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LABOR'S  DILEMMA  AW:     . 

THE  DliW  Of  EMPLOYERS 


-  ^  >'.KIiNiBa'3»^ 


The  storm  center  of  our  social  and 
industrial  life  today  seems  to  lie  in  this 
relationship  of  employment.  It  is  as- 
serted by  many  that  Christianity  has 
failed  to  penetrate  into  the  relation- 
ship between  employer  and  employe 
and  that  this  relationship  is  incongru- 
ous with  that  of  Christian  brother- 
hood. There  are  doubtless  those  who 
would  be  conscious  of  an  incongruity 
if  one  of  their  domestic  serrants  took 
a  seat  next  to  them  in  church.  There 
are  gentlemen  who  do  not  feel  it 
proper  to  bow  to  the  cook  on  the  street, 
when  they  would  thus  recognize  a  wo- 
man of  even  inferior  social  position, 
who  was  not  in  this  relation  of  em- 
ployment. What  does  this  feeling  in- 
dicate in  reference  to  domestic  service?* 
It  is  an  important  question,  for  by  the 
last  census  one^iuarter  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Massachusetts,  760,000  indi- 
viduals, are  engaged  in  domestic  serv- 
ice. 

There  are  also  few  of  us,  said  Rev. 
John  Hopkins  Denlson,  in  Tlie  Car- 
penter,   who    have    not    been    incon- 


venienced by  the  struggle  which  is 
going  on  in  the  industrial  world  which 
manifests  itself  in  strikes.  One-fifth 
of  the  population  of  Massachusetts  are 
engaged  in  manufacture,  about  the 
same  number  as  are  in  the  publlo 
schools.  About  10  per  cent,  of  the 
population  are  in  trade  and  transporta- 
tion. Only  2  per  cent  are  in  profes- 
sional employments.  We  see,  then, 
that  the  largest  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion is  affected  by  this  question. 

When  we  turn  to  the  Bible  we  find 
that  upon  reporting  of  their  sins  the 
people  asked  of  John  the  Baptist  what 
they  should  do.  He  gave  two  rules  to 
those  representing  the  richer  or  em- 
ploying class — first,  ''He  that  hath  two 
coats,  let  him  give  to  him  that  hath 
none;"  second,  ''Bxact  no  more  than 
is  your  due."  Jesus  gave  no  definite- 
rules  in  reference  to  this  question  of 
employment.  He  gave  but  one  rule  for 
all  men:  "Whatsover  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you  do  ye  even  so 
to  them."  He  came  not  t6  alter  men 
by   legislation,  but  by  giving  men  a 
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Hew  spirit.  He  knew  that  wtaoerer 
truly  felt  the  touch  of  his  spirit  and 
was  converted  from  selfishness  to  love, 
would  deal  far  better  with  this  ques- 
tion of  employmeht  than  any  law 
oould  make  him  do. 

Wherever  men  were  filled  with  his 
spirit  immediate  changes  resulted  in 
their  relations  to  their  employee. 
Hermes,  a  Christian,  and  prefect  of 
Rome  under  Trojan;  on  the  day  that 
his  1,260  slaves  were  baptized,  gave 
them  all  their  freedom  and  assistance 
to  gain  a  livelihood.  His  example  was 
followed  by  the  wealthy  Romans,  who 
were  afterward  converted,  one  actually 
setting  free  8,000  slaves.  The  poorer 
Christians  did  the  same  in  lesser  de- 
gree. 

Let  us  seek  to  determine  if  the  spirit 
that  produced  these  results  in  the  early 
epoch  is  still  active  in  the  relationship 
of  employment  today. 

The  employer  of  today  very  largely 
insists  that  the  best  worker  shall  re- 
ceive no  more  than*  the '^oofe«l;ii*will-; 
ing  to  work  for.     It*  t8;qi^t^a*'iliat ; 
labor  must  be  bouglit  4ir  open  mtti^^;  * 
and  that  all  interference  is  wrong.  Tkt 
reward  of  the  laborer  by  this  method 
depends   on  the   number   of  laborers ' 
who  apply,  and  not*jm:the:^f>ftlj;of,' 
the  service  or  the\skill:  retmftjeia.irtf 
there  are  too  few*  Irfbofefrf*  they '^n"' 
charge  more  than  the  work  is  worth. 

In  the  Boston  colony  in  1650,  la- 
borers were  so  scarce  and  wages  so  low 
that  a  law  was  passed  fixing  the  wage. 
Today  we  find  exactly  the  opposite 
state  of  affairs.  There  are  too  many 
laborers,  consequently  the  competition 
.  for  so  many  of  them  to  work  for  lees 
'  than  their  service  is  worth,  until  in  un- 
skilled labor  they  are  forced  down  by 
the  competition  of  men  who  have  starv- 
ing families  to  support  to  the  very 
lowest  possible  amount  upon  which  a 
man  can  keep  flesh  on  his  bones  and 
breath  in  his  body. 

There  is  a  limit  below  which  wages 
<*annot  go.  It  is  the  death  of  the  man 
"by  starvation.  In  this  country  skilled 
labor  has  been  brought  a  good  ways 
above  this  level,  but  unskilled  labor  is 
i;»erilously  near  it.  There  is  no  sadder 
Qommentary  on  the  unselfishness  of  hu- 
man nature  than  the  way  in  which  the 
recently  published  book,  "The  Jungle." 
was  received.  It  is  a  study  of  the 
situation  of  the  unskilled  laborer  in 
America  and  the  frightful  conditions 


in  which  he  is  placed.  The  only  im- 
pression it  made  on  the  mind  of  the 
public  was  a  fear  that  some  little  taint 
might  have  come  into  their  food.  The 
agonizing  struggle  of  the  laborer 
passed  entirely  over  their  heads.  Th€ 
book  gives  an  awful  picture  of  a  horde 
of  men,  ragged,  white-faced,  desperate, 
fighting  with  one  another  for  the 
chance  to  endure  the  most  frightful  la- 
bor and  exhaustion  for  a  few  pennies, 
because  death  is  staring  them,  their 
wives  and  their  children  in  the  face. 
The  story  was  perfectly  possible  in 
1896.  I  question  if  it  could  happen  to- 
day. 

If  any.  of  you  had  seen  the  long  line 
of  good-looking  workingmen  standing 
until  12  o'clock  at  night  to  wait  for  a 
crust  of  bread;  if  any  of  you  tried  dur- 
ing that  season  to  get  work  for  some 
poor  fellow  who  had  a  starving  family, 
and  witnessed  the  utter  despair  with 
which  he  returned  each  day  when  he 
had  no  work,  and  his  heroic  effort  to 
k«ep>  4ip/.  the*  severest  toil  when  work 
WW)  {o];fp;}l,;  u^n  Insufftcient  nourish- 
ment* and  'Wh^n    he    could    scarcely 
?. stand;  if  any  of  you  have  tried  in  be- 
aialf  of  such  men  to  curry  favor  with 
'politicians  as  the  only  means  of  help 
.-vyon.ean  jce^i9  the  meaning  of  the 
'ajitUatfofi^atid  llsfLerstand  why  men  are 
'  becbzfilnfe'  bocl&li^s.    They  live  on  such 
a  narrow   margin   that   the  •  slightest 
accident  is  ruin. 

When  we  consider  that  in  one  year 
81,000  railroad  employee  are  injured, 
we  can  imagine  the  frightful  sufter- 
fng  ^at  would  result  were  there  no 
agencies  at  work  *but  plain  competi- 
tion. 

Competition  would  be  fair  if  the  la- 
borer had  an  equal  advantage  with  the 
employer,  but  when  he  is  undier  the 
lash  of  starvation,  when  it'  is  impos- 
sible for  him  to  move  to  a  fairer  mar- 
ket for  lack  of  money,  while  his  em- 
ployer can  import  dieap  labor  over 
his  head,  competition  b^pomes  the  most 
hideously  unfair  process  than  can  be 
imagined. 

The  real  difllculty  is  in  the  imper- 
sonality of  modem  industrial  relations. 
The  employer  does  not  know  his  men 
and  their  families.  He  simply  con- 
siders his  own  side.  He  knows  the 
pressure  from  his  stockholders.  It  is 
the  manager  and  foreman  who  deal 
with  the  men.  They  know  simply  that 
they  will  lose  their  positions  unless  the 
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work  is  done  according  to  a  certain 
schedule  of  profits.  The  whole  work 
hecomes,  therefore,  a  great  machine,  a 
perfect  Juggernaut,  crushing  relent- 
lessly the  lives  of  human  beings  in  or- 
der to  proceed  upon  its  way.  The  em- 
ployer and  employe  are  divided  by  an 
impassable  chasm.  Bach  is  absolutely 
impervious  to  the  situation  of  the 
other. 

This  is  shown,  perhaps,  even  more 
in  its  effect  upon  children.  Here  it  is 
not  merely  a  question  of  food,  but 
proper  development,  future  ability  and 
happiness.  Because  parents  are  poor 
and  starving,  children  work. 

When  the  factories  first  came  in  chil- 
dren were  apprenticed  to  mill  owners 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  sometimes 
by  their  parents.  They  worked  in 
stench,  in  heated  rooms,  forced  on  by 
Mows  frori  heavy  hands  and  feet  and 
instruments  of  punishment.  Some- 
times they  were  fed  after  the  pigs  and 
often  with  poorer  food.  They  worked 
sixteen  hours  at  a  stretch.  If  they 
tried  to  run  away  irons  were  riveted 
on  their  ankles.  If  they  fell  asleep 
from  exhaustion  they  were  ducked  with 
cold  water.  This  was  the  way  the  com- 
petitive system  worked  in  Christian 
England  a  century  ago.  Thanks  to 
philanthropists  and  reformers  con- 
ditions are  better  today. 

■The  conditions  of  women's  labor 
have  been  scarcely  better.  The  difll- 
culty  with  the  work  of  women  and 
children  is  that  their  labor  can  be 
forced  down  to  a  low  point  because 
many  of  them  live  at  home  and  work 
only  to  add  to  the  home  income.  The 
result  is,  these  people  are  brought  into 
competition  with  those  dependent  en- 
tirely on  their  own  work. 

What  is  the  remedy  for  this  situa- 
tion? Shall  we  give  charity  to  these 
people?  Many  employers  are  putting 
in  various  charitable  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  It  is  found  that  this  only 
angers  men,  who  feel  they  are  unjustly 
dealt  with.  Shall  we  as  Christians, 
simply  preach  the  gospel  to  them  and 
tell  them  we  cannot  interfere  with  la^ 
bor  conditions? 

The  laboring  man  realizes  that  he  is 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  selfishness 
and  greed.  It  is  only  through  labor 
unions  that  the  workingmen  have  been 
able  .little  by  little  to  better  their  con- 
ditions.   They  have  done  many  things 


that  were  unjust  and  many  things  that 
make  the  blood  boil  with  indignation* 
but  anyone  who  will  consider  their  side 
will  not  be  surprised. 

Much  fault  is  found  with  the  sym- 
pathetic strike,  but  when  you  find  a 
workingman  who  is  doing  well  who 
will  leave  his  work  and  go  out  with 
his  wife  and  family  to  face  hunger  and 
want,  simply  in  order  to  better  the 
condition  of  some  poor  fellow-working- 
man  in  another  emplojrment,  and  per- 
haps another  State,  a  man  whom  he 
has  never  seen,  do  you  not  here  find  a 
truer  exemplification  of  Christian 
brotherhood  than  is  found  among  most 
church  members?  Would  you  be  will- 
ing to  do  the  same  to  help  one  of  your 
fellow-members? 

There  is  one  remedy  which  ought  to 
be  at  once  insisted  upon;  that  is,  there 
should  be  established  a  minimum  wage, 
below  which  the  laborer  cannot  he 
driven  by  competition.  That  wage 
should  be  sufllcient  to  enable  him  to 
live  comfortably.  This,  however,  is  not 
a  true  remedy.  What  is  really  needed 
is  that  employers  should  be  converted, 
that  they  should  feel  the  spirit  of 
Christ  as  those  early  Romans  felt  it, 
and  then  they  should  come  into  per- 
sonal relations  with  their  employes.— 
Lahor  CJarion, 


A  Bill  Nye  Advertisement 

"Owing  to  ill-health  I  will  sell  at  my 
residence  in  township  19,  range  18,  ac- 
cording to  government  survey,  one 
plush  raspberry-colored  cow,  aged 
eight  years.  She  is  a  good  milker  and 
is  not  afraid  of  the  cars  nor  ans^thing 
else.  She  is  of  undaunted  courage,  and 
gives  milk  frequently.  To  a  man  who 
does  not  fear  death  in  any  form  she 
would  be  a  great  boon.  She  is  very 
much  attached  to  her  house  at  present 
by  means  of  a  stay  chain,  but  she  will 
be  sold  to  any  one  who  will  use  her 
right.  She  is  one-fourth  short-horn 
and  three-fourths  hyena.  I  will  also 
throw  in  a  double-barrelled  shotgun 
which  goes  with  her.  In  May  she  gen- 
erally goes  away  for  a  week  or  two  and 
returns  with  a  tall,  red  calf  with 
wabbly  legs.  Her  name  is  Rose.  I 
would  rather  sell  her  to  a  non-resi- 
dent." 
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Soliloquy  of  Michael  McCormick. 


MONKEY  AND  MAN. 

A  tribe  of  monkeys  met  one  day 

To  settle  some  disputes 
That  they  had  had  among  themselves 

Concerning  men  and  brutes^ 
And  as  I  chanced  to  pass  that  way, 

I  felt  an  Inclination, 
To  hear  what  they  might  have  to  say, 

And  got  an  Invitation 

To  take  a  seat  among  the  rest 

And  make  myself  at  home 
Among  my  old  relations 

That  In  the  forest  roam. 
Says  I  to  one,  "There's  some  mistake, 

Eixplaln  It  If  you  can; 
Do  you  me  for  a  monkey  take. 

Or  call  yourself  a  man?" 

Says  he,  "My  friend,  there's  no  mistake 

As  far  as  we're  concerned; 
This  question  rose  among  yon  men. 

And  men  that  you  call  learned; 
And  this  Is  why  we  meet  today — 

To  talk  the  matter  o'er; 
So  hear  what  we  have  got  to  say. 

And  do  not  feel  so  sore." 

I  took  a  'seat  and  must  confess 

I  felt  a  little  queer 
To  hear  what  monkeys  had  to  say 

Regarding  men's  career; 
And  what  I  saw  and  heard  them  say 

I'll  tell  It— verse  or  prose — 
I'll  let  the  music  settle  that, 

No  matter  how  It  goes. 

But  let  It  be  In  verse  or  prose, 

I'll  tell  the  truth  the  same, 
And  If  there's  aught  to  give  offense 

You'll  not  have  me  to  blame. 
'Tls  always  best  to  tell  the  truth 

No  matter  who  It  hits — 
Ton  need  not  put  the  fool's  cap  on 

Unless  you  find  It  fits. 

It  seems  these  monkeys  all  had  heard 

Of  Darwin's  ftimous  plan 
That    from    their   ancient    sires    had 
sprang 

The  present  race  of  man. 
They  sent  a  delegation  out 

To  learn  more  of  his  race. 
And  found  a  slight  resemblance. 

But  only  in  the  face. 


One  monkey  rose  and  told  the  rest 

What  he  had  learned  of  men. 
And  If  my  friends  all  think  It  best 

I'll  tell  It  o'er  again. 
Said  he:    "I've  traveled  far  and  wide, 

I've  seen  wise  men,  and  fools, 
I've  seen  them  In  the  churches  pray. 

And  seen  them  In  the  schools. 

"I've  seen  men  drink  and  swear  and 
fight 

And  tear  each  other's  eyes, 
I've  heard  them  tell  the  solemn  truth; 

The  most  blasphemous  lies; 
I've  seen  men  do  a  thousand  things 

Too  foolish  to  be  told. 
And  yet  they  claim  to  be  as  wise 

As  Solomon  of  old. 

"In  fact  old  Solomon  himself 

Did  many  a  foolish  thing; 
Bui  people  called  him  very  wise 

Because  he  was  a  king. 
A  king,  though  he  was  bom  a  fool. 

Or  stupid  as  an  ass. 
Will  find  his  most  obedient  tools 

Among  the  working  class. 

"The  working  men  will  pass  resolves 

To  put  oppression  down. 
Yet  crawl  and  cringe  before  the  king. 

Because  he  wears  a  crown. 
They  toll  and  sweat   from   mom   till 
night. 

Until  they  fill  their  graves. 
To  feed  a  pack  of  titled  drones 

Who  use  them  as  their  slaves." 

Another  monkey  took  the  fioor. 

And  thus  addressed  the  crowd: 
"If  Darwin's  theory  be  correct 

Yon  need  not  feel  so  proud 
To  learn  that  men  were  monkeys  once; 

They  act  like  willing  asses, 
Who  carry  burdens  all  their  lives 

As  do  the  working  classes. 

"Disgusted  with  the  rule  of  kings, 
And  with  their  cringing  tools, 

I  came  to  free  America, 
Where  boasted  free  men  rule. 

Where  Yankee  Doodle  fought  and  bled 

■  To  free  themselves  from  kings; 

I  found  that  their  degenerate  sons 
Were  ruled  by  thieves  and  rings. 

"When  knaves  and  thieves  get  up  a 
fight 
To  settle  their  disputes. 
The  workingman  will  rush  pell-m^l 
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And  play  tbe  homan  brutes. 
The  knaves  will  then  divide  the  gold. 

The  fools  divide  the  lead; 
And  then  they  shoot  each  other  down, 

Till  half  the  fools  are  dead. 

''The  other  half  will  then  go  home 

And  work  like  willing  slaves 
To  help  to  pay  the  war  fraud  off. 

And  then  fill  pauper's  graves. 
When  worklngmen  were  in  the  field 

And  fought  both  brave  and  bold, 
The  Wall  street  thieves,  like  fiends  of 
hell. 

Were  gambling  in  gold. 

"Men  l)oast  of  their  religion, 

And  boast  of  their  free  schools; 
But  If  we  monkeys  acted  so 

They'd  say  we  were  fools. 
And  I  would  say  the  same  myself— 

In  fact,  I'd  hide  my  face; 
If  we  should  ever  act  like  men 

I'd  cease  to  own  my  race. 

"I  feel  ashamed  to  tell  you  how 

The  worklngmen  will  act; 
I  scarcely  could  believe  myself. 

Until  I  proved  the  fact. 
They  spin  and  weave  and  make  fine 
tilings 

For  lazy  drones  to  wear; 
They  plow  and  mow,  they  reap  and 
sow, 

And  get  the  smallest  share. 

"And  when  they've  filled  the  land  with 
wealth. 

With  scarcely  room  for  more. 
The  drones  will  take  and  pile  it  up 

And  keep  it  all  in  store. 
The  worklngmen  will  stand  and  gaze 

And  raise  their  silly  cry: 
'Because  we  have  produced  so  much, 

We've  got  to  starve  and  die.' 

"And  those  who  neither  toll  nor  spin 

Have  plenty  and  to  spare; 
They  seem  to  claim  a  lawful  right 

To  other  people's  share. 
Where'er  I  went  the  worklngmen 

Ne'er  stood  compact  together; 
But  ruled  by  knaves  in  party  droves, 

Made  faces  at  each  other. 

"When  Providence  Is  kind  to  usi 
And  sends  abundant  fruits. 

We  don't  go  round  and  cry  hard  times 
As  do  the  human  brutes. 

We  go  to  work,  as  monkeys  should. 


And  gather  in  our  store; 
Bach  monkey  gets  what  he  has  earned 
And  does  not  ask  for  more. 

"But  men  have  revised  our  plan, 

They  plunder  one  another, 
Each  stealing  all  he  cah, 

And  brother  robbing  brother. 
And  then  they  go  to  church  and  pray 

For  God  to  give  them  grace; 
If  not.  O  Lord,  then  give  us  gold. 

We'll  take  that  in  its  place." 

I  felt  that  I  was  out  of  place 

In  such  a  crowd  as  that; 
But  knowing  that  they  told  the  truth, 

I  felt  a  little  fiat. 
The  meeting  was  then  adjourned 

And  I  was  left  behind 
To  ponder  o'er  what  I  had  heard 

About  the  human  kind. 

And  now,  my  friends,  my  story  ends. 

This  moral  fits  the  case: 
Let  worklngmen  co-operate 

And  free  the  human  race. 
Co-operation  leads  the  way. 

The  only  way  to  freedom— 
The  way  to  rid  the  world  of  drones; 

The  world  no  longer  needs  them. 

Shake  off  the  chains  that  bind  you 
down 

And  stand  erect  like  men, 
And  if  you  tumble  by  the  way 

You'll  soon  get  up  again. 
And  if  we  all  co-operate 

f^T  labor's  true  salvation. 
The  Joyful  sound  will  then  resound: 

"A  free  and  happy  nation." 
—Michaet  McCormick,  in  the  Miners* 
Magazine, 


Advice  to  Van  Cleave. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  President 
Lynch  of  the  International  Typographi- 
cal Union,  we  are  in  possession  of  a  cir- 
cular, which  was  issued  for  the  benefit 
of  the  members  of  his  association.  It 
gravely  announces  the  disintegration 
and  near  dissolution  of  that  once  pow- 
erful employers'  organization  known 
as  the  United  Tjrpothets  of  America. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  great 
combine  started  out  three  years  ago 
with  a  great  fiourish  of  trumpets  and 
blowing  of  horns.     Its  shibboleths  of 
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"un-American,"  ''open  shop/'  'tyranny 
of  labor  onions/'  "liberty  for  the  indi- 
vidual workman/'  "non-interference 
with  their  business/'  and  so  on,  ad  nau- 
aeum,  were  widely  heralded  over  this 
broad  land  with  the  aid  and  assistance 
of  an  interested  and  sympathetic  press, 
and  an  immense  treasury.  Guided  and 
^eneraled  by  the  brightest  legal  intel- 
lects in  the  business  world,  the  object 
sought  was  the  destruction  of  the  pow- 
erful Typographical  Union,  and  for  a 
time  it  looked  very  dark  for  that  or- 
ganization, which  put  up  a  magnificent 
fight.  But  the  smoke  of  battle  having 
cleared,  what  do  we  find?  At  a  recent 
convention  of  the  great  Typothets  not 
more  than  thirty  apathetic  delegates 
were  present,  where  formerly  enthus- 
iastic hundreds  were  in  attendance. 
Evidently  they  were  tired  of  the  farce, 
for  they  worried  through  their  busi- 
ness in  less  than  twelve  hours.  The 
convention  was  an  abject  failure. 

But  the  Typographical  Union,  where 
does  it  stand  today?  Against  tremen- 
dous odds  it  has  won  one  of  the  great- 
est industrial  battles  of  modem  times, 
and  the  eight-hour  day  is  now  firmly 
established  all  over  the  country.  This 
victory  involved  much  suffering,  many 
sacrifices,  and  the  expenditure  of  close 
on  to  14,000,000.  The  open  shop  is 
relegated  to  the  limbo  of  the  lost  and 
the  world  movement  for  a  shorter 
work-day  has  made  an  immense  step 
forward. 

Let  the  Parry-Post-Van  Cleave  little 
million  and  a  half  outfit  pause,  and  re- 
member the  fate  of  the  terrible  Tjrpo- 
thetse.  If  one  trades  union  can  raise 
four  millions  to  protect  its  interests, 
what  monster  sum  may  not  be  raised, 
if  necessary,  for  a  similar  purpose  by 
the  combined  trades  unions  of  the 
country?  But  it  will  not  be  necessary. 
The  trades-union  movement  is  a  great, 
natural,  economic  force  for  the  uplift- 
ing of  the  wage-worker,  and  can  no 
more  be  set  aside  by  reactionaries  of 
the  Parry-Van  Cleave  type  than  a 
mountain  avalanche  or  a  tidal  wave. 
Natural  laws  govern  in  the  economic 
world  as  well  as  in  the  physical. 

The  communication  from  the  Typo- 
graphical president  above  referred  to 
was  draped  in  deepest  mourning,  evi- 
dently in  sorrow  at  the  sad  ending  of 
the  great  Typothet©,  but  the  printers 
were  ever  a  generous  people  and  this 
clothing  of  their  communications   in 


the  habiliments  of  woe,  over  the  de- 
mise of  a  fierce  and  formidable  foe, 
reaches  the  greatest  heights  of  un- 
selfish generosity.  But  they  can  well 
afford  to  l>e  generous,  these  victors!— 
James  F.  McEuffh,  in  Stone  Cutters* 
Journal. 


Hamilton  Carhartt    Voluntarily 

Places  His  Immense  Factory 

on  the  Eight-Hour  Basis. 

A  reference  to  our  advertising  pages 
in  the  front  of  this  number  will  show  our 
readers  what  our  old  friend,  Hamilton 
Carhartt,  is  attempting  to  do.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  Typographical 
Union  has  spent  millions  of  dollars  to 
establish  the  eight-hour  day  in  their 
work.  Mr.  Carhartt  is  placing  his  great 
plant  on  the  eight  hour  basis  volun- 
tarily. At  first  this  will  work  quite 
a  loss  and  sacrifice  to  him,  but  we  be- 
lieve in  the  end  it  will  work  both  to 
his  and  others'  advantage.  He  is  always 
in  the  vanguard  in  sharing  his  great 
prosperity  with  his  employes,  and  his 
motto  is  "A  Profit-sharing  Corpora- 
tion." The  eight-hour  day  is  gaining 
favor  all  over  in  all  occupations,  and 
we  trust  Mr.  Carhartt's  example  will 
be  seen  and  followed  by  many.  His 
union-made  clothing  should  appeal  to 
all  union  men. — The  Railtoay  Conduc- 
tor, July,  1907. 


The  advertisement  of  Hamilton  Car- 
hartt, manufacturer  of  the  "Carhartt" 
overalls,  appears  in  a  doublepage  space 
in  our  issue  this  month.  Mr.  Carhartt, 
like  all  wide-awake  and  progressive 
manufacturers,  operates  his  factory  on 
a  strictly  eight-hour  basis.  We  are 
now  living  in  the  age  of  "Modem  Ma- 
chinery Methods."  The  modem  equip- 
ped factory,  such  as  is  the  Carhartt 
factory,  can  turn  out  a  vastly  greater 
output  for  each  operative  employed, 
than  was  formerly  possible  in  twelve 
or  fourteen  hours.  This  means  greater 
wage-earning  power,  fewer  unemployed 
workers,  wider  markets  for  the  manu- 
facturers, and  a  more  decided  era  of 
peace,  prosperity  and  contentment 
tnroughout  the  industrial  world  than 
has  ever  before  existed. — Locomotive 
Firemen  and  Enginemen's  Magazine^ 
July,  1907. 
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Criticism 

Bt  H.  O.  Cbeel. 
It'8  easy  to  sit  'neath  a  shade  tree 

And  talk  to  the  soul  in  the  son; 
It's  easy  to  rise  from  a  feast  of  size 

And  council  the  man  with  a  bun. 

It's  easy  to  step  from  a  college 
And  talk  to  the  man  in  Che  ditch; 

But  try  for  a  day  his  work  at  his  pay 
Till   the  cords   of  your,  own  arms 
twitch. 

It'll  easy  to  loll  in  an  office 

And  prate  of  the  man  in  the  mine. 
But  after  a  week  pray  how  would  you 
speak 

If  his  daily  toil  had  been  thine? 

It's  easy  to  ride  in  a  carriage 
And  argue  with  him  in  the  shop. 

But  share  for  a  year  his  Joys  and  his 
tears 
Ere  you  censure  him  if  he  stop. 

If 8  easy  to  lean  from  a  rail  car 
And  frown  at  the  man  at  the  brakes. 

But  go  there  you  must.  In  the  whirl- 
wind and  dust. 
If  you  know  of  the  risk  he  takes. 

It's  easy  to  measure  a  standard 
By  ways  that  haye  always  been  ours. 

And  yet  in  a  land  of  dryness  and  sand 
Our  thistles  are  counted  as  flowers. 


Notice  of  Strike— Keep  Away. 

Dallas,  Tex.,  Oct.  1,  1907.  , 
To  Organized  Labor  and  All  Working 
People^  Everywhere: 

Dear  BaoTHEBS^Since  August  19, 
1907,  our  union  has  been  on  strike 
against  the  Dallas  Cotton  Mills  at  this 
place.  We  struck  because  some  twenty 
of  our  members  were  discharged  for 
their  unionism,  and  we  are  determined 
not  to  go  back  until  the  safety  of  our 
union  is  guaranteed  by  a  union  shop 
agreement 

Though  our  union  is  composed  large- 
ly of  women  and  children,  it  has  fought 
a  splendid  fight,  and  is  determined  to 
continue  it 

We  want  no  money  from  you,  but  we 
need  your  help  otherwise. 

The  mills  are  leaving  no  stone  un- 
turned in  their  effort  to  get  operatives. 


Let  us  leave  no  stone  unturned  in  tell- 
ing our  brothers  about  the  mills'  hate- 
ful proceedings.  We  are  paid  almost 
the  lowest  wages  in  any  industry,  are 
worked  ten  hours  per  day,  and  have  no 
say  at  all  about  the  conditions  under 
which  we  work.  The  union  is  our  only 
hope  of  bettering  our  class.  Every  per- 
son who  comes  to  work  in  the  mill  now 
hurts  us  all.  The  mill  has  already  im- 
ported some  fifteen  Europeans  who 
cannot  speak  English.  It  has  one  wo- 
man in  the  mill  whom  we  cannot  en- 
dure for  our  wives  and  daughters  to 
associate  with.  Thus  far  no  person 
who  comes  will  do  himself  any  good, 
but  only  harm  us. 

What  we  ask  is  this:  Remember  that 
the  Dallas  Cotton  Mills  are  unfair; 
that  all  the  unions  are  fighting  them, 
and  that  they  are  trying  to  ruin  our 
union.  Help  spread  this  news.  Tell 
this  not  only  to  your  union  brothers, 
but  to  all  of  your  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, especially  in  the  country  and  in 
the  manufacturing  districts. 

Do  this,  brothers;  and  don't,  for  the 
love  of  unionism,  just  file  this  letter 
without  any  thought  Help  those  who 
will  help  you  when  you  ask  a  similar 
favor.  Our  interests  are  one;  let  us 
help  one  another. 

Tours  for  organization  and  brother- 
hood, 

Textile  Wobkebs  of  Amesioa, 
Local  549. 


When  Frank  Sweeney  Ordered 
"Striked 

A  small  piece  of  paper  and  a  pencil 
in  the  hands  of  the  right  man  can  some- 
times do  a  great  deal  of  damage,  as 
was  evidenced  in  the  big  railroad 
strike  of  1892,  when  8,000  troops  were 
sent  to  Buffalo  at  a  cost  to  the  County 
of  Erie  of  over  $400,000.  The  order 
which  caused  the  400  switchmen  of 
Buffalo  to  strike  was  given  by  Frank 
Sweeney,  Grand  Master  of  the  Switch- 
men's Mutual  Aid  Association  of  North 
America,  to  the  local  committee  at  mid- 
night, and  bore  the  brief  statement, 
'*The  committee  has  my  authority  to 
sanction  a  strike."  The  note  was  writ- 
ten with  a  pencil  on  a  small  leaf  torn 
out  of  a  notebook,  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Ck>lonel  Fox  of  the  Sev- 
enty-fourth Regiment.     It  is  conceded 
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by  everyone  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  so  many  troops,  but  after 
they  were  called  out  the  late  Oeneral 
Doyle,  who  was  a  sort  of  Pooh  Bah, 
holding  the  offices  of  Ck)llector  of  Cus- 
toms, general  northern  agent  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Dispatch  and  general  of 
the  National  Guard,  in  his  desire  to 
protect  the  property  of  his  employers 
sent  every  available  soldier  from  his 
brigade  to  guard  the  property  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  by  which  he 
was  employed.  The  New  York  Central, 
with  its  influence,  would  not  stand  by 
and  see  that  little  property  guarded  by 
all  of  the  available  troops  while  its 
enormous  interests  were  unprotected. 
With  a  powerful  influenee  at  Albany  it 
was  not  long  in  convincing  the  authori- 
ties that  it  deserved  protection,  and  it 
got  it  at  the  expense  of  the  county. 
The  little  leaflet  did  its  work.— Buf- 
falo Truth, 


Objection  to  Mary  Cunningham 

The  following  appeared  in  a  special 
dispatch  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  News: 

"Boston,  Sept  23. — ^Miss  Mary  Cun- 
ningham, against  the  placing  of  whose 
profile  on  the  new  gold  coins  of  the 
United  States  the  Independent  Order 
of  Americans  has  officially  protested,  is 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  sixteen  years 
of  age.  A  few  months  ago  she  came 
to  America,  and  first  found  employ- 
jnent  in  tnis  city.  Subsequently  she 
went  to  Cornish,  Vermont,  and  ob- 
tained a  place  as  waitress  in  a  restaur- 
ant  It  was  there  the  famous  sculptor, 
the  late  Augustus  St.  Oaudens,  met 
her,  admired  her  classic  features,  and 
picked  her  out  for  tne  *face'  that  he 
had  been  commissioned  to  design  by 
the  treasury  officials.  Miss  Cunning- 
ham willingly  sat  as  his  model,  and  the 
design  was  completed  and  accepted. 
The  Independent  Order  of  Americans 
set  up  the  claim  that  it  is  unpatriotic 
to  place  the  features  of  a  foreign-bom 
woman,  no  matter  how  l^utlful,  on 
United  States  coins." 

The  Independent  Order  of  Ameri- 
cans, carried  away  by  race  prejudice, 
has  protested  against  the  Image  of  a 
Celtic  face  being  engraved  upon  the 
glittering  coins  that  are  so  dear  and 
imcious  to  the  Heart  of  a  Wall  Street 
Shylock.  It  is  very  probable,  however, 
that  the  ire  of  the  Independent  Order 


of  Americans  has  been  aroused  over 
the  t9LC^  that  Miss  Cunningham  is  a 
wage-slave  and  doomed  to  manual  la- 
bor, in  order  to  live.  It  is  probable 
that  vaIs  order  of  patriotic  American 
citizens  cannot  behold  that  "dignity 
of  labor"  so  much  talked  about  by 
politicians  on  the  eve  of  a  state  or  nsr 
tional  election.  Had  Mary  Cunning- 
ham been  able  to  trace  her  lineage  back 
to  some  licentious  lord  or  gouty  duke, 
or  did  she  come  to  "the  land  of  the 
free  and  the  home  of  i^e  brave"  her- 
alded as  an  heiress  to  millions  that 
were  extracted  from  the  sweat  and 
blood  of  pauperism  in  Burope,  in  all 
probability  she  would  have  been  ban- 
queted by  the  Independent  Order  of 
Americans  and  her  beautiful  face 
would  be  a  subject  that  would  com- 
mand the  attention  of  our  most  elo- 
quent orators. 

But  Mary  Cunningham  was  the  child 
01  impoverished  parents.  She  felt  the 
sting  of  want  and  penury  in  the  land 
that  gave  her  birth:  She  looked  with 
longing  eyes  across  the  waves  of  the 
wide  Atlantic  and  in  her  dreams  there 
was  pictured  to  her  a  land  of  promise, 
where  the  cry  of  hunger  was  unheard 
and  where  tyranny  had  been  crushed 
by  the  giant  hand  of  liberty. 

Mary  Cunningham  has  a  face  that 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  artist 
She  brought  with  her  to  this  country 
that  priceless  gem  of  womanhood, 
know  as  virtue,  but  virtue  clad  in  cali- 
co, is  but  little  appreciated  by  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Americans.  Had 
she  been  the  belle  of  a  ball  room  or  a 
society  queen  In  the  "smart  set,**  or 
had  her  name  been  linked  with  a 
Corey  of  the  steel  trust,  or  liad  she 
been  courted  by  a  worthless  dissipated 
Count  Bonl,  her  face  upon  the  gold 
coins  of  this  country  would  have  been 
appreciated  by  every  libertine  and 
saintly  hypocrite  who  worships  with  an 
insane  passion  at  the  shrine  of  beauty. 

But  Mary  Cunningham  is  poor.  She 
belongs  to  a  race  of  people  that  have 
struggled  for  centuries  against  wrong 
and  oppression.  She  belongs  to  an  Is- 
land in  the  sea  whose  people  have  en- 
dured desolation  by  fire  and  sword,  by 
famine  and  scaffold  to  rl^t  the  wrongs 
that  have  driven  the  Irish  race  as  ex- 
iles to  every  clime  beneath  the  sun. 
She  la  a  victim  of  toil,  and  her  ptrllsh 
hands  bear  the  callous  scars  of  toll, 
and  the  dignity  of  our  proud,  patrldan 
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American  citiien  muBt  not  be  wounded 
or  bnmbled  by  Mmry's  face  resting 
npon  tbe  yellow  coins  tnat  bribe 
courts,  purchase  legislatures  and  put 
M,  trust  magnate  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States.— 7*7^  Minert*  Magazine, 


ANOTHER  UNION  VENTURE 


Organized  Compositors  Consid- 
ering an  OM-Age  Pension 
Sdieme. 

Along  the  line  of  meritorious  concep- 
tions and  achievements  of  the  Interna- 
tional Typographical  Union  none  occu- 
pies a  higher  plane  than  the  proposi- 
tion to  pension  superannuated  mem- 
bers of  the  craft,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  recent  convention  of  the  union, 
and  submitted  for  membership  vote. 
Almshouses,  infirmaries  and  kindred 
Institutions  may  be  filled  with  hu- 
manity whose  circumstances  during 
life,  either  through  prodigality  or  mis- 
fortune, have  prevented  the  saving  of 
pennies  for  the  proverbial  *'rakiy  day," 
but  the  International  Typographical 
Union  will  have  none  of  these,  for  in 
addition  to  its  Union  Printers'  Home 
at  Ck>lorado  Springs  it  is  seriously  con- 
sidering the  possibilities  of  an  intemar 
tional  pension  scheme  that  will  enable 
it  to  place  in  independent  circum- 
stances those  of  its  membership  who 
have  run  life's  race  with  no  financial 
advantage  to  themselves,  and  who  are, 
for  family  or  other  reasons,  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  the  adequate  pib- 
vlsions  of  its  haven  of  rest. 

Local  typographical  unions  of  the 
larger  size  have  grappled  with  the  pen- 
sion proposition  with  more  or  less  suc- 
cess, but  the  International  Typograph- 
ical Union  giving  the  matter  considera- 
tion and  standing  insures  a  widespread 
international  character  to  the  move- 
ment that  can  have  no  other  effect  than 
ta«  dovetailing  and  cementing  of  that 
fraternal'  spirit  that  springs  spon- 
taneously from  heart  to  heart  among 
printers,  and  which  has  had  feasible 
demonstration  of  utility  in  the  Colo- 
rado Springs  retreat — ^"its  bounty  un- 
purchaseable, its  diarity  without 
price." 

The  International  Typographical 
Union  never  does  anything  by  halves. 


An  organisation  of  50,000  members, 
scattered  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  that  can  begin  with  a 
working  capital  of  $10,000  and  intelli- 
gently and  successfully  build  and  con- 
Quct  an  institution  representing  every 
penny's  worth  of  $500,000,  can  be  re- 
lied upon  to  originate  and  inaugurate 
a  plan  for  pensioning  its  aged  and  in- 
firm membership  that  will  be  worthy 
of  emulation  for  organizations  of  like 
character. 

Many  cities  have  pension  funds  in 
operation  for  the  benefit  of  policemen, 
firemen,  school  teachers  and  other  pub- 
lic servants;  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment annually  expends  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  pensions  to  its  aged  and  dis- 
abled warriors.  An  occasional  busi- 
ness house  has  been  noted,  that,  after 
a  service  of  long  duration,  retires  pre- 
ferred employes  on  a  yearly  allowance, 
but  the  practical  working  out  of 
scheme  for  pensioning  in  a  substantial 
manner,  the  decrepit  membership  of  a 
voluntary  organization,  composed  of  a 
mixture  of  nationalities,  politics  and 
creeds,  is  necessarily  an  untried  ex- 
periment. The  International  Typo- 
graphical Union  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
safely  relied  upon  to  solve  the  ques- 
tion in  a  comprehensive  and  practical 
manner. 


THE  GERMANIC  RAILWAYS 

From  the  report  issued  by  the  Em- 
pire Railway  Oflice,  on  the  results  of 
the  working  of  the  Germanic  railways 
during  the  decade  from  1894  to  1904 
there  were  83,601  miles  broad-tracked 
railways  open  for  traflic  in  the  year 
1904  against  27,413  mUes  in  the  year 
1894;  consequently  these  have  been  in- 
creased by  20.4  per  cent  The  rolling 
stock  consisted,  in  the  year  1904,  of 
21,418  engines,  54  motor  wagons,  43,341 
passenger  carriages  and  436,768  good 
wagons.  The  total  cost  of  construc- 
tion increased  from  $442,000,000  to  $64,- 
146,000,000,  or  an  increase  of  45.5  per 
cent  The  receipts  from  passenger 
traflic  were  $15,026,000,000  in  the  year 
1904  as  against  $9,119,000,000  in  the 
year  1894,  consequently  an  increase  of 
63.7  per  cent  The  passenger  service 
included  military  and  special  trains 
and  had  a  plurality  of  $5,568,000,- 
000,  or  62.8  per  cent.;  and  the  trans- 
mitting of  ba^^ge  and  dogs  a  plu- 
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rality  of  $219,000,000,  or  80.2  per  cent 
during  the  perquisites,  and  haye  in- 
creased $61,000,000,  or  88.7  per  cent. 
The  receipts  from  transportation  of 
merchandise  were  $34,368,000,000  in  the 
year  1904  as  against  $22,545,000,000  in 
1894,  an  increase  of  52.4  per  cent.  The 
total  receipts,  exclusive  of  rent,  have 
increased  from  $32,942,000,000  in  the 
year  1894  to  $52,976,000,000  in  1904,  or 
an  increase  of  60.8  per  cent.,  and  the 
expenditures,  exclusiye  of  the  expenses 
for  completions,  extensions,  meliora- 
tions and  rent  from  $19,765,000,000  to 
$32,921,000,000,  or  an  increase  of  66.4 
per  cent  With  exclusion  of  the  ex- 
penses for  completions,  extensions, 
meliorations  and  rents  the  surplus  of 
the  receipts  above  expenditures  has 
been  increased  by  52.3  per  cent,  viz., 
from  $13,369,000,000  in  the  year  1894 
to  120,056,000,000  in  1904.  There  have 
been  employed  582,370  officers  and  la- 
borers, including  workmen,  apprentices 
and  women  in  the  year  1904,  conse- 
quently one  employe  of  the  railway 
to  102  inhabitants.  The  wages  paid 
were  $19,592,000,000  with  addition  of 
$1,211,000,000  for  aims  of  welfare  in 
the  year  1904,  as  against  $12,341,000,- 
000  in  the  year  1894.— L.  Loydolds, 
Austria. 


ON  THE  ICE  14  YEARS 

Oldest  Storage  Beef  in  Giptivity 
to  be  Released— Will  be  Fed  to 
the  Office  Dog. 

A  Washington  dispatch  of  Oct.  15th 
says  that  Dr.  Harvey  W.  Wiley,  Uncle 
Sam's  wizard  in  chemistry,  is  about  to 
release  from  captivity  a  side  of  beef 
that  has  been  held  in  a  refrigerating 
plant  for  more  than  fourteen  years. 
This  is  the  story: 

Two  years  ago  Dr.  Wiley,  chief  chem- 
ist of  the  department  of  agriculture, 
inaugurated  a  series  of  experiments 
with  a  view  to  determining  the  nutri- 
tive value  of  meat,  game,  poultry,  eggs, 
butter,  milk,  cream  and  other  food 
products  kept  in  cold  storage  for  in- 
definite periods.  The  results  are  about 
to  be  placed  in  the  form  of  a  report, 
which  will  be  submitted  to  Congress 
at  its  coming  session.  These  experi- 
ments demonstrate,   it  is  understood. 


that  it  is  unsafe  to  eat  foods  that  have 
been  kept  on  ice  for  three  months  or 
longer. 

"When  we  started  these  experi- 
ments," said  Dr.  Wiley  today,  "notice 
01  our  intention  was  sent  broadcast  to 
the  managers  of  refrigerating  plants. 
One  of  them  in  Cleveland  informed  the 
department  tnat  he  had  a  side  of  beef 
that  had  been  in  refrigeration  for  more 
than  twelve  years.  We  asked  the  Cleve- 
land man  to  contribute  it  for  use  in 
our  scheme  of  experimentation.  He 
did." 

Dr.  Wiley  was  asked  if  this  long- 
lived  piece  of  beef  would  be  fed  to  the 
poison  squad,  whose  members  have 
laid  their  stomachs  on  the  altar  of 
science,  and  who  for  several  months 
have  been  devouring  all  sorts  of  foods 
selected  because  of  the  belief  that  they 
are  deleterious  to  health. 

"I  will  not,"  said  Dr.  ^miey  em- 
phatically. 

"Why  not?"  he  was  asked. 

"We  will  first  try  it  on  the  dog,"  he 
replied  with  a  smile. 

Then  Dr.  Wiley  explained.  Meat 
and  other  foods,  if  appearances  are  to 
be  accepted,  may  be  kept  in  cold  stor- 
age for  long  periods  without  any  ap- 
parent degradation  in  their  nutritive 
value  or  quality.  But  between  the  time 
tney  are  removed  from  a  refrigerator 
and  the  time  they  are  prepared  to  be 
fed  ptomaine  or  alkaloldal  bodies  may 
develop  that  would  make  them  fatal 
if  taken  into  the  human  stomach. 

The  meat,  poultry,  game  and  other 
articles  that  have  been  in  Dr.  Wiley's 
icehouse  for  the  last  two  years  will 
rfot,  therefore,  be  fed  to  the  poison 
squad.  Their  condition  will  be  tested 
by  the  chief  cuemist  and  his  assistants 
in  other  ways.  When  put  in  the  re- 
frigerator plant  in  the  first  instance 
the  tissues  of  the  meat  were  carefully 
measured,  and  Fince  have  been  remeas- 
ured  at  intervals. 


LOST- 

Bto.  T.  W.  Collins  of  Lodge  No.  134, 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  writing  from  Fresno, 
Cal.,  reports  he  was  robbed  of  a  sum  of 
money  and  his  receipts  of  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  for  the  past  three  years.  If  any- 
one finds  the  receipts  please  forward 
to  J.  J.  McCarthy,  secretary  of  Lodge 
No.  134,  3709  North  Eleventh  Street, 
St  Louis,  Mo. 
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Taft,  the   Injunction  Standard- 
Bearcr. 

Bt  Samttel  Gompbbs. 

Since  ttie  annonncement  that  Secre> 
tary  Wm.  H.  Taft  Is  aa  aTOwed  aspir- 
ant for  the  presidential  nomination,  it 
has  been  arranged  that  he  should  de- 
liver a  nomber  of  addresses  on  his  way 
westward,  making  a  visit  to  the  Philip- 
pines, Japan  and  China  and  do  such 
"other  things"  as  will  tend  to  further 
his  aspiration.  He  recently  delivered 
the  first  formal  address  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  then  at  different  points, 
reaching  Oklahoma  City,  and  thence  \jo 
beattle.  In  each  speech  he  discussed 
several  important  questions  of  general 
or  local  character.  In  the  last  few 
addresses  he  devoted  considerable  of 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  subject 
of  injunctions,  and  to  this  we  desire 
to  call  especial  attention. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  he  gave  for 
advising  the  people  of  Oklahoma  to  re- 
ject the  oonstitutiQn  was  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  contained  a  bad  and  danger- 
ous limitation  upon  the  power  of  the 
courts  to  grant  and  enforce  writs  of 
injunction.  Mr.  Taft,  it  appears,  was 
very  "strong"  and  "outspoken"  in  nis 
handling  of  this  question. 

The  injunction,  he  declared,  was  one 
of  the  most  valuable,  beneficent,  and 
essential  instruments  of  law  and  jus- 
tica  It  was  even  more  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  i>oor  than  of  the 
rich,  and  to  limit  it  in  any  way  would 
put  more  power  in  the  hands  of  rich 
criminals  and  oppressors. 

The  provision  to  which  he  so  serious- 
ly objected  did  not,  however,  limit  the 
power  to  i88U€  injunctions.  It  only 
limited  the  power  of  judges  to  punish 
alleged  violators  of  injunctions,  to 
send  them  to  prison  for  alleged  con- 
tempt of  court  ioit?U)ut  trial  hy  jury. 
It  is  to  the  intervention  of  a  juc7 
between  the*  injunction  and  the  sen- 
tence for  contempt  that  the  secretary 
took  exception. 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  in  a 
humorous  mood.  He  seemed  wholly  in 
earnest  He  argued  that  it  is  essential 
to  the  protection  of  the  poor  man  that 
judges  should  have  the  power  to  find 
men  guilty  of  contempt  and  give  them 
prison  sentttices  without  referring  the 
fkcts  of  the  case  to  a  jury  of  the  de- 
fendant's peers. 


Now,  we  do  not  think  it  neoessary 
to  enter  into  any  prolcmged  controversy 
with  Mr.  Taft  on  this  point  Organized 
labor  is  quite  competent  to  judge  how 
much  the  power  of  judges  to  declare 
men  guilty  of  contempt  and  condemn 
them  to  imprisonment  has  in  the  past 
benefited  the  poor  man  or  is  likely  to 
benefit  him  in  the  future.  The  idea 
that  the  rich  would  derive  advantage 
from  the  limitation  of  this  power  sug- 
gested by  tne  Oklahomans  (a  limitsr 
tion  made  necessary  by  the  develop- 
ments of  the  last  10  or  12  years)  will 
appear  to  all  intelligent  workmen  as  a 
solemn  joke — ^which  it  is. 

The  argument,  however,  becomes  in- 
teresting in  connection  with  Mr.  Taft's 
aspirations  in  the  political  field.  It 
shows  that  he  has  not  changed  his  posi- 
tion since  his  campaign  in  Congress- 
man Littlefield's  district  last  year. 
Now,  as  then,  he  ignores  all  the  funda- 
mental and  vital  objections  to  the  abuse 
of  the  injunction  and  the  consequent 
abolition  of  trial  by  jury  in  labor  cases. 
He  still  seeks  to  evade  the  issue,  to 
find  sophistical  reasons  for  upholding 
a  monstrous  abuse.  He  has  learned 
nothing  and  forgotten  nothing  on  the 
subject  since  his  career  as  a  judge  of 
the  Federal  Circuit  Court  He  was 
one  oi:  the  early  injunction  judges,  and 
as  statesman  and  politician  he  is  evi- 
dently determined  to  defend  his  record. 

Bven  when  he  was  a  judge  of  an  in- 
ferior Ohio  court — ^the  Superior  Court 
of  Cincinnati — he  rendered  a  sweeping 
decision  denying  the  legality  of  a  per- 
fectly peaceable  boycott  of  what  has 
been  called  the  "secondary  kind."  A 
union  had  declared  a  boycott  against  a 
certain  firm  for  good,  sufllcient  and  ad- 
mittedly legal  reasons.  When  other 
firms,  upon  request  refused  to  stop 
dealing  with  the  boycotted  employer, 
the  latter  in  turn  were  quietly  and 
peacefully  boycotted.  Judge  Taft  not 
only  declared  that  men  had  no  right 
to  institute  such  "secondary"  boycotts 
— ^that  is,  to  refuse  to  give  their  patron- 
age to  firms  dealing  with  their  ene- 
mies— ^but  he  indulged  at  some  length 
in  refiections  and  dicta  which  implied 
that  even  "primary"  boycotts,  no  mat^ 
ter  how  peaceable,  are  illegal  when 
they  are  the  result  of  combination  and 
are  intended  to  "coerce"  the  persons 
boycotted.  The  opinion  contained  some 
glittering  generalities  about  the  right 
to  organize  and  to  strike,  even  in  large 


Digitized  by 


Google 


19 


JOURNAL  or  THB  tWITOHMBN'S  UNION. 


numbers  and  for  "doubtful"  reasons, 
but  it  held  tnat  unions  which  declare 
and  maintain  boycotts,  eyen  of  the 
primary  order,  become  malicious  and 
oppressiye  combinations,  dangerous  to 
the  peace  and  well-being  of  the  com- 
munity. In  other  words,  men  who 
quietly  trade  with  those  who  are 
friendly  to  them,  and  who  refrain  from 
patronizing,  and  ask  their  friends  to 
refrain  from  patronizing,  those  who 
are  hostile  to  them,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, are  malicious  disturbers  of  order 
and  liable  to  punishment. 

An  apologist  tells  us  that  Judge 
Taft  did  not  make  the  law,  but  only  de- 
clared and  applied  it,  in  rendering  this 
radical  decision.  Tet  the  same 
apologist  admits  that  "the  case  has 
been  a  leading  one"  ever  since,  and 
that  Judge  Taft  "bHlliantly  applied 
old  principles  to  new  situations."  The 
distinction  between  Judicial  legislation 
and  making  novel  or  brilliant  applica- 
tions of  old  principles,  and  thus  es- 
tablishing precedents — is  about  as  sub- 
stantial as  that  between  tweedl^ee  and 
tweedledum. 

As  judge  of  the  Federal  Court,  Taft 
had  to  deal  with  some  far-reaching  in- 
junction and  contempt  cases.  In  the 
Toledo  and  Ann  Arbor  Railroad  case 
he  decided  that  the  locomotive  en- 
gineers of  certain  roads  had  no  legal 
right  to  refuse  to  handle  the  freight 
of  another  road  that  was  involved  in  a 
strike  and  employing  non-union  labor. 
Though,  he  said,  the  relation  between 
the  roads  and  the  engineers  was  one  of 
free  contract,  and  the  latter  might 
strike  for  any  reason,  they  could  not, 
while  holding  their  positions,  dis- 
criminate in  the  handling  of  freight 
A  refusal  to  handle  certain  freight 
would  amount  to  a  violation  of  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Law  and  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  government,  as  well 
as  against  the  railroads  employing 
them.  This  decision  compelled  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers 
to  abrogate  one  of  its  rules  and  change 
what  it  believed  to  oe  a  perfectly  le- 
gal method. 

In  tne  Phelan  contempt  case  of  1894 
Judge  Taft  decided  that  a  union  official 
had  no  right  to  "incite"  a  peaceable 
strike  among  the  employes  of  a  rail- 
road in  order  to  help  striking  employes 
of  another  road  or  carrier.  Phelan 
was  adjudged  guilty  of  contempt 
for  violation  of  an  omnibus  injunc- 


tion against  "interference"  with  a 
certain  railroad.  If  he  had  urged  thei 
men  to  strike  for  higher  wages,  the: 
Judge  held,  he  would  have  been  within 
his  rights;  but  as  he  had  urgiKl  a  pure- 
ly sympathetic  strike,  he  had  commit-^ 
ted  a  crime,  tor  a  sympathetic  strike 
was  a  boycott,  and  a  sympathetic  boy^ 
cott  was  a  comq;>iracy.  This  case  has. 
also  been  "a  leading  one"  and  has 
often  been  cited  by  anti-labor  attorneys 
seeking  injunctions  against  sym<^ 
pathetic  strikes  and  peaceful  boycotts 

The  opinion  of  Judge  Taft  contained 
some  expressions  that  were  favorable 
to  organlzaftion  and  to  "selfish"  strikes; 
but  these  were  not,  and  have  not  been,, 
of  any  value.  It  is  too  late  in  the  day 
to  attempt  to  make  all  strikes  criminal 
or  to  prohibR  combinations  of  labor. 
What  the  militant  plutocrats  now  want 
is  the  outlawing  not  only  of  sym^ 
pathetic  but  all  strikes  under  any  cir- 
cumstances and  of  all  boycotts,  direct 
or  indirect,  primary  or  secondary.  The 
Taft  decisions  have  furnished  them 
with  ammunition  and  weapons. 

Secretary  Taft  is  not  above  seeking 
to  influence  Congress  adversely  on 
pending  legislation  demanded  by  labor. 
He  has  nothing  to  say  with  reference  to 
any  measure  aimed,  or  rather  that 
should  be  aimed  at  corporate  extortion 
and  other  ills  that  afflict  the  people. 
The  fear  that  the  power  of  the  courts 
may  be  curtailed  in  their  attempt  to 
usurp  legislative  powers  and  paralyze 
labor  in  any  dispute  with  capital  (with 
the  labor  side  absent  and  unheard)  ap- 
pears to  be  next  his  heart,  or  on  his 
nerves. 

After  the  expression  of  a'  superficial 
and  erroneous  view  as  to  what  should, 
and  what  should  not,  constitute  prop- 
erty, he  says: 

So  you  see  Mr.  Gk>mper8'  proposition 
lacks  justice  at  the  foundation.  See 
what  the  effect  would  be.  It  would  make 
a  favored  class  of  wrongdoers  among 
the  workingmen. 

So  that  labor's  position  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  injunction  abuse  may  be 
clearly  understood,  we  set  forth  some 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  equity 
upon  which  labor  bases  its  claims. 

The  writ  of  injunction  was  intended 
to  be  exercised  for  the  protection  of 
property  rights  only. 

He  who  would  seek  its  aid  must 
come  into  court  with  clean  hands. 
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There  niiiet  be  no  other  adequate 
remedy  at  law. 

It  must  nerer  be  used  to  curtail  per- 
sonal rii^ts. 

It  must  not  be  used  ever  in  an  effort 
to  punish  crime. 

It  must  not  be  used  as  a  means  to 
set  aside  trial  by  jury. 

We  protest  against,  the  discrimina- 
tion of  the  courts  against  the  laboring 
men  of  our  country  which  deprives 
them  of  their  constitutional  guarantee 
of  equality  before  the  law. 

The  injunctions  which  the  courts 
issue  against  labor  are  supposed  by 
them  to  be  good  enough  law  today, 
when  there  exists  a  dispute  between 
workmen  and  their  employers;  but  it 
is  not  good  law,  in  fact,  is  not  law  at 
all,  tomorrow  or  next  day  when  no 
such  dispute  exists. 

Injunctions  as  issued  against  work- 
men are  never  used  or  issued  against 
any  other  citizen  of  our  country. 

It  is  an  attempt  to  deprive  citizens 
of  our  country,  when  these  citizens  are 
workmen,  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury. 
It  is  an  effort  to  fasten  an  offense 
on  them  when  they  are  innocent  of  any 
wrongdoing. 

It  is  an  indirect  assertion  of  a  prop- 
erty right  in  men  when  these  men  are 
workmen  engaged  in  a  lawful  effort  to 
protect  or  advance  their  natural  rights 
and  interests.  Injunctions  as  issued 
in  trade  disputes  are  to  make  outlaws 
of  men  when  they  are  not  even  charged 
with  doing  things  in  violation  of  any 
law  of  state  or  nation. 

Injunctions  issued  in  labor  disputes 
are  not  based  on  law,  but  are  a  species 
of  judicial  legislation— judicial  usurpa- 
tion In  the  interest  of  the  money  power 
against  workmen,  innocent  of  any  un- 
lawful or  criminal  act,  the  doing  of  the 
lawful  acts  rendering  the  workers 
guilty  of  contempt  of  court. 

The  writ  of  injunction  is  in  itself 
a  beneficent  writ  for  the  protection  of 
property  rights,  but  it  never  was  in- 
tmded  and  never  should  be  applied  to 
deprive  men  of  their  personal  rights 
or  the  right  of  man's  ownership  of  him- 
self; the  right  of  freedom  of  locomo- 
tion; freedom  of  assembly;  freedom  of 
association;  the  freedom  of  doing 
those  things,  which  promote  life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  and 
which  are  not  in  violation  of  law. 

Labor  asks  no  immunity  for  any 
man  who  may  be  guilty  of  unlawful  or 


criminal  conduct.  But  we  do  insist 
that  when  a  workman  is  charged  with 
a  crime  he  shall  be  tried  by  the  same 
process  of  law  as  any  other  citizen. 
Any  other  method  is  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  a  shock  to  the  conscience  of 
our  people;  the  spirit  ana  genius  of 
our  republic.  Against  any  other  view 
we  protest;  with  anything  less  we 
shall  not  be  content. 

The  mjunctions  against  which  we 
protest  are  flagrantly,  and  without  war- 
rant of  law,  issued  daily  in  some  sec- 
tion of  our  country. 

x'resident  Samuel  Gtompers  said  !n 
his  Labor  Day  speech  at  the  James- 
town Eizposition: 

"An  injunction  is  now  being  sought 
from  the  Supreme  Ck>urt  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Ck>lumbla  against  myself  and 
my  colleagues  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor. It  seeks  to  enjoin  us  from  doing 
perfectly  lawful  acts;  to  derive  us  of 
our  lawful  and  constitutional  rights. 

'*So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  let  me 
say  Liiat  never  have  I  nor  ever  will  I 
violate  a  law. 

''I  desire  it  to  be  clearly  understood 
that  when  any  court  undertakes  with- 
out warrrant  of  law.  by  the  Injunction 
process,  to  deprive  me  of  my  personal 
rights  and  my  personal  liberty,  guar- 
anteed by  the  constitution,  I  shall  have 
no  hesitancy  in  asserting  and  exercis- 
ing those  rights. 

"And  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  sound  a 
word  of  warning  and  advice  to  such  of 
the  rampant,  vindictive,  greedy  employ- 
ers, who  seek  to  rob  the  working  peo- 
ple of  our  country  of  their  lawful  and  • 
constitutional  rights  by  the  unwar- 
ranted injunction  process.  The  work- 
men of  the  United  States  are  citizens, 
are  men.  They  are  intelligent  and 
stand  erect,  looking  their  fellow-citi- 
zens squarely  in  the  face,  asking  no 
immunity  or  favors,  but  asserting  their 
equal  rights  with  all  other  men.  They 
can  and  will  maintain  their  equality 
before  the  law.  all  the  contesting 
money  power  to  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. The  full  power  of  labor  has  never 
yet  been  exercised  in  defense  of  its 
rights.  It  is  not  wise  to  compel  its 
exercise." 

Secretary  Taft  seems  to  be  bidding 
for  the  support  of  Van  Cleave's  manu- 
facturers' association,  and  would  at 
the  same  time  convey  the  impression 
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that  he  is  awfully  seoBltlye  on  the  sah- 
Ject  of  special  privileges. 

It  has  beea  shown  time  and  again 
that  what  labor  asks  by  the  pending 
anti-injunction  bill  is  simply  a  restora- 
tion of  that  equality  of  treatment  by 
the  courts  with  other  interests  which 
was  enjoyed  prior  to  the  establishment 
of  recent  precedents— in  the  establish- 
ments  of  which,  by  the  way.  Judge 
Taft  himself  took  a  leading  part  If 
the  mere  right  to  do  business,  which  is 
no  more  than  the  right  to  pursue  a 
calling  or  vocation,  is  property  to  be 
protected  by  injunction,  then,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  equality  for  which  he 
is  so  solicitous,  the  courts  should  aid 
the  wage-earner  to  hold  his  Job  and 
protect  him  by  injunction  against  dis- 
charge, even  for  cause.  But  that  is  a 
proposition  the  absurdity  of  which 
every  workingman  sees  at  a  glance. 

Secretary  Taft's  contention  with 
reference  to  what  he  terms  the  "boy- 
cott," would,  if  carried  to  its  logical 
result,  lead  to  the  dispersion  and 
forcible  breaking  up,  by  court  orders, 
of  every  assemblage  of  workingmen, 
however  innocent  or  lawful  their  pur- 
pose, and  to  the  nullification  of  all 
their  agreements. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  Secre- 
tary Taft  as  a  presidential  aspirant 
is  "afeared"  he  may  have  ruffled  a 
feather  uere  and  there  in  the  plume  of 
capitalist  power.  His  parting  words 
are  to  console  corporate  influence  and 
the  money  power  for  any  uneasiness  as 
to  his  position.  He  substantially  as- 
sures them  that  if  they  will  but  give 
him  their  support,  he  will  hand  over 
.  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  worst  ele- 
ments of  the  capitalists'  class  the  work- 
ingmen of  the  United  States,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  shackled  by  injunc- 
tions for  which  he  will  stand. — Ameri- 
can F€derationi8t, 


A  Cincinnati  man  laughed  so  hard  at 
a  funny  story  that  he  fell  off  the  wall 
on  which  he  was  sitting  and  hurt  him- 
self. All  of  which  goes  to  show  that 
once  in  a  while  a  Joke  does  get  into 
Cincinnati. 


An  approving  conscience  is  better 
than  an  applauding  world. 

A  fault  which  humbles  a  man  is  of 
more  use  to  him  than  a  good  action 
which  puffs  him  up  with  pride. 


WED  A  HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO 

Hungarian  Couple  Cdelirate  tfidr 
Diamoml  Anniversary. 


A  dispatch  from  Vienna  of  Oct  14th 
says  that  in  the  little  village  of  Ison- 
bolgi  a  couple  celebrated  their  wedding 
anniversary  which  occurred  100  years 
ago.  All  Hungary  is  interested  and  the 
emperor  has  asked  the  authorities  to 
forward  to  him  offlcial  particulars  so 
he  can  personally  congratulate  the 
couple. 

The  long-wedded  couple  are  named 
Szathmari.  The  husband  is  120  yean 
old  and  the  wife  116.  They  have  hun- 
dreds of  descendants  in  and  around  the 
village. 

A  score  of  years  ago  there  was  a 
celebration  in  honor  of  the  man's  100th 
birthday,  and  application  was  made  to 
the  Hungarian  government  for  a  pen- 
sion. It  was  granted  after  the  records 
or  the  village  had  been  examined  and 
the  man's  age  verified.  Four  years 
later  the  woman  also  was  granted  a 
pension. 

The  old  people  live  in  a  modest  cot^ 
tage  and  are  well  looked  after  by  rela- 
tives. They  are  nearly  blind  and  deaf, 
and  sleep  nearly  all  the  time.  The 
man,  however,  still  enjoys  his  pipe  and 
a  glass  of  wine,  and  neither  is  bed- 
ridden. 

It  is  a  strange  fact  that  in  all  their 
years  they  have  never  left  the  village 
and  know  nothing  of  the  great  world 
outside  of  Isonbolgi.  They  were  both 
bom  there  and  have  lived  continuously 
a  quiet  and  peaceful  life. 

The  celebration  of  their  hundredth 
wedding  day  was  participated  in  by  the 
entire  village,  which  is  proud  of  having 
establisiied,  without  any  doubt,  a 
world's  record. 


"Tou  can't  fool  me  with  stage 
scenery,"  said  the  rural  critic.  "It 
looks  pretty  natural  to  me,"  remarked 
her  companion.  "Ever  see  'Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin?' "  "Yes,  that's  the  play  I  was 
thinkin'  of.  Tou  remember  the  ice 
that  Eliza  crossed  when  she  was  ee- 
capin'?  Well,  I'm  Just  as  sure  as  I 
can  be  that  it  was  artificial!"— Cleve- 
land Plain  Dealer. 
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WHAT  WILL  CONGRESS  DO? 

Iti  a  few  weeks  the  sixtieth  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America  wili 
convene  in  its  first  session.  Among 
those  matters  that  are  almost  certain 
to  be  legislated  upon  there  will  be  a 
new  "Safety  Appliance  Act,"  although 
the  measure  which  may  be  enacted  into 
law,  bearing  on  this  subject,  may  not 
be  introduced  and  passed  under  that 
cognomen.  It  matters  not,  however, 
by  what  name  the  law  may  be  known 
if  it  comprehends  those  essentials 
which  will  have  the  effect  to  secure 
the  elimination  of  those  unsafe^  or  de- 
fective, devices  which,  despite  the 
"Safety  Appliance  Act"  of  fifteen  years 
ago,  are  now  in  general  use  and  which 
contribute  to  the  death  and  injury 
record  in  a  ratio  four  times  as  great  as 
that  which  first  developed  public  con- 
cern and  brought  about  the  national 
agitation  of  this  subject.  Recurring  to 
a  letter  from  Secretary  Moseley,  which 
was  published  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
JouBNAi^,  there  are  two  propositions 
which  he  states  that  prove  the  utter 
abortiveness  of  the  "Safety  Appliance 
Act"  which  became  a  law  in  1893.  The 
first  of  these  reads  as  follows: 

**rhe  Safety  Appliance  law  was 
enacted  primarily  for  the  protection  of 
employes  in  the  train  service  of  the 
railroads," 

The  second  proposition  is  the  latter 
clause  of  the  same  sentence,  and  reads 
as  follows: 

''And  in  its  administration  of  this 
law  the  commission  has  earnestly  en- 
deavored to  procure  for  employes  the 
largest  possible  measure  of  safety." 

The  reader  will  note  that  the  first 
quotation  ends  with  a  comma  and  the 


last  with  a  period,  but  it  is  thus  divid- 
ed to  show  the  two  distinct  proposi- 
tions which  the  sentence  as  a  whole 
contains.  As  a  contrast  with  the  first 
proposition  the  Joubnal  herewith  pub- 
lishes a  comparison  of  accident  statis- 
'tics  which  recently  appeared  in  the 
Chicago  Record-Herald,  and  which  is 
as  follows: 

TEAR.  KILLED.         I.NJUBED. 

1890 6,336  29,027 

1891 7,029  33,881 

1892 7,147  36,662 

1893... 7,346  40,393 

1894 6.447  31,889 

1895 6,136  33,748 

1896 6,448  38,687 

1897 6,437  36,731 

1898 6,869  40,882 

1899 7,123  44.620 

1900 7,865  50,320 

1901 8,456  63.339 

1902 8,588  64,662 

1903 9,840  76.553 

1904 10,046  84,155 

1906 9,703  86,008 

1906 10.034  97,770 

Greatest  Wrecks  in  the  UfiriTED 
States. 

TEAR.  place.  killed. 

1856— Camphill,    Pa 66 

1876— Ashtabula,   Ohio    80 

1887— Chatsworth,    111 85 

1888— Mud  Run,  Pa 66 

1896— Atlantic  City,  N.  J 47 

1903— Laurel  Run,  Pa 65 

1904— Eden,  Col 94 

1904 — Newmarket,  Tenn 63 

1904— Pinon,  Col 60 

1906— Atlantic  City,  N.  J 64 

1906— Woodville.  Ind 61 

1906— Washington.  D.  C 53 

1907— Salem,  Mich 31 

Serious  Railroad  Acx;idents  Since 

Januart  IST. 
date.  place.  killed,  inj. 

Jan.     1 — ^Richmond,  Ky 0  8 

Jan.     2— Volland,  Kan 34        55 

Jan.     2— Brule,  Neb 1  2 

.  Jan.     6 — Loreland,  Iowa 1  3 
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Jan.    12— Bardwell,  Ky 4  0 

Jan.   13— Chicago   0  10 

Jan.   13 — Barney,  N.  M 3  11 

Jan.   13— Bloomington,' 111.   ..1  0 

Jan.   18 — ^Hutchinson,   Kan.    .1  3 

Jan.    18 — Fowler,   Ind 16  20 

Jan.   19 — Hammond,  Ind 0  12 

Jan.   19 — Desota,  Kan 3  0 

Jan.   19— Meridian,  Miss 1  4 

Jan.   19— Alma,  Mich 1  0 

Jan.   19 — Sanford,  Ind 18 

Jan.    20 — Falrview  Pit,  Ohio.  0  6 

Jan.   20 — Toledo,  Ohio   1  3 

Feb.     7 — German   Valley.   111.  3  5 

Feb.     8— Chicago   1  23. 

Feb.     9 — Birmingham,   Ala. . .  2  6 

Feb.     9 — Pittsburg,  Pa 0  6 

Feb.   22— Altoona,   Pa 22  153 

Feb.   22— Washton  Mills,   la..  1  9 

Feb.    22— Hatfield,  Minn 0  13 

Feb.   24— Pittsburg,  Pa 0  5 

Feb.   27 — Santa  Cruz,  Cal.  ...  1  1 

Feb.   28 — Indian  Creek,  Pa.  . .  1  9 

Feb.   28— Caliente,  Nev 3  40 

Feb.   28— Chicago   1  4 

Mar.     1 — Nautaguck,  Conn.    .  4  6 

Mar.     7— Geneva,  111 2  3 

Mar.  15— Little  Rock,  Ark.  . .  2  8 

Mar.  16 — ^Bancroft,  Mich 0  6 

Mar.  22— Avon.  Ind 1  H 

Mar.  23— Los  Angeles,  Cal.  . .  6  17 

Mar.  26— Pendleton,  Mo 0  15 

Mar.  28— Colton,  Cal 28  90 

Apr.     1— Fort  Worth,  Tex.  . .  6  0 

Apr.    14— Alexandria,   La.    ...  3  0 

Apr.    14— Sullivan,   Ohio    ....  1  2 

Apr.    15— Bartlett,  N.  D 5  20 

Apr.    21— Woodlawn  Jc,  Ala.  2  12 

Apr.    28— Bridgeville,  Pa.    ...  2  0 

May      4— Manhattan,  Mont.   .  1  25 

May     9— Chicago   1  33 

May   11— Santa  Barbara.  Cal. 31  40 

May   14— Ashtabula,  Ohio   ...  3  0 

May    22— West  Grendale,  Cal.  2  22 

May   22— Maysville,  Ky 1  19 

June    2— San  Antonio,  Tex.   .  1  20 

June  14— Johnson  City.  Tenn.  6  20 

June  15— Palermo,  N.  D 0  17 

June  23— Hartford.  Conn.    ...  8  35 

July     8— Herrin,   111 3  0 

There  is  a  discrepancy  between  the 
"Annual  Report"  of  casualties  as  given 
by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, and  the  "Quarterly  Accident  Bul- 
letin" report  issued  by  the  same  official 
body.  This,  however,  is  accounted  for 
from  the  fact  that  the  latter  record  is 
confined  to  passengers  in  train  acci- 


dents, and  to  employes  '*while  on 
duty."  It,  therefore,  will  better  serve 
the  purpose  of  the  Journal  to  confine 
its  consideration  to  the  "Quarterly  Bul- 
letin" record.  The  first  year  of  the 
"Quarterly  Bulletin"  record  of  casual- 
ties ended  on  the  30th  of  June,  1902. 
The  last  ended  June  30«  1907.  The  last 
Bulletin  of  the  last  year's  record  has 
not,  at  this  writing,  been  issued.  Com- 
paring the  five  years'  Bulletin  record 
of  casualties  which  has  already  been 
completed,  they  run  as  follows:  For 
1902  the  casualties  to  passengers 
amounted  to  303  killed,  and  3,089  in- 
jured. The  casualties  to  employes 
amounted  to  2,516  killed,  and  36,711  in- 
jured. In  other  words,  for  every  pas- 
senger killed  there  were  eight  em- 
ployes who  met  the  same  fate,  and 
seven  employes  to  every  one  passenger 
were  the  victims  of  injuries.  For  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1903,  the  casualty 
record  amounted  to  3,554  killed,  and 
45,997  injured,  or  an  increase  of  735, 
twenty  per  cent,  in  the  death  record, 
and  5,197,  twelve  per  cent,  in  the  in- 
jury record  of  the  previous  year. 

Of  this  year's  record  there  were  3,233 
employes  killed,  and  45,997  injured. 
The  ratio  of  increase  (thirty  per  cent.) 
in  killed  and  injured  were  about  the 
same.  The  three  succeeding  years' 
casualty  records  run  as  follows:  For 
1904  the  Bulletin  record  was  3,787 
killed  and  51,394  injured.  The  casual- 
ties to  passengers  amounted  to  320 
killed  and  8,058  injured.  For  1905  the 
Bulletin  record  was  3,978  killed  and 
55,456  injured.  The  casualties  to  pass- 
engers amounted  to  437  killed  and  10,- 
040  injured.  For  1906  the  Bulfetin 
record  was  4,225  killed  and  66,779  in- 
jured. Tne  casualties  to  passengers 
amounted  to  418  killed  and  11,185  in- 
jured. 

Thus  it  is,  by  comparing  the  first 
year's  Bulletin  record  with  the  fifth, 
we  find  that  in  four  years'  time  there 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOXTRNAIi  OF  THB  SWITCHMBN'S  UNION. 


17 


was  an  increase  of  trom  42,619  casual- 
ties to  71,004  casualties.  Of  this  record 
the  casualties  in  train  accidents  in- 
creased from  10,694  to  19,964,  or  about 
ninety  per  cent,  while  the  casualties 
to  employes  (ninety  per  cent  of  which 
being  in  yard  service)  was  from  30,463 
to  50,977,  or  an  increase  of  about  sey- 
enty  per  cent  Of  the  classifications 
(four  in  number)  of  casualties  to  em- 
ployes in  other  than  train  accidents, 
they  appear  rnder  the  following  heads: 
iFirSi,  "coupling  and  uncoupling";  sec- 
ond, "overhead  obstructions";  third, 
*'falllag  from  cars,  etc.";  fourth,  "other 
causes."  Of  the  "first  class"  the  in- 
crease in  four  years  was  from  2,256  to 
3314,  or  about  seyenty  per  cent.  Of 
the  "second  class"  the  increase  was 
from  1,174  to  1,629,  or  about  thirty- 
flye  per  cent  of  the  "third  dass." 
The  increase  was  from  7,401  to  11,966, 
or  about  forty  per  cent.  Now  comes 
the  "fourth  class"  under  that  most 
extraordinary  head  of  "other  causes," 
which  in  the  first  year's  Bul- 
letin record  amounts  to  19,711,  while 
in  the  last  year's  Bulletin  record  this 
"class"  amounts  to  33,558,  or  an  in- 
crease of  seyenty  per  cent.  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  number  of  casualties 
enrolled  under  this  "head,"  in  both 
cases,  amounts  to  more  than  all  the 
other  classes  of  casualties  to  employee 
combined.  What  significance  is  to  be 
attached  to  this?  The  answer  is  sim- 
ple enough:  that  the  real  cause  of  the 
casualties  which  are  placed  under  this 
head  are  suppressed  for  a  purpose  by 
the  "miltooy  ofUciaW  who  report  them. 
The  law  which  requires  a  report  to  the 
Interstate  Ck>mmerce  Commission  of  ah 
casualties  to  passengers  and  employes 
(the  latter  while  on  duty)  has  a  clause 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  general 
manager,  superintendent  or  other 
proper  official  of  every  common-carrier 
in  interstate  commerce  by  railroad  to 


make  a  monthly  report,  under  oath,  of 
all  collisions  and  of  all  accidents 
which  may  occur  to  its  passengers  and 
employes  while  in  tue  senrice  of  such 
common-carriers  and  actually  on  duty, 
which  report  shall  state  the  nature  and 
cause  thereof,  and  the  circumstances 
connected  therewith." 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  report  of 
an  accident  to  an  employe  is  to  be 
made  only  when  the  employe  is  "actu- 
ally on  duty."  If  it  should  happen  that 
the  next  moment  after  an  employe  lias 
quit  his  work,  and  not  twenty  feet 
away  from  the  point  where  he  per- 
termed  his  last  service  he  should  be- 
con^e  the  victim  of  an  accident,  the 
"railway  official"  is  exempt  from  report- 
ing the  facts  to  the  Ck>mmission.  That 
the  railroads  evade  as  many  reports 
of  accidents  as  they  possibly  can  by 
dodging  behind  this  feature  of  the  law 
cannot  be  a  matter  of  doubt.  For  this 
reason  the  "Bulletin"  record  has  never 
shown  more  than  seventy  per  cent  of 
the  casualties  to  employes  which  really 
did  occur.  As  an  illustration,  or  rather 
in  proof  of  this  fact,  the  Joubnal 
herewith  recurs  to,  or  cites,  the  two 
recprds  of  1906.  The  record  published 
in  the  four  quarterly  Bulletins  of  that 
year  show  an  aggregate  of  71,004 
casualues,  4,225  deaths  and  66,779  in- 
juries; whereas  the  "Annual  Report" 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
for  the  same  year  shows  a  total  of  108,- 
324  casualties,  or  10,618  deaths  and  97,- 
706  injuries.  Returning  to  that 
"classification"  of  accidents  enrolled 
under  the  head  of  '*other  causes"  the 
J0X7BNAL  finds  no  warrant  for  the  Com- 
mission's enrolling  a  single  casualty 
under  this  head.  In  the  first  place  the 
law  demands  a  specific  assignment  of 
the  "nature  and  cause  of  an  accident 
and  the  circumstances  connected  there* 
with."  In  the  second  place  no  acci- 
dent can  occur  to  an  employe  which 
ziay  not  be  enrolled  under  sdme  one 
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Of  the  four  specific  heads  which  the 
Accident  Bulletin  contains;  for  it  is  a 
self-evident  proposition  that  when  an 
employe  is  the  victim  of  an  accident, 
if  he  did  not  "fall  from  the  car/'  or 
was  not  "struck  by  an  overhead  ob- 
struction," he  must  have  been  between 
or  under  the  car  trying  to  perform 
some  duty  or  service,  or  he  was  en- 
deavoring to  make  a  "flying  switch"  by 
running  along  the  side  of  a  car  trying 
to  pull  a  lever  that  would  not  be  pulled 
or,  in  other  words,  was  inoperative 
under  the  conditions  the  effort  was 
made.  Such  an  accident  would  clearly 
come  under  the  head  of  "coupling  or 
uncoupling/'  Vice-President  Connors, 
in  a  former  letter  to  the  Joubnal, 
graphically  describes  this  service  and 
the  hazard  attending  it  in  the  follow- 
ing language: 

"While  safety  appliances  have  in 
many  ways  lessened  the  burdens  of 
some  men  employed  in  other  branches 
of  train  service  they  have  not  benefited 
the  switchmen;  in  fact,  they  have  in- 
creased his  dangers.  I  refer  to  cutting 
of  cars.  In  the  day  of  the  link  and  pin 
a  switchman  could  pull  a  pin  and  he 
knew  that  his  cut  was  made,  but  tc^ay 
he  has  to  grab  a  lever  and  run  along 
with  the  car  six  or  seven  lengths,  or 
hang  on  to  the  side  of  the  car  with 
one  hand  and  hold  up  the  lever  with 
the  other.  Nine  times  in  ten  the  chain 
connecting  the  lever  to  the  lock-pin  is 
broken,  making  the  shifting  lever  use- 
less and  requiring  the  switchman  to 
swing  his  body  in  between  the  cars, 
holding  on  with  one  hand  and  holding 
up  the  lock-pin  with  the  other  till  the 
cars  part." 

Thus  it  is  clearly  indicated  that 
whatever  happens  to  the  switchman 
while  endeavoring  to  perform  the  feat 
described  the  coupling  apparatus  must 
be  held  responsible.  It  matters  not  if 
he  should  be  holding  on  to  the  side  of 
the  car  and  should  lose  his  hold  in  his 


effort  to  cut  the  cars,  and  falling  across 
the  track  become  mangled  in  conse- 
quence, though  such  an  accident  would 
Qoubtless  be  reported  under  the  head  of 
•lalling  from  a  car,"  or  "other  causes." 
From  these  and  other  facts  that  are 
well-known  to  every  switchman  who 
has  spent  any  length  of  time  in  hand- 
ling cars  in  yard  service,  the  conclu- 
sion is  inevitable  that  if  the  truth 
were  told  regarding  those  casualties 
which  are  enrolled  under  the  head  of 
''Other  cau8€8,'*  this  entire  record 
would  disappear  and  a  majority  of  the 
accidents  enrolled  under  this  head 
would  come  under  the  head  of  "coup- 
ling accidents."  What  would  not  prop- 
erly come  under  this  latter  head 
would,  or  should,  be  enrolled  under  the 
head  of  **coupHng  or  uncoupling  the 
train  pipes."  The  Joubnal,  in  its 
"Open  Letter"  to  Chairman  Knapp, 
which  was  published  in  the  July  issue, 
clearly  pointed  out  the  dangers  and 
likelihood  of  accidents  in  the  switch- 
men's efforts  to  perform  this  duty. 
Since,  however,  Secretary  Moseley  has 
announced  that  proper  legislation  on 
this  subject  would  be  enacted  by  the 
incoming  Congress  ii  is  not  necessary 
to  urge  this  point  here.  The  one  im- 
portant point  which  cannot  be  too 
strongly  emphasized  in  connection 
with  any  pending  legislation  regarding 
the  enforced  use  of  the  automatic  train 
pipe  coupler  is  the  more  imperative 
demand  for  eliminating  the  defective 
couplers  (drawheads)  in  advance  of 
s*  eh  a  requirement.  The  attachment 
of  an  automatic  train  pipe  coupler  to  a 
drawhead  which  is  defective  in  design 
will  not  only  add— materially— to  the 
defects  and  limitations  of  the  draw- 
head  in  question,  but  will  largely  tend 
to  nullify  the  practical  working  of  the 
train  pipe  coupler  itself.  In  conclu- 
sion the  JouBNAL  herewith  reminds 
the  incoming  Congress  that  it  is  up 
to  that  body  to  remedy  the  widespread 
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evil  which  now  preyails  by  virtue  of 
the  defective  coupling  devices  in  gen- 
eral use.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the 
passage  of  a  law  which  will  invest  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  with 
the  power^--and  duty— to  test  under 
condltl<Mis  prescribed  by  law  every  de- 
sign of  coupling  device  which  the  rail- 
roads will  be  licensed  to  use.  Such  a 
measure  will  be  introduced,  according 
to  promise,  at  the  incipiency  of  the 
next  Congress.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  or  not  that  body,  in  the  inter- 
est of  a  common  humanity  and  guided 
by  the  incontrovertible  evidence  before 
it,  will  enact  this  measure  into  law; 
or  whether  it  will  permit  the  side- 
tracking of  this  measure  and  pass 
some  makeshift  HU  for  which  some 
lobbyist,  working  in  the  interest  of  the 
railroads  and  having  no  regard  for  the 
saving  of  life,  will  be  the  chief  sponsor. 
If  the  latter  course  is  pursued  and  the 
railroads  are  permitted  to  continue  the 
use  of  those  defective  designs  which  ta 
day  are  costing  the  lives  and  limbs  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  employes  every 
year,  the  only  course  that  will  be  left 
to  those  railway  employes — switchmen 
as  a  rule — ^who  have  to  respond  with 
this  tribute  of  blood,  is  to  unite  in  re- 
fusing to  handle  cars  equipped  with 
these  devices  under  conditions  where 
they  fail  to  properly  perform  their 
automatic  functions.  Since  these  con- 
ditions are  numerous,  abounding  in 
every  freight  yard  where  curves  are 
frequent,  the  handling  of  cars  in  con- 
densed freight  yards  will  be  seriously 
retarded.  Such  a  proceedure  may  re- 
sult in  a  "discharge"  of  some  employes 
ana  make  a  strike  inevitable,  but  when 
it  comes  to  the  alternative  of  tamely 
submitting  to  the  deliberate  sacrifice  of 
the  lives  and  limbs  of  more  than  twen- 
ty thousand  employes  every  year  on 
tne  altar  of  corporate  greed,  striking 
in  revolt  of  such  a  policy  is  the  only 
course  left  to  the  manhood  of  those  in- 


volved to  pursue.  Congress  cannot  ig- 
nore that  remedial  legislation,  which 
will  have  the  effect  to  correct  these 
evils,  without  being  responsible  for  its 
failure.  The  responsibility  for  the  per- 
petuation of  an  evil  must  always  lie 
with  that  body  or  tribunal,  which  has 
the  power  or  authority  to  correct  or 
eliminate  the  evil,  and  fails  to  exercise 
it  Charles  Wame  Batting,  in  his  ex- 
haustive article  on  "Railway  Slaugh- 
ter," as  published  some  months  since 
in  the  Fm  Norden  Magomne  and  re- 
published in  the  May  issue  of  the  Joub- 
N AL,  very  properly  places  the  responsi- 
bility where  it  belongs,  when  he  im- 
pugns Congress  for  its  failure  to  pass 
a  law  that  would  invest  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  with  the  power 
to  determine  and  force  the  retirement 
of  "defective  equipment,"  whether  it  is 
shown  in  the  design  of  a  block  signal 
system  or  in  the  mechanism  of  a  coup- 
ling device  when  it  fails  to  perform 
its  required  (automatic)  function 
under  every  condition  where  they  have 
to  work.  The  imputation  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"What  would  the  people  of  the 
XTnited  States  have  to  say  about  it  if 
the  powers  at  Washington  sat  supinely 
while  ten  regiments  of  the  standing 
army  were  marched  out  in  a  single 
year  and  shot  down?  The  comparison 
is  not  farfetched  when  the  woeful  lack 
of  attention  to  so  serious  a  matter  at 
Washington  is  taken  into  considera- 
Uon." 

After  reviewing  the  operation  and 
effect  of  inadequate  laws  passed  by 
Congress  in  the  last  ten  years  the 
author  adds: 

"Meanwhile,  the  Commission  has  the 
painful  duty  of  reminding  Congress 
every  uiree  months  in  bulletins,  and 
every  year  in  a  more  comprehensive 
report,  that  the  railroads  of  the  coun- 
try are  killing  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren at  the  rate  of  twenty-six  a  day 
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and  injuring  237  a  day.  Months  may 
roll  on  months  and  years  may  yield 
to  years,  but  Congress  sits  idly  await- 
ing these  little  "accident  bulletins," 
issued  under  covers  of  the  gay  and 
glorious  red,  white  and  blue,  with 
never  a  thought  so  solemn  as  to  order 
that  they  be  bound  in  black." 

The  author  then  cites  as  an  example 
worthy  of  emulation  the  "English 
Board  of  Trade,"  with  whom  the  power 
is  lodged  to  pass  upon  the  design  of 
equipment  intended  for  use  by  the  rail- 
roads, and  to  prohibit  the  use  of  every 
device  that  is  not  up  to  the  standard 
of  requirement  as  an  essential  of 
safety  to  the  traveling  public  and  rail- 
way employes. 

The  Journal  earnestly  hopes  that 
Congress  will  not  permit  itself  to  con- 
tinue under  the  stigma  of  inaction  that 
is  thus  imputed  to  it,  but  that  it  will 
be  equal  to  the  occasion  and  pass  a  law 
that  will  have  the  effect  to  discover 
and  remove  every  defective  equipment 
whose  persistent  use  has  in  the  past, 
and  will  so  lon^  as  they  are  continued, 
involve  a  yearly  sacrifice  of  human 
lives  that  has  no  parallel  in  history. 


BEWARE  or  DECEPTION. 

The  righteous  wrath  of  organized 
labor  and  friends  has  made  itself  felt. 
The  ''unfair"  W.  W.  Kimball  Company, 
manufacturers  of  pianos  and  organs,  of 
Chicago,  111.,  have  been  compelled,  in 
order  to  promote  the  sale  of  their 
product,  to  resort  to  deception,  the 
stencil. 

Ever  since  1899,  when  the  Kimball 
Company  locked  out  their  employes  be- 
cause they,  as  members  of  the  Piano, 
Organ  and  Musical  Instrument  Work- 
ers' International  Union  of  America, 
requested  a  nine-hour  day,  fair  wages, 
fair  factory  conditions,  the  abolition  of 
contract  and  child  labor,  has  the  piano 
workers'  organization  besought  the 
assistance   of   organized   labor   in   its 


battle,  remarkable  for  its  persistency 
and  determination,  against  the  unfair 
attitude  of  the  above-named  company. 

At  present  writing  the  Arm  seem?  to 
be  in  a  bad  way,  having  found  it  neces- 
sary to  take  recourse  to  the  stencil  in 
order  to  overcome  the  odium  attached 
to  their  product 

Organized  labor  generally  has  re^ 
frained  from  purchasing  Kimball 
pianos  and  organs,  solely  on  account 
of  the  firm's  opposition  to  everything 
smacking  of  unionism. 

The  company  is  now  stencilling  a 
majority  of  their  product  with  names 
other  than  their  own.  In  this  way  it 
is  expected  to  counteract  labor's  effort. 

All  of  the  below-named  planes  and 
organs  are  made  by  the  Kimball  Com- 
pany of  Chicago,  111.: 

W.  W.  Kimball  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

Hinze,  Chicago,  111.  i 

Strauss,  Chicago,  111. 

Whitney,  Chicago,  111.  i 

HoUenberg,  Chicago,  111. 

Arion,  New  York.  » 

Dunbar  A  Co.,  New  York.  | 

Aallet  A  Davis,  Boston,  Mass. 

If  organized  labor  will  but  continue 
to  do  its  duty,  refrain  from  purchas- 
,  ing  any  of  the  above  instruments,  until 
organized  labor's  rights  are  recognized, 
the  deception  so  skilfully  calculated 
will  fall  of  its  purport. 

We  feel  Justified  in  prophesying, 
though  no  prophets,  that  labor's  efforts, 
if  persistently  applied,  will  cause  the 
Kimball  Company  to  shortly  see  the 
error  of  their  way. 

It  behooves  every  trade  unionist, 
male  or  female,  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  the  piano  workers  in  their  gallant 
contest  for  Union  conditions. 

Let  organized  Ikbor  and  friends 
eschew  the  Kimball  product  until  jus- 
tice is  done. 


It  is  better  to  be  a  good  failure  than 
a  bad  success. 
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The  above  Is  a  photo  of  Clarence 
Houghton,  president  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Council  of  Galveston,  Texas.  He 
has  for  years  been  untiring  in  his 
efforts  for  organized  labor,  and  was 
always  found  to  be  a  true  friend  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union.  He  has  a  record 
of  many  years*  standing  as  a  worker 
for  the  cause,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Musicians*  Union.  The  delegates  of  the 
Galveston  Council  will  do  well  to  keep 
Bro.  Houghton  at  its  head. 


ONWARD  AND  UPWARD. 

An  important  event  confronts  the 
members  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America  at  this  time.  A  gen- 
eral demand  requesting  audiences  with 
railway  officials,  for  the  purpose  of  dls- 
cu^lng  with  them  the  proposition  for 
an  increase  of  pay  of  six  cents  per 
hour,  besides  other  conditions  for  the 
improvpment  of  their  working  condi- 
tions have  been  placed  in  their  hands 
for  consideration.    They  have  been  re- 


quested to  meet  our  committees  upon 
these  very  Important  iaaues  Oct.  28th. 
Last  fall  this  union  made  demands 
for  an  eight-hour  working  day  and  an 
increase  of  ten  cents  an  hour  in  wages 
and,  after  a  spirited  controversy  of 
short  duration,  were  granted  an  ad- 
vance of  four  cents  per  hour  in  the 
large  district.  In  the  interests  of  har- 
mony at  that  time  we  sacrificed  the 
major  portion  of  our  demands,  thus 
showing  the  officials  and  the  public 
that  we  were  most  fair  and  reasonable 
in  our  efforts  to  adjudicate  the  con- 
troversy witnout  resorting  to  drastic 
measures.  Be  it  understood,  however, 
at  no  time  during  that  memorable  con- 
troversy, nor  since  then,  were  our  eyes 
closed  to  the  fact  that  the  concessions 
secured  from  the  railroads  were  by  no 
means  as  much  as  we  were  in  justice 
entitled  to,  nor  would  they  have  been 
had  they  allowed  us  the  full  amount 
of  our  demands;  yet  in  the  interest 
of  harmony  and  friendly  relations  of 
long  standing  with  these  corporations, 
and  the  further  desire  of  at  all  times 
being  anxious  and  willing  to  be  in  the 
good  graces  of  public  opinion,  we  ac- 
cepted the  four  cents  per  hour  increase 
in  good  faith,  not,  however,  to  be  con- 
sidered by  us  as  the  final  maximum 
scale  of  pay  during  the  unprecedented 
prosperous  times  ana  general  business 
activity  in  effect  at  that  time,  and 
which  are  stiil  in  evidence.  Had  we 
secured  the  entire  amount  requested  at 
that  time  we  would  be  receiving  only 
a  little  over  half  of  the  hourly  wages 
of  other  crafts  in  many  of  the  large 
terminal  points  of  this  country.  No 
more  experience  or  skill  is  required  in 
these  vocations  than  in  ours  to  produce 
desired  results  or  profitable  returns  to 
investors  In  the  various  kinds  of  In- 
dustry where  skilled-  labor  is  employed. 
The  business  public  at  least  is  aware 
of  the  reasonableness  of  our  demands 
and,    unless    we    grievously    misjudge 
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them,  thev  are  unwilling  to  entrust 
their  coiisignments  to  raw  hands 
when  the  very  life  of  their  trade  de- 
pends upon  the  prompt  movement  of 
traffic  to  and  from  their  plants. 

All  things  considered,  we  believe  we 
were  justified  in  making  the  demands 
we  did  last  fall,  and,  failing  to  secure 
full  amount,  or  a  major  portion  of  it, 
we  now  feel  justified  in  insisting  upon 
the  remainder  of  it,  and  ere  the  issue 
of  the  Novemoer  Joxtbkal,  many  of  our 
committees  will  have  had  audiences 
with  their  officials  relative  to  the  ques- 
tions at  issue.  Our  committees  will  be 
able  to  explain  to  them  the  fact  that 
never  in  the  history  of  our  work  were 
the  switchmen  paid  aAything  like 
wages  commensurate  with  services 
rendered.  Eliminating  entirely  the 
features  of  constant  exposure  to  all  de- 
grees of  climatic  conditions  and  the  un- 
usual hazards  incident  to  the  duties  re- 
quired of  us,  we  can  also  show  them 
their  financial  ability  to  pay  us  the  re- 
mainder of  six  cents  and  other  condi- 
tions we  are  asking  of  them  at  this 
time.  Brothers,  the  very  important 
question  confronts  us,  why  not  insist 
upon  their  coming  up  with  the  coin  to 
cover  our  demands?  They  have  already 
demonstrated  their  ability,  In  a  meas- 
ure at  least,  to  pay  better  wages  to 
switchmen  than  the  figures  agreed 
upon  last  fall,  by  granting  an  advance 
of  two  cents  per  hour  over  that  pay 
to  quite  a  portion  of  the  men  employed 
in  the  western  and  southwestern  sec- 
tions of  tue  country  where,  on  the  aver- 
age, the  country  is  sparsely  settled 
and  the  general  volume  of  business  is 
nothing  to  compare  with  that  done  in 
lae  eastern  and  northern  portion  of  the 
United  States.  We  can  conceive  of  no 
reasonable  excuse  or  equitable  basis  for 
this  difTerence  of  two  cents  in  favor  of 
the  section  of  country  above  referred 
to,  for  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in 
a  major  portion  of  it  such  a  thing  as 


an  overcoat  is  hardly  necessary  while 
working,  so  congenial  are  climatic  con- 
ditions. Such  is  not  the  case  in  the 
zone  eliminated  from  the  scope  where 
the  two  cents  were  recently  granted, 
and  they  must  now  do  a  little  business 
with  us.  Our  bread,  butter,  meat, 
clothing  and  other  necessaries  of  life 
are  higher  than  they  were  a  year  ago; 
besides  the  hail,  sleety  snow  and  com* 
bined  wintry  elements  are  almost  due. 
We  must  face  them,  yes,  we  are  ready 
and  willing  to  do  this  even  at  the  sac- 
rifice of  health,  comfort  and,  if  need 
be,  our  lives,  in  order  that  the  nation's 
commerce  may  move  under  prompt  and 
normal  conditions.  But  these  giant 
corporations  must  in  the  future  divert 
a  little  larger  portion  of  their  surplus 
earnings  to  the  switchmen  than  form- 
erly. In  fairness  we  are  entitled  to  it; 
in  justice  to  ourselves  and  families  we 
muet  have  it 

Brothers,  your  committees  have 
asked  for  it.    Are  they  right? 

Do  you  feel  the  need  of  a  raise  in 
wages?  If  so,  buckle  up  your  armor 
and  prepare  for  action  when  yeur  com- 
mittee calls  upon  you,  and  they  will 
surely  call  unless  the  companies  come 
across  with  the  bullion. 

Each  of  you  members  has  an  in- 
fluence with  other  members.  You  also 
have  an  influence  wltfi  non-members 
and  with  members  of  other  organiza- 
tions who  are  switching  cars.  •  NOW 
is  the  important  time  to  impress  it 
upon  them  that  this  move  for  better 
wages  and  better  conditions  in  gen- 
eral is  for  their  benefit  the  same  as 
yours.  While  we  are  willing  to  man- 
age the  move  and  stand  the  brunt  of 
failure  if  any  is  made,  it  must  be 
shown  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  non-members  that  we  succeed 
in  the  movement  We  therefore  do 
not  hesitate  in  saying  you  should  sup- 
port us  to  a  man  in  our  fight  for  im- 
proved wage  and  working  conditions. 
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By  80  doing  you  will  render  the  cause 
o(  labor  a  Just  and  deeerVing  tribute 
in  return  for  which  you  will  soon  re- 
eetre  a  larger  pay-day  check  than 
formerly.  Don't  allow  the  master 
minds  of  others  to  diyert  your  minds 
from  the  important  fact  that  six  cents 
increase  in  our  hourly  pay  is  the  main 
thing  we  are  after  for  you  and  them 
and  that,  too,  in  time  to  secure  a 
Christmas  turkey  with  the  increment 
of  your  first  pay  affected  by  the  raise. 

Another  thing,  don't  allow  anyone  to 
discourage  you  about  small  member- 
ship. It  has  won  victories  of  this  na- 
ture before  and  will  this  lime  if  .we 
haye  the  loyal  support  of  our  members 
and  friends  and  do  our  duty.  A  small 
quantity  of  leaven  will  raise  a  whole 
tub  of  dough,  likewise  a  small  army  of 
determined  switdimen  will  secure  Jus- 
tice and  good  wages  for  their  men  in 
the  face  of  all  opposition.  We  have 
set  the  pace  for  wage  standards,  give 
us  your  support  and  a  higher  one  than 
ever  will  ue  established  for  you. 

Remember,  should  it  come  to  a 
strike  it  will  not  be  a  jsympathetic  one, 
but  one  for  more  money. 

Do  your  full  duty!  Tour  honor,  your 
homes  and  your  future  welfare  are  in- 
volved in  this  controversy.  It  is  not 
the  time  for  taking  long  leave  of  ab- 
sence. Keep  your  feet  warm  and  shun 
those  colored  streaks  (you  know  the 
color  I  mean).  One  mighty  effort  from 
all  and  success  is  ours.  Let  our  slogan 
be  "ONWARD  AND  UPWARD!" 

W.  H.  Thompsozt, 

Lodge  No.  16,  Bast  St  Louis,  111. 


Tom  Simpson — ^''Bridget,  what  is 
wrong  with  this  sponge  cakef  It  is 
very  tough. '* 

Bridget  (fresh  from  the  sod) — 
''Shnre,  mum,  perhaps  the  sponge  I 
used  waa  purty  owld;  I  got  it  from 
Hinkley's  bam,  and  a  piece  of  the  cake 
WM  tent  over  to  Wickham's. 


WANING  HARDWOOD  SUPPLY 

Although  the  demand  for  hardwood 
lumber  is  greater  than  ever  before,  the 
annual  cut  today  is  a  billion  feet  less 
than  it  was  seven  years  ago.  In  this 
time  the  wholesale  price  of  the  differ- 
ent classes  of  hardwood  lumber  ad- 
vanced from  26  to  65  per  cent.  The 
cut  of  oak,  which  in  lSd9  was  more 
than  half  the  total  cut  of  hardwoods, 
has  fallen  off  36  per  cent  Yellow 
poplar,  which  was  formerly  second  in 
point  of  output,  has  fallen  off  38  per 
cent.,  and  elm  has  fallen  off  one-half. 

The  cut  of  softwoods  is  over  four 
times  that  of  hardwoods,  yet  it  is 
doubtful  if  a  shortage  in  the  former 
would  cause  dismay  in  so  many  in- 
dustries. The  cooperage,  furniture, 
and  vehicle  industries  depend  upon 
hardwood  timber,  and  the  railroads, 
telephone  and  telegraph  companies, 
agricultural  implement  manufacturers, 
and  builders  use  it  extensively. 

This  leads  to  the  question:  Where  is 
the  future  supply  of  hardwoods  to  be 
found?  The  cut  in  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
which,  seven  years  ago,  led  all  other 
States,  has  fallen  off  one-half.  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin 
have  also  declined  in  hardwood  produc- 
tion. The  chief  centers  of  production 
now  lie  in  the  lake  States,  the  lower 
Mississippi  Valley  and  the  Appalachian 
Mountains.  Tet  in  the  lake  States  the 
presence  of  hardwoods  is  an  almost  cer- 
tain indication  of  rich  agricultural 
land,  and  when  the  hardwoods  are  cut 
the  land  is  turned  permanently  to  agri' 
cultural  use.  In  Arkansas,  Louisiana, 
and  Mississippi  the  production  of  hard- 
woods is  clearly  at  its  extreme  height, 
and  in  Missouri  and  Texas  it  has  al 
ready  begun  to  decline. 

Thevlng  trol^to  the  question,  there- 
ihiount   to?     Ud.  to  lie  in  the  Appa- 
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lachian  Mountains.  They  contain  the 
largest  body  of  hardwood  timber  left 
in  the  United  States.  On  them  grow 
the  greatest  variety  of  tree  species  any- 
where to  be  found.  Protected  from 
fire  and  reckless  cutting,  they  produce 
the  best  kinds  of  timber,  since  their 
£oil  and  climate  combine  to  make  heavy 
stands  and  rapid  growth.  Tet  much  of 
the  Appalachian  forest  has  been  so 
damaged  in  the  past  that  it  will  be 
years  before  it  will  again  reach  a  high 
43tate  of  productiveness.  Twenty  bil- 
lion feet  of  hardwoods  would  be  a  con- 
servative estimate  of  the  annual  pro- 
•ductive  capacity  of  the  75,000,000  acres 
ot  forest  lands  in  the  Appalachians  if 
they  were  rightly  managed.  Until 
•they  are  we  can  expect  a  shortage  in 
hardwood  timber. 

Circular  116,  of  the  Forest  Service, 
entitled  *The  Waning  Hardwood  Sup- 
i)ly,*'  discusses  this  situation.  It  may 
be  had  upon  application  to  the  For- 
•ester.  Forest  Service,  Washington,  D.  C. 

UBOR'S  PROBLEMS 

By  the  Rev.  Chables  Stelzle. 

Trades  unionism  is  passing  through 
A  critical  period  in  its  history.  It  al- 
ways will  be  on  the  verge  of  a  crisis, 
because  it  has  to  do  with  life,  for  life 
must  mean  growth,  and  growth  means 
pain. 

But  there  are  certain  conditions  in 
the  industrial  world  which  call  for 
most  careful  thought  on  the  part,  of 
trades  union  leaders.  No  little  two  by 
four  propaganda  method  will  meet  the 
situation. 

First,  there  is  the  enemy  from  with- 
out. Never  before  has  there  been  made 
such  a  systemaiiC  effort  to  destroy  or- 
ganized labor.  Employers'  Associations 
and  Citizens*  Alliances  have  largely 
passed  their  period  of  hysteria.  They 
are  now  getting  down  .tfbwn  faA  *^  * 
scientific,  buslnessillJt  it  such  a  thinY 


attacking  labor  through  the  courts. 
They  are  employing  expert  lawyers, 
many  of  whom  are  absolutely  un- 
scrupulous, and  who  devote  their  en- 
tire time  to  the  task  of  mapping  out 
campaigns  against  the  trades  union, 
and  supposedly  in  the  interest  of  their 
employers.  They  have  an  almost  un- 
limited amount  of  money  at  their  dis- 
posal. A  half  million  dollars  a  year  by 
the  National  Association,  besides  the 
millions  raised  by  local  bodies,  is  to  be 
used  against  the  "bad"  type  of  trades 
unionism,  which  means,  in  most  cases, 
the  trades  union  which  dares  go  out 
on  strike. 

These  efforts  will  fail  to  destroy  or- 
ganized labor.  They  will  purge  it  so 
that  it  will  become  stronger  and  bet- 
ter, just  as  the  church  was  purged 
through  the  fierce  opposition  of  its  op- 
pressors. But  there  are  certain  things 
within  trades  unionism  which  demand 
the  attention  of  its  truest  friends. 

First,  there  is  its  very  strength. 
The  growth  of  trades  undonism  in  re* 
cent  years  has  been  one  of  the  most 
significant  things  of  modern  times. 
This  growth  has  brought  with  it  a 
great  mass  of  enthusiastic  fighters,  but 
who,  at  the  same  time,  are  uninformed 
as  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
their  cause.  These  will  endanger  the 
movement  if  no  effort  Is  made  to  give 
their  work  intelligent  direction.  There 
must  be  better  "team-work."  Their 
attack  must  not  be  that  of  the  mob  but 
that  of  trained  soldiers.  Clearly,  then, 
the  leaders  must  see  to  it  that  the 
recruits  shall  have  a  course  of  training 
which  will  enable  them  to  "give  a  rea- 
son for  the  hope  that  is  within  them." 

Second,  on  account  of  the  develop- 
ment of  organized  labor,  there  has 
come  to  be  a  specialization  of  indus- 
tries even  within  its  ranks,  which  has 
very  naturally  resulted  in  jurisdic- 
tional strife.  Even  mob  enthusiasm  is 
better  than  this,  for  the  mob  will  re- 
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€eive  sympathy  from  the  neutral  on- 
looker, but  Jurisdictional  strife  not 
only  causes  bitterness  and  hatred 
within,  but  disgust  and  ridicule  with- 
out. 

Third,  organized  labor  must  deal  not 
only  with  the  ignorance  of  its  own 
members,  but  it  must  educate  the  gen- 
eral public.  It  is  lamentable  tl^at  eyen 
otherwise  intelligent  business  and  pro- 
fessional men  are  in  absolute  ignor- 
ance of  the  principles  of  organized  la- 
bor. If  the  public  does  not  know  about 
trades  unionism,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  it  is  the  fault  of  organized  labor. 
It  is  not  the  business  of  the  outsider 
to  inform  himself  concerning  trades 
unionism.  It  is  the  trades  union's  job 
to  compel  attention  and  to  correctly  in- 
form the  outsider. 

These  are  some  of  the  problems 
which  confront  organized  labor  today. 
That  they  will  be  adjusted  in  due  time 
there  can  be  no  doubt  But  immediate 
attention  to  them  will  save  a  year  of 
struggle  and  a  great  deal  of  sufCering 
and  iieartache. 


A  PERTINENT  QUESTION. 

Anent  the  passage  of  an  additional 
''Safety  Appliance  Law"  by  the  next 
Congress,  while  there  can  be  no  pos- 
sible justification  or  excuse  for  the  rail- 
roads in  pursuing  the  former  course 
(because  it  may  be  cheaper),  it  never- 
theless is  a  mooted  question  when  it 
comes  to  one  of  practical  economy. 
President  Roosevelt,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Safety  Appliances  Congress  which 
was  held  in  Washington  some  months 
since,  made  the  following  averment: 

'As  modem  civilization  is  constant- 
ly creating  artificial  dangers  of  life, 
limb  and  health,  it  is  imperative  upon 
us  to  provide  new  safeguards  against 
the  new  perils,  xn  legislation  and  in 
our  use  of  safety  devices  for  the  pro- 
tection of  workmen  we  are  far  behind 


European  peoples,  and  in  consequence 
in  the  United  States  the  casualUes  at- 
tendant upon  peaceful  industries  ^ex- 
ceed  those  which  would  happ^i  under 
great  perpetual  war.  Many,  even  most 
of  these  casualties  are  preventable,  and 
it  is  not  supportable  that  we  should 
continue  a  policy  under  which  life  and 
limb  are  sacrificed  because  It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  cheaper  to  malm  and  kill 
them  than  to  protect  them." 

While  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
plain,  in  fact,  conclusive,  to  every  rea^ 
soning  mind  that  the  adoption  and  use 
of  the  most  up-to-date  safety  appliance 
devices  can  be  secured  only  under  the 
passage  and  enforcement  of  an  efTec- 
tive  safety  appliance  law,  the  Joubnal 
contende  that  the  railroads,  towards 
whom  safety  appliance  legislation  Is 
primarily  and  necessarily  directed, 
have  not  even  the  pretext  of  economy 
to  rely  upon  in  defei^ding  their  disre- 
gard of  those  essentials  of  safety  while 
they  persist  in  using  equipment  that 
is  yearly  sending  thousands  to  untime- 
ly graves,  or  turning  them  out  as  per- 
manent cripples  upon  society.  The 
two  principal  causes  which  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  aggregation  of  casual- 
ties in  railway  transportation  are  the 
frequency  of  collisions  and  conditions 
which  make  common  the  practice  of 
going  between  or  under  the  cars  while 
the  railway  employe  is  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  his  ordinary  duties. 
Both  of  these  classes  of  accidents— 
whose  victims  for  the  last  year  reached 
the  enormous  aggregate  of  about  sixty- 
five  thousand — are  ^^preventable:'  At 
least  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  of  them  would  be  entirely 
avoided  if  the  most  improved  designs 
in  the  line  of  block  signal  system  and 
coupling  devices  were  in  use  on  the 
railroads.  Conceding  this  to  be  a  fact, 
which  is  incontrovertible,  what  would 
the  saving  from  a  pecuniary  standpoint 
amount   to?     Under   the   "Employers* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMBN'S  UNION. 


Liability  Act,"  coupled  with  the  rail- 
roads' responsibility  for  accidents  to 
their  patrons  the  lowest  estimate  in 
the  aggregate  of  damages  which  must 
be  paid  to  this  army  of  victims,  at  the 
low  average  of  $2,000,000  per  head, 
would  be  $100,000,000.00.  Add  to  this 
the  damages  done  to  railway  equip- 
ment, which  will  reach  at  least  $20,000,- 
000.00,  and  we  have  the  enormous  sum 
of  $120,u00,000.00,  which  must  come 
from  the  gross  earnings  of  the  rail- 
roads as  a  tribute  for  perpetuating  the 
defective  devices  now  in  general  use. 
Of  course  this  enormous  outlay  for 
damages  to  person  and  property  must 
be  borne  by  the  patrons  of  the  rail- 
roads, for  It  is  the  rule  of  the  roads  to 
charge  the  settlements  for  damage 
claims  and  the  destruction  of  railway 
equipment  to  ''operating  expenses" 
The  next  pronositioiiL  to  consider  Is  the 
magnitude  of  this  outlay,  or  more 
properly  speaking,  waste  of  funds.  One 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  dollars  a 
year  Is  equivalent  to  five  per  cent.  In- 
terest on  two  billion,  four  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars.  With  these  facts  before 
us  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  amount 
thus  lost  or  expended  in  one  year — 
two  years  at  most — would  be  sufficient 
to  equip  every  car  in  the  United  States 
with  the  most  improved  type  of  coup- 
ling device,  and  stock  every  mile  of 
railway  with  a  perfect  automatic 
block  signal  system  that  would  make 
collisions  Impossible.  In  the  face  of 
such  an  imposing  array  of  facts,  which 
no  one  can  gainsay  or  dispute,  the 
question  naturally  arises:  Why  do  not 
the  railroads  see  the  economy  of  using 
the  most  improved  designs  of  equip- 
ment and  adopt  them  accordingly?  One 
answer  to  this  question  can  be  very 
readily  found  in  the  fact  that  so  long 
as  the  railroads  can  show  such  an  ag- 
gregate of  "operating  expenses"  as  will 
necessarily  include  the  millions,  per 
annum,  paid   out  for  damages  under 


the  present  regime,  so  long  will  they 
be  able  to  suppress  the  public  clamor 
for  ''reduction  of  rates,*'  Another  an- 
swer which  can  be  made  by  reasonable- 
Inference  is  the  fact  that  the  railway 
officials  who  contract  for  the  defective 
equipment  in  use  and  the  manufactur- 
ing firms  who  supply  them  do  not 
stand  for  the  measure  of  damages  in- 
cidental to  their  continuance.  Taking 
all  of  these  facts  into  consideration  it 
follows  as  an  inevitable  conclusion  that 
economy  of  service  (operation)  cuts- 
no  figure  with  the  railroads,  at  least 
those  who  have  their  management  (or 
mismanagement)  in  hand. 


WE  ARE  UNED  UP  IN  THE  WEST 

Bt  C.  J.  Btbne. 

Things  are  looking  mighty  prosperous 

Since  we  got  our  raise  in  pay. 
S.  U.  buttons  all  around  us 

In  the  yards  both  night  and  day. 
Membership  is  on  the  increase, 

"Jacks"   out  there  don't  get  mudk 
rest. 
For  we  tell  them  very  plainly 

They  must  line  up  in  the  West. 

.From  St  Paul  clean  to  Seattle 

Things  look  good  along  the  line. 
Spokane  yard  is  nearly  solid 

And  Tacoma's  doing  fine. 
Portland  has  her  share,  I  reckon, 

And  Duluth  will  stand  the  test. 
Tell  Bro.  Martin  in  Minneapolis 

We  are  lined  up  in  the  West. 

Every  meeting  brings  new  members; 

Caldwell  is  always  on  the  hunt — 
Night  and  day  it's  his  endeavor 

To  bring  Spokane  to  the  f  rent.* 
Our  old  goat  is  always  busy, 

Soon  hell  tie  up  for  a  rest, 
VoT  they'll  all  wear  S.  U.  buttons 

And  be  lined  up  in  the  West 

Other  cities  follow  closely 

On  these  two  great  north  coast  lines 
From  Superior  to  the  ocean — 

How  the  S.  U.  button  shines. 
You  can't  blame  us  if  we  chuckle. 

Or  perhaps  throw  out  our  chests. 
For  we're  proud  to  tell  the  brothers 

How  we're  lined  up  in  the  West 
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THE  OCTOBER  ""ARENA/* 

The    October   Arena   is   a   brilliant 
number.      Some    of    the    papers    will 
4oubtle88  occasion  much  comment,  as, 
for  example,  the  bold,  unsparing  story 
of  Simon  Guggenheim's  political  career, 
^ven  by  Ellis  Meredith  in  a  paper  on 
''ilie  Senatorial  Election  in  Colorado." 
*        Two  other  political  papers  are  wortny 
•of  special  notice.    One  Is  entitled  ''Will 
Public-Ownership   Increase   or   Dimin- 
ish Political  Corruption?"  and  is  pre- 
pared by  Clarence  A.  Royse.  The  other, 
*-xhe  City  the  Storm-Center  in  the  Bat- 
tie  for  Good  Government,"  is  from  the 
pen  of  the  editor  of  The  Arena.    These 
two    papers    make    valuable    contri- 
bution to  the  rapidly  increasing  litera- 
ture dealing  with  municipal  ownership 
4^  public   utilities.     Professor   Frank 
Parsons,  Ph.   D.,   discusses  "The  Na- 
tional Civic  Federation  and  Its  New 
Municipal   Ownership   Report"    in   an 
authoriUtive  manner.     Professor  Par- 
sons, having  been  one  of  the  leading 
workers  connected  with  the  public-own- 
ership  investigation,   is  well-fitted   to 
write  on  this  phase  of  the  Federation's 
work.    "Thaddeus  S.  C.  Lowe,  One  of 
America's    Great    Inventive    Geniuses 
and  Benefactors,"  is  the  title  of  a  fas- 
cinating   biographical    sketch    by    the 
well-known   author,    George    Wharton 
James.     "Chinatown    and    the   Curse 
that  Makes  It  a  Plague-Spot  in  the  Na- 
cion."    by    Elinor    H.    Stoy;     "Saint 
Gaudens,  America's  Greatest  Sculptor," 
an  appreciation  by  F.  Edwin  Elwell; 
"Idealism,  A  Sketch,"  by  Judge  L.  H. 
Jones;    "Margaret    Ridgely    Partridge 
a  Purposeful  Poet  of  the  Higher  Life," 
an    editorial    sketch;    "Some    Unique 
Features  of  the  Socialist  Party,"  by  El- 
lis O.  Jones;  and  "The  Seven  Alleged 
Delusions  of  the  Founder  of  Christian 
Science  Examined  in  the  Light  of  His- 
tory and  Present-Day  Research,"  by  B. 
•O.  Flower,  are  among  other  strong  fea- 


tures of  the  October  Arena.  Among  the 
illustrated  features  are  fine  portraits 
of  Professor  Lowe  and  Mrs.  Partridge, 
and  a  full-page  picture  of  Saint 
Gaudens'  statue  of  Lincoln.  The 
Arena  also  contains  a  vast  amount  of 
interesting  editorial  matter  on  timely 
topics,  together  with  the  current  news 
of  public  ownership,  direct-legislation, 
co-operation  and  proportional  represen- 
tation. It  is  the  only  magazine  pub- 
lished that  contains  ecu^h  month  a  com- 
plete digest  of  the  news  of  these  great 
political  and  economic  advance  move- 
ments. The  book  review  department  is 
also  a  strong  feature  of  this  magazine. 


A  BROTHCirS  DAUGHTQl 
MARRIED. 

The  following  item  should  have  ap- 
peared in  last  month's  Joubnal,  but 
failed  to  do  so  through  an  eversight 
on  the  part  of  the  editor. 

The  delegates  to  the  last  convention 
will  remember  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard. 
Mrs.  Hubbard  was  one  of  the  victims 
in  the  unfortunate  automobile  acci- 
dent Brother  and  Sister  Hubbard's 
oldest  daughter  was  recently  married 
at  Thorold,  Ont,  to  Mr.  WUllam 
Gough  of  Niagara  Falls.  N.  T.  The 
local  paper  had  this  to  say  of  the  wed- 
ding: 

St  Patrick's  Church  was  the  scene 
of  a  very  pretty  wedding  at  8  o'clock 
yesterday  morning  when  Grace  Char- 
lotte, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Hubbard,  Victoria  avenue,  was 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  William  Gough  of  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.  The  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Father  Otto,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  friends 
of  the  contracting  parties.  The  sacred 
edifice  was  profusely  decorated  with 
an  abundance  of  flowers  for  the  occa- 
sion. The  bride  was  attired  in  a  hand- 
some gown  of  all-over  lace  and  ribbon 
over  silk,  and  was  attended  by  her 
sister,  Miss  Edna  Hubbard,  who  wore 
a  dainty  white  net  gown  over  silk.  Mr. 
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William  Bennett  of  Thorold  performed 
the  duties  of  best  man.  Following  the 
ceremony  a  sumptuous  wedding  break- 
fast was  served  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents,  where  the  happy  couple 
were  made  the  recipients  of  good 
wishes  and  congratulations.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gough  left  at  noon  for  New  York 
and  other  points  east.  The  bride  wore 
a  stylish  brown  tailor-made  suit  with 
becoming  brown  hat  to  match.  Many 
handsome  gifts  were  receiyed  by  the 
bride  and  groom.  Among  the  guests 
present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hub- 
bard of  Detroit,  father  and  mother  of 
the  bride's  father;  H.  L.  Hubbard  of 
Detroit,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Mulligan  of 
St.  Catharines,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walrod,  and  several 
others  from  iagara  Falls,  N.  T. 


KNOCKING  OUT  INSURANCE. 

Our  Insurance  feature  has  been 
knocked  ever  since  its  inception,  and 
we  expect  this  knocking  will  continue 
for  some  time. 

For  six  years  we  have  been  adver- 
tised as  insolvent  or  on  the  verge  of 
bankruptcy,  or  we  do  not  pay  our  Just 
claims,  or  we  pay  them  on  the  install- 
ment plan,  etc.  In  spite  of  these  cal- 
umniating reports,  we  have  paid  out 
up  to  date  BIGHT  HUNDRED  NINE- 
TEEN THOUSAND  DOLLARS— 1819,- 
000.00. 

We  were  not  much  surprised  at  the 
nature  of  these  malicious  reports, 
knowing  whence  they  originated.  But 
lately  we  were  surprised  to  learn  that 
an  ex-brother,  and  at  one  time  master 
of  a  lodge  in  the  vicinity  of  Chicago, 
was  out  wielding  a  sledgehammer,  bat- 
tering away  at  the  switchmen's  insur- 
ance. All  we  ask  the  ex-brother  to  do 
is  to  confine  himself  to  the  naked  truth, 
and  we  don't  care  how  much  he  knocks, 
^or  he  will  find  in  the  long  run  there 
is  not  much  in  the  knocking  business, 
and  others  can  wield  as  big  a  hammer 
as  himself. 


WIU  IT  EVER  COME  TO  THIS 

WITH  THE  SWITCHM»I 

AND  TRAINMEN? 

Formal  agreement  has  been  reached 
between  John  Mitchell,  president  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  and 
William  D.  Haywood,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners,  for  an  interchange  of  cards, 
between  the  two  organizations. 

This  matter  has  been  before  the  an- 
nual conventions  of  the  two  organiza- 
tions for  several  years  and  not  until 
the  last  annual  convention  was  the 
matter  given  any  support.  Then  it 
was  that  the  members  in  convention 
authorized  their  head  ofiicials  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  an  interchange  of 
cards. 

The  agreement  made  finally  disposes 
of  the  question  and  from  now  on  any 
member  of  either  of  the  two  organiza- 
tions who  finds  himself  outside  the 
Jurisdiction  of  his  particular  body  may 
affiliate  with  the  sister  organization  by 
merely  depositing  his  card  and  will  be 
entitled  to  the  protection  given  other 
members. 


Little  minds  are  unduly  hurt  by  lit- 
tle things. 


CRUSHING  THE  UNIONS  IN  LOS 
ANGELES. 

The  Los  Angeles  Citizens'  Alliance, 
backed  by  the  National  Manufacturers' 
Association,  are  going  to  stamp  out  the  ^ 
unions  in  Los  Angeles,  and  establish 
the  "open  shop."  One  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  has  been  subscribed  for 
this  purpose,  $20,000  paid  up  and  the 
remainder  forthcoming  as  needed  to  re- 
plenish the  pockets  of  the  union- 
busters. 

The  "union-busters"  may  enrich 
themselves  $100,000  worth  by  preying 
upon  the  credulity  of  the  anti-unionists, 
but  when  the  $100,000  has  disappeared 
they  will  find  unionism  fiourishing  as 
if  no  effort  had  ever  been  made  to  im- 
pede its  progress. 
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A  GRAFTER  IN  THE  PENITEN- 
TIARY. 

Thanks  to  the  interest  taken  by 
Lodge  No.  199,  and  its  treasurer,  A.  C. 
Dickens,  one  P.  Mickle,  alias  Williams, 
has  been  sent  up  from  Kenosha,  Wis., 
for  an  indeterminate  period  for  collect- 
ing money  in  the  name  of  this  union. 

This  gent  had  a  complete  line  of  sta- 
tionery fashioned  after  the  otBcial  let- 
ter-head of  our  union,  with  the  slight 
discrepancy  of  using  a  road  engine  in- 
stead of  a  switch  engine.  He  had  seals 
and  stencils,  and  by  forging  the  names 
of  whomeyer  he  desired  to  use  was 
able  to  turn  out  apparently  genuine 
credentials  in  any  number. 

He  forged  Bro.  A.  C.  Dickens'  signa- 
ture to  one  of  his  documents,  which 
proyed  his  undoing,  and  for  which  he 
is  now  languishing  in  the  state  prison 
of  Wisconsin. 

To  show  you  this  fellow  was  no  piker 
we  herewith  publish  a  list  of  his  yic- 
tims:  ; 

PAID. 

Alli8<nialmers  Co.   |100  00 

Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co.  . .  50  00 

Rialto  Grain  Co 50  00 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co 50  00 

Horlick  Pood  Co 60  00 

Northern  Furniture  Co 60  00 

Kieckhofer  Box  Co 60  00 

Vera  Chemical  Co 50  00 

The  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co 60  00 

Crocker  Chair  Co 50  00 

Sheboygan  Chair  Co 50  00 

Phoenix  Chair  Co 25  00 

The  Geo.  B.  Hess  Co 26  00 

Lyons  Boiler  Works 25  00 

You  can  see  by  th'ls  list  Mr.  Grafter 
was  doing  fairly  well  when  cruelly  in- 
terrupted by  an  officer.  According  to 
this  list,  which  was  found  on  his  per- 
son, he  had  collected  only  $675.00,  pre- 
sumably a  fair  day's  work. 

There  are  grafters  working  through- 
out the  country,  and  our  brothers 
would  do  well  to  follow  the  example 
set  by  Lodge  No.  199  and  its  treasurer, 
Bro.  A.  C.  Dickens. 


THE  A.  F.  OF  L  AGAINST  THE 
ELECTION  OF  ''UNCLE  JOF\ 

President  Gompers,  John  Mitchell 
and  the  entire  executiye  council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  haye  be- 
gun to  fight  against  the  ^e•election  of 
Joseph  G.  Cannon  as  speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatiyes. 

Circulars  haye  been  sent  to  the  40,- 
000  unions  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  urging  them  to 
make  a  demand  upon  their  respectiye 
Congressmen  to  yote  against  him.  The 
circular  contains  three  thousand  words 
relating  to  Speaker  Cannon's  hatred 
of  labor  organizations  and  the  methods 
used  by  him  to  defeat  all  labor  legis- 
lation. No  mention  is  made  of  his  can- 
didacy for  the  Presidency.  Among  the 
charges  against  Speaker  Cannon  are: 

He  yoted  against  amending  the  Sher- 
man anti-trust  law  so  that  labor  unions 
would  not  be  subject  to  its  proyisions. 

He  yoted  in  fayor  of  an  amendment 
to  the  safety  appliance  law  authoriz- 
ing a  reduction  of  the  number  of  air 
brakes  on  trains^ 

He  Voted  against  the  establishment 
of  a  department  of  labor  with  a  cab- 
inet officer  at  its  head. 

He  made  up  the  labor  committee  so 
as  to  defeat  all  legislation  friendly 
to  labor  and  ignored  all  appeals  to  con- 
struct the  committee  so  that  labor 
would  haye  a  fair  hearing. 

Forced  the  employers'  liability  bill 
through  Congress  after  it  had  been 
amended  to  compel  the  parents  of  un- 
married employes  who  were  killed  to 
proye  their  dependency  upon  the  de- 
ceased before  they  could  collect  dam- 
ages. 

He  used  threats  and  intimidation  to 
defeat  the  clause  in  immigration  bill 
proyiding  an  educational  test. 

Side-tracked  the  eight-hour  bill  in 
the  fifty-eighth  Congress  by  propos- 
ing a  number  of  nonsensical  and  unin- 
telligible inquiries.    After  the  commit- 
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tee  on  labor  had  voted  to  report  fhe 
eight-hour  bill  for  passage  in  the  fifty- 
eighth  Congress  he  refused  to  recog- 
nize any  member  of  the  House  who  de- 
sired to  call  it  up  for  passage  and 
therefore  brou^t  about  its  defeat. 


THE  RIGHT  SPIRIT. 

CoBONA,  Cal.,  Oct.  14,  1907. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Joxjbnal: 

Enclosed  find  notice  of  change  of 
my  address.  I  certainly  hated  to  leave 
a  city  where  there  was  a  switchmen's 
lodge  and  go  to  one  where  there  was 
none,  but  circumstances  alter  cases, 
and  I  had  to  go.  I  have  been  a  con- 
stant member  of  the  S.  U.  since  1896, 
and  do  not  expect  to  ever  hit  a  foot- 
board again.  If  there  ever  was  a  class 
of  men  that  deserved  more  pay  and  less 
hours  it  is  the  switchmen.  Since  I  left 
jrard  service  I  have  been  successful  in 
business,  and  although  I  never  expect 
to  switch  another  car,  you  will  always 
find  the  letter  "S*'  on  me  seven  days  a 
week.  Wishing  the  S.  U.'  and  all  the 
members  success,  with  best  wishes  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  officers,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

C.  L.  Sutherland. 

Box  394.  Corona,  Cal. 


MITCHELL  REPUSES  TO  RUN.- 

John  Mitchell,  president  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  who 
has  been  a  very  sick  man  and  who  has 
undergone  several  serious  surgical  op- 
erations, announces  from  his  sick  bed 
he  will  not  allow  his  name  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  next  convention  for  re- 
election to  his  present  position,  and 
gives  as  a  reason,  inability  to  perform 
the  dutiesi  of  the  office  on  account  of 
ill-health. 


THREE  NEW  LODGES. 

On  October  18th  First  Vice-President 
S.  B.  Heberling  instituted  a  lodge  at 
Great  Falls,  Mont.,  with  fifteen  charter 
members.  This  lodge  will  be  hailed 
and  known  as  Big  Stack  Lodge  No.  81, 
taking  the  number  of  defunct  lodge  at 
New  Haven«  Conn. 

Four  days  later,  October  22d.  Bro. 
Heberling  organized  Minot,  Minn.,  and 
this  lodge  takes  the  number  of  defunct 
Lodge  No.  63,  Glendive,.  Mont. 

On  October  20th,  Bro.  J.  F.  Seymour, 
master  of  Lodge  No.  43,  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  organized  Fresno,  Cal.,  with  nine- 
teen charter  members.  This  lodge 
takes  the  number  of  defunct  Chicago 
Switchtenders'  Lodge  No.  86,  and  will 
be  hailed  and  known  as  Raison  City 
Lodge  No.  86. 

There  are  three  other  points  waiting 
for  an  organizer,  which  will  be  taken 
care  of  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

Applications  are  reaching  this  office 
fifty  per  day,  and  if  we  could  Just  keep 
this  lick  up  for  365  days  we  would 
have  about  all  the  switchmen  in  the 
United  States. 


TAKE  HEED. 

Several  letters  were  thrown  into  the 
waste-basket  last  month  on  account  of 
correspondents  insisting  on  writing  on 
both  sides  of  the  paper. 

This  will  serve  as  an  explanation  for 
their  non-appearance  in  this  issue. 


Time  relieves  us  of  our  passions  or 
renders  ridiculous  those  to  which  we 
cling. 


ATTENTION! 

Parties  sending  photos  for  publica- 
tion in  the  Journal  please  bear  in  mind 
that  the  expense  of  making  cut  or  half- 
tone must  be  borne  by  the  parties  re- 
questing the  publication.  This  by 
order  of  our  Grand  Board  of  Directors. 
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SWITCHMEN  DISSATISriED 
WITH  CONDITIONS. 

One  year  ago  this  yery  month  the 
switchmen  throughout  the  country  re- 
ceived aa  advance  of  four  cents  per 
hoar  in  wages,  and  in  many  places 
more  than  this  figure. 

At  that  time  the  switchmen  were  ex- 
tremely Jubilant  over  the  concessions 
granted,  and  were  flattering  them- 
selves, or  hugging  the  delusion  to  their 
breasts,  that  now  they  would  be  able 
to  lay  away  a  little  of  their  hard  earn- 
ings for  a  rainy  day.  But,  alas,  such  is 
the  uncertainty  of  everything  under 
our  economic  system  that,  as  on 
many  former  occasions,  they  were 
doomed  to  disappointment,  for  no 
sooner  had  this  increase  been  granted 
than  a  subtle  influence,  or  agency,  set 
to  work  to  stealthily  reclaim  that 
which  had  been  granted,  and  how  well 
has  this  mysterious  agency  succeeded 
in  mulcting  the  public  can  be  attested 
bF  any  intelligent  housekeeper. 

Before  this  issue  of  the  Joubnal 
reaches  you,  or  probably  while  you  are 
scanning  its  pages,  our  worthy  Presi- 
dent, Frank  T.  Hawley,  with  commit- 
tees representing  this  union,  will  be 
in  conference  with  representatives  of 
the  Railway  General  Managers'  Asso- 
ciation, asking  for  an  increase  of  six 
cents  per  hour,  time  and  a  half  for 
over-time,  holidays  and  Sundays,  the 
elimination  of  the  age  limit,  physical 
examination  and  personal  record. 

Three  things  are  absolutely  essential 
in  our.  contention:  First,  the  economic 
changes  that  Justify  our  demands;  sec- 
ond, the  ability  of  the  companies  to 
gnmt  these  demand;  and,  third,  the 
power  we  have  to  enforce  these  de- 
mands when  we  have  established  the 
justness  of  them. 

We  will  now  review  these  phases: 
Cost  of  liTing  in  the  last  twelve 
months  has  taken  away  every  penny 


that .  was  granted  us  tn  laoreMed 
wages  last  November.  Ask  the  wil»  of 
any  intelligent  switchman  about  the 
cost  of  keeping  a  family.  She  will  teU 
you  neeesaitles  cost  one-thiid  more 
than  they  did  a  year  ago,  and  tlM  tftd 
is  not  yet  in  sight 

Here  are  eight  principal  articles 
that  figure  in  the  editor's  ineteased 
cost  in  household  expenses,  and  which 
undoBbtedly  will  apply  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  this  land: 


1906.  1907.  nfo. 

House  rent  MS.Oe  180.09  SO 

Potatoes SO  1.90  100 

Bggs 26  .35  40 

Butter 17  .37  87% 

Porterhouse  steak      .20  .26  15 

Round  steak 12  .14  16% 

Milk 06  .07  16% 

Flour   6.00  7.00  16% 

This  table  shows  yev  ^at  these  vevy 
essential  necessities  cost  84  per  sent 
more  than  they  did  one  year  ago  to- 
day, and  we  wonder  where  It  wilt  stop. 
You  hear  sometimes  that  switchmen 
are  getting  high  wages,  but  foodstuff 
has  been  soaring,  and  it  doesn't  taK«  a 
mathematical  wonder  to  figure  out 
whether  switchmen  have  been  bensMed 
to  any  appreciable  extent  by  an  In- 
crease of  14  per  cent,  in  wages,  aad  an 
increase  of  34  per  cent  in  touseiheld 
commodities.  But  our  paid  statisti- 
cians, for  the  benefit  of  irtntoeraer, 
may  figure  it  out  we  are  llvteg  ehea^Or. 

Now  for  the  companies'  side  e(  the 
question:  Oan  they  afford,  or  are  they 
able  to  pay  more  wages,  without  hav- 
ing a  depreciating  effect  upon  railway 
properties?  We  maintain  they  are  able 
to  grant  an  increase  hi  wages  sueh  as 
we  ask,  withont  Tory  raaterlatty  de- 
creasing their  dividends. 

Twelve  trunk  lines,  in  their  report 
to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commls- 
ston,  show  an  enormous  increase  In 
eamimg  capacity,  and  this  despite  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call  "antagonistic" 
legislation,  which  has  been  a  blessing 
in  disguise.  The  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road reports  an  increase  for  the  month 
of  September  of  11  per  cent,  over  the 
corresponding  month  last  year,  and  this 
may  be  said  of  sll  roads,  some  few  sub- 
sidiary lines  excepted. 
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Undoubtedly  the  general  managers 
will  contend  that  they  are  not  respon- 
sible for  the  skyward  prices  in  food- 
stuffs that  now  obtain,  and  they  will 
t^ll  you  this  is  no  time  to  think  of  an 
increase  in  wages,  and  will  cite  to  you 
the  unsettled  conditions  of  the  country, 
and  will  call  attention  to  the  recent 
flurry  in  Wall  Street,  and  the  impend- 
ing panic  that  is  now  upon  us,  or  soon 
will  be. 

Directly,  the  railway  corporations 
may  not  be  responsible  for  the  high 
prices  in  household  necessities,  but  in- 
directly they  are,  and  if  railroad  men 
will  stop  and  study  for  a  moment  they 
can  readily  discoyer  the  crafty  hand  of 
railway  interests  boosting  the  prices  of 
foodstufla  heayenward. 

Look  along  the  lines  of  these  trans- 
continental railways,  and  what  do  you 
find? 

You  find  gigantic  eleyators  for  hoard- 
ing grain,  the  staff  of  life.  You  also 
find  an  equal  number  of  cold-storage 
plants,  where  butter,  eggs,  and  such- 
like necessities  are  stored.  Yes,  our 
eleyators  are  bursting  with  grain,  and 
our  cold-storage  plants  are  choked  up 
with  proyisions,  and  all  this  is  doled 
out  as  the  craying  of  the  public  stom- 
ach demands,  and  we  are  forced  to 
pay  the  prices  demanded,  because  these 
concerns  maintain  an  absolute  monop- 
oly on  the  yery  essentials  of  life. 
While  these  eleyator  companies  and 
cold-storage  plants  are  incorporated 
under  yarious  titles,  the  real  incorpor- 
ators are  the  railway  interests  of  this 
country,  and  it  should  be  as  plain  as 
the  noon-day  sun  how  the  railway  cor- 
porations are  able  to  take  away  from 
us,  in  increased  cost  of  liying,  that 
which  they  gaye  us  in  higher  wages. 

Be  not  fooled  by  their  cry  of  panicky 
times.  Why  should  there  be  any  panic, 
and  who  is  responsible  for  it? 

There  are  no  natural  causes  respon- 
sible for  panicky  times.  The  railroads 
of  the  country  at  this  yery  moment  are 
unable  to  handle  the  freight  traffic; 
right  here  in  Buffalo  3,000  cars  of  grain 
are  held  up  on  account  of  congested 
bysiness,  and  the  same  conditions  ob- 
tain throughout  the  country. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  United 
States  Steel  Company  shows  they 
earned  $43,000,000  for  the  thirdi  quarter 
pi  1907,  and  the  same  report  states  that 


this  monopoly  has  6,000,000  tons  of 
steel  rails  booked  ahead. 

With  our  agricultural  districts  re- 
turning abundance  in  eyerything,  and 
commerce  in  a  good  healthy  state,  why 
should  there  be  panics?  If  there  are 
no  natural  causes,  there  must  be  un- 
natural causes. 

The  cause  of  the  wild  cry,  panick/ 
times,  is  the  mysterious  power  wielded 
by  the  captains  of  frenzied  finance, 
Harriman,  Gates,  Heinze,  Rodgers, 
Morgan  et  al.  These  are  the  gentlemen 
responsible  for  panicky  times;  these 
few  men  haye  it  in  their  power  to 
make  a  panic  while  you  wait.  Things 
haye  come  to  a  nice  pass  in  this  coun- 
try when  80,000,000  people  are  abso- 
lutely at  the  whim  or  fancies  of  a 
handful  of  piratical  financiers.  A  most 
damnable  system  we  are  liying  under, 
and  we  pride  ourselyes  on  smartness 
and  intelligence.  Yes,  Mr.  Harriman 
and  his  "frenzied  finance"  cohorts  haye 
brought  about  the  present  unsettled 
conditions  through  reyenge,  because 
the  people  haye  dared  curtail  their 
priyilege  in  robbing  the  public. 

There  is  no  reason,  but  a  political 
one,  for  this  financial  scare,  and  the 
people  should  be  ready  to  call  the  bluff 
of  these  damnable  corruptionists  who 
are  threatening  to  stanre  us  into  sub- 
mission. 

From  all  oyer  the  country  come  re- 
ports that  industries  are  shutting 
down,  throwing  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  men  out  of  emploirment,  and 
not  a  word  of  protest  from  "BLACK 
JOURNALISM,"  a  subsidized  press. 
Suppose  these  industries  were  closed 
by  men  going  out  on  strike  for  a  liying 
wage,  a  howl  would  go  up  from  our 
flunky  press  that  would  shake  society 
from  center  to  circumference. 

What  the  people  of  this  country 
should  do  is  to  take  these  properties 
away  from  these  parasites,  load  the 
Harrimans,  Goulds,  Vanderbilts,  Mor- 
gans, Rockefellers,  Rogerses,  and  their 
ilk  on  the  Lusitania  and  deport  them 
to  Russia  or  some  such  country  where 
they  would  be  really  at  home,  for  such 
persons  haye  no  use  for  our  goyem- 
ment  only  in  as  far  as  they  can  use  it 
for  exploiting  the  working  class. 

Again  we  say,  do  not  be  deceiyed  by 
the  cry  of  panicky  times,  for  panicky 
times  haye  been  manufactured  for  ul- 
terior purposes. 
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In  oonclnsioii,  we  will  dwell  briefly 
upon  our  power  to  enforce  our  de- 
mands: 

We  are  strong  enough  to  tie  up  the 
commerce  of  this  country  as  tight  as  a 
drum-head,  and  there  are  no  people 
know  it  any  better  than  the  general 
managers. 

AU  we  ask  kindred  organizations  to 
do  is  leave  the  switchmen  alone.  Do 
not  take  our  places! 

If  there  is  to  be  a  panic*  let  us  help 
make  it  a  record-breaker,  for  the 
sooner  the  "American  sucker"  is  shown 
how  this  coterie  of  Wall  Street  gam- 
blers shutBe,  cut  and  deal,  the  better 
it  wiU  be  for  every  citizen  living 
under  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 


ARE  THE  RAILROADS  ABLE  TO 
PAY  MORE  IN  WAGES? 

Eead  the  following  report  carefully, 
analyse  it,  and  then  aak  yourself  if  the 
railroads  are  facing  bankruptcy,  as 
they  claim: 

BAIIAOAD  KABimrOS. 

Gross  earnings  of  all  railroads  in  the 
United  States  reporting  for  the  three 
weeks  in  October  are  $24,4^,291,  an  in- 
crease of  7.2  per  cent,  over  the  corre- 
sponding period  last  year.  Practically 
the  same  roads  for  a  like  period  in 
October  last  year  showed  a  gain  of  8.8 
per  cent  compared  with  October,  1906. 
Comparison  is  made  below  of  earnings 
of  all  United  States  roads  reporting 
fdr  the  three  weeks  of  October  and  for 
the  same  roads  for  the  corresp<mding 
time  in  September;  also  the  more  com- 
plete reports  for  September  and  the 
two  preceding  months. 

OBOBS  SABNINOS.     GAIN.        P.O. 

1907. 

Oct,  8  weeks.  |24,4'83,291  $1,089,962  7.2 

Sept  8  weeks  23,698,474  1^64,123  7.6 

September    ..  66,765,152  5,036,135  8.8 

August 65,317,356  4,94i8,328  8.2 

Jnly  61,467,144  6,303,436  9.4 

The  classified  statement  for  Septem- 
ber includes  several  additional  ^stems 
this  we^  and  the  total  gross  earnings 


of  United  States  roads  now  are  t66»- 
766,162,  an  increase  of  &8  per  cent 
over  September  last  year.  There  is  an 
increase  over  last  year  on  all  classes  of 
roads,  but  the  gain  is  small  on  the  Cen- 
tral West  and  Granger  systems.  The 
Jersey  Central,  the  only  one  of  the  coal 
roads  now  reporting,  shows  a  gain  of 
11.6  per  cent  The  statement  is  printed 
below: 

GBOSS  EABNIirOS.  GAIIf.        P.O. 
SKPTBMBEB.  1907. 

Trunk  Eastern. $7,466,061  $387464  6.(> 
Trunk  West'rn    9,462,167    096,066    7.9 

Coal 2.399,638    250,062  11.6 

Central  West  .     6,702,538    236,746    4.? 

Granger 7,611^98    814,668    4.3 

Southern  ....  16,541,828 1,47«.«61  9.8 
Southwestern  .  10,684,896  098,186  10.4 
Pacific 5,998,066    676,462  12.7 


U.  a  Roads.. $66,765,152 $6,036,136  8.8 
Canadian  ....  6,861,000  260,000  4.1 
Mexican 6,618,478      978,482  214 

Total $77,734,630  $6,263,^7    8.8 


FIGHT  FOR  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

AGE  UMIT,  PHYSICAL  EX- 

ANIMATION  AND  PER- 

SONAL  RECORD. 

Visit  the  horse  market,  and  you  will 
see  the  purchasers  of  horses  or  mules 
examining  the  brutes,  looking  at  their 
teeth  to  ascertain  their  age;  also  look- 
ing for  spavins  or  other  blemishes.  You 
will  see  the  purchaser  driring  the  ani- 
mal up  and  down  the  lot  to  discover 
whether  or  not  the  horse  is  wind- 
broken,  and  very  likely  the  prospective 
purchaser  will  demand  a  pedigree, 
showing  who  the  sire  and  dam  were.  ^ 

In  ante-bellum  days  the  slave,  when 
put  upon  the  auction  block  and  before 
the  purchaser  paid  his  money,,  was  rig- 
idly examined  by  a  physician.  ^ 

If  a  slave  in  those  days  made  his  es' 
cape  to  some  friendly  Quaker  settle^ 
ment,  blood-hounds  were  put  upon  his 
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ttM,  M4  li«  was  fortuBftto,  indeed,  if 
lift  Micoeided  in  caining  his  liberty. 

Tbe  conditions  pertaining  to  our  em- 
ptoyment  today  are  very  similar  to 
ikose  of  tSie  iLorse,  mule  or  black  slave. 

We  are  forced,  in  many  places,  to 
undergo  a  pkysical  examination  more 
rigidi  tban  that  exacted  in  passing  mus- 
ter for  the  United  States  army. 

If  we  incur  the  displeasure  of  rail- 
way officials^  our  "Personal  Record"  is 
a  "blood  houndv"  from  which  there  is 
absolutely  no  escape. 

The  "Age  Limit"  and  "Personal  Rec- 
ord"  are  institutions  more  damnable 
and  inhuman  than  anything  practiced 
among  barbarians.  Some  barbarous 
tribes  are  merciful  enough  to  put  their 
old  men  and  women  to  death.  Not  so 
with  our  modem  money  molochs — they 
deny  us  the  opportunity  to  eke  out  an 
existence,  and  turn  us  out  to  starve  to 
death,  unless  taken  care  of  by  some 
charitable  institution. 

There  should  be  things  more  desir- 
able to  switchmen  than  higher  wages, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  "Age  Limit," 
"Physical  Examination"  andi  "Personal 
Record"  is  one  thing  we  should  Insist 
upon  even  if  we  have  to  strike  to  ob- 
tain this  result. 


UNION   SWITCHMEN  WANTED 
AS  SPIES. 

Ttiere  is  a  detective  agency  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  looking  for  union 
switchmen  to  play  the  part  of  spies  on 
their  fellow  union  men. 

Railway  oficials  employing  these  de- 
spfoable  methods  to  gain  information 
are  too  contemptible  to  fitly  describe 
by  words  ki  our  English  vocabulary. 
Moreover  they  are  allowing  themselves 
to  lM  buncoed  by  the  most  damnable 
set  of  leeches  ever  conceived  in  the 
bladDsst  comer  of  hell,  for  there  is 
nothing  sEOBcnvx  about  the  Switch- 
QHBO's  Union  of  North  America. 


Utter  from  First  Vice-President 
Heberling. 

Qbkat  Falls,  Mont,  Oct  1%, 
Bd»ob  Swttchmbn's  Joubkal: 

The  Increased  cost  for  the  neces- 
saries to  keep  a  family  has  advanced  in 
the  last  twelve  months  in  bounds  and 
leaps.  Rent  in  some  places  advanced 
from  ten  per  cent,  to  as  much  as  one 
hundred  per  cent  Groceries  have  ad- 
vanced In  some  of  the  towns  I  visited 
thirty  per  cent,  in  the  last  year.  All 
commodities  that  a  workingman  must 
use  have  advanced  in  price  a  far 
greater  percentage  than  the  switch- 
man's wages.  In  North  Dakota  the 
pay  for  a  common  laborer  following  a 
threshing  machine  is  ISHH)  to  $5.00  per 
day  and  board.  In  Butte  the  plumber 
gets  $8.00  for  eight  hours,  the  carpen- 
ter $6.00  for  eight  hours'  work.  The 
sliding  scale  for  underground  men  in 
Butte  is  minimum  #8.60  when  copper 
1u  less  than  18c,  and  $4.00  when  copper 
is  18c  or  more,  all  for  an  eight-hour 
day. 

When  a  switchman  compares  his 
hours  and  wages  with  other  labor,  it 
is  evident  that  he  is  underpaid.  The 
business  on  the  railroads  has  increased 
fifty  per  cent  in  the  northwest  in  the 
last  year.  The  3^rds  are  congested;  a 
car  famine  prevails  and  a  yard  man 
must  work  to  the  limit  of  his  endur- 
ance to  keep  the  yards  open  and  traffic 
moving.  If  there  is  a  class  of  men  in 
this  country  that  are  underpaid  it  is 
the  switdlimen.  All  conditions  con- 
sidered, Justice  demands  more  wages 
for  these  hardy  men  that  must  work 
without  shelter  in  the  severe  storms 
and  bliszards  that  sweep  the  northwest 
in  winter. 

We  hear  much  of  the  heroes  in 
time  of  war  on  land  and  sea,  but  this 
quiet  little  army  of  switchmen  an- 
nually sacrifice  a  greater  percentage 
of  their  lives  than  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  did  in  the  Civil  War  in  the 
sixties — ^about  one  in  every  nine  being 
injured  every  year.  All  this  hardship 
to  keep  open  the  arteries  of  commerce, 
to  bring  luxuries  and  the  very  necessi- 
ties of  life  itself  to  a  great  nation. 
Switchmen  are  entitled  to  at  least  a 
wage  that  will  give  some  comfort  to 
the  families  dependent  on  them. 

The  increase  granted  one  year  ago 
to  yardmen  has  more  than  been  taken 
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itom  them  in  the  iaefeftied  eott  ol  liv- 
ing in  the  last  twelve  months,  liie 
earains*  of  the  eompanies  in  same 
cases  exceed  $1»000,000  per  mo»th 
more  than  a  year  aso.  Switdunen  are 
entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  wealth  that 
they  ereate  at  the  sacrifice  ef  lifte  and 
limb  to  increase  the  weallh  of  those 
great  transportation  corporations.  No 
wages  in  dollars  and  cents  can  ever 
pay  for  those  great  sacrifices  made  by 
those  courageoufi  men.  But  decency 
and  Justice  demand  that  they  should 
receive  a  wage  that  will  give  the  fami- 
lies of  these  man  a  comfortable  living 
tad  an  education  to  the  dilldren  in 
order  that  the  children  will  not  be 
compelled  to  seek  work  before  they 
have  had  a  chance  to  finish  school.  If 
each  yardman  will  unite  his  forces 
then  Justice  will  be  granted  to  them 
and  their  efforts  will  not  be  in  vain. 
Tou  can  never  expect  Justice  wlUi  a 
division  in  your  ranks. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  B.  Hptmar.mo. 


f  ram  Second  Vice-Presi^ 
dent  Ceiuiort. 

Chioaoo,  III.,  Oct.  17,  1907. 
Borroa  Switchmbn's  JouaifAL: 

We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  one  of  the 
most  Important  moves  sinoe  the  inoep- 
tiOB  of  our  union,— we  are  asking  for 
another  advance  in  wages.  This  is  the 
most  important  because  the  demands 
at  this  time  follow  so  dose  on  the 
heels  of  the  iaorease  that  was  granted 
to  switchmen  in  1906;  but  the  Western 
railway  managers  opened  up  the  wage 
(luestion  again,  and  have  granted  a 
diflerantial  of  two  cents  an  hour  to 
the  swHohmen  west  of  Denver,  and  by 
so  doing  they  have  discriminated 
against  the  great  majority  of  yard- 
men. 

There  is  no  plaee  in  the  western 
country  where  the  differential  was 
granted  that  is  as  important  a  center 
as  Chicago,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  St 
Louis,  Kansas  City,  Buffalo,  Cleve- 
laad,  Toledo,  Pittsburg  and  many 
other  places  in  this  territory,  and 
when  advances  in  wages  are  being 
granted,  the  places  mentioned  should 
not  be  overlooked,  and  I  can  not  imag- 
ine why  they  were  overlooked,  for  the 
>eason  when  the  movement  for  more 
wages  was  started  in  Chicago  last  year 


the  western  switchmen  were  eonsld- 
ered  as  important  as  any  other,  and 
they  were  benefited  by  the  movement, 
so  that,  in  this  case,  I  consider  the  de- 
mimds  of  the  switchmen  in  this  sec- 
tion at  this  time  for  more  moaey  an 
Just 

There  is  apt  to  be  a  number  of  ques- 
tions considered  affecting  the  interest 
of  our  members,  and  to  my  mind  is 
one  tliat  ought  to  receive  the  hearty 
approval  of  the  entire  organisation, 
namely,  that  there  should  be  a  uni- 
form scale  of  wages  paid  switehmen 
all  over  the  United  States,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  by  perfeot  organisation  and 
determination,  it  can  be  aeoomptiidied. 

Possibly  in  no  line  of  b«slness  is  the 
contrast  of  past  and  present  condi- 
tions so  sharply  defined  as  in  the 
switching  service.  The  period  inter- 
vening between  1894  and  1902  the 
switehmen  of  this  country  vtrtttally 
had  no  organisation.  Theirs  was  a 
miserable  existence.  Their  wages 
marked  the  lowest  ebb  consistent  wHh 
the  greatest  economy  of  living,  and 
hours  of  servitude  oftentimes  ran  into 
four^fths  of  the  calendar  day,  while 
other  branches  of  labor  were  receiving 
increases  and  other  benefits. 

It  is  true  that  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  in 
the  past  five  years  has  improved  the 
conditions  of  yardmen  both  in  wages 
and  hours,  but  because  of  the  advance 
of  the  cost  of  living,  tiie  switehmen 
are  not  receiving  as  much  today  as 
they  did  seven  years  ago,  when  they 
were  working  for  less  beeaose  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  dollar  Is  not  as 
great,  thus  showing  ^ttat  advances  in 
wages  are  not  keeping  pace  with  the 
advance  in  the  cost  of  living;  then  it 
behooves  the  switchmen  to  got  busy. 

There  are  other  important  matters 
that  should  be  considered.  The  per- 
sonal record  and  the  physical  examin- 
ation should  be  knocked  out  I  do 
not  believe  in  doctors  hiring  switch- 
men— ^the  yardmaster  should  be  the 
best  Judge  of  a  switchman's  ciapabil- 
ities.  If  the  law  requirse  those  exam- 
inations, as  is  claimed,  the  law  should 
define  what  should  be  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  switchman,  and  not  leave  It 
open  to  the  company's  oflidals  to  dis- 
criminate against  an  experienced 
switchman  because  he  is  a  good  worker 
for  his  union,  and  instead,  hire  a  stu- 
dent who  knows  absolutely  no^tog 
about  the  game. 
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Physical  examinationB  and  personal 
records  do  not  make  switchmen.  Gray 
hairs  are  honorable,  and  switchmen  as 
a  rule  become  gray  while  yet  young 
men,  because  of  the  long  hours  they 
are  compelled  to  work  in  the  rain, 
sleet,  snow,  and  tropical  heat  or  bliz- 
zard, unprotected,  thus  leaving  its  in- 
delible mark,  never  to  be  erased  from 
their  physical  structure.  In  most  cases 
such  luxuries  as  switch  shanties  or 
cabooses,  for  the  comfort  and  protec- 
tion of  switchmen,  from  a  managerial 
standpoint,  are  absurd— let  the  freaks 
of  the  weather  play  havoc  with  the 
poor  switchmen  as  long  as  the  rail- 
wajrs  pay  dividends. 

You  may  look  over  the  list  of  men 
who  a  few  years  ago  were  young, 
strong  and  healthy,  and  see  if  they 
do  not  bear  some  evidence  of  physical 
Incapacity  of  some  nature,  due  solely 
to  the  inhuman  conditions  they  were 
forced  to  labor  under.  Then  Jog  your 
memories,  those  of  you  who  have  fol- 
lowed the  game  any  length  of  time, 
and  think  of  the  vast  number  of  your 
fellow-employes  who  have  filled  prema- 
ture graves,  victims  of  their  inlquit> 
ous  conditions  and  surroundings.  Then 
glance  at  your  present  conditions  and 
determine  If  you  have  made  them  any 
better.  If  not,  then  you  are  to  blame. 
Switchmen  have  every  reason  to  feel 
proud  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  No  union 
of  workmen  in  this  country  has  had 
more  bitter  opposition  to  overcome 
than  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North 
America.  That  we  have  weathered  the 
storm  is  due  to  the  practical  policy  and 
staunch  adherence  to  common-sense 
methods,  consistent  with  the  time. 

Possibly,  in  no  line  of  business  is 
the  resistance  to  organization  so  strong 
as  in  the  switchmen's,  and  this  fact 
above  all  others  makes  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America  more  worthy  of  appre- 
ciation. 

The  business  in  itself  is  distinct 
from  all  other  lines  of  work  in  railway 
service.  The  men  who  switch  cars  are 
made  up  from  almost  every  vocation. 
Few  enter  through  choice,  but  nearly 
all  from  necessity.  It  offers  few  at- 
tractions as  a  pleasant  occupation,  yet 
men  drift  into  it  hopeful  of  something 
better  in  the  future,  but  as  a  rule  they 
are  sorely  disappointed,  for  very  few 
switchmen  are  promoted.  The  railway 
oflicials  in  most  instances  discriminate 


against  the  switchmen  in  favor  of  of- 
fice men  who  are  a  menace  to  a 
switchman,  because  of  inexperience. 
The  switchman  then  must  teach  the 
ofllce  man  his  business  and  be  respon- 
sible for  aU  hU  mistakes. 

Things  are  looking  bright  for  the  S. 
U.  at  the  present  time,  and  by  some 
good  work  on  the  part  of  our  mem- 
bers we  will  have  all  the  switchmen  in 
our  union. 

Yours  In  B..  H.  and  P., 

Jambs  B.  Connobs. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-Presidefit 
Harshbaiver. 

BiNGHAMTON,    N.    Y. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Scattered  throughout  this  land  of 
liberty  there  are  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  youthful  braves  who  are 
taking  their  first  lessons  in  learning  to 
do  well.  Millions  of  dollars  are  being 
spent  annually  in  their  education. 
Compulsory  education  laws  have  been 
enacted  that  they  might  be  fitted  to 
set  sail  upon  life's  industrial  voyage 
and  master  the  tasks  of  their  chosen 
way.  Many  of  them  were»  seemintfy» 
bom  with  an  ambitious  inheritance  to 
realize  the  essentials  of  an  education 
and  are  eager  for  the  learning  that 
they  may  attain  the  high  achieve- 
ments of  life,  while  others  were  appar- 
ently created  and  live  in  a  state  of 
stupidity,  looking  upon  life  and  all  iU 
headings  as  happenings  natural  in  its 
events,  and  can  see  no  urgent  necessity 
for  the  training  and  learning  to  do 
well.  I'he  father,  no  matter  what  his 
station  in  the  sphere  of  knowledge 
may  be,  knows  well  the  value  of  a 
talented  mind,  for  if  he  be  of  the  poor- 
ly4eamed,  the  lesson  has  been  taught 
in  the  disadvantage  under  which  he 
has  labored  with  the  learned,  and  if  he 
be  of  the  gifted  class,  the  lesson  has 
been  made  positively  plain  in  the  ad- 
vantage that  was  his  over  the  un- 
learned. 

Thus  the  understanding  is  clear  and 
the  duty  made  plain  to  both  as  regards 
the  learning  of  those  it  has  been  their 
will  and  right  to  bring  into  this  life. 
They  must  be  educated,  they  must 
learn  to  do  well.  You  start  them  to 
school  and  whether  or  not  they  are 
apt  in  learning,  you  keep  them  at  their 
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studies  and  perchance  they  live  in  con- 
finement and  pray  for  the  priyilege  to 
indulge  in  ont-door  recreations.  Yon 
employ  your  best  arpiments;  the  les- 
son of  experience  is  related  In  a  mas- 
teriy  way  that  the  wise  and  prudent 
coarse  may  be  dear  and  plain  to  him, 
and  he  continues  to  master  the 
problems  of  learning. 

You  breathe  a  few  words  into  your 
own  soul  and  wish  that  his  opportuni- 
ties for  learning  to  do  well  were 
yours.  The  unwise  and  foolish  desires 
of  the  boy  are  made  easy  of  forbearance 
in  the  thought  that  all  are  weak  and 
incapable  of  sound,  sober  thought,  and 
perseverance  in  the  direction  that 
leads  to  the  better  things  and  his^er 
attainments  of  life. 

My  dear  reader,  scratch  your  head 
and   meditate.     Are  you   learning  to 
do  well?    Are  you  making  the  best  of 
the  opportunities  that  surround  you? 
Haye  you  pwseverence  in  the  paving 
of  the  way  to  a  higher  wage  and  bet- 
terment of  physical  conditions?    My 
experience  is  that  the  dispositions  of 
switchmen  are  not  far  removed  from 
that  of  the  school  boy.    Some  are  am- 
bitious and  are  ever  found  ready  and 
anxious   to  improve  their  conditions. 
They  realize  full  well  that  they  can 
only  hope  to  succeed  in  this  by  real 
effort  and  perseverence  in  the  direction 
from    wnich   it  appears   the  greatest 
good  can  be  accomplished.    If  in  union 
there    is    strength,    and    strength    is 
found  necessary  in  the  cause  of  ad- 
vancement, they  must  put  to  work  and 
there    must   be  no   relenting   in   the 
effort  until  the  craft  stands  a  unit    At 
last  their  union  stands  a  giant  in  power 
and  its  attainments  for  good  have  been 
beyond    their  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions.   Still  they  must  be  found  at  the 
helm  directing  its  onward  course  in  the 
achievement    of    greater    and    nobler 
things.      Such   men   as   these   are   a 
blessing  to  our  country.    Theirs  was 
the  spirit  that  overthrew  the  despotism 
of  monarchy;  theirs  was  the  courage 
that  repelled  and  suppressed  chattel 
slavery.    To  these  men  of  thought  and 
will  the   credit   is  due  for  the   life, 
progress  and  stability  of  our  country. 
During  all  these  years  of  struggle  and 
true   effort   for   advancement  by  the 
progressive    men    many    were    found 
lagslns  ii^  the  background,  dreaming 
of  the  better  things  that  could  be  and 
oQs^t  to  be,  but  looked  to  the  workings 


of  Providence  for  their  realizati<m. 
They  know  right  from  wrong,  truth " 
from  falsehood,  but  what  is  the  use  of 
fighting  and  struggling  about  it,  the 
righteousness  of  God  is  greater  than 
the  danmation  of  Satan,  so  we  will 
leave  its  adjustment  to  the  hand  of 
Providence. 

These  are  the  men  ever  ready  to 
accept  the  good  things  of  life,  but  never 
willing  to  share  in  their  cost  They 
will  be  found  shouting  their  halle- 
luiahs after  the  victory  is  won,  but 
discovered  in  the  shadow  of  meekness 
while  the  struggle  is  on.  The  good 
book  says  there  is  always  a  chance  for 
redemption  and  if  you  have  found  in 
your  makeup  similarities  of  the  drone, 
turn  over  a  new  leaf  and  live  the  life 
of  the  bee,  always  gathering  honey  that 
the  store  of  life's  necessities  may  be 
found  with  full  and  plenty  in  winters 
of  need. 

The  switchman  who,  in  this  progres- 
sive age,  depends  on  the  turning  events 
of  good  luck  and  fortune  to  supply  the 
autumn  days  with  full  and  plenty  will 
surely  come  to  want  There  will  be 
one  more  sad^  sad  story  to  tell  of  long 
and  teithful  service  for  a  mere  pit- 
tance and  the  ingratitude  of  an  em- 
ployer. 

I  started  railroading  when  but  a 
boy,  gave  up  many  years  in  training 
with  its  evolution  of  economics  and 
betterment  of  service,  and  am  now  in 
this,  my  day  of  efliciency,  set  adrift 
upon  the  industrial  sea  to  seek  a  live- 
lihood in  trades  foreign  and  strange, 
because  of  the  age  limit,  physical  qual- 
ifications and  personal  record  require- 
ments. 

There  are  thousands  of  capable  and 
efliclent  railroad  men  in  the  country 
today  denied  employment  because  of 
these  Insane  and  unjust  regulations, 
and  it  is  time  that  we  In  one  voice,  as 
one  man,  denounce  the  practice  as  in- 
human, un-Chrlstlan  and  uncharitable, 
and  demand  its  abrogation. 

The  three-fingered,  or  advanced  age 
Daniel,  experienced  in  the  switching 
service,  Is  worth  a  dozen  of  physical 
perfected  youthful  farmer  Jakes  In  the 
dispatch  of  the  service,  yet  Daniel  Is 
denied  emplo3rment  and  there  Is  al- 
ways an  open  office  for  Jake. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

D.  A.  Habshbabgcb. 
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Into  Stetson  Slavery. 

We  give  below  a  copy  of  the  con- 
tract that  the  Stetson  Hat  Oompany 
forces  its  apprentices  to  sign.  The 
Stetson  company  is  known  all  through 
uniondom  as  the  big  scab  hat  manufac- 
turers. If  one  imagines  that  slavery 
has  passed  from  history  he  has  but  to 
read  this  contract.  The  masters  have 
the  sole  power  of  breaking  this  agree- 
ment at  will.  The  apprentice  works 
for  the  master's  interest,  not  his  own, 
night  and  day,  cannot  marry,  go  to  a 
play»  take  his  eweetheart  out,  or  con- 
duct himself  as  an  individual  human 
being  while  he  Is  learning  an  indus^ 
trial  trade.  And  all  this  for  four  years 
at  |2  a  week.  Can  anybody  see  how 
much  the  company  will  get  out  of  the 
apprentice?  And  there  are  eight  ap- 
prentices to  every  workman. 

No  wonder  the  Stetson  company 
finds  a  scab  shop  profitable. 

"This  indenture  wltnesseth.  That 
Alexan<lra  Zaccarla,  bom  Nov.  1,  I<68S, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  James 
Sands,  his  friend,  hath  put  himself, 
and  by  these  present  doth  voluntarily 
and  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord 
put  himself  Apprentice  to  The  John  B. 
Stetson  Company  of  Philadelphia,  to 
learn  the  art,  trade  and  mystery  of 
Felt  Hat  Sizing  and  after  the  manner 
of  an  apprentice  to  serve  the  said 
John  B.  Stetson  Company  and  during 
and  to  tlie  full  end  and  term  oi  his  ap- 
prenticeship, which  will  be  the  Ist  day 
of  Nov.  A.  D.  l^M  next  ensuing. 

The  said  masters  reserving  the  right 
to  terminate  this  agreement  if  said  ap- 
prentice shall  refuse  to  obey  their 
proper  commands,  or  he  shall  be  found 
physically  unable  to  attend  to  his 
work.  During  which  time  the  said  ap- 
prentice doth  covenant  and  promise  that 
he  will  serve  his  masters  faithfully, 
keep  their  secrets  and  obey  their  law- 
ful commands;  that  he  will  dt>  them 
no  damage  himself,  nor  see  it  done  by 
others  without  giving  them  notice 
thereof;  that  he  will  not  waste  their 
goods,  nor  lend  them  unlawfully;  that 
he  will  not  contract  matrimony  within 
the  said  term;  that  he  will  not  play 
at  cards,  dice  or  any  other  unlawful 
game,  whereby  his  masters  may  be  In- 
jured; that  he  will  neither  buy  nor 
sell,  with  his  own  goods  nor  the  goods 
of  others,   without  license  from   his 


masters;  that  he  will  not  absent  him- 
self day  or  night  from  his  masters' 
service  without  their  leav^  nor  will 
haunt  ale  houses,  taverns,  or  play 
houses,  but  in  all  things  behave  him- 
self as  a  faithful  apprentice  ought  to 
do  during  said  term.  He  shall  conlorm 
to  and  abide  by  all  rules  and  regula- 
tions now  in  force,  and  hereinafter 
adopted  by  his  masters  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  apprentices.  And  the 
said  masters  on  their  part  do  covenant 
and  promise  that  they  will  use  the  ut- 
most of  their  endeavor  to  teadi,  or 
cause  to  be  taught  or  instructed,  the 
said  apprentice  in  the  art,  trade  and 
mystery  of  Felt  Hat  Sizing,  and  he 
shall  receive  as  compensation  when 
working  two  ($2.00)  dollars  per  week. 

It  appearing  upon  satisfactory  proof 
furnished  to  said  John  B.  Stetson  Oom- 
pany  that  said  minor  has  been  properly 
educated  In  reading,  writing  and  arith- 
metic, so  as  to  render  further  school- 
ing unnecessary. 

And  for  the  true  performance  of  all 
and  singular  the  covenants  and  agree- 
ments aforesaid,  the  said  parties  bind 
themselves  each  unto  the  other  firmly 
by  these  presents. 

In  witness  thereof,  the  said  John  B. 
Stetson  Company  has  hereunto  affixed 
its  corporate  seal  and  Individual  par- 
ties set  their  hands  and  seals,  done  in- 
terchangeably.— Ohiciigo  Daily  Sociah 
i8t 


There  are  moments  when  silence,  pro- 
longed and  unbroken. 

More  expressive  may  be  than  all  words 
ever  spoken. 

—Meredith. 


What    know    we   greater    than    the 
soul  ? — Tennyson. 


The  gods  cannot  help  a  man  who 
loses  opportunity. — Chinese. 


Men  of  character  are  often  solitary, 
or  if  they  chance  to  be  social,  do  not 
need  society,  but  can  entertain  them- 
selves very  well  alone. — Bmerson. 


Hours  sli  pa  way,  dinner  comes,  and 
we  are  hungry, — evening,  and  we  are 
lazy, — night,  and  we  are  sleepy,  and 
thus  wears  the  world  away. — Walter 
Swtt. 
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Rodcford,  III. 

Eduob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I,  as  a  duly  elected  delegate  to  the 
twenty-fifth  annual  convention  of  the 
niinois  State  Federation  of  Labor,  beg 
leave  to  submit  a  few  brief  items  from 
that  great  meeting  of  250  delegates 
from  all  comers  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, representing  nearly  every  trade 
in  the  State.  This  splendid  representa- 
tion of  labor  showed  a  gain  of  nearly 
150  locals  since  the  convention  of  1906. 
This  certainly  showed  great  progress 
along  the  lines  of  bringing  every  local 
hi  the  State  Into  this  powerful  and 
well-working  body.  Oreat  appreciation 
was  shown  for  the  good  work  done  in 
the  past  year  in  the  way  of  framing  up 
and  causing  to  be  made  several  laws 
ot  some  little  benefit  to  labor  as  well 
as  standing  in  the  way  and  preventing 
laws  that  would  have  passed  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  determined  protests 
made  by  the  labor  lobby  at  Springville. 
With  oTidence  of  these  facts  I  desire 
to  say  that  I,  as  a  member  of  the  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.,  did  heartily  concur  in  the 
very  urgent  requests  made  on  the  floor 
of  the  convention  to  put  forth  every 
possible  effort  to  enroll  every  single 
local  union  in  the  State  of  Illinois  be- 
fore the  convention  of  1908,  and  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  same  action  may 
take  place  in  every  State  in  the  Union. 
With  a  solid  State  organizaUon  it  will 
be  an  easy  matter  to  resolve  ourselves 
into  a  labor-political  party  and,  that 
done,  we  can  nominate  and  elect  men 
from  our  own  ranks  to  make  and  en- 
force the  laws  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  people  of  the  State.  There  are 
many  laws  for  the  wage-earner  that 
We  need;  laws  that  have  been  begged 
for  by  trades  union  committees.  In 
many  cases  to  pacify  labor  and  rub  a 


little  salve  for  the  next  election  our 
servants,  the  representatives  and  sena- 
tors, draft  and  start  a  few  laws  down 
the  line  for  our  interest  with  a  direct 
understanding  that  all  such  laws  will 
be  trapped  by  one  or  another  commit- 
tee ana  put  to  death.  In  some  cases, 
in  order  to  make  a  lot  of  campaign  am- 
munition, one  or  two  laws  are  allowed 
to  pass,  but  before  the  Ink  gets  dry 
on  the  book  the  Judicial  power  steps  in 
and  carries  out  its  instructions  and 
declares  such  laws  unconstitutional. 
So  labor  is  Just  where  it  started,  with 
an  important  campaign  over  and  all 
machine  candidates  elected  to  ofBce  for 
another  term.  How  long  are  the  unions 
of  this  country  going  to  swallow  this 
kind  of  dope? 

Hoping  to  see  a  general  move  In  the 
S.  U.  toward  affiliating  with  Central 
and  State  bodies,  and  that  the  Ume 
may  soon  come  when  organized  labor 
will  not  be  compelled  to  spend  their 
money  and  beg  for  something  that  they 
never  get.  and  I  hope  they  will  some 
day  by  their  combined  strength  and 
political  power  elect  their  own  men 
and  receive  Justice.    I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

T.  H.  SToins. 


Chicago,  ilL 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Lodge  No.  199  has  finally  landed  one 
of  the  smoothest  grafters  in  the  coun- 
try; he  was  caught  in  Kenosha,  Wis., 
trying  to  cash  a  check.  He  had  in  his 
possession  credentials  bearing  the 
seals  of  lodges  No.  199  and  79,  also 
a  Grand  Lodge  seal,  but  the  seals  are 
not  identically  the  same  as  those  used 
by  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  He  also  had  his 
own    letter   heads   printed   something 
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like  what  the  Grand  Lodge  fumlBhes. 
His  letter  heads  had  printed  on  them 
a  passenger  locoipotive  and  a  cut  bear- 
ing railroad  initials  'T.  D.  ft  E.  R.  R." 
Ho  had  forged  Bro.  A.  C.  Dickens'  sig- 
nature to  his  fake  credentials,  and 
when  he  was  caught  Bro.  Dickens  had 
to  go  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  to  prosecute 
him.  He  was  found  guilty  and  was 
sent  to  the  Wisconsin  State  Penitenti- 
ary. Lodge  No.  199  wishes  to  thank 
Mr.  Baker,  the  State's  attorney  at  Ken- 
osha, Wis.,  for  the  way  he  handled  the 
case  for  Lodge  No.  199,  and  putting 
this  grafter  away.  This  Is  the  first 
grafter  that  was  ever  caught  misrepre- 
senUng  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  that  was 
ever  sent  to  a  penitentiary.  He  was 
caught  with  the  goods  on  him,  so  he 
has  to  enjoy  himself  in  the.  penitentiary 
for  quite  a  while.  He  gave  his  name 
as  P.  Mickle,  but  his  right  name  is 
Williams.  He  was  caught  in  Septem- 
ber and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  the 
same  month.    All  credit  is  due  to  Bro. 

A.  C.  Dickens,  treasurer  of  No.  199,  for 
sending  this  grafter  to  Jail.  Grafters 
will  do  well  to  keep  away  from  the 
Windy  City  if  they  do  not  want  to  go 
to  one  of  Uiese  summer  resorts. 

We  ha^e  had  among  us  as  a  visitor 
Bro.  Dan  Young  of  Lodge  No.  58.  He 
was  present  at  our  last  meeting  in 
September,  and  at  our  first  meeting  in 
October  we  had  as  visitors  Bros.  W. 

B.  Wilkinson  and  Fields  of  Lodge  No. 
'58,  also  Bro.  J.  B.  Connors,  our  Second 
Vice-President,  who  talked  on  the  good 
and  welfare  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  He 
also  talked  to  the  ladies  who  were 
present  at  the  social  entertainment,  as 
tney  are  about  to  organize  an  auxili- 
ary to  Lodge  No.  199  in  the  very  near 
future.  Lodge  No.  199  put  three  can- 
didates through  at  this  meeting. 

Members  of  the  lodges  in  Chicago: 
do  not  fail  to  attend  the  grand  union 
ball  of  lodges  Nos.  58,  19  and  199  at 
the  West  Side  Auditorium,  Taylor  and 
Center  Avenue,  Saturday  evening  Nov. 
16th,  1907.  This  is  to  be  a  grand  night 
in  Chicago,  so  every  one  turn  out  and 
enjoy  yourself  at  this  ball  and  don't 
forget  to  meet  me  at  the  switchmen's 
ball.         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  N.  Hemen. 


Tacomat  Wash. 

Editob  Switohmen's  Joubnal: 

Just  a  few  lines  for  the  little  pink 
book.  Everything  looks  bright  out  our 
way — aplenty  of  work  and  very  few 
brothers  pasa  through  here  who  want 
to  work  but  get  an  office.  When  you 
talk  to  tne  brothers  that  have  been 
traveling  through  the  country  it  cheers 
you  up  with  the  good  news  they  bring 
of  how  the  S.  U.  is  going  to  the  front 
On  Sept.  24th  Fourth  Vice-President 
W.  H.  Burt  paid  us  a  pleasant  visit 
and  we  are  looking  for  him  again.  He 
brought  good  news  from  California, 
for  that  has  been  a  stronghold  for  the 
stingers. 

No.  135  is  still  on  deck  always  look- 
ing  for  new  members,  and  Just  at 
present  also  looking  for  6c  per  hour 
raise  in  wages  which  we  |dl  hope  to 
get,  as  we  think  it  costs  more  to  live 
in  the  western  country  and,  therefore, 
we  should  have  more  pay.  It  is  haxd 
to  say  Just  now  what  the  outcome  will 
be,  but  I  hope  to  know  by  next  month. 
I  will  have  to  sidetrack  for  this  time. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ike. 


Time  is  a  charlatan  who  Juggles  the 
present  while  making  the  future  glit- 
ter. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  to  write 
for  the  Joubnal  I  hope  that  all  mis- 
takes will  be  corrected  by  our  gracious 
editor. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard 
to  our  new  lodge  known  as  Harmony 
Lodge  No.  117,  which  was  organized 
eight  weeks  ago.  There  were  only  a 
very  few  S.  XT.  men  working  on  the 
C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  at  this  place,  and 
most  of  the  men  were  members  of  the 
B.  of  R.  T.  But  Bro.  Burton  Taylor 
went  to  the  front  and  then  we  soon  or- 
ganized a  lodge,  and  I  wish  to  say  that 
our  lodge  is  well  named,  for  we  have 
had  "harmony"  ever  since  the  lodge  was 
organized.  We  now  claim  the  North 
Chicago  night  yard  and  forty  per  cent, 
of  the  day  srard,  and  a  large  bite  out  of 
Gailwood  and  Halstead  Street,  which 
is  the  B.  of  R.  T.  stronghold.  We  now 
have  a  lodge  of  about  sixty  true  Blue 
switchmen  and  we  are  getting  more 
every  time  we  have  a  meeting.  We 
are  going  rignt  to  the  front  and  by 
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the  first  of  the  year  we  will  show  up 
one  hundred  strong.  The  brothers  have 
been  yery  good  in  attending  meetings. 
Keep  up  the  good  work  and  we  will 
meet  with  success. 

The  ball  that  we  held  on  Oct  16th 
was  a  grand  affair.  We  were  favored 
with  the  presence  of  Second  Vice- 
President  J.  B.  Connors  who  led  the 
grand  march,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  he  had  important  business  affairs 
in  another  city  and  had  to  leave  short- 
ly after  the. grand  march.  We  also 
had  Bro.  Dan  Smith  of  Lodge  No.  86, 
Bro.  Trost  of  No.  58  and  several  broth- 
ers from  differ^it  lodges  whose  names 
I  was  unable  to  learn. 

Hoping  that  all  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  men 
will  go  to  the  front  united  and  in 
harmony  with  one  another  in  this 
great  movement  from  now  on  and  stick 
to  the  finish,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

B.  F.  D. 


Toledo,  O. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

There  never  was  a  time  when  the 
workingmen  as  a  class  were  so  disr 
satisfied  with  their  conditions  as  at 
present.  With  their  wages  slightly  ad- 
vanced anfl  the  price  of  commodities 
greatly  advanced  and  still  advancing, 
they  find  it  more  and  more  difficult  to 
make  a  living.  There  are  indicaflons 
that  they  are  tired  of  prosperity  con- 
sisting entirely  of  plenty  of  work. 
Plenty  of  work  is  not.  always  a  sure 
sign  of  prosperity,  if  it  were,  a  slave 
who  was  compelled  to  work  long  hours 
with  miserable  conditions  which  go 
with  long  hours,  would  be  more  pros- 
perous than  a  more  fortunate  man  who 
had  good  conditions. 

The  only  people  deriving  any  benefit 
from  the  present  prosperity  are  the 
exploiters.  Some  cheap  two-by-ifour 
politicians  would  have  us  believe  that 
the  volume  of  trade  indicates  the  de- 
gree of  prosperity,  that  the  interest  of 
the  employer  and  employes  are  iden- 
tical, and  when  the  employers  are 
prosperous  the  employes  must  necesr 
sarily  be  prosperous,  but  we  know 
their  interests  are  directly  antagonis- 
tic to  ours. 

The  employer  being  a  purchaser  of 
labor  power  is  interested  in  buying  it 
as  cheaply  as  possible.    The  employes 


being  sellers  of  labor  power  are  inter- 
ested in  selling  it  for  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. 

There  can  be  no  permanent  peace  be- 
tween these  two  antagonistic  forces. 
The  exploiters  being  the  owners  of  the 
tools  of  production  must  have  labor 
power  to  operate  them.  The  exploited, 
having  nothing  but  labor  power,  must 
have  access  to  the  tools  of  production. 
This  makes  it  impossible  for  these  two 
interests  to  -ignore  each  other  and,  as 
a  resuk  an  Irreconcilable  conflict  ex- 
ists between  them. 

The  workers  have  learned  from  ex- 
perience that  they  receive  more  wages 
when  they  organize  into  unions  and 
bargain  collectively  with  the  em- 
ployer than  when  each  individual  deals 
with  the  employer  in  person  and  man- 
ages his  own  rate  of  pay.  For  this  rea- 
son the  employers  are  opposed  to 
unions  and  the  intelligent  employes 
favor  unions.  The  power  of  the  unions 
consists  in  their  ability  to  injure  the 
employers. 

They  are  not  always  obliged  to  exer- 
cise this  power  to  secure  benefits,  but 
the  fear  of  it  often  induces  the  em- 
ployer to  grant  concessions.  The  power 
to  cause  injury  may  be  exercised  by 
either  a  strike  or  boycott.  The  strike 
is  the  usual  method. 

These  strikes  do  not  always  produce 
the  results  expected.  The  government 
report  show  that  sixty  per  cent  are 
successful,  while  forty  per  cent,  either 
fall  altogether  or  are  compromised. 
There  are  several  causes  which  some- 
times defeat  a  strike.  The  workers 
may  be  starved  into  submission  and  re- 
turn to  work,  others  may  take  their 
places,  or  they  may  be  coerced  through 
the  interference  of  the  courts  (by  in- 
junctions), or  the  police  and  military 
forces.  There  has  not  been  a  strike 
of  any  magnitude  in  twenty  years  un- 
less by  the  interference  of  the  courts, 
police  or  militia.  This  ought  to  con- 
vince the.  workers  that  ^they  cannot 
strike  with  any  certainty  of  success 
while  their  employers  control  the 
courts,  police  or  militia. 

The  workingmen  are  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  nation.  They  are  the 
power  of  the  nation.  Yet  this  power 
which  they  constitute  is  used  to  de- 
feat their  interests. 

The  workingmen  who  pay  dues  into 
a  union,  whose  avowed  purpose  is  to 
fight  their  economic  masters  on  election 
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day,  and  who  elect  those  masters  or 
their  representatives  to  control  those 
branches  of  government  which  are 
used  to  frustrate  the  objects  of  the 
unions,  are  so  densely  stupid  that  their 
Ignorance  Is  beyond  comprehension. 
There  has  never  been  but  one  Instance 
In  the  history  of  this  country  where 
the  aid  of  the  courts,  police  or  military 
forces  was  Invoked  to  assist  the 
strikers.  This  occurred  In  a  smelter 
mill  strike  In  Colorado  where  the  men 
were  working  twelve  hours  a  day. 
After  all  honorable  means  failed  In 
securing  a  reduction  of  working  hours 
the  men  struck  for  eight  hours.  The 
company  had  Plnkerton  detectives 
SFworn  In  as  deputy  sheriffs  and  barri- 
caded the  mill.  Governor  Walte,  a 
populist,  called  out  the  mllftla  and  dis- 
persed the  deputy  sheriffs.  The  next 
day  the  strike  was  won.  The  men  con- 
tinued to  work  eight  hours  a  day  until 
the  people  of  Colorado,  to  their  ever- 
lasting disgrace,  elected  a  Republican 
governor.  Then  the  company  gave  no- 
tice that  twelve  hours  would  consti- 
tute a  day's  work.  The  men  struck. 
The  militia  was  again  called  out  This 
time  in  the  Interest  of  the  company, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  people  of 
Colorado  had  voted  at  a  previous  elec- 
tion by  over  46,000  majority,  making  it 
mandatory  on  the  legislature  to  pass  a 
law  forbidding  more  than  eight  hours 
worK  a  day  in  smelter  mills.  The 
brutal  manner  in  which  the  militia 
coerced  tne  strikers  is  too  familiar  to 
need  repeating.  The  strike  failed. 
The  men  are  working  twelve  hours  a 
day  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until 
they  learn  to  organize  at  the  ballot  as 
well  as  in  the  union,  and  use  their 
heads  for  something  besides  hat-racks. 
The  workingmen  have  no  one  but  them- 
selves to  blame.  These  representa- 
tives of  plutocracy  who  use  the  powers 
of  government  to  oppress  the  working- 
man  are  elected  by  worklngmen's 
votes,  because  the  workingmen,  being 
greatly  in  the  majority,  can  elect  who- 
ever they  see  fit. 

Occasionally  some  official  antagon- 
izes the  workingmen  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  remember  him  on  election 
day  and  retire  him  to  private  life,  taut 
they  always  elect  someone  to  succeed 
him  who  advocates  the  same  system  of 
industry  based  on  exploitation.  They 
never  vote  to  secure  AliL  their  labor 
produces  for  fear  of  losing  their  votes. 


They  prefer  to  vote  for  something  they 
do  not  want  and  get  it  rather  than 
vote  for  something  they  do  want  for 
fear  they  will  not  get  it.  They  vote 
to  continue  the  system  and  then  com- 
plain of  the  incidents  which  go  to 
make  up  the  system.  THey  justify 
their  acts  uj  saying  they  wish  to  vote 
for  the  best  man  who  has  a  chance  of 
being  elected,  or  for  an  honest  admin- 
istration. The  present  system  is  one 
by  whlcn  the  workers  are  robbed  of  the 
greater  portion  of  what,  their  labor 
produces.  As  long  as  they  are  to  be 
robbed  what  difference  does  it  make  to 
tnem  whether  It  is  done  by  an  honest 
man  or  a  thief.  It  is  the  robbery  they 
should  object  to,  not  the  robber. 

Some  workmen  vote  for  a  candidate 
because  he  makes  some  'fine  ante-elec- 
tion promises  which  are  forgotten  as 
soon  as  election  Is  over.  The  poor  de- 
ceived worklngman  then  consoles  him- 
self with  the  thought  that  the  poli- 
tician has  betrayed  the  confidence  re^ 
posed  in  him. 

The  socialists  are  the  only  candi- 
dates who  never  fall  to  make  good,  and' 
for  this  reason  should  receive  the  solid 
support. of  the  workingmen.  It  Is  not 
because  they  are  more  honest  than 
other  men,  but  because  every  socialist 
candidate  is  compelled  to  sign  a  resig- 
nation of  the  office  he  is  to  be  voted 
for  before  his  name  Is  placed  on  the 
ballot.  If  he  is  elected  and  should 
prove  untrustworthy  a  petition  to  re- 
move him  is  circulated  which,  when 
sufficient  signatures  are  secured,  is 
filed  with  the  committee  holding  his 
resignation,  which  is  in  turn  filed  and 
the  unworthy  official  returns  to  private 
life,  regardless  of  his  own  personal 
wishes.  This  seems  to  be  the  only 
known  method  of  keeping  men  beyond 
corrupt  Infiuences  and  compelling  them 
to  represent  the  people  who  elect  them. 
If  the  workingmen  would  vote  for  what 
they  want  instead  of  some  imaginary 
immediate  benefit,  they  would  secure 
some  very  desirable  results. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

iBvnf  E.  Austin. 


Doing  one's  best  in  small  things 
means  doing  one's  best  when  mighty 
occasions  arise. 

Where  there  is  no  intention  of 
weimdbig  one's  feelings,  there  can  be 
no  hurt,  however  much  one  may  suffer. 
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New  York,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmeit's  Joubnal: 

After  a  rest  of  a  few  months  I  will 
write  a  few  lines  for  the  little  pink 
book  to  let  the  brothers  throughout 
the  country  know  the  conditions  of 
Harlem  River  Lodge  No.  56. 

Applications  are  coming  in  five  to 
seven  at  every  meeting. 

About  a  year  ago,  according  to  some 
01  our  B.  of  R  T.  friends,  it  would 
only  be  a  short  while  and  No.  56 
would  be  a  dead  one.  Well,  they  want 
to  take  it  from  Shults  that  she  is  a 
very  healthy  corpse,  and  the  time  is 
not  far  away  when  No.  56  will  have 
the  majority.  By  the  way,  brothers,  if 
you  remember,  In  some  of  my  letters, 
I  showed  you  how  the  stingers  got  an 
increase  In  this  part  of  the  country. 

There  was  a  man  taken  off  every 
time.  Well,  we  started  on  the  19th  of 
this  month  shy  one  more,  thanks  to 
that  good  and  noble  order,  the  B.  of  R. 
T.  Don't  this  show  what  the  stingers 
know  about  making  a  schedule?  Well, 
they  are  not  going  to  stand  for  this. 
Oh,  no;  Bro.  Snake  be  wise!  This 
will  blow  over  like  all  the  rest  of  their 
hot  air.  Just  a  little  slumber;  dont 
wake  them  up. 

Bro.  Dowling  was  injured  a  few  days 
ago  but  Is  able  to  be  around  again. 

Bro.  Ed.  Doyle  was  squeezed  between 
a  beam  of  an  overhead  derrick  and  a 
brake  wheel.  He  was  taken  to  Lin- 
coln Hospital  in  a  critical  condition. 
Bro.  Doyle  has  been  a  member  but  a 
few  months. 

Bro.  Har«hbarger  paid  us  a  visit  on 
the  24th  of  last  month  and.  owing  to 
the  weather,  the  members  did  not  turn 
out  as  well  as  we  expected.  We  hope 
to  see  him  and  Bro.  Hawley  In  the 
near  future. 

Observer,  I  notice  that  you  did  a 
little  knocking  on  the  grand  old  man 
In  yonr  last  letter.  They  can't  worry 
that  snake  if  he  does  run  on  the  canal. 
Bro.  Hook  of  Milwaukee  hooked  into 
town  last  week.  No.  10  has  one  mem- 
ber that  we  can  vouch  for,  and  he  Is 
not  any  more  bashful  In  telling  the 
yardmen  where  he  belongs.  Call  again, 
Bro.  Hook. 

Keep  your  eye  on  the  stingers  at  H. 
R. 

As  old  schemer  is  looking  for  this 
letter  I  will  draw  to  a  close  with  best 
wi^es  for  the  S.  U.    I  remain 

Shults. 


Toledo,  O. 

Editob  SwTTckMEN's  Joubnal: 

As  Bro.  Gervais  of  Detroit  wishes  to 
join  Issue  with  me  on  my  letter  in  the 
September  Journal,  I  welcome  the 
Issue.  I  have  never  advocated  that  a 
few  thousand  class-conscious,  Intelli- 
gent switchmen  should  risk  their  Jobs 
and  lose  everything  they  have,  which 
Isn't  much,  to  benefit  men  who  haven't 
intelligence  enough  to  Join  a  union  of 
their  class. 

The  switchmen  have  often  gone  out 
on  strike  In  sympathy  with  men  who 
were  struggling  to  secure  better  con- 
ditions, but  never  to  help  people  who 
had  not  Intelligence  enough  to  help 
themselves.  The  Switchmen's  Union 
was  organized  to  improve  the  condi- 
tions of  men  engaged  in  yard  service, 
and  has  never  demanded  a  schedule  for 
any  others,  and  has  never  been  asked 
to. 

The  men  on  one  road  do  not  demand 
a  schedule  on  another  road,  they  de- 
mand better  conditions  on  the  road 
where  they  work,  for  themselves.  In 
that  way  they  fulfill  the  mission  for 
which  the  union  was  Organized.  If  the 
men  on  any  system  secure  a  schedule, 
all  men  employed  where  the  schedule 
Is  effective  enjoy  the  benefits,  whether 
they  belong  to  the  union  or  not.  The 
union  men,  as  a  rule,  do  not  hesitate  to 
accept  better  conditions  because  others 
who  are  not  members  of  the  union  will 
also  receive  them. 

There  never  was  a  union  which  im- 
proved the  conditions  of  Its  members 
which  did  not  benefit  all  men  engaged 
In  that  occupation,  even  the  men  who 
scab  on  them.  Every  man  who  follows 
an  occupation  and  does  not  belong  to 
the  union  which  represents  that  occu- 
pation, Is  a  parasite;  he  sponges  his 
benefits.  The  union  worklngmen  must 
make  sacrifices  for  all  men  who  work, 
for  the  non-union  man  Is  too  Ignorant 
or  selfish  to  do  his  share.  If  a  man 
Is  not  willing  to  do  his  share  of  sacri- 
ficing, he  should  not  belong  to  a  union; 
he  should  take  a  withdrawal  card  and 
let  others  secure  his  benefits  for  him. 

Our  brother  appears  to  believe,  If 
the  switchmen  should  lose  their  jobs, 
their  families  would  go  hungry.  The 
railroad  ofilclals  want  us  to  believe 
this,  but  I  refuse.  If  this  were  true, 
a  switchman  could  escape  the  pangs  of 
hunger  X)nly  so  long  as  he  remained  In 
the  good  graces  of  the  yardmaster,  who 
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could  discharge  him  if  he  incurred  his 
displeasure.  If  I  believed  this  I  would 
resign  today,  for  I  would  rather  starve 
than  he  under  obligations  to  any  man 
to  that  extent.  Switchmen  have  lost 
out  before,  and  their  families  did  not 
go  hungry.  If  the  switchmen  do  not 
force  the  companies  to  increase  their 
wages,  and  the  prices  of  commodities 
keep  advancing,  their  families  may  go 
hungry,  although  they  work  every  day. 
I  would  rather  be  out  of  work  and  be 
hungry  than  to  work  on  an  empty 
stomach.  I  would  not  like  to  think 
that  switching  cars  was  the  only  thing 
I  was  capable  of  doing.  If  we  cannot 
secure  better  conditions,  let  the  scabs 
have  the  jobs.  The  greatest  misfor- 
tune we  can  wish  them  is  that  they 
may  live  many  years  and  be  compelled 
to  work  the  jobs  under  existing  condi- 
tions. 

I  also  have  been  surprised  at  what 
the  switchmen  have  accomplished  in 
the  past  six  years,  but  they  did.  not 
accomplish  it  by  keeping  quiet,  as  our 
brother  suggests.  The  phenomenal 
growth  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only  or- 
ganization which  goes  after  something 
for  switchmen,  and  gets  It. 

Every  Journal  has  accounts  or  new 
lodges  being  formed;  every  meeting 
finds  new  members  to  join.  If  the  S. 
U.  would  keep  quiet  we  would  accom- 
plish no  more  for  switchmen  than  the 
B.  of  R.  T.  has,  and  we  would  lose  our 
grip,  the  same  as  the  B.  of  R.  T.  has. 

I  do  not  believe  that  all,  or  any  con- 
siderable part,  of  the  members  of  the 
B.  of  R.  T.  are  scabs,  or  could  be  in- 
duced to  scab.  I  do  not  believe  that 
many  members  of  the  S.  U.  have  big 
yellow  streaks  down  their  backs.  The 
radicals  are  in  control,  and  may  they 
continue  to  be. 

Tours  for  eight  hours  and  better 
conditions.  The  Agitatob. 


Louisville,  Ky. 

Editor  SwrrcHMEN's  Journal: 

A  little  noise  from  No.  162  again. 
While  Bro.  James  B.  Connors  was  in 
our  city  he  brought  to  light  what  the 
B.  of  R.  T.  is.  and  what  it  is  composed 
of.  He  made  great  friends  with  all 
other  organizations  in  this  city.  He 
proved  to  the  organizations  of  various 
kinds  in  this  city  what  the  good  S.  U. 


of  N.  A.  was,  and  what  it  was  com- 
posed of. 

Bro.  Connors  while  In  this  city 
asked  for  a  seat  for  the  Louisville 
switchmen  in  the  Louisville  Federation 
of  Lab6r  and  asked  that  the  B.  of  R. 
T.  be  unseated  before  our  commltee  be 
seated.  At  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
Louisville  Federation  of.Iiabor,  Oct  8, 
1907,  the  B.  of  R.  T.  was  unseated,  and 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  was  seated  in  this 
grand  body.  It  has  surely  put  the 
yardmen  here  in  the  various  yards  to 
thinking. 

We  hope  to  see  Bro.  Connors  here 
with  us  again  soon,  for  we  surely  ap- 
preciate his  good  work  while  here  In 
our  city. 

Any  traveling  brothers  that  come 
this  way  be  sure  and  stop  with  us. 
You  will  always  find  a  helping  hand 
and  a  welcome. 

I  beg  to  remain,  with  best  wishes  to 
all  the  S.  U.  men  and  their  families, 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Journal  Agent. 


Blue  Island,  III. 

Editor  Switchmbn's  Journal: 

Once  more  our  lodge  has  suffered  in 
the  death  of  one  of  our  beat  membera 
On  Sept.  29th.  at  Hamilton  Park,  Bro. 
V.  Ingraham  was  cut  to  pieces  by  a 
handhold  on  his  engine  giving  away; 
forty  cars  passed  over  him.  It  was 
a  sight  Bro.  O'Brien  says  he  never  can 
forget  when  he  went  back  to  pick  him 
up.  Bro.  Ingraham  was  treasurer  of  our 
lodge  and  a  true,  loyal  member,  always 
on  the  alert  for  the  welfare  of  the 
union  and  ever  ready  to  help  a  brother 
in  distress.  The  way  Blue  Island 
Lodge  No.  29  laid  the  poor  brother 
away  was  a  credit  to  any  organization. 
Great  credit  is  due  the  committees. 
Our  president  C.  O.  Smith  and  treas- 
urer Jameson  did  all  in  their  power, 
and  the  flowers  Bros.  McGuire.  Hientz 
and  Ludwig  got  could  not  be  beaten. 
Our  members  turned  out  to  a  man. 
The  same  accident  came  near  happen- 
ing to  Bro.  D.  Lyons,  a  hand-hold 
breaking  on  a  car,  but  fortunately  for 
him  he  was  only  laid  up  for  a  few 
days. 

Our  meetings  are  being  well  attend- 
ed. At  our  last  meeting  we  took  in  a 
couple  of  old-timers.  It  took  three 
lightweights  to  put  Bro.  Tyler  over  the 
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bardies.  We  are  after  the  Chicago 
Heights  boys;  have  already  got  two  for 
next  meeting,  and  from  present  indi- 
cations we  will  land  90  per  cent  of  the 
men  switching  after  our  president  Bro. 
Hawley  finishes  this  fall,  and  nothing 
bat  victory  confronts  him.  We  need 
the  money,  give  him  the  ammunition 
and  he  surely  will  bring  home  the 
game. 

Switchmen  are  scarce,  and  it  is  no 
wonder  the  way  they  have  been  slaugh- 
tered. It  surely  is  worth  more  than 
32c  per  hour  for  the  risk  they  take. 
Try  to  get  insured  in  some  of  the  in- 
surance companies  and  see  how  much 
more  a  poor  switchman  has  to  pay  than 
any  other  class. 

Brothers,  Lodge  No.  29  will  give 
their  ninth  annual  ball  in  Saenger 
Hall  on  inanksgiTing  night,  Nov.  28th. 
All  vlslUng  brothers  wUl  be  favored 
by  our  duet,  Bros.  Anderson  and 
White,  in  a  beautiful  ballad,  entitled 
"Oh  We  WUl  Kill  Tom  Moran."  Any 
brother  wishing  the  words  and  music 
of  this  song  can  have  it  in  any  lan- 
guage by  coming  to  one  of  our  meet- 
ings which  we  hold  in  K.  of  P.  Hall. 

We  wish  to  thank  general  yardmas- 
ter  H.  P.  Justin  of  the  C,  R.  I.  *  P.. 
also  J.  Neff  of  the  C.  T.  T.,  who  worked  • 
all  the  engines  short-handed  in  order 
that  the  brothers  could  get  off  to  at- 
tend Bro.  Ingraham's  funeral. 

Hoping  it  will  be  a  long  time  before 
we  are  called  again  on  such  a  sad  occar 
sion,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Agent. 


New  York  Oty. 

EiDrroR  SwiTCHM«N*s  Joubnal: 

As  you  have  not  received  any  com- 
munication from  me  for  some  time.  I 
will  wake  up  once  more  and  tell  all 
the  brothers  out  of  town  that  Harlem 
River  Liodge  No.  56  is  still  on  the  map, 
and  doing  business  better  than  ever 
before.  We  had  five  applications  to 
work  on  at  our  first  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber, and,  by  the  way  they  are  coming, 
our  second  meeting  will  reach  five 
more. 

Our  International  Third  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Bro.  fiarshbarger,  held  an  open 
meeting  on  September  23d,  which  I 
must  say  took  very  well,  as  the  no- 
bills  have  come  to  think  that  the  S.  U. 


of  N.  A.  is  the  only  thing  for  yardmen. 
There  were  a  good  many  stingers  at 
the  open  meeting,  and  after  it  was 
over  they  had  a  talk  with  Bro.  Harsh- 
barger,  and  told  him  that  he  was  talk- 
ing Just  right,  but  they  could  not  drop 
the  stingers,  as  their  dues  were  only 
16.55  last  month,  and  they  were  going 
to  stay  in  so  they  could  get  their 
money's  worth.  If  we  could  only  get 
Bro.  Hawley  down  here  to  hold  an 
open  meeting,  we  all  think  that  we 
could  turn  some  of  these  stingers  into 
snakes.  As  Bro.  Hawley  has  lots  of 
business  around  Chicago  now  there  is 
no  chance  of  us  seeing  him  for  some 
time. 

Bro.  Dowling  received  somewhat  of 
a  bad  fall  over  a  switch-stand,  which 
had  no  light  on,  and  he  has  been  laid 
up  for  some  time,  but  is  out  around 
now  looking  at  the  sights  on  Willis 
avenue. 

Bro.  Ryalls  is  enjoying  good  health 
in  Paducah,  Ky.,  so  he  states  in  his 
letter  to  the  lodge. 

Any  brother  wishing  to  try  the 
eight-hour  day,  for  |2.50  per,  and  who 
has  a  service  letter  with  him,  can  land 
a  Job.  as  business  is  good  at  present. 

I  wish  to  state  our  worthy  yardmas- 
ter,  Bro.  McLaughlin,  was  married  on 
September  25th.  All  brothers  of  No, 
56  wish  him  a  happy  life  in  his  new 
world. 

As  I  have  held  the  main  line  long 
enough,  I  will  side-track  and  let  ob- 
server pass.  Schultz  has  gone  to 
dreamland. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  8.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  I  re- 
main.      Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bbonx  Kid. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

BnrroB  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 
,  Has  the  price  of  living  increased  in 
Canada?  If  not  we  had  better  get 
across  the  border  before  winter  sets  in. 
I  firmly  believe  that  the  best  remedy 
for  all  this  is  government  control  of 
all  food  products,  and  the  only  possible 
chance  a  workingman  has  of  having 
such  a  law  enacted  is  by  voting.  Broth- 
ers, be  careful  how  you  vote  next  time. 
On  the  20th  of  last  month  we  had 
Bro.  J.  B.  Conners,  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent, with  us.  We  are  always  glad  to 
have  Bro.   Conners  in   our  lodge,   as 
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he  makes  things  lively.  We  had  a  very 
large  attendance.  We  also  had  two 
visiting  brothers  from  Lodge  No.  113, 
and  a  speaker  from  the  Central  Trades 
and  Labor  Council.  Now,  brothers, 
what  we  want  you  to  do  is  to  come  to 
lodge  meeting  oftener  and  get  a  few 
applications.  We  want  to  sweep  up 
the  yards  and  keep  them  clean. 

Some  people  think  the  switchmen 
are  never  satisfied.  People  that  think 
that  way  never  stop  to  study  the  situa- 
tion. I  have  been  studying  human 
nature  for  years  and  find  that  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  workingmen  in  this  coun- 
try, after  seeing  a  switchman  at  work 
in  a  yard  where  two  or  more  engines 
are  worked,  would  not  do  the  same 
work  for  double  the  money.  I  over- 
heard a  remark  of  a  prominent  rail- 
road official  one  day  at  the  Grand  Cen- 
tral depot  in  this  city  where  five  yard 
engines  were  working  In  sight  at  one 
time.  "Just  look  at  that,"  he  said,  "it 
reminds  one  of  a  picture  of  Dante's 
inferno."  That  man  evidently  never 
stood  upon  the  P.  J.  trestle  at  Thirty- 
third  and  Liberty  Streets,  Pittsburg, 
at  night  and  looked  down  below  him. 

Now,  brothers  of  No.  26.  get  together 
on  the  question  of  an  auxiliary.  We 
need  an  auxiliary  to  No.  26  and  are 
going  to  organize  one  if  we  can  with 
over  two  hundred  members,  and  twen- 
ty-five more  in  sight.  We  surely  ought 
to  have  an  auxiliary. 

No.  26  has  a  new  Joubnal  agent. 
Thomas  Murphy  of  Ludlow,  Ky.  He  is 
a  good  boy  and  will  see  that  you  get 
your  JouBNAL  regularly. 

Any  brotner  out  of  employment  com- 
ing this  way  will  be  treated  courteous- 
ly and  put  to  work  if  possible. 

I  guess  I  had  beter  make  a  cut  right 
here,  so,  wishing  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
the  best  success  possible,  I  remain. 
Tours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Royal  Blue. 


Dayton,  O. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  thought  I  would  drop  you  a  few 
lines  to  let  you  know  that  Mad  River 
Lodge  No.  188  is  still  among  the  living, 
and  at  this  time  is  prospering.  We 
have  our  old  goat  in  good  working 
order. 

We  had  International  Second  Vice- 
President  James  B.  Connors  here  for 


a  few  days,  and  he  woke  up  some  of 
those  boys  who  thought  they  had  to 
live  under  a  bulletin  and  call  it  a 
schedule.  He  explained  it  to  them  dif- 
ferently at  the  open  meeting  which 
was  held  at  Trades  and  Labor  Hall. 
They  must  have  liked  it,  the  way  they 
are  coming  to  us. 

Keep  the  good  work  up,  brothers; 
don't  be  ashamed  to  explain  to  them 
the  benefit  of  our  order.  Keep  your 
eye  on  No.  188. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.   J.  O'CONNOB. 


Waukegan,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  write  a  few  lines  to  let  the  sisters 
and  brothers  know  that  Little  Fort 
No.  64  is  still  on  the  map,  and  doing 
business  right  along.  We  have  been 
a  little  backward  in  writing  to  the 
Joubnal,  but  I  hope  from  now  on  that 
you  will  see  something  in  the  Joubnal 
every  month.  There  are  a  lot  of  good 
writers  here,  but  they  don't  get  started. 
I  was  at  Joliet,  111.,  last  Labor  Day, 
and  the  boys  made  quite  a  turnout 
Joliet  is  there  with  the  S.  XT.  button. 
We  of  No.  64  are  getting  a  few  new 
members  right  along.  It  is  fine  to 
pass  a  few  hours  looking  over  our 
Joubnal  to  see  how  our  sisters  and 
brothers  are  getting  along. 

Hoping  to  see  more  news  from  our 
sisters  and  brothers,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bone. 


Spokane,  Wash. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

I  will  again  endeavor  to  contribute 
to  the  columns  of  the  Joubnal  in  be- 
half of  Spokane  Lodge  No.  137.  We 
lost  our  charter,  together  with  many 
valuable  things  belonging  to  the  lodge, 
in  a  fire  which  almost  completely  de- 
stroyed the  five-story  Fraternal  build- 
ing. The  treasurer's  books  were 
saved,  thanks  to  Bro.  Caldwell,  who 
keeps  the  books  at  home. 

We  took  in  twelve  members  in  one 
month,  all  from  the  N.  P.  yard.  Seven 
of  these  rode  the  goat  wifh  the  assist- 
ance of  Bro.  Bert,  our  International 
Fourth  Vice-President,  who  spoke  on 
an  interesting  subject  to  the  applause 
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of  many  brothers  who  filled  the  lodge- 
room. 

We  would  like  to  hear  from  Lodge 
No.  204,  and  keep  us  in  touch  with 
Bro.  C.  H.  Smith,  and  see  that  he 
"hits  the  ball"  and  nothing  else.  Re- 
gards to  "Sunny  Jim"  and  all  the  St. 
Paul  brothers. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

C.  J.  Btbnc 

Spokane  Lodge  No.  137. 


Beloit,  Kan. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Just  a  few  thoughts.  Of  late  we 
note  the  complaints  of  Andrew  Car- 
negie, who  objects  to  being  imposed 
upon  because  he  is  rich.  We  always 
knew  that  the  old  bat  of  Skibo  Castle 
had  his  nerve  with  him,  but  we  never 
expected  that  he  had  the  gall  to  com- 
plain of  imposition  or  oppressions,  for 
he  is  surely  the  king  of  oppressors.  He 
has  tried  to  cover  up  his  dirt  with  pub- 
lic libraries,  but  has  failed.  and«  like 
all  thieves,  whines  when  taken  with 
the  goods  upon  them. 

The  Homestead  massacre  will  do 
more  towards  perpetuating  the  name 
of  the  Laird  of  Skibo  than  all  the  li- 
braries he  can  ever  build. 

Andrew  better  hike  himself  back  to 
the  hillsides  of  Scotland  where  his  an- 
cestors tended  their  sheep.  Carnegie 
always  was  bad,  but  this  does  not  ex- 
plain why  our  members  are  so  slow 
about  writing  for  the  Joubnal.  Here 
we  are  an  international  institution 
with  over  two  hundred  lodges,  and 
twenty  odd  thousand  members,  and 
the  September  number  of  the  Joubnal 
came  out  with  eighteen  short  letters 
published  under  the  heading  of  "Cor- 
respondence." In  my  humble  opinion 
this  is  a  mighty  poor  showing  for 
switchmen  to  make. 

Better  wake  up,  brothers,  and  send 
in  a  few  extra  packages.  Keep  the 
pink  book  filled  up  with  letters  of  in- 
terest; let  us  unfortunates  who  are 
away  from  our  home  lodges  see  some- 
thing from  home  once  in  a  while. 

W.  L.  Dick  is  down  in  Port  Worth 
kicking  like  a  bay  steer  with  the  belly 
ache  because  none  of  the  members  of 
No.  49  write  for  the  Joubnal.  That's 
right  Dick,  give  them  Helena,  Mont 

We  wish  pretty  H.  C.  Pague,  who  is 


now  camping  in  the  vicinity  of  No.  8, 
would  get  a  move  on  and  send  us  a 
few  subscribers  for  the  Iron  Trail. 
Winter  is  coming  on,  and  the  Iran 
Trail  magazine  will  be  nice  to  read 
beside  the  heater  or  boilerhead.  The 
commission  on  a  few  hundred  sub- 
scribers for  the  Iron  Trail  will  assist 
us  to  get  our  potatoes  for  the  winter. 
I  have  already  got  subscribers  enough 
to  get  the  salt,  so  now  we  y^ant  the 
spuds.  We  don't  want  much,  so  let's 
have  your  name  and.  number  while 
you  think  about  it. 

We  see  by  the  Joubnal  that  some 
very  few  members  complain  about  the 
convention  assessment.  Well,  all  or- 
ganizations are  bothered  more  or  less 
by  Just  such  critics.  As  B.  V.  Debs 
used  to  say,  they  can  and  they  can't, 
they  will  and  they  won't,  they  damn 
you  if  you  do  and  they  damn  you  if 
you  don't  They  kick  about  conven- 
tion assessments,  take  all  the  money 
the  union  gets  them  in  wages,  then 
whine  about  fifteen  pennies.  They  sel- 
dom go  to  meeting,  unless  they  want 
to  be  carried  or  have  a  sick  claim; 
they  find  fault  with  grand  and  local 
officers,  pay  their  bar  bill  regularly 
without  complaint,  talk  the  eight-hour 
system  over  day  after  day,  then  raise 
hell  in  general  if  they  don't  get  in 
thirteen  hours.  One  thing  in  favor  of 
the  S.  U.:  we  have  but  very  few  mem- 
bers as  above  described,  and  the 
sooner  we  feed  them  to  the  sharks  the 
better  for  all  concerned. 

By  the  way,  I  will  appreciate  It  very 
much  if  some  of  the  Eastern  brothers 
will  let  us  know  when  the  Standard 
Oil  pays  that  fine  we  hear  so  much 
about.  The  American  people  must  feel 
about  like  a  skunk  hide  tacked  on  a 
bam  door.  Oh,  no.  we  are  not  getting 
our  hide  tanned,  lt*3  the  other  fellow. 
But — yes.  but.  Just  let  Teddy  alone, 
he  will  fix  them  with  his  little  stick. 
Us  poor  folks  can  go  to  sleep,  for 
Teddy  the  fixer  will  fix  them,  and 
Taft  the  great  postponer  will  postpone 
them.  Landis,  the  bluffer,  will  fine 
them,  and  Grosscup,  the  mifi:hty  crea- 
tor of  injunctions,  will  save  them  from 
the  clutches  of  the  worm.  Thus  we 
see  the  end  of  the  great  panorama. 
Some  day  the  great  American  people 
will  wake  up,  and  then  go  to  sleep 
again. 

But  what  difference  does  It  make  to 
the  great  American  people  what  the 
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Standard  Oil  Company  does?  Five 
more  States,  mostly  Indians  and 
negroes,  have  gone  Democratic — ^Haley- 
ville,  South  McAlester,  Shawnee,  Okla- 
homa City,  and  Chickasha.  The  show 
now  being  enacted  at  Harrlsburg;  Pa., 
reminds  us  of  the  old,  old  rhyme. 

Did  you  ever  hear  the  story  of  the 
great  William  Penn,  who  took  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  wild 
red  Injun  man,  and  turned  it  over, 
lock,  stock  and  barrel,  to  the  paleface 
Republican  thieves?  But  the  good  Mr. 
Pennypacker  T^as  not  in  on  the  deal, 
so  we  are  told.  One  thing  sure,  Penn- 
sylvania has  a  few  of  the  undesirable 
citizens,  and  they  do  not  belong  to  a 
labor  union.  * 

To  help  matters  along,  Tom  Lawson 
has  treed  the  wise  old  skunk  of  Massa- 
chusetts, M.  H.  Whitney.  There  was 
never  but  one  man  who  could  hold  a 
candle  to  Whitney  when  it  came  to 
bamboozling  the  people,  and  he  is  dead. 

If  the  workingman  will  only  wake 
up  about  now  and  view  the  situation 
from  the  standpoint  of  a  toiler,  he 
may  be  able  to  decide  that  the  citizens 
'80  very  undesirable  do  not  earn  bread 
in  the  sweat  of  the  face  nor  belong  to 
labor  organizations.  But  the  fact  re- 
mains that  our  hide,  like  the  hide  of 
the  skunk,  is  tacked  upon  the  bam 
door  to  dry,  and  the  process  of  tan- 
ning will  soon  begin  unless  we  arouse 
ourselves.  Therefore,  let  us  prepare 
to  cut  a  little  ice  about  November, 
1908.  Get  busy  and  get  a  line  on  the 
undesirable  chaps,  and  when  the  time 
comes  we  will  do  a  little  fixing.  One 
of  the  best  ways  of  keeping  in  touch 
with  times  and  conditions  is  to  send 
me  your  subscription,  along  with  one 
dollar,  and  I  will  have  the  Iron  Trail, 
the  best  magazine  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, sent  to  your  address  for  one 
year.  It  will  show  you  when,  how 
and  where  the  laboring  people,  par- 
ticularly the  railroad  employes,  are 
being  hornswaggled.  Now,  this  hom- 
swaggling  game  is  well  worth  under- 
standing, so  get  the  Iron  Trail  from 
me  and  wise  yourself  up.  But  do  not 
keep  a  good  thing  all  to  yourself;  tell 
your  neighbor  about  it,  and  he  will  in 
all  probability  subscribe,  and  also  be- 
come wise.  Tou  know  there  is  nothing 
like  a  very  small  "Bud-wise-er"  about 
twice  a  year,  but  it  is  not  to  be  had 
in  Kansas,  so  we  are  told. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  in  conclusion  I  will 
advise    my    many    interested    friends 


that  I  and  my  artificial  limb  are  get- 
ting very  much  attached  to  one  an- 
other and  work  quite  well  together, 
and  if  -any  unfortunate  brother  wants 
a  little  advice  or  information  on  the 
artificial  limb  question  let  him  write 
me,  and  I  will  take  .great  pleasure  in 
putting  him  on  the  right  track. 

I  remain,  with  best  wishes  for  the 
success  of  the  Switchmen's  Union«  its 
officers,  members  and  their  families, 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  C.  Wamh. 

1016  East  Main  street,  Beloit,  Kans. 


West  Seneca,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Our  charter  is  again  draped  in 
mourning,  being  the  fifth  time  in  two 
years.  It  is  with  great  sorrow  I  an- 
nounce the  death  of  our  late  brother, 
John  Hastings,  who  met  with  a  fatal 
accident  while  at  work  at  the  blast 
furnace  on  the  16th  day  of  September. 
No.  221  has  lost  a  good  and  faithful 
member,  one  who  was  thought  well  of 
by  brothers  and  everyone,  as  was 
shown  by  the  floral  offerings  and  at- 
tendance at  the  last  sad  rites  on 
September  19th.  The  sudden  removal 
of  a  bright  life,  just  beginning  to  feel 
the  responsibilities  of  life,  from  his 
beloved  home,  leaves  a  vacant  place 
in  the  hearts  of  mother  and  two  sisters 
in  Scranton,  Pa. 

Bros.  Coggins,  Frynn,  Reedy,  Doffey, 
O'Brien,  Judge,  Tighe,  and  Messrs.  T. 
Delaney,  J.  Hailey,  T.  Daily.  M.  Curry, 
J.  Kennedy,  J.  Connery.  J.  LAnigan, 
and  J.  Barrett  accompanied  the  re- 
mains to  Scranton,  Pa.,  for  burial. 

The  brothers  of  Lackawanna  Iiodge 
No.  221  are  having  hard  luck.  We 
have  still  two  brothers  in  the  hos- 
pital, Bro.  Slattery  and  Bro.  Coffee, 
but  they  are  getting  along  nicely. 

We  are  taking  in  a  few  members 
every  month,  and  expect  to  have  some 
of  the  old  soreheads  before  the  28th. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  had  such  a 
crowd  that  all  the  chairs  were  filled. 
Thursday  night  must  not  be  a  very 
busy  night;  some  of  the  brothers  must 
have  lost  their  jobs  with  their  lady 
friends.  Don't  worry,  you  will  get 
back.  Keep  the  good  work  up  and  tend 
to  the  meetings,  second    and    fourth 
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Friday  of  every  montli«  and  see  what 
is  going  on. 

Well,  I  win  side-track  now  and  give 
the  12-8pot  the  right  of  way. 

Wishing   success   to  all   L.  A.  and 
8.  U.  of  N.  A.  members,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.  TioHS. 


Beioit,  Kan. 

Editor  Switohmen*s  Journal: 

Reforms  of  all  kinds  are  being  advo- 
cated. Why  not  start  an  agitation  for 
free  artificial  limbs  for  railroad  em- 
ployes who  have  suffered  loss  of  arms 
or  legs  while  in  railway  service?  Now 
do  not  condemn  this  proposition  until 
we  reason  for  a  moment  Let  us  re- 
member that  men  accepting  positions 
In  the  transportation  department  of 
railroads  must  be  absolutely  sound, 
physically  perfect.  There  are  no  '*if8'' 
nor  "ands"  about  it  To  enter  the  vast 
army  of  railroadmen  you  must  be 
physically  sound  as  a  dollar.  Tou  may 
depend  upon  it  that  conditions  will  be 
altogether  different  when  you  are  dis- 
cuarged  from  the  railroad  army.  If 
you  stay  long  your  strength  will  be 
sapped  from  you,  your  general  health 
impaired,  a  leg  or  hand  gone,  and  it 
may  have  been  so  ordained  that  your 
life  shall  be  taken  from  you  and  placed 
upon  the  altar  of  Mammon.  It  must 
be  remembered  in  this  connection  that 
railroad  companies  know  no  law  but 
ttie  law  of  money.  They  are  so  favored 
and  fortified  that  the  very  best  is  de- 
manded; thus  they  have  established  a 
system  of  physical  examination  which 
all  employes  must  undergo  in  order  to 
obtain  the  much-coveted  position.  Tou 
may  be  sure  that  the  applicant  is  the 
pink  of  youth,  the  fiower  of  manhood, 
vigorous  and  strong  in  every  limb;  in 
tact  he  is  a  fit  subject  to  be  placed 
upon  the  altar  of  commerce  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  his  country's  needs. 

Soldiers  as  a  rule  are  heroes,  but 
railroadmen  without  exception  are 
heroes.  Soldiers  crippled  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty  are  pensioned, 
likewise  provided  with  artificial  limbs 
by  the  government 

Now  the  ];K>sition  of  a  man  in  the 
transportation  department  of  a  rail- 
road is  about  thirty  times  as  danger- 
ous as  that  of  a  soldier,  and  the  duties 
he  performs  are  as  essential  to  the  wel- 


fare of  the  government  as  a  whole  as 
that  of  a  soldier;  in  fact  the  railroad 
man,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  of 
greater  im];K>rtance  to  his  country.  The 
commerce  of  our  country  is  of  such 
vast  importance  that  it  can  not  pos- 
sibly be  neglected  for  one  minute,  let 
alone  one  hour,  without  working  an 
incalculable  hardship  upon  the  people, 
as  a  whole. 

The  soldier  can  be  dispensed  with, 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  he 
suould  be  dispensed  with.  But  it  is 
different  with  the  railroad  man  who 
is  the  true  soldier  of  the  rail.  He  is 
an  inseparable  fixture  in  our  vast  sys- 
tem of  commerce.  To  do  without 
hardy,  death-defying  railroad  men  is 
to  do  without' the  railroads,  and  to  be 
wlLuout  railroads  would  be  a  step  back- 
ward a  nundred  years. 

Now  who  possesses  the  mind  sufilci- 
ently  vivid  as  to  imagine  our  plight 
were  we  suddenly  set  back  a  hundred 
years?  If  the  well-intending  public 
could  be  made  to  see  to  what  extent 
they  are  indebted  to  the  soldier  of  the 
rail,  then  they  might  try  to  imagine 
the  importance  of  the  railroad  employe 
and  stretch  a  hand  to  assist  in  the 
betterment  of  the  conditions  of  men 
who  operate  the  two  hundred  thous- 
and miles  of  railroads.  The  public 
must  remember  that  there  is  no 
sturdier  son  of  toil  on  earth  than  the 
railroad  man.  He  faces  the  bitter 
blasts  of  winter  and  endures  the 
scorching  rays  oi  summer  suns,  and 
In  rain,  sleet,  hail  and  snow  we  find 
him  doing  his  duty  to  company  and 
country,  daring  the  many  death-traps 
as  they  exist  over  head  and  under  foot. 
Death,  for  the  railroad  man,  lurks  on 
every  hand  at  each  comer  and  turn  in 
the  road  until  he  has  at  last  gone  be- 
yond and  around  the  last  curve  of  life. 
He  goes  out  in  the  morning  only  to 
come  home  a  bleeding,  lifeless  and 
mangled  mass,  all  in  order  to  win  his 
daily  bread  and  keep  the  wheels  of  our 
vast  system  of  commerce  moving. 
Railroaus  are  piling  up  wealth  day  by 
day,  and  the  maimed  and  dead  rail- 
road employes  are  multiplying  day  by 
day  with  no  provisions  being  made  for 
the  unfortunate  by  the  railroad  com- 
pany or  public  that  has  been  faithfully 
served,  possibly  for  years  at  a  salary 
that  affords  a  mere  existence  only. 
When  a  soldier  has  forfeited  a  limb 
in  the  interest  of  his  country  he  is  pro- 
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vided  wiin  not  only  an  artificial  limb, 
but  is  also  provided  with  a  suitable 
home.  But  when  an  employe  of  the 
government's  favored  and  petted  child, 
the  railroad  company,  has  sacrificed  a 
limb  upon  the  altar  of  commerce  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty  to  some 
railroad  company,  he  Is  cast  adrift  to 
beg,  starve  or  eke  out  a  miserable  ex- 
istance  as  best  he  can.  It  is  not  the 
concern  of  the  company,  they  will  tell 
you  that  our  ("our,"  mind  you), 
employes  are  well  .paid  and  should  pro- 
vide for  the  pending  storm.  The  state- 
ment made  by  the  company  is  anything 
but  true,  it  is  not  even  true  in  part 

If  the  public  would  stop  and  inquire 
into  the  conditions  of  {he  most  trust- 
worthy and  capable  workmen  on  earth 
inquire  into  the  dangers,  haroships  and 
privations  of  America's  sturdiest  sons, 
there  is  but  little  doubt  but  that  a  halt 
would  be  called.  To  think  that  the 
men  In  whose  hands  are  entrusted  the 
lives  of  the  traveling  public,  the  mail, 
express  and  freight,  are  receiving  less 
wages  than  an  ordinary  negro 
hod-carrier  receives.  The  condition  is 
a  reflection  upon  our  system  of  rail- 
roads, if  not  our  system  of  govern- 
ment, and  as  a  result  of  the  system 
we  find  thousands  of  the  best  and  most 
reliable  railroad  employes  drifting 
into  other  pursuits,  much  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  general  public.  The  rail- 
roads are  resorting  to  all  manner  of 
means  to  secure  reliable  men.  The 
companies  will  do  anjrthing  but  spend 
money,  do  anything  but  the  right 
thing.  They  will  not  incur  expense  to 
themselves  except  in  an  Ih'direct  way. 
They  will  encourage  the  establishment 
of  what  they  call  a  railroad  school  and 
the  public  pays  the  expense  of  this 
school  in  blood.  Wreck  after  wreck  is 
the  fruit  of  this  system  of  railway 
high  finance,  or  J.  P.  Morgan  finance. 
Call  it  what  you  will,  it  is  the  fruit 
of  treating  improperly  the  highest 
class  and  lowest  paid  labor  of  which 
we  have  a  knowledge.  The  public 
sees  slaughter  day  after  day,  in  wreck 
after  wreck,  and  then  accepts  the  state- 
ment of  the  railroad  company  as  to  the 
cause.  Did  you  ever  know  of  a  mur- 
derer to  build  of  his  own  free  will  a 
machine  to  execute  himself?  Some 
will  say  yes.  Well,  that  is  suicide. 
But  railroads  never  commit  suicide  nor 
furnish  evidence  to  hang  themselves. 
Thus  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  the 


railroads  to  confess  their  faults  and 
shoulder  the  responsibility  of  the  vast 
murderous  system  they  have  created. 

The  public  or  government  inquires 
very  diligently  into  the  welfare  of  the 
manufacturer  and  merchant  who  de- 
pend upon  the  railroads  for  service, 
but  the  same  people  or  government  do 
not  consider  it  worth  while  to  inquire 
into  the  welfare  of  the  men  who  per- 
form the  most  hazardous  labor  known 
to  modern  civilization,  and  upon  whom 
our  entire  industrial  system  depends. 
We  hope  we  are  not  putting  it  one  iota 
too  strong  when  we  say  that  the  world 
in  its  entirety  depends  upon  the  rail- 
road men's  faithful  performance  of 
duty. 

Please  remember  the  relative  import- 
ance of  the  railway  man's  position, 
tne  risk  to  life  and  limb,  the  hardships 
wrought  to  man  by  working  long  hours, 
eating  and  resting  irregularly,  at  home 
but  half  the  time,  subject  to  all  kinds 
of  weather,  in  truth  a  victim  of  the 
elements,  who  must  know  no  differ- 
ence between  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
between  darkness  and  light,  between 
spring  showers  and  winter  snow.  No 
tongue  will  even  picture,  nor  pen  ever 
describe  the  anguish,  sorrow  and  tears 
of  the  crippled  heroes  of  the  rail.  It 
seems  the  public  does  not  care  to  know 
the  true  condition  of  the  railroad  em- 
ploye's position,  and  does  not  care  nor 
wish  to  know  what  his  ultimate  end 
will  be,  so  long  as  trains  are  moved, 
and  passengers,  mail  and  freight  come 
and  go. 

The  public  howls  about  late  trains 
and  delayed  freight,  but  never  a  word 
about  the  poor  cripple  who  has  lost  a 
hand  or  a  foot  in  his  haste  and  anxiety 
to  serve  this  selfsame,  selfish,^  howling 
public  that  has  notning  but  curses  and 
contempt  for  the  bravest  and  most  hon- 
orable citizen  in  the  land,  the  railroad 
man.  If  the  public  wishes  to  inquire 
it  will  find  that  the  foreign  railroad 
man  is  treated  like  a  prince  when  com- 
pared to  the  American  railroad  man. 
The  crippled  employe  of  the  European 
railroads  is  cared  for  and  provided 
with  employment,  homes  and  artificial 
limbs.  In  many  cases  they  are  pro- 
vided with  a  little  patch  of  land  upon 
which  a  few  potatoes  may  be  grown. 
The  American  railroads  that  have  been 
favored  to  the  extent  of  millions  of 
dollars,  also  millions  of  acres  of  our 
best  land,  should  be  made  to  provide 
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SQitable  employment,  artificial  limbs 
and  a  home,  if  necessary*  for  all  em- 
ployes crippled  while  in  their  employ. 
All  this  should  be  furnished  free  of 
cost  to  the  unfortunate. 

In  writing  this  brief  article  it  is 
hoped  that  the  attention  of  better 
writers  may  be  attracted  and  that  we 
may  obtain  the  opinions  of  the  readers 
of  the  Switchmen's  Joubnal,  that  we 
may  have  a  full  and  free  discussion  of 
the  subject 

The  S.  U.  is  the  most  progressive 
union  in  railroad  circles.  Thus  let  us 
be  up  and  at  '"em"  before  we  are  all 
dead  or  crippled.  Hoping  to  hear  from 
our  JouaNAL  writers  on  this  question, 
I  remain. 

Tours  in  •B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  C.  Walsh. 


Arkansas  City,  Kas. 

Bdiiob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

We,  the  members  of  Sweet  Cloyer 
Lodge  No.  104,  desire  to  express  our 
sympathy  for  our  brother  and  worthy 
president,  J.  C.  Cooper,  who  lost  part 
of  his  right  hand  while  performing  his 
duty.  This  lodge  and  our  general  yard- 
oiaster  have  suffered  by  his  absence, 
for  he  was  one  who  was  ever  faithful, 
true,  honorable  and  just  in  all  things, 
and  loved  by  all  who  know  him.  And 
while  we  feel  the  greatness  of  his  loss 
we  sincerely  sympathize  with  him  and 
his  family,  and  may  the  time  come 
when  the  Healer  of  all  sorrows  blots 
out  the  past  and  turns  the  future  into 
sweet  recollections.    C.  B.  Bebbt, 

R.  E.  Collins, 
Oommitiee, 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Bditob  SwrroHMBN's  Joxtbnal: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  anyone 
wrote  from  No.  80.  I  have  been  expect- 
ing our  Joxtbnal  agent  to  do  something 
in  this  line. 

Since  my  return  from  the  conyention 
I  cannot  help  thinking  of  the  strenu- 
ous times  we  had  while  in  session,  also 
the  ^oyable  times  while  off  ^uty.  De- 
troit's entertainment  committee  will 
long  be  remembered. 

The  ladies  were  so  well  pleased  oyer 
their  success  that  they  gaye  us  th^ 
finest  time  of  our  liyes  at  one  of  our 


meetings  in  June.  Well  I  guess  when 
it  comes  to  entertaining  and  feeding, 
tne  switchmen's  families  and  friends 
are  in  it  first,  last  and  all  the  time. 
Well,  one  brother  came  because  his 
wife  made  him  carry  the  basket  If 
he  did  not  haye  the  basket  he  would 
haye  it  to  say  that  he  has  not  attended 
a  meeting  since  he  was  initiated.  I 
guess  he  got  away  with  some  ice  cream 
from  all  reports.  I  am  sorry,  Johnnie, 
your  wife  doesn't  send  a  basket  every 
meeting. 

No.  80  has  elected  fiye  delegates  to 
represent  them  in  the  Trades  and  La- 
bor Council  here,  and  no  one  knows 
how  much  they  are  benefited  until  they 
get  in  there,  and  I  hope  that  every 
lodge  of  the  S.  U.,  when  they  are  able, 
will  send  delegates  to  their  local 
'iTades  Council.  One  of  the  switch- 
men's delegates  was  marshal  of  the 
fifth  diyision  in  Labor  Day  parade  and 
has  since  been  elected  vice-president  of 
uie  local  council.  I  must  say  I  was 
very  proud  of  our  turn  out,  also  our 
float,  and  the  best  of  all,  our  banner, 
which  Ladies'  Auxiliary  No.  12  pre- 
sented to  us  the  Saturday  before  La- 
bor Day.  You  should  Eave  heard  the 
praise  the  Auxiliary  got  They  were? 
out  twenty-four  strong  in  carriages, 
and  a  fine  new  banner  also.  As  some 
of  the  onlookers  said,  "When  the 
snakes  do  anything  they  certainly  do  it 
right"  Well,  they  don't  miss  it  much 
at  that 

I  will  have  to  get  into  clear,  as  I  am 
not  sure  the  editor  will  publish  this 
letter  and  I  will  kick  myself  if  I  have 
done  so  much  scribbling  for  nothing. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

SxTBB  Shot. 


Senator  Bailey,  of  Texas,  tells  of  one 
of  his  constituents,  the  father  of  a 
promising  son,  who  had  great  difli- 
culty  in  finding  a  Christian  name  for 
the  youngster.  "What's  the  trouble, 
anyway?"  Mr.  Bailey  asked,  with  con- 
siderable secret  amusement  "There 
are  a  good  many  to  choose  from."  "Yes, 
that's  true,"  the  father  said,  rumpling 
his  hair;  "but  we  wanted  to  hit  on  a 
particularly  good  name  for  him,  one 
that  is  pretty,  and  has  a  distinguished 
sound,  and  which  is  not  common,  as 
there  will  be  so  many  babies  named 
after  him  when  he  is  president"— J&»- 
chanffe. 
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Should  Women  in  the  Home  be 

Interested  in  Trades  Unions 

and  the  Union  Labels? 

Woman,  whether  employed  in  the 
mill  or  the  factory,  or  in  the  home 
looking  after  the  needs  of  the  family, 
plays  an  important  part  in  the  world's 
work  and  should  be  interested  in  all 
mat  concerns  it  If  she  works  at  an 
organized  trade,  and  does  not  become 
a  part  of  the  organisation/  she  is  not 
on&  standing  directly  in  her  own  light 
but  is  doing  a  great  injustice  to  her 
fellow-workers. 

The  woman  in  the  home  (possibly 
the  home  of  a  union  man)  who  spends 
money  earned  under  union  regulations 
for  goods  that  have  been  made  under 
the  most  unfavorable  conditions,  may 
not  be  directly  affecting  herself  or  her 
husband,  but  she  is  prolonging  the 
struggle  of  the  workers  for  better  con- 
ditions.   Look  for  the  union  label! 

Byery  time  we  make  a  purchase  we 
become  an  employer,  and  work  for  or 
against  our  own  interests.  It  is  incon- 
sistent for  the  wives  of  union  men  to 
be  the  employers  of  non-organized  la- 
bor. I  regret  to  say  that  in  this  mat- 
ter women  have  been  rather  indiffer- 
ent, notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
through  organization  the  natural  bread- 
winner of  the  family  has  been  able 
to  command  better  wages,  shorter 
hours  and  improved  conditions.  Bet- 
ter wages  means  more  home  comforts, 
snorter  hours  for  the  bread-winner 
mean  not  only  better  health  for  all,  but 
shorter  hours  for  the  housekeeper.  It 
was  this  apparent  indifference  on  the 
part  of  women  as  individuals  which 
snowed  the  need  of  the  formation  of 
the  Woman's  International  Union  La- 
bel League, — an  organiaztion  which  is 
filling  a  long  felt  want  Although  the 
underlying  principles  of  our  organiza- 
tion are  unselfish,  we  fully  realize  that 
everything  we  do  to  Improve  the  con- 
ditions of  the  natural  bread-winner  of 


the  family  is  indirectly  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  every  member  of  his  house- 
hold. 

The  objects  of  the  Woman's  Interna- 
tional Union  Label  League  are  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  wage-earners; 
to  discountenance  the  sweat-shop  sys- 
tem of  production  by  encouraging  the  ^ 
sale  of  union-made  goods;  to  gain  a 
universal  eight-hour  day;  to  abolish 
child  labor;  to  secure  equal  pay  for 
equal  work,  regaraiess  of  sez;  to  aid 
the  Sunday  and  early  closing  move- 
ment; to  urge  industrial  and  political 
equality  for  women. 

The  union  label  is  by  far  the  most 
effective  weapon  in  the  hands  of 
trades  unionists  today.  If  union  men 
and  their  families  would  buy  only  such 
goods  as  show  the  label,  the  result 
would  be  far  more  helpful  to  the  cause 
than  any  strike  could  ever  hope  to  be. 
According  to  statistics,  child  labor  has 
increased  33%  per  cent,  within  the  past 
ten  years.  This  fact  alone  should  in- 
spire women  to  a  determined  effort  to 
do  their  part  to  prevent  the  employ- 
ment of  children.  They  can  do  this  by 
persistently  demanding  the  union  la- 
bel. It  will  not  be  found  on  any  article 
made  wholly  or  in  part  by  a  child. 

To  organized  labor  I  believe  I  can 
safely  say:  There  is  nothing  you  can 
do  that  will  bring  about  better  results 
than  to  devote  time  and  effort  to  the 
organization  of  locals  of  the  Woman's 
International  Union  Label  League. 
Women  must  be  taught  the  value  of 
the  union  label,  and  that  is  wcnnen 
who  are  the  purchasing  power.  A 
united  effort  on  the  part  of  women  liv 
the  interest  of  the  union  label  would 
prove  the  greatest  possible  help  to  the 
organization  of  both  men  and  women. 

I  am  ever  ready  and  anxious,  upon 
request,  to  send  information  pertaining 
to  this  organization.  Address:  Annie 
Fitzgerald,  International  President  W. 
U.  L.  L.,  286  South  Roman  Avenue, 
Chicago,  111. 
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Seattle,  Wash. 

Editor  Switchhsn's  Jottbnal: 

As  it  has  been  some  time  since  Star 
Seattle  Lodge  No.  16  has  been  heard 
from  I  thought  I  would  drop  a  line 
and  let  the  sisters  and  brothers  know 
that  we  are  still  in  the  land  of  the  liv- 
ing and  taking  in  new  members  rii^t 
along. 

We  raiDed  a  pillow  Sept  2Sth  and 
made  150.00  on  the  ralfle.  That  is  not 
doing  yery  bad  for  a  small  order.  I 
wish  to  thank  the  brothers  who  so 
kindly  helped  us. 

Everything  is  looking  line  in  Seattle. 

Well,  I  guess  I  will  siSefrack  with 
best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  L. 
A„  I  remain  as  ever, 

Yours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

N.  E.  C. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joxtrnal: 

As  none  of  our  sisters  have  taken 
it  upon  themselves  to  drop  a  line  to 
the  litUe  pink  book,  I  will  take  the 
pleasure  myself  of  writing  again  to 
let  the  Eastern  sisters  know  that  we 
are  still  climbing.  We  are  a  new  lodge 
but  we  are  going  to  be  one  among 
many. 

The  ladies  gave  quite  a  surprise  to 
Sister  Daneke  a  short  time  ago,  each 
one  taking  a  little  bundle  along  and 
when  all  those  little  bundles  were 
spread  upon  a  table  it  certainly  looked 
good  enough  to  eat.  It  was  a  farewell 
surprise  to  Sister  Daneke,  as  she  is 
going  East  on  a  three  months'  visit 
We  hope  she  won't  get  stuck  on  the 
East  and  forget  to  come  back.  We  all 
wish  her  a  pleasant  visit. 

Sister  Bailey  gave  a  surprise  party 
to  her  husband.  It  was  his  birthday 
and  it  certainly  was  a  grand  affair. 
On  my,  wue  good  time  we  had  and  the 
good  things  we  had  to  eat  ancf  drink. 
We  hope  Bro.  Bailey  Will  spend  many 
more  such  birthdays. 

The  Poppy*  Club  will  meet  at  Sister 
Bailey's  Thursday  the  26th.  We  ex- 
pect a  nice  crowd,  for  we  know  how 
Sister  Bailey  can  entertain. 

Wishing  success  to  the  L.  A.  and 
also  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  I  will  close. 
Tours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Sister. 


The  Road  To  Vktoiy. 

Courage,  brother,  do  not  stumble. 
Though  thy  path  be  dark  as  night; 

There's  a  star  to  guide  the  noble, 
Stick  to  S.  U.  and  do  right. 

Though  the  road  be  long  and  dreary. 
And  the  end  be  out  of  sight, 

Foot  it  bravely,  strong  or  weary. 
Stick  to  S.  U.  and  do  right. 

Heed  not  masters,  or  their  hirelings. 
Heed  not  him  that  fears  the  right; 

Whether  losing,  whether  winning, 
Stick  to  S.  U.  and  do  right 

Shun  all  forms  of  guilty  passion, 
Enemies  can  look  like  angels  bright; 

Heed    no    trainmen's    (B.    of   R.    T.) 
fashion, 
Stick  to  S.  U.  and  do  right. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

Chubby. 


ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  this  is  my  first  letter!  hope  it 
will  be  given  space  in  the  Wnk  book 
in  order  to  let  the  sisters  know  that  we 
are  still  alive  and  that  we  expect  to 
add  three  new  members  to  our  roll  at 
the  next  meeting. 

As  we  have  no  hall  as  yet  in  which 
to  hold  our  meetings,  we  meet  at  the 
homes  of  members.  The  last  meeting 
was  held  at  my  home  and  I  wish  some 
of  the  switchmen's  wives  knew  what 
a  pleasure  it  is  to  be  a  member.  I 
think  that  every  good  switchman's 
wife  ought  to  be  a  member  of  our 
auxiliary  and  help  the  cause  of  union- 
ism along  by  purchasing  none  but 
union-made  goods.  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  was  very  much  disappointed  in  not 
seeing  many  sisters  at  the  last  two 
meetings,  still  we  all  had  a  nice  time 
and  we  also  had  our  picture  taken 
which  we  hope  will  be  printed  in  the 

J0UBI7AL. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  members  of 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  and  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

ROSB  POTTEB. 
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South  Oiicago,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Well,  it  is  about  time  we  let  the 
brothers  and  sisters  know  that  Calu- 
met Lodge  No.  16,  South  Chicago,  is 
still  doing  business  and  having  a  good 
time. 

We  have  four  candidates  for  our 
next  meeting  and  we  will  surely  see 
that  they'll  be  well  fed  as  well  as  initi- 
ated, for  we  always  have  something 
good  for  our  candidates. 

Now,  sisters  from  everywhere,  don't 
think  that  we  are  a  slow  bunch  here 
in  this  big  city,  but  it  is  just  like  this: 
We  have  a  Joxtbnal  agent  and  she  is 
the  wife  of  our  counselman,  and  now 
that  we  ao  not  need  a  counselman  any 
longer,  and  the  fact  that  she  is  now 
obliged  to  come  alone,  makes  her  feel 
a  little- downhearted.  Can  you  blame 
her? 

Of  course  we  all  have  the  same 
privilege  to  write,  and  with  the  mem- 
bership we  have  got  there  ought  to  be 
a  few  lines  every  month  in  the  little 
pink  book  from  Calumet  Lodge  No.  15. 
So  wake  up,  sisters!  We  ought  to  be 
proud  of  our  order  now  that  we  are 
recognized  and  all  on  the  same  track 
we  do  not  need  to  wonder  if  we  are 
on  tie  right  side  any  more,  for  we 
know  we  are,  so  come  In  line  sisters 
and  help  us  along. 

The  brothers  of  No.  17  are  going 
to  give  their  dance  Nov.  16th,  and  then 
you  will  see  what  the  ladies  of  the 
auxiliary  can  do.  We  are  going  to 
serve  supper — ^and  all  home-made  at 
that — "just  like  mother  used  to  make." 
But  don't  believe  me;  come  and  find 
out  for  yourselves. 

Now,  a  few  words  to  the  brothers 
of  all  Chicago*  lodges:  Why  not  get 
an  auxiliary  to  your  lodges?  There 
are  so  many  S.  U.  lodges  in  Chicago 
and  No.  17  is  the  only  lodge  that  has 
an  auxiliary  attached  to  it  Hurrah 
for  No.  17,  boys!  I  know  a  few  ladies 
whose  husbands  belong  to  No.  199  and 
who  were  talking  about  an  auxiliary 
before  the  convention.  Now,  ladies,  is 
your  time  to  start  You  know  with 
five  members  you  can  organize  a  lodge* 
so  why  not  do  It? 

Well,  Bro.  Editor,  I  guess  you  will 
think  I  am  an  awful  talker,  but  it  is  so 
long  since  I  wrote  anything  for  the 
pink  book  that  I  will  have  to  make  up 


for   lost   time.     So,   wishing  all    the 
brothers  and  sisters  success,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

liiBS.  Anna  Olson. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editob  Switchicen's  Joxtbnal: 

On  the  evening  of  Oct  17th  an  un- 
usually large  attendance  was  present 
and,  needless  to  say,  we  had  a  lively 
session.  After  we  had  initiated  three 
ladies  into  the  mysteries  of  our  order 
and  the  business  of  the  evening  was 
concluded,  all  repaired  to  the  ban- 
quet hall,  where  an  elegant  supper  was 
served,  consisting  of  home-made  bread, 
rolls,  slaw,  potatoe  salad,  pickles, 
•olives,  cake,  fruit  and  coffee.  Sister 
Mary  Deveney  and  her  daughter  of 
White  Carnation  Lodge  No.  11  were  our 
guests  for  the  evening. 

We  have  a  membership  of  forty,  all 
good  industrious  workers,  ever  look- 
ii  g  out  for  the  good  of  the  order.  Our 
prospects  for  the  future  are  very 
bright,  as  we  have  a  large  field  to 
work  in.  We  received  our  new  ritual, 
constitutions  and  by-laws  some  time 
ago.  and  we  are  very  much  pleased 
with  them. 

Calumet  Lodge  No.  15  meets  first 
Thursday  at  2  p.  m.,  and  third  Thurs- 
day at  8  p.  m.,  at  Calumet  Theater 
Hall,  South  Chicago.  We  will  be 
pleased  to  welcome  visitors  at  any 
time. 

Well  as  this  is  my  first  attempt  I 
will  close.  Wishing  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
and  L.  A.  success,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

Aliob. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editob  SwrrcHiacN's  Joubnal: 

Seeing  no  communication  from 
Poppy  IjOdge  No.  25  in  last  month's 
Joxtbnal,  and  being  a  member  who  is 
interested  in  our  auxiliary,  I  will  try 
and  write  a  few  lines  for  the  good  of 
our  order. 

We  are  still  on  the  boom,  and  I 
think  we  will  still  continue  so. 

Sister  Bailey  gave  quite  a  surprise 
party  on  her  husband's  birthday.  It 
was  certainly  a  grand  affair,  and  that 
wasn't  the  best  of  it,  the  good  things 
we  had  to  eat  and  drink  were  devoured 
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with  avidity  and  enjoyment  We  all 
stayed  until  a  late  hour,  retomlng 
home  wishing  Bro.  Bailey  many  more 
raeh  birthdays. 

Sister  Hamilton's  little  son  has  been 
quite  sick,  but  we  are  glad  to  say  he 
is  mncli  improred. 

Sister  Wheeler  is  on  the. sick  list 
again.  We  will  certainly  be  glad  to 
see  her  out  again  as  she  has  had  quite 
a  time  of  it 

The  Poppy  Club  will  be  entertained 
at  Sister  Hamilton's  the  last  Thursday 
in  this  month. 

Bach  member  is  requested  to  be  pres- 
ent on  the  21st  of  Noyember;  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  is  to  giye  a  box  so- 
cial and  entertainment  for  the  benefit 
of  the  order.  We  are  expecting  a  good 
thne,  and  want  all  the  brothers  to 
bring  their  wives  and  families  and 
show  them  what  a  good  time  we  can 
have. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  S.  XT.  of 
N.  A.  and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  I  wiU 
dose.       Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  SwrroHMAN's  Wife. 


Indianapolis,  ind. 

BuiTUB  SWTTCBMKS*B  JoUBNAL: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  any- 
thing has  been  said  about  Capitol  City 
Lodge  Na  1,  and  I  want  to  let  all  of 
you  know  that  we  are  still  alive»  and 
working  hard  for  more  members,  and 
have  three  candidates  for  next  meet- 
ing We  are  having  a  hard  struggle 
to  get  new  members.  Some  of  the 
brothers  think  their  wives  can't  spare 
two  afternoons  a  month  away  from 
their  home  duties,  but  you  can  always 
Ihid  them  at  other  amusements.  I 
don't  think  very  many  of  the  switchr 
men  here  realize  that  we  are  here  to 
be  a  benefit  to  them,  or  they  would 
help  us  (by  talking  to  their  wives)  to 
build  up  this  noble  order.  This  sum- 
mer we  held  our  meetings  in  the  hall 
next  to  the  switchmen,  and  we  gave  a 
raffle  once  a  month  and  that  paid  our 
hall  rent  but  as  usual  a  few  of  the 
men  objected,  saying  if  we  were  al- 
ways going  to  come  in  there  and  beg 
they  wouldn't  come  to  lodge.  So.  of 
eotirae,  we  had  to  give  up  the  hall. 
Now  we  hold  our  meetings  at  the 
home  of  our  secretary,  Mrs.  Christie, 
907  East  Washington  street  the  first 
and  third  Wednesday  aftemoms.   Any 


time  an  outpof-town  sister  happens  to 
be  in  the  city  we  would  be  glad  to 
welcome  her  to  our  little  circle. 

I  think  our  new  rituals  are  nice,  and 
I  like  them  better  than  the  old  ones. 
And  the  sign  of  communication  with 
the  brothers  is  something  we  have  all 
been  looking  forward  to.  I  think  it 
will  be  a  benefit  in  many  ways.  We 
have  only  one  sick  sister,  and  she  is 
Sister  Payne.  She  has  been  very  sick, 
but  is  slowly  improving.  We  were  all 
delighted  to  see  the  roster  in  this 
month's  Jouenal.  This  is  my  first 
letter,  and  if  it  don't  find  its  way  into 
the  waste  basket  I  will  write  again.   ' 

I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to  the 
L.  A.  and  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  Bva.  ' 

P.  S.— I  am  trusting  this  letter  to 
my  husband  to  mail  so  it  may  be  in 
November  Joubnal. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

BAiNinBAPOLis,  Bfinn.,  Oct  13,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Golden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  8,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God,  through.  His  messenger  Death,  to 
remove  from  our  midst  Bro.  Charles 
Dolge  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  in  justice  to  his  name  we  can 
truthfuuy  say  that  his  virtues  were 
many  and  his  faults  few,  and  those 
with  whom  he  associated  will  remem- 
ber his  kind  and  pleasant  manner, 
will  think  of  him  and  cherish  his 
name;  therefore  be  it 

Resdved,  That  we  extend  to  his  be- 
reaved parents,  brothers  and  sisters 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  their 
hour  of  affliction.  May  the  good  Mas- 
ter comfort  the  hearts  of  the  bereaved 
family  and  may  Time,  the  healer  of 
all  sorrows,  in  its  fiight  comfort  their 
grief  and  turn  into  sweet  recollection 
the  memory  of  the  departed  one;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  the  family  and  one  to 
the   JoxTBNAL  for   publication,   and   a 
copy  be  spread  upon  our  records. 
Katie  Ltnoh, 
Laxtba  Cabet, 
Alathea    Bowland, 
OofMnittee. 
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Galveston,  Texas,  Oct.  17,  1907. 
'    At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Ole- 
ander Lodge  No.  70  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  Almighty  God  has  seen 
fit  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy 
to  visit  the  home  of  our  worthy  treas- 
urer, Bro.  B.  H.  Rogan,  and  remove 
from  its  midst  the  loving  father  and 
husband;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Ole- 
ander Lodge  No.  70  extend  to  Bro.  Ro- 
gan and  the  entire  family  in  their  hour 
of  affliction  their  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  the  loss  of  the  father  and  husband, 
who  was  loved  and  highly  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  him;   be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Jouknal  for  pub- 
lication and  a  copy  to  the  family  of 
deceased,  and  also  be  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  next  meeting. 

Call  not  back  the  dear  departed 
Anchored    safe    where    storms    are 
o'er; 

On  the  border  land  we  left  yon. 
Soon  to  meet  and  part  no  more. 


I 


H.  C.  White, 
L.  C.  Powell, 

Committee. 


Dayton,  O.,  Sept.  26,  1907. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed at  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Mad 
River  Lodge  Not  188: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  our  most  worthy 
brother,  Joseph  I.  Tingley,  while  in 
discharge  of  his  duties;  and 

Whebeas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Ting- 
ley  Mad  River  Lodge  No.  188  has  lost 
one  of  her  faithful  workers,  and  one 
that  was  always  ready  to  fight  for  the 
cause;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  be- 
reaved wife  and  family  our  sincere 
and  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  sad 
atfiictlon;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  our  minutes, 
one  sent  to  the  family  and  one  to  the 
JouBNAL  for  publication. 

Wm.  Thompson, 

M.  J.  O'CONNOBS, 

Wm.  A.  MnxKB, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Jackson 
Lodge  No.  61,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  fol- 
lowing  resolutions  were  unanimously 
aaopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  an  all-wise 
God  to  take  from  our  brother  and  sls- 
ter»  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Batten,  there 
beloved  infant;  and 

^Vhebeab,  This  has  been  a  great  sor- 
row to  our  beloved  brother  and  sister; 
therefore  be  it 

>  Besolvea,  That  we  extend  to  our 
worthy  brother  and  sister  our  Bym- 
pathy  in  their  trouble  and  sorrow;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  lodge, 
a  copy  sent  to  our  brother  and  sister 
and  one  to  the  Joubnal  for  publica- 
tion. H.  S.  Hasbbouok, 
C.  H.  Law, 
R.  B.  Gbiffith, 

Committee, 


Clevixand,  O.,  Oct  14,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  M.  J. 
Naughton  Lodge  No.  11  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  worthy  Bro.  R.  A. 
Dailey,  while  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  while  we  bow  in 
humble  submission  to  His  will,  we  can 
not  but  feel  the  loss  of  our  worthy 
brother;  and  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sym- 
pathy to  his  family  in  this,  their  hour 
of  distress  and  may  God  comfort  them 
in  this  their  hour  of  trouble;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to 
the  family  and  a  copy  to  the  Joubnax 
for  publication. 

James  Dailet, 
C.  P.  Gorr, 
J.  T.  Joy, 

Committee, 


Nottinoham,  O.,  Oct  7,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lake  Shore 
Lodge  No.  55  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  an  All-wise 
Father  to  call  unto  everlasting  life  oar 
esteemed  brother,  Carl   W.    Neaman» 
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who  was  killed  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties  September  2l8t;    and 

Whkbeas,  By  his  death  Lodge  No. 
55  has  lost  a  good  and  faithful  mem- 
ber, and  his  wife  and  family  a  good 
husband  and  father;   therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  deplore  the  loss 
of  our  late  brother  with  the  deepest 
feelings  of  sorrow,  and  that  we  tender 
to  his  afflicted  family  and  friends  our 
earnest  sjrmpathy  in  their  sad  bereave- 
ment;   and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  presented  to  his  wife,  one 
to  the  editor  of  our  Joubn^l,  and  one 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  meet- 
ing;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  out  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  brother  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days. 
Gbobge  Lutkabt, 
Li.  H.  Poster, 
Gbobge  C.  Pabiok. 

Committee. 


MiNITEAFOLIS,  MlNlf.,  Oct.  13,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Golden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  3  L.  A.  to  S.  U..  the  follow- 
in^  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebbab,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  divine  wisdom,  to 
call  unto  Himself  the  beloved  brother 
of  Sister  Alice  Benedict;   and 

Whebbab,  We  Imow  that  by  his 
death  Sister  Benedict  suffers  a  great 
sorrow;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
Golden  Rod  Lodge  No.  3  extend  to  her 
their  deepest  sympathy,  and  hope  that 
in  her  hour  of  grief  she  will  remem- 
ber that  whom  the  Lord  loveth  He 
chasteneth;   and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  forwarded  to  Sister  Bene- 
dict, one  to  the  Joubkal  for  publica- 
tion, and  one  spread  on  our  records. 
Katie  Lynch, 
Laitba  Cabet, 

ALETHEA  BoWLAIfD, 

Committee. 


BxHTB,  Mont.,  Oct.  22,  1907. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Copper 
City  Lodi^  No.  48: 

Whbbbas,  It  has  pleased  our  Su- 
preme Master  to  take  from  our  flock 
one  more  brother,  Peter  Thomey,  who 
was  killed  while  In  the  performance  of 


his  duties  as  switchman  at  the  High 
Ore  mine  on  September  19th;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
family  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this 
their  sad  hour  of  bereavement;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,     That     our     charter     be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  sent  to 
the  JouBNAL  for  publication. 
C.  B.  Dewitt, 
P.  O'Shka, 
A.  B.  Bttbnham, 

Committee. 


Ashtabula^  0.«  Oct  6.  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Ashtabula 
Lodge  No.  95  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  foUow- 
ing  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whbbbas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  friend  and  brother, 
Michael  Kelley,  who  was  accidentally 
killed  on  the  night  of  the  second  of 
September  on  the  L.  S.  ft  M.  S.  Ry.  at 
Girard.  Pa.;    and 

Whbbbas,  The  sudden  removal  of 
such  a  life  from  our  midst  leaves  a 
vacancy  and  a  shadow  that  will  be 
deeply  realized  by  all  members  of  this 
union;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  with  deep  sjrmpathy 
for  the  aged  mother,  sisters  and 
brother  of  our  departed  brother,  we 
express  our  hope  that  even  so  great  a 
loss  to  us  all  may  be  overruled  for 
good  by  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
bereaved  mother,  sisters  and  brother, 
and  our  charter  be  draped  for  thirty 
days.  C.  G.  Nelson, 

Mabtin  Lynch, 
Bbbt  Mhxneb, 

Committee. 


SANDxreKT,  O.,  Oct.  12,  1907. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  Lake  Brie  Lodge  No.  67: 

Whbbbas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro.  John 
Meyers;    and 

WHEBEASt  In  the  loss  of  this  brother 
Lake  EHe  Lodge  No.  67  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
has  sustained  a  loss  of  a  true  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMBN'S  UNION. 


faithful  member,  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  him;   therefore,  be  it 

Reiolved,  That  we  tender  the  wife 
and  family  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
this  their  honr  of  affliction;  and  be  it 
further 

Reiolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother  onr 
charter  be  draped  for  the  period  of 
thirty  days,  and  that  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  sent  to  the  wife,  a  copy 
spread  on  our  minutes,  and  a  copy 
sent  to  the  Journal  for  publication. 
Gust.  Sohhixb, 
M.  J.  Hawlt, 

IL  N.   SOHULTZf 

Oommittee. 


Blub  Island,  III.,  Sept  30,  1907. 
At  a  special  meeting  called  this  after- 
noon the  following   resolutions   were 
adopted  by  Lodge  No.  29: 

Wbebbas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro.  V.  W. 
Ingraham,  who  was  killed  near  Bngle- 
wood,  on  the  C,  R.  I.  ft  P.  Ry.,  Sun- 
day, Sept  29,  1907;   and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Ingra- 
ham  this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  and 
highly  respected  member,  and  his 
family  a  loving  husband  and  father; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  hour  of  bereavement,  and  may 
the  Lord  in  His  wisdom  ever  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  the  widow  in  distress; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  sent  to 
the  Journal,  one  to  the  family  of  our 
late  brother,  and  one  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting. 

H.  N.  Allen, 
G.  M.  EmcBTT, 
A.  J.  Hume, 
Thos.  Eambs, 
G.  Vail, 

Oommittee. 


People  may  wear  masks  of  piety  but 
they  are  soon  discovered.  A  genuine 
coin  has  ever  a  true  ring. 


The  meet  precious  stones  are  formed 
only  after  many  years  of  formation. 
Jxmt  so  with  ovLT  frlendfe;  it  to  only 
after  years,  they  begin  to  show  their 
real  lustre. 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  many  friends, 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  Lodge  No.  80  and 
their  wives,  members  of  Golden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  8,  for  their  kindness  and 
sympathy  at  the  death  of  our  beloved 
son  and  brother,  Charles  A.  Dolge. 
Mb.  and  Mbs.  Thbo.  Dol^ 

AND  ChILDBEN. 


BuiTALO,  N.  Y.,  Oct  1, 1907. 
Bditob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

Dear  Sir — I  wish  to  express  my 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  members  of 
lodges  Nos.  220  and  221  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  for  their  kind  attention  to  my- 
self and  children  in  my  sad  bereave- 
ment, the  loss  of  my  beloved  husband, 
John  R.  Welsh.  I  also  wish  to  thank 
the  members  for  the  beautiful  floral 
offerings  which  expressed  the  love 
and  esteem  which  they  feel  for  a 
brother.  My  heartfelt  wish  is  that 
the  Switchmen's  Union  may  ever 
prosper.  Respectfully, 

BiBS.  Johanna  Welsh. 

106  Orlando  street 


Chioaqo,  III.,  Oct  S,  1907. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Through  your  Joxtbnal  I  wish  to  ex- 
tend my  sincere  thanks  to  officers  and 
members  of  Lodge  No.  68,  in  particu- 
lar Bro.  Taylor,  God  bless  him.  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
them  in  paying  my  claim.  I  sincerely 
pray  God  to  blesa  them  and  all  the 
switchmen,  as  they  are  a  noble  class 
of  men.  Again  I  say  God  bless  them, 
and  my  prayer  is  that  they  will  con- 
tinue to  prosper  in  their  good  works. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Bias.  Jos.  BCahanet. 


CmoAGO,  III.,  Oct  2,  1907. 
M.  R.  Welch,  Esq,,  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  8,  U,  of  N,  A,; 
Deab  Sib^I  wish  to  express  my 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  delegates,  and 
more  especially  the  delegates  from  No. 
68  to  the  convention  held  in  Detroit  in 
May,  1907,  for  allowing  me  $1,200,  the 
amount  of  claim  held  by  my  late  hus- 
band, James  W.  Mahaney.  Wishing 
success  to  the  S.  U,  of  N.  A.,  and  may 
they  ever  prosper,  is  my  constant 
prayer.         Yo^rs  truly. 

Tuba  B.  Mahanet. 
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Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Sept  26,  1907. 
Bdrob  SwiTOHicBn'8  Joxtbnal: 

I  wish  to  tender  tlianks  to  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  Lodge  No.  10  for  the  claim 
which  was  paid  me  after  short  notice. 
Words  cannot  express  the  gratitude 
and  appreciation  which  I  now  feel  for 
my  brother  switchmen  for  their  kind- 
ness to  me  while  I  was  in  the  hospitaL 
Lewis  B.  Whjxams. 


Los  AiroELBS,  Cal, 
EnrroB  Switohmxn's  Joxtbnal: 

I  desire  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  members  of  Pride  of 
the  West  Lodge  No.  43  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
Also  to  the  sisters  of  Poppy  Lodge  No. 
26  for  their  kindness  and  sympathy 
shown  me  In  my  great  sorrow,  in  the 
loss  of  my  beloved  husband,  Samuel 
Killer.  Also  to  thank  both  lodges 
for  their  beautiful  floral  offerings.  I 
wish  the  Grand  Lodge  to  accept  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  payment  of  the 
insurance  held  by  my  husband.  Again 
thanking  you,  I  am« 

Yours  in  sisterly  love, 

Mabtha  Mdubb. 


SAonfAw,  Mich.,  Oct  24,  1907. 
EmroB  SwrroHMKif's  Joubnal: 

Dear  Sir— I  wish  to  extend  my  sin- 
cere thanks  and  gratitude  to  the  mem* 
hers  of  Lodge  No.  110  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
for  their  many  acts  of  kindness  during 
my  late  bereavement,  the  loss  of  my 
son  John.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  insurance  carried  by  my  dear  boy. 
May  God  ever  protect  the  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  Ainerica  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of  a  distracted  mother. 

Mabt  a.  JoHNSoir. 


Wanted* 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Bro. 
Thomas  Judge,  a  member  of  Keystone 
Lodge  No:  194.  The  last  heard  of  him 
he  was  switching  in  Chicago.  Please 
notify  William  L.  Carroll,  secretary 
Lodge  No.  194,  Hallstead,  Pa. 

To  learn  the  whereabouts  of  A.  R. 
Haight,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  226, 
New  Orleans,  La.  He  left  home  about 
October  11th,  and  has  not  been  heard 
from  since.  Any  information  leading 
to  his  whereabouts  will  be  thankfully 
received  br  his  wife,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Haight,  1017  Sixth  street  New  Or- 
leaas,La. 


Helena,  MonL 

BorroB  SwrroHiaii's  Joxtbnal: 

As  I  havie  never  seen  anything  in  the 
Jottbnal  from  Lodge  26^  I  will  try  to 
write  a  few  linea. 

We  had  a  call  from  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent S.  B.  Heberling,  and  he  lined  up 
a  few  and  got  the  promise  of  five  or 
six  more.  Bro.  Heberling  gave  an  open 
meeting  in  Livingston,  and  it  was  well 
attended.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
Bro.  Heberling  asked  if  anyone  had 
anything  to  say.  Nobody  responded. 
My  hope  is  that  everybody  employed  in. 
yard  service  will  wake  up  ond  join  the 
good  old  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  cut  out 
this  fighting  with  our  fellow  workmen, 
and  go  after  more  pay  for  our  work. 
We  are  the  poorest  paid  class  in  rail- 
road service,  figuring  the  risks  we  have 
to  run  and  the  number  of  hours  we 
are  compelled  to  work. 

Why  should  we  not  belong  to  the  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.?  For  an  example,  I  was 
called  by  the  yardznaster  to  take  a  road 
engine  and  switch  with  it  This  en- 
gine was  a  large  mountain  hog.  The 
result  was  myself  and  partner  were 
riding  on  pilot,  and  pilot  struck  a  high 
guard  rail  and  turned  under  engine. 
We  both  went  under  engine  and  were 
dragged  about  60  feet.  One  of  my 
shoes  was  torn  from  my  foot,  and  the 
shoe  being  old  was  the  only  thing  I 
can  account  for  my  life  being  saved. 
As  it  was  my  foot  was  badly  bruised 
as  well  as  my  head  and  chest  I  kicked 
about  working  with  this  engine  to  the 
round  house  foreman,  and  am  satisfied 
that  the  head  officials  of  this  N.  P. 
R.  R.  system  are  not  aware  that  such 
engines  are  used  to  switch  with  in 
their  yards.  It  is  a  matter  of  some 
petty  ofllcial  making  a  record  for  him* 
self  and  some  poor  toiler  losing  his 
life,  resulting  in  a  widow  being  sent 
out  in  the  world  to  seek  her  own  liT- 
ing.  I  could  have  lost  the  day  by  re- 
fusing to  work  with  this  engine,  and 
more  than  likely  would  have  lost  my 
position,  because  some  Scissor-BUl 
Hughie,  or  Acrobatic  Archie,  would 
have  worked  and  I  would  have  been 
sent  on  my  way  in  search  of  employe 
ment. 

Tours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

J.  H.  tfUTH* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


THE  HAYMARKET  AND  AFrBlWAia>S 


S^me  Personal  Ricolleciiotu  by  Charles  Edward  RusulL     [  Ap^UUnCs  Magaxine^ 


On  tlie  lake  front  of  Chicago,  where 
the  grass  would  never  grow,  where  the 
planted  trees  put.  forth  sad«  discour- 
aged leaves  and  straightway  died,  I 
was  wont  to  see  of  a  Sunday  afternoon 
a  small  crowd  listening  to  an  excited 
and  overwrought  orator.  He  was  a 
shabby  man  and  gaunt,  as  if  worn  down 
by  his  own  fruitless  emotions;  but  his 
face  was  interesting,  his  energy  prodig- 
ious, and  his  voice  had  a  mellow  and 
peculiar  charm.  His  principal  busi- 
ness, as  nearly  as  I  could  gather,  was 
to  denounce  the  rich,  against  whom,  as 
placidly  they  rolled  in  their  carriages 
through  Michigan  boulevard,  he  would 
hurl  anathemas  (not  always  intelligible 
to  me)  and  shake  a  long  imprecatory 
forefinger.  At  which  the  crowd  would 
sometimes  jeer  and  sometimes  faintly 
cheer;  but  in  most  instances  remain 
dumb  and  look  bored;  for  the  seed  of 
the  orator's  propaganda  seemed  but  to 
fall  on  soil  as  barren  as  that  of  the 
lake  front. 

That  was  the  first  time  I  saw  the 
man.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  he 
stood  in  the  Cook  county  jail  about  to 
die,  and  with  that  same  penetrating 
and  belMike  voice  pleaded  to  be  heard. 
Between  these  two  visions  had  stretched 
the  linked  events,  one  upon  one,  that 
had  brought  him  to  his  death  and 
*  seem  now  to  constitute  one  of  the 
strangest  and  most  instructive  chapters 
in  our  history. 

Looking  backward  I  can  see  that  it 
is  not  possible  In  these  events  to  un- 
derstand Chicago,  a  typical  American 
city,  so  thrown  from  its  typical  Amer- 
ican poise  and  self-command,  without 
going  much  farther  than  the  Haymar- 
ket  and  what  directly  led  thereto.  We 
must  go  back  to  the  strikes  that  at  in- 
tervals of  years  had  shaken  the  city; 
strikes  of  seamen,  dock  laborers,  stock- 
3rards  workers,  street  railroad  men; 
back  to  these  and  to  John  Bonfleld, 
captain  first  and  then  inspector  of 
police. 

A  large,  powerful,  resolute,  domineer- 
ing man,  Bonfleld  had  pressed  his  way 
to  the  front  chiefly  by  his  physical 
prowess  and  unshakable  courage.  He 
went  to  peace  by  a  way  old  enough  in 
history  but  rather  new  in  American 
communities;   he  cracked  all  heads  in 


sight  until  no  man  was  left  upon  his 
feet,  and  then  announced  that  quiet 
was  restored  and  the  strike  broken. 
I  remember  well  the  sight  of  him  lead- 
ing a  line  of  policemen  in  the  great 
street-car  strike  of  1886,  the  clubs  de- 
scending right  and  left  like  flails,  and 
men  falling  before  them,  often  fright- 
fully injured.  All  sorts  of  men  they 
were,  not  merely  strikers  or  strike  sym- 
pathizers, but  innocent  citizens,  caught 
in  the  throng  and  unable  to  escape. 
Repeated  and  bloody  battling  of  this 
kind  flrmly  established  in  the  com- 
munity two  conditions  fruitful  of  trou- 
ble. Men  that  worked  with  their  hands 
became  convinced  that*  the  police  were 
tjnrannlcal,  cruel,  arbitrary,  and  the 
professional  and  gratuitous  enemies  of 
the  workers.  On  the  other  hand,  an- 
other part  of  the  community  became 
convinced  that  in  the  city  was  a  large 
element  of  desperate  men,  foes  to  so- 
ciety and  order  and  always  ripe  for 
violence. 

To  both  conditions  I  suppose  such 
harangues  as  those  on  the  lake  front 
contributed.  Well-to-do  persons  read 
of  a  Monday  morning  the  furious  ut- 
terances of  some  wild-eyed  ranter  ad- 
dressed to  what  purported  to  be  a  men- 
acing assembly  of  the  unruly  elements, 
and  these  things  seemed  to  them  on 
reasonable  grounds  a  part  of  the  sow- 
ing of  disorder  that  had  harvested'  so 
many  riots.  Workingmen  saw  that  the 
worst  possible  aspect  was  put  upon 
their  assemblies  even  when  these  had 
wholly  innocent  purposes,  and  they  be- 
came convinced  that  press  and  police 
were  leagued  against  them.  In  these 
circumstances  every  Sunday  with  its 
meetines  and)  every  Monday  morning 
with  its  inflammatory  newspaper  re- 
ports wrought  increased  bitterness  o& 
one  side  and  a  growing  uneasiness  on 
the  other. 

I  have  never  seen  these  conditions 
adequately  described  in  any  literature 
on  this  subject,  and  yet  they  are  the 
pivot  on  which  the  whole  story  turns. 
Without  the  long  and.  seated  resent- 
ment of  the  workers  and^the  accumu- 
lated fears  of  the  rest  of  the  popula- 
tion, any  such  drama  would  have  been 
impossible.  Around  the  world  Chicago, 
because  of  these  things,  bore  many 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THB  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


6t 


years  afterwards  an  unjust  measure  of 
reproach  as  a  lawless  community;  and 
yet,  in  the  same  peculiar  conditions 
and  oppressed  with  the  same  misappre- 
hensions, I  think  there  is  no  sreat 
city  in  which  some  outbreak  would  not 
have  climaxed  the  trouble  making.  The 
tension  was  too  great  And  those  that 
think  lightly  of  class  divisions  in  a  re- 
public mi^t  profitably  study  the 
record  of  this  modem  instance.  The 
letters  are  red  and  smeared*  but  they 
are  still  sufliciently  legible,  and  the 
first  thing  they  tell  is  of  what  may 
come  when  men  will  not  make  the  least 
effort  to  understand  nor  the  least  al- 
lowance for  one  another. 

On  the  top  of  this  smouldering  heap 
was  now  laid,  apparently  by  the  hands 
of  evil  Fate,  the  eight-hour  moyement 
of  '  1886.  Many  things  combined  to 
make  it  extremely  repugnant  to  the 
orderly  and  native  citizen.  It  was  of 
foreign  origin  and  late  importation; 
it  was  supposed  to  be  the  creation  of 
the  Internationals,  an  alien  society  of 
which  next  to  nothing  was  known  and 
everything  was  feared;  it  seemed  to 
be  condemned  by  distinctly  American 
organizations,  like  the  Knights  of  La- 
bor: it  was  denounced  unreservedly 
by  all  the  learned  writers  and  econ- 
omic authorities;  it  was  viewed  with 
obvious  resentment  by  employers. 
Moreover,  there  was  something  omin- 
ous and  sinister  in  the  date  chosen  for 
the  beginning  of  the  movement.  May 
Ist,  to  readers  of  foreign  dispatches, 
had  an  evil  sound  of  students'  riots 
and  anarchistic  demonstrations  abroad. 

When  the  day  came  it  was  seen  that 
the  demand  for  eight  hours  was  chiefly 
limited  to  factories  In  which  there  was 
much  foreign-bom  labor,  and  the  fact 
augmented  the  common  forebodings. 
There  were  some  parades  of  foreign- 
looking  workmen,  some  waving  of  red 
flags  and  singing  of  revolutionary 
songs  that  helped  nothing  to  quiet  the 
public  alarms,  and  quickly  these  por- 
tents were  followed  by  others  still 
worse.  The  most  important  factories 
involved  in  the  strikes  was  the  great 
McCormick  harvester  and  reaper  works 
on  the  far  west  side.  Close  by,  to  the 
east  were  teeming  foreign  quarters, 
chiefly  of  Poles  and  Bohemians.  The 
McCormick  company  attempted  to  flll 
the  places  of  the  strikers,  and  riot 
after  riot  ensued.  Patrol  wagons  dash- 
ing through  the  streets  and  fllled  with 


armed  policemen  became  a  common 
sight  Sometimes  men,  and  women, 
too,  attacked  the  wagons  and  threw 
stones  at  the  oflicers.  Meetings  were 
held  nic^tly  through  the  district  to 
express  sympathy  with  the  strikers. 
The  police,  with  the  utmost  rigor, 
broke  up  some  of  these  meetings  as 
tending  to  foment  disorder.  I  think 
they  sometimes  blundered  and  dis- 
persed gatherings  that  were  perfectly 
orderly  and  unobjectionable;  but  by 
this  time  the  feeling  was  high  on  both 
sides  and  men  threw  away  their  reason 
and  raved  as  the  men  raved  about  the 
barricades  in  Paris.  The  police  force 
of  Chicago,  alwasrs  too  small,  and  now 
most  unwisely  directed,  was  over- 
worked, overstrained,  and  to  the  last 
degree  exasperated;  and  it  was  pitted 
against  an  element  wherein  were  many 
men  that  had  vague  but  serious  notions 
of  a  class  injustice,  and  others  that 
had  goaded  themselves  into  a  frenzy  of 
resentment 

There  were  violent  scenes  that  never 
found  a  place  in  the  flnal  history  of 
these  events.  I  remember  a  drug 
store  in  the  heart  of  the  Bohemian  and 
Polish  district,  that  furnished  the  stage 
for  one  of  these  outbreaks,  in  its  way 
rather  remarkable.  The  reporters  were 
in  the  habit  of  using  the  telephone  in 
this  drug  store  to  communicate  with 
their  offices,  and  the  angry  people  got 
the  idea  that  the  reporters  thus  sum- 
moned the  police.  One  night  a  mob 
gathered,  broke  into  the  place,  and  d^^ 
molished  its  contents.  In  this  work 
the  wreckers  came  upon  some  bottles 
of  wines  and  liquors;  among  them  two 
jars  of  the  wine  of  colchicum.  All 
wine  looked  alike  to  them;  they  drank, 
and  Fate  avenged  the  poor  dmggist  in 
the  deaths  of  several  of  the  rioters;  no 
one  ever  knew  how  many.  The  re- 
porters were  often  in  great  danger; 
the  resentment  was  bitter  against  the 
whole  ''capitalistic  press."  More  than 
once  they  were  rescued  by  one  man's 
efforts  from  a  crowd  that  threatened 
them.  The  one  man  was  Albert  Par- 
sons, my  gaunt  and  overwrought  friend, 
the  orator  of  the  lake  front.  He  was 
the  editor  of  a  fiery  labor  journal 
called  The  Alarm,  and  was  in  the  thl<^ 
of  the  eight-hour  agitation,  but  it  ap^ 
peared  that  he  favored  revolution  in 
the  abstract  and  not  in  the  concrete^ 

Shrents  moved  with  fateful  swiftness 
to  the  climax.     On  one  side  of  the 
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IfcCormick  works  in  those  days  was  a 
large  open  field  apon  which  was  a  rail- 
road switch.  About  this  field  the  strik- 
ers were  daily  gathered  in  threatening 
crowds,  ripe  for  trouble.  On  the  after- 
noon of  May  3, 1886,  came  to  this  place 
August  Spies,  editor  of  the  Arheiter 
Zeitung,  a  daily  paper  printed  in  Ger- 
man and  deyoted  to  the  radical  wing 
of  the  labor  moyement  He  was  a 
handsome,  athletic  young  man,  with  a 
good  presence  and  a  gift  of  eloquence. 
Climbing  to  the  roof  of  a  freight  car, 
he  made  in  Oerman  a  fiery  speech  to 
the  strikers.  When  he  ceased,  a  shout- 
ing mob,  armed  with  sticks  and  stones, 
started  for  the  works  to  attack  the 
strike  breakers.  These,  badly  fright- 
ened, cowered  for  shelter  in  the  tower 
6f  the  main  building,  while  the  mob, 
in  a  blind  and  purposeless  fury,  pep- 
pered the  windows  with  stones.  In 
the  midst  of  these  diyersions  the  patrol 
wagons  came  charging  up  and  the  po- 
lice drew  their  reyolvers  and  began  to 
fire.  A  part  of  the  strikers  made  a 
momentary  stand  and  then  broke  and 
fled.  Many  were  wounded,  a  few 
fatally. 

At  this  the  last  passions  were 
aroused  on  both  sides.  All  the  ele- 
ments in  sympathy  with  the  strike  de- 
nounced the  police  as  guilty  of  mon- 
strous and  causeless  slaughter;  the 
elements  on  the  other  side  applauded 
the  act  that  they  held  to  be  necessary 
to  enforce  law  and  maintain  peace  and 
order. 

The  strike  sinnpathizers  called  meet- 
ings for  the  next  night.  May  4th,  to 
denounce  the  police  for  shooting  un- 
armed men.  Of  these  the  most  impor- 
tant was  to  be  held  in  Desplaines  street 
between  Lake  and  Randolph.  Des- 
plaines street  is  a  shabby  thoroughfare 
on  the  west  side,  a  short  distance  from 
the  rlyer,  and  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  edge  of  the  downtown  business  cen- 
ter. Rather  oddly,  the  meeting  that 
was  to  pass  into  history  as  the  Hay- 
■utrket  affair  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Haymarket,  which  is  around  a  cor- 
ner and  two  or  three  hundred  feet 
away.  Half  a  block  straight  to  the 
south  was  the  Desplaines  street  police 
seation.  oyer  which  presided  Inspector 
John  Bonfield. 

'  Afterwards  the  police  tried  to  make 
nnich  of  the  form  of  the  call  for  the 
meeting,  asserting  that  it  contained  an 
agreed-upon  signal  tor  the  rising  of 


the  anarchists  and  the  dangerous  ele- 
ment. No  one  need  now  giye  weight  to 
this  tale,  but  it  is  true  that  in  the 
jangled  state  of  the  public  nenree  the 
meeting  aroused  widespread  uneasi- 
ness. Some  declared  that  it  ought  to 
be  preyented.  The  mayor  of  the  city, 
the  elder  Carter  H.  Harrison,  was  un- 
willing to  attempt  to  interfere  with 
what  might  be  a  lawful  assembly,  but 
he  attenaed'  in  person  to  see  that 
no  riot  should  be  preached.  At 
the  Desplaines  street  station  In- 
spector Bonfield  held  the  reserves 
in  readiness.  The  speaker's  stand, 
a  truck  wagon,  was  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  an  alley,  in  the  center  of  the 
block,  and  at  the  rear  of  the  building 
occupied  by  Crane  Brothers'  elevator 
factory.  About  1,600  people  gathered. 
Spies  was  one  of  the  speakers;  another 
was  my  lake-front  orator.  Parsons;  and 
another,  Samuel  Fielden«„of  whom  I 
shall  haye  more  to  say  hereafter.  The 
mayor  heard  what  they  said  and  seems 
to  have  detected  nothing  formidable  in 
the  utterance.  Parsons  had  made  an 
end,  Fi^lden  was  closing,  when  a  storm 
was  seen  to  be  approaching.  The  peo- 
ple began  to  disperse;  the  mayor 
started  for  home.  At  that  moment  In- 
spector Bonfield  marched  the  reserves 
out  of  the  station  and  advanced  up  the 
street,  himself  at  the  head,  ordering 
the  people  to  disperse.  Just  as  the 
front  of  the  platoon  reached  the  alley 
intersection  a  spark  fiew  through  the 
air  either  from  the  roof  of  a  building 
or  from  behind  the  crowd.  There  was 
a  tremendous  and  blinding  explosion, 
a  roar  that  was  plainly  heard  in  news- 
paper oflices  a  mile  away,  and  many 
policemen  fell,  dreadfully  mangled. 
Their  comrades,  with  conspicuous 
courage,  did  not  falter.  They  closed 
up  their  ranks,  drew  their  revolvers, 
and  began  to  fire  upon  the  dumfounded 
people,  who  fled  In  all  directions. 

That  was  the  memorable  bomb.  At 
the  news  of  it  all  Chicago  was  shaken 
with  rage.  Here  at  last  was  the  dyna- 
mite that  had  been  threatened,  the  rev- 
olution in  full  swing,  the  reign  of  vio- 
lence begun.  Sixty-eight  policemen 
were  wounded  by  that  terrible  thing, 
some  in  ways  too  dreadful  to  be  de- 
scribed. Seven  died  of  their  hurts; 
many  were  maimed  for  life.  It  was  no 
wonder  that  before  an  event  so  appall- 
ing even  good  men  forgot  reason  and 
clamored  for  revenge. 
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Upon  the  police  eommanden  the 
effect  was  of  a  temporary  defeat 
wrought  treacheronaly  by  a  malignant 
and  long-detested  enemy.  A  kind  of 
cold  fury  possessed  them;  instantly 
they  began  to  seek  for  rengeance. 
Neyer,  I  suppose  In  any  city  was  what 
is  called  the  drag-net  worked  so  exten- 
slyely  and  Incessantly.  For  days  the 
police  stations  were  filled  with  sus- 
pected persons,  rigorously  examined  In 
the  method  of  what  Is  termed  the  third 
degree;  persons*  for  the  most  part, 
that  nerer  heard  of  the  bomb  nor  of 
the  meeting  nor  of  anything  connected 
with  either.  In  the  midst  of  which 
turmoil,  Rudolph  Schnaubelt,  the  man 
that  threw  the  bomb,  passed  quietly  out 
of  Chicasro  and  made  his  way  un- 
marked  to  Germany  to  live  and  die  In 


Swiftly  the  police  unearthed  what 
seemed  to  be  a  desperate  and  dreadful 
conspiracy.  The  bomb  was  the  work 
of  a  great  anarchistic  organisation  that 
had  planned  the  destruction  of  the  city, 
that  had  made  and  secreted  thousands 
of  similar  bombs,  that  had  drilled  and 
armed  men  for  the  uprising.  Vast 
quantities  of  bombs,  dynamite,  and 
weapons  were  gathered  from  cellars 
and  backyard  caches  all  about  the 
northwest  side.  Truth  compels  me  to 
state  that  some  of  these  discorerles 
soon  began  to  wear  an  exceedingly 
suspicious  look.  The  weapons  began 
to  be  strangely  familiar.  One  in  par- 
ticular, a  gas-pipe  bomb,  that  had  been 
used  as  a  paper-weight  in  a  newspaper 
composing  room,  was  brought  three 
times  to  police  headquarters  among  the 
prized  and  exhibited  fruits  of  the  raid- 
ing. It  was  easily  recognized  because 
the  harmless  printer  that  had  used  it 
had  at  some  time  scratched  his  initials 
upon  It  There  were  others  of  the  ex- 
hibits with  similar  histories,  but  of 
these  matters  the  public  heard  little. 

By  no  good  hap,  I  must  think,  the 
operating  of  the  drag-net  and  the  sort- 
ing of  the  fish  therein  fell  to  Michael 
J.  Schaak,  captain  of  the  Chicago  ave- 
nue station  on  the  north  side,  a  man  of 
restless  energy  and,  let  us  say  of  small 
discretion.  I  haye  often  wondered 
whether  his  delusions  resulted  from  A 
kind  of  self-hypnotism  or  from  mere 
mania;  but  certainly  he  saw  more  an- 
Mrdiists  than  Tast  hell  eonid  hold. 
Bombs,  dynamite,  daggers,  and  pistols 
seemed  erer  before  him;    in  the  end  ' 


there  was  no  society  or  association, 
however  innocent  or  even  laudable, 
among  the  forelgn-bom  population,  that 
was  not  to  his  mind  an  object  of  grave 
suspicion.  The  labor  unions  he  knew 
were  composed  solely  of  anarchists; 
the  Turner  societies  met  to  plan  revo- 
lution; the  literary  guilds  plotted  mur- 
der, and  the  Sunday-schools  taught  de- 
struction. Every  man  that  spoke 
broken  English  and  went  out  o'  nights 
was  a  fearsome  creature  whose  secret 
purpose  was  to  blow  up  the  board  of 
trade  or  loot  Marshall  Field's  store. 
Into  the  presence  of  a  police  captain  in 
this  reasonable  frame  of  mind  was 
brought  one  trembling  alien  after  an* 
other,  and  from  the  cells  into  which 
they  were  flung  presently  grew  a  crop 
of  confessions  that  cemented  the  struc- 
ture of  conspiracy  into  a  compact  and 
durable  whole. 

From  among  the  hundreds  of  pris- 
oners, slowly  the  police  and  the  State's 
attorney  settled  upon  the  men  that  had 
done  most  of  the  agitating  in  the  eight- 
hour  movement  before  it;  the  leaders, 
that  is  to  say.  of  the  advanced  and  rad- 
ical wing  of  the  labor  element,  the 
fervid  orators  of  the  Sunday  meetings, 
the  advocates  of  "social  revolution.'* 
These  were  August  Spies,  editor  of  the 
Arheiter  Zeituno;  Michael  Schwab,  his 
assistant;  Samuel  Fielden,  one  of  the 
speakers  at  the  4)esplalnes  street  meet- 
ing; Adolph  Fischer,  a  young  com- 
positor on  Spies'  paper;  George  Engel, 
an  elderly  man  that  had  kept  a  little 
toy  shop  on  the  west  side;  and  Oscar 
Neebe,  a  German  newspaper  man,  who 
had  smne  connection  more  or  less  shad- 
owy with  Spies'  publication.  The  police 
also  wanted  Parsons,  who  was  particu* 
larly  well  known  to  them  because  of 
his  speeches,  but  he  could  not  be  found. 
It  was  not  asserted  against  these  men 
that  any  one  of  them  had  thrown  the 
bomb,  but  that  they  had  plotted  the 
crime  as  the  beginning  of  the  revolu- 
tion they  had  long  agitated. 

To  these  was  now  added,  in  a  man- 
ner rather  dramatic,  a  figure  of  a  very 
different  type.  All  the  others  were  pot- 
tering agitators,  more  or  less  in  the 
public  eye;  Louis  Llngg,  of  whom  Chi- 
cago had  never  heard  nefore,  was  no 
agitator,  but  a  secret,  resourceful,  wily, 
and  daring  terrorist,  of  the  kind  that 
periodically  shakes  Russia  with  some 
self-immolating  assassination.  It  was 
almost  by  accident   that  information 
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was  gathered  of  a  mysterious  young 
man  that  lived  in  the  back  room  of  a 
wretched  house,  tinkered  day  and  night 
upon  things  supposed  to  be  bombs,  and 
was  said  to  be  of  tremendous  physical 
strength  and  dangerous  character. 
Herman  Schuettler,  now  assistant 
chief  of  police  and  one  of  the  bravest 
men  I  have  ever  known,  undertook  the 
arrest.  He  ascertained  that  Lingg  was 
in  his  lodging,  which  was  on  the  second 
floor  in  thd  rear.  Schuettler  removed 
his  boots  and  in  his  stockings  crept  up 
the  stairs  and  burst  open  the  door  of 
Lingg's  room.  At  the  sound  Lingg 
gave  one  leap  and  was  at  the  police- 
man's throat.  Schuettler  is  a  power- 
ful man  of  much  and  varied  exper- 
ience; he  once  killed  a  desperado  with 
a  single  blow  of  his  fist.  He  has  told 
me  often  that  he  never  had  an  encoun- 
ter like  that  with  Lingg.  They  rolled 
all  about  the  floor  of  the  room,  down 
the  stairs,  and  out  into  the  street,  flght- 
ing  like  demons.  Schuettler  got 
Lingg's  thumb  into  his  mouth  and  al- 
most bit  it  off,  a  fact  from  which  the 
nature  of  the  struggle  may  be  surmised. 

They  got  the  wild  beast  to  Captain 
Schaack's  police  station  and  locked 
him  up,  and  without  knowing  it  they 
had  made  no  other  capture  so  Impor- 
tant. For  Lingg's 'Was  the  hand  that 
made  the  bomb:  Lingg  was  a  friend  of 
Rudolph  Schnaubelt,  •who  threw  the 
bomb;  and  if  I  do  not  greatly  err,  the 
whole  .shockitig  business  in  Desplaines 
street  was  of  Lingg's  sole  conceiving. 
He  was  the  originator  and  leader  of 
the  Lehr  und  Wehr  Verein,  the  only 
real  anarchistic  society  in  Chicago;  he 
was  the  undisguised  and  venomous 
enemy  of  all  society,  and  he  was  of 
such  extraordinary  strength  of  body 
and  capacity  of  mind  that  here  truly 
was  one  man  whom  orderly  persons 
had  reason  to  fear. 

When  the  prisoners  thus  flnally  se- 
lected were  arraigned  for  examination, 
another  was  added  to  their  number. 
Parsons  was  in  hiding  and  disguise, 
somewhere  in  Wisconsin.  He  wrote  to 
his  attorney,  Capt.  W.  P.  Black,  that 
he  desired  to  give  himself  up.  Cap^ 
Black  replied,  advising  him  to  do  so, 
as  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  of- 
fense and  had  nothing  to  fear.  Where- 
upon, one  day,  to  the  vast  surprise  of 
police  and  public,  Parsons  quietly 
walked  into  the  court  and  took  his 
place  with  the  other  men  accused. 


I  need  not  follow  the  trial  nor  the 
various  stages  of  the  long  and  futile 
legal  battle  that  followed.  The  world 
of  men  outside  of  our  country  seems  to 
have  accepted  the  belief  that  the  de- 
fendants were  tried  on  the  charge  that 
they  were  anarchists.  It  may  be  well, 
therefore,  to  recall  that  they  were  tried 
merely  on  the  charge  that  they  were 
accessories  before  the  fact  of  the  mur- 
ders of  Mathias  J.  Degan  and  others, 
Degan  being  the  first  of  the  wounded 
policemen  to  die  of  his  hurts.  The 
manner  in  which  they  were  accessory 
was  alleged  to  be  that  in  speeches  and 
writings  they  had  instigated  the  crime. 

Through  all  the  trial, .  lasting  eight 
weeks,  the  other  defendants  seemed 
sensible  of  the  perils  of  their  situatibn. 
Lingg  seemed  never  to  know  nor  to 
care.  Tilted  back  in  his  chair,  an  un- 
lighted  cigar  in  the  comer  of  his 
mouth,  he  regarded  the  whole  affair 
with  savage  scorn.  He  sat  apart  and 
held  no  communion  with  his  fellows, 
of  whom,  strange  to  say,  only  Spies  had 
knowledge  of  him  previous  to  his 
arrest.  He  took  no  interest  in  the  de- 
fense, suggested  nothing  to  his  coun- 
sel, and  sullenly  refused  to  make  any 
statement.  When  arraigned  for  sen- 
tence, the  others  made  elaborate 
speeches.  Parsons  spoke  for  eight 
hours.  Lingg  uttered  some  curt,  de- 
fiant sentences  in  Qerman.  ending  with 
these  words:  "I  despise  you.  I  despise 
your  order,  your  laws,  your  force- 
propped  authority.    Hang  me  for  it!" 

Many  aspects  of  the  trial  were  un- 
usual. Men  admitting  a  deepseated 
prejudice  against  the  accused  or  even  a 
belief  In  their  guilt  were  allowed  to 
sit  on  the  Jury.  The  defendants  were 
convicted  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
instigated  the  crime;  and>  yet,  so  far 
as  the  trial  was  concerned,  nobody 
knew  who  committed  the  crime.  To 
this  day  the  record  on  that  point  re- 
mains incomplete:  for  Schnaubelt 
was  never  brought  into  the  case,  his 
part  In  the  afPair  was  never  officially 
disclosed.  So  far  as  the  record  goes, 
the  bomb  that  night  in  Desplaines 
street  might  have  fallen  by  accident  or 
been  hurled  by  a  lunatic  or  by  some- 
body that  never  heard  of  the  accused 
men. 

But  the  eight  men  were  convicted, 
nominally  by  the  Jury,  in  reality  by  a 
misinformed  public  opinion  resolutely 
bent  upon  their  death;   and  they  were 
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sentenced,  Neebe  to  fifteen  years'  im- 
prisonment, the  remaining  seven  to  be 
hanged.  While  the  fourteen  months' 
tattle  against  the  verdict  was  waged 
to  and  through  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  the  men  were  con- 
fined in  the  Cook  county  Jail.  It  was 
often  my  duty  to  see  them  there.  Steel 
bars,  reinforced  by  a  steel  netting,  sep- 
arated them  from  visitors;  but  through 
this  barrier  conversation  was  not  diffi- 
colt  With  all  except  Lingg  I  had 
many  conversations.  All,  even  to  Par- 
sons, regarded  me,  because  of  my  news- 
paper connections,  as  their  deadly 
enemy  and  part  of  the  machinery  of 
the  "capitalistic  press"  that  had 
dragged  them  down;  but  that  once  ad- 
mitted on  both  sides,  they  were  always 
approachable  and  grew  to  be  even  cor- 
dial. Observing  them  thus  closely  and 
repeatedly,  and  as  a  matter  of  my  pro- 
fession. I  had  after  a  time  a  clear  im- 
pression as  to  each  of  them.  Spies  was 
in  some  ways  a  typical  graduate  of  the 
Turn  Verein,  well  educated,  magnifi- 
cently set  up,  fluent  and  plausible  in 
English  as  in  German,  a  blue-eyed 
Saxon,  emotional,  sentimental,  and 
rash.  His  face,  beneath  thick,  curling 
brown  hair,  of  which  he  was  excessive- 
ly vain,  was  handsome  but  not  strong; 
long,  sweeping  brown  mustaches  con- 
tributing a  dubious  ornament  above  a 
fat  and,  to  my  thinking,  a  feeble  chin. 
Schwab  was  the  ideal  of  a  German  uni- 
versity professor,  a  thin,  angular,  sal- 
low person,  spectacled,  long-haired, 
black-bearded,  and  unkempt  I  sup- 
pose he  &ad  the  beet  mental  equipment 
in  the  party,  but  it  was  a  mind  wholly 
speculative  and  dreamy.  His  manner 
of  speaking  fitted  his  appearance,  be- 
ing dry,  remote,  and  for  the  most  part 
extremely  uninteresting.  I  could  never 
understand  how  he  came  to  be  in  such 
A  position,  for  he  seemed  to  have  in  his 
make-up  neither  enthusiasm  nor  sym- 
pathy and  no  more  emotion  than  a 
grindstone.  Fischer,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  to  be  read  like  a  book:  he  was  a 
hot  young  proselirte,  a  half-baked  stu- 
dent of  German  philosophical  anarch- 
ism, and  in  his  own  mind  exalted  into 
martyrdom.  George  Engel's  creed  was 
the  product  of  poverty  and  misfortune. 
As  a  boy  he  had  been  left  an  orphan, 
he  had  been  kicked  from  pillar  to  post, 
and  U  was  late  in  his  unsuccessful  life 
when  he  laid  hold  of  some  vague  ideas 
of  revolt     He  had  a  chubby,  good- 


natured  face,  looked  like  an  elderly 
German  bartender,  seemed  to  have  no 
particular  resentment  against  anybody, 
talked  freely  and  far  from  unintelli- 
gently  to  anybody  that  approached 
him,  and  viewed  his  fate  with  a  mix- 
ture of  stoicism  and  cynicism  conmion 
in  the  kind  of  Germans  that  conmiit 
suicide.  As  to  Fielden.  I  hunted  long 
for  a  phrase  that  fitted  his  peculiar 
make-up,  and  years  afterwards  I  found 
it  in  a  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  tale. 
He  was  "a  mild,  fatherly,  old  galoot" 
In  England,  where  he  was  bom,  he  had 
been  a  Methodist  field  preacher.  In 
this  country  he  had  been  preacher  and 
teamster  without  much  success  in 
either  vocation,  and  had  taken  up  the 
labor  cause,  not  selfishly,  as  I  gathered, 
but  because  it  appealed  to  his  emo- 
tions. He  was  much  the  patriarch, 
with  his  long  flowing  beard  streaked 
with  gray,  and  to  conceive  of  him  as 
in  any  way  a  dangerous  person  seemed 
a  suggestion  of  humor.  Neebe  was  a 
colorless  creature,  clearly  out  of  place, 
dull,  and  wholly  unattractive.  For  Par- 
sons I  may  say  frankly  that  I  con- 
ceived a  strong  liking,  and  whatever 
may  have  been  the  man's  errors.  I 
think  It  was  impossible  for  anyone  to 
know  him  without  liking  him.  There 
was  something  immensely  engaging 
about  his  candid  manner,  his  pictur- 
esque speech,  his  manifest  sincerity, 
and  his  abiding  good  nature.  He  had 
traveled  and  read  much,  but  his  think- 
ing usually  showed  an  incomplete  oper- 
ation; his  original  education  had  been 
meager,  and  his  reading  superflcial,  I 
think.  As  for  that,  it  is  enough,  I  sup- 
pose, to  say  that  he  habitually  spoke 
of  anarchism  and  socialism  as  meaning 
the  same  thing,  which  is  as  if  one 
should  confound  the  north  pole  with 
the  south.  I  do  not  believe  that  Par- 
sons ever  entertained  the  thought  of 
harm  against  any  human  being,  for  I 
have  seldom  met  a  man  of  more  gen* 
nine  kindness  of  heart;  and  if  the  men 
he  denounced  had  been  in  actual  dan- 
ger before  him.  I  am  certain  he  would 
have  been  the  first  to  defend  them.  He 
had  rather  a  good  taste  in  poetry,  sang 
remarkably  well,  and  no  one  that 
passed  the  last  night  In  the  jail  will 
ever  forget  the  profound  and  almost 
unendurable  pathos  of  his  voice  echo- 
ing through  the  corridors  as  he  sang 
"Annie  Laurte.^^ 

(Continued  next  month.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


66 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


Will  Andrew  Carnegie  be  Able 

to  Squeeze  Through  into 

Heaven? 

An  up-State  paper  has  printed  the 
following  article  which  it  entitles  'The 
Msrstery  of  the  Man's  Conscience": 

"During  Augost,  1907,  there  has 
been  laid  with  imposing  ceremony  at 
The  Hague  the  cornerstone  of  a  great 
white  temple  of  peace.  It  is  emblem- 
atic of  love.  It  stands  for  the  recogni- 
tion of  universal  brotherhood.  It 
means  that  the  world  must  cease  from 
the  shedding  of  blood. 

"The  man  who  is  building  the  tem- 
ple is  Andrew  Carnegie. 

"During  July,  1892,  there  was  a 
strike  at  Homestead.  Men  had  de- 
manded waged  commensurate  with 
their  labor  aQd  bearing  some  fair  pro- 
portion to  the  profits  they  were  earn- 
ing for  the  master  of  the  mills  and 
furnaces.  But  the  master  jeered  at 
their  demands  and  scoffed  at  their  rep- 
resentations. He  imported  boat  loads 
of  armed  men,  and  the  Monongahela 
river  ran  red.  At  the  cost  of  human 
life  and  suffering  the  master  won,  and 
the  profits  grew  greater. 

''The  man  who  brought  about  the 
bloodshed  was  also  Andrew  Carnegie. 

^So  we  speak  of  the  mystery  of  a 
man's  conscience. 

"There  was  much  pomp  and  circum- 
stance at  The  Hague.  There  was  only 
bitterness  at  Homestead.  At  The 
Hague  were  acclamations.  Caps  were 
tossed  in  the  air,  bands  of  music 
played,  while  the  world  looked  at  the 
benevolent-faced,  gray-haired,  very 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  peace.  At 
Homestead  there  were  shots  and  flames, 
armed  men  trod  steadily  while  others 
looked  on  and  cursed,  and  the  world 
beheld  a  close-lipped,  denched-handed, 
very  ambassador  extraordinary  of  war. 

"And  these  two  men  were  one  and 
the  same." 

There  is  no  mystery  about  Mr.  Car- 
negie's conscience.  He  is  not  unlike 
many  another  man— Divine  Agent 
Baer,  for  example.  Mr.  Carnegie 
thinks  that  Ood  created  two  classes  of 
people  in  this  world:  the  ruling  class 
and  the  ruled  class.  Like  the  titled 
"gentleman"  in  Dickens'  'Tale  of  Two 
Cities,"  who  ran  over  a  child  while 
driving  furiously  to  his  dinner,  he 
thinks  that.  If  he  throws  a  shilling  to 


the  agonized  father,  he  has  done 
enough. 

We  have  no  moral  right  to  judge 
Mr.  Carnegie  harshly.  He  can  not  help 
being  what  he  is;  he  was  bom  that 
way.  To  be  sure  he  acted  very  badly 
at  the  time  of  the  Homestead  strike. 
He  even  retreated  before  the  storm  and 
went  over  to  Burope  and  let  the  impos- 
sible Prick  do  the  dirty  work  for  him. 
Now  he  wants  to  make  amends  and 
give  away  libraries  and  build  monu- 
ments to  peace.  Conscience?  He 
thinks  that  little  thing  can  be  ap- 
peased by  throwing  the  "shilling"  at 
tt,  as  the  noble  lord  threw  the  shilling 
at  the  father  of  the  child  he  killed. 

If  he  lived  to  be  as  old  as  Methuselah 
he  would  never  learn  rightly  the  story 
of  the  rich  young  man  of  the  New 
Testament  or  Christ's  assertion  that  it 
Is  more  diflicult  for  the  camel  to  walk 
through  the  needle's  eye  than  for  a 
rich  man  to  get  into  Paradise.  The 
apologists  of  Carnegie  of  the  present 
day  tell  you  that  Christ  meant  a  cer- 
tain gate  in  a  certain  city  called  the 
"Needle's  Eye,"  thus  throwing  out  a 
sop  to  the  rich  men  of  today  and 
making  them  believe  that,  after  all, 
even  without  repenting  of  the  evil  they 
have  done  in  early  life,  they  may  yet 
be  able,  on  a  pinch,  to  squeeie  through 
the  Golden  Gate.— Ific^^an  Labor  Ad* 
vacate. 


NOTICE. 

The  officers  and  members  of  Monroe 
Lodge  No.  60  wish  to  extend  their  most 
sincere  thanks  to  the  sister  lodges  for 
their  promptness  in  sending  in-  their 
tickets  for  the  affair  held  October  6th. 
Ticket  No.  8S6,  held  by  Mr.  B.  B.  Root, 
116  Clifton  street,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
section  foreman  on  the  P.  R.  R.«  was 
the  lucky  one. 

There  is  a  romance  in  every  lif^ — 
Disraeli, 


A  man  should  not  always  tell  all,  for 
that  were  folly;  but  what  a  man  says 
should  be  what  he  thinks,  otherwise 
'tis  knavery. — Montaigne. 

Do  something!  Be  something!  Tsks 
your  part,  not  content  to  be  no  better 
than  brute  beasts,  which  make  it  Uie 
chief  purport  of  their  lives  to  sleep  and 
feed.""— JpOttcm*. 
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Let  Something  Good  Be  Said. 

When  o'er  the  fftir  fftme  of  friend  or 
foe 
The  shadow  of  disgrace  shall  fall, 
instead 
Of  words  of  blame,  or  proof  of  thns 
and  80, 
Let  something  good  be  said. 

Forget  not  that  no  fellow  being  yet 
Ibty  fall  so  low  bnt  love  may  lift 
his  head. 
Bren  the  cheek  of  shame  with  tears 
l8  wet. 
If  something  good  be  said. 

No  generous  heart  may  vainly  torn 
aside 
In  ways  of  sympathy — ^no    soul    so 


Bnt  may  awaken  strong  and  glorified 
If  something  good  be  said. 

And  80  I  charge  thee  by  the  thorny 


And   by  the   cross   on   which   the 
Saylonr  bled. 
And  by  your  own  soul's  hope  of  fair 
renown. 
Let  something  good  be  said. 

—James  WMtcomb  Riley. 


The  JoTTBNAL  this  month  is  full  of 
letters     from    members    and     Grand 
Lodge  ofllcers,  all  expressing  identically 
the  same  sentiment  relative    to    the 
hardships  switchmen  endure,  the  in- 
ceased  cost  of  living,  the  age  limit, 
physical  examination,  personal  record, 
and  many  other  indignities  of  a  lesser 
degree  that  switchmen  are  subject  to. 
All  these  letters  should  be  read  care- 
Ifully,  for  they  all  show  that  switch- 
men are  very  much  under-paid,  and  all 
Ifumish  argument  why  they  are  at  this 
jtime  deserving  of  jin  increase  in  wages. 
ff^i^^aS^WSSStSiiTj  and  scientific  method 
have  80  increased  production  that  in  the 
United  States  the  queetion  meet  eager- 
ly  discussed  is:  *How  to  Prevent  Over- 
prodQction."    According  to  our  crude 
and  cruel  ideals  of  trade  there  is  in 
the  world  "too  much  wheat  and  com, 
too  much    cottony    too    much    woolen 
goods,   too   much    lumber,    too   many 
bricks,  too  much  iron  and  steel,  and 
too    much    of    everything    that    goes 
toward  the  comfort  of  human  beings." 


Remittance  Roll  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  October,  1907. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
October,  per  section  7  of  the  constitu- 
Uon: 

Oct  Ist— Lodges  13,  22, 102, 113, 121,. 

142,  176,  188.  191,  193,  203. 

Oct  2d— Lodges  5,  27,  32,  73,  88.  93,. 
98,  126,  173,  200. 

Oct  3d— Lodges  11,  16,  21,  28,  37,  38,. 
50.  62,  64,  74,  77.  83,  92,  104,  112,  115,. 

133,  141,  144,  151,  165,  162,  172,  179,. 
194,  226,  228. 

Oct  4th— Lodges  1,  26,  29,  34,  40,  41^ 
45,  46.  49,  66,  70,  78,  80,  82.  84,  89,  91, 
106,  108,  110,  116,  146,  162,  174,  176^ 
177,  183,  201,  229. 

Oct  6th— Lodges  2.  3,  6,  10,  18,  20. 
42,  56,  o7,  o9,  76,  96,  99,  107,  114,  129,. 

134,  138,  154,  166,  189,  198,  204,  206,. 
208,  218,  220,  222. 

Oct  7th— Lodges  4,  7,  8,  12,  14,  28,. 
30,  31,  36.  43,  64,  65,  75.  85,  90.  97,  101, 
105,  117,  118,  119,  125,  127,  147,  160,. 
180.  181,  182,  225. 

Oct  8th— Lodges  9,  16.  24,  25.  36,  47,. 
48,  58,  59,  67,  68.  71.  87,  95,  109,  137,. 

143,  158,  169,  178,  214,  224. 

Oct  9th— Lodges  39,  44,  51,  60,  61,. 
62,  6t>,  »4,  11, 135,  197,  209,  221. 

Oct  10th— Lodges  17,  19,  33,  53,  72.. 
79,  103,  149,  184,  190,  192,  199,  210, 
216. 

Oct  12th— Lodge  100;  report  arrived 
late  and  will  be  subject  to  fine  required 
per  section  41,  of  $4.00,  or  10c  per 
capita. 

Lodges  62,  184,  199  and  216,  whose 
reports  were  late  for  September,  have 
paid  fines  as  follows:  Lodge  62,  $21.60; 
Lodge  184,  $1.20;  Lodge  199,  $9.00; 
Lodge  216,  not  yet  paid. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 

1.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
overproduction  until  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  the  world  over  is  com- 
fortably clad,  living  in  a  comfortable 
home  with  h€»Jthful  surroundings,  and 
provided  with  sufficient  food  to  nour- 
ish the  body  proi)erly. 

2.  There  can  be  no  ecientifically  reg- 
ulated production  until,  approximately, 
all  waste  is  eliminated  from  our 
scheme  of  work. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMBN'S  UNION. 


Siai9m9iif  9f  GiaimM  paid  during  iha  manth  9f  OCTOBER,  1907. 

Id 

a 

No. 

NAMS. 

t 

PAID  TO. 

RIBIDKNCS. 

s 

847 

Sid  F.  H(Miing 

51 

Die. 

Sdf 

W.  Bay  Oity.Mio.  11,200 

860 

Geo.  Oouerj 

129 

Death 

|^.wife 

Soranton,  Pa. 

1.100 

863 

Qeo.  G.  Gr^htcm 

117 

Die. 

Ohicago,  m. 

1.200 

863 

A.  J.  Powers 

48 

Death 

Blisa,  mother 

Walkenrille.Ont. 

1,200 

864 

Wm.  H.  Nemojer 

99 

Death 

Mary  J.,  mother 

Buffalo,  N.  T. 

1,200 

868 

Jno.  0.  LsVeUe 

137 

Death 

<«              «( 

Beloit,  Wis. 

300 

869 

Michael  Eelle  j 

95 

Death 

«              «« 

Aflhtabnla.  0. 

600 

870 

Ira  Strait 

45 

Death 

Bfla  v..  wife 

Moncie,  Ind. 

1,200 

871 

Alfred  Bamaej 
Philip  N.  Duf^ 

25 

Death 

Elizabeth,  wife 

Liyiiig8toii,MoiL 

1,200 

879 

146 

DiB. 

Self 

Indi'mipolisjnd. 

^^ 

878 

Loais  J.  Dalj 

199 

Dis. 

Self 

Ohicago.  m. 

1,200 

876 

65 

Death 

BoMetta,wife 

Nottingham,  0. 

1,200 

877 

ThoB.  W.  OoUini 

166 

Death 

Famiie,  wife 

Mobile,  Ala. 

1.200 

879 

Joe.  T.  Tingle  J 
Ghas.  McAfee 

188 

Death 

M.  M.,  wife 

Dayton,  O. 

600 

509 

192 

Dii. 

Self 

E.  St.  lionis,  m. 

1.200 

$15,900 

Preyioasly  reported $799,221 

Paid  since  last  report. 15,900 

Donated  by  Ninth  National  Session  Third  Biennial  Oonyenticm. .      4,500 
Totid $819,621 

M$kn9whdgm$ni$  $f  Claim%  Paid  in  Sapfembar. 

W.  B.  Bennett,  Indianapolis,  Ind.«. $   800 

Ohas.  Oolehoose,  Ohicago,  111 1,200 

IdaJ.  Miller,  Peoria,  111 1,200 

Mary  B.  Qiddis,  Kansas  Oity,  Eans 1,900 

Barbara  Orider,  Detroit,  Mich 1,200 

KatT  Owens,  Lockport,  N.  T 600 

R.  B.  McOlanahan,  New  Orleans,  La 1,200 

Dixie  Prntsman,  Wilborton,  LT 1,200 

Catherine  Prindiyille,  Spokane,  Wash 600 

Mary  Wheeler,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 600 

Delia  Ryan,  Ohicago,  111 1,200 

PanlR.  Hein,  San  Antonio,  Tex 1,200 

Jno.  W.  Petersen,  Bock  Island  111 1,200 

Ada  Ward,  Eolze,  111 1,200 

Harriet  J.  OoUard,  Hammond,  Ind 1,200 


^d^j,6^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treeamrar. 


There  is  no  mystery  about  Mr.  Car- 
negie's conscience.  He  ifr  not  unlike 
many  another  man — ^Divine  Agent 
Baer,  for  example.  Mr.  Carnegie 
thinks  that  God  created  two  classes  of 
people  In  this  world:  the  ruling  class 
and  the  ruled  class.  Like  the  titled 
''gentlemftu"  In  Dickens'  'Tale  of  Two 
Cities,"  who  ran  over  a  child  while 
driving  furiously  to  his  dinner,  he 
thinks  that,  if  he  throws  a  shiUhig  to 


A  man  should  not  always  tell  all.  f9. 
that  were  folly;  but  what  a  man  sayi 
should  be  what  he. thinks,  otherwise 
'tis  knarery.— Ifontdiirne. 

Do  something!  Be  something!  Ttke 
ywir  part,  not  content  to  be  no  better 
than  brute  beaste,  which  make  it  the 
chief  purport  of  their  IItss  to  aleep  and 
feed.— Formr. 
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What  Can  the  Average  Workman  do  for  Welfare  of  His 
OiiMren  and  Grandchildren  ? 


"A  system  of  political  economy  will 
yet  dawn  which  will  perform  as  well  as 
promiea  Which  will  rain  the  riches  of 
nature  toto  tiie  laps  of  the  starving 
poor."— fifir  John  Byles. 
Do  you  believe  that  t^is  is  possible? 
What  are  the  conditions  which 
•tond  in  the  way  of  the  realization  of 
thlB  prophecy? 

Formerly  it  was  imposelble  of  fulfil- 
ment because  of  the  limited  produc- 
tion; because  those  things  necessary 
for  life— food  and  clothes — ^were  pro- 
duced with  difficulty  and  insufilciently. 
Today  machinery  and  scientific  method 
navo  80  increased  production  that  in  the 
yntted  States  the  question  most  eager- 
ly discussed  Is:  'How  to  Prevent  Over- 
prodnctloa"  According  to  our  crude 
^  cruel  ideals  of  trade  there  is  in 
«»  world  "too  much  wheat  and  com, 
^mtich  cottony  too  much  woolen 
^^  too   much    lumber,    too   many 

tot  ^^^^    o'    everything    that    goes 
^<^&rd  the  comfort  of  human  beings." 


Not  how  to  distribute  these  riches  of 
nature,  but  how  to  prevent  overproduc- 
tion, is  the  absurd  problem  which  ex- 
ercises the  commercial  wisdom  of  the 
age. 

If  we  would  understand  the  problems 
of  production  and  distribution,  we 
must  analyze  carefully  the  conditions 
wkich  prevail;  the  causes  which  lead 
to  the  so-called'  overproduction  and  the 
causes  which  retard  both  scientific  pro- 
duction and  equitable  distribution. 

As  a  preliminary  to  clear  thinking 
we  must  start  with  these  two  axioms: 

1.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as 
overproduction  until  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  the  world  over  is  com- 
fortably clad,  living  in  a  comfortable 
home  with  healthful  surroundings,  and 
provided  with  sufficient  food  to  nour- 
ish the  body  proi)erly. 

2.  There  can'  be  no  scientifically  reg- 
ulated production  until,  approximately, 
all  waste  is  eliminated  from  our 
scheme  of  work. 
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The  truth  of  the  first  axiom  need 
not  be  argued.  We  may  then  proceed 
to  the  question  of  waste  under  our 
present  system  of  production*;  we  may 
go  further  an<l  venture  the  assertion 
that  more  than  one-half  of  all  human 
effort  is  wasted.  We  find  this  loss  aris- 
ing: 

First.  Through  duplication  of  effort. 
Everywhere  men  are  spending  their 
days  ini  work  which,  organized  upon  a 
scientific  basis,  could  be  reduced  one- 
half,  ono-third,  one-fourth,  one-fifth  or 
even  one-tenth.  Take,  for  instance, 
New  York  City;  there  are  ten  times  as 
many  apothecaries  as  would  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  all  the  drugs  dis- 
pensed. There  are  along  the  same 
streets  of  New  York  at  least  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  of  shops,  furnish- 
ing supplies,  all  of  which  could  be  bet- 
ter selected,  more  economically  deliv- 
ered and  sold  at  a  vastly  cheaper  price 
from  central  depots  properly  estab- 
lished. In  this  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  shops  an  army  of  m«n  and  wo- 
men stand  in  many  of  the  smaller  ones 
through  twelve,  fourteen  and  even  six- 
teen long  hours  waiting  for  business. 
Three-fourths  of  their  labor  is  unpro- 
ductive, because  the  system  is  one- 
handed  down  from  the  booths  of  the 
barbaric  ages. 

Next  to  this  class  there  is  one  even 
more  formidable.  It,  too,  is  a  relic  of 
the  days  of  savagery,  when  the  compe- 
tition for  the  limited  supply  of  food 
was  so  violent  that  the  most  terrible 
crimes  were  committed  in  order  to  se- 
cure it.  Fully  one-fourth  of  the  entire 
population  of  the  world  is  employed  in 
enforcing  law.  Because,  through  the 
stupidities  of  our  system  ot  distribu- 
tion, there  remain  classes  of  people  so 
mlfiterable  as  to  be  willing  to  commit 
crime  !n  order  to  obtain  food  or  other 
property — this,  too,  at  a  time  when 
Uxeft  is  plenty  for  all,  when  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  any  man's 
plundering  his  neighbor  if  only  a 
trifiing  part  of  the  effort  now  spent  in 
the  law  were  concentrated  upon  work- 
ing out  a  scientific  system  of  distribu- 
tion. 

The  system  of  the  law  embraces  the 
standing  armies  of  the  world,  with 
their  endless  train  of  horrors.  Then 
come  the  police  forces  of  the  cities; 
then  the  array  of  sheriffs  and  con- 
stables, with  the  distressing  train  of 
miseries  which  follow   In  their  wake 


permitting  the  cunning  and  the  strong 
to  prey  upon  the  weak.  Then  come  the 
Judges  and  the  employes  of  the  courts. 
Finally  the  vast  array  of  lawyers — a 
profession  which  in  every  community 
absorbs  the  ablest  brains  and  those 
splendid  talents  which  should  be  given 
to  the  work  of  organization  and  pro- 
duction. If  the  United  States  could 
comprehend  the  loss  of  its  resources 
through  this  one  condition,  the  public 
would  stand  appalled.  Not  only  the 
loss  of  brains  whicA  should  be  other- 
wise engaged,  and  which  if  so  other- 
wise occupied  would  add  hundreds  of 
mill  lone  to  the  wealth  of  the  country, 
but  we  have  the  immense  tax  upon  in- 
dustry made  by  the  courts — the  time 
consumed'  by  manufacturers,  farmers, 
merchants  and  the  workers  generally 
in  preparing  and  conducting  law-suits. 
Add  to  this  the  energy  taken*  away 
from  its  legitimate  pursuits  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  defending  law-sujts,  made 
possible  through  the  complications  of 
the  law,  or  through  that  class  of  un- 
conscionable practitioners  of  the  law, 
so  well  recognized  in  every  community. 

Then  comes  another  class — ^that  of 
the  world's  idlers;  taking  pride  in  the 
fact  that  they  do  not  labor;  holding 
the  prejudices  of  the  savages  whose 
women  did  the  work  and  whose  war- 
riors loafed — this  class  still  believing 
that  idleness  is  a  badge  of  superior 
quality — this  class  which,  thanks  to 
the  power  of  the  modem  press,  is  being 
rapidly  diminished,  at  least  in  the 
United  States,  where  even  the  richest 
families  take  a  pride  in  having  their 
children  engaged  in  useful  pursuits. 

Lastly,  we  come  to  the  large  num- 
bers of  men  and  women  who  live  upon 
the  labor  of  others  by  taking  advan- 
tage, by  sharp  practice,  or  in;  ways 
more  legitimate  but  nevertheless  un- 
necessary under  any  proper  scheme  of 
organization. 

TLis  briefly  covers  the  four  classes 
whose  labor  is  lost  to  the  world.  We 
now  come  to  the  consideration  of  loss 
through  unscientific  methods  In  manu- 
facturing, in  farming  and  In  transpor- 
tation. 

The  great  trusts  are  rapidly  teaching 
us  what  can  be  done  by  concentration 
of  interests  In  the  hands  of  intelligent 
men.  The  financial  powers  which  con- 
trol these  institutions  seek  the  best 
brains.  No  one  man  is  allowed  to  have 
unlimited  sway.  The  consulting  boards 
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bring  to  bear  upon  th«  manager's  con- 
duct the  criticiem  of  their  united  wis- 
dom, while  the  execution,  in  order  to 
secure  greater  virility,  is  left  in  his 
hands.  Plants  in  unfavorable  locations 
are  abandoned,  old  machinery  is 
thrown  on  the  scrap-heap.  Every  effort 
is  concentrated  upon  producing  the 
maTJmnm  of  product,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity,  at  the  minimum  of  price. 

The  grain  in  crops  demonstrated  at 
agricultural  stations  as  the  result  of 
scieuitific  farming,  gives  an  idea  of 
what  the  world  is  losing  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  rapid  changes  in  railway 
methods  suggest  what  the  world  has 
yet  to  gain  in  transportation.  The  ac- 
complishment of  Birmingham  and 
other  English  cities  in  the  way  of 
ownership  of  public  utilittes.  and  the 
recent  scandals  in  New  York  municipal 
affairs,  point  the  way  to  other  future 
economies. 

Having  advanced  thus  far,  we  are 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  our  methods 
of  .distribution,  which  may  be  consid- 
ered under  three  heads: 

I'irst  The  discrimination  through 
purchased  legislation  in  favor  of  indi- 
viduals, permitting  the  accumulation 
of  vast  fortunes  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  The  methods  of  procedure  and 
the  causes  which  operate  to  secure 
these  illegal  results,  are  coming  to  be 
80  well  understood  that  they  need  not 
be  argued  here. 

Second.  The  comprehension  by  the 
general  public  of  the  axiom  that  the 
welfare  of  the  state  lies  In  the  pros- 
perity of  the  general  worker,  rather 
than  in  the  wiealth  of  the  few. 

Third.  The  power  of  public  opinion 
In  Insuring  the  rights  of  women  to  just 
wages,  the  rights  of  the  downtrodden 
to  protection,  and  generally,  th^  senti- 
ment against  sweatshop  methods,  child- 
labor  and  peonage,  in  whatever  form. 

Havinff  studied  the  defects  of  our 
civilization,  we  now  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  how  they  may  be  overcome. 
The  answer  is: 

First.  By  the  education  of  the  peo- 
ple: true  education,  not  along  the  lines 
handed  down  to  us  from  past  ages,  but 
education  in  that  knowledge  which  is 
of  most  worth,  v/bich  is  necessary  to 
right  tiiinking  and  Hght  living.  The 
results  of  our  educational  progress 
thus  far  may  be  measured  in  this  way: 
where  there  were  twenty  men  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  public  welfare 


fifty  years  ago,  there  are  today  a  hun- 
dred thousand — each  of  these  just  as 
intelligent,  just  as  earnest,  just  as  de- 
termined, as  was  any  cme  of  the  twenty 
half  a  century  ago.  As  education  en- 
lightens the  individual  to  dispel  dark- 
ness and'  errer,  the  world  must  pro- 
gress with  giant  strides.  Therefore, 
education  comes  first 

Second.  By  a  better  comprehension 
of  the  great  problems  of  organization 
in  your  children  and  your  children's 
children. 

Third.  By  increased  wisdom  in  leg- 
islation, insuring  the  equal  rights  of 
all  before  the  law;  removing  the  re- 
strictions upon  oonmierce,  simplifying 
legal  forms,  making  it  more  diflicult 
for  the  "sharper"  to  use  the  law  to 
harass  the  worker,  and  insuring  exact 
and  just  system  of  taxation. 

Fourth.  By  perfecting  the  transpor- 
tation of  parcels  and  passengers,  and 
bringing  the  cost  to  the  individual  to 
its  lowest  possible  terms;  permitting 
trade  to  be  conducted  at  the  least  cost 
and  the  denizens  of  the  great  cities 
to  reach  the  country,  and  add  the 
healthful  cultivation  of  small  pieces  of 
land  to  their  other  occupations. 

Lastly.  By  proper  organization  of 
social  intercourse — removing  the  sav- 
agery which  takes  no  account  of  tiie 
sufTerings  of  the  individual — establish- 
ing personal  relations  upon  the  plane 
of  highest  regard  for  the  rights  of 
others;  and  by  removing  that  tempta- 
tion' to  crime  which  is  so  largely  the 
creation  of  want,  and  which  could  not 
exist  if  comfort  were  brought  into  the 
lives  of  all. 

This,  in  brief  form,  is  the  statement 
of  our  national  problem.  What  can 
YOU  do  toward  the  accomplishment  of 
these  ends  for  your  own  sake,  for  the 
sake  of  your  children  and  of  your 
children's  children?— Jo  ?in  Brishen 
Walker, 


If  I  Knew  You. 

If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  i 
If  both  of  us  could  clearly  see, 
And  with  an  inner  sight  divine 
The  meaning  of  your  heart  and  mine, 
I'm  sure  that  we  would  differ  less 
And  clasp  our  hands  in  friendliness: 
Our  thoughts  would  pleasantly  agree 
If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me. 
— Nixon   Waterman,    in   Kansas    City 
Journal. 
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OKLAHOMA  SHOWS 

THE  WAY 


Government  by  Injunction  Abol- 
ished—Michigan   Should 
Follow  Suit. 


The  people  in  Oklahoma  have  ter- 
minated government  by  injunction. 
The  recently  adopted  constitution  of 
Ue  State  declares: 

"The  Legislature  shall  pass  laws  de- 
fining contempt  and  regulating  the 
proceedings  and  punishment  In  mat- 
ters of  contempt;  Provided,  That  any 
person  accused  of  violating  or  disobey- 
ing, "wlhen  not  In  the  presence  or  hear- 
ing of  the  court,  or  Judge  sitting  as 
such,  any  order  of  injunction  or  re- 
straint, made  or  entered  by  any  court 
or  judge  of  the  state,  shall,  before  i)en- 
alty  or  punishment  Is  Imposed,  be  en- 
titled to  a  TRIAL  BY  JURY  as  to  the 
guilt  or  Innocence  of  the  accused.  In 
no  case  shall  a  penalty  or  punishment 
De  imposed  for  contempt  until  AN  OP- 
PORTUNITY TO  BE  HEARD  IS 
GIVEN."     (Sec.  25,  Bill  of  Rights.) 

This  Is  the  first  instance  in  this 
country  In  which  government  by  in- 
junction has  been  terminated,  and  it 
Is  a  demonstration  that  the  pathway  to 
liberty  is  found. 

Oklahoma's  success  is  the  immedi- 
ate result  of  the  non»-partIsan  plan  of 
campaign  decided  upon  by  the  execu- 
tive council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  Septem- 
ber, 1901,  and  the  following  December 
proposed  to  the  A.  P.  of  L.  convention 
by  President  Gompers.  A  widespread 
questioning  of  nominees  for  public 
office  was  suggested,  the  interroga- 
tories to  be  for  the  restoration  of  the 
people's  rule,  with  co-operation  by  all 
citizens  who  oppose  machine  rule. 

In  Oklahoma  the  actual  work  was 
started  by  the  Twin  Territorial  Ped» 
eration  of  Labor,  which  secured  the 
co-operation  of  organized  farmers  on 
the  basis  of  unitedly  questioning  the 
candidates  for  the  establishment  of  the 
initiative  and  referendum,  and  the 
pledged  delegates  when  seated  in  the 
constitutional  convention  framed  not 
only  a  first-class  Initiative  and  refer- 
endum system,  but  voted  to  restore 
jury  trial,  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
declaration    from   the   bill    of   rights. 


Then  the  people  by  a  vote  of  three  to 
one  adopted  the  people's  rule  system 
of  government. 

Especially  note  that  it  was  the  poo- 
Pie's  representative  who  voted  to 
terminate  government  by  injunction. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  wait  and  use 
direct  legislation.  In  other  words,  the 
represeniatives  who  pledged  to  vote  to 
install  the  initiative  and  referendum 
were  real  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  therefore  voted  to  restore  Jury 
trial,  and  jthey  provided,  too,  that  ac- 
cused persons  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard. 

In  other  states  and  nationally  the 
same  program  is  under  way.  If  In 
any  state  or  nationally  the  represen- 
tatives who  are  pledged  to  the  initlar 
tive  and  referendum  through  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  organized  farmers  and 
organized  workingmen  refuse  to  re- 
store jury  trial  the  initiative  will  be 
used.  The  voters  can  be  depended 
upon  to  restore  jury  trial.  Self-inter- 
est demands  it 

It  is  clear  that  in  states  other  than 
Oklahoma  freedom  is  at  hand.  The 
autocratic  Russian  method  of  trial  and 
punisnment  which  now  exists  for  trade 
unionists  in  the  United  States  is  about 
to  be  changed.  In  the  national  and 
State  campaigns  the  candidates  who 
are  to  come  before  the  primaries 
and  conventions  of  the  parties  that 
have  not  yet  declared  for  the  people's 
rule  will  be  questioned,  "If  elected, 
will  you  work  and  vote  for  the  people's 
rule?"  This  will  raise  the  Issue  and 
most  of  the  candidates  will  pledge. 
Those  who  reiuse  can  easily  be  de- 
feated. The  people  at  the  primaries 
will  vote  for  the  pledged  candidates. 
Self-interest  will  cause  them  to  do  so. 
Later  the  nominees  for  the  legisla- 
tures, governorships  and  for  national 
offices  will  be  questioned.  This,  again, 
will  prevent  an  evasion  of  the  issue 
and  will  result  in  a  host  of  pledges. 
It  probably  will  win  the  fight  But  if 
it  should  not,  the  voters  on  election 
day  will  have  the  final  word.  Just 
what  that  means  was  shown  in  Ok- 
lahoma this  year.  In  Ohio  two  years 
ago,  and  last  year  in  the  congressional 
campaign.  In  53  congressional  dis- 
tricts the  nominees  who  refused  to 
pledge  were  defeated.  This,  too,  whrai 
the  public  knew  very  little  about  the 
Ininltative  and  referendum.  Today  it 
is    sweeping   the    country,    except    In 
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some  of  the  southern  stateB,  and  it 
follows  that  in  the  north,  east  and  west 
the  vote  for  restoration  of  the  people's 
rule  will  be  practically  unanimous. — 
Michigan  Union  Advocate. 


THE  COST  Of  LIVING. 


It  is  Estimated  to  Be  40  Per  Cent 
Higher  Than  Ten  Years  Ago. 

In  the  Independent  Mr.  Albert  Britt 
discoaseB  "The  Actual  Oost  of  Liying." 
The  title  itself  implies  that  much  that 
is  said  on  this  subject  is  misleading 
and  this  is  what  the  writer  undertakes 
to  show. 

As  an.  introduction  Mr.  Britt  men- 
tions the  fact  that  not  long  ago  the 
Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Labor  Stat- 
istics said  that  in  797  stores  in  Boston 
46,482  debtors,  or  about  7%  per  cent, 
of  the  population  of  the  city  were  on 
the  uopeless  list,  and  they  owned  over 
half  a  million  dollars.  It  is  not  to  be 
believed  that  all  these  people  are  dis- 
honest, they  have  simply  made  a  fail- 
ure in  the  struggle  to  make  both  ends-- 
meet 

In  two  bulletine  issued  last  year  by 
the  bureau  of  statistics  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  Labor  there 
was  a  comparison  of  the  cost  of  living 
and  average  income  in  1906  and  in  the 
period  of  1890  and  1899.  One  bulletin 
gave  prices  in  a  number  of  classes  of 
enumerated  over  the  former  period  of 
16.9  per  cent  A  later  bulletin  shows 
the  average  earnings  per  week  to  be 
14  per  cent  higher  in  1906  than  in  the 
period  from  1890  to  1899.  This  left 
the  cost  of  living  about  2  per  cent,  in 
the  lead. 

Mr.  Britt  does  not  think  that  this 
tells  the  whole  story.  It  does  not  show 
how  large  an  amount  of  our  annual  in- 
comes are  expended  for  one  or  another 
of  the  different  itema  He  endeavors 
to  supply  this  deficiency  from  figures 
furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  at 
Washington.  Households  to  the  num- 
ber of  26,446,  with  about  five  to  the 
family,  have  been  canvassed  and  show 
this  result :  The  average  anoiual  income 
per  family  is  $761.34:  average  expendi- 
ture, 1689.31;  difference,  161.73.  Of  the 
expenditures  $144.83  are  for  rent,  $87.63 
for  fuel,  $97.39  for  clothing,  $305.32  for 


food  and  $148.73  for  all  other  expenses. 
In  1906  the  family  spent  $71.28  mere 
for  food  than  in  1896;  $18.32  more  for 
clothing  than  in  1897,  and  $7.88  more 
for  fuel  and  light  than  in  1894. 

Dun's  Index  figures  a  considerable 
increase  of  1906  over  1906.  In  Dun's 
Index,  however,  rent  is  not  included, 
nor  are  taxes  or  the  principal  and  in- 
terest on  mortgages.  The  report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  for  April  of  this  year 
shows  that  during  1906  commodities 
to  the  number  of  268  had  reached  a 
higher  point  than  in  any  other  year 
since  1890.  The  average  was  6.6  per 
cent,  above  1906,  and  36.6  per  cent, 
above  1897,  the  year  of  lowest 
prices  was  1890.  Out  of  268  commo- 
dities only  two  snowed  a  decrease  since 
1903,  and  these  were  farm  products 
and  drugs.  It  is  objected  to  the  bul- 
letin of  the  Department  of  Couimeroe 
and  Labor  dealing  with  wages  tha^. 
they  are  translated  into  terms  of  focnl 
only,  to  the  neglect  of  the  other  ex- 
penses. The  results  reached,  are  there- 
fore attacked,  and  it  is  pointed  out 
that  Dun's  Index  figures  gave  60  per 
cent  value  to  the  food  products  to  25 
of  the  Labor  Bureau.  Mr.  Francis  B. 
Forbes,  in  whe  publication  of  the  Amer- 
ican Statistical  Society,  has  taken  the 
Labor  Bureau  increase  in  the  Index 
figure  of  29.2  and*  Dun's  of  38.7  since 
1897,  and  has  taken  a  mean  between 
i^em,  which  he  puts  at  36.6.  Hence 
Mr.  Britt  thinks  it  not  excessive  to  put 
the  cost  of  living  at  40  per  cent,  higher 
for  the  end  of  the  decade  closing  with 
the  present  year  than  it  was  at  the  be- 
ginning. It  he  is  correct  the  expenses 
of  living  have  increased  faster  on  an 
average  than  wages  and  this  is  what 
he  claims. — Courier-Journal. 


The  Silence  of  Theodore. 

'Tis  an  awesome  sound  that  the  break- 
ers make 
When  they   crash   on   a  rock-bound 
coast. 
And  the  desert  lion's  angry  roar 
Would  stop  the  heart,  almost. 
But  the  awfullest  sound  that  man  has 
heard, 
In  the  ages  that  we  know, 
Is  the  silence  of  Big  Stick  Theodore 
On  that  case  in  Idaho. 

— Clancartyy  in  Buffalo  Progress. 
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WILL  BE  SLAVES  NO  MORE 


More    Rapidly   than  Ever   Before  are  the  Shackles  Being 
Burst  from  the  Man  Who  Toils. 


Throughout  the  world  of  today  Is  a 
feeling  of  unrest.  Men  of  means  and 
wealth  have  visions  of  dark  and  bloody 
days  to  come  and  make  doleful  pre- 
dictions for  the  future.  On  the  other 
han4  there  is  a  growing  number  of 
men  and  women  who  look  forward  to 
far  better  days  than  the  masses  are  en- 
joying at  the  present  time.  What. is 
called  unrest  is  frequently  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  enthusiasm  and 
awakened  ambition.  This  may  mani- 
fest itself  in  intemperate  utterances 
and  indiscreet  strikes  that  are  expen- 
sive to  everybody  concerned.  The  at- 
tempts of  workingmen  to  better  them- 
selves are  frequently  criticised.  Any 
man  who  takes  the  side  of  the  working, 
man  and  defends  him  in  his  efforts  to 
improve  himself  and  his  fellow-work- 
ers is  roundly  denounced  as  an  "agi- 
tator" and  "undesirable  citizen."  But 
still  the  unrest  increases  and  on  every 
hand  manifestations  of  coming  changes 
are  evident.  Many  who  were  blind  yes- 
terday to  the  mighty  forces  at  work  in 
our  social  fabric  have  their, eyes  open 
today  and  see  clearly  that  the  world  is 
undergoing  a  change. 

No  Cause  for  Fear. 

That  mighty  revolutionary  forces  are 
at  work  and  that  great  changes  are 
pending  few  thinking  men  will  deny. 
But  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opin- 
ion regarding  whether  these  changes 
will  lead.  The  doleful  prophets  pre- 
dict disaster  and  ruin  to  be  the  inr 
evitable  result  of  the  aggre8slvene?s  of 
the  forces  of  labor.  Few  of  these  peo- 
ple ever  stop  to  consider  what  the  real 
motives  are  which  impel  men  to  be- 
come active  in  the  world  movements 
of  today.  They  condemn  without  hav- 
ing conception  of  what  they  are  con- 
demning and  all  the  while  the  general 
movement  continues  to  grow.  All 
efforts  to  check  Its  onward  march  are 
unavailing.  But  there  Is  no  cause  for 
alarm.     Activity  among  working  peo- 


ple betokens  well  for  the  future  of  this 
nation.  It  stimulates  thought  and 
develops  intelligenoe.  Liabor  left  free 
to  develop  its  problems  in  Its  own  way 
will  work  out  its  own  destiny.  Being 
the  foundation  spring  from  which 
everything  originates  there  is  no 
danger  of  the  world  going  far  wrong 
so  long  as  labor  holds  sway. 

Forces  at  Work. 

From  the  time  that  kings  reigned 
supreme  until  the  present  day  there 
has  always  been  a  certain  percentage 
who  cannot  conceive  such  a  thing  as 
a  government,  or  a  labor  union,  or  an 
organization  of  any  kind,  in  which  the 
will  of  the  rank  and  file  rules.  They 
seem  unable  to  grasp  the  conception  of 
a  so-oaNed  leader  who  in  reality  is 
merely  doing  the  will  of  the  majority 
Oi.  those  whom  he  serves.  Their  con- 
ception of  life  is  the  serf  or  slave  idea 
in  which  a  master  rules  over  large 
numbers  of  Inferior  men  and  women 
and  being  supposed  to  have  a  master 
mind  it  is  considered  that  he  is  bet- 
ter able  to  decide  for  his  slaves  what 
is  best  for  them  than  they  are  them- 
Felves.  But  In  the  gradual  evolution 
of  man  from  barbarism  to  the  present- 
day  civilization  the  slaves  and'  serfs 
have  risen  to  the  state  of  freedom  to- 
day enjoyed  by  labor.  However  far 
tais  may  be  from  actual  freedom  ft  is 
a  great  step  In  advance  from  the  time 
when  men  were  owned  as  property  in 
the  not  distant  past.  This  has  been 
possible  through  the  Increase  of  intel- 
ligence that  has  been  di^sseminated 
among  the  masses  of  the  people  wlio 
formerly  were  kept  in  Ignoranoe.  As 
intelligence  has  Increased  the  cause  of 
freedom,  independence  also  has  in- 
creased. With  the  increase  of  this 
spirit  the  slave  idea  of  mankind  has 
decreased.  No  longer  can  the  master 
rule  as  arrogantly  as  formerly.  The 
laborer  who  formerly  was  an  owned 
slave  now  has  something  to  say  about 
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the  conditions  under  wbich  he  sliall 
work  and  live.  It  \a  this  worki2^  class 
striYing  for  betterment  that  is  caus- 
ing the  upheaval  of  todAy.  The  rank 
and  file  are  at  the  bottom  of  it  all.  It 
is  their  thought  and  their  efforts  which 
in  reality  make  the  gigantic  labor 
movement  of  today  instead  of  the  hand- 
ful of  leaders  and  agitators  who  are 
held  responsible  for  it  all.  The  latter 
merely  put  into  words  what  thousands 
and  millions  are  thinking,  and  this  is 
the  secret  of  their  influence. 

Resist  SEBvrruDE. 

It  is  human  nature  to  resist  any 
force  that  has  a  tendency  to  reduce 
one  to  a  state  of  servitude.  To  be 
owned  by  others  is  repulsive  to  all  of 
us.  The  man  who  attempts  to  en- 
slave his  fellowmen  must  not  be  sur- 
prised if  he  meets  with  opposition. 
There  was  a  time  when  this  could  be 
done,  but  tue  world  is  rapidly  reach- 
ing a  point  of  development  when  tJie 
masses  will  not  tolerate  enslavement, 
althougb  it  still  exists  in  various 
forms.  The  slave  spirit  still  largely 
exists  among  the  employers  of  today 
and  the  spirit  of  servitude  character- 
istic of  the  slaves  of  old  is  still  quite 
marked  among  a  number  of  laborers 
who  are  supposed  to  be  free  men.  But 
the  spirit  of  independence  and  freedom 
is  growing,  and  there  is  an  increasing 
number  of  men  who  recognize  that 
they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  the  liberties 
that  hitherto  have  been  denied  them  by 
those  who  have  controlled  their  lives 
and  their  destinies.  Any  effort  made 
to  encroach  on  these  rig^its  and  liber- 
ties will  meet  with  greater  and  greater 
opposition,  and  this  is  Just  what  is  tak- 
ing place  today  in  a  great  many  of  our 
industrial  centers.  Much  of  the  spirit 
ot  unrest,  wliich  is  deplored  by  men,  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  natural 
and  Just  spirit  of  resistance  which  is 
aroused  in  the  breast  of  man  when  he 
is  being  robbed  of  rights  and  liberties 
for  which  he  and  his  forefathers  have 
struggled. 

Awakened  Ambition. 

It  has  been  the  custom  through  so 
many  ages  to  hold  out  to  the  toiler  as 
his  hope  for  better  things  something 
else  than  toil.  He  has  been  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  way  to  improve  him- 
self was  to  get  into  something  else 
than  the  labor  he  is  performing.  That 
he    could    hope    to    improve    himself 


where  he  was  has  been  considered  im- 
possible, and  the  result  has  been,  and 
is  largely  still  so  today,  that  the  ma- 
jority of  men  look  to  some  profession 
of  business  as  the  channel  through 
which  to  improve  themselves.  Evident- 
ly sight  is  lost  of  the  fact  that  most 
people  must  labor  and  that  if  all  were 
to  cease  doing  the  manual  forms  of 
work  there  would  very  soon  be  nothing 
left  for  others  to  do  but  starve  or  get 
out  themselves  and  do  the  very  work 
so  many  are  foolish  enough  to  despise. 
Without  woodsmen  and  sawmill  work- 
ers to  prepare  lumber,  the  millionaire 
and  others  would  have  to  get  out  and 
saw  their  own  lumber  when  they 
wanted  to  build,  and  so  on  with  every 
comfort  and  almost  every  necessity  of 
life. 

A  realization  of  the  absolute  ne> 
cessity  of  labor  to  produce  the  com- 
forts and  necessities  of  life  has  done 
much  to  establish  the  dignity  of  labor, 
and*  today  a  new  tfiought  has  taken 
possession  of  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  ambitious  young  workingmen  and 
working  women.  The  thought  is  to  im- 
prove themselves  in  the  line  of  work 
in  which  they  are  engaged.  The  work- 
ingman  has  an  ambition  awakened 
within  him  to  improve  himself  as  a 
workingman.  The  inventions  now  in 
use  make  this  dream  possible  and  he 
looks  for  the  day  when  he  will  actually 
toll  at  this  particular  work  fewer 
hours  and  get  larger  returns  than  most 
professional  men  are  getting  today. 
Within  him  is  awakened  a  deeire  for 
the  good  things  of  life.  He  has  a  de- 
sire that  his  children  shall  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  sufficient  schooling  to  fit 
them  for  lifeu  He  has  a  desire  for  a 
home  and  is  planning  on  establishing 
conditions  by  which  it  will  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  his  children  and-  grandchil- 
dren to  toil  their  entire  lives  away  in 
order  to  secure  a  home  of  their  own. 
He  dreams  of  a  larger  life  for  himself 
and  his  children  ae  the  young  man 
who  went  forth  to  work  himself  into 
some  profession  also  dreamed  of  the 
same.  There  is  a  growing  conviction 
among  an  ever-increasing  number  of 
workingmen  that  this  can  be  realiased 
by  the  workingmen  in  the  future,  and 
this  is  another  source  of  the  unrest 
of  today. 

Can  unrest,  having  its  basis  in  such 
motives  and  desires,  result  in  anything 
but  good? 
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Oboanization  NsCESdABT. 

In  the  attainment  of  these  ende  or- 
ganized labor  is  taking  the  lead.  More 
has  been  accomplished  in  the  direction 
of  reducing  hours  of  labor  and  increas- 
ing wages  through  organized  effort 
than  in  any  other  way.  This  being  so. 
it  is  natural  that  the  spirit  of  unrest 
prevalent  among  the  workingmen  of 
today  should  express  itself  in  organ- 
ized effort.  Organization  is  absolute- 
ly essential.  Without  that  little  head- 
way can  be  made  because  the  agencie3 
witn  which  labor  has  to  deal  are  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  compactly  or- 
ganized. This  leaves  the  unorganized 
worjcers  at  the  mercy  of  their  employ- 
ers, and  the  sweatshop  conditions  that 
exist  in  many  of  the  lai^e  factories 
and  enterprises  of  various  kinds  are 
ample  proof  of  what  results  from  such 
an  arrangement  To  prevent  further 
encroachment  ui>pn  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  labor  and  to  insure  a  fuller 
realization  of  the  higher  ideals  and 
ambitions  today  taking  hold  of  work- 
ingmen, a  compact  and  effective  or- 
ganizatlooi  of  the  forces  of  labor  is 
necessary. — Eureka  Labor  Newi. 


The  Dying  Scab. 

(Author  Unknown,) 

A  little  country  village  on  a  cold 
December  day,  there  came  a  drunken 
wanderer,  his  hair  was  turning  gray. 
His  hat  was  old  and  battered,  his 
clothes  were  rent  and  torn,  his  worn- 
out  shoes  let  in  the  snow  that  bitter 
winter  mom.  The  children  fled  from 
him  with  mingled  dread  and  hate,  the 
grown-up  ones  just  sneered  and  said 
the  scab  has  met  his  fate.  None  would 
give  him  succor  in  all  that  little  town, 
so  to  a  shed  he  wandered  and  on  the 
earth  lay  him  down.  His  strength 
was  spent  from  hunger,  his  days  were 
nearly  done,  and  thus  the  good  priest 
found  him  at  the  setting  of  the  sun. 
Aa  the  good  man  knelt  beside  and 
bowed  his  head  to  pray,  unto  the  peo- 
ple standing  near  the  dying  man  did 
say:  "In  this  very  little  village  long 
ago  I  used  to  live,  I  had  as  good  a 
home  and  wife  as  God  to  man  could 
give.  My  friends  were  numbered  by 
the  score,  I  was  liked  by  one  and  all, 
until  I  betrayed  the  union  men,  my 
pride  was  my  downfall.     I  started  in 


strikebreaking,  on  my  old  friends  I 
did  seal),  i  made  honest  men  desert 
their  cause  by  my  ready  wit  and  gab. 
I  did  the  boss'  bidding,  I  worked  from 
early  mom,  little  thinking  they  would 
turn  from  me  with  scorn.  But  now  1 
see  my  folly,  they  shun  me  with  a 
curse,  and  my  soul  is  rent  asunder 
by  anguish  and  remorse.  My  children 
have  deserted  me,  my  wife  did  the 
same  from  shame,  my  gray-haired 
father  cursed  me  because  I  disgraced 
his  name.  In  my  dreams  I  see  the 
children,  hear  them  crying  out  for 
bread,  hear  the  weeping  wives  and 
mothers  whose  loved  ones  had  then 
fled.  Fathers,  husbands,  sons  and 
brothers,  I  have  driven  from  their 
homes  by  my  shameless,  dirty  methods 
in  this  quiet  New  Haven  town.  My 
shame  I'd  flaunt  at  keen  distress,  for 
the  bosses  paid  me  well,  and  for  their 
filthy  money  I  have  sent  my  soul  to 
hell.  On  Sundays  I  would  go  to 
church  and  loudly  I  would  sing  and 
then  with  drink  I  would  drown  my  con- 
science when  its  warning  it  would 
ring.  But  now,  I  am  dying,  and  for 
paroon  dare  not  ask  from  the  Qod  I 
have  offended  by  my  misdeeds  in  the 
past  I  can  see  the  Imps  of  Satan 
leering  at  me  as  I  die.  God's  pity,  but 
I  used  to  dream  of  the  sweet  by  and 
by.  So  now  all  good  people  take  a  dy- 
ing scab's  advice  and  never  go  strike- 
breaking, regardless  of  the  price.  For 
the  bosses  will  do  you  dirt  when  the 
men  have  won  their  fight,  for  God  will 
never  see  them  lose.  He  knows  their 
cause  is  right.  So,  If  you  are  ever 
tempted,  no  matter  where  you  are 
from.  Just  remember  God-forsaken, 
heaven-abandoned  Tom." — Fair  Haven, 


The  Los  Angeles  Times  on  The 
Open  Shop. 

That  persistent  effort  hath  its  meas- 
ure of  reward,  Whether  directe'd  in 
channels  of  good  or  evil,  must  be  ad- 
mitted. No  better  illustration  of  this 
statement  might  be  presented  than  the 
launched  propaganda  of  H.  G.  Otis  and 
his  cohorts  through  their  infamous 
sheet,  the  Los  Angeles  Times,  in  their 
advocacy  of  the  so-called  "open  shop." 

The  "open  shop"  as  defined  by  the 
Times  is  a  shop  or  factory  open  solely 
to  unorganized  labor — ^men  who  have 
neither  the  manhood  to  assert  their 
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Independence  nor  the  courage  to  de- 
mand their  due. 

Note  if  you  will  the  construction 
put  upon  the  character  of  labor  organ- 
ization, the  answer  to  the  Timet*  own 
diatribe  of  abuse,  and  also  the  implied 
threat  of  boycott  toward  mill  or  fac- 
tory exercising  the  prerogative  of 
hiring  organized  men: 

"When  the  trouble  is  over,  there  are 
two  requisites  which  should  be  ob- 
serred.  It  will  be  a  foolish  thing,  and 
an  unjust  one,  if  the  right  course  is  not 
followed,  and  to  follow  the  wrong 
course  will  be  to  lose  all  fruits  of  vic- 
tory. 

"First,  the  ringleaders  who  stirred 
ap  this  trouble,  when  put  down,  should 
be  kept  down.  Every  man  of  them  who 
has  been  prominent  In  creating  trouble 
should  be  pushed  to  the  wall  and  then 
his  back  kept  there  for  all  time  to 
come.  No  quarter  should  be  shown  to 
these  rogues,  even  as  they  have  shown 
no  quarter  when  they  have  had  a  non- 
union man  in  their  power.  Their 
clamor  is  that  no  man  should  get  work 
but  their  followers  and  dupes.  Give 
them  a  big,  bitter  draught  of  their  own 
medicine.  Not  a  man  of  them  should 
be  taken  back  to  work.  Every  'leader,' 
every  offensive  person  among  the  lot, 
ahonld  be  denied  a  Job.  They  should 
all  be  blacklisted  and  their  names 
posted  in  every  place  of  employment  as 
dangerous  men  who  are  not  to  be  tol- 
erated in  any  shop,  mill  or  factory." 

Not  satisfied  with  this  anarchistic 
statement,  this  same  sheet  that  day 
after  day  pours  its  vilification  and 
abuse  of  organized  labor  upon  the 
public,  offers  this  measure  to  subdue 
the  spirit  of  liberty  in  those  who  seek 
to  better  their  conditions: 

"If  labor  unions  do  not  reform  them- 
selves, learn  what  the  eternal  laws  of 
Justice  and  the  fundamental  laws  of 
political  economy  are,  then  society  will 
take  the  matter  up  and  the  controversy 
between  it  and  walking  delegates  will 
not  be  long,  nor  the  result  in  doubt  for 
a  day.  Society  will  take  the  agitator 
to  represent  labor-unionism  as  a  whole, 
and  it  will  have  to  get  out  of  the  way 
and  out  of  the  world. 

"The  method  will  be  so  simple,  so 
effective,  so  prompt!  The  labor  union 
leader*  says:  'No  man  shall  work  un- 
less he  wears  the  totem  badge.  No 
goods  shall  be  bought  or  sold  which  are 


not  stamped  with  the  same  mark  of 
slavery.  Those  who  own  an  industrial 
plant  shall  hire  such  men  as  we  sup- 
ply, and  discharge  no  man  without  our ' 
consent  Nor  shall  these  men  have  any 
word  to  say  about  wages,  hours  or 
other  conditions  in  their  mills  and 
shops.  We  will  dictate  how  much  shall 
be  paid  for  all  work,  what  time  the  bell 
shall  ring  to  call  the  men  to  work,  and 
when  they  ehall  quit'  The  answer  of 
society  will  be:  Tour  program  is  both 
unjust  and  impossible.  We  will  hire 
hereafter  no  man  who  is  a  piember  of 
any  union.  We  will  exact  a  pledge  and 
enforce  it  by  a  penalty  that  our  em- 
ployes shall  never  Join  any  union,  that 
they  will  submit  all  complaints  to  us 
in  person,  and  as  individuals.  We  will 
use  nothing  henceforth  and  forever  that 
comes  from  any  factory  or  mill  em- 
ploying union  labor  of  any  kind.'  *' 

Fine  food  this  upon  which  to  feed  its 
large  and  somewhat  receptive  clientele. 
Chief  advocate  of  peonage  and  slavery, 
a  foe  to  those  measures  of  Justice  and 
liberty — the  referendum  and  recall; 
supporter  of  lax  immigration  laws;  an 
ally  of  corporation  greed  and  an 
avowed  enemy  to  the  man  who  toils — 
the  Los  Angeles  Timet  should  be  shown 
the  error  of  its  way  in  no  uncertain 
terms. 


The  Booster. 

The  booster  Is  the  man  with  a  smile 
at  all  times,  no  matter  how  the  vote 
stands,  for  or  against  his  motion;  he 
is  a  good  attender  at  the  councils  of 
his  order;  he  has  faith  in  the  order, 
and  good  argument  to  back  up  that 
faith;  he  gets  out  and  hustles  for  the 
beneilt  of  his  lodge;  he  says  what  he 
thinks  within  the  lodge  and  not  out- 
side; he  is  not  afraid  of  letting  the 
brothers  know  where  he  stands  on  all 
questions  before  the  lodge,  and  at  the 
same  time  is  willing  and  ready  to 
abide  by  the  will  of  the  majority;  he 
has  a  hearty  grip  and  a  friendly  word 
for  every  brother;  he  is  ready  at  all 
times  to  take  any  place  in  team  work, 
and  tries  to  impart  his  enthusiasm  to 
others.  Let  us  all  become  willing  work- 
ers in  the  Boosters'  Cluh.^Ehrmatis 
Herald, 


A  union  label  broom  sweeps  clean. 
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YOU  CANT  DISCOUR- 
AGE A  SPIDER 


He  Has  Two  Splendid  Qualities 
Industry  and  Determination 


Every  woman  who  takes  care  of  her 
own  house  knows  that  the  determined 
little  apider,  hanging  his  wonderful 
webs  in  every  comer,  is  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged. She  may  sweep  him  and  his 
cobwebs  from  her  ceiling  corners  every 
day,  but  the  next  day  he  is  busily  mak- 
ing more,  spinning  with  wonderful 
patience  the  fine  silken  ropes  from  in- 
side him  and  deftly  running  them  from 
one  comer  to  another,  till  he  has  made 
a  structure  equal  to  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge  as  an  engineering  feat,  and 
more  beautiful  than  any  creation  of 
wood  or  steel  that  man  can  make. 

When  the  big  broom,  which  he  has 
come  to  regard  as  his  implacable  foe, 
appears  he  backs  away  into  a  comer 
and  watches  gloomily  while  his  web  is 
destroyed. 

He  is  doubtless  annoyed  and  im- 
patient. The  broom  he  regards  is  an 
awful  implement  of  destruction,  wield- 
ed by  some  ruthless  being,  who  has  no 
other  object  in  life  than  to  tear  down 
what  others  have  built  up,  merely  to 
satisfy  a  passing  whim. 

But  as  soon  ae  the  broom  has  van- 
ished and  enough  time  has  passed  to 
make  it  probable  that  this  day's  work 
of  the  monster  is  done,  he  comes  out 
of  his  comer,  inspects  the  ground  and 
promptly  begins  another  web. 

This  he  will  continue  to  do  as  long 
as  he  has  any  line  in  his  factory.  When 
the  supply  is  exhausted  he  must  wait 
until  a  fresh  supply  can  be  manufac- 
tured, which  lie  does  with  much  im- 
patience, and  with  very  111  grace. 

To  the  spider  his  web  means  a  great 
deal — ^as  much  as  the  tools  to  a  car- 
penter, the  net  to  a  fisherman,  or  the 
great  factory  or  business  house  or  rail- 
road, from  which  the  business  man 
gets  his  livelihood. 

But  when  it  is  suddenly  brushed 
away  he  wastes  no  time  bemoaning  his 
fate,  blackguarding  his  enemies  or  cry- 
ing out  pathetically  that  he  has  not 
had  a  fair  chance  and  can't  be  expected 
to  do  anything  against  such  heavy 
odds. 


He  merely  goes  to  work  AND 
BUILDS  HIS  WEB  AGAIN,  shifting  to 
a  new  place  each  time,  and  KEEPS  ON 
BUILDING  till  he  finds  some  spot  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  broom,  where 
he  can  begin  his  trade  of  gathering  in 
flies. 


Notice  the  spiders  you  see  glowering 
by  their  webs  or  hurrying  across  the 
floor  and  you  will  see  that  they  are  all 
fat,  strong  and  apparently  in  the  best 
of  health. 

The  quality  of  determination  counts. 
Despite  the  spider's  hard  luck  he  gets 
his  living  out  of  a  world  that  is  peo- 
pled with  his  enemies— -gets  a  fairly 
good  living,  and  has  as  good  a  time  as 
it  is  granted  to  spiders  to  have.  A  man 
who  can  do  as  much  as  that  is  un- 
usually fortunate. 


But  men,  unluckily,  are  not  always 
gifted  with  DETERMINATION. 

Even  the  industrious  are  often  very 
easily  discouraged— very  likely  to 
think  they  are  victims  of  fate  or  are 
conspired  against.  Nothing  is  easier 
than  to  give  up,  after  three  or  four 
failures.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to 
make  up  your  miind  you  CANNOT  do 
anything  important  or  worm  while, 
and  so  settle  into  a  narrow  little  mt, 
watching  others  outstrip  you  with  a 
dull  resolution  which  is  mistaken  for 
wise  philosophy. 


Determination  in  a  character  pre- 
vents discouragement — prevents  the 
loss  of  self-respect  that  might  come 
with  repeated  failure.  The  spider  is 
deserving  of  no  praise  for  possessing 
it,  for  he  gets  it  by  instinct,  which  he 
Inherits. 

Many  human  beings  are  Dora  deter- 
mined— grow  up  with  a  will  that  is  not 
to  be  denied,  and  as  by  instinct  insist 
on  getting  what  they  want  until  other 
men  come  to  oelieve  it  is  only  right  to 
give  them. 

But  anyone  can  CULTIVATE  DE- 
TERMINATION. Even  the  weakest 
willed  of  creatures  can  rise  above  fail- 
ure and  discouragement  and  KEEP  ON 
TRYING  till  he  gets  some  kind  of  suc- 
cess. 

Most  people  have  to  begin  by  con- 
quering laziness;  the  average  human 
being  is  just  as  lazy  as  HE  DARES 
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TO  BE;  but  fully  as  neceesary  as 
habito  of  industry  is  the  settled  pur- 
pose to  do  what  you  have  started  out 
to  do,  despite  all  the  bad  luck  that 
may  come  to  turn  that  purpose  aside. — 
New  York  Evening  Journal, 


liribor's  Work  for  the  General 
Welfare. 

In  the  progress  of  effort  for  the  bet- 
terment of  humankind,  the  trade  union 
movement  has  ever  been  a  most  potest 
factor  iA  the  accomplishment  of  re- 
mits for  the  general  welfare;  and  the 
history  of  this  country  bears  splendid 
tribute  to  the  untiring  and  unselfish 
effort  of  the  men  of  labor  for  the  com- 
mon good.  Indeed,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  influence  whidi  it  has 
brought  to  bear  on  the  problems  of  the 
day  aided  materially  in  a  proper  under- 
standing and  correct  solution  of  those 
problems. 

There  are,  however,  many  intelli- 
gent and  well-meaning  persons  who  be- 
lieve that  tne  labor  movement  is  a  self- 
ish movement,  composed  of  narrow- 
minded  individuals  opposed  to  personal 
liberty  and  the  exercise  of  all  the  in- 
alienable rights — individuals  whom 
they  imagine,  meet  in  secret  for  the 
purpose  of  stopping  the  wheels  of  in- 
dustry and  retarding  the  growth  of  the 
nation.  Labor,  they  say,  is  not  con- 
servative, because  it  is  unjust  in  it? 
demands  and  radical  in  its  methods. 

Of  course  labor  is  radical,  but 
radical  in  that  conservatism,  if  you 
please,  which  believes  in  the  ideals  of 
the  free  men,  free  government,  free  in- 
stitutions; radical  in  the  belief  that 
equal  Justice  and  the  recognition  of 
the  rights  and  duties  of  man  to  man 
are  the  basic  principles  of  conduct  in 
the  affairs  of  men  ;  radical  in  the  belief 
that  a  government  of  the  people  de- 
rives its  life,  power  and  perpetuity 
from  the  people;  radical  in  the  belief 
that  a  share  in  the  duties  of  citisenr 
ship  and  a  participation  in  the  conduct 
of  government  are  essentially  a  part  of 
the  day's  work. 

For  these  things  labor  stands  and 
has  always  stood.  For  these  things 
labor  has  led  Its  hosts  in  united  effort. 
For  these  things  labor  is  striving  and 

will  continue  to  strive. 
The  critics  of  organized  labor  seem 

to  forget,  or  perhaps  fall  to   realize, 


just  what  labor  has  done  for  the  gen- 
eral good  during  a  century  and  more. 
The  value  of  it0  influence  for  the  cause 
of  education  is  inestimable.  It  has  ad- 
vocated and'  hBB  succeeded  in  enacting 
laws  which  made  it  possible  for  every 
child  to  secure  an  education  at  the 
public  expense.  Although  John  Adams 
wa^  instrumental  in  having  incorpor- 
ated into  the  conMitution  of  Massachu- 
setts in  1780  a  clause  providing  for  a 
system  of  education  at  the  public  ex- 
pense it  was  the  trade  union  movement 
which  made  such  a  system  practicable 
and  not  a  dead  letter. 

The  inspiration  for  a  system  of  free 
public  education  came  from  the  fact 
that  FYanklin  and  Adcuns,  while  in 
France  in  1778,  ascertained  that  the 
guilds  of  France — the  trade  unions  of 
their  day — had  such  a  system,  which 
Franklin  deemed  best  suited  to  the 
needs  of  the  young  republic  whose 
cause  he  and  '  Adams  represented. — 
Peter  W.  CoUins  in  Boston  Sunday 
Globe, 


federal  Injunctions  Jolted -La- 
bor's Contention  Justified. 

Organised  labor  is  aware  how  un- 
willing, reluctant,  and  unfair  Congress 
and  most  of  the  legislatures  have  been 
in  the  treatment  of  the  vital  and 
fundamental  question  of  government  by 
injunction,  which  involves  the  denial 
to  strikers,  pickets,  sympathizers,  and 
others  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and 
the  possibility  of  punishment  for  con- 
tempt at  the  whim  of  the  court  for 
actions  perfectly  legitimate — actions  no 
jury  would  ever  declare  criminal  or  un- 
lawful. 

During  many  years  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  central  and 
local  organizations  of  labor  fought 
hard  for  the  limitation  of  the  use  of 
the  Injunction  and  the  vindication  of 
law  and  justice.  For  this  we  and  they 
have  been  denounced  by  politicians  and 
newspapers  of  a  certain  class  as 
enemies  of  the  courts,  disturbers  of 
the  peace,  seekers  of  special  privileges, 
and  what  not.  We  have  been  told  that 
the  judges.  State  and  Federal,  have 
done  nothing  by  their  injunctions,  con- 
tempt cases,  and  arbitrary  sentences  to 
which  a  law-abiding  American  should 
take  exception;  that  labor  has  been 
treated  as  all  other  classes  are  treated. 
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and  that  everything  is  for  .the  best  in 
this  best  of  all  possible  injunction- 
governed  worlds. 

Some  of  the  highest  public  ofUcials 
have  admitted  that  the  injunction  pro- 
cess has  been  abused  in  labor  cases, 
but  they  would  not  recommend  any 
remedial  legislation  save  as  regards 
notice  and  a  hearing  on  application  for 
restraining  writes  in  "non-emergency" 
cases.  We  have  not  thanked  them  for 
such  small  and  doubtful  favors,  espe- 
cially since,  in  truth,  their  proposals 
would  legalize  and  sanction  the  abuse 
of  injunction  rule  and  make  our  last 
state  worse  than  our  first 

Recently  another  chapter  has  been 
added  to  the  literature  of  the  injunc- 
tion question.  It  is  a  very  instructive 
and  interesting  chapter.  Labor  should 
take  it  to  heart  and  profit  by  it 

We  refer  to  the  recent  so-called  State 
Federal  war  over  the  rate  reduction 
laws  and  the  terms  of  settlement  that 
have  been  negotiated  in  spme  of  the 
States— notably  North  Carolina,  Ala- 
bama and  Virginia.  There  are  pluto- 
cratic editors  who  say  that  the  United 
States  has  ignominiously  surrendered; 
that  the  President  has  missed  a  great 
opportunity  to  emulate  Jackson;  that 
the  South  is  again  threatening  seces- 
sion and  preaching  sedition  and  nullifi- 
cation, and  that  the  Southern  gov- 
ernors have  acted  wildly  and  •^adly.*' 
Plenty  of  abuse  has  been  heaped  upon 
the  head  of  Governor  Glenn  and  not  a 
little  upon  that  of  Governor  Comer. 
But  they  laugh  best  who  laugh  last, 
and  they  have  won  and  have  the  laugh 
over  the  rash  defenders  of  nullification 
by  injunction. 

Our  readers  know  the  essential  points 
in  the  controversy.  At  any  rate,  this 
is  not  the  proper  place  for  a  review  of 
the  merits  of  the  several  controversies, 
or  for  the  expression  of  definite  opin- 
ions concerning  the  propriety  of  the 
course  of  the  Southern  executives.  But 
the  fact  that  compromises  have  been 
forced  on  Injunction-mad  judges,  usurp- 
ers who  claim  the  power  to  ^nispend 
State  statutes  without  even  ruling  on 
their  constitutionality,  to  restrain 
State  railroad  commissions  from  com- 
pleting legal  functions  and  duties,  or 
from  publishing  orders  or  announcing 
decisions  reached  after  patient  inquir- 
ies, to  treat  State  legislatures  and  State 
courts  with  contempt  and  grant  injunc- 
tions on   ex  parte  testimony  of  the 


windiest  and  most  worthless^iharacter, 
to  declare  penal  sections  of  State  laws 
unreasonable,  without  regard  to  the 
purposes  of  the  laws  themselves^  just 
because  these  sections  have  "teeth"  fuid 
are  really  effectual — ^this  fact,  we  say, 
is  cheering.  Inspiring  and  significant 

The  Federal  courts  have  long  needed 
such  a  lesson.  They  have  been  en- 
croaching, meddling,  adding  to  their 
powers,  acting  in  arrogant,  high-handed 
ways  and  assuming  to  be  the  whole 
government  They  have  not  only  been 
enlarging  their  Jurisdiction,  but  chang- 
ing the  character  of  the  weapons  In- 
trusted to  theuL 

Public  sentiment  in  the  South  would 
not  tolerate  such  usurpation  and  inva- 
sion, and  the  Judges  of  the  Pritchard 
t3rpe  have  had  to  capitulate,  with  their 
corporate  clients  and  owners.  They 
have  been  reminded  of  the  fiu^t  that  at 
times  the  people  make  the  laws  for  the 
courts,  and  that  this  country  is  not  yet 
an  oligarchy  of  plutocrats  and  their 
judicial  servants. 

Injunctions  in  labor  cases  are  even 
less  defensible  than  those  which  pro- 
voked the  Indignation  of  the  South  and 
resulted  in  the  successful  protest 
against  judicial  invasion  and  tyranny. 

An  equally  powerful  sentiment  An 
organized  opposition,  a  vigorous  and 
sustained  protest  on  the  part  of  all  the 
organized  workers  and  their  Justice- 
loving  friends  canont  fall  to  produce  a 
like  result  in  the  sphere  that  dlreetty 
concerns  labor.  The  injunction  abase 
must  go,  and  labor  must  recover  its 
constitutional  rights.— Amerlcon  Feder- 
atianiBt. 


Heroic   Deed   of  a  Locooiotive 
Fireman. 

Phzladslphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  23. — Locomo- 
tive Fireman  Rutledge  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore  A  Washington  Railroad 
is  the  hero  of  the  day  among  the  125,- 
000  employes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road. For  risking  his  life  to  save  that 
of  a  little  child,  Rutledge  has  been 
commended  by  General  Superintendent 
B.  F.  Brooks.  President  McCrea  and 
General  Manager  Atterbury  have  also 
recognized  the  fireman's  act  of  bravery, 
which  was  noteworthy  enough  to  at- 
tract attention  even  in  a  field  of  duty 
where  quick  thought  and  action  are 
merely  part  of  the  day's  work. 
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While  firing  the  engine  of  a  stone 
train  mmbling  along  the  track  near 
Port  Deposit,  Maryland,  Rutledge  saw 
a  small  child  playing  between  the  rails 
a  short  distance  ahead.  The  brakes 
could  not  be  applied  in  time  to  avert  a 
catastrophe,  for  the  approaching  train 
had  scared  the  little  one,  and  instead 
of  getting  out  of  the  way  he  fell  on 
the  track. 

In  making  his  way  along  the  board, 
and,  with  a  flying  f^rt  from  the  front 
of  the  engine,  rea&ing  the  child,  and 
grabbing  it  out  of  harm's  way  before 
the  train  passed,  the  fireman. occupied 
rather  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell 
about  It. 

This  is  why  Charles  H.  Rutledge, 
2408  West  Third  street,  Chester,  Pa., 
has  received  what,  to  a  railroad  man,  is 
the  same  as  the  thanks  of  Congress.** 


American  federation  of  Labor. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct  12,  1907. 
To  All  Organized  Labor,  Greeting: 

All  thinking  men  inclined  to  fair- 
ness and  justice  realize  the  abuse  of  the 
injunction  process  as  administered  by 
judges  in  courts,  and  this,  too,  of  the 
municipal,  state,  as  well  as  the  federal 
courts.  All  labor  has  been  compelled 
to  give  this  eubject  its  deepest  couh 
siderati(Mft  and  concern. 

The  conventions  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  have  frequently 
dealt  with  this  eubject  and  sought  re- 
lief. The  last  convention  of  the  A.  P. 
of  L.,  held  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  un- 
animously adopted  the  following: 

There  is  no  tendency  0o  dangerous 
to  personal  liberty,  so  destructive  of 
free  institutions  and  of  a  republican 
form  of  government  as  the  present 
mieuse  and  extension  of  the  equity 
power  through  usurpation  by  the 
judiciary;  and  we  therefore  urge  the 
speedy  enactment  of  the  Pear  re  (anti- 
injunction)  bill  into  law,  and  we 
further  recommend  that  candidates, 
for  legislative  or  judicial  positions  be 
carefully  investigated  as  to  their  past 
acts  and  interrogated  as  to  their  posi- 
tion on  this  matter  before  they  be 
given  any  support,  and  that  those  who 
from  their  actions  or  their  expressions 
are  deemed  unsound  b^  regardless  of 
any  other  question,  repudiated. 

In  view  of  elections  being  held  in 
several  parts  of  our  country  for  both 


legislative  and  judicial  offices,  it  is 
submitted  that  it  is  the  duty  of  our 
feUow-workers  to  take  the  initiative 
and  necessary  action  as  will  carry  the 
purpose  of  this  unanimous  expression 
of  organised  labor  into  efltect. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  copy  of  the 
Pearre  bill  upon  which  candidates  for 
judicial  or  legislative  office  should  be 
pledged,  repudiated  or  opposed. 

Sincerely  hoping  that  prompt  aoid 
effMtive  action  in  the  interest  of  labor 
and  justice  to  all  may  be  taken*  we 
are.  Fraternally  yours, 

Samuel  Qompkbs, 

Preeident, 
Attest: 

Frank  Mosbison, 

tiecretarjf. 
James  Duncan, 

Firgt  Vioe-Pres, 
John  Mitchell, 

Second  Vioe-Prea, 
Jambs  O'Connkll, 

Third  Vice-Prea. 
Max  Mobbis, 

Fourth  Tioe-Pres, 
D.  A.  Hates, 

Fifth  Vioe-Prea. 
Daniel  J.   Kebtb, 

Sixth  Vice-Prei. 
Wm.  D.  Hubeb, 

Seventh  Vice-Pre$, 
Jos.   F.  Valentine, 

Eighth  Vice-Pres. 
John   B.  LiEnnon, 

Treoiurer. 
Executive    Council   American   Federar 
tion  of  Labor. 
By  order  of  the  Minneapolis  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, 


A  BILL 
To   Regulate   the   Issuance   of   Re- 

STBAING    OBDEBS    AND    INJUNCTIONS 
AND     PbOOEDUBB    THSBBON     AND    TO 

LOOT    THE    Meaning    of    "Con- 
spibaot'*  in  Cebtain  Cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.  That  no  restrain- 
ing order  or  injunction  shall  be 
granted  by  any  court  of  the  State  of 

,  or  a  judge  or  the  judges 

thereof,  in  any  case  between  an  em- 
ployer and  an  employe,  or  between  em- 
ployers and  employes,  or  between  em- 
ployes, or  between  persons  employed 
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to  labor  and  persons  seeking  employ- 
ment as  laborers,  or  between  persons 
seeking  employment  as  laborers,  or  in- 
volving or  growing  out  of  a  dispute 
concerning  terms  or  conditions  of  em- 
ployment, unless  necessary  to  prevent 
irreparable  injury  to  pTOjferty  or  to  a 
property  right  of  the  party  making 
the  application,  for  which  injury  there 
is  no  adequate  remedy  at  law,  and  such 
property  or  property  right  must  be 
particularly  described  in  the  applica- 
tion, which  must  be  in  writing  and 
sworn  to  by  the  applicant  or  by  his, 
her,  or  its  agent  or  attorney.  And  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Act  no  right  to 
continue  the  relatioo  of  employer  and 
employe  or  to  assume  or  create  such 
relation  with  any  particular  person  or 
persons,  or  at  all,  or  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness of  any  particular  kind,  or  at  any 
particular  place,  or  at  all,  shall  be 
construed,  held,  considered,  or  treated 
as  property  or  as  constituting  a  prop- 
erty right. 

Sec.  2.    That  in  cases  arising  in  the 

courts  of  the  State  of , 

or  coming  before  said  courts,  or  be- 
fore any  Judge  or  the  Judgee  thereof, 
no  agreement  between  two  or  more  per- 
sons concerning  the  terms  or  condi- 
tions of  emiplojrment  of  labor,  or  the 
assumption  or  creation  or  termination 
of  any  relation  between  employer  and 
employe,  or  concerning  any  act  or 
thing  to  be  done  or  not  to  be  done  with 
reference  to  or  involvling  or  growing 
out  of  a  labor  dispute  shall  constitute 
a  conspiracy  or  other  criminal  offense 
or  be  punished  or  prosecuted  as  such 
unless  the  act  or  thing  agreed  to  be 
done  or  not  to  be  done  would  be  un- 
lawful if  done  by  a  single  individual, 
nor  shall  the  entering  into  or  the  carry- 
ing out  of  any  such  agreement  be  re- 
strained or  enjoined  unless  such  act  or 
thing  agreed  to  be  done  would  be  sub- 
ject to  be  restrained  or  enjoined  under 
the  provisions,  limitations,  and  defini- 
tion contained  In  the  first  section  of 
this  Act. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  Acts  and  parts  of 
Acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  are  hereby  repealed. 


HIGH  COST  OF  LIVING. 


Bureau  of  Labor  at  Washington 
Furnishes  Queer  Statistics. 


"When  you  find  yohse^f  tempted  to 
mix  up  In  other  people's  affairs."  said 
Uncle  Eben  /'Jes'  go  to  a  ball  game  an' 
notice  de  unpopularity  of  de  umpire." 
—Washington  Btar. 


By  way  of  consolation  for  the  high 
cost  of  living  the  Bureau  of  Labor  at 
Washington  assures  wage-workers  that 
their  pay  last  year  Increased  one-third 
faster  than  the  prices  of  their  food. 
To  quote. its  exact  figures,  In  the  prin- 
cipal Industries  of  the  country  the 
average  weekly  earnings  of  each  em- 
ploye In  1906  were  3.9  per  cent,  greater 
than  In  1905,  while  the  retail  prices  of 
food  for  representative  worklngmen's 
families  were  only  2.9  per  cent  higher 
than  in  li)05,  says  the  New  York 
World, 

Statisticians  love  exact  conclusions 
and  government  officials  flattering  re- 
ports. But  what  useful  information  do 
they  contribute  by  striking  the  average 
of  prices  of  pickled  pork,  evaporated 
apples  and  fresh  fish,  which  different 
households  consume  In  different  quan- 
tities and  some  not  at  all?  How  can 
they  select  forty  from  the  thousands 
of  Industries  In  the  United  States  for 
comparison  of  wages  with  cost  of  living 
and  Issue  any  sweeping  generalization 
as  to  price  tendencies  that  will  com- 
mand respect? 

With  truly  exemplary  discretion  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  has  not  considered  the 
circumstances  of  the  millions  of  sal- 
aried men  and  women — clerks,  sales- 
men, bookke^ers  and  others — working 
for  fixed  weekly  pay.  What  comfort 
has  It  to  offer  them  by  comparing  their 
salaries  with  the  higher  or  lower  cost 
of  dried  fruit  or  fish? 

There  Is  one  Infallible  source  of  facts 
that  the  painstaking  gentlemen  who 
edit  government  tables  fall  to  consult. 
That  Is  the  plain,  everyday  house- 
keeper who  out  of  her  weekly  allow- 
ance buys  the  dally  provisions  for  the 
family.  She  may  not  have  a  precise 
knowledge  of  fractional  percentages  or 
of  any  Industry  outside  her  own  home, 
but  If  asked  for  her  personal  experi- 
ence she  could  sUte  with  certainty 
that  month  by  month  and  year  by  year 
it  has  been  growing  harder  under  the 
excessive  rise  in  prices  to  make  both 
ends  meet— Michigan  Labor  Advocate, 
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A  NEW  AUTOMATIC  STOP  SIG- 
NAL  SYSTEM. 

The  editor  of  the  Joubnal  Is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  communication  from  H.  L. 
Rider  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  in  which  he  out- 
lines an  invention  designed  to  auto- 
matically stop  a  train  which  happens 
to  enter  a  block  signal  system  that  is, 
at  the  time,  occupied  by  another  train. 
The  letter  in  question  reads  as  follows: 

Oil  City,  Pa.,  Oct  3,  1907. 
Mr,  F.  M.  Caasidy,  Editor,  326  Brisbane 
Building,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.: 

Deab  Sis — ^Referring  to  our  commun- 
ications, I  beg  to  enclose  blue  print 
without  the  technical  references,  to- 
gether with  specifications  and  some 
general  notes,  relative  to.  my  Electro- 
Mechanical  Controlling-Signal  and 
Automatic  Train-Stopping  System,  pat- 
ented June  5.  1907.  I  trust  that  you 
may  be  able  to  give  this  matter  a  good 
write-up  and  description  for  the  rail- 
road fraternity.  A  number  of  engin- 
eers (P.  R.  R.)  here  who  have  operated 
the  model  declare  it  will  become  the 
ideal  form  of  signalling. 

It  is  simple,  inexpensive,  absolutely 
reliable  and  positive  in  action,  and 
positively  stops  these  head-on,  rear-end 
and  side-wiping  collisions,  the  running 
into  open  switches  and  open  draw- 
bridges, or  over  broken  rails.  The  stop- 
ping device  alone  can  be  installed  in 
connection  with  any  form  of  automatic 
semaphore  signal,  thus  giving  the  auto- 
matic stop  without  the  expense  of  erect- 
ing signals,  and  without  changing  their 
location,  reducing  the  cost  correspond- 
ingly. 

Would  be  glad  to  receive  a  copy  of 
the  magazine  containing  your  article 
that  I  may  arrange  to  secure  e^tra 
copies.  Very  truly. 

H.  L.  Rider. 

P.  S. — It  is  away  ahead  of  the  Bom 
system,  copy  of  which  item  you  sent 
me.  for  which  please  accept  thankf^. 


It  is  not  the  mission  of  the  JonnifAL 
to  pass  Judgment  upon,  or  indicate 
preference  for,  any  design  of  block 
signal  or  coupling  device  that  may  be 
brought  to  its  attention.  In  the  several 
articles  which  have  recently  appeared 
in  the  Journal  on  the  matter  of  block 

•  signal  ssrstems  and  coupling  devices 
Our  sole  contention  has  been,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  for  a  standard  of  re- 
quirement in  which  the  greatest  essen- 
tials of  safety  to  the  patrons  and  em- 
ployes of  the  railroads  of  the  country 
will  be  secured  by  the  use  of  certain 
mechanical  contrivances.  In  the 
articles  in  question  specific  and  sole 
reference  was  made  to  the  block  signal 
systems  and  coupling  devices  which  the 
railroads  should  be  licensed  to  use 
under  the  flat  of  law.  The  reason  why 
we  have  given  such  prominence  to 
these  two  features  of  railway  and  train 
equipment  is  because  Seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  all  of  the  casualties  which 
occur  to  the  passengers  and  employes 
of  our  railways  is  traceable  to  a  lack 
of  proper  efficiency  in  design  and 
mechanism  which  seems  to  characterize 
the  devices  the  railroads  are  using  in 
these  two  specific  lines.  As  to  the 
block  signal  system  it  is  a  self-evident 
proposition  that  when  k  reliable 
mechanism  in  this  line  is  used  by  the 
railroads  which  will  have  the  effect  to 
automatically  cut  off  the  steam  and  re- 
lease the  air  which  will  apply  the 
brakes,  thus  bringing  the  train  to  a 
stop,  when  such  train  is  about  to  enter 
a  block  occupied  by  another  train,  will 
make  collisions  impossible.    How  many 

'  ways  there  may  be  of  constructing  such 
a  mechanical  design  we  do  not  pretend 
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to  say.  We  are  gratified  to  know  that 
reliable  designs  in  this  line  have  been 
invented,  but  we  realize  that  only  a 
thorough  and  exhaustive  service  test 
will  determine  what  device  in  this  line 
possesses  the  greatest  measure  of  re- 
liability and  efficiency.  Mr.  Rider  may 
be  able  to  demonstrate  all  that  he 
claims  for  his  invention,  and  the  Joub- 
NAL  hopes  that  he  can;  but  there  are 
other  inventors  who  claim  the  same 
measure  of  mechanical  perfection  and 
reliability.  The  last  Congress  passed 
a  resolution  investing  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  with  power  to, 
appoint  a  committee  of  experts  known 
as  'The  Block  Signal  and  Train  Con- 
trol Board/'  to  investigate  the  various 
designs  of  block  signal  systems  which 
may  have  been  invented,  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  what  merits  they  may 
severally  possess,  and  appropriated 
160,000  to  conduct  examinations  and 
tests  in  that  line.  The  Joubnal,  in 
consequence,  suggests  that  the  author 
of  the  above  letter  submit  his  device 
to  the  commission  who  will  in  turn 
refer  it  to  the  board  it  has  appointed. 
With  the  automatic  coupling  devices 
which  the  railroads  should  be  required 
to  use  under  thf  provisions  of  a  safety 
appliance  law — such  as  the  Joubnal  is 
contending  for— a  different  problem  or 
proposition  from  that  of  the  block 
system  is  involved.  In  the  latter  case 
it  is  only  necessary  that  a  certain 
standard  of  requirement  should  be 
made  by  law,  and  if  a  dozen  or  more  of 
the  inventions  in  this  line  should 
measure  up  to  the  required  standard 
the  railroads  might  well  be  permitted 
to  take  their  choice  of  such  according 
to  their  several  inclinations,  while 
they  should  be  held  liable  to  a  penalty 
for  failing  to  keep  whatever  design 
they  may  select  in  a  thoroughly  oper- 
ative condition.  Whereas  with  the 
former,  that  is  the  coupling  device,  in 
addition  to  passing  a  law  that  will  fix 


the  standard  of  requirement  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  all  coupling  de- 
vices, both  of  the  drawhead  and  train- 
pipe  connections,  be  thoroughly  inter- 
changeable. For  this  reason  it  is  not 
only  necessary  to  fix  a  standard  of  re- 
quirement, such  as  ''coupling  by  im- 
pact" under  all  conditions  where  cars 
are  used  or  handled,  but  it  is  equally 
necessary— more  important,  in  fact, — 
for  the  government  to  pass  upon  the 
interchangeability  of  every  coupling 
device  which  happens  to  stand  such  i 
test  as  is  prescribed  by  law.  For 
reason  the  Joubnal  has  Incorporated 
in  the  bill  it  recommends  for  passage 
a  clause  which  reads  as  follows: 

"That  where  two  or  more  designs  of 
coupling  devices  shall  stand  the  test 
prescribed  in  this  Act,  but  which  will 
not  couple  interchangeably  with  each 
other,  in  such  event  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  shall  select  as 
a  standard  that  design  which  promises 
the  greatest  eflidency  and  condemn 
those  coupling  devices  which  will  not 
couple  interchangeably  with  such  de- 
sign." 

In  the  November  issue  of  the  Joub- 
nal an  elaborate  editorial  was  pub- 
lished, and  among  other  features  bear- 
ing upon  whatever  law  Congress  may 
enact  the  necessity  for  including  this 
clause  was  clearly  emphasized.  How- 
ever, with  the  disastrous  experience  of 
the  past,  as  indicated  by  the  casualty 
record  before  the  commission,  the 
JoxTBNAL  feels  assured  that  that  body 
will  realize  its  importance  and  make 
an  express  recommendation  to  Congresb 
accordingly. 


These  are  strenuous  times,  but  has 
anyone  heard  anything  bearing  there- 
on from  our  Streni^us  One?  Tou  have 
heard  of  "The  Taming  of  the  West" 
Doesn't  it  appear  that  the  literary 
genius  that  gave  us  "The  Taming  of 
the  West"  has  been  tamed  himself? 
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ACCIDENT  BULLETIN  No.  24— 
MISLEADING. 

The  Interstate  Commeree  Commis- 
sion has  recently  issued  Quarterly  Ac- 
cident BulleUn  No.  24  which  is  a  rec- 
ord of  casualties  to  passengers  and  em- 
ployes, the  latter  while  on  duty,  dur- 
ing the  months  of  April,  May  and 
June,  1907.  In  its  summary  of  casual- 
ties /for  the  year  ending  June  Mth, 
1907,  the  Commission  makes  the  start- 
ling statement  that  this  year's  record 
exceeds  that  of  any  previous  year  by 
10,362»  of  which  there  was  an  excess 
of  775  in  the  number  killed,  and  9677 
in  the  number  injured.  Among  other 
things  the  Bulletin  contains  a  state- 
ment which  is  as  follows: 

''There  have  been  heavy  increases  in 
all  of  the  items  except  car  coupling 
and  from  striking  against  overhead  ob- 
structions. The  comparative  small- 
ness  of  the  increase  in  casualties  due 
to  coupling  and  uncoupling  cars,  and 
in  accidents  to  men  on  top  of  freight 
cars  is  undoubtedly  due  in  large  meas- 
ure to  improvements  in  maintenance 
and  care  of  automatic  couplers  and  to 
the  increased  use  of  air  brakes  on 
freight  trains." 

In  quoting  this  excerpt  from  the 
twenty-fourth  Bulletin  the  JoubnaI/,  in 
all  candor,  is  forced  to  dispute  such  an 
averment  so  far  as  it  applies  to  "cou- 
pling accidents/'  and  challenges  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  or 
any  member  thereof,  to  show  warrant 
for  the  statement.  Not  only  is  such  a 
contention  disproved  from  the  reports 
which  come  into  this  office,  where  the 
claims  for  indemnities  to  those  switch- 
men who  suffer  accidents  from  this 
and  other  causes  are  audited,  but  the 
Bulletin  record  itself  contains  the  fig- 
ures which  numerically  refute  the 
averment.  The  November  issue  of  the 
JoTTBNAL  contains  an  editorial  under 
the  caption  of  "What  Will  Congress 
Dor 


"What  Well  Congbbsb  Do?" 
In  that  article  the  Quarterly  Acci- 
dent record  is  reviewed  for  the  five 
years  ending  June  30, 1906,  and  in  that 
record,  or  in  the  summary  of  the  five 
yearly  records,  the  following  statistics 
in  "coupling  accidents"  were  given: 
For  the  year  ending  June  30, 1902,  the 
record  showed  a  total  of  2266  casual- 
ties, of  which  143  were  killed.  For  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1908,  there  were 
3041  "coupling  accidents,"  including 
253  deaths,  or  an  increase  of  forty  per 
cent,  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 
For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1904,  the 
record  of  "coupling  accidents"  amount- 
ed to  3728,  including  287  deaths,  or  an 
increase  of  twenty  per  cent,  over  that 
of  the  previous  year.  For  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1906,  the  "coupling  ac- 
cident" {"ecord  amounted  to  8963,  in- 
cluding 243  deaths.  While  this  record 
really  showed  a  decline  from  that  of 
the  previous  year,  the  increase  in  ac- 
cidents of  this  character  the  following 
year  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  that 
of  any  preceding  year,  the  "coupling 
accident"  record  amounting  to  8814, 
including  Zll  killed.  Now  comes  the 
last  year's  (1907)  record  which,  in 
"coupling  accidents,"  exceeds  this  by 
970.  In  other  words,  the  record  of 
"coupling  accidents"  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1907,  amounted  to  the  ag- 
gregate of  47^4  including  299  killed. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  compiler 
of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin  record  found 
a  decline  of  "coupling  accidents"  in 
the  last  Quarterly  Bulletin  compared 
with  previous  Bulletins  for  the  same 
year  (1907),  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  only  proper  way  to  com- 
pare Bulletins,  if  a  true  estimate  of 
the  increase  or  decrease  of  railway 
casualties  is  desired,  is  to  compare 
each  Bulletin  with  its  corresponding 
Bulletin  for  the  same  quarter  of  that 
year  that  a  comparison  of  the  records 
is  desired,  for  it  is  a  self-evident  propo- 
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sition  that  each  quarter's  record  of  the 
year  In  railway  traffic  involves  condi- 
tions and  service  that  are  different 
from  the  others. 

Following    this    rule    the    Journal 
herewith  submits  a  comparison  of  the 
several  Bulletins  which  ended  on  the 
30th  day  of  June  last  and  of  the  four 
preceding  years.     Beginning  with  the 
last  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  1903, 
there  is  reported  a  record  of  casual- 
ties in  which  the  "coupling  accidents" 
amounted  to  8i<8,  including  ^2/  killed. 
For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1904, 
the  "coupling  accidents"  amounted  to 
806,  including  60  killed.    This  was  a 
falling  off  of  twelve  accidents  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  previous.    For  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  ending  June 
30,     1905,     the    "coupling    accidents" 
amounted  to  815,  including  49  killed. 
While  this  quarter's  record  showed  a 
decline  of  eleven  in  the  number  killed, 
it  showed  an  increase  of  twenty  in  the 
number   injured    in   comparison   with 
the  same  quarter  of  the  year  previous. 
For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1906, 
the  "coupling  accidents*'  amounted  to 
8(81,  including  08  killed.    This  was  an 
increase   of  nineteen    in   the  number 
killed  and  forty-seven  in  the  number 
injured  as   compared   with   the   same 
quarter  of  the  previous  year.    Coming 
now  to  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1907  (Bulletin  24),  the 
total  of  "coupling  accidents"  reached 
the    aggregate   of    1043,    including   72 
killed.    This  record  shows  an  increase 
of  four  deaths  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  injuries  in  comparison  with  the 
highest  record  of  the  same  quarter  for 
any  previous  year.     Where  then — the 
JouBNAL     asks — does     the     Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  get  its  warrant 
for    making    the     statement     quoted 
above?    If  it  be  true,  as  the  averment 
is  made  In  the  last  Bulletin,  that  there 
has  been  ^^improvement  in  maintenance 
and  care  of  aiUom^ic   couplers**  as 


compared  with  former  derelictions  on 
the  part  of  the  railroads,  the  above 
comparison  of  accident  statistics  is  a 
clear  indication  that  there  has  been 
little  or  no  practical  Improvement  in 
the  conditions  under  which  cars  are 
handled  in  the  freight  yards  of  the 
country. 

If  the  Commission  entertains  any 
doubt  on  this  subject,  all  that  it  needs 
to  do  is  to  Instruct  one  or  more  .of  Its 
inspectors  to  spend  a  little  time  watch- 
ing the  switching  and  handling  of  cars 
in  some  of  the  crowded  freight  yards 
of  our  large  cities.  There  they  will 
see  it  frequently  happen  that  the  men 
in  yard  service  are  forced  to  go  be- 
tween the  cars  that  are  being  handled 
and  make  couplings  by  hand  because 
the  couplers  in  use  will  not  unite, 
owing  to  their  inherent  limitations. 
As  the  JouBNAL  has  time  and  again 
pointed  out,  and  now  emphasizes 
the  fact,  that  it  is  the  inherent 
limitations  of  the  couplers  in  general 
use  that  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the 
coupling  accidents  to  the  men  in  yard 
service,  and  it  matters  not  whether 
these  accidents  are  enrolled  under  this 
their  proper  head,  or  under  the  vague 
head  of  "OTHER  CAUSES."  Regard- 
ing this  latter  "classification"  the 
JouBNAL  calls  the  attention  of  the 
Commission  to  the  fact  that  the  last 
Quarterly  Bulletin  had  enrolled  under 
this  head,  accidents  amounting  to  10,- 

029,  including  446  killed.  This  record 
exceeds  that  of  any  previous  Bulletin 
for  the  same  quarter  by  896,  and  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  quarter  ending  June 

30,  1903,  by  4461.  The  Journal  con- 
tends that  when  "coupling  accidents" 
are  eliminated  from  the  casualty  list 
of  railway  employes  the  record  of 
casualties  from  "other  causes^*  will  cor- 
respondingly disappear. 


Poor,  and  content,  is  rich,  and  rich 
enough. — Shakespeare, 
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THE  PANIC. 

In  the  November  issue  of  the  Joub- 
NAi.  we  asserted  that  the  exploiters  of 
this  country  can  make  panics  while 
you  wait;  that  is,  wlienever  it  is  to 
tbeir  interests  to  do  so,  and  when  the 
industrial  sky  clears  you  will  find  that 
thousands  of  small  concerns  have  been 
abaorbed  by  the  trusts,  and  the  last 
remnants  of  the  "middle  class"  have 
almost  totally  disappeared*  and  con- 
centrated wealth  has  more  firmly  en- 
trenched itself  in  its  citadel,  26  Broad- 
way, New  York. 

That  the  late  panic  was  a  manufac- 
tured article  will  not  be  denied«  unless 
it  be  by  some  Ignoramus  who  has  no 
conception  of  natural  laws.  Nature 
does  not  work  in  Jerks,  nor  spasms. 
Her  laws  are  immutable  and  infallible, 
fihrery  phenomenon  (even  panics)  can 
be  explained  one  way,  and  one  way 
only,  CAUSB  and  EFFECT,  and  if  you 
attempt  to  solve  a  problem  any  other 
way,  you  are  a  sophist,  a  simpleton 
that  should  excite  only  sympathy  for 
your  mental  deficiency. 

Now,  then,  a  panic  is  the  ettect  of 
something. 

What  is  that  something?  Remem- 
ber, the  word  panic  is  used  in  the  sense 
of  widespread  apprehension  concerning 
financial  affairs. 

It  occurs  to  the  editor  you  can  enu- 
merate the  natural  causes  as  follows: 
war,  famine,  pestilence,  and  curtail- 
ment of  the  purchasing  power  of  a 
people  or  nation.  It  is  hoped  the 
editor  will  be  pardoned  for  classifying 
war  and  curtailment  of  purchasing 
power  as  natural  causes. 

We  are  at  war  with  nobody,  conse- 
quently war  did  not  cause  the  late 
flurry  in  financialdom. 

Neither  was  it  famine,  for  our  coun- 
try has  never  yielded  greater  abund- 
ance of  everything  for  the  preservation 
of  man  than  she  has  in  the  year  almost 
completed. 


Nor  was  it  pestilence,  for  we  have 
been  free  from  epidemics  of  any  name 
for  years. 

We  have  had  neither  war,  famine, 
nor  pestilence.  Then  you  will  say  it 
must  be  the  fourth  cause  enumerated: 
curtailment  of  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  people.  Right  here,  before  di- 
gressing, the  editor  wishes  to  make  an 
emphatic  statement,  and  if  there  is  in 
the  whole  world  one  who  can  success- 
fully controvert  it,  the  editor  will  sur- 
render the  managerial  reins  of  the 
SwrrcHMEN's  Joubnal,  thereby  con- 
fessing himself  as  absolutely  incom^ 
potent  to  review  with  wisdom  economic 
conditions. 

The  statement  is  this:  In  these 
United  States  today  there  is  only  one 
NATURAL  CAUSB  for  a  panic,  one 
only,  and  that  is  the  CURTAILMENT 
OF  THE  PURCHASING  POWER  OF 
THE  PEOPLE. 

Carroll  D.  Wright,  ex-Labor  Commis- 
sioner, and  a  statistician  of  world  re- 
nown, makes  the  following  averment 
(and  it  has  never  been  disputed) :  the 
average  wealth  created  daily  by  each 
workman  in  the  United  States  is  |10, 
and  the  average  wage  paid  is  |1.48. 

There  you  have  the  solution  in  a  nut- 
shell to  the  problem,  panic,  or  depres- 
sion in  business,  if  you  wish.  It  is  as 
plain  as  the  nose  on  your  face. 

How  can  the  people  purchase  a  |1() 
product  with  |1.48? 

They  simply  can't  do  it.  Any  fool 
can  see  that 

The  difference  between  11.48  and 
|10  is  surplus,  and  if  a  foreign  market 
is  not  found,  industries  must  shut 
down,  for  the  people  at  home  have  not 
the  wherewith  to  purchase,  and  be- 
cause they  have  created  too  much 
wealth  they  are  thrown  out  of  work, 
and  driven  to  starvation,  although  the 
country  is  teeming  with  plenty. 

Can  you  see  the  point?  No!  Then 
God  have  pity  and  mercy  on  you.     It 
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ought  to  be  plain  to  you  why  we  are 
fighting  for  a  market  for  our  over-pro- 
duction in  the  Orient,  and  why  the  air 
is  full  of  rumors  of  threatened  war 
with  Japan.  All  nations  have  exploit- 
ers. These  exploiters  control  the  gov- 
ernments, and  these  governments  now 
and  then  engage  in  war  over  markets 
for  their  surplus  or  over-production. 
When  a  wage  slave  is  idle  he  is  making 
no  wealth  for  his  master*  so  it  be- 
hooves the  masters  to  find  foreign  mai^ 
kets  that  the  wage  slaves  may  grind 
out  profits  for  them.  Panics  can  be 
averted  one  way,  and  one  way  only, 
and  that  way  is  giving  the  workman 
a  wage  that  represents  the  full  product 
of  l^is  toil.  For  this  organized  labor  is 
striving,  to  at  least  get  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  wealth  it  creates  as  it  can 
force  the  exploiter  to  give  up. 

Some  day  the  workers  of  this  coun- 
try will  vote  for  THEIR  OWN  INTER- 
ESTS, and  then  panics  will  be  known 
in  history  only.  "Financial  depres- 
sion" will  then  be  an  obsolete  phrase. 

To  return  to  the  second  paragraph 
of  this  editorial.  We  said  the  late 
panic  was  a  manufactured  article.  Pos- 
sibly you  may  conclude  the  editor  con- 
tradicts himself  in  defining  the  causes 
to  which  panics  can  be  attributed?  If 
you  are  laboring  under  that  impres- 
sion, we  will  try  to  disillusionize  you. 

As  we  said  before.  Nature  does  not 
work  in  Jerks  nor  spasms.  Her  laws 
are  fixed,  immutable  and  infallible. 
Th^  late  panic  came  like  a  thunder-clap 
from  a  clear  sky.  If  it  had  come  about 
through  natural  cause  it  would  have 
been  gradual  in  developing.  If  you 
start  to  undermine  a  building,  the  first 
stone  removed  in  the  foundation  shows 
no  perceptible  sign  of  weakness  in  the 
structure,  but  keep  on  removing  one 
stone  after  another,  and  directly  the 
structure  willl  collapse.  The  same  ap- 
plies to  our  financial  and  industrial  in- 
stitutions.    Each  bank   or   mercantile 


concern  is  one  of  the  units  in  our  com- 
mercial body,  but  if  one  of  them  is  re- 
moved through  bankruptcy,  of  is  forced 
to  shut  down  or  close  its  doors  through 
Inability  to  dispose  of  its  products,  the 
news  is  heralded  to  every  nook  and 
comer  by  the  press;  so  our  attention 
Is  immediately  called  to  the  first  sign 
of  defect  in  our  commercial  building. 

Were  these  antecedents,  the  natural 
precursors  to  a  panic,  noticeable  before 
the  panic  was  announced?  No,  indeed! 
Certain  economists  can  foretell  the  ai^ 
rival  of  industrial  disturbances,  under 
the  present  system,  with  as  much  ac- 
curacy as  can  astronomers  foretell  an 
eclipse  of  the  sun  or  moon,  or  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  new  comet  at  a  certain 
day  and  hour.  But  in  this  case,  while 
the  manifestations  of  an  impending 
financial  storm  were  observable  to 
economic  philosophers,  none  expected 
it  would  come  up  like  a  Kansas  cyclone. 

That  the  present  unsettled  conditions 
were  hastened  by  "frenzied  finance*' 
conspirators  no  one  with  common 
horse-sense  doubts.  If  natural  causes 
were  responsible,  there  would  have 
been,  here  and  there,  now  and  then, 
bankruptcies  and  failures,  forerunners 
announcing  the  coming  of  an  indus- 
trial crisis.  But  in  this  instance,  on  a 
given  day,  by  a  given  signal,  we  behold 
industries,  from  one  end  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  other,  shutting  down,  throw- 
ing thousands  and  thousands  of  work- 
men out  of  emplojrment,  which  goes  to 
show  that  "the  powers  that  be"  were 
working  in  concert 

This  conspiracy,  to  the  editor,  seems 
to  have  had  in  view  the  muzzling  of 
our  "Terrible  Trust-Buster,"  for  his 
advocacy  of  laws  curtailing  or  repeal- 
ing the  license  of  the  "System"  in  its 
plundering  methods.  Another  object 
was  the  forestalling  of  unions  in  their 
demands  for  increased  wages,  as  wit- 
nessed by  the  Switchmen's  Union, 
which  was  forced  to  withdraw  Its  de- 
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mands   when   overtaken   by   the   late 
financial  flnrry. 

Thia  panic  was  notlting  more,  noth- 
ing less,  than  a  strike  of  Capital.  Capi- 
tal stmck  and  threw  thousands  out  of 
-work,  and  yon  witness  the  sight  of  a 
truckling,  sycophantic  lick-spittle 
press  offering  apologies  and  framing 
•excuses,  and  asking  the  workmen  who 
haye  saved  a  dollar  to  have  "confl- 
•dence,"  and  tnm  the  dollars  (they 
-were  not  cheated  out  of)  over  to  the 
Imnks,  that  the  financial  Dick  Turpins 
-may  get  another  crack  at  them,  and  the 
'^Great  Bear  Hunter"  is  as  silent  as  the 
tomh,  not  a  grunt  out  of  him  since  he 
•came  out  of  the  canebrakes.  Verily, 
verily,  he  has  been  muszled. 


SERMONS  IN  COMMON. 

Bt  thx  Rsv.  Cbaxubs  Siblzul 

Interesting  and  profitable  are  a 
series  of  "Don'ts"  printed  in  Machin' 
•cry.  Practical  ideas,  every  one  of 
them— for  machinists,  especially,  but  in 
principle  applicable  to  every  chap  in 
4my  kind  of  a  shop.  Some  of  than  are 
liighly  suggestive.  They  are  sermons 
in  epitome.  Here's  one:  "Don't  try  to 
make  a  finishing  cut  on  scale."  That's 
horse  sense.  Ton  can't  do  it  with  men, 
^either.  Tou  can't  put  a  polish  on  a  fel- 
low who  has  all  the  hardness  suggested 
by  the  scaly  surface  of  a  chunk  of  cast 
iron.  You've  got  to  get  at  something 
'beneath  his  vest  before  you  can  fit  him 
with  the  right  kind  of  an  overcoat— to 
tise  another  figure  of  speech.  Somebody 
once  said  that  men  are  wrong  when 
they  look  "out"  for  opportunities — 
they  should  look  "in,"  for  that  is 
-where  they  come  from.  There  is  usual- 
ly a  soft  spot  beneath  the  scale,  that 
-will  permit  of  a  beautiful  polish — if 
you  can  only  get  at  it  Sometimes  it 
looks  like  a  hopeless  task,  but  it  has 
heen  done,  and  what  has  been  done, 
may  be  done. 


'Dont  make  a  piece  of  work  too 
small,  and  then  bend  the  gauge  to  fit 
it,"  is  another  hint  Mean,  sneaky 
business  that  anywhere.  But  some  fel- 
lows are  quite  ready  to  lower  standards 
in  order  to  accommodate  their  own 
small  deeds. 

"Don't  work  to  a  calliper  that  has 
been  set  by  another  man;  set  it  your- 
sell"  That  means  that  our  tempera- 
ments are  difterent  Our  sense  of  touch 
varies.  The  temperature  of  men's 
hands  may  make  a  difference  in  the  ex- 
pansion or  contraction  of  a  sensitive 
guage.  There's  an  individuality  about 
every  man  which  influences  every  Job 
that  he  tackles.  But  here's  the  point — 
every  fellow  must  make  good  in  his 
own  way.  We  can't  fight  in  another 
man's  armor.  We  can't  do  our  best 
work  with  another's  tools.  If  we  do, 
they  must  be  given  the  test  of  our  own 
experience,  and  that  practically  makes 
them  our  own. 

Look  about  you.  You'll  find  many  a 
sormon  in  the  shop,  actually  staring 
yon  in  the  face.    You  will  find 

"—tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  run- 

hing  brooks, 
Sermons  in  stones»  and  good  in  every- 
thing." 

HELP  SAVE  ONE  MOTHER'S 
GIRL 

Whoie  girl  goe$  wrongt  Some  moth- 
er's—perhaps living,  perhaps  dead  — 
but  always  hers. 

Why  do  girU  go  wrongf  Sometimes 
through  ignorance,  often  through  am- 
bition, oftenest  through  deception. 

Hov)  many  girU  go  wrongt  Thou- 
sands every  year.  Today  there  are 
fully  six  thousand  in  the  seventy-one 
Florence  Crittenton  Homes  trying  to 
gain  courage  to  face  a  frowning  world 
(fallen  women  usually  get  a  chilling 
reception)  and  to  learn  some  occupa- 
tion which  will  help  them  to  be  self- 
supporting.     This  is  about  the  aver- 
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age  number  always  within  the  mission 
walls,  and  yet  the  faces  change  almost 
daily. 

The  pages  of  the  Florence  Crittenton 
Magazine  tell  of  these  unfortunate 
women  and  girls,  their  needs  and  what 
you  can  do  to  HELP  their  HE^LPERS. 
Not  all  can  be  mission  workers,  but  all 
can  help  those  who  are.  Though  no 
one  whom  you  know,  or  for  whom  you 
are  responsible,  has  thus  fallen  by  the 
wayside,  let  us  urge  you  to  open  your 
hearts  to  the  desperate  needs  of  these 
strangers  who  are  so  needy. 

l^lease  send  one  dollar  for  a  year's 
subscription  to  the  Florence  OHttenton 
Magazine. 

Address  A.  W.  B![xiott, 

Circulation  Manager,  Atlanta,  Ga, 


A  STRIKE  Of  CAPITAL 

The  editor  of  this  Joubnal  has  re- 
peatedly charged  the  captains  of  finance 
with  conspiracy  in  being  solely  respon- 
sible for  the  sudden  panic  that  recent- 
ly overtook  us,  and  which  may  only  be 
a  shadow  of  what  is  yet  to  come,  for 
they  say  "coming  events  cast  their 
shadows  before."  This  is  more  fully 
dealt  with  in  another  editorial. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  an 
editorial  that  appeared  in  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  of  Aug.  16,  1907,  and 
bhows  the  animus  of  our  financial 
kings. 

Bear  in  mind,  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal speaks  ex-cath,edra,  for  it  is  the 
official  organ  of  capitalism* 

The  meeting  herein  described  be- 
tween President  Roosevelt  and  the 
various  gentlemen  named,  took  place 
only  in  the  vivid  imagination  of  the 
editor  of  that  Journal,  but  he  got  in- 
spiration from  the  Grand  Master  of  Or- 
ganized Capital  at  No.  26  Broadway. 

We  ask  you  to  read  this  carefully, 
and  ask  yourself  if  it  is  not  about  time 
organized  labor  form  a  more  coliesive 


alliance  and  get  in  a  position  to  strike 
back. 

Let  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
these  United  States  go  on  strike,  we 
will  say,  for  Just  forty-eight  hours,  and 
it  would  bring  these  autocratic  pluto- 
crats to  their  knees: 

"President  Roosevelt  looked  too  as- 
tonished to  speak,  and  while  he  was 
struggling  to  find  some  appropriate 
words,  Mr.  Baer  arose  and  said  that  he 
represented  the  railroads.  So  far  as 
labor  was  concerned,  their  condition 
was  exactly  the  same  as  that  described 
by  Judge  Gary,  but  in  addition  the 
railroads  were  confronted  by  a  stone 
wall  of  adverse  State  legislation  and 
executive  action.  They  were  between 
the  two  fires  of  an  angry  public  de- 
manding lower  rates  and  of  organized 
labor  insisting  upon  higher  wages.  Mr. 
Baer  told  the  President  that  the  rail- 
roads would  run  Just  the  trains  need- 
ed for  the  mails,  but  would  reduce  their 
force  of  employes  to  one-fourth  the 
present  number.  Of  course  with  the 
factories  closed  there  would  be  such 
a  reduction  in  traffic  as  no  longer  to 
require  as  many  trains  as  formerly. 

"  'Mr.  President,'  Mr.  Baer  is  report- 
ed to  have  said,  'running  a  railroad  has 
come  to  be  what  Sherman  said  war 
was.  The  insatiate  demands  of  a 
hysterical  public  for  lower  prices  for 
transportation,  the  equally  insatiate  de- 
mands for  organized  labor  for  higher 
wages  and  shorter  hours,  the  imposi- 
tion of  fines  running  into  the  millions 
for  violation  of  laws  which  were  sup- 
posed to  be  obsolete,  the  appointment 
of  receivers  for  several  of  the  leading 
railroad  and  industrial  properties  with 
threats  of  more  receiverships  to  follow, 
the  passing  of  anti-railroad  l^slation. 
Federal,  State  and  municipal,  until  it 
seems  as  If  the  people  were  intent 
upon  lynching  capital;  all  these,  Mr. 
President,  have  produced  a  cbaos  and 
confusion  which  are  beyond  the  power 
of  capital  to  cure.  The  confidence  of 
the  investors  has  been  crucified.  Ne\^- 
money  is  not  to  be  had.  We  cannot 
help  ourselves.    We  must  stop.' 

"The  President  grew  purple  in  the 
face,  and  was  about  to  explode  in  a 
passionate  outburst  when  Mr.  Mellen 
of  the  New  Haven  hastened  to  speak. 
He  reminded  the  President  of  his 
strong  friendship  and  desired  to  say 
that  this  move  had  no  bearing  upon 
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politics  and  was  intended  as  no  attack 
npon  the  President  who  had  been  fully 
Justified  in  enforcing  law  and  in  estab- 
lishing publicity  and  Federal  regula- 
tion. These  reforms  were  not  in- 
Tolved  In  the  present  dispute.  They 
would  no  doubt  in  the  end  work  for 
lasting  good.  The  question  now,  how- 
ever, was  not  that  of  reform  of  abuses, 
but  the  right  of  capital  to  a  living 
wage.  The  people  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  had  worked  themselves 
into  a  frenzy  of  anger  from  which 
there  could  be  no  recovery  apparently, 
except  through  the  freezing  process 
of  a  complete  suspension  of  business. 

"  'This,  then,  is  a  strike  of  capital?' 
demanded  the  President. 

"  'No,  a  lock-out/  retorted  Mr.  Baer. 
'Capital  has  been  locked  out  by  labor 
and  politicians.' 

*"Call  it  a  strike  of  capital  if  you 
will,'  said  Jacob  H.  Schlff,  'and  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  represent  in  part  the 
banking  capital  of  the  country.' 

"Mr.  Schltr  was  somewhat  difDcult 
to  follow  by  reason  of  his  excited  man- 
ner, but  he  said  in  substance,  that  the 
available  floating  capital  of  the  world 
would  never  think  of  entering  into  new 
enterprises  or  of  supporting  old  ones 
as  long  as  it  had  become  impossible 
to  finance  the  demands  of  labor  and  &f* 
long  as  there  was  a  doubt  as  to  how 
this  country,  in  spite  of  its  constitu- 
tional guarantees,  proposed  to  deal 
with  property  rights.  Tou  can  finance 
enterprise,  Mr.  Schitt  said,  but  can- 
not finance  confiscation,  and  that  is 
what  the  increasing  demands  of  labor 
and  the  consumer  amounted  to.  Tou 
may  speak  of  tainted  money  and  there 
may  be  such.  Tou  may  speak  of  taint- 
ed prosperity,  and  there  has  been  such, 
but  now  the  question  was  that  of  taint- 
ed labor.  Mr.  Schiff  announced  that 
the  bankers  would  withhold  from  all 
investments  in  private  or  public  secur- 
ities until  conditions  radically  changed, 
and  he  turned  to  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Still- 
man  and  Mr.  Baker  to  confirm  b' 
statement.  They  bowed  their  heads 
in  assent 

"'Gentlemen.'  cried  the  President, 
springing  to  his  feet  and  bringing  h1« 
clenched  fist  on  his  desk,  'this  is  worse 
than  treason.  It  is  mon^rous.  it  is 
inhuman,  that  you  should  do  this  thing. 
Tou  dare  not  face  the  fury  of  an  out- 
raged people.  Do  you  realize  what 
you  propose?    Do  you  know  that  you 


are  going  to  turn  millions  of  people  out 
of  employment,  that  you  are  going  to 
take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of 
women  and  children,  that  you  are  go- 
ing to  paralyze  the  industry  of  the 
country,  that  you  are  going  to  produce 
desolation  worse  than  that  left  by  ai 
invading  army  marching  with  blazing 
torches  and  levying  tribute?  Do  you 
know  that  starvation,  riot,  bloodsheds 
revolution,  worse  than  that  of  the 
French,  will  follow  your  act?  Oh,  it 
is  wicked,  foul,  infamous.  I  will  not 
let  you  do  It.  I  will  call  out  the  army 
and  navy  if  necessary  to  prevent  you.' 

"  'What  can  you  expect  from  unde- 
sirable citizens,'  exclaimed  B.  H.  Har- 
riman,  with  snapping  sarcasm. 

"'I  thank  you  for  reminding  me  of 
that  phrase,'  retorted  the  President, 
confronting  Mr.  Harriman  in  his  most 
strenuous  manner.  'Tou  smart  be- 
cause I  classed  you  with  Haywood 
under  that  term.  Do  you  know  of  any 
other  man  in  the  country  courageous 
enough  to  make  a  characterization  em- 
bodying so  large  a  truth?  Undesirable 
citizens?  Tes,  in  the  fullest  meaning 
of  the  word.  Tou  come  to  me  with 
complaints  against  organized  labor. 
Who  taught  labor  to  organizel  Tou 
gentlemen  by  your  organization  of 
capital.  Tou  say  that  bibor  is  arro- 
gant? Admitted;  but  who  taught  it 
arrogance?  Tou  gentlemen  by  your 
arrogance  of  capital.  Tou  say  that  it 
is  confiscating  your  profits.  For  how 
many  years,  gentlemen,  has  capital 
been  confiscating  labor's  wage?  Tou 
say  that  it  is  making  impossible  de- 
mands; admitted,  but  for  how  long 
did  you  impose  impossible  conditions? 
All  that  it'  is  doing  now,  of  wrong  and 
injury  and  defiance  of  law,  it  has 
learned  from  you.  Organized  labor  has 
turned  your  own  guns  upon  you,  and 
now  in  a  moment  of  passion  and  anger 
and  loss  you  come  to  me  to  say  that  as 
you  cannot  play  under  rules  imposed 
by  labor  you  will  not  play  at  all.  Tor 
say  that  labor  puts  an  inflated  value 
upon  its  services.  For  how  long  hs^ 
you  been  over-capitalizing  the  value  of 
its  services.  For  how  long  have  you 
been  over-capitalizing  the  value  of  your 
services?  Tou  say  that  an  angry  pub- 
lic is  lynching  capital.  Who  made  It 
angry?  Am  I  not  right  in  saying  that 
you  made  it  angry  by  the  abuses  of 
your  management?  I  agree  with  many 
things  you  gentlemen  say.     I  deplore 
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the  attacks  upon  property  rlgbts  and 
I  will  defend  them.  I  deplore  the  bo- 
ciallstic  tendencies  of  lahor  and  will 
combat  with  them,  but  still  I  insist 
that  you  are  acting  like  undesirable 
citizens  in  thus  instituting  a  strii ' 
of  capital,  Just  as  last  August  the  tele- 
graph operators  did  an  unpatriotic 
thing  in  taking  advantage  of  a  strained 
monetary  situation  to  order  a  strike 
to  effect  the  same  conditions  whir 
you,  yourselves,  are  about  to  precipi- 
tate.' 

"Then  turning  to  Mr.  Rogers,  as  if 
he  thought  he  had  organized  this 
movement,  the  President  said:  'If  you 
will  not  operate  the  factories,  the 
railroads  and  the  various  tools  of  com- 
merce, then  the  people  will  take  your 
properties  and  operate  them  on  their 
own  account.  Tou  are  playing  into 
the  hands  of  the  socialists.' 

"Mr.  Rogers  replied  as  quietly  as 
if  he  were  talking  with  Mark  Twain 
on  his  yacht  that  the  capitalists  had 
formed  a  trades  union  of  their  own 
and  asked  Mr.  Vanderlip  to  show  the 
President  the  roll  of  membership.  The 
vice-president  of  the  National  City 
Bank  unrolled  a  long  list  of  names  and 
explained  that  in  addition  to  employ- 
ing capitalists  the  roll  included  the 
great  mass  of  high  class  labor  such  as 
executive  heads  of  departments,  ex- 
perts, scientists,  etc..  who  preferred 
to  throw  their  lot  and  portion  with  the 
employing  capitalist  Mr.  Rogers 
wanted  to  know  if  the  people  could  run 
the  properties  if  they  took  them. 

"President  Roosevelt  looked  from 
face  to  face  in  the  circle  of  financiers 
surrounding  him,  much  the  *same  way 
that  a  prisoner  at  the  bar  gazes  at  the 
faces  of  the  Jurymen  who  are  to  decide 
his  fate.  He  saw  nothing  there  but 
stem,  unrelenting  resolve. 

"  'The  fact  is,'  said  Mr.  Belmont,  in- 
terpreting the  President's  look  as  an 
appeal,  'we  have  reckoned  all  the  cost 
and  have  decided  on  our  course.  We 
have  the  utmost  respect  for  you  and 
all  that  you  have  done  for  the  square 
deal,  but  we  must  protect  ourselves 
the  best  we  can.  As  president  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation  I  am  a  be- 
liever in  organized  labor  and  in  or- 
ganized capital,  but  the  two  must  work 
together  or  not  at  all.  Labor  has  got 
to  the  point  where  it  believes  that  it 
can  go  alone.    Let  it  try  for  a  while.' 


"There  was  much  further  talk  hut 
without  any  other  result,  and  the  con- 
ference broke  up  in  great  confusion, 
the  President  not  even  saying  good- 
night to  his  callers. 

"Long  past  midnight  the  lights  were 
burning  in  the  cabinet  room  where 
the  President  and  his  advisers  were 
laboring  on  a  plan  to  avert  the  catas- 
trophe." 


SWITCHMEN  WITHDREW 
DEMANDS. 

"Discretion  is  the  better  part  of 
valor,"  is  an  axiomatic  phrase  that  Is 
continually  used  because  of  the  truth 
contained  therein,  and  it  is  because  of 
this  the  JouBNAL  uses  the  quotation. 

When  this  Union  resolved  to  de- 
mand an  increase  in  wages  and  cer- 
tain changes  in  working  conditions,  the 
industrial  horizon  was  clear  and  there 
were  no  visible  signs  that  betokened 
the  panicy  disturbances  that  overtook 
us  after  we  inaugurated  the  movement 
for  increased  wages  and  better  work- 
ing conditions. 

It  matters  not  who  or  what  agency 
was  employed  to  produce  these  condi- 
tions, the  depression  in  industrial  cir> 
cles  is  here  and  we  cannot  ignore  the 
fact  We  must  face  it,  and  face  it  like 
sane  men,  that  is  oooUy,  calculatingly 
and  dispassionately.  This  your  leader 
and  his  advisors  did,  admitting  the 
truth  that  "discretion  is  the  better  part 
of  valor." 

An  orderly  retreat  seems  to  be  a 
wiser  course  than  to  engage  an  enemy 
in  possession  of  all  points  of  vantage, 
be  decisively  repulsed,  forced  to  retire 
in  disorder  with  the  possibility  ot  an- 
nihilation of  your  entire  organization. 

These  were  the  two  alternatives  this 
Union  was  forced  to  choose  between, 
and  that  the  former  course  was  chosen, 
seems  to  the  editor  that  prudence  and 
wisdom  were  exercised  by  the  president 
and  the  various  committeemen  in  Chi- 
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cago  on  NoY^nber  19th.  Any  other 
course  at  this  time  would  have  been 
poBitiTely  auicidal,  and  very  likely 
would  have  sounded  the  death  knell 
of  yonr  beautiful  organization — ^the 
Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dilate  upon  the 
omditions  that  forced  us  to  withdraw. 
Bach  and  every  one  of  you  is  in 
possession  ot  this  knowledge  through 
your  daily  papers,  therefore  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  and  energy  to 
enumerate  them  here. 

We  should  not  feel  discouraged  oyer 
our  failure  to  achieye  desired  results 
on  this  occasion.  No  movement  was 
ever  Inaugurated  without  meeting  op- 
position ana  sometimes  defeat  after  de- 
feat If  Washington  had  laid  down 
his  arms  after  his  first  defeat,  or  his 
twenty-first  lost  battle,  this  country 
would  have  never  gained  its  independ- 
ence. 

The  following  circular  letter,  sent 
out  to  all  lodges  is  self-explanatory, 
and  at  the  same  time  conveys  the 
thankB  of  our  Union  to  those  without 
our  ranks  who  so  kindly  and  gratuit- 
ously volunteered  to  assist  us  in  our 
endeavors  to  better  the  condition  of 
switchmen  throug^ut  the  country: 

CmcAoo,  111.,  Nov.  19,  1907. 
To  all  Members  of  Stoitchmen's  Union 
of  yarth  America: 

Following  the  demands  recently  pre- 
sented by  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  to  the  rail- 
roads .  for  an  increase  in  wages  and 
otner  conditions  for  switchmen,  switch- 
tenders  and  assistant  yardmasters,  a 
conference  between  representative  gen- 
eral managers  and  Switchmen's  Union 
respectively,  began  in  Chicago  Nov* 
11,  1907»  and  continued  for  several 
days. 

Subsequent  to  the  presentation  of 
our  demands  a  money  stringency  oc- 
curred which  caused  a  general  depres- 
sion of  business  throughout  the  coun- 
try, resulting  in  thousands  of  employes 
being  deprived  of  work.  The  commit- 
tee representing  the  railroads  refused 
to  grant  any  of  our  demands,  basing 
the  refusal  entirely  on  the  depression 


of  business,  and  so<mer  than  precipi- 
tate a  strike  at  this  time,  the  commit- 
tee representing  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  on 
this  day  decided  to  withdraw  the  de- 
mands until  the  depression  has  been 
overcome.  This,  we  believe,  will  be 
accomplished  within  a  reasonable  time, 
when  we  will  again  present  the  de- 
mands, and  we  trust  the  members  will 
give  us  that  support  necessary  for  suc- 
cess. 

In  this  circular  we  desire  to  express 
our  sincere  thanks  to  those  who  were 
not  members  of  this  Union,  but  who 
promised  to  support  the  demands  in 
every  particular,  and  we  also  desire  to 
express  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  union  for  their  loyal  sup- 
port 

Assuring  you  of  our  determination 
to  advance  the  interests  of  yardmen 
through  the  efforts  of  this  Union  when 
possible,  we  remain. 

Yours  very  truly  in  B..  H.,  and  P.. 
F.  T.  Hawlet, 
President. 


RESTORE  CONEIDENCE. 

We  are  now  witnessing  the  sorry 
spectacle  of  the  press  of  this  country 
resorting  to  falsehood  and  suppression 
of  the  truth  in  order  to  bolster  up  a 
tottering  financial  system,  the  founda- 
tion of  which  is  crumbling  from  the  ex- 
cessive weight  of  OREDIT  imposed. 
Even  bishops  and  clergymen  have  been 
impressed  into  the  service  of  our  fin- 
ancial system  here  in  Buffalo,  and  the 
pulpits  in  various  churches  in  this  city, 
probably  for  the  first  time  in  its  his- 
tory, have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  fiowery  panegyrics  in  behalf 
of  our  banking  institutions. 

In  this  crisis  the  laboring  man  is 
told  he  is  a  very  IMPORTANT  factor 
in  SAVING  the  country  from  perdition. 
And  the  poor  fool  swallows  hook,  line 
and  sinker.  He  is  told,  to  ask  the  poor 
banks  for  his  money  at  this  time  is  an 
act  bordering  on  treason.  His  patriot- 
ism is  appealed  to  in  the  name  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  and  he  is  persuaded 
to  leave  his  money  for  the  use  of  those 
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who  have  thrown  one-half  the  people 
out  of  work,  and  who  have  reduced  the 
wages  of  the  remaining  half  from  10 
to  26  per  cent 

The  only  philosophic  way  of  restor- 
ing confidence  and  establishing  a  good, 
healthy  circulation  in  our  commercial 
body  is  to  increase  the  purchasing 
power  x)f  the  people. 

Did  any  of  these  clergymen  advocate 
such  a  remedy? 

My  gracious  goodness  no.  Such  an 
idea  never  entered  their  sanctified 
brains. 

Money  to  the  commercial  body  is 
what  blood  is  to  the  human  anatomy. 

If  some  poor  switchman  should  have 
his  leg  crushed,  and  lose  half  his  blood 
through  amputation,  and  the  doctor 
would  say,  I  will  alleviate  his  suffer- 
ins,  and  thereupon  pull  out  his  lance 
and  start  to  open  an  artery  in  the 
patient,  thereby  causing  a  further  de- 
pletion of  blood,  you  would  immediate- 
ly grab  Mr.  Doctor,  taking  him  to  be  a 
lunatic,  and  you  would  undoubtedly  be 
correct  in  your  surmise. 

That  is  plain,  is  it  not?  Nobody  will 
gainsay  or  deny  that  such  a  doctor 
would  be  crazy,  will  he? 

Now,  then,  as  we  said  before,  money 
to  the  commercial  body  is  what  blood 
is  to  our  body.  At  this  moment  com- 
merce has  one  of  its  legs  crushed;  in 
consequence  thereof  it  is  in  a  very 
weak  condition  from  loss  of  blood 
(money).  The  doctors  in  consultation 
have  determined  to  further  rob  the  pa- 
tient of  his  strength  by  taking  more 
blood  (money)  from  him,  and  the 
lance  they  use  in  this  case  is  called 
REDUCTION  IN  WAGES,  or  throwing 
their  employes  completely  out  of  work. 

If  the  doctor  treating  the  switchman 
with  the  amputated  leg  was  crazy, 
surely  you  will  admit  that  the  doctors 
(employers)  in  attendance  on  the  sick 
man  commerce  are  equally  as  insane. 

The  only  way  to  restore  confidence 


and  start  the  wheels  of  commerce  re- 
volving is  by  a  good,  healthy  circula- 
tion of  the  medium  of  exchange,  and 
this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  em- 
ployment for  all  workmen  at  good 
wages.  Increase  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  people  and  confidence  will  ap- 
pear instanter,  and  then  there  will  be 
no  need  of  ordained  followers  of  the 
Nazarene  giving  vent  to  slobbering 
eulogies  in  support  of  a  system  that 
stinks  of  its  rottenness. 


This  nK>nth  you  will  choose  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Secretaries  are 
requested  to  notify  the  editor  of  these 
newly-elected  officers  that  a  complete 
and  correct  roster  may  appear  in  the 
February  issue.  REMEMBER,  send 
this  information  to  the  EDITOR  di- 
rectly. Putting  information  on  back 
of  reports  to  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  is  no  sure  way  of  getting  to 
the  ear  of  the  editor.  Moreover,  the 
editor  does  not  propose  disturbing  the 
office  force  in  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer's  office  by  making  inquiries 
or  rummaging  among  papers  that  be- 
long to  a  department  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  the  editorial  room. 

So  bear  in  mind  you  have  an  editor 
(a  kind  of  one),  and  if  you  have  any- 
thing pertaining  to  the  Journal,  such 
as  change  of  address  of  officers  or  mem- 
bers, send  directly  to  the  editor;  do 
not  make  such  notations  on  back  of 
monthly  reports,  for  ninety-nine  times 
out  of  a  hundred  they  are  never  no- 
ticed, and  then  you  think  you  have  a 
kiok  coming  because  the  editor  has  not 
complied  with  instructions  so  sent. 

Write  the  editor  in  person,  and  the 
chances  are  you  will  have  very  little, 
if  any,  grumbling  to  make  on  account 
of  his  failure  to  obey  your  instructions. 
If  you  persist  in  IGNORING  the  editor 
in  these  particulars,  then  kick  yourself, 
for  you  have  no  kick  coming  against 
the  editor. 
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A  MAYOR  WHO  WILL  CRUSH 

THE  RESURRECTION  Of  THE 

CITIZENS'  ALUANCL 

Tbe  following  article  is  taken  from 
tne  San  Francisco  Star,  issue  of  No- 
vember 16th,  and  should  be  given  wide 
circulation  by  the  labor  press: 

"To  attempt  to  revive  the  Citizens' 
Alliance  at  such  a  time  in  the  history 
of  the  city  as  the  present  is  little  short 
of  sheer  idiocy/'  said  Mayor  Taylor 
in  an  interview  on  the  subject  Thurs- 
day. He  was  told  that  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing his  election  the  men  behind  the 
movement  met  and  reorganized  the 
Citizens'  Alliance,  child  of  the  Elmploy- 
ers'  Association,  and  elected  as  presi- 
dent Andrew  Carrigan. 

Mayor  Taylor  made  no  attempt  to 
disguise  his  feelings  on  the  subject,  nor 
to  hide  his  belief  that  the  newly- 
formed  alliance  had  for  its  sole  object 
the  crushing  out  of  labor  unionism. 
Neither  did  he  attempt  to  conceal  his 
disgust  at  what  he  termed  the  "selfish- 
ness" of  the  men,  who  have  thrown 
over  all  pretense  of  maintaining  the  in- 
dustrial peace  for  which  the  mayor 
stood,  and  <or  whi€h,  he  urgently  in- 
sists, he  will  continue  to  stand  for  dur- 
ing his  entire  term  of  office. 

"This  movement  would  make  me  out 
a  liar,"  said  the  mayor,  *'if  I  did  not 
use  every  effort  to  crush  it  before  it 
gatners  headway.  Throughout  my  time 
in  office  and  during  the  entire  campaign 
I  have  said  and  reiterated  my  intention 
of  using  my  uttermost  effort  to  bring 
about  the  industrial  welfare  of  this 
city  through  the  maintenance  of  in- 
dustrial peace. 

"Labor  voted  for  me  and  my  admin- 
istration because,  it  thought  that  I  in- 
tended to  play  fair  with  it.  Labor  can 
rest  assured  that  I  do  intend  to  play 
fair  wiih  it  I  shall  deal  with  the 
law-breaker  in  this  city,  no  matter  of 
what  walk  of  life  he  may  be.  I  have 
no  more  ssrmpathy  with  the  law-break- 
ing stevedore  or  drajrman  than  1  have 
with  the  law-breaking  merchant  or 
money-lender.  Don't  mistake  me.  1 
have  been  put  in  office  to  enforce  the 
law  of  the  city  and  that  law  I  shall 
enforce. 

"The  gentlemen  who  organized  the 
Citizens'   Alliance  must  have  thought 


thttt  I  lied  to  the  people  when  I  said 
during  the  recent  campaign  that  1 
was  no  class  mayor,  but  that  I  stood  for 
the  people.  We  have  won  a  great  vic- 
tory for  good  in  this  ctty,  but  I  want 
to  say  right  here  that  this  victory  will 
be  of  no  avail  unless  we  are  wise — 
wise,  not  with  the  wisdom  of  selfish- 
ness, but  with  the  wisdom  which  over- 
riues  personal  ends  and  aims,  throws 
out  personal  desires  and  strives  for  the 
general  good. 

"One  hears  talk  of  going  into  the 
labor  market,  as  though  living  men  and 
women  were  so  much  meat  or  sugar, 
and  it  sickens  me.  There  are  hostile 
camps  in  San  Francisco.  They  must 
be  turned  into  peaceful  camps.  I  have 
seen  a  circular  advocating  the  re- 
crudescence of  the  Citizens'  Alliance. 
"If  the  Citizens'  Alliance  wants 
trouble  it  can  get  it  All  the  power 
that  my  office  confers  upon  me  I  shall 
use  in  crushing  it  out 

I  have  said  that  1  wanted  to  devote 
my  time  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city, 
but  I  shall  let  time  take  care  of  that 
if  need  be  and  give  all  the  energy  1 
have  to  stamping  out  the  spirit  of  class 
hatred  that  will,  unless  checked,  be  the 
downfall  of  San  Francisco. 

"Tne  unions  can  not  be  crushed  in 
that  manner — nor,  for  the  matter  of 
tnat,  can  tney  be  crusned  in  any  man- 
ner. They  are  here  for  good  and  must 
be  treated  farily. 

"Iheir  object  is  good,  laudable  and 
Just  and  I  shall  stand  by  the  pledges 
I  made  to  the  union  men  oi  the  city. 
The  union  man  is  not  a  devil  with 
horns  and  hoofs,  but  a  man,  mostly  a 
good  man,  and  he'll  get  the  treatment 
any  other  good  man  will  receive  under 
the  present  administration. 

"Already  signs  show  what  the  ulti- 
mate outcome  of  any  such  movement 
will  be.  The  longshoremen  have  re- 
sented the  action  of  the  Alliance.  I 
trust  that  nothing  will  come  of  it  I 
feel  sure  that  the  men  on  both  sides 
will  have  the  good  sense  to  realize 
that  the  welfare  of  San  Francisco  de- 
pends largely  on  the  course  of  conduct 
which  employer  and  employe  adopt 
now." 


"Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave 
From  first  we  practice  to  deceive." 
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ENJOINED. 

While  President  Hawley  and  commit- 
teee  were  conferring  with  the  general 
managers  in  Chicago,  the  officials  of 
the  D.,  L.  ft  W.  R.  R.  became  appre- 
hensive of  a  strike  by  the  switchmen 
on  that  line  and  asked  United  States 
Oircult  Court  Judge  Hazel  for  a  re- 
straiDdng  order  forbidding  the  officers 
of  this  union  couneelling  or  abetting  a 
strike,  or  interfering  with  or  intimidat- 
ing those  who  might  be  employed  to 
take  strikers'  places. 

This  action  was  in  consequence  of 
an  agreement  existing  between  mem- 
bers of  this  union  employed  on  said 
road  and  the  D.,  L.  ft  W.  R.  R. 

This  agreement  has  been  wantonly 
and  repeatedly  broken  by  the  com- 
pany, and  while  the  men  have  con- 
stantly importuned  the  officials  of  the 
company  to  live  up  to  said  agreement, 
their  pleadings  have  been  in  vain.  Cun- 
ning, trickery,  subterfuge  have  been 
constantly  and  continually  practiced 
by  the  company,  until  the  agreement 
came  to  be  looked  upon  by  all  parties 
to  it  as  a  huge  Joke. 

We  have  not  had  a  hearing  yet,  and 
the  probabilities  are  the  injunction  will 
be  vacated  by  the  orator. 

However,  it  is  of  little  consequence 
to  the  union  whether  the  petitioner 
takee  this  step  or  not,  as  the  injunc- 
tion, if  made  permanent,  could  live  no 
longer  than  the  contract,  and  that  will 
have  expired  February  1,  1908. 


Bro.  Hawley  is  the  recipient  of  a 
handsome  autograph  photo  of  T.  V. 
Powderly,  ex-Grand  Master  Workman 
of  the  Knights  of  Labor.  Mr.  Powder- 
ly is  at  the  head  of  a  department  under 
Mr.  Oscar  Strauss,  Secretary  Commerce 
and  Labor.  Mr.  Powderly's  duties  are 
looking  after  the  distribution  of  immi- 
grants, for  which  he  receives  a  salary 
of  13,500  per  year. 


INEORMATION  WANTED. 

Bro.  H.  L.  Shure.  a  member  of  Clip- 
per Lodge  No.  74,  Michigan  City,  Ind., 
who  had  been  switching  at  Michigan 
City  for  the  past  twenty  years,  left 
home  Sunday  afternoon,  October  27th, 
and  has  not  been  heard  from  since. 
Bro.  Shure  is  43  years  old,  dark  com- 
plexion, weighs  about  160  pounds.  Any 
information  leading  to  his  whereabouts 
will  be  kindly  received  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Shure,  816  East  Second 
street,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 


GRAY'S   ELEGY   MODERNIZED 

The  panic  tolls  the  knell  of  parting 
day. 

The  Jobless  men  tramp  slowly  o'er  the 
lea, 

The  money  king  to  Europe  sails  away 

And  leaves  his  slaves  to  face  grim  pov- 
erty. —A.  /.  Carey. 


Orlando  K.  Fltzsimmons,  in  his  work 
''Metamorphose,"  has  this  to  say  about 
the  Judiciary:  A  Judge,  'however,  is 
merely  human  and  is  subject  to  human 
nescience  and  consequent  ailments  and 
idiosyncracies.  Even  under  normal 
conditions  he  ie  as  apt  to  be  mistaken 
as  any  other  individual,  but  when  he 
allows  himself  to  be  guided  by  the 
blunders  of  others,  he  is  usually  a 
paragon  of  incompetence  for  the  try- 
ing posiUon  he  holda  If  a  Judge  were 
made  to  suffer  for  every  injustice  he 
inflicts  on  others,  he  would  probably 
have  more  respect  for  TRUTH  and 
JUSTICE,  and  less  for  stupid  "pre- 
cedent" than  he  has  now. 


"What  am  oratory,  Brudder  Jack- 
son?" 

"Brudder  Simmons,  I  will  elucidate. 
If  you  says  black  am  white,  dat  am 
foolish.  But  if  you  says  black  am  white, 
an'  beliefs  like  a  bull,  an'  pounds  on  a 
table  wif  bofe  fists,  dat  am  oratory,  an' 
some  people  will  believe  you." — Wath-- 
ington  JJartHd. 
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CRIMINAL  CLASS  COSTLY. 


Two  Hundred  MiWon  Dollars  the 
Price  Unde  Sam  Pays  Yearly. 

JinnsoN  Cut,  Mo.,  Not.  16.— The 
actual  cost  of  crime  in  the  United 
States  is  now  more  than  1200,000,000 
a  year,  according  to  estimates  recently 
completed  hy  Thomas  Speed  Mosby, 
Missoori  State  Pardon  Attorney,  and 
made  public  here  today. 

"If  we  consider  also  the  well  known 
non-productlyeness  of  the  criminal 
classes  generally/'  says  Mr.  Mosby, 
"this  would  bring  the  estimated  burden 
of  crime  up  to  fully  1600,000,000  per 
annum.  Every  honest  man  in  this 
country  who  is  the  head  of  a  family  is 
obliged  to  pay  not  less  than  |25  per 
year  on  this  account  and  the  per  capita 
cost  of  crime  is  much  more  than  the 
p«r  capita  cost  of  education. 

"According  to  the  most  reliable 
sources  of  information,  about  one  in 
every  320  persons  in  the  United  States 
is  either  a  pauper,  a  lunatic  or  a  crim- 
inal, and  our  degenerate  population 
alone  would  make  a  city  larger  than 
the  national  capital." 


Prices  and  Wages. 

The  high  cost  of  living  is  Aitrong 
evidence  in  support  of  the  belief  that 
gold  has  become  cheaper  than  it  was. 
The  evidence  is  confirmed,  says  The 
Puhlic  of  Chicago,  by  the  fact  that 
gold  can  be  mined  and  refined  more 
easily  than  heretofore.  The  cost  of 
producing  gold  diminished,  the  prices 
of  commodities  measured  by  the  gold 
standard  risen — ^the  coming  together 
of  these  two  facts  would  seem  to  prove 
conclusively  that  our  high  prices 
imply  cheap  money.  But  wages  have 
not  risen  with  the  price  of  commodi- 
ties. The  earner  must  pay  more  to 
live,  though  he  gets  but  little  more 
with  which  to  live.  Organized  work- 
ers, if  their  organizations  are  strong, 
get  a  little  higher  wages,  but  their  pei^ 
centage  of  advances  is  much  less  than 
the  percentage  of  increase  in  living 
expenses,  while  most  of  the  unorgan- 
ized workers,  even  those  who  think 
they  mind  their  own  business,  have 
had  no  compensating  gains  whatever. 
Commodities    have    risen    quickly    in 


price  in  response  to  the  fall  in  the 
value  of  gold,  for  the  commodity  mar- 
ket is  fluent;  but  the  labor  market 
moves  slowly  in  the  direction  of  higher 
pay  however  quickly  It  may  move  in 
the  direction  of  lower  pay.  What  is 
to  be  the  result  of  this  change  In  the 
value  relation  of  gold  to  conmiodities 
without  a  corresponding  change  in  the 
value  relation  of  gold  to  work?  Isn't 
a  check  upon  consumption  Inevitable? 
Already  it  is  noticeable  in  seme  quar 
ters.  And  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  check  upon  consumption?  What 
can  it  be  but  a  corresponding  check 
upon  production?  A  falling  oft  of  con- 
sumption for  any  cause,  must  act  and 
react  upon  producers  until  the  de- 
mand for  labor  is  lessened  all  along 
the  line.  The  holders  of  natural  re- 
sources from  which  materials  are  ob- 
tained and  upon  which  business  is 
done,  the  owners  of  railways  and  simi- 
lar privileges,  have  undoubtedly  gained 
enormously  by  advances  in  prices;  but 
the  number  of  these  as  compared  with 
other  classes  is  small  and  their  total 
consumption  is  consequently  of  less 
importance  than  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
population.  Their  demands  are  not 
enough  to  sustain  normal  demand  for 
labor.  The  culminating  crash  would 
come,  therefore,  though  the  check  upon 
production  were  caused  only  by 
changes  in  price  relations.  But  there 
is  a  deeper  cause,  one  that  operates 
regardless  of  money  relations,  and 
which  at  present  is  operating  with 
those  changes  to  produce  the  same  re- 
sult. The  high  prices  of  the  sources 
of  raw  materials,  shown  here  in  high 
prices  of  monopoly  stocks,  there  in 
high  prices  of  farming  and  of  mining 
land,  and  yonder  in  high  prices  of  build- 
ing land,  evennvhere  creating  a  flnan- 
cial  obstacle  to  the  approach  of  labor  to 
land— these  high  prices  are  directly 
checking  production  and  thereby  lead- 
ing on  to  the  inevitable  depression. 
The  conditions  of  hard  times  are  here; 
the  signs  are  in  the  commercial  sky. 
— Bx, 


Growth  of  Labor  Unions. 

The  shipwrights  formed  a  society  in 
New  York  City  in  1803.  and  the  tailors 
and  also  the  carpenters  did  this  in 
1806,  in  the  same  town.  This  may  be 
said  to  have  been  the  beginning  of  la- 
bor unionism  in  the  United  States. 
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In  the  next  four  or  five  decades  or- 
ganizatlonsr  were  established  in  most 
of  the  great  industries,  some  of  which 
lasted  only  a  few  years.  Many  of  these 
gradually  became  national.  The  print- 
ers were  the  first  craft  of  any  conse- 
quence to  extend  their  organization 
all  oyer  the  country.  They  established 
the  National  Typographical  Union  in 
1852.  So  as  to  take  in  Canada  they 
established  the  International  Typo- 
graphical Union  in  1862,  being  the 
leader  also  in  this  boarder  field. 

The  formation  of  great  corporations 
and  the  immense  expansion  in  indus- 
try, which  began  soon  after  the  Civil 
War  incited  larger  labor  combinations 
than  had  existed  prior  to  that  time. 
Some  of  these  formed  the  National  La- 
bor Union,  established  at  a  conyention 
in  Baltimore  in  1866,  which  entered 
politics  in  1872  by  nominating  the  la- 
bor reform  ticket,  putting  Charles 
O'Connor  up  for  president.  Its  votes 
were  few,  and  it  attracted  no  general 
attention  in  the  campaign.  That  broke 
up  the  combination,  and  labor  societies, 
as  societies,  kept  out  of  politics  for  the 
next  few  years.  As  societies  their 
most  extensive  participation  in  politics 
was  in  the  congressional  campaign  of 
1906,  when  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  attacked  m«uiy  congressmen  who 
opposed  legislation  which  the  federa- 
tion advocated. 

Starting  as  a  local  secret  society  in 
Philadelphia  in  1869,  and  holding  its 
first  general  assembly  In  1878,  the 
Knights  of  Labor  was  the  earliest  so- 
ciety which  aimed  to  gather  all  the 
workers  oi  trades  into  a  single  organi- 
zation. It  had  500,000  members  in 
1886,  with  Terence  V.  Powderly  as  the 
head. 

Then  began  its  decline  and  fall.  Its 
strike  on  the  Gould  system  of  railways 
in  St.  Louis  and  the  Southwest  in  1885 
it  won,  but  the  larger  strike  in  1886  on 
the  same  roads  it  lost.  From  that  time 
onward  it  gradually  shrunk  in  import- 
ance. Today  it  is  only  a  shadow  of  its 
former  greatness. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
rose  as  the  Knights  of  Labor  fell.  At 
a  conyention  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in 
1886,  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor was  formed,  and  it  has  gradually 
absorbed  nine-tenths  of  all  the  labor 
organizations  of  the  United  States.  In 
it    the    several     crafts    retain    their 


autonomy,  but  are  federated  for  pur- 
poses of  co-operation. 

In  1907  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  comprises  119  national  and  in- 
ternational unions,  and  claims  to  have 
2,000,000  members.  The  afliliated 
unions  publish  24S  weekly  or  nionthly 
papers  deVoted  to  the  cause  of  labor. 
The  federation's  head  is  Samuel  Gom- 
pers  and  its  organ,  of  which  he  is  the 
editor,  is  the  American  FederatUmiat. 

Outside  of  the  American  Federation 
are  about  fifteen  labor  organizations, 
the  most  important  of  which  are  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  the  Stone  Masons' 
International  Union,  the  Bricklayers 
and  Masons'  Union,  and  the  various  or- 
ders of  railway  workers — Locomotive 
Engineers,  Locomotive  Firemen,  Switch- 
men, Trainmen,  Conductors  and  others. 

The  societies  not  afliliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  have  a 
membership  of  about  500,000,  making 
the  membership  of  all  the  labor  socie- 
ties of  the  United  States,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, about  2,600,000. — American  Indus- 
tHes. 


Facts  About  Oregon. 

Oregon  raises  50,000,000  bushels  of 
wheat  a  year,  consumes  12,000,000,  and 
sells  the  rest  Total  value  of  farm 
products  this  year  estimated  at  |80,- 
000,000. 

There  are  only  450,000  acres  of  Ore- 
gon soil  under  irrigation  out  of  a  pro- 
ductive area, of  10,000.000  acres. 

To  the  national  irrigation  fund  Ore- 
gon has  contributed  16,000,000,  a 
larger  sum  than  any  other  State. 

The  fruit  crop  of  the  State  is  worth 
to  its  growers  about  15,000,000  a  year. 
Oregon  apples,  pears  and  other  fruits 
bring  the  highest  prices  in  the  most 
exacting  of  the  world's  markets. 

The  city  of  Portland  produces  manu- 
factures that  it  sells  for  130,000,000  a 
year. 

There  is  enough  timber  in  Oregon  to. 
build  a  fence  fifty  feet  high  around 
the  entire  United  States.  It  has  one- 
sixth  of  the  total  timber  supply  of  the 
country,  more  than  any  other  State, 
and  gets  112,000,000  annually  for  its 
timber  products. 

Oregon  has  2,000  miles  of  railroad  in 
operation,  1.042  miles  of  new  roads  now 
building,  and  as  much  more  mileage 
projected  for  immediate  construction. 
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Chicago,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  you  and  yours,  together  with 
your  entire  office  force,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  where- 
ever  dispersed,  a  glorious  Christmas 
and  prosperous  New  Year,  and  were  it 
mine  to  give  I  would  see  that  each  of 
you  had  what  1  wish  for  you. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  we 
are  called  again  face  to  face  with  that 
irrevocable  claim  of  mankind,  lue 
grim  reaper,  whose  name  is  death,  in 
silence  has  taken  from  us  one  we 
have  known  but  to  love — Bro.  John  F. 
Mangan — while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  assistant  yardmaster  for  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  in  the  lower 
yard. 

Lodge  No.  199  sympathizes  with  Bro. 
L.  J.  Daley,  who  had  the  misfortune  of 
losing  his  arm  while  In  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  on  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad. 

Officers  and  members  of  Lodge  No. 
199,  do  not  fail  to  attend  the  first 
meeting  in  December,  which  will  be 
Dec  8,  7.30  p.  m.,  sharp,  as  there  will 
be  nomination  and  election  of  officers 
for  the  year  1908.  All  attend  and  elect 
your  best  workers. 

Well,  I  will  have  to  tell  you  of  the 
grand  union  ball  given  by  Chicago 
Lodges  Nos.  199,  &8  and  19,  which  we 
held  in  the  West  Side  Auditorium  on 
Saturday  evening,  Nov.  16,  and  which 
was  the  largest  social  entertainment 
ever  iriven  by  Joint  lodges  in  the 
Windy  City.  The  grand  march  was 
led  by  Bro.  J,  B.  Connors,  our  Second 
Vice-President,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Al ten- 
berg.  The  hall  was  packed  to  its  ca- 
pacity, and  the  proceeds  of  this  enter- 
tainment will  exceed  those  of  any  en- 
tertainment ever  given  by  any  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  lodges. 


At  our  first  meeting  in  November  we 
had  as  visiting  brothers,  Bro.  Hawley, 
International  President,  and  Bro.  Heb- 
erllng,  our  First  Vice-President;  also 
Bros.  Martin,  Steward,  Carroll  and 
Smith  of  No.  30,  Bro.  Kelley  of  No.  7, 
Bro.  Wilmot  of  134,  Bro.  Thompson  of 
No.  16,  Bro.  Dean  of  No.  14,  Bro.  Bian- 
Chester  of  No.  92,  Bro.  Bowers  of  No. 
6.  Bro.  Kane  of  No.  4,  Bros.  Fields^ 
Lazear  and  Toung  of  No.  58,  Bro.  Boyle 
of  No.  3«,  Bro.  Taylor  of  No.  117,  Bro, 
Alexander  of  No.  206  and  Bro.  Leah- 
man  of  No.  26. 

This  was  a  very  interesting  meeting 
to  the  members.  There  were  two  can- 
didates initiated  at  this  meeting. 

Will  call  again  in  the  near  future. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  W.  Hbme.v. 


New  Orleans,  La. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  Journal  to 
let  the  boys  know  that  225's  name  and 
number  still  appear  in  the  little  pink 
book's  official  roster.  But  it  is  not 
that  our  disappearance  has  not  been 
prophesied  by  our  many  .  supposed 
friends.  But  such  idle  tafk  doesn't 
daunt  our  members,  as  we  are  here  to 
stay  at  all  cost.  It  is  true  we  have  a 
very  small  membership  —  25 — ^but  the 
25  we  have  are  worth  25,000  rats.  The 
I.  C.  works  about  50  engines  here,  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  we  are  not  repreeent- 
ed  on  this  road  as  we  should  be.  In 
all  there  are  about  350  switchmen  in 
the  various  yards  of  New  Orleans,  and 
I  think  if  we  could  get  our  members 
divided'  up  in  these  different  yards, 
with  the  assistance  of  one  of  our 
many  organizers,  we  could  reap  good 
results  for  our  union.  There  is  a  lot  of 
good  material  here  which  we  could  get 
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with  a  little  help,  and  by  having  a  few 
of  our  members  in  the  different  yards, 
they  would  be  thrown  in  contact  daily 
with  non-members  and  stingers  and 
explain  the  good  results  obtained 
through  our  noble  order,  and  I  think 
we  could  land  a  good)  many  members. 
Present  indications  point  to  eight  or 
ten  new  applications.  I  hope  Bro.  J. 
A.  Grierson  of  No.  I  will  take  the 
matter  up  with  Bro.  Heberling,  as  he 
said  he  would.  If  consistent  and  not 
out  of  your  territory,  pay  us  a  visit, 
Bro.  Heberling.  I  know  you  can  help 
us,  and  there  being  a  vast  field  here 
you  could  do  an  immense  lot  of  busi- 
ness. Tou  will  have  all  the  assistance 
you  desire. 

I  hope  by  the  time  I  see  this  letter 
in  print,  the  boys  will  be  enjoying  all 
that  was  asked  for  in  the  last  confer- 
ence. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  pay  us  another 
visit,  Bro.  Grierson.  We  will  be  armed 
for  you  the  next  time. 

Something  must  have  hai^pened  to 
our  JouBNAL  agent  I  don't  see  any- 
thing from  him  lately  in  the  paper. 
Come  on  friend  Joseph  V.  Hand  the 
boys  something.  They  like  to  hear 
from  you.  Get  a  move  on  you. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

T.  P.  Maqvjbm. 


St.  L^uis,  Mo. 

BoiTOB  SwiTOHMSN's  Joubnal: 

It  has  been  s(Hne  time  since  I  wrote 
anything  for  the  Joubnal,  but  as  our 
ninth  annual  ball  is  Just  over,  and 
fearing  no  one  else  would  tell  the 
brothers  and  sisters  throughout  the 
country  of  its  grand  success,  I  will 
endeavor  to  give  them  a  brief  synopsis. 
The  music  started  at  8  p.  m.  sharp, 
Nov.  19,  1907,  at  the  New  Club  Hall, 
Thirteenth  and  Chouteau  avenue,  and 
continued  until  8  a.  m.,  working  one 
hour  over-time,  and  there  were  some 
who  were  not  satisfied,  and  kicked  for 
another  hour.  The  committee  thought 
they  had  done  Justice,  and  the  ninth 
annual  ball  came  to  a  close  at  3  a.  m., 
and  everybody  "skidooed"  home 
through  the  rain. 

To  say  this  ball  was  a  success  would 
be  mildly  putting  it,  as  it  was  a  grand 
suocess  financiallly,  fraternally  and  so- 
cially; financially,  because  the  com- 
mittee netted  a  nice  little  sum  for  our 
treasury;    fraternally,  because  it  was 


largely  attended  by  all  the  other  raU- 
road  organizations  of  the  city;  so- 
cially, because  the  greater  part  of 
those  in  attendance  were  acquainted, 
and  I  might  say  it  was  more  like  a 
family  reunion  than  a  public  balL  The 
arrangement  committee,  Bros.  J.  P. 
Sheridan,  H.  A.  Bartley,  and  P.  J. 
Flynn,  can  not  be  given  too  much 
credit  for  the  selection  of  the  hall, 
music,  and  all  other  arrangements  per- 
taining to  make  the  ball  a  grand  suc- 


The  ladies  of  the  auxiliary.  Twen- 
tieth Century  Lodge  No.  14,  were  each 
presented  with  a  beautiful  badge  with 
the  emblem  of  the  auxiliary  and  the 
colors  of  our  union,  red,  white  and 
green,  as  a  Small  token  from  St  Louis 
Lodge  No.  87,  which  was  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  ladies,  who  proudly  wore 
them  over  their  hearts  throughout  the 
ball.  There  were  about  two  hundred 
couples  in  the  grand  march,  which  is 
sufficient  proof  that  there  was  no 
measly  attendance,  so  that  is  about  all 
for  the  ball,  only  there  are  some  of  us 
that  wish  it  would  come  once  a  week 
instead  of  once  a  year.  Everybody  said 
he  had  a  good  time,  and  I  guess  all 
did,  Judging  from  their  smiling  faces. 

Well,  old  No.  87  is  holding  her  own; 
good  attendance  at  our  meetings, 
taking  in  a  few  candidate^  now  and 
then,  and  always  looking  for  more,  and 
I  believe  all  the  other  lodges  are  fiour- 
ishing  in  a  like  manner. 

Bro.  Crowell  is  doing  good  work 
throughout  the  city,  and  I  think  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that  he  will  land  a  new 
lodge  in  the  'Frisco  yards  in  the  near 
future. 

Bro.  W.  G.  Roller  has  left  us  and  has 
accepted  a  position  with  the  C,  B.  ft 
Q.  at  Denver,  Col.  Good  luck  to  you. 
Bill;  we  all  missed  you  at  the  ball. 

Well,  brothers,  I  hope  our  commit- 
tees in  the  Northwest  are  successful 
In  securing  an  Increase  in  wages  for 
the  switchmen,  and  I  hope  the  increase 
will  be  uniform  all  over  the  country. 
There  are  not  many  of  us  down  here 
in  St  Louis  and  East  St  Louis,  but 
what  there  are  are  ready  to  fight  for 
their  rights,  if  it  comes  to  that,  to  the 
bitter  end. 

Well,  there  were  a  great  many  inter- 
esting letters  in  this  month's  issue,  but 
I  think  there  could  be  more  if  the 
brothers  and  sifters  would  only  wake 
up  a  little.  I  haven't  much  room  to 
say  ansrthing,  only  I  have  wakened  up. 
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Ill 


I  retd  two  very  interesting  letters  in 
this  month's  issue  from  Beloit,  Kans., 
tnd  you  bet  they  sounded  good  to  me. 
Hurrah  for  you,  Billy  I  you  are  the 
nine  old  war-horse  as  oyer*  even  if 
yon  are  off  the  rail»  you  are  on  the 
TroO. 

Well,  this  wiU  be  all  for  this  time. 
With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  and 
the  L.  A.,  I  am» 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.» 

GSikifT  Hammond. 


New  York  Gty. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Our  charter  is  again  draped  in 
mooming.  It  is  with  great  sorrow  i 
umonnce  the  death  of  our  late  brother, 
Joseph  B.  Doyle,  who  met  with  a  fatal 
accident  while  at  work  October  13th, 
which  caused  his  death  November  9th. 
Na  66  has  lost  a  good  and  faithful 
member,  one  who  was  thought  well  of 
by  all  acquaintances.  He  leaves  a 
vacant  place  in  the  hearts  of  mother 
and  father.  Bro.  Doyle's  remains  were 
Uid  away  November  13th  by  the 
brothers  of  Harlem  River  Lodge  No.  66. 

Well,  for  a  little  news  from  No.  66. 
We  are  getting  along  fine,  taking  in 
new  members  each  meeting,  and  the 
way  the  applications  are  coming,  and 
they  all  live  up  to  their  word,  there 
loon  will  be  all  kinds  of  snakes  in 
Harlem  River. 

Well,  some  more  hot  air  from  the 
stingers.  The  Harlem  River  stingers, 
oommittee  has  gone  into  the  water- 
front movement  again;  they  are  after 
Chicago  money,  and  they  came  right 
ont  at  an  open  meeting  and  told  us 
that  they  were  going  to  get  Chicago 
money,  but  as  I  am  from  Missouri, 
they  have  to  show  me. 

1  wish  to  state  that  Bro.  Dowling  is 
back  on  the  Job  again,  as  the  sights 
on  Willis  avenue  ran  out 

We  are  all  glad  to  see  our  worthy 
brother,  John  Henry  Tuite  yardmaster 
again. 

Well,  Bro.  Bditor,  as  I  have  taken 
np  my  share  of  the  little  pink  book.  I 
will  back  in  and  let  Shults  and  Ob- 
server have  the  main  line. 

Wishing  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  all  kinds 
of  good  luck,  and  hoping  the  snakes 
set  their  6c  per  hour,  what  they  are 
asking  for  in  Chicago,  I  remain, 
Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bbonx  Km. 


Conneaut,  O. 

Bditob  SwrrcHicsN's  Joubnal: 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Buck- 
eye Lodge  No.  116,  Nov.  3, 1907,  a  oom- 
mittee was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  action  of  E.  F.  Tonkenq,  a  member 
of  No.  116,  who  contracted  a  great 
number  of  debts  and  went  away  and 


A  DEAD  BEAT 

left  them  unpaid,  thus  putting  the 
switchmen  in  a  bad  light  in  Conneaut 

The  committee  found  the  following 
owed:  F.  Bfarsch  A  Kaiser  (123.60), 
Ullor  bill;  J.  G.  Liebel  (146.00),  board 
bill;  Fauver  ft  Walker  (147.20),  cloth- 
ing; Loomis  A  Hogle  (17.00),  livery; 
Hulburt  ft  Thompson  (|26.00),  livery; 
also  his  room-rent,  110.00,  and  took  the 
landlady's  suitcase,  and  furthermore 
he  circulated  a  paper  for  Bro.  Bostrom, 
collected  the  money  and  kept  it  As 
Bro.  Bostrom  had  been  laid  up  two  or 
three  months,  that  money  might  have 
come  in  handy  to  him. 

Now,  brothers,  these  men  are  busi- 
ness men  and  are  very  courteous  in 
showing  favors  to  switchmen,  and  the 
actions  of  such  unworthy  switchmen 
Jeopardize  the  standing  of  good, 
worthy  brothers.  The  members  want 
his  picture  put  in  next  month's  Joxtb- 
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KAL,  along  with  this  statement,  and 
advise  all  brothers  to  watch  out  for 
him,  and  give  him  what  such  action 
deserves. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

E.  0.  McClobksy, 

C.  C.  Walheb, 

P.  J.  KlOJiET, 

Committee, 


Cincinnati,  O. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnax: 

Well,  brothers,  how  do  you  like 
scrip?  How  would  you  like  a  bowl  of 
hot  air  for  breakfast?  You  might  take 
the  hot  air,  but  would  the  stomach 
accept  it  as  the  real  thing?  The  aver- 
age workingman  has  to  accept  it  as 
pay  for  his  labor  and  then  wear  out 
three  pairs  of  shoes  trying  to  exchange 
it. 

By  the  time  you  get  the  Jouenal  I 
suppose  our  grievances  with  the  gen? 
eral  managers  will  have  been  settled, 
and  I  hope  satisfactorily  to  all  con- 
cerned. Here  in  Cincinnati  we  are  all 
working  hard  toward  that  end. 

The  Cincinnati  Southern  committee, 
Bros.  Murphy,  Taylor  and  Qrantz, 
have  met  the  general  manager,  Mr. 
Baker,  who  recognized  the  committee 
and  was  pleased  to  give  the  switchmen 
a  good  working  agreement.  The  Cin- 
cinnati Southern  has  no  age  limit  nor 
physical  examination.  As  to  service 
records,  the  companies  give  and  re- 
ceive and  will  not  concede  the  point. 

Bro.  Bratton  has  resumed  his  duties 
on  the  Big  Four.  I  must  say  that  Bros. 
Bratton,  Page,  McKenna  and  several 
other  brothers  here  have  done  good 
work  lately,  79  new  applications  hav- 
ing come  in  to  No.  Z6  in  the  past  30 
days.  Fourteen  new  members  were 
added  to  No.  26  at  our  first  meeting  in 
November,  with  the  promise  of  a  large 
number  after  pay  day. 

The  first  of  the  month  we  will  instal 
a  new  lodge  at  Ivorydale,  if  the  Grand 
Lodge  gets  the  charter  here  in  time, 
xhe  next  move  will  be  an  auxiliary 
for  Cincinnati,  as  No.  26  haa  got  start- 
ed and  cannot  stop.  So  look  out  for 
No.  26  in  the  future. 

Just  a  word  about  the  physical  ex- 
aminations on  railroads.  Why  do  the 
railroads  require  a  switchman  to  un- 
dergo a  physical  examination?  Do 
they  think  we  are  animals  they  are 


going  to  kill  or  cripple  sooner  or  later 
if  we  stay  with  them?  Statistics  prove 
that  one  out  of  every  nine  switchmen 
is  either  killed  or  crippled  every  year. 
If  the  railroads  do  not  want  us  when 
we  get  old,  why  don't  they  pension  us 
at  a  decent  age?  Say  50  years.  The 
switchman  who  has  been  switching 
cars  for  26  years,  and  lives  to  be  50 
years  of  age,  is  a  novelty.  I  cannot 
say  too  much  for  the  old-time  switch- 
man who  handled  the  link  and  pin; 
but  today  we  get  a  cut  of  cars,  every 
other  car  with  a  different  style  coupler. 
You  pull  the  cut-off  lever;  car  doesn't 
cut;  engineer  says  you  must  be  get- 
ting weak,  can't  cut  a  car  off.  You 
step  in  between  to  raise  knuckle  lock. 
Result:  Fingers  crushed,  otherwise 
maimed  or  life  lost.  It  is  more  dan- 
gerous now  switching  cars  than  it  ever 
was  with  link  and  pin.  And  why?  Be- 
cause we  have  too  many  different 
styles  of  couplers.  One  thing  we  need 
is  a  uniform  coupler  law. 

Brother  Editor,  I  will  ride  this  one 
into  clear  and  set  a  binder. 

Hoping  we  will  have  the  best  of  suc- 
cess in  an  Increase  in  wages;    also  a 
few  good   working  rules,  so  that  we 
switchmen  will  not  think  we're  mules. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  L.  Gantz. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Things  are  booming  so  well  in 
Lodge  No.  39  that  the  good  things 
should  be  passed  along.  We  initiated 
eighteen  the  last  two  meetings,  with 
about  fifteen  applications  to  act  on. 

We  are  all  looking  to  Chicago  for  the 
proper  action  in  regard  to  our  Increase 
in  wages.  But  with  President  Hawley 
and  his  following  there,  no  oHe  has 
fear  of  the  outcome.  Let  us  all  "dl^ 
in"  and  increase  our  membership 
making  all  the  yards  solid  S.  U..  thek'e- 
by  making  all  help  to  bear  the  expense 
of  keeping  in  line. 

Elk  Lodge  No.  99  gave  Its  flrtt 
annual  ball  the  18th  inst.  Everybody 
reports  a  good  time. 

Every  member  of  the  S.  U.  has  his 
eyes  on  the  movements  of  the  S.  XJ. 
committeeEi  and  the  various  railroads' 
general  managers  in  Chicago.  One  of 
our  morning  papers  has  the  S.  XJ.  all 
out  on  strike  for  increase  of  wages, 
but  just  watch  your  Uncle  Hawley's 
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movementa  in  this  little  game.  Frank 
T.  will  snide  us  all  throni:h  it  and  not 
come  out  second  best,  either.  There 
are  quite  a  number  of  questions  to  be 
settled,  and  while  the  increase  of 
wages  is  paramount,  the  other  matters 
will,  if  settled,  make  a  switchman's 
existence  quite  a  good  deal  better,  and 
we  can  "come  again"  for  the  rest  So 
let  me  say  to  all,  if  you  do  not  get  all 
y4>u  ask  for,  ''dig  in"  and  build  up  your 
organixation;  make  her  jBecond  to 
none.  Let  us  haye  36.000  instead  of 
23,000  members  when  the  next  increase 
is  asked  for. 

Now,  brothers,  at  the  first  meeting 
in  December  you  place  in  nomination 
your  officers  for  1908.  See  to  it  that 
good  and  true  ones  are  to  fill  the 
chair,  men  who  have  been  tried  and 
not  found  wanting.  Don't  stay  away 
from  lodge  and  when  things  are  done 
begin  to  "kick."  Be  on  hand  and  hare 
a  voice  in  what  takes  place.  Let  us  all 
work  in  harmony,  as  no  chain  is 
stronger  than  the  weakest  link.  Profit 
by  the  other  fellow's  mistake,  and 
while  we  have  had  a  very  prosperous 
year  in  1907,  let  us  all  try  and  make 
1906  stiU  better. 

Now,  Bro.  Cassidy,  with  all  the  rest 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  staff  being  away 
and  necessarily  your  duties  increased, 
I  will  not  make  you  work  any  over- 
time, so  I  will  cut  it  out.  With  best 
wishes,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

"N.  Y.  C." 


Collinwood. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  my  last 
letter  took  the  wrong  route  and  landed 
in  the  waste  basket  I  will  try  again. 

No.  &5  is  increasing  in  membership, 
having  taken  in  10  new  members  last 
meeting  and  still  some  more  left  for 
the  next 

The  ladies  of  Lodge  No.  31  gave  a 
very  large  and  enjoyable  party  on 
Wednesday  evening,  November  18,  at 
Smith's  Hall.  A  very  fine  supper  was 
served  and  it  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The 
music  furnished  by  Brill's  orchestra, 
of  Cleveland,  was  certainly  fine.  The 
party  was  a  success  in  every  way,  both 
socially  and  financially,  swelling  their 
treasury  about  $90.  Have  another,  la- 
dies! 


Bro.  Rice  is  laid  up  sick  with  rheu- 
matism. 

Bro.  Ohllnger  and  wife  expect  to 
leave  soon  for  a  visit  among  friends 
and  relatives  in  Southern  Ohio.  . 

Bro.  George  Ross  of  No.  151  will 
please  accept  my  apology.  Cause: 
"Mistaken  identity."  That's  one  on 
me,  Bro.  Ross. 

Bro.  C.  D.  Fowler  and  son  Sterling 
are  now  "red  hots,"  having  gone  to 
reside  at  Nottingham  with  Bro.  Fow- 
ler's father. 

"Continued  In  our  next" 

B.  C.  D. 


Valley  Junction,  la. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Valley  Junction  Lodge  No.  174  is 
getting  along  nicely.  At  this  writing 
we  have  several  applications  on  hand 
and  a  couple  of  candidates  for  our  next 
regular  meeting. 

All  brother  switchmen  will  regret 
to  hear  of  our  ex-switchtender,  Frank 
Carmody,  being  killed.  He  was  a  very 
popular  young  man,  with  a  host  of 
friends  among  the  railroad  men  and 
all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
favorite  among  the  switchmen  as  he 
was  always  ready  to  help  out  and  do 
favori  for  all.  The  switchmen  re- 
gret the  loss  of  this  young  man  and 
extend  their  sympathy  to  his  parents. 
His  funeral  was  held  at  Perry,  Iowa, 
Wednesday,  Nov.  6,  1907. 

Well,  brothers,  I  will  have  to  tell 
you  about  one  of  our  brother  members, 
C.  E.  Castle.  Last  month  he  came 
back  to  Valley  Junction,  la.,  and  po- 
litely took  one  of  the  finest  young  la- 
dies from  this  city.  Miss  Jenny  Lyben, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Jenny  Castle.  He 
never  even  treated  his  brother  switch- 
men; just  slipped  away  on  us.  But 
wait  till  he  comes  back  to  visit  us. 
We  will  get  even  with  him  then.  So, 
Bro.  Castle,  look  out;  we  are  laying 
for  you.  His  wife  was  a  member  of 
the  Ladles'  Auxiliary  of  the  S.  XJ.  of 
N.  A.,  and  the  ladies  gave  her  a  beau- 
tiful present.  We  extend  our  best 
wishes  and  may  happiness  accompany 
them  through  life. 

Well,  I  will  ring  off  for  this  time. 
With  best  regards  to  all  S.  U.  men  and 
their  families,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

P.  B.  V. 
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Omaha,  Neb. 

Editob  Switohmbn'b  Joubnal: 

Ab  I  liave  not  seen  anything  in  the 
JouBKAL  from  Overland  Lodge  No.  6,  I 
will  try  to  write  a  few  lines. 

We  are  in  a  prosperous  condition 
and  have  a  few  applications  on  hand 
to  work  on.  We  have  a  good  attend- 
ance by  a  lot  of  jolly  fellows.  We  are 
scattered  around,  but  we  always  have 
good  lodge  meetings. 

We  had  a  young  fellow  by  the  name 
of  C.  G.  Barney  killed.  I  had  given 
him  an  application.  He  was  a  single 
man.  His  mother  lives  in  Wisconsin. 
If  he  had  lived  a  short  while  longer 
he  would  have  become  a  member  of 
our  union. 

I  think  there  will  be  a  landslide  be- 
fore long. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  I  will 
close  for  this  time. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  H.  Hall. 


Chicago,  III. 

Bditob  Switchmsn's  Joubnal: 

Just  a  few  lines  again  this  month 
to  let  all  the  brothers  know  that  Local 
No.  117  is  still  doing  businese  on  a 
high-class  basis  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  regardless  of  the  two  men  who 
thought  it  was  a  shame  to  ask  the 
poor  railroad  company  for  a  reason- 
able wage  and  a  few  better  working 
conditions,  so  that  we  might  we  able 
to  have  a  little  money  and  a  more 
comfortable  home  for  ourselves  and 
families.  I  also  wish  to  thank  all  the 
B.  of  R.  T.  men  who  came  to  the  front 
and  placed  their  names  on  the  list 
with  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  men  for  more 
money  and  better  working  conditions, 
which  we  truly  deserve. 

I  will  also  state  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  are  readers  of  our  Joubnal 
that  the  night  yard  at  North  Chicago 
signed  up  to  a  man  and  are  there  to 
stay  to  the  finish.  I  also  wish  to  say 
to  the  non-air  who  was  afraid  to  sign 
for  the  reason  that  the  general  yard- 
master  might  not  approve  of  it;  also 
to  the  other  gentleman  who  belongs  to 
our  rival  organization  and  was  afraid 
to  sign  on  account  of  his  wife  not  al- 
lowing him  to  do  so  for  the  reason 
that  she  wanted  to  have  him  keep  on 
working  and  win  the  smiles  from  the 
genera]  managers,  that  smiles  are  all 


right  for  those  that  want  them,  but 
they  don't  pay  rent,  or  the  meat  or 
grocery  bills,  and  they  don't  put  warm 
clothes  on  the  wife  and  litUe  ones  at 
home.  I  for  one  will  take  the  money, 
and  if  I  find  that  I  have  to  have  smiles 
and  bouquets  in  order  to  get  along.  111 
have  the  long  green  in  my  pocket  to 
pay  cash  for  them  and  not  get  them 
firom  the  railroad  officials  on  the  In- 
stallment plan. 

More  money  Is  the  dope  every  time, 
and  No.  117  is  taking  such  a  big  bite 
out  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft  St 
Paul  yards  that  some  one  will  have  to 
take  the  lemons  that  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
will  have  on  hand  for  those  who 
would  rather  have  the  smiles  and  bou- 
quets than  line  up  In  an  honorable  or- 
ganization that  is  ready  to  stand  up 
and  go  to  war  for  the  benefit  of  wives 
and  children,  and  try  to  win  a  glorious 
victory  or  go  down  to  defeat  with  col- 
ors flying.  And  I  wish  to  say  should 
it  come  to  that  that  you  will  find  Lo- 
cal No.  117  ready  to  deliver  the  goods 
at  the  first  note  of  the  bugle. 

Our  motto  is,  "The  injury  of  one  is 
the  concern  of  ALL." 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Edw.  F.  DoLAir. 


Taeoma,  Wash. 

Editob  Switohmbn's  Joubnal: 

A  few  lines  for  the  little  pink  book. 

No.  185  is  getting  along  nicely,  as 
we  have  new  ones  going  in  every  meet- 
ing, but  everybody  Is  anxiously  wait- 
ing for  isome  news  from  Chicago,  which 
we  all  hope  will  be  good  news. 

There  is  plenty  of  business  here 
now,  as  they  are  working  sixteen  en- 
gines dajs  and  ten  nights,  but  there 
are  also  plenty  of  men  and  more  com- 
ing every  day.  It  seems  everybody  Is 
heading  for  the  West  now.  Perhaps 
the  B.  of  R.  T.  is  getting  ready  to 
help  us  out,  the  way  they  did  at  Kan- 
sas City  and  a  few  other  places.  Well, 
they  will  have  to  go  some  to  down  the 
snakes  with  the  Grand  Lodge  ofllcers 
we  have  now  to  fight  for  us. 

On  Nov.  1st  Raymond  Papen,  the 
two-year-old  son  of  Bro.  J.  B.  Papen, 
passed  away.  The  brother  and  his 
family  have  the  sympathy  of  the  broth- 
ers of  No.  135  in  their  bereavement 

I  will  close  for  this  time. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ike. 
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Hammond,  IncL 

BDnX»    8W1TCHM«N*8    JoXTSNALr 

Never  seeing  anything  in  the  Joub- 
iiAL  from  Hammond,  Ind.,  Lodge  No. 
67, 1  thought  I  would  try  my  hand  at  it 
and  see  if  I  couldn't  wake  some  of  the 
other  members  up. 

On  Oct  26th  we  gave  a  grand  ball 
for  the  benefit  of  D.  0.  Rellley,  an  old 
switchman  who  has  not  been  able  to  do 
any  work  for  a  year  or  more  on  ac- 
count of  illness.  It  certainly  was  a 
grand  affair;  everybody  enjoyed  him- 
self. The  hall  was  not  big  enough 
to  receive  the  crowd.  We  cleared  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars, 
and  when  we  handed  it  to  D.  O.  Reilley 
he  was  the  happiest  man  in  Hammond. 

Martha  Lodge  No.  67  is  doing  welL 
We  have  about  eighty-five  members 
now  and  are  working  on  about  twenty- 
nve  applications,  and  we  are  taking  in 
three  or  four  stingers  every  meeting. 

The  "hump,"  days,  is  solid  8.  U.  of 
N.  A.  now,  and  the  night  "hump"  will 
be  the  same  in  a  short  time. 

Airo.  J.  B.  Connors  was  up  to  see 
us  the  other  night  when  we  held  an 
open  meeting  and  he  gave  a  speech  that 
made  a  few  stingers  that  were  sitting 
in  the  hall,  sick  to  their  stomachs.  Hop- 
ing J.  B.  will  come  out  and  repeat  the 
dose,  I  will  close. 

Hoping  we  will  hear  from  some  other 
brother  of  Lodge  No.  67  in  the  next 
issue,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Joseph   Swint. 


Detroit,  Mich. 

Bditob  8wrrcHMEN'8  Joubnal: 

Evidently  Bro.  "Agitotor"  did  not 
understand  the  spirit  of  my  last  let- 
ter. I  would  like  to  answer  him  in  a 
more  lengthy  letter,  but  I  will  refrain 
on  account  of  the  negotiations  between 
the  men  and  the  companies. 

But  I  want  to  say  that  I  did  not 
know  at  the  time  I  wrote  that  letter 
that  the  8.  U.  was  going  to  make  any 
demands  on  the  companies  this  fall.  1 
thought  it  was  Just  a  matter  of  opinion 
between  us. 

Bro.  "Agitator"  will  admit  that  there 
are  times  when  discretion  is  the  better 
part  of  valor  and,  in  my  opinion,  the 
present  is  one  of  those  times.    But  it 


is  only  my  opinion  and  I  think  a  mem- 
ber should  be  able  to  express  his  opin- 
ion without  any  veiled  insinuations 
that  he  is  yellow. 

I  will  assure  Bro.  "AglUtor"  that 
personalities,  however  veiled,  are 
never  conducive  to  good  argument  I 
did  not  say  that  all  the  members  of  the 
B.  of  R.  T.  could  be  induced  to  scab; 
it  would  not  be  necessary. 

I  have  nothing  against  the  brakemen 
who  belong  to  the  B.  of  R.  T.  They  are 
in  the  right  place,  and  if  they  can  con- 
tinue to  play  a  lot  of  switchmen  for 
suckers,  they  do  well.  It  shows  they 
are  intelligent  enough  to  look  after 
their  own  interests  which  Is  more  than 
the  stingers  can  say. 

When  it  comes  to  guessing  what  the 
officials  of  the  B.  of  R.  T.  would  do  In 
case  of  trouble  I  can  only  judge  them 
by  past  performances,  which  is  far 
from  being  encouraging. 

Concluding,  I  would  like  to  ask  Bros. 
Walsh  and  Austin  to  come  again,  the 
oftener  the  better.  8uch  letters  cannot 
fail  to  do  good. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  Qbbvais. 


Cleveland,  O. 

BJDrroB  8witohmsn's  Joxtknal: 

I  am  going  to  try  to  write  my  first 
letter  for  the  Joxtenal.  We  have  come 
to  a  crisis.  We  have  demanded  more 
money  and  better  working  conditions, 
and  for  the  betterment  of  our  union  we 
must  get  them  at  any  cost 

To  begin  with,  let  every  member 
bring  one  non-member  into  the  8.  U. 
every  year.  You  work  with  no-bills, 
bring  them  in.  Do  not  wait  for  some 
B.  of  R.  T.  man  to  get  them,  and  do 
not  let  a  few  do  all  the  business  for 
you,  when  it  does  not  cost  you  a  ceint 

Do  the  brothers  throughout  the  coun- 
try know  what  it  is  to  work  for  a  rail- 
road that  requires  you  to  pass  a  physi- 
cal examination,  more  rigid  than  the 
United  States  army  or  navy,  to  get  a 
measly  job  switching  cars?  Is  it 
right?  No,  a  thousand  times  no!  Is 
it  necessary?  No,  it  is  not!  Then 
why  do  we  stand  for  it?  Are  we  slaves 
to  be  examined  and  given  a  pedigree? 

Brothers,  we  can  stop  it  and  we 
must!  Brothers,  we  have  a  man  who 
would  run  on  the  Republican  ticket  for 
President  William  H.  Taft    the    in- 
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junction  king.  He  would  tie  you  up 
hand  and  foot  for  capitalism.  Shall 
we  stand  for  it? 

What  does  the  working  man  get  from 
either  Republican  or  Democrat?  Noth- 
ing but  promises,  while  a  few  get  all 
the  cream. 

They  are  driving  us  to  Socialism, 
so  why  not  go  before  they  expect  it. 
for  we  can  not  get  much  worse  than 
what  we  have. 

So  I  say,  give  it  a  try. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

T.  B.  Dawson. 


Hammond,  Ind. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

By  courtesy  of  the  editor,  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  things  to  the  members  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union. 

When  it  became  generally  known 
that  the  switchmen  were  asking  for  a 
raise,  and  for  the  adjustment  of  other 
grievances,  the  public,  and  especially 
the  laboring  public,  turned  their  eyes 
in  expectation,  wondering  at  the  temer- 
ity of  an  order  which  dared  take  issue 
with  the  powerful  roads  on  so  vital  a 
question,  which  is  generally  believed 
to  be  a  monetary  panic,  the  more  con- 
servative ones  declaring  it  sheer  mad- 
ness to  undertake  so  monstrous  a  task 
in  the  face  of  such  overwhelming  odds. 
"Why,"  they  said,  "we  may  even  lose 
all  we  have  gained,  for  they  are  threat- 
ening to  repeal  the  Brdman  Act."  Well, 
brothers,  let  the  calamity  howlers  say 
what  they  will,  it  will  not  change  our 
course  one  point  of  the  compass.  We 
have  set  our  minds  on  the  goal,  and 
will  not  be  denied.  Never  lose  your 
courage  for  an  instant;  all  we  have 
got  to  do  and  we  shall  win. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  monetary 
trouble:  why  should  we  fear  a  mone- 
tary panic?  Statistics  compiled  by  the 
government  tell  us  there  is  more 
money  in  the  United  States  treasury 
now  than  at  any  time  in  our  history. 
It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  gov- 
ernment is  going  to  back  the  national 
banks.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  we  have 
an  excellent  crop,  both  of  wheat  and 
com  over  almost  the  entire  country. 
This  being  so,  will  not  breadstufts  be 
correspondingly  cheaper?  Now,  if 
these  facts  are  true  (and  their  authen- 


ticity can  be  proved),  we  must  look 
elsewhere  for  the  trouble  that  evident- 
ly exists.  Assuming  that  the  trouble 
is  of  a  temporary  character,  then  we 
must  look  to  other  sources  for  the 
cause.  Obviously  the  reason  is  lack 
of  confidence  by  the  people  in  the  bank 
ing  concerns,  and  the  banking  firms, 
fearing  a  run  at  this  time,  are  natur- 
ally far  more  conservative  than  they 
are  when  business  is  in  its  normal 
condition.  A  bank's  first  concern  must 
always  be  for  its  depositors.  But 
when  the  people  saw  that  the  banks 
were  standing  firm  and  unshaken,  they 
declined  to  draw  their  money,  and  al- 
ready confidence  is  returning.  So 
don't  let  anyone  frighten  you  in  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  country.  One 
of  the  big  packers  said  not  long  ago 
that  he  expected  meat  to  fall  at  least 
six  per  cent  below  the  present  price 
befor  the  winter  is  over.  Now,  when 
we  take  all  these  things  into  consider- 
ation, I  fail  to  see  any  cause  for  worry. 

Nevertheless,  don't  be  over-confident. 
The  conditions  that  exist  are  bad 
enough,  and  we  must  fight,  and  fight 
hard  to  better  them.  I  have  stated  the 
facts  Just  to  show  you  that  there  is 
no  Immediate  danger  of  their  getting 
any  worse.  Don't  lose  your  spirit,  keep 
fighting,  never  lose  sight  of  the  goal 
we  are  striving  to  attain. 

Every  time  you  go  to  lodge,  brother, 
see  that  you  have  three  or  four  ap- 
plications in  your  pocket  when  you 
come  away,  and  when  you  run  across 
a  man  you  think  will  make  a  desirable 
member  hand  him  one,  talk  to  him,  tell 
him  what  we  are  doing,  tell  him  what 
we  have  done  in  the  past,  make  him 
think  he  is  conferring  a  favor  on  you 
and  on  the  order  by  becoming  a  mem- 
ber, make  him  know  that  he  is  wanted, 
don't  let  him  put  you  ofT,  but  keep  after 
him,  get  him  interested,  and  remem- 
ber it's  numbers  that  count.  After  you 
have  read  your  Journal,  pass  it  along 
to  some  one  who  hasn't  one.  Our 
JouBNAL  is  one  we  may  Justly  be  proud 
of,  there  is  always  good  reading  in  it, 
reading  that  touches  on  every  subject 
of  interest.  It  will  serve  to  interest 
some  one  whom  you  could  get  in  no 
other  way.  So  keep  on  fighting,  be  a 
switchman  in  spirit,  in  name,  and  in 
action,  and  I  will  predict  that  we  will 
become  the  foremost  labor  organization 
in  the  world.  With  best  wishes,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Fbank  R.  Bbowit. 
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Ft  Wayne,  Ind. 

Editdb  Switchmen's  Jouenal: 

It  has  been  some  time  since  No.  78 
has  shown  up  in  the  Journal.  It  is 
presumed  that  the  brothers  on  the  out- 
side may  think  that  we  had  quiet  busi- 
ness. We  are,  however,  still  on  the 
run,  and  are  having  good  runs.  We 
keep  picking  up«  and  soon  will  have  a 
good  pull. 

Bro.  Cassidy,  you  are  aware  that  all 
of  the  organizations  are  at  present  con- 
sidering the  advisability  of  asking  for 
an  Increase  of  wages,  and  a  betterment 
of  working  conditions.  This  is  being 
done  in  the  East,  West,  and  even  in 
this  our  own  district,  our  committee 
having  been  in  session  at  Cleveland  for 
a  few  days,  and  have  made  a  thorough 
reTision  of  all  working  conditions,  not 
only  along  the  lines  of  our  own  road, 
bnt  of  all  the  lines  in  this  the  middle 
district  And  why  should  we  not  have 
it?  The  cars  are  all  of  the  same 
height  and  the  defects  are  equally  as 
annoying  to  the  brothers  here  in  the 
middle  district  as  in  the  West  or  East. 
As  the  proper  manner  to  express  It,  it 
is  worth  Just  as  much  to  switch  cars  in 
Cleveland  or  Buffalo,  or  any  point  In 
the  middle  district,  as  in  Chicago  or 
any  other  place. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  continued 
raise  in  the  prices  of  all  commodities 
that  are  essential  to  the  sustenance  of 
life,  and  the  comfort  of  our  bodies. 
While  this  Is  too  true,  we  have  felt 
that  to  meet  this  we  could  not  do 
otherwise  than  to  look  for,  and  ask 
for,  an  improvement  in  our  conditions, 
both  in  work  and  financial  conditions. 
Our  chairman  convened  the  general 
adjustment  committee  of  the  L.  S.  ft 
M.  S.,  to  meet  at  Cleveland.  This  com- 
mittee (with  thirteen  members,  some 
may  say  unlucky  number — and  be 
quite  superstitious— but  I  think  it 
quite  the  other  way),  met  October  26th, 
and  a  more  jovial,  conservative,  and 
more  Inclined  for  business,  could  hardly 
have  been  gathered.  In  all  of  this  com- 
mittee's deliberations  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number  was  the  para- 
mount consideration,  and  Bro.  Editor, 
the  committee  adjourned  with  the 
brightest  of  hopes,  and  an  almost  posi- 
tive assurance  of  the  betterment  of  all 
the  brothers.  The  writer  feels  that 
way,  and  if  you  had  been  there  you  no 


doubt  would  have  agreed.  I  might  go 
ahead  and  tell  you  of  each  and  every 
brother  as  he  expressed  himself,  and 
told  of  the  feeling  as  it  was  among  the 
brothers  all  along  the  line. 

Bro.  Cassidy,  I  wish  to  inform  you 
that  there  was  one  Instance  that  oc- 
curred at  the  conmiittee  meeting  that 
failed  of  being  any  good  to  the  party. 
Our  good  Bro.  Hudi  of  No.  96  and  Bro. 
Kilduff  of  Nos.  36  and  79,  started  out 
to  find  a  place  called  Nottingham,  said 
to  be  on  a  Con.  Con.  R.  R.  From  the 
meagre  report,  made  after  these  broth- 
ers returned,  "no  good,"  could  not  find 
the  place,  not  on  the  map.  But  Bro. 
L.  H.  Porter  of  No.  56  says  It  is,  and 
that  these  two  brothers  should  have 
informed  themselves  more  thoroughly; 
if  they  had  done  so,  all  would  have 
been  well. 

I  wish  I  had  the  time  and  space  to 
tell  you  of  all  of  these  special  investi- 
gating sub-committees.  I  wish  you 
had  heard  Bro.  Dundon  of  No.  38,  with 
his  most  eloquent  powers  of  descrip- 
tion, giving  us  a  full  report.  Then, 
too,  right  here,  I  must  not  forget  our 
good  Bro.  Eggleston  of  No.  201.  Put 
these  two  brothers  upon  the  fioor,  and 
I  tell  you,  Bro.  Editor,  you  get  full  of 
•'w — ,"  no,  I  mean  information.  They 
are  both  tried  and  true. 

To  all  of  the  brothers  along  the  line 
of  the  L.  S.  fc  M.  S..  I  would  say  that 
in  our  chairman,  P.  0.  Myers  of  No.  14, 
we  have  one  who  is  at  all  times  on  the 
alert.  He  has  his  eye  open  for  our 
Interests,  and  with  the  watchful  assist- 
ance of  his  lieutenants,  our  Vice-Chalr- 
man  Eggledton,  and  the  efficient  Secre- 
tary L.  H.  Porter,  everything  would  be 
O.  K. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  more 
as  to  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S.;  we  know  that 
they  are  up  and  doing.  And  here  I 
want  to  say  a  word  to  our  brothers 
along  the  other  lines:  be  up  and  dohig. 
get  into  the  harness,  help  pull  the  load 
we  have  undertaken,  get  after  the 
brothers  who  may  seem  lame,  tell  them 
in  ''union  there  is  strength/'  let  each 
and  every  line  organize  their  commit- 
tee, and  you  will  be  greatly  surprised 
at  the  results. 

Bro.  Editor,  you  may  have  some  in- 
formation regarding  the  present  move 
of  our  brothers  along  the  line  as  to 
better  pay  and  more  favorable  working 
conditions.  Help  us  out.  If  In  your 
power.    Give  us  some  little  encourage- 
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ment  We  are  using  our  best  efforts 
to  help  each  and  all  brothers,  with  a 
wish  that  we  may  accomplish  our  ends, 
and  that  all  who  may  have  the  "trade" 
of  switching  cars  will  readily  see  the 
necessity  of  enrolling  onder  our  ban- 
ner. I  close,  wishing  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  success. 

Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bo. 
N.  B. — I  forgot  to  note  the  item  of 
the  "Knight  of  the  Garter."  Our  Brie 
and  Buffalo  brothers  will  know,  so  will 
the  others  who  were  at  Cleyeland.  I 
may  explain  in  my  next.  Bo. 


Elkhart,  Ind. 

EiDITOR    SWITCHMB1?'8   JOUBITAL: 

As  it  has  been  a  long  time  since  I 
saw  ansrthing  in  the  little  pink  book 
from  No.  151,  I  thought  I  would  try 
my  hand,  and  hope  that  this  will  not 
be  in  a  cut  that  is  headed  for  the 
waste-basket  We  had  some  good  luck 
of  late.  At  our  last  meeting  we  added 
ten  more  to  our  membership,  and  can 
say  that  it  is  due  to  the  ylsits  of  our 
Second  Vice-President  J.  B.  Connors. 
He  opened  the  eyes  of  those  who  have 
been  misled  by  some  of  the  highly 
honored  servants  of  P.  H.  Morrissey. 
But  we  have  been  beating  on  that  tom- 
tom, like  the  Filipinos  do  to  keep  the 
devil  away  from  their  dead,  until  the 
spirit  has  moved  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  have  been  handed  the  "green 
bundle"  long  enough.  It  has  been 
preached  to  the  no-bills  by  the  B.  of 
R.  T.  that  the  switchmen  did  not  pay 
their  death  or  disability  claims,  and 
that  the  insurance  was  .not  safe;  but 
when  the  report  of  our  last  convention 
came  in,  it  made  a  change  in  all  minds 
who  had  been  blindfolded  by  the  slick 
tongue  and  teaching  of  Paddy  Morris- 
sey. I  hope  that  our  Grand  Lodge  offl- 
cers  can  pay  us  another  visit  or  two, 
and  we  will  have  a  solid  S.  U.  yard 
at  Elkhart  I  am  glad  to  see  W.  S. 
Bamdollar  back  in  line  again,  and  hope 
that  the  brothers  will  keep  on  shoving 
the  big  ball  over  the  hump  that  is 
gathering  all  new  members.  With  best 
wishes  to  all  switchmen,  I  am, 

Yours  m  B.,  H.  and  P., 

B.  O. 


To  love  nobly,  we  must  live  nobly. — 
Kingslep. 


St  Paul,  Minn. 

E^DiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

At  a  meeting  held  at  Midway  by  all 
the  local  adjustment  committees  of  St 
Paul  and  Minneapolis,  a  movement  was 
inaugurated  to  get  more  money.  Con- 
ditions throughout  the  country  at  that 
time  never  looked  better  for  our  union. 
A  demand  was  made  upon  the  man- 
agers of  all  roads  running  into  the 
Twin  Cities  for  an  increase  of  six 
cents  per  hour,  time  and  a  half  for 
Sundays  and  holidays,  and  over-time. 
But  within  thirty  days  the  conditions 
became  so  changed  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  officers  and  the  general  com- 
mittees decided  to  withdraw  their  de- 
mands for  the  present  By  so  doing 
they  demonstrated  to  the  whole  United 
States  that  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  has  got 
diplomats  conducting  its  affairs,  and 
our  union  will  surely  profit  by  it  in 
the  long  run. 

Now,  brothers,  to  defray  the  expense 
of  these  committees  we  will  all  have  to 
pay  a  special  assessment  Let  every 
one  of  us  dig  down  and  pay  it  at  once. 
Not  like  a  few  who  remarked,  "I  will 
not  pay  it  because  they  didn't  get  any- 
thing." These  very  ones  who,  if  a 
strike  vote  was  taken,  their  name 
would  have  appeared  on  the  off  side  of 
the  round  robin.  We  here  in  the  Twin 
Cities  take  off  our  hats  to  the  commit- 
teemen from  the  West  also  to  Hogan 
from  Fargo. 

Some  time  ago  I  said:  keep  your 
eyes  on  No.  31,  and  watch  us  grow.  I 
am  here  to  tell  you  that  we  are  past 
the  two  hundred  mark,  for  which  we 
thank  Bro.  Harry  Horgan.  Keep  it  up, 
Harry! 

We  give  our  tenth  annual  ball  Jan- 
uary 24,  1908.  The  committee  in 
charge  expects  to  make  the  Cinderella 
ball,  of  recent  date,  look  like  thirty 
cents.  Armory  Drill  Hall  floor,  where 
eight  hundred  couples  can  dance  with- 
out any  trouble,  has  been  secured. 
The  executive  head  of  our  State  will 
lead  the  grand  march,  and  that's  no 
breeze. 

Bro.  William  Brabeck  took  unto  him- 
self a  life  partner.  We  all  extend  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brabeck  our  best  wishes* 

Tom,  I  guess  you  are  next  You  all 
know  what  Tom. 

I  see  by  last  month's  Journal  that 
Bro.  Christ  Bsrmes,  formerly  from  No. 
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204,  is  now  JouBNAL  agent  for  No.  187. 
Let's  hear  from  you  often. 

By  the  time  the  December  Joxtbnal 
gets  Into  circulation  we  will  all  be 
wishing  one  another  a  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  Happy  New  Year.  Hoping  we 
will  be  as  prosperous  in  1908  as  we 
were  in  1907,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  P.  F. 


How  He  Lived. 

So  he  died  for  his  faith.    That  is  flno— 

More  than  most  of  us  do. 
But  stay-    Can  you  add  to  that  line 

That  he  lived  for  it,  tooT 

It  te  easy  to  die.    Men  hare  died 

Por  a  wish  or  a  whim — 
Por  brayado,  passion  or  pride; 

Wae  it  hard  for  him? 

But  to  liye;  every  day  to  liye  out 
All  the  truth  that  he  dreamt, 

While  his  friends  met  his  conduct  with 
doubt. 
And  the  world  with  contempt — 

Was  it  thus  that  he  plodded  ahead, 

Never  turning  aside? 
Then  we'll  talk  of  the  life  that  he  led— 

Never  mind  how  he  died. 

•—Ernest  Cro8hy» 


father  of  the  Scab. 

This  is  what  the  Peoria  Weekly  Cfa- 
mtte  has  to  say  about  the  ''loyal"  em- 
ployes: 

Scabs  and  the  Devil. 

Undoubtedly  the  devil  was  the  first 
scab.  There  is*  no  disputing  the  fact 
that  heaven  has  always  been  run  ac- 
cording to  union  principles  and  as  a 
dosed  shop.  Satan  rebelled  against 
these  conditions  and  started  to  agitate 
for  an  open  institution,  whereupon  he 
was  expelled  from  membership  in  the 
angels'  union  and  fired  to  perdition. 
Brer  since  then  harmony  has  reigned 
in  Paradise,  and  the  closed  shop  pre- 
vails. No  scab  is  tolerated  In  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  and  there  is  no  reason 
for  Prof.  Eliot's  hero  strike-breakers 
there.  Our  advice  to  the  man  who  is 
so  low  as  to  act  theVsab  is  to  go  to  his 
ffeither. 


True  freedom. 

Men  whose  boast  it  is  that  ye 
Came  of  fathers  brave  and  free. 
If  there  breathe  on  earth  a  slave. 
Are  ye  truly  free  and  brave? 
If  ye  do  not  feel  the  chain 
When  it  works  a  brother's  pain, 
Are  ye  not  base  slaves  indeed. 
Slaves  unworthy  to  be  freed? 

Women  who  shall  one  day  bear 
Sons  to  breathe  New  England  air, 
If  ye  hear  without  a  blush 
Deeds  to  make  the  roused  blood  rush 
Like  red  lava  through  your  veins 
For  your  sisters  now  in  chains. 
Answer,  Are  ye  fit  to  be 
Mothers  of  the  brave  and  free? 

Is  true  freedom  but  to  break 
Petters  for  their  own  dear  sake. 
And  with  leathern  hearts  forget  that 
We  owe  mankind  a  debt? 
No!    True  freedom  is  to  share 
All  the  chains  our  brothers  wear. 
And  with  heart  and  hand  to  be 
Earnest  to  make  others  free! 

They  are  slaves  who  dare  not  speak 
Por  the  fallen  and  the  weak. 
Hatred,  scoffing  and  abuse. 
They  are  slaves  who  dare  not.  choose 
Rather  than  in  silence  shrink 
Prom  the  truth  they  needs  must  think 
They  are  slaves  who  dare  not  be 
In  the  right  with  two  or  three. 

-^afnee  RuseeVl  Lowell 


A  dollar  in  your  pocket  is  worth 
three  in  a  bank  Just  now. 

What  makes  Teddy  so  silent  on  pres- 
ent industrial  conditions?  Has  the 
octopus  got  one  of  its  tentacles  around 
the  throat  of  his  loquaciousness? 

Thfs  trust-busting  business  is  great 
pastime,  eh,  boys?  It  has  apparently 
resolved  itself  into  a  mammoth  piece 
of  burlesque.  Can  you  name  or  point 
to  one  trust  that  h&s  been  suppressed? 

What  difference  does  it  mak  to  the 
victim  whether  he  is  robbed  by  a 
burglar  or  bank  president?  The  edi- 
tor would  rather  lose  his  money  to  the 
burglar,  for  the  burglar  really  needs 
it,  but  Mr.  Banker  will  take  it  any- 
way because  he  has  acquired  the  habit 
— not  that  he  really  needs  the  money. 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

After  a  rest  of  a  month  or  two,  I 
wi.l  try  to  tell  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters a  few  things  that  may  interest 
them.    I  am  slad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  Queen  City  Lodge  No.  6  is  grow- 
ing and  the  prospects  for  a  continued 
increase  are  very  bright    But  the  mem- 
bers   here    are    like    thbse    in    other 
lodges,  both  of  our  own  order  and  all 
others — ^they  are  too  prone  to  forget 
or  neglect  to  pay  thefr  dues  and  allow 
themselyes  to  become  suspended.    No. 
6  has  now  a  membership  as  large  as 
any  of  our  lodges  and  the  others  had 
better  look  to  their  laurels,  or  we  will 
oucdlstance  them  entirely.    A  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Sisters  Lewis,  Calla- 
han, Dougherty.  Krug,  Alice  Ryan  and 
the  writer,   is  arranging  for  our  an- 
nual dance  which  will  be  held  the  lat- 
ter part  of  January,  1908,  and  should 
any  of  the  Buffalo  lodges  contemplate 
holding  a  dance  about  that  time,  we 
would  appreciate  it  if  they  would  con- 
fer with  any  of  the  sisters  mentioned, 
so  that  the  same  date  would  not  be 
chosen  for  both  dances,  but  otherwise 
the  brothers  in  general  of  our  city  will 
hear    from   the    committee    after   the 
tickets  are  printed,  and  we  hope  that 
the  dull  times  will  not  have  so  emptied 
their  pockets  as  not  to  leave  a  quarter 
or  two  for  tickets,  and  we  will  assure 
them  of  a  good  time  for  their  money. 
Lodges  201,   226  and  99  have  held 
dances  during  the  past  month  and  a 
good  time  Is  reported  by  all  who  at- 
tended, but  we  are  sorry  the  brothers 
departed   from   their   past   custom   of 
holding  a  union  ball,  for  the  two  held 
in  previous  years  were  decided  social 
successes  and  thft  switchmen's  ball  had 
begun  to  be  a  looked  for  event  in  rail- 
road circles,  but  doubtless  the  brothers 
in  charge  of  the  various  lodges  know 
what  is  jest,  at  least  we  hope  so. 

We  note  in  last  months  Journal  a 
letter    from    Port   Worth,    Texas,    in 


which  the  writer  tells  of  a  nice  lodge 
which  the  ladies  have  in  that  city. 
>ve  suppose  that  this  Is  simply  of  a 
social  nature  and  will  take  the  matter 
up  and  try  and  get  this  lodge  afUiated 
with  our  order,  so  that  the  members 
will  have  the  benefit  to  which  all  our 
members  are  entitled. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  we  have 
had  requests  for  information  regard- 
ing our  order  from  various  cities,  and 
we  hope  to  have  a  number  of  new 
lodges  within  the  near  future.  There 
should  be  a  lodge  of  our  auxiliary  in 
every  city  where  there  is  one  or  mor« 
lodges  of  the  S.  U.,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  there  should  not  be.  Up  to 
last  May  we  were  told  that  if  the  two 
orders  of  the  auxiliary  would  amalga- 
mate we  would  be  able  to  organize  in 
many  places,  and  although  we  have 
done  well  since  the  amalgamation  took 
place  in  May,  our  hopes  regarding  Aew 
lodges  have  not  been  fully  realized. 
Brothers  and  sisters,  help  us  in  every 
way  you  can  to  get  new  lodges,  for 
we  wish  to  more  than  double  our  mem- 
bership between  now  and  May,  1909. 

Early  next  month  the  various  lodges 
of  our  order  will  elect  new  officers,  and 
we  hope  that  in  every  case  these  elec- 
tions will  be  carried  on  in  such  a  way 
as  not  to  cause  any  trouble  in  the 
lodges.  If  an  officer  fs  deposed  from 
the  office  she  has  held,  we  hope  she 
will  accept  the  decision  of  the  mem- 
bers with  good  grace  and  retain  her 
interest,  for  If  she  only  thinks  so,  she 
can  do  as  much  good  as  a  member  as 
she  can  as  an  officer.  But  few  people 
care  much  about  holding  offices,  so  we 
think  there  will  be  little  trouble  of 
that  kind,  at  least  we  hope  so.  We  are 
doing  nicely  in  every  way  and  want 
to  continue  without  any  drawbacks  of 
that  character. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Tessie. 


What    know    we   greater    than    the 
soul  ? — Tennyson, 
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CARL  NEWMAN 
Deceased  Member  of  Lodge  No.  55 

Nottingfiam,  O. 

Editor  Switghicen's  Joubnal: 

It  Is  about  time  that  another  letter 
should  appear  in  the  little  pink  book 
from  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  31.  Now, 
we  are  going  to  let  the  brothers  and 
sisters  know  that  we  are  not  slow. 
We  gave  our  first  annual  ball  Nov. 
^oth  and  it  was  a  grand  success  and 
was  well  attenaed  by  our  brother 
switchmen,  numbering  about  seventy- 
tiye,  and  about  200  of  the  switchmen's 
friends,  and  many  thanks  to  all  for 
their  kindness. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  Bro.  E.  C. 
Dix  of  No.  55  is  still  laid  up  with  a 
sprained  ankle.  Bro.  Rice,  also  of  No. 
55,  is  suffering  from  a  severe  attack 
of  rheumatism,  but  is  getting  along 
nicely. 

We  would  like  to  hear  from  the  De- 
troit lodge.  Get  busy  sisters  and  let 
us  hear  from  you  all. 

Well.  I  guess  I  had  better  sidetrack 
and  give  someone  else  a  chance. 

Wishing  the  L.  A.  the  best  of  good 
luck,  I  am. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

The  Kid. 


When  will  the  Order  •f  Switch- 
men be  Dead? 

When  the  lion  eats  grass  like  an  ox. 
And    the    fishworm    swallows    the 
whale; 

When  the  robins  knit  woollen  sox. 
And  the  hare  is  outrun  by  the  snail. 

When  the  sea  serpents  stand  upright 
liKe  men 

And  doodlebugs  travel  like  frogs; 
When  grasshoppers  feed  like  the  hen. 

And  feathers  are  found  on  hogs. 

When  Thomas  cats  swim  through  the 
air. 

And  elephants  roost  on  trees; 
When  insects  in  summer  are  rare. 

And  snuff  never  makes  people  sneeze. 

When  the  fish  creep  over  dry  land 
And  mules  on  bicycles  ride; 

When  foxes  lay  eggs  on  the  sand. 
And  women  in  dress  take  no  pride. 

When  Dutchmen  no  longer  drink  beer. 
And  girls  go  to  preaching  on  time; 

When  billy  goats  butt  from  the  rear, 
And  treason  no  longer  is  crime. 

When  humming  birds  bray  like  an  ass. 
And  limburger  smells  like  cologne; 

When  plow-shares  are  made  of  glass 
And  hearts  of  true  switchmen  are 
stone. 

When  ideas  grow  on  a  baboon's  head 

And  wool  on  the  hydraulic  ram; 
Then  will  the  Order  of  Switchmen  be 
dead, 
And  the  country  won't  be  worth  a 
dam. 

HBB  HAW, 
Of  Sunshine  Lodge  No.  19. 


Los  Angeles,  CaL 

As  I  have  been  appointed  journalist 
I  will  write  a  few  lines  cenceming 
Poppy  Lodge  No.  26. 

Everything  is  moving  nicely,  and  we 
expect  to  write  quite  a  few  new  names 
on  our  membership  list  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

The  afternoon  socials  which  we  are 
now  holding  have  proven  a  grand  suc- 
cess and  are  enjoyed  by  all  the  ladies. 

The  box  social  which  was  to  be  given 
Nov.  21  has  been  postponed  on  account 
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ot  the  audden  death  <tf  Bro.  Rameey, 
who  departed  this  lite,  Not.  18,  while 
in  discharge  of  his  duty.  In  Justice  to 
his  name  we  can  truthfully  say  that 
his  virtues  were  many  and  his  faults 
few.  May  the  Good  Master  comfort 
the  hearts  of  the  hereaved  family. 

Sister  Wheeler  is  slowly  improying 
and  we  hope  to  see  her  out  to  our  next 
meeting. 

Bro.  Mulcha  had  the  misfortune  of 
getting  badly  hurt  We  hope  he  will 
soon  be  out  again. 

Well,  as  this  is  my  first  attempt  I 
trust  my  letter  won't  find  its  way  to 
the  waste  basket 

I  will  close  wishing  the  8.  U.  of  N. 
A.  and  the  L.  A.  success. 

Tours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

Maott.  Bahjet. 


Ashtabula,  O. 

Bditob  Switohmbn's  Joubical: 

As  none  of  the  sisters  of  L.  A.  No.  7 
have  taken  it  upon  themselyes  to  write 
a  letter  for  the  pink  book,  I  will  make 
the  attempt  I  have  been  looking  for 
a  letter  from  Lodge  No.  95,  but  watched 
in  Tain.  I  don't  understand  why  it  is, 
because  they  are  not  so  slow.  Just  neg- 
ligence I'm  sure., 

Ladies'  Auxiliary  No.  7  is  on  the 
gain,  taking  in  new  members  every 
meeting.  We  have  a  large  class  to 
initiate  in  December.  We  have  good 
times,  and  there  is  no  mistake  about 
that  and  we  will  show  the  brothers 
of  Lodge  No.  95  a  good  time  if  they 
will  turn  out  We  expect  they  will 
come  this  winter  to  our  card  parties. 
Now,  don't  disappoint  us. 

On  the  evening  of  November  1st 
Mrs.  Hudie,  one  of  our  new  members, 
entertained  the  ladies  and  their  hus- 
bands. The  evening  was  spent  in  card 
playing  and  music,  after  which  light 
refreshments  were  served.  Prises 
were  also  given  and  a  good.  Jolly  time^ 
reported  by  all. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  the 
first  annual  picnic,  held  at  Idora  Park, 
Youngstown,  O.  It  was  not  a  very 
good  day,  raining  most  of  the  time. 
We  all  had  a  good  time,  despite  the 
rain.  When  L.  A.  No.  7  gets  out  it 
is  Impossible  to  have  anything  else 
but  a  good  time,  especially  if  Sister 
Madden  is  in  the  bunch.  Next  year 
we  expect  to  have  as  many  more  to 
Join  us  in  our  annual  picnic. 


Ladies'  Auxiliary  No.  7  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  taken  from  our  midst 
a  worthy  sister,  Mrs.  Clara  Hoover. 
Bro.  Hoover  has  our  sympathy  in  his 
sad  trouble,  and  indeed  it  is  sad  to  be 
left  with  five  small  children,  but  the 
Lord  is  good  and  merciful;  always  a 
way  is  provided. 

Bister  Dougherty  has  been  very  sick 
and  in  the  hospital  four  weeks,  but  is 
able  to  be  at  h<Hne  with  her  family 
now. 

Lodge  No.  95  is  having  its  troubles. 
Bro.  Fred  Stevens  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  a  foot  about  six  weeks  ago, 
but  is  getting  along  as  well  as  could 
be  expected.  He  has  the  sympathy  of 
L.  A.  No.  7.  He  was  always  willing 
and  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in 
all  our  undertakings. 

Bro.  Langford  lost  some  fingers  a 
short  time  ago;  also  Bro.  McKenna 
had  three  fingers  crushed  very  badly. 

Bro.  Fred  Lsmch  and  family  have  our 
sympathy  in  their  sad  bereavement  a 
loving  daughter  and  sister  taken  from 
their  home. 

Fearing  my  letter  is    getting    too 
long,  I  will  take  a  side  track.    Wish- 
ing the  S.  U.  and  L.  A.  success,  I  am, 
Tours  In  U.,  H.  and  J^ 

SwumiB. 


Jackson,  Midi. 

Bdhob  Switchmen's  Joxtknal: 

As  it  has  been  a  long  time  since  I 
have  seen  anything  in  the  little  pink 
book  concerning  Jackson  Lodge  No. 
28,  I  will  endeavor  to  let  you  all  know 
we  are  still  alive  and  doing  fine. 

Last  October  we  organised  a  social 
club  to  meet  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursday  afternoon  at  the  various 
homes.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Agnes  Sanders.  All 
reported  a  fine  time.  Sister  May  Has- 
bruck  entertained  the  club  on  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  6th.  The  afternoon  was 
most  enjoyably  spent  in  listening  to  a 
short  program,  after  which  progressive 
pinochle  was  played.  After  lunch  the 
club  adjourned  to  meet  with  Sister 
Matie  Sweet  Thursday,  Nov.  21st 

Sister  Uitiline  Rinhart  is  the  proud 
mother  of  a  baby  girl,  which  arrived 
Sunday,  Oct  20th.  Both  mother  and 
daughter  are  doing  well. 

We  have  twenty-four  members  and 
expect  to  take  in  a  number  before  long. 
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We  luiy«  receiyed  our  nek  ritual,  oon- 
itltatlon  and  by-laws  and  enjoy  our 
new  work  very  much.  Our  lodge  meet- 
ings in  the  evening  are  held  the  first 
and  third  Sunday  of  each  month.  The 
men  also  meet  the  same  evening.  It 
s<>em8  to  encourage  a  better  attendance 
on  the  part  of  both  lodges. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  8.  U.  of  N. 
A.  and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  I  wUl 
close,        Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Union  Wm. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Bditoi  Switghmxn's  Journal: 

I  have  been  very  busy  and  did  not 
have  time  to  write  until  this  month, 
Qolden  Rule  No.  17  is  doing  nicely, 
taking  in  new  members  every  meet- 
ing, and  everything  we  undertake  to 
do  we  make  a  success  of.  At  present 
we  are  working  on  our  grand  annual 
ball,  to  be  given  November  22,  at 
Academy  of  Music  Hall,  122  McQee 
Street 

Mrs.  Kate  T.  Lonegan,  437  Cypress 
Ayenue,  our  worthy  Mistress,  and  sis- 
ters Clark,  Janes,  Rice  and  Morgan, 
hare  made  all  arrangements,  and  they 
are  certainly  working  hard.  We  hope 
to  have  a  large  attendance.  Some 
of  the  sisters  have  asked  if  we  were 
asleep.  Well  sisters,  I  havn't  much 
time  to  sleep  except  at  night,  and  I 
haven't  much  time  to  write,  as  I  have 
nine  hi  family  to  work  for,  I  think  that 
No.  17  picked  out  a  poor  Joubnal  agent. 
I  hope  we  get  a  better  one  next  year. 
Well  Brothers,  one  of  the  worthy  S. 
U.  boys,  Bro.  Henry  Diamond,  better 
known  as  Hank,  or  the  'ICid,"  took  a 
sneak  to  Leavenworth  about  six  weeks 
ago,  and  got  married.  The  ladies  wish 
them  success  and  happiness,  and  if  you 
don*t  believe  me,  call  and  see  the  groom 
as  he  lives  at  1&  N.  BeUaire  St  Come 
again  Eva,  give  them  a  good  roasting, 
and  as  for  the  ladies  waiting  for  their 
husbands'  consult,  I  for  one  would  not 
ask  it,  as  I  consider  I  have  sense  and 
onderstanding  to  do  what  is  right 
Of  course  there  are  lots  of  men,  and  S. 
U.  at  that  that  don't  give  their  wives 
the  handling  of  their  money.  So  of 
coarse  one  can  not  expect  to  see  those 
women  do  as  they  please.  I  used  to  be 
against  women's  lodges,  would  not  Join, 
bat  when  the  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  organ- 
ized I  thought  dilferently,  for  I  find  it 


helps  in  lots  of  ways.  I  would  not 
miss  a  meeting  if  I  could  help  it  I 
can  not  go  to  the  day  meeting,  but 
never  miss  the  second  Sunday  night 
and  I  must  say  that  the  S.  U.  brothers 
are  proud  of  us;  they  help  in  every 
way  they  can.  We  are  taking  in  new 
members  right  along,  but  there  are  lots 
of  switchmen's  wives  and  daughters  in 
and  around  Kansas  City. 

Well,  sisters  of  No.  17.  I  have  been 
asked  to  write  a  few  words  to  some  of 
the  members  and  ex-members.  To  the 
members:  you  know  that  you  are  ex- 
pected to  pay  your  dues  in  advance; 
we  have  some  members  who  don't 
bother  when  they  pay  them.  Sister 
McGrath  has  to  go  and  collect  She 
hasn't  time  nor  does  she  get  paid  to 
do  so  much  for  the  auxiliary.  Then 
there  are  some  that  won't  pay  up,  and 
when  Sister  McGrath  calls  at  their 
homes  and  asks  for  their  dues  the  an- 
swer she  gets  is  "I  don't  want  to  be- 
long to  the  (old)  auxiliary."  Well, 
that  is  no  way  to  talk,  and  some  owe 
from  two  to  eight  months.  Ladies,  re- 
member you  owe  that  debt  Just  the 
same  as  you  owe  your  grocery  bill,  for 
we  carried  you,  and  the  rest  of  the 
sisters  are  the  ones  that  are  out  I 
hope  that  the  ladies  that  owe  No.  17 
will  be  kind  enough  to  come  forward 
and  pay  up.  After  this  if  a  member 
don't  pay  when  she  has  been  carried 
two  months,  she,  will  be  dropped,  and 
if  something  happens  and  they  lose 
th:.lr  insurance,  then  there  will  be  a 
kick  coming.  We  don't  intend  to  be 
done  up  ii^  such  a  manner,  so  take 
heed,  you  sisters,  and  pay  your  dues 
not  later  than  the  second  Sunday  night 
meeting. 

Come  again.  Chubby.  I  think  we  will 
elect  you  Joubnal  agent 

Tours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Sunshine. 


Salt  Uke  Qty,  Utah. 

EJDrroB  SwrrcHMXN's  Joxtsnal: 

Just  a  few  lines  from  Sego  Lily 
Lodge  No.  20. 

We  are  as  yet  a  small  auxiliary,  but 
are  taking  in  new  candidates  at  every 
meeting.  Our  lodge  consists  of  all  good 
workers,  all  working  in  harmony  with 
one  another,  and  we  hope  in  the  near 
future  to  be  among  the  largest 

The  boys  of  the  S.  U.  will  give  a 
grand  ball  at  the  new  dancing  academy 
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on  the  26th  of  November,  and  our  worst 
wishes  are  success  to  our  worthy 
brothers.  We  find  that  the  boys  are 
rather  slow  in  getting  married,  there- 
by depriving  the  ladies  of  new  can- 
didates for  the  auxiliary;  therefore, 
the  ladies  find  it  up  to  them  to  help 
out  the  men,  and  two  of  our  worthy 
sisters  have  agreed  to  do  their  part  in 
increasing  the  membership  of  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  In  the  near  future. 

The  stork  has  once  more  visited  our 
midst,  as  Brother  and  Sister  McCombs 
are  receiving  congratulations  on  the 
arrival  of  a  little  daughter. 

We  were  all  well  pleased  with  the 
outcome  of  the  last  convention,  and 
are  only  longing  for  the  next  conven- 
tion in  1909.  when  we  expect  to  find 
it  necessary  to  send  two  delegates  in 
order  to  represent  the  ladies  of  Sego 
Lily  Lodge  No.  20. 

This  is  only  a  short  letter,  but  you 
will  hear  more  from  us  next  month. 

Hoping  this  will  reach  the  Joubnal 
in  time  for  publication,  and  with  best 
wishes  to  both  the  S.  U.  and  L.  A. 

Mbs.  Pinkie  Wh^bub. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

BJDiroR  SwiTCHBiEN's  Joubnal: 

Well,  we  can't  let  this  month's  Jour- 
nal go  by  without  saying  something 
about  Twin  City  Lodge  No.  4,  as  we 
are  getting  along  so  nicely. 

We  have  had  two  card  parties  since 
the  last  time  the  brothers  and  sisters 
heard  from  us.  The  first  one  we  had 
at  Sister  Crandell's  home,  and  the  last 
at  the  hall.  At  both  we  met  with  the 
finest  of  success.  We  were  very  glad 
to  see  so  many  sisters  from  the  differ- 
ent lodges  present.  We  had  sisters 
from  lodges  Nos.  3.  29  and  24,  and  we 
were  very  much  pleased  to  see  you  all, 
sisters,  and  do  not  let  it  be  the  last 
time  we  may  see  you  at  our  doings. 
We  also  had  a  brother  and  sister  from 
Montana. 

If  there  is  anybody  who  thinks  No.  4 
Is  out  of  existence,  they  should  have 
been  at  the  last  card  party,  for  surely 
that  would  have  convinced  them  that 
we  are  doing  a  land  office  business. 

The  last  two  meetings  we  have  taken 
in  two  members,  and  oftentimes  more, 
at  every  meeting.  We  have  three  can- 
didates for  next  meeting  without  fail, 
and  so  you  see  our  goat  is  kept  very 
busy. 


Our  worthy  mistress,  Sister  Maeby, 
entertained  at  her  home  in  honor  of 
the  Grand  Mistress,  Sister  Stang.  The 
evening  was  passed  very  pleasantly. 
Piano  solos  were  rendered  by  Sisters 
Maeby,  Mae  Murphy  and  Tiemey,  and 
vocal  selections  by  the  Auxiliary  Quar- 
tet, composed  of  Sisters  Grace  Maeby, 
Mae  Murphy,  Gertie  Crandell  and  Sis- 
ter Lee  of  No.  24. 

Oh,  I  almost  forgot  the  most  interest- 
ing feature  of  the  evening,  and  that 
was  a  solo  by  "Fritz"  Maeby,  accom- 
panied by  Sister  Crandell.  Light  re- 
freshments were  served  later  in  the 
evening. 

At  the  present  writing  Sister  Seid- 
ler's  little  daughter  is  sick  with  the 
whooping  cough.  Bro.  Seidler  also  has 
the  "whooping  cough." 

Well,  I  think  my  letter    is    getting 
rather  long,  and  so  I  will  side-track  for 
another  sister's  welcome  letter.    I  am, 
Journal  Agent, 
Tivin  City  Lodge  No,  4- 


The  Ones  Who  Do  Not  Lift. 

"The  world  is  sympathetic;  the  state- 
ment none  can  doubt. 
When  A's   in   trouble  don't  we  think 

that  B  should  help  her  out? 
Of  course  we  haven't  time  ourselves  to 

care  for  any  one, 
But  yet  we  hope  that  other  folks  will 

see  that  this  is  done. 
We  want  the  grief  and  penury  of  earth 

to  be  relieved; 
We'd  have  the  battles  grandly  fought, 

the  victories  achieved; 
We  do  not  care  to  take  the  lead,  and 

stand  the  brush  and  brunt; 
At  lifting  we're  a  failure,  but  we're 

splendid  on  the  grunt" 

"And  there  are  others,  so  we  find,  as 

on  our  way  we  jog. 
Who  want  to  do  their  lifting  on  tue 

small  end  of  vae  log; 
They  do  a  lot  of  blowing,  and  they 

strive  to  make  it  known 
That  were  there  no  one  else  to  help, 

they'd  lift  It  all  alone. 
If  talking  were   effective,    there    are 

scores  and  scores  of  them 
Who'd  move  a  mountain  off  its  base 

and  move  it  back  again. 
But  as  a  class,  to  state  it  plain.  In  lan- 
guage true  and  blunt. 
They're  never  worth  a  cent  to  lift,  for 

all  they  do  is  grunt." 

CnrBBT. 
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Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  19,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Chicago 
Lodge  No.  199  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Ood,  our 
infinitely  wise  and  loving  Father,  to 
call  unto  everlasting  life  our  beloved 
brother,  John  F.  Mangan,  who  died 
Wednesday,  Oct  23,  1907,  while  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  for  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  our 
brother  this  lodge  and  order  have  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  one  who  was  ever 
faithful,  true  and  honorable  in  all 
things  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  while  we  feel  the  greatness 
of  our  loss,  we  sincerely  sympathize 
with  the  family  in  their  dark  hour  of 
oereavement  and  sadness.  May  the 
good  Master  comfort  the  hearts  of  the 
bereaved  family  and  may  Time,  the 
healer  of  all  sorrows,  in  its  flight  com- 
fort their  grief  and  turn  it  into  sweet 
recollections;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  out  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  dead  brother  our  char- 
ter be  draped  in  mourning  for  a  period 
of  thirty  days  and  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  lodge,  one  be  sent  to  the  bereaved 
family,  and  also  to  the  Journal  for 
publication.  A.  C.  Dickens, 

J.  W.  Hemen, 
Wm.  Sweeney, 

Oommittee, 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Oct.  27,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Minneapolis 
Lodge  No.  30,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  follow- 
Ing  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  €rod  in  His 
infinite  wisdom  to  remove  from  our 
midst  our  beloved  brother,  Charles 
Dolge,  who  was  called  to  his  Master 
while  performing  his  duties;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  our  brother 
this  lodge  has  suffered  the  loss  of  one 
who  was  ever  faithful,  true,  honorable 
and  just  in  all  things,  and  loved  by  all 
WHO  knew  him,  and  while  we  feel  the 
greatness  of  our  loss,  we  sincerely  sjrm- 
pathize  with  his  bereaved  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  may  the  Lord 
comfort  them  in  their  dark  hour  of  be- 
.  reavement  and  sadness;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother,  our 


charter  be  dn4>ed  in  mourning  for  a 
period  of  thirty  days,  that  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the 
family,  a  copy  spread  on  the  minutes 
of  our  meeting,  and  also  one  sent  to 
the  Journal  for  publication. 

Chas.   Covyeow,  i 

James  Brown, 

Committee. 


Chicago,   111..  Nov.  7,  1907. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Jack- 
son Park  Lodge  No.  79,  Chicago,  III., 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Al- 
mighty Father  to  call  from  our  midst 
our  most  beloved  brother,  William  A. 
Beam,  who  was  killed  at  Chicago,  111., 
Oct.  9,  1907,  whUe  performing  his 
duty;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  While  we  bow  in  humble 
submission  to  the  will  of  our  Divine 
Master,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  so 
estimable  a  brother;    and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  members  of 
Jackson  Park  Lodge,  extend  to  his  fam- 
ily our  sincere  condolence  in  their 
great  affliction,  and  may  they  train 
their  hearts  and  lips  to  say:  Thy  will 
be  done,  O  Lord;   and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  our  minutes,  a  copy  for- 
warded to  his  family,  and  one  to  the 
Journal  for  publication,  and  that  our 
charter  be  draped  for  thirty  days. 

J.  J.  MnXANET, 
P.  J.  HUCK, 
J.  C.  Stewart, 

Committee. 


Whereas,  Death  has  once  more  vis- 
ited our  lodge  and  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  called  our  worthy  brother, 
John  McLaughlin,  to  his  final  reward; 
and 

Whereas,  In  the  sad  demise  his  wife 
and  family  have  lost  a  most  kind  and 
loving  husband  and  father,  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived  a  respected 
and  honored  citizen,  whose  death  is 
deeply  regretted;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  John 
W.  Drury  Lodge  No.  36  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
in  meeting  assembled,  that  we  sincere- 
ly regret  the  death  of  Bro.  John 
McLaughlin,  and  hereby  most  respect- 
fully tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to 
his  widow  and  family  in  their  sad  be- 
reavement. 

Resolved,  That  in  further  testimony 
of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  we  di- 
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rect  that  the  charter  of  this  lodge  be 
draped  in  black  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions  be  spread  on 
our  records,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the 
widow  of  our  departed  brother. 

Oft  we  tread  the  path  before  us 

With  a  weary  burdened  heart; 
Oft  we  toil  amid  the  shadows. 

And  our  fields  are  far  apart. 
But  the  Saviour's  come,  ye  blessed. 

All  our  labors  will  repay. 
When  we  gather  in  the  morning, 

When  the  mists  have  rolled  away. 

Wm.  H.  Langan, 

M.  J.   BOTLE, 

Thob.  Clohesst, 

Committee, 
Sept.  18,  1907. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  George 
Washington  Lodge  No.  189,  Dalton  Sta- 
tion, 111.,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
Qod  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  friend  and  brother, 
Philip  H.  Hennessey,  who  was  acci- 
dentally killed  in  Chicago  the  night  of 
November  2d;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  deplore  the  loss 
of  our  late  brother  with  the  deepest 
feelings  of  sorrow,  and  that  we  tender 
the  afflicted  family  and  friends  our 
earnest  sympathy  in  their  sad  bereave- 
ment;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother  our 
charter  be  draped  for  a  period  of  thirty 
dayB,  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
sent  to  the  family,  a  copy  to  the  Jousr 
NAL  for  publication,  and  a  copy  spread 
on  our  records. 

G.   W.    LUCKENBILL, 

P.  P.  Smith, 

C.    D.    CULLEN, 

Committee, 


AsHTABiTLA,  O.,  November,  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lake  Brie 
Lodge  No.  7,  L.  A.,  of  Ashtabula,  O., 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeab,  The  Angel  of  Death  has 
entered  our  order  and  taken  from  us 
our  esteemed  and  worthy  sister,  Clara 
Hoover,  and,  realizing  our  loss  and  the 
greater  loss  sustained  by  those  nearest 
and  dearest  to  her,  be  it 


Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
this  lodge,  extend  to  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily our  sympathy  while  they  mourn 
the  loss  of  an  affectionate  mother,  a 
gentle  wife,  a  kind  daughter  and 
sister  we  mourn  the  death  of  a  good 
and  faithful  member;   and,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in   mourning  for  a   period   of   thirty 
days,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  the  family,  a  copy  spread  on 
the  minutes  of  our  lodge,  and  one  sent 
to  the  JouBNAL  for  publication. 
Loving  friends,  weep  not  for  me, 
I  long  to  be  at  rest; 
How  happy,  happy  I  shall  be 
When  pillowed  on  my  Saviour's  breast. 

'Twas  sad  to  see  thee  breathe  thy  last. 
But  Jesus  lovingly  said  come. 
Now  thy  sufferings  are  all  past 
And  thy  spirit  rests  at  last. 

Oh,  the  hope,  the  hope  is  sweet 
That  we  soon  in  heaven  may  meet; 
There  we  all  shall  happy  be. 
Rest  from  pain  and  sorrow  free. 

Mas.  Alice  Pbitchabo, 
Mas.  Lauedc  Hudie, 
Mb.  Auob  O'Malet, 

Committee, 


BflNNBAFOLIB,  MllfN.,  NOV.  11.  1907. 

Whebeas,  The  good  Lord  has  sent 
the  Angel  of  Death  once  more  among 
our  boys;  this  time  He  has  taken  the 
beloved  wife  of  Bro.  L.  C.  Hitchcock. 
Realizing  the  terrible  loss  to  Bro. 
Hitchcock,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we.  the  members  of 
Golden  Rod  Lodge  No.  3,  L.  A.  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  extend  to  the  bereaved 
husband  and  daughter  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  their  present  grief;  and, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Joubnal  for  pub- 
lication, and  also  spread  on  the  min- 
utes of  our  meeting. 

Mas.  Claba  Winn, 
Mas.  Mat  Ducan, 
Mbs.  Deliah  Seidel, 

Committee. 


Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  13.  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  James  Mills 
Lodge  No.  17,  held  Nov.  3d  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  to  take  from  us  our 
worthy  brother,  George  Howell;  and 
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Whkbeab,  In  the  death  of  our  friend 
and  brother  this  lodge  and  union  have 
lost  one  of  their  best  and  most  loyal 
members,  and  while  we  bow  to  the  will 
of  One  who  rules  us  all,  yet  we  cannot 
help  but  express  our  sorrow  over  the 
loss  of  our  brother;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved family  our  sympathy  in  their 
h'-ur  of  affliction;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  presented  to  his  wife,  spread 
upon  our  minutes  and  our  charter  be 
draped  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  in 
memory  of  our  brother. 

Bdwabd   Wkoeb, 
T.  H.  Stone, 
H.  L.  CooN, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Kansas  City 
Lodge  No.  1,  Oct  26,  1907,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeab,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to 
take  from  us  another  brother,  Wm. 
Kelley,  who  died  in  St  Margaret's  Hos- 
pital ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
mother  and  many  friends  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  their  said  hour;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  drape  our  charter 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  that  a  capy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  on  the  minutes  and  a 
copy  sent  to  his  mother,  and  a  copy  to 
the  JoxTBNAL  for  publication. 

Wm.  Whatson, 
P.  S.  Febbis, 
J.  W.  Hatfield, 
Committee. 


Toledo,  O.,  Nov.  14,  1907. 

At  our  regular  meeting  of  Toledo 
Lodge  No.  14  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whebeab,  It  has  pleased  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  to  remove  from  us  our  late 
brother,  John  James  Milligan,  who 
was  kiUed  in  the  L.  S.  ft  M.  S.  Railway 
yards,  November  4th;    and 

Whebeas,  By  his  death  we  have  lost 
a  valuable  and  esteemed  member,  and 
his  wife  a  kind  and  loving  husband; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  to  his  wife  and  mother; 
and,  be  it  further 


Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
for  thirty  days,  and  that  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting,  one  sent  to 
his  family,  and  one  to  the  editor  of  the 
S^rroHMEN's  JouBNAL  for  publication. 
C.  Q.  Lynch, 
O.  A.  Bakeb, 
B.  O.  Cabb* 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Kansas  City 
Lodge  No.  1,  held  Oct  26,  1907,  the  fol- 
lowing  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeab,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father  to  remove  from  our  midst 
our  esteemed  and  beloved  brother,  H. 
Hodelman,  who  died  from  a  lingering 
illness;  and 

Whebeab,  Lodge  No.  1  has  lost  a 
faithful  member;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  rela- 
tives our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  that 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  placed 
on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  and  a 
copy  sent  to  his  relatives,  and  one  to 
the  Joubnal  for  publication. 

Wm.  Whatbon, 
P.  S.  Febbis, 
J.  W.  Hatfield, 
Committee. 


Taooma,  Wash.,  Nov.  7  1907. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Puget  Sound 
Lodge  No.  135,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whebeab,  It  has  pleased  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  to  take  unto  Himself  the  be- 
loved son  Raymond  of  our  Bro.  J.  B. 
Papen  and  wife;   and 

Whebeab,  The  sudden  removal  of 
this  bright  young  life  from  his  beloved 
home  leaves  a  vacant  place  in  the 
hearts  of  mother  and  father;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sin- 
cere sjrmpathy  in  their  great  affliction 
and  bereavement;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  family,  one  to 
the  JoiTBNAL  for  publication,  and  a  copy 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our 
lodge.  F.  J.  Gatlet, 

G.  H.  Hebbebt, 

SAinTEL  FOGO, 

Committee. 
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in  that  maimer  they  parted,  with  ap- 
parent reluctance  on  her  part  and  re- 
lief on  his. 

The  attitude  of  the  public,  mean- 
time, was  such  as  to  seem  now  a  cur 
rious  by-plot  to  this  singular  tragedy. 
The  great  majority  believed  that  the 
men  should  be  put  to  death,  but  there 
was  a  considerable  and,  as  time  went 
on,  a  growing  opposition.  Among  the 
working  people,  the  large  and  power- 
ful Central  Labor  Union  was  a  unit 
against  the  sentence  and  its  course 
created  a  very  foolish  but  general  be- 
lief that  it  was  composed  of  wild^yed 
anarchists,  bomb  throwers,  and  revo- 
lutionists. But  there  were  many  oth- 
ers outside  of  labor  or  any  of  its  In- 
fluences that  protested.  Leonard  Swett, 
one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  we  have  ever 
had,  declared  that  the  verdict  was 
wrong  in  point  of  law  and  should  not 
be  carried  out.  Qen.  Benjamin  F.  But- 
ler supported  his  contention.  Colonel 
Ingersoll,  with  characteristic  courage, 
declared  that  the  hanging  of  the  men 
would  be  a  Judicial  murder.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Dean  Howells  and  many  other 
kindly  and  broad-minded  men  protested 
on  humanitarian  groundis.  Wm.  Mor- 
ris from  London  uttered  a  vehement 
denunciation.  George  Francis  Train 
broke  the  rules  of  silence  that  for  more 
than  ten  years  he  had  Imposed  upon 
himself  and  went  to  Chicago  to  speak 
against  the  hanging.  Meetings  were 
held  and  petitions  were  circulated  in 
the  same  interest.  Of  all  the  con- 
demned men.  Parsons  had  the  largest 
share  of  sympathy.  The  magnanimity 
of  his  surrender  and  the  sincerity  of 
his  motives  made  a  deep  Impression  in 
his  behalf.  Gov.  Oglesby  understood 
the  peculiar  position  in  which  the  man 
stood  and  desired  to  save  him;  an  in- 
timation was  made  to  Parsons'  counr 
sel,  Capt  Black,  a  man  of  very  high 
character  and  much  esteemed  by  the 
people  of  Chicago,  that  if  Parsons 
would  sign  a  petition  for  clemency  the 
Governor  would  grant  it.  In  spite  of 
every  argument  and  appeal.  Parsons  re- 
fused to  sign  such  a  document.  One 
reason  that  he  made  public  was  that 
he  was  an  innocent  man  and  entitled 
not  to  a  commutation  of  his  sentence 
but  to  his  freedom.  Another  reason 
that  he  confided  to  his  counsel  was 
that  if  clemency  were  extended  to  him 
it  would  seal  the  fate  of  his  comrades 


and  be  on  his  part  an  act  of  desertion 
of  which  he  would  not  be  guilty. 

The  day  appointed!  for  the  hanging 
was  Friday,  Nov.  11,  l'8i87.  On  Thurs- 
day, the  10th,  the  Governor  announced 
his  decision.  He  commuted  to  life  im- 
prisonment the  sentences  of  Flelden 
and  Schwab  and  left  Parsons,  Fischer, 
Ehigel  and  Lingg  to  their  fate.  On 
that  day  or  at  some  other  time  Llngg's 
sweetheart,  though  thoroughly  search- 
ed whenever  she  visited  the  Jail,  had 
managed  to  convey  to  him  a  small  dy- 
namite bomb.  At  a  quarter  of  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning  he  thrust  this 
into  his  mouth  and  exploded  it  He 
lived  until  nearly  3  o'clock  that  after- 
noon. Though  frightfully  mangled  and 
doubtless  suffering  the  most  terrible 
agony,  he  never  uttered  a  groan  nor 
one  expression  of  pain.  With  his  torn 
and  lacerated  mouth  he  smoked  cigar- 
ettes and  waited'  unconcernedly  for  the 
end.  A  story  was  printed  that  a  short 
time  before  he  died'  he  threw  himself 
on  the  floor  and  on  his  handSs  and 
knees  traveled  toward  an  open  door  in 
the  prison  ward.  Before  he  reached  It 
he  was  caught  and  carried  back  to  Ills 
bed.  Behind  that  door  were  concealed 
other  dynamite  bombs  wherewith  it 
"was  Llngg's  intention  to  blow  up  the 
building.  This  was  the  story,  soberly 
printed,  universally  believed.  But  the 
story  of  Louis  Lingg  was  strange 
enough  and  weird  enough  without  the 
assertion  of  the  fantastic  and  the  Im- 
possible. 

Meantime,  outside,  the  nervous  strain 
upon  the  public  had  become  almost  in- 
tolerable. The  stories  circulated,  print- 
ed, and  believed  in  those  6ayb  seem 
now  to  belong  to  the  literature  of  bed- 
lam. There  were  20,000  armed  and 
desperate  anarchists  in  Chicago,  an  as- 
sault upon  the  Jail  had  been  planned, 
all  the  principal  buildings  were  to  be 
blown  up,  the  streets  were  filled'  with 
anarchist  spies,  the  city  was  In  Imnal- 
nent  danger,  the  Central  Labor  Union 
had  decreed  a  holiday  that  Its  members 
might  be  present  and  take  part  In  the 
attack  on  the  Jail,  innumerable  anar- 
chists had*  sworn  that  the  men  should 
never  be  hanged.  The  newspaper  of- 
fices, the  banks,  and  the  board  of  trade 
were  guarded  night  and  day.  Most  dtl- 
sens  carried  weapons.  I  remember  find- 
ing, at  10  o'clock  at  night,  a  gun  store 
still    open     in     Madison    street     and 
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crowded  with  men  buying  revolvers, 
and  the  spectacle  did  not  strike  me 
th^i  as  in  the  least  degree  strange,  bnt 
wholly  natural  and  laudable.  The 
dread  of  some  catastroplie  impending 
was  not  alone  in  men's  talk,  but  in 
their  very  faces  and  in  the  air. 

To  the  spectacle  that  on  the  morn- 
ing of  that  11th  of  November  Chicago 
presented,  there  has  been  surely  no 
parallel  in  any  American  city  in  time 
of  peace.  One  block  in  each  direction 
from  the  jail,  ropes  were  stretched 
across  the  streets  and  traffic  was  sus- 
pended. Behind  the  ropes  were  lines 
of  policemen  with  riot  rifles.  Thence 
to  the  jail  the  sidewalks  were  patrolled 
by  other  policemen  similarly  armed. 
The  jail  itself  was  guarded  like  a  pre- 
carious outpost  in  a  critical  battle. 
Around  it  lines  of  policemen  were 
drawn,  from  every  window  policemen 
looked  forth  with  rifles,  the  roof  was 
black  with  policemen.  The  display  of 
strength  was  overpowering,  the  place 
was  like  a  fort. 

At  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  re- 
porters were  admitted;  after  that  all 
entrance  was  denied.  From  six  until 
nigh  upon  eleven  we  stood  there,  200  of 
us,  cooped  in  the  jailer's  office,  waiting, 
with  nerves  played  upon  by  mi)re  dis- 
quieting rumors  than  I  have  ever 
heard  in  a  like  period-.  So  great  was 
the  nervous  tension  that  two  of  the  re- 
porters, tried'  and  experienced  men, 
turned  sick  and  faint  and  had  to  be  as- 
sisted outside  whence  they  could  not 
return.  In  all  my  experience  this  was 
the  only  occasion  on  which  any  re- 
porter flinched  from  any  duty,  however 
trying;  but  it  is  hard  now  to  under- 
stand the  tremendous  power  of  the  in- 
feetional  panic  that  had  seized  upon 
the  city  and  had  its  storm  center  at 
that  jail.  Perhaps  some  idea  of  it  may 
be  gained  from  the  fact  that  while  we 
waited  there  a  Chicago  newspaper  is- 
sued an  extra  seriously  announcing 
that  the  jail  had  been  mined  by  anar- 
chists, great  stores  of  dynamite  stored 
beneath,  and  at  the  moment  of  the 
hanging  the  whole  structure  and  all  in 
It  were  to  be  destroyed. 

The  word  came  at  last,  we  marched 
down  the  dim  corridors  to  the  court 
appointed  for  the  terrible  thing,  we 
saw  it  done,  we  saw  four  lives  crushed 
out  according  to  the  fashion  of  sur- 
viving barbarism.    There  was  no  mine 


exploded^  there  was  no  attack,  the  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union  did  not  march  its  co- 
horts to  the  jail  nor  elsewhere,  no 
armed  nor  unarmed'  anarchists  ap- 
peared to  menace  the  supremacy  <tf  the 
State.  In  all  men's  eyes,  I  was  told, 
was  something  of  the  strain  and 
anxiety  that  made  all  the  faces  I  saw 
ubout  me  look  drawn  and  pallid;  but 
there  was  nowhere  the  lifting  of  a  law- 
less hand  that  day.  It  sounds  now  a 
horrible  and  cruel  thing  to  say»  yet 
visibly,  most  visibly,  all  other  men's 
hearts  were  lightened  because  those 
four  men's  hearts  were  stilled. 

One  other  strange  scene  closed  the 
drama,  for  who  that  saw  it  can  ever 
forget  that  Sunday  funeral  procession, 
the  black  hearses,  the  marching  thou- 
sands, the  miles  upon  miles  of  densely 
packed  and  silent  streets,  the  sobering 
impression  of  the  amnesty  of  death, 
the  still  more  sobering  question  wheth- 
er we  had  done  right?  The  short  No- 
vember day  closed  upon  the  services 
at  the  cemetery;  in  tlie  darkness  the 
strangely  silent  crowds  staggered  back 
to  the  city.  There  was  no  outbreak  at 
the  graves  nor  elsewhere;  only  every- 
where this  silence  like  a  sign  of  brood- 
ing thought 

And  yet  what  was  it  of  which  we 
had  been  so  frightened)?  Six  men  in 
buckram,  no  more.  Humiliating  as  it 
is,  even  now,  to  admit,  yet  so  stands 
the  fact.  I  cannot  see  that  any  good  can 
come  to  any  cause  by  not  observing  the 
truth,  and  the  truth  is  that  Chicago 
was  at  no  time  in  any  more  danger  of 
an  anarchist  uprising,  in  more  danger  < 
of  an  outbreak  of  violence,  in  more 
danger  of  destruction  by  dynamite, 
than  any  other  American  city  was  then 
and  is  now.  Soon  after  the  hanging, 
certain  events  not  essential  to  this  nar- 
rative, made  it  advisable  for  the  New 
York  World,  with  which  I  was  then 
connected,  to  determine  whether  the 
story  we  had  all  accepted  had  any  ac- 
tual foundations.  The  investigation 
went  on  for  months.  Slowly  the  con- 
clusion was  forced  upon  me  that  the 
idea  of  an  anarchist  conspiracy  was 
purely  a  dream.  There  had  been  In 
Chicago  a  very  small  group,  compris- 
ing perhaps  14  in  all,  of  physical  force 
anarchists,  men  of  the  type  of  the  de- 
praved and  desperate  ci^atures  that  as- 
sassinate European  rulers.  Of  these 
Lingg  was  the  leader,  Schnaubelt  was  a 
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member,  and  probably  these  two  alond 
possessed  fhe  courage  for  an  overt  act. 
Next  were  a  large  number  of  working- 
men  that  did  not  believe  in  organized 
force  and  had  no  sympathy  with  anar- 
chism, but  felt  that  the  worklngmen 
had  been  badly  treated  by  the  police. 
These  were  often  on  conviction  oppo- 
nents of  the  wage  system,  but  they 
were  no  champions  of  armed  revolu- 
tion. They  might  be  willing  to  throw 
brickbats  at  strike-breakers,  to  make 
speeches  denouncing  capital,  and  to 
Jeer  the  police^  but  they  were  no  anar- 
chists. Beyond*  these  were  other  men 
that  theoretically  favored  the  eight- 
hour  movement  and  the  cause  of  labor, 
and  felt  that  the  condemned  men  had 
been  cruelly  sacrificed,  but  had  no  con- 
victions nor  impulses  of  greater  dan- 
ger to  society.  And  this  was  the  sum 
total  of  the  disaffection,  unless  we 
choose  to  characterize  every  person  as 
an  anarchist  that  entertains  doubts 
whether  present  conditions  represent 
the  ultimate  state  of  mankind. 

Not  yet,  however,  did  we  secure 
peace.  The  public  nerves  had  been  too 
much  shaken  to  allow  of  wholly  calm 
repose;  and  there  were  other  causes 
of  disquiet.  Capt  Ebersold,  who  was 
then  chief  of  police,  had  testified  that 
Capt.  Schaack  wanted  to  go  on  forming 
anarchist  clubs  and  raiding  them. 
En)ersold  refused.  Tet  for  months  we 
were  disturbed  with  stories  of  anar- 
chist plots  until,  as  sometimes  happens, 
we  were  saved  from  further  foolishness 
by  a  wholesome  application  of  anti- 
*  climax. 

This  same  came  about  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  By  the  part  of  the  press 
that  was  paranoiac  about  anarchy  it 
was  assumed  to  be  certain  that  the  fu- 
rious revolutionists  among  us  would 
not  rest  until  they  had  wreaked  upon 
the  city  a  terrible  revenge  for  the 
deaths  of  their  comrades.  The  date  of 
these  doings  was  finally  set  for  the  an- 
niversary of  the  hanging,  which  fell 
upon  a  Sunday.  Memorial  services 
were  held  at  the  cemetery,  and  many 
sympathizers  attended,  to  the  terror  of 
the  timid,  but  with  no  more  disorder 
than  there  is  at  a  church  prayer  meet- 
ing. It  was  then  announced*  by  the 
prophets  of  the  evil  that  the  plans  had 
been  changed,  and  the  date  had  been 
fixed  irrevocably  for  the  Sunday  two 
weeks  thereafter.  These  two  weeks 
were  filled  with  stories  so  lurid  and 


circumstantial  of  the  terrible  deeds  at 
hand  that  even  reasonable  citizens  be- 
gan* to  be  uneasy.  Anarchists  were 
gathering  from  all  parts  of  the  world; 
Strang^  sinister-looking  men  were 
alighting  from  all  the  incoming  trains; 
arms  and  ammunition  were  being  col- 
lected; the  Lehr  und  Wehr  Verein, 
screaming  for  vengeance,  was  march- 
ing up  and  down  with  magazine  guns; 
united  anarchism  was  to  make  one 
mighty  outbreak  and  punish  Chicago 
by  dynamiting  the  public  buildings  and 
slaughtering  the  principal  citizens.  On 
Sunday  afternoon  the  anarchist  clans 
were  to  meet  at  Greifs  Hall,  64  West 
Lake  street,  and  march  thence  to  be- 
gin the  work  of  ruin. 

On  the  fated  Sunday  afternoon  great 
crowds  gathered  at  the  indicated  scene 
to  observe  the  coming  riot.  PoUcemen 
with  rifles  were  massed  in  the  adjacent 
streets,  the  reserves  were  under  arms 
in  the  stations,  the  roofs  of  the  nearby 
houses  were  crowded'  with  people.  The 
appointed  hour  came,  the  moments  wore 
by,  the  sun  declined,  the  shadows  grew, 
a  bitter  wind  chilled  the  waiting 
crowds,  and  all  the  streets  remained 
as  silent  as  a  country  lane,  no  roar  of 
explosion  was  heard,  no  tramp  of 
armed'  men,  no  battling  of  hosts.  At 
last  the  sun  went  down,  the  street 
lamps  were  lighted,  the  policemen  re- 
turned to  the  stations,  the  crowds 
dwindled  away,  the  show  was  over. 

And  the  meeting  at  Greifs  hall?  Oh, 
that  was  held,  truly  enough,  and  right 
under  the  noses  of  the  police.  It  was 
a  meeting  of  the  German  Housewives' 
Society  and  it  gathered)  to  knit  yarn 
socks  and  discuss  the  Infamous  price 
of  sausage,  which,  placidly  and  calmly- 
it  did  all  the  afternoon. 

On  the  publication  of  these  facts 
Chicago  laughed  aloud,  and  at  the  first* 
sound  of  the  laughter  the  ghost  of  an- 
archy fled  from  the  city.  It  has  never 
returned ;  we  may  be  sure  it  never  will 
return.  That  it  should  have  lasted  so 
long  and  deluded'  so  many  is  its  great- 
est marvel,  for  truth  to  tell  it  was 
never  more  than  a  shadow's  shadow, 
though  not  since  Salem  witcfhcraft  has 
there  been  a  shadow  with  such  dire  re- 
suits.  Gov.  Altgeld  was  quite  right 
when  he  said  that  we  were  in  no  dan- 
ger that  anarchism  would  ever  take 
root  in  our  soil.  It  remains  now  as  it 
was  on  May  4,  1886.  the  delusion  of  a 
few    diseased    or    unbalanced    minds, 
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which,  if  they  had  not  this,  would  be 
obsessed  <tf  some  other  form  of  dan- 
gerous  dementia. 

In  the  trail  of  the  vanishing  specter 
went  also  the  bitter  feeUng  it  had 
aroused'.  To  commemorate  the  police- 
men that  fell  before  Lingg's  bomb  a 
monument  was  placed  in  the  Haymar- 
ket  For  some  space  of  time  it  stood 
there;  then,  for  a  conyenient  reason 
of  street  repairing,  or  to  make  more 
room  for  the  carter  of  market  garden- 
era,  it  was  taken  away,  to  be  erected 
again,  long  after,  in  a  wooded  park 
miles  from  the  scene  of  the  unhappy 
erent  No  one  regretted  its  absence. 
With  no  lack  of  respect  for  the  brave 
men  that  had  perished  in  their  duty,  I 
think  Chicago  felt  it  would  rather  not 
have  a  monument  there  to  remind  it 
of  one  of  the  most  painful  passages  in 
its  history. 


Freedom  is  at  Hand. 

By  George  H.  Shibley.  President  Na- 
tional Federation  for  People's 
Rule. 

All  who  are  observant  have  noted 
In  this  country  the  trend  towards  the 
restoration  of  people's  rule.  In  a  hun- 
dred different  ways  the  deep-seated 
evils  due  to  the  existing  rule  of  the 
few  are  being  exposed,  and  steadily 
the  people's  rule  system  of  government 
l8  being  installed.  Oklahoma  is  a  shin- 
ing example.  It  was  preceded  by  Ore- 
gon, South  Dakota  and  Montana.  Con- 
stitutional  amendments  for  the  initia- 
tive and  referendum  have  been  sub- 
mitted also  in  Maine,  Missouri  and 
North  Dakota,  with  a  pledged  legisla- 
ture in  Ohio.  Nationally  110  of  the 
S86  members  of  the  national  house 
are  pledged,  with  four  more  pledged 
members  in  Oklahoma;  and  a  vigorous- 
ly condncted  non-partisan  campaign 
for  the  questioning  of  candidates  is  at 
hand. 

What  are  we  to  expect  from  the  peo- 
ple's rule  when  established? 

It  will  be  a  change  in  the  founda- 
tions of  society.  The  supreme  earthly 
power  will  have  shifted  from  the  few 
to  the  many.  The  result  will  be  that 
legislation  and  administration  will  be 
for  Qie  welfare  of  the  majority — ^the 
masses,  instead  of  for  the  few.  In- 
evitably it  will  shut  off  monopoly  privi- 
leges except  patents  and  copyrights,  re- 


cast the  system  of  raising  public  reve- 
nues, shift  from  the  individual  wage- 
earners  to  the  general  public  the  losses 
caused  by  accidents  to  wofkingmen, 
shut  off  child  labor  and  bring  about 
compulsory  education,  improve  the  pub- 
lic school  system,  shut  off  the  inflow  of 
undesirable  immigration  in  order  to 
protect  and  raise  the  standard  of  citi- 
zenship and  raise  wages,  restore  Jury 
trial  wherever  it  has  been  lost  and  in 
other  ways  reform  the  procedure  in 
our  courts,  rapidly  enlarge  the  field  of 
arbitration  and  tremendously  increase 
the  functions  of  our  municipal  and 
other  public  corporations.  At  the  same 
time  the  avenues  for  voluntary  co-op- 
eration will  be  re-opened,  so  that  per- 
fect freedom  may  again  be  exercised. 
Self-interest  will  steadily  operate  in 
these  directions  just  as  surely  as  gravi- 
tation exerts  a  continued  pull.  Illus- 
tration of  what  is  actually  being  accom- 
plished where  the  people's  rule  is  in- 
stalled are  the  Improved  conditions  in 
Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Montana,  South 
Dakota  and  Switzerland.  These 
changes  will  be  described  from  time  to 
time  to  the  readers  of  the  Joubnai., 
and  there  will  be  included  the  current 
news  of  the  people's  rule  movement 
A  greatly  enlarged  program  is  under 
way.  Complete  success  is  aimed  al  in 
the  coming  state  and  national  cam- 
paigns, except  in  some  of  the  South- 
em  states.  The  questioning  of  candi- 
dates who  are  to  come  before  the 
primaries  and  conventions,  followed  by 
the  questioning  of  the  nominees  is  ex- 
pected to  lay  the  ground-work,  and  the 
independent  voters  will  do  the  rest. 
Organized  labor  is  actively  helping  to 
build  up  the  non-partisan  system. 


Termination   of   Government   by   In- 
junction. 

The  people  in  Oklahoma  have  termi- 
nated  government  by  injunction.  The 
recently  adopted  constitution  of  the 
State  declares: 

"The  legislature  shall  pass  laws  de- 
fining contempts  and  regulating  the 
proceedings  and  punishment  in  mat^ 
ters  of  contempt;  provided,  that  any 
person  accused  of  violating  or  disobey- 
ing, when  not  in  the  presence  or  hear- 
ing of  the  court,  or  judge  sitting  as 
such,  any  order  of  injunction  or  re- 
straint made  or  entered  by  any  court 


Digitized  by 


Google 


134 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


or  Judge  of  the  State  shall,  before  pen- 
alty or  punishment  is  imposed,  be  en- 
titled to  a  TRIAL  BY  JURTT  as  to  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused.  In 
no  case  shall  a  penalty  or  punishment 
be  imposed  for  contempt  until  AN  OP- 
PORTUNITY TO  BE  HEARD  IS 
GIVEN."     (Sec.  25,  Bill  of  Rights.) 

This  is  the  first  instance  in  this  coun- 
try in  which  government  by  injunc- 
tion has  been  terminated,  and  it  is  a 
demonstration  that  the  pathway  to  lib- 
erty is  found. 

Oklahoma's  success  is  the  immediate 
result  of  the  non-partisan  plan  of  cam- 
paign decided  upon  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  September, 
1901,  and  the  following  December  pro- 
posed to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention  by 
President  Oompers.  A  widespread  ques- 
tioning ^f  nominees  for  public  office 
was  suggested,  the  interrogatories  to 
be  for  the  restoration  of  the  people's 
rule,  with  co-operation  by  all  citizens 
who  oppose  machine  rule. 

In  Oklahoma  the  actual  work  was 
started  by  the  Twin  Territorial  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  which  secured  Uie  co-op- 
eration of  organized  farmers  on  the 
basis  of  unitedly  questioning  the  can- 
aidates  for  the  establishment  of  the 
initiative  and  referendun^  are  the 
pledged  delegates  when  seated  in  the 
constitutional  convention  framed  not 
only  a  first-class  initiative  and  refer- 
endum system  to  restore  Jury  trial,  as 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  declaration 
from  the  bill  of  rights.  Then  the  peo- 
ple, by  a  vote  of  three  to  one  adopted 
the  people's  rule  system  of  govern- 
ment. 

Especially  note  that  it  was  the  peo- 
ple's representatives  who  voted  to 
terminate  government  by  injunction. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  wait  and  use 
direct  legislation,  in  other  words,  the 
representatives  who  pledged  to  vote  to 
install  the  initiative  and  referendum 
were  real  representatives  of  the  people 
and,  therefore,  voted  to  restore  jury 
trial,  and  they  provided,  too,  that  ac- 
cused persons  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard. 

In  other  states  and  nationally  the 
same  program  is  under  way.  If  in  any 
state  or  nationally  the  representatives 
who  are  pledged  to  the  initiative  and 
referendum  through  the  combined  ef- 
forts of  organized  farmers  and  organ- 
ized workingmen  refuse  to  restore  jury 


trial,  the  initiative  will  be  used.  The 
voters  can  be  depended  upon  to  re- 
store jury  trial.  Self-interest  demands 
it 

It  is  clear  that  in  states  other  than 
Oklahoma  freedom  is  at  hand.  The 
autocratic  Russian  method  of  trial  and 
punishment  which  now  exists  for  trade 
unionists  in  the  United  States  is  about 
to  be  changed.  In  ^e  national  and 
state  campaigns  the  candidates  "who 
are  to  come  before  the  primaries  and 
conventions  of  the  parties  that  have 
not  yet  declared  for  the  people's  rule 
will  be  questioned,  "If  elected  will  you 
work  and  vote  for  the  people's  rule?" 
This  will  raise  the  issue  and  most  of 
the  candidates  will  pledge.  Those  who 
refuse  can  easily  be  defeated.  The  peo- 
ple at  the  primaries  will  vote  for  the 
pledged  candidates.  Self-interest  will 
cause  them  to  do  so.  Later  the  nomi- 
nees for  the  legislatures,  governorships 
and  for  national  offices  will  be  ques- 
tioned. This,  again,  will  prevent  an 
evasion  of  the  issue  and  will  result  In  a 
host  of  pledges.  It  probably  will  win 
the  fight.  But  if  it  should  not  the  vot- 
ers on  election  day  will  have  the  final 
word.  Just  what  that  means  was  shown 
In  Oklahoma  this  year,  in  Ohio  two 
years  ago,  and  last  year  in  the  con- 
gressional campaign.  In  the  fifty-third 
congressional  dJstrict  the  nominees 
who  refused  to  pledge  were  defeated. 
This,  too,  when  the  public  knew  very 
little  about  the  initiative  and  refer- 
endum. Today  it  is  sweeping  the  coun- 
try, except  in  some  of  the  Southern 
states,  and  it  follows  that  in  the  North, 
East  and  West  the  vote  for  restoration 
of  the  people's  rule  will  be  practically 
unanimous. 


Omaha  Printers  Strike  for  Eight- 
Hour  Workday 

A  despatch  from  Omaha,  Neb.,  of 
Nov.  20th  says  that  following  the  ac- 
tion of  the  printing  companies  to  dis- 
regard the  eight-hour  day,  and  to  main- 
tain the  open-shop,  the  employes  in 
nearly  all  the  shops  went  out  to  a  man. 

A  strike  of  the  pressmen  has  been 
on  for  some  time.  Now  not  only  the 
pressmen,  but  their  helpers  and  the 
printers  have  also  joined,  an4  the 
printing  business  of  the  city  is  practic- 
ally at  a  standstill. 
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THE  POOD  TRUST. 


Itovins  Killed  CempeUtion,  it  is 
Responsibie  for  the  increased 
Cost  of  Living  in  Fixing  the 
Price  of  Commodities. 


(From  the  XJniied  Oarment  Workers' 
Offlcial  Organ.) 

Who  is  responsible  for  the  great  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living  In  America 
today?  Why  is  it  that  the  poor  man 
finds  himself  getting  poorer  in  ''good 
times"? 

Trusts  and  the  very  rich  are  eating 
up  the  poor  man's  share  of  the  great 
prosperity.    That's  the  simple  truth. 

Many  people  like  to  sidestep  this 
fact  But  that  is  useless.  Trusts  are 
"soulless."  They  are  economic  en- 
tities. They  are  the  "creatures  of  law." 
They  are  endowed  with  all  the  intel- 
ligence of  their  creator,  all  the  shrewd- 
ness, 1^1  the  craft,  all  the  greed;  and 
they  lack  all  the  rest.  They  lack  all 
that  makes  their  makers  human. 

There  is  a  cold  storage  trust.  Take 
that  as  a  sample.  See  what  it  does. 
Less  than  ten  years  ago  eggs  entered 
into  the  diet  of  the  poor.  During  the 
summer  eggs  were  plentiful,  with 
prices  at  10  and  12  cents  a  dozen,  or 
lower.    So  with  chickens. 

What  has  happened?  Invention  pro- 
duced cold  storage.  The  trust  (in  this 
case  the  Armour  and  allied  trusts)  saw 
the  opportunity.  Bggs  and  chickens 
could  be  preserved  for  years.  Hah! 
Then  we  can  buy  cheap  and  sell  hig^, 
the  trust  magnates  said.  We  can  ab- 
sorb all  that  are  offered,  keep  them 
oft  the  market  until  we  get  ready  to 
sell,  and  get  our  price.  That's  why 
you  pay  the  enormous  prices  you  are 
paying  today.  By  cold  storage  methods 
the  retail  price  of  eggs  is  kept  between 
15  and  25  cents  in  summer  and  25  to 
50  cents  in  winter. 

Who  Buffers? 

Answer  is  found  in  the  United  States 
bureau  of  labor's  studies  in  the  cost  of 
living.  The  poor  don't  eat  eggs.  They 
eat  chicken  much  less  often  than  they 
formerly  did.  People  of  medium  means 
who  do  eat  eggs  are  paying  tribute  at 
40  per  cent,  increase  to  the  cold  stor- 
age trust. 


Go  ask  the  cold  storage  trust  if  it  is 
not  sorry  for  poor  people  who  no  longer 
can  eat  eggs.  What  would  be  the  re- 
ply? Ask  Mr.  Armour,  Jr.,  ask  the 
secretary  of  the  Armour  Company  or 
the  Armour  refrigerated  car  lines. 
What  will  they  say? 

"It  is  all  due  to  an  economic  law.  It 
is  supply  and  demand.  We  are  in  busi- 
ness. One  cannot  confuse  business  with 
charity.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  poor.  Iliey  must  take  care  of 
themselves." 

And  the  trust  goes  on  perfecting  its 
monopoly  of  the  refrigerated  railroad 
cars,  storage  plants  in  great  markets 
like  Chicago,  New  York,  Kansas  City, 
etc.;  goes  on  adding  a  commission 
business  to  its  storage  and  carrying 
business;  absorbing  the  poultry,  eggs 
and  the  vegetable  supply  from  the 
farm  country  through  which  its  6ars 
travel,  locking  them  up  in  huge  cold 
ware-houses  and  holding  them  there 
until  they  can  exact  their  enormous 
margin  of  tribute. 

The  poor  man  can  scarcely  afford 
beef  nowadays.  The  price  is  nearly 
prohibitive.  The  reason  is  well  known. 
The  methods  of  the  Beef  Trust  were 
exploited  in  the  action  begun  by  A^ 
tomey-General  Moody  two  years  ago 
in  Chicago— and  defeated  by  the  ruling 
of  a  system-made  judge.  Having  killed 
local  competition,  the  trust  makes  the 
price  at  beef  and  other  meats  what 
they  want 

There  is  a  magnificent  industry  com- 
ing up  in  the  United  States  in  canning 
and  preserving  vegetables  and  fruit; 
an  industry  protected  by  a  high  tariff 
and  founded  on  child  and  woman  labor. 
This  industry  is  doing,  in  part,  what 
the  cold  storage  trust  has  done.  It  ab- 
sorbs the  fresh  vegetables  and  fruit 
during  the  season,  and  raises  their 
prices  to  the  permanent  all  the  year 
round  price  of  canned  goods.  This 
makes  fresh  vegetables  higher,  the 
price  this  season  becoming  prohibitive 
for  the  very  poor. 


For  what?  That  the  recent  financial 
disturbance  only  brought  disaster  to 
stock  market  jugglers  and  gamblers. 
Really,  tne  passing  flurry  averted  our 
having  a  genuine  panic,  if  the  crooked 
methods  of  these  "malesfactors  of  our 
currency"  had  been  permitted  to  con- 
tinue. 
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TO  DOWN  THE  SWITCHMEN 


Official  of  the  Brotherhood  of 

Railroad  Trainmen  Shows 

His  Hand. 


Now  that  the  Switchmen's  Union 
has  made  a  demand  on  the  railroads, 
M.  S.  Biayse,  chairman  of  the  general 
committee  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
road Trainmen,  in  an  interview  which 
appeared  in  the  Kansas  City  Journal 
October  30th,  states  openly  and  above- 
board  what  his  organization  intends  to 
do  in  case  the  Switchmen's  Union  goes 
out  on  a  strike.  He  says:  "The 
switchmen  may  strike  but  we  will  cer- 
tainly protect  the  roads."  Isn't  that 
"cold  turkey?"  If  that  is  not  a  candid 
admission  that  his  organization  will 
deliberately  SCAB  on  the  Switchm^i's 
Union,  how  else  under  the  sun  can  it 
be  construed?  If  the  railroads  can  rely 
on  one  organization  to  be  always  ready 
and  willing  to  cut  another's  throat,  it 
will  save  them  the  expense  of  hiring 
professional  strike-breakers  of  the 
Farley  t3npe  to  do  the  dirty  work.  In 
the  article  referred  to  he  states  that 
me  Brotherhood  has  a  big  majority  of 
the  local  yard  men  in  their  organiza- 
tion. This  is  certainly  news.  The  fact 
is.  that  fully  two-thirds  of  the  yard 
men  in  this  Jurisdiction  are  members 
of  the  Switchmen's  Union,  and  it  is 
dollars  to  doughnuts  that  Mr.  Mayse 
could  induce  but  very  few  of  the 
local  3^rd  men  who  belong  to  his  own 
organization  to  become  scabs.  He 
would  have  to  import  them.  No  organ- 
ization whose  membership  would  stoop 
to  such  methods  need  expect  any  sjrm- 
pathy  from  the  other  labor  organiza- 
tions of  this  country.  To  apply  the 
name  "Brotherhood"  to  such  an  organ- 
ization would  be  a  misnomer^  as  there 
is  another  name  which  would  be  far 
more  appropriate.  In  case  trouble  does 
arise  between  the  Switchmen's  Union 
and  the  railroads,  can  it  be  possible  that 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  Railroad  Train- 
men will  lose  all  sense  of  manhood  by 
heeding  the  advice  of  such  officials  as 
this  man  Mayse,  who  claims  to  be  a 
union  man?  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
honest  trades-unionist  believes  that 
they  will  do  so. — Labor  Herald,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


Labor  and  industry  can  not  be  halted 
or  turned  back  to  conform  to  old  con- 
ceptions and  old  conditions.  It  deals 
with  the  present  and  for  the  future. 
There  must  be  the  largest  liberty  of 
action,  the  freest  possible  opportuni- 
ties for  the  highest  development  and 
greatest  expansion  of  labor,  industry, 
and  commerce  to  make  for  the  common 
good,  for  the  common  progress  and  for 
civilization. — Samuel  Oompers. 


Railway  Wreclcs. 

Railway  wrecks  have  been  increas- 
ing in  Canada  to  an  alarming  extent. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  hold  the  em- 
ployes of  the  railway  companies  re- 
sponsible.    That  is  absolutely  unfair. 

If  an  accident  is  caused  by  careless- 
ness and  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  a  railway  employe,  it  calls  for  the 
severest  condemnation  and  punish- 
ment But  to  find  carelessness  and 
neglect  of  duty  in  every  accident  is 
unjust.  Human  beings  are  only  hu- 
man beings  after  all.  If  they  are 
called  upon  to  administrate  a  -system 
which  requires  superhuman  qualities 
to  avoid  disaster,  accidents  are  bound 
to  occur. 

In  the  case  of  a  terrible  railway  ac- 
cident in  Great  Britain  the  blame  lay 
obviously  upon  the  shoulders  of  a  sig- 
nalman. In  the  course  of  investiga- 
tion, however,  it  was  shown  that  this 
man  had  been  on  duty  continuously 
for  eighteen  hours.  The  people  of 
Great  Britain  promptly  took  the  blame 
off  his  shoulders,  and  laid  it  upon  the 
company  that  employed  him.  In  Can- 
ada, the  system  of  dispatching,  hand- 
ling and  safeguarding  trains  on  the 
track,  is  such  that,  unless  railway  men 
were  archangels  and  not  men,  acci- 
dents must  occur.  This  system  should 
be  improved,  and,  sooner  or  later,  it 
will  be  improved. 

But  until^  improvement  does  take 
place.  It  is  unfair  to  blame  the  men 
who  run  the  trains  for  every  accldmit 
that  occurs.  There  is  no  higher  class 
of  men  employed  in  any  industry  tlian 
those  who  are  occupied  in  handling  tbe 
transportation  of  their  fellow  beings. 
To  live  continually  in  the  shadow  ot 
the  penitentiary  would  not  increase 
their  efficiency;  '  it  would  merely  de- 
stroy their  nerve. — Winnipeg  Tele- 
gram. 
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ISSUE  A  VITAL  ONE 


Cleveland  Paper  Discusses  the 

Van  Cleave  ''Don't  Patran- 

ize''  Salt. 


One  of  the  most  vital  legal  battles  in 
the  history  of  the  labor  movement  has 
been  commenced  in  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, where  James  W.  VanCleave, 
president  of  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers  has  begun  an  action 
to  enjoin  President  Qompers  and  other 
A.  F.  of  L.  officials  from  publishing  or 
circulating  the  Federation's  unfair 
list  VanCleave  has  begun  the  suit  as 
head  of  the  Bucks  Stove  and  Range 
Co.,  a  St.  Louis  concern  that  has  been 
placed  on  the  "We  don't  patronize"  list 
But  the  significance  of  the  action  lies 
in  its  being  a  test  wherein  VanCleave/ 
as  head  of  the  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion seeks  to  permanently  enjoin  or- 
ganized labor  from  using  the  unfair  or 
"we  don't  patronize"  lists  in  its  fight 
against  firms  and  individuals.  The  pa- 
pers were  filed  in  order  that  personal 
service  might  be  immediately  obtained 
against  a  large  number  of  the  labor 
officials  named  in  the  complaint,  who 
are  in  that  city  in  attendance  upon  a 
general  conference.  The  open  shop- 
pers claim  that  circulating  the  unfair 
list  is  boycotting,  and  that  many  courts 
have  declared  the  practice  to  be  il- 
legal and  unconstitutional.  But  they 
d<m't  add  that  other  courts  have  ruled 
that  boycotting  is  legal  and  constitu- 
tional, and  still  other  courts  have  held 
that  blacklisting  and  discriminating 
against  union  members  is  unlawful. 
However,  no  matter  what  the  ruling 
of  the  lower  courts  at  Washington  will 
be,  now  that  the  issue  has  been  raised, 
the  case  will  undoubtedly  be  ai^;)ealed 
to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  by 
one  side  or  the  other  to  secure  a  final 
decision.  The  far-reaching;  effects  of 
this  struggle  and  its  termination  can- 
not be  overestimated^  Its  serious  fea- 
tures force  labor  to  face  a  grave  crisis, 
and,  therefore,  all  workers  must  be- 
come aroused  to  the  impending  dan- 
ger.— Cleveland  Oitizen, 


WHh  a  population  of  less  than  700,- 
000,  and  an  area  of  600.000  square 
miles,  Oregon  has  room  for  10,000,000 
more  people. 


To  the  Strike  Breaker. 

The  following  editorial  appeared  re- 
cently— ^not  in  a  labor  paper — ^not  in  a 
socialist  paper — but  in  a  newspaper 
that  is  not  afraid  to  s];>eak  an  occa- 
sional truth  about  the  damning  indus- 
trial system  under  which  we  live.  This 
editorial  appeared  in  the  Cleveland 
Pre88^  and  is  here  reproduced  and  com- 
mended to  the  thoughtful  consideration 
of  every  man  who,  by  taking  the  place 
of  one  who  is  striking  to  shorten  the 
hours  of  toil  and  thus  prolong  his  life 
and  usefulness,  is  helping  to  continue 
the  deplorable  conditions  predicted. 
After  commenting  on  the  fact  that 
want  ads  invariably  call  for  young  men, 
the  editorial  continues: 

The  commercial  and  industrial  world 
wants  young  men.  The  pews  want 
young  preachers.  It  is  hinted  to  the 
middle-aged  surgeon  that  he  has  lost 
his  **nerve."  And  teachers  dare  not 
grow  old. 

The  corporations  draw  the  line  for 
activity  at  46  years. 

In  the  old  days  a  man  was  good  for 
service  up  to  65  or  70. 

What  are  the  reasons?  In  a  word — 
profUB,  dividends.  The  standard  of  a 
day's  work  is  based  on  a  large  output 
at  a  low  expense.  The  old  man  can- 
not keep  the  pace  the  age  sets  for  big 
returns. 

Another  reason  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  more  and  more  are  women  and 
children  offering  to  do  the  old  men*s 
work — and  for  less  wages. 

The  labor  unions  have  noted  this 
tendency,  and  for  years  have  been 
bracing  the  workers  in  the  industrial 
ranks  against  it. 

The  labor  unions — to  their  great 
credit — have  constantly  fought  for  a 
shorter  day's  work,  for  the  prevention 
of  child  labor,  for  a  man's  wages  for  a 
woman's  work.  They  have  tried  to  call 
a  halt  on  immigration  and  have  op- 
posed piece  work  because  it  sets  up  an 
inhuman  standard  for  a  few  days' 
work. 

And  this  striving  has  been  largely  in 
vain. 

Under  present  conditions  men  who 
would  be  good  for  16  or  20  years  of 
honest  labor  under  humane  provisions 
are  everywhere  set  aside. 

What  will  society,  which  is  respon- 
sible for  squeezing  these  men  out,  do 
with  these  old  men? 
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Shoot  them,  as  it  shoota  the  old 
horses? 

Pension  them? 

They  do  not  want  pensions.  They 
want  work;  work  such  as  they  are  able 
to  do,  and,  because  of  experience,  able 
to  do  well. 

Our  prosperity  Is  making  a  lot  of 
men  old  before  their  time,  which  is 
economic  waste — to  say  nothing  of 
heart-breaking  and  suffering. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  these  old 
men? 

The  Press  says  "this  striving  of 
union  men  for  conditions  which  would 
enable  working  men  to  continue  to 
earn  their  living  after  they  are  45  or  50 
has  been  largely  in  vain." 

And  why  has  it  been  in  vain? 

Because  you,  Mr.  Strikebreaker,  have 
stood  in  the  way. 

Because  you  have  proved  a  traitor  to 
your  own  interests  and  the  interests  of 
your  class. 

Tou  have  insisted  on  maintaining 
and  perpetuating  the  grinding  hours  of 
toil  that  make  you  "too  old"  at  45. 

You  have  done  this  not  only  for  your- 
self, but  for  your  children,  your  neigh- 
bor and  your  neighbor's  children. 

If  you  and  the  vampires  who  exploit 
you  could  have  your  way  you  would 
settle  this  condition  of  life-sapping 
upon  humanity  for  all  time  to  come. 

Instead  of  assisting  your  brothers  to 
lift  themselves  from  the  conditions 
that  make  them  "too  old"  at  46,  you 
have  turned  against  them  and  helped 
to  perpetuate  those  conditions  for  the 
benefit  of  men  who  may  toss  you  away 
like  a  bundle  of  old  rags  because  you 
are  "too  old"  at  45. 

Tou  have  worked  and  are  working 
right  square  against  your  own  Interests 
and  the  interests  of  your  posterity,  and 
for  what? 

For  a  few  paltry  dollars  offered  you 
in  the  way  of  a  bribe  to  become  strike- 
breakers and  traitors  to  your  fellows,  a 
pat  on  the  back,  and  a  smirking  hypo- 
critical "Jolly." 

They  flatter  you  with  the  talk  of 
"independent  hero!" 

You  are  not  independent,  and  you 
never  can  be  so  long  as  some  one  else 
owns  the  tools,  requires  you  to  beg  for 
a  Job,  and  then  names  the  price  and 
conditions  under  which  you  must  toil. 

And  you,  Mr.  Member  of  Society— 
you  who  stand  indicted  with  "squeez- 
ing"   these    young    "old  men"    out — 


what  interest  do  you  take  in  this  state 
of  affairs? 

Are  you  helping  to  prolong  this  sys- 
tem of  "squeezing  them  out"  at  45  by 
patronizing  the  concerns  that  are  mak- 
ing them,  by  long  hours  of  nerve- 
racking  toil,  unfit  for  further  useful- 
ness after  that  age? 

Why  did  you  howl  when  Prof.  Osier 
said  you  ought  to  be  chloroformed  at 
60?  He  was  putting  the  age  limit  too 
far,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  human 
vultures  who  are  attempting  to  pick 
dry  the  bones  of  their  workingmen  be- 
fore they  are  45. 

Do  you  know  that  the  men  who 
"squeeze  them  out"  at  45  are  the  same 
men  who  are  the  most  active  in  con- 
ducting the  fight  against  those  indus- 
trial forces,  including  organized  labor 
which  are  aiming  to  give  men  and 
women  a  lease  on  life  after  they  are 
forty-five. 

Do  you  know  that  if  these  men  can 
get  you  when  you  are  young  and  work 
to  a  frazzle  as  long  as  you  stand  it, 
they  don't  care  a  rap  what  becomes  of 
you  after  you  have  become  a  45-year^ 
old  "spav,"  and  they  have  got  back 
from  you  all  that  they  ever  paid  you, 
by  compelling  you  to  give  it  all  back 
to  get  a  small  part  of  the  goods  you 
produced? 

Tou,  Mr.  Strikebreaker,  are  forging 
the  links  in  your  chain  when  you 
stand  in  the  way  of  those  who  would 
liberate  you  as  well  as  themselves. 
Tou  are  the  only  real  opposing  force 
these  liberators  have  to  contend  with. 
Industrial  conditions  could  be  set  ri^t 
were  it  not  for  you. — The  Labor  Jour- 
nah  Rochester. 


40,000  Idle  in  Beriin. 

A  Berlin  dispatch  of  Nov.  29th  says 
that  the  nineteenth  budget  was  dis- 
cussed in  the  reichstag  today.  Herr 
Bebel,  the  socialist  leader,  made  an 
in>teresting  address,  in  which  he  called 
attention  to  the  condition  in  the  coim- 
try,  and  declared  this  indicated  a 
crisis  was  at  hand.  He  said  the  un- 
employed in  Berlin  already  numbered 
40,000. 

Owing  to  industrial  combines,  price 
agreements  and  high  duties,  Rerr 
Bebel  declared,  (Germany  was  paying 
the  highest  prices  in  the  world.  Hold- 
ing up  a  loaf  of  bread,  which  caused 
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prolonged  merriment  among  the  mem- 
bers, the  socialist  leader  said: 

""They  sUll  say  this  is  a  bi«:  loaf,  but 
a  loaf  that  weighed  four  and  one-half 
p>tind8  eighteen  months  ago,  now 
weighs  scarcely  three  pounds,  and  the 
price  has  risen  fully  50  per  cent." 

Continuing,  Herr  Bebel  said  that 
official  inquiry  showed  that  the  num- 
ber of  public  school  children  in  Berlin 
who  never  had  dinner  had  risen  to 
4,841,  while  a  large  number  of  them 
had  only  bread  and  coffee  for  dinner. 

Turning  to  home  politics,  Herr 
Bebel  announced  that  he  disagreed 
w^ui  the  declaration  made  before  the 
reichstag  yesterday  by  Chancellor  Von 
Buelow,  that  no  camarilla  existed  in 
Germany.  He  quoted  from  Prince  Bis- 
marck and  Prince  Von  Hohenlohe  to 
prove  the  contrary. 

Referring  to  the  recent  trial  of 
Maxim  ilien  Harden,  who  was  sued  by 
Count  Kuno  von  Moltke,  a  former  mili- 
tary governor  of  Berlin,  for  defama- 
tion of  character,  the  socialist  leader 
asserted  that  the  vices  reevaled  in  the 
trial  were  so  prevalent  that  if  the 
police  brought  all  the  guilty  parties  to 
justice  a  scandal  eclipsing  the  Panama 
and  the  jJieytus  rev^tlons  would 
break  out. 

The  sailty  persons,  the  speaker 
averred,  are  to  be  found  in  the  highest 
social  circles,  and  they  include  princes 
of  ruling^  houses.  The  police  know  the 
names  of  the  victims,  but  they  are 
afraid  to  act  lest  the  victims  blurt  out 
the  names  of  the  high  parsonages  who 
are  guilty. 

A  number  of  tragedies  already  have 
resnlted  from  this  state  of  affairs,  Herr 
Bebel  concluded,  and  some  officers 
have  committed  suicide  to  escape  blacK- 
mail. 


received  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
McDermott,  1024  Jersey  street.  Al- 
liance, O. 


Wanted 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  John  B. 
McDermott,  at  one  time  a  member  of 
lodges  Nos.  70,  4  and  221.  Through 
misunderstanding  he  and  his  wife  sep- 
arated about  two  years  ago.  Since 
then  one  of  his  children  has  died,  and 
his  favorite  daughter  is  now  at  the 
point  of  death.  His  wife  has  endeav- 
ored to  reach  him  by  letter,  but  so  far 
has  failed.  Any  information  leading 
to  his  whereabouts  will  be  thankfully 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Bro.  A. 
R.  Haight,  who  left  his  home  in  New 
Orleans  about  two  months  ago  and  has 
not  been  heard  from  since.  His  wife  is 
greatly  distracted  over  his  absence  and 
silence.  News  leading  to  his  where- 
abouts will  be  greatly  aK>reciated  by 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Haight,  1017  Sixth  Street, 
New  Orleans,  La.  Exchanges  please 
copy. 


Overworked  Engineer. 

An  engineer  working  for  the  North- 
em  Pacific  Railroad  was  discharged  at 
Liivingston  July  31st  for  refusing  to 
make  a  trip  on  the  road. 

He  had  worked  thirty  days  during 
the  month  of  July,  during  which  time 
he  was  off  duty  only  165  hours,  or  an 
average  of  five  hours  and  30  minutes 
each  day  for  rest,  part  of  the  five  and 
<me-half  hours  was  consumed  in  going 
to  and  from  his  work  and  eating  his 
meals. 

This  man  worked  on  his  engine  from 
the  first  to  the  31st  of  July  inclusive, 
565  hours  and  was  off  duty  the  balance 
of  the  time,  166  hours. 

What  condition  was  this  man  in  to 
oe  trusted  with  the  lives  of  the  travel- 
ing public?  Can  a  man  working  such 
hours  be  expected  to  keep  awake  all 
night  long  while  he  is  on  the  engine 
pulling  a  train? 

The  last  passenger  wreck  that  took 
place  east  or  Helena,  in  which  two 
firemen  were  killed  and  a  number  of 
passengers  wounded,  was  caused  by  the 
eu^neer  being  worked  such  long  hours 
that  he  was  asleep  when  the  crash 
came  and  did  not  wake  up  for  i^  hours 
after  the  wreck  took  place. 

The  last  session  of  the  Montana 
Legislature  passed  a  bill  limiting  the 
work  of  railroad  men  to  sixteen  hours 
a  day.  The  New8  claimed  that  the  law 
would  never  be  effective  and  it  is  not 
This  incident  of  the  engineer  being 
discharged  for  refusing  to  work  when 
he  was  completely  exhausted  is  proof. 
What  is  our  great  Railroad  Commis- 
sion doing? — Montana  Netos, 
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Brotherhood 

The  crest  and  crowning  of  all  good. 
Life's  final  star,  is  brotherhood. 
For  it  will  bring  again  to  earth 
Her  long  lost  poesy  and  mirth; 
Will  send  new  light  on  every  face, 
A  kingly  power  upon  the  race 
And  till  it  come,  we  men  are  slaves 
And  travel  downward  to  the  dust  of 
graves. 

Come,  clear  the  way,  then,  clear  the 

way! 
Blind  creeds  and.  kings  have  had  their 

day. 
Break   the   dead    branches    from    the 

path! 
Our  hope  is  in  the  aftermath — 
Our  hope  is  in  heroic  men. 
Star-led  to  build  the  world  again. 
To  this  event  the  ages  ran: 
Make  way  for  brotherhood,  make  way 

for  man! 

— Edwin  Markliam, 


CouMn't  Do  it. 

Roosevelt  can  send  our  great  naval 
fleet  around  Cape  Horn,  but  to  land 
Burton  in  Cleveland  was  too  great  an 
undertaking  even  for  a  president 


One  of  the  Worst  frauds. 

To  THE  Bditob: 

Who  owns  the  earth?  Nobody  owns 
it  The  earth  is  a  production  of  an 
Almighty  power  for  the  use  of  all 
mankind.  That  being  the  case  no  one 
human  being  has  any  right  to  mono- 
polize the  earth  or  any  portion  of  it 
Ine  humblest  being  on  the  earth  is  as 
much  entitled  to  use  its  resources  and 
cultivate  its  natural  products  as  the 
most  wealthy  of  his  fellow  inhabitants. 
Ihese  are  facts  which  no  person  can 
possibly  deny  without  promulgating  a 
bald-faced  fktlsehood. 

Every  sound-minded  human  being 
must  admit  that  one  of  Gtod's  chil- 
dren has  the  same  right  to  the  earth 
as  any  other,  then  why  the  inmimer- 
able  claims  of  individuals  to  supreme 
ownership  of  the  earth?  It  is  hollow 
mockery,  a  gross  swindle,  and  one  of 
the  worst  frauds  known  in  the  history 
of  this  queer  world. 

John  Dankkl, 
1636  Porter  Street, 

Phhjldelphia,  Pa. 


Man  and  Beast. 

The  president  of  the  trust,  in  an 
affable,  after-luncheon  mood,  stopped 
to  converse  with  old  George,  a  stable- 
man. 

"Well,  George,  how  goes  it?"  he  said, 
taking  a  dollar  cigar  from  his  mouth. 

"Pair  to  middlin*,  sir,"  George  an- 
swered; "fair  to  middlln'." 

And  he  continued  to  currycomb  a 
bay  horse,  while  the  president  smoked 
and  looked  on  in  good-natured  silence. 

"Me  and  this  here  boss,"  George 
Bdd,  suddenly,  "has  worked  for  your 
firm  sixteen  years." 

"Well,  well,"  said  the  president, 
thinking  a  little  guiltily  of  George's 
seven-dollar  salary.  "And  I  suppose 
you  are  both  pretty  highly  valued, 
George,  eh?" 

"H'm,"  said  George.  "The  both  of  up 
was  took  sick  last  week,  and  they  got 
a  doctor  for  the  boss,  but  they  Just 
docked  my  pay." — Exchange, 


With  the  Will  Power. 

What  long,  weary  hours  are  spent 
in  needless,  profitless,  harmless  worry. 
\/e  all  know  the  absurd  individual 
who  stays  awake  o'  nis^ts  to  think 
out  grand  plots  and  plans  and  speeches 
for  the  morrow,  and  when  the  next 
day  dawns,  realizes  the  folly  of  such 
deep   scheming. 

It  is  next  to  impossible  to  give  a 
plain  formula  for  the  doing  away  of 
the  worry  habit.  The  cure  lies  almost 
entirely  in  the  will  power  of  the  vic- 
tim, to  acquire  enough  strength  of 
mind  that  dismal  brooding  and  fretr 
fulness  may  be  banished  from  the 
brain  as  a  silver  is  extracted  from 
a  bruised   finger. 

One  must  possess  a  certain  phil- 
osophy of  life  in  order  to  have  power 
over  oneself.  The  present  sorrow  or 
anxiety  is  always  the  worst,  yet  if 
you  stop  to  think  you  can  recollect 
hundreds  of  others  that  have  faded 
away  with  the  dead  days  and  which 
at  the  time  seemed  quite  as  unbear- 
able. Worry  will  have  just  as  much 
place  in  your  thoughts  as  you  are 
willing  to  give  it  It  will  spread  it- 
self all  over  and  through  our  exist- 
ence if  you  permit  it 
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JACKSON  BEAT 

BY  SUCCESSOR. 

Precedents  of  the  Iron  Jud^e 
Exceeded  by  the  Man  Who 
Long  Aspired  to  Bench. 

Jadfire  A.  O.  Dayton  of  the  United 
States  Conrt  for  the  northern  district 
of  West  Virginia,  has  followed  to  a 
creditable  degree  the  precedents  set  by 
his  predecessor.  Judge  John  Jay  Jack- 
son, known  affectionately  throu£^out 
the  labor  world  as  the  'iron  Judge." 

Judge  Dairton,  whose  proud  boast 
is  that  from  the  time  he  was  able  to 
see  the  light  of  day  he  aspired  to  a 
federal  Judgeship,  has  awarded  an  in- 
junction upon  the  petition  of  the 
Hitchman  Coal  Ck)mpany,  Glendale 
Coal  Company,  and  the  Richland  C6al 
Company,  restraining  John  MitcheU 
and  other  officers  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  from  organizing  or  interfer- 
ing in  any  way  with  the  1,000  miners 
employed  by  the  concerns  named.  A 
final  hearing  on  the  injunction  will  be 
had  at  Parkersburg,  when  the  court 
sits  some  time  next  month. 

West  Virginia  has   been   peculiarly 
situated,   so  far  as  the  organization 
of  the  miners  is  concerned.    The  Fair- 
mont Coal  Company,  dominating  the 
coal  fields  in  the  northern  section  of 
the  State,  and  the  Kanawha  district 
companies,  controlling  the  lower  half, 
hare  exercised  a  peculiar  Jurisdiction 
over  the  workers  and  all  who  come 
under    this    classification.      In    most 
West  Virginia  coal  towns  it  is  criminal 
for  a  stranger  to  enter  and  express  con- 
victions on  the  subject  of  labor  and 
labor  organizations.    Paid  hirelings  of 
the  companies  are  constantly  on  watch, 
and  If  such  a  personage  as  an  organ- 
izer hits  a  well-infiuenced  town  he  is 
soon  Informed  thereof  and  invited  to 
take  himself  hence.     It  is  absolutely 
Impossible,  for  instance,  in  the  Fair- 
mont field,  for  an  organizer  to  remain 
long  In  any  of  the  twenty-five  or  thirty 
small  towns  and  Tillages  controlled  by 
the  company.— Ofcica^o  Daily  Socialist. 

Men  of  character  are  often  solitary, 
or  if  they  chance  to  be  social,  do  not 
need  society,  but  can  entertain  them- 
selves very  well  alone.— Emerson. 


REMITTANCE  ROLL  OF  HONOR 

rOR  THE  MONTH  OE 

NOVEMBER,  1907. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  eleven  days 
of  November  (the  tenth  day  falling  on 
Sunday),  per  Section  7  of  the  Consti- 
tution: 

Nov.  1— Lodges  8,  13,  22,  26,  27.  82, 
as,  8«,  68,  81,  84,  86,  126,  142,  1)81,  188, 
lai.  1^,  200,  203. 

Nov.  2— Lodges  15,  44,  49,  65,  74,  77, 
n,  102, 113,  144,  160,  178, 183,  194. 

Nov.  4— Lodges  1.  6,  12,  20,  29,  34,  37, 
40,  41,  50,  62,  66,  64,  60,  70,  73,  80,  82, 
83,  86,  88,  89,  92,  93,  99,  106,  110,  112, 
116,  12^,  161,  162,  174,  17«,  177,  182, 
218.  224,  226,  228. 

Nov.  5— Lodges  6,  23,  26,  45,  46.  66, 
104,  106,  108,  116,  118,  127,  166.  172 
176,  170.  208,  209,  229. 

Nov.  6— Lodges  2,  7,  10, 11.  30,  42,  54, 

??'.  ^?;.^'3  '^*  *^'  ^'  ^'  ^«'  97,  107, 
114.  134.  137,  164,  201,  220,  222,  226. 

^^SJ'  Ir^^^^  ^'  ^'  1^'  ^«'  21,  24,  28, 
31,  36,  86,  43,  67.  66,  67,  76.  79,  90.  103^ 

JH'  i^\i5^'  ^^'  1^1'  143,  146,  147^ 
166.  189.  190,  198.  204.  206.  210.  216. 

i62'!mm'^^''''^'^''^^'^"' 

62%TlS:^n9^,'2S.''''^'^'''^' 

Nov.  11— Lodges  17,  19. 100,  101,  109. 
149,  168,  184.  109,  214.  280.  ' 

Nov.  14— Lodge  117.  subject  to  fine 
of  $4.10,  which  has  been  paid. 
^^^▼-  15— Lodge  169,  subject  to  fine 
of  12.60,  which  they  have  paid. 

Lodge  100.  subject  to  fine  of  $4.00  on 
account  of  October  report  arriving  late, 
has  paid  fine. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
Slid  see  that  their  reports  are  on  the 
Honor  Roll  every  month. 

Section  41  of  the  (Constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  shall  be 
Imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  reports 
are  not  received  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  and 
hereafter  the  number  of  all  lodges 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month  will  be  given  in  this 
statement 


The  gods  cannot  help  a  man  who 
loses  opportunity. — Chinese. 
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NAMS. 


Geo.  H.  O'Daj 
Geo.  Giee 

Smith 
SSOlJno.  MolAQghlin 
Wm.  Bumf 
Steyeii0 
y.  Inffraham 
Thos.  A.  Webb 
Junee  F.  Brown 
GdUiiui 
889  Jno.  ICayer 
Ghat.  A.  Dolge 
Wm.  A.  Beam 
Bajmond  A.  Daily 
Wm.  H.  Beenj 


861 

874Jameei 

880 

881 

884  Fred*  i 

886  Victor' 

886 

887 

888  Jno. 

889 

881 

898 

893 

894 


I 


7 
61 
89 
86 
806 
96 
89 
81 
13 


Death 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Die. 

Death 

Death 

Death 


dSO  Death 


Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 


PAID  TO. 


KateO'Dur 

Mimiie,  wue 

M.  G^reen,  mother 

Margaret,  wife 

Urn.  B.  A.,  wife 

Self 

Gtortmde*  wife 

B.  T.  Jaaei,  mother 

Janet,  wife 

Mary,  wife 

Fannie,  mother 

Angntta,  mother 

Lnla,  wife 

Jno.  J.  and  Anna  J.,  par. 

Marie  J.,  wife 


WBmBiOB. 


8anAntQiiio,Tez. 
Bay  Cttty,  lOoh. 
BolEalo,  N.  T. 
Ohioago.nL 
St.  Vwaoi.  Minn. 
Aahtabnla,0. 
Blue  Idand,  m. 
Ooiambns,  O. 
Detfoit,  Mloh. 
Bnitalo,  N.  T. 
Sandmky,  O. 
Montgomery,  M. 
Ghioago,  HI. 
GleTefimd,  O. 

Oity.Mo. 


•1»800 
1,800 

600 
1,800 
1»900 
1,S00 
1,800 

600 
1,S00 

600 

600 
1,900 
1,800 

i;m)o 

1,800 


$16,600 

Preriooely  reported $819,681 

Paid  slnoe  last  report 16,600 

Totid $886,881 

SotMmMgmMtM  0f  GimimM  PmU  in  Ooiohnr. 

Sid.  F.  Honing,  W.  Bay  City,  Mioh $1,800 

Agnei  Oonery,  Soranton,  Pa 1,800 

Geo.  G.  Oreighton,  Ohioago,  lU 1,800 

Bliaa  Powers,  Walkeniyille,  Ont 1,200 

Mary  J.  Nemoyer,  Bnffalo,  N.  Y. 1,800 

Mary  LaVelle,  Beloit,  Wia 800 

Mary  Kelley.  Aahtabnla,  0 600 

Bflk  y.  Strait,  Mtinoie,  Ind 1,800 

Blisabeth  Bamaey,  Liyingiton,  Mont 1,800 

Philip  H.  Dairy ,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 1,900 

Loois  J.  Daly,  Ohioago,  m 1 ,800 

Rosetta  Newman,  Nottingham,  O 1,200 

Fannie  Odllint,  Mobile,  £\3^ 1,900 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Tingley,  Dayton,  0 600 

Ghat  MoAfee,  B.  St.  Loois,  HI 1,800 


^f>^(^^.i£c£. 


Grtmd  Sicrttmry  mnd  Tremnnr^r. 


i7XOe:x 

Any  member  who  changes  his  street  address  or  who  is  intending  to  more 
from  one  town  to  another  and  wishes  to  reoeiTO  his  Joubnal  promptly  and 
withont  fail  is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  form  and  send  same  to  the 
Editor  at  once: 


JTome   hadgt  No. 

BtTMi Town BtaU 


J7at  moved  to. 
Town   


atroet 


8ta$e. 
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THOMAS  W.  LAWSON'S  VERSION   Of 

PANIC 


Thanks  to  the  Chicago  Daily  Social- 
i$t,  we  are  ahle  to  give  our  readers 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  Lawson's  views  of  the 
present  panic. 

This  is  in  the  form  of  an  open  letter 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  refused  pulillcation  hy 
'^LACK  JOURNALISM/'  a  sulisidized 
press  that  is  owned  hody  and  soul  by 
capitalism. 

Only  thieres  and  scoundrels  fear  the 
TRUTH. 

The  people  are  entitled  to  the 
TRUTH,  and  it  is  now  safe  to  assume, 
since  the  light  nas  heen  turned  on,  that 
steps  will  be  taken  to  check  these 
thieree  in  further  outraging  the  peo- 
ple.— ^Bd. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

In  the  exercise  of  my  right  of  citi- 
senship  I  submit  the  following  infor- 
mation: 

'Tbofkb  Wealth**  Fictitious. 

A  small  and  easily  identified  class, 
by  evading  the  laws,  have  "manufac- 
tured" billions  of  dollars  of  paper  titles 
to  "wealth.- 

Such  fraud-made  titles  either  have 
BO  real  wealth  behind  them  or  are  ac- 


tually worth  but  a  small  fraction  of 
their  circulating  value. 

Such  titles,  because  of  a  system  of 
"business"  trickery,  which  has  by  un- 
restricted usage  become  custom,  are 
the  exact  equivalent  of  the  money  of 
the  people.  They  can  be  exchanged  at 
banks  and  trust  companies  for  the  peo- 
ple's money  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  people  who  own  the  de- 
posited money. 
Oash  Rxplaobd  bt  Wobthlbss  Papeb. 

These  billions  of  dollars  of  worthless 
or  partially  worthless  titles  are  now  in 
banks  and  trust  companies,  in  place  of 
billions  of  dollars  of  the  people's  sav- 
ings, which  have  'been  withdrawn  by 
the  men  who  created  these  fraud-made 
titles  for  the  express  purpose  of  using 
them  as  instruments  for  such  with- 
drawals. 

The  people,  when  they  had  complet- 
ed the  discovery  that  their  savings  had 
been  looted,  endeavored  to  secure  as 
much  as  was  left  of  them  before  it  was 
too  late. 

To  meet  this  move  upon  the  part  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  people,  the  sys- 
tem caused  good  banks  and  trust  com- 
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panles  to  band  together  with  tmd  ones* 
by  having  the  good  ones  loan  to  the 
bad  ones  the  deposits  of  the  peoples 
money,  and. by  the  issuance  of  Joint 
(good  and  bad)  bank  and  trust  com- 
pany  clearing  house  obligations. 
Newspapbbs  Dbceivb  Riapbbs. 

To  allay  the  fear  of  the  people  who 
had  deposits  in  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies, the  system  caused  the  press  to 
give  to  the  people  false  statements  of 
the  causes  of  the  existing  "crisis." 

The  people,  recognizing  the  falsity 
of  the  "quieting"  and  "to  restore  con- 
fidence" statements  which  have  been 
published  daily  throughout  the  world 
since  the  crisis  began,  have  continued 
to  withdraw  savings,  thus  continuing 
the  "crisis." 

Brands  Ck>BTELTOU  Inoompbtent. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  inex- 
perienced and  unlearned  in  Uie  most 
intricate  and  difiElcult-to-understand 
profession,  "finance/*  has  made  public 
statements  and  authorized  acts  which 
must  work  great  disaster  to  the  coun- 
try and  to  the  people. 

The  System  decided  to  have  labor 
thrown  out  of  employment  wholesaled- 
ly,  to  the  end  that  the  empty  winter 
dinner-pail  would  make  your  re-elec- 
tion impossible.  The  System,  directly 
and  indirectly  controlling  many  of  the 
great  labor-employing  industries  of  the 
country,  ordered  that  every  person 
possible  be  discharged,  and  when  dis- 
charged, that  they  be  informed  that  the 
reason  for  such  action  was  "inability 
to  finance  business"  because  of  "lack  6f 
confidence,"  which  you  had  destroyed 
by  your  "reckless  acts  and  talk." 

INFOBMATION  BUBBAU. 

As  an  expert  in  "finance"  with  88 
years'  active  participation  in,  and 
study  of  "finance,"  corporations  and 
Wall  Street  affairs,  and  with  a  system 
second  only  to  your  own  of  getting  at 
the  pulse  of  the  people — I  have  in  the 
past  four  years  worked  up  an  unorgan- 
ized organization  of  over  400,000  earn- 
est, thinking  Americans  and  Euro- 
peans, consisting  of  senators,  congress- 
men, governors;  federal  and  state 
judges;  priests,  ministers  and  college 
professors;  railroad,  bank,  trust  and 
insurance  officials;  merchants,  manu- 
facturers, editors  and  writers;  labor, 
socialistic  and  anarchistic  leaders,  and 


students,  drunmiers,  farmers  and  la- 
borers, who,  by  correspondence  and 
other  means,  keep  me  in  direct  touch 
with  the  real  feelings  of  the  people  of 
all  sections  of  the  country. 

At  the  same  time  my  relation  with 
the  System  is  such  that,  although,  as 
you  know,  I  have  continuously  and  ag- 
gressively fought  it  and  exposed  its 
plottings.  It  was  compelled  to  call  me 
into  consultation  during  the  panic's 
height,  at  which  time  and  since,  in  an 
endeavor  to  secure  my  co-operation,  it 
risked  giving  to  me  the  plans  of  the 
campaign  for  the  undoing  of  yourself 
and  the  people,  and  yet  gave  them  to 
me  upon  my  own  terms,  which  were 
that  I  reserved  the  right,  without  lay- 
ing mjrself  open  to  the  charge  of  dou- 
ble-dealing, to  use  any  information  in 
any  way  I  chose,  and — 

Sats  He  Fobbsaw  Paiho. 

I  repeat:  As  an  expert  in  finance, 
and  as  one  who  publicly  predicted  the 
exact  conditions  which  now  confront 
the  people  at  a  time  long  before  even 
you  had  publicly  touched  upon  such 
affairs,  I  assert — 

First — ^That  at  the  present  time  the 
losses  attached  to  the  System  amount 
to  billions  of  dollars  in  addition  to 
those  which,  having  been  made  public, 
it  has  been  forced  to  acknowledge. 

Second — ^That  the  System  is  keeping 
these  losses  covered  up  by  compelling 
the  banks  and  trust  companies  in  lead- 
ing financial  centers  to  carry  them 
with  their  deposits,  which  otherwise 
would  be  at  the  disposal  of  legitimate 
business. 

Third— That  if  the  proposed  moves 
to  tide  the  country  over  the  present 
crisis  are  put  in  force,  the  exposure  of 
these  losses  will  be  but  .temporarily  de- 
layed, and  by  such  delay  may  be  shift- 
ed to  innocent  shoulders.  Because  of 
this  delay  and  shifting  the  disaster 
will  be  all  the  greater  when  exposure 
comes. 

ExposxTBB  Must  Gome. 

Fourth — ^That '  exposure  must  come, 
because  the  paper  titles  to  unreal 
"wealth"  now  in  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies can,  by  no  human  possibility, 
be  made  worth  sufficient  to  make  good 
the  deposits  which  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies and  replaced  by  these  titles. 
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Fifth — That  exposure  must  come,  be- 
cause the  people  should  be  and  will  be 
informed  of  existing  conditions,  and 
the  people,  particularly  of  the  great 
west  and  south,  when  possessed  of 
such  information,  will  continue  to  de- 
mand the  return  of  their  sayings  to 
them  direct  or  to  their  local  deposi^ 
ories. 

Sixtt-Dat  Notices  Soon  Due. 

Sixth — ^That  exposure  must  come,  be- 
cause the  sayings  banks  which  haye 
applied  the  sixty-days'  rule  against 
withdrawals  of  deposits  will,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  be  called  upon 
for  yast  sums. 

Seyenth — ^That  exposure  must  come, 
because  the  great  west  and  south,  on 
account  of  this  "crisis,"  will  awake  to 
the  fact  that  the  proceeds  of  their  har- 
yests  of  wheat,  com  and  cotton,  instead 
of  being  sent  to  them  each  year,  haye 
been  "hoarded  from  them"  by  the 
eastern  banks  and  trust  companies,  for 
the  use  of  a  monstrous  system  of  stock 
gambling  and  pillaging  of  the  people. 

In  my  capacity  as  financial  expert  I 
desire  to  record  my  belief  that — 

If.  on  Noyember  18,  you  had  publicly 
said  to  the  System  in  that  straight- 
from-the-shoulder  language  you  used 
at  Proyincetown  and  at  Nashyllle: 

"I  haye  taken  due  notice  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis.  It  has  made  plain  my  duty 
to  all  the  people  and  I  say  again  and 
with  sterner  emphasis  than  oyer  be- 
fore. I  will  not  recede  a  step  from  my 
road.  I  know  the  cause  of  this  crisis 
is  the  looting  of  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies by  the  use  of  stocks  and  bonds 
with  bogus  yalues.  I  know  the  cause 
is  not  in  the  country's  currency. 

SCHEMEBS  PnXAOE  PEOPLE. 

"I  know  the  cause  is  not  by  reason  of 
anything  I  haye  said  or  done,  and  I 
now  giye  warning  to  the  Ssrstem,  and 
to  all  financial  schemers  and  stock 
gamblers,  who  haye  been  pillaging  the 
people  of  their  sayings,  that  they  must 
take  from  the  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies, within  forty-eight  hours,  such 
'securities'  and  put  in  their  place 
money  or  securities  which  are  in  fact 
securities,  for  at  the  expiration  of 
forty-eight  hours  I  will  cause  eyery 
national  bank,  and,  if  possible,  eyery 
trust  company  in  the  large  cities,  par- 
ticularly New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Boston,  to  be  rigidly  examined,  and  T 


will  make  public  the  condition  such  ex- 
aminatlon  shows,  and  what  it  means, 
and  I  will  see  to  it  by  eyery  means 
within  the  power  of  the  law  that  eyery 
guilty  man  and  institution  is  punished 
to  the  extreme  limit  of  the  law,  and  I 
assure  honest  people  they  need  haye  no 
fear  of  the  result,  for  they  are  to  know 
for  the  first  time  in  thirty  years  the 
actual  condition  of  their  sayings. 

Tbub     Uttebanoes     Mean     Loss     to 
Capital. 

"I  further  assure  them  that,  while 
my  act  will  probably  bring  enormotis 
losses  to  some,  it  will  at  the  same  time 
show  such  soundness  in  a  yery  large 
majority  of  the  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies as  will  immediately  giye  to  all 
the  people  such  confidence  that  there 
will  be  no  more  hoarding  of  mone>, 
but  that,  upon  the  contrary,  money  will 
be  more  plentiful  than  eyer  for  all  le- 
gitimate business  purposes,  and  tliat 
all  the  people,  particularly  the  capital- 
ists of  foreign  countries,  because  of  the 
condition  shown,  will  haye  greater  con- 
fidence than  eyer  in  American  institu- 
tions and  in  the  American  |)Oople  and 
that  this  will  cause  a  tremendous  in- 
flux of  new  capital  and  business." 

If  you  had  said  this  to  the  people 
the  crisis,  by  the  time  Congress  meets, 
would  haye  been  a  thing  of  the  past. 
There  would  be  no  use  for  any  new 
legislation.  Prosperity  would  ret  irn 
with  a  rush.  There  would  be  no  whole- 
sale discharge  of  labor  and  our  coun- 
try would  haye  taken  on  a  renewed 
life  and  prosperity  and  the  only  con- 
sequences would  be  : 

The  Cost  of  Profit. 

A  few  score  new-made  con-scoundrels 
who  haye  brutally  robbed  the  people. 

A  few  score  newly-made  conyicts 
from  the  same  class. 

The  closing  up  of  a  few  score  banks 
and  trust  companies  controlled  by 
these  scoundrels  and  the  exposure  of 
losses  amounting  to  two  or  three  bil- 
lions of  dollars  but  which  haye  already 
been  absolutely  lost,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  these  losses  by  a  few  innocent 
people  and  by  many  guilty  men  whose 
actions  haye  brought  such  loss  about. 

Had  you  done  this  the  System  would 
haye  been  wiped  out  and  in  its  place 
you  would  haye  inaugurated  a  new 
way  of  doing  business,  which,  in  his- 
tory, would  haye  made  all  your  other 
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works  combined  appear  as  a  stage  cur- 
tain harvest  compared  with  a  consoli- 
dated southern  cotton  and  western 
corn  field  at  garnering  time. 

Roosevelt  Deceiyed  People. 

You  did  not  do  this,  but  Instead 
you  told  the  people  that  they  must 
return  their  hoarded  savings  to  banks 
and  trust  companies,  which  you  assured 
them  were  absolutely  safe,  although  al- 
most every  paper  which  published  your 
proclamation  had  alongside  of  it  ac- 
counts of  new  wholesale  plunderings 
by  bank  and  trust  company  officials, 
and  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
could  have  told  you  that  at  the  time 
you  wrote  it  there  were  scores  of  others 
as  yet  unexposed  which  were  hanging 
each  by  an^  eyelash.  At  the  same  time 
you  assured  the  country  that  new  laws 
would  be  enacted  at  the  Vsoming  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

In  regard  to  the  promised  new  leg- 
islation I  desire  to  record  my  predic- 
tion, made  at  the  beginning  of  the 
panic: 

Labor  Will  Retaliate. 

If  the  moves  are  enacted^  the  mil- 
lions of  empty  dinner-pails  will  this 
winter  and  next  summer  be  turned  into 
ear-splitting  megaphones,  and  the  real 
owners  of  billions  of  savings  will  more 
savagely  demand  their  savings  in 
money  or  securities  other  than  the 
System's  home-made  securities,  or 
class-made  "checks,*'  and  I  want  to  add 
this  to  my  prediction: 

If  the  System,  which  is  still  plot- 
ting, does  not  at  once  recognize  that 
the  day  has  gone  When  the  Ameri- 
can people  can  be  fooled  on  System 
"finance"  and  cease  its  plottings  and 
turn  about  and  assist  in  finding  the 
only  real  relief  possible  for  the  present 
"crisis"  the  System  will  awake  to  a 
realization  that  the  recent  panic  was 
but  the  loose  end  of  a  fuse  which 
grounded  in  the  center  of  a  dyna- 
mitery." 

*  #  #  #  # 

I  submit  the  following  few  food- 
for-reflectlon  facts  from  amongst  many 
I  will  lay  before  Congress  when  it  as- 
sembles, as  having  a  direct  and  vital 
bearing  on  the  present  "crisis,"  its 
cause  and  its  cure: 
Newspafebs  Guilty  Wrrn  Roosevelt. 

First  '  There  are  on  the  inner  edi- 
torial   desks  of   the   leading   Eastern 


newspapers  proofs  of  existing  condi- 
tions, which  show  that  the  actdal  con- 
ditions are  from  two  to  five  times 
worse  than  anything  that  has  been  al- 
lowed to  get  to  the  people. 

Second.  That  the  editors  make  no 
bones  of  confidentially  telling  that  if 
existing  conditions  were  made  public 
the  mind  of  the  American  people  would 
be  dangerously  infiamed. 

Third.  That  the  System  represen- 
tatives make  no  attempt  in  their  pri- 
vate talks  to  disguise  that  they  must 
at  any  cost  keep  the  people  from  know- 
ing nine-tenths  of  the  existing  evils. 

Fourth.  That  the  crisis  came  when 
by  accident  there  was  exposed  to  the 
public  the  rotten  conditions  in  a  few 
banks  and  trust  companies;  yet  the 
exposed  rottenness  did  not  represent 
one-twentieth  then  existing  in  banks 
and  trust  companies. 

How  Banks  Juggled  Funds. 

Fifth.  On  the  second  day  of  the 
panic  one  of  the  strongest  and  mr 
conservative  commercial  banks  in  New 
York  City,  one  which  had  with  fore- 
sight and  wisdom  prepared  for  the 
storm,  had  in  its  vaults  112,500,000  gold 
and  12,500,000  currency.  This  $15,- 
000,000  of  depositors*  money,  without 
their  consent,  was  rushed  to  one  of  the 
notorious  trust  companies  of  New  York, 
whose  deposits  had  been  turned  over 
to  the  System  in  exchange  for  wild-cat 
"securities"  at  grossly  inflated  prices. 
This  entire  $15,000,000  was  paid  out  t 
this  trust  company's  depositors  in  a 
single  day. 

This  notorious  trust  company  is 
ten  dajrs  paid  out  to  its  depositors  over 
140,000,000  of  cash  which  it  had  se- 
cured from  other  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies, and  even  with  this  assistance 
this  trust  company  would  have  failed, 
and  thereby  would  have  caused  the  top- 
pling of  the  entire  financial  structure, 
but  for  another  branch  of  the  System, 
the  greatest  monopoly  in  the  world, 
and  which  is  owned  by  American  in- 
vestors and  supported  by  the  American 
people,  which  issued  $30,000,000  of  "se- 
curities" (bonds),  and  exchanged  them 
for  a  particular  lot  of  grossly  inflated 
two-thirds  worthless  paper  titles  which 
this  trust  company  and  other  banks 
and  trust  companies  had  in  their 
vaults  and  which  had  been  put  there 
by  the  System  when  it  withdrew  the 
people's  deposits. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THB  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


147 


This  $30,000,000  of  arbitrarily  is- 
sued  for  the  purpose  of  manipulating 
this  section  of  the  financial  structure 
"securities**  was  then  shoveled  into 
other  banks  and  trust  companies  in  ex- 
change for  their  deposits. 

BuBOULBS*  Tools. 

It  would  be  an  insult  to  your  intel- 
ligence for  me  even  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  unsoundness,  the  vicious 
unsoundness,  of  this  entire  transaction, 
which  works  out  Just  as  if  the  people 
of  a  community,  having  captured  a 
bank  burglar  who  had  squandered  the 
proceeds  of  one  bank*8  lootings,  fu 
nished  him  with  new  tools  with  which 
to  rob  the  remaining  banks  of  the  com- 
munity of  sufficient  money  to  nuke 
good  what  he  had  been  arrested  for 
stealing. 

At  the  time  this  transaction  was 
made,  during  the  panic,  it  was  stated 
by  the  System's  representatives  that 
they  were  Justified  in  conmiitting  this 
crime,  because  if  it  was  not  committed 
other  New  York  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies, which  were  in  even  more  rot- 
ten condition,  would  have  their  real 
standing  exposed  and  the  entire  struc- 
ture would  topple. 

John  R.  Walsh,  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  SjTstem's  branches  in  Chicago, 
and  head  of  only  a  few  of  many 
System  banks  and  trust  companies  in 
the  West,  by  accident  was  caught.  He 
is  now  being  criminally  tried.  The 
testimony  has  brought  to  light  the  fact 
that  for  years  it  was  his  custom  to  per- 
sonally buy  $100,000  worth  of  coal 
mines  or  railroads  and  immediately 
sell  them  to  one  of  his  banks  for 
$1,000,000  of  the  depositors*  money,  and 
atanost  immediately  have  the  bank 
which  bought  sell  them  to  one  of  his 
trust  companies  for  $3,000,000  of  its 
deposits,  and  that  he  repeated  these 
operations  to  the  extent  of  looting  the 
banks  and  trust  companies  of  which 
he  was  the  head  of  many  millions,  and 
that  it  was  his  custom  when  he  had  no 
mines  or  railroads  handy  to  order  his 
secretary  to  forge  as  high  as  six  differ- 
ent names  at  one  time  to  notes  for  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  and  to 
exchange  these  notes  for  the  banks' 
and  trust  companies*  deposits. 

Chicago  Banks  Take  Walsh's  Papxb. 

But  what  the  testimony  does  not 
show  is  that,  when  Walsh  was  caught, 
a  committee  of  other  banks  and  trust 


companies  relieved  his  banks  and  trust 
companies  of  these  ''securities"  by 
purchasing  them  for  their  banks  and 
trust  companies  with  their  deposits, 
thereby  enabling  tne  Walsh  banks  and 
trust  companies  to  avert  an  open  crash, 
which  means  that  the  other  banks  not 
yet  caught  have  these  paper  title  in- 
stead of  real  money.  And  another 
thing  which  is  not  shown  by  the  testi- 
money  Is  that  Walsh  is  only  one  of 
scores  of  others  who  have  not  yet  been 
exposed  and  who,  to  prevent  exposure, 
are  active  in  trying  to  show  you  how 
badly  the  country  needs  new  currency 
and  banking  laws. 

PnvANciKES  Steal  Whub  Teddt  Talks. 

Only  a  few  weeks  before  the  panic 
$1^,000,000  to  $26,000,000  worth  of  At- 
lantic Steamship  securities  were  com- 
bined in  one  trust  and  there  was 
Issued  against  them  $26,000,000  of 
mortgage  bonds,  $62,600,000  of  other 
bonds  and  $62,600,000  of  stock,  or  $160,- 
000.000  in  all.  These  $160,000,000  of 
"securities"  were  then  exchanged  for 
scores  of  millions  of  deposits  in  banks 
and  trust  companies.  This  was  done 
openly  and  with  great  newspaper  pub- 
licity and  at  a  time  when  you  were 
working  overtime  In  your  exposure  of 
the  ancient  Chicago  Ik  Alton  looting. 

At  the  same  time  and  in  conjunction 
with  this  ''financing,"  a  notorious  con- 
fidence man  from  Montana  swooped 
down  on  financial  New  York  and  over 
night  turned  $2,600,000  worth  of  mining 
property  into  $200,000,000  of  "securi- 
ties," which  he  used  as  instruments  for 
the  withdrawal  of  scores  of  millions  of 
dollars  of  the  people's  deposits  in 
banks  and  trust  companies,  and  which 
he  used  as  instruments  to  personally 
take  possession  of  a  number  of  banks 
and  trust  companies  in  and  about  New 
York  City. 

Says  Bank  Examiners  Are  Negligent. 

This  was  not  secretly  done,  but  was 
done  with  the  greatest  publicity  and 
while  your  bank  examiners  and  other 
officials  stood  by  without  entering  pro- 
test. It  was  only  by  the  merest  acci- 
dent these  two  cases  were  exposed, 
with  the  result  that  a  number  of  banks 
and  trust  companies  failed,  one  of 
which  locked  up,  perhaps  forever,  $50.- 
000,000  of  the  people's  money,  the 
president  of  this  one  promptly  commit- 
*tlng  suicide.  All  this  is  now  a  matter 
of  notoriety,  and  yet  In  all  the  puh- 
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Ucity  there  is  no  comment  made  of  the 
fact  that  i  had  set  forth  these  exact 
conditions,  now  exposed,  in  great  ad- 
vertisements, under  the  heading  ''The 
Swindle  of  the  Age,"  and  had  spread 
them  continuously  before  the  public 
and  banking  officials  for  over  fourteen 
months,  nor  is  any  comment  made  that 
at  the  very  time  of  this  exposure  there 
were  in  New  York  City  alone  a  num- 
ber of  similar  affairs,  each  one  as  rot- . 
ten  as  those  I  have  outlined. 

CORTELYOU'S  AOVISEB  A  FINANCIAL 
PiBATK. 

Over  three  years  ago  1  publicly  de- 
scribed in  detail  one  particular  swindle, 
which  was  engineered  from  a  New  York 
national  bank,  one  of  the  largest  banks 
in  the  world,  and  I  set  forth  the  evi- 
dence whereby  the  public  was  boldly 
and  openly  robbed  of  over  $100,000,000, 
and  that  $46,000,000  of  this  amount 
was  in  a  single  transaction,  and  I 
shewed  how  the  banking  rooms  were 
openly  used  as  headquarters,  and  yet 
no  action  has  ever  been  taken  by  the 
national  banking  authorities.  The  head 
of  this  bank  and  the  man  concerned  in 
the  looting  is  one  of  the  advisers  of 
y«jur  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
present  "crisis." 

Three  years  ago  I  showed,  in  detail, 
how  a  monopoly  had  been  created  for 
tho  absolute  control  of  one  of  the  great 
industries  of  the  country,  copper.  It 
was  shown  how  this  monopoly  was  ab- 
solutely controlled  by  one  man,  how 
through  the  workings  of  this  monopoly 
the  price  of  copper  to  the  people  had 
been  raised  from  11  to  20  cents  per 
pound,  and  how  over  night,  through 
this  monoly,  it  was  dropped  back  to 
11  cents,  and  how  the  people  were 
thereby  robbed  of  over  $200,000,000  and 
investors  of  over  $500,000,000.  and  yet 
after  such  exposure  there  was  not  only 
nothing  done  by  the  government  to  pre- 
vent its  repetition,  but  in  fact  it  was 
repeated,  openly,  without  any  attempt 
to  disguise,  step  by  step  as  before,  only 
on  a  much  larger  and  more  disastrous 
scale,  in  1906. 
Banks    Hold    Worthless    SECUBrriES.' 

This  time  the  price  was  manipulated 
to  26  cents,  and  scores  of  thousands  of 
mine  and  metal  workers  were  thereby 
deceived  into  broadening  their  mode  of 
living  in  the  belief  that  the  fraud-made 
conditions  were  legitimate,  and  then, 
over  night,  the  price  was  dropped  to 


12  cents  and  the  entire  industry  was 
disorganized  and  scores  of  thousands 
of  skilled  laborers  were  deprived  of 
their  livelihood.  At  the  present  time, 
because  of  the  repetition  of  this 
swindle,  there  are  in  bank  and  trust 
companies,  in  place  of  the  hundreds  of 
millions  of  deposits  which  have  been 
withdrawn  by  the  men  who  planned 
and  worked  this  gigantic  swindle,  cop- 
per stocks  and  copper  metal  titles  at 
valuations  hundreds  of  millions  greater 
than  banks  and  trust  companies  can 
realize  for  them. 

There  is  a  dollar  king  on  one  of  New 
York's  thrones.  He  was  there  before 
the  panic;  he  is  there  yet  He  swings 
th^  destiny  of  over  $1,000,000,000  of 
bank  and  trust  companies'  deposits — 
swings  their  destinies  as  absolutely  as 
a  Bowery  restaurant  keeper  does  the 
festoons  of  frankfurters  which  lure 
the  people  to  his  hashery.  This  man 
is  responsible  for  the  "manufacture" 
of  the  $500,000,000  of  tobacco  trust 
chromos,  which  now  occupy  the  boxes 
of  banks  and  trust  companies  which 
formerly  contained  the  money  deposits 
of  the  people.  He  has  "manufactured" 
hundreds  of  millions  of  traction  "se- 
curities" which  are  similarly  situated. 

Newspapebs  Again  Scored. 

This  morning's  dailies  firstpagedly 
note  his  doings,  as  one  of  the  three, 
foremost  savers  of  the  country  and 
steerers  for  your  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury. The  same  pages  contain  court 
proceedings  against  him,  wherein  he  is 
charged  by  another  great  capitalist 
with  causing  to  be  published  false 
statements  to  the  effect  that  one  of  his 
printing  press  railroad  creations  was 
so  prosperous  that  ics  stock,  one  of  the 
active  Wall  Street  footballs,  was  actu- 
ally worth  the  price  this  capitalist  paid 
for  it,  and  that  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies loaned  upon  it  money,  $170  per 
share,  and  that  after  making  these 
statements  and  "manufacturing"  the 
$170  per  share  price,  this  dollar  king 
"unloaded"  onto  this  capitalist  and 
banks  and  trust  companies,  whereupon 
the  stock  dropped  to  its  present  price 
of  $21.  which  means  that  for  every 
$10,700,000  of  deposits  which  were 
withdrawn  from  banks  and  trust  com- 
panies by  the  use  of  this  stock,  such 
banks  and  trust  companies  can  get 
back  by  the  sale  of  the  stock  only 
$2,100,000. 
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Government  NpTES  to  Plug  Holes. 

One  cannot  refrain,  in  noting  the 
dollar  king's  transactions,  from  won- 
dering how  many  issues  of  $100,000,- 
uOO  government  notes  it  would  require 
to  plug  up  the  holes  made  in  the  peo- 
ple's savings  by  this  one  man,  even 
though  each  issue  was  presented  hy 
the  government  outright  to  the  vic- 
tims. 

In  Bomming  up  I  submit  for  your 
consideration,  and  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congcess  and  of  the  American 
people  and  the  investors  of  Europe, 
that  there  is  but  one  cure  possible  for 
the  present  "crisis."  That  cure  can  be 
instantly  applied.  That  cure  is  the 
creation  of  confidence  among  all  the 
people  in  the  value  of  paper  titles  rep- 
resenting the  real  wealth  of  the  Ameri- 
can people — ^not  simply  confidence  in 
the  money  of  the  American  people,  but 
in  the  paper  titles  to  the  other  sections 
of  real  wealth,  stocks,  bonds,  etc.  but 
particularly  stocks  and  bonds — and  I 
respectfully  submit  that  this  confidence 
be  created  only  in  one  way: 

CoxTBT  TO  Tbt^Finanoubs. 
By  the  exposure,  now,  of  the -losses 
that  have  already  been  made  at  t 
depositories  of  the  people,  banks  and 
trust  companies,  and  the  assumption  of 
these  losses,  now,  by  those  who  are 
morally  responsible  for  them,  if  such 
is  possible;  if  not,  by  those  legally  re- 
sponsible for  them.  There  is  but  one 
practical  way  for  this  to  Be  done  and 
that  way  is  for  you.  the  one  man  in 
whose  honesty,  wisdom  and  courage 
the  American  people  and  the  thinking 
people  of  Europe  have  unbounded  con- 
fidence, to  appoint,  in  your  capacity  as 
President,  if  it  can  legally  be  done — if 
not  ofllcially,  personally,  for  public 
opinion  will  overwhelmingly  support 
you  in  such  a  move — a  board  or  com- 
mittee of  five  or  six  men  of  unques- 
tioned character  and  intelligence,  such 
men  as  Governor  Hughes  of  New  York 
and  Governor  Johnson  of  Minnesota, 
and  have  these  men  at  once  "hold  pub- 
lic court"  on  two  questions: 

1.  The  actual  condition  of  the  great 
banks  and  trust  companies  of  the  coun- 
try;   and 

2.  Whether  the  controllers  of  the 
great. indostrial  institutions,  such  as 
the  railroads,  steel  trust.  Amalgamated 
copper  trust,  beef  trust,  etc.,  and  which 
are  owned  not  by  the  few,  but  by  the 


many,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
investors,  shall  turn  over  such  control 
to  new  boards  composed  of  representa- 
tive public-spirited  men. 

Sats  Plan  Is  Pbagtioable. 

Such  a  plan  is  entirely  practicable. 
It  can  be  inaugurated,  under  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  public  opinion,  almost 
instantly,  for  the  investigation  of  both 
questions  boils  down  to  simply  this- 
Separation  of  the  bad  stocks  and  bonds 
from  the  good  ones.  To  one  unac- 
quainted with  the  inside  workings  of 
"finance"  this  is  a  seemingly  gigantic 
task,  but  it  is  one  which,  particularly 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  public 
mind,  is  a  very  simple  one.  Simultan- 
eously with  your  sledge-hammer- 
straight-from-the-shoulder  announce- 
ment of  what  is  to  be  done  the  first 
wave  of  returning  confidence  will 
spread  throughout  the  world,  for  your 
announcement  will  mean  to  every  one 
that  all  honest,  sound  and  self-support- 
ing institutions— and  the  world  knows 
that  they  are  in  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority— ^will  receive  a  non-counterfel' 
able  stamp  to  that  effect,  and  that  all 
rotten  ones  will  be  not  only  branded 
rotten,  but  will  be  put  out  of  existence. 

FiNAirciEBS  Valuable  Only  as 

SOHBHEBS. 

If  those  controllers  whom  your  board 
will  certify  should  be  dismissed  refuse 
to  resign  they  will  be  deposed  by  the 
courts  on  the  evidence  submitted  by 
your  board  or  dismissed  by  the  stock- 
holders of  the  corporations,  and  the 
substitutes  recommended  by  your  board 
will  be  at  once  put  in  control.  I  would 
say  here,  with  knowledge  of  corpora- 
tion affairs,  that  there  is  no  greater 
fallacy  circulating  amongst  the  people 
as  fact  than  the  one  that  the  heads  of 
these  great  business  institutions  should 
be  men  with  great  technical  knowl- 
edge. The  only  time  a  Union  Pacific 
railroad  requires  a  Harriman  for  a 
head  is  when  it  schemes  and  plots  to 
pillage  the  people  in  defiance  of  exist- 
ing laws,  by  double-dealings  in  passen- 
ger and  freight  rates  and  by  manipula- 
tion of  securities.  In  the  straight  busi- 
ness conduct  of  the  Union  Pacific  road 
a  Governor  Johnson  of  Minnesota  is 
the  peer,  if  not  the  superior,  of  a  Har- 
riman, and  a  Stuyvesant  Fish  can  take 
a  President  Harrlman's  place  tomor- 
row without  the  interruption  of  any 
legitimate  business  or  policy. 
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Sats  Hoabdiko  Is  Justifibd. 

Following  your  proclamation  and  the 
first  wave  of  confidence  will  be  a  rush 
by  money  hoarders  to  buy  secnrities  or 
to  return  their  money  to  banks  and 
trust  companies.  (I  wish  to  seize  this 
opportunity  to  go  on  record  that  the 
people  are  Justified  at  the  present  time, 
in  the  light  of  their  recent  experiences 
in  banks,  insurance,  railroads  and 
Standard  Oils,  in  hoarding  their  sav- 
ings.) This  first  wave  of  confidence 
will  spread  throughout  the  country  and 
Europe,  for  it  will  dawn  upon  investors 
everywhere  that  the  great  prosperity 
of  America,  which  has  enabled  her  in- 
stitutions to  pay  a  larger  rate  of  in- 
terest than  those  of  any  other  country, 
has  at  the  same  time  allowed  the  con- 
trollers of  American  industries  to  steal 
even  more'than  they  have  returned  in 
dividends  and  interest  to  investors, 
and  these,  with  money  to  invest,  will 
know  that  the  first  sitting  of  your 
court,  whether  it  be  a  "government*' 
court  or  a  "public  opinion"  court,  will 
mark  the  day  when  the  enormous  earn- 
ings of  ^  American  industries  coming 
from  the  wonderful  resources  of  our 
country  will  either  go  to  investor^  or 
will  be  returned  to  all  the  people,  in 
the  form  of  reductions  in  passenger 
and  freight  rates  and  in  reduced  living 
expenses  of  the  people,  after  investors 
have  received  good  rates  of  interest. 
And  it  will  be  found,  under  the  new 
way  of  doing  business,  which  your 
proclamation  will  inaugurate,  that  the 
present  volume  of  American  money  is 
more  than  sufllcient  to  meet  every  de- 
mand (good  times,  and  bad  times  de- 
mands) of  the  people,  and  there  wl^i 
be  no  necessity  for  new  currency  laws 
or  either  Federal  banks  or  credit  cur- 
rencies. 

Senttmextal  Panic,  Sentimental 
Cube. 

My  cure  will  be  met  with  the  cry 
that  it  is  radically  sentimental.  My 
answer  is  that  the  present  "crisis"  is 
radically  sentimental,  that  the  present 
"crisis"  is  the  same  sort  as  that  which 
attacks  an  able-bodied  family  which 
becomes  panic-stricken  when  told  that 
there  is  a  burglar  in  the  house  pre- 
paring to  make  away  with  the  house- 
hold effects,  and  that  that  sort  of  sen- 
timental panic  should  be  replaced  with 
sentimental  pluck,  which  will  cause  the 
family  to  go  about  the  capturing  of  the 


burglar  and  the  makii^f  an  example  of 
him. 

Roosevelt's  Word  Oittweighs  Law. 

Tour  great  experience  with  the  sen- 
timental machinery  of  the  American 
people,  sentimental  machinery  which 
in  four  years  has  caused  them  to  go 
wild  over  one  man.  wild  to  an  extent 
where  his  publicly  spoken  word  out- 
weighs the  law,  custom  and  traditions, 
will  show  to  you  that  the  American 
people  are  at  the  present  time  bent  on 
accomplishing  one  thing,  -the  annihila- 
tion of  the  System,  and  that  nothing, 
not  even  you,  can  stay  them  in  their 
determination  and  that  they  will  wel- 
come any  means,  however  sentimental 
or  radical  they  may  be,  which  will  kill 
the  Ss^tem  and  settle  this  question  of 
Frenzied  Finance  in  the  way  it  should 
be  settled — the  way  which  will  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that 
in  the  future  the  billions  of  yearly  sur- 
plus of  their  earnings  will  be  left  with 
them  instead  of  being  tricked  over  to 
the  few  ruthless  robbers,  who  have, 
used  them  to  set  up  a  money  rosralty 
which  stinks  to  hi|^h  heaven. 


The  Fiends. 

Two  fiends  stalk  boldly  through  these 
lands. 

Homes  they  invade  at  will; 
And  there,  with  fierce,  nefarious  hands 

They  pillage  and  they  kill. 

The    workman    quakes    to    see    them 
come; 

His  loved  ones  pale  with  dread. 
One  robs  the  inmates  of  the  home. 

The  other  strikes  them  dead. 

Ine   thief    is    called   "Cut   down    the 
wage," 
The  murderer  is  "Discharge." 
Long  years  these  lands  have  ruled  their 
rage. 
And  both  are  still  at  large. 

No  Judge  enjoins  them  with  the  law ; 

No  soldier  seeks  to  daunt; 
No  doctrine  holds  these  fiends  In  awe; 

No  prophet  cries,  "Araunt!" 

Only  the  union  in  this  hour 
Of  peril  guards  the  home. 
Till    through    the    ballot's    sovereign 
power 
A  full  deliverance  come. 
— J,  Vincent  Oraham,  Bricklayer. 
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'The  Morula's  Mornin'/' 

Bt  Gebald  Bbenitan. 

This  is  the  Ule  that  CasBidy  told, 

In  his  halls  asheen  with  purple  and 
gold; 

Told,  as  he  sprawled  in  an  easy  chair, 

Chewing  cigars  at  a  dollar  a  pair; 

Told  with  a  sigh,  and  perchance,  a 
tear. 

As  the  rough  soul  showed  through  the 
cracked  veneer; 

Told  as  he  gazed  at  the  walls  thereby. 

Where  a  Ck'euze  and  a  Millet  were 
hung  on  hig^. 

With  a  rude  little  print  in  a  frame  be- 
tween— 

A  picture  of  Shanahan's  old  shebeen. 

I'm  drlnkin'  my  momin's  momin' — but 
It  doesn't  taste  the  same; 

Though  the  glass  is  o'  finest  crystal, 
an'  the  liquor  slips  down  like 
crame; 

An'  my  cockney  footman  brings  it  on  a 
soort  of  a  silver  plate — 

Sherry  an'  bitthers  it  is,  sir,  for  whis- 
key is  out  o'  date. 

In  my  bran'  new  brownstone  mansion 
— ^Fift'  Av'noo  over  the  way, 

The  Cathaydral  'round  the  comer,  an' 
the  lord  Archbishop  to  tay —  . 

Sure  I  ought  to  be  stiff  wid  grandeur; 
but  my  tastes  are  mighty  mean, 

An'  I'd  rather  a  momin's  momin'  at 
Shanahan's  ould  shebeen. 

Oh,  well  that  I  mind  the  shanty — the 

rooks  an'  the  fields  beyant, 
The  dirt-floor  yellow  and  sawdust,  an' 

the  walls  on  a  three-inch  slant. 
(There's  a  twelve-story  "flat"  on  the 

site     now — 'twas    myself    that 

builded  the  same; 
An'  they  called  it  the  "Mont-morincy" 

— though  I  wanted  the  good  ould 

name.) 
My  dinner-pail  under  my  oxter,  before 

the  whistles  blew, 
I'd  banish  the  drames  from  my  eyelids 

wid  a  naggin' — or,  maybe,  two; 
An',  oh!  'twas  the  illegant  whiskey — 

its  like  I  never  have  seen. 
Since  I  went  for  my  momin's  momin' 

to  Shanahan's  ould  shebeen. 

I  disremember  the  makers — I  couldn't 

tell  you  the  brand; 
But  it  smiled  like  goolden  sunlight,  an' 

it  looked  an'  tasted  gr-rand. 


When  my  throat  was  kaked  wid  mor- 
thar,  or  my  head  was  cracked 
wid  a  blast. 

One  drink  o'  Shanahan's  "dew-drops"— 
an'  all  my  troubles  wor  past. 

That's  why,  as  I  squat  on  the  quishions, 
and  divil  a  hap'orth  to  ^o. 

In  a  momin'  coat  lined  wid  velvet — 
an'  a  champagne  lunch  at  two. 

The  memory  comes  like  a  banshee,  my- 
self an'  my  wealth  between; 

An'  keens  for  a  momin's  momin'  in 
Shanahan's  ould  shebeen. 

A  "momin's  coat  lined  wid  velvet"— 
an'  my  ould  coat  used  to  do 

Alike  for  momin'  and  ev'nin'  (an* 
sometimes  I  slep  in  it,  too) ; 

An'  'twas  divil  a  sup  o'  sherry  that 
Shanahan  kept — on  fear; 

If  you  couldn't  afford  good  whiskey, 
he'd  take  you  on  tmst  for  beer. 

The  daclnteet  gang  I  knew  there — 
McCarthy  (Sinathor  since). 

An'  Murphy  that  mixed  the  morthar 
(sure,  the  Pope  has  made  him  a 
Prince) ; 

Tou  should  see  'em,  avic,  o'  Sundays, 
wid  faces  scraped  an'  clean. 

When  the  boss  stood  a  momin's  mom- 
in' 'round  Shanahan's  ould  she- 
been. 

Whist!  here  comes  his  Grace's  car- 
riage;   'twill  be  lunch-time  by- 

an'-by; 
An'   I  darsn't  drink  another — ^though 

my  throat  is  powerful  dry; 
For  I've  got  to  meet  th'  Archbishop — 

I'm  a  tarrier  now  no  more; 
But,  ohone!  those  were  fine  times  then, 

lad,  an'  to  talk  of  'em  makes  me 

sore. 
An'  whisper — ^there's  times,  I  tell  you, 

when  I'd  swap  this  aisy  chair, 
An'  the  velvet  coat — an'  the  footman, 

wid  his  Sassenach  nose  in  the 

air. 
An'  the  lord  Archbishop  himself,  too, 

for  a  drink  o'  the  days  that  ha' 

been. 
For  the  taste  of  a  momin's  momin'  in 

Shanahan's  ould  shebeen. 


It  is  a  gentle  mind  that  makes  the 
gentleman. 

It  is  ungenerous  to  exult  over  a 
vanquished  foe. 

It  is  unpleasant  to  turn  back  though 
it  may  be  to  take  the  right  way. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  UNIONISM. 


(By  Prof.  John  R,  Commons  of  the  Wisconsin  University.) 


England  is  considered  the  home  of 
trade  unionism,  but  the  distinction 
belongs  to  Philadelphia.  Modern  trade 
unionism  as  an  industrial  and  political 
force  began  with  the  coming  together 
of  previously  existing  societies  from 
the  several  trades  to  form  a  central 
body  on  the  representative  principle. 
Working  by  themselves,  these  isolated 
societies  could  accomplish  bTSl  little 
in  the  face  of  hostile  governments  and 
employers.  Consequently  they  inclined 
to  secrecy  or  to  cloak  their  movements 
under  the  garb  of  friendly  benefits. 
But  when  they  formed  a  representa- 
tive body  they  came  out  in  the  open, 
they  encouraged  each  other  in  the 
spirit  of  aggressiveness,  they  greatly 
increased  their  membership,  they  or- 
ganized the  workmen  in  trades  previ- 
ously unorganized.  This  was  the  real 
beginning,  not  only  of  trades  unions, 
but  even  of  the  term  "trades  union." 
For  the  term  indicated  originally  not 
a  union  in  a  trade,  but  a  union  of 
trade  "societies."  The  latter  was  the 
usual  name  of  the  isolated  organiza- 
tions. The  general  public,  however, 
which  first  came  to  know  them  and  to 
take  alarm  when  these  societies  joined 
themselves  in  a  union  of  trades,  trans- 
ferred the  name  of  the  representative 
body  to  the  primary  body.  So  that 
at  the  present  time  what  was  origin- 
ally a  trades  union  has  sought  other 
names,  such  as  central  labor  union, 
trades  council,  trades  assembly  or 
Federation  of  Labor. 

The  first  trades  union  In  England 
was  that  of  Manchester,  organized  in 
1825,  although  there  seems  to  have 
been  an  attempt  to  organize  one  in 
1824.  But  the  first  one  in  America 
was  the  "Mechanics'  Union  of  Trade 
Associations,"  organized  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1827,  two  years  earlier.  The 
name  came  from  Manchester,  but  the 
thing  from  Philadelphia.  Neither 
union  lasted  long.  The  Manchester 
union  lived  two  years,  and  the  Phila- 
delphia union  one  year,  but  the  Man- 
chester union  died  and  the  Phila- 
delphia union  metamorphosed  Into 
politics.  Here  again,  Philadelphia  was 
tne  pioneer,  for  it  called  into  being  the 


first  labor  party.  Not  only  this,  but 
through  the  Mechanics'  Union  Phila- 
delphia started  probably  the  first  wage 
earners'  paper  ever  published — the  Me^ 
chanics*  Free  Press — antedating,  in 
January,  1828,  the  first  similar  journal 
in  .England  by  two  years.  A  three 
years'  file  of  the  paper  is  preserved  In 
perfect  condition  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Society.  The  political  move- 
ment, begun  in  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
up  by  New  \ork,  Albany  and  Troy  in 
1829,  by  Boston  in  1830  and  by  other 
places  in  the  same  y^ars.  It  disap- 
peared altogether  in  1831,  after  the 
older  political  parties  had  borrowed  its 
plank  and  captured  its  leaders. 

But  the  trades  union  was  again  in- 
augurated two  years  later,  in  1833,  this 
time  with  a  resolution,  learned  from 
experience,  to  "keep  out  of  politics." 
New  York  now  took  the  lead,  and  or- 
ganized the  "General  Trades  Union," 
bringing  the  name  from  England. 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  quickly 
followed,  and  In  the  next  four  years 
there  were  trades  unions  in  a  dozen 
cities  from  Boston  to  Washington,  and 
even  as  far  west  as  Louisville.  In 
New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia these  trades  unions  were  remark- 
ably aggressive  and  successful,  and  cer- 
tamly  in  Philadelphia  in  1835  and  1836 
there  was  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
population  enrolled  as  members  of  la- 
bor organizations  than  there  has  been 
at  any  period  In  the  seventy  years  that 
have  followed. 

In  1834  these  local  unions  formed 
a  national  association,  which  they 
called  "The  National  Trades  Union," 
with  a  constitution  and  officers.  Al- 
though England  also  had  its  so-called 
national  organization  in  1834,  under 
the  stimulus  of  Robert  Owen,  this  fell 
to  pieces  in  six  months,  while  the  Na- 
tional Trades  Union  in  the  United 
biates  held  three  conventions  with  in- 
creasing infiuenoe  in  1834  and  1835  and 
1840.  The  national  union  in  England 
covered  a  few  counties;  tne  one  in 
America  stretched  from  Boston  to  Cin- 
cinnati. The  American  movement  was 
not  imported  from  England;  it  was  an 
indigenous  product  of  American  condi- 
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tions,  and  its  leaders  were  American 
bom.  Although  the  daily  papers  of 
this  time  in  America  aoound  with 
news  of  strilces  and  with  editorials  of 
advice  to  restless  mechanics,  yet  the 
remarkable  national  labor  organization 
that  backed  these  strikes  was  barely 
mentioned,  and  has  been  as  utterly  for- 
I  gottm  as  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel  or 
the  continent  of  Atlantis. 

The  authentic  sources  from  which 
to  learn  of  these  associations  are  the 
labor  papers,  and  it  is  fortunate  that 
these  have  been  preserved  in  unex- 
pected abundance  in  a  few  libraries. 
Out  of  some  forty  titles  the  principal 
ones  have  been  located  through  the 
search  set  up  by  the  American  Bureau 
of  Industrial  Research.  Aside  from  a 
daily  paper — The  Man — ^published  for 
sixteen  months  in  1834  and  1836,  unaer 
the  influence  of  the  trades  union  of 
New  York,  it  was  found,  after  six 
days'  excavation  by  two  men  in  over- 
alls in  the  storeroom  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society.  Another  discovery 
is  the  file  of  the  WorMng  Man's  Advo- 
cate of  1829-30,  the  first  of  the  New 
York  labor  papers,  preserved  these 
seventy-five  years  by  the  Workingmen's 
Institute  of  New  Harmony,  Ind.  The 
library  of  congress  has  the  National 
Laborer,  the  organ  in  1833  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia union  and  the  National 
Trades  Union.  Other  libraries.  Includ- 
ing the  Oneida  Historical  Society,  the 
Delaware  Historical  Society,  the  Lynn 
Pablic,  the  Wisconsin  Historical  So- 
ciety and  the  New  York  Public,  have 
scattering  numbers,  which,  when 
placed  together,  give  often  a  fairly 
complete  file.  These  papers  contain 
constitutions  and  by-laws,  official  pro- 
ceedings of  the  local  trades  unions  and 
retailed  reports  of  the  national  conven- 
uons  more  complete  even  than  those 
which  the  Knights  of  Labor  or  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  have 
pnblished  of  their  proceedings.  It  Is 
intended  to  prepare  from  these  papers 
and  employers  organs,  such  material  as 
has  documentary  value.  In  this  way 
it  to  hoped  that  these  forgotten  forerun- 
ners of  American  labor  organization 
and  labor  politics  will  stand  forth  as 
they  actually  were  in  the  storm  and 
stress  of  that  significant  period  of  our 
history. 

The  labor  movement  in  this  period 
has  usually  been  treated  as  a  com- 
munistic or  agrarian  agitation;  but  this 


is  because  our  knowledge  of  it  comes 
only  from  the  papers  hostile  to  it  or 
from  Robert  Dale  Owens's  Free  In- 
quirer. Robert  Owen  had  founded  New 
Harmony  in  1826  with  an  amount  of 
advertising  never  before  or  since  se- 
cured for  a  radical  program.  When 
his  followers  scattered  after  1827  they 
attached  themselves  to  wnatever  ele- 
ments dissatisfied  with  political  and 
industrial  conditions  would  give  them 
a  hearing.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
import  of  their  teachings  was  under- 
stood, the  mechanics  and  workingmen 
withdrew  support  and  limited  their 
movement  to  the  immediate  demands 
of  legislation  or  of  trade  unions. 

The  Mechanics'  Union  of  Philadel- 
phia sprang  from  an  unsuccessful 
strike  of  the  carpenters  for  a  ten-hour 
day.  There  the  labor  party  held  the 
balance  of  power  in  two  elections,  and 
all  of  the  candidates  who  were  in- 
dorsed by  the  Adams  and  Jackson  par- 
ties were  elected.  Even  the  congres- 
sional candidates  of  the  older  parties 
flung  out  their  banners  as  the  "true 
workingmen's  party,"  and  appropri- 
ated the  slogan  of  "6  to  6,"  which  the 
workingmen  had  used  to  indicate  their 
demand  for  the  ten-hour  day.  The  la- 
bor party  disappeared  entirely  in  1830, 
and  the  American  politician  had 
learned  for  the  flrst  time  to  split  the 
labor  vote. 

In  New  York  the  movement  of  1829 
was  much  more  complicated  than  it 
was  in  Philadelphia,  more  radical  in 
its  demands,  more  distinct  in  its  cleav- 
age of  classes  and  attended  with 
greater  immediate  success.  It  began 
with  a  meeting  called  to  protest  against 
increased  hours  of  labor.  The  meeting 
adopted  an  agrarian  preamble  drawn 
up  by  a  mechanic,  Thomas  Sicidmore, 
and  transporvmg  into  economics  the 
declaration  of  independence.  They  re- 
solved that  "the  Creator  nas  made  all 
equal,"  and  that  "in  the  flrst  forma- 
tion of  government  no  man  gives  up  to 
others  his  original  right  of  the  soil 
and  becomes  a  smith,  weaver,  a 
builder,  or  other  mechanic  or  laborer, 
without  receiving  a  guaranty  that  rea- 
sonable toil  shall  enable  him  to  live 
as  comfortably  as  others."  They  con- 
templated a  strike,  and  not  a  political 
party.  Six  months  later  they  nomi- 
nated a  ticket  In  each  convention 
they  discussed  by  lot,  and  adopted  an- 
other agrarian  platform,  again  drawn 
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up  by  Skidmore,  and  accidentally  elect- 
ed a  carpenter  to  the  legislature.  Three 
months  later  they  ousted  Skidmore 
and  took  up  Robert  Dale  Owen.  He 
persuaded  them  to  renounce  agrarian^ 
ism  and  to  indorse  free  education,  but 
his  free  schools  were  to  take  the  chil- 
dren away  from  their  parents,  to  dress, 
feed,  shelter  and  teach  them  alike.  He 
would  substitute  for  Skidmore's  com- 
munism of  property  a  Pestalozzian 
communism  of  education.  On  this  the 
party  split  Tammany  finished  the  dis- 
ruption by  enacting  the  mechanics' . 
lien  law — ^the  first  law  of  its  kind  to 
protect  the  Journeymen  as  well  as  the 
contractor.  Four  workingmen's  tick- 
ets then  came  into  the  field.  The  big- 
gest vote  went  to  Tammany  and  the 
smallest  to  Skidmore.  Thus  Tammany 
won  its  first  success  as  the  ''working- 
men's  friend,"  and  socialists  had  their 
prototype  in  the  agrarians. 

Outside  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  the  workingmen's  party  included 
small  employers.  In  Boston  its  plat- 
I  rm  appealed  to  "laboring  men,  me- 
chanics, tradesmen,  farmers  and  others 
standing  upon  the  same  level."  So  in 
Charleston,  Wilmington  and  elsewhere. 
Tne  class  division  of  employer  and  em- 
ploye was  as  yet  limited  to  a  few  lo- 
calities. Labor  politics  was  a  part  of 
the  general  protest  of  the  times  raised 
by  the  "productive  classes"  against 
"aristocracy." 

Four  years  of  inaction  followed  the 
disruption.  The  stage  was  filled  by 
Jackson  and  the  bank.  When  the  bank 
disappeared  its  place  was  taken  by  a 
host  of  state  banks  with  a  fiood  of 
paper  money.  In  1835  and  1836  pricesr 
and  cost  of  living  rose  50  to  100  per 
cent.  Wages  did  not  rise  in  the  same 
proportion.  The  infiation  came  so  sud- 
denly that  wageearnera  could  not  es- 
cape to  the  free  land  of  the  frontier. 
They  were  caught  in  a  trap.  They 
turned  to  their  newly  formed  trade 
unions  and  to  their  National  Trades 
Union,  which  had  held  its  first  con- 
vention in  1834.  They  attributed  to 
these  organizations  a  permanence  and 
grandeur  pathetic  in  view  of  the  col- 
lapse three  years  later,  but  excusable 
in  view  of  the  victories  meanwhile. 
Not  until  thirty  years  afterwards,  in 
a  similar  infiation  of  the  civil  war,  did 
organized  labor  appear  in  similar  vigor. 
The  trades  union  of  1833  was  a  genera- 
tion ahead  of  the  industrial  conditions 


that  gave  organized  labor  endurance. 
It  was  not  an  industrial  revolution,  as 
in  England,  but  a  financial  infiation, 
uiat  provoked  the  labor  movement  of 
1835. 

The  many  strikes  of  1835-1836  are 
well  known.  The  fact  that  they  were 
sympathetically  supported  by  exten- 
sive organizations  of  labor  is  not  so 
well  known.  .  The  climax  was  reached 
in  1836.  Prices  continued  to  rise,  and 
the  societies  continued  to  strike.  Their 
success  was  inspiring.  The  trades 
unions  supported  them  with  enthusi- 
asm and  devotion.  Dues  were  in- 
creased and  donations  added  to  dues. 
Finally  the  ominous  sign  of  over-or- 
ganization appeared.  Jurisdictional 
struggles  began.  Blacksmiihs  protested 
against  horseshoers  and  hand-loom 
weavers  against  factory  weavers.  Tnese 
were  not  settled  when  the  panic  of  1837 
stopped  everything,  and  the  trades 
unions  disappeared  when  the  wage- 
earners  employment  ceased.  The  is- 
sues that  arbused  the  wage-earners 
may  be  learned  from  the  debates 
in  their  conventions.  The  first  na- 
tional convention  discussed  politics, 
ine  controversy  raged  back  and  forth 
exactly  as  it  does  today,  and  finally 
the  convention  excluded  the  word 
"political"  from  its  objects  and  sub- 
stituted the  words  "education,  public 
lands,  immigration,  child  labor,  female 
labor,  prison  labor,  lotteries,  banking 
and  co-operation." 

The  results  of  the  labor  movement 
of  1827  to  1837  can  only  be  suggested. 
Here  were  the  beginnings  not  cmly  of 
the  general  organization  of  labor,  but 
also  of  humanitarian  and  reform  move- 
ments. The  revolution  was  under  way 
— ^was  not  yet  a  factor.  In  general,  the 
period  was  that  of  the  sudden  and 
rough  awakening  of  labor  as  a  distinct 
element  in  American  history.  For  the 
first  time  magazines  and  newspapers 
gave  space  to  labor  problems.  Hu- 
manitarians began  to  examine  the  con- 
ditions of  working  and  living.  Poli- 
ticians put  labor  planks  in  their  plat^ 
form.  Protectionism  framed  its  pau- 
per labor  argument,  and  manufacurers 
proceeded  to  capitalize  the  labor  move- 
ment. Some  demands  were  immediate- 
ly granted,  others  remotely.  Imprison- 
ment for  debt  disappeared  in  1835. 
l^Yee  schools  became  general  before 
1850.  Mechanics'  liens  have  spread 
from  New  York  to  all  other  states. 
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Ine  ten-hour  day  became  the  standard. 
Juries  began  to  return  verdicts  of  "not 
guilty"  in  labor  conspiracies.  The  im- 
portance of  freeland  as  an  outlet  for 
labor  was  first  realized  and  leaders 
of  the  homestead  agitation  learned 
their  lesson  in  the  predicament  of  the 
trades  unions  in  1835.  Although  tem- 
porary and  forgotten,  the  labor  upris- 
ing of  the  thirties  had  permanent  re- 
sults. 


Lahbbbtvuxb,  N.  J., 
December,  1907. 
To  Organized  Labor  of  America  and  its 
Friends,  Greeting: 
The  members  of  Lambertville  Rub- 
berworkers'  Union,  No.  12,420,  A.  P.  of 
L.,  would  earnestly  request  all  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor  and  friends 
and  sympathizers,  to  assist  them  in 
maintaining  their  manhood  and  wom- 
anhood, by  refusing  to  patronize  the 
LambertYille  (N.  J.)  Rubber  Company 
or  anyone  handling  its  products,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Lambertville  Rub- 
ber Company  has  endeavored  to  make 
slaves  of  its  male  and  female  employes 
by  shutting  down  its  plant  and  then 
submitting  to  each  employe  the  follow- 
ing: 

Lambertville,  N.  J.,  June  7,  1907. 
To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

Owing  to  what  this  company  be- 
lieves to  be  the  unwarranted  interfer- 
ence of  the  Labor  Union  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company,  the  factory  will 
be  closed  from  this  date  until  further 
notice. 

Wages  in  full  will  be  paid  at  11 
o'clock  on  Monday,  June  10. 

When  work  is  resumed  the  factory 
will  be  strictly  non-union,  and  any 
former  employe  will  be  given  work  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment  after 
signing  the  enclosed  card. 

Lambebtvillb  Rubber  Co. 

Lambebtvillb,  N.  J., 

I  hereby  make  application  for  em- 
ployment with  the  Lambertville  Rub- 
ber Co.  and  certify  that  I  am  not  a 
member  of  any  labor  union. 

Signed,  

No  demand  for  increased  wages  had 
been  made  and  the  only  cause  for  the 
above  damnable  paper  being  presented 
to  the  employes  was  the  mere  fact 
that  the  employes  had  dared  to  form  a 


union  with  the  hope  of  some  time  bet- 
tering their  conditions.  Now,  broth- 
ers, sisters  and  friends,  if  you  will  re- 
fuse to  patronize  this  company  yoii 
will,  in  a  great  measure,  aid  us  to 
maintain  our  manhood  and  woman- 
hood.   "Vve  believe  you  will.' 

Bvery  effort  has  been  put  forth  by 
ourselves  and  by  General  Organizer 
Hahn  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  have  the 
company  withdraw  this  paper,  but 
without  avail,  and  we  cannot  accept 
work  under  such  terms. 

The  Trenton  Central  Labor  Council 
and  the  Executive  Board  of  the  A.  P. 
of  L.  have  placed  the  Lambertville 
Rubber  Company  on  the  "We  Don't 
Patronize"  list.  Help  to  make  their 
action  eftective. 

The  goods  made  by  this  company  are 
Snag-proof  duck  rubber  boots  used  by 
miners  and  brewers,  and  shoes,  E.  E. 
Stout  patent.  Light  overshoes  for  men 
and  women  are  also  made  by  the  com- 
pany. Packing,  tubing,  Jar  rings,  rubber 
bands,  umbrella  rings,  footballs,  small 
rubber  balls  for  children,  rubber  dolls, 
both  large  and  sinall,  rubber  rattles, 
chickens,  alligators  and  other  rubber 
toys,  rubber  syringes,  vents  and  valves 
The  toys  are  mostly  labelled  "Good- 
year's." 

The  company  is  now  hiring  un- 
skiWed  negroes  and  Italians  to  try  to 
do  our  work. 

If  tfiis  company  is  beaten  it  will 
greatly  strengthen  organized  labor 
throughout  New  Jersey  and  especially 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lambertville  and 
Trenton. 

Give  us  your  assistance. 
Behnaro  McDoifNELL,  PrcHdent. 
Watson  F.  Dudbridoe,  Secretary. 

To  All  Organized  Lahor,  Greeting: 

We  desire  to  announce  that  we  have 
reached  a  satisfactory  settlement  with 
the  Finch  Distilling  Company  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  and  have  requested  the  A. 
P.  of  L.  to  remove  them  from  the  "We 
Don't  Patronize"  list  You  will  please 
take  notice  and  publish  this  item  in 
your  official  paper  if  you  have  one. 

Thanking   you    for   assistance   ren- 
dered In  this  struggle,  and  with  best 
wishes  for  your  future  success,  we  re- 
main. Yours  fraternally. 
Coopers'  International  Union, 
J.  A.  Cable, 

Int,  Sec.  Trea$. 
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Phil  Ossif er  on  ''  Knockers '' 

(By  Clarence  W.  Dean,  in  The  OUizen^ 
Lo8  Angeles,) 

"You  have  many  enemies  who  know 
not  why  they  are  sach»  but  like  two 
village  curs  bark  when  their  fellows 
do." — STiakespeare. 
Say,  Susannah,  hev  you  heard  it? 

Someone  sez  that  so-and-so 
Said'  that  so-and-so  told  someone, 

And  he  surely  ought  to  know. 

Nearly  everywhere  you  travel 

Idle  gossip  is  the  rule. 
And  we  can't  please  everybody, 

So  we  might  as  well  keep  cool — 
Fer  people  will  knock. 

If  your  clothes  are  plain  or  "ancient," 
And  your  trousers  bag  a  bit. 

Someone,     then,     will     say     you're 
"sloppy," 
And  he'll  chuckle  at  his  wit  (?) 

If  you  dress  in  latest  fashion 
There'll  be  some  guy  who  "knows" 

That  you  didn't  pay  your  tailor. 
Or  your  merchant,  for  your  clothes— 
Fer  people  will  knock. 

If  you  say  that  you're  not  drinkin' 
When  you're  asked  to  take  a  cup. 

You  wUl   hear  them   whisper  "tight- 
wad" 
Or  they  11  say  that  you're  stuck-up. 

If  perchance,  you  spend  your  wages 
With  the  boys  out  on  a  lark. 

You  will  get  the  name  of  "boozer," 
Or  they'll  call  you  "easy-mark" — 
Fer  people  will  knock. 

No,  it  don't  make  any  difference 
How  or  when,  or  where  or  who — 

If  you  don't  do  things  you're  roasted, 
And  you're  roasted  if  you  do. 

Yes,  Susannah,  hammer  artists 

Are  around  us  everywhere; 
Even  in  the  ranks  of  LAbor 

We  have  anvil  men  to  spare — 
Fer  people  will  knock. 

If  you  boost  the  cause  free  gratis, 
Someone  sez  that  you're  a  dunce; 

That  you  shouldn't  work  fer  nothln' 
But  present  your  bill  at  once. 


On  the  other  hand,  Susannah, 
If  you  charge  fer  all  you  dio. 

You  will  sure  be  called  a  grafter, 
But  we  shouldn't  fret  or  stew— 
Fer  people  will  knock. 

If  you  don't  stand  up  and  argue 
Fer  your  rights,  you're  called  a  slob. 

And  your  feller  workers  tell  you 
That  you're  'fraid  you'll  lose  your 
Job. 

If  you  kick  fer  right  and  Justice 

In  the  shop,  and  then  stand  pat, 
iou  are  called  an  agitator — 
Yes,    and    sometimes    worst    than 
that— 
Fer  people  will  knock. 

Mobal:  Don't  worry.  Alexander 
Smith  sez:  "A  man  can  bear  a  world's 
contempt  when  he  has  that  within 
which  says  he's  worthy,"  so  keep 
a-boostin'.— PWZ  Oaaifer. 


Labor  Sized  Up. 

"Slowly,  but  surely,  the  world  is  be- 
ginning to  understand  the  labor  move- 
ment,  and  with  that  understanding 
comes  each  day  a  larger  measure  of  co- 
operation and  sympathy  from  the  other 
classes.  But  there  are  still  those  who 
cannot  or  will  not  see  the  working- 
man's  movement  as  it  is  intended  by 
him  to  be,  therefore  he  is  periodically 
denounced.  He  is  a  striker,  they  say. 
So  he  is,  but  not  until  he  has  been  ar- 
rogantly told  that  there  is  nothing  to 
arbitrate.  He  boycotts.  Yes,  but  be 
learned  the  use  of  that  weapon  from 
the  cruel  blacklist— the  blacklist  that 
mad«  him  an  indiistrial  outcast,  that 
denied  him  the  right  to  be  the  bread- 
winner and  sent  him  away  from  his 
home  with  the  wail  of  his  child  and 
the  sobs  of  his  wife  breaking  his  heart. 
The  striker  is  but  a  rebel.  The  rebel 
has  been  the  torchbearer  of  civiliza- 
tion since  man  realized  he  had  a  soul." 
--Atlanta  Constitution,  the  leading 
daily  paper  of  the  South. 


As  union  men  we  owe  to  those  mer- 
chants or  employers  of  labor  who  are 
fair  to  labor  all  the  assistance  we  can 
in  advertising  and  increasing  their 
business.  It  is  the  duty  of  labor  to 
"boost  our  friends"  rather  than  "knock 
our  enemies." 
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AMERICA'S  LEAD  IN  RAILROAD 
ACCIDENTS. 

The  November  issue  of  the  World's 
Work  contains  an  article  from  the  pen 
of  Edward  Bummel  Phelps,  in  which 
the  writer  gives  some  startling  figures 
regarding  the  fearful  increase  of  rail- 
way casualties  in  the  United  States 
which  at  this  time  far  exceed  those  of 
any  other  "civilized  country."  The  ar- 
ticle in  question,  which  is  published 
on  another  page  of  the  Joubnal,  is  a 
remarhable  one  for  several  reasons. 
In  short,  it  is  the  strangest  mixture  of 
truth  and  fiction,  of  candor  in  its  com- 
pilation and  computation  of  accident 
statistics  and  figures,  and  compromise 
with  the  log^ic  of  conclusions  in  its 
final  assignment  of  the  various  causes, 
severally  or  collectively,  in  which  the 
casualty  record — according  to  the  wri- 
ter's views — has  its  inception  and  its 
climax,  that  was  ever  called  to  our  at- 
tention. Conceding  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Phelps'  intentions  were  to  deal  with 
his  subject  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and 
sincerity  when  he  began  to  write  his 
article,  he  nevertheless  does  violence — 
outrages  in  fact — the  logic  of  every 
syloglsm  that  he  puts  forth.  In  ana- 
lyzing this  article  the  Journal  will 
proceed,  first,  to  review — and  possibly 
elaborate — the  truths  contained  in  the 
writer's  article;  second,  when  this 
has  been  done  the  Journal  will  SHOW 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  warrant 
that  the  railway  employes — switchmen 
and  trainmen — can  necessarily  be  in- 
cluded, as  a  rule,  in  the  summary  of 
causes  that  go  to  make  up  the  grue- 
some record.     As  to  the  first  postula- 


tion — to  use  a  mathematical  metaphor 
— the  Journal  assumes  that  there  is 
absolute  accuracy  in  the  diagrams  pre- 
sented and  that  the  computations  and 
calculations  based  thereon  are  mathe- 
matically correct. 

In  the  first  place  the  Journal  will 
consider  those  accident  statistics  in 
which  comparison  is  made  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the 
latter  being  referred  to  as  the  "United 
Kingdom."  The  comparison  begins 
with  the  ratio  of  mileage  in  the  two 
countries  respectively  in  which  it  is 
shown  that  the  United  States  has  a 
total  mileage  of  207,301  in  railroads, 
whereas  Great  Britain  has  only  a  total 
of  22,435  miles  of  railways.  Despite 
this  great  disparity  between  the  rail- 
way mileage  of  the  two  countries  the? 
total  number  of  passengers  caniedL 
0(n  the  railroads  of  Great  Britain  dur> 
ing  the  year  1903  amounted  to  1,195,- 
2ft5,195,  while  in  the  United  States  the 
total  number  of  passengers  carried  on 
nearly  ten  times  the  mileage  of  Great 
Britain's  railways  was  only  695,891,535, 
Of  these  two  comparative  records  of  a 
year's  passenger  traffic  in  the  two  coun- 
tries the  record  of  casualties  in  Great 
Britain  was  3,243  killed,  of  which  153 
were  passengers,  and  18,557  injured, 
of  which  3,413  were  passengers. 

In  comparison  with  this  record  the 
United  States,  the  same  year,  had  a 
total  of  9,840  killed,  of  which  355  were 
passengers;  and  76,553  injured,  of 
which  8,235  were  passengers.  In  other 
words  the  United  States,  in  one  year, 
killed  and  injured  nearly  five  times  as 
many  people  on  an  average  of  nine 
miles  of  railway  as  did  England  on  an 
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average  of  one  mile  of  railway,  al- 
though the  latter  carried  seyenty-flve 
per  cent,  more  passengers  It  may  l>e 
contended  by  some  that  it  is  nine 
times  as  dangerous  to  carry  a  passen- 
ger nine  miles  on  a  railroad  as  it  is 
to  carry  one^only  one  mile.  This  can 
be  true  only  in  one  particular,  and  that 
is  where  the  same  conditions  of  opera- 
tion and  density  of  traffic  prevail  on 
the  nine  miles  of  railroad  and  the  one 
mile  of  railroad,  but  it  is  a  self-evi- 
dent proposition  that  where  the  den- 
sity of  traffic,  either  freight  or  passen- 
ger, is  nine  times  as  great  on  the  one 
mile  of  railroad  as  it  Is  on  the  nine 
miles  of  railroad  the  chances  for  acci- 
dent may  not  only  be  regarded  as  even 
but  materially  enhanced  in  the  former 
case.  To  say  the  least,  the  roadbed, 
the  train  equipment  and  the  care  in 
operation  is  necessarily  taxed  nine 
times  as  much  in  the  former  case  as 
in  the  latter  to  insure  the  same  meas- 
ure of  safety.  With  this  brief  but  con- 
cise summary  of  comparisons  in  the 
traffic  and  accident  statistics  of  the 
two  countries  the  reader  can  reach  but 
one  conclusion;  that  is  that  the  re- 
spective physical  conditions  and  meth- 
ods of  operation  in  the  two  countries 
show  that  it  is  EIGHTEEN  TIMES 
AS  HAZARDOUS  to  travel  or  work  on 
the  railroads  of  the  United  States  as 
it  is  on  the  railroads  of  Great  Britain. 
Coming  to  a  comparison  of  the  acci- 
dent statistics  of  Europe  with  those  of 
the  United  States,  while  we  cannot  be 
as  exact  in  our  conclusions  regarding 
the  relative  measure  of  danger  in  tra- 
vel and  operation  of  railroads  in  the 
two  countries,  we  have  enough  data 
from  the  former,  from  which  we  can  at 
least  reach  a  fairly  correct  conclusion 
in  the  matter  we  have  under  consider- 
ation. In  Europe  there  is  an  aggregar 
tion  of  173,301  miles  of  railroad.  On 
this  mileage  of  railroad  there  were 
carried  in  the  year  1903 — ^the  year  we 


have  under  consideration — 8,896,981,- 
601  passengers.  In  other  words  there 
were  five  times  as  many  passengers 
carried  on  the  railroads  of  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  as  were  carried  on  the 
railroads  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
former  countries  there  were,  in  the 
same  year,  6,378  fatalities,  of  which 
486  were  passengers;  and  30,907  in- 
juries, of  which  6,776  were  passengers. 
Contrasting  this  record  of  casualties 
with  that  of  the  same  year  in  the 
United  States  we  find  that  upon  the 
latter's  208,000  miles  of  lines  there 
were  9,840  fatalities  of  which  366  were 
passengers,  and  76,663  injuries,  of 
which  8,236  were  passengers.  In  other 
words  the  total  record  of  casualties  on 
the  railroads  of  the  United  States  was 
more  than  twice  as  great  as  it  was  in 
the  European  countries,  although  the 
latter  carried  five  times  as  many  pas- 
sengers in  the  same  year  (1903)  as  did 
the  railroads  of  the  former.  Gauging 
the  record  of  accidents  in  proportion 
to  mileage  of  railroads  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, we  find  that  there  were  six  casu- 
cdties  in  the  United  States  to  the  one 
in  the  European  countries — predicated 
upon  the  difference  in  density  of  traffic 
in  the  two  countries.  So  far  as  the 
steady  increase  in  the  record  of  casual- 
ties in  the  United  States  being  a  mat- 
ter of  proper  consideration  here,  the 
JouBNAL  has  published  statistics  and 
elaborated  on  this  question  to  such  an 
extent  in  the  past  eight  or  ten  months, 
that  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  review 
it  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Quar- 
terly Bulletin  record  of  accidents  for 
the  year  ending  June  80,  1907,  showed 
a  total  of  6,000  killed  and  76,286  in- 
jured. Comparing  this  year's  record 
with  that  of  1903,  the  year  from  which 
the  above  comparison  of  accident  sta- 
tistics is  taken,  and  whose  Quarterly 
Bulletin  shows  a  total  of  3,664  killed 
and  49,668  injured,  we  find  that  in  four 
years'  time  railway  accidents  to  pas- 
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sengers  and  employes  increased  sixty 
per  cent  in  tills  country.  This  is  more 
than  twice  the  percentage  of  increase 
in  accidents  in  those  foreign  countries 
from  which  the  above  statistics  are 
taken. 

Coming  to  that  feature  of  Mr. 
Phelps*  article  in  which  he  computes 
the  increased  strain  upon  the  average 
trainman,  the  Jottbnal  will  submit  this 
proposition  based  upon  a  simple,  com- 
man  sense  view  of  the  subject  Firsi, 
it  will  place  as  the  leading  premise  the 
assomption  that  with  the  average 
trainman  normal  conditions  prevailed 
in  1S95,  both  as  to  his  mental  equili- 
briom  and  the  duties  he  was  called 
upon  to  perform.  Second,  as  a  minor 
premise  the  Joubnal  will  concede  the 
correctness  of  Mr.  Phelps'  computa- 
tion in  his  showing  that  the  increase 
in  mental  strain  per  trainman  in  ten 
years— owing  to  increase  in  volume  of 
traffic— averages  23.15  per  cent  For 
a  better  understanding  of  the  proposi- 
tion involved,  we  will  apply  a  mathe- 
matical principle  by  using  the  number 
100  to  represent  the  normal  estate  of 
the  railway  employe  of  ten  years  ago, 
and  that  his  duties  corresponded  with 
his  mental  equilibrium.  This  being 
the  case  it  follows  as  a  natural  se- 
quence, and  by  the  inexorable  rule  of 
the  "correlation  of  forces,"  that  if  he 
has  been  subjected  to  a  persistently 
increasing  mental  strain,  that  can  be 
reckoned  at  23.15  per  cent.,  he  must 
hare  inevitably  declined  from  his  nor- 
mal estate  and  thus  suffered  impair- 
ment of  his  natural  faculties  in  the 
same  ratio.  This  proposition  will  be 
better  understood  by  the  reader  by 
nibmitting  the  following  assumption: 
▼e  will  say  that  a  man's  natural  capa- 
cities will  permit  him  to  keep  at  work 
in  the  line  of  duties  required  as  long 
as  ten  hours  a  day.  So  long  as  he  can 
cope  with  the  measure  of  his  duties 
without  taxing  his  normal  capacities. 


he  will  be  able  to  hold  out  in  giving 
the  full  measure  of  the  work  expect^ 
ed  of  him;  but  if,  owing  to  the  in- 
creased exactions  of  his  employer  his 
hours  are  increased  to  fourteen  a  day, 
it  will  be  only  a  question  of  time  be- 
fore his  natural  capacities  will  enter 
into  a  decline,  and  he  will  find  that  he 
is  able  to  stay  at  his  post  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  full  measure  of  his  du- 
ties onlv  six  hours  a  day.  This  is  the 
law  that  now  gauges  the  policies  of 
life  insurance  companies  in  taking 
risks  upon  certain  classes  of  wage 
earners,  and  no  business  enterprises  in 
the  world  have  studied  this  subject  and 
reduced  it  to  such  mathematical  pre- 
cision as  the  insurance  companies, 
whose  profits  depend  upon  accuracy  of 
their  computation  in  life  tenure. 

Coming,  now,  to  place  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  persistent  increase  of 
casualties  in  the  United  States  where 
they  properly  belong,  can  it  be  reason- 
ably said,  as  Mr.  Phelps  avers,  that  it 
belongs  "alike  to  the  railway  presi- 
dent and  the  railway  operative"?  Bm- 
pnatically  it  cannot  In  fact  the  wri- 
ter of  the  aforesaid  article  makes  such 
a  conclusion  impo8siJ>le  by  his  own 
method  of  computation  and  the  logic 
of  his  own  deductions.  No  stronger 
exponent  of  the  fallacy  of  such  a  con- 
clusion can  be  found  than  that  which 
the  writer  himself  furnishes  in  that 
paragraph  which  begins  with  a  refer- 
ence to  "Lucius  Tuttle,"  and  in  which 
he  quotes  from  him  to  the  effect  that 
"tJie  brains  of  the  men  in  charge  of  the 
ill-fated  trains  failed  to  work**  at  the 
critical  moment,  and  following  this 
gives  his  reasons  why  they  failed  to 
work.  It  would  be  just  as  reasonable 
for  the  commander  of  an  army  engaged 
in  battle  to  order  his  troops  to  take  an 
impregnable  fortress,  and  when  they 
had  been  repulsed  with  the  slaughter 
of  half  of  their  number,  send  a  report 
to  the  war  department  blaming  the  re- 
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turning,  blood-spattered  remnants  of 
his  battalions  because  they  obeyed  or- 
ders, or  because  the  men  did  not  have 
bullet  proof  corporeities. 

Charles  W.  Batting,  In  his  admirable 
article  on  "Railway  Slaughter,"  pub- 
lished some  months  since  in  the  Van 
Worden  Magazine  and  subsequently 
published  In  this  Journal,  makes  an  un- 
challengeable comparison  of  the  meth- 
ods pursued  by  the  American  railroads, 
resulting  as  It  does  In  the  wholesale 
slaughtering  of  their  patrons  and  em- 
ployes. In  the  following  paragraph: 
'•What  would  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have  to  say  about  it  if  the  pow- 
ers at  Washington  sat  supinely  while 
ten  regiments  of  the  standing  army 
were  marched  out  In  a  single  year  and 
shot  down?  The  comparison  is  not 
far-fetched  when  the  woeful  lack  of 
attention  to  so  serious  a  matter  at 
Washington  is  taken  Into  considera- 
tion." 

The  Journal  requotes  this  paragraph 
at  this  point,  not  because  of  Its  ar- 
raignment of  the  "powers  at  Washing- 
ton," but  because  of  its  Inferential 
range  of  its  bearing  on  the  subject  In 
question.  Apropos  of  Its  application 
to  the  above  simile,  the  Joubnal  con- 
tends that  If  "THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES"  should  take  any 
cognizance  at  all  of  "ten  regiments 
marched  out  and  shot  down,"  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Phelps*  viewpoint,  they  ^ 
would  'blame  the  slaughtered  troops 
for  being  shot  down  Instead  of  the  or- 
der, or  the  source  from  which  It  enaa- 
nated,  as  the  responsible  party. 

The  climax  of  Mr.  Phelps*  reductio 
ad  absurdum  is  reached  In  the  last 
paragraphs  in  which  he  avers  that  it  is 
not  the  lack  of  block  signal  systems 
or  defectNln  the  train  equipment  or 
**the  tremendous  Increase  In  the  vol- 
ume of  traffic  in  recent  years"  that  is 
responsible  for  the  increasing  record 
of  railway  slaughter. 


The  Journal  submits  the  following 
simple,  matter-of-fact,  proposition  to 
its  readers,  and  challenges  Mr.  Phelps, 
or  any  one  else,  to  gainsay  It  upon  any 
reasonable  hypothesis  or  sound  logical 
deduction. 

First,  if  all  the  railroads  of  the 
United  States  had  been  equipped,  this 
last  year,  with  the  most  up-to-date 
block  signal  systems — such  as  would 
{lutomatically  stop  a  train  that  was 
about  to  enter  a  block  occupied  at  the 
time  by  another  train — there  would 
have  been  no  collisions,  either  butting 
or  rear-end,  and  the  consequent  loss 
of  life  from  this  specific  cause;  sec- 
ond, had  the  train  equipment,  in  all 
cases,  been  equally  up-to-date — the  au- 
tomatic coupling  devices  performing 
their  Implied  mechanical  functions  un- 
der all  conditions  where  couplings  had 
to  be  made,  and  this  mechanical  func- 
tion had  extended  to  the  train  pipe 
couplers  as  well  as  the  drawheads  or 
car  couplers,  there  would  have  been  no 
accidents  from  coupling  cars  or  train 
pipes;  third,  had  the  trainmen  not 
been  taxed  beyond  their  powers  of  en- 
durance by  being  forced  to  move  a 
continually  increasing  volume  of  traf- 
fic which  liad  far  outgrown  the  train 
equipment  that  the  railway  managers 
of  the  country  are  persistent  in  using, 
despite  the  fact  that  this  same  equip- 
ment was  shown  to  be  short  of  the  re- 
quirements of  service  twenty  years 
ago,  there  would  have  been  no  suspen- 
sion of  brain  function  on  the  part  of 
such  trainmen  resuHlng  in  the  wrecks 
that  ane  occurring  with  such  terrible 
frequency,  and  gauged  by  such  hor- 
rible slaugnier  as  the  Accident  Bulle- 
tin shows.  Again,  Instead  of  "DISO- 
BEDIENCE OF  ORDERS'*  being  the 
cause  of  the  numerous  wrecks,  that  are 
occurring  under  the  present  railroad 
regime.  It  Is  Just  the  contrary — obedi- 
ence of  orders  on  the  part  of  the  train- 
men— that  causes   nine-tenths   of  the 
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train  wrecks  and  other  accidents  which 
are  today  happening  on  the  railroads 
of  this  country.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  conductor  never  gives  the  signal, 
and  the  engineer  never  pulls  the  throt- 
tle without  an  order  from  their  supe- 
riors. How,  then,  can  they  be  charged 
with  responsibility  for  the  result  of 
obeying  orders?  For  a  number  of 
years  past  the  railroads  have  sought 
to  hide  behind  their  artificial  bulwark 
of  ^^contributory  negligence"  for  the 
frequency  and  appalling  nature  of  rail- 
way accidents;  but  the  daylight  of 
truth  has  now  dawned  upon  the  public 
mind,  the  long  drawn  out  masquerade 
of  railway  officials — those  who  have 
the  management  of  our  railway  sys- 
tema-^ehlnd  a  tissue  of  fallacious  as- 
sumptions is  about  to  end,  because  it 
can  no  longer  screen  their  machina- 
tions from  public  scrutiny  and  the  un- 
yarnished  truth  showing  their  derelic- 
tions and  sole  culpability  is  now  made 
clear. 

Mr.  Phelps  charges  the  brotherhoods 
as  partly  responsible  for  the  frequently 
recurring  railway  accidents.  The 
JouBNAi.  has  shown  that  Mr.  Phelps  Is 
absolutely  illogical  in  his  deductions 
and  is  unworthy  serious  thought. 

Does  this  union-hater  know  that  all 
English  railwaymen  are  union  men? 
If  60,  how  does  he  explain  the  differ- 
ence between  American  union  men  and 
English  union  men?  He  will  tell  you 
"temperament"  of  the  people. 

We  would  advise  Mr.  Phelps,  the 
next  time  he  writes  on  any  subject, 
to  lay  aside  HATE  and  BIGtOTRY,  and 
STUDY  the  proposition  he  wishes  to 
discuss. 

AMERICA  LEADS  IN  RAILROAD 

ACCIDENTS. 

Bt  Edward  Bummel  Phelps  in  Worlds 

Work  for  November. 

Unfortunately,  railroad  accidents 
constitute  one  of  the  many  products — 
or  by-products — of  modern  high  pres- 


sure life,  in  which  the  United  States 
leads  practically  all  other  countries. 
Of  late  years,  more  or  less  loose  and 
rambling  statements  to  this  effect  have 
been  repeatedly  made  and  published  in 
all  sorts  of  places.  But  In  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  the  gruesome  fact  has  never 
been  scientifically  demonstrated  out- 
side of  certain  technical  Journals,  and 
has  nowhere  been  so  presented  as  to 
produce  a  lasting  impression  on  the 
public  mind.  Until  the  actual  situation 
has  been  so  sharply  visualized  before 
the  American  public,  no  effective  pro- 
test against  it  can  be  expected,  and  it 
follows  as  a  matter  of  course  that  no 
real  abatement  of  our  shameful  lead  in 
railroad  accidents  can  be  looked  for  in 
the  interim.  Having  been  convinced  of 
these  facts  by  several  years'  study  of 
the  subject  and  by  conversations  re- 
garding it  with  many  men  of  all 
classes,  I  have  concluded  that  the  first 
move  in  the  reform  of  the  present  evil 
must  take  the  place  of  a  demonstraiion 
of  our  lamentable  leadership  in  such 
convincing,  untechnical  manner  as  to 
make  their  leadership  apparent  at  a 
glance.  Then  will  come  the  asking  by 
a  considerable  number  of  Americans  of 
that  far-reaching  question  "Why?" 

I  have  reduced  the  results  of  a  some- 
what exhaustive  investigation  of  the 
subject  of  railway  accidents  in  Europe 
and  the  United  States  to  certain  dia- 
grams, which  are  herewith  presented, 
and  put  the  vital  question  of  the  case 
in  the  simplest  possible  form.  In 
order  to  eliminate  technicalities  as  far 
as  possible,  the  mass  of  tabulations  on 
which  the  diagrams  are  based  are 
omitted,  but  all  the  figures  involved 
in  the  diagrams  may  be  relied  on  as 
officially  authentic 

In  United  States,  5.1  (A). 

In  Europe  at  large,  1.4  (B). 

In  United  Kingdom,  1.3  (C). 

Digram  A — Number  of  passengers 
killed  by  railroad  accidents  to  every 
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10,000,000  carried  In  the  United  States 
in  1908. 

Diagram  B — ^Number  of  passengers 
killed  in  Europe  for  every  10,000,000 
carried  in  1903. 

Diagram  C — ^Number  of  passengers 
killed  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  every 
10,000,000  carried  in  1903. 

As  the  latest  complete  figures  for 
railroad  accidents  in  all  European 
countries  now  available  are  those  for 
the  year  1903  the  comparisons  are  on 
that  basis — the  figures  in  the  United 
States  being  those  for  the  year  ending 
June  80,  1903, — ^and  the  totals  are  as 
follows: 

United  Kingdom:  Total  mileage, 
22,435;  passengers  carried,  195,265,- 
195;  passengers  killed,  156;  injured, 
3,413;  total  casualties,  killed  1,243,  in- 
jured 18,557. 

All  Europe:  Total  mileage,  173,301; 
passengers  carried,  3,396,981,501;  pas- 
sengers killed,  486;  injured,  5,776; 
total  casualties,  killed  5,378,  injured 
30,907. 

United  States:  Total  mileage,  207,- 
977;  passengers  carried,  695,891,535; 
passengers  killed,  355;  injured,  8,235; 
total  casualties,  killed  9,840,  injured 
76,553. 

These  figures  show  that  while  all  the 
railroads  of  Europe  combined  carried 
nearly  five  times  as  many  passengers 
as  did  those  of  the  United  States,  the 
total  number  of  passengers  killed  was 
only  one-third  larger;  although  the 
railroads  of  the  United  Kingdom  car- 
ried about  one  and  three-quarters 
times  as  many  passengers  as  did  ours, 
the  total  accidents  to  passengers  num- 
bered less  than  one-half  as  many  as  in 
the  United  States,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  really  greater  passenger  trafllc  of 
the  United  Kingdom  was  restricted  to 
less  than  one-ninth  of  the  mileage  of 
the  American  railroads,  thereby  of 
course  greatly  increasing  the  density 
of  traffic  and  the  resultant  danger  of 


accidents.  Otherwise  stated,  the  rail- 
roads of  Europe  carried  6,989,674  pas- 
sengers for  each  one  killed,  and  the 
railroads  of  the  United  Kingdom  7,661,- 
956  for  each  one  killed;  whereas,  in 
the  United  States,  only  1,957,441  pas- 
sengers were  carried  for  each  one 
killed.  In  non-fatal  accidents  to  pas- 
sengers the  United  States  unquestion- 
ably leads  both  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Europe  at  large,  but  reports  of 
such  accidents  are  much  more  compre- 
hensive in  the  two  great  Anglo-Saxon 
countries  than  in  that  of  most  of  the 
continental  countries  of  Europe.  The 
figures  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
United  States  may  safely  be  compared, 
whereas  the  showing  for  all  Europe 
might  be  taken  with  several  grains  of 
salt  With  this  reservation,  it  appears 
from  the  official  reports  that  for  each 
passenger  injured  there  were  actually 
carried  588,120  on  all  of  the  railroads 
of  Europe,  and  350,210  on  all  of  the 
lines  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  com- 
pared with  only  84,424  passengers  car- 
ried for  each  passenger  Injured  on  the 
railroads  of  the  United  States. 

The  figures  for  the  number  of  passen- 
gers and  employes  killed  in  train  acci- 
dents— in  other  words,  in  collisions  and 
derailments, — are  really  much  more  re- 
liable indices  of  the  volume  of  rail- 
road accidents  than  are  the  total  fig- 
ures for  so-called  ''railroad  accidents" 
which  are  commonly  cited,  the  latter 
figures  including  all  Injuries  due  to 
jumping  or  falling  from  trains  or  In- 
curred by  "trespassers" — ^the  latter  In 
the  case  of  the  United  Staes  aggregat- 
ing more  than  one-half  of  the  total  re- 
ported by  the  Inter-State  Commerce 
Commission. 

By  tabulating  the  reports  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  five  years  end- 
ing December  31,  1905,  I  find  that  of 
the  5,958,676,186  passengers  then  car- 
ried only  76  were  killed  and  only  2,907 
injured  from  "accidents  to  trains,  roU- 
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ing  stock,  permanent  way,  etc./'  In  the 
United  Kingdom,  whereas  a  similar 
tabulation  from  the  reports  of  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Commission 
shows  that,  in  the  United  States,  of 
3,559,024,389  passengers  carried  in  five 
years  ending  June  30,  1906,  1,126  were 
killed,  25,704  injured  in  collisions  and 
derailments  only.  In  the  case  of  rail- 
road employes  thus  killed  or  injured 
the  showing  of  the  United  States  is 
even  worse,  only  34  employes  being 
killed  and  638  injured  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  while  8,017  employes  were 
killed  and  26,334  injured  in  accidents 
of  this  character  in  the  United  States. 
Inyestlgation  shows  that  the  increase 
of  accidents  of  later  years  has  far  ex- 
ceeded the  increase  in  density  and  vol- 
ume of  traffic.  Tabulations  of  the  fig- 
ures of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Com- 
mission's report  for  the  ten  years  end- 
ing June,  1905,  show  that  the  average 
Increase  in  density  and  volume  of  traf- 
fic—"density  of  traffic"  being  gauged 
by  the  number  of  passengers  and 
freight  carried  one  mile  per  mile  of 
line — in  that  decade  was  82.96  per 
cent;  on  the  other  hand,  the  average 
increase  in  the  number  of  passengers 
and  employes  killed  was  150.74  per 
cent.,  and  the  average  Increase  in  the 
case  of  passengers  and  employes  in- 
jured was  250.19  per  cent.,  despite  the 
general  forced  adoption  of  automatic 
couplers  and  train  brakes.  The  results 
in  detail  of  this  tabulation  are  pre- 
sented In  diagram  D. 

IvcBEABED  Strain  on  Trainmsn. 

Casualties  to  passengers: 

Increase  in  number  of  carried 
one  mile 95.27% 

Increase  In  number  of  passen- 
gers killed   225.88% 

Increase  in  number  of  passen- 
gers Injured 344.29% 

Casualties  to  employes: 

Increase  In    total   number   of 
employes  76.07% 


hicrease  in  number  of  em- 
ployes killed   85.59% 

Increase  in  number  of  em- 
ployes injured 160.09% 

Increase  in  volume  of  traffic 
(freight  and  passenger) 107.03% 

Increase  in  number  of  train- 
men     68.12% 

Increase  In  average  strain  on 
trainman  as  measured  by 
ratio  of  Increase  in  traffic. . .  23.15% 

DlAQBAJ£  D. 

Showing  increase  in  American  rail- 
road accidents  in  the  decade  ending 
June  30, 1905,  and  the  probably  correla- 
tive increase  in  the  strain  of  the  train- 
man. 

In  the  last-named  diagram  I  have  in- 
cluded one  item  from  which  the  rail- 
roads will  probably  dlssent--and  sharp- 
ly dissent— namely,  the  line  showing 
the  apparent  increase  in  strain  of  the 
individual  trainman.  The  calculation 
of  this  increase  Is,  to  a  certain  extent, 
theoretical,  whereas  all  the  other  cal- 
culations In  diagram  D  are  purely 
mathematical,  but  it  may  fairly  be  re- 
garded as  an  important  factor  among 
those  responsible  for  the  startling  in- 
crease In  railroad  accidents.  Here,  in 
a  nutshell,  are  the  official  figures  upon 
which  the  calculation  is  based,  engine- 
men,  firemen,  conductors  and  all  other 
trainmen  being  included  under  the 
headline  of  ''number  of  trainmen": 

Tear  ending  June  30,  1905,  total 
number  of  trainmen 265,175 

Tear  ending  June  30,  1895,  total 
number  of  trainmen 157,735 

Increase    107,444 

Total  number  of  pas- 
sengers carried  in  1905 
(per  mile)   23,800,140,436 

Total  number  of  pas- 
sengers carried  in  1895 
(per  mile)   12,188.446.271 

Increase    11,611.703,165 

Number  of  passengers  per  train- 
man carried  one  mile  in  1905.  89,753 
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Number  of  passengers  per  train- 
man carried  one  mile  in  1895.  77,244 

Increase    12,479 

Number  of  tons  of  freight 

carried    one    mile    in 

1905    186,467.109,510 

Number  of  tons  of  freight 

carried    one    mile    in 

1895    85,227,515,891 

Increase    101,235,503,619 

Number  of  tons  per  trainman 

in  1905    703,170 

Number  of  tons  per  trainman 

in  1895    540,335 

Increase    162,835 

By  the  simple  process  of  division  it 
becomes  apparent  that  the  increase  in 
the  ratio  of  passenger  and  freight 
traffic  per  trainman  carried  one  mile  in 
the  decade  1895-1905  were  respectively 
15.16  per  cent,  and  30.14  per  cent.,  thus 
making  the  average  ratio  of  increase 
per  trainman  in  the  volume  of  passen- 
ger and  freight  traffic  23.15  per  cent. 
To  be  sure,  debatable  discounts  might 
be  made  on  account  of  partially  coun- 
terbalancing changes  in  equipment  and 
operating  methods  in  the  decade  in 
question,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
there  was  a  material  increase  in  the 
strain  per  trainman,  and  the  above 
tabulation  approximates  that  increased 
strain  on  the  only  basis  by  which  it 
can  be  computed  from  the  Inter-State 
Commerce  Commission's  reports. 

Mr.  Lucius  Tuttle,  president  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  for  fourteen 
years  and  one  of  the  most  experienced 
railroad  men  in  this  country,  an- 
nounced, about  three  years  ago,  his  de- 
liberate conclusion  that  the  large  num- 
ber of  recent  railroad  wrecks  could 
only  be  accounted  for  on  the  theory 
that  in  some  cases  the  brain  of  the  men 
in  charge  of  the  ill-fated  trains  had 
momentarily  failed  to  work.  Why  did 
the  brains  of  the  men  in  question  fail 
to   work?     Would   not  the   increased 


strain  per  trainman  partially  account 
for  the  failure?  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  increased  strain  per  trainman  is 
a  matter  that  has  not  yet  received  any- 
thing like  the  serious  consideration  it 
deserves  in  the  discussion  of  Ameri- 
can railroad  accidents. 

Scores,  if  not  hundreds,  of  "explana- 
tions" of  the  steadily  increasing  num- 
ber of  American  railroad  accidents 
have  been  offered,  and  many  attempts 
at  analyzing  the  cause  of  the  increase 
have  been  made,  but  nothing  like  a 
satisfactory  diagram  of  the  situation 
will  be  made  until  a  painstaking  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  problem  has 
been  instituted  and  completed  by  the 
United  States  Government. 

OUB  DiSREGABD  OF  HUMAN  LiFE. 

In  my  opinion  the  basic  cause  of  this 
country's  appalling  leadership — and 
steadily  increasing  leadership — in  rail- 
road accidents  is  to  be  found  in  cer- 
tain temperamental  weaknesses  of  the 
American  character.  It  is  the  easiest 
thing  fn  the  world  to  charge  the  evil 
in  its  entirety  up  to  the  ''soulless"  rail- 
road corporations.  But  are  not  the  cor- 
porations in  question  exclusively  made 
up  of  Americans  and  run  by  Americans 
for  Americans,  thus  reflecting  the 
American  character  in  every  phase  of 
their  operations  from  switchman  to 
president?  Does  the  government  of 
our  great  railroad  corporations  mater- 
ially differ  from  the  government  of 
other  great  commercial  corporations, 
or  the  government  of  our  cities  and 
states,  and  the  nation  at  large?  Every 
one  of  these  governments  keeps  its  ear 
close  to  the  ground,  and  is  quick  to 
respond  to  the  real  demands  of  the 
clientele  to  which  it  looks  for  support. 

Just  now  money  is  the  first  and  fore- 
most goal  of  the  American  people; 
personal  safety  and  security  are  mat- 
ters of  secondary  consideration.  In  so 
far  as  the  railroad  service  of  the  coun- 
try is  concerned,  the  loudest  demands 
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of  the  public  are  those  for  abundant 
passenger  and  freight  facilities,  and 
for  the  greatest  possible  speed;  if 
there  has  been  any  real  demand  for  in- 
creased safety  in  railroad  management 
and  possibly  decreased  speed — if  neces- 
sary— it  has  not  been  loudly  expressed. 
In  default  of  such  demand  can  the  rail- 
road companies  be  expected  of  their 
own  volition  to  introduce  the  bloclc 
signal  system  on  a  wholesale  basis, 
Install  proper  protection  at  all  grade 
crossings,  substitute  steel  for  wooden 
cars,  and  tsike  all  of  the  other  costly 
steps  which  would  materially  reduce 
the  number  of  railroad  accidents? 

The  Indiffebence  of  the  Pubuc. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  American 
people  have  shown  practically  no  seri- 
ous interest  in  the  subject.  The  reason 
for  this  apathy  is  two-fold;  first  and 
foremost  is  that  singular  trait  of  Amer- 
ican character  which  has  so  often  been 
noted  by  foreign  obserrers,  namely,  the 
apparent  lack  of  ability  to  maintain 
sustained  interest  in  a  given  subject. 
In  the  second  place,  mere  figures  have 
no  attraction  for  the  average  man.  The 
accident  figures  so  often  cited  by  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Commission's  re- 
ports convey  no  definite,  tangible 
meaning  to  most  readers  of  the  dally 
papers  and  magazines;  consequently 
very  few  Americans  know  that  several 
times  as  many  people  are  killed  and 
maimed  for  each  one  carried  on  Ameri- 
can railroads  as  in  practically  any 
other  civilized  country.  Hence  there 
has  been  no  serious  demand  for  an 
abatement  of  the  evil  up  to  date.  Prob- 
ably next  in  importance  to  racial  weak- 
ness of  character  by  way  of  causes  for 
the  steady  increase  in  our  railroad 
accidents  is  the  looseness  of  manage- 
ment of  our  railroad  employes. 

OlSBEGASD  OF  TraIN   ObDEBS. 

An    examination    of    the    Quarterly 
Accident  Bulletins  issued  by  the  Inter- 


State  Commerce  Commission  shows 
that  the  vast  majority  of  collisions  and 
derailments  are  due  to  disobedience  of 
train  orders.  This  disobedience  is 
either  due  to  carelessness  or  is  fostered 
by  the  engineer's  knowledge  that  his 
duty  is  to  bring  his  train  in  on  time  if 
he  can  possibly  do  so.  Comparatively 
few  railroad  accidents  are  due  to  un- 
preventable  causes;  the  great  majority 
are  due  to  some  employe's  mistake  or 
deliberate  mistake  or  deliberate  de- 
fiance of  the  rules. 

There  is  a  variety  of  explanations  of 
these  shortcomings.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  the  railroad  managers  of  the 
present  day  are  primarily  responsible, 
and  the  influences  of  organized  labor 
secondarily  responsible.  The  greater 
demand  for  dividend  earnings  the 
greater  demand  for  minimized  expenses 
and  the  less  the  attention  paid  to  the 
enforcement  of  rules.  When  the  stock 
ticker  is  brought  in  one  door  of  the 
railroad  magnate's  office,  more  or  less 
of  his  interest  in  the  detail  of  train- 
men's work  goes  out  at  the  other  door. 

The  trainmen  recognize  that  fact,  be- 
come disgruntled  with  their  wages 
when  they  read  that  the  company's 
president  has  made  millions  by  a  single 
deal,  and  some  employes  have  been 
known  to  view  with  considerable  com- 
placency the  smash-up  of  engines  and 
cars  committed  to  their  care,  so  long 
as  their  responsibility  for  the  accident 
could  not  be  proved. 

It  is  not  the  lack  of  the  block  signal 
system  on  the  vast  majority  of  the 
American  lines;  it  is  not  any  serious 
defect  in  track  or  train  equipment;  it 
is  not  the  tremendous  increase  in  the 
volume  of  traffic  in  recent  years;  it  is 
not  the  constant  pressure  for  increased 
sp^ed  at  any  cost — though  increased 
speed  means,  of  course,  increased 
chance  of  accident;  it  is  none  of  these 
individual  causes  which  is  priniarily 
responsible  for  the  alarming  increase 
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in  railroad  accidents  in  this  country. 
The  primary  cause,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  men  who  have  carefully  studied  the 
subject,  is  the  recklessness  of  the 
American  temperament  manifested 
alike  by  the  railroad  president  and  the 
railroad  trainman. 


THE  AMERICAN  WORKINGMAN. 

By  Rxy.  Ch^eles  Stelzle. 

He  may  live  in  a  tenement,  but  he  is 
the  backbone  of  this  republic.  He  is 
the  most  highly  skilled  artisan  in  the 
world.  It  is  because  of  this  that  we 
are  the  most  prosperous  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  America  learned  the 
lesson  earlier  than  any  other  nation, 
that  no  people  can  advance  unless  they 
take  with  them  the  common,  everyday 
man.  Furthermore,  America  learned 
the  lesson  sooner  than  any  other  na- 
tion, that  the  prosperity  of  the  whole 
people  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of 
the  workingman.  He  has  not  received 
all  that  to  which  he  is  enUtled.  Any 
man  would  be  a  fool  to  say  that  the 
present  social  system  is  ideal,  in  any 
land.  But  the  labor  movement  is  rap- 
idly bringing  in  the  day  when  the 
workingman  shall  come  to  his  own. 

The  American  workingman  is  an  in- 
dependent, free-acting  citizen.  Any 
man,  be  he  labor  leader  or  politician, 
or  labor  leader  and  politician,  who 
says  that  he  carries  in  his  vest-pocket 
the  vote  of  the  American  workingman, 
is  a  liar.  If  he  really  believes  it,  he  is 
a  fool.  When  the  American  working- 
man  does  follow  a  leader,  it  is  because 
that  leader  has  made  good,  or  because 
the  principles  which  he  is  advocating 
appeal  to  the  workingman's  good  sense. 
The  American  workingman  claims  the 
right  to  protest  against  any  condition 
which  he  believes  is  against  the  inter- 
est of  the  people.  He  fought  long  for 
religious  democracy.  He  fought  hard 
for  political  democracy.     He  is  going 


to  win  the  fight  for  industrial  democ- 
racy. 

The  American  workingman  has  so 
long  breathed  the  air  of  democracy^ 
that  he  hates  patronage  or  paternal- 
ism. While  he  appreciates  a  clean 
shop  and  pure  air,  he  despises  the 
splutter  some  folks  are  making  about 
social  welfare  work.  All  he  asks  is  a 
square  deal,  then  he  will  not  need 
those  benevolent  enterprises. 

The  American  workingman  is  not  a 
lawless  revolutionist  Anarchy  of  the 
bomb-throwing  type  does  not  appeal  to 
him.  He  is  demanding  that  the  wo- 
men folks  shall  receive  equal  pay  for 
equal  work.  He  is  the  champion  of 
little  children  in  his  fight  against 
child-labor.  The  American  working- 
man  is  helping  to  Americanize  the  im- 
migrant No  other  institution  is  doing 
more  in  this  respect  than  American 
labor  unions.  He  is  breaking  down  an- 
tagonisms that  separate  men  of  difCer- 
ent  religious  creeds.  He  is  obliterat- 
ing the  color  line.  He  is  fighting  for 
universal  peace. 


"BEST  Of  ALL'' 

Do  you  use  UNION-MADE)  flour? 

Or  do  you  purchase  that  SCAB  ar- 
ticle manufactured  in  Minneapolis? 

Do  you  know  there  is  such  a  thing? 
as  UNION-MADE  flour?    No? 

Well,  there  is  such  a  thing  on  the 
market  as  UNION  MADE  flour,  and 
the  editor  of  your  Joubnal  purchases 
nothing  else,  and  can  truthfully  say 
there  is  no  better  flour  on  earth. 

What  is  the  brand? 

''Best  of  Air*  is  the  name  of  the 
brand,  and  it  was  RIGHTLY  named, 
as  it  is  all  that  the  naihe  implies,  and 
even  then  you  do  not  get  a  true  con- 
ception of  the  merits  of  this  article. 

Liet  the  editor  tell  you  something 
more  why  UNION  MEN  should  buy  this 
product  of  one  of  the  FAIREST  manu- 
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facturers  in  the  United  States  towards 
employes. 

"Beet  of  All"  is  manufactured  by 
the  George  Tlleston  Milling  Company 
of  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  This  concern  was 
founded  by  George  Tlleston,  whom  his 
friends  are  pleased  to  call  ''the  biggest 
little  man  that  the  good  Lord  ever 
made."  He  paid  UNION  wages  and  in- 
augurated the  eight-hour  day  in  this 
plant  long  before  there  was  such  a 
thing  as  a  union  of  flour  and  mill  em- 
ployes, and  the  general  policy  of  this 
concern,  as  shaped  and  laid  out  by 
him,  has  been  carried  forward  to  this 
day. 

Are  these  not  sufficient  reasons  why 
we  should  demand  from  our  grocers 
"Best  of  All"? 

Here,  here! 

Read  the  letter  from  A.  B.  Kelling- 
ton.  International  Secretary  of  the  In- 
ternational Union  of  Flour  and  Cereal 
Mill  Employes. 

Note  where  he  states,  "this  mill  was 
the  FIRST  in  the  WORLD  to  estab- 
lish the  eight-hour  day,  and  VOLUN- 
TARILY at  that 

REIMEMBER  the  brand,  "Best  of 
All,"  and  DEMAND  that  your  grocer 
carry  it  in  stock. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Sept.  7,  1907. 

Deab  Sib  and  Bbothes — ^We  desire 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  George  Tlleston  Milling  Company 
of  St  Cloud,  Minn.,  was  the  first  in 
the  United  States,  yes,  in  the  world, 
to  grant  the  elghthour  day  to  their 
employes,  and  voluntarily  at  that 
Every  eligible  employe  of  theirs  is  a 
member  of  our  Local  No.  71,  and  the 
best  of  feeling  always  prevails  be- 
tween the  firm  and  the  men.  They 
operate  the  largest  spring  wheat  mill, 
using  our  union  label,  and  we  believe 
are  deserving  of  patronage  from  all 
organized  labor  and  friends,  and  we 
sincerely  hope  members  of  your  or- 


ganization will  bear  in  mind  that 
their  flour  is  on  sale  in  your  city, 
known  as  "The  Best  of  All,"  manu- 
factured by  the  George  Tlleston  Mill- 
ing Company,  and  is  an  eight-hour 
union-made  product,  made  from  the 
best  Minnesota  wheat  and  guaranteed 
to  give  satisfaction  to  all. 

By  assisting  in  creating  a  demand 
for  this  flour  you  will  be  of  material 
benefit  in  helping  us  to  Increase  the 
membership  of  our  organization.  The 
union  label  is  our  strongest  weapon, 
and  if  we  can  once  get  the  union  men 
and  women  of  the  country  demanding 
our  union  label  on  the  flour  they  buy 
the  mill  owners  will  be  as  anxious  to 
welcome  an  organizer  as  the  men 
themselves  are.  Remember,  the  brand 
is  "Best  of  All." 

Tours  fraternally, 
Intebnational  Union  of  Floxjb  and 
Cebbal  Mill  Emplotks. 

A.  E.  Kellinqton, 
International  Sec'y-Treas. 


Cheer  up,  wage-slaves,  the  worst  is 
yet  to  come. 


Roosevelt  advocates  the  lowering  of 
the  tariff  on  wood  pulp.  This  will  rob 
scrip  of  part  of  its  value.  See?  Make 
paper  cheaper. 


What  is  the  difference  between  a 
walking  delegate  and  a  traveling  sales- 
man? Just  this:  one  represents  labor 
and  the  other  represents  capitalism. 


One  Gresham,  ex-Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1896  told  us  cheap  money 
will  always  drive  dear  money  (gold) 
out  of  circulation.  At  that  time  the 
argument  was  used  against  the  free 
coinage  of  silver,  and  all  patriots  (?) 
were  afraid  the  country  would  go  to 
perdition  if  we  voted  for  "dishonest" 
dollars.  These  same  patriots  (?)  have 
now  resorted  to  the  free  coinage  of 
paper.    How  their  ideas  do  change! 
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A  VICTORY  FOR  THE  SWITCH- 
MEN'S UNION.   * 

The  temporary  injunction  granted 
by  United  States  Circuit  Court  Judge 
Hazel  against  the  Switchmen's  Union 
of  North  America,  on  complaint  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  ft  Western 
Railroad,  was  dissolved  after  argu- 
ments were  made  and  the  merits  of 
the  case  reviewed  before  the  aforesaid 
Judge. 

The  dissolution  of  this  Injunction 
has  been  hailed  as  a  great  victory  for 
organized  labor,  and  especially  for  this 
union.  In  face  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  C. 
J.  Phillips,  Division  Superintendent, 
committed  PERJURY  in  one  of  his 
affidavits  in  his  bill  of  complaints.  Of 
this  we  may  have  more  to  say  in  a 
future  issue. 

The  case  in  review  and  the  opinion 
of  the  judge  is  here  submitted,  which 
explains  the  cause  of  action  and  cir- 
cumstances leading  thereto: 

CiBcurr  CoUBT  of  the  United  States, 

Western  District  of  New  York. 

In  Equity. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  k 
Western   Railroad  Company, 

Complainant, 
against 

The  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America,  Buffalo 
Lodge  No.  4  of  the  Switch- 
men's Union  of  North  Amer- 
ica; William  Jordan,  as 
PREsmENT  of  Buffalo  Lodge 
No.  4  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America; 
F.  T.  Hawley,  Robert  W. 
FYynn,  S.  E.  Heberling,  B.  D. 
Jackson,  M.  R.  Welch,  P.  M. 
Cassidy,  D.  a.  Harshbaroer 
(whose  first  names  are  un- 
known); John  Doe  and 
Richard  Roe.  Defendants, 

Rogers,  Locke  &  Babcock.  Louis  L. 

Babcock,  for  Complainant. 


Henry  W.   KUleen,  V.   H.  Riordan. 
for  Defendants. 
Hazel,  J. 

This  motion  is  for  an  injunction 
pendente  lite  in  an  action  brought  by 
the  Delaware.  Lackawanna  k  West- 
ern Railroad  Company  against  The 
Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America; 
F.  T.  Hawley,  Its  president;  Buffalo 
Lodge  No.  4,  of  said  Switchmen's 
Union,  and  William  Jordan,  ito  presi- 
dent, together  with  several  other  In- 
dividuals named  in  the  bill,  who  it  la 
alleged  combined  and  conspired  to  in- 
terfere with  and  obstruct  complain- 
ant's business  and  to  compel  or  induce 
by  intimidation  the  switchmen  em- 
ployed by  the  complainant  to  break  a 
certain  subsisting  service  contract, 
dated  November  20.  f906,  which  ex- 
pires on  January  1,  1908,  or  thereafter 
upon  thirty  days'  notice  of  revision 
given  by  either  party.  The  contract 
in  behalf  of  the  complainant  Is  signed 
by  its  general  superintendent,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  switchmen  by  R.  W. 
Flynn,  general  chairman. 

On  Nov-wnber  23,  1907.  an  ad  In- 
terim injunction  was  granted  restrain- 
ing the  defendants  from  combining 
and  conspiring  with  each  other  to  in- 
duce the  complainant's  switchmen  to 
violate  their  service  contract,  and 
from  threatening,  compelling,  or  in- 
timidating such  employee  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Switchmen's  Union  to  dis- 
regard such  service  contract  and  quit 
the  employ  of  the  complainant.  All 
the  defendants  have  appeared  herein, 
excepting  the  individual  defendants 
Heberling  and  Flynn,  and  filed  a  joint 
answer  denying  the  alleged  combina- 
tion to  induce  a  strike  and  averring 
that  the  employes  have  grievances  and 
that  the  validity  of  the  contract  is 
denied  by  them.  It  is  also  specifically 
denied  that  any  of  the  defendants 
have  combined  and  conspired  to  inter- 
fere with,  hinder  or  obstruct  the  busi- 
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ness  of  the  complainant,  but  assert 
that  the  switchmen  In  the  employ  of 
the  complainant  themselves  took  the 
poll  and  that  If  a  strike  is  declared 
they  Intend  to  leave  the  employ  of  the 
complainant  in  a  peaceable  and  law- 
ful manner. 

A  motion  to  continue  the  injunction 
during  the  pendency  of  this  action  is 
now  before  us.  I  have  given  careful 
consideration  to  the  subject  matter 
and  affidavits  read  on  both  sides  and 
the  authorities,  and  am  constrained  to 
deny  the  application  and  vacate  the 
existing  restraining  order.  The  basis 
for  the  exercise  of  the  injunctive  pow- 
ers of  the  court  must  be  the  actual  or 
threatened  interference  with  the  prop- 
erty rights  of  the  complainant  and  to 
invoke  such  powers,  which  imply  the 
punishment  for  an  infraction  of  the 
order  of  the  court,  the  unlawful  inter- 
ference or  threatened  interference 
must  be  satisfactorily  shown.  The 
specific  allegations  of  the  bill  alleging 
interference  and  unlawful  inducement 
to  strike  or  to  cease  work  is  that  the 
defendants  under  the  direction  of  said 
Hawley,  the  president  of  the  Switch- 
men's Union,  caused  a  poll  of  the 
switchmen  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
plainant to  be  taken  declaratory  of  a 
strike  or  no  strike,  and  the  poll  hav- 
ing been  in  favor  of  a  strike,  that  the 
said  Hawley  intends  to  conduct  the 
same  pursuant  to  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  defendant  Switchmen's 
Union  and  its  subordinate' lodge,  Buf- 
falo Lodge  No.  4.  The  bill  and  affi- 
davits of  complainant  reveal  an  ab- 
sence of  sufficient  facts  by  which  the 
court  may  perceive  that  there  was  or 
is  threatened  any  unlawful  interferr 
ence  by  the  defendants  with  complain- 
ant's property  rights  by  way  of  induce- 
ment, enticement,  threats  or  intimida- 
tion to  cause  such  threatened  strike. 
That  workmen  may  strike  or  quit 
their  employment  ad  libitum  is  well 


recognized  by  all  the  authorities,  and 
that  they  may  do  so  singly  or  in  con- 
cert even  though  it  be  in  violation  of 
their  service  contract  has  also  been 
held.  In  Hopkins  vs.  Oxley  Stave  Co. 
(83  Fed.  Rep.,  912),  the  principle  is 
thus  stated: 

"The  courts  have  invariably  upheld 
the  right  of  individuals  to  form  labor 
organizations  for  the  protection  of  the 
interests  of  the  laboring  classes,  and 
have  denied  the  power  to  enjoin  the 
members  of  such  associations  from 
withdrawing  peaceably  from  any  ser- 
vice, either  singly  or  in  a  body,  even 
where  such  withdrawal  involves  a 
breach  of  contract." 

And  in  Arthur  vs.  Oakes  (63  Fed. 
Rep.,  310),  an  earlier  case,  Mr.  Justice 
Harlan,  sitting  in  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  Seventh  Circuit, 
and  writing  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
says: 

"Those  employes  having  taken  ser- 
vice, first  with  the  company  and 
afterwards  with  the  receivers,  under 
a  general  contract  of  employment, 
which  did  not  limit  the  exercise  of 
the  rVght  to  quit  the  service,  their 
peaceable  co-operation  as  the  result 
of  friendly  argument,  persuasion,  or 
conference  among  themselves,  in  as- 
serting the  right  of  each  and  all  to 
refuse  further  service  under  a  sched- 
ule of  reduced  wages,  would  not  have 
been  illegal  and  criminal,  although 
they  may  have  so  acted  in  the  firm 
belief  and  expectation  that  a  simul- 
taneous quitting  without  choice  would 
temporarily  inconvenience  the  receiv- 
ers and  the  public." 

The  court  broadly  held  that  the  em- 
ployes in  good  faith  and  peaceably  had 
the  right  to  leave  the  service  of  their 
employer,  but  without  injuring  or  in- 
terfering with  the  free  action  of  others. 
It  follows,  therefore,  whenever  a  con- 
spiracy is  alleged  that  it  must  be 
shown  that  the  intention  of  the  con* 
spirators  was  to  infilct  wrong  upon 
the  complainant,  and  if  the  defend- 
ants herein  acting  together  tried  to 
have  the  employes  break  their  con- 
tract or  urged  them  to  leave  the  em- 
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ploy  of  the  complainant  the  court  has 
power  to  interfere.  But  if  It  appear 
that  the  workmen  upon  their  individ- 
ual responsibility  desire  to  breach  the 
contract  and  quit  their  employment 
because  of  alleged  grievances  or  any 
other  reason  a  court  of  equity  will  not 
interfere.  Such  being  the  law,  how 
stands  the  case? 

The  only  justification  for  the  pre- 
liminary injunction  is  the  allegation 
that  the  defendants  Incited  or  coerced 
the  members  of  the  Union  employed 
by  complainant  to  violate  their  con- 
tract and  incited  them  to  stop  work 
in  a  body.  The  rule  is  conceded  by 
counsel  for  complainant  that  the 
switchmen  can  strike  singly  or  col- 
lectively as  the  result  of  their  individ- 
ual action,  though  such  action  may 
have  been  induced  by  cooperation  and 
lawful  persuasion.  The  law  does  not 
prohibit  workmen  from  holding  con- 
ferences and  discussing  their  griev- 
ances with  the  object  and  purpose  of 
striking  or  ceasing  work  at  a  precon- 
certed time,  and  it  is  only  when  such 
action  by  employes  is  accompanied  by 
acts  of  violence,  threats,  undue  per- 
suasion or  intimidation  or  such  wrong- 
ful method  as  will  Irreparably  injure 
the  aggrieved  party  that  resort  may  be 
had  to  a  court  of  equity  for  redress. 
The  workmen  are  not  forbidden  by 
law  from  seeking,  taking  or  following 
the  advice  of  the  officers  of  their  union 
or  labor  organization.  As  bearing 
upon  this  point  the  case  of  Thomas  vs. 
Cincinnati.  N.  O.  fit  T.  P.  Ry.  Co.  (62 
Fed.  Rep.,  803),  is  Instructive.  In 
that  case  Judge  Taft,  at  page  207, 
enunciated  the  doctrine  that  the  em- 
ployes have  labor  to  sell  and  accord- 
ingly have  the  right  to  accumulate  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  those  who  en- 
gage in  a  legal  strike.    He  says: 

"They  have  the  right  to  appoint  oill- 
cers  who  shall  advise  them  as  to  the 
course  to  be  taken  by  them  in  their 
relations  with  their  employer.     They 


may  unite  with  other  unions.  The 
officers  they  appoint,  or  any  other  per- 
son to  whom  they  may  choose  to 
listen,  may  advise  them  as  to  the 
proper  course  to  be  taken  by  them  in 
regard  to  their  employment,  or,  if  they 
choose  to  repose  such  authority  in  any 
one,  may  order  them,  on  pain  of  ex- 
pulsion from  their  union,  peaceably 
to  leave  the  employ  of  their  employer 
because  any  of  the  terms  of  the  em- 
ployment are  unsatisfactory." 

According  to  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  defendant  Switchmen's 
Union  and  of  the  subordinate  lodge  no 
strike  can  be  declared  on  any  system 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  members  on 
such  system  shall  first  have  voted  for 
the  same,  and  then  it  shall  be  con- 
ducted by  the  International  President 
Members  of  the  union  are  not  permit- 
ted to  engage  in  a  strike  or  encour- 
age any  other  member  to  engage  in 
one  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  employed  on  that 
system  and  that  of  the  International 
President  The  affidavits  read  on  this 
motion  disclose  that  the  poll  of  the 
members  has  already  been  taken  in 
favor  of  a  strike  and  that  the  sanction 
of  the  defendant  Hawley  is  required 
to  effectuate  the  same.  Is  the  con- 
sent of  the  President  in  connection 
with  the  asserted  direction  by  him  to 
take  the  poll  such  an  incitement  or 
inducement  to  strike  as  to  Justify  a 
continuance  of  the  injunction?  I 
think  not,  for,  as  already  mentioned, 
a  peaceable  strike  is  not  per  se  illegal, 
and  the  (lefendant  Hawley  acting 
under  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
the  Union  could,  at  the  request  of  the 
members,  advise  the  employes  as  to 
their  proper  and  lawful  action.  (Wa- 
bash R.  Co.  vs.  Hannahan.  121  Fed. 
Rep.,  548).  Under  the  by-laws  of  the 
Union  his  consent  to  strike  must  fol- 
low the  poll  to  strike,  and  seemingly 
is  necessary  before  the  striking  mem- 
bers can  require  their  officers  to  levy 
assessments  upon  the  members  to  pay 
the  expenses  and  benefits  provided  for. 
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Reference  was  made  by  complainant 
to  a  printed  circular  letter  purporting 
to  hare  been  Issued  by  the  Switch- 
men's Union  and  mailed  to  switchmen 
throughout  the  United  States,  solicit- 
ing mraibership  in  said  Union,  and 
practicaUy  inciting  a  strike.  Such  cir- 
cular, however,  is  not  entitled  to  pro- 
bative weight,  its  origin  and  author- 
ship not  being  prov^i,  and  it  appear- 
ing to  have  been  promptly  and  season- 
ably repudiated  by  the  Union.  In  the 
absence,  therefore,  of  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  the  defendants  have  unlaw- 
fully combined  and  conspired  to  in- 
duce, incite  or  Intimidate  the  members 
of  the  said  Union  to  strike  and  mali- 
ciously interfere  with  the  carrying  out 
of  the  contract  between  the  complain- 
ant and  its  employes,  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  continue  the  restraining 
order. 

Stress  is  laid  by  complainant  upon 
the  decision  recently  made  by  Judge 
Thompson,  in  Barnes  vs.  Berry  (156 
Fed.  Rep.,  78,  adv.  sheets),  but  in  that 
action  the  contract  was  between  two 
associations,  the  United  Typothetse  of 
America  and  the  International  Print- 
ing Pressmen  and  Assistants'  Union 
of  North  America.  It  appeared  that 
the  officers  of  the  Union  felt  aggrieved 
because  their  predecessors  had  not 
strongly  resisted  certain  provisions  o 
the  contract  which  excluded  the  recog- 
nition of  an  eight-hour  day  clause 
until  1909  and  a  proposed  closed-shop 
clause,  and  therefore  when  a  change 
in  the  contract  was  proposed  by  the 
TypothetaB  they  incited  strikes  and 
threatened  strikes  against  different 
members  of  the  Tsrpothetse  residing  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  unless 
their  demands  for  a  modification  of 
the  contract  were  consented  to.  This 
manifestly  was  a  case  where  the  em- 
ployes were  being  urged  and  induced 
to  strike  by  the  officers  of  their  union 
to  satisfy  their  desire    to    have  the 


eight-hour  day  clause  inserted,  they 
having  been  elected  officers  on  such 
an  issue.  The  court  properly  held 
that  the  officers  of  the  defendant  or- 
ganization could  not  exercise  their 
power  unlawfully  over  its  members 
for  the  purpose  of  repudiating  the 
contract  and  compel  the  inauguration 
of  "closed  shop"  which  was  contrary 
to  public  policy,  and  the  incitement, 
inducement  or  coercion  of  the  men  to 
resort  to  a  strike  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  to  compel  a  change  in  the 
contract  In  the  case  at  bar  it  may 
be  conceded  that  the  defendants  have 
influence  over  the  switchmen  employed 
on  complainant's  road,  yet  that  such 
influence  has  been  Improperly  exer- 
cised in  view  of  the  rule  of  law  per- 
mitting employes  to  strike  ovea  though 
they  have  entered  into  a  service  con- 
tract is  not  clear.  If  I  were  satisfied 
that  the  men  were  unlawfully  insti- 
gated, incited  or  urged  by  the  defend- 
ants to  sever  their  service  contract  of 
employment,  which  is  claimed  to  re- 
main in  force  until  January  1,  1908, 
or  thereafter  until  either  party  gives 
thirty  days'  notice  of  a  desired  re- 
vision, I  would  not  hesitate  to  grant 
the  injunction.  But  even  assuming 
that  the  poll  of  the  employes  was  di- 
rected to  be  taken  by  the  defendants, 
as  claimed  in  the  bill,  it  cannot  be 
held  as  a  matter  of  law  in  the  absence 
of  satisfactory  proof  of  a  combination 
or  conspiracy  to  break  a  valid  con- 
tract, that  such  acts  on  their  part 
standing  alone  presume  unlawful  in- 
citement, persuasion  or  coercion  of 
the  members  of  the  Union  to  engage 
in  an  illegal  srlke. 

It  is  further  claimed  by  the  com- 
plainant that  the  correspondence  in 
evidence,  passing  between  it  and  vari- 
ous officers  of  the  Union  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  conference  to  discuss  the 
grievances  of  the  switchmen  and  the 
request  for  increased    wages,  should 
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be  considered  as  showing  that  the  de- 
fendants initiated  the  alleged  dissatis- 
faction among  the  employes  with  a 
wrongful  intention  to  injure  the  com- 
plainant in  its  business.  But  upon 
this  point  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  defendants  had  the  right  to  select 
a  committee  to  request  a  conference 
and  to  represent  them,  and,  moreover, 
they  could  if  they  chose  to  do  so  dele- 
gate an  officer  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  to  represent  them  and  to  advo 
cate  an  adjustment  of  their  grievances 
and  difficulties  with  a  view  of  effec- 
tuating an  amicable  arrangement. 
The  motion  is  denied. 


FIRST  IN  TWENTY  YEARS. 

It  is  almost  twenty  years  since 
switchmen  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  had  a 
lodge  of  their  own. 

In  the  days  of  the  Switchmen's  Mu- 
tual Aid  Association,  Lincoln  was  a 
member  of  the  Switchmen's  Union, 
and  the  number  of  the  lodge  was  29. 

In  1888  came  the  engineers'  strike 
on  the  "Q,"  and  through  sympathy  the 
Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid  Association 
became  involved.  The  strike  was 
lost,  and  down  and  out  went  almost 
every  lodge  of  the  Switchmen's  Union 
on  the  C,  B.  &  Q.,  Lincoln  included. 

Now,  after  a  lapse  of  almost  twenty 
years.  First  Vice-President  Heberling 
has  succeeded  in  unfurling  to  the 
breezes  in  Lincoln  the  banner  of  B., 
H.  and  P.  On  the  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber he  instituted  a  lodge  with  17  char- 
ter members,  which  promises  to  be  a 
flourishing  lodge  within  a  few  weeks. 

This  lodge  will  be  hailed  and  known 
as  Lincoln  Lodge  No.  120. 

Let  us  hope  that  Lincoln  will  ever 
retain  its  place  in  our  roster. 


WILL  DANCL 

Queen  City  Lodge  No.  6  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary to  the  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America,  has  completed  arrange- 
ments to  hold  its  annual  ball  January 
22,  19(^,  in  Conley's  Dancing  Academy, 
640  Main  street. 

As  on  similar  occasions,  Hurlburt's 
Orchestra  will  furnish  the  music, 
which  is  a  guarantee  that  the  ladles 
employ  the  best  that  the  city  of  Buf- 
falo affords. 

All  Buffalo  and  near-by  lodges  of  the 
S.  U.  are  cordially  Invited,  and  It  is  to 
be  hoped  they  will  respond  liberally 
and  show  their  appreciation  of  the  good 
work  their  wives,  sisters  or  sweet- 
hearts are  engaged  in. 

Turn  out,  boys,  and  help  the  ladies! 
Remember  the  place,  Conley's  Dancing 
Academy,  the  neatest  and  coziest  hall 
in  the  city. 

Date,  January  22,  1908.  Tickets,  25 
cents. 


NOTICE  TO  CONTRIBUTORS 

Some  writers  to  the  Joubnal  are  in 
the  habit  of  copying  poems,  etc.,  and 
attaching  their  own  names  thereto. 
This  month  several  poems  thus  sent  in 
fail  to  appear  in  Joubital. 

Hereafter  if  you  wish  some  selection 
of  yours  to  be  published,  please  give 
name  of  author,  otherwise  no  attention 
will  be  given  to  what  you  have  taken 
great  pains  to  copy. 


From  present  indications,  it  seems 
we  are  about  to  return  to  the  use  of 
the  "shin-plaster." 


"Every  man  must  hoe  his  own  row"; 
but  how  are  you  going  to  hoe  your 
own  row  when  you  have  no  hoe?  Mr. 
Wage-slave,  your  hoe  is  your  job,  and 
in  this  land  of  abundance  there  are  not 
hoes  enough  to  go  around,  because  the 
system  under  which  we  are  living  finds 
it  more  profitable  to  have  wage-slaves 
fighting  for  hoes.  Scratch  yonr  head! 
Is  there  a  remedy? 
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THE  NEW  YEAR. 

The  year  just  ended  has  been  the 
most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  our 
Union;  more  than  3,000  having  been 
added  to  our  membership.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  year  1908  will  prove  equally 
as  successful  to  our  Union.  However, 
the  present  outlook  is  extremely 
gloomy.  In  New  York  City  178,000 
men  have  been  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment and  here  in  Buffalo  alone  30,000 
men  are  in  enforced  idleness  and  the 
same  conditions  obtain  throughout  the 
country.  In  the  face  of  these  dis- 
tressing circumstances  it  seems  tantal- 
izing mockery  to  greet  organized  labor 
with  that  stereotyped  phrase  "A  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Tear." 

How  must  this  greeting  sound  to 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  who  are  de- 
nied an  opportunity  to  provide  bread 
and  butter  for  a  famishing  family? 

Switchmen  and  brother  unionists, 
you  have  it  in  your  power  to  change 
these  conditions. 

Commence  to  exercise  the  gray  mat- 
ter in  your  craniums.  Study  eco- 
nomics. Ask  yourselves  have  you  been 
voting  your  class  interests? 


The  Nixon  Theatre  of  Washington, 
Pa.,  has  been  put  on  the  unfair  list  by 
the  Central  Trades  Assembly  of  that 
place. 


A  resolution:  "To  keep  my  health! 
to  do  my  work!  to  live!  to  see  to  it  I 
grow  and  gain  and  give!  Never  to 
look  behind  me  for  an  hour!  to  wait 
in  weakness  and  walk  in  power!  But 
always  fronting  forward  to  the  light! 
Always  and  always  facing  toward  the 
right!  Robbed,  starved,  or  defeated, 
fallen,  wide-astray — on,  with  what 
strength  I  have!    Back  to  the  way." 


JUST  SO. 

**If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me — 

If  both  of  us  could  clearly  see. 
And  with  an  inner  sight  divine 
The   meaning   of   your   heart    and 
mine. 
I'm  sure  that  we  would  differ  less 
And   clasp   our   hands   in   friendli- 
ness; 
Our  thoughts  would  pleasantly  agree 
If  I  knew  you  and  you  knew  me." 
— William  Clark  Black. 


In  1894  Grover  Cleveland,  against 
the  protest  of  John  P.  Altgeld,  Gov- 
ernor of  Illinois,  ordered  the  federal 
troops  to  Chicago  to  break  a  strike  that 
was  won.  Cleveland  was  a  Democrat. 
In  1907  Theodore  Roosevelt  ordered 
the  federal  troops  to  Goldfleld,  Nev.,  to 
break  a  strike  of  miners  who  were  re- 
belling against  a  20  per  cent,  reduc- 
tion in  wages;  also  against  the  issuing 
of  scrip  in  payment  of  their  wages,  and 
which  the  mine  owners  would  not  guar- 
antee to  protect  its  face  value.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  the  miners  were 
digging  the  gold  out  of  the  ground,  the 
mine  owners  took  advantage  of  the 
panic  to  reduce  wages  and  pay  their 
employes  off  in  scrip  worth  only  75c 
on  the  dollar.  This  precipitated  a 
strike  and  Governor  Sparks,  a  tool  of 
the  mine  owners,  telegraphed  "Teddy" 
for  troops,  and  **Teddy"  being  class- 
conscious,  immediately  obliged  the 
mine  owners.  Roosevelt  is  a  Repub- 
lican. Mr.  "Homy  Headed"  Workman, 
where  is  the  difference  between  Demo- 
crat and  Republican?  If  you  were  as 
conscious  of  your  CLASS  as  Cleveland 
and  Roosevelt  are,  there  would  be  a 
change  and  it  would  not  be  long  in 
coming  about. 


It  is  well  to  profit  by  the  folly  of 
others. 


"The  dwarfing  of  childhood  by  ph>'si- 
cal  and  spiritual  night,"  to  use  Victor 
Hugo's  words,  is  child  labor. 
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Letter  from  First  Vice-President 
HeberiifiK* 

LiNOOLN,  Neb.,  Dec.  16,  1907. 
Ediiob  Switohhbk's  Jousnal: 

We  are  starting  work  in  a  new 
year;  let  us  look  back  over  the  past, 
and  let  us  be  guided  by  its  exper- 
iences, and,  if  possible,  let  every 
worker  do  a  little  better  this  year  than 
last  year.  Be  more  energetic,  more 
active,  more  vigilant  than  in  the  past. 

There  are  some  comparisons  I  will 
make  that  need  serious  thought  by  all 
honest  citizens,  and'  especially  by  the 
wage-earner.  The  banker  that  wrecks 
a  bank  by  making  false  entries,  loots 
a  bank  and  robs  the  people  of  a  few 
millions  of  dollars,  usually  goes  free. 
The  poor,  indigent  widow  that  picks 
up  a  few  pounds  of  coal  that  is  wasted 
along  some  railroad  track,  to  keep  from 
freezing,  is  arrested  and  punished, 
with  little  chance  of  defense,  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law  on  a  complaint 
made  by  a  corporation  tool.  The  poor 
widow  lost  her  husband  through  a  vio- 
lent death,  while  in  the  employ  of  the 
same  corporation,  caused  by  the  viola- 
tion of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany pertaining  to  safety  appliances. 
The  j^ooT  widow's  crime  is  saving  from 
waste  a  few  pounds  of  coal  picked  up 
in  her  apron,  that  would  never  be  util- 
ized. The  crime  of  the  favored  rich 
man  robs  not  only  the  widow  and 
orphan  of  their  small  savings,  but 
other  citizens  are  ruined,  and  we  read 
of  failures,  suicides,  and  other  crimes 
that  blight  this  fair  land. 

A  few  short  years  ago  some  hired 
Hessians  were  deporting  citizens  from 
their  homes.  These  hirelings  insulted 
women  and  terrorized  children.  The 
only  crime  the  deported  men  commit- 
ted was  that  they  were  hard-working 
miners.  They  appealed  for  protection 
to  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  nation 
to  protect  their  constitutional  rights; 
but  their  wails  of  anguish  and  plead- 
ings for  justice  fell  on  deaf  ears,  and 
the  lawless  rich  continued  the  cam- 
paign of  crime  against  the  poor  in 
Colorado. 

Now  we  have  another  scene.  Cer- 
tain mine  owners  desire  to  put  in  force 
a  new  schedule  of  wages  in  Goldfleld, 
Nev.,  that  will  reduce  wages  50c  and 
12.00  per  day,  and  we  see  the  military 
arm  of  the  Federal  government  called 


into  service.  At  once  the  press  reports 
state  that  Col.  Reynolds,  in  charge  of 
the  Government  troops,  reported  on  his 
arrival  no  disorder.  The  only  fight  re- 
ported up  to  date  was  between  two  sol- 
diers. The  mine  owners  issued  a  mani- 
festo that  each  man  would  be  required 
to  sign  ji  contract  before  he  would  be 
allowed  to  work;  that  he  must  with-  , 
draw  from  the  miners'  union,  and 
would  not  become  a  member  of  any 
union  affiliated  with  the  W.  F.  of  M. 
Fellow  wage-earners,  note  these  condi- 
tions, and  many  similar  conditions, 
and  notice  where  you  are  drifting  to. 

Will  you  blindly  drift  for  one  more 
decade  and  be  only  a  part  of  the  ma< 
chine  in  the  mill  and  factory,  and  then 
vote  like  a  machine  on  election  day  as 
your  masters  and  bosses  dictate  ?  Every 
man  that  does  useful  labor  in  this  land, 
that  wrenches  from  Nature's  store- 
house the  great  wealth  this  nation  is 
producing  with  his  brain  and  brawn, 
should  wake  up  and  become  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  not  leaving  to  his 
children  the  heritage  the  revolution- 
ary heroes  handed  down  to  him. 

Get  into  politics  and  demand  that  the 
law  should  apply  to  all  citizens  alike, 
be  they  rich  or  poor.  We  have  the 
votes,  let  us  use  them  Intelligently, 
and  elect  men  that  have  done  the 
work,  that  made  the  reztources  produce 
the  wealth  that  is  filched  from  the 
bread-earner  today  by  Wall  Street 
gamblers.  They  use  this  ill-gotten 
wealth  to  punish  you  for  your  stupid- 
ity, for  being  a  machine  at  the  polls, 
to  give  power  to  those  that  exploit 
you. 

Let  all  honest  citizens  that  do  use- 
ful work  be  a  sovereign  indeed,  and 
not  in  name. 

Some  of  the  idle  workers  seeking  a 
job  will  profit  by  looking  into  existing 
conditions  and  note  cause  and  effect 

I  have  just  planted  the  banner  of 
B.,  H.  and  P.  in  Lincoln.  Neb.  This 
was  made  possible  by  the  untiring 
efforts  of  Bros.  U.  S.  Swisher,  J.  J. 
O'Neill,  Murphy  and  others. 

Wishing  all  brothers  of  our  union  a 
successful  year,  I  hope  every  member 
will  use  his  best  efforts  to  Increase 
the  growth  of  the  union  and  make  1908 
the  banner  year  in  progress. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

8.  B.  Hiewwr.Tifo. 
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Letter  from  Second  Vice-Pres- 
ident Conners. 

Mabion,  O.,  Dec  12,  1907. 
EonoB  Switchmen's  Joxjbnal: 

The  wage-earner  of  America  is  fifty 
years  behind  the  times,  and  is  drifting 
from  had  to  worse.  We  are  organis- 
ing the  worJiLors  of  the  country  into 
labor  unions  to  fight  the  employers  be- 
cause of  unfair  methods^  and  to  force 
them  to  pay  living  wages,  and  on  elec- 
tion day  we  go  to  the  polls  and  elect 
them  to  office,  that  they  may  assist  in 
making  the  laws  that  must  effect  us 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  must  be 
conceded  by  the  wage-earners  that  the 
laws  are  all  in  the  interest  of  the  em- 
ployer and  against  the  interest  of  the 
employe.  We  have  an  example  of  it 
now:  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  sent  the  United  States  army 
into  the  State  of  Nevada  at  the  re- 
quest of  Governor  Sparks,  who  is  the 
puppet  and  tool  of  the  mine  owners, 
and  what  is  the  result?  The  mine 
owners,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
army,  are  going  to  open  up  the  mines 
and  reduce  the  wages  of  the  miners, 
and  if  this  can  be  done  in  Nevada,  it 
can  be  done  in  other  States. 

We  find  in  England  that  the  laboring 
men  and  women  of  that  country  have 
their  eyes  open;  they  saw  they  could 
get  nothing  from  the  old  parties  but 
promises,  that  were  always  broken. 
The  employers,  because  of  their  politi- 
cal infiuence,  were  allowed  to  go  to 
the  orphanages  and  take  out  young 
boys  and  girls  of  a  tender  age  and 
place  them  in  the  mills  and  factories, 
under  the  most  immoral  conditions,  re- 
gardless of  sex.  Girls  who  tried  to 
escape  from  those  immoral  conditions 
were  brought  back  and  chained  to  the 
floor  of  the  factory  to  keep  them  at 
work.  Still  the  old  parties  voted 
against  aboli^ing  this  terrible  condi- 
tion of  servitude,  but  John  Hddges, 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  to  attend  the  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  held  at  Norfolk,  as  a  fraternal 
delegate  from  the  British  trades 
union  congress,  in  an  address  to  the 
Women's  Trades  Union  League,  at  Hull 
House,  on  Sunday,  December  8th,  said 
this  condition  in  Bnlgand  has  been 
abolished  by  the  trades  unionists  of 
England  going  into  politics  and  form- 


ing the  Labor  party,  and  electing  their 
own  members  to  the  House  of  Parlia^ 
ment  It  was  slow  work  at  first,  but 
they  finally  won  out  Kelr  Hardie,  in 
1886,  was  the  first  to  ent^  the  roll  as 
a  labor  candidate  for  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment. He  only  received  200  votes  out 
of  14,000.  A  year  or  two  later  he  ran 
again,  and  received  450  votes.  In  1895 
he  was  elected,  lost  his  seat  the  fol- 
lowing year,  but  in  1900  the  reorgan- 
ized Labor  party  elected  four  out  of 
sixteen  candidates,  and  in  1906  they 
elected  thirty  out  of  seventy-six. 
Since  labor  has  got  thirty  members  in 
the  House  of  Parliament  they  have 
secured  the  passage  of  the  Trades  Dis- 
pute Act,  which  does  away  with  the 
injunction.  They  have  also  secured 
the  Workingman*s  Compensation  Act, 
and  several  other  measures,  after  a 
bitter  struggle  in  the  committee  and 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  Workingmen's  Compensation  Act 
provides  that  any  employe  Injured 
while  at  work  shall  be  compensated  by 
the  payment  of  a  weekly  salary  until 
he  gets  well.  If  permanently  disabled 
he  receives  a  certain  wage  for  life. 
There  are  twenty-seven  diseases  pecu- 
liar to  as  many  trades.  Under  the 
Compensation  Act  these  are  classed  as 
accidents,  and  when  a  disease  over- 
takes an  employe  that  unfits  him  for 
work  he  receives  a  certain  salary  for 
life.  In  this  way  persons  injured  do 
not  become  public  charges.  The  Labor 
party  believes  that  the  public  should 
not  pay  for  accidents  occurring  in  pri- 
vate industries.  How  would  such  laws 
efTect  the  railway  men  of  this  country? 
How  many  switchmen  lose  their  arms 
or  legs  and  become  public  charges? 
Some  if  injured  and  partly  recover 
are  given  a  position  tending  switches 
at  starvation  wages,  notwithstanding 
that  when  they  enter  the  service  they 
must  be  of  a  certain  age  (not  over 
thirty),  must  furnish  service  letters, 
and  a  personal  record,  and  stand  a 
rigid  physical  examination. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
readers  of  the  Joubnal  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  employes  in  the  depart- 
ment stores  on  State  street  in  Chicago. 
The  clerks  in  these  stores  are  not  or- 
ganized. Eight  days  during  the  holi- 
day season  they  are  compelled  to  work 
four  hours*  over-time  every  nl^t 
without  pay.  The  smallest  of  these 
stores    employ   3,000    clerks   working 
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four  hours'  over-time  each  night  for 
eight  nights  for  which  they  receive  no 
pay  is  96,000  hours,  at  10  cents  per 
hour  amounts  to  |9,C00.  There  are 
eight  of  these  stores;  they  rob  the 
clerks  out  of  |76,800  a  year,  and  still 
they  cannot  see  where  they  would  be 
benefited  by  an  organization. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Jabces  B.  Connobs. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harshbarger 

EorroB  SwrrcHMEN's  Joubnal: 

Ere  this  letter,  conveyor  of  cheer 
and  good  wishes  to  the  many  that  have 
encouraged  the  progress,  and  supported 
the  principles  of  our  union,  has  cov- 
ered its  way,  we  will  have  begun 
record  on  the  pages  of  the  new  year, 
and  the  pleasures  and  pains  of  1907 
will  be  of  record  In  memory  only.  In 
its  extent  we  have  traveled  and  en- 
deavored in  either  direction,  trusting 
that  each  course  pursued  would  attain 
to  the  things  of  our  quest,  and  whether 
right  or  wrong  the  way  has  been  one 
of  learning,  and  we  will  be  the  better 
fitted  for  the  call  to  duty  in  the  future. 
To  its  lessons,  reference  will  oft  be 
made  and  conclusions  drawn,  in  treat- 
ing the  ills  and  mastering  the  tasks 
that  yet  await.  The  future  is  before 
us,  and  whatever  success  and  glory  it 
holds  will  only  be  realized  in  the  meas- 
ure of  our  endeavor.  If  we  would  ac- 
complish great  things,  the  effort  must 
be  truer  and  greater  than  the  exercise 
in  the  attainment  of  small  things.  I 
have  every  hope  that  we  will  be  found 
equal  to  the  greater  achievement,  for 
the  spirit  with  which  we  are  imbued 
knows  no  stifilng,  no  relenting,  and  in 
the  future,  as  in  the  past,  it  will  be 
found  gradually  gaining  strength  and 
scope. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  happy  and 
prosperous  new  year,  I  am. 

Yours  truly  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
D.  A.  Habshbabgeb. 


Read  Thomas  W.  Lawson's  version 
of  the  panic;  first  article  in  this 
month's  Joubnal.  Study  and  analyze 
the  same,  and  see  if  you  don't  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  he  is  great  in  lay- 
ing bare  EFFEXJTS,  but  childish  in  his 
ignorance  of  treatment  of  CAUSE. 


Letter,  from   fctairth  Vice-Pres^ 
ident.Qurt. 

Chicago,  III.,  Pec.  18,  1907. 
EonoB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  it  is  about  time  for  our  Joubnal 
to  go  to  press  for  the  last  time  in  1907, 
I  will  endeavor  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks. 

The  past  year,  now  drawing  to  a 
close,  has  been  one  of  general  pros- 
perity, marked  by  an  advance  in  the 
increase  in  membership  of  our  noble 
union,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  late 
financial  panic,  which  so  unexpectedlv 
swept  over  the  country  at  a  time  most 
inopportune  to  our  union,  which  had 
made  demands  upon  the  railroad  gen- 
eral managers  of  this  country  for  an 
increase  in  wages,  there  would  have 
been  another  story  to  tell.  This  finan- 
cial panic,  arising  at  the  time  it  did, 
after  our  demands  had  been  presented, 
placed  such  a  distressing  effect  upon 
the  business  of  the  country  at  large 
that  it  made  it  necessary  for  us  to 
withdraw  our  demands.  In  so  doing 
it  showed  the  public  at  large  that  we, 
as  an  organization,  were  willing,  to  the 
discomfort  of  ourselves,  to  assist  in 
tiding  over  a  financial  crisis  to  the  wel- 
fare of  our  nation  in  general.  By 
doing  this  we  showed  to  the  public, 
through  our  worthy  President,  F.  T. 
Hawley,  and  the  brothers  assisting  him 
at  Chicago  in  the  conference  with  the 
general  managers,  that  we  were  a  con- 
servative organization,  and  not  the 
fire-eating  union  that  some  have  been 
ungrateful  enough  to  brand  us.  While 
our  worthy  President  and  his  worthy 
assistants  did  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  for  one  moment,  the  welfare  of 
our  union,  which  they  were  there  to 
defend  and  to  advance,  but  the  arising 
of  the  financial  calamity  at  the  time  it 
did  made  it  necessary  to  use  the  best 
judgment  and  discretion  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, which  they  did  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  every  member  of 
our  noble  union  and  all  other  unions. 
Not  one  dissenting  voice  have  I  heard 
in  regard  to  the  actions  of  our  repre- 
sentatives in  the  case,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  heard  words  of  praise 
for  our  union  from  the  public  and 
from  all  other  unions. 

While  the  wage  question  was  under 
discussion  in  Chicago.  I  was  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  where 
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I  had  charge  of  the  affairs  pertaining 
to  our  demands,  and  when  the  panic 
drifted  to  that  territory  It  was  plain- 
ly visible  in  a  few  hours  it  had  caused 
a  stampede  in  business,  making  it 
necessary  to  reduce  the  force  in  all 
branches  of  business.  Then  came  the 
issuing  of  clearing-house  scrip,  which 
was  yiewed  by  many  with  suspicion, 
and  Uiis  had  a  very  distressing  effect 
on  the  situation.  Business  men  could 
not  procure  money  to  do  business  with. 
Although  they  had  money  deposited  in 
the  banks,  they  were  refused  it  on  de- 
mand. .  Thousands  were  thrown  out  ot 
employment,  and  business  was  stag- 
nated in  general.  Our  brothers  on  the 
Pacific  coast  realized  immediately  the 
distressed  conditions,  and  the  effect  It 
would  have  on  our  demands  then 
under  discussion  in  Chicago,  and  from 
day  to  day,  as  our  demands  were  dis- 
cussed by  our  President  and  his  as- 
sistants with  the  general  managers, 
the  situation  in  financial  circled  be- 
came worse  instead  of  better,  and  as 
the  only  argument  produced  by  the 
general  managers  was  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  and  they 
could  not  tell  how  long  it  would  con- 
tinue, they  would  not  be  justified  in 
granting  an  increase  in  wages,  and  our 
worthy  President  and  his  assistants, 
after  a  prolonged  conference,  decided 
to  withdraw  our  demands. 

Now,  brothers,  do  not  become  dis- 
couraged in  the  least,  as  your  inter- 
ests will  not  be  neglected,  and  as  soon 
as  conditions  become  normal  our  de- 
mands will  again  be  presented,  and 
that  to  which  we  are  entitled  will  cer- 
tainly be  obtained.  Some  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  withdrawal  of  our  de- 
mands would  have  a  tendency  to  in- 
jure us  in  obtaining  membership,  but 
it  proved  decidedly  the  reverse,  as  our 
membership  has  increased  more  rapid- 
ly since  the  close  of  our  conference 
than  it  did  previously  in  the  same 
legnth  of  time. 

I  have  been  in  Chicago  since  Decem- 
ber 3d,  working  among  the  men  em- 
ployed on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft 
St.  Paul,  in  company  with  Bro.  Dolan 
of  the  St  Paul  and  Bro.  Trost,  who  is 
business  agent  for  several  lodges  here 
in  Chicago,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
we  are  meeting  with  the  good  success, 
which  demonstrates  beyond  any  doubt, 
that  the  effect  of  demands  being  with- 
drawn has  not  injured  us  in  the  least. 


Now  a  word  for  the  north  west  ter- 
ritory, which  I  speak  of  with  pride. 
From  the  twin  cities,  viz.,  St.  Paul 
and  Minneapolis,  to  the  Piusiflc  Coast 
all  are  lined  up  solid.  They  are  a  unit 
and  if  the  conditions  such  as  prevail 
in  that  territory  prevailed  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  country  we  would  not  have 
any  trouble  in  securing  better  wages 
and  working  conditions.  This  only 
appeals  to  our  brothers  to  put  their 
bhoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  by  all  hon- 
orable means  induce  those  who  are 
not  members  to  become  members  at 
once.  It  has  been  fully  demonstrated 
the  past  number  of  years  that  the 
Switchmen's  Union  is  the  only  one  in 
yard  service  that  can  obtain  more 
wages  and  better  working  conditions. 
Go  back  to  1894,  when  the  S.  M.  A.  A. 
went  down  and  out,  and  take  the 
wages  from  1894  up  to  1903,  which  was 
25  and  27  cents  per  hour  for  day  men, 
and  27  and  29  cents  for  night  men, 
and  not  a  single  move  was  made  in 
that  whole  time,  until  the  Switchmen 
again  came  to  the  front  and  made  a 
move  for  more  money.  Since  that 
time  wages  have  increased  7  cents  per 
hour,  and  the  working  conditions  have 
also  improved.  Some  are  ungrateful 
enough  to  claim  that  the  B.  R.  T.  was 
responsible  for  this  increase.  Is  this 
a  fact?  What  explanation  will  they 
have  to  offer  for  their  silence  from 
1894  to  1903.  a  period  of  nine  years, 
at  which  time  they  practically  con- 
trolled the  entire  situation  in  regard 
to  schedules  and  agreements,  and  at 
that  time  the  Switchmen's  Union  did 
not  have  a  schedule  with  any  com- 
pany in  the  United  States?  But  to- 
day we  have  schedules  with  some  of 
the  largest  trunk  lines  in  the  country, 
viz.:  Great  Northern,  Northern  Pacific. 
L.  S.  ft  M.  S.,  Nickel  Plate,  Pere  Mar- 
quette, Rock  Island,  Wabash,  and 
others.  Does  this  look  like  the  B.  of 
R.  T.  made  all  this  progress?  Think  it 
over,  brothers  and  fellow-workmen, 
and  begin  to  realize  where  you  are  at. 
Look  at  the  Colorado  Southern  strike 
in  July,  1907,  at  Denver,  Col.,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  B.  of  R.  T.;  after 
they  had  practically  lost  the  strike  and 
were  obliged  to  call  it  off  in  order  to 
get  their  men  back  to  work,  and  sub- 
mit their  grievance  to  arbitration,  in 
which  they  secured  one  cent  through 
their  own  efforts  and  the  other  cent 
by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


178 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCJHMBN'S  UNION. 


ston,  reeulting  in  a  two-cent  advance 
for  Bwltchmen  In  a  country  where 
standard  wages  were  paid.  Thousands 
of  B.  of  R.  T.  brothers  in  the  eastern 
country,  east  of  Buffalo,  where  noth- 
ing but  B.  of  R.  T.  schedules  prevail, 
switching  box  cars  for  $2.10  up  to  $2.60 
per  day  with  no  over-time  allowed. 
Please  explain  why  such  conditions  as 
these  exist  where  the  B.  of  R.  T.  has 
full  power  and  is  in  full  possession  of 
the  schedules?  Do  you  find  any  such 
conditions  existing  where  the  switch- 
men hold  the  schedule?  These  are 
the  causes  that  are  bringing  the  more 
fair-thinking  members  of  the  B.  of 
R.  T.  into  the  ranks  of  the  a  U.  of 
N.  A.,  as  our  membership  is  on  the 
Increase  daily,  and  the  financial  condi- 
tions improving  it  looks  bright  for  an 
early  adjustment  of  our  withdrawn  de- 
mands. 

Wishing  the  best  success  for  our 
union  in  the  coming  new  year  and  a 
merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New 
Tear  for  all,  I  am. 

Tours  sincerely  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  H.  BUBT. 


''The  Arena"  for  December. 

The  Arena  for  December  contains  160 
pages  of  reading  matter  that  will  ap- 
peal to  thinking  men  and  women.  Its 
contents  are  as  varied  as  the  papers  are 
interesting  and  informing.  Saint  Nihal 
Sing,  an  East  Indian  Journalist,  con- 
tributes an  exceptionally  interesting 
article  on  "The  Unrest  in  India:  Its 
Genesis  and  Trend,"  giving  the  Bast  In- 
dian's view  of  the  widespread  unrest  in 
the  Indian  Empire  in  a  scholarly  and 
judicial  manner.  B.  O.  Flower,  the  edi- 
tor of  The  Arena,  contributes  a  paper 
on  "The  CJoming  Electrical  Home  for 
America's  Millions,"  which  is  beauti- 
fully illustrated  and  will  be  a  revela- 
tion to  many  persons  who  are  not  fa- 
miliar with  the  wonderful  advance  that 
has  been  recently  made  by  inventors  in 
the  utilization  of  electricity  in  the 
home.  Another  magnificently  illus- 
trated feature  of  the  December  Arena 
is  a  special  literary  and  book  section 
containing  finely  executed  portraits  of 
almost  a  score  of  men  and  women  in 
the  public  eye  at  the  present  time; 
among  whom  are  Professor  Otto  Pfieid- 
erer,  the  great  German  theological 
thinker,  Chief  Justice  Walter  Clark, 


David  Graham  Phillips,  James  Whit- 
comb  Riley,  F.  Hopkinson  Smith,  Kel- 
logg Durland,  Octave  Tkanet,  Anne 
Warner  and  others.  Chief  Justice  Wal- 
ter Clark  of  North  Carolina  contributes 
a  paper  exposing  the  absurc^ty  of  the 
present  undemocratic  craze  on  the  part 
of  certain  Americans  fo^  genealogies, 
proving  that  they  have  descended, 
legitimately  or  otherwise,  from  royalty 
or  nobility.  Francis  LAmont  Pierce, 
Ph.B.,  presents  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  discriminating  papers  that  has 
appeared  in  months,  entitled  "A  Survey 
of  Contemporary  American  Literature." 
W.  B.  Fleming  writes  on  "The  Good 
and  the  Bad  of  the  President's  Poli- 
cies." "Professor  Pfieiderer's  Lumin- 
ous Exposition  of  Higher  Criticism"  is 
the  title  of  a  brilliant  long  review  of 
the  recent  work  of  the  great  German 
leader  of  higher  critical  thought,  pre- 
pared by  the  editor  of  The  Arena,  It  Is 
a  paper  that  will  deeply  Interest  liberal 
Christian  thinkers.  William  Thum 
contributes  a  long  paper  presenting  a 
carefully  wrought-out  plan  for  public 
works  high  schools,  which  will  doubt- 
less occasion  much  discussion  among 
leading  educators.  "The  Christmas 
Spirit"  is  the  title  of  a  charming  edi- 
torial by  Mr.  Flower,  contributed  to 
"The  Editor's  Quiet  Hour"  department 
The  frontispiece  of  the  December 
Arena  Is  a  fine  portrait  of  Mayor  Tom 
L.  Johnson  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  whose 
triumphant  election  over  Congressman 
Burton,  after  the  hardest  fought  muni- 
cipal battle  ever  known  in  Ohio  and 
with  the  President  and  Secretary  Taft 
ranged  in  opposition  to  Mayor  Johnson, 
has  elevated  the  latter  to  a  prominent 
place  as  a  Democratic  candidate  for  the 
presidency.  Mr.  Flower  has  an  edi- 
torial reviewing  the  municipal  contest 
in  Cleveland  and  the  significance  of  the 
victory. 


He  who  is  able  to  appreciate  some- 
thing of  the  gladness  and  glory  of  the 
world;  he  who  thrills  to  Its  beauty 
and  Its  high  thoughts;  he  who  Is  in 
sympathy  with  its  noble  causes;  he 
who  desires  and  wins  love  and  friends, 
he  who  can  see  and  can  seek  such  an 
ideal— such  a  man  has  attained  the 
finest.  And  All  these  are  a  part  of 
the  universal  bounty.  There  is  not 
enough  money  in  the  world  to  make 
all  rich,  but  there  is  enough  of  these 
things.— 3finot  /.  Bavage, 
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Argentine,  Kan. 

BraroB  SwrroHMKN'B  Joubnal: 

Again  I  will  try  and  let  the  brothers 
know  how  No.  42  la  getting  along  and 
the  condition  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
around  KansMis  City. 

Each  lodge  is  taking  in  new  mem- 
bers every  meeting,  and  one  thing  most 
noticeable  is  the  interest  manifested 
by  the  members;  and  why  not?  Be- 
cause the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  is  the  only  or- 
ganisation on  earth  that  is  entitled  to 
have  every  iqan  who  is  working  at  the 
business  enrolled  in  its  membership, 
for  the  betterment  of  the  men  involved. . 
If  the  men  could  only  see  this  in  its 
true  light  we  would  be  second  to  none 
in  wages  and  working  conditions.  But 
while  some  are  not  satisfied  unless  they 
are  alwairs  trying  to  make  one  man's 
downfall  the  other's  gain,  is  it  any 
wonder  we  are  compelled  to  be  content 
with  conditions  as  they  now  exist? 
Just  Uiink  of  union  men,  or  rather 
men  who  profess  to  have  union  prin- 
ciples, oat  hiring  men  to  fill  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  men's  places  should  they  go  on 
strike  for  something  that  is  of  interest 
to  every  man  regardless  of  his  affilia- 
tions. The  age  limit  (while  this  may 
not  concern  a  great  number  at  pres- 
ent) God  knows  the  time  is  coming, 
and  not  far  ofT,  when  it  will  concern 
each  and  every  one  personally,  and  no 
remedy.  Then  what?  Be  like  many 
men.  disown  your  own  parents  in  order 
to  obtain  employment  at  the  business 
you  spent  the  best  part  of  your  life 
learning.  Then  answer  one  question: 
Does  it  interest  you?  If  so,  get  in  line 
with  a  bunch  of  men  who  look  out  for 
the  old  as  well  as  the  young — the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A. 

Bro.  Walsh  is  here  from  Beloit,  Kan., 
and,  as  usual,  out  for  the  betterment 
of  the  switchmen.    It  is  to  be  hoped 


Bro.  Walsh  will  find  emplosrment 
around  Kansas  City,  as  his  presence  is 
always  a  shining  star  any  place  he 
goes. 

Bro.  Qraham,  who  was  injured  while 
working,  is  rapidly  recovering  and  his 
speedy  recovery  is  anxiously  wished 
for. 

Bro.  Bditor,  as  I  do  not  care  to  take 
any  more  space  in  the  valuable  pink 
book,  with  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  and  the  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Frank  C.  Janbs. 


Sayre,  Pa. 

BorroB  Switohmxk's  Journal: 

Kindly  allow  me  space  in  behalf  of 
Valley  Lodge  No.  172,  Sayre,  Pa.  It  is 
with  sad  regret  that  our  lodge  has  been 
called  upon  to  part  with  one  of  our 
most  valued  and  faithful  members, 
Julius  H.  Vaughn.  While  performing 
his  duties  as  night  conductor  he  re- 
ceived injuries  that  resulted  in  his 
death.  He  was  employed  at  Bast  Wa- 
verly  yards,  and  on  Thursday  morning, 
December  6th,  about  4  o'clock,  was 
crushed  between  cars.  He  was  con- 
scious when  picked  up  by  the  switch- 
men, and  was  removed  with  great 
haste  to  the  Robert  Packer  Hospital, 
where  the  physicians  did  all  in  their 
power  to  save  his  life,  but  having  re- 
ceived internal  injuries  of  such  a  seri- 
ous nature  he  passed  away  a  few  hours 
afterwards.  Bro.  Vaughn  was  26  years 
of  age,  and  an  exemplary  young  man 
who  was  well  and  favorably  known  in 
this  city,  especially  in  railroad  circles. 
He  began  his  railroad  career  as  a  mes- 
senger boy,  gradually  climbed  the  lad- 
der until  he  reached  the  position  he 
held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
an  energetic  worker  for  the  welfare  of 
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our  organization,  and  to  all  whom  he 
could  assist.  He  was  of  a  quiet  and~ 
gentle  disposition,  sober,  industrious, 
generous  and  honorable  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. He  was  kind  and  affectibnate  to 
his  aged  mother,  who  will  keenly  feel 
the  loss  of  a  dutiful  son.  May  He  who 
doeth  all  things  well  temper  her  afflic- 
tion and  give  her  strength  to  endure 
the  loss.  The  funeral  was  in  charge  of 
the  Switchmen's  Union,  and  the  large 
number  of  brothers  and  friends  that 
followed  the  remains  ta  the  cemetery 
was  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  popular- 
ity and  esteem  in  which  the  departed 
brother  was  held.  Six  members  were 
pallbearers  and  three  members  carried 
flowers. 

Besides  a  mother,  Bro.  Vaughn 
leaves  two  brothers  (one,  Pred  L.,  who 
is  a  charter  member  of  No.  172),  and 
two  sisters  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  loved 
one  departed. 

Wishing  success  to  the  S.  U.,  I  re- 
main.      Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

ROBEBT  FiTZOEBALD. 


Dolton  Station,  III. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubxal: 

Through  the  never-tiring  efforts  of 
the  editor  of  the  SwrrcHMEN's  Joub- 
NAL,  I  will  air  myself  to  a  feeling  of 
relief  without  giving  thought  to  the 
editor  or  reader. 

We  have  Just  passed  throHigh  a  crisis, 
which,  to  all  appearances,  was  handled 
to  the  supreme  satisfaction  of  the  en- 
tire organization,  with  a  possible  ex- 
ception of  myself  and  a  very  few 
other  warlike  brothers,  whom  I  have 
finally  compared  them  to,  since  the 
withdrawal  of  the  demands,  as  a  tail 
to  a  calf,  with  plenty  of  time  to  en- 
large as  rather  Time  spares  us  in 
years  to  come. 

At  the  time  I  was  rampant,  but 
thanks,  to  the  cool-headednesa  of  our 
First  Vice-President,  S.  B.  HeberHng, 
who  attended  our  lodge,  he  kept  his 
temper  and  allowed,  I  will  say  us 
(but  it  was  a  mighty  small  "us"  at 
that)  no  chance  to  use  any  heated  re- 
marks. Since  that  time  I  have  often 
allowed  my  thoughts  to  r^rn,  and  I 
am  nearly,  yes,  I  might  say,  thorough- 
ly, convinced  that  they  pursued  the 
right  course  in  withdrawing  demands, 
but  my  "bullheadedness"  won't  quite 
allow  me. 


But  now  let  each  and  every  one  of 
Us,  nt)  matter  whether  it  is  Just  our 
opinion  or  not,  be  satisfied  and  be 
thankful  to  out  Grand  Lodge  officers, 
and  also  to  that  sub-committee,  for  the 
diplomacy  they  undoubtedly  used,  and 
the  tact  and  skill  which  they  were 
necessarily  endowed  with  and  knew 
how  to  use. 

Now,  brothers,  we  are  aware  that  the 
switchmen  of  this  country  are  unor- 
ganized; let's  lay  away  this  old  ax  or 
weapon  known  as  Jealousy,  and  all 
Join  hands  and  go  down  the  line  to- 
gether, singing,  we  are  all  meftibers 
of  that  good  old  happy  band,  if  some 
one  will  furnish  the  words  and  music 
When  the  assessment  is  levied,  if  there 
is  one,  let  us  all  throw  in  our  mite 
and  feel  that  it  is  given  to  a  good 
cause,  uplifting  a  fallen  brother. 
Brothers,  I  honestly  believe  this  move- 
ment will  increase  our  membership  to 
a  most  surprising  number,  and  I  am 
not  one  who  believes  in  inflating  my- 
self to  hear  my  sound  when  I  burst 
But,  brothers,  forget  our  past  petty 
Jealousies  among  ourselves  and  sister 
organizations,  and  always  have  an  out- 
stretched hand  to  assist  a  brother 
workman.  One  word  to  the  brother 
who  will  allow  himself  to  kick  on  a 
small  assessment  for  this  cause:  Just 
pass  by  once  and  pull  the  hydrant  and 
you  have  your  assessment;  this  from 
experience. 

I  will  say.  In  conclusion,  if  you  go 
through  our  day  yards  now  and  don't 
see  a  button,  you  can  feel  assured  that 
his  application  is  in,  or  he  has  Just 
lit.  and  that  "Big  John"  or  the  "Burly 
German"  have  not  seen  him  yet  It  is 
everybody's  duty  to  attend  lodge,  so  I 
hope  that  next  year  all  registers  in  the 
Switchmen's  Union  will  be  well  fllled 
with  names  and  a  solid  attendance  will 
be  recorded. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Cbank. 


Tacoma,  Wash. 

BorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  are  nearing  the  end  of  another 
year,  and  though  it  does  not  look  ao 
bright  as  it  did  in  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  let  us  hope  things  will  look 
brighter  in  the  near  future.  I  think 
that  the  trust  magnates  are  behind  the 
slump  in  business  in  order  to  scare  the 
laboring  class,  so  they  will  not  ask  for 
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any  more  increases  in  wages  or  for  bet- 
ter conditions. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  union  men  of 
this  country  have  their  eyes  open  this 
time,  and  not  vote  for  men  on  the  old 
parties'  tickets,  that  in  the  past  have 
made  nothing  but  promises  to  the  la- 
boring class,  which  they  have  never 
kept  and  never  intended  to  keep.  Let 
us  vote  for  a  man  that  comes  from  the 
ranks,  and  represents  the  cause  of  the 
laboring  class  and  their  needs  and 
wants. 

Just  look  at  the  case  of  the  S.  U.; 
everybody  knows  that  the  men  switch- 
ing cars  are  greatly  underpaid  for  the 
work  they  do,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
risk  to  life  and  limb,  but  the  general 
managers  tell  us  they  cannot  raise  our 
wages  as  we  are  getting  enough  now, 
and  we  have  to  be  satisfied.  If  we 
were  to  make  a  stand,  with  all  the  idle 
men  in  the  country  iu>w,  the  general 
managers  know  they  could  fill  our 
places  in  a  hurry.  So,  when  the  rail- 
road companies  cannot  whip  us  into 
line,  they  just  call  our  fellow-workmen 
in  to  help  them,  and  just  so  long  as 
these  conditions  exist,  just  so  long  we 
need  not  expect  much  from  the  rail- 
road companies,  unless  we  go  to  the 
polls  and  vote  for  good  honest  men, 
who  will  look  out  for  our  interests  and 
pass  laws  for  our  benefit.  Some  laws 
that  have  been  passed  to  benefit  the  la- 
boring class  are  all  right,  but  they  are 
of  very  little  good  to  us  as  the  big  cor- 
porations just  pay  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars and  the  laws  are  dead  ones,  and 
then  they  get  an  injunction  against  Uie 
men  if  they  go  on  strike  for  reasonable 
wages,  and  hire  Pinkerton  detectives, 
and  if  that  is  not  enough,  why  the 
President  is  asked  to  send  the  soldiers, 
and  the  next  thing  you  have  is  a  bull 
pen,  and  a  lot  of  innocent  men  are 
locked  up  like  a  lot  of  cattle,  and  a 
little  later  some  of  them  are  tried  for 
crimes  they  never  committed.  For  all 
this  the  big  corporations  spend  a  vast 
amount  of  money  every  year;  to  con- 
vict the  few  men  that  are  arrested? 
No,  but  to  put  the  fear  in  all  laboring 
men,  and  break  up  the  unions  that  do 
not  preach  crime  or  destruction,  but 
try  to  work  for  the  welfare  of  their 
members  against  these  money  tyrants. 

Well,  I  will  side-track  for  this  time, 
wishing  all  the  brothers  a  merry 
Christmas  and  a  happy  New  Year. 

IKC 


Teire  Haute,  Ind. 

Editor  SwrrcHiiBN's  Journal: 

A  few  words  from  On  the  Banks  of 
the  Wabash  No.  94  may  look  strange 
in  the  Joubnal,  as  we  seemingly  have 
dropped  from  sight  so  far  as  our  ofll- 
cial  organ  is  concerned. 

No,  we  have  been  lying  dormant, 
resting  and  sleeping  on  laurels  won. 
Some  ruthless  mortal  has  discovered 
our  secret  fastness  and  rudely  awak- 
ened us,  led  to  our  doors  captives,  that 
we  may  devour  and  be  resuscitated. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  10,  1907, 
we  found  sojourning  in  our  midst  six 
fellow-workmen  from  the  local  Big 
Four  yards,  whom  we  promptly  initiat- 
ed into  the  switchmen,  thereby  break- 
ing our  "lucky"  number  of  thirteen. 

Very  seldom  have  we  had  a  meeting 
in  which  more  than  thirteen  have  been 
in  attendance,  and  equally  as  few  In 
which  there  were  less  than  thirteen. 

Our  last  meeting,  Dec.  10,  1907.  was 
one  of  the  best  that  our  lodge  has  had. 
It  seems  that  the  boys  are  awakening, 
and  that  old  No.  94  will  grow.  We 
have  more  applications  and  applicants 
to  hear  from.  The  Big  Four  yard  is 
coming  to  the  front.  We  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  day  when  every  switch- 
man in  the  Terre  Haute  yards  will  be 
in  line. 

Our  annual  election  was  held,  which 
resulted  as  follows:  President,  F.  L. 
Mathews;  vice-president,  W.  A. 
Church;  secretary.  "Dutch"  frawford; 
treasurer.  B.  W.  Nickelson;  chaplain, 
A.  L.  Goodwin;  board  'of  directors, 
Dan  Joyce,  George  Dunn,  James  Snider. 

Bro.  Byington,  our  old  reliable  treas- 
urer, refused  to  listen  to  the  urgent  de- 
mands made  by  the  brothers,  so  we 
pressed  in  the  "old  wheel  horse,"  B.  W. 
Nickelson.  as  treasurer,  who  in  the  last 
two  years  has  lost  more  hair  in  the 
service  of  the  switchmen  than  any 
three  members. 

"But  the  heads  of  all  bald  men  remind 
us 
We   should    choose    our   wives   with 

care. 
Else  leave  behind  us  half  our  natural 
crop  of  hair." 

We  sometimes  wonder  where  the 
supply  of  yellow  legs  are  going  to  come 
from  to  furnish  our  new  chaplain,  A. 
L.  Goodwin,  with  a  sufficient  amount 
that  he  may  keep  in  proper  trim  to 
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give  the  proper  admonitions  to  the 
boys,  in  keeping  with  his  ministerial 
duties.  Bro.  Falk  is  hereby  notified  to 
keep  proper  and  diligent  care  over  his 
henery. 

A  question  that  often  arises  in  our 
mind  is:  why  more  of  our  members  do 
not  attend  the  meetings  of  the  lodge? 
Is  it  because  we  hare  failed  to  have 
our  name  mentioned  in  the  Joubnal? 
Be  that  as  it  may,  we  will  take  the 
privilege  of  addressing  the  Joubnal  a 
little  more  often. 

When  the  officers  of  a  lodge  open 
lodge  and  find  only  enough  members 
present  to  fill  the  "official  chairs/'  and 
this  happening  time  and  time  again, 
it  takes  the  starch  out  of  the  stiffest 
backbone.  But  when  the  lodge  is 
opened,  the  "official  chairs"  are  filled, 
together  with  a  goodly  array  of  mem- 
bers ready  and  willing  to  partake  of 
any  discussions  that  may  arise  for  the 
benefit  of  the  order,  then  "starch"  will 
be  injected  into  the  weakest  backbone. 

When  a  body  of  men  enter  upon  a 
campaign  whole-hearted  and  full  of 
activity,  backed  by  the  sturdy  support 
of  loyal  fellow-workers,  the  royal  dia- 
dem will  ultimately  crown  their  efforts. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  ar- 
range for  our  annual  ball,  the  proceeds 
of  which  will  be  used  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  our  representatives  who  at- 
tended the  Chicago  and  Cincinnati 
conferences,  thereby  relieving  our 
members  of  any  special  assessments, 
or  as  much  as  possible.  Now,  every 
brother  take  ofC  his  coat  and  help  move 
the  "ball"  along;  If  you  can't  tHp  the 
fantastic  toe,  lend  to  the  occasion  your 
presence  and  smiling  face. 
Yours  truly, 

Hoosns  Bill. 


West  Pullman,  III. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 
Death  has  robbed  us  of  another  one 
f  our  members,  Bro.  Wells  J.  Klpple, 
who  died  on  the  14th  day  of  December 
at  11.30  a.  m.  Bro.  Kipple  suffered  un- 
told agony  for  four  weeks,  not  speaking 
a  word  to  anyone,  not  even  his  poor 
mother,  who  came  all  the  way  from 
Altoona,  Pa.,  to  see  him,  and  who  with 
his  wife  and  three  nice  boys  were  at 
his  bedside  when  he  passed  away.  Bro. 
Kipple  was  paralyzed  on  his  right  side. 
He  quit  work  on  Nov.  6,  not  feeling 


well,  but  able  to  be  around  until  the 
16th,  when  he  called  the  doctor.  If 
ever  there  was  a  good  fellow,  "Bill," 
as  he  was  called  by  all  the  switchmen, 
was  one.  He  also  belonged  to  Blue  Is- 
land Lodge  No.  531,  B.  of  R.  T.,  which 
participated  in  his  funeral.  The  fiow- 
ers  were  a  grand  sight  Our  big  "S" 
was  made  by  one  of  our  old-timers, 
"Booster  Claussen,"  who  knows  what 
the  switchmen  want.  The  broken  wheel 
the  Trainmen  gave  was  fine.  The  L.  A. 
sent  a  nice  floral  piece,  also  the  chil- 
dren and  teachers  of  the  Saunder*8 
School.  Bro.  Kipple  was  laid  away  in 
a  vault  at  Mt  Greenwood  Cemetery  and 
later  will  be  buried  there.  May  his 
soul  rest  in  peace. 

By  the  time  we  receive  our  next 
Joubnal,  our  new  officers  will  be  in 
charge  of  their  respective  duties,  which 
I  hope  and  trust  will  be  carried  out  as 
well  as  our  oli  officers  did.  Nothing 
can  be  accomplished  by  the  officers 
alone.  So  let  us  see  if  we  can't  attend 
more  regularly  in  1908. 

At  our  last  dance,  which  was  held  on 
Nov.  28th,  we  cleared  more  cash  than 
at  any  other  dance  held  by  us  in  the 
last  nine  years.  That  shows  which  way 
we  are  moving. 

Bro.  Dooley  from  No.  230  made  a  hit 
that  night,  but  Bro.  A.  Ladwig  was  in 
a  very  ugly  mood  about  the  cigars. 

The  committee  presented  Bro.  Me- 
Guire  with  a  handsome  charm  with  our 
emblem  on  one  side,  an  inscription  en- 
graved on  the  other  side,  for  selling 
the  most  tickets.  When  he  finished  his 
job  of  selling  tickets  he  handed  Bro. 
Jaoieson,  our  treasurer,  1106.00. 

Any  brother  who  has  not  squared 
up  will  please  do  so  by  next  meeting, 
as  the  committee  wishes  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

The  dance  committee  deserve  great 
credit  for  their  work,  also  the  ladles 
who  gave  the  supper;  turkey  till  you 
could  eat  no  more. 

Bro.  George  Peters  resigned  on  the 
Rock  Island  and  has  accepted  the  nig'at 
yardmastershlp  on  the  C.  T.  T.  Now, 
George,  as  you  have  settled  down,  give 
us  a  good  time  at  your  wedding. 

Hoping  I  have  not  taken  up  more 
than  our  allotted  space,  Bro.  Editor,  I 
will  wish  you  all  a  Happy  New  Year. 
I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Agknt. 
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Chicago,  in. 

Bditob  Switohmkn'8  Joubnal: 

Chicago  lodges  Nos.  199»  58  and  19 
have  placed  a  tmsiness  agent  and  or- 
ganizer In  the  field  covered  by  these 
three  lodges.  The  Joint  committees 
have  selected  Bro.  W.  J.  Trost,  a  mem- 
ber of  Lodge  No.  58»  to  represent  these 
three  lodges  as  business  agent  and  or- 
ganizer. Bro.  Trost  is  an  earnest 
worker  and  will  show  good  results 
after  he  gets  acquainted  with  the  men 
hi  the  different  yards.  So  give  Bro. 
Trost  all  the  assistance  possible  to  line 
np  the  different  yards  in  Chicago. 

The  joint  committees  of  these  three 
lodges  meet  every  Friday  night  at 
eight  o'clock  at  the  Chicago  Federation 
of  Labor  Hall,  room  501,  275  LaSalle 
street,  better  known  as  the  "Open 
Board  of  Trade  Building." 

Business  is  not  very  good  in  Chicago 
at  the  present  time  on  account  of  the 
money  stringency.  It  is  true  that  the 
money  market  has  not  as  yet  had  the 
chance  to  measure  the  prospective  bene- 
fits from  the  steps  recently  taken  to 
enlarge  the  bank  circulation.  It  is  not 
unreasonable  to  expect  that  when  those 
new  notes  have  been  Issued,  when  the 
crop-moving  demands  are  over  and 
when  the  turn  of  the  year  arrives,  with 
its  natural  tendency  toward  a  return  of  * 
funds  to  the  depositing  centers,  money 
conditions  will  be  a  good  deal  easier 
than  they  are  now.  But  in  the  mean- 
time the  most  formidable  feature  of  the 
situation  is  that  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers and  corporations  of  all  sorts 
find  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  credit 
which  they  need  to  keep  their  shops 
open.  Currency  is  moving  with  more 
freedom  in  this  city  now  than  at  any 
time  since  the  stringency  set  in  and 
the  clearing  house  script  is  fast  passing 
away.  After  the  first  of  the  year  busi- 
ness will  return  to  normal  conditions. 

We  had  among  us  as  visitors  at  our 
last  two  meetings  Bro.  Stilzen  of  Lodge 
No.  10«  Bro.  Kramer  of  Lodge  No.  62, 
Bro.  Kennedy  of  Lodge  36,  Bro.  Trost 
and  Bro.  J.  B.  Connors. 

Chicago  Lodge  No.  199  has  affiliated 
with  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor. 
We  have  elected  two  delegates,  Bros. 
J.  T.  Walsh  and  M.  S.  Meehan,  to  repre- 
sent Lodge  No.  199  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor. 

To  the  officers  and  members  of  Chi- 
cago lodges  199,  58,  19,  36,  68,  117,  17 


and  208:  Do  not  fail  to  attend  the  an- 
nual entertainment  of  Jackson  Park 
Ijodge  No.  79,  Thursday  evening,  Jan. 
30,  1908,  at  Calumet  Hall,  Fifty-third 
street  and  Stony  Island  avenue.  By 
attending  this  dance  you  will  be  assist- 
ing a  sister  lodge. 

Jan,  12,  1908,  will  be  installation  of 
officers  for  the  year  1908.  So  do  not 
fail  to  attend  this  meeting  at  7.80  p. 
m.  I  will  report  change  of  officers  in 
the  February  issue  of  the  Joubnal. 

Bro.  EMltor,  keep  your  eye  on  the  la- 
dies, for  they  are  about  to  start  an 
auxiliary  to  Lodge  199. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  W.  Hkmbn. 


Hallstead,  Pa. 

Edipob  Switohmkn's  Journal: 

As  another  year  has  passed  and  noth- 
ing appears  in  the  Joubnal  from  Key- 
stone Lodge  No.  194,  and  not  seeing  any 
of  the  brothers  from  any  of  the  sur- 
rounding lodges  at  our  annual  ball, 
which  was  held  Thanksgiving  eve,  I 
thought  maybe  they  thought  Keystone 
Lodge  had  gone  defunct,  or  the  Lacka- 
wanna Company  had  cut  Hallstead  out, 
as  they  have  been  talking  of  doing  for 
the  past  six  or  seven  years.  But 
neither  is  the  case,  for  we  are  here  and 
doing  business  and  have  about  all  men 
switching  here  enrolled  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

We  work  five  engines  day  and  night, 
and  our  roll  now  reaches  the  fifty-mark, 
and  we  expect  to  have  a  couple  more 
before  the  first  of  the  month. 

We  hold  two  meetings  a  month,  but 
have  very  poor  attendance.  I  think  it 
a  shame  that  some  of  the  brothers  do 
not  attend  meetings  more  regularly 
than  Uiey  do.  There  are  some  who 
have  never  been  in  the  lodge  room 
since  they  joined,  and  there  are  others 
who  attend  only  when  they  have  a 
grievance  to  be  adjusted.  Now,  broth- 
ers, we  hold  meetings  on  certain  days 
in  the  day  time  for  the  convenience  of 
those  who  are  obliged  to  work  at  night, 
and  for  those  who  work  during  the 
day  the  meetings  are  held  in  the  eve- 
ning. I  think  that  we  should  make  a 
rule  that  hereafter  no  grievance  that 
a  member  may  have  will  be  looked  into 
by  the  union  unless  the  member  pre- 
senting the  grievance  has  attended  the 
last   ^ree   meetings   previous   to   the 
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time  of  presentation  of  grievance  to  the 
union  for  adjustment  I  think  that  by 
enforcing  this  rule  some  of  the  broth- 
ers who  sit  next  door  to  the  lodge  room 
might  come  upstairs  and  see  what  is 
going  on.  'Those  brothers  that  stay 
away  from  the  meeting  are  always  the 
first  ones  to  kick  about  the  way 
things  are  done.  Now,  brothers,  come 
to  lodge  and  get  in  the  harness  and 
show  us  how  you  do  things.  By  doing 
this  you  will  relieve  those  six  or  seven 
brothers  that  have  been  doing  the  work 
for  you  for  the  past  five  or  six  years. 

Sad,  sad  is  the  heart  of  the  fond  mother 

now 
That  the  pet  of  the  household  Is  gone. 
And  faded  away  the  sweet  life  of  her 

life, 
Which  a  halo  around  her  had  thrown. 
Oh,  why  put  our  trust  in  frail  things 

of  earth 
When  we  know  they  soon  must  decay? 
Why  make  ourselves  idols  and  cling  to 

them  still 
When  we  know  that  idols  are  clay? 

With  success  to  our  order,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
One  of  the  Foub  Old  Baohblobs. 


U  Salle,  ill. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  sixth  annual  dance  of  Twin  City 
Lodge  No.  178,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  will  be 
given  at  Peru  Turn  Hall,  Saturday  eve- 
ning, Jan.  18,  1908,  at  8.30.  Music 
by  Hest's  Orchestra.  Tickets  $1.00  per 
couple.  All  members  of  lodges  from 
surrounding  towns  are  cordially  invited 
to  be  present.  The  committee  on  ar- 
rangements is  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing brothers:  Chairman,  J.  O.  Gardner; 
B.  T.  Gibbons.  A.  J.  Kenrick  and  P.  B. 
Davis.  Floor  committee,  J.  Keenan,  F. 
Kencke,  William  Neiden  and  F.  W. 
Haft  Reception  committee,  C.  Kabel, 
F.  A.  Bowers,  J.  R.  Wilson,  G.  L.  Smith, 
J.  V.  Coughlln,  J.  Duffy.  William  Van- 
dywaker,  J.  Dickman,  S.  M.  Chapman, 
Gus.  Ostenmeyer,  J.  E.  Brown  and  J. 
J.  Littan. 

We  extend  a  welcome  to  all  brothers, 
to  lodges  as  well  as  all  Grand  Lodge 
officers  to  attend  our  sixth  annual  ball. 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P.. 

J.  G.  Gardner, 
Secretary  Lodge  No.  173. 


Sayre^Pa. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  some  time  since  anyone 
wrote  from  Lodge  No.  172,  and  it  is 
with  sorrow  I  now  write,  as  our  lodge 
has  once  more  suffered  the  loss  of  one 
of  our  best  members,  Bro.  Julius  H. 
Vaughn.  He  was  caught  between  two 
cars  and  life  crushed  out  of  him  on 
Dec.  5th. 

He  was  a  young  man  loved  by  all 
who  knew  him,  as  was  shown  by  the 
floral  offerings  and  attendance  at  the 
last  sad  rites  on  Dec.  Sth. 

Our  Lodge  is  doing  well  now.  We 
are  taking  in  new  members  nearly 
every  night 

Wishing  all  members  of  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  a  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 
New  Tear  and  success  to  the  Union,  I 
am.  Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

C.  S.  Benjamin. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Fearing  that  brothers  might  think 
Lodge  No.  208  had  been  caught  in  the 
money  flurry  and  dropped  off  the  earth, 
I  thought  I  had  better  say  a  few  words. 

We  are  still  doing  business  at  the 
same  old  place  and  all  visiting  brothers 
are  welcome,  also  men  switching  cars 
will  be  made  room  for  in  our  lodge  as 
soon  as  they  get  next  to  themselves  and 
make  up  their  minds  that  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  is  the  only  organization  for 
switchmen. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  brothers 
were  pleased  with  the  action  of  the 
committee  who,  after  a  conference  last^ 
ing  ten  days,  decided  to  withdraw  for 
the  time  being  the  matter  of  an  in- 
crease in  wages  owing  to  the  money 
stringency.  Of  course  I  found  some 
who  thought  we  should  have  forced  the 
issue  and  have  giyen  the  railroads  a 
flght.  But.  thanks  to  the  thoughtful 
members  of  the  sub-committee  and  the 
Grand  officers,  I  consider  it  very  good 
judgment  to  withdraw  at  this  time,  as 
facts  were  put  before  us  and  we  could 
not  contend  against  them. 

Now,  brothers,  the  only  way  to  do 
in  order  to  better  you  own  condition 
and  the  condition  of  switchmen  in  gen- 
eral, is  to  attend  the  lodge  meetings. 
Keep  posted  as  to  what  is  going  on.  Do 
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not  make  remarks  about  your  commit- 
tee man  on  the  outside.  Qo  to  the 
meeting  and  hear  his  report,  then  make 
a  kick  if.  he  has  not  been  true  to  you. 
Tie  a  can  on  him  and  fill  his  place  with 
one  whom  you  think  can  be  of  better 
service  to  you  and  the  organization. 

Business  is  good  on  the  Belt,  as  it  is 
hard  to  get  a  day  off  and  men  are  work- 
ing long  hours. 

Bros.  Mansfield  and  P.  Harrison  are 
hitting  the  ball  for  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen hours  per  day,  and  go  home  like 
young  William  goats  at  night. 

Bro.  Curly  is  still  hustling  for  all 
who  are  worthy  and  is  keeping  away 
from  paper  cigars. 

Bro.  Barrett  is  night  yardmaster  at 
Eighty-third  street,  and  is  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place,  as  no  hot-air 
goes  with  John.  So  the  wise  guy  knows 
what  to  do  when  he  lands  on  John's 
grounds. 

Bro.  Fitzgerald  entertained  a  large 
gathering  of  friends  at  his  home  a  few 
nights  ago.  An  addition  to  the  family 
was  the  cause  and  mother  and  babe  are 
feeling  good  (so  is  Tiddler). 

Brothers,  it  is  with  deep  regret  I 
announce  through  the  Joubnal  the 
death  of  Bro.  M.  Bohoskey,  who  died 
Dec.  5th  after  a  few  days'  illness.  Bro. 
Bohoskey  was  buried  on  Sunday,  Dec. 
8th,  at  Flint,  Mich.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  four  grown-up  children,  who  have 
the  sympathy  of  the  members  of  this 
union  and  the  O.  R.  C,  of  which  order 
tie  also  was  a  member. 

All  brothers  who  are  in  town  are  re- 
quested to  attend  the  third  annual  ball 
of  Lodge  No.  208.  Wednesday,  Jan.  15, 
1908,  at  Auburn  Hall,  Seventy-ninth 
street  and  Lowe  avenue. 

With  best  wishes  to  ihe  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.  and  its  members,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Shineoan. 


Topeka,  Kan. 

E2DITOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  been  reading  the  little  pink 
book  I  find  lots  of  interesting  reading 
and  a  few  nice  letters  from  sister 
lodges  from  all  over  the  country.  Not 
seeing  anything  in  the  Journal  from 
lodge  No.  12  for  a  couple  of  years,  I 
thought  I  would  drop  a  few  lines.  No. 
12  has  been  taking  in  new  members  at 
Tarious    times,    eight    new    members 


befog  taken  in  the  last  meeting  night. 

I  wish  some  of  our  Grand  Lodge  offi- 
cers would  come  here  and  try  and  get 
a  schedule  or  contract  on  the  Santa  Fe 
for  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  about  the  first  of 
the  year,  when  I  think  the  B.  of  R.  T. 
contract  runs  out 

While  reading  Bro.  W.  C.  Walsh's  let- 
ter I  was  amused  to  note  that  he 
wishes  us  to  subscribe  for  the  Iron 
Trail  and  read  it  by  some  nice  warm 
boilerhead.  Bro.  Walsh  has  forgotten 
that  the  day  has  passed  for  switch- 
men to  sit  by  any  boilerhead.  for  rail- 
roads only  work  enough  engines  to  do 
a  good  share  of  the  work  and  expect 
you  to  do  it  well.  If  we  could  only 
make  the  railroads  see  to  realize  the 
danger  a  switchman  places  himself  in 
in  all  kinds  of  weather,  and  the  fact 
that  they  wear  out  more  shoes  and 
clothes  than  any  other  class  of  railroad 
men  in  any  capacity,  I  think  we  could 
get  the  big  Santa  Fe  to  give  us  at  least 
a  schedule,  for  I  really  think  the 
switchmen  have  brains  enough  to  man- 
age their  own  affairs  if  given  a  chance. 
We  are  required  to  pay  as  much  for  our 
clothes  and  shoes  as  any  other  person, 
and  it  takes  about  as  many  more  every 
year  to  keep  us  warm  in  winter  and 
hide  our  nakedness  in  summer  than  it 
does  the  other  fellow. 

When  a  switchman  takes  his  check  to 
the  grocery  store  to  pay  his  bill  the 
groceryman  will  say,  "(Jee,  you  make 
lots  of  money!"  He  doesn't  stop  to  think 
that  you  have  worked  from  ten  to  six- 
teen hours  a  day  for  thirty  days,  and 
why  shouldn't  we  get  a  good  check  for 
400  hours  out  of  720  for  each  month. 
A  machinist  gets  as  many  cents  per 
hour  as  the  highest  paid  switchman, 
and  all  he  does  is  to  watch  a  machine 
in  a  nice  warm  shop,  out  of  all  kinds 
of  weather  and  gets  more  consideration 
than  the  switchman. 

Well,  brothers,  I  see  by  our  daily 
paper  that  Bro.  F.  T.  Hawley  and  the 
general  managers  have  parted  on  good 
terms  and  have  withdrawn  the  de- 
mands. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  as  many  of 
the  switchman  as  can  will  send  their 
name  and  fl.OO  to  W.  C.  Walsh  at 
Belolt.  Kans.,  and  get  the  Iron  Trail 
sent  to  your  address,  for  Bro.  Walsh 
is  certainly  a  switcher  at  heart. 
Yours  In  B..  H.  and  P., 

A  Member. 
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New  York  Qty. 

Bditob  Switghmbn*b  Joitbnal: 

I  will  again  endeavor  to  contribute 
to  the  columns  of  the  Joubnal  In  be- 
half of  Harlem  River  Lodge  No.  56  to 
let  all  brothers  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  know  that  No.  56  is  still  coming 
to  the  front,  and  by  the  time  this  note 
goes  to  press  No.  56  will  be  four 
stronger  and  eight  applications  to  work 
on.  I  guess  that  isn't  doing  bad  for 
the  gang  of  "herring-chokers"  and 
"scissor-bills"  that  the  New  Haven 
Company  has  in  Harlem  River.  The 
stingers  have  their  committee  out  for 
Chicago  pay.  The  New  Haven  Com- 
pany is  hiring  all  the  scissors  that 
come  along. 

Well,  I  will  make  my  note  short  this 
time,  as  Shults  and  "Observer"  did  not 
appear  last  month,  they  will  be  here 
strong  in  January. 

Bro.  Bill  Feisler  is  all  swelled  up 
since  he  was  appointed  assistant  yard- 
master  on  the  Brie  at  Jersey  City. 
Good  luck  to  you,  Bill. 

Bro.  John  Henry  Tuite  is  getting  fat 
since  he  was  appointed  yardmaster, 
but,  sorry  to  say,  his  feet  are  getting 
hot. 

Well,  Bro.  Bdltor,  hoping  you  will 
let  this  note  show  up  In  January  Jour- 
nal, I  will  bring  it  to  a  tlose.  With  best 
wishes   to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bronx  Kid. 


Ft.  Worth  Tex. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  will  try  and  write  a  few  lines  to 
the  Joubnal  to  let  you  know  that  Tril- 
by Lodge  No.  8  is  still  progressing  very 
rapidly,  as  we  have  passed  the  one 
hundred  mark  and  expect  to  reach  the 
two  hundred  in  a  year  from  now. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  I 
announce  the  death  of  Bro.  Wm.  Delno. 
On  Nov.  25th  he  went  out  hunting  with 
a  party  of  friends  and,  while  removing 
his  gun  from  the  buggy,  it  was  acci- 
dently  discharged,  shooting  him  In  the 
right  arm,  inflicting  injuries  from 
which  he  died  Nov.  27th.  In  his  sud- 
den death  this  lodge  has  sustained  a 
loss  which  can  not  be  expressed  in 
words.  Bro.  Delno  was  good,  kind  and 
considerate  to  every  one.  Personally 
we  feel  our  loss  most  keenly  and  shall 


ever  keep  in  loving  memory  the  recol- 
lection of  the  many  years  of  pleasaait 
association  with  him.  The  burial  serv- 
ice was  conducted  by  the  switchmen 
and  Redmen,  of  which  he  was  alto  a 
member.  He  leaves  a  wife,  to  whom 
we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

Now  a  word  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed increased  rate  of  pay  for  the 
switchmen:  I  wish  to  say  that  in  no 
part  of  the  country  is  it  needed  or  more 
essential  than  it  is  right  here  in  the 
Lone  Star  State.  Not  even  in  the  snow- 
clad  hills  of  Colorado,  where  the  bull- 
pens,  Pinkerton's  and  martial  law  ex- 
ist, are  the  every  day  commodities  of 
life  as  high  as  they  are  in  Texas.  I 
think  every  S.  U.  man  in  the  United 
States  should  stand  pat  in  this  their 
greatest  struggle  and  push  it  as 
speedily  as  possible,  as  there  is  no  class 
of  skilled  labor  as  poorly  paid  as  the 
switchmen,  considering  the  long  hours, 
danger,  risk,  exposure  and  dil&culties 
under  which  they  work  at  all  times, 
both  day  and  night*  Brothers,  we  need 
the  money  and  want  it,  and  must  have 
it 

Trilby  Lodge  No.  8  made  its  debut 
in  the  Labor  Day  parade,  the  first 
demonstration  of  this  kind  they  have 
ever  participated  in  in  Fort  Worth, 
and  they  made  a  grand  showings— fifty- 
two  fine-looking,  worthy  brothers.  Our 
handsome  William  goat,  escorted  by 
Bros.  Welkers  and  Stephens,  led  the 
procession,  and  a  finer  goat  was  never 
seen  than  our  Billy  with  his  S.  U. 
regalia  on.  I  send  you  a  picture  of  the 
S.  U.  division  of  the  parade  which  we 
hope  you  will  kindly  put  in  the  Joub- 
nal. 

Wishing  the  ^.  U.  a  prosperous  and 
successful  new  year,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Viob-Pbesidbnt  No.  8. 


West  Seneca,  N.  Y. 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  Joubnal  to 
let  the  boys  Know  that  No.  221's  name 
and  number  still  appear  in  the  little 
pink  book.  As  I  am  going  to  write 
my  first  letter  for  the  January  Joub- 
nal, I  hope  it  won't  reach  the  waste- 
basket. 

I  wish  all  members  of  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  had 
a  glorious  Christmas  and  will  have  a 
prosperous  New  Year. 
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The  offloers  and  memben  of  Lodge 
No.  221  did  not  fall  to  attrad  the  first 
meeting  in  December,  which  we  held 
at  Delaney'B  Hall.  December  13th,  at 
8.30  p.  m.  sharp.  Every  seat  in  the  hall 
was  taken  by  members,  and  we  nom- 
inated officers  for  the  year  1908»  and  I 
hope  they  will  be  as  faithful  and  true 
as  the  oflicera  of  the  year  1907. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  our  master, 
F.  Cogglns,  and  treasurer,  W.  Flynn, 
refuse  the  nomination  for  another 
year. 

We  nominated  Bro.  J.  Wright  as 
master;  Bro.  Jim  Garvey,  treasurer, 
and  Bros.  W.  Ow^ns,  M.  McCarty  and 
W.  Flynn  as  board  of  directors. 

Well,  I  will  have  to  tell  you  of  the 
ball  which  Lackawanna  Lodge  No.  221 
is  going  to  hold  Wednesday  evening, 
January  16th,  at  Wesp's  Hall,  Clinton 
street,  Buffalo,  and  all  who  attend  are 
promised  a  good  time.  Hoping  to  see 
present  all  brothers  of  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  and  sisters  of  the  Auxiliary  and 
friends. 

We  also  wish  to  congratulate  M.  J. 
Tige,  our  ez-JouBNAL  agent,  on  his 
new-bom  son,  and  I  hope  mother  and 
son  are  doing  nicely.  Good  boy,  Mike. 
We  hope  he  will  be  an  8.  U.  of  N.  A. 
man. 

1  will  cut  off  here,  wishing  success 
to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  the  Auxiliary. 
W.  G.  Nash. 


South  Chicago,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  not  seen  anything  in  the 
littie  pink  book  about  No.  17,  I  thought 
1  would  see  what  I  could  do  in  the  line 
of  writing  a  few  lines  about  the  lodge. 
The  boys  are  doing  fine  here  at  pres- 
ent, only  they  are  taking  off  an  engine 
or  two,  but  everybody  is  doing  fine 
and  working  steady. 

We  held  our  tenth  annual  ball  on 
Norember  16th,  and  it  was  a  big  suc- 
cess in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and 
everybody  who  attended  had  a  very 
enjoyable  time.  The  grand  march  was 
led  by  Bro.  Thomas  Matthews  and 
wife,  assisted  by  Bro.  James  Dickson 
and  wife.  Three  hundred  couples  par- 
ticipated in  the  march.  The  music 
was  furnished  by  Kraus's  orchestra.  A 
very  palatable  home-made  supper  was 
served  by  the  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  yof 
N.  A.  Calumet  Lodge  No.  15.  The  la- 
dies in  charge  of  the  supper  were  Mrs. 


F.  W.  Olson,  Mrs.  Kreanboom,  Mrs.  B. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  J.  Barrett 

The  following  were  the  committees' 
to  whom  is  due  the  credit  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  affair:  Arrangement  com- 
mittee, Bros.  J.  D.  Cox,  M.  J.  Keogh, 
George  Hoos;  reception  committee, 
Bros.  T.  W.  Olson,  P.  D.  Beaner,  Arnold 
Teed,  C.  Miller,  T.  H.  Stone,  Thomas 
Biatthews,  James  Dickson,  William 
Feithen,  our  superintendent  of  the  C, 
L.  S.  ft  B.  Railway,  John  Kirk,  and 
our  assistant  general  yardmaster, 
Bert  Hill. 

I  guess  1  will  ring  off,  as  I  know  you 
will  be  tired.    I  remain, 

J&.  J.  XL» 


Sprinsf  ieM,  Mm. 

Editob  Switghmbn'b  Joubnal: 

1  write  a  few  lines  to  the  Joubital 
to  let  the  brothers  know  that  No.  105, 
after  sleeping  for  three  or  four  years, 
has  finally  woke  up  and  in  the  last  six 
weeks  we  have  taken  in  twenty-nine 
members  and  have  several  more  appli- 
cations to  work  on,  in  fact,  we  have 
got  about  all  of  the  good  material  here. 

Business  has  been  extra  good  all  fall 
and  summer,  but  is  a  little  slack  at 
present 

At  our  last  meeting  Bros.  Swaringer, 
Harris  and  Frisbee  visited  us  from 
Fort  Scott  Lodge  No.  65. 

Bro.  D.  M.  Payne  was  injured  Sun- 
day, but  the  doctor  says  not  seriously. 

I  will  close,  hoping  that  all  lodges 
are  growing  as  fast  as  No.  105.  I  re- 
main.        Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

O.  B.  Smtth. 


Topeka,  Kans. 

Bditob  SwrrcHMBN's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  not  seen  anything  in  the 
Joubnal  in  regard  to  Lodge  No.  12,  I 
thought  I  would  let  the  brothers  know 
that  we  are  still  in  existence,  we  are 
taking  in  new  members  right  along. 

I  hope  the  next  Joxtbnal  agent  for 
No.  12  will  be  more  attentive  than  I 
have  been,  and  I  hope  the  brothers  will 
not  be  offended  for  my  neglect  In  not 
writing  oftener.  As  I  am  not  much 
of  a  scribe,  they  must  not  expect  too 
much  from  a  car-squirrel. 

Wishing  all  a  Happy  New  Year,  I  re- 
main,      Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

RONDT. 
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Misplaced  Confidence. 

Allegheny,  Pa.,  Dec  22,  1907. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

On  the  12th  day  of  November,  1907, 
at  8  p.  m..  In  Ashtabula,  O.,  an  ex- 
member  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  by 
the  name  of  C.  H.  McCauley,  and  one 
W.  M.  Phillips,  who  also  claimed  to  be 
a  member  of  a  lodge  of  this  union  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  held  me  up  and  at- 
tempted to  rob  by  beating  me  over  the 
head  with  a  blackjack.  Having  known 
and  worked  with  ex-member  C.  H. 
McCauley  for  eight  years  and  roomed 
with  him  for  nearly  two  years,  we  had 
become  very  close  friends.  With  this 
confidence  I  accepted  an  invitation 
from  Mr.  McCauley  to  go  out  for  an 
evenings's  outing  with  some  friends. 
He  led  me  to  believe  that  we  were  to 
meet  the  parties  on  a  certain  street  of 
which  I  wasn't  familiar.  After  we  ar- 
rived at  the  point  where  we  were  to 
meet  these  parties  Phillips  cam^  up 
behind  me  and  struck  me  with  a  black- 
jack over  the  head.  But  failing  on 
four  or  five  attempts  to  knock  me  out 
he  started  to  run.  My  would-be  friend 
McCauley  was  standing  by  and  wit- 
nessed this  attempt  on  the  part  of  my 
life.  Immediately  after  this  assault  I 
notified  the  police,  and  the  following 
morning  they  were  arrested  as  they 
emerged  from  a  poker  joint.  When 
brought  before  the  judge  they  both 
pleaded  guilty  to  assault  and  battery 
to  escape  the  greater  charge  of  high- 
way robbery  and  attempt  to  kill. 
McCauley  was  sentenced  to  three 
months  in  Jefferson  Jail  and  fined  |50. 
and  Phillips  was  given  four  months  in 
the  same  place  with  a  fine  of  |25. 
McCauley  admitted  before  the  judge 
that  he  led  me  into  this  trap. 

Since  McCauley  was  sentenced  some 
of  his  relations  paid  the  fine  and 
bought  his  release.  This,  I  trust,  will 
be  accepted  as  a  warning  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  union,  that  they  will  be  on 
the  lookout  for  these  two  gents. 

Andrew  McNevich. 

2401  Mission  street,  S.  S..  Pittsburg, 
Pa. 


St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  following  were  elected  to  con- 
duct the  affairs  of  Lodge  No.  31  for  the 
year  of  1908:  Barney  McDonald,  presi- 
dent; William  Brabeck,  vice-presi- 
dent; A.  F.  Pabst,  recording  secre- 
tary; D.  Taylor,  financial  secretary; 
Travis  Kelley,  chaplain,  and  C.  F.  W. 
Hall,  J.  P.  Murphy  and  Harry  B.  Mad- 
den, board  of  directors. 

All  the  members  are  hustling  to 
make  our  tenth  annual  ball  a  success. 
It  is  the  biggest  undertaking  any  labor 
organization  ever  tackled,  and  No.  31 
is  going  to  set  the  pace.  You  boys 
from  up  the  creek  where  No.  30  is  lo- 
cated come  down  and  we  will  show 
you  how  it's  done. 

At  our  last  regular  meeting  a  com- 
mittee of  ladies  from  Pride  of  Noi;^h- 
west  Lodge  No.  5  waited  upon  us  and 
requested  No.  31  to  recognize  them  as 
No.  31's  auxiliary.  This  was  granted, 
and  henceforth  No.  31  has  an  appendix. 

Bro.  Whalin,  who  was  injured  last 
month,  is  still  confined  to  his  bed.  We 
hope  when  this  reaches  print  he  will 
be  able  to  resume  his  place  on  the  foot- 
board again. 

Bro.  Martin  Doege,  who  received  ser- 
ious injuries  November  11,  1906,  has 
opened  up  a  swell  cigar  store  and 
smoking  parlor  at  the  comer  of  West 
Sixth  and  Front  streets.  All  those 
who  smoke  and  use  tobacco  drop  in  and 
see  him.  His  stock  is  always  fresh  and 
up-to-date. 

Peter  of  Hamlin  and  Bartley  (?) 
has  gone  to  Wisconsin  to  spend  the 
holidays.  I  wonder  what  ^s  the  at- 
traction?   Cigars? 

Well,  here  is  hoping  that  we  will  all 
prosper  in  1908.  A.  F.  P. 


The  union  man  who  refused  a  street- 
car transfer  because  It  did  not  bear  the 
printers'  union  label  is  no  worse  than 
the  man  who  refused  his  pay  because 
the  bills  did  not  bear  the  lithogra- 
phers' or  plate  printers'  label. 


The  full  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  recently  handed  down  a  decision 
that  the  union  label  may  be  used  on 
all  stationery  and  printing  done  by* 
the  municipal  printing  plant.  Thd 
court  dismisses  a  petition  for  a  writ  of 
mandamus  brought  by  A.  W.  Finly  and 
others  against  T.  A.  Whalen,  superin- 
tendent of  the  municipal  plant,  and  the 
city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  union  label  being  used  on 
stationery  and  printing  used  by  the 
city. — Boston  Herald. 
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THE    LADIES'   AUXILIARY 
TO    THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


Toledo,  O. 

Editor  SwircHMSif's  Joubnal: 

We  are  mighty  glad  to  De  represented 
this  month,  especially  because  it  was 
onr  turn  to  entertain  all  the  auxiliaries 
of  the  seyeral  railroad  organizations, 
and  we  did  It  in  a  handsome  fashion. 
Wednesday  afternoon,  Dec.  10th,  at 
Pythian  Castle,  the  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  our  worthy  Mistress,  Mrs. 
Ella  Rogers.  Sister  Agnes  Kegho  wel- 
comed the  ladies  In  a  happy  fashion 
and  made  us  realize  the  motive  for 
which  we  are  banded  together.  This  was 
followed  by  a  delightful  program  of  the 
following  numbers:  Piano  duet,  the 
Misses  Martin;  recitation,  Mrs.  Leonore 
Lindsay  of  No.  209,  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
to  the  B.  of  R.  T.;  musical  selection, 
Mrs.  Hattie  Reynolds  of  Ivy  Leaf  Lodge 
No.  200;  a  recitation,  Mrs.  Tripp  of 
B,  of  L.  P.;  paper  on  "Women,"  by  Mrs. 
Marie  VinnemiUer  of  Royal  Oak  Div. 
No.  294,  O.  O.  A.  to  the  B.  of  L.  E.; 
Tiolin  solo,  Miss  Sophonia  Luce,  accom- 
paniment by  Mrs.  Watson  of  No.  391, 
Toledo  Division ;  address  by  Mrs.  Clara 
Jenny  of  No.  57,  G.  O.  A.  to  B.  of  L.  E. 
The  Grand  President  of  the  O.  R.  C. 
gave  a  short  talk  on  unionism.  Last, 
but  not  least  on  the  program,  was  the 
delicious  dinner  served  at  five  o'clock, 
when  covers  were  laid  for  some  300 
guests.  The  decorations  for  this  room 
were  chrysanthemums  in  their  gorge- 
ous colors.  Tall  vases  filled  with  these 
blossoms  adorned  the  tables  and,  divid- 
ing these  vases  were  lighted  candles  in 
the  colors  of  our  order,  set  in  unique 
standards  of  purple  and  white  turnips. 
Our  flower,  the  white  carnation,  was 
also  laid  at  each  plate.  This  made  a 
very  effective  and  delightful  picture, 
the  colors  contrasting  nicely  with  the 
huge  Christmas  bells  which  hung  from 
the  chandeliers  and  gave  us  a  sugges- 
tion of  the  Tuletide.  Scalloped  oysters, 
sandwiches,  olives,  pickles,  coffee,  cake 
and  Ice  cream  was  daintily  served  by 
the  ladies,  who  were  becomingly  at- 
tired in  black  skirts  and  sheer  white 


waists,  and  wearing  tiny  white  aprons. 
After  the  guests  were  seated  chaplain 
Sister  Mehling  asked  the  blessing.  The 
excellence  of  our  menu,  the  laughter 
and  the  happy  spirit  that  filled  the 
room  to  overflowing  made  us,  the  mem- 
bers of  so  young  an  auxiliary,  feel  an 
inspiration  to  go  forward  and  do  our 
very  best.  When  the  guests  departed 
they  extended  to  all  who  entertained 
them  so  royally  a  vote  of  thanks. 

As  an  auxiliary  we  are  doing  fine, 
having  taken  in  four  new  members  at 
the  last  meeting.  The  following  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 
Mistress,  Ella  Rogers;  vice-mistress, 
Gertrude  Hennessy;  secretary,  Mary 
Lockard;  treasurer,  Lillian  Honts; 
chaplain,  Anna  Mehling;  conductress, 
Agnes  Kegho;  guard,  Agnes  Cying; 
board  of  directors,  Clara  Dean,  Joseph- 
ine Mekman,  Maude  Bradford. 

As  I  peep  into  the  future  I  can  see 
the  grand  good  work  go  on  with  such 
an  efficient  corps  of  officers. 

The  stork  paid  a  visit  to  Sister 
Schulers  and  left  a  fine  young  switch- 
man. 

Really,  this  is  a  dreadful  long  letter, 
but  it  will  be  my  last,  as  I  hand  my  * 
pen  over  to  Sister  Carr  for  the  coming 
year,  1908.  Wishing  you  all  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year,  I 
remain.      Yours  in  T.,  H.  and  J., 

Heb  Haw. 


Jackson,  Mich. 

I  see  by  the  December  Joubnal  that 
my  letter  did  not  find  Its  way  into  the 
wastebasket,  so  I  will  try  once  more. 
I  will  start  in  by  wishing  all  members 
of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

At  our  last  regular  meeting  we  nomi- 
nated and  elected  our  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  The  attraidance  was  good 
and  all  seemed  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  meeting,  and  prospects  look  as 
bright  for  the  future  as  they  have  in 
the  past. 
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The  officers  elected  were  as  foUows: 
Mistress,  Mary  Alton;  past-miatress. 
Rose  Cothran;  ylce-mistress,  Zella 
Brahm;  secretary  and  treasurer.  May 
Hasbruck;  chaplain,  Agnes  Sanders; 
conductress.  Bell  Constable;  guard, 
Uitelene  Reinheart;  board  of  directors, 
May  Emmons,  Lizzio  Donohue  and 
Mabel  Bary. 

The  men  are  all  very  busy  arranging 
for  their  annual  ball  to  be  given  on  the 
evening  of  Jan.  81,  1908.  Several  good 
prizes  have  been  donated  and  a  num- 
ber of  tickets  have  been  sold.  They  ex- 
tend a  cordial  invitation  to  all. 

Sister  Susan  Whitney,  who  has  been 
very  sick,  is  slowly  improving.  We 
all  hope  to  see  her  in  the  lodge  room 
before  long. 

1  think  I  will  close  for  this  trip  and 

give  some  other  sister  of  Jackson  Lodge 

No.  23  an  opportunity  to  say  something 

for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  order. 

Yours  In  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Union  Wife. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Eh)iT0B  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Just  a  few  words  from  Golden  Rule 
Aux.  No.  17,  for  I  am  sure  the  auxili- 
aries in  general  will  be  glad  to  know 
of  the  good  time  we  had  at  our  ball 
on  Nov.  22d.  To  say  that  everybody 
was  happy  is  putting  It  mildly.  We 
worked  hard  for  our  ball  and  that  is 
what  it  takes  to  make  anything  a  suc- 
cess, and  we  feel  that  it  was  a  grand 
success,  both  socially  and  financially, 
thanks  to  the  committee  and  our 
worthy  mistress  Sister  Clark,  who 
worked  with  them  as  she  always  does. 

We  are  doing  nicely  in  the  way  of 
new  members.  We  took  in  three  at  our 
last  meeting  and  have  two  for  our 
next.  Our  worst  trouble  is  in  getting 
our  applicants  to  materialize.  We  have 
many  that  we  would  be  pleased  to  see 
at  our  lodge  room,  No.  702  Southwest 
Boulevard,  either  on  the  second  Sunday 
night  or  the  fourth  Tuesday  afternoon. 

Now,  Bro.  Switchmen,  any  one  of  you 
who  are  aware  that  your  wife  has  an 
application  In  No.  17,  hurry  her  up. 
You  know  the  old  adage,  never  put  off 
for  tomorrow  what  can  be  done  today, 
works  well  in  this  case. 

Last  meeting  was  election  of  officers. 
Our  worthy  mistress.  Sister  Clark,  was 
relected.    The  other  officers  are  as  fol- 


lows: Vice-Mistress,  Siiater  Graham, 
past  mi8>tress.  Sister  Morgan;  secretary. 
Sister  Rice;  treasurer,  Sister  McGrath; 
chaplain.  Sister  Krause;  guard.  Sister 
James;  board  of  directors.  Sisters 
Mfelke,  Mirrer  and  Lonergan;  con- 
ductress, Sister  Burgess. 

I  hope  to  see  more  letters  from  the 
sisters  next  month.  Wake  up,  "Cherry 
Girl"  and  let  us  hear  from  you.  We 
are  always  anxious  for  "Tessle's"  let- 
ters. Come  again,  "He  Haw,"  you  are 
all  right. 

Wishing  the  S.  U.  and  L.  A.  success 
in  the  future,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  T.  and  J., 
One  of  the  Wobkebs. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  enjoy  reading  the  many  interesting 
letters  in  the  Journal  so  much  that  I 
have  decided  to  make  my  first  attempt 
In  contributing  *'a  word"  in  behalf  of 
Golden  Rule  Lodge  No.  17,  and  if  our 
worthy  editor  does  not  consider  it  of 
sufficient  merit  to  give  it  space  in  the 
pink  book,  he  may  consign  it  to  the 
wastebasket.  But  try  and  bfe  lenient, 
as  this  is  my  first  attempt. 

Golden  Rule  Lodge  is  flourishing  and 
steadily  increasing  In  membership  at 
every  meeting. 

We  held  our  annual  ball  at  the 
Academy  of  Music  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  22d,  which  was  a  decided  success 
and  largely  attended  and  everyone  re- 
ported having  a  very  enjoyable  time. 

At  our  last  regular  meeting  we 
elected  our  officers  for  the  coming  year 
and  feel  very  proud  of  them,  as  they 
are  each  and  every  one  capable  and 
efficient,  and  untiring  workers  for  the 
interest  of  our  lodge. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  our  worthy 
mistress,  Mrs.  Clark,  re-elected,  and 
feel  confident  that  she  ^111  preside  in 
the  same  admirable  way  that  she  has 
in  the  past  year.  Our  treasurer,  Mrs. 
McGrath,  was  re-elected;  also  Mrs. 
Graham  as  vice  mistress.  We  know 
them  by  their  past  work  to  be  ^'tried 
and  true."  We  have  a  new  secretary 
this  year,  Mrs.  Rice  being  elected,  and 
feel  sure  she  will  make  a  competent 
officer. 

I  want  to  say  a  word  to  the  timid 
ones  who  feel  that  It  is  necessary  for 
them  to  have  an  invitation  to  become  a 
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member  of  the  auxiliary.  Now,  ladies, 
such  is  not  the  case.  Tou  can  come  to 
our  meetings,  which  are  held  at  No. 
702  S.  W.  Boulevard  on  the  second  Sun- 
day nights,  and  fourth  Tuesday  after- 
noone  of  each  month,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  consider  your  application,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  the  sisters  sociable 
and  friendly.  I  think  every  lady 
should  associate  herself  with  a  lodge, 
or  a  church,  or  both,  especially  in  the 
city  where  there  is  a  lack  of  sociability, 
for  it  comes  in  very  acceptable  to  have 
friends  in  case  of  sickness  or  distress. 
A  friend  in  need  is  surely  a  friend, 
indeed,  and  the  main  object  of  our 
lodge  is  to  do  good  and  help  when  our 
help  is  needed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  every  switch- 
man's wife,  mother  or  daughter  should 
be  interested  in  the  auxiliary  and  be- 
come a  member  in  preference  to  other 
lodges,  for  it  is  the  means  of  our  sup- 
port and,  of  course,  we  are  deeply  con- 
cerned. Aside  from  the  social  part,  the 
benefit  feature  of  1250.00  in  case  of 
death  ought  to  make  it  very  desirable. 

With  the  coming  of  the  New  Year  I 
hope  we  may  all  begin  it  with  the  reso- 
lution, along  with  our  other  good  reso- 
lutions, of  making  1908  the  banner  year 
for  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  the  auxiliary, 
and  try  to  overcome  our  shortcomings 
in  the  past  and  work  in  harmony  with 
one  another,  for  in  unity  there  is 
strength.  By  this  time  next  year  I 
hope  there  will  be  many  new  lodges 
added  to  our  roster. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Well-Wisher. 


St.  Louis»  Mo. 

Edttob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Twetieth  Century  Lodge  is  still  doing 
business. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  elected  offi- 
cers to  serve  the  coming  year,  and  al- 
though it  was  a  very  unpleasant  eve- 
ning, there  was  quite  a  good  attend- 
ance. Mary  Calhoun  was  elected  mis- 
tress; Al vesta  Zimmerman,  vice-mis- 
tress; Nellie  Cherry  was  re-elected  to 
her  post  as  secretary;  Margaret  Mc- 
Carthy keeps  her  place  as  treasurer; 
Camilla  Smith,  chaplain;  Elida  Brown 
will  be  our  conductress  again;  Mar- 
garet Albright,  inside  guard;  Rhoda 
Bartley,  outside  guard;  Anna  Ham- 
mohd,  chairman  of  board  of  directors; 


Carrie  Rameey  and  Mary  Sheridan, 
members  of  the  board.  Rosa  Best,  the 
retiring  mistress,  takes  the  past-mis- 
tress chair.  Our  arrangement  commit- 
tee for  our  ball  was  also  elected  and 
consists  of  Mary  Calhoun,  chairman, 
Mary  Sheridan  and  Alvesta  Zimmer- 
mann. 

A  rag-ball  party  is  to  be  held  at  our 
next  meeting  and  prizes  have^  been 
offered  for  a  voting  contest  for  th*e  be9t 
looking  woman  and  ugliest  man  pres- 
ent. We  can  tell  you  the  winners  when 
next  we  write  (if  the  man  doesn't  ob- 
ject, I  know  the  lady  won't). 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Bro. 
Fred  Miller  is  on  the  sick  list,  but  we 
trust  he  will  soon  be  out  again. 

"Shorty"  told  in  Ms  letter  last 
month  of  the  good  time  every  one  had 
at  No.  37's  ball,  and  he  was  right,  too. 
We  can  vouch  for  that. 

We  are  in  hopes  of  gaining  a  good 
many  new  members  now  that  our  in- 
creased benefit  is  in  efPect,  and  we  want 
to  stay  in  first  place.  At  the  last  count 
we  had  the  largest  membership  of  any 
of  the  lodges. 

Trusting  that  all  the  members  of  the 
S.  U.  and  L.  A.  had  a  merry  Christmas, 
and  that  the  year  of  1908  may  be  a 
prosperous  one  to  all,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
Mabt  Calhouk, 
Journal  Agent, , 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  Queen  City  Lodge  No.  6, 
Dec.  5th: 

Mistress — Sarah  Lewis. 
Vice-Mistress — Sara  T.  Jackson. 
Chaplain— Mary  Coffee. 
Secretary — Mary  Walsh. 
Treasurer — Margaret  Daly. 
Conductress— Nellie  Redhead. 
Guard — Minnie  Ryan. 
Board     of     Directors — Mary     Tyler, 
Amelia  Dougherty,  Minnie  Keppen. 

Mrs.  Mary  Steward,  Second  Vice- 
Grand  Mistress  of  Cleveland,  0.,  and 
Mrs.  Rose  Maroney  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
were  present  at  the  meeting  and,  under 
good  and  welfare  of  the  order,  gave  the 
members  a  pleasant  talk.  After  the 
meeting  was  over  a  banquet  was  served 
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in  honor  of  our  Grand  Lodge  officers, 
whom  we  hope  to  see  often. 

Installation  of  officers  will  be  held 
at  our  regular  meeting,  Thursday*  Jan. 
2d,  and  we  hope  to  see  every  member 
present  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  mem- 
bers will  attend  meetings  more  regu- 
larly during  the  coming  year  than  they 
have  in  the  past  and  that  some  new 
members  will  be  added  to  our  list.  Buf- 
falo has  over  1,200  S.  U.  members  and 
we  certainly  should  have  the  largest 
lodge  in  our  order.  But  the  members 
are  slow  in  getting  after  the  ladies 
eligible,  and  those  eligible  don't  seem 
anxious  enough  to  join  to  send  us  their 
applications.  They  should  remember 
that  we  now  h{iye  a  |250  death  benefit 
tind  our  dues  are  only  a  small  amount 
each  month.  Come,  sisters,  and  join 
with  us  and  help  us  maKe  Queen  City 
Lodge  the  banner  lodge  of  the  order. 

The  following  committee  has  charge 
t3f  the  arrangements  for  our  dance  to 
be  given  at  Conley's  Hall,  No.  640  Main 
street,  Jan.  22d:  Sarah  Lewis,  Cath- 
erine Kruge,  Alice  Ryan,  Kathryn  Cal- 
lahan, Ethel  Dougherty,  Jennie  Fisher 
and  Sara  T.  Jackspn.  The  music  will 
be  by  Hulbert's  Orchestra  and  we  prom- 
ise the  brothers  and  their  wives  a  good 
time  if  they  will  join  with  us. 

Wishing  all  the  sisters  a  happy  and 
prosperous  new  year,  I  am. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Tessie. 


Minneapolis,  Minii. 

Editob  SwrrcHMKN*s  Joubwal: 

As  I  was  reading  the  Journal  this 
month  I  failed  to  find  a  letter  from 
Oolden  Rod  Lodge  No.  3,  and  it  is  too 
bad.  We  can  not  see  anything  but 
memoriams.  But  we  will  have  another 
In  next  month's  Journal.  Death  has 
again  entered  our  circle,  claiming  Bro. 
William  Koenig  on  Friday,  Dec.  13th. 
He  left  home  presumably  well  and  able 
to  do  his  work,  only  to  De  cut  down 
without  one  moment  to  ask  his  Maker 
lorgiveness  for  his  transgressions.  He 
was  buried  at  Hillside  Cemetery.  It 
'Seemed  so  nice  to  see  so  many  of  the 
switchmen  there.  They  formed  in  line 
and  marched  to  Broadway  and  Central 
avenue,  where  seven  of  the  G.  N.  en- 
gines were  tolling  their  bells.  The 
Jboys  bared  their  heads  to  show  their 


respect  for  the  dead  as  the  procession 
went  by. 

It  seems  too  bad  when  Lodge  30  has 
80  many  members  that  so  few  are  will- 
ing their  wives  should  join  the  L.  A. 
There  were  over  fifty  members  and 
only  five  of  the  L.  A.  Of  course  we 
know  many  of  you  have  little  ones  you 
can  not  leave,  but  if  you  were  a  mem- 
ber and  wanted  to  go,  you  all  have 
friends  kind  enough  to  take  baby  while 
you  went  to  a  funeral,  and  when  death 
comes  to  a  home  how  nice  a  fraternal 
order  is.  The  K.  P.  funeral  services 
were  beautiful,  but  a  nian's  working 
order  seems  the  nearest  and  dearest,  so, 
boys,  just  bring  your  wives  next  Sun- 
day evening  when  you  go  to  meeting. 
We  meet  the  same  evening  on  the  same 
floor  in  lodge  room  No.  4.  Have  your 
wife  come  and  join  us,  and  in  a  case 
like  this  you  have  someone  to  send 
and  break  the  terrible  news  to  the  wife. 
I  heard  some  of  the  boys  say  that 
they  would  not  go  If  they  were  paid 
1500.  Well,  some  one  has  to,  and  how 
much  better  it  would  be  for  a  member 
or  sister  of  the  L.  A.  to  bring  the  ter- 
rible news  instead  of  a  stranger. 

Next  month  I  hope  to  be  able  to  tell 
you  about  our  installation  of  officers. 

Sister  Winn  of  No.  654  Buchanan 
street  will  entertain  Golden  Rod  Lodge 
No.  3,  and  8.  U.  Lodge  No.  30  at  cards 
on  Jan.  7th.  If  you  read  this  notice 
before  the  card  party  takes  place, 
make  it  your  business  to  be  on  hand, 
for  the  proceeds  realized  from  the 
party  will  be  turned  over  to  the  floral 
fund,  and  you  all  know  what  that  is 
for. 

Wishing  you  all  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  very  Happy  New  Year,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

Alia. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

You  officers  of  our  auxiliary,  you  on 
whom  rest  the  responsibilities  of  our 
lodge  for  the  present,  you  who  pledged 
yourself  not  only  to  be  wortiiy 
members  but  worthy  officers,  remember 
your  responsibilities.  As  the  great 
universe  is  order  and  harmony  only 
through  the  perfection  of  its  laws,  so' 
is  our  lodge  governed  and  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  the  lodge  de- 
pends on  the  orderly  subservence  of 
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our  officers.  If  it  was  your  ambition  to 
hold  an  office  and  to  nave  reverence 
for  its  Tlrtues,  remember  that  nothing 
is  more  admirable  than  devotion  to 
duty.    Be  trusty  as  a  Roman  soldier. 

When  Pompeii  was  exhumed  a  few 
years  ago,  after  lying  under  the  cinders 
of  VesuTius  about  eighteen  hundred 
years,  the  body  of  a  Roman  soldier  was 
discovered  at  the  Herculanum  gate  of 
the  city.  He  evidently  had  been  placed 
there  as  a  sentinel  and  there,  amid 
the  accumulated  horrors  of  that  Au- 
gust day,  he  unflinchingly  remained. 
He  stood  at  his  post  while  the  earth 
rocked  and  shivered  beneath  his  feet, 
and  the  grim  old  mountain  towering 
above  him  was  thundering  from  base 
to  summit,  and  the  air  surcharged  with 
smoke  and  ashes,  though  lit  up  with  a 
lurid  glare  by  the  flames  bursting  and 
roaring  all  around  him,  he  stood  at  his 
post  of  duty  till  enveloped  in  the  man- 
tle of  a  fiery  death.  O,  hero  of  the 
dead  city!  Step  out  from  your  ashen 
shroud  and  exalt  us  by  the  lesson  of 
your  death.  When  the  very  earth 
rocked  beneath  your  feet  and  the 
heavens  seemed  falling,  you  ^tood  on 
guard  there  entombed — a  sacrifice  to 
duty.  Awful  death,  but  O  how  sublime 
is  its  lesson!  Who  would  not  honor 
such  heroism?  Emulate  this  heroism, 
sisters,  and  in  whatever  office  of  the 
lodge  you  are  placed,  be  true  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  you,  then  the  lodge  is 
safe.  Go  forth  with  a  heart  glowing, 
not  with  the  conceit  of  a  lordly  am- 
bition to  ride  to  power  over  others  and 
against  the  wishes  of  your  sister  mem- 
bers, but  with  the  pride  of  an  honest 
conscience  to  be  a  good  officer  and  an 
honor  to  the  lodge  that  gave  you  the 
power  to  rule.  Then  our  auxiliary  will 
be  a  grand  success. 

Yours  In  U..  H.  and  J., 

Chubby. 


The  "Arrow  Brand"  collars,  the 
'Monarch"  shirts  and  all  products  of 
the  Cluett-Peabody  company  are  being 
excluded  from  the  purchases  of  mem- 
bers of  labor  organizations  and  their 
friends.  Collars,  shirts  and  shirt 
waists  bearing  the  union  label  are  on 
the  market,  and  sales  of  the  union 
product  are  increasing.  Patronize  thd 
label  of  the  Shirt  Waist  and  Laundn^ 
Workers. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Oleander 
Lodge  No.  70,  Galveston,  Tex.,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whxbeas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  take  from  our  midst  our 
beloved  brother,  John  Owens,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Galveston  Wharf  Co.  yard 
on  July  11th,  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty;  and 

Whebbab,  In  his  death  Lodge  No.  70 
has  lost  a  worthy  brother  and  member, 
who  was  ever  ready  to  lend  assistance 
to  a  worthy  cause  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself;  therefore,  be 
it 

Resolved,  That  in  respect  to  our 
broUier  our  charter  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  thirty  days,  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  the  lodge,  a  copy  sent  to 
the  bereaved  family,  and  a  copy  to  the 
Journal  for  publication. 

H.  D.  RxA, 
L.  S.  PewELL. 
Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Queen  City 
Lodge  No.  6  Ladles'  Auxiliary  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  held  De- 
cember 19,  1907,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whesbas,  The  Angel  of  Death  has 
entered  the  home  of  our  sister,  Sarah 
Chase,  and  taken  from  her  a  beloved 
husband,  and  from  our  midst  an* 
esteemed  brother;   therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we.  .the  members  of 
this  lodge,  extend  to  our  afflicted  sis- 
ter and  her  family  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy in  their  bereavement;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  forward  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  Sister  Chase, 
one  copy  to  the  Joubnal  for  publica- 
tion, and  a  copy  spread  on  our  min- 
utes. Amelia  Douohebtt, 
Sabah  Lewis, 
Saba  T.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  ot  Harlem 
River  Lodge  No.  56  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
New  York  City,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whkbeas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav* 
enly  Father  in  His  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  friend  and  brother, 
Joseph  E.  Doyle,  who  had  his  spine 
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broken  on  October  12th«  while  per- 
forming bis  duty,  and  died  on  Novem- 
ber 9tb;    and 

WHiatBAS,  The  sadden  removal  of 
such  a  life  from,  our  midst  leaves  a 
vacancy  that  will  be  deeply  realized 
by  all  members  of  this  union;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  with  deep  sympathy 
for  his  aged  mother,  father,  sisters 
and  brothers  of  our  departed  brother 
we  express  our  hope  that  even  so 
great  a  loss  to  us  all  may  be  over 
ruled  for  good  by  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  well;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  and  a  copy  forwarded  to 
the  bereaved  mother  and  sisters  and 
our  charter  be  draped  for  thirty  days. 
H.  Oebhasd, 

J.   D.   WiNNANS, 

Geobge  MoMichael, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Valley 
Lodge  No.  172,  Sayre,  on  Dec.  15th. 
1907,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
Ood  to  take  from  our  midst  our  favorite 
friend  and  brother,  Julius  H.  Vaughn, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  in  Sayre 
yard  Dec.  5,  1907;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his 
mother  and  her  family  and  relatives 
our  most  sincere  sympathy,  and  that  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  his 
mother  aud  her 'family  and  a  copy  sent 
to  the  Journal  for  publication;  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty  days. 
John  Goodall, 
Robert  Fitzgerald, 
Michael  J.  Harding, 
Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Detroit 
Lodge  No.  13,  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Death  has  again  visited 
our  lodge,  and  our  Heavenly  Father 
has  taken  to  Himself  that  staunch  and 
worthy  brother,  John  McKnight;   and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  John 
McKnight,  Detroit  Lodge  has  suffered 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  truest  and 
staunchest  members,  one  who  was  ever 
honorable  and   just   in   all   things,   a 


kind  and  loving  husband  and  father,  a 
man  not  only  respected  by  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  but  by  aU 
who  knew  him,  and  his  death  is  deeply 
regretted  by  all;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  members   of   De- 
troit Lodge  No.  13,  that,  as  a  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  brother, 
our  charter  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
thirty  days,  that  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
our  meeting,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the 
bereaved   family,   and   one   forwarded 
to  the  JoiTRNAL  for  publication. 
Joseph  H.  Rumnet, 
CoRT  DesRousie, 
James  Tbant, 

Committee. 


At  a  special  meeting  called  Decem- 
ber 19,  1907,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  Big  Stack  Lodge  No. 
81,  Great  Falls,  Mont.: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro.  B.  T. 
Murphy,  who  was  killed  in  West  Great 
Falls  3^rds,  Wednesday,  December  18, 
1907;    and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Murphy 
this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  and  high^^ 
respected  member,  and  his  family  a 
loving  husband  and  father;  therefore, 
belt 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  hour  of  bereavement,  and  ^^ 
the  Lord  in  His  wisdom  ever  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  the  widow  in  distress; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  sent 
to  the  Journal,  one  to  the  family  of 
our  late  brother,  and  one  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting. 

N.  A.  Ladner, 
George  C.  Johnson, 
Clarence  R.  Perrt, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Auburn 
Park  Lodge  No.  208  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  held 
Monday,  December  16,  1907,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro. 
Michael  Bohoskey,  who  died  December 
5,  1907.  after  five  days'  illness  of  ob- 
struction of  the  bowels;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Bo- 
hoskey this  lodge  lost  a  worthy  mem- 
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ber,  and  hia  family  a  loving  husband 
and  father;   therefore,  be  it 

Rewlved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  honr  of  bereavement,  and  may 
the  Lord  in  His  wisdom  ever  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  the  widow  in  distress; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
In  mourning  for  thirty  days,  and  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  sent  to  the 
JouKNAL,  one  to  the  family  of  our  late 
brother,  and  one  spread  on  the  min- 
ntes  of  this  meeting. 

Jamss  Finuct,. 
Habbt  Bates, 
Joseph  Mansiield, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Syracuse 
Lodge  No.  152  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  take  unto  Himself  the 
beloved  mother  of  our  worthy  treas- 
urer, Bro.  Oibeau;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this 
lodge  extend  to  Bro.  Gibeau  and  family 
their  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  sad 
affliction;    and,  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  on  our  minutes,  one 
sent  to  the  family,  and  one  to  the 
JoTTBNAL  for  publication. 

William  A.  Rtan, 
Thomas  M.  Reillet, 
Beet  Coblew, 

Committee. 


The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Poppy 
Lodge  No.  25,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  held 
December  6,  1907: 

Whebeas,  Almighty  God  in  His  all- 
wise  judgment  has  seen  fit  to  remove 
from  our  midst  our  beloved  brother, 
Robert  Ramsey,  one  who  was  a  friend 
to  all,  one  who  was  a  kind  and  loving 
father,  a  noble  husband,  a  dutiful  son, 
and  an  affectionate  brother,  one  who 
in  times  of  strife  and  turmoil  sought 
only  to  spread  the  influence  of  peace, 
one  who  was  a  faithful  switchman, 
and  one  who  was  brave  even  in  the 
grasp  of  death  and  died  making  his 
peace  with  God;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  ladies  of  Poppy 
Lodge  No.  25  do  by  these  presents  ex- 
tend to  his  bereaved  wife  and  so^ 
fttther,'  mother,  sister    and    brothers, 


who  are  left  to  mourn  his  death,  their 
heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  great  sor- 
row, and  pray  God  will  sustain  them 
in  their  loss;   be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  family,  and  a 
copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  the  Switch- 
men's Journal,  and  a  copy  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  Poppy  Lodge  No. 
26.  Julia  McGill, 

Lena  Daneke, 
Susie  Setmoub, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Golden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  3,  held  at  Minneapolis  on 
Dec.  18th,  the  following  resolutions 
were  drawn  up  and  unanimously 
adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  through 
His  messenger  Death  to  visit  us  and 
remove  from  our  midst  our  esteemed 
Bro.  Charles  Koenig,  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty;  and 

Whebeas,  We  mourn  the  loss  of  one 
who,  while  in  life,  we  held  dear  as  a 
brother  and  friend,  and  while  we  can 
never  more  meet  his  pleasant  smiles 
in  this  life,  we  humbly  submit  to  Him 
who  called  our  brother's  spirit  to  the 
life  beyond  the  grave;  and 

Whereas,  His  wife  and  children  have 
lost  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and 
father,  and  parents,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters a  kind  and  afPectionate  son  and 
brother;  therefore  be  it 

Rfisolved,  That  Golden  Rod  Lodge 
No.  3,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.,  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved wife  and  family  its  sincere  con- 
dolence and  earnest  sympathy  in  this 
their  hour  of  affliction,  and  that  we 
commend  them  to  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  well;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  our  minutes,  a  copy  be  sent 
to  his  wife  and  one  to  the  Journal  for 
publication. 

Kate  Lynch, 
Alice  Benedict, 
Josephine  Conteaw, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Pride  of  the 
West  Lodge  No.  43,  Dec.  12,  1907,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God,  through  His  messenger  Death,  to 
remove   from  our  midst  Bro.   Robert 
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Ramsey  while  in  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties; and 

Whebeas,  In  justice  to  his  name  we 
can  truthfully  say  that  to  meet  him 
was  to  lov^  him,  and  to  know  him  was 
to  love  him  more;  and 

Whebeas,  His  faults  were  few  and 
his  virtues  many;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  be- 
reaved wife,  parents,  brothers  and  sis- 
ter our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  their 
hour  of  affliction,  and  may  the  good 
Master  comfort  the  hearts  of  the  be- 
reaved family;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother,  our 
charter  be  draped  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  wife,  a  copy  spread 
on  our  minutes  and  a  copy  sent  to  the 
JouBNAL.  O.  M.  Seaman, 

S.  A.  McGlNNIB, 

Hbnbt  Mobsis, 
Committee. 


The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Cen- 
tennial Lodge  No.  35,  Denver.  Col., 
held  November  27,  1907: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  God  to  take 
from  our  midst  Bro.  H.  E.  Shannon, 
who  most  unfortunately  met  with 
death  at  his  home  November  8,  1907; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  taught  by  the 
word  of  God,  spread  the  mantle  of 
charity  over  the  sad  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  death  of  the  departed 
brother,  commending  his  soul  to  the 
all-wise  Creator,  God  in  heaven;  and, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  sympathy  be  ex- 
tended to  his  sorrowing  family,  and 
may  the  Lord  in  His  mercy  assist 
them  in  this  their  hour  of  need;  and, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  record  of  these 
resolutions  be  embodied  in  the  minutes 
of  this  meeting,  and  a  copy  be  fur- 
nished the  JouBNAL  for  publication. 

C.    S.   MOBE, 

J.  D.  Peebt, 
Paul  Moskow, 

Committee. 


were  adopted  upon  the  death  of  our 
worthy  brother.  Wells  J.  Kipple: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  our  beloved  brother; 
and 

Whebeas,  Blue  Island  Lodge  ^o.  29 
has  lost  a  faithful,  true  and  honorable 
brother,  his  wife  and  children  a  loving 
husband  and  father,  his  mother* 
brothers  and  sisters  a  beloved  son  and 
brother,  and  while  we  feel  the  great- 
ness of  our  own  loss,  we  sincerely  sym- 
pathize with  the  relatives  in  this  dark 
hour  or  bereavement  and  sadness; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  memory  of  our  de- 
ceased brother  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  the  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  these  resolutions  be  spread 
on  our  minutes,  and  a  copy  be  ^nt  to 
the  bereaved  family,  and  one  to  our 
editor  for  publication. 

E.  E.  Hansen, 
W.  E.  MoGuiBE, 

A.    J.   ViNKE, 

Committee. 


Wanted. 

A  switchman,  age  twenty-eight  years, 
a  member  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America,  who  left  Astoria,  Ore., 
about  the  6th  or  6th  of  October,  1907, 
on  the  steamer  Nome  City  for  San 
Francisco,  to  write  to  tady  acquaint- 
ance who  made  the  same  voyage  on  the 
same  date  on  the  same  steamer. 

If  this  catches  his  eyes  he  is  re- 
quested to  write  to  Miss  Edith  Mayn- 
ard.  General  Delivery,  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. 


To  learn  the  whereabouts  of  Fred 
Lapp,  an  old-time  switchman.  When 
his  relatives  last  heard  from  him  (sev- 
eral years  ago)  he  was  working  in  St. 
Louis  for  the  O.  /ft  M.  R.  R.  Any  In- 
formation will  be  thankfully  received 
by  his  half-brother,  E.  N.  Holladay, 
president  Lodge  No.  158,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Address  953  Willow  street 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Blue  Island 
Lodge  No.  29,  held  December  22,  1907, 
the  following  resolutions    of    respect 


Died. 

Mrs.  Ella  Murphy,  wife  of  Bro.  James 
Murphy,  member  of  Golden  Gate  Lodge 
No.  158,  died  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  on 
Nov.  21,  1907,  of  heart  disease. 
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Cards  of  Thanks. 

Pn)BiA,  111.,  Dec  21»  1907. 
Editob  Switghken'b  Joubnal: 

I  am  ashamed  that  I  have  neglected 
80  long  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  to 
onr  home  lodge,  No.  72,  for  their  acts 
of  kindness,  for  the  beautiful  flowers 
and  the  payment  of  the  insurance  to 
me  in  mj  great  loss  of  my  husband, 
Clarence  Miller.  I  was  trying  to  flna 
words  to  write  to  express  my  sorrow 
and  loneliness,  but  only  a  wife  that  has 
had  the  same  experience  knows  how 
hard  that  is,  and  my  prayer  is  no  other 
wife  will  ever  know.  All  is  appreci- 
ated and  thankfully  received.  With 
best  wishes  for  all. 

Mas.  Clabencb  Mhjxb, 
Peoria,  111. 

2616  North  Madison  Avenue. 


New  Orleans,  Dec.  17,  1907. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  members  of  Pontchar- 
train  Lodge  No.  223  for  their  kindness 
and  attention  to  me  while  I  was  laid 
up  at  home  recovering  from  the  ampu- 
tation of  my  arm  and  leg.  We  also  de- 
8ire  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
many  acts  of  kindness  shown  me  by 
Bro.  Chas.  Collins,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  No.  225.  We  also  wish  to  sin- 
cerely thank  the  Grand  Lodge  officers 
for  their  promptness  in  paying  my  to- 
tal disability  claim  of  |1,200.  It  was 
only  about  one  month  after  my  policy 
was  sent  that  I  received  my  claim, 
•nd  I  was  a  member  of  the  Union  only 
four  months.  The  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  is  a 
grand  order  and  may  it  grow  and  pros- 
per, is  the  heartfelt  wish  of 

R.  E.  McClanahan  and  Motheb. 


Chicago,  111.,  Dec.  9,  1907. 
BSDnoR  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  208  of  Au- 
hnm  Park,  111.,  for  their  kind  attenUon 
to  myself  and  children  at  the  death  of 
my  beloved  husband,  Michael  Bohos- 
key.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the  members 
for  the  beautiful  floral  offering  which 
expressed  their  kindness  and  sympathy. 
My  heartfelt  wish  is  that  the  Switch- 
men's Union  may  ever  prosper  in  their 
good  works. 

Mas.  Kate  Bohosket. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  12.  1907. 
E<DiT0B  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Switchmen's 
Union  for  the  prompt  payment  of  the 
insurance  of  my  dear  husband,  John  F. 
Collins  of  Nlckle  Plate  Lodge  No.  220, 
who  lost  his  life  on  Sept.  28th,  while 
doing  his  duty.  I  also  wish  to  thank 
the  members  for  their  beautiful  floral 
offering.  Wishing  your  order  a  long 
and  prosperous  career,  I  remain. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Mas.  Mabt  Collins. 


Blue  Island,  111. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  thank  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  insur- 
ance of  my  husband,  Victor  W.  Ingra- 
ham  of  Blue  Island  Lodge  No.  29. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  members 
for  their  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
beautiful  floral  offering. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Mas.  Gebtbude  Inobaham. 


M.  R.  Welch,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir — I  wish  to  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  check  for  |1,200  in  payment 
of  the  insurance  carried  by  my  dear 
brother,  Harry  H.  Hobelman,  who  was 
a  member  for  years  of  Lodge  No.  1  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
promptness  with  which  my  claim  was 
met. 

Please  also  convey  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  Joubnal  my  gratitude  to 
the  members  of  Lodge  No.  149,  Free- 
port,  111.,  for  their  kindness  and  con- 
sideration when  the  spectre  of  death  in- 
vaded my  home. 

My  sincere  wish  is  may  God  protect 
the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North  Amer- 
ica  and  the  members  thereof. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Emma  Hobelman. 


Chicago,  111.,  Dec.  1, 1907. 
Bditob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

Through  your  Joubnal  I  wish  to  ex- 
press my  sincere  thanks  to  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.  for  settlement  of  my  claim,  also  to 
the  members  of  John  W.  Druery  Lodge 
No.  36  for  kindness  shown  me  at  the 
death  of  my  late  husband  and  the 
favors  they  granted  me  during  his  pro- 
longed  illness,  also  for  beautiful  floral 
piece. 
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And  I  want  to  thank  especially  Bro. 
John  Nelson  and  wife  and  Bro.  George 
Fleming  and  wife  of  Topeka  Lodge  No. 
12,  for  their  kind  assistance  and  con- 
solation to  me  In  my  hour  of  need. 
Long  live  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  is  the 
prayer  of  a  switchman's  widow,  and 
may  they  ever  prosper. 
Sincerely, 

Mabqabet  McLauohlin. 


Kansas  Citt,  Mo.,  Dec.  5,  1907. 
EiDiTOB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  most  heartfelt 
thanks  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  No.  1,  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.,  and  also  members  of 
Auxiliary  No.  17,  for  kindness  shown 
me  and  my  children  during  the  sick- 
ness and  death  of  my  beloved  husband, 
William  H.  Beerup.  May  the  Grand 
Lodge  accept  my  thanks  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  claim  held  by  my  hus- 
band, and  may  God  bless  and  protect 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  is  the  heartfelt  wish 
of      Mabie  J.  Beebup  and  Childbbn. 


WiLBUBTON,  I.  T.,  Dec.  t,  1907. 
if.  jR.  Welch,  Chrand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer: 
Deab  Snt— I  wish  to  thank  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  for  the  prompt  payment  of  the 
claim  of  my  late  husband,  George  M. 
Prutsman,  of  Kali  Inla  Lodge  No.  182. 
I  also  wish  to  thank  oiflcers  and  mem- 
bers of  Terminal  Lodge  No.  198,  Ar- 
genta,  Ark.,  for  the  sympathy  and 
kindness  shown  me.  Aiso  thanks  to 
Kali  Inla  Lodge  No.  182  for  the  beau- 
tiful floral  tribute.  My  heartfelt  wish 
Is  that  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  may  ever 
prosper.  Fraternally  yours, 

Mas.  Geobge  M.  Pbutsman. 


I  think  myself  that  that  would  be  a 
wise  nation  or  a  wise  state  which 
should  make  such  laws  that  people 
^all  not  make  money  out  of  their  chil- 
dren  before  they  are  sixteen  years  old. 
— Edward  Everett  Hale. 

Trade  unions  are  authorized  by  our 
statutes  and  are  approved  and  sup- 
ported by  the  enlightened  sentiment 
of  all  right  thinking  men,  and  their 
benefits,  both  to  their  members  and 
the  general  public,  are  seen  and  appre- 
ciated by  every  unprejudiced  mind. — 
Judge  Bland  of  the  Appellate  Court  of 
MiasouH. 


Childhood. 

By  Eugene  V.  Debs. 

What  emotions  the  reooUectious  of 
childhood  inspires  and  how  priceless 
it«  treasured  memories  in  our  advanc- 
ing and  declining  years! 

Laughing  eyes  and  curly  hair,  little 
brown  hands  and  bare  feet,  innocent 
and  care-free,  trusting  and  loving,  ten- 
der and  pure,  what  an  elevating  and 
satisfying  influence  these  little  gods 
have  upon  our  maturer  years! 

Childhood!  What  a  holy  theme! 
Flowers  they  are,  with  souls  in  them, 
and  if  on  this  earth  man  has  a  sacred 
charge,  a  solemn  obligation,  it  is  to 
tuese  buds  and  blossoms  of  numanlty. 

Yet  how  many  of  them  are  pre- 
maturely plucked,  fade  and  die  and  are 
trampled  in  the  mire.  Many  millions 
of  them  have  been  snatcued  from  the 
cradle  and  stolen  from  their  play  to  be 
fed  to  the  forces  that  turn  a  working- 
man's  blood  into  a  capitalist's  gold,  and 
many  millions  of  others  have  been 
^  crushed  and  perverted  Into  fllth  for  the 
^lums  and  food  for  the  pottersflel^. 

Childhood  is  at  the  parting  of  the 
ways  which  lead  to  success  or  failure, 
honor  or  disgrace,  life  or  death.  So- 
ciety is,  or  ought  to  be,  profoundly 
concerned  in  the  nature  of  the  environ^ 
ment  that  is  to  mould  the  character 
and  determine  the  career  of  its  chil- 
dren and  any  remissness  in  such  duty 
is  rebuked  by  the  most  painful  of 
penalties  and  these  are  inflicted  with 
increasing  severity  upon  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Childhood  is  the  most  precious 
charge  of  the  family  and  the  com- 
munity, but  our  capitalist  civilization 
sacrifices  it  ruthlessly  to  gratify  its 
brutal  lust  for  pelf  and  power,  and  the 
march  of  its  conquest  is  stained  with 
the  blood  of  infants  and  paved  with 
.the  puny  bones  of  children. 

What  snail  the  harvest  be? 

The  millions  of  children  crushed  and 
slain  in  the  conquest  of  capitalism 
have  not  died  in  vain.  From  their  lit- 
tle graves  all  over  this  fair  land  they 
are  springing  up,  as  it  were,  against 
the  system  tnat  murdered  them  and 
pronouncing  upon  it,  in  the  name  of 
God  and  humanity,  the  condemnation 
of  death. 
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The  Railroad  Trainmen's  Journal 

Unites  in  the  Demand  for  a 

More   Effective    Safety 

Appliance  Law. 

On  another  page  the  reader  will  find 
on  article  bearing  the  caption  of 
"Criminal  Carelessness  on  the  Part  of 
Railroads,"  which  appeared  in  the 
RMroad  Trainmen*8  Journal  of  De- 
cember last,  and  which  is  along  the 
line, of  the  course  which  this  journal 
has  'been  pursuing  for  the  last  two 
jetLTs  in  it^  advocacy  of  certain  needed 
amendments  to  the  present  safety  ap- 
pliance laws.  The  only  features  of 
this  article  to  which  we  would  call 
specific  attention  are:  first,  that  which 
relates  to  falling  from  trains;  second, 
its  statement  regarding  coupling  acci- 
dents. The  reader  will  recall  an 
article  which  appeared  in  the  Joxtbnal 
of  last  month  reviewing  the  Accident 
Bulletin  No.  24,  and  showing  where  it 
was  misleading.  In  our  efforts  to  do 
this  we  confined  our  computations  to 
those  facts  which  had  a  bearing  only 
on  the  coupling  accident  record.  Our 
reason  for  this  was  because  the 
Switchmen's  Union  members  are 
specifically  and  vitally  Interested  in 
improving  conditions  along  this  line, 
though  it  has  a  contributory  interest 
in  improvements  along  other  lines.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad  Trainmen  have  an  equally 
^eciflc  and  vital  interest  in  that  feat- 
ure of  train  equipment  which  pertains 
to  air-brake  complement  and  mechan- 
ism. It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence 
that  both  the  Trainmen*a  Journal  and 

the      JOUBNAL      op      THE      SwXYCHMEN'S 

XJjnoN  published  in  the  same  month 
facts  and  figures  in  refutation  of  the 
averments  made  in  the  24th  Accident 
Bulletin  to  the  effect  that  an  appre- 
ciable decrease  in  two  "items  of  acci- 
dents" was  manifest,  namely,  "falling 
from  trains  and  coupling  accidents." 
The  significance  of  this  coincidence  is 
that  each  of  the  two  orders  of  railway 
employes  speaks  of  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  accidents  to  their  members 
in  the  performance  of  their  specific 
duties  from  direct  and  immediate  con- 
tact with  those  conditions  upon  which 
they  predicate  their  unequivocal  and 
matter^f-f^t  averments.  The  assev- 
eration which  thus  comes  from  these 


two  orders  of  railway  employes  can- 
not be  gainsaid  or  denied*  even  by 
the  compiler  of  the  Accident  Bulletin 
statistics. 

Some  may  contend  that  the  article 
in  the  Trainmen's  Journal  sustains  the 
claims  set  forth  in  the  24th  Accident 
Bulletin  regarding  the  decline  of 
"coupling  ai^cidents,"  because  it  inci- 
dentally admits  there  has  been  a  re- 
duction of  the  latter  class  of  casual- 
ties in  that  clause  which  reads: 
"There  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  deaths 
and  disabilities  from  coupling  cars, 
but  the  losses  from  falling  from  trains 
overcome  tne  diminishing  number  of 
casualties  from  coupling  cars." 

While  this  may  be  true  from  the 
trainmen's  point  of  view,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  trainmen  per- 
form this  duty  under  conditions  which 
are  vastly  different  from  those  under 
which  the  switchmen  have  to  work. 
In  the  former  case  the  work  of  coup- 
ling and  uncoupling  is  done  under 
most  favorable  conditions;  that  is,  at 
way  stations  over  the  main  lines  where 
the  trainman  can  do  this  work  with 
more  deliberation,  and  where  little  or 
no  curvature  in  the  track  is  found.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  duties  of  the 
switchman  require  him  to  work  under 
radically  different  conditions.  First, 
his  work  is,  in  the  main,  performed  in 
the  crowded  freight  yards  of  the  large 
cities  where  he  Is  at  times  compelled 
to  move  as  many  as  500  freight  cars — 
piece  by  piece — ^within  a  few  hours' 
time  and  often  in  the  face  of  the  most 
Inclement  weather;  second,  fully  half 
the  number  of  cars  which  have  to  be 
thus  moved  and  shifted  are  found 
upon  curves  of  such  short  radii  that 
the  automatic  function  of  the  couplers 
with  which  the  cars  are  equipped  are 
COMPLETELY  NEUTRALIZED.  This 
of  course  make  it  necessary  for  the 
switchman  to  go  between  the  cars  and 
effect  a  coupling  by  hand.  Often  a 
chain  must  be  used  to  connect  the 
cars  to  be  coupled  until  they  can  be 
pulled  to  a  point  where  the  couplers 
will  be  in  alignment.  Likewise  the 
uncoupling  lever  mechanism  is  often 
neutralized  by  the  strain  upon  the 
locks,  and  the  switchman  must  in  con- 
sequence go  in  and  pry  up  or  ham- 
mer the  lock  until  it  is  forced.  These 
are  the  conditions  which  today  make 
the  work  of  the  switchmen  far  more 
hazardous  than  was  the  case  in  the 
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days  of  the  link  and  pin.  With  these 
facts  before  the  reader,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  that  with  the  switchmen 
accidents  from  coupling  and  uncoup- 
ling are  inevitably  on  the  increase  and 
will  continue  to  be  until  the  present 
designs  of  coupling  devices  are  retired 
from  service.  We  showed,  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  Joubnal,  that  "coupling 
accidents/'  on  the  whole,  were  steadily 
Increasing  despite  the  averments  made 
in  the  last  (24th)  Accident  Bulletin. 
If  there  has  been  a  "small  decrease"  In 
accidents  of  this  kind  to  the  order  of 
trainmen  it  is  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion that  the  burden  of  the  increase 
thus  shown  must  inevitably  fall  upon 
the  switchmen. 


Criminal    Carelessness   on 
Part  of  Railroads. 


the 


Under  our  laws,  a  person  who  com- 
mits murder,  and  against  whom  the 
charge  can  be  proven.  Is  punishable  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  law.  A  corpora- 
tion, however,  appears  to  be  Immune 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  that 
holds  the  individual  criminal  to  Its 
strictest  provision. 

The  latest  report  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  issued  for  the 
year  closing  June  30,  1906,  shows  a 
steady  Increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  and  disabilities  of  the  men  em- 
ployed in  the  train  and  engine  service. 

The-  adoption  of  the  Safety  Ap- 
pliance Law  was  expected  to  do  away 
with  the  heavy  list  of  deaths  and  dis- 
abilities that  have  made  employment 
in  the  transportation  service  regarded 
as  extra  hazardous,  but  while  the  en- 
forcement of  the  law  has  appreciably 
rli  mini  shed  the  deaths  and  accidents 
from  certain  causes,  it  appears  that 
they  have  been  Increased  from  certain 
other  causes. 

We  find  that  the  heaviest  increase  is 
due  to  falling  from  cars  and  engines. 
There  is  no  question  but  what  the  rea- 
son for  this  increase  Is  the  partial  en- 
forcement of  the  Power  Brake  Law.  It 
is  a  general  practice  to  require  men  to 
do  a  certain  amount  of  hand  braking, 
and  with  the  train  partly  equipped 
wiUi  air,  the  position  of  the  man  who 
is  compelled  to  go  on  the  top  of  a  mov- 
ing train  has  been  made  more  danger- 
ous than  it  ever  was. 


Another  reason  for  deaths,  that  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  the  result  of  crim- 
inal negligence  on  the  part  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  companies,  is  that  of  com- 
pelling men  to  get  between  cars  to 
chain  them  together.  There  may  be 
thnes  when  this  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, and  its  avoidance  an  impossibil- 
ity, but  we  believe  in  the  majority  of 
cases  where  deaths  have  occurred 
through  this  reason,  that  It  was  wholly 
unnecessary,  and  the  employer,  or  the 
person,  who  Issued  the  order,  compel- 
ling the  employe  to  perform  the  ser- 
vice, should  be  held  responsible  for 
the  act 

The  late  convention  at  Atlanta  took 
a  decided  stand  against  the  practice, 
and  by  resolution  directed  the  Grand 
'  Master  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

In  order  to  show  the  efPect  of  the 
practice  of  chaining  up  cars,  on  our 
own  organization,  the  following  cas- 
ualties are  herewith  offered,  which 
have  occurred  since  the  beginning  of 
1907.    They  are  as  follows: 

March  5th— William  E.  Toy,  Lodge 
No.  572.  Left  hand  caught  In  wire 
cable,  used  to  pull  car,  with  defective 
coupler.  Hand  amputated.  Lacka- 
wanna Steel  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Feb.  24th — J.  J.  Ryan,  Lodge  No.  96. 
Crushed  between  engine  and  car,  while 
trying  to  unchain  them.  A.  T.  S.  P. 
Ry..  Dodge  City,  Kan. 

March  2l8t--S.  .T.  Hollls,  Lodge  No. 
637.  Crushed  while  coupling  engine  to 
bad  order  car.  C.  R.  I.  &  P.  Ry.,  Dal- 
hart,  Tex. 

June  8th — B.  Andersen,  Lodge  No. 
372.  Left  hand  amputated:  coupling 
cars  with  link  and  pin.  Port  Reading, 
N.  J.    P.  A  R.  Ry. 

July  22d — C.  D.  Gunnells,  Lodge  No. 
590.  Crushed  by  two  cars,  chaining 
same  together.  A.  G.  S.  R.  R..  Bes- 
semer, Ala. 

June  22d — T.  J.  Homing,  Lodge  No. 
261.  Crushed  between  two  cars 
chained  toirether.  Pennsylvania  Co., 
Columbus,  Ind. 

July  2d— T.  J.  Reilly.  Lodge  No.  669. 
Crushed  while  uncoupling  two  cars 
chained  together.  S.  L.  ft  S.  F.,  Madill, 
Ind.  Ter. 

Aug.  7th — J.  F.  Loud.  Lodge  No.  848. 
Crushed  between  engine  and  bad  order 
car.  Maine  Central  R.  R.,  North 
Maine  Junction^  Me. 
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April  30Ul— C.  R.  Northcott,  Lodge 
No.  489.  Crushed  between  cars,  on 
account  of  defective  coupling.  S.  L.  ft 
S.  F.  R.  R.,  St  LouU.  Mo. 

Jifne  11th— J.  L.  Burnett,  Lodge  No. 
501.  Crushed  between  two  cars  chained 
together.    K.  C.  S.  R.  R..  Frierson,  La. 

Iftarch  4th— J.  H.  Lauder,  Lodge  No. 
110.  Crushed  between  cars,  making 
chain  coupling.  P.  V.  ft  C.  R.  R., 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

April  20th— J.  F.  Foley,  Lodge  No. 
307.  Crushed  between  bad  order  cars. 
Spokane  Falls  ft  Northern,  Curlew, 
Wash. 

March  2d — Allen  Ziegler,  Lodge  No. 
S87.  Crushed  while  trying  to  un- 
couple two  cars  chained  together.  B. 
ft  O.  R.  R.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

March  14th — F.  F.  Thorpe,  Lodge  No. 
S76.  Crushed  while  chaining  up  car 
to  engine.    C.  of  Qa.  R.  R.,  Macon,  Ga. 

Sept  26th — ^Eam  Davison,  Lodge  No. 
737.  Crushed  while  cliaining  together 
two  bad  order  cars.  Ohio  Erie  R.  R., 
Garrettsville,  Ohio. 

Our  members  will  not  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  in  performing  a  duty  of 
this  kind,  the  onployes  are  doing  so  by 
orders  of  their  employers,  who  are 
held  according  to  the  terms  of  the  Em- 
ptoyers'  LiabiUty  Bill. 

The  law  itself  is  waiting  for  final 
interpretation  at  the  hands  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and,  if  it  is  worth  any- 
thing, every  case  of  the  kind  herein 
mentioned,  properly  comes  under  its 
jurisdiction.  The  responsibility  of  the 
employer  is  in  no  wise  diminished,  be- 
cause of  the  necessity  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  service,  and  if  every  due 
precaution  for  safety  is  used  by  the 
employe,  we  cannot  see  where  there  is 
any  reason  why  the  protection  of  the 
law  should  not  apply  in  each  instance. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  members 
will  pay  strict  attention  to  every  case 
of  this  kind,  and  take  every  precau- 
tion to  insure  the  prompt  application 
of  the  law. 

An  idea  of  the  merciless  slaughter 
of  oar  railroad  men  can  be  easily 
gained  if  it  will  be  remembered  in  the 
beginning  that  for  every  133  men  em- 
ployed there  was  one  killed  and  for 
every  eight  men  employed  there  was 
one  injured  for  the  period  covered  in 
the  last  report  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission.  If  war  were  as 
dangerous  as  a  job  on  the  freight  trains 
or  In  the  railroad  yards  of  this  country 


there  would  be  no  need  for  long  drawn 
out  peace  conferences  to  prevent  it 

The  death  and  disability  rate  is  in- 
creasing. There  is  a  slight  falling  off 
in  deaths  and  disabilities  from  coup- 
ling and  uncoupling  cars,  but  the  losses 
from  falling  from  trains  overcomes  the 
diminishing  number  of  casualties  from 
coupling  cars. 

If  there  ever  was  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  Employers'  Liability  Law 
the  latest  report  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
mission furnishes  it  No  stronger  case 
could  be  offered  than  the  death  and 
disability  rolls  that  show  there  were 
3,807  railroad  men  killed  and  66,254 
injured  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty  for  the  period  covered  by  the  re- 
port. 

Many  of  the  injuries  result  in  per- 
manent disability  and  shut  off  all  earn- 
ing capacity  of  the  injured.  It  is  a 
terrible  record  of  death  and  injury  that 
cries  for  redress  and  the  strict  applica- 
tion of  every  law  enacted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  men. — Railroad  Train- 
men*8  Journal, 


''Increase  of  Railway  Accidents'' 

The  Literary  Digest  has  this  to  say: 
Owing  to  the  epidemic  of  serious 
railway  accidents  during  the  latter 
part  of  1906  and  the  first  part  of  1907, 
the  figures  covering  the  casualties 
exceed  all  previous  annual  records. 
From  the  statistics  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1907,  just  made  public  by  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Ckkmmission,  it 
appears  that  the  casualties  for  the 
year  in  railway  accidents  were  5,000 
killed  and  76,286  injured. 

Says  the  Engineering  News  (New 
York,  November  14th):  **Thi8  is  an 
enormous  and  appalling  increase  over 
the  figures  for  the  preceding  year,  al- 
though the  record  for  that  year  was 
considered  at  the  time  exceedingly 
bad.  The  figures  for  the  increase  are 
775  more  persons  killed  and  9.577  per- 
sons injured.  It  is  possible  that  some 
part  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
injured  may  be  due  to  greater  care  in 
furnishing  reports  of  accidents  and  the 
inclusion  of  a  large  number  of  persons 
with  minor  injuries.  But  the  increase 
in  the  number  killed  undoubtedly  rep- 
resents an  increase  in  the  risk  of 
travel  by  rail.  The  above  figures  in- 
clude only  accidents  to  passengers  and 
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to  employes  while  actually  on  duty  on 
or  about  trains.  The  casualties  to 
trespassers  on  railroad  property  and 
those  due  to  accidents  at  grade  cross- 
ings and  at  railway  shops  are  all  ex- 
cluded. The  list  Includes,  also,  only 
the  steam  railways  reporting  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  and 
does  not  Include,  therefore,  the  great 
mileage  of  electric  lines,  on  which 
casualties  are  now  Increasing  at  such 
a  rapid  rate.  It  Is  probable  that  these 
figures  will  command  the  attention  of 
Congress  at  the  approaching  session, 
and  that  renewed  efforts  will  be  made 
to  bring  about  further  government 
action  in  the  investigation  by  experts 
of  railway  disasters  and  of  safety  ap- 
pliances designed  for  their  preven- 
tion." 

Note  by  the  Editor — ^Thls  article 
came  to  our  attention  after  the  other 
articles  which  appear  in  this  Issue, 
bearing  on  the  "casualty  record"  and 
further  need  of  safety  appliance  legis- 
lation had  been  prepared  for  the  press. 
Referring  to  the  quotation  from  the 
Engineering  News,  the  Joubnal  would 
remind  its  readers  that  this  is  a  maga- 
zine published  In  the  interest  of  the 
railroads,  just  as  Is  the  Railroad 
Oazette  and  the  Railway  Age,  How- 
ever, it  has  always  been,  or  tried  to  be, 
fair  In  treating  of  this  subject.  The 
Journal  calls  to  mind  the  fact  that 
several  years  ago  the  Engineering 
News  warned  the  railroads  that  if  they 
did  not  take  steps  to  improve  the  de- 
sign of  coupler  which  was  causing  a 
large  percentage  of  the  accidents  that 
were  occurring  to  employes  the  govern- 
ment would  likely  pass  some  "drastic 
measure"  that  would  have  the  effect  to 
take  the  matter  of  design  in  coupling 
devices  out  of  their  hands. 


Honor  in  Being  a  Union  Man. 

No  person  need  feel  ashamed  of 
holding  a  paia  up  union  card  or  a  due 
book.  No  class  of  society  or  organiza- 
tion or  philanthropist  has  done  as 
much  for  the  common  people  as  the 
labor  unions.  Philanthropists  build 
homes  for  the  working  men  and 
women  after  they  have  left  the  home 
of  their  parents.  Unions  are  making 
the  home  fireside  fit  for  sons  and 
daughters  to  remain  in  the  true  home 
— that  of  their  parents — by  Increasing 


wages  so  that  the  father  can  support 
the  family,  and  make  the  home  what 
It  should  be.  Philanthropistff  bnild 
libraries,  while  unions  shorten  the 
hours  of  labor  to  give  the  workln^^en 
time  to  read  the  books.  Unions  shorten 
hours  of  labor  to  place  more  of  the 
men  to  work  who  are  willing  to  work. 
Cities  build  hospitals  and  the  unions 
take  care  of  the  family  while  the 
bread  winner  Is  in  them. 

If  death  should  call  one  of  it8  mem- 
bers the  union  pays  a  death  benefit  to 
keep  the  wolf  from  the  door  and  to  my 
knowledge  not  one  member  of  any 
union  has  ever  been  burled  in  a  pau- 
per's grave. 

Labor  unions  have  fought  to  save 
the  children  from  the  factory  an4 
place  them  In  the  schools  by  having 
laws  enacted  and  In  increasing  the 
wages  of  the  fathers  so  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  send  the  child  to  work. 
Labor  unions  have  done  more  good 
work  among  their  members  regarding 
morality  and  sobriety  than  any  other 
class,  through  changing  the  surround- 
ings of  their  members.  Labor  unions 
have  made  better  citizens  of  the  work- 
ing class  by  having  them  take  an  in- 
terest In  the  common  welfare  of  the 
community.  These  statements  can  be 
all  verified  by  any  person,  and  it  can 
also  be  substantiated  that  the  benefits 
of  organized  labor's  work  have  not 
been  confined  to  its  members  but  the 
working  class  as  a  whole  has  received 
the  benefits  of  its  work. 

Now,  Mr.  Union  Man  and  Sympa- 
thizer, learn  to  recognize  the  union 
card  or  due  book  as  a  badge  of  honor 
and  become  an  active  worker  to  ex- 
tend the  work  by  your  good  counsel. 

Try  a  little  boosting  and  remember 
that  the  best  way  to  boost  is  to  buy 
union  label  goods  and  have  your 
friends  do  likewise. — Geo  M,  Neubert, 


"He  that  is  not  for  us  Is  against 
us."  There  are  no  middle  grounds  in 
connection  with  trade  unionism.  Trade 
unions  are  fighting  for  shorter  hours, 
increased  wages  and  better  condi- 
tions. The  workingman  outside  of  the 
organization  counts  on  the  opposite 
side.  His  position  and  influence  are 
used  and  counted  aeainst  the  organi- 
zation. You  are  either  for  the  im- 
proved conditions  of  labor  or  you  are 

against  tnem.    Where  do  you  stand? 

W.  D.  Ikahon. 
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A  Railroad  Man's  Prayer. 

Tlie  following  prayer  appeared  in 
the  November  issue  of  Railrondmen^ 
and  appeared  some  time  ago  in  this 
joumaL 

Following  the  prayer  is  a  criticism 
by  one  of  the  readers  of  Railroadmen 
which  is  worthy  of  note. — Ed. 

An  old  railroad  employe  converted 
at  a  meeting,  was  asked  to  lead  in 
prayer.  He  hesitated  a  moment — then 
with  trembling,  but  clear-sounding 
voice  is  said  reverently  to  have 
prayed: 

"Oh,  Lord,  now  that  I  have  flagged 
thee,  lift  up  my  feet  from  the  rough 
road  of  life  and  plant  them  safely  on 
tlie  deck  of  the  train  of  salvation.  Let 
me  use  the  safety  lamp  of  prudence 
and  make  all  the  couplings  in  the  train 
with  the  strong,  link  of  love,  and  let 
my  hand-lamp  be  the  Bible.  And, 
Heavenly  Father,  keep  switches  closed 
tbat  lead  off  on  the  sidings,  especially 
those  with  a  blind  end.  Oh,  Lord;  if 
it'  be  thy  pleasure  have  every  sema- 
phore block  along  the  line  show  the 
white  light  of  hope  that  I  may  make 
the  run  of  life  without  stopping;  and 
Lord,  give  us  the  Ten  Commandments 
for  the  schedule,  and  when  I  have  fin- 
ished the  run  on  schedule  time  and 
pulled  into  the  great,  dark  station  of 
death,  may  the  superintendent  of  the 
universe  say:  'Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant,  come  and  sign 
the  pay  roll,  and  receive  your  check 
for  eternal  happiness.'" — Telescope. 

"A  Railroad  Man's  Prayer,"  pub- 
lished last  month,  brought  forth  this 
classic: 

What  possessed  a  man  of  your  intel- 
ligence and  love  for  your  f el  low-man 
to  perpetuate  for  the  nine  millionth 
time  this  mawkish  and  moth-eaten  old 
relic  of  the  medieval  ages?  Talk  about 
a  chestnut!  This  is  simply  a  worm- 
eaten  old  schuck,  a  mummified  crust, 
a,,  petrified  and  gangrenous  old  corpse, 
exhumed  to  incite  the  rage  of  your 
friends.  To  begin  with  it  is  a  sublime 
example  of  inanity  and  asininity,  and 
in  its  palmiest  days  (back  about  1746 
B.  C.)  it  was  never  anything  more 
than  a  bungling  attempt  of  some  anae- 
mic little  hosiery  clerk  to  talk  in  rail- 
road terminology.  It  sounds  like  a 
beer-soaked  land-lubber  essaying  to 
talk  seamanship,  or  like  a  chimpan- 
zee's thesis  on  "Natural  Law  in  the 


Spiritual  World."  It  is  a  travesty  on 
the  manners  of  railroad  men,  and  an 
outrage  on  their  good  sense.  In  the 
interest  of  religion  and  humanity  I 
beseech  you  to  let  it  rest  in  its  literary 
grave,  as  by  this  time  it  stinketh. — 
W.  W.  A. 


Postal  savings  banks  in  the  soft  coal 
and  the  coke  regions  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania would  certainly  have  pre- 
vented the  issuance  of  any  clearing 
house  checks,  prevented  the  coin  of  the 
realm  from  going  to  foreign  shores  and 
would  have  been,  all  around,  a  general 
good  thing.  We  know  whereof  we 
speak. 


Resolve! 

To  boost  the  membership  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union  and  thereby  boost 
your  own  interests. 

To  attend  every  meeting  of  your 
lodge  during^  the  year,  thereby  show- 
ing an  interest  in  your  union. 

If  you  can't  say  a  good  word  for  a 
brother  member,  say  not  a  bad  one. 
Keep  silent. 


More  than  700  coal-miners  were  sac- 
rificed on  the  altar  of  Mammon  during 
the  month  of  December.  Singular  it 
may  seem,  these  lives  were  sacrificed 
in  mines  operated  by  non-union  men. 
Where  the  union  exists,  life  has  a  lit- 
tle protection.  In  the  "open  shop" 
where  FREE  Americans  work  it  is,  "if 
you  don't  like  your  job  you  can  quit," 
and  any  protest  against  lack  of  proper 
precaution  for  life  and  limb  is  met 
with  this  reply,  "If  you  don't  like  your 
job  quit."  To  properly  protect  life  in 
the  mines  costs  money.  Wage  slaves 
cost  nothing.  These  conditions  will  ob- 
tain just  as  long  as  the  workers  permit 
it,  and  that  is  as  long  as  they  keep  on 
voting  their  masters  into  office.  The 
people  of  this  country  are  getting  ex- 
actly what  they  voted  for,  consequent- 
ly they  should  have  no  kick  to  make. 


Life's  burdens  are  surely  heavy 
enough  without  any  addition  of  worry. 
If  we  persistently  refrain  from  fret- 
ting over  small  things,  we  have  all 
the  more  strength  and  patience  and 
fortitude  to  bear  the  really  great  trou- 
bles. If  we  do  not  let  little  things  dis- 
turb our  equanimity,  we  shall  be  the 
less  moved  by  the  real  misfortunes. — 
— W.  R,  Rutherford, 
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Real  Manhood. 

The  flowering  of  ciyiUzatlon  1b  In  the 
finished  man. 

The   world   wants   men — large-hearted 
manly  men — 

Men  who  shall  join  in  chorus,  and  pro- 
long 

The  psalm  of  Labor  and  Love. 

The    age   wants   heroes,    heroes    who 
shall  dare 

To    struggle    In    the    solid    ranks    of 
truth; 

To  clutch  the  monster,  error,  by  the 
throat; 

To  bear  opinion  to  a  loftier  seat; 

To  blot  the  error  of  impression  out» 

And  lead  a  uniyersal  freedom  in. 

— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson, 

American   federation  of  Labor 
Acts. 

The  following  self-explanatory  let- 
ter will  be  of  interest  to  all  trades 
unionists  and  friends: 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  9,  1907. 
To  Oharlea  Bold,  President  Piano,  Or- 
gan and  Musical  Instrument  Work- 
ers International  Union  of  Amer- 
icay  No.  40  Seminary  Ave.,  Ohicago, 
III: 

Deab  Sib  and  Bbotheb — The  Bxecu- 
tiye  Council,  at  its  meeting  of  this 
date,  approved  the  application  made  by 
your  organization  for  the  indorsement 
of  its  position  in  declaring  the  W.  W. 
Kimball  Company  of  Chicago,  111.,  as 
unfair  to  organized  labor,  and  publi- 
cation will  be  made  in  the  December 
issue  of  the  American  Federationist. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 
Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  Samuel  Qompbbs, 

President  A.  F,  of  L. 

It  might  be  well  to  state  here  that 
only  after  due  investigation  and  at- 
tempt at  settlement  was  the  above  ao> 
tion  taken. 

Labor's  most  prominent  leaders  took 
part  in  the  investigation  and  effort  at 
settlement,  to  wit:  Samuel  Gompers, 
President  A.  F.  of  L.;  John  B.  Lennon, 
General  Secretary  Journeymen  Tailors' 
International  Union;  W.  D.  Mahone, 
President  Street  Railway  Employes'  In- 
ternational Union;  George  W.  Perkins, 
President  Cigarmakers'  International 
Union;  William  H.  Spencer,  Secretary  - 


Structural  Building  Trade  Alliance;  D. 
L.  Keefe,  President  'Longshoremen's  In- 
ternational Union. 

The  Kimball  Company  manufactures 
the  following  pianos: 

W.  W.  Kimball,  Chicago,  111.    ' 

Heinze,  Chicago,  111. 

Strauss,  Chicago,  111. 

Whitney,  Chicago,  111. 

Hollenberg,  Chicago,  111. 

H.  D.  Bentley,  Chicago,  111. 

Arion,  New  York. 

Dunbar  ft  Co.,  New  York. 

Hallet  ft  Davis,  Boston,  Mass. 

Junius  Hart,  New  Orleans,  La. 

P.  S.— All  of  the  above  named  pianos 
are  made  at  one  and  the  same  factory, 
the  W.  W.  Kimball  factory,  Chicago, 
111.  Other  names  are  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  the  purchaser.  Shun 
them. 


Gin  You  Give  the  information  ? 

The  parents  of  one  John  Foley,  for 
merly  of  Susquehanna,  Pa.,  are  ejc- 
tremely  anxious  to  learn  his  where- 
abouts. Mr.  Foley  was  employed  In 
train  service  somewhere  in  the  West 
when  last  heard  from,  about  three 
years  ago.  Any  information  will  be 
thankfully  received  by  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Foley,  15  Lyon  street,  Bingham- 
toq,  N.  Y. 


See  to  it  that  the  union  label  is  on 
every  package  of  tobacco  that  you  buy. 
There  is  but  one  guarantee  that  an  ar- 
ticle is  pure  and  made  under  sanitary 
conditions,  and  that  is  the  union  label. 


During  the  past  year  the  Boot  an4 
Shoe  Workers'  Union  has  conducted  an 
advertising  campaign  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  sale  of  union-stamp 
shoes.  This  campaign  embraces  ad- 
vertising in  news  dailies,  magazines, 
trade  papers,  billboards  and  circular- 
letters  to  the  homes.  They  have  made 
a  direct  appeal  to  2,00(>,000  homes  to 
buy  union-stamp  shoes.  In  addition 
fifteen  organizers  are  constantly  visit- 
ing local  unions,  labor  conventions, 
and  other  gatherings,  distributing  ad- 
vertising matter  throughout  this  coun- 
try and  Canada.  What  has  he&a,  the 
result?  During  the  past  year  hun- 
dreds of  retailers  who  did  not  before- 
handle  union-stamp  shoes  now  have 
them  on  sale. 
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Stray  Leaves  From  the  Notebook 
of  a  Labor  Agitator. 

Twenty-nine  years  ago  on  F^b.  27tli 
last  I  first  Joined  a  labor  union.  On 
tliat  day  my  name  was  enrolled  as  a 
member  of  the  Brothertiood  of  Loco- 
motire  Firemen  and  the  very  hour  of 
my  initiation  I  became  an  agitator.  It 
seemed  to  be  the  very  thing  I  had  been 
looking  foiv-and  I  was  ready  for  it 
The  whole  current  of  my  life  was 
changed  that  day.  I  have  a  distinct 
recollection  of  the  initiation  and  can 
still  see  the  faces  of  the  twenty-one 
nallow'pots"  who  made  up  the  group 
of  charter  members,  nearly  all  of 
whom,  in  the  mutations  of  railroad 
life,  have  since  gone  over  the  range. 
A  new  purpose  entered  my  life,  a  fresh 
force  impelled  me  as  I  repeated  the 
obligation  to  senre  the  "brotherhood," 
and  I  left  that  meeting  with  a  totally 
dilTerent  and  far  loftier  ambition  than 
I  had  ever  known  before. 

I  had  serred  my  apprenticeship  in 
the  railroad  shops  and  being  the  only 
"cub"  at  the  time,  knew  what  it  was  to 
haye  a  dozen  bosses  at  once  and  all  the 
grieyances  I  could  carry  without  spill- 
ing. 

Later,  as  a  locomotive  fireman,  I 
learned  something  of  the  hardships  of 
the  rail  in  snow,  sleet  and  hail,  of  the 
ceaseless  danger  that  lurks  along  the 
iron  highway,  the  uncertainty  of  em- 
ployment, scant  wages  and  altogether 
trying  lot  of  the  workingman,  so  that 
from  my  very  boyhood  I  was  made  to 
feel  the  wrongs  of  labor,  and  from  the 
consciousness  of  these  there  also 
sprang  the  conviction  that  one  day 
they  would  all  be  righted. 

On  the  day  I  became  a  member  of 
the  union  I  was  also  elected  one  of  its 
officers  and  for  twenty-two  years  with- 
out a  break,  official  position  in  some 
capacity  claimed  my  service. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  I  or- 
ganised the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad 
Brakemen,  now  the  Brotherhood  of 
itailroad  Trainmen,  and  helped  to  or- 
ganise the  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid 
Association  and  a  number  of  other  or- 
ganizations. The  American  Railway 
Union  was  the  best  of  them  all.  It 
united  all  the  workers  in  the  service. 
That  is  why  the  railroad  corporations 
declared  it  to  be  the  worst  of  all. 


For  two  years  after  the  Pullman 
strike  I  was  shadowed  by  railroad  de- 
tectives, east,  west,  north  and  south. 
The  companies  were  determined  to 
break  up  the  union.  We  tried  organ- 
izing in  secret  It  would  not  work. 
The  spy  could  not  be  kept  out  At 
Providence,  R.  I.,  I  organised  at  mid- 
night in  my  bedroom  at  the.  hotel.  The 
men  had  come  from  different  direc- 
tions, one  at  a  time.  The  next  morn- 
ing they  all  were  called  into  tho  <^- 
fice,  paid  off  and  discharged.  At  Now 
Decatur,  Ala.,  we  had  111  members  ob- 
ligated in  secret  one  at  a  time.  A 
member  so  admitted  was  not  supposed 
to  know  who  else  belonged.  One  morn- 
ing 1^  of  the  more  prominent  of  these 
were  summoned  to  Uie  office.  The. roll 
of  the  111  offenders  was  read  off  to 
them.  For  the  first  time  they  knew 
who  their  fellow  members  were.  The 
officials  had  ferreted  out  the  informa- 
tion and  given  it  to  them  from  the  com- 
pany records.  The  18  leaders  were  dis- 
charged outright  The  remaining  88 
were  ordered  to  produce  their  final 
withdrawal  cards  from  the  American 
Railway  Union  within  ten  days.  Hun- 
dreds of  similar  instances  might  be 
cited. 

The  railroad  managers  of  the  whole 
country  were  up  in  arms  to  annihilate 
the  organization.  From  Maine  to  Ari- 
zona, from  Florida  to  British  Colum- 
bia, their  bloodhounds  were  snifling 
for  the  scent  At  Williams,  Aris.,  two 
of  them  who  had  followed  me  from 
Albuquerque  attempted  to  break  into 
my  room  and  in  trying  to  force  the 
door  the^  bolt  was  sprung  so  the  door 
could  not  be  opened  and  I  had  to 
arouse  the  hotel  attendants  by  a  suc- 
cession of  yells.  One  of  them  climbed 
over  the  transom  armed  with  a  screw 
driver  and  removed  the  lock  and  bolt 
so  as  to  release  me  in  time  to  catch 
the  4  o'clock  train  for  The  Needles. 
The  landlady  was  up  and  all  was  ex- 
citement She  knew  the  detectives 
and  despised  them.  Her  parting  words 
were:  '^atch  out  for  the  scoundrels 
or  they'll  get  you  yet"  When  the 
train  pulled  in  I  got  aboard.  So  did 
the  sleuths.  One  of  them,  the  smaller 
of  the  two,  who,  as  I  observed,  had  a 
game  leg,  was  quite  friendly  and  of- 
fered me  an  "eye  opener"  from  a  quart 
bottla  The  other,  who  was  tall  and 
had  but  one  eye  and  the  most  murder- 
ous countenance  I  ever  saw,  which  he 
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kept  shaded  wifh  the  brim  of  an  enor- 
mous slouch  hat,  had  nothing  to  say. 
At  The  Needles  an  incident  occurred 
which  will  make  another  story. 

The  railroad  managers  had  a  mortal 
dread  of  the  A.  R.  U.  They  feared  its 
Yery  ghost.  As  the  train  stopped  at 
Las  Vegas  on  the  return  trip  the  editor 
of  one  of  the  papers  got  aboard  for  an 
interview  Said  he:  "The  wires  here 
have  been  kept  busy  with  your  name. 
Not  an  employe  will  dare  to  come  near 
you.  The  officials  hare  prepared  for 
any  possible  emergency.  The  fact  is 
they  are  quite  alarmed.  They  fear 
they  may  have  it  all  over  again  and 
even  your  shadow  passing  over  the 
line  would  scare  them." 

There  was  not  the  least  bit  of  dan- 
ger. The  A.  R.  U.  was  riddled  with 
bullets  and  breathing  its  last  as  a  rail- 
road union. 

The  railroads  were  determined  to 
stamp  it  out  and  forever. 

It  was  a  dastardly  conspiracy  against 
vested  interests! 

Its  chief  object  was,  not  to  bury  the 
dead,  but  to  unite  and  emancipate  the 
living. 

But  instead  of  stamping  it  out  they 
stamped  it  into  the  living  labor  move- 
ment 

The  American  Railway  Union  be- 
came the  -Social  Democracy. 

Thanks  to  the  railroad  companies 
for  driving  the  union  into  politics, 
working  class  politics.  Most  of  this 
power  is  still  latent,  but  the  sUrt  has 
been  made  and  the  rest  is  bound  to 
come. 


War  Shall  Cease. 

Some  day  the  organized  working 
men  of  the  world  shall  say:  "Let 
there  be  peace,"  and  there^  will  be 
peace.  They  will  refuse  to  go  out  to 
kill  and  to  maim  their  fellow-workers 
and  brother-men,  in  order  to  89.ti8fy 
the  pride,  the  selfishness  i^nd  the  cov- 
etousness  of  their  rulers.  They  will 
call  a  great  peace  strike,  in  order  to 
save  the  lives  of  workingmen  and  in 
order  to  bring  an  end  to  the  suffering 
of  soldiers'  widows  and  orphans.  Then, 
war  shall  cease,  and  men  will  learn 
that  there  is  another  way  to  right  the 
wrongs  of  nations.  —  Rev.  Charles 
Stelzte. 


Remittance  RoH  of  Hofior  for  the 
Month  of  December,  1907. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
December,  per  section  7,  of  the  consti- 
tution: 

Dec  2d— Lodges  5,  13,  22,  32,  33,  46, 
47,  49,  77,  97,  98,  114,  142,  149,  183,  188, 
200,  203,  228. 

Dec.  3d— Lodges  34,  40,  55,  57.  73,  74. 
108,  112,  113,  116, 122,  151,  176,  179, 193. 
194,  210,  214,  218,  224. 

Dec.  4th— Lodges  3,  29,  37,  38,  41,  45, 

52,  63.  64,  66.  68,  80,  82,  88.  92,  93.  102. 
110,  115,  126,  129,  134,  141,  144,  152, 
155,  160,  174,  177,  191,  201,  229. 

Dec.  5th— Lodges  1,  4,  6,  10, 11, 15,  20, 
23,  24,  26,  27,  30,  36.  44,  '50,  54,  56,  78. 
89,  103,  105,  106,  107,  133,  154,  172,  175, 
208,  222. 

Dec  6th— Lodges  2,  7,  12.  18,  21,  28, 
42,  65,  70,  76,  81,  84.  96,  117,  147,  166, 
173,  181.  182.  189,  217,  220,  225. 

Dec.  7th— Lodges  8,  43,  48,  51,  58,  59. 
69,  75,  83,  85,  90.  91;  95,  99,  119,  127, 
146,192. 

Dec.  9th— Lodges  9,  14,  16,  25,  31,  35, 

53.  71,  72,  87,  94,  100,  101,  104,  118,  125. 
137,  138,  162,  169,  178,  197,  204.  206, 
^09,  216,  221. 

Dec.  JOth— Lodges  17,  19,  39,  60,  61, 
62,  67,  79.  86.  109,  111,  135,  143,  168, 
liJO,  184, 190,  198,  226,  230. 

The  report  of  Lodge  199  has  been  lost 
in  the  mails;  duplicate  will  be  fum- 
'ished. 

Lodges  117  and  169,  whose  reports 
were  late  for  November,  have  paid  fines 
as  follows:  hohge  No.  117,  $4.10;  Lodge 
No.  169,  12.50. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  their  reports  are  on  the 
honor  roll  every  month  hereafter. 
..Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  shall  be 
imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  repsrts  are 
not  received  in  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the 
tenth  day  of  each  month,  and  hereafter 
the  numbers  of  all  lodges  whose  reports 
arrive  after  the  tenth  day  of  the  month 
will  be  given  in  this  report 


The  only  guarantee  against  child  la- 
bor, sweatshop  and  convict-ma4e  goods 
is  the  undon  label.  The  price  you  pay 
for  an  article  is  no  guarantee.  ' 
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86OTI160. 


Hart  I 

J1IO.P. 


A.  DunuM 
Avohie  Owens 

H.  Hobelman 
HoOaithj 
Jno.  J.  MeKnight 
.  H^WebBler 
F.  Muigaii 
Thos.  F.  Grotty 
Q90.  Howell 
F.  M.  Bizenstein 
O.  L  T.  Stewart 


I 


80 


SODii. 


1 

18 
13 
14 

109 
18 
17 
48 

199 


8 


Death 


Death 

Die. 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Dealh 


Dis. 


PAIDTa 


G.  Q..  tether 

Self 

Bmma,  dster 

Self 

Noca.  wife 

Gertmde,  wife 

A.  Gilbert,  sister 

Jas.,  Wm.,  Arthur, 

GnmlL^wife 

M7tiiia,wife 

Paid  in  Oourt 


lumDnoB. 


Minn'plis,  Minn. 
Od.Ri^ds,Mioh 
Freeport,  DL 
Montreal,  Qne. 
Detroit,  Mioh. 
Toledo,  O. 
Naperrille.  HI. 
Snperior^Wis. 
Bnnker  HOL  111 
Los  Angeles,  OaL 
OhioagOpDl. 


\  800 

800 
1,900 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1.800 
1,000 


811,800 

Prerioosly  reported 9886,881 

Paid  sinoe  last  report 11,800 

TotU 1847,021 

49km9mMfm0tifM  •/  CtafmM  PM  m  Kow^mi^r. 

Kate  ODaj,  Ban  Antonio,  Tex $1,200 

IfinnieGies.  Bi^Oitj.  Mioh 1,800 

Mrs.  M.  Green,  Bnffalo,  N.  Y 800 

Margaret  McLanghlin,  Ohioago,  111 1,800 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Burns,  St.  Pftnl,  Minn 1,800 

Fred  Sterens,  Ashtabnla.  0 1,800 

Gertmde  Ingraham,  Bine  Island,  111 1.800 

Mrs.  B.  T.  Janes,  Golnmbns,  O , 600 

Janet  Brown,  Detroit,  Mich 1,900     . 

Mary  Collins,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 600 

Ffeuinie  Majer,  Sandusky,  O 600 

Augusta  Dolge,  Montgomery,  Minn 1,900 

Lula  Beam,  Ohioago,  DL 1,900 

Jno.  J.  and  Anna  J.  Daily,  OleTeland,  0 1,800 

Mi^  J .  Beemp,  Kansas  Oity ,  Mo. 1 , 900 


'^(^^jZc^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


A»y  meaiber  who  ehanges  his  street  eddress  or  who  Is  intending  to  more 
from  on^  town  to  another  and  wishes  to  reeeive  his  Jonuf ax.  promptly  and 
wlllumt  tell  is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  fbrm  and  send  same  to  the 
BSditor  at  once: 


Town. 


Lodga  Vo. 
8Me 


teipfi 


Btraat 
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But  of  thx  Fisms  Who  Advebtiss  nc  thb  Joubnal. 

£8  SS;  6-DRAWER  SEWING  MACHINE 

PLEASE    WRITE    IMMEDIATELY 
FOR  OUR  NEW  SEWING  MACHINE  OFFER, 
and  ret  the  complete  description  of  this  ma- 
chine.    For  only  a  lliUe  more  money  we  can  furnish 
Sou  with  the  very  flneat  sewing  machine  we  sell,  one  of 
ae  latest  Improved  and  hlRhest  grade  machines  made 
In  the  world:  can  ship  It  from  a  town  nenr  you  and  the 
freight  chfurges  will  be  very  Utile.  This  great  offer  Is  also 
fully  explained  In  our  new  Sewing  Machine  CataloRue. 
nilD   ACCED    Cut  this    advertisement  out  and 
nun  UrrClli  send  it  to  us.  or  write  us  a  postal 
card  or  a  letter  and  say,  "Send  me  your  new  Saw 
Machine  Otter,"  and  you  will  receive  by  return  m 

Eald.  free,  our  latest,  new.    big   Special   Sewing   Machine 
aUilogue  In  colors,  our  great  17.58  Sewing  Machine   Offer. 
all  our  other  wonderful  sewing  machine  offers,  our  three 
—       months'  free  trial  plan.     We  will  explain  our  new  plan  for 
carrying  machlnoa  in  warehouses  In  various  parts  of  the  country  so  that 
•we  can  make  prompt  delivery,  shipping  your  machine  almost  the  day  we 
get  your  order,  making  the  freight  charges  very  little,  next  to  nothing-  J 
we  will  show  you  why  you  can  save  so  much  money,  why  we  can  sell 
sewing  machines  for  so  much  less  than  other  dealers:  we  will  make 
you  the  sreatest  aewlog  machine  proposition  you  ever  heard  of .  '• 
nDCniT  Bl  IH      lostallment  or  partial  payment  plan  explained  and 
VIlCUl  I    rLHIli   also  how  new  sewing  mncmnes  are  exchanged  for  old  ,^^ 
ones;  all  fully  explained  when  you  write  for  our  new  Sewing  Machine  Offer.  ^*-r  ^  -rf«M* 

HAVE  Ydu  ANY  USE  FOR  A  SEWINS  MACHINE?  i'.'rc'-rd:;;!V."f:^'4°r^.:%.':l!t. 
.„vt..„.  «nu.  vou  ^e^-wip'^-^^^'j|^«''^'^-^'g"y'g  j^-^'^'^;  "chlcago 


anything  until  you  get  our 
you  something  about  i 
vou  ought  to  know. 


UNDERSTAND 


BROTHER  UNIONIST 


That  the  best  made  shoes  —  the 
shoes  made  under  the  best  man- 
ufacturing: conditions — the  shoes 
that  best  stand  wear — bear  the 
Union  Stamp,  as  shown  herewith 


dMd«r  for  Union  Stamp 
if  lio  cannot  tupply  you 


Atlc    your 
•lioet,  and 


Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union 

246'  Summer  Street  Bofton.  Maft. 


We  have  a  Remedy  anknown  to  the  pzD« 
f eeekin.  We  vefond  money  If  we  do  not 
enxe.  Toa  cen  be  treated  at  borne  for  the 
same  prioe  ae  If  yoa  came  to  oar  oAoe.  We 
will  sive  TOO  a  snaranty  to  core  or  retam 
money.  For  many  yearn  we  bave  been 
curins  patients  in  every  oonhtry  in  the 
world.  Our  treatment  is  in  eeery  aenae  a 
home  treatment  If  you  hMW  ekhaaated 
the  old  methods  of  treatment  and  stiU  have 
aches  and  pains,  muc(niB  patdiea  in  momtlu 
sore  throat,  pimples,  copper-colored  apota, 
ulcers  on  any  parts  of  the  body,  hair  or 
eyebrows  fallinff  out.  it  la  this  aeoondaiy 
blood  poison  we  sruarantae  to  core.  We 
solicit  the  most  obstinate  caaea.  Tbia  dia- 
ease  has  always  baffled  the  akiuof  tbemoet 
eminent  physicians.  For  many  sreare  we 
have  made  a  specialty  of  treating  tiila 
diBeaae  with  our  Mmgic  Cure,  and  we  ba?« 
SSDu.iAK}  capital  behind  oar  nnoondltkaial 
guaranty. 

WE  OURC  OUtOKlY 
AMD  PERMANOmr 

Onr  pattentB  cared  years  aco  b/  oar  great 
Dlsooyerr,  anknown  to  the  profession,  are 
today  soand  and  well,  and  baye  healthy  diU- 
dren  slnee  we  oared  them. 

oojrr  WASTE  your 

nMEAMDMOMEY 

experimenting.   Abeolate  and  poaltlre  proofe  I 
sent  sealed  on  application.  100-page  book  Faxs. 
Nobrmnohollloea.  Addreas  tally  as  follows: 

aOOK  REMEDY  OOmPMUY 

1 518«  55  State  St.,  Chicago^  U.  S.  A.  I 


COOK  REMEDY  CO. 


Advertise  in  tHe  Journal  of 
the  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


ymm  addressing  our  advertisers  mention  thU,  Journal. 
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THE  BRITISH  LABOR  PARTY 

AND  ITS  ACHIEVEMENTS 


Address  delivered  by  Mr,  John  Hodge,  M,   P.,    before   the   Women's    Trade 
Union  League  of  IllinoiSj  at  Bowen  Hall,  Hull  House,  Sun- 
day afternoon,  December  8,  1907, 


Mistress  OfMirman,  and  Friends: 

It  was  qaite  a  relief  to  me  to  find 
that  I  would  not  be  repaired  to  devote 
mTself  to  a  speech  relatiye  to  wo- 
men's work,  because  from  my  close 
association  with  women  ever  since  I 
was  bom,  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, as  a  result  of  that  contact  and 
observation,  that  no  mere  man  can 
properly  and  efCectively  deal  with  wo- 
men's work.  (Laughter.)  I  have 
some  very  vivid  recollections  of  my 
first  attempts  at  helping  to  organize 
women  in  the  city  of  Glasgow.  In 
those  days  it  was  not  different  from 
what  I  find  it  in  this  country.  When 
the  first  Woman's  Trade  Council  was 
formed  in  Glasgow,  the  lady  who  took 
the  chief  part  in  its  formation  was 
the  wife  of  the  principal  of  the  Glas- 
gow University,  the  gentleman  who 
afterwards  became  Master  of  Balliol 
at  Oxford,  a  philosopher  of  world-wide 
reputation.  The  professor  also  took 
an  interest  in  the  movement,  and,  as 


showing  how  great  thinkers  can  come 
down  to  the  level  of  mere  men,  he 
used  to  come  and  address  the  working 
girls  in  language  they  could  under- 
stand! A  goodly  number  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  college  and  their  wives 
also  took  an  Interest,  and  a  great 
number  of  ladies  who  were  in  a 
higher  social  position  but  who  felt 
they  ought  to  do  something  to  help 
elevate  their  common  sisters.  I  can 
remember  hew  we  formed  a  union  of 
umbrella  workers;  and  very  shortly 
after  the  union  was  formed  one  of  the 
employers,  evidently  thinking  the 
thing  ought  to  be  stopped,  proposed  a 
reduction  in  the  wages  of  the  girls, 
and  of  course  there  came  a  strike; 
and  I  think  one  of  the  Jolliest  exper- 
iences I  ever  had  was  going  about  in 
football  clothes  on  a  Saturday  looking 
up  the  girls  who  were  on  strike,  for  as 
I  usually  had  a  girl  on  each  side  of  me 
it  was  a  very  happy  experience. 
(Laughter.)     My  wife  declares  today 
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that  those  old  associations  have  clung 
to  me.  She  sometimes  tells  me  that 
one  of  the  penalties  of  that  is  that  our 
family  happens  to  be  one  of  four 
daughters — no  sons — which  she  says 
is  a  punishment  upon  me  for  my 
early  crimes;  and  I  always  object, 
saying  that  I  could  not  have  enough 
of  the  same  kind  of  punishment. 
(Laughter.) 

The  story  of  the  rise  of  the  labor 
movement  in  the  old  country  is  one  of 
a  lengthy  character,  and  also  one  of 
an  interesting  character.  I  recall 
when  I  first  took  an  active  interest  in 
trade  unionism,  in  the  year  1886.  The 
Trades  Congress  of  that  year  was  held 
in  the  city  of  Hull,  and  an  endeavor 
was  made  to  form  a  Labor  party. 
They  did  form  it,  but  it  had  a  brief 
existence  because  in  a  very  few  short 
months  it  was  swallowed  up  by  the 
great  Liberal  party.  The  Liberal 
party  in  all  times  so  far  as  I  have 
knowledge  has  always  swallowed  up 
any  attempt  to  form  a  third  party. 
They  have  not  swallowed  the  new 
Labor  party  so  far.  and  I  rather  think 
they  will  find  it  a  tough  morsel. 
(Applause.) 

Then  in  the  year  1887,  in  Swansea 
another  proposal  came  forward  for  the 
formation  of  a  labor  party,  with  a  cap- 
ital tax  of  a  farthing  per  member  per 
annum — about  one-half  cent  in  your 
money.  This  was  ignomlniously 
beaten.  Next  year,  at  Bradford,  in 
1888,  Mr.  Keir  Hardie  moved  a  reso- 
lution for  the  formation  of  a  labor 
party,  and  sometimes  I  think  it  was 
a  wonder  indeed  that  I  had  the  privi- 
lege of  seconding  that  resolution. 
There  were  only  seven  men  willing  to 
vote  in  its  favor  in  the  year  1888. 
Well,  time  rolled  on.  Keir  Hardie  was 
put  up  as  a  parliamentary  candidate 
in  1888  in  Mid-Lancashire,  and  out  of 
a  poll  of  16,000  voters,  received  229 
votes.  That  was  not  very  promising 
in  the  formation  of  the  party,  so  far 
as  he  was  concerned.  A  year  or  two 
afterwards  he  again  fought,  and  got 
between  four  and  five  hundred  votes. 
In  the  year  1892  he  succeeded  in  win- 
ning, I  believe  much  to  his  own  sur- 
prise, the  constituency  of  West-Ham, 
one  of  the  boroughs  of  London.  In 
1895  he  lost  the  seat,  and  in  1900  he 
was  returned.  This  is  rather  interest- 
ing as  a  history  of  Keir  Hardie  who, 
I  think,  deserves  the  credit  of  being 
the  real  founder  of  the  Labor  party  as 


it  exists  today  in  Great  Britain.    (Ap- 
plause.) 

In   1892   the   Trades   Congress  was 
held  in  Glasgow.    I  had  the  honor  of 
being  president  that  particular  year, 
and  it  was  in  Glasgow  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  congress  that  the   Inde- 
pendent Labor  party  was  founded  by 
Keir  Hardie.    The  constitution  of  the 
Independent  Labor  party  was  strongly 
socialistic,  and  provided  that  the  party 
would  work  for  the  means  of  produc- 
tion, distribution  and  exchange  beine 
in  the  hands  of  the  people,  for  the  peo- 
ple.    In  that  constitution  one  of  the 
clauses  became  notorious  as  the  fourth 
clause.    That  fourth  clause  was  to  the 
effect  that   no   member   of   the   Inde- 
pendent Labor  party  must  vote  in  any 
contested  election  except  for  a  social- 
ist.   It  did  not  matter  how  good  a  man 
might  be  standing,  if  he  was  not   a 
socialist,   then   their  votes   must    not 
be  cast.    This  created  a  great  deal  of 
ill    feeling    betwixt    those    who    pro- 
fessed the  socialist  faith  and  the  or- 
dinary trade  unionist     A  good  trade 
unionist  might  be  standing  as  a  candi- 
date for  some  position,  but  the  Inde- 
pendent Labor  party  would  give  him 
no  support;    but  if  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Ijabor  party  was  standing 
as  a  candidate  and  the  ordinary  trade 
unionist  did  not  go  to  help  him.  then 
he  was  all    the    scalawags  and   evil 
things  that  ever  lived.    Tou  see  that 
was   not   a    square    deal.     The    Inde- 
pendent Labor  party    wanted    every- 
thing, but  was  willing  to  give  nothing. 
And  so  the  policy  of  the  Independent 
Labor  party  continued  until  the  year 
1898.     Then  at  the  Plymouth   Trades 
Congress  a   resolution   came  forward 
that   a   special  conference   should    be 
held   for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the    question    of    forming    a    Labor 
party,   and,  the  resolution  continued, 
those  to  be   invited   to  take  part   in 
this  conference  should  be  all  branches 
of  trade  unions,  all  socialist  organiza- 
tions,  and   all   co-operative    societies. 
That  conference  was  held  in  London 
in  January,  1899 — I  believe  that  was 
the  year — and  each  of  those  sections 
were  represented.     It  was  determined 
at  that  conference   to   form   a  Labor 
party,  and  an  executive  committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  constitution 
and  ask  for  affiliations.    At  that  con- 
ference  the   various    elements    repre- 
sented were  Trade  Unionists,  the   In- 
dependent Labor  party,   itself    a     so- 
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cialist  organization,  the  F&blan  So- 
ciety, and  Co-operatora.  The  Co-oper- 
ators attended  the  first  conference, 
but  neyer  took  any  further  part  in  the 
movement,  and  today  they  are  not 
affiliated  with  us  as  a  body,  although 
one  or  two  separate  co-operative  so- 
cieties are  affiliated.  The  executive 
committee  was  formed  of  47  Unionists 
and  four  Socialists.  They  very  soon 
ipot  to  work,  and  in  the  space  of  eleven 
mcaths  we  had  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  workers  affiliated  to  the  organ- 
ization, the  fee  being  one  of  ten  shil- 
lings per  thousand  members. 

Then  all  of  a  sudden  the  general 
election  of  1900  fell  upon  us,  and  the 
various  unions  in  the  interval  had 
been  making  arrangements  for  the 
contest  of  a  number  of  constituencies. 
I  believe  that  the  number  of  constit- 
uencies which  we  contested  was 
eighteen,  but  we  were  successful  only 
in  recovering  four  seats  on  the  clear 
issue  of  the  Labor  ticket.  But  the 
propaganda  work  done  all  over  the 
country  was  of  such  character  that  it 
gave  great  impetus  to  the  movement 
The  executive  committee  sent  out  Its 
emissaries  to  the  east  and  west,  to  the 
north  and  south.  We  covered  every 
industrial  center,  forming  local 
branches  of  the  Labor  party.  The 
trades  councils  in  the  various  indus- 
trial centers  were  very  helpful  ad- 
juncts to  the  movement;  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  when  the  general 
election  of  1906  came  upon  us  we  con- 
tested no  less  than  56  constituencies 
and  were  successful  in  recovering  30 
seats  upon  the  clear  Labor  ticket. 
(Applause.) 

The  question  we  had  to  solve,  how- 
ever, was,  having  got  our  men  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Commons^  how 
were  we  going  to  keep  them  there? 
Because  in  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons members  are  not  paid,  and  there 
is  precious  little  chance  for  what  you 
here  call  graft.    (Applause — laughter.) 

We,  therefore  had  a  referendum 
TOte— this  was  in  1904 — with  the  re- 
sult that  It  was  almost  unanimously 
carried  to  pay  a  tax  per  annum  per 
member  towards  their  maintenance  of 
one  penny.  In  the  year  1905  we  placed 
before  them  the  duty  of  doubling  that 
penny,  with  the  result  that  this  action 
too  was  almost  unanimously  carried, 
and  the  thirty  men  are  each  paid  two 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  out  of  that 
ftmd  for  their  maintenance  while  at^ 


tending  to  parliamentary  duties.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

A  great  many  people  have  been  ask- 
ing me  the  question  since  I  came  here, 
if  we  were  not  pushing  forward  the 
question  of  payment  of  members  of 
parliament  No.  The  Labor  party  in 
the  old  country  is  not  particularly 
anxious  for  the  payment  of  members, 
believing  that  as  the  worker  has  to  dip 
his  hand  into  his  pocket  and  find  the 
money  for  his  representative,  he  will 
look  better  after  his  man  and  take  a 
greater  interest  in  him.     (Applause.) 

But  one  thing  we  are  anxious  to 
bring  about,  and  that  is  that  the  affi- 
cial  election  expenses  should  be  a 
state  charge.  It  may  seem  rather 
strange  to  an  American  citizen  to 
think  that  when  two  or  more  men  are 
put  up  for  a  constituency  that  they 
are  desirous  of  having  the  honor  to 
represent  in  Parliament,  even  the  bal- 
lot papers  have  to  be  paid  for  equally 
betwixt  them.  Extraordinary  thing! 
The  provision  of  the  polling  places, 
the  notices  relative  to  election,  the 
policemen  who  are  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  down  rowdyism,  if 
there  is  any,  the  presiding  officers  in 
the  polling  booths, — all  are  paid  for 
by  the  candidates  seeking  election; 
and  we  say  that  ought  to  be  a  state 
charge.  It  ought  not  to  be  a  charge 
upon  the  candidates,  and  we  want  that 
provided  for.  We  think  if  we  get  that, 
it  will  be  of  material  assistance  to  us; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  we  believe  that  until  the 
party  is  well  established,  we  had  bet- 
ter continue  having  those  men  paid 
for  directly  by  the  men  who  h^ve  sent 
them  there,  and  thus  keep  up  a  com- 
munity of  interest  between  the  man  in 
the  House  and  the  man  outside.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Now,  you  may  ask  me  how  was  It, 
why  was  it,  and  what  were  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  formation  of  this  labor 
party.  I  feel  doubtful  whether  we 
will  be  able  to  start  away  back  at 
the  beginning  and  put  our  finger  upon 
any  special  reason  for  its  formation, 
but  we  can  tell  how  it  became  crys- 
tallized in  the  latter  days  and  what 
made  it  possible.  In  the  year  1892  I 
removed  from  Glasgow  to  Manchester, 
and  I  was  not  long  in  Manchester 
until  a  few  of  us  met  together  and 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  If 
we  could  meet  regularly  a  night  or  two 
a  week  in  one  another's  houses  for  the 
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purpose  of  reading  up  and  studying 
industrial  history,  if  possible,  free 
from  the  prejudice  of  party.  Some  of 
us  were  Conseryatlyes,  some  had  lean- 
ings toward  the  Liberal  party,  but  we 
made  the  endeavor  and  we  succeeded 
in  getting  rid  of  color  blindness;  and 
as  a  result  of  our  contact  and  ex- 
change of  ideas,  we  got  new  light  with 
respect  to  industrial  history.  For  in- 
stance, in  our  reading  of  the  great 
moyement  which  culminated  in  the 
passing  of  the  ten-hour  factory  act  in 
1854,  we  found  that  while  the  Liberal 
party  were  always  claiming  credit  for 
that  magnificent  measure,  they  were 
the  very  people  who  opposed  it.  It 
was  the  aristocratic — ^the  agricultural 
element  who  made  it  possible  for  that 
measure  to  get  on  the  statute  book. 
The  late  John  Bright,  one  of  the  idols 
of  the  British  people,  a  magnificent 
man,  a  man  with  a  big  heart  and 
broad  mind,  we  discovered  had  been 
"the  most  bitter  and  malignant  op- 
ponent" of  the  passage  of  that  par- 
ticular measure;  and  we  began  to  see 
that  his  interest  was  a  selfish  interest 
and  we  could  not  understand,  and  I 
cannot  understand  today  how  a  man 
with  the  heart  and  mind  of  John 
Bright  was  ever  so  blinded  as  to  stand 
In  the  way  of  reform  such  as  that  was, 
more  particularly  when  we  picture  to 
ourselves  the  conditions  under  which 
child  labor  was  exploited  in  the  cotton 
mills  of  Lancashire  at  that  particular 
moment.     (Applause.) 

I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  you 
are  familiar  with  the  subject,  but  it 
is  worth  while  I  think  to  refer  to  the 
'  conditions  and  let  you  see  how  a  great 
man's  mind  could  be  warped  by  selfish- 
ness. The  cotton  lords  of  Lancashire 
scoured  the  workhouses  of  England 
from  north  to  south  and  from  east  to 
west  for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  th' 
little  motherless  and  fatherless  boys 
and  girls  who  had  been  oblie^ed  to  find 
a  home  in  the  workhouse.  The  board** 
of  guardians  (boards  of  guardians!) 
glad  to  get  rid  of  the  children,  ap- 
prenticed them  to  the  cotton  lords  in 
many  of  the  districts  in  Lancashire, 
and  those  boys  and  girls  were  housed 
together  indiscriminately  as  to  sex, 
with  the  result  that  the  conditions 
under  which  they  lived  were  of  the 
most  immoral  and  depraved  character. 
Sometimes  in  spite  of  environment  of 
that  character  a  girl  would  grow  up 


to  womanhood,  pure  in  thought,  de- 
spite her  surroundings,  and  becoming 
disgusted  with  them,  would  run  away. 
Then  she  would  be  hunted  and  brought 
back,  and  cases  were  on  record,  and 
they  can  be  found  on  the  records  of 
the  House  of  (Commons,  of  how  those 
girls  were  brought  back,  had  hoops 
of  iron  put  on  their  waists  and  chains 
on  their  ankles,  manacled  so  they 
could  take  only  a  few  inches'  step  at 
a  time.  Not  only  that,  but  there  was 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons the  whips  of  the  men  of  those 
days  who  went  through  the  mills,  and 
if  they  saw  a  hand  nodding  at  the 
looms,  he  was  lashed  across  the  back 
even  until  the  blood  came.  Those 
were  the  conditions  under  which  those 
children  were  exploited,  and  those 
were  the  conditions,  the  changing  of 
which  the  great  John  Bright  "most 
malignantly  and  bitterly"  opposed. 
We  were  surprised  to  find  that  it  was 
not  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  party, 
but  the  great  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  who 
piloted  the  measure  through  the  House 
of  Commons.  We  realized  that  the 
Liberal  party  had  been  setting  up  a 
claim  to  a  thing  they  had  no  right  to 
claim.  It  was  the  agricultural  and 
the  aristocratic  element  of  the  House 
of  Ommons  who  with  no  selfish  In- 
terest were  the  means  of  carrying  that 
particular  measure.  I  am  sure  that 
with  me  you  voice  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  a  member  who,  looking  at 
the  instruments  of  torture  exhibited 
in  the  House  said,  if  any  industry 
has  to  exist  through  cruelty  and  in- 
humanity to  women,  it  were  belter 
that  that  industry  should  vanish. 
(Applause.) 

We  found  it  was  the  Conservative 
party  that  gave  us  the  great  union 
acts.  While  there  was  any  amount  of 
protestation,  we  found  that  it  was  the 
Conservative  government  in  1897  that 
gave  us  the  best  Workman's  Compen- 
sation Act  the  British  workmen  had 
ever  had. 

When  we  balanced  one  thing  against 
the  other,  we  found  that  both  parties 
had  done  something  for  labor,  but 
only  from  motives  of  expediency;  the 
one  side  going  one  better  than  the 
other  all  the  time  for  the  purpose  of 
covering  the  labor  vote.  As  we  went 
on  down  the  history  of  promises  of 
political  parties,  we  saw  that  their 
promises  were  like  piecrust,  made  onlv 
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to  be  broken.  We  looked  up  the  42 
plankfl  of  the  program  of  tbe  Liberal 
party,  and  not  a  single  plank  was  em- 
bodied In  an  Act  of  Parliament  We 
therefore  began  to  look  around  us  in 
a  new  light,  and  we  began  a  new 
propaganda.  What  gave  rise  to  trade 
unionism  was  the  fact  that  a  workman 
as  a  unit  was  unable  to  make  a  fah* 
bargain  with  his  employer.  The  trade 
union  therefore  became  a  necessity. 
Then  when  we  had  the  trade  union, 
did  we  want  the  employer  as  the  chief 
official?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  We 
wanted  men  of  our  organization,  be- 
cause we  were  combining  against  the 
employer,  so  that  we  might  get  a 
share  of  the  wealth  our  labor  was 
creating.  Then  was  it  sensible,  nay, 
was  it  not  absurd  and  illogical,  when 
combining  thus  against  the  employer, 
that  we  should  be  so  ignorant  as  to 
send  him  to  make  the  laws  that  we 
had  to  live  under?  (Applause.)  And 
was  it  sensible  that  we  should  elect 
him  to  administer  the  laws  after  they 
were  made?  The  consequence  was 
that  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
one  section  of  us  had  been  seeing  red. 
which  generally  speaking,  was  the 
Liberal  color;  and  the  other  section 
had  been  seeing  blue,  the  Conserva- 
tive  color;  but  that  we  had  been  green 
all  the  time.     (Applause.) 

Then  there  was  another  reason  why 
we  should  cut  adrift  from  both  politi- 
cal parties,  and  that  was  we  were 
going  to  ask  the  workers  to  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  and  find  the 
money  for  the  Labor  party  candidates, 
find  the  money  to  keep  them  when 
they  got  into  the  House  of  Commons. 
Would  it  be  reasonable^  would  it  be 
equitahle  that  we  should  run  a  man  on 
the  Liberal  ticket  with  the  working- 
man's  shilling,  or  would  it  be  right 
that  we  should  run  a  man  on  the  La- 
bor ticket  with  the  Liberal  man's  shil- 
ling? The  thing  was  absurd.  We  had 
to  run  a  clear  ticket  if  we  were  going 
to  ask  Liberal  and  Conservative  alike 
to  pay  his  shilling  per  annum  into  a 
common  fund  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining a  Labor  representative.  And 
it  is  strange,  is  it  not.  that  the  county 
of  Lancashire  should  be  a  most  Con- 
servative county,  while  the  county  of 
Yorkshire,  bordering  it,  was  Just  as 
Liberal  as  the  other  was  Conserva- 
tive. What  reason  one  could  find  for 
it  I  do  not  think  the  wit  of  man  could 


ocmceive.  There  was  nothing  beyond 
the  imaginary  dividing  line  that  sep- 
arated the  two  counties.  But  as  soon 
as  we  put  up  a  Labor  man  to  run  the 
clear  Labor  ticket,  we  won  12  seats, 
and  there  are  12  men  in  the  House  of 
Commons  from  that  county,  showing 
that  the  movement  was  not.  as  the 
Liberals  said,  one  which  was  drawing 
their  quotas  away;  but  that  the  work- 
ers only  required  a  straight  issue  and 
a  clear  ticket  to  vote  straight. 

Well,  another  reason  which  helped 
to  crystallize  the  labor  movement  was 
the  same  thing  you  are  up  against  at 
this  moment  in  this  country — the 
Judge-made-law.  We  were  having  in- 
junctions thrust  upon  us.  I  believe 
that  our  Judges,  while  they  did  not  go 
so  far  in  many  respects  as  yours,  went 
farther  in  others.  We  had  not  only 
injunctions  restraining  us  from  going 
to  certain  places,  but  they  got  big 
damages  from  us  for  interfering  with 
employers'  business.  They  even  got 
injunctions  restraining  the  trade  union 
from  paying  strike  benefit  to  Its  own 
members.  That  was  the  Yorkshire 
miners'  case.  The  employers  did  not 
do  it  directly,  but  got  hold  of  one  of 
the  heads  of  the  society,  took  him  to 
one  of  the  swell  hotels  in  London,  kept 
him  there  and  paid  him  well,  and  the 
action  was  raised  in  this  man's  name. 
He  claimed  an  injunction  because  they 
were  going  to  pay  a  strike  benefit 
illegally.  A  Judge  granted  the  injunc- 
tion— an  interim  injunction  until  the 
case  could  be  tried.  That  was  all  the 
employer  wanted.  These  were  the 
things  we  were  up  against;  and  trade 
unionism  being  rather  differently  con- 
structed In  the  old  country  than  in 
this,  it  caused  even  the  old  men  with 
gray  hairs  to  be  active  voters.  May  1 
Just  say,  to  make  that  point  perfectly 
clear,  that  in  Great  Britain  the  trade 
union  movement  partakes  largely  of 
the  friendly  benefit  element.  All  the 
lereat  British  unions  not  only  have 
their  fighting  fund,  but  they  have  the 
sick  benefit,  accident  benevolent  funds, 
and  superannuation — the  greatest  ben- 
efit of  all.  We  had  men  who  had  been 
paying  twenty  or  twenty-five  years 
into  the  trade  union,  whose  hair  was 
becoming  grav,  and  the  employers 
were  taking  their  fund  for  damages; 
and  the  consequence  of  this  was  that 
these  old  men  saw  that  their  superan- 
nuation  benefit    was    in    danger,    and 
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they  became  as  active  and  enthusiastic 
workers  as  the  young  men.  They  real- 
ized that  they  had  something  to  fight 
for.  It  might  be  that  in  the  course  of 
three,  four,  five  years  they  would  not 
be  able  to  work,  or  they  might  desire 
to  retire,  and  the  ten  shillings  per 
week  for  which  they  had  been  paying 
for  so  many  years,  was  in  danger. 
Tou  can  realize  that  even  though  a 
man  was  becoming  a  veteran,  his  in- 
terest in  the  funds  of  the  union  made 
him  an  earnest,  active  and  enthus- 
iastic fighter  to  bring  about  a  reversal 
of  those  judge-made  laws. 

All  these  things,  of  course,  were 
factors  in  the  making  of  the  Labor 
party;  and  in  the  year  1906.  when  we 
discovered  that  while  the  Trades  Dis- 
putes bill  for  which  we  had  been  clam- 
oring and  which  the  government  was 
pledged  to  give  us,  was  anticipated,  we 
got  a  whisper  that  the  government  was 
not  going  to  give  us  the  bill  we 
wanted.  In  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons we  have  the  privilege  of  casting 
ballots  so  that  we  can  initiate  legisla- 
tion on  so  many  days  of  the  session. 
The  fiat  went  forth  among  us  that 
everyone  must  wake  up  and  cast  a  bal- 
lot for  this  bill,  and  we  were  success- 
ful in  getting  an  early  day,  and  be- 
fore the  government  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  its  bill  we  intro- 
duced ours,  and  there  were  I  believe 
only  32  men  in  the  House  of  Commons 
who  had  the  moral  courage  to  vote 
against  it  in  a  house  of  670.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Having  carried  the  bill,  we  felt  that 
we  were  masters  of  our  position.  A 
great  many  people  did  not  know  what 
the  labor  movement  was,  and  did 
not  know  what  kind  of  individ- 
uals or  animals  labor  agitators  were. 
(Laughter.)  I  believe  that  a  great 
many  of  the  one-eye-glassed  brigade 
(Laughter)  thought  we  would  appear 
in  the  House  of  Commons  with  cor- 
duroy breeches  and  hob-nailed  boot<t 
(Laughter),  and  when  they  discovered 
that  we  drank  in  exactly  the  same  way 
as  other  people  .and  could  use  a  fork 
instead  of  a  knife,  just  like  the  swell 
people,  and  that  we  could  talk  decent 
grammar,  and  did  not  drop  our  **hV 
or  put  them  where  they  did  not  belong, 
they  began  to  realize  there  was  a  new 
force  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Then 
the  government  Introduced  its  bill, 
and  immediately  we  made  the  declara- 
tion that  the  government  was  going 


behind  the  pledges  made  in  the  hust- 
ings, and  the  Attorney  General,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  government  bill 
declared  he  had  never  declared  for  the 
Labor  party  bill.  But  we  were  a  bit 
cuter  than  they  had  given  us  credit 
for.  One  of  our  men  had  taken  a 
photograph  from  the  window  of  the 
room  of  the  Attorney  General,  and 
Mr.  Shackleton,  who  was  our  spokes- 
man, brought  an  enlarged  copy  of  the 
photograph,  and  held  it  up  in  the 
House  of  (Commons  so  that  all  could 
see,  and  the  Attorney  General  himself 
could  read:  "Vote  for  Walton  and  the 
Trades  Disputes  Bill."  Then  Shackle- 
ton  said:  "How  many  trades  disputes 
bills  were  before  the  country?  Only 
one — the  Trades  Disputes  bill  as  in- 
troduced by  us  in  the  last  session  of 
the  House  of  Commons";  and  the  At- 
torney General  in  saying  "Vote  for 
Waltan  and  a  trades  disputes  bill" 
thought  he  would  be  on  safe  ground. 
It  was  a  complete  knockout  for  Mr. 
Attorney  General.  Then  the  Liberal 
members  who  had  pledged  themselves 
to  the  Trades  Disputes  bill  would  get 
up  and  say  that  they  regretted  the 
action  of  the  government,  that  they 
had  pledged  themselves  to  their  con- 
stituencies that  they  would  vote  for 
the  Labor  bill,  and  they  would  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  sx)vem- 
ment.  And  when  they  saw  decent  men 
all  getting  up  from  the  same  side  of 
the  house  anxious  and  desirous  to  say 
the  same  thing,  the  crovernment  began 
to  flunk.  Then  the  Prime  Minister  got 
up  with  all  his  best  Sunday  smile,  and 
said:  "What  is  all  the  bother  about? 
The  Labor  party  have  one  method  of 
getting  rid  of  actions  of  damages  and 
inlunctlons:  the  ^vemment  has  a 
different  method.  The  government  be- 
lieves its  method  is  best;  the  Labor 
nartv  believes  its  method  is  best;  but 
if  this  House  of  Commons  decides  for 
the  Labor  party's  method — ^well,  we 
have  no  objection."  (Laughter.) 
Well,  you  can  realize  that  the  Prime 
Minister  did  the  graceful  thing  in  the 
best  way  possible. 

Then  came  the  fighting  committee, 
and.  showing  what  politicians  and  tac- 
ticians we  were,  we  aopointed  one  man 
as  spokesman,  and  the  rest  of  us  re- 
mained silent.  The  opponents  of  the 
bill  taunted  us  to  get  up  and  answer 
the  areruments  they  had  been  using, 
and  our  answer  was  (this  was  sotto 
voce  during  the  debate,  while  we  were 
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chatting  with  one  another  across  the 
gangway),  "You  have  not  put  the 
thing."  •'Well,  get  up  and  explain 
the  hill."  *'Do  you  see  any  green  in 
the  comer  of  me  eye?" 

And  so  the  merry  tale  went  on. 
There  was  no  person  defending  the 
bill;  it  had  been  talked  so  much  in 
the  previous  session  that  it  was  un- 
necessary. The  consequence  was  the 
bill  got  through  by  not  talking  ever 
90  much  quicker  than  if  we  had  been 
anxious  to  hear  the  sound  of  our  own 
voices  (Laughter)  through  our  desire 
to  make  the  House  of  Commons  a 
work-shop  and  not  a  talknshop.  A 
magnificent  measure!  The  act  says: 
*'An  action  against  a  trade  union, 
whether  by  workman  or  master,  shall 
not  be  entertained  by  any  court." 
that  is  good  enough — of  course 
there  is  a  lot  of  padding,  but 
that  as  I  have  given  it  is  the  main 
thing.      (Laughter.) 

Then  another  measure  came  before 
the  House  of  Commons  which  I  ven- 
ture to  say  is  the  grandest  piece  of 
legislation  that  ever  found  a  place  on 
the  statute  books  of  any  nation  in  the 
•world — the  Workman's  Conmpensation 
Act.     (Applause.) 

The  1897  act  was  an  imperfect  meas- 
ure, although  excellent  in  results  so 
far  as  those  it  effected.  When  the 
government  introduced  its  Workman's 
Amending  bill  in  the  early  part  of 
1906  the  labor  men  were  exceedingly 
disappointed.  They  had  one  clause  to 
the  effect  that  unless  five  men  were 
employed  in  one  factory  or  workshop, 
there  should  be  no  compensation.  We 
succeeded  in  getting  15  of  our  party 
on  the  committee,  every  man  having 
had  experience  in  the  making  and  ad- 
ministration of  such  legislation.  We 
knew  the  bill's  weak  points,  and  we 
knew  what  we  wanted  to  do.  The  re- 
sult was  each  of  us  was  deputed  to 
deal  with  so  many  amendments. 
When  the  clause  referred  to  came  up. 
it  happened  to  be  my  mission  to  deal 
with  it.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to 
show  the  absurdity  of  making  the  re- 
striction as  to  the  number  of  work- 
men employed;  and  the  government 
finally  had  to  give  way,  and  make  the 
act  applicable  even  though  there  were 
only  one  man  working  to  the  em- 
ployer. Then  we  demanded  that  store 
clerks  should  be  included  In  the  bill, 
which  provided  that  they  should  be  in- 
cluded   only    where    three  assistants 


were  employed  by  one  firm.  I  asked 
the  Home  Secretary,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  bill,  if  a  man  had  three 
stores,  and  one  assistant  employed  in 
each  store,  if  that  would  come  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  ab- 
surdity of  that  was  also  apparent.  A 
man  working  as  an  individual  was  as 
much  in  danger,  and  if  injured,  needed 
as  much  protection,  as  though  he  had 
999  associates.  But  the  most  benefi- 
cent purpose  of  the  measure  lay  in 
this:  "Under  the  old  act  an  insur- 
ance agent  would  come  along  to  a  wo- 
man whose  husband  had  been  killed 
and  get  at  her  even  before  the  body 
was  in  the  grave,  weep  crocodile  tears 
with  her,  tell  her  how  the  firm  sym- 
pathized with  her,  but  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  his  own  carelessness  her 
husband  would  still  be  alive;  that  al- 
though she  had  no  legal  claim,  the  firm 
was  willing  to  give  her  twenty-five 
pounds."  And  she  would  take  the 
twenty-five  pounds  and  sign  a  dis- 
charge! We  have  a  clause  put  into 
the  new  bill  so  that  where  a  woman 
or  man  accepts  less  than  the  legal 
liability,  it  can  be  set  aside  and  the 
discharge  will  not  stand.  (Applause.) 
Another  of  the  beneficent  provisions 
of  the  bill  is  that  in  all  dangerous  occu- 
pations the  diseases  inseparable  from 
that  occupation  are  dealt  with  as  acci- 
dents. You  have  the  miner's  beat 
hand,  beat  knee,  beat  elbow  and 
strained  wrist,  as  the  result  of  work- 
ing in  confined  places — the  doctors 
have  a  peculiar  name  for  it.  and  as  I 
have  not  got  the  thing  on  paper  and 
am  afraid  of  jaw-work,  you  will  excuse 
my  not  giving  you  the  medical  term. 
(Laughter.)  There  is  another  disease 
which  miners  have  as  a  result  of  work- 
ing in  the  dark,  connected  with  their 
sight.  That  also  has  been  scheduled 
as  an  accident.  In  the  old  country  we 
have  a  good  many  chimney  sweeps, 
something  unknown  here,  although  it 
strikes  me  they  migbt  not  come  amiss 
(laughter) ;  they  suffer  from  a  peculiar 
disease,  and  It  also  has  been  scheduled 
as  an  accident.  Then  there  Is  the  man 
who  works  with  horses.  The  horses 
n>ay  have  glanders  or  other  disease, 
which  sometimes  is  communicated  to 
the  man  In  attendance.  Such  disease 
also  is  scheduled  as  accident.  There 
are  28  diseases  such  as  arsenical  pois- 
oning, lead  poisoning,  and  those  I  have 
named,  all  scheduled  as  accidents  un- 
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der  the  act.  And  in  addition,  70a 
know»  sometimes  when  a  lad  goes  ont 
to  work,  in  the  first  year  of  being  en- 
gaged in  the  mill  or  factory  or  work- 
shop he  gets  irreparably  and  perman- 
ently injured,  a  burden  upon  his  par- 
ents for  the  rest  of  his  life;  and  if  his 
parents  happen  to  die  while  he  is  in 
early  manhood,  he  becomes  a  burden 
upon  the  public.  Realizing  that  the 
public  had  no  right  to  bear  the  trou- 
bles of  private  industry,  we  deter 
mined  that  the  lad  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  eke  out  an  existence  without 
being  responsible  to  public  charity; 
that  the  industry  which  crippled  him 
should  provide  for  him.  (Applause.) 
The  lad  starts  to  work,  and  gets  five 
shillings  per  week  for  the  first  year, 
and  is  Injured.  The  next  year  his 
wages  would  have  been  eight  shillings 
per  week.  We  say  that  his  compensa- 
tion in  case  of  injury  must  be  equal  to 
the  wages  which  would  have  accrued 
to  him  during  the  second  year  of  work 
up  to  a  minimum  of  ten  shillings; 
after  that,  the  difference  between  ten 
shillings  and  anirthing  he  was  earn- 
ing. Suppose  when  he  came  to  be  a 
full  fledged  craftsman  or  journeyman, 
earning  two  pounds  a  week,  he  was  in- 
jured, crippled,  then  he  should  re- 
ceive one  pound  a  week  for  life.  On 
this  amount  he  could  live  in  decency. 
Or  suppose  the  employer  wished  to 
commute  the  amount,  he  must  pay  75 
per  cent,  of  the  actuarial  valuation  of 
that  pound  per  week.  You  can  see  that 
that  measure  is  one  of  the  most  far- 
reaching  and  beneficent  in  the  history 
of  labor  legislation  in  the  civilized 
world.  But  It  was  not  done  without 
those  matters  having  been  the  subject 
of  careful  study  by  those  who  had  prac- 
tical experience  in  their  administra- 
tion; and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Ck>mmons 
generally  recognized  that  we  had  put 
our  cause  In  a  plain  practical  fashion, 
without  rhetorical  flourishes;  and,  if 
we  had  not  been  sober  minded  men,  we 
might  have  suffered  from  swell  head 
as  the  result  of  the  flattery  that  was 
given  us. 

When  we  met  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons Mr.  Keir  Hardie  asked  that  the 
members  of  our  party  should  make  a 
pledge.  He  said  there  was  no  doubt 
that  some  people  would  try  to  make 
fools  of  us,  they  might  invite  us  to 
dinner  and  treat  us  to  wine  and  cham- 


pagne, and  we  might  take  rather  more 
than  we  should,  and  the  next  morning 
in  some  of  the  newspapers  we  migM 
see  that  John  Hodge  was  going  about 
the  lobbies  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  no  fit  condition  to  look  after  his 
oonstituents'  interests.  He  asked  that 
we  pledge  ourselves  that  within  the 
precincts  of  the  House  of  Commons  not 
one  of  us  would  touch  alcoholic  li- 
quors. (Applause.)  Out  of  thirty  men, 
twenty-eight  took  that  pledge.  (Ap- 
plause.) There  are  twenty-one  men 
out  of  thirty  in  the  House  of  Commons 
who  are  total  abstainers  from  choice. 
(Applause.)  And  that  fact  having  be- 
come generally  known  has  raised  the 
leaders  of  the  Labor  party  in  the  old 
country  to  a  higher  pinnacle  in  the 
estimate  of  the  public  generally  than 
was  ever  the  case  before.  (Applause.) 
The  labor  leaders  used  to  be  thought 
of  as  a  drunken,  profligate,  lazy,  good- 
for-nothing  set;  but  now  that  we  are 
in  the  full  glare  of  the  footlights  they 
begin  to  realize  that  we  are  not  quite 
so  black  as  we  have  been  painted.  The 
consequence  is  that  we  are  drawing 
into  the  labor  movement  men  who 
have  previously  stood  aloof.  Clergry-  * 
men  of  all  denominations  are  rallying 
around  the  Labor  party,  who  previ- 
ously had  not  a  good  word  to  say  for 
it.  Men  in  high  social  position  who 
believe  social  conditions  can  be  im- 
proved are  also  coming  amongst  us, 
and  we  are  doing  them  good  if  they 
are  doing  us  good.  And  my  belief 
is  that  in  the  near  future,  so  far  as  th^ 
old  country  is  concerned,  we  shall  have 
very  much  better  social  and  economic 
conditions  than  exist  today.  The  spirit 
of  the  times  can  be  seen  in  the  fact 
that  in  the  last  session  of  the  last  Par- 
liament, under  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Balfour  a  Conservative  govern- 
ment passed  an  unemployed  Workman's 
bill.  To  be  sure  it  did  not  amount  to  a 
great  deal,  but  the  present  government 
are  pledged  to  make  the  bill  a  living 
force — the  House  of  Commons  ruling 
this,  that  where  private  enterprise 
failed,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
step  in.  We  believe  that  it  is  wrong 
where  more  is  being  produced  than  can 
be  consumed,  and  what  we  want  to  do 
is  to  solve  the  problem  of  distribution. 
Another  bill  which  was  passed  showed 
a  tendency  in  the  same  direction.  It 
was  brought  out  that  180.000  children 
were  going  breakfastlese  to  school;  and 
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yet,  if  the  children  were  not  sent  to 
school  their  parents  were  fined,  and 
when  sent,  they  were  not  in  condition 
to  assimilate  the  teaching.  This  bill 
provided  that  those  children  might  get 
one  square  meal  a  day.  (Applause.) 
The  Honse  of  Commons  does  its  work 
at  night  usually,  and  when  it  gets  to 
seven  o'clock  there  is  a  certain  element 
that  goes  away  to  dine,  and  when  they 
come  back  they  are  all  shirt  fronts  and 
cuffs  and  full  of  champagne.  Some  of 
these  gentlemen  would  get  up  and  say 
they  were  surprised  that  anyone  should 
propose  a  thing  of  this  kind;  what 
would  become  of  parental  responsibil- 
ity. Our  reply  to  that  was — ^"Peed  the 
child  first;  the  child  is  not  to  blame. 
If  the  parent  is  responsible,  punish 
him;  but  meantime,  feed  the  child." 
(Applause.) 

Well,  that  was  not  a  bad  record  for 
the  Labor  party  so  far  as  these  two 
sessions  of  Parliament  are  concerned. 
Of  course  it  did  a  great  deal  more,  but 
these  were  the  most  important  meas- 
ures. 

I  should  like  Just  to  say  a  few  words 
in  respect  to  what  you  in  this  country 
call  franchises.  The  people  in  the  old 
country  did  not  know  nor  see  clearly 
the  way  they  were  being  robbed,  as 
they  have  since  the  entrance  of  the 
Labor  party  into  politics.  Por  instance, 
if  we  want  to  do  anything  in  the  way 
of  opening  streets,  if  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment does  not  cover  it,  we  have  to  go 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  the  first  session  I  was  there 
I  was  upon  Panel  A,  which  had  to  deal 
with  such  bills.  I  would  not  have 
missed  this  experience  for  something. 
Four  men  composed  the  panel  to  deal 
with  e  certain  group  of  bills,  and  it  so 
happened  it  was  the  gas  bills  which 
the  committee  was  dealing  with.  The 
first  bill  was  one  which  came  from 
South  Wales.  There  was  an  array  of 
counsel  for  the  promoters  of  the  bill 
and  there  was  an  array  of  counsel  for 
those  who  were  seeking  to  have  em- 
bodied in  the  bill  a  purchase  clause 
giving  the  municipality  the  right  to 
purchase  the  concern.  Of  course  the 
gas  corporation  was  dead  against  that, 
and  declared  there  was  no  precedent 
for  such  a  thing.  I  put  it  up  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  if  we  as  a 
committee  were  to  be  guided  by  prece- 
dents, long  since  dead  and  gone.     He 


said,  "Not  at  all,  but  we  are  not  going 
to  create  new  precedents."  I  said,  "I 
do  not  subscribe  to  that"  Counsel  for 
the  Gas  (^mpany  made  a  speech 
against  this  purchase  clause  that  the 
corporation  were  claiming,  and  one  of 
the  points  he  made  was  that  the  com- 
pany was  spending  annually  5,000 
pounds  out  of  the  revenue,  but  that 
instead  of  using  the  excess  profits  to 
reduce  the  price  of  gas,  they  had  been 
spending  it  on  capital  account  When 
the  president  of  the  company  got  into 
the  witness  box,  I  put  on  my  suave 
smile.  When  a  lawyer  begins  to  smile 
upon  you,  you  can  smell  danger. 
(Laughter.)  I  handed  over  the  bal- 
ance ^eet  for  1896  to  the  gentleman 
who  was  occupjring  the  witness  chair, 
and  with  a  smile  said:  •'Will  you  be 
kind  enough  to  indicate  upon  the  bal- 
ance sheet  what  was  spent  upon  capital 
account?"  He  put  on  his  glasses  and 
looked  up  and  he  looked  down  (laugh- 
ter), and  he  looked  it  up  and  he  looked 
it  down.  At  last  I  ventured  smilingly 
to  say:  'Hi^annot  you  find  itr  "No." 
"Well."  I  said,  "is  it  therer'  "Well." 
he  said,  "I  cannot  find  it,  but  it  is 
bound  to  be  there." 

"Now.  I  put  it  to  you.  Mr.  Jones,  it  is 
one  of  two  things.  It  either  never  was 
spent,  or  you  spent  it  and  hid  it  under 
another  name  to  deceive  the  consumers 
of  gas.  Which  is  it?  I  do  not  care 
which  it  is— either  answer  will  suit  my 
purpose.** 

And  then  I  went  on  to  the  next  year 
and  the  next,  until  we  got  into  1903 
before  he  could  show  anything  which 
had  been  spent,  and  then  it  was  under 
the  head  of  "Accident  Fund." 

Well,  when  we  got  to  the  question  of 
the  purchase  clause  there  were  expert 
engineers  brought  in  for  the  purpose 
of  demonstrating  that  municipal  enter- 
prise was  not  as  good  as  private  enter- 
prise. Mining  engineers,  gas  engineers, 
with  nearly  all  the  letters  of  the  al- 
phabet after  their  names.  When  the 
lawyers  were  finished  with  one  of 
them,  I  said: 

"Now,  sir,  do  you  know  anything 
about  the  Liverpool  gas  undertaking?" 

"Yes."  His  answers  were  briefly, 
no  and  yes. 

"Do  you  know  about  the  Manchester 
gas  undertaking?" 

"Yes." 
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"Is  it  municipally  owned?" 

"Yes." 

"Would  I  be  correct  In  saying  that 
the  capital  expenditure  of  the  gas 
plants  in  Manchester  and  LlYerpool 
were  almost  alike  in  amount?" 

"One  moment — I  can  give  you  the 
exact  figures." 

"Well,  I  am  not  particular,  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  will  be  near 
enough." 

"Oh,  I  can  give  you  the  exact  fig- 
ures." 

But  he  could  not.  Then  1  put  the 
question:  "Was  I  anything  like  oor- 
rectr 

"Oh,  yes,  you  were  pretty  near  cor- 
rect." 

"Is  it  a  fact  that  the  capital  expen- 
diture in  Liverpool,  being  a  private 
company,  is  always  added  to  and  never 
reduced?" 

"Yes." 

"And  is  it  a  fact  that  the  capital  ex- 
penditure of  the  municipally  owned 
plant  in  Manchester  must  be  reJuced 
by  a  sinking  fund,  and  that  by  and  by 
the  city  will  have  their  property  abso- 
lute! v  unincumbered?" 

"Yes." 

"Is  it  a  fact  that  under  these  condi- 
tions the  city  of  Manchester  is  at  a  dis* 
advantage  as  compared  with  the  pri- 
vate enterprise?" 

"It  must  be  so."     (Laughter.) 

"Is  it  a  fact  that  gas  is  cheaper  in 
Manchester  than  in  Liverpool?" 

"Yes." 

"Is  it  a  fact  that  in  Manchester  sixty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum  goes  into 
the  city  coffers  towards  the  reduction 
of  city  rents?" 

"Yes." 

"Do  any  profits  go  into  the  offers 
of  the  city  of  Liverpool?" 

"No." 

"Do  you  still  maintain  that  municl 
pal  enterprise  is  worse  than  private 
enterprise?" 

And  he  had  the  audacity  to  say 
"Yes."  But  then,  he  was  paid  for  say- 
ing it.     (Laughter.) 

Now  that  Just  shows  you  the  methods 
corporations  use  in  our  country,  seek- 
ing to  hoodwink  the  people,  and  also 
how  the  people  can  utilize  common 
utilities  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  as 
a  whole.     (Applause.) 

I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  any- 
thing more — (Gk)  ahead!     Speak  on!) 


I  could  give  you  another  example  of 
the  benefits  of  municipally  controlled 
enterprise,  and  I  think  it  pat  not  only 
so  far  as  Chicago  is  concerned,  but  In 
connection  with  every  American  city 
I  have  been  in.  In  Manchester  we  have 
a  most  excellent  municipal  tram  ser- 
vice— ^trolleys,  as  you  call  them.  Under 
the  old  company  the  men  in  the  service 
would  work  72  hours.  After  munici- 
palization, the  hours  were  reduced  to 
54,and  the  men  got  rather  more  wages 
for  54  hours'  work  than  they  did  for 
72  hours.  And  not  only  that,  but  the 
men  were  given  a  suit  of  uniform  once 
each  year,  and  a  week's  holidays,  with 
wages,  so  that  they  could  take  their 
wives  and  families  away  and  enjoy 
them.  And  that  was  not  the  full 
effect.  We  travel  twice  the  distance 
that  we  did  for  the  old  fare.  They  put 
fifty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  into 
the  coffers  of  the  city,  which  helps  to 
reduce  the  rates;  and  they  do  not  per- 
mit 32  strap-hangers,  as  they  do  in 
New  York.  (Laughter.)  They  do  not 
permit  more  than  six  to  stand  in  the 
big  cars,  and  four  in  the  smaller  ones. 

My  belief  is  that  the  same  spirit  of 
municipalization  is  passing  over  this 
land.  I  believe  that  this  new  move- 
ment of  ours  in  the  old  country  Id 
going  to  gather  strength  and  that  It  is 
going  to  do  much  by  way  of  solution  of 
the  social  and  economic  problems  by 
which  we  are  confronted. 

There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  the 
American  people  to  take  a  greater  in- 
terest in  than  they  do  today.  Johnny 
Bull  used  to  be  looked  upon  as  tin  in- 
sular being,  full  of  pride  and  bump- 
tiousness,— no  other  man  like  him  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  he  thorough- 
ly believed  it.  Now  I  believe  that  the 
ordinary  American  is  Just  as  full  of 
buncombe  as  Johnny  Bull  ever  was. 
(Laughter.)  Now  we  have  begun  an 
international  movement.  We  are  going 
to  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Holland, 
Austria.  We  hold  international  con- 
ferences. In  the  metal  trade  we  have 
an  International  Metal  Workers'  Fed- 
eration; in  the  textile  industry  we 
have  an  International  Textile  Federa- 
tion. We  also  have  an  International 
Wood  Workers'  Federation.  But  I  re- 
gret to  say  that  the  great  American 
nation  is  not  represented  in  these  va- 
rious federations.  The  more  we  have 
mixed   with  our  continental  brethren 
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the  more  we  have  realised  that  they 
are  suffering  from  the  same  social  and 
economic  evils  that  we  are.  The  more 
we  come  in  contact  the  more  we  realize 
that  they  are  men  like  unto  ourselves 
with  like  human  sympathies  and  aspir- 
ations. The  more  we  come  in  contact 
the  more  we  realize  that  the  wars  be- 
tween nations  are  wars  of  capitalists 
and  politicians  and  not  wars  of  the  peo- 
ple. (Applause.)  And  I  have  been  seek- 
ing wherever  I  have  gone,  to  put  out  the 
notion  that  the  American  people  ought 
to  be  a  part  of  that  great  movement, 
that  they  ought  to  join  with  their 
Ehiropean  brothers  and  come  to  under- 
stand them  better  than  they  do  today, 
as  they  would  by  the  interchange  of 
opinion  and  coming  in  contact  with 
one  another.  We  all  realize  as  never 
before  what  is  meant  by  the  words, 
"The  Brotherhood  of  man  and  the 
Fatherhood  of  God."     (Applaose.) 

You  know  that  in  the  old  country  we 
went  through  a  bad  time  six  years  ago 
when  the  greed  of  gold  caused  that  war 
in  South  Africa.  The  leaders  of  the 
working  men  in  the  old  country  did 
not  catch  the  war  fever.  We  were  the 
only  ones  who  kept  our  heads,  and  we 
tried  to  lead  our  men  by  pointing  out 
the  workings  of  the  war.  that  it  was  a 
capitalists'  war,  that  it  was  the  desire 
to  secure  the  gold  and  the  diamond 
mines  of  the  Rand  that  was  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it.  There  is  no  one  in  England 
today  who  does  not  realize  that  was 
the  real  object  of  the  war. 

And  what  was  the  penalty  paid  by 
the  British  working  man  for  his  war 
fever,  after  having  gone  out  and  shed 
his  blood  for  the  flag,  and  in  many 
cases  his  body  was  left  to  bleach  on 
the  field?*  As  soon  as  the  thing  was 
over,  the  Chinaman  was  brought  in  be- 
cause he  .was  able  to  live  on  less  than 
our  men.  (Applause.)  You  are  going 
to  be  up  against  the  same  problem  in 
this  country.  In  the  Far  West  we 
heard  a  great  deal  about  it.  In  Can- 
ada t^ere  is  the  same  problem  that  has 
to  bo  solved  in  South  Africa.  As  a 
result  of  the  stand  of  the  British  trade 
unionists  back  in  the  old  country  the 
CHiinaman  is  being  shipped  back  to  his 
own  country,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  any  immigrants  from  any  country 
are  brought  into  this  land  simply  be- 
cause they  are  cheaper  than  the  native 
product,  the  standard  of  living  is  going 


to  be  reduced  to  the  detriment  of  the 
nation  as  a  whole.     (Applause.) 

I  am  glad  to  have  had  this  opportun- 
ity of  being  here.  I  hope  what  I  havu 
said  may  cause  you  to  think  over  the 
problems  and  see  if  something  cannot 
be  done  here  in  the  way  of  social  legis- 
lation such. as  we  have  had  in  the  old 
country.  I  can  only  say  that  since  I 
have  been  here  I  realize  that  in  this 
city  of  Chicago  you  have  a  great  many 
people  who  presumably  have  not  a 
great  deal  to  gain  by  association  with 
labor  men,  and  yet  you  have  a  great 
many  people  not  directly  associated 
with  labor  who  are  ^ving  of  their  time 
and  means,  who  are  devoting  them- 
selves day  in  and  week  out  to  the  solv- 
ing of  these  problems;  and  in  my 
opinion  no  man  or  woman  can  be  bet- 
ter employed,  or  do  anything  holier, 
better,  juster,  or  more  righteous  than 
seeking  to  do  something  to  advance  our 
common  brotherhood.     (Applause.) 


''Labor  Won't  Stick/' 

"Labor  won't  stick." 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  remark?  and 
did  you  ever  notice  who  is  continually 
singing  the  doleful  tune?  Is  it  the  fel- 
low who  knows  the  triumphs  of  labor? 
Is  it  he  who  is  continually  battling  for 
better  things?  Is  it  the  man  found 
night  and  day  on  "the  firing  line?" 
Is  it  he  who  "does  things?" 

Oh,  is  it  the  opposite  to  the  man  de- 
scribed above,  who  is  only  found  when 
he  wants  something  "right  quick?" 

Think  it  over,  and  remember  this 
thought  the  next  time  you  hear  the 
graveyard  sentiment. 

It  is  easy  to  place  the  man  who  tells 
you  "Labor  don't  stick." 

No  unselfish  man  ever  sang  this 
song,   he   knows  different. — Exchange. 

Carrol  D.  Wright,  in  his  thirteenth 
annual  report,  tells  us  that  the  capital- 
ists who  own  the  shoe  factories  pay  the 
workers  less  than  sixty  cents  in  wages 
for  making  shoes  that  sell  on  the  mar- 
ket for  $5.00  and  $4.00.  In  other 
words  the  workers  must  make  five  or 
9ix  pairs  of  shoes  before  they  can  com- 
mand wages  sufficient  to  buy  back  one 
pair  and  then  some  people  wonder  why 
it  is  that  the  workers  go  barefooted 
and  the  merchant  goes  broke  tox  lack 
of  markets. 
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SMASHING  THE  UNION"  IN  AUSTRALIA 


Hugh  O'Neill  in  Kansas  City  Independent,  organ  of  the  National  Manufac- 
turers' Association,  and  reprinted  in  the  National  Civic  Federa- 
tion Review. 


It  was  Malcolm  Donald  McEacham, 
ship  owner  and  capitalist,  who  deliv- 
ered the  Commonwealth  of  Australia 
to  the  Socialists.  He  Is  the  one  con- 
servative on  the  continent  that  the  So- 
cialists fight  without  malice.  They  are 
under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  ship- 
ping millionaire,  and  the  bitterest 
offense  he  suffers  is  the  occasional  re- 
minder of  that  fact 

Of  course,  McEachem  didn't  want 
Socialism.  He  only  wanted  to  break 
the  power  of  the  trades  unions.  He 
thought  that  their  exactions  had  be- 
come intolerable,  and  there  was  some 
Justification  for  that  view.  Strikes 
were  common,  and  frequently  the  cause 
of  quarrel  was  trivial.  But  the  strikers 
were  always  successful  because  the 
country  was  being  flooded  with  British 
money,  and  the  voice  of  the  boomster 
was  abroad  in  the  land.  The  union 
leaders  were  Ignorant  of  all  economic 
laws,  and  they  mistook  the  existing 
condition  for  one  of  natural  prosperity. 
(That's  where  they  made  their  mis- 
take.) 

McEacham  knew  better  than  that 
He  knew  that  the  burst  would  come 
sooner  or  later,  and  he  prepared  to  at- 
tack labor  on  a  falling  market.  He 
figured  to  smash  the  unions  and  re- 
move the  heel  of  aggressive  democracy 
from  the  throat  of  capital.  A  partial 
victory  was  not  what  he  wanted.  He 
was  after  the  whole  hog.  He  got  it 
(That's  where  he  made  his  mistake.) 

The  unionists  were  lions  led  by 
asses.  McEacham  knew  that  Time 
after  time  the  shipping  union  made  de- 
mands upon  his  company;  time  after 
time  he  granted  these  demands  with 
smiling  readiness.  But  day  after  day 
he  went  on  building  together  the  units 
of  a  force  to  fight  trades  unionism  that 
was  destined  to  sweep  organized  labor 
out  of  existence.  The  plan-  was  colos- 
sal, but  the  solid  patience  with  which 
in  the  meantime  he  bore  the  galling 
exactions  of  the  trades  was  quite  as 
great 


And  then  one  day  he  loosed  his 
thunders  and  struck  hard  and  straight 
and  true.  He  chose  the  time  of  bat- 
tle, the  cause  of  battle,  and  the  place 
of  battle.  The  unions  chose  nothing. 
They  were  arrogant  with  riches. 

The  cause  of  quarrel  was  childish,  as 
McEacham  meant  it  should  be.  A  dif- 
ference arose  between,  the  quarter- 
master and  the  steward  of  one  of  his 
coasting  steamers  over  the  charms  of  a 
stewardess.  The  captain,  to  settle  the 
difficulty — ^as  he  thought,  poor  man — 
discharged  the  sailor.  The  union  de- 
manded his  reinstatement  McEach- 
am, knowing  what  the  reply  would  be, 
offered  to  put  him  on  another  ship. 
The  union  demanded  reinstatement  on 
the  same  ship.  McEacham  in  very 
courteous  terms  pointed  out  that  that 
was  impossible.  Then  the  asses  who 
led  the  lions  told  him  that  unless  the 
reinstatement  was  effected  within 
twenty-four  hours  they  would  call  the 
crews  off  all  his  ships  and  order  a  gen- 
eral strike. 

Then,  like  a  fiasfa,  McEacham  un- 
masked his  guns.  Back  went  the  reply 
that  the  unions  might  strike  and  be 
damned. 

The  strike  was  ordered.  And  then 
there  followed  a  battle  grim  and  great 
Union  after  union  was  called  out,  ship 
after  ship  was  llild  up,  state  after 
state  was  involved  in  the  quarrel,  until 
the  whole  continent  stood  under  arms. 
In  less  than  four  weeks  the  fires  of 
nearly  every  coasting  steamer  were 
drawn.  The  trade  of  Australia  was 
paralyzed.  Four  hundred  thousand 
unionists  were  Idle,  and  every  man  of 
them  was  drawing  half  pay.  Also  every 
unemployed  man  who  looked  like  be- 
coming a  free  laborer  was  paid  a  week- 
ly allowance  from  the  general  fund  to 
prevent  remanning  the  ships. 

But  the  Shipowners'  Union  that  Mc- 
Eacham had  organized  didn't  even  try 
to  reman  the  ships.  The  land  boom 
had  reached  its  limit,  trade  was  declin- 
ing, very  large  coal  reserves  had  been 
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laid  up,  the  funds  and  memberBhip  of 
tbe  unions  were  known  to  a  dollar  and 
a  man.  The  shipowners  simply  sat 
down  on  their  hunkers  and  waited. 

The  trades  leaders  organized  pickets, 
but  there  was  nothing  for  them  to  do. 
The  problem  was  a  new  one.  They 
couldn't  solve  it.  The  owners  were  ap- 
parently not  trying  to  run  their  ships 
at  all.  Patterson,  who  owned  one  fleet, 
wrote  to  the  strike  committee,  and  in 
a  vein  of  pawky  Scotch  humor  offered 
to  sell  them  his  ships. 

Then  it  dawned  upon  the  union  that 
the  strike  had  become  a  lockout  The 
besiegers  were  besieged.  The  weapon 
of  capital  was  not  free  labor,  but  star- 
vation. 

Starvation  won  easily.  Ten  weeks 
after  the  first  shot  the  unions  capitu- 
lated to  the  grim  foe  hunger  that  be- 
fore then  had  bowed  the  neck  of  many 
a  proud  city.  McEacham  had  meant 
to  break  the  unions.  And  they  were 
broken  all  right 

Funds  gone,  membership  decimated, 
courage  wilted,  the  once  great  trades 
unions  of  Auslbralia  were  counted  out 

The  capitulation  was  announced  in 
the  biggest  public  hall  the  labor  lead- 
ers could  get.  John  Hancock,  big- 
bodied  and  big-hearted — the  finest 
platform  man  in  Australia — rose  in 
that  hall  of  silent  hundreds  to  tell  the 
men  that  they  must  return  to  work  on 
the  best  term  they  could  get  It  was 
the  shortest  and  most  pregnant  speech 
be  ever  made  in  his  life.  "Friends," 
be  said,  "men  of  Australia,  we  have 
not  been  beaten;  we  have  been  starved 
into  submissiouw  Unionism  is  dead, 
but  anything  can  happen  in  a  democ- 
racy, and  from  the  ashes  of  the  funeral 
pyre  that  the  shipowners  have  lighted 
will  rise  the  phoenix  of  our  liberties." 

Nobody  knew  what  he  meant  It  is 
doubtful  whether  he  knew  himself.  But 
it  sounded  large  and  fine,  and  some- 
thing with  that  sort  of  sound  was  Just 
what  those  depressed  people  wanted 
that  night 

But  one  year  later  big  John  Han- 
cock took  his  seat  in  parliamient — the 
first  labor  member  sent  in  by  the  first 
political  party  in  Australia. 

Vanquished  in  the  industrial  war, 
the  members  of  the  battered  trades 
unions  had  reorganized  their  forces  on 
a  political  basis  and  sought  to  win  by 
the  ballot  the  privileges  capital  had 
denied  them.    Someone  discovered  that 


where  all  men  have  votes  and  the  bulk 
of  men  are  wage-earners  they  only 
have  to  decide  among  themselves  what 
they  want  from  the  state  to  get  it 

That  was  only  ten  years  ago.  And 
now  they  have  gotten  nearly  all  they 
wanted.  Think  of  it  Eleven  years 
ago  the  unions  were  battered,  dead, 
done  for.  Today  their  direct  lineal 
successor  owns  the  whole  blessed  Com- 
monwealth of  Australia. 

They  attacked  municipal  councils 
first,  and  enforced  the  minimum  wage 
and  eight-hour  day  on  all  of  them. 
They  attacked  the  state  parliaments 
next  and  gained  factory  legislation  and 
old  age  pensions  and.  compulsory  arbi- 
tration. No  factory  in  the  country  can 
now  employ  child  labor,  or  work  its 
people  more  than  eight  hours  per  day, 
or  pay  less  than  the  minimum  wage 
fixed  by  the  wages  board.  In  two  of 
the  six  states  the  labor  party  are  the 
government  in  office,  in  two  others  they 
hold  the  balance  of  power,  and  in  two 
others  they  are  the  direct  opposition. 

But  it  is  their  success  in  the  com- 
monwealth parliament— the  national 
assembly— that  marks  out  Australia  as 
a  socialist  nation. 

In  the  senate  half  the  members  are 
pledged  Socialists — definite  servants  of 
the  labor  party.  In  the  representatives 
the  direct  opposition  are  pledged  So- 
cialists also— members  of  the  same 
party.  Compulsory  arbitration  in  la 
bor  disputes  is  the  law  actually  oper- 
ating in  two  of  the  states,  and  the  na- 
tional legislature  has  passed  a  law  en- 
forcing compulsory  arbitration  in  any 
labor  dispute  that  extends  from  one 
state  to  another. 

McEacham,  the  lord  mayor  of  Mel- 
bourne, the  man  who  smashed  union- 
ism, was  defeated  last  year  by  a  labor 
candidate  in  the  contest  for  election 
of  a  member  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

Twelve  years  ago  in  Australia  there 
were  two  parties,  the  freetraders  and 
the  protectionists.  Today  there  is  one 
party— the  labor  party— and  the  drag- 
gled remnant  of  another  that  occasion- 
ally totters  helplessly  before  a  tired 
public  and  tries  to  get  itself  taken 
seriously  as  the  anti-Socialist  party. 
But  it  has  no  power,  it  never  had  a 
policy,  and  its  friends  are  ashamed  to 
recognize  it  in  the  daylight  Some  day 
a  man  may  arise  in  Australia  who  will 
evolve  a  policy  big  enough  to  cover  the 
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anti-labor  party  and  those  others  who 
at  present  remain  outside,  but  so  far 
as  the  writer  knows  he  hasn't  sent 
word  of  his  coming.  And  the  gentle- 
man who  precipitated  all  this  on  the 
country  has  sought  his  country  seat 
and  the  tiresome  seclusion  of  a  friend- 
less man. 

The  writer  points  no  moral.  But  he 
has  heard  the  suggestion  that  Social- 
ism was  a  coming  force  in  American 
politics  treated  with  derision,  and  he 
thinks  that  perhaps  this  story  may  be 
worth  thinking  over,  because  man- 
hood suffrage  prevails  in  America,  and 
the  great,  big  bulk  of  Americans  are 
wage-earners,  too. 


"The  Congregational  Church  is  in 
favor  of  organized  labor,"  said  Dr.  S. 
G.  Smith  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  "I  my- 
self would  go  so  far  as  even  to  uphold 
the  union  shop.  I  do  this  because  the 
non-union  shop  is  a  question  of  the  in- 
dividual against  capital,  not  capital 
against  organized  labor.  Strike-break- 
ers are  the  most  contemptible  class  of 
non-union  labor,  and  are  ind<ustrial 
tramps,  for  whom  even  their  employ- 
ers have  no  sympathy.  Whenever  there 
is  trouble  at  a  strike  it  is  not  the 
strikers  who  cause  it,  but  the  capital- 
ists who  import  men  to  work." 

I  believe  I  will  be  a  member  of  a 
labor  union  when  strikes  an^l  lockouts 
are  things  of  the  past  All  that  labor 
needs  for  peace  is  fairness.  Some  say 
that  labor  unions  have  no  right  to 
keep  a  non-union  man  from  earning  a 
living.  Labor  unions  never  adopted 
that  course.  As  with  a  doctor  or  a 
lawyer,  I  do  not  care  what  the  man  who 
works  with  me  may  be  if  his  card 
shows  me  that  he  works  for  the  bet- 
terment of  mankind.  There  is  hope  in 
my  breast  that  through  this  confer- 
ence we  have  come  to  a  better  under- 
standing, better  than  ever  before.  The 
biggest  of  the  strikes  now  on  in  this 
city  could  be  settled)  in  fifteen  minutes 
if  one  side  would  listen  to  reason.  In 
another  case  580  girls  are  on  strike. 
Every  speaker  here  has  admired  the 
right  of  labor  to  organize.  When  a 
man  says,  therefore,  that  he  can  dis- 
charge his  employes  if  he  does  not  like 
the  color  of  their  eyes  or  the  church  to 
which  they  belong,  can  you  blame  la- 
bor if  it  shows  a  natural  resentment? 
— Andrew  J,  Oallagher  at  the  San 
Francisco  Peace  Conference, 


The  Confidence  Game. 

When  you  are  weary  of  labor 

And  honest  toil  seems  too  tame. 
Just  smile  and  beam  at  your  neighbor 
And  play  the  confidence  game. 

And  quit  your  sweating  and  slaving 

Or  living  a  life  of  shame. 
Let  others  be  frugal  and  saving; 

You  play  the  confidence  game. 

Why  drudge  forever  in  sorrow 
Without  wealth,  comfort,  or  name! 

Be  sleek;   seem  wealthy;   then  borrow. 
And  play  the  confidence  game. 

You  who  deposited  money 

Which  now  you  fain  would  reclaim. 
You  trust  in  the  bank,  my  honey, 

You  trust  the  confidence  game. 

And  don't  you  think  it  Satanic 
To  bear  the  loss  and  the  blame 

When  told  you  brought  on  the  panic 
And  not  the  confidence  game? 

Cheer  up;   take  heart;  don't  whimper! 

You've    learnt.      Teach    others    the 
game. 
You,  too,  can  smirk  and  simper 

And  play  the  confidence  game. 

Don't  dread  the  law's  interference, 
It's  old,  decrepit  and  lame. 

And  won't  put  in  its  appearance 
To  stop  the  confidence  game. 

Go  build  a  palace  most  regal. 

Let  millions  be  your  aim; 
Take  much,  and  all  will  be  legal 

In  this  great  confidence  game. 

Let  not  your  gall  e'er  forsake  you; 

The  halt,  the  blind,  and  the  maim 
Will  all  contribute  to  make  you 

Play  well  this  confidence  game. 

The  fool  may  labor  and  hanker 
For  glory,  honor,  and  fame. 

The  wise  will  watch  the  sleek  banker 
And  learn  the  confidence  game. 

— Marvin  Selkirk. 


Your  grip  on  success  depends  largely 
on  the  other  things  you  are  willing  to 
let  go. 
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BILL  TO  AMEND  THE  SAEETY 
APPLIANCE  Aa. 

Hon.  D.  S.  Alexander  of  this  city 
lias  introduced  a  bill,  H.  R.  13477,  to 
amend  the  act  of  March  2,  1903,  which 
was  intended  as  an  amendment  of  the 
original  "Safety  Appliance  Act"  which 
became  a  law  on  March  2,  1893,  and 
was  slightly  amended  April  1,  1896. 

When  the  original  act  went  into 
effect  there  was  a  transitory  period  of 
five  years  before  the  railroads  of  the 
country,  which  was  thought  to  be  am* 
pie  time  for  them  to  gradually  retire 
the  old  link  and  pin  design  for  that 
which  would  technically  comply  with 
the  law.  The  law  in  its  original  con- 
struction made  no  provision  for  a  stan- 
dard of  requirement,  and  for  this  rea- 
son the  order  of  switchmen,  known 
then  as  ''The  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid 
Association,"  sent  a  united  protest  to 
the  Committee  of  Railway  Commis- 
sioners which  held  a  meeting  in 
March,  1891,  in  the  city  of  New  York 
against  the  bill  then  pending  which 
was  then  known  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenUtives  as  "H.  R.  7512."  At  that 
time  the  bill  specified  that  within  a 
certain  time  all  cars  used  in  moying 
interstate  trafllc  should  be  equipped 
with  "automatic  couplers  of  the  Mas- 
ter Car  Builders'  type."  The  mission 
of  the  Switchmen's  Committee  to  the 
aforesaid  Committee  of  Railway  Com- 
missioners was  to  show  up  the  inher- 
ent defects  of  the  "Master  Car  Build- 
ers' Type  of  Coupler"  as  they  had  been 
made  familiar  with  them  by  bitter 
experience  although  there  were  not, 
at  that  time,  more  than   30,000  cars 


equipped  with  such  designs.  This 
number,  however,  was  sufficient  to 
show  to  those  employes  who  had  the 
immediate  handling  of  them,  namely, 
the  switchmen,  what  might  be  ex- 
pected when  all  cai;fs  of  the  United 
States  should  be  equipped  with  them. 
Among  other  things  it  wae  pointed 
out  that,  first,  they  would  not  couple 
on  the  numerous  curves  with  which 
the  freight  yards  of  the  several  cities 
abounded;  second,  knuckle  of  most  or 
all  of  those  in  use — ^when  found  closed 
— ^had  to  be  opened  by  hand,  which  re- 
quired the  men  to  go  between  the  cars, 
often  at  the  most  dangerous  moment; 
third,  the  uncoupling  lever  mechan- 
ism was  so  defective  or  unreliable  that 
in  a  majority  of  cases  they  were  found 
inoperative,  especially  when  the  cars 
stood  upon  curves  where  the  knuckle 
shank  which  engaged  the  lock  gripped 
the  latter  so  tightly  as  to  render  it 
immovable;  fourth,  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  designs  in  the  lock  mechan- 
ism— ^the  most  important  feature  of  the 
coupler — made  it  impossible  for  the 
railway  employes  to  keep  up  with  the 
variety  of  couplers  which  at  that  early 
stage  were  extensively  in  evidence. 
The  committee  of  switchmen,  which 
was  composed  of  Frank  Sweeny, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Switchmen's  Mu- 
tual Aid  Association,  D.  D.  Sweeney 
and  Samuel  Heberling,  tlosed  their 
protest  with  the  announcement  that 
by  the  time  all  cars  were  equipped 
with  "M.  C.  B.  Type"  of  coupler,  the 
record  of  deaths  and  injuries  to  rail- 
way employes  would  be  increased  in- 
stead of  being  diminished.  Following 
this    testimony    of    the    Switchmen's 
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Committee  the  propofied  bill  was 
chang«d--4xy:  sabfltttutiag.  the.  words:  ^ 
^'Couplers  coupling  automatically  by 
impact,"  for  the  above  quoted  clause. 
This  change,  however,  had  no  prac- 
tical benefit,  "as-  the  railroads  went 
ahead  and  equipped  their  cars  with 
the  "M.  C.  B.  Type"  of  coupler  just  as 
if  the  original  measure  had  passed. 
What  is  the  consequence  today?  The 
casualty  record  to  employes  has  in- 
creased nearly  twofold — ^greater  by 
far  than  was  first  apprehended  by  the 
most  pessimistic  calculations  of  the 
switchmen — and  is  increasing  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  This  increase  is  shown 
by  comparing  Accident  Bulletin  No. 
1,  which  was  for  the  quarter  ending 
September  30,  1901,  with  Accident  Bul- 
letin No.  25,  which  was  for  the  quar- 
ter ending  September  30,  1907.  In 
the  first  bulletin  the  total  of  casual- 
ties amounted  to  11,212,  including  725 
killed.  Of  this  number  of  casualties 
sixty  per  cent,  was  suffered  by  the 
men  in  yard  service.  This  was  re- 
garded as  a  most  startling  record  at 
the  time;  the  last  (25th)  Bulletin, 
however,  shows  that  within  six  years' 
time  accidents  for  the  quarter  corres- 
ponding with  that  -of  the  first  Bulletin 
reached  the  enormous  aggregate  of  23,- 
063,  of  whom  the  majority  of  victims 
were  switchmen  or  men  in  yard  serv- 
ice. 

The  time  has  come  when  a  standard 
of  requirement  is  inevitable.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander's bill  requires  a  specified  test 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission.  The  en- 
actment of  this  measure  into  law,  and 
with  it  the  beginning  of  the  retirement 
of  the  defective  coupling  devices  which 
it  will  have  the  effect  to  discover  and 
condemn,  cannot  come  any  too  soon. 
The  master  car  builders  themselves 
are  without  defense  in  perpetuating 
the  design  of  coupler  in  general  use; 
in  other  words,  they  have  no  substan- 


tial ground  upon  which  to  base  their 
xippo8ition^to...thla..iiiAasure«  as.  they 
themselves  have  admitted  the  defects 
and  limitations  of*  th^  couplers  in  gen. 
eral  use  time  and '  again  heretofore. 
At  the  last  annual  (M.  B.  C.) -convent 
tion  an  elaborate  review  of  "Coupler 
Defects"  was  engaged  in  by  the  mem- 
bers which  left  no  question  as  to  the 
disastrous  consequences  which  its  per- 
petuation in  use  meant.  This  review 
or  discussion  of  "Coupler  Defects," 
which  was  first  published  in  the  RaU- 
road  Oazette  of  June  28,  1907,  was  re- 
published in  the  September,  1907,  issue 

of  the  JOUBNAL. 

It  has  been  hinted  or  intimated  by 
a  certain  individual  that  the  editor 
had  this  bill  introduced  in  the  inter- 
est of  a  certain  coupler,  namely,  the 
"Thomas  Coupler."  The  editor  asks 
you  to  read  carefully  this  bill  und  dis- 
cover if  you  can  where  any  particular 
coupler  is  mentioned. 

What  the  Joubnal  is  striving  for  is 
the  "standardization"  of  the  coupling 
device  giving  the  greatest  degree  of 
efficiency,  that  is,  the  coupler  coming 
nearest  meeting  all  physical  require- 
ments under  the  law.  This  would 
familiarize  the  switchmen  with  the 
mechanism  so  that,  like  the  pianist, 
he  would  know  just  where  to  place  his 
hand. 

The  Alexander  bill  follows: 

Sixtieth  Conobess,  Fibst  Session. 
H.  R.  13477. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
January  13,  1908,  Mr.  Alexander  of 
New  York,  (by  request  of  F.  M.  Cas- 
sidy)  introduced  the  following  bill, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  Bill 
To  amend  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
amend  an  Act  entitled  'An  act  to  pro- 
mote the  safety  of  employes  and  trav- 
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elers  upon  railroads  by  compelling 
common  carriers  engaged  in  Interstate 
commerce  to  equip  their  cars  with 
automatic  couplers  and  continuous 
brakes  and  their  locomotives  with 
driving  wheel  brakes,  and  for  other 
purposes/  approved  March  second, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and 
amended  April  first,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-six,  approved  March  second, 
nineteen  hundred  and  three." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  provisions  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Act  known  by  the 
above  title  and  description  shall  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  followsc 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  Act  all  common  carriers  engaged 
in  hauling  or  handling  interstate 
traffic  by  railroad  or  that  are  engaged 
in  hauling  or  handling  traffic  by 
railroad  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  shall  not 
run  any  train  upon  their  line  or 
lines  without  having  at  least  seventy- 
five  per  centum  of  the  cars  of  such 
train  equipped  with  train  brakes  in 
an  operative  condition  and  so  coupled 
together  that  the  engineer  can  oper- 
ate said  brakes  without  requiring  the 
men  to  go  on  top  of  the  cars  to  apply 
the  hand  brakes.  Likewise  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  may  re- 
quire the  railroads  affected  by  this  Act 
to  increase  the  per  centum  of  cars 
which  shall  have  such  train  brakes  in 
use  as  the  Commission  shall  find  such 
increase  essential  to  the  safety  of  the 
employes  and  patrons  of  such  com- 
mon carriers. 

Sec.  2.  That  within  ninety  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  Act  all  com- 
mon carriers  engaged  in  hauling  or 
handling  interstate  traffic  by  railroad, 
or  who  are  engaged  in  handling  or 
hauling  traffic  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  or  the  Territories,  shall  for- 


ward to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com* 
nUssion  a  sample  of  the  design  of  the 
coupling  devices  they  may  have  in  use 
or  which  they  propose  to  use  in  equips 
ping  new  cars  or  in  replacing  broken 
or  worn  couplers.  Such  samples  of 
couplers  shall  include  the  air-brake 
or  train-pipe  couplers  as  well  as  the 
drawheads  or  car  couplers. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  shall  make  a  test 
of  all  coupling  devices  received  from 
such  common  carriers  according  to 
the  provisions  and  requirements  of  this 
Act,  and  all  other  coupling  devices 
that  may  be  offered  for  such  test:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Commission  may  use 
for  a  test  only  two  samples  of  any  one 
design  of  such  coupling  devices,  and 
after  giving  due  notice  to  the  railroads 
affected  by  this  Act,  stating  the  time 
when  and  the  place  where  such  test 
shall  be  made.  Said  test  shall  be  made 
upon  a  section  of  track  which  will  in- 
clude a  quarter  circle,  having  a  radius 
not  greater  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet,  measured  from  the  center  of  the 
quadrant  to  a  central  point  between 
the  two  rails  of  the  track;  or  if  the 
Commission  has  reason  to  believe  that 
curves  of  shorter  radius  than  that 
which  is  specified  in  this  Act  exist  in 
freight  yards  or  in  approaches  to  ware- 
houses whereon  cars  used  in  moving 
interstate  traffic  are  hauled  or  handled, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  jof  the  Commission 
to  select  a  section  of  track  having  a 
curve  of  a  shorter  radius,  according  to 
its  knowledge  or  belief,  upon  which 
to  make  such  test  All  designs  of 
coupling  devices  which  shall  fail  to 
couple  by  impact  upon  the  curve 
whereon  such  test  shall  be  made,  or 
any  approach  to  such  curve,  or  which 
are  not  provided  with  a  lever  or  me- 
chanism that  will  facilitate  the  func- 
tion of  coupling,  and  that  can  be  oper- 
ated from  the  side  of  the  car  to  effect 
an  uncoupling  without  making  it  ne- 
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cessary  for  the  men  to  go  between  or 
under  the  cars  to  adjust  any  part  of 
the  coupling  mechanism,  shall  be  con- 
demned by  the  Commission,  and  all 
designs  thus  condemned  shall  be  re- 
tired from  service  within  two  years 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  Act 
It  shall  likewise  be  unlawful  for  any 
such  common  carrier  to  use  any  of  the 
designs  thus  condemned  in  replacing 
broken  or  worn  couplers  or  in  equip- 
ping new  cars. 

Sec.  4.  That  where  two  or  more  de- 
signs of  coupling  devices  shall  stand 
the  test  prescribed  In  this  Act,  but 
which  will  not  couple  interchangeably 
with  each  other,  in  such  event  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commission  shall 
select  as  a  standard  that  design  which 
promises  the  greatest  efficiency  and 
condemn  those  coupling  devices  which 
will  not  couple  interchangeably  with 
such  design;  also  in  making  such  test 
the  Commission  shall  use  two  cars, 
one  of  which  shall  be  at  least  fifty  feet 
long,  measured  from  end  sill  to  end 
sill. 

Sec.  5.  That  any  such  common  car- 
rier who  shall  fail  to  operate  a  suffici- 
ent number  of  train  brakes  in  any  of  its 
trains  according  to  the  requirements  of 
this  Act,  or  who  shall  fail  to  supply  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  with 
a  sample  of  the  one  or  more  coupling 
designs  it  may  have  in  use  as  required 
by  this  Act,  or  who  shall  continue  the 
use  of  any  design  of  coupling  device 
condemned  by  the  Commission  beyond 
the  limit  of  two  years  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  Act,  or  who  shall 
use  any  device  thus  condemned  in  re- 
placing broken  or  worn  couplers  or  in 
equipping  new  cars,  or  who  shall  per- 
sist in  using  any  coupling  device  after 
it  has  become  inoperative  in  its  coup- 
ling mechanism,  such  common  carrier 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  $100 
for  each  and  every  such  violation, 
to   be   recovered   in  a  suit    or    suits 


to  be  brought  by  the  United  States 
district  attorney  in  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  having  jurisdic^ 
tion  in  the  locality  where  such  viola- 
tion shall  have  been  committed.  All 
Government  inspectors  are  herewith 
required  to  make  reports  of  all  cases 
that  may  come  to  their  knowledge  of 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act 

Sec.  6.  That  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  may,  from  time  to 
time  and  upon  full  hearing,  extend  the 
time  in  which  any  common  carrier  may 
comply  with  the  provisions  if  this  Act: 
Provided,  That  such  common  carrier 
shall  show  good  cause  why  such  con- 
tinuance should  be  granted. 

Sec.  7.  That  to  enable  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  to  make 
such  experiments  as  are  necessary 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the 
Commission  may  appoint  a  board  of 
experts  to  examine  and  test  whatever 
coupling  devices  may  be  submitted  to 
the  Commission  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act:  Provided,  That  no  ap- 
pointee of  the  Commission  shall  own 
or  be  interetsed,  in  any  way,  in  any 
design  of  coupling  device  which  may 
be  submitted  to  such  committee;  and 
in  order  that  such  committee  may 
properly  perform  the  duties  required  of 
it  an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  is  herewith  made  from  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  which 
shall  be  paid  upon  the  audit  and  order 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Conmiis- 
sion.  * 


Word  has  reached  our  office  in  an 
unofficial  way  that  our  ex-Vice-Presi- 
dent,  W.  C.  Walsh,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  Terminals  at  Gal- 
veston, Tex.,  for  the  Trinity  and 
Brazos  Valley  Railroad.  You  can't 
keep  a  good  man  down,  even  if  he  has 
only  one  leg. 
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THE  TRAINMEN'S  JOURNAL 
GLOATS  OVER  SWITCHMEN'S 
FAILURE. 

The  Trainmen's  Journal  for  Janti- 
ai7  editorially  uses  more  than  two 
pages  in  gloating  over  the  fact  that  we 
were  forced  to  withdraw  our  demands 
last  November,  when  the  panic  over- 
took us. 

Another  thing,  the  Trainmen's  Jour- 
nal contains  many  misstatements  in 
this  issue  which  appeared  on   many 
occasions  heretofore  in  that  magazine, 
the  untruthfulness  of  which  this  jour- 
nal has  shown  to  our  members  in  pre- 
vious issues.  • 
It  ia  with  reluctance  that  this  Jour- 
nal is  forced  to  call  attention  fo  the 
above  mentioned  article  in  the  Train- 
men's Journal,  and   at    that   we   are 
going  to  be  as  brief  as  possible  and 
avoid  anything   bordering  on    abuse. 
If  the  Trainmen's  magazine  wishes  t 
keep  up  an  incessant  warfare,  hurling 
vituperation     and     calumny    at     the 
Switchmen's   Union    and    its   offlcers, 
well  and  good,  but  our  Journal  re- 
fuses further  to   engage   in   childish 
charges  and  denials,  that  redound  with 
credit  to  neither  journal,  nor  good  to 
either  organization,  and  which  have  a 
tendency  only  to  fan  into  flame  the 
dying  enUiers  of  hatred,  jealousy  and 
revenge,    thereby     delaying    the    day 
when  all   railroad  brotherhoods   will 
lay  aside  their  petty  differences  and 
join  in  a  common  cause  for  the  uplift- 
ing and  betterment  of  AXiL  railway 
employes,  yea,  for  the  advancement  of 
the  entire  labor  world. 

This  mud-slinging  can  give  gratifica- 
tion to  the  railway  magnate  only.  Mr. 
Railway  Magnate  must,  indeed,  feel 
Jubilant  when  he  witnesses  the  spec- 
tacle of  men  calling  themselves  union 
men  at  one  another's  throat  in  a  death 
struggle. 


If  it  can  be  avoided,  this  journal  is 
not  going  to  furnish  this  gratification 
to  Mr.  Railway  Magnate. 

It  is  a  safe  bet  that  the  article  in 
question  never  came  from  the  pen  of 
the  editor  of  the  Trainmen's  magazine. 
The  editor  of  the  Joubnal  would 
rather  believe  it  came  from  the  pro- 
lific pen  of  that  union-hater,  Slason 
Thompson,  secretary  to  the  General 
Managers'  Association  of  Chicaga  But 
it  was  not  Mr.  Thompson. 

Brother  switchmen  and  railroadmen, 
did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  the  heads 
of  four  or  five  of  these  railway  broth- 
erhoods MIGHT  be  In  the  employ  of 
the  Railway  General  Managers'  Asso- 
ciation? 
It  never  did? 

Well,  then,  stop  and  study  the  situa- 
tion for  a  moment 

You  behold  the  sorry  and  disgusting 
picture  of  the  engineer  and  fireman 
disputing  every  inch  of  ground,  hurling 
vile  and  opprobrious  epithets  at  one 
another,  each  striving  to  obliterate  the 
other. 

The  switchmen  and  trainmen  are 
engaged  In  Identically  the  same  deadly 
combat.  They  are  In  the  arena  with 
drawn  swords,  ordered  to  the  confilct 
by  shouts  and  words  of  encourage- 
ment from  their  leaders. 

Mr.  Railway  President,  from  his 
point  of  vantage  In  the  amphitheatre, 
claps  his  hands  and  shouts  "Bravo!" 
Look  to  where  he  alts^  and  you  will 
notice  him  with  down-turned  thumbs, 
a  sign  for  the  standing  gladiator  to 
dispatch  his  prostrate  victim. 

This  Is  a  true  picture  of  the  attitude 
of  the  several  brotherhoods  mentioned. 
Are  not  the  members  of  these  broth- 
erhoods a  silly  lot  of  asses  to  permit 
thla  confilct  to  continue? 

After  studying  the  picture  can  an 
unprejudiced  mind  come  to  any  other 
conclusion  than  this:  that  IF  the 
heads  of  these  brotherhoods  are  not  In 
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the  employ  of  the  General  Managers' 
Ajaeoclation  they  could  not  deliver  the 
goods  any  better  if  they  were,  and  the 
General  Managers'  Association  Is  hav- 
ing a  lot  of  VALUABLE  work  done 
for  nothing? 

Engineers,  firemen,  trainmen  and 
switchmen  should  immediately  ta^e 
cognizance  of  this  senseless  and  shame- 
ful warfare,  and  insist  that  their  offi- 
cers tkke  immediate  steps  to  eetabllah 
peace  and  harmony  amongst  all  rail- 
road employes. 

If  the  head  of  any  brotherhood  is 
opposed  to  peace,  unity  and  harmony, 
he  should  be  removed  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,  for  he  is  a  more  efficient 
and  a  greater  enemy  to  the  cause  than 
a  thousand  Pinkerton  labor  spies  could 
be. 

Are  we  so  asininely  stupid  we  can 
not  learn  by  example  taught  by  our 
employers? 

You  find  no  warfare  between  rail- 
way managements.  No,  indeed.  Ail 
is  peace,  harmony  and  unity  with 
them.  They  know  that  warfare  is  a 
relic  of  barbarism,  and  that  only  the 
ignorant  or  insane  will  resort  to  war. 

The  day  is  here,  right  now,  this  min- 
ute, when  organized  labor  must  form 
a  more  cohesive  alliance.  We  must 
follow  the  example  of  organized  capi- 
tal if  we  can  hope  for  existence  under 
the  present  economic  system.  Lay 
aside  this  bickering,  backbiting  and 
mud-slinging.  Put  your  mark  on  him 
if  he  insists  on  hurling  vile  epithets 
at  sister  organizations.  Follow  his 
tracks  and  you  will  find  they  lead  to 
some  general  manager's  office. 

The  greatest  enemies  the  railway 
brotherhoods  have  are  within  their 
own  ranks,  and  when  they  are  found 
out,  as  found  out  they  will  be  some 
day,  it  will  then  be  made  plain  that 
these  Judas  Iscariots  were  OWNED  by 
the  general  managers.     Just  as  much 


so  as  any  piece  ot  rolling  sto<$k  on  any 
of  their  lines. 

Brother  railroadmen,  open  your 
eyes!  Follow  the  tracks  of  your 
HIGH-PRICB3D  leaders,  and  you  will 
make  a  discovery  that  you  have  been 
SUCKERS  too  long. 


rALLING  WAGES  AND  PRICES 

The  following  editorial,  taken  from 
the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist,  is  full  of 
advice  to  switchmen  and  all  members 
of  organized  labor,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  our  members  heed  this  warning 
and  organize  their  fellow-men  on  the 
footboard.  Now  is  the  time  you 
'should  work  as  you  have  never  worked 
before,  if  you  wish  to  RETAIN  your 
present  wage.  Every  unorganized 
craft  at  this  time  has  already  suffered 
a  reduction  in  wages. 

There  is  only  one  means  of  protec- 
tion for  Mr.  Workman  at  the  present 
time  and  that  is  his  ORGANIZATION. 
The  stronger  your  organization,  the 
more  secure  your  wages,  so  get  BUSY! 
Arm  yourself  with  applications  and  go 
after  every  man  switching  who  is  not 
a  member  of  this  Union. 

They  say  preparedness  for  war  in- 
sures peace.  Now  is  the  time  to  pre- 
pare, for  if  you  don't  you  may  be  en- 
gaged in  a  strike  before  another  issue 
of  this  ^ook  reaches  you.  For  just  as 
sure  as  there  is  a  God  in  heaven  there 
will  be  a  strike  the  moment  the  at- 
tempt is  made  to  cut  switchmen's 
wages. 

If  there  is  one  agency  more  re* 
sponsible  than  another  for  present  con- 
ditions, it  is  the  railway  interests. 
They  accelerated  the  panic  and  have 
accentuated  it  by  reduction  of  force 
and  reduction  of  wages.  The  senti- 
ment is  crystalizing  for  government 
ownership  of  public  utilities.  We  can 
accellerate  this  crystalizing  sentiment 
by  starting  something  that  will  apply 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mr ..,,--.;.  ?v«rnuMm»i*ikiJt^F't«HE  -SWi 


JS9 


the  air-brakes  to  the  wheels  of  com-' 
merce  the  moment  an  attempt  is  made 
to  reduce  our  wages. 

Fallino  Wages  and  Pbices. 

The  present  crisis  seems  to  be  run- 
ning through  the  same  old  course  that 
has  long  been  made  familiar  by  pre- 
ceding crises. 

First  comes  the  financial  smash, 
then  the  Industrial  depression,  with 
a  return  of  funds,  no  longer  needed  in 
industry,  to  the  banks,  followed  by  a 
reduction  in  prices  to  force  the  ac- 
cumulated goods  upon  a  restricted 
market. 

We  have  now  reached  the  stage  of 
falling  prices.  In  spite  of  trustified 
industry,  nearly  all  staple  articles  are 
declining.  Steel,  which  still  continues 
to  be  the  great  industrial  barometer, 
has  fallen  fully  15  per  cent.,  in  spite 
of  its  control  by  the  most  powerful 
trust  in  the  world.  Cotton  goods,  that 
are  almost  equal  to  steel  in  their  sen- 
sitiTeness  to  industrial  conditions, 
were  the  next  to  drop,  and  their  price 
is  now  falling  steadily. 

Meanwhile  on  the  side  of  the  work- 
ers, in  spite  of  the  greatest  whistling- 
to-keep-up-courage  concert  on  record, 
plant  after  plant  is  closing  down  and 
wages  are  swiftly  falling  toward  the 
subsistence  point  For  millions  wages 
hsTe  dropped  clear  through  the  bot- 
tom into  vacancy,  as  the  ever-growing 
host  of  the  unemployed  testifies. 

Thus  the  reduction  of  wages  and  the 
number  of  employed  contracts  still 
further  the  already  restricted  purchas- 
ing power  of  the  market.  At  every 
turn  a  crisis  feeds  upon  itself,  produc- 
ing within  itself  the  causes  that  ag- 
gravate its  existence. 

On  a  falling  market  the  little  mer- 
chant and  manufacturer,  who  secured 
their  goods  at  a  higher  cost  of  produc- 
tion, are  met  with  continual  loss  in 
profits,  both  from  lower  prices  and 
fewer  sales.     Soon  the  long  lines  of 


"To  Rent"  signs  will  appear  on  the 
streets  .that  were  so.  familiar  in  '95 
and  '96. 

Meanwhile  the  great  trust,  able  to 
restrict  production  both  in  amount 
and  cost  can  weather  the  storm  that  is 
sweeping  the  little  would-be  capitalist 
down  into  the  proletarian  abyss. 

Wages,  always  the  "first  to  go  down 
and  the  last  to  rise,"  are  already  upon 
the  toboggan  slide  wherever  they  are 
not  protected  by  a  strong  union  or- 
ganization. This  fact  should  prove  a 
warning  to  those  weak-kneed  union 
men  who  may  be  inclined  to  permit 
their  union  obligations  to  relax  at  this 
time.  Never  is  the  need  for  an  army 
so  great  as  when  war  is  declared,  and 
war  has  been  declared  upon  the  wage 
workers  at  the  present  time.  During 
the  next  few  months  it  will  be  a  bitter 
fight  to  even  retain  existing  wages. 

Tet  it  is  in  this  strenuous  resist- 
ance to  reduction  of  wages  that  lies 
almost  the  only  hope  or  shortening 
the  period  of  the  present  crisis.  If 
the  purchasing  power  of  those  who 
still  remain  at  work  can  be  maintained 
at  a  high  standard  the  time  required 
to  recover  pormal  conditions  will  be 
much  less  than  if  wages  are  forced 
down. 

The  only  other  method  by  which  the 
terrors  of  this  artificial  famine  oan  be 
mitigated  is  by  the  exploiting  class 
relinquishing  some  portion  of  its 
plunder  for  the  purpose  of  giving  em- 
ployment to  the  unemployed,  even 
though  that  employment  does  not  im- 
mediately yield  a  profit  to  some  in- 
dividual  capitalist 


Bro.  Robt.  J.  Martin  has  been  re- 
elected president  of  the  Minneapolis 
Trade  Assembly  for  the  year  1908. 


Emerson  remarks:  "There  is  al 
ways  room  for  a  man  of  force,  and  he 
makes  room  for  many." 
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MATHEW  PAY 

DCCCASCD  MEMBER  Or  JOLIET  LODGE  NO.  3,  S.  U.  Or  N.  A. 

It  is  with  a  sad  heart  and  faltering  hand  the  edi- 
tor pens  this  obituary  notice  of  a  friend  that  he 
can  hardly  persuade  himself  to  believe  has  gone 
where  we  all  must  go.  And  now  thou  are  gone  and 
never  must  return.  Is  it  possible,  Matt,  I  am  no 
more  to  meet  your  smiling  face  and  receive  your 
hearty  handshake?  Alas,  it  must  be  so!  No  more 
in  the  councils  of  this  Union  are  we  to  meet  again! 

This  calls  to  my  mind  the  words  of  the  poet 
Thomas  Gray,  which  all  should  memorize: 

The  boast  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  power, 
And    all    that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e'er  gave. 
Awaits  alike  th'  inevitable  hour — 
The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave. 

And  this  same  poet  further  reminds  me  of  the 
futility  of  my  feeble  attempt  to  pay  tribute  to  my 
dead  friend  and  brother — 

Can  storied  urn  or  animated  bust 
Back  to  its  mansion  call  the  fleeting  breath? 

Can  honor's  voice  provoke  the  silent  dust. 
Or  flattery  sootue  the  dull  cold  ear  of  death? 

No,  Matt,  I  cannot  bring  you  back!  Would  to  God  I  could!  Neither  can 
anything  I  say  add  to  the  estimation  in  which  you  were  held  by  your  fel- 
low-men. Nor  can  anything  I  say  add  to  your  comfort  or  soothe  your  dull, 
cold  ear  in  death,  death  inescapable,  death  the  final  goal,  death  the  lev- 
eler;  all,  both  great  and  small,  must  answer  to  your  call.  Death  is  truthfully 
described  by  the  poet  Shirley: 

The  glories  of  our  blood  and  state 

Are  shadows,  not  substantial  things; 
There  is  no  armor  against  fate; 
Death  lays  his  icy  hand  on  kings: 
Sceptre  and  crown 
Must  tumble  down. 
And  in  the  dust  be  equal  made 
With  the  poor  crooked  scythe  and  spade. 

"Death  likes  a  shining  mark,"  was  truly  verified  when  he  laid  his  icy 
hand  on  brother  Matt  Fay.  Bro.  Fay  had  been  identified  with  our  Union  al- 
most since  its  inception  and  represented  his  lodge  at  our  last  four  national 
conventions.  He  was  treasurer  of  his  lodge  when  death  overtook  him,  and 
had  been  for  several  years.  He  was  looked  up  to  as  the  "adviser"  in  his 
lodge.  Bro.  Wm.  J.  Mason,  a  lifelong  friend,  on  another  page  describes  the 
obsequies,  as  does  also  Bro.  Lumley,  secretary  of  Lodge  No.  3. 

Bro.  Fay  was  instantly  killed  Dec.  27th,  being  run  down  by  an  engine. 
Besides  innumerable  friends,  a  widow  and  eight  children  are  left  to  mourn 
his  loss. 

It  seems  but  yesterday  I  shook  your  hand  and  bade  you  good-bye  in  De- 
troit, exchanging  wishes  that  we  would  meet  in  Peoria  in  1909.  But  such  is 
life;  here  today,  gone  tomorrow,  uncertainty,  uncertainty,  uncertainty,  com- 
pletely enveloped  in  uncertainty  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

I  only  hope  when  my  time  comes  to  go,  I  will  be  as  well  prepared  and 
as  well  thought  of  by  my  fellow-workmen  as  you,  Matt,  for — 
"Only  the  actions  of  the  Just 
Smell  sweet  and  blossom  in  their  dust" 

Requiescat  in  pace. 
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PERSISTENT  INCREASE  IN  RAIL- 
WAY CASUALTIES. 

W.  J.  Wood.  Indiana  Railroad  Com- 
missioner, has  recently  contributed  an 
article  to  Leslie's  Weekly  which  con- 
tains a  paragraph  on  the  involution  of 
railway  casualties  that  presents  the 
most  harrowing  spectacle  of  conditions 
as  they  pertain  to  railway  casualtlee 
in  the  past,  and  the  moet  gruesome  out- 
look when  It  oomes  to  a  forecast  of  the 
future  that  has  ever  come  to  our  no- 
tice. 

Hardly  a  week  passee  without  some 
one's  contributing  to  the  press  his 
animadyerslon  of  the  harrowing  sta- 
tistics that  come  every  three  months 
from  the  hands  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  in  the  form  of  the 
Quarterly  Accident  Bulletin.  None  of 
which,  however,  has — to  our  mind — 
presented  a  perspective  more  startling 
as  U  relates  to  the  past  or  more  sombre 
as  a  kaleidograph  of  the  future  than 
the  paragraph  in  question. 

We  ask  every  reader  of  this  para- 
graph to  ponder  its  averments  and 
computations  seriously  and  ask  the 
question:  Shall  the  next  four  years' 
record  be  one  of  slaughter  in  which 
that  of  the  past  is  transcended  in  the 
ratio  of  two  to  one^  or  shall  a  halt  be 
called  on  this  reckoning  with  death? 
Is  there  not  some  way  by  which  the 
Grovemment  can,  under  the  fiat  of  law, 
discover  and  force  the  retirement  of 
these  Instruments  of  slaughter  before 
another  four  years'  record  of  death 
and  maiming  in  such  horrifying  pro- 
portions shall  have  passed  into  his- 
tory? The  JouBNAL  answers  this  last 
question,  most  emphatically,  in  the 
afflrmative.  The  chief  instrumentali- 
ties which  go  to  perpetuate  this  cal- 
endar of  slaughter  have  been  discov- 
ered. Their  stnictural  designs  as  so 
many  agents  of  death  and  maiming,  as 
they    constitute    nine-tenths    of    the 


causes  which  go  to  make  up  the  grue- 
some record,  are  now  as  well  known 
as  the  structural  design  of  the  French 
guillotine.  They  are  known  in  the  ob- 
solete coupling  design  whose  inher- 
ent limitations  were  discovered  to  be 
short  of  the  requirements  of  service 
fifteen  years  ago,  but  which  are  still 
in  general  use  despite  the  fact  that 
the  requirements  of  service  have  ad- 
vanced beyond  their  inherent  limita- 
tions one  hundred  per  cent.  They  exist 
in  the  nature  of  unreliable  block  signal 
systems  which  do  not  signal  in  the  face 
of  danger,  or  which  permit  the  speed- 
ing train  to  go  on  its  way  to  destruc- 
tion with  its  human  cargo.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  the  Government,  by  p 
simple  Congressional  "enactment,"  to 
test  all  designs  of  either  coupling  de- 
vices or  block  signal  systems  that  may 
be  in  use,  or  which  may  be  offered  for 
use,  and  determine  what  designs  are 
short  of  the  requirements  of  service 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Government  test,  and  force  the  rail- 
roads to  retire — ^within  a  specified 
time — those  that  fall  to  stand  such  test. 
Adequate  measures  .bearing  on  this 
subject  have  been  introduced  in  Coj^ 
gross,  but  up  to  date  have  never  got 
beyond  the  committee  to  which  thev 
were  referred  for  reasons  best  known 
to  the  members  of  such  committee.  T 
dilatory  or  obstructive  tactics  regard- 
ing so  humane  a  measure  are  pursued 
much  further  by  such  committee  an 
aroused  public  sentiment  will  take 
cognizance  of  the  personnel  of  that 
committee  and  sit  in  judgment  upon 
their  stewardship.  The  article  in 
question  follows: 

Death  Roll  of  Railboad  Aooidbnts. 

(W.  J.  Wood,  Indiana  Railroad  Commis- 
sioner, in  Leslie's  Weekly,) 

If  I  were  to  tell  you  that  an  earth- 
quake had  shaken  down  San  Francisco 
and  killed  one  hundred  persons,  if  I 
were  to  read  a  telegram  that  yellow 
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fever  had  become  epidemic  in  all 
Southern  cities,  if  I  should  announce 
that  war  had  been  declared  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  1,000 
men  killed  in  battle,  your  attention 
would  be  instantly  attracted.  But  I 
am  not  so  sure  of  persuading  your 
practical  interest  when  I  present  to 
you  the  solemn,  dis^aceful  fact  of  the 
railway  death  roll.  During  the  eight 
years  from  1897  to  1905,  inclusive, 
there  was  a  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  casualties.  The  total  num- 
ber of  killed  during  that  period  was 
fi2  213— ai  if  a  community  as  large  as 
Salt  Lake  City  had  been  wiped  out  by 
a  sudden  and  terrible  catastrophe — 
while  451,262  were  injured— aa  if 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  Buffalo 
had  been  maimed  or  otherwise  hurt. 
If  casualties  continue  to  increase  at 
the  same  rate  for  eight  succeeding 
years,  from  1905  to  1912,  there  will  be 
115,389  killed  and  1,431,083  injured. 
That  is,  at  this  rate  there  are  upward 
of  100,000  people  in  the  United  States 
under  sentence  of  death,  to  be  executed 
on  the  railways  before  the  close  of 
1912,  and  a  larger  number  are  doomed 
to  be  maimed  or  otherwise  injured 
than  the  entire  population  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Delaware,  Montana, 
Arizona,  Wyoming,  Nevada,  Alaflka, 
Idaho,  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 


CHARGED  WITH  SCABBING  IN 
1894. 

In  an  interview  in  the  Indianapolis 
Morning  Star  of  January  4th,  Master 
W.  H.  Green  and  Secretary  C.  C.  An- 
derson of  the  Indianapolis  branch  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Interurban  Train- 
men are  quoted  as  follows  in  one  para- 
graph of  their  interview: 

In  regard  to  the  B.  of  I.  T.  not  being 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  we  wish  to  say  that  no 
railroad  organization  is;  also  that  the 
A.  A.  of  S.  and  E.  E.  is  not  affiliated, 
and  positively  does  not  recognize  any 
railroad  organization  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Switchmen  of  North  Amer- 
ica. I  wish  to  say  that  this  Switch- 
men of  North  America  "scabbed"  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors*  strike 
in  1894,  and  is  not  recognized  by  any 
of  the  other  railroad  brotherhoods  and 


order&  Although  the  B.  of  I.  T,  Is  not 
affiliated  with  the  steam  road  organi- 
zations, it  has  the  stanch  8ut)port  of 
the  international  officers  of  these  or- 
ganizations. 

The  editor's  attention  being  called 
to  this  latest  piece  of  calumny  hurled 
at  our  Union,  he  immediately  wrote 
Mr.  Anderson  the  following  letter, 
which  so  far  has  met  with  no  answer: 

January  6,  1908. 
C.  C.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Sec't  Bbotheb- 
HOOD    OF    Intebubban    Tbainicen, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Dear  Sir — In  an  interview   the  In- 
dianapolis  Morning    Star   of    the   4th 
inst.,   quotes   you   and   W.   H.   Green, 
Master  of  the  Indianapolis  branch  of 
your  Ufiion,  as  saying  the  Switchmen's 
Union  scabbed  on  the  Order  of  Rail- 
way Conductors  in  1894. 

Before  making  comment  in  our 
JouBNAL,  I  wish  to  know  if  you  have 
been  quoted  correctly.  If  so,  will  you 
please  state  where  the  scabbing  oc- 
curred? 

I  have  been  connected  with  the 
Switchmen  twenty-two  years  and  this 
is  the  first  time  the  word  scab  has 
ever  been  laid  at  the  door  of  the 
Switchmen's  organization. 
Awaiting  an  early  reply,  I  am. 
Yours  truly, 

F.  M.  Cassidt, 
EdUor. 

What  the  editor  thinks  of  this  man 
Anderson  and  his  companion  Green 
would  not  look  well  in  print  Sudi 
cowardly  vilifying  villaimus  curs 
should  not  be  given  this  much  space 
in  our  JouBNAL,  and  this  the  editor 
would  not  do  if  he  had  not  been  re- 
quested. 

WHAT  IS  THE  BROTHERHOOD 
OP  INTERURBAN  TRAINMEN?  In- 
formation from  sources  of  unquestion- 
able veracity  brands  the  "Brotherhood 
of  Interurban  Trainmen"  a  simon-pure 
SCAB  order.  Its  inception  was  con- 
ceived in  the  brain  of  an  official  of  the 
"Indiana  U[nion  Traction  Company," 
and  it  was  organized  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  disrupting  the  "Amalgamated 
Association  of  Street  and  Electric  Rail- 
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way  Employes  of  America/'  president 
of  which  is  Wm.  D.  Mahon  of  Detroit, 
Mich. 

The  "loyal"  employes  who  started 
this  "strike-breaking  association," 
were  pledged  a  fund  of  $500  to  start 
with,  with  the  assurance  that  addi- 
tional funds  of  $1,000  would  be  forth- 
coming from  '*other*'  sources. 

Here  is  how  this  Brotherhood  (?) 
is  sized  up  by  The  Union,  the  official 
organ  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  of 
Indianapolis: 

The  history  of  the  Brotherhood 
proves  conclusively  that  it  is  an  or- 
ganization manipulated  by  the  traction 
interests,  that  it  has  not  the  slightest 
excuse  in  the  world  for  proclaiming 
itself  a  labor  organization,  and  that 
its  sole  existence  depends  on  the  crea- 
tion of  discord. 

The  Brotherhood  of  Interurban 
Trainmen  is  merely  an  adjunct  of  the 
union  crushing  movement  now  on.  It 
supplements  the  strike  breaking  agen- 
cies, and  like  them  thrives  on  discord 
and  industrial  warfare.  That  this 
pseudo  organization  was  used  by  the 
traction  company  to  bring  about  the 
condition  that  now  exists  in  the  gas 
belt  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason 
to  doubt  Nor  is  there  reason  to 
doubt  that  there  would  have  been  no 
trouble  of  any  kind  on  the  traction 
lines  had  the  company  seen  fit  to  deal 
honorably  with  the  Amalgamated  As- 
sociation. 

All  the  bad  blood  that  has  been  en- 
gendered can  be  directly  traceable  to 
the  despicable  methods  employed  by 
the  traction  officials  in  their  efforts  to 
disrupt  the  Amalgamated  Association. 

This  is  the  brotherhood  that  is  now 
scabbing  on  A.  A.  of  S.  ft  E.  R.  E.  of  A. 
in  Muncle  and  other  cities  in  Indiana, 
where  the  state  militia  has  been  called 
out  to  break  the  strike. 

And  the  officers  of  this  leprous  ag- 
gregation have  the  nerve  to  tell  the 
public  that  the  Switchmen's  Union 
scabbed  on  the  conductors  in  1894. 

The  absurdity  of  this  charge  will 
cause  a  ripple  of  merriment  to  rail- 


roadmen who  know  the  history  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union  and  the  calibre  of 
the  men  who  belong  to  our  Union. 


VIRTUALLY  LEGAUZES  THE 
BLACKLIST. 

The  United  States  Supreme  Court  is 
doing  things  these  days,  but  not  for 
the  benefit  of  weak  and  helpless  work- 
Ingmen. 

Their  latest  decision  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Erdman  Act.  This  law  pro- 
hibited railways  from  discriminating 
against  a  workingman  on  account  of 
his  unionism. 

Under  this  act  a  machinist  brought 
suit  for  damages  against  the  L.  ft  N. 
Ry.  and  its  agent,  one  Adair,  master 
mechanic,  on  account  of  dismissal  for 
being  a  union  man.  In  the  trial  court 
damages  were  awarded  the  plaintiff. 
The  company  took  an  appeal  to  our 
great  Supreme  Court,  and  this  piece 
of  legislation  for  protection  of  Mr. 
Unionman  was  knocked  into  smither-  , 
eens. 

On  with  the  dance  and  you,  Mr.  Ox- 
headed  Workman,  are  getting  Just 
what  you  have  been  voting  for.  It's 
hell,  but  the  doctor  says  you  must 
Uke  it. 


K.  C.  SOUTHERN   STRIKE  DE- 
CLARED orr. 

January  17,  1908,  the  switchmen  who 
went  out  on  strike  on  the  Kansas  City 
Southern,  March  8,  1906,  met  in  Kan- 
sas City  and,  by  almost  unanimous 
vote,  declared  the  strike  off,  action 
effective  January  18,  1908,  7  a.  m. 

This  was  deemed  advisable  on  ac- 
count of  distress  prevalent  through- 
out the  country. 

Thus  ends  a  strike  of  almost  two 
years  duration,  and  while  it  has  been 
a  defeat  for  the  switchmen,  it  never- 
theless has  been  a  dear  bought  victory 
for  the  company. 
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EMPLOYCRS  UABIUTY  ACT 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Congress  passed 
what  is  called  the  Employers'  Liability 
Act,  which  held  companies,  carriers  or 
corporations  engaged  in  interstate  com- 
merce liable  for  the  negligence  of  fel- 
low-servant to  fellow-servant  where 
death  or  injury  ensued  from  such 
negligence.  Now  comes  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  and 
nullifies  this  piece  of  law  that  was  en- 
acted for  the  relief  of  the  great  army 
of  railroad  cripples  and  their  depend- 
ents that  are  yearly  loaded  upon  so- 
ciety as  public  wards.  And,  mind  you, 
this  was  done  by  another  of  those 
*'flv€  to  four**  decisions. 

S.    M.    Sexton,    editor    the    United 
Mine  Workers  Journal  expresses  our 
ideas  so  much  better  than  we  can  por- 
tray them,  that  we  here  use  the  lan- 
guage of  our  brainy  contemporary. 

"Something  like  70,000  men  are  killed 
or  maimed  on  the  railroads  of  the 
United  States  each  year,  through  de- 
fective or  obsolete  equipment  There 
is  no  doubt  about  this.  In  order  to 
bring  the  corporations  to  a  compelling 
sense  of  their  duty  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  through  their  delegated 
powers,  enacted  a  law  which  would 
compel  these  careless  corporations  to 
pay  to  the  families  of  their  victims  a 
pecuniary  recompense.  Now  comes 
the  U9ited  States  Supreme  Court  and 
declares  that  beneficent  law  a  nullity. 
Technically  it  was  so  declared  by  a 
vote  of  five  to  four,  but  really  it  stood 
eight  to  one,  as  Justice  Moody  alone 
stood  for  the  law  in  its  entirety.  With 
demoniacal  criticisms  the  plutocratic 
press  of  the  country  declared  it  was  "a 
blow  at  Roosevelt's  pet  measure."  It 
was  more  than  that  It  struck  a  blow 
at  the  foundations  of  our  government. 
It  simply  added  to  the  flames  of  a 
rising   indignation    of  a   free   people. 


But  what  could  you  expect?  Look  at 
their  antecedents.  Chief  Justice  Ful- 
ler is  a  creature  of  the  Burlington  rail- 
road. Justice  Peckham  represents  the 
insurance  end  of  it.  While  he  who  de- 
livered the  opinion  is  a  hind  of  the 
sugar  trust  Harlan  is  a  relic  of  slav- 
ery. So  on  all  along  down  the  lines. 
Not  one  of  them  represents  anythiiig 
but  plutocracy. 

They  ingenuously  stated  that  protec 
tion  to  the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  rail- 
road men  was  not  interstate  commerce. 
Tet  it  was  a  protest  against  wholesale 
murder.  The  court  in  effect  said:  Go 
on  killing  and  maiming;  we  turn  our 
thumbs  down,  and  throw  the  mantle 
of  our  protection  over  you. 

Congressman  Wilson,  the  National 
Secretary,  has  introduced  a  bill  which, 
if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  prevent  such 
legal  abortions.  His  law,  simply 
stated,  says  that  no  law  can  be  de- 
clared unconstitutional  except  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Would  that  it  had  been  in  effect  before 
this  crime  against  humanity  was  en- 
acted." 


HERE'S  THE  LIMIT. 

The  hardest  blow  that  has  yet  been 
struck  by  an  American  court  at  organ- 
ized labor  fell  in  Cleveland,  O.,  when 
Judge  Phillips  decided  that  John  A. 
Healey,  who  has  sued  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Amalgamated  Window  Glass 
Workers  of  America,  has  a  good  cause 
of  action.  The  court  overruled  a  de- 
murrer to  Healey's  petition  filed  by  the 
union. 

The  court  held  that  the  association 
is  an  illegal  one,  because  its  policy  is 
contrary  to  the  public  rights.  The 
court  said  the  association  destroyed 
the  commercial  individuality  of  its 
members  and  that  it  impaired  the  right 
of  manufacturers  to  conduct  their  own 
business. 
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The  coart  will  make  an  Injunction 
limiting  the  purposes  for  which  the 
money  in  the  treasury  may  be  expend- 
ed until  the  case  is  heard  on  its  mer- 
ito. 

The  glass  workers'  union  has  6,000 
members  and  |100»000  in  the  treasury. 
Healey  represents  two  branches  of  the 
membership  known  as  the  cutters  and 
flatteners.  He  said  they  were  being 
discriminated  against.  The  blowers 
and  gatherers  denied  this  claim. 

This  is  the  most  startling  opinion 
that  has  yet  been  handed  down  from 
the  bench.  Following  closely  upon  the 
heels  of  the  Washington  decision,  in 
which  the  A.  F.  of  L.'8  unfair  list  is 
pronounced  an  illegal  conspiracy*  the 
action  of  Judge  Phillips,  in  declaring 
the  union  itself  to  be  an  illegal  insti- 
tution, is  a  long  step  in  advance  and 
one  that  is  likely  to  arouse  the  deepest 
interest  throughout  the  industrial 
world. 

There  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that 
powerful  interests  are  at  work  to  de- 
stroy organized  labor,  and  the  work-, 
ing  people  who  have  been  looking  to 
the  unions  for  protection  might  as  well 
face  thai  stern  fact  and  prepare  them- 
selves accordingly. 


concludes  everybody  went  away  satis- 
fled. 

Lodge  No.  4  might  take  a  little  of 

that  money  it  is  hoarding  in  bank  and 

give  a  little  blow  out  to  its  members. 

It  might  increase  attendance  at  meet- 

*ings. 


BUf  f  ALO  LODGES  INSTAU 
OFFICERS. 

Last  month  it  was  the  editor's  pleas- 
ant duty  to  install  the  oflElcers  for  the 
ensuing  year  in  the  following  Buifalo 
lodges,  viz.,  Nos.  4,  89  and  99. 

Lodges  39  and  99  held  a  public  in- 
stallation, after  which  invited  friends 
and  brothers  were  served  with  an 
abundance  of  edibles  and  drinkables. 

In  addition  to  the  solid  and  liquid 
refreshments.  Lodge  39  gave  a  dance, 
and  from  the  general  appearance  of 
every  one   in   attendance    the    editor 


ANOTHER  NEW  LODGE. 

On  January  22d,  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent James  B.  Connors  instituted  a 
new  lodge  at  Ivorydale,  O.  Ivorydale 
is  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati.  This  is 
where  the  great  Proctor  A  Gamble  soap 
works  are  located  and  the  village  takes 
its  name  from  the  celebrated  brand  of 
"Ivory"  soap,  which  is  manufactured 
by  Proctor  A  Gamble. 

This  lodge  starts  with  a  charter 
membership  of  twenty-seven  and  will 
be  hailed  and  known  as  Ivorydale 
Lodge  No.  123. 


LODGE  78  WIU  ENTERTAIN. 

The  brothers  of  Ft.  Wayne  Lodge 
No.  78  have  forwarded  invitations  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  officers  and  wish'  it 
announced  in  the  Joubnal  that  all 
members  of  this  Union  anywhere  and 
everywhere  are  also  cordially  invited 
to  attend  their  annual  ball  Feb.  27th. 

The  brothers  have  made  great  pre- 
parations for  this  etent  and  an  tejoy- 
able  time  is  assured,  and  while  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  editor  to  attend, 
he  wishes  the  greatest  degree  of  suc- 
cess in  their  annual  entertainment 


NOTICE. 

Members  of  all  Chicago  lodges  and 
their  wives  are  invited  to  attend  a  so- 
cial entertainment  given  by  Lodge  No. 
199,  Sunday  evening,  Feb.  9th,  7.30,  at 
lodge  hall.  151  E.  Randolph  Street  By 
order  of  Lodge  No.  199,  J.  W.  Hemen, 
Secretary. 
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THE  SCARLET  SHADOW. 

Have  you  read  "The  Scarlet  Shad- 
ow?" You  haven't?  Then  procure  the 
hook,  even  if  you  have  to  flag  a  meal 
or  two. 

What  Is  "The  Scarlet  Shadow?"     It* 
Is  beyond  my  pigmy  Intellect  to  give 
you  a  worthy  concept  of  what  the  book 
really  is. 

James  Whltcomb  Reilly,  in  paying 
tribute  to  his  friend,  Eugene  V.  Debs, 
said  God  was  feeling  mighty  good  and 
had  nothing  else  to  do  the  day  He 
made  Debs;  and  I  think  the  same  can 
be  said  of  Walter  Hurt,  God  was  feel- 
ing mighty  good  and  had  nothing  else 
to  do  the  day  He  made  Hurt,  so  He 
picked  out  some  of  His  best  material, 
a  poet,  a  novelist,  a  philosopher  and  a 
plajrwright,  and  rolled  them  into  a 
man  and  called  him  Walter  Hurt,  the 
author  of  this  book. 

"The  Scarlet  Shadow"  is  a  story  of 
the  great  Colorado  conspiracy,  and  is 
told  in  a  way  that  will  not  allow  one 
to  lay  the  book  down  until  it  is  fin- 
ished. One  minute  you  are  smoothly 
sailing  an  elysian  sea,  surrounded  by 
nymphs  filling  the  soul  with  sweetest 
music,  only  to  find  yourself  the  next 
minute  engulfed  and  overwhelmed  by 
storm  and  tempest,  being  drawn 
down,  down,  down  by  relentless  and 
remorseless  Charybdis. 

One  minute  it  is  the  smooth,  elegant, 
simple  Ingersoll,  the  next  the  venom 
and  vitriol  of  that  greatest  satirist  that 
ever  lived,  W.  C.  Brann. 

The  economic  lectures  in  this  book 
are  masterpieces,  and  will  prove  of  in 
valuable  aid  in  emancipating  the  work- 
ing class  of  this  country. 

I  advise  every  reader  of  our  Journal 
to  purchase  a  copy  of  "The  Scarlet 
Shadow."  Read  it  and  re-read  it,  and 
read  it  again.  Commit  it  to  memory 
and  you  will  have  a  philosophic  knowl- 
edge of  economics. 

The  book  sells  for  $1.50  postpaid,  and 
can  be  had  by  addressing  The  Appeal 
Publishing  Company,  Girard,   Kans. 


Letter  from  First  Vke-Presidefit 
Heberiing. 

Kansas  Cmr,  Mo.,  Jan.  19, 1908. 
Bditob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

Conditions  in  the  West  have  not  im- 
proved to  any  extent.  Idle  railroad 
men  are  seeking  employment  in  all  the 
cities.  Some  of  the  railroad  officials 
have  taken  advantage  of  conditions, 
and  opened  employment  bureaus  at 
headquarters  of  the  road,  and  all  ap- 
plications for  employment  must  be 
passed  on  by  this  bureau  before  one  is 
considered  an  employe;  a  new  form  of 
blacklist,  that  takes  practically  all 
hiring  of  men  out  of  the  hands  of  yard- 
masters,  superintendents  of  terminals 
and  trainmasters.  Does  this  mean 
anything  to  you,  my  fellow-worker? 
It  means  that,  if  you  are  a  union  man, 
or  if  you  are  not  a  good  company  tool, 
there  is  no  work  for  you.  It  means,  if 
carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  that 
there  is  no  work  for  men  that  have 
had  the  manly  courage  to  stand  for 
Justice.  It  is  a  move  against  organ- 
ized labor,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dis- 
rupting your  organization,  and  then 
reduce  wages. 

Some  of  the  railroad  companies  have 
handed  the  unorganized  clerks  a  re- 
duction of  $5.00  per  month.  Some  of 
these  reductions  took  place  over 
sixty  days  ago.  There  are  rumors  now 
that  there  will  be  a  reduction  of  wages 
in  certain  branches  as  a  further  re- 
trenchment, so  the  dividends  can  be 
maintained  on  inflated  stocks.  It  be- 
comes the  duty  of  every  yard  man  to 
see  to  it  that  all  yard  men  working 
with  him  are  in  the  union. 

The  ten  rules  the  Switchmen's  Union 
are  striving  to  get  adopted  will  give 
you  protection  aginst  the  blacklist, 
age  limit,  and  the  loss  of  a  finger  or 
two  will  not  bar  you  from  employment, 
and  make  a  tramp  of  you. 

The  K.  C.  S.  strike  was  oflicially  de- 
clared at  an  end  January  18.  1908.  7 
a.  m.  This  ends  a  struggle  of  as  hon- 
est, brave  and  loyal  a  body  of  men  as 
ever  fought  for  Justice.  They  fought 
for  the  right  to  have  their  grievances 
heard.  The  Tories  to  organized  labor 
scabbed  on  them.  The  most  virulent 
form  of  Bcabbery  is  organized  scab- 
bery.        Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Heberlint.. 
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Letter  from  Second  Vke-Presi- 
itefit  Connors* 

Toledo,  O.,  Jan.  10,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

In  Bunimlng  up  the  work  for  tne 
year  1907  I  am  pleased  to  note  that 
the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North  Amer- 
ica has  gone  steadily  forward. 

The  financial  dif&culties  of  last 
October  interfered  with  the  demands 
made  by  this  union  for  an  Increase  in 
wages  and  a  shorter  work-day  and 
other  conditions  that  would  lessen  the 
burdens  of  our  members.  Still  we  are 
not  the  only  ones  to  be  injured  by  this 
financial  depression,  for  only  a  few 
days  ago  the  B.  R.  T.  and  the  O.  R.  C. 
were  forced  to  withdraw  their  de- 
mands for  the  same  reason.  At  that 
we  should  feel  satisfied  with  the  year's 
work.  We  have  shown  to  the  world, 
more  than  ever  before,  the  importance 
of  our  positions,  and  have  gained  by 
the  experience  that  all  unions  have 
been  confronted  with.  As  the  indus- 
trial situation  promises  no  immediate 
improvement,  we  will  do  well  during 
1908  to  use  our  best  efforts  in  holding 
what  has  been  secured.  What  progress 
will  be  made  during  the  present  year 
will  depend  a  great  deal  upon  the  de- 
termination of  our  members,  and  thef^ 
counsel  of  our  leaders.  I  have  a  hope- 
ful view  of  the  situation^  and  do  not 
feel  that  we  will  sufFer  any  great  loss 
in  membership,  even  if  the  hard  times 
continue.  I  feel  that  what  Is  lost  will 
be  gained  Immediately  upon  the  return 
of  industrial  activity.  We  should  be 
on  the  alert  at  all  times,  and  formulate 
plans  to  regain  the  ground  we  lost 
last  November,  and  as  soon  as  the 
financial  clouds  clear  away  and  condi- 
tions improve  we  should  renew  our  de- 
mands for  better  wages  and  better 
working  conditions.  If  you  look  back, 
you  will  note  a  wonderful  improve- 
ment in  the  beneficiary  department  of 
this  union.  We  have  paid  out  in  death 
and  disability  claims,  since  our  insur- 
ance has  been  in  force,  over  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  to  January  1, 
1908,  and  as  our  membership  increases 
80  do  death  and  disability.  All  of  this 
goes  to  show  that  there  is  some  honest 
financiering  being  done  in  the  ofiElce  of 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  all  of  this  in  the  face  of  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  false  prophets  adver- 


tised several  yeanr  SLgo  that  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  had  held  its  last  convention. 
They  even  caused  circular  letters  to  be 
sent  broadcast  among  yard  men,  claim- 
ing that  there  was  a  deficit  of  several 
thousand  dollars  in  our  treasury,  and 
that  we  were  borrowing  money  to  pay 
our  claims;  but  I  am  glad  to  note  that 
this  kind  of  treachery  is  dying  out. 
The  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  is  a  big  boy  now, 
and  is  growing  rapidly. 

Brothers,  it  grieves  me  to  inform  you 
that  Bro.  Matt  Pay,  treasurer  of  Joliet 
Lodge  No.  3,  was  instantly  killed  in 
the  M.  C.  yard  at  Joliet.  Friday.  De- 
cember 27th,  Bro.  Fay  leaves  a  widow 
and  eight  children  to  mourn  his  loss. 
Joliet  Lodge  No.  3  and  the  Switch- 
men's Union  have  lost  a  valuable  mem^ 
ber.  Bro.  Fay  was  looked  to  by  the 
members  of  No.  3  as  their  legal  ad- 
viser. If  they  were  in  trouble,  they 
sought  his  counsel,  and  he  always  ad- 
vised well.  He  held  the  oflElce  of  presi- 
dent of  No.  3,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  serving  his  third  term  as 
treasurer.  He  represented  No.  3  at 
Milwaukee  in  1901,  twice  at  Indian- 
apolis, and  at  the  last  convention  heU' 
in  Detroit.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
local  board  of  adjustment  for  the  Mich- 
igan Central  at  Joliet,  and  a  member 
of  the  general  board  of  adjustment  for 
that  road,  and  had  only  worked  three 
days  after  returning  from  a  meeting 
of  the  board  at  Detroit.  The  funeral 
was  largely  attended.  It  seemed  that 
everybody  in  Joliet  was  at  it.  The 
switchmen — 100  in  line — marched  to 
the  church.  Lodges  17,  18,  29.  58  and 
64  were  represented.  Bro.  Fay  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  and  that  order  had  100  in 
line,  marching  with  the  switchmen. 
Bro.  A.  C.  Martin,  president  of  the 
Central  Labor  Council  (A.  F.  of  L.)  of 
Joliet  was  also  in  line.  Bro.  Fay  was 
a  delegate  to  that  body,  representing 
his  lodge.  There  was  a  large  collec- 
tion of  flowers,  and  among  them  was  a 
very  beautiful  piece  from  the  mem- 
bers of  Outer  Belt  Lodge  No.  474  B.  of 
R.  T.,  expressing  their  regrets  at  the 
untimely  death  of  Bro.  Fay  and  extend- 
ing their  sympathy  to  the  bereaved 
family.  I  am  requested  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  3  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  to 
extend  their  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  the  members  of  B.  of  R.  T.  Lodge 
No.  474, 
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The  pallbearers  were  Bros.  W.  J. 
Mason*  Mart  Kennedy  and  William 
Carroll  of  Lodge  No.  8,  A.  ConriUe  of 
Lodge  No.  64,  Charles  Rothwell  and 
William  McRoberta^  F.  O.  B. 

The  manner  of  Bro.  Fay's  death  was 
a  great  surprise  to  all  who  knew  him, 
as  he  was  considered  to  be  very  care- 
ful at  his  work,  but  it  goes  to  show 
that  no  matter  how  careful  you  may 
be,  it  is  the  unexpected  that  happens. 
We  should  all  take  warning  and  be 
prepared  at  all  times  to  meet  our 
Maker,  and  keep  paid  up  in  our  orders 
and  provide  for  those  we  leave  behind. 
Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Jambs  B.  Conkobs. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harshbarger. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  January,  1908. 
Editor  Swctchmen^s  Joubnal: 

The  hum  of  machinery  in  mill  and 
factory,  the  pick  and  shovel  in  mine 
and  excavation,  the  pound  of  the  ham- 
mer in  the  building  of  home  and  en- 
terprise, the  bee-like  scenes  of  the 
busy  store,  the  choo-choo  of  the  en- 
gine, the  click  and  clang  of  fast  mov- 
ing trains  wending  their  way  hither 
and  thither  was  music,  sweet  music 
to  the  ear.  For  several  years  there 
were  but  few  discordant  notes  to  dis- 
turb the  great  American  people  in  the 
admiration  of  their  country  and  its 
wonderful  workings. 

The  instrument  of  industry  was 
keyed  up  to  its  highest  pitch,  and  the 
accomplished  musicians,  John  D.,  J. 
Plerpont,  the  wizard  and  others  skilled 
in  their  art  executed  sweetest  melodies 
that  lulled  to  sleep  the  suspicions  and 
unrest  of  the  great  American  audience, 
and  their  schemes  and  manipulations 
knew  no  faltering  until  their  ends 
had  been  achieved.  We  had  come  to 
believe  that  the  time  of  good  times 
and  the  slogan  of  the  full  dinner  pail 
♦were  anthems  to  be  long-lived.  With 
no  fear,  no  doubt,  as  to  the  future  car- 
ing for  our  wants  we  went  on  in  our 
happy-go-lucky-way,  heedless  of  the 
calls  and  appeals  of  those  whom  the 
musicians  were  unable  to  hypnotize  to 
prepare  for  the  days  of  want  and  mis- 
ery. The  perfume  of  sweet  content 
was  master;  sense  of  duty  would  not 
awaken  from  its  spell  of  stupidity,  but, 
alas,  the  day  was  approaching  when 


we  would  awaken  to  share  the  ills  and 
miseries  of  our  indolence. 

The  financial  thunder  clap  has 
shaken  society  from  center  to  circum- 
ference. The  incessant  playing  of  the 
Industrial  orchestra  that  gave  music, 
sweet  music  to  the  toiler's  ear  is  play- 
ing but  meekly  and  discordantly  to  the 
great  unemployed  army  of  tearful 
dupes.  John  D.  is  still  in  the  harness 
but  he  does  not  pull  the  way  of  the 
donkey.  The  orchestra  that  played  so 
serenely  and  lulled  us  to  sleep  is  now 
playing  the  detested  tune  "American 
workmen  must  submit  to  a  reduction 
of  wages,"  and  unless  we  exercise  our 
think-tanks,  the  title  of  this  tune  will 
become  a  stem  reality. 

If  ever  conditions  demanded  your 
attention  to  organization  for  mutual 
care  and  preservation  it  is  now.  In 
the  power  of  your  union  lies  your 
only  protection.  It  is  you,  the  lion, 
to  fight  the  tiger,  and  if  the  latter 
finds  the  former  in  health,  strength 
and  vigor,  he  will  shy  away  from  your 
path. 

We  have  some  brothers  out  of  em- 
ployment and  I  would  suggest,  there- 
fore, that  the  brothers  throughout  the 
country  keep  the  Grand  Lodge  posted 
when  there  are  j^ositions  to  be  had, 
that  good  men  may  be  placed. 
'  With  kind  regards  and  best  wishes 
for  your  future  prosperity,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

D.  A.  Habshbabgeb. 


The  Trainmen*8  Journal  for  January 
gloats  over  the  fact  that  this  union 
was  forced  to  recede  from  its  position 
last  November  on  account  of  panicky 
conditions,  and  this,  too,  in  the  face  of 
the  fact  that  the  daily  press  tells  us 
the  trainmen  after  taking  a  poll  on  66 
roads  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to 
ask  for  increased  wages,  were  forced 
to  withhold  their  demand  on  account 
of  the  very  cause  that  forced  the 
switchmen  to  withdraw. 

Now,  honestly,  Mr.  Trainmen's  Jour- 
nal, are  you  not  ashamed  of  yourself? 

Don't  you  think  any  man  should  be 
ashamed  of  such  babyishness? 


Railway  business  throughout  the 
country  is  about  the  same,  at  a  stand- 
still. Reduction  of  force  every  place, 
so  that  the  switchmen  have  little 
chance  of  bettering  their  lot  by  golns 
on  excursions  looking  for  Jobs. 
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Toledo,  O. 

All  switchmen  with  millionaire 
brains  are  requested  to  read  this  let- 
ter.—  [EiDITOB. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Recent  events  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  convince  anyone  that  the  wage-work- 
ers cannot  hope  to  better  their  con- 
dtiions  to  any  extent  by  means  of  in- 
dustrial or^inlzations.  It  answered 
the  purpose  very  well  when  the  work- 
ers could  organize  and  make  common 
cause  against  an  employer,  who  had  to 
fight  the  unions  alone  and  unaided  and 
at  the  same  time  fight  his  competitors. 
But  even  then  it  never  was  a  perfect 
success. 

Going  on  strike  then  was  likened 
to  pitting  an  empty  stomach  against  a 
bank  vault.  As  the  employers  were 
defeated  occasionally  they  were  forced 
into  offensive  and  defensive  alliances 
for  mutual  protection.  They  were 
wiser  than  the  junions,  for  they  went 
about  it  systematically  to  obtain  con- 
trol of  the  power  which  the  workers 
constitute,  and  use  it  to  defeat  the  ob- 
jects of  the  union.  They  obtained  con- 
trol of  the  government,  and  now 
strikes  may  be  described  as  pitting 
empty  heads  against  gatling  guns. 

This  old  practice  of  workers  trying 
to  force  concessions  from  employers 
by  starving  themselves  will  have  to  be 
abandoned  for  some  more  effective 
method.  Why  workingmen  persist  in 
subjecting  themselves  to  the  privation 
incident  to  a  strike  to  secure  part  of 
the  equivalent  of  what  their  labor 
creates,  when  they  could  have  it  all 
by  voting  for  it,  has  never  been  satis- 
factorily explained.  It  is  certainly 
the  most  effective  way  of  showing  their 
ignorance.  Another  way  is  by  expect- 
ing any  consideration  from  officers  who 
represent  their  economic  masters.  The 


bear-hunter  has  shown  his  disregard 
for  the  rights  of  labor  on  every  occa- 
sion which  presented  itself.  He  was 
first  successful  in  acquiring  notoriety 
by  reason  of  inventing  a  club  to  be 
used  by  policemen  during  labor 
troubles.  It  was  intended  as  a  peace- 
maker— the  kind  of  peace  he  has  al- 
ways advocated.  This  club  was 
equipped  with  a  spring,  and  by  press- 
ing a  button  a  spike  would  protrude 
from  the  end  of  the  club.  This  spike 
piercing  through  the  striker's  skull, 
was  supposed  to  have  a  soothing  effect 
upon  him,  and  make  him  satisfied  with 
his  conditions.  The  patent  office  re- 
fused to  grant  a  patent  on  this  device, 
on  the  ground  that  patents  were  not 
issued  on  barbarous  inetruments,  or 
words  of  similar  import 

The  friend  of  labor  again  showed 
his  hand,  while  Governor  of  New  York, 
in  the  Croton  dam  strike.  Here  the 
men  only  asked  that  the  statutes  be 
complied  with,  which  provided  that 
eight  hours  should  constitute  a  day's 
work  on  that  kind  of  work,  but  he 
called  out  the  militia  to  assist  the 
profit-mongers  to  violate  the  law,  and 
work  the  wage  slaves  to  the  limit  of 
their  endurance.  Another  instance 
worthy  of  note  occurred  recently,  when 
this  strenuous  trust-buster  sent  the 
regular  army  to  Goldfield  to  preserve 
order,  when  there  had  been  no  dis- 
order, and  over  the  protest  of  the  citi- 
zens and  civil  authorities.  These  per- 
secuted miners  of  Nevada  only  de- 
manded that  they  be  paid  in  money 
instead  of  worthless  scrip,  which  the 
company  issuing  would  not  agree  to 
redeem.  The  army  was  not  sent  to 
preserve  order  but  to  break  up  the 
union.  As  soon  as  the  soldiers  ar- 
rived the  companies  gave  notice  of  a 
reduction  in  wages.  This  strike  was 
forced  on  the  miners  by  the  operators 
as  a  pretence  for  repudiating  a  signed 
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ocmtract  which  was  to  last  three  years. 
This  contract  Is,  like  all  others,  signed 
by  unions  and  employers.  They  are 
only  solemn  and  binding  obligjatlons 
as  long  as  they  benefit  the  employer. 
This  man  who  boasts  of  shooting  a 
man  In  the  back  while  he  waa  trying 
to  save  his  life,  who  was  offering  no 
resistance  and  was  running  away; 
this  man  who  Is  proud  of  murdering  a 
poor,  half-starved  wage  slave  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  may  well  be  proud  of 
his  efforts  at  busting  labor  trusts 
(unions),  notably  the  Western  Federa- 
tion of  Miners. 

The  rulings  of  the  courts  are  not  the 
source  of  any  comfort  for  the  workers. 
Judge  Belden  recently  Issued  an  In- 
junction In  Wisconsin  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Badger  Brass  Company,  which 
was  the  hardest  blow  labor  ever  got. 
It  was  even  worse  than  the  one  Issued 
and  sustained  by  a  certain  presidential 
aspirant,  William  Taft,  while  he  was 
a  Federal  judge,  via  the  Ann  Arbor 
case.  Judge  Belden  was  soon  outdone 
by  Judge  Da3rton,  who  restrained  John 
Mitchell  and  others  from  attempting 
to  organize  the  miners  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  object  of  the  miners'  union 
is  to  secure  living  wages  and  safer 
places  to  work.  They  demand  that  the 
mines  be  made  as  safe  as  possible.  It 
is  worthy  of  note  that  Monongah  is  in 
that  same  district,  and  that  Monongah 
and  Jacob  Creek  are  both  owned  by 
the  plaintiffs  in  that  injunction  case. 
If  the  union  could  enforce  their  de- 
mands for  adequate  protection,  such 
disasters  would  never  occur.  But  they 
are  of  no  concern  to  such  persons  as 
Judge  Dayton  and  the  officers  and  di- 
rectors of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Company 
and  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Company. 
They  can  bury  dead  miners  in  trenches 
cheaper  than  they  can  protect  live  ones 
In  mines.  These  dead  miners  were 
only  common  workingmen,  who  can 
easily  be  replaced,  and  represent  no 
property  value.  Courts  are  not  ex- 
pected to  consider  the  lives  of  work- 
men, they  are  to  protect  private  prop- 
erty. 

The  workers'  only  hope.  If  they  have 
any  hope  while  they  vote  with  their 
masters,  is  through  legislation.  There 
has  never  been  any  legislation  passed 
to  benefit  the  workers,  because  they 
never  had  any  representatives  in  law- 
making bodies;  yiot  some  of  it  has  re- 
sulted in  good  to  them. 


The  law  which  allows  the  head  of  a 
family  certain  exemptions  from  execu- 
tion, and  places  certain  restriction 
upon  garnishee,  was  not  passed  to 
benefit  the  debtor,  but  was  Intended  to 
protect  the  person  who  extended  him 
credit,  for  if  the  debtor's  goods  could 
be  seized  and  his  wages  gamisheed,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  leave  the  country 
and  the  person  who  had  extended  him 
credit  and  kept  him  in  provisions  while 
he  worked  would  be  the  loser.  So  they 
allow  him  to  retain  enough  to  keep 
him  alive  and  seize  all  the  rest 

The  Employers'  Liability  Act,  and 
laws  for  the  inspection  of  mines  and 
shops,  were  passed  to  protect  the  tax- 
payers, for  if  a;  working  man  was  killed 
or  badly  crippled,  and  had  no  claim  on 
the  company  who  employed  him,  he 
and  his  family  would  have  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  county  where  he  lived. 
The  taxpayers  preferred  to  compel  the 
employers  to  care  for  the  ones  they 
had  injured,  rather  than  have  the  bur- 
den fall  on  the  commonwealth,  hence 
the  law. 

The  streetK»kr  men  succeeded  In  hav- 
ing a  bill  passed  compelling  the  com- 
panies to  build  vestibules  on  the  front 
end  of  cars  for  the  protection  of  the 
motormen.  The  legislators  who  draft- 
ed that  bill  had  no  regard  for  street- 
railway  employes.  If  they  had  they 
would  have  had  it  Include  the  rear  end 
also,  and  protect  the  conductor. 

They  passed  this  bill  because  they 
realized  that  a  man  without  any  pro- 
tection from  the  weather  would  be- 
come so  chilled  in  winter  that  he 
would  not  be  competent  to  properly 
handle  a  car  and  would  endanger  the 
lives  of  the  profit-mongers,  who  were 
compelled  to  use  street  cars  to  get  to 
and  from  their  places  of  business.  If 
these  same  legislators  realized  to  what 
extent  switchmen  endcmger  the  lives 
of  the  general  public  by  the  many 
freight  cars  handled  in  yards,  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  take  measures  to 
stop  it. 

A  switchman  has  not  near  the  pro- 
tection, standing  on  the  top  of  a  car, 
that  a  motorman  has  standing  on  the 
front  platform,  with  a  dash-board  in 
front  and  the  body  of  the  car  behind, 
as  a  wind-break.  Yet  the  officials  in- 
sist that  switchmen  stand  on  top  of 
cars  shoving  them  ahead  of  the  engine 
sometimes  several  miles,  over  street 
crossings,  without  any  way  of  warning 
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P^tsohb  croBsing  tracks  of  i^proach- 
ing  danger,  often  killing  persons  who 
are  taken  naawaree,  and  all  to  save  a 
few  nUnntee'  time  in  getting  the  en- 
fgine  ahead  of  the  cars. 

Of  coarse,  it  concerns  no  one  but 
the  switchmen  thra^iselves  how  many 
of  them  freeze  on  top  of  cars,  but  the 
public  Is  concerned  about  the  number 
of  desirable  citizens  who  are  run  down 
and  killed.  Strings  of  cars  are 
dragged  around  on  main  tracks,  with- 
in 3rard  limits,  with  no  protection  ex- 
cel^ a  small  red  light  It  is  no  con- 
cern of  the  public  that  a  switchman 
must  stand  out  in  the  rain  and  cold 
flagging  until  he  is  nearly  frozen,  with 
no  chance  to  get  a  heat,  but  if  he  be- 
comes so  cold  he  gets  numb  end  care- 
less and  some  train  hits  the  rear  end, 
and  someone  is  killed,  the  public  is 
concerned. 

It  would  not  be  much  expense  or 
trouble  to  fit  up  a  car  as  a  caboose,  and 
carry  It  on  all  runs  on  the  main  tracks. 
This  would  provide  red  lights  in  a 
conspicuous  place  and  reduce  the 
dangers  of  rear-end  collisions  to  a 
minimum.  It  is  possible  that  if  the 
attention  of  the  difTerent  legislatures 
was  called  to  this  matter  that  a  bill 
could  be  passed  prohibiting  shoving 
cars  on  main  tracks,  except  in  extreme 
cases,  or  running  trains  on  main 
tracks  without  cabooses. 

It  might  deprive  the  companies*  of  a 
few.  of  those  dearly  beloved  dollars, 
but  would  be  a  great  protection  to  the 
public  and  a  greater  protection  for  the 
switchmen. 

There  are  a  great  many  other  things 
which  would  be  beneficial  to  switch- 
men, and  an  effort  to  get  them  might 
not  be  wasted.  If  it  was  it  would  be 
in  a  good  cause. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

iBwiN  B.  Austin. 


Little  self-denials,  like  honesties, 
little  passing  words  of  sympathy,  little 
nameless  acts  of  kindness,  little  silent 
v^rtorles  over  favorite  temptations — 
these  are  the  silent  threads  of  gold 
which,  when  woven  together,  gleam 
out  so  brightly  in  the  pattern  of  life 
that  God  approves. — Canon  Farrar, 


The  mines  of  the  world  employ  6,000,- 
000  persons,  and  more  than  one-third 
of  them  are  in  the  British  empire. 


ft.  Wayfie«  Ind. 

EniroB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  old  year  of  1907  has  passed  and 
gone,  and  with  it  the  many  changes 
that  affected  a  great  many  of  the  mem^ 
hers  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  It  will  not 
be  necessary  to  enumerate  them,  we 
all  know  of  them,  and  can  but  hope 
for  a  speedy  removal  of  all  causes  that 
aftect  our  welfare. 

The  unfortunate  financial  fiurry  that 
came  upon  us  just  as  we  were  upon  the 
eve  of  a  better  prosperity,  caused  a 
great  deal  of  care  and  anxiety.  We 
indeed  have  felt  it,  but  are  not  in  the 
least  disheartened.  We  are  but  the 
more  determined  to  bear  it  bravely^ 
and  work  the  more  good-naturedlyr 
and  thereby  hope  for  a  consummation 
of  our  ends  which  we  looked  for  when 
the  blow  came  last  October.  Oh,  no, 
we  do  not  ^ve  up,  but  are  the  more 
determined  ti  show  our  superiors^  both 
by  our  actions  and  work«  that  we, 
under  the  circumstances  could  not  hope 
for  a  betterment  of  our  conditions,  but 
as  the  financial  sky  grows  brighter, 
we  hope  for  a  favorable  consideration 
and  granting  of  our  requests  when 
next  presented  to  them. 

No.  78  Is  still  working  at  its  accus- 
tomed place.  We  pick  up  a  few  as  we 
go  along,  and  are  in  hopes  to  get  all 
who  follow  the  trade  of  switching. 
Our  newly-elected  officers  were  in- 
stalled at  our  last  regular  meeting, 
January  lath,  by  Bro.  C.  A.  Taylor, 
past  president.  We  have  a  good  set  of 
officers  from  the  president,  Bro. 
Holmes,  down  to  guard.  Of  course,  our 
good  brothers,  Theibold,  treasurer, 
and  Sunley  are  old  in  office.  They 
have  been  tried  and  proved  worthy,. so 
we  keep  them  at  it.  Our  past-presi- 
dent, Bro.  W.  H.  Hayes,  retires  after 
five  years  of  good  and  efficient  service. 
We  would  like  to  have  kept  him  <n 
the  chair,  but  he  seemed  desirous  of 
giving  some  younger  brother  the 
chance  to  handle  the  affairs  of  No.  78. 
while  he  (Hayes)  will  be  as  a  guardian 
to  see  that  all  moves  along  smoothly. 

No.  78  has  at  last  caught  the  dance 
fever,  and  on  February  27,  1908,  will 
give  the  entertainment  A  cordial  in- 
vitation is  extended  to  all.  Should  any 
of  our  good  brothers  from  any  part  of 
the  country  happen  this  way,  please 
drop  in  and  trip  the  light  fantastic.  I 
am  not  officially  authorized  to  Invite 
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our  Grand  officers,  but  I  will  assume 
that  they  are  welcome,  and  we  will  be 
pleased  to  see  any  or  all  of  them  pres- 
ent (This  includes  you,  Bro.  Cas- 
sldy.) 

Considerable  sickness  is  reported  in 
No.  78,  but  none  serious,  generally  an 
attack  of  grip.  Brothers  are,  however, 
improving,  and  we  are  in  hopes  that 
at  our  next  meeting  all  will  have  re- 
covered. 

Hoping  for  success  of  our  cause,  and 
that  each  and  every  brother's  condi- 
tion may  be  mucn  improved  this  year. 
I  remain  the  well-wisher  to  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.        Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

"Bo/* 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bditob  SwrroHMEN's  Joubnal: 

Nineteen  hundred  and  eight  is  here, 
and  some  of  us  turned  over  new  leaves, 
let  us  hope  for  the  best.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  our  brothers,  and  sisters,  too, 
who  saw  1907  come  in  are  now  with 
the  silent  majority.  No.  39's  charter 
has  been  draped  for  more  than  one 
who  has  left  ue,  but  those  who  are  left 
still  keep  digging  in  to  make  the 
"switchie's"  life  more  endurable.  May 
the  good  work  go  on. 

No.  39  has  elected  and  installed 
their  officers  for  1908.  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  roeter.  Installation  took  place 
January  13th,  at  their  hall,  Broadway 
and  Bailey  avenue,  Bro.  Prank  M.  Cas- 
sidy  acting  as  installing  officer.  After 
installation  there  was  dancing,  sing- 
ing, and  a  lunch  was  served  by  Bros. 
C.  A.  Anding  and  S.  G.  Brown,  which 
showed  that  they  were  on  the  job  all 
the  time. 

Bro.  J.  Felger,  acted  as  floor  man- 
ager, and  he  kept  things  doing  every 
minute. 

Bro.  Meaney  and  wife  and  Bro.  W. 
Millaney  and  wife  were  with  us,  and  by 
all  appearances  had  the  time  of  their 
lives,  and  last  but  not  least,  about  100 
more  members  of  No.  39  and  their 
wives. 

Miss  Sarah  T.  Jackson,  grand  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  L.  A.  to  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.,  favored  us  with  her  presence, 
and  we  hope  (sometime?)  to  have  an 
auxiliary  attached  to  Lodge  No.  39. 
It  was  in  the  wee  sma'  hours  of  the 
morning  we  "tied  up." 


Bro.  John  Palen.  who  was  injured 
lately,  is  able  to  be  out. 

Now,  as  we  have  a  new  hall,  some 
new  officers,  and  new  year,  let  us  get 
down  to  business  and  get  lots  of  new 
members,  and  when  we  get  all  we  want 
on  the  N.  Y.  C,  we  might  follow  a  pre- 
cedent of  some  other  organizations  and 
"dig  in"  on  the  street  oar  lines. 

Business  is  dropping  off  lately,  re- 
trenchment seems  to  be  the  order  of 
the  day,  but  with  spring  almost  here, 
we  look  for  better  times.  Taking  in- 
ventory and  using  up  old  stock  is  part- 
ly what  causes  this  dullness,  never  for- 
getting that  the  "Street"  wants  to  get 
beck  at  T.  R. — "but  all  things  come  to 
him  who  waits,"  and  the  sun  will 
shine  on  both  sides  of  the  fence  before 
long. 

So.  brothers,  as  you  do  not  have  to 
work  so  late  nights  now,  we  shall  ex 
pect  to  have  you  all  up  to  ZaefFel's 
Hall,  on  Broadway,  every  second  and 
fourth  Monday  evening  without  fail. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

N.  Y.  C. 


Qiicago,  III. 

Editor  Swftchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  desire  to  compliment  the  members 
of  the  S.  U.  on  the  virtues  they  possess 
in  such  abundance.  Chief  among  these 
is  punctuality.  The  degree  of  punc- 
tuality with  which  about  80  per  cent, 
of  the  membership  refrain  from  at- 
tending lodge  meetings  is  simply  as- 
tonishing. About  75  per  cent,  of  these 
members  will  go  to  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  at  times  to  pay  their  dues,  but 
the  last  place  they  ever  think  of  pay- 
ing them  is  at  their  lodge  hall.  Broth- 
ers, no  business  can  be  successful  with- 
out the  attention  of  those  engaged  in 
it,  and  the  matter  of  insurance  and 
better  conditions  is  the  business  of 
every  member  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
There  is  nothing  more  encouraging  to 
the  officers  of  a  lodge  than  a  well-at- 
tended meeting,  and  nothing  more  dis- 
couraging than  a  lot  of  empty  chairs 
on  a  meeting  night.  Without  courage 
there  can  be  no  success.  Brothers, 
don't  you  think  it  rather  selfish  on 
your  part  to  expect  the  officers  of  your 
lodge  to  attend  meeting  after  meeting 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  lodge 
while  you  spend  your  time  in  matters 
of  far  less  importance  to  you?    Do  you 
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taink  the  officers  and  members  who 
attend  lodge  sacrifice  nothing  in  do- 
ing BO?  Again,  you  are  not  doing  your 
duty  by  the  organization,  as  it  is  the 
dnty  of  all  members  to  give  the  order 
the  benefit  of  their  ideas  and  thoughts. 
By  the  stay  away  habit  the  lodge  is 
deprived  of  the  assistance  of  many  of 
the  brightest  members  of  the  organi- 
zation. Personally  I  know  a  great 
many  who  have  been  members  for 
years  and  whose  attendance  will  not 
average  once  a  year,  and  these  men 
are  among  the  brainest  in  our  ranks. 
Brothers,  the  object  of  the  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.  is  to  advance  the  interests  of  its 
members  through  co-operation,  and  you 
cannot  be  of  assistance  to  your  fellows 
unless  you  meet  and  discuss  questions 
of  interest  with  them.  This  can  only 
be  done  in  the  lodge  hall.  I  am  not 
writing  this  letter  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  my  name  in  print,  neither  have 
I  any  fondness  for  pushing  a  pencil, 
but  I  want  you  all  to  get  your  think- 
tanks  working  and  then  attend  lodge 
and  give  us  the  benefit  of  the  work. 
Again,  brothers,  in  times  like  the 
present  we  cannot  tell  what  conditions 
we  may  be  called  on  to  face,  and  when 
each  knows  where  the  other  stands, 
onr  chances  of  success  are  multiplied. 
Remember  the  old  maxim,  "United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall,"  and  don't  be 
divided.  Th4s  does  not  apply  to  the 
members  of  any  particular  lodge.  1 
will  now  quit  as  it  is  bed  time. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.  S.  Meehan. 


West  Seneca,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmeiv's  Journal: 

Again  oar  charter  is  draped  for 
thirty  days  on  account  of  death  of 
Bro.  J.  Freeman,  who  lost  his  life  on 
the  morning  of  Jan.  3d  while  at  work 
Ui  the  L.  S.  ft  M.  S.  yards. 

By  Bro.  Freemjtn's  death  Lodge  No. 
221  has  lost  one  of  its  best  members. 
Bro.  Freeman  was  an  old-time  South 
Boifalo  Swltchmani  until  a  short  time 
ago,  when  he  got  a  position  on  the 
L.  S.  AM.  S.  as  switchman.  There  is 
a  place  vacant  in  the  yard  where  Bro. 
Jim  was  killed  which  can  be  filled,  but 
there  is  a  place  vacant  in  his  home 
which  can  never  be  filled. 

We  know  not  who  will  be  the  next, 
80  let  us  bear  in  mind  he  is  not  dead 


but  gone  ahead,  and  we  are  left  be- 
hind. So  bear  in  mind,  brothers,  and 
keep  in  line  in  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

We  held  a  meeting  on  Jan.  10th  and 
installed  officers.  A  large  crowd  was 
present  and  the  meeting  went  on  in 
good  order. 

As  this  is  the  morning  after  our  ball 
at  Wesp's  Hall  I  will  have  to  tell  you 
something  about  it.  There  was  a  large 
crowd  present  and  everything  went  on 
well.  Our  arrangement  committee  was 
Bros.  Wm.  Flynn,  Jas.  Garvey,  Wm. 
Owens.  Wm.  Dickman,  F.  Dettman  and 
M.  H.  McCarthy,  and 'we  thank  them 
for  the  good  work  they  did.  We  were 
also  glad  to  see  other  brothers  from 
the  difFerent  lodges  and  hope  all  had 
a  good  time. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Priester  was  sorry  he 
couldn't  go  to  the  ball  on  account  of 
the  stork  bringing  st  baby  girl  to  the 
house.  We  met  Bro.  Priester  on  our 
way  to  the  ball  and  he  bought  us  all 
ten  cent  cigars.  He  had  a  smile  on 
his  face  which  I  hope  will  never  wear 
ofF.  I  hope  mother  and  child  are  do- 
ing well. 

Hoping  this  won't  take  up  too  much 
space  in  the  Journal,  I  will  throw  the 
switch  and  sidetrack  for  this  month. 

Wishing  success  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
and  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  I  am, 
Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  G.  Nash. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editor  SwrrcHMKN*s  Journal: 

As  the  members  of  No.  68  have  not 
been  heard  from  in  the  Journal  for 
some  time,  I  will  try  and  let  the  boys 
know  that  we  are  alive,  and  doing 
something  all  the  time. 

At  our  meeting  Sunday,  January  5th. 
we  acted  upon  four  applications,  and 
took  in  two  new  members.  We  had  a 
large  attendance,  also  had  with  us 
President  F.  T.  Hawley  and  Second 
Vice-President  James  B.  Connors.  Bro. 
William  Trost,  business  agent  of  the 
West  Side  lodges,  gave  us  some  good 
sound  talk  on  union  principles  and  the 
need  of  a  more  fraternal  feeling  among 
the  men  switching  cars  in  general. 
Bro.  Link  Lazier  of  No.  58  gave  quite 
a  talk  on  the  need  of  better  attend- 
ance. Bros.  Mitchell  and  Johnston  of 
No.  36  were  with  us  also.  Bro.  Phil 
Smith,  who  has  been  our  worthy  mas- 
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ter  since  our  charter  was  granted,  tias 
taken  the  past-president's  chair,  by  his 
request,  wishing  to  be  relieved  of  the 
duty  of  president. 

Our  new  president  is  a  worthy 
brother,  and  I  think  he  will  show 
some,  as  he  is  an  ex-offlcial  of  another 
railroad  organization. 

Bro.  Shoup  has  juat  arrived  from 
Cle  Ulm,  Washington.  He  says  walk- 
ing was  very  good  from  Staples,  Min- 
nesota. He  left  last  June  for  San 
Francisco.  The  Union  Pacific  had  to 
put  on  an  extra  mall  train  to  carry  his 
mail  while  on  his  travels,  but  he  says 
no  more  of  the  Western  country  for 
him.  Never  mind,  Bro.  Shoup,  you 
have  always  got  a  home  in  Chicago. 

Well,  Bro.  Editor,  I  will  not  tire  you 
any  more.  I  hope  that  the  South  Side 
will  duplicate  the  West  Side,  and  put  a 
business  agent  in  the  field,  and  as 
smart  a  one  as  Bro.  Trost.  When 
Lodges  68,  199.  19  and  117  can  have  a 
business  agent,  why  cannot  Lodges  36, 
79,  68,  17,  208,  91  and  29  do  equally 
as  well?  Stop  and  think  how  much 
good  it  would  do. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

HOBN. 


Joliet,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

After  so  long  a  silence  of  the  past 
few  months  I  am,  very  sorry  to  have 
to  announce  the  death  of  two  noble 
and  worthy  S.  U.  brothers,  who  were 
killed  outright  about  a  month  apart 
First  Bro.  Emil  Seabert,  on  the  night 
of  Nov.  28th,  while  riding  on  back 
footboard  of  his  engine,  which  was 
backing  some  five  or  six  cars  down  to 
couple  up  the  balance  of  the  cars  he 
had  switched  out,  was  crushed  to  death 
by  the  draft  timbers  and  draw-bar  fall- 
ing out  of  car  which  his  engine  had  a 
hold  of.  Bro.  Seabert  leaves  a  wife 
and  two  little  girls  to  mourn  his  loss, 
and  I  can  assure  them  they  have  the 
heartfelt  sympathy  of  the  entire  Lodge 
No.  3  of  the  S.  U.  or  N.  A.  Then  on 
the  27th  of  December,  about  11.60  a. 
m.,  one  who  was  admired  by  not  only 
Joliet  Lodge  No.  3,  of  which  he  was 
treasurer  for  the  past  five  years  and 
elected  to  serve  in  this  worthy 
capacity  for  1908,  but  one  who  was  es- 
teemed and  admired  by  all  he  came  In 
contact  with,    Bro.  Mathew  Fay,  who 


was  a  charter  member  of  No.  3,  was 
instantly  killed  by  the  approach  of  an- 
other yard  engine  of  which  he  was  un- 
aware. His  body  rolled  under  the 
wheels  and  was  severed  in  two  by  the 
pony  truck  and  one  driving  wheel  pass- 
ing over  his  stomach.  Joliet  Lodge 
No.  3  has  not  only  lost  its  treasurer, 
but  one  of  its  noblest  advisers  and  one 
who  was  ever  ready  and  on  the  alert 
for  the  welfare  of  the  union.  Bro. 
Fay  leaves  a  wife  and  eight  children  to 
mourn  his  loss,  and  I  can  not  write 
words  enough  of  sjrmpathy  and  praiso 
for  his  bereaved  wife  and  family,  but 
may  God  sustain  them  in  their  great 
loss.  I  certainly  feel  proud  of  the 
brothers  of  No.  3  and  the  various 
lodges  of  the  S.  U.  in  this  community 
for  the  respect  shown  by  their  at- 
tendance at  the  funeral.  Bro.  J.  B. 
Connors  was  present  to  lead  the 
funeral,  and  I  dare  say  it  was  the  larg- 
est ever  witnessed  in  the  city  of  Joliet 
So,  with  kindest  regards  to  all  broth- 
ers of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  I  remain. 
Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

F.    P.    LUMIXT. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Editor  Switohmbn's  Joubnal: 

As  time  rolls  by  I  fail  to  see  any- 
thing in  the  Joubnal  about  union 
lodge  No.  80,  so  I  will  trr  and  inform 
the  different  lodges  that  we  are  still 
there  doing  business  in  the  same  old 
way,  getting  new  members  right  along. 

We  installed  our  oflElcers  at  our  last 
meeting.  We  had  a  Joint  installati<m. 

The  ladies  gave  a  banquet  which 
was  attended  by  about  125  people. 
The  way  the  chicken  pie  was  served 
would  make  a  man  forget  that  he  ever 
was  hungry.  The  writer  ate  so  much 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  him 
to  get  away  from  the  table.  After  the 
banquet  the  lodge  opened  the  meeting 
and  transacted  such  business  as  came 
before  installation.  They  then  ad- 
journed and  held  a  Joint  installation, 
the  ladies  installing  first  and  then  the 
men.  I  must  say  that  the  ladies  did 
fine,  every  one  doing  his  part  well, 
and  not  a  thing  occurred  during:  the 
whole  installation  to  mislead  one  of 
them.  Congratulations  to  the  ladiee, 
for  they  have  a  nice  lot  of  members. 

Brothers  and  sisters,  let  us  all  put 
our  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  see  if 
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we  cannot  make  No.  80  one  of  the 
finest  lodsres  in  the  country.  All  we 
need  is  that  members  attend  meetings 
more  promptly.  Don't  stay  away  be- 
cause you  don't  like  some  member. 
That  don't  get  you  anything.  Come  up 
and  see  what  is  going  on.  Don't  stay 
away  and  then  kick  because  so-and-so 
was  "done."  Come  up  and  have  a 
voice  in  tho  matter,  or  keep  quiet  Cut 
out  telling  outsiders  what  is  going  on 
in  our  lodge  room  and  make  a  good 
fellow  out  of  yourself.  I  have  this 
to  say  in  regard  to  a  man  of  this  char- 
acter: That  any  brother  who  carries 
news  from  a  lodge  room  to  outsiders^ 
in  order  to  better  his  own  conditionr 
is  not  as  good  as  a  scab,  because  a  scab 
will  conod  out  and  show,  his  colors  in 
time  of  a  strike,  and  you  can  tell  him 
when  you  see  him.  But  these  fellows 
that  go  up  there  to  get  an  ear  full  and 
th^i  go  and  cough  it  up,  those  are  the 
people  who  make  life  hard  for  those 
who  are  trying  to  do  right.  I  say  that 
hell  is  not  made  hot  enough  for  such 
dogs,  excuse  me  for  using  such  plain 
language. 

Well,  as  I  am  taking  up  so  much 
time  and  space,  I  will  close  with  best 
wishes.    I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  Hi'  and  P., 

A.  L.  Snell. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Eduob  SwiTOHMxiv's  Joubnal: 

It  seems  hard  to  get  members  up  to 
a  meeting.  While  we  have  on  an  aver- 
age as  good  attendance  as  most  of  our 
lodges,  there  is  still  room  for  improve- 
ment. I  have  heard  some  say  they 
won't  come  as  long  as  So-and-so  is  in 
office.  Well,  I  tell  them  to  come  to 
meeting  on  the  night  of  election,  and 
elect  someone  who  will  draw  the 
members,  if  such  is  the  case,  but  they 
failed  to  show  up  on  election  night. 
At  any  rate,  we  elected  nearly  a  new 
set  of  officers,  and  if  these  don't  come 
now  I  know  it  is  because  they  don't 
like  the  treasurer.  They  also  say  the 
kklge  la  run  by  two  or  three.  They 
don't  attend  enough  to  know  that  every 
member  is  given  an  opportunity  to 
speak  on  all  questions  that  arise.  The 
sum  and  substance  is  they  are  too  tired 
to  come,  or  the  meetings  last  too  long. 
They  think  we  should  go  over  our  busi- 
ness without  debating  on  anything  that 


does  not  suit  the  ideas  of  all.  Well, 
that  would  be  running  it  without  giv- 
ing each  and  every  one  a  chance  to 
talk,  but  such  is  not  the  case  in  our 
meetings. 

Well,  brothers,  give  3^ur  officers  for 
the  new  year  a  helping  hand  by  at- 
tending meetings;  they  wish  it,  and 
will  have  to  have  it  if  they  are  sue- 
oeesful  in  performing  their  duties. 

Wishing  you  all  a  happy  and  pros- 
perous New  Tear.  I  remain. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

SusB  Shot. 


New  Orieans,  La. 

Edtiob  Switchmsn's  Joubnal: 

Once  more  has  the  small  but  faith- 
ful lodge  of  Pontchartrain  No.  225 
been  called  upon  to  fill  its  sad  duties. 
Bro.  William  Kruse  passed  away  after 
a  lingering  sickness  of  several  years. 
Bro.  Kruse  was  one  of  the  first  S.  U. 
men  in  New  Orleans,  and  a  more  loyal 
member  could  not  be  found.  Loyal  to 
his  union  and  friends,  loyal  to  his 
family,  to  know  Bro.  Kruse  was  to  be 
his  friend.  I  have  known  him  from 
boyhood  up,  known  htan  to  be  a  duti- 
ful son  and  a  loving  father.  For  the 
widow  and  five  children  do  our  hearts 
bleed,  and  we  pray  that  God  may 
soothe  the  sorrows  of  the  widow  and 
orphans. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  v.  Hbnnbssvt. 


New  York  City. 

Edftob  Switohmkn'b  Joubnal: 

Once  more  I  will  endeavor  to  con* 
tribute  to  the  colunuis  of  the  little 
pink  book  in  behalf  of  Harlem  River 
Lodge  No.  56,  to  let  the  out  of  town 
brothers  know  that  No.  56  is  still  on 
the  map. 

Another  month  has  rolled  by  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  we  are  coming  to  the 
front  slow  but  sure,  taking  in  a  new 
member  now  and  then,  and  thankful 
that  what  we  do  take  they  are  switch- 
men, not  clam-diggers  or  ^cissor-bills; 
We  leave  all  those  kind  for  the  sting- 
ers, as  that's  the  kind  the  stingers 
are  looking  for.  We  did  not  see  any 
raise  in  pay  this  month,  but  the 
stingers'  dues  were  $4.50.  That's  go- 
ing some!  What  do  you  know  about 
that? 
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Business  is  on  the  standstill  at  Har* 
lem  River  and  all  kinds  of  extra  men 
are  idle. 

Our  annual  election,  held  in  due 
time,  resulted  as  follows:  Bro.  Dowl- 
ing,  president;  George  McMichael. 
vice-president;  Henry  Qebhard,  secre- 
tary, and  Bro.  Geo,  Fancher,  knowr 
as  the  iron  man,  still  holds  the  treas 
urer's  position.  Good  luck  to  you, 
George!  As  Bro.  CufT  holds  the  first 
shift  we  gave  him  an  easy  job.  Joub- 
NAL  agent,  and  I  hope  he  will  get  busy 
with  the  pen.  As  I  am  sure  that  Bro 
Cuft  will  show  up  in  February  Joub- 
NAL  with  a  little  dope,  I  will  endeavor 
to  bring  my  note  to  a  close,  hoping 
Bro.  Cassidy  won't  make  a  drop  of  it 
into  the  wastebasket.  With  best 
wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  I  will  call 
again. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bronx  Kid. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  not  seen  a  letter  from 
Lodge  No.  30  in  the  Joubnal  for  some 
time,  I  thought  I  would  let  some  of 
the  brothers  throughout  the  country 
know  how  we  are  stacking  up  and- 
first  of  all,  I  want  to  tell  you  that 
business  is  on  the  bum  here,  worse 
than  I  have  seen  It  here  for  years 
back.  But  we  have  some  of  our  great 
financiers  of  the  country  to  thank  for 
that.  Some  people  say  it  was  brought 
on  to  hurt  Roosevelt's  standing,  but 
what  I  have  read  has  caused  me  to 
think  it  was  done  to  stop  the  advance- 
ment of  labor  and  engineered  by  the 
Manufacturers'  Association,  with  the 
help  of  some  of  the  trusts  and  cor- 
porations throughout  the  country.  But, 
thank  God,  the  sun  will  soon  shine  on 
both  sides  of  the  fence,  and  then  we 
will  show  them  who  laid  the  rails. 
But,  brothers,  you  will  not  be  able  to 
show  them  unless  you  put  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  try  and  do 
better  in  the  future  than  you  have 
done  in  the  past.  You  have  done  well 
in  the  past,  but  you  can  not  overdo  or- 
ganizing the  union  that  upholds  your 
work,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  bene- 
fit to  all  of  our  brothers  if  our  Grand 
Lodge  President  would  let  us  know 
through  the  columns  of  our  noble 
Joubnal,  when  they  write  for  it,  how 


business  is  throughout  the  difterait 
places  where  they  have  visited.  I 
think  it  would  help  some  good  broth- 
ers to  get  work,  so  they  would  be  able 
to  keep  in  line. 

There  is  a  town  on  the  N.  P.  Ry 
named  Billings  that  seems  to  be 
neglected.  Wake  up,  worthy  Vice- 
Grands,  and  see  what  you  can  do  to 
get  S.  U.  men  to  apply  for  jobs  there, 
or  organize  the  men  there  now,  for  I 
am  sure  the  yardmaster  in  charge 
there  is  in  sympathy  with  S.  U.  men, 
for  he  has  been  known  to  make  the 
remark  that  it  takes  switchmen  to 
handle  cars,  and  he  ought  to  know,  for 
'  he  has  worked  himself  up  from  the 
ranks  of  the  switchmen,  after  losing 
out  as  extra  passenger  conductor  in 
1894  on  the  M.  A  St  L.  Ry.  Brothers, 
if  you  will  only  organize  your  yard's 
throughout  the  country  as  we  are  in 
the  Twin  Cities,  you  would  be  getting 
$4.50  to  $5.00  per  day.  That  looks 
good,  does  it  not?  Well,  we  all  can 
have  it  if  you  do  your  part,  so  try;  it's 
worth  trying  for. 

Our  new  officers  will  be  installed 
next  Sunday  evening,  and  I  will  say 
the  outgoing  officers  deserve  a  word 
of  praise  and  thanks  for  the  way  they 
handled  their  respective  offices,  and  i 
hope  we  can  say  more  for  the  new  ones 
next  January.  The  prospect  is  bright, 
for  they  all  look  good  tot  me. 

Our  second  annual  ball  will  be  given 
at  Masonic  Temple  Jan.  22d,  and  the 
outlook  is  very  bright  for  ar  howling^ 
success,  as  it  has  always  been  in  our 
previous  dances  and,  with  the  Ladles' 
Auxiliary  to  help  us,  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  not  do  better  than 
in  previous  years.  Without  the  ladles 
we  would  be  lost,  at  least  I  think  so, 
for  they  seem  to  be  everywhere  at  the 
right  time.  They  have  proven  it  in  the 
past.  So,  brothers,  come  out  of  that 
trance  and  try  and  get  your  wivee 
to  join,  so  that  they  can  even  do  bet- 
ter than  they  have  done.  Many  thanks 
to  them  for  what  they  have  done.  I 
will  now  bring  my  letter  to  a  close 
with  best  wishes  to  all. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

SiLVEBTOP. 


F&shion  is  always  a  little  ahead  of 
those  who  try  to  keep  up  with  it. 


It's  about  as  hard  to  keep  a  good 
man  down  as  to  help  a  poor  one  up. 
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Hamfiiond,  Ind. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Another  year  has  come  and  gone, 
with  all  its  pleasures  and  possibilities, 
its  new  resolves,  and  good  resolutions. 
We  should  be  thankful,  sfiould  we  not, 
that  every  twelfth  month  we  are 
given  the  opportunity,  by  a  time-h<Hi- 
ored  custom,  of  starting  all  over  again 
with  a  new,  clean  page?  Some  we 
knew  are  looking  with  vain  regrets  at 
lost  opportunities  and  wrary  disap- 
pointments, but  don't  be  discouraged 
or  disheartened,  but  face  whatever  the 
future  may  bring,  resolved  to  use  the. 
knowledge  gained  during  the  past  year 
to  aid  you  in  the  battles  yet  to  be 
fought.  Always  look  at  the  brighter 
side,  never  allowing  yourself  to  enter- 
tain any  thoughts  but  those  of  suc- 
cess. This  is  the  conquering  spirit, 
and  if  you  back  it  by  determination 
and  sincere  faith  in  your  cause,  surely 
success  must  ultimately  crown  your 
efforts. 

We  were  all  pretty  well  disappointed 
over  the  outcome  of  the  last  wage  con- 
ference, held  in  Chicago  in  November, 
and  justly  so.  But,  brothers,  a  hope 
deferred  Is  better  than  a  hope  shat- 
tered. And  when  we  stop  to  consider 
the  adverse  financial  conditions  the 
country  was  laboring  under,  and  the 
unfavorable  business  outlook,  one  has 
to  fidmit  that  a  postponement  of  the 
negotiations  was  obviously  the  only 
thing  possible  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances. As  regards  the  manner 
in  which  our  representatives  conducted 
the  conference,  I  have  only  the  highest 
praise.  Their  judgment  and  tact, 
under  the  most  trjring  and  difficult 
situations,  were  very  commendable  and 
worthy  of  the  highest  consideration  by 
the  order.  And  the  laying  of  the  mat- 
ter on  the  shelf  by  them  to  await  a 
more  favorable  and  opportune  time 
proved  their  diplomacy  and  good  judg- 
ment, for  it  lefi  an  opening  whereby 
the  negotiations  may  be  resumed  at  a 
more  convenient  time.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  when  that  time  arrives  the 
order  may  see  fit  to  send  the  same  able, 
conservative,  tactful  body  of  men  to 
Chicago  to  represent  its  interests,  and 
then  to  victory. 

Brothers,  all  that  Is  necessary  to  the 
success  of  the  venture  is  patience; 
wait  and  be  ready.  With  the  coming 
of  the  new  year  came  renewed  pros- 


perity. Slowly,  but  with  ever-increas- 
ing strength,  the  financial  conditions 
are  resuming  former  buoyancy.  Con- 
fidence in  the  banking  situation  is  re- 
turning, and  in  every  way  the  busi- 
ness outlook  for  the  present  year  is 
most  promising.  And  the  return  of 
the  financial  situation  to  its  normal 
condition  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
very  good  omen  in  behalf  of  our  pro- 
ject, because,  the  better  business  is, 
the  easier  it  will  be  to  make  them 
grant  our  demanda 

Nevertheless,  do  not  allow  yourself 
to  be  lulled  into  a  sense  of  security, 
because  of  a  betterment  of  conditions 
in  the  business  world,  but  work  un- 
ceasingly for  the  betterment  and  good 
of  the  order,  and  remember  that  in  in- 
creasing membership  lies  our  greatest 
visible  strength.  We  should  endeavor 
during  the  present  year  to  increase 
our  membership  twice  the  number  it 
ihcreased  during  the  past  year.  It 
will  uncK>ubtedly  be  a  big  task,  but  by 
keeping  at  it,  and  by  putting  forth 
your  best  efforts,  even  greater  things 
are  possible.  So  let  us  try  to  accom- 
plish this  one  thing,  and  in  so  doing 
strengthen  our  order,  and  make  it  even 
a  greater  power  in  the  railroad  world 
than  it  is  today.  Always  remember 
that  no  matter  how  small,  or  how  little 
the  aid  may  be  that  you  can  contribute, 
it  will  all  reflect  on  you  as  a  member 
of  our  order.  I  am  plea^^  to  say  here 
that,  in  addition  to  being  one  of  the 
cleanest  of  trades  unions,  we  may  soon 
lay  claim  to  being  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful.  both  in  numbers  and  in  spirit. 

Hoping  that  time  is  not  far  off,  I 
will  close  my  remarks,  wishing,  if  it 
be  not  too  late,  all  my  brothers  a  very 
happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

Frank  R.  Browx. 


Tacoma,  Wash. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

A  few  words  for  the  little  pink  book. 
We  are  just  starting  out  In  a  new 
year  and  things  do  not  look  so  bright 
as  they  did  one  year  ago.  and  every 
day  goes  more  and  mor,e  to  show  the 
wisdom  of  the  committee  sent  to  Chi- 
cago in  getting  out  of  a  bad  hole  so 
easily,  though  the  B.  of  R.  T.  Journal 
has  roasted  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  for  the 
step  taken.  Perhaps  (?)  they  could 
have  done  better!  They  generally  do 
by  having  a  committee  out  for  five  or 
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six  months,  make  a  big  special  assess- 
ment for  the  members  to  pay,  and  then 
in  the  end  do  not  gain  enough  to 
notice.  My  Idea  is  that  It  hurt  the  B. 
of  R.  T.  most  because  the  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.  did  not  call  a  strike  so  they  could 
fill  our  places  from  their  ranks  as  in 
the  past.  But  they  were  not  aware  of 
our  men  and  their  ability.  Enough  of 
this.  They  are  not  worthy  of  our 
notice,  as  they  are  not  union  men,  but 
tools  only  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
at  the  head  of  their  order. 

Now  for  the  good  news  that  comes 
from  Boise,  Idaho,  where  twelve  more 
good,  honest  citizens  acting  on  a  jury, 
found  Pettibone  not  guilty,  which  goes 
to  show  that  all  the  money  the  Mine 
Owners  spent,  and  all  the  trickery 
that  they  and  their  hirelings  resorted 
to,  could  not  convince  the  men  on  both 
the  juries  that  tried  Haywood  and 
Pettibone  that  they  were  guilty  an/i, 
Instead  of  destroying  the  union  labor 
movement,  they  have  helped  it  more 
than  years  of  work  by  the  union  could 
have  done.  But  what  is  before  all 
union  men  today  is  to  vote  their  class 
into  power  and  put  men  in  otHce  who 
will  pass  laws  for  their  benefit  and  en* 
force  the  laws  that  are  now  on  the 
statutes  for  the  benefit  of  the  labor- 
ing class,  but  which  the  men  now  in 
control  of  our  government  do  not  heed, 
but  sell  the  right  of  the  labor  man  to 
the  man  of  wealth,  and  enforce  only 
the  laws  that  benefit  the  man  of 
wealth. 

Now  a  few  words  from  Puget  Sound 
Lodge  No.  135:  We  are  starting  to  feel 
the  hard  times  in  that  Uie  yard  force 
has  been  reduced  twelve  crews,  but  for 
all  of  that  we  are  taking  in  new  mem- 
bers every  meeting  and  are  in  hopes 
for  better  times  in  the  near  future, 
and  as  the  year  1907  has  been  a  pros- 
perous one  for  No.  135^  we  hope  to 
make  1908  a  little  more  so. 

Well,  I  think  it  time  to  tie  up.  So, 
with  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  and  all 
its  members,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ikb. 


A  man  is  very  unfit  to  live  in  the 
world  who  cannot  keep  his  temper,  his 
secrets,  and  his  money. 


Spokane,  Wash. 

Editob  Switohmsn's  Joubnal: 

If  not  too  late  for  February  Joubnal, 
I  would  like  to  insert  a  few  lines  to 
let  the  brotl^ers  know  what  is  doing  in 
Spokane  Lodge  No.  137. 

The  installation  of  ofiicera  took  place 
February  11th.  Bro.  Abrecomber  was 
re-elected  president 

Our  annual  ball  will  take  place 
February  21st,  at  the  Elk's  Temple.  St 
Paul  brothers  will  please  notify  Bro. 
G.  H.  SmlfOi. 

Hard  times  does  not  seem  to  afPect 
our  membership,  which  is  always  on 
the  increase,  or  the  good  will  of  the 
boys,  as  they  always  come  tlirough 
with  their  monthly  dues. 

I  will  try  and  rig  up  something  for 
the  March  Joubnal.  With  best  wishes 
for  all  the  brothers,  not  forgetting 
"Charley  Ox,"  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H  and  P., 

a  J.  Btbnk. 


Those  who  never  retract  their  opin- 
ions love  themselves  more  than  they 
love  truth. 


Springfield,  Mass. 

Bditob  Switohmen*8  Joubnal: 

At  our  first  meeting  in  January  we 
installed  the  following  officers:  Past- 
president,  W.  S.  Mcllroy;  president,  J 

C.  O'Brien;  vice-president,  P.  J.  Shean; 
chaplain,  F.  L.  Barker;  treasurer,  B. 
T.  Clark;  secretary,  A.  H.  Morse;  di- 
rectors, P.  Drennan,  H.  D.  Marsh  and 
M.  J.  Higgins;  Joubnal  agent,  A.  H. 
Morse;  conductor,  J.  H.  Downer;  In- 
ner guard,  J.  B.  King;    outer  guard, 

D.  J.  Malone.  We  are  not  moving  very 
fast  here,  but  we  are  moving^  and  that 
is  saying  something  for  this  part  of 
the  world,  considering  the  fact  that 
some  of  our  fellow-workers  here  made 
the  statement  at  the  time  of  our  or- 
ganization that  our  lives  would  be 
short,  that  they  had  driven  the  snakes 
out  of  New  Haven  and  they  would 
drive  them  out  of  Springfield.  We  are 
still  here  and  the  15th  of  next  month 
we  will  be  one  year  old. 

We  have  been  running  a  series  of 
whist  parties  this  winter,  charging  an 
admission  of  15c,  the  proceeds  to  go 
toward  a  sort  of  a  relief  fund,  and  we 
think  that  we  have  been  very  success- 
ful, having  built  up  quite  a  nice  little 
fund. 

There  are  certain  things  occurring 
here  in  the  east  which  people  on  the 
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outside  would  not  notice,  but  which 
we  on  the  inside  do  notice,  that  make 
us  hope  for  brighter  days  for  the  S. 
IT.  here  some  time  in  the  future. 

We  are  doing  a  little  missionary 
work  here  among  the  heathen,  but  the 
results  as  yet  are  small,  as  it  is  mighty 
hard  to  convince  people  and  the  old 
sa3rlng  "There  are  none  so  blind  as 
those  who  will  not  see,"  is  a  very  true 
one.  However,  we  are  going  to  live 
in  hopes,  and  I  very  mufbh  doubt  our 
dying  In  despair. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  H.  MoBSE. 


Meadviile,  Pa. 

Eh>iT0B  SwrroHMEN's  Joubxal: 

I  have  watched  the  way  the  land 
lies  for  a  long  time,  in  regard  to  more 
pay  and  shorter  hours.  I  think  if  we 
bad  an  eight-hour  day  and  time  and  a 
half  for  over-time  it  would  be  better 
for  all  concerned.  It  would  take  so 
many  more  men.  The  railroad  com- 
panies  would  not  get  such  a  surplus  of 
men  on  hand  so  easy  if  we  worked  only 
eight  hours.  There  would  be  plenty  of 
time  for  pleasure,  and  I  think  money 
is  not  everything.  What  kind  of  a  life 
is  it  where  a  man  works  twelve,  fifteen 
or  eighteen,  and  sometimes,  twenty- 
four  and  thirty-six  hours,  like  some  of 
us  have  to  do? 

I  see  by  the  January  Journal  of  the 
stingers  that  they  are  roasting  us  be- 
cause our  ofik^ers  backed  down  and 
withdrew  their  demands.  I  think  we 
did  a  wise  thing.  Perhaps  they 
thought  If  we  got  in  trouble  some  of 
them  would  get  a  chance  to  draw  a 
man's  pay  by  filling  our  places,  as  they 
are  doing  now  in  some  places.  Now. 
let  us  hear  more  about  the  eight-hour 
day  and  over-time  and  the  same  pay 
all  over  the  country. 

Now  I  will  say  a  few  words  about 
No.  203.  We  are  still  on  the  roster 
and  that  is  about  all.  Stingers  are  too 
thick  f <Mr  us  to  do  any  good,  but  they 
are  beginning  to  kick  on  b^  assess- 
ments, but  have  not  backbone  enough 
to  put  their  money  where  it  would  do 
some  good,  by  joining  the  S.  U.  I 
guess  I  will  close,  hoping  this  will  not 
hit  the  waste-basket.  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  A.  Haas. 


Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Editob  SwrroHKBN's  Joubkal: 

Please  accept  this,  my  first  attempt, 
and  if  it  is  not  ditched  I  may  cut  off 
another  "bunch"  in  the  future. 

Well,  the  boys  in  Lodge  No.  10  are 
still  alive,  and  all  husttlng.  We  are 
"coming"  slow  but  sure  They  are 
coming  in,  one  or  two.  at  every  meet- 
ing, and  most  of  them  from  the  ranks 
of  the  "silent"  majority. 

We  Installed  our  new  ofllcers  Janu- 
ary 12th,  and  a  good  lot  of  boys  we 
have  to  fill  the  chairs,  with  faithful 
"Old  Bill"  Larklns  as  our  worthy 
president,  and  that  old  boy  from  Su- 
perior, Owen  Gibbons,  for  our  vice, 
with  Bro.  B.  T.  Pry  as  our  treasurer, 
and  he  will  make  a  good  one.  too.  Bro. 
Bdw.  Coolahan  is  our  secretary.  We 
had  a  good  sociable  time  after  instaHa- 
tion  was  over.  We  are  about  all  ready 
for  our  first  annual  biUl,  to  be  held 
February  27th,  at  Mozart  Hall,  comer 
Eighth  street  and  Grand  avenue. 
Everybody  invited.  It  is  going  to  be  a 
grand  affair,  and  all  the  boys  are 
hustling  to  make  it  a  success. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from 
Bro.  OTlourke  of  No.  3,  and  Bro. 
Christy  from  Superior. 

I  noticed  a  letter  in  the  Joubnal 
from  our  old  friend.  "Cocky"  Brown 
of  Hammond,  Ind.  That's  right. 
Prank,  "stir  *em  up,"  and  come  again. 

Well,  Bro.  Cassidy,  I  will  close,  wish- 
ing all  the  brothers  a  prosperous  New 
Year,  and  hoping  the  good  old  S.  U. 
will  be  as  successful  in  the  future  as 
it  has  in  the  past.    I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

E.  Coolahan. 


Nottingham,  O. 

Editob  Switohhen's  Joubnal: 

The  recent  financial  squall  had  no 
effect  on  the  progress  in  the  ranks  of 
No.  55,  as  we  are  still  taking  In  new 
members  at  every  meeting. 

No.  55  elected  nearly  all  the  old  re- 
liables to  office  again,  showing  that 
they  were  O.  K.  In  their  respective 
offices. 

Our  sick  committee  report  quite  a 
number  on  the  sick  and  injured  list, 
but  they  are  all  coming  along  nicely 
and  will  be  at  work    soon.      Among 
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them  are   Bros.    Kreinbrlng,    Harter, 
Blood,  GateB  and  Jackson. 

A  brand-new  little  swttchman  ar- 
rived at  Bro.  Krelnbring^s  on  New 
Year*& 

No.  &5's  new  rooms  in  tlie  Kins 
Block  were  opened  Thursday  evening, 
January  IGth,  with  open  installation 
ceremonies  of  both  lodges.  No.  55  S  .U., 
and  No.  31  L.  A.  Sister  Stewart,  Vice- 
Qrand  Mistress,  of  Cleveland,  conduct- 
ing the  ceremony  for  the  ladiee,  and 
Bro.  C.  W.  Hammond,  P.  M.,  for  the 
brothers.  Luncheon  was  served  and  a 
pleasant  time  was  had. 

But  the  crowning  effort  of  all  was 
the  benefit  masque  ball  given  on 
January  8th,  at  Smith's  Hall.  Every- 
thing was  A  No.  1  from  start  to  finish. 
There  were  masquers  aglore  and  suits 
of  all  kinds  and  colors.  The  grand 
march  was  certainly  fine,  led  by  Bro. 
Tom  Caseian  and  lady.  The  prizes 
were  awarded  to  Mr.  dayman  and  Mr. 
Grenwold  of  Nottingham.  The  dance 
committee  was  composed  of  Bros.  Leon, 
Ohllnger,  Graham,  Oassian  and  Ham- 
mond, and  they  certainly  did  fine,  both 
socially  and  financially,  about  $115  be- 
ing realized  for  the  sick  members. 
Wallace's  orchestra  of  Cleveland  fur- 
nished the  music,  which  was  all  right. 

Bro.  L.  H.  Porter  and  Sister  Ohlln- 
ger are  both  sick  with  grippe. 

E.  C.  D. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  guess  it  is  up  to  me  to  let  you  all 
know  what's  doing  in  the  ranks  of  St. 
Louis  Lodge  No.  37,  as  I  am  "it"  for 
1908.  I  suppose  you  all  know  what  "it" 
means — not  the  president,  but  the 
same  old  Job  with  Joubnal  agent 
thrown  in  for  good  measure.  Well,  I 
don't  mind  it,  for  I  like  to  work, 
especially  for  a  good  cause  like  the  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.,  and  now.  brothers,  I  do 
hope  that  you  will  all  give  us  every  bit 
of  support  In  your  power  this  year. 
Just  stop  and  think  for  a  minute  of 
those  who  never  miss  a  meeting,  no 
matter  what  the  elements  may  be,  or 
how  bad  they  would  like  to  stay  home 
or  go  to  some  place  of  amusement 
What  I  mean  by  giving  us  your  sup- 
port is  come  to  the  meeting.  If  you 
can't  come  to  every  meeting,  get  to- 
gether in  the  yards  where  you  work 


and  divide  yourselves  up  in  two  or 
three  classes  and  start  in  at  the  first 
meeting  in  the  month,  and  let  class 
one  turn  out  to  the  meeting,  and  sec- 
ond meeting  let  class  two  turn  out,  and 
so  on.  In  that  way  you  would  cause 
good  attendance  at  every  meeting,  and 
all  would  not  have  to  attend  every 
meeting,  like  those  whom  you  elect  to 
fill  the  various  bfiices. 

At  our  last  meeting,  Sunday  night, 
Jan.  5th,  we  had  with  us  Bro.  W.  W. 
Burt,  Fourth  Vice-President  The 
meeting  was  largely  atended  by  our 
own  members,  and  visiting  brothers 
from  No.  134  and  No.  54.  Bro.  Burt 
handled  the  goat  and  put  two  candi- 
dates over  the  hump.  We  have  eight 
more  for  our  next  meeting.  The  lodge 
adjourned  9.30  p.  m.,  and  Twentieth 
Century  Lodge  No.  14  of  the  Ladies* 
Auxiliary,  who  had  been  invited  to  a 
little  blow  out  after  the  meeting,  were 
ushered  into  the  lodge  room  and  in- 
troduced. Bro.  Burt  welcomed  the 
auxiliary  with  a  very  able  address, 
which  was  responded  to  by  Sisters 
Wolfington,  Anderson,  Cherry,  Brown, 
Sheridan,  Ramsey,  Hammond,  Bartley 
and  Maloney  with  pretty  little 
speeches.  Sister  Best  rendered  a  very 
appropriate  little  poem  entitled  "How 
We  Do  Things  in  Our  Auxiliary." 
Bonny  Flynn,  from  the  honeycomb, 
came  back  with  a  bunch  of  praises  for 
the  auxiliary.  I  tell  you  Bonny  is 
there  with  the  auxiliary.  Well.  I  be- 
lieve every  one  went  home  satisfied  on 
this  occasion.  I  will  leave  the  little 
blow  out  for  someone  else  to  blow 
about 

Well,  the  ladies  got  rl«ht  back  at  us 
and  invited  us  to  their  hall  Friday 
evening,  Jan.  10th.  After  the  meet- 
ing the  brothers  were  conducted  Into 
the  lodge  room  where  they  found  seats. 
Sister  Calhoun,  the  worthy  mistress, 
welcomed  us  in  the  same  friendly  and 
able  manner  as  usual  on  all  occasions 
and  tendered  the  gavel  and  chair  to 
Bro.  W.  A.  Wilmot,  president  of  No. 
134,  who  blushingly  took  the  seat. 
Sister  Calhoun  made  a  very  scorching 
little  address  on  the  question,  "Why 
don't  the  switchmen's  wives  all  join 
the  auxiliary?"  Now  I  don't  know 
who  she  meant,  but  I  guess  someone 
does.  Everybody  had  something  to 
say  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  L.  A.  Bonny  was 
there  but  I  am  not  going  to  tell  you 
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what  he  said.  I  expect  I  have  said  too 
mu(dL  already  for  my  own  good.  Well, 
the  first  thing  we  knew  the  ladles 
had  a  big  long  table  set  with  a  snowy 
white  cloth  and  loaded  down  with 
everything  good  to  eat  under  the  sun 
— from  a  ham  sandwich  to  an  angel 
cake.  Tou  ought  to  have  seen  that 
table  when  that  bunch  of  "ruffnecks" 
got  through.  A  switchman  is  certainly 
there  when  it  comes  to  a  free  lunch, 
and  I  notice  several  lady  snakes  got 
left  at  the  first  table.  I  won't  men- 
tion any  names. 

I  expect  the  editor  will  throw  this 
conglomeration  of  mistakes  in  the 
wastebasket,  but  it's  all  the  truth. 

I  see  and  read  so  many  letters  in 
the  JoxT&NAL  about  what  the  B.  of  R. 
T.  did  or  didn't  do,  and  what  the  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.  did  or  didn't  do,  and  what 
the  wage-earner  ought  to  do,  that  I 
know  I  could  not  interest  the  readers 
along  these  lines.  Not  that  I  am  not 
a  good  union  man  and  interested  in 
the  labor  movement,  for  I  am,  but  I 
haven't  got  time  to  figure  out  that 
kind  of  dope,  so  will  leave  all  that  to 
some  more  able  brother.  So,  in  con- 
ctasion,  I  will  say  that  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  is  coming  to  the  front  In  this 
vicinity,  and  if  all  the  members  will 
work  in  unity  It  will  only  be  a  matter 
of  time  until  St  Louis  will  be  noth- 
ing but  S.  U.  men,  and  when  that  time 
comes  I  will  give  some  good  S.  U.  man 
my  job  and — ^well,  I  am  not  going  to 
tell  you  what  I  am  going  to  do.  Wait 
and  see!  So,  hoping  this  will  be  a 
happy  and  prosperous  new  year  for 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  L.  A.  and  its 
members,  I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Shobtt. 


Chicago,  Hi. 

Editob  SwiTCEUiEN's  Joubnal: 

Owing  to  the  financial  distress  and 
the  general  depression  in  business,  it 
has  caused  a  general  lack  of  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  our  order,  but  we 
still  do  business  as  usual  and  with 
the  same  determination. 

At  our  last  meepting,  which  should 
have  been  installa'tion  of  officers,  but 
which  was  postponed  until  our  next 
meeting,  we  were  surprised  to  hear 
of  a  good  thing  that  was  being  pre- 
pared for  the  boys  of  No.  17.     Bro.  Stone 


delivered  an  invitation  frohi  the  L.  A. 
of  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  to  the  new  offlcerci 
and  members  to  liasten  through  our 
proceedings  and  retire  to  the  home  of 
Sister  Stone  and  partake  of  a  spread 
by  the  sisters.  Singing,  dancing  and 
music  were  some  of  the  features  of 
the  evening.  The  lunch  was  grand, 
(especially  the  beans,)  and  some  of 
the  brothers  were  somewhat  suspicious 
of  them,  but  everything  was  swell. 
Sisters  Stone,  Beaner,  Barrett,  Grein- 
baum,  Dickson,  Robinson  ((Germany), 
and  a  will-be  sister,  Miss  White, 
served  as  waitresses  and  did  the  honor 
splendidly.  Everyone  went  home  at 
12  m.  rejoicing. 

I  am  pained  to  hear  that  Bro.  Bush- 
man's daughter  Edna,  aged  eleven 
years,  has  passed  away  this  day  about 
seven  o'clock  p.  m. 

Bro.  Dan  Cranston  of  Pine  Bluff 
has  been  sick  for  two  weeks. 

Bro.  McElhaney  is  sick  at  home,  and 
Bro.  J.  Powell  is  at  St  Bernard's 
Hospital  with  foot  and  fingers  missing. 
Bro.  M.  J.  Cusack  is  at  Mercy  Hospital 
for  an  operation. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bud. 


QiicagOy  Hi. 

Editor  SwrrcHMUN's  Joubnal: 

Lodge  No.  199  has  inetalled  the  fol- 
lowing officers  for  the  year  1908:  Bro. 
M.  S.  Meehan,  president;  Bro.  J.  W. 
Hemen,  secretary;  Bro.  Ed.  D.  Brough, 
treasurer.  The  following  brothers 
were  installed  as  board  of  directors  of 
No.  199:  Bros.  A.  C.  Dickens,  H.  D. 
Scribner,  and  John  McCarthy. 

Lodge  No.  199  initiated  two  candi- 
dates at  its  last  meeting,  which  was 
January  12th,  and  has  fourteen  more 
candidates  that  will  be  initiated 
January  26th.  All  are  working  for 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  nights.  Six  were 
examined  by  Dr.  Kane,  the  medical 
examiner  for  Lodge  No.  199. 

Dr.  Kane  is  an  ex-member  of  Buf- 
falo Lodge  No.  4,  and  is  at  present  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  58.  and  is  medi- 
cal examiner  for  Chicago  lodges  No. 
199,  58,  and  117. 

Lodg^  No.  199  is  starting  the  new 
year  with  very  encouraging  prospects 
of  increasing  its  membership  in  the 
very  near  future.  Members  of  Lodge 
No.  199,  do  not  fail  to  attend  meetings 
more  often  than  you  have  in  the  past 
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year,  and  help  the  officers  to  ma.ke 
Lodge  No.  199  the  most  progreaelve 
lodge  in  the  Windy  City. 

Lodge  No.  199  Is  about  as  busy  as 
any  lod®e  can  be.  We  have  a  good  set 
of  officers  for  1908,  but  a  good  set  of 
officers  cannot  do  all  the  work«  and 
they  need  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
every  member  In  the  performance  of 
their  several  duties.  So  let  us  put 
our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  make 
1908  a  banner  year  for  Chicago  Lodge 
No.  199  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  Let  us  show 
ju0t  what  can  be  done,  If  we  each  try 
Just  a  little.  We  have  lots  of  material 
to  work  on,  so  step  out  each  and  every 
one»  and  do  all  In  your  power  to  help 
build  up  our  membership. 

Bro.  McKenzle  of  Lodge  No.  36  paid 
us  a  visit  at  our  last  meeting. 

Lodge  No.  199  meets  second  Sunday 
at  7:30  p.  m.  and  fourth  Sunday  at 
1:30  p.  m.  each  month,  at  151  Bast 
Randolph  street,  opposite  the  City  Hall. 

Keep  your  eye  on  the  social  enter- 
tainment to  be  given  by  Lodge  No.  199 
In  the  near  future. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  W.  Hemsn. 


Joliet,  III. 


Editob  SwrroHMEN's  Joubnal: 

Dear  reader,  has  It  ever  been  your 
sad  duty  to  be  called  upon  to  notify 
some  poor  unfortunate  brother's  wife, 
mother  or  sister  of  the  sudden  death 
of  their  loved  one?  Then  you  who 
have,  can  picture  me  trying  to  write 
these  lines,  In  which  I  am  now  start- 
ing. 

On  December  27th,  at  11:50  a.  m., 
our  worthy  treasurer  and  brother, 
Matt  Fay,  was  suddenly  called  to  his 
reward  while  pulling  out  of  yard.  He 
was  killed  in  some  unknown  way, 
either  beln^  cau^t  by  switch-stand, 
or  getting  ofp  in  front  of  an  engine 
coming  up  the  main  track.  He  was 
run  over,  the  engine  stopping  with 
driver  resting  on  our  unfortunate 
brother.  Bro.  Fay  leaves  a  widow  and 
eight  children.  To  many  of  you.  Matt 
was  no  stranger.  He  had  attended 
every  convention  from  Milwaukee  to 
the  last  held  at  Detroit  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  local  grievance  committee 
on  the  M.  C.  Railway  at  Jollet.  and 
was  one  of  what  Is  known  In  Chicago 
as  the  Central  Conmilttee.    Loved  by 


all  who  knew  him,  and  honest  as  the 
day  was  long,  my  only  regret  Is  I  can- 
not picture  him  to  you  as  he  was.  I 
had  just  returned  to  Blue  Island  from 
Jollet,  having  spent  Christmas  nig^t 
with  him  at  hia  home,  talking  over  old 
timeSk  and  conversation  with  him  al- 
ways ran  to  welfare  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union.  Bro.  Fay  had  the  honor  of 
nominating  our  worthy  President,  Bro. 
Hawley,  at  Detroit.  Bro.  Hawley  was 
unable  to  attend  the  funeral  on  account 
of  error  in  notifying  him  of  funeral 
being  Monday  at  9  a.  m.  and  changing 
it  to  Sunday  at  2  p.  m.  Worthy  Vice- 
President  James  C.  Connors  attended 
the  funeral  and  led  the  brothers  in 
their  last  walk  with  our  beloved 
brother.  Bro.  Fay  was  a  member  of 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Bagles,  as  well 
as  our  union.  Both  organizations 
marched  in  the  funeral  over  a  mile 
and  a  half  long,  and  will  ever  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  saw  it  The 
flowers  were  carried  by  boys  in  car- 
riages, and  our  banner  in  mourning 
by  four  injured  brothers,  who,  unable 
to  walk,  also  rode  in  a  carriage. 

Bro.  Bamett  of  Waco,  Tex.,  who  was 
at  Decatur,  on  hearing  of  death,  came 
to  Jollet  and  attended  the  funeral, 
Bro.  Fay  having  only  a  short  time  be- 
fore been  one  of  a  committee  who 
went  with  the  remains  of  Bro.  Ryan 
to  Decatur. 

Bro.  Fogarty  and  some  other  broth- 
ers of  South  Chicago  attended  the 
funeral,  as  well  as  brothers  from  Wau- 
kegan.  Coal  City,  Blue  Island,  and 
Chicago. 

I  have  been  requested  to  thank  Lodge 
No.  474,  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Train- 
men, also  friends  sending  flowers  from 
outside  cities. 

Bro.  Fay's  death  makes  the  second  in 
No.  3  in  one  month,  Bro.  Seebring  hav- 
ing met  the  same  fate,  having  been 
crushed  between  engine  and  car  oy 
draw-bar  shoving  In.  I  did  not  know 
of  Bro.  Seebrlng's  death  In  time  to  at- 
tend funeral,  and  in  his  death  No.  3 
loses  a  faithful  and  hard-working 
brother.  I  knew  Bra  Seebring  for 
years.  He  was  big  and  generous  to  a 
fault  I  can  truthfully  say  in  the  death 
of  these  two  brothers  it  will  be  a  hard 
blow  to  No.  3,  as  well  as  to  their  fam- 
ilies. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  extend  to 
the  families  of  deceased  brothers  the 
heartfelt  sympathy  of  all  who  knew 
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and  tored  them,  for  to  know  either  was 
to  love  him. 

No.  3  has  at  present  several  brothers 
hild  up  with  injuries,  no  lees  than  four 
being  on  the  relief  list  for  many 
months.  One  member.  Brother  Gard- 
ner, will  possibly  never  be  able  to  fol- 
low an  engine  a^n. 

The  steel  mills  are  only  partly  run- 
ning and  on  January  Ist  ahout  twelve 
engines  were  pulled  off.  Possibly,  by 
this  time  many  of  them  are  again 
working,  but  I  would  advise  brothers 
not  to  look  for  jobs  in  Joliet  at  present. 

Well,  brothers.  I  have  about  con- 
clnded,  and  with  a  lest  warning  to  keep 
your  dues  paid  promptly,  protect  and 
lore  your  ftunily  instead  of  using  your 
money  unwisely,  and  when  you  and  I 
are  called  we  will  be  missed  by  those 
we  leave  behind,  for  none  of  us  knows 
which  will  be  next  called.  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

W.  J.  Mason. 


JIM  FARLEVS  THUGS  FAIL 


St  Paul,  Mich. 

EDnoB  SwrroHMEN's  Joxtbnal: 

The  f61]ow1ng  letter  of  condolence 
was  drawn  up  at  No.  Si's  meeting 
January  1,  1908.  and  forwarded  to  Bro. 
J.  J.  Norris  on  the  death  of  his  little 
five-year-old  daughter: 

Dear  Brother — If  anything  could 
have  caused  us  especial  pain,  it  was 
the  news  of  your  sad  bereavement 

To  lose  such  a  promising  child  truly 
brings  a  deep  and  heavy  shadow,  but 
remember  that  light  sometime  will 
break  through,  and  there  will  be  a 
bappy  reunion  in  the  Great  Beyond. 

It  has»  indeed,  been  a  heavy  blow, 
and  we  scarcely  know  how  to  talk  of 
consolation  under  so  bitter  an  afflic- 
tion. But  think  of  One  who  careth  for 
ns  all,  and  Who  loves  little  children. 
He  has  prepared  a  bright  and  happy 
home  beyond  the  grave,  where  the 
spirit  of  your  child  will  wait  but  a 
short  time,  when  in  love  she  will  meet 
those  she  left  behind,  to  part  no  more. 

We  can  say  no  more.  Human  consol- 
ation is  weak.    May  God  bless  you  and 
yours  in  your  hour  of  sorrow  is  the 
wish    of   your   brothers    of    St.    Paul 
Lodge  No.  31  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
B.  W.  Stull, 
William  Bbabeck, 
E.  J.  Sullivan, 

Committee. 


Forced  Out  of  Philadelphia  Be- 
cause of  Public  Sentiment 


strike-breaker  James  Farley  has 
been  run  out  of  Philadelphia, 
where  he  maintained  in  one  of  that 
city's  swell  summer  parks  a  camp  of 
760  men,  picked  up  from  the  under- 
world of  the  cities  of  America. 

Farley  was  hired  by  the  Philadel- 
phia Transit  Company  to  "break"  a 
strike  that  never  took  place.  Accord- 
ing to  the  New  York  American,  this 
Farley  collected  750  fellows,  many  of 
whom  have  served  terms  in  state's 
prison  for  every  crime  known  from 
arson  to  burglary  and  back  again. 
Others  were  men  out  of  work  who 
were  deliberately  shanghaied  by  Far- 
ley's ex-convict  lieutenants,  loaded 
with  1t)ad  liquor  and  returning  con- 
sciousness found  them  in  a  Philadel- 
phia suburb  herded  like  cattle  in  a 
bull-pen,  closely  guarded,  ill-fed,  forced 
to  sleep  in  bunks  three-berths  high. 
If  they  protested  or  tried  to  escape, 
they  were  clubbed  and  driven  back 
even  when  they  declared  they  had 
been  fooled. 

President  Mahon  of  the  Amalga- 
mated Street  and  Electrical  Employes' 
Association,  President  Samuel  Gom- 
pers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  other  labor  leaders  so 
aroused  a  dormant  public  sentiment 
that  the  Traction  Company  was  noti- 
fied that  no  "Colorado  bull  pen"  would 
be  tolerated  in  Philadelphia,  so  Far- 
ley loaded  his  motley  crew  aboard 
three  special  trains  and  dumped  thero 
upon  the  taxpayers  of  New  York  City. 
— Michigan  Union  Advocate, 


Learning  is  to  the  mind  what  dress 
is  to  the  body,  useful  and  ornamental. 


Prosperity  has  the  qualities  of  the 
water  of  Lethe — they  who  taste  of  it 
forget  themselves. 


The  actions  of  men  are  like  the 
index  of  a  book;  they  point  out  what 
is  most  remarkable  in  them. 


Ingratitude  is  a  poison  of  so  deleter 
ious  a  nature  that  it  even  destroys  the 
very  bosom  in  which  it  harbors. 
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THE    LADIES'   AUXILIARY 
TO    THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


Dukith,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

While  the  old  year  has  been  drawing 
to  a  close  and  we  have  had  time  to  re- 
flect upon  what  we  have  done  or 
neglected  during  the  past  year,  we  are 
naturally  led,  in  summing  up,  to  ask 
whether  we  have  indeed  become  that 
for  which  we  stand,  ''a  true  auxiliary 
to  the  Switchmen's  Union?" 

In  looking  over  the  correspondence 
contained  in  the  ladies'  department  of 
your  valuable  Journal,  I  find  that 
card  playing,  dancing  and  occasional 
musical  programs  seem  to  have  taken 
up  the  time  of  the  sisters  at  their  vari- 
ous lodge  meetings.  While  such  purely 
social  functions  of  our  lodges  may  be 
enjoyable  and  beiieflcial  in  providing 
a  change  and  rest  from  labors  and  in 
bringing  our  members  together  in 
greater  numbers,  it  seems  to  me  that 
pleasure  should  not  be  made  the 
primary  object  of  our  assemblies.  Pure 
pleasure  is  not  the  only  end  we  should 
have  in  view;  rather  should  our  best 
efforts  be  directed  to  bringing  about 
such  conditions  that  the  performance 
of  all  our  labors  and  duties  may  be  at- 
tended with  pleasure  and  result  in 
suitable  provisions  for  our  sustenance, 
comfort  and  intellectual  development, 
as  well  as  for  our  recreations. 

That  our  auxiliaries  may  be  true  aids 
in  the  work  for  which  the  Switchmen's 
Union  is  established  they  must  be 
means  of  helpfulness  as  well  as  of 
pleasure.  We  shall  never  attain  the 
dignity  of  being  a  strong  and  useful 
body  unless  we  think  and  act,  as  well 
as  dance  and  play  and  sing.  In  the 
struggle  in  which  the  male  members 
of  our  order  are  engaged,  whose  efforts 
to  provide  for  our  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment leave  them  little  time  to  devote 
to  study  and  mental  development,  we 
owe  them  the  duty  of  informing  our- 
selves as  to  existing  conditions  which 
affect  them  to  discover  the  cause  of 
their  difficulties  and  dangers  and  to 
put  into  operation  plans  which,  after 


due  deliberation,  seem  best  fitted  to 
render  their  labors  same,  effective,  re- 
munerative and  satisfactory  to  them 
and  to  us.  We  need  to  exercise  thought, 
which  in  action  is  the  greatest  force, 
if  we  would  properly  assist  in  carry- 
ing out  the  purposes  of  the  order.  As- 
sured of  the  justice  of  the  cause  we 
have  espoused,  we  cannot  be  too  en- 
ergetic in  exercising  all  our  talents  to 
build  up  our  various  bodies,  make  them 
the  exponents  of  truth,  justice,  equality 
and  liberty,  and  in  helping  to  regu- 
late their  activities  so  that  they  will 
not  encroach  upon  the  rational  liberty 
of  their  own  members  and  those  who 
come  under  their  influence.  Well 
knowing  the  many  difficulties  and 
dangers  which  the  switchmen  have  to 
undergo,  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  should 
determine  to  unite  with  them  in  all 
their  laudable  efforts  to  improve  their 
condition  and  ensure  their  safety. 
They  should  be  helpmates  in  the  true 
sense  and  not  make  of  our  organiza- 
tion a  means  of  promoting  our  own 
selfish  interests  and  pleasures  alone. 
These  lodges  give  us  the  opportunity 
of  developing,  comparing  and  sys- 
tematizing our  thoughts  and  setting 
forth  our  conclusions  to  be  adopted 
and  executed  if  found  desirable.  Be- 
lieving that  passion,  prejudice  and 
fear  are  the  greatest  of  our  oppressors, 
and  ignorance  the  greatest  barrier  to 
our  success,  we  should  endeavor  to 
soothe  passion,  remove  prejudice,  dis- 
pel fear  and  urge  the  attainment  of 
knowledge.  Because  the  waste  of 
energy  by  its  misdirection  causes  In- 
finite loss  to  the  laborer  and  to  the 
world,  we  would  assistin  providing 
means  to  prevent  such  waste.  Intel- 
ligent, unselfish  and  united  workmen 
need  no  masters,  but  their  power  be- 
comes greatly  weakened  when  dissen- 
tions  exist  among  them  and,  in  har- 
monizing differences  and  adjusting  con- 
troversies women  may,  if  they  will, 
exert  a  great  Infiuence  and  become 
worthy  auxiliaries.  To  act  thus  they 
may  study  deeply,  judge  rationally,  ad- 
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vise  impartially  and  lend  the  Influence 
which  their  personality,  their  tender 
love  and  deep  sympathy  can  impose 
upon  the  rich  and  the  poor»  the  high 
and  the  low,  the  ruler  and  the  ruled. 
With  the  home  as  our  primary  school 
we  may  easily  advance  to  a  higher 
grade  and  to  hroader  knowledge  in 
our  lodges,  where  all  matters  of  in- 
terest to  our  order  may  he  considered, 
plans  laid  and  means  for  their  execu- 
tion provided. 

Sisters,  in  this  new  year  let  us  get 
together  in  the  work  of  forming  new 
lodges,  increasing  the  membership  and 
attendance  of  those  already  formed, 
and  in  laying  out  such  programs  to 
be  carried  out  at  our  assemblies  as 
shall  be  both  pleasing  and  profitable, 
ever  bearing  in  mind  the  object  of  our 
existence  as  lodges  and  stimulating 
each  other  in  the  work  of  strengthen- 
our  union  and  promoting  the 
best  interests  of  every  member  there- 
of. Let  our  slogan  for  the  new  year 
be  more  new  lodges  and  more  mem- 
bers, so  that  at  our  next  convention  we 
will  be  able  to  better  our  benefits  and 
bring  our  order  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 
Wishing  all  the  brothers  of  the  S.  U. 
and  sisters  of  the  Auxiliary  a  happy 
and  prosperous  new  year,  I  am, 
Fraternally, 

Barbara  M.  Stand, 
Grand  Mistress. 

317  B.  Ist  Street,  Duluth,  Minn. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Bntos  SwrroHKBN's  Joxtsnal: 

Well,  brothers  and  sisters,  as  election 
and  installation  of  oflicers  are  over 
witii  and  we  now  are  ready  for  busi- 
ness for  1908,  I  hope  that  we  do  as 
good  this  year  as  we  did  last  year. 
Sunday  night  we  installed  our  officers, 
and  after  lodge  adjourned  we  set  tables 
and  invited  the  brothers  in  to  eat 
lonch  with  us.  Everyone  left  saying 
he  had  a  fine  time.  Bro.  Steele 
thanked  the  ladies  for  the  interest 
they  take  in  the  brothera 

Well,  sisters,  it  looks  like  the  K.  C. 
ladies  are  doing  all  the  writing.  I 
would  like  to  see  a  letter  from  all  the 
lodges.  Sunflihine  would  like  to  know 
if  Tube  City  Lodge  has  a  Journal 
ag^t?  I  would  like  to  see  something 
from  there,  as  I  used  to  know  lots  of 
railroad  boys  there. 


We  have  lots  of  sickness  here.  Bro. 
Tobin  has  been  sick«  but  is  able  to  be 
out.  Sister  Blacket  has  been  sick,  but 
was  reported  convalescent  and  I  hope 
she  will  be  with  us  in  a  few  meetings. 
Brother  and  Sister  McGrath  have  the 
sympathy  of  all  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  the  loss  of  their  dear  child, 
Frances,  iMsed  ten  years.  She  died 
January  13th.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Mount  Washington  cemetery.  The 
Rev.  Hunter  spoke  very  nicely  and 
encouraged  our  brother  and  sister  to 
bear  their  burden. 

Well,  Sister  Chubby,  I  think  that  the 
officers  of  No.  17  can  hold  their  own 
as  well  as  anyone  else;  they  have  done 
their  duty  before,  and  I  think  can  do 
the  same  this  year,  for  we  intend  to 
work  hard.  But  as  when  you  liken  us 
to  the  hero  of  Pompeii  I  don't  think 
you  would  stand  guard  if  a  fire  broke 
out  And  I  know  Sister  Janes.,  our 
guard,  would  be  first  down  the  steps. 
As  to  some  of  the  sisters  grunting 
about  what  they  do,  I  think  that  they 
would  rather  grunt  than  knock,  as 
some  others  do. 

Brother  and  Sister  Sheely  have  the 
sympathy  of  all  in  the  death  of  their 
mother,  Sister  Mary  Sheely,  who  Joined 
our  order  and  was  a  member  only  one 
month  when  she  died.  We  were  sorry 
she  was  not  in  the  order  longer,  so  the 
Insurance  would  have  been  effective. 
I  hope  we  will  be  strong  enough  soon 
so  that  we  won't  have  to  wait  the  six 
months  to  receive  the  benefits. 

Well,  sisters,  this  is  to  be  my  last 
letter,  and  I  expect  some  are  glad  of 
it.  We  will  elect  a  new  Journal  agent 
at  the  next  meeting. 

I  think  our  worthy  Mistress  Clark 
and  Sister  Rice  ou^ht  to  get  great 
praise  for  the  success  of  our  ball.  It 
was  a  success,  considering  the  hard 
times.  We  cleared  $71.25.  We  are 
going  to  hold  our  annual  banquet  on 
February  10th.  All  S.  U.  brothers  and 
their  families  are  invited. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Sunshine. 


Begin  your  life-work  betimes.  It  is 
sad  to  be  sowing  your  seed  when  you 
should  be  reaping  your  harvest 


Life  never  rises  any  higher  than  the 
belief.  The  man  who  believes  wrong 
will  behave  wrong. 
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Chicago,  Hi 

Editob  Switohmen's  Joubnal: 

The  annual  election  and  Installation 
of  officers  of  Calumet  Lodge  No.  15 
L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  have  been  held 
since  any  item  appeared  in  the  Joub- 
nal from  this  lodge,  and  as  I  have 
been  appointed  Joubnal  agent,  I  will 
try  and  chronicle  events  up  to  date. 

The  officers  were  installed  at  the  first 
meeting  in  January,  by  Sister  Mary 
Deveny  of  White  Carnation  Lodge, 
Hammond,  Ind.,  and  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks  was  given  the  sister  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  she  performed 
her  duty.  The  officers  installed  were: 
Mistress,  Mrs.  Alice  McAlheny;  vice- 
mistress,  Mrs.  Jennie  Sine;  past- 
mistress,  Mrs.  J.  Kraenbaum;  secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Barbara  Robinson;  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Anna  Olsen;  chaplain,  Mrs. 
Carrie  Myers;  conductress,  Mrs.  Mar- 
grette  McCumpsie;  guard.  Mrs.  Isa- 
bella Meno;  directors,  Mra  Margaret 
Barrett,  Mrs.  Mildred  Wiltsie,  and 
Mrs.  Alma  Stone. 

Mrs.  Mary  Dickson  was  appointed 
pianist  for  the  coming  year. 

After  the  Installation  the  members 
and  visitors  retired  to  the  dining-room 
where  a  sumptuous  repast  was  in- 
dulged in,  and  a  good  time  had  until 
the  evening  hours  called  the  members 
home.  But  this  good  time  is  nothing 
new  to  the  members  of  Calumet  Lodge, 
because  they  always  have  an  enjoyable 
time,  no  matter  where  or  when  the 
lodge  convenes. 

Last  Wednesday  the  members,  to  a 
unit,  went  to  the  home  of  their 
mistress,  Sister  McAlheny,  and  it  was 
a  genuine  surprise,  as  Sister  McAlheny 
had  not  the  slightest  news  of  their 
coming.  To  attest  to  the  popularity  of 
our  mistress,  the  lodge  not  only  pre- 
sented her  with  a  gift,  as  a  body,  but 
each  member  remembered  her  individ- 
ually. At  the  surprise  the  lodge  had 
another  of  Its  enjoyable  times. 

Since  our  last  writing  Sister  Austin 
has  contributed  her  mite  to  Chicago's 
growing  population  by  adding  another 
little  switchman  to  her  family. 

We  had  barely  got  through  congratu- 
la;ting  Sister  Austin  when  our  hearts 
were  saddened  by  the  news  of  the 
death  of  Brother  and  Sister  Bushman's 
eleven-year-old  daughter.  A  great 
many  of  the  sisters  showed  their  sym- 


pathy by  attending  the  funeral,  and 
while  many  were  deterred  from  going 
by  the  ever-prevailing  grip,  their  sym- 
pathy was  no  less  sincere. 

We  have  been  initiating  new  mem 
bers  at  almost  every  meeting,  but  we 
have  plenty  ot  chairs  for  more  mem- 
bers. I  am  positive  if  the  switchmen's 
wives,  in  or  near  our  vicinity,  knew  of 
the  benefit  in  joining  our  auxiliary, 
our  application  cards  would  be  ea^rly 
sought  for. 

When  you  join  other  societies,  there 
is  apt  to  be  too  much  caste  amon^  the 
members,  but  here  we  have  no  social 
status  oUier  than  switchmen's  wives^ 
daughters,  sisters,  or  mothers. 

Another  thing,  we  hear  a  great  many 
ladies  would  join  were  it  not  for  fear 
of  having  to  perform  terrible  stunts  in 
being  initiated.  Ladies,  do  not  fear  the 
initiation.  We  are  all  women,  with 
women's  feelings,  and  will  not  liarm  a 
hair  in  your  head.  But,  right  here  I 
warn  you  to  pay  no  heed  to  the  tales 
your  men  folks  tell  about,  when  they 
prophesy  dire  calamities  that  will  be- 
fall you  when  initiated.  Almost  every 
member  has  been  foretold  of  mjeter- 
ious  things  they  will  have  to  do,  by 
the  male  part  of  their  families.  Pay 
no  attention  to  them,  but  come  and  see. 

Again,  the  switchmen  need  not  be 
afraid  to  let  their  wives  join,  for  fear 
of  these  wives  becoming  more  learned 
in  governing  said  husbands,  as  only 
the  virtues  of  men  are  ever  discussed. 
So  I  hope  the  brothers  will  help  us 
add  to  our  membership  by  urging  their 
wives,  sisters,  mothers  or  daughters  to 
join.  It  was  only  at  one  of  our  late 
meetings  that  two  of  our  members* 
daughters  joined. 

Hoping  that  by  the  time  I  write 
again  we  shall  have  more  new  mem- 
bers, I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to 
the  brothers  and  sisters  for  the  coining 
year.         Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J.. 

Jbnnib  Sink. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

EorroB  Swttchmkn's  Joubnal: 

As  it  has  been  a  long  time  since 
there  was  anything  in  the  pink  bool- 
from  Fern  Lodge  No.  29,  I  will  let  you 
all  know  how  we  are  getting  alons- 

We  elected  and  installed  the  follow- 
ing officers :  Margaret  Half ee,  m  ist  r ess : 
Gertrude  Stanton,  past-mistress;  Anna 
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Kordon,  Tice-mistresB;  Lida  Stanton, 
chaplain;  Ottila  Byrnes,  treasurer; 
Anna  MoClements,  secretary;  Minnie 
LAwrence,  conductress;  Anna  Bovere, 
g:uard;  Jennie  McDonald,  Anna  Gor- 
man. Hulda  Hughes,  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

We  are  going  to  give  a  card  party 
and  dance  January  23d,  and  also  dis- 
pose of  a  quilt  that  night  that  the  sis- 
ters have  been  making.  We  hope  this 
card  party  wlU  be  as  big  a  success  as 
the  one  we  gave  at  Bro.  Kelley's  home. 

Sister  Willis  and  Sister  Birege  have 
both  been  on  the  sick  list  Both  had 
grained  ankles,  but  are  getting  along 
very  nicely. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  with  best 
wishes  for  the  L.  A.  and  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

JouKNAL  Agent  Fkbn  Lodge  No.  29. 


Minneapolis^  Minn. 

fiSorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

liODS  ere  this  reaches  you,  the  old 
year  will  have  passed  with  all  its 
pleasures,  sorrows  and  pains,  and  the 
new  will  be  ushered  in.  and  what  of 
the  old?  Have  we  let  It  pass  without 
any  credits  opposite  the  debtor  page 
in  the  great  book  of  Life?  I  trust  not. 
Speaking  of  my  own  and  the  ex- 
perience of  Gk)lden  Rod  Lodge  No.  3,  I 
feel  that  we  can  come,  not  with  empty 
hands,  but  bringing  in  the  sheaves. 
Not  that  we  can  boast  of  as  large  a 
membership  as  we  would  like,  but  we 
have  reasons  to  be  proud  of  the  few 
tried  and  true  who  have  proven  them- 
selves loyal  workers  to  the  interest  of 
our  lodge.  We  have  tried  to  carry  out 
the  cardinal,  principles  of  our  ^rder, 
by  administering  to  the  sick  and  needy, 
and  by  trying  to  dispel  the  gloom  in 
homes  of  our  brothers  and  sisters 
where  death  has  entered. 

Now,  welcome,  glad  New  Year,  bring, 
ing  with  you  all  that  is  in  store  for 
us.  and  we  will  take  our  burdens,  also 
bear  those  of  others,  and  accept  the 
Joys  and  pleasures  of  life  as  they  are 
given  to  us.  When  we  have  done  with 
the  lodge  work  here,  we  hope  to  hear 
the  Supreme  voice  saying,  "Come  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father  and  enter  into 
the  joys  of  thy  God." 

Mas.  Laura  Caret. 


Riches  and  care  are  as  inseparable 
as  sun  and  shadow. 


Buffalo,  N/Y. 

Bditob  SwrrcHMEN's  Journal: 

On  Thursday  evening,  January  2d, 
the  following  officers  of  Queen  City 
Lodge  No.  6  were  installed  by  Mrs. 
Anna  Welch,  member  of  the  Grand 
Board  of  Directors:  Mistress,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Lewis;  past-mistress,  Mrs.  Jen- 
nie Fisher;  vice-mistress,  Sara  T. 
Jackson;  secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  Walsh; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Margaret  Daly;  chap- 
lain, Mrs.  Mary  .Coffee;  conductress, 
Nellie  Redhead;  guard,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Ryan;  board  of  directors,  Mrs.  Mary 
Tyler,  Mrs.  Amelia  Dougherty,  Mrs. 
Minnie  Keopen. 

After  the  installation.  Sister  Jack- 
son, our  Grand  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, presented  retiring  Mistress  Jen- 
nie Fisher  with  a  beautiful  silver  tea 
set,  and  retiring  Past  Mistress  Mrs. 
Anna  Welch  with  a  silver  fruit  dish, 
and  the  retiring  secretary,  Kathryn 
Callahan,  with  a  very  pretty  bracelet, 
as  tokens  of  the  appreciation  of  the 
lodge  for  their  good  work  during  the 
past  two  years.  These  sisters  were 
much  surprised,  but  responded  in  well- 
chosen  words.  A  banquet  was  served 
by  the  newly-installed  officers,  and  all 
spent  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

No.  6  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condi- 
tion, as  many  new  members  have  been 
added  recently.  If  all  the  members 
would  make  an  effort  to  pay  up  their 
dues  this  month,  we  would  have  the 
largest  lodge  in  the  order,  but  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City  lodges  are  now  ahead 
of  us.  Wake  up,  sisters,  and  get  some 
new  members  to  Join.   • 

The  fourth  annual  ball  given  by 
Queen  City  Lodge.  Wednesday  evening, 
January  22d,  at  Conley's  Hall,  was  a 
decided  success,  but  there  were  many 
brothers  and  their  families  whom  we 
expected  to  see  missing.  All  were  dis- 
appointed to  learn  that  Grand  Presi- 
dent  Hawley  was  called  to  Chicago  at 
that  time  and  unable  to  be  present,  but 
Grand  Secretary  Welch  and  Sister 
Welch,  member  of  our  Grand  Board, 
led  the  grand  march,  and  they  certain- 
ly did  fine.  We  were  disappointed  that 
the  editor  of  the  Journal  was  not 
present,  but  we  suppose  he  was  too 
busy. 

The  members  of  the  arrangement 
committee  wish  to  extend  their  thanks 
to  Bro.  W.  Lewis  of  Lodge  No.  209, 
who  assisted  us  greatly  by  acting  as 
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door  commitlee.  and  Bro8.  Thomas 
Coffee  of  Lodge  No.  201.  Charles  Sutor 
of  Lodge  No.  99,  Daniel  Maloney  of 
Lodge  No.  226,  and  D.  Ryan  of 'Lodge 
No.  220,  for  their  kind  assistance  on 
the  floor  committee.  Several  of  the 
other  brothers  were  expected  to  act  on 
this  committee,  but  overtime  overtook 
them  and  they  failed  to  get  there,  but 
Bro.  Cannon  was  more  happily  ens^ged 
on  a  little  trip  about  that  time,  so  we 
excused  him. 

Lodge  No.  221  held  a  very  successful 
ball  Wednesday  evening,  January  16th, 
and  all  present  had  a  fine  time,  at  least 
the  writer  did.  But  we  hope  next  year 
our  Buffalo  brothers  will  hold  their 
usual  union  ball,  and  I  and  many 
others  believe  it  would  prove  the  most 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  Think 
this  suggestion  over,  brothers,  and  you 
will  find  I  am  not  alone  In  thinking 
this  way. 

We  understand  our  brothers  of 
Lodge  No.  226  are  to  hold  a  leap  year 
dance  February  21st  or  thereabouts.  I 
think  there  are  a  numt>er  of  single 
eligible  young  men  in  this  lodge,  and 
maybe  they  have  a  purpose  In  holding 
a  dance  of  this  kind.  We  wish  them 
luck,  if  such  is  the  case. 

ESmpire  Lodge  No.  39  gave  their 
members  and  friends  a  gpood  time  at 
their  public  installation,  and  the  lunch 
served  during  Intermission  was  fine. 

We  were  sorry  to  learn  of  the  death 
of  the  little  daughter  of  Sister 
McGrath,  treasurer  of  Lodge  No.  17. 
Kansas  City,  but  we  never  know  to 
which  of  us  sorrow  will  come  next.  A 
number  of  our  sisters  have  been  re- 
ported ill  in  various  cities,  but  we 
hope  to  learn  of  their  speedy  recovery. 

I  imagine  I  hear  some  of  the  sisters 
say.  "Tessle  is  Just  as  long-winded  as 
ever,"  so  I  won't  impose  too  much  on 
the  good  nature  of  the  editor  this 
jnonth.  so  will  dose.  Tessie. 


Detroit,  Mich. 

'Editor  Swtfchmen's  Journal: 

As  Detroit  Lodge  No.  32  L.  A.  to  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.,  Is  a  new  lodge  and  has 
never  had  a  piece  in  the  Journal,  I 
will  try  my  hand  at  writing  one,  hop- 
ing it  will  not  And  Its  way  to  the 
wastebasket 

We  have  taken  in  from  one  to  three 
members  at  nearly  every  meeting  and 


we  hope  to  continue,  for  we  want  to 
try  and  build  up  as  large  an  auxiliary 
as  we  can.  and  for  the  large  num- 
ber of  men  that  belong  to  Detroit  odge 
No.  13  we  ought  to  have  more  womea 
In  our  auxiliary. 

We  elected  new  officers  at  our  first 
regular  meeting  in  December  as  fol- 
lows: Mistress,  Sister  Rumney;  past- 
mistress.  Sister  Padgett;  vice-mistress. 
Sister  Hewitt;  secretary.  Sister 
Stubbs;  treasurer,  Sister  Blssell;  chap- 
lain, Sister  Rhoades;  conductress,  Sis- 
ter Kelley;  guard.  Sister  Leonard; 
board  of  directors,  Sisters  Whiteman. 
Moroney  and   Fitzgerald. 

I  hope  the  sisters  will  all  strive  to 
do  their  best  towards  getting  new 
members. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Member. 


East  St.  Louis,  ill. 

E«DiTOR  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Fearing  you  might  think  White  Rose 
Lodge  No.  27  among  the  lost,  I  will 
tell  you  a  few  things  to  convince  you 
that,  though  slightly  disfigured,  we're 
stll]  doing  business. 

On  Thursday  evening,  Jan.  2d,  Thos. 
E.  Canty  Lodge  No.  192,  Victory  Lodge 
No.  16  and  White  Rose  Lodge  No.  27 
gave  a  joint  installation.  We  invited 
all  the  switchmen  and  their  wives  and 
daughters.  Talk  about  being  sur- 
prised, why  the  hall  was  not  large 
enough  to  hold  them. 

I  met  men  I  never  knew  belong  to 
the  Switchmen's  Union  and  wives, 
daughters  and  sisters  I  had  no  idea 
ever  existed.  Now,  brothers,  between 
you  and  me,  don't  you  think  the  aux* 
lliary  the  place  for  them?  We  are 
not  the  old  gossiping  crowd  someone 
said  we  were.  I  surely  think  we  proved 
that  We  are  banded  together  for  a 
social  purpose  as  well  as  a  beneficial 
one.  Don't  you  think  if  you  were  sick, 
or  the  angel  of  Death  entered  your 
home  and  took  one  of  your  loved  one^ 
away,  you  would  rather  see  an  aux- 
iliary lady  come  to  your  home  and 
take  an  interest  in  what  was  to  be 
done,  than  to  have  a  stranger  filled 
with  curiosity  prying  into  your  af- 
fairs? That  is  exactly  what  we  do. 
We  want  you  to  consider  us  one  large 
family  and  don't  be  afraid  to  ask  for 
assistance  from  us.  It  will  surely  be 
granted. 
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Now,  if  you  have  a  wife,  mother, 
sister  or  daughter  who  is  not  a  mem- 
ber waste  no  time  in  sending  in  her 
application.  Don't  stop  at  that,  see 
that  she  is  a  full-fledged  member  be- 
fore another  month  goes  by  and  I'll 
assure  you  you  won't  regret  it. 

Back  to  the  installation.  Our  Fourth 
Grand  Vice-President.  W.  H.  Burt  of 
St.  Louis,  acted  ae  installing  officer. 
He  performed  his  duty  well  and  gave 
us  a  nice  little  talk  which  will  long 
be  remembered.  A  prosperous  year  to 
you.  Bro.  Burt,  and  may  you  win  suc- 
cess without  any  obstacles  to  over- 
come. 

The  officers  of  White  Rose  No.  27 
who  were  installed  are  as  follows: 
Mistress,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Brown;  past-mis- 
tress, Mrs.  Lizzie  White;  vice-mistress, 
Mrs.  Minnie  Donahue;  secretary,  Miss 
Irene  Bnvin;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Alice 
Harsh;  chaplain,  Mrs.  Fannie  Dough- 
ty; conductress,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Harring- 
ton; guard,  Mrs.  Nellie  Battis;  board 
of  directors,  Mrs.  Anna  Gorman,  Mrs. 
Mattie  Beasley,  Mrs.   Ellen  Envin. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  installation 
ceremony  all  present  were  asked  to 
partake  of  a  sumptous  banquet  which 
was  spread  in  the  dining-room.  From 
the  few  scraps  that  remained  I  think 
all  ate  heartily  and  enjoyed  it  too. 
After  supper  we  danced  squares  and 
reels  and  the  wee  sma'  hours  found  all 
loading  up  on  owl  cars  for  home. 
Everybody  looked  happy.  Come  again, 
folks,    you   are   welcome. 

Well,  I  think  I  had  beter  leave  space 
for  some  one  else.  My  regards  to  Mrs. 
M.  R.  Welsh.  Tessie  write  to  us,  we 
are  lonesome. 

Best  wishes  to  We-e-11  ft  the  Mrs.  of 
Buffalo,  I  close,  wishing  all  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  a  year  of  plenty,  I  re- 
main.       Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

The  Talkeb. 


Jackson,  Mich. 

EiDiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

^With  the  greatest  pleasure  I  again 
inform  the  sisters  that  we  are  flour- 
ishing and  doing  fine. 

At  our  regular  meeting  in  January 
we  installed  our  officers  for  the  com- 
ing: year,  Sister  Bell  DeLamaled  being 
Installing  officer. 

After  our  officers  were  duly  installed 
we    cleared  the  room  and  lunch  was 


spread  for  about  seventy-five.  I  think 
by  the  way  the  sisters  grabbed  on  to 
the  arm  of  the  different  brothers,  it 
was  more  like  a  leap  year  party. 

I  tell  you,  between  Brothers  Alton 
and  Hasbruck,  and  Sister  Reinhart,  the 
tables  were  well  cleared  and  not  much 
left  for  Uie  committee.  I  saw  the  next 
day  Bro.  Hasbruck  was  uuable  to 
work  and  Sister  Reinhart  found  her 
way  to  the  doctor's  office.  A  motion 
was  made  and  supported  that  Brothers 
Hasbruck  and  Alton  and  Sister  Rein- 
hart would  wait  on  table  at  our  next 
lunch. 

OtTr  social  club  is  still  on  the  move 
and  we  certainly  have  dandy  times  at 
the  different  homes.  Our  last  meeting 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  Mary 
Alton.  I  can  taste  those  sandwiches 
and  coffee  now,  they  were  simply  de- 
licious. I  don't  think  Sister  Agnes 
Sanders  let  any  go  to  waste. 

Well,  brothers  and  sisters,  if  I  don't 
sidetrack  you  will  all  fall  asleep  read- 
ing my  letter. 

Wishing  all  brothers  and  sisters  the 
best  of  success,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Union  Wife. 


Council  Bluffs^  la. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  has  been  some  time  since  we  have 
seen  anything  in  the  Joubnal  from 
No.  6,  but  they  are  getting  along 
nicely,  taking  in  quite  a  few  new  mem- 
bers. Some  of  them  have  turned  from 
the  Trainmen's  order  and  got  in  where 
they  belong. 

I  am  glad  to  tell  all  the  brothers 
that  the  Milwaukee  yard  here  has  a 
new  yardmaster.  Mr.  Frank  Colburn, 
a  young  man  of  good  habits  and 
capable  of  holding  the  position.  He 
has  been  a  S.  U.  man  ever  since  he  was 
old  enough  to  belong  to  that  good 
order.  He  has  been  in  Chicago  a  num- 
ber of  times  for  the  S.  U.«  and  is  a 
great  worker  for  that  order.  We  all 
extend  our  best  wishes  to  Mr.  Colbum 
in  his  new  work.  Mr.  Kendall,  the  for- 
mer yardmaster,  has  taken  a  position 
with  the  Union  Pacific.  The  men  of 
the  yard  presented  him  with  a  Turkish 
chair  in  remembrance  of  his  kindness 
to  them  while  3^rdmaster. 

Bro.  Butler  is  off  duty  with  a  bad 
cut  on  his  ear,  which  he  received  while 
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acting  as  night  yardmaster  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Bro.  Brigamen,  who  was  away 
on  a  wedding  trip.  We  hope  Bro.  But- 
ler will  soon  be  back  in  the  3^rd,  as 
Bro.  Brigamen  is  home  and  on  duty 
again.  We  extend  best  wishes  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brigamen,  and  hope  they  may 
have  a  long  and  happy  life,  and  that 
their  troubles  may  be  little  ones. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  Bro.  H.  B. 
Wycoft  was  arrested  for  blocking  a 
crossing  for  thirty  minutes,  and  taken 
to  Jail,  but  he  soon  called  Bro.  Col- 
bum,  who  hurried  to  the  jail  and 
bailed  him  out.  Bro.  Wyooff  is  feeling 
rather  cross. 

Let  us  hear  from  some  of  the  broth- 
ers in  our  next  Joxtbnal. 

Bro.  King  has  forgotten  to  say 
something,  Bro.  Andrew  Sharkey  is 
a  good  talker,  why  not  put  a  few  lines 
in  the  JouBNAL? 

Well,  if  this  don't  go  to  the  waste- 
basket,  and  I  don't  get  killed  for  send- 
ing this  letter  to  the  Journal  agent, 
I  will  try  again. 

A  Switchman's  Wifb. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Toledo,  O.,  Jan.  9. 

On  January  9,  at  the  regular  meeting 
of  Toledo  Lodge  No.  14  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  call  unto  everlasting 
life  the  beloved  brother  (John)  of  our 
worthy  and  esteemed  brothers,  H.  P. 
and  H.  Land  weir,  who  on  New  Year's 
Day  met  an  untimely  death  while  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties  as  brake 
man  for  L.  S.  ft  M.  S.  Railroad,  and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  of 
this  bright  young  life  from  his  beloved 
home  leaves  a  vacant  place  and  sad  re- 
membrance in  the  hearts  of  his  father, 
mother,  sisters  and  brothers;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sin- 
cere sympathy  in  their  great  affliction 
and  bereavement;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  family,  one  to 
the  JoxJBNAL  for  publication,  and  a 
copy  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our 
lodge.  S.  A.  Pelton, 

Best  Habuon, 
Jno.  J.  Dean, 

Committee. 


Grand  RAPn>s,  Mich.,  Dec.  22. 
At  a  regular  meeting  of  Union  Lodge 
No.  80,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  brother.  J.  T.  Mc- 
Cormlck,  who  was  fatally  injured 
while  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
on  the  night  of  Nov.  2d,  resulting  in 
his  death  later  on;   and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  from 
our  midst  of  this  brother  leaves  a  va- 
cancy and  a  shadow  tliat  will  be  deeply 
realized  by  all  members  of  this  union. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,   That  with  deep  sirmpathy 
for  the  wife  and  aged  parents  of  our 
departed  brother  we  express  our  hope 
that  in  60  great  a  loss  to  us  all  may 
be  overruled   for   good   by   Him    who 
doeth  all  things  well ;  and  be  it  farther 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  placed  on  the  minutes   of 
this  meeting,  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
wife  of  our  brother,  and  a  copy  to  the 
Journal  for  publication,  and  our  char- 
ter be  draped  for  a  period  of  30  dayii. 
Chas.  EomGEB, 
Jos.  H.  Soovtllk, 
M.  B.  Danewbubq, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Clipper 
Lodge  No.  74,  held  Dec.  22,  1907.  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to 
take  from  us  Brother  Herman  L. 
Shure,  who  was  accidentally  drowned 
in  Michigan  City  harbor  Oct.  27,  1907. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his  wife 
and  his  brothers  and  sister  and  many 
friends  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their 
sad  hour;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  drape  our  charter 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  30  days, 
and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  minutes,  and  a  copy 
sent  to  his  wife,  and  a  copy  sent  to  tlie 
Journal  for  publication. 

P.  W.  Wilson, 
E.  O.  Kaser, 
B.  Sadenwatteb, 

Committee. 
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MnnfEAPOLis,  Minn.,  Dec.  22. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Min- 
neapolis Lodge  No.  30,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Whkbxas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  our  midst  Brother 
Wm.  H.  Koening,  who  was  killed  on 
the  Bast  Side  G.  N.  yard  Friday,  Dec. 
13th,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties;   and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Brother 
Koening  Lodge  No.  30  has  lost  a  wor- 
thy memher  and  his  wife  a  loying  hus- 
band.   Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved wife  and  family  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  this  their  sad  bereave- 
ment, and  may  the  Lord  in  His  infinite 
wisdom  ever  watch  over  and  assist  the 
widow  and  family  in  distress;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  in  respect  to  our  de- 
parted brother  our  charter  be  draped 
for  30  days,  that  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family 
and  a  copy  spread  on  our  minutes,  and 
one  sent  to  the  Journal  for  publica- 
tion. 

Miles  S.  Botle, 
A.  E.  Parker. 

H.    M.    SULLIVAW, 

Committee. 


Kansas  Oitt,  Mo.,  Jan.  16. 

Resolutions  adopted  by  Golden  Rule 
Lodge  No.  17.  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.: 

With  our  heads  bowed  low  in  hum- 
ble submission  to  the  Great  Ruler  of 
the  universe,  we  announce  the  death 
of  Frances,  only  child  of  our  beloved 
treasurer,  Sister  Inez  McGrath.  With 
8a<Vlened  hearts  we  mourn  with  her 
the  loss  of  her  little  darling,  who  made 
that  now  saddened  home  so  bright  and 
cheerful.     Therefore  be  it 

Resolvedf  That  we  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved ones  our  deep  sympathy;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  Ihi 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  lodge, 
and  a  copy  sent  to  the  parents,  and 
one  to  the  Journal  for  publication. 

Mrs.  Katharikb  Riok, 
Mrs.  Ltda  Morgan, 
Mrs.  Ellen  Krouss, 
Committee. 


Kansas  Crrr,  Mo.,  Jan.  18. 
The     following     resolutions     were 
adopted  at  the  last  regular  meeting  of 
Golden  Rule  Lodge  No.  17,  L.  A.  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  call  from  our  midst  one 
of  our  esteemed  members,  Sister  Mary 
Sheely,  and 

Whereas,  Her  death  comes  as  a 
great  loss  and  bereavement  to  the  sor- 
rowing family  and  friends.  Therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  lodge  extend  its 
heartfelt  sirmpathy  in  this  their  dark- 
est hour  of  affliction;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  lodge, 
and  our  charter  draped  in  mourning 
for  a  period  of  30  days,  and  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  be- 
reaved family,  and  one  to  the  Journal 
for  publication. 
"And  when  she  parted  from  this  life 

Her  sufferings  all  did  cease. 
The  wish  of  all  her  dear  friends  is. 
That  her  soul  may  rest  in  peace." 
Mrs.  Katharine  Rice, 
Mrs.  Maud  Mielke, 
Mrs.  Carrie  Burgess, 
Committee, 


JouET,  111.,  Jan.  6. 
The     following     resolutions     were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Joliet 
Lodge  No.  3  S.  U.  N.  A.,  Jan.  3d: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  us  Brother  Matt  Fay, 
who  was  killed  Dec.  27,  1907,  and 

Whereas,  By  his  death  we  liave  lost 
a  valuable  brother  of  this  union  and 
especially  from  Lodge  No.  3.  There- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  30  days  in 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother;  that 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes  of  this  meeting,  one 
be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  and  one 
to  the  Journal. 

N.  Welch, 
J.  W.  Austin, 
Andt  Burmes, 

Committee. 
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St.  Paul,  Minn. 
At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge  No. 
27,  held  Jan.  12th,  the  following  refx>- 
lutlons  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
Gk>d  to  take  from  our  midst  Brother  P. 
Faribault,  while  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties;    and 

Whebeas,  In  the  loss  of  Brother 
Faribault  this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy 
and  highly  respected  member,  and  his 
family  a  loying  husband  and  father. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  hour  of  sorrow,  and  may  the 
good  Lord  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the 
widow  and  children  in  distress.  Be  It 
further 

Resolved,      That     our     charter     be 
draped  in  mourning  for  30  days  and  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
Journal,  one  to  the  family  and  one 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 
L.  Rutherford, 
J.  J.  Clarity, 
E.  W.  Clyde, 

Committee. 


St.  Paul,  Minn. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  West  Side 
Lodge  No.  27,  held  Jan.  12,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Al- 
mighty Father  to  take  from  us  oar 
dearly  beloved  Brother  Richard  Burke, 
who  was  killed  at  Superior,  Wis., 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Brother 
Burke  No.  27  has  lost  a  worthy  and  re- 
spected brother  and  his  family  a  loving 
husband  and  father.     Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  hour  of  sorrow;  and  be  it  fur^ 
ther 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  a  period  of  30 
days  and  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  Journal,  one  to  the  family, 
and  one  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting. 

L.  Ruthehobd, 
J.  J.  Claeitt, 
F.  W.  Clyde, 

Committee, 


Sandusky,  O.,  Dec.  26. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
Ood  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  call 
from  our  midst  Brother  J.  H.  Higgins, 
who  died  on  Dec.  25th  (Christmas 
morning),  and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Brother 
Higgins  the  lodge  has  lost  one  of  its 
faithful  and  hard  working  members 
and  his  family  a  kind  and  loving  father 
as  well  as  a  good  and  true  husband. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
Lodge  57  of  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  extend  to 
the  family  of  said  brother  their  sincere 
airmpathy  in  their  hour  of  sorrow.  Be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  drape  our  char- 
ter for  a  period  of  30  days,  and  that 
these  resolutions  be  spread  on  the  min- 
utes of  the  meeting;  also  a  copy  be 
sent  to  the  family,  and  one  to  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  this  union  for  publica- 
tion. 

M.  J.  Hanly, 
P.  O'Brien, 
Gus   Schiller, 

Committee, 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

Saginaw,  Mich.,  Dec  31,  1907. 
Bditor  Switohmen's  Joxtbnal: 

I  wish  -to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  members  of  Junction 
Lodge  No.  51  for  the  kindness  shown 
during  the  illness  and  death  of  onr 
loving  husband  and  father.  I  also 
wish  to  thank  the  Grantt  Lodge  for 
prompt  payment  of  policy  held  by  my 
husband. 

Mrs.  Qso.  Gies  and  Family. 


SiLvis,  Ills.,  Dec.  27,  1907. 
Bditor  Switchmen's  Joxtrnal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to 
Lodge  No.  133  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  for  the 
kindness  they  rendered  us,  also  for  the 
many  flowers  sent  in  the  sad  death  of 
our  little  baby  boy. 

Bis.  AND  Mrs.  Chas.  Bauch. 


Naferville,  Ills.,  Jan.  10,  1908. 
To  the  OfUcers  and  Members  of  Chicago 

Lodge  No.  199  8.  U.  of  K.  A,: 
The  sisters  and  brothers  of  your  late 
brother,   Felix  A.   Mangan,    wish    to 
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thank  your  members  for  their  great 
kindneeB  during  their  late  bereave- 
ment. Also  many  thanks  for  the  hand- 
some floral  piece  sent  by  your  lodge. 
We  thank  your  order  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  the  claim. 

Tours  in  brotherly  love, 

L.   M.  GiLBEBT. 


ceived  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  Davidson, 
916  South  Adams  Street,  Peoria,  III. 


Notice. 

To  THE  Mbmrkhs  of  St.  Paul  Lodob 
No.  31: 
On  and  after  March  1, 1908,  and  until 
further  notice,  our  local  dues  will  be 
40c  per  month  instead  of  25c,  and  you 
will  please  remit  as  follows:  Class  A, 
11.90;  class  B,  12.90;  class  C,  $1.40. 
Social  members,  90c.  Please  remit 
your  dues  and  assessments  by  United 
States  postal  money  order. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
David  Tatlob, 
Treasurer. 


Wanted. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Wm.  H. 
McGuire,  formerly  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  125,  Beaumont,  Tex. 

The  last  time  his  family  heard  of 
him  he  was  switching  at  Mina,  Nev. 
This  was  about  two  years  ago. 

Any  information  will  be  gratefully 
received  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Emma  Mc- 
Guire, 1329  Illinois  Avenue,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


A  switchman,  age  twenty-eight  years, 
a  member  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America,  who  left  Astoria,  Ore., 
about  the  5th  or  6th  of  October,  1907, 
on  the  steamer  Nome  City  for  San 
Francisco,  to  write  to  lady  acquaint- 
ance who  made  the  same  voyage  on  the 
same  date  on  the  same  steamer. 

If  this  catches  his  eyes  he  is  re- 
quested to  write  to  Miss  Edith  May- 
nard.  General  Delivery,  Los  Angeles, 
Cal. 


To  locate  Bro.  Fred  Davidson  of 
Peoria  Lodge  No.  72.  He  is  thirty- 
three  years  old,  five  feet  nine  inches 
tall,  dark  complexion.  Weighs  about 
158  pounds. 

Any  information  leading  to  his 
whereabouts    will    be    thankfully    re- 


Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
J.  W.  Lutz,  an  ex-member  of  Chicago 
Lodge  No.  199,  will  confer  a  favor  by 
sending  the  information  to  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Lutz,  19a  South  Madison  Avenue, 
Lagrange,  111.  Mr.  Lutz  was  last 
heard  of  about  six  months  ago,  work- 
ing for  the  N.  P.  R.  R.  at  Duluth. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Bro. 
James  B.  Ryalls  of  Harlem  River 
Lodge  No.  56  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  Any 
brother  seeing  Bro.  Ryalls  please  tell 
hJm  to  write  me.  Address  337  East 
135th  street,  New  York  City.  J.  D. 
Winans. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  William 
H.  Curtlss,  member  of  Lodge  No.  11. 
Information  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  his  father,  William  W.  Cur- 
tiss,  751  Clarke  avenue,  Conneaut,  O. 


Coal  Mines'   AppalOng  Record; 
Kill  23,539  Men  in  17  Years. 

From  1890  to  1906  and  thus  far  in 
1907  coal  mines  of  the  United  States 
have  killed  23,539  men — a  number 
equal  to  the  population  of  a  town  the 
size  of  ESast  Liverpool,  O.  The  ap- 
palling record  by  years  is  appended: 

1890' 701 

1891    1,076 

1892    859 

1893    965 

1894    957 

1895    1,057 

1896    1,120 

1897    947 

1898    1.049 

1899    1,243 

1900    1,439 

1901    1,594 

1902    1,828 

1903    1,794 

1904    1,999 

1906    2.097 

1906    2.061 

1907  (to  date) 699 

Total    23,539 


Money  talks — ^buit  the  lack  of  it  is 
a  good  grumbler. 
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The  Birth  of  Unionism. 

(Written    by   Bro.   E.    E.    Poore,    All 

Saints'  Hoapital,  McAlester,  Okla,) 
When  the  good  ship  that  sailed  with 

our  fathers  of  yore 
Reached  the  storm-beaten  coast  of  the 

New  England  shore. 
She  planted  the  seed  of  the  old  in  the 

new; 
And  freedom  gave  birth  to  the  red, 

white  and  blue. 

Then  proudly  her  banner  of  freedom 

unfurled. 
An  emblem  of  liberty  enlightening  the 

world. 
And  thousands  set  sail  from  that  land 

o'er  the  sea 
To  seek  for  protection  this  land  of  the 
free. 

Tears  have  passed  by  since  this  brave 

little  land 
Praised   God   in    its   prayers   for  this 

glorious  land. 
But  their  emblem  of  freedom  in  beauty 

still  waves 
"O'er  the  land  of  the  free,"  and  their 

own  sacred  graves. 

Then  the  motto  of  one  was  the  motto 

of  all. 
For,   "United    we    stand,    divided    we 

fall." 
Then  justice  in  pride  held  her  head 

up  and  smiled, 
And  the  man  with  the  hoe  was  her 

most  favored  child. 

Then  our  laws  were  not  framed,  for 

the  wealth  favored  few. 
Nor   was    labor   oppressed    by   a   vile 

penal  crew 
Too  cowardly  to  steal,  without  honor 

or  shame 
Hired  out  as  assassins  to  defile  labor's 

name. 

Oh,  cowardly  wretch  who,  without 
cause,  for  shame. 

For  a  pittance  of  gold  strikes  at  la- 
bor's fair  name, 

The  reward  that  you  merit,  and  your 
foul  tribe  as  well, 

Is  reserved  for  you  down  in  the  black 
depths  of  hell. 

The  oppression  of  true  union  labor  will 
cease, 


Right  shall  prevail  and  justice  in- 
crease, 

'Till  the  toiler,  who  brings  forth  the 
wealth  of  the  land. 

Need  not  kneel  for  his  crust  from  the 
drones'  unsoiled  hand. 

When  the  fruits  of  his  labor  shall  be- 
come his  own 

And  the  earth  has  no  room  for  the 
scab  or  the  drone; 

Then,  not  till  then,  shall  this  grand 
struggle  cease, 

And  our  banner  once  more  stand  for 
justice  and  peace. 


''Socialism:  its  Economic  Aspect" 

By  Fatheb  William  Poland,  S.  J. 

It  is  encouraging  to  Socialists  to 
read  from  the  pen  of  an  opponent  a 
clear  and  reasonably  correct  statement 
of  their  position,  free  from  abuse  and 
misrepresentation.  Such  a  statement 
is  made  by  Father  William  Poland,  S. 
J.,  which  appeared  some  years  ago  in 
the  American  Catholic  Quarterly  Re- 
view, and  has  since  been  issued  as  a 
pamphlet  by  B.  Herder,  17  S.  Broad- 
way, St.  Louis.  From  the  author's 
statement  of  "The  Theory  Explained" 
the  following  is  quoted: 

"This  Socialism  is  something  with 
which  every  one  who  by  his  single  vote 
has  a  voice  in  the  nation's  councils 
should  make  himself  acquainted.  .  .  . 
The  Socialism  which  we  are  asked  to 
understand  is  not  that  which  was 
identified  with  the  Reign  of  Terror  or 
the  Commune.  It  is  not  the  old-time 
communism  or  anarchy.  It  is  an 
economic  theory  of  state  politics  which 
has  taken  its  place  in  the  recognized 
politics  of  civilized  nations,  with  a 
seat  in  imperial  parliaments  and  a 
regular  ticket  in  municipal  elections. 
It  is  not  a  political  economy,  but  an 
economic  polity.     .     .     . 

*xiowsoever  much  we  may  have 
hitherto  despised  this  theory,  it  is  time 
for  us  to  see  that  it  is  the  tenet  of  the 
most  wide-spread  political  party  in  the 
civilized  world.  If  is  a  party  that 
knows  no  fatherland,  as  it  knows  no 
miother  tongue.  It  has  cut  itself  free 
from  all  the  prejudices  of  language 
and  of  traditional  methods  in  govern- 
ment. It  is  even  strong  enough  today 
to  concentrate  its  forces  in  some  con- 
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stitutlonal,  elective  community,  and  by 
a  single  majority-ballot  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  machinery  of  govern- 
ment    .     .     . 

••It  l8  seriously  important,  therefore, 
to  understand  at  the  beginning  and  to 
bear  constantly  in  mind  that  in  deal- 
ing with  the  collectivist  theory  we  are 
dealing  with  a  political  theory  of  labor 
and  not  with  a  theory  of  Idleness,  an- 
archy, nihilism,  dynamite  or  free 
plunder.     . 

"The  new  system  itself  is  far  from 
being  clear,  whether  as  to  the  details 
of  method  or  of  practically  distributed 
results.  However,  its  fundamental 
principle,  the  consolidation  and  com- 
mon ownership  of  all  the  means  and 
instruments  of  production,  isi  clearly 
and  unmistakably  announced.  This 
principle,  at  least  in  partial  expression, 
is  found  embodied  as  a  political  tenet 
in  every  official  socialistic  program 
that  is  presented  to  the  people  for 
their  suffrage.  It  is  the  one  point 
which  is  found  in  every  socialistic  pro- 
gram without  exception.  And  what  is 
significant  of  its  silent  power  is  that  it 
is  recognized  by  governments  the  most 
antagonistic  to  it  as  a  policy  which 
may  be  legitimately  presented  to  the 
people  for  their  election. 

"This  Socialism  has  entered  into  the 
field  to  win,  not  by  violence,  but  by  the 
present  conventional  political  means, 
that  is  to  say,  by  a  majority  of  votes. 
.  .  .  Undei*  the  conditions  of  in- 
dustry which  have  been  brought  about 
by  machinery  and  rapid  transport  they 
are  waiting  for  the  competitive  system 
to  run  its  course.  Within  fifty  years 
the  old-time  conditions — under  which 
the  tradesman  owned  his  lot,  his  shop, 
his  tools  and  the  fruit  of  his  labor, 
under  which  he  found  his  own  market 
and  regulated  supply  to  demand — 
have  practically  disappeared.  Small 
proprietorships  of  peasant,  mechanic, 
merchant,  have  given  way  to  huge  ag- 
ricultural, industrial  and  mercantile 
capitalizations  The  process  goes  on 
with  giant  strides.  .  .  .  The  So- 
cialist, then,  is  waiting  for  the  large 
capitalist  to  absorb  the  smaller.  He 
will  thus  find  created  for  him  a  few 
millionaires  on  the  one  hand  and  a 
race  of  wage  earners  on  the  other.  The 
essential  preparatory  work  will  be 
done  for  him  (as  he  could  not  do  it 
himself)  by  the  trusts  and  monopolies, 
the  inevitable  outcome  of  competition. 


As  the  CM>ltali8t8  by  absorption  grow 
fewer,  the  workers  must  increase  in 
numbers,  and  they  must  also  increase 
in  misery,  since  they  have  nothing  to 
say  about  production,  market  or  price. 
This  development  must  go  on  until  the 
workers  revolt  by  using  the  legal 
means  of  suffrage  which  has  been  put 
into  their  hands.  But  when  they  re- 
volt, it  will  be  as  a  united,  organized, 
disciplined  body,  into  which  they  shall 
have  been,  formed  by  the  very  methods 
of  the  capitalist  system.  Then,  as 
capitalists  expropriated  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few,  the  many  will 
turn  around  and  expropriate  the  few 
for  the  benefit  of  all.  This  is  the  pro- 
spective evolution.     .     .     . 

"Once  more,  we  must  be  on  our 
guard  against  a  prevalent  vague  notion 
that  the  main  tenet  of  the  actual  So- 
cialism, collectivism,  is  the  periodical 
dividing  up  and  redistribution  of  all 
properties,  so  as  to  preserve  equality  of 
possessions  amongst  the  citizens.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  meaning  of 
some  old  forms  of  communism,  the  So- 
cialism of  today  does  not  contemplate 
this  at  all.  It  aims  simply  at  common 
ownership  of  all  the  means  of  produc- 
tion, to  the  end  that  each  one  may  re- 
ceive a  wage,  a  compensation  due  to 
him  for  the  labor  which  he  has  ex- 
pended upon  the  common  production." 

This  is  followed  by  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  author  to  show  how  So- 
cialism will  work  in  actual  practice. 
Every  Catholic  workingman  should 
read  the  pamphlet  for  two  reasons: 
First,  because  of  its  fair  statement  of 
the  Socialist  position;  second,  because 
in  Rev.  Poland's  "application  of  the 
theory"  he  describes  perfectly  the 
workings  of  capitalism,  and  this  fact 
will  stand  out  clear  and  distinct  to  the 
average  reader.  The  good  brother  has 
fallen  Into  the  error  of  most  opponent? 
of  Socialism,  as  the  conditions  which 
he  predicts  will  exist  under  Socialism 
are  the  actual  conditions  as  they  now 
exist  under  the  regime  of  trusts  and 
corporations.  The  pamphlet  will  pro- 
voke discussion — and  that  Is  what  So- 
cialists most  earnestly  desire. — Way- 
land*8  Monthly. 


If   you   sow  wild   oats,   you'll   reap 
tares. 

To  fiatter  a  good  man  is  needless; 
a  bad  one  an  insult. 
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IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 


Things  are  Different— Human 
Beings  Run  Government— 
Country  Richest  in  World. 


A  friend  in  California  sends  the  fol- 
lowing newspaper  clipping,  which  X 
would  greatly  like  to  see  reprinted, 
says  Hamilton-  Oay  Howard  in  the 
Washington  Herald: 

New  Zealand  is  a  young  country. 
Our  country,  which  we  think  of  as 
young,  is  an  old,  gray-headed,  pluto- 
cratic grandfather,  compared  with  the 
distant  islands  where  human  beings 
run  the  government  actually  for  hu- 
man things. 

They  do  strange  things  down  there 
on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  To 
begin  with,  you  know,  they  are  hang- 
ing head  downward  from  us  on  the 
earth.  The  soles  of  their  feet  are 
pointed  toward  the  soles  of  our  feet 
It  is  hard  even  yet,  for  human  beings 
to  realize  that 

That  is  not  the  queerest  thing  about 
them  by  any  means.  They  actually 
believe  that  of  all  "vested  rights"  the 
one  really  important  is  the  right  of 
the  majority  to  have  the  government 
run  for  them. 

Professor  Parsons  has  written  an  ad- 
mirable history  of  New  Zealcmd  con- 
ditioDs.  We  have  read  its  six  or  seven 
hundred  pages  with  care,  and  In  one 
of  those  "some  days"  when  good  in- 
tentions are  fulfilled,  we  propose  to 
write  you  a  series  of  articles  on  New 
Zealand  government 

Meanwhile,  here  are  a  few  facts, 
which  we  borrow  from  our  able  friend, 
the  Weekly  Oregon  Statesman,  Think 
over  these  statements  and  make  up 
your  mind  whether  these  things  are 
"dreadful  Socialism"  or  "horrid  pater- 
nalism," or  sound  common-sense. 
State  Insures  Citizens. 

In  New  Zealand  the  government 
owns  the  railroads,  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone systems,  public  highways,  coal 
mines,  operates  fire  and  life  insurance 
companies,  stimulates  business  by 
loans  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  and 
exercises  control  over  almost  every- 
thing. And  it  is  the  richest  country  in 
the  world,  the  per  capita  valuation 
being  $1,480. 


(How  is  that  for  "wild  anarchy?") 

Every  child  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  fourteen  is  compelled  to  at- 
tend school.  It  is  impossible  for  a  na- 
tive-bom young  man  to  secure  employ- 
ment unless  he  has  a  certificate  of 
graduation.  The  working  days  are 
eight  hours  long,  and  a  half  holiday  is 
granted  each  week. 

What  becomes  of  our  blessed  free 
competition  and  the  right  of  the  lofty 
workingman  to  be  sweated  to  death  In 
the  name  of  "intelligent  business?" 

Under  the  settlers'  act,  the  govern- 
ment loans  money  to  its  subjects.  A 
rich  man  who  owns  much  land  is  com- 
pelled to  sell  part  of  it  if  a  purchaser 
comes  along.  If  you  want  to  buy  a 
piece  of  land  and  you  have  insufficient 
money,  the  government  will  loan  you 
three-fifths  of  the  amount  you  have  for 
five  years  at  five  per  cent.  It  will  sell 
you  "bush"  land  and  pay  you  $2.50  a 
day  for  three  days  work  each  week 
on  the  public  roads  contiguous  to  your 
property.  It  will  haul  fertilizer  to 
your  farm  for  nothing.  If  you  wish 
to  exhibit  at  a  stock  fair  it  will  trans- 
port your  exhibit  free  of  charge  on  the 
railroad. 

(Are  you  gasping  for  breath  at  this 
shameless  paternalism?  Just  think  of 
hauling  the  farmer's  fertilizer  free,  ft)r 
the  sake  of  the  soil  and  the  crops! 
Doesn't  that  shock  us  In  this  better 
land,  where  the  railroads  haul  free 
nothing,  except  politicians  and  pluto- 
crats in  private  cars?) 

Decides  Labob  Conflicts. 

The  government  «believes  in  unions 
of  employers  and  union<¥  of  employes. 
They  have  two  tribunals  to  arbitrate 
strikes — the  arbitrary  and  conciliatory 
boards.  The  grievances  are  first  taken 
to  the  conciliatory  board,  which  is  com- 
posed of  seven  capitalists  and  seven 
representatives  of  the  labor  unions.  If 
that  board  does  not  reach  an  agree- 
ment, the  matter  is  laid  before  the  ar- 
bitration board,  consisting  of  the  judge 
of  the  supreme  court,  one  capitalist 
and  one  labor  unionist.  The  decision 
stands  for  three  years. 

(New  Zealanders  actually  deal  with 
the  great  strike  problem,  using  their 
brains,  instead  of  leaving  It  to  work- 
ers and  employers  to  fight  it  out  or 
starve  it  out,  dancing  up  and  down  on 
the  unfortunate  public  meanwhile.) 
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The  govemment  telegrfiph  rates  are 
twelve  cents  for  as  many  words,  and 
half  a  cent  each  for  all  additional 
words.  The  telephone  rates  are  about 
one-fourth  what  they  are  in  this  coun- 
try. Insurance  rates  are  about  one- 
half  as  much.  Last  year  $720,000  was 
paid  on  lapsed  policies,  because  the 
officials  believed  the  beneficiaries  were 
in  extreme  need  of  the  money  that  was 
not  legally  theirs. 

(If  that  is  not  anarchy,  what  ia  it? 
We  have  a  different  insurance  system 
here.) 

Coal  at  $4.50  Pkb  Ton. 

Throughout  all  the  provinces  coal  is 
sold  from  $4  to  $4.50  per  ton.  If  you 
want  a  house,  the  govemment  will 
build  you  one;  frame  structures  cost- 
ing $1,200  and  brick  $2,500  on  a  twen- 
ty-year loan  at  five  per  cent  With  no 
crop  failures  it  is  an  easy  matter  to 
repay  the  loan.  Out  of  $24,000,000 
kMined  to  the  people  in  the  last  four- 
teen years  the  govemment  has  lost  less 
than  $5,000,  through  default 

We  really  don't  know  quite  how  to 
describe  such  goings  on  as  these.  Per- 
haps later,  after  you  have  got  your 
breath  back,  we  may  tell  you  more 
about  this  "crazy  New  Zealand,"  where 
they  manage  and  spend  govemment 
money  for  the  benefit  of  the  govem- 
ment; where  the  American  politician 
with  his  carcass  and  convictions  for 
sale  could  make  himself  useful  only  as 
a  part  of  those  government  free-hauled 
loads  of  fertilizer. 


"  It's  Morgan's  "  Or  What  We're 
Coming  To. 

I  came  to  a  mill  by  the  river  side, 
A  half  mile  long  and  nearly  as  wide. 
With  a  forest  of  stacks  and  an  army  of 

men. 
Toiling  at  furnace  and  shovel  and  pen. 
"What  a   most   magnificent   plant,"   I 

cried. 
And  a  man  with  a  smudge  on  his  face 

replied 

"It's  Morgan's." 

I  entered  a  train  and  rode  all  day. 
On  a  regal  coach  and  a  right-of-way 
Which  reached  tts  arms  all  over  the 

land. 
In  a  system  too  large  to  understand. 
"A  splendid  property,  this,"  I  cried. 


And  a  man  wKh  a  plate  on  his  hat  re- 
pUed, 

"It's  Morgan's." 

I  sailed  on  a  great  ship,  trim  and  true. 
From  pennon  and  keel,  and  cabin,  and 

crew. 
The  ship  was  one  of  a  monster  fleet; 
A  first-class  navy  could  scarce  compete. 
"What  a  beautiful  craft  she  is,"  I  cried, 
And  a  man  with  akimbo  legs  replied 
"It's  Morgan's." 

I  dwelt  in  a  nation  filled  with  pride; 
Her  people  were  many,  her  lands  were 

wide; 
Her  record  in  war  and  science  and  art 
Proved  greatness  of  muscle  and  mind 

and  heart. 
"What  a  grand  old  country  it  is,"  I 

cried. 
And  a  man  with  his  chest  in  the  air 

replied 

"It's  Morgan'a" 

I  went  to  heaven.    The  Jasper  gates 
Towered  high  and  wide  and  the  golden 

walls 
Shone  bright  beyond.     But  a  strange 

new  mark 
Was    over    the    gate,    vi?.:     "Private 

Park." 
"Why,  what  is  the  meaning  of  this,"  I 

cried. 
And  a  saint  with  a  livery  on  replied 
"It's  Morgan's." 

I  went  to  the  only  place  left.    I'll  take 
A  chance  of  a  row  on  the  brimstone 

lake, 
Or  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  sit 
On  the  griddled  floor  of  the  bottomless 

pit. 
But  a  leering  lout  with  horns  on  his 

face, 
Cried  out,  as  he  forked  me  out  of  the 

place, 

"This  is  Morgan's." 
— Edmund  Vance  Cook,  in  the  Ap- 
peal to  Reason. 


Write  It  on  your  heart  that  every 
day  is  the  best  day  of  the  year. — Emer- 
son, 


The  heart  of  our  civilization  is  the 
home.  The  heart  of  the  home  is  the 
mother. — Archbishop  Glennon. 
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WHY  BE  SLAVES? 


Shackles   Being    Rapidly   Burst 
fram  the  Man  Who  Toils. 

Throughout  the  world  of  today  is  a 
feeling  of  unrest  Men  of  means  and 
wealth  have  visions  of  dark  and  hloody 
days  to  come  and  make  doleful  predic- 
tions for  the  future.  On  the  other  hand 
there  is  a  growing  num4>er  of  men  and 
women  who  look  forward  to  far  better 
days  than  the  masses  are  enjoying  at 
the  present  time.  What  is  called  un- 
rest is  frequently  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  enthusiasm  and  awakened 
ambition.  This  may  manifest  itself  in 
intemperate  utterances  and  indiscreet 
strikes  that  are  expensive  to  everybody 
concerned'.  The  attempts  of  working- 
men-  to  better  themselves  are  frequent- 
ly criticised.  Any  man  who  takes  the 
side  of  the  workingman  and  defends 
him  in  his  efforts  to  improve  himself 
and  his  fellow-workers  is  roundly  de- 
nounced aa  an  "agitator''  and  "unde- 
sirable citizen."  But  still  the  unrest 
increases  and  on  every  hand  manifes- 
tations of  coming  changes  are  evident. 
Many  who  were  blind  yesterday  to  the 
mighty  forces  at  work  in  our  social 
fabric  have  their  eyes  open  today  and 
see  clearly  that  the  world  is  under- 
going a  change. 

No  Cause  fob  Peab. 

That  mighty  revolutionary  forces  are 
at  work  and  that  great  changes  are 
pending  few  thinking  men  will  deny. 
But  there  Is  a  great  difference  of  opin- 
ion regarding  whither  these  changes 
will  lead.  The  doleful  prophets  pre- 
dict disaster  and  ruin  to  be  the  in- 
evitable result  of  the  aggressiveness  of 
the  forces  of  labor.  Few  of  these  peo- 
ple ever  stop  to  consider  what  the  real 
motives  are  which  impel  men-  to  be- 
come active  in  the  world  movements  of 
today.  They  condemn  without  having 
conception  of  what  they  are  condemn- 
ing and  all  the  while  the  general  move- 
ment continues  to  grow.  All  efforts  to 
check  its  onward  march  are  unavail- 
ing. But  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm. 
Activity  among  working  people  be- 
tokens well  for  the  future  of  this  na- 
tion. It  stimulates  thought  and  de- 
velops intelligence.  Labor  left  free  to 
develop  its  problems  in  its  own  way 
will  work  out  its  own  destiny.    Being 


the  foundation  spring  from  which 
everything  originates  there  is  no 
danger  of  the  world  going  far  wrong 
so  long  as  labor  holds  sway. 

FOBCES   AT  WOBK. 

From  the  time  that  kings  reigned  su- 
preme until  the  present  day  there  has 
always  been  a  certain  pecentage  who 
cannot  conceive  such  a  thing  as  a  gov- 
ernment, or  a  labor  union,  or  an  or- 
ganization of  any  kind,  In  which  the 
will  of  the  rank  and  file  rules.  They 
seem  unable  to  grasp  the  conception 
of  a  so-called  leader  who  in  reality  is 
merely  doing  the  will  of  the  majority 
of  those  whom  he  serves.  Their  con- 
ception of  life  is  the  serf  or  slave  idea 
In  which  a  master  rules  over  large 
numbers  of  Inferior  men  and  women 
and,  being  supposed  to  have  a  master 
mind,  it  is  considered  that  he  is  better 
able  to  decide  for  his  slaves  what  is 
best  for  them  than  they  are  them- 
selves. But  in  the  gradual  evolution 
of  man  from  barbarism  to  the  present- 
day  civilization,  the  slaves  and  serfs 
have  risen  to  the  state  of  freedom  to- 
day enjoyed  by  lador.  However  far 
this  may  be  from  actual  freedom,  it  is 
a  great  step  In  advance  from  the  time 
when  men  were  owned  as  property  In 
the  not  distant  past.  This  has  been 
possible  through  thg  increase  of  intel- 
ligence that  has  been  disseminated 
among  the  masses  of  the  people  who 
formerly  were  kept  in  ignorance.  As 
intelligence  has  increased  the  cause  of 
freedom,  independence  also  has  in- 
creased. With  the  increase  of  this 
spirit  the  slave  Idea  of  mankind  has 
decreased.  No  longer  can  the  master 
rule  so  arrogantly  as  formerly.  The 
laborer  who  formerly  was  an  owned 
slave  now  has  something  to  say  about 
the  conditions  under  which  he  shall 
work  and  live.  It  Is  this  working  class 
striving  for  betterment  that  is  causing 
the  upheaval  of  today.  The  rank  and 
file  are  at  the  bottom  of  it  all.  It  is 
their  thought  and  their  efforts  which 
in  reality  make  the  gigantic  labor 
movement  of  today,  instead  of  the  hand- 
ful of  leaders  and  agitators  who  are 
held  responsible  for  it  all.  The  latter 
merely  put  into  words  what  thousands 
and  millions  are  thinking,  and  this  is 
the  secret  of  their  influence. 
Resist  Sebvitude. 

It   is   human   nature   to   resist   any 
force  that  has  a  tendency  to  reduce  one 
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to  a  state  of  servitude.  To  be  owned 
by  others  is  repulsive  to  all  of  us.  The 
man  who  attempts  to  enslave  his  fel- 
low-men must  not  be  surprised  if  he 
meets  with  opposition.  There  was  a 
time  when  this  could  be  done,  but  the 
world  is  rapidly  reaching  a  point  of 
development  when  the  masses  will  not 
tolerate  enslavement,  although  It  still 
exists  in  various  forms.  The  slave 
spirit  still  largely  exists  among  the  em- 
ployers of  today  and  the  spirit  of 
servitude  characteristic  of  the  slaves  of  • 
old  is  still  quite  marked  among  a  num- 
ber of  laborers  who  are  supi>osed  to  be 
free  men.  But  the  spirit  of  independ- 
ence and  freedom  is  growing,  and  there 
is  an  increasing  number  of  men  who 
recognize  that  they  have  a  right  to  en- 
Joy  the  liberties  that  hitherto  have 
been  denied  them  by  those  who  have 
controlled  their  lives  and  their  des- 
tinies. An  effort  made  to  encroach  on 
these  rights  and  liberties  will  meet 
with  greater  and  greater  opposition, 
and  this  is  Just  what  is  taking  place 
today  in  a  great  many  of  our  indus- 
trial centers.  Much  of  the  spirit  of  un- 
rest, which  is  deplored  by  men,  is  noth- 
ing more  nor  less  than  the  natural 
and  just  resistance  which  Is  aroused 
in  the  breast  of  man  when  he  Is  being 
robbed  of  rights  and  liberties  for  which 
he  and  his  forefathers  have  struggled. 

Awakened  Ambftion. 

It  has  been  the  custom  through  so 
many  ages  to  hold  out  to  the  toiler  as 
his  hope  for  better  things,  someithing 
else  than  toll.  He  has  been  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  way  to  improve  himself 
was  to  get  into  something  else  than  the 
labor  he  Is  performing.  That  he  could 
hope  to  improve  himself  where  he  has 
been  considered  impossible,  and  the  re- 
sult has  been,  and  Is  largely  still  so  to- 
day, that  the  majority  of  men  look  to 
some  profession  of  business  as  the 
channel  through  which  to  Improve 
themselves.  Evidently  sight  is  lost 
of  the  fact  that  most  people  must  la- 
bor and  that  If  all  were  to  cease  doing 
the  manual  forms  of  work  there  would 
very  soon  be  nothing  left  for  others  to 
do  but  starve,  or  get  out  themselves 
and  do  the  very  work  so  many  are  fool- 
ish enough  to  despise.  Without  woodr^- 
men  and  sawmill  workers  to  prepare 
lumber,  the  millionaire  and  others 
would  have  to  get  out  and  saw  their 
own  lumber  when  they  wanted  to  build. 


and  so  on  with  every  comfort  and  al- 
most every  necessity  of  lif^. 

A  realization  of  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  labor  to  produce  the  comforts 
and  necessities  of  life  has  done  much 
to  establish  the  dignity  of  labor,  and 
today  a  new  thought  has  taken  posses- 
sion of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  am- 
bitious young  workingmen  and  work- 
ing women.  The  thought  is  to  improve 
themselves  in  the  line  of  work  in  which 
they  are  engaged.  The  workingman 
has  an  ambition  awakened  within  him 
to  improve  himself  as  a  workingman. 
The  inventions  now  in  use  make  this 
dream  possible  and  he  looks  for  the 
day  when  he  will  actually  toll  at  this 
particular  work  fewer  hours  and  get 
larger  returns  than  most  professional 
men  are  getting  today.  Within  him  is 
awakened'  a  desire  for  the  good  things 
of  life.  He  has  a  desire  that  his  chil- 
dren shall  enjoy  the  benefits  of  suffi- 
cient schooling  to  fit  them  for  life.  He 
has  a  desire  for  a  home  and  is  plan- 
ning on  establishing  conditions  by 
which  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  his 
children  and  grandchildren  to  toll  their 
entire  lives  away  in  order  to  secure  a 
home  of  their  own.  He  dreams  of  a 
.  larger  life  for  himself  and  his  children 
as  the  young  man  who  went  forth  to 
work  himself  into  some  profession  also 
dreamed  of  the  same.  There  is  a  grow- 
ing conviction  among  an  ever-increas- 
ing number  of  workingmen  that  this 
can  be  realized  by  the  workingmen  in 
the  future,  and  thfs  is  another  source 
of  the  unrest  of  today. 

Can  unrest,  having  its  basis  in  such 
motives  and  desires,  result  in  anything 
but  good? 

OBOANI2LA.TION    NECESSARY. 

In  the  attainment  of  these  ends  or- 
ganized labor  is  taking  the  lead.  More 
has  been  accomplished  in  the  direction 
of  reducing  hours  of  labor  and  increas- 
ing wages  through  organized  effort 
than  In  any  other  way.  This  being  so. 
it  is  natural  that  the  spirit  of  unrest 
prevalent  among  the  workingmen  of 
today  should  express  itself  In  organ- 
ized effort.  Organization  Is  absolutely 
essential.  Without  that,  little  headway 
can  be  made  because  the  agencies  with 
which  labor  has  to  deal  are  dally  be 
comlns  more  and  more  compactly  or- 
ganized. Thb  leaves  the  unorganized 
workers  at  the  mercy  of  their  employ- 
ers, and  the  sweatshop  conditions  that 
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exist  in  many  of  the  large  factories  and 
enterprises  of  various  kindo  are  ample 
proof  of  what  results  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement. To  prevent  further  en- 
croachment upon  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  labor  and  to  insure  a  fuller 
realization  of  the  higher  ideals  and  am- 
bitions today  taking  hold  of  working- 
men,  a  compact  and  efTective  organiza- 
tion of  the  forces  of  labor  is  neces- 
sary.— Eureka  Labor  Netoa. 


NOTICf. 

The    Werner    Company    of    Akron. 

Ohio,  is  an  "open  shop"  and  is  operated 

by  non-union  workmen.    The  following 

is  a  list  of  this  anti-union  company's 

publications: 
Encyclopedia  Britannica    (31  Vols.) 
Standard  Encyclopedia  (12  Vols.) 
New    American    Encyclopedia    and 

Dictionary  (12  Vols.) 
Presidents'  Messages  (12  Vols.) 
Tissot's  Life  of  Christ  (3  Vols.) 
World's  Best  Literature  (31  and  46 

Vols.) 

Students'  Reference  Works  (3  Vols.) 
Millenial  Etown  (6  Vols.  English,  5 

German,  3  Swedish). 
Works  of  Voltaire  (41  Vols.) 
Works  of  Maupassant  (17  Vols.) 
Works  of  Flaubert  (15  Vols.) 
Works  of  D'Israeli  (15  Vols.) 
Works  of  Mulbach  (18  Vols.) 
Deeds  of  Valor  (2  Vols.) 
Makers  of  History  (17  Vols.) 
Historians'  History  of  the  World. 
World's  Best  Orations. 


Five  to  Four. 

The  shades  of  night  wore  falling  free 
When  up  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
There  come  decrees,  all  handed  down 
By    judges    wrapped    in    black    silk 
gown — 
"Five  to  four." 

The  income  tax?    They  pondered  late 
And  argufied  with  learning  great; 
They   seized   their  pens  and   gravely 

wrote 
Opinions — then  they  took  the  vote — 
"Five  to  four." 

The  Merger?    'Twas  a  famous  case. 
Each  judge  sat  there  with  solemn  face. 
And  heard  the  argument  so  keen, 


When  the  decision  came  'twas  seen — 
*'Five  to  four." 

Our  wards  beyond  the  deep  blue  sea? 
Ah,  surely  here  they  will  agree! 
But  after  rods  of  legal  lore 
Behold  the  spectacle  once  more — 
"Five  to  four." 

A  law  to  safeguard  human  life. 
To  care  for  orphans  and  for  wife; 
Ah,  judges  on  that  will  agree! 
But  there's  the  record — look  and  see — 
"Five  to  four." 
— W.  M,  M,,  in  The  Commoner, 


When  Ma  is  at  the  Tub. 

You   may   vow    that   Mabel's   sweeter 

than  the  roses  of  the  days, 
And  may  deem  her  figure  neater  than 

the  ones  that  poets  praise; 
Tou  may  rave  about  her  tresses  which 

the  sunlight  turns  to  gold. 
And  may  figure  her    caresses  are   a 

thing  of  worth  untold; 
Tou  may  claim  she's  like  a  lily,  and  is 

also  like  a  peach — 
Similes  that  knock  me  silly,  as  their 

height  I  cannot  reach — 
But  before  you  call  the  parson  and 

acquire  her  as  her  hub. 
Notice  if  she  haunts  the  parlor  while 

her  ma  is  at  the  tub. 

Oh,  I  know  that  Mabel's  pretty,  and 
she's  also  coyly  gay. 

And  you  even  think  her  w|tty — though 
I  shouldn't  wish  to  say — 

And  her  cheeks  are  like  the  roses,  as 
you  oft  remark  to  me, 

And  a  dimple  but  discloses  where  tlie 
laughing  Cupids  be; 

She's  a  butterfly  of  beauty,  and  your 
heart  inclines  to  throb 

When  you're  in  her  charming  pres- 
ence— nearly  overdoes  its  job; 

But  the  butterfly  I  fancy,  I  would  bar- 
ter for  a  grub 

If  you  note  she  haunts  the  parlor  while 
her  ma  is  at  the  tub. 

— A,  J.  Waterhouse,  in  Sacramento 
Union. 


A  principle  is  like  the  gulf-stream, 
emotion  like  the  waves. 


In  humility  let  each  esteem  others 
better  than  himself. — 8t,  Philip. 
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HISTORY  or  UNIONS. 


Hundreds  of  Thousands  of  Them 
in  the  Ancient  Roman  Days. 


It  is  a  fact  that  will  cause  astonish- 
ment to  most  men,  being  known  to  but 
few,  that  organized  labor — labor  unions 
in  the  strict  Interpretation  of  that  word 
and  much  as  they  exist  today — flour- 
ished long  before  the  present  Christian 
era.  "All  antiquity,"  says  C.  Osborne 
Ward  in  his  great  book,  "The  Ancient 
Lowly/'  "was  a  hive  of  trades  unions. 
They  existed  literally  by  the  hundreds 
of  thousand's  in  the  golden  age." 

It  was  the  custom  in  ancient  times, 
partly  made  necessary  by  law,  for  these 
organizations  to  chisel  the  names  of 
their  members  and  their  proceedings 
on  stone. 

So  it  has  come  about  that  they  have 
handed  down  to  posterity  a  complete 
record  of  their  rules  of  procedure  and 
their  business  operations.  Indeed,  one 
of  the  earliest  of  these  organizations 
known  as  that  of  the  union  of  caela- 
tores,  the  carvers  and  gravers  who 
worked  tn  letters.  It  was  part  of  their 
business  to  acquire  a  sufficient  knowl- 
edge of  Greek  and  Latin  to  fit  them 
for  their  tasks. 

Were  it  not  for  these  tracts  in  stone 
the  whole  subject  might  have  been  ob- 
scured, if  not  lost,  in  the  mists  of  time 
from  which  the  epigraphist  and  the 
archaeologist  have  rescued  it 

But  the  words  carved  on  stone  by  the 
members  of  these  antique  institutions, 
unearthed  by  the  score  in  the  museums 
of  the  Old  World  and  found  in  the 
fields  of  Rome,  Greece,  Asia  Minor  and 
the  Islands,  have  defied  time  and  re- 
sisted the  destructiveness  of  the  ages. 

The  right  of  labor  to  form  free  or- 
ganizations— the  Jus  coeundi— existed 
in  a  remote  era.  Sol  on,  the  great  law- 
maker and  lawgiver  of  antiquity,  con- 
ferred this  right  on  ancient  Greece  as 
early  as  580  B.  C. 

Rome  is  presumed  to  have  copied  it 
in  the  celebrated  law  of  the  twelve 
tables. 

.TuBtinian  incorporated  it  into  the  di- 
gest. 

Numa  Pompilius,  the  good  and  the 
wise,  who  is  made  a  contemporary  of 
Solon  by  Plutarch,  organized  the  entire 
working  people,   according  to  Momm- 


sen,  the  renowned  German  historian, 
into  eight  classes  of  guilds,  embracing 
all  the  arts  and  crafts  of  the  age. 

It  is  held,  however,  that  King  Numa, 
borrowing  from  the  Far  East,  was  by 
no  means  the  originator  of  the  trades 
union  idea.  He  simply  legalized  and 
extended  what  already  existed,  perhaps 
for  thousands  of  years  before  any  rec- 
ognition whatsoever  had  been  accorded 
to  it. 

After  the  peaceful  reign  of  Numa 
Pompilius — Plutarch  states  that  he  fol- 
lowed Romulus  to  the  throne  about  690 
B.  C. — the  spirit  of  conquest  was  awak- 
ened among  the  patricians. 

The  artisans  were  put  to  work  by  the 
thousands  to  forge  into  weapons  the 
steel  that  was  to  pierce  the  bodies  of 
those  who  had  no  love  for  them  and 
for  whom  they  in  turn  could  have  no 
love. 

Trades  unions  of  sword  cutlers,  ar- 
rowsmiths,  shieldmakers,  manufac- 
turers of  darts.  Javelins  and  spears, 
each  of  them  separately  named  and  or- 
ganized under  the  ancient  federation, 
sprang  up  rapidly  on  all  sides. 

Members  of  trades  unions  con- 
structed the  famous  ballistae,  or  stone- 
throwers,  which  flung  projectiles  of 
various  kinds  with  deadly  effect  into 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  that,  since 
these  machines  were  complicated  and 
difficult  to  manipulate,  they  were  trans- 
ported to  their  destination  and  erected 
by  the  members  of  the  collegium  men- 
sorum  machinariorum,  or  the  trades 
union  of  the  machine  adjusters  and  set- 
ters. Jacula,  or  darts,  were  used  in 
vast  numbers  by  the  Roman  army,  and, 
since  these  were  easily  destroyed  and 
lasted  but  a  short  time,  they  were 
manufactured  in  great  quantities  by 
the  old  unions  of  weapon  makers,  all  of 
which  found  a  steady  and  liberal  em- 
ployer in  the  government. 

Unions  Supplied  Abmies. 

There  were  likewise  unions  which 
supplied  the  army  with  cloths  and 
shoes,  as  well  as  with  weapons,  and 
Ward  tells  us  in  his  "The  Ancient  Low- 
ly" that  "for  at  least  500  years  the 
armies  used  union-made  Javelins,  bows 
and  arrows,  helmets  and  shields;  wore 
union-made  shoes,  trousers,  hats  and 
coats  and  tore  down  the  walls  and  bat- 
tlements of  their  enemies  with  union- 
made  catapults  and  battering-rams." 
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The  population  of  Rome,  the  army 
and  the  workers  were  also  supplied 
with  food  by  the  trades  unions. 

An  Inscription  found  at  Verona,  dat- 
ing from  the  time  of  Augustus  C5»sar, 
tells  of  a  genuine  union  of  wine  men, 
who  supplied  the  Italian,  metropolis 
with  its  favorite  beverage. 

These  organizations  of  the  wine  men, 
it  is  thought,  were  in  touch  with  the 
different  parts  of  Italy  and  either 
owned  or  else  hired  wagons  or  boats  to 
bring  the  wine  to  their  storehouses. 

One  sees  readily  how  such  e  diversity 
of  functions  gave  support  to  a  vast 
number  of  unions  and  to  the  still 
greater  number  of  persons  who  com- 
posed the  separate  unions. — 1,  K.  Fried- 
man  in  Chicago  News. 

Says  Irish  Make   Australia  the 
Best  Country  on  Earth. 

William  K.  Redmond,  member  of  the 
British  House  of  Commons  from  Bast 
Clare  and  brother  of  John  B.  Red- 
mond, delivered  a  lecture  in  Rome  Jan. 
9th,  on  the  progress  of  Australia. 

He  described  that  country  as  being 
more  wonderful  than  America  and  said 
the  fact  thait  political  liberties  were 
greater  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
more  advanced  in  Australia  than  in 
the  United  States  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  Irishmen  formed  the  nucleus  of 
the  Australian  population. 


When  a  bit  of  sunshine  hits  ye, 

After  passing  of  a  cloud; 
When  a  fit  of  hiughter  gits  ye, 

An'  ye'r  spine  is  feelin'  proud; 
Don't  fergit  to  up  and  fling  it 

At  a  soul  that's  feelin'  blue; 
For  the  minit  that  ye  sling  it 

It's  a  boomerang  to  you. 

— Captain  Jack  Crawford. 


Do  you  belong  to  a  lodge  or  any  se- 
cret society?  Do  they  use  the  union 
label  on  their  printing?  If  they  don't, 
find  out  why,  and  if  there  is  no  good 
excuse  have  a  motion  put  before  the 
meeting  to  instruct  the  secretary  to 
have  the  union  if  \jl  put  on  all  print- 
ing. 


The  first  pipe  organ  was  made  by 
Archimedes  in  220  B.  C. 


Remittance  Roll  of  Honor  for 
the  Month  of  Jan.  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  num- 
bers) of  the  lodges  whose  remittances 
were  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days 
of  January,  per  section  7  of  the  con- 
stitution: 

Jan.  1— Lodges  13,  15,  22,  34,  120. 
126,  151,  191. 

Jan.  2— Lodges  5,  32,  77,  112,  142, 
182,  200,  203. 

Jan.  3—50,  55,  56,  57,  73,  106.  110, 
122.  144,  155,  177,  179,  193.  194.  218. 
228. 

Jan.  4 — Lodges  20,  40,  41,  45,  52,  74,. 
82,  88,  89,  91,  93,  98,  113,  114,  116,  129, 
149,  152,  160,  166,  172,  173,  174,  176, 
188. 

Jan.  6— Lodges  1,  2,  6,  10,  12,  18,  23. 
26,  29,  33,  37,  38,  42,  46,  54,  63,  64,  69. 
70,  76,  78,  80,  81,  83,  84,  85,  92,  97.  99. 
102,  105,  107,  108,  115,  118,  127,  133 
134,  154,  175,  178,  183,  201,  220,  222. 
224.  225,  229. 

Jan.  7— Lodges  8,  9,  24,  25,  27,  30,  35. 
59,  68,  71,  86,  90,  104,  119,  138,  141,  147. 

208,  226. 

Jan.  8— Lodges  3,  4,  7,  11,  14,  16,  21. 
28,  31,  36,  43,  44,  48,  53,  65.  94,  95,  96. 
Ill,  117.  137,  146,  180,  181,  189,  192. 
198,  204,  206,  214,  216. 

Jan.  9— Lodges  51,  58,  60,  61.  100. 
101,  103,   125,   135,   158,   162,   169,  197. 

209,  210,  221. 

Jan.  10— Lodges  17,  19,  39,  62,  67,  72. 
79,  87,  109,  190,  199,  230. 

Jan.  11— Lodge  184,  with  fine  of  $1.20 
for  being  late. 

Jan.  18 — ^Lodge  49,  with  statement 
that  treasurer  had  been  111. 

Jan.  20— Lodge  143,  liable  to  fine  of 
70c. 

Jan.  23— Lodge  66.  paid  fine  of  70c 
for  being  late. 

Lodge  199*s  report  for  December  ar- 
rived Jan.  5th,  as  it  was  reported  that 
Dec.  report  had  been  lost  in  the  mails. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  their  reports  are  on  the 
honor  roll  every  month  hereafter. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  shall  be 
imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  reports 
are  not  received  In  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  and 
hereafter  the  numbers  of  all  lodges 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month  will  also  be  given  In 
this  report. 
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Ho. 


HAMS. 


875!  Peter  Thome j 
882,Gl7de  A.  Shiffer 
888lJno.  J.  Hastiiigs 
890|Bobt.  Britten 
906  Jas  A.  Hook 

906  Jno.  T.  McOormick 

907  Joieph  £.  Doyle 

908  J  R.  Ramsey 
909;Riohard  Burke 
911  Frank  Brown 
912,Phi]ip  H«  Hennessey 
918  Frank  D.  Jones 

914  Jno.  J.  Hnlligan 
9151  Jno.  T  Stevenson 


48Death 
104  Death 
931  Death 

86;Dl8. 
,  65'Dis. 
I  SODeath 
I  56iDeath 

43  Death 
'  87  Death 
SOliDeath 
189  Death 
197  Death 

14  Death 
'    4  Death 


PAID  TO. 


Jna  G.,  son 

Isabella,  wife 

Frances,  mother 

Self 

Self 

Elisabeth,  wife 

Katherine,  mother 

Dottie,  wife 

Addle  L.,  wife 

Mary  A.,  wife 

Ada  W..  Lydia  B.,  d'ters 

fifary  0.  Bitohie,  mother 

Oharlotte,  wife 

Margaret,  mother 


RiaiDUfCS. 


Bntte,  Mont. 
Sabetha,  Kans. 
AshYille.  N.  0. 
Chicago,  m. 
Ft.  Scott,  Kans. 
Gd.  Rapids,  Mch. 
New  York.  N.Y. 
iLos  Angeles,  Oal. 
Hndson,  Wis. 
Buffalo.  K.  Y. 
Dolton,  ni. 
Wapaca,  Wis. 
Toledo,  O. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


I   800 

1,900 
1,900 
I  1,900 
I  800 
1,900 
1,900 
1,900 
1.900 
1,900 
1,800 
1,900 
1,900 
1.200 


$15,800 

Prerioosly  reported $847,021 

Paid  sinoe  last  report 16,300 

Totid |863,39i 

MoknomlodgmontM  of  Cta/mB  Rdd  m  Doeombor. 

O.  O.  Dnmas.  Minneapolis,  Minn |   600 

Archie  Owens,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich 600 

Emma  Hobelman,  Freeport,  Dl 1,200 

Jno.  P.  McOarthy,  Montreal.  Que 1,200 

Nora  McEiiight,  Detroit,  Mich 1,900 

Gertmde  Webster,  Toledo.  0 1,200 

Mrs.  A.  Gilbert.  NapwrviUe.  Dl 1,900 

Jas.,  Wm.  and  Arthnr  Crotjhr,  Snperior,  Wis 1,900 

Grace  M.  Howell.  Bnnker  ffiD,  lU 1,9C0 

Myrina  Bixenstein.  Los  Angeles,  Oal 1,900 

O.  I.  T.  Stewart,  Bloomington,  lU l.OOO 


-^^#34^cX 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 


Any  monber  who  changes  his  street  address  or  who  is  intending  to  more 
from  one  town  to  another  and  wishes  to  i^eceiye  his  JouBifAL  promptly  and 
without  fall  is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  form  and  send  same  to  the 
Editor  at  once: 


Btatt  \, 


yome   Lodge  No. 

Btrtet Toion 

Ea9  moved  to 

rcHPn BtaU. 


Street 
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i:!ia  INTERNATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Intebnational  President — F.  T.  Hawley, 
316  Brisbane   Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GkaND      SjtCKETASY     AND     TREASURER — M.      R. 

Welch.  326  Brisbane  Bldg..  Buffalo.  N.  Y. 
Bell  'Phone,  Seneca  2041. 

JoDitNAL  Editor— F.  M.  Cassidy.  326  Bris- 
bane Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Grand  Board  of  Directors — Ed.  Jtekson, 
304  Smith  St./  Buffalo.  N.  Y.;  C.  H.  Ireland, 
9005  Commercial  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.;  Harry 
Nolan.  408  Stone  St.,  Cincinnati.  O. 
^Intbrnational  Vice  Presidents— First.  S. 
F..  Heberling.  4606  York  St,  Denver.  Col.; 
Second,  J.  B.  Connors,  3964  Langley  Ave., 
Chicago,  111.;  Third.  D.  A.  Uarshbamr,  326 
Brisbane  Bldg..  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Fourtii,  Wm. 
H.  Burt,  326  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Grand  Medical  Examiner— M.  A.  Sullivan. 
M.  D.,  326  Brisbane  Bldg.  Residence,  cor. 
Ridge  Road  and  South  Park  Ave.,  West 
Seneca,  N.  Y. 

SUBORDINATE  LODGES 

KANSAS  CITY  LODGE  No.  1,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  meets  second  Sunda^r  and  fourth  Satur- 
day at  7.30  p.  m.,  at  702  Southwest  Boulevard. 

President — C.  F.  Steele,  2625  Bellevicw  Ave. 

Sec.— A.  F.   Mielkc,  2831   BcUeview  Ave. 

Treas. — S.  W.  Green,  416  Kansas  Ave.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kan. 

RIVEKVIEW  lodge  No.  2,  Kansas  City, 
Kan.,  meeU  second  and  fourth  Thursday,  8 
p.   m.,  in  Union  Hall. 

President — E.  L.  Swearengen,  940  Kansas 
Ave. 

Sec  and  Treas. — R.  Hamblin,  2604  N.  5th  St. 

JOLIET  LODGE  No.  3.  JoUet,  111.,  meets 
first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.,  and  third 
Sunday  at  %  p.  m.,  of  each  month,  in  Connor's 
Hall,  cor.  Joiict  and  Jefferson  Sts. 

President— Nick  Welch.  400  S.  Ottawa  St. 

Sec.  and  Journal — F.  P.  Lumley,  13  m  Jack- 
son St. 

Treas. — ^J.  W.  Austin,   104  Gardner  St. 

BUFFALO  LODGE  No.  4.  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
meets  every  second  and  fourth  Saturday  at 
8.30  p.  m^  and  fourth  Sunday,  9.30  a.  m.,  in 
Boyers  Hall,  cor.  Swan  and  Emslie  Sts. 


President— H.  W.  Duly,  156  Fulton  St. 
Rec.  Sec. — C.  W.  Chappell,  60  Ung<      " 
Treas. — Geo.  Hamilton,  474  Seneca. 


OVERLAND  LODGE  No.  s.  Omaha,  Neb., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Lincoln  Hall,  cor.  Sixth  and   Pierce. 

President — H.  J.  Haverly,  2109  S.   10th  St. 

Sec— J.   H.  McGann,  1610  Irard  St. 

Treas.— H.  G.  Stalder,  151 7  William  St. 

Journal — ^J.  J.  Fenton,  loth  and  Pierce. 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  LODGE  No.  6,  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  la.,  meets  ever^  second  Monday  at 
8.30  p.  m.,  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.,  in 
First  National  Bank  Bldg. 

President — C.  P.  Qementsen.  2300  So.  6tb 
St. 

Sec— H.  B.  Williamson.  243   i8th  St. 


Treas. — F.  Colbum,  164  Graham  Ave. 
Journal — D.  King,  1806  So.  6th  St. 

FLOUR  CITY  LODGE  No.  7.  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  meets  at  M.  W.  A.  Hall,  cor.  2%  and 
Cedar  Sts.,  South,  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month  at  2  p.  m.,  and  on  the  third  Sunday  at 
8  p.  m. 

President— Wm.  G.  Kelley,  2106  E.  29th  St. 

Treas.- A.  C.  Miller.  3412  20th  Ave,  S. 

Sec  and  Journal — U.  E.  C.*iford,  2523 
Cedar  Ave. 

TRILBY  LODGE  No.  8,  Fort  Worth.  Tex., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Mondays  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

President — C.  G.  Glanton,  1 1 09  E.  Annie  St. 

Sec— C.  H.  Nelson.  11 16  E.  R.  R.  Ave. 

Treas. — W.  W.  Woodson,  932   E.  Anncy  St. 

.  ST.  JOSEPH  LODGE  No.  9.  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesday  at  7.30 
p.  m.,  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall,  Ninth  and  Lo- 
cust St. 

President — S.  H.  Price,  1211  Penn  St 

Treas.— W.  Sego,  2801  S.  22nd  St. 

Sec. — Wm.  McNichols,    1105  So.    14th  St. 

Treas.— W.  Sego.  2801  S.  22nd  St. 

MI1.WAUKEE  LODGE  No.  10,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunda^r  after- 
noon of  each  month  at  2  o'clock,  at  Third  and 
National  Aves. 

President-Journal — W.  H.  Larkin.  1221  S. 
Pierce  St. 

Sec— Ed.   Coolahan,   821    Clybom   St. 

Treas. — Chas.   G.   Fry,  944  Wincbago  St. 

M.  J.  NAUGHTON  LODGE  No.  11.  Oeve- 
land,  O.,  meets  in  Beneficiary  Hall,  308  Supe- 
rior Ave.,  N.  W.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  8.30 
a.  m.  and  third  Tuesda7  at  8  p.   m. 

President — James  Daily,  313 1  W.  90th  St., 
S.  W. 

Sec. — C.  F.  Goff,  789  E.   lostb   St. 

Treas.— W.    J.    Keegan,    789    £.    105th    St, 

Journal — ^J.   T.  Joy,  90  Stateview  Ave. 

TOPEKA  LODGE  No.  12,  Topeka,  Kan., 
meets  first  and  third  Thursday  nignts  of  each 
month  at  8.30  o'clock,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Sixth 
and  Quincy  Sts. 

President— E.  E.  McFadden,  13  Elliott  St, 
Oakland,  Kan. 

Sec— H.  M.  Finnic.  927  W.  Gordon.  No. 
Topeka. 

Treas. — ^Jno.  Nelson,  404  Madison  St. 

DETROIT  LODGE  No.  13.  Detroit  Mich, 
meets  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m.. 
and  second  Sunday  at  9  a.  m..  in  Comie  Bldg., 
cor.   Farrar  and  Gratiot  Ave. 

President— C.   C.   Fountain,  59  Lovctt  Ave. 

Sec — Cory  Derousie,  220  i8tn  St. 

Treas. — ^James  Trant.  106  20th  St 

Journal— C.  D.  Childs,  75  Mth  St. 

TOLEDO  LODGE  No.  14.  Toledo,  Ohio, 
meets  second  Thursday  at  8,  and  fqurth  Satur- 
day at  8  p.  m..  at  Broer's  Hall.  626  St  Clair 
St. 

President — Thomas  Dean.  213  South  St 

Sec — ^Joseph  Keegan.  1617  Indiana  Ave. 

Treas. — Henry  Gale,   1344  Missouri  St. 
flat. 

Journal — D.  J.  Dorcy.  330  Dale  St. 
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IS  THE  SUPREME 

COURT  CONSTITUTIONAL? 


(Bt  ths  Hon.  Waltkb  Clabk,  m  the  "Independent.") 


In  the  great  convention  of  1767, 
when  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  framed,  a  proposition  was 
made  that  the  Judges  should  pass  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  the  acts  of 
Congress.  This  was  defeated  June  6th, 
recelTing  the  vote  of  only  two  of  the 
states.  It  was  renewed  June  6th*  and 
again  July  dlst,  and  finally  for  the 
fourth  time,  it  was  urged  on  the  l&th 
of  August,  but,  though  it  had  the  pow- 
erful support  of  Mr.  JMadiison  and  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  at  no  time  did  it  re- 
ceive the  votes  of  more  than  three 
states.  On  this  last  occasion  Mr.  Mer- 
cer summed  up  the  thousfht  of  the  con- 
vention, as  reiported  In  Madi8on*9  Jour- 
nal: "He  disapproved  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  Judges,  as  expositors  of  the 
constitution,  should  have  authority  to 
declare  a  law  void.  He  thought  that 
laws  ought  to  be  well  and  cautiously 
made,  and  then  be  incontrovertible." 

Prior  to  this  convention,  the  courts 
of  four  states — New  Jersey,  Rhode 
Island,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina — 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  they 
could  hold  the  acts  of  legislatures  as 


unconstitutional.  It  was  a  doctrine 
never  held  before — nor  in  any  other 
country  since.  It  met  with  strong  dis- 
approval. In  Rhode  Island)  a  move- 
ment to  oust  the  offending  Judges  was 
only  stopped  on  the  suggestion  that 
they  should  be  dropped  by  the  next 
legislature,  which  was  done.  These 
matters  were  recent  and  before  the 
convention;  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr. 
Wilson  favored  the  new  doctrine, 
doubtless  deeming  it  a  safe  check  upon 
legislation  to  be  operated  only  by  law- 
yers. They  attempted  to  get  it  into 
the  federal  constitution  in  its  least  ob- 
jectionable shape — a  Judicial  examina- 
tion and  veto  before  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  has,  indeed,  obvious 
desirable  features.  But  even  in  this 
diluted  form  and  though  four  times 
presented,  by  these  two  very  able  and 
influential  memiberp,  the  suggestion  of 
a  Judicial  veto  at  no  time  received 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  states  in 
approving  vote. 

The  subsequent  action  of  the  Su- 
preme C/Ourt  in  assuming  the  power  to 
d^lare   acts   of  Congress   unconstitu- 
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tional  is  wltbout  a  line  ia  the  consti- 
tution to  authorize  it.  The  constitu- 
tion cited  carefully  and  fully  the  mat- 
ters over  which  the  courts  should  have 
jurisdiction.  There  is  nothing,  and, 
after  the  struggle  four  times  repeated, 
and  the  persistent  refusal  to  vote  jur- 
isdiction, there  could  be  nothing  indi- 
cating any  power  to  declare  an  act  of 
Congress  unconstitutional  or  void. 

Had  the  convention  given-  such  pow- 
er to  the  courts,  It  would  certainly 
not  have  left  its  exercise  final  and  un- 
reviewable. It  gave  to  Congress  power 
to  override  the  veto  of  the  President, 
thus  showing  that  in  the  last  analysis 
the  will  of  the  people,  spea}^j^ng 
through  the  legislature,  should  govern. 
Had  the  convention  supposed  the 
courts  would  assume  such  power,  it 
would  certainly  have  given  Congress 
some  review  over  judicial  action,  and 
not  have  placed  the  judges  irretriev- 
ably beyond  "the  consent  of  the  gov- 
erned," as  well  as  further  clothing 
them  with  the  undemocratic  preroga- 
tive of  life  tenure  and  making  them 
i^pointive. 

Such  power  does  not  exist,  and 
never  has  existed.  In  any  other  coun- 
try. It  is  non-essential  to  security.  It 
is  not  conferred  by  the  constitution, 
but  is  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  con>- 
vention.  Judges  not  only  have  never 
exercised  such  power  in  England, 
where  there  is  no  written  constitution, 
but  they  do  not  exercise  it  ia  France, 
Germany,  Austria,  Denmark,  or  any 
other  couatry  which,  like  them,  has  a 
written  constitution. 

A  more  complete  denial  of  popular 
control  of  this  government  could  not 
have  been  conceived  than  the  placing 
of  such  unreviewaible  power  ia  the 
hands  of  men  not  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple and  holding  offlce  for  life.  The 
legal-tender  act,  the  financial  policy  of 
the  government,  was  invalidated  by 
one  court,  then  validated  by  another 
after  a  change  In  Its  personnel.  The 
income  tax  was  held  constitutional  by 
the  court  for  a  hundred  years,  and 
then,  again  held  so,  but  by  a  sudden 
change  of  vote  by  one  judge  it  was  de- 
clared unconstitutional,  nullified,  and 
set  at  naught,  though  it  had  passed,  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote,  both 
houses  of  Congress,  containing  many 
lawyers  who  were  the  equals,  if  not 
the  superiors,  of  the  vacillating  judge, 
and  had  been  aiH)roved  by  the  Presi- 
dent. • 


This  was  all  negatived,  without  war- 
rant in  the  constitution,  by  the  vote 
of  one  judge;  and  thus  one  hundred 
million  dollars  and  more  of  annual 
taxation  was  transferred  from  those 
most  able  to  bear  It  and  placed  upon 
the  backs  of  those  who  already  carried 
more  than  their  fair  share.  Under  an 
untrue  assumption  of  authority,  sup- 
posedly given  by  thirty-nine  dead  men, 
one  man  nullified  the  action  of  Cong- 
ress and  the  President  and  the  will  of 
seventy-five  millions  of  living  people, 
aad  in  the  few  years  since  has  taxed 
the  property  and  labor  of  this  coun- 
try by  his  sole  vote  one  billion  three 
hundred  million  dollars,  which  Cong- 
ress, in  compliance  with  the  public 
will  and  relying  on  previous  decisions 
of  the  court,  had  decided  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  excessive  incomes  of 
the  rich. 

One-third  of  the  English  revenue  is 
derived  from  the  soiperfluities  of  the 
very  wealthy.  The  same  system  is  in 
force  m  all  other  civilized  countries. 
In  not  one  would  the  hereditary  mon- 
arch venture  to  veto  or  declare  null 
such  a  tax.  In  this  country  alone,  the 
people,  speaking  through  their  Cong- 
ress and  with  the  approval  of  their 
executive,  cannot  put  in  force  a  single 
measure  of  any  nature  whatever  with 
assurance  that  it  will  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  courts,  while  failure 
to  receive  approval  is  fatal;  for,  un- 
like the  veto  of  the  executive,  the 
unanimous  vote  of  Congress  cannot 
avail  against  it.  Of  what  avail,  for 
example,  will  be  the  rate  regulation 
bill  if  five  lawyers,  holding  offlce  for 
life,  not  elected  by  the  people,  shall 
see  fit  to  destroy  it  as  they  did  the 
income  tax  law?  Is  such  a  govern- 
ment a  reasonable  one?  And  should 
it  be  tolerated  after  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  of  experience  have  dem- 
onstrated the  caipacity  of  the  people 
for  self-government?  If  five  lawyers 
can  negative  the  will  of  one  hundred 
million  intelligent  people,  then  the  art 
of  government  in  this  country  is  re- 
duced to  the  selection  of  those  five 
lawyers. 

A  power  without  limit,  except  in  the 
shifting  views  of  the  court,  lies  in  the 
construction  placed  upon  the  Four- 
teenth amendment,  which  was  passed 
solely  to  prevent  discrimination 
against  the  colored  race,  but  has  been 
construed  by  the  court  to  confer  upon 
It  jurisdiction   to  hold  any  provision 
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of  any  statute  whatever  "not  due  pro- 
cess of  law." 

Nothinier  can  obtain  benefit  from  the 
growing  humanity  of  the  age,  express- 
ed by  the  popular  will,  In  any  states 
or  the  Congress,  if  such  statute  does 
not  meet  the  views  of  five  elderly  law- 
yers selected  by  infiuences  naturally 
antagonistic  to  the  laboring  class  and 
whose  training  and  daily  associations 
cannot  incline  them  in  favor  of  re- 
strictions upon  the  power  of  the  em- 
ployer. The  preservation  of  the  au- 
tonomy of  the  several  states  and)  of 
local  self  government  is  essential  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  government, 
which  otherwise  would  expire  in  the 
grasp  of  a  consolidated  despotism. 
Nothing  can  save  us  from  this  cen^ 
tripetal  force  but  the  repeal  of  the 
Fourteenth  amendment  or  a  recasting 
of  its  language  in  terms  that  no  future 
court  can  misinterpret. 

The  vast  political  power  now  as- 
serted and  exercised  by  the  court,  to 
set  aside  public  policies  after  their  full 
determination  by  congress,  cannot 
safely  be  left  in  the  hands  of  any  body 
of  men  without  supervision  or  control 
by  other  authority.  If  the  president 
errst  his  mandate  expires  in  four  years 
and  his  party  and  himself  are  held 
accountable  at  the  ballot  box.  If  mem- 
bers of  congress  err  they  must  account 
to  their  constituents.  The  federal  Ju- 
diciary hold  for  life,  and  though  popu- 
lar sentiment  may  change  the  entire 
personnel  of  the  other  two  great  de- 
partments of  government,  a  generation 
must  pass  away  to  change  the  supreme 
court,  which  possesses  an  irresponsible 
and  unrestricted  veto  upon  the  action 
of  the  other  departments — irresponsi- 
ble because  impeachment  is  practically 
impossible,  and  even  otherwise  could 
not  be  invoked  as  to  erroneous  de- 
cision. 

The  control  of  the  policy  of  govern- 
ment is  thus  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  but  in  the  power  of  a  amall 
body  of  men  not  chosen  by  the  people 
and  holding  for  life.  In  many  cases 
which  might  be  mentioned,  had  the 
court  been  elected,  men  not  biased  in 
favor  of  colossal  wealth  would  have 
filled  more  seats  upon  the  bench;  and 
if  there  had  been  such  decisions  as  in 
the  income  tax,  under  the  tenure  of  a 
term  of  years,  new  incumbents'  would 
have  been  chosen  to  pass  tvpon  it,  men 
upholding  the  right  of  congress  to  con- 
trol the  financial  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  will  of 


toe  present  day  and  age,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  the  shifting  views  which 
the  court  has  imputed  to  language 
used  by  a  mere  majority  of  the  fifty- 
five  men  who  met  in  Philadelphia  in 
1787.  Sucn  methods  of  controlling  the 
policy  of  government  are  no  whit  more 
tolerable  than  the  conduct  of  the  au- 
gurs of  old,  who  gave  the  permission 
for  peace  or  war,  for  battle  or  other 
public  movements,  by  declaring  from 
the  fiight  of  birds,  the  inspection  of 
the  entrails  of  fowls,  or  equally  wise 
devices,  that  the  omens  were  lucky  or 
unlucky. 

It  may  be  that  this  power  in  the 
courts,  however  illegally  grasped  or- 
iginally, has  been  too  long  acquiesced 
in,  to  be  questioned;  if  so,  the  only 
remedy  which  can  be  applied  is  to 
make  the  Judges  elective  and  for  a 
term  of  years,  for  no  people  can  per- 
mit its  will  to  be  denied  and  it9  des- 
tinies to  be  shaped  by  men  it  did  not 
choose  and  over  whose  conduct  it  has 
no  control,  having  no  power  to  change 
them. 

Every  federal  Judgeship  below  the 
supreme  court  can  be  abolished  by  act 
of  congress.  The  United  States  dis- 
trict and  circuit  Judges  can  be  legis- 
lated out  of  office  by  simple  act  of 
congress.  In  1831  the  attempt  was 
made  to  repeal  section  25  of  the  Ju- 
diciary act  of  17'8«,  by  virtue  of  which 
writs  of  error  lay  to  the  state  supreme 
courts  in  certain  cases. 

The  section  was  not  repealed,  but 
the  repeal  was  supported  and  voted 
for  by  Henry  Clay,  James  K.  Polk  and 
other  leaders  of  both  of  the  great  par- 
ties of  that  day.  But  what  is  needed 
is  not  the  exercise  by  congress  of  such 
limited  powers  as  it  undoubtedly  does 
possess  and  in  emergencies  will  exer- 
cise regulating  the  functions  of  the 
courts,  but  a  constitutional  revision  by 
which  the  fedieral  Judges,  like  other 
public  servants,  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
people  and  for  a  term  of  years. 

It  will  be  said  that  federal  Judges 
are  now  in  office  for  life,  and  that  it 
would  be  unjust  to  dispossess  them. 
State  Judges  in  each  state,  when  it 
changed  from  life  Judges  to  Jud^ges 
elected  by  the  people,  were  under  the 
same  conditions,  but  it  did  not  prevent 
miuch  needed  reform. 

When  the  constitution  was  adopted, 
in  only  one  state  was  the  governor 
elected  by  the  people,  and  the  Judges 
in  none.  In  most,  if  not  all  the  states, 
the   legislature,  especially  the  senate 
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branch,  was  chosen  by  restricted  suf- 
frage. The  schoolmaster  was  not 
abroad  in  the  land,  the  masses  were  il- 
literate, and  government  by  the  people 
waa  a  new  experiment  of  which  prop- 
erty holders  were  afraid:.  The  danger 
to  property  rights  did  not  thenv  as 
now,  come  from  the  other  direction — 
from  corporations. 

In  the  state  governments,  the  con- 
ditions existing  in  17(87  have  long 
since  been  changed.  The  governors 
and  members  of  both  branches  of  the 
legislature  have  long  ibeen  elective  by 
manhood  suffrage.  In  all  the  forty- 
five  states,  save  four,  judges  now  hold 
for  a  term  of  years^  and  in  three  of 
these  they  are  removable  upon  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  the  legislature.  \^ 
Rhode  Island  the  jud<ges  were  thus 
summarily  dropped  when  they  once 
held  an  act  of  the  legislature  invalid. 
In  England  the  will  of  the  people, 
when  expressed'  through  their  repre- 
sentatives in  parliament,  is  final.  Even 
the  king  cannot  veto  it,  and  no  judge 
ever  dreamed  that  he  had  the  power 
to  set  it  aside. 

It  has  never  been  charged  that  our 
judges  are  corruptly  influenced;  but 
the  passage  of  a  judge  from  the  bar  to 
the  bench  does  not  necessarily  destroy 
his  prejudices  or  his  predilections. 
'1  iiey  go  upon  the  bench  with  a  natural 
and  perhaps  unconscious  bias  from 
having  spent  their  lives  at  the  bar  in 
advocacy  of  corporate  claims,  which 
will  unconsciously,  but  effectively  be 
reflected  in  the  decisions  they  make. 
Having  attempted  as  lawyers  to  per- 
suade courts  to  view  debated  questions 
from  a  standipoint  of  aggregated 
wealth,  they  doubtless  end  by  sincere- 
ly believing  in  the  correctness  of  those 
views,  and  not  unnaturally  put  them 
in  force  when  in  turn  they  themselves 
ascend  the  bench.  This  trend  in  fed'- 
eral  decisions  has  been  pronounced. 
Then,  too,  incumbents  of  seats  upon 
the  federal  circuit  and  district  bench 
cannot  be  oblivious  to  the  influence 
which  procures  their  promotion — and 
how  fatal  to  confirmation  by  the  plu- 
tocratic majority  in  the  senate  will  be 
the  expression  of  any  judicial  views 
not  in  accordance  with  the  "safe,  sane 
and  sound"  predominance  of  wealth! 

In  1820  Mr.  Jefferson  had  discovered 
the  "sapping  and  mining,"  as  he  term- 
ed It,  of  the  life-tenure  appointive 
federal  judiciary,  owing  no  gratitude 
to  the  people  and  fearing  no  inconveni- 


ence from  them,  however  arbitrary  in 
the  discharge  of  office;  possessing  the 
autocratic  power  of  absolute  respon- 
sibility. This  is  glaringly  evident 
when  we  compare  their  jurisdiction  in 
1801,  when  Marshall  ascended  the 
bench,  and  their  jurisdiction  in  1907. 
The  conatitution  has  been  remade  by 
the  courts  since  then  and  rewritten  in 
the  judicial  glosses  put  up  to  it  Had 
it  been  understood  in  1787,  to  mean 
what  it  is  construed  to  mean  today,  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  not  a  single  state 
would  have  ratified  it 

If  the  people  are  to  be  trusted  to  se- 
lect the  executive  and  the  legislature, 
they  are  also  fit  to  select  the  judges. 
The  people  are  wiser  than  the  ap- 
pointing power,  which,  viewing  judge- 
ship as  patronage,  has,  with  scarcely 
an  exception,  filled  the  federal  bench 
with  appointees  of  its  own  party.  Pub- 
lic opinion,  the  cornerstone  of  free 
government,  has  no  place  in  the  selec- 
tion or  supervision  of  the  judicial  au- 
gurs who  assume  power  to  set  aside 
the  will  of  ine  people  though  declared 
by  unanimous  congress  and  executive. 
The  late  Judige  Seymour  Thompson 
said:  "If  the  proposition  to  make  the 
federal  judiciary  elective  instead  of 
appointive  is  once  seriously  discussed 
before  the  people,  nothing  can  stay  the 
growth  of  that  sentiment"  But  great 
aggregations  of  wealth  know  their 
own  interests,  and  there  is  no  reform 
and  no  constitutional  amendment  they 
will  oppose  more  bitterly  than  this. 

Someone  observed  to  Mr.  Gladstone 
that  "the  people  are  not  always  right," 
to  which  he  replied,  "No,  but  they  are 
rarely  wrong."  When  they  are  wrong, 
their  intelligence  and  their  interests 
combine  to  make  them  correct  the 
wrong,  but  when  rulers,  whether  kings 
or  life  juuges  or  great  corporations, 
commit  an  error  against  the  interests 
of  the  masses  there  is  no  such  certain- 
ty of  correction. 

The  government  and  the  destinies  of 
a  great  people  should  always  be  kept 
in  their  own  hands. 


"This  is  a  gr-reat  counthry,  Mary 
Ann.  We  will  prosper  foinly,  I  don't 
doubt." 

"And  what  makes  you  think  so, 
Pat?" 

**Sure,  Oi've  just  learned  that  yez 
can  buy  a  five-dollar  money  order  for 
three  cents." — Exchange. 
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AARON'S  ROD/'  OR  GOVERN- 
MENT BY  FEDERAL  JUDGES 


(By  Hon,  Walter  Olark,  LL.D.,  Chief  Justice  of  North  Carolina.) 


Next  to  the  abuse  of  the  injunction 
process  perhaps  the  most  insidious 
and  dangerous  of  the  many  methods  of 
attack  upon  trades  unions  is  that  of 
discouraging  our  efforts  in  the  politi- 
cal field  by  inducing  the  courts  to  set 
aside  the  few  laws  enacted  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  workers  by  declaring 
them  unconstitutional.  The  employ- 
ers fear  the  entrance  of  the  laborers 
into  the  political  field  and  are  doing 
their  utmost  to  delay  the  inevitable. 

The  first  steps  to  be  taken  to  offset 
these  attacks  through  the  courts  are 
outlined  in  the  following  excerpts 
from  an  article  which  recently  ap- 
peared in  The  Arena;  although  per- 
manent relief  will  only  be  obtained  if, 
when  the  constitution  has  been  so 
anuended  that  all  Judges  must  be  elect- 
ed, we  take  an  active  part  in  the  selec- 
tion of  candidates  for  the  bench.  By 
all  means  make  these  positions  elec- 
tive and  to  be  held  only  during  good 
behavior,  then  let  us  see  to  it  that  the 
nominations  are  not  controlled  by  the 
money  interests,  even  though  to  pre- 
vent it  we  be  compelled  to  break  the 
fetters  of  party  bondage  and  enter  tne 
political  field  as  an  independent  party. 
Judge  Clark  says: 

"The  Fourteenth  Amendment  of  the 
Constitution  was  passed  solely  for  the 
protection  of  the  then  lately  emanci- 
pated' colored  people.  But  it  is  certain 
that  it  is  not  being  used  for  the  only 
purpose  for  which  its  adoption  was 
avowedly  urged.  It  is  equally  certain 
that  it  has  been  seized  upon  by  pluto- 
cratic and  capitalistic  combinations  as 
a  means  through  which  to  nullify  all 
legislative  or  congressional  action 
that  is  not  to  their  liking.  Adopted 
for  the  protection  of  the  negro,  it  has 
become  the  asylum  of  the  millionaire. 

"This  has  been  easy  work.  The  fed- 
eral Judges  are  not  elective.  The  pop- 
ular will  has  not  only  no  choice  in 
their  selection,  but  as  their  tenure  is 
for  life,  popular  sentiment,  however 
Just  or  strong,  or  however  indignant 
under   Just   provocation,    is   no   check 


upon  their  conduct.  Of  the  11^  United 
States  Judges,  there  are  very  few,  who 
were  not  corporation  lawyers  before 
appointment.  There  are  still  fewer 
who  do  not  owe  their  appointment  to 
trust  or  corporation  infiuences,  vigor- 
ously exerted  in  their  behalf.  There 
is  not  one  whose  appointment  would 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  plutocratic 
senate,  if  confirmation  had  been  op- 
posed by  the  capitalistic  combinations 
to  whom  a  majority  of  the  senators 
owe  their  seats. 

"Thus  selected,  thus  confirmed,  and 
thus  holdinig  the  federal  Judiciary  is 
the  ideal  instrument  of  government 
for  the  plutocracy.  Th%  powers  as- 
sumed (without  any  provision  of  the 
Constitution  to  authorize  it,  and  in- 
deed, despite  the  fact  that  the  notion 
to  insert  it  was  four  times  voted  down 
by  the  Constitutional  Cpnvention  at 
Philadelphia  in  1787)  to  declare  any 
legislation  unconstitutional,  gave  the 
Judiciary  the  power,  and  the  Four- 
teenth Amendment,  by  a  process  of 
misconstruction,  has  given  the  Judges 
the  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  abso- 
lute and  arbitrary  power. 

"The  Fourteenth  Amendment  made 
the  colored  'citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  State  wherein  they 
reside.'  It  then  adds:  'No  State  shall 
make  or  enforce  any  law  which  shall 
abridge  the  privileges  or  immunities 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  nor 
shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of 
life,  liberty  or  property  without  due 
process  of  law;  nor  deny  to  any  per- 
son wltaln  its  Jurisdiction  the  equal 
proteciion  of  the  laws.'  The  colored 
people,  for  the  protection  of  whose 
rights  the  amendtaient  was  passed, 
have  ceased  to  be  regarded.  The 
words  'citizens  of  the  United  States'  as 
now  construed  in  practice  mean  any 
'railroad  or  other  corporation.'  The 
words  'due  process  of  law'  have  been 
construed  to  embrace  anything  and 
everything,  at  the  will  of  the  Judge. 

**Glven  a  Judiciary  mostly  recruited 
from  the  ranks  of  corporation  lawyers 
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and  unable  to  put  off  the  preconceived 
opinions  and  bias  received  In  years  of 
contests  at  the  bar;  removed  from  re- 
spect for  popular  Judgment  of  their 
conduct,  however  arbitrary,  by  the 
most  undemocratic  provision  of  life 
tenure;  armed  with  the  self-assumed 
power  of  setting  aside  any  legislation, 
whether  State  or  Federal,  as  unconsti- 
tutional (of  which  they  are  sole 
judges) ;  and  of  holding,  at  their  Ir- 
responsible will  and  pleasure  anything 
that  displeases  them  to  be  'not  due 
process  of  law,'  the  result  Is  that  the 
Federal  Judges  possess  an  Irre- 
sponsible, unlimited  and  arbitrary 
power  greater  than  any  to  which  Plan- 
tagenet,  Tudor  or  Stuart  ever  aspired 

"Under  skillful  manipulation  the 
Fourteenth  Amendment  has  become 
like  'Aaron's  Rod'  that  swallowed  all 
the  other  rods.  Under  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Federal  Judges,  the  Four- 
teenth Amendment  effectually  repeals 
both  the  Tenth  Amendment  and  the 
Eleventh, — Indeed,  It  reverses  and  re- 
duces to  naught  all  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  which 
made  that  Instrument  one  of  granted 
powers  and  reserved  all  other  powers 
to  the  States  or  the  people  thereof. 

"If  the  Federal  judiciary  can,  at  will, 
hold  any  act  of  any  State  Legislature, 
or  of  Congress,  to  be  'not  due  process 
of  law'  and  therefore  unconstitutional, 
or  can,  as  a  Federal  Judge  In  North 
Carolina  has  done,  enjoin  the  people 
of  the  State  and  Its  officials  from  put- 
ting In  force  a  statute,  which  the  judge 
has  not  even  taken  the  time  or  the 
trouble  to  declare  unconstitutional — 
in  short,  forbid  them  to  even  think 
about  the  matter  until  he  shall  have 
thought  It  over  and  settled  It, — and 
then  we  have  found  the  pou  sto  of  the 
old  Greek,  the  ultimate  source  of  all 
political  power. 

"In  the  great  case  of  McCullough  v. 
Maryland,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  said: 
'This  government  Is  acknowledged  by 
all  to  be  one  of  enumerated  powers. 
The  principle  that  It  can  exercise  only 
the  powers  granted  to  It  would  seem 
too  apparent  to  have  required  to  be 
enforced  by  all  those  arguments  which 
Its  enlightened  friends,  while  It  was 
depending  before  the  people,  found  It 
necessary  to  urge.  That  principal  Is 
now  universally  admitted.' 

"The  sphere  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  its  limits  have  been  settled 


and  marked  out  by  Judge  Marshall  as 
above  quoted.  George  Washington  in 
his  farewell  address  thus  said:  'If,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  distri- 
bution or  modification  of  the  consti- 
tutional powers  be  in  any  particular 
wrong,  let  it  be  corrected  by  an  amend- 
ment in  the  mode  which  the  Constitu- 
tion designates.  But  let  there  be  no 
change  by  usurpation;  for,  though 
this,  in  one  Instance,  may  be  the  in- 
strument of  good,  it  is  the  customary 
weapon  by  which  free  governments  are 
destroyed.  The  precedent  must  always 
greatly  overbalance  in  permanent  evil 
any  partial  or  transient  benefit  which 
the  use  can  at  any  time  yield.' 

"It  must  be  remembered  that  all  the 
Federal  Courts  below  the  Supreme 
Court  are  created  and  their  powers  are 
conferred,  by  Congress,  which  can  re- 
strict or  withdraw  their  powers  and 
even  abolish  such  courts  and  estab- 
lish others  at  will.  Indeed,  in  1802 
Congress  did  abolish  sixteen  Circuit 
Courts.  And  since  that  time  it  has 
abolished  two  District  Courts.  While 
the  Supreme  Court  is  created  by  the 
.Constitution,  with  specified  powers  the 
Constitution  adds,  'with  such  excep- 
tions and  under  such  regulations  as 
the  Congress  shall  make.'  Those  regu- 
lations Congress  prescribed  In  the  Judl- 
ary  Act  of  1789,  which  Congress  has 
amended  often  since.  It  has  also  in- 
creased or  diminished  the  number  of 
Supreme  Court  Judges  at  will. 

"The  remedy  is  therefore  u)  that 
Congress  should  take  from  the  sub- 
ordinate Federal  Judges  the  power  to 
grant  injunctions  whose  effect  will  be 
to  suspend  any  act  of  a  State  Legisla- 
ture or  Congress.  If  any  act  is  un- 
constitutional, let  that  be  pleaded  in 
the  State  court,  with  the  right  to  re- 
view by  writ  of  error  in  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  That  was  the 
time-honored  and  exclusive  way  till 
these  later  days.  (2)  The  number 
of  Federal  District  Judges  and  Circuit 
Judges  should  be  diminished.  New  dis- 
tricts are  made  to  furnish  high  salaries 
to  politicians  who  cannot  command 
popular  approval.  (3)  The  best  rem- 
edy is  to  put  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the 
tree  by  a  constitutional  amendment,  or 
by  a  constitutional  convention,  which 
shall  make  all  Federal  Judges  elective 
for  a  term  of  years, — six,  eight  or  ten 
years.  The  District  Judges  could  be 
chosen    by    the    qualified    voters    in 
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the  respective  districts.  The  Cir- 
cQit  Judges  could  be  chosen  in  like 
manner  in  each  circuit  The  union 
could  be  divided  into  nine  divisions, 
for  each  of  which  a  Supreme .  Court 
Judge  should  be  chosen,  and  the  nine 
Judges  thus  elected  could  choose  one 
of  their  number  Chief  Justice. 

"At  present  the  supreme  power  is 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  people  but  in 
the  power  of  the  Judges,  who  can  set 
aside  at  will  any  expression  of  the  peo- 
ple's will  made  through  an  act  of  Con- 
gress or  a  State  Legislature.  These 
judges  are  not  chosen  Dy  the  people, 
nor  subject  to  review  by  them.  This 
is  arbitrary  power  and  the  corpora- 
tions have  taken  possession  of  it  sim- 
ply by  naming  a  majority  of  the 
judges.  Congress  can  curb  this  by  re- 
stricting their  powers  and  abolishing 
some  of  the  districts.  But  tlje  only 
root  and  branch  remedy  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  by  amending  the 
Constitution  as  to  the  method  of  elect- 
ing judges  and  abolishing  the  thor- 
oughly undemocratic  and  dangerous 
life  tenure. 

The  remedy  is  with  the  people 
themselves.  I  hold  with  that  grand 
old  patriot,  James  Hunter,  who,  after 
the  battle  of  the  Alamance  was  lost, 
declared,  "I  believe  that  the  people  are 
as  much  master  now  as  ever.' " — La- 
hor  Clarion,  San  Francisco. 


Why  Not  State  Work? 

Why  not  State  work?  Why  should 
not  every  man  or  woman,  with  two 
hands  and  a  willing  mind,  have  work 
proportioned  to  his  or  her  strength? 
As  much  work  as  desired,  and  always 
food,  shelter  and  clothing  in  return? 

Think  it  out.  In  these  days  we  hear  of 
a  lot  of  men  who  want  work  and  food. 
As  if  there  is  not,  and  should  not  be, 
always  an  abundance  of  both.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  both.  Work — 
which  means  things  to  do  to  make  old 
earth  productive — is  like  the  ocean  air 
around  us.  W^  breathe  the  latter, 
when  we  feel  the  need,  and  we  ought 
to  work  as  freely. 

It  is  the  existing  of  men  and  women 
in  communities — their  coming  together 
»n  crowds,  and  living  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  that  has  made  the  problem  of 
work  and  poverty.  Is  it  not,  then,  a 
problem  to  be  solved  by  the  whole 
crowd— by  the  community? 


Why  should  not  the  community  pro- 
vide (365  days  in  the  year)  oppor- 
tunity to  work — ^work  at  living  wages? 
It  is  never  more  than  a  question  of 
furnishing  the  tools,  and  land  is  one  of 
the  chief  tools.  Work  produces  things 
of  value,  and  those  who  took  the 
State's  offer  to  work  would  create  the 
food,  the  clothing,  the  shelter  which 
they  need.  There  would  be  no  real  tax 
upon  the  thrifty.  There  is  not  any 
real  question  of  "pauperizing"  the  com- 
munity. There  is  no  competition  from 
a  lot  of  people  who  are  exchanging 
their  work  for  the  necessities  of  life. 
There  is  no  tax.  or  burden  from  a 
number  of  people  who  are  creating  the 
things  they  consume. 

It  is  all  a  question  of  furnishing  the 
tools.  The  tools  may  be  land  and  farm 
implements;  they  may  be  ledgers,  or 
planes  and  saws,  a  workshop,  a  broom 
factory,  a  road  on  which  to  pound 
stone,  or  a  warm  room  with  some  yarn 
and  knitting  needles  in  which  an  old 
lady  may  sit  and  knit  mittens.  That  is 
all  a  matter  of  detail.  The  point  is 
this:  The  State — the  conmiunity — the 
city,  county  or  nation — ought  to  raise 
the  first  cost  by  tax  on  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  then  furnish  tools — set  up 
the  farm,  the  shop,  the  place  to  knit, 
and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  dispense — 
not  alms,  but  a  chance  to  work.  Let 
this  work  be  for  wages,  and  let  the 
profit  go  to  those  who  make  it. 

This  is  the  only  enlightened  way  to 
deal  with  this  growing  and  always 
present  problem  of  the  needy.  There 
will  always,  in  a  community,  be  the 
weak,  the  thriftless,  the  unfortunate. 
Something  that  is  always  with  us 
ought  not  to  be  faced  as  a  temporary 
emergency.  It  should  be  solved  as  we 
solve  the  problem  of  a  city's  drainage 
— by  a  public  tax,  a  public  expenditure 
of  the  money  raised,  on  a  harmonious, 
logical  and  complete  plan — a  plan  de- 
vised to  meet  the  need. 

If  this  be  socialism — communism — 
then  welcome  both.  It  is  sense. — 
From  Cincinnati  Post. 


Sunday-school  Teacher — "Now,  chil- 
dren, we  have  read  the  story  of  Re- 
becca at  the  well.  Who  can  tell  me 
why  she  was  waiting  there?" 

Little  Johnny  Wise — **I  guess  her 
sweetheart  was  a  milkman  and  she 
knew  he  was  bound  to  show  up  at  the 
well." — Exchange. 
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AN  URGENT  APPEAL 

FOR  FINANCIAL  AID 


To  Defend  the  Fundamental 
Rights  of  Free  Speech  and  a 
Free  Press, 


To  All  Organized  Labor,  Greeting: 

Justice  Gould  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  issued 
an  injunction  against  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  its  officers, 
officially  and  individually. 

The  injunction  invades  the  liberty 
of  the  press,  the  liberty  of  speech.  It 
enjoins  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  or  its  officers,  from  printing, 
writing  or  orally  conmiunicating  the 
fact  that  the  Buck's  Stove  and  Range 
Company  has  assumed  an  attitude  of 
hostility  toward  labor,  and  that  or- 
ganized labor  has  made  this  fact 
known,  and  asks  its  friends  to  use 
their  influence  and  purchasing  power 
with  a  view  of  bringing  about  an  ad- 
justment of  all  matters  in  controversy 
between  that  company  and  organized 
labor.  The  injunction  is  of  the  most 
sweeping  character,  and  it,  as  well  as 
the  suit  in  connection  therewith,  must, 
of  necessity,  be  contested  in  the  qourts. 
though  it  reach  the  highest  judicial 
tribunal  of  our  country. 

With  this  is  a  reprint  of  an  editorial 
from  the  February  (1908)  American 
Federationi8t,  entitled  "Free  Speech, 
Free  Press  Invaded  by  Injunction 
Against  A.  F.  of  L. — A  Review  and 
Protest."  The  editorial  contains  a 
full  presentation  of  labor's  position  in 
regard  to  this  injunction. 

The  executive  council  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  has  retained 
the  services  of  Hon.  Alton  B.  Parker, 
former  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
Messrs.  Ralston  and  Siddons,  as  coun- 
sel to  defend  the  right  of  labor  and 
the  more  general  rights  of  all  our  peo- 
ple involved  in  this  injunction  and 
suit;  the  rights,  as  we  have  said,  of 
the  freedom  of  press  and  the  freedom 
of  speech. 

The  Norfolk  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  author- 
ized the  levying  of  an  assessment  of 
one  per  cent,  per  member  of  affiliated 


organizations  for  this  case  and  gave 
the  executive  council  power  to  levy 
additional  assessments.  If  necessary. 
One  of  these  assessments  has  be^ 
levied,  but  it  is  found  to  be  insufficient 
to  meet  the  exigencies  and  needs  of 
the  case. 

We  believe  that  organized  labor,  its 
membership  and  its  friends  would 
prefer  to  make  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  financial  aid  rather  than  ad- 
ditional assessments  be  levied. 

Because  of  the  necessity  to  defend 
the  fundamental  rights  of  free  speech 
and  free  press  of  the  working  people 
today,  and  which  may  involve  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  and  the  freedom  of 
speech  of  all  our  people  in  the  future, 
we  appeal  to  all  unions  and  union 
members,  and  the  friends  of  justice  to 
contribute  as  promptly  and  as  gener- 
ously as  they  can,  in  order  that  a  legal 
defense  fund  may  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
defend  the  rights  of  labor,  and  the 
rights  of  our  people  before  the  courts. 

Send  all  contributions  direct  to 
Frank  Morrison,  423-425  G  street. 
Northwest,  Washington,  D.  C,  who 
will  send  receipt  for  same. 

Samuel  Gompebs,  President. 

Frank  Mobbison,  Secretary. 


What  Are  We  Going  to  do  About 
Railroad  Accidents, 

January  30,  1908. 

The  appearance  of  the  yearly  Acci- 
dent Bulletin  is  always  occasion  for 
expressions  of  horror  by  the  great 
dailies,  and  too  often  with  ill-consid- 
ered demands  for  drastic  legislation. 
The  Evening  Post,  sane  and  with  fine 
traditions  to  live  up  to,  asks  a  proper 
question  which  we  prefer  to  think  is 
addressed  to  railroads  rather  than  to 
legislators.    It  says: 

"If  5,000  persons  had  been  killed  and 
76,286  wounded  in  battle,  or  in  two  or 
three  accidents  the  country  would  be 
aflame  at  the  news.  Because  these 
casualties  occurred  on  our  railroads  in 
the  course  of  twelve  months  nobody 
pays  much  attention  to  them.  The 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  gives 
the  ghastly  figures  in  its  recent  annual 
report.  They  bring  up  the  question 
anew,  nvhat  are  we  going  to  do  about 
it?' " 
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The  answer  of  the  railroads  might 
truthfully  be:  *'We  are  doing  more 
than  ever  before.  We  are  making 
progress  but  cannot  be  successful  until 
we  are  allowed  to  control  our  em- 
ployes." Nevertheless,  the  railroads  do 
less  than  their  full  duty  In  organiza- 
tion and  ylgilence,  and  are  legally  and 
morally  guilty  of  criminal  negligence. 

Tbajs  Aooident  Killings. 

While  it  is  true  that  5,000  passengers 
and  employes  have  been  killed  on  the 
railroads  the  last  year,  nevertheless 
people  generally  accept  this  as  mean- 
hig  train  accident  killing,  and  assume 
that  all  of  it,  or  nearly  all  of  it,  can 
be  stopped.  The  common  belief  is  mis- 
leading and  does  a  lot  of  harm.  An 
injury  is  a  variable  from  a  bruised 
thmnb  to  the  loss  of  a  leg,  and  the 
minuteness  of  reporting  varies  on  dif- 
fer^t  railroads  and  in  different  coun- 
tries, so  that  fair  comparison  can  be 
had  from  the  more  accurate  record  of 
those  killed.  Let  us  separate  the 
items  and  see  how  much  of  the  killing 
is  within  the  control  of  the  railroad 
officers  or  any  one. 

Only  1,421  persons  were  killed  in 
train  accld^ts.  Of  these  776  lost  their 
liyes  in  collisions,  and  It  is  quite 
nearly  true  to  say  that  every  collision 
is  dae  to  disobedience  of  orders — a  lack 
of  discipline — so  that  this  much  is 
pure  waste  and  can  be  stopped.  Of 
the  515  lives  lost  In  derailments  this 
is  nearly  but  not  quite  so  true;  of 
these  fully  one-fourth  were  caused  by 
defects  in  equipment,  preventable,  but 
not  by  the  same  methods.  Equipment 
includes  the  roadway  and  its  struc- 
tures, as  well  as  the  rolling  stock. 

The  Httmane  Effect  of  Safety 
Devices. 

In  coupling  and  uncoupling  cars  302 
onployes  lost  their  lives  last  year.  In 
the  year  1S90  a  greater  number,  396, 
were  killed  while  doing  the  work,  al- 
though the  number  of  freight  cars  has 
considerably  more  than  doubled,  and 
the  yard  and  terminal  work  has  In- 
creased by  a  much  larger  proportion. 
Railroad  accidents  show,  uncertainly, 
that  15  are  injured  for  each  one  killed, 
but  in  car-coupling  accidents  the  ratio 
is  about  23  to  1.  In  1890  7,842  were 
injured  while  coupling  cars — less  than 
half  as  many  cars  were  coupled  as  la&t 
year,  when  only  3,948  were  Injured; 
that  Is  to  say  more  than  75  per  cent. 


of  these  injuries  have  been  eliminated. 
We  may  say  that  this  reduction  in  kill- 
ing and  wounding  is  entirely  due  to 
the  automatic  car  coupler. 

In  tending  switches  and  other  simi- 
lar work  about  trains  310  were  killed 
last  year.  This,  too.  Is  a  proportionate 
reduction  due  to  the  use,  in  busy  yards, 
of  a  i>ower  movement  of  switches  in 
connection  with  Interlocking  machines. 
In  contact  with  overhead  bridges  and 
structures  142  lives  were  lost  last  year. 
Here  there  has  been  an  enormous  re- 
duction, due  entirely  to  the  Westing- 
house  air  brakes,  with  the  result  that 
brakemen  rarely  need  to  ride  on 
freight  car  roofs.  There  remains  un- 
classified the  large  number  of  1,873 
lives  lost  on  the  railroads'  right  of 
way.  Perhaps  the  largest  single  item 
is  the  killing  of  trackmen.  Material 
Improvements  have  been  made  In 
methods  of  watching  and  warning,  but 
we  need  not  expect  much  reduction  in 
this  kind  of  killing. 

We  Caw  Save  1,000  Lives. 
It  seems,  therefore,  that  only  a 
small  reduction  in  the  above-mentioned 
total  of  3,599  lives  lost  outside  of  train 
accidents.  It  appears  also  that  nearly 
all  of  the  1,421  lives  would  be  saved 
if  there  were  strict  obedience  by  em- 
ployee, and  if  the  design  and  material 
of  rolling  stock  were  perfect  Perfec- 
tion, however,  is  not  to  be  obtained. 
Without  going  Into  detail,  it  does  seem 
possible  to  reduce  that  loss  by  two- 
thirds — that  is  to  say,  our  problem  is 
limited  to  the  saving  of  one  thousand 
lives  of  passengers  and  employes  every 
year  in  railroad  operation. 

W.  H.  BOABDMAN, 

Editor  Railroad  Ckizette. 


Supreme  Court  to  Suppress 
Labor  Laws  at  all  Hazards 

Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  11. — It  ap- 
pears that  the  United  States  Supreme 
CJourt  fully  Intends,  if  Congress  gets 
too  radical  in  labor  legislation,  to  take 
the  power  of  legislation  from  Congress 
and  make  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
by  declaring  unconstitutional  any  that 
do  not  meet  its  approbation. 

It  is  extremely  Improbable  that  any 
measure  which  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  regards  as  of  dangerous 
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tendency  can  pass  muster  before  tliat 
bench,  no  matter  how  it  is  amended  by 
Congress  to  meet  the  objection  of  un- 
constitutionality. 

Must  Suppbess  Mob. 

The  Justices  are  not  confident  that 
Congress  can  be  relied  upon  to  stand 
permanently  between  the  constitution 
and  what  one  of  the  Justices  calls  "the 
mob/'  and  they  are  determined  to  ful- 
fill their  ancient  function  of  bulwarks. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
late  labor  decisions  of  the  court  are 
merely  a  beginning  of  a  series  which 
will  confront  the  innovators  at  every 
step.  The  decisions  already  declared 
unconstitutional  are  the  employers*  IJa- 
bility  act  and  the  Erdman  compulsory 
arbitration  act,  affecting  disputes  be- 
tween labor  and  capital. 

Have  Country  at  Mebct. 

Whoever  Is  president  now  and  for 
the  succeeding  four  years  the  justices 
are  confident  the  composition  of  the 
court  cannot  be  changed  in  that  time 
so  as  to  interfere  with  their  intention. 

President  Roosevelt  has  proposed 
that  certain  laws  recently  declared  un- 
constitutional by  the  Supreme  Court 
be  changed.  Senator  La  Toilette  and 
others  have  introduced  measures  to 
cure  the  defects. 


A  YOUNG  CAPTAIN 

or  INDUSTRY 


New  Plot  to  Blow  up  Czar. 

London,  Feb.  11. — ^A  sensational 
story  comes  from  St.  Petersburg  which 
gives  details  of  the  latest  reported  plot 
against  the  czar.  A  letter  containing 
the  terrorist  death  sentence  was  found 
in  the  bedroom  of  the  czarowitz.  In- 
vestigation, according  to  this  report, 
showed  a  net  work  of  electric  wires 
within  the  palace  connected  with  sev- 
enteen bombs  in  various  parts  of  the 
building.  The  bombs  could  be  fired 
simultaneously  by  pressing  a  button. 


WANTED. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Mr.  A. 
H.  Woods,  Jr.,  who  formerly  worked 
in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Address  Miss 
Grace  Luse,  926  Felix  street,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 


Hamilton  Carhartt,  Jr.  Succeeds 
His  Father,  Who  Retires  From 
Control  of  Immense  Business. 


To  spend  26  years  in  preparation,  26 
years  in  application,  then,  if  success- 
ful, 25  years  in  recreation. 

Such  was  the  resolution  made  in  his 
youth  by  Hamilton  Carhartt,  who  has 
just  given  over  the  active  management 
of  his  giant  wholesale  clothing  manu- 
facturing business  to  his  son,  Hamilton 
Carhartt,  Jr.,  and  entered  upon  the 
third  "lap"  of  his  career,  that  of  en- 
joying the  fortune  he  has  made. 

Mr.  Carhartt,  Sr.,  says  he  is  now 
selling  his  house  preparatory  to  grad- 
ual retirement  from  actual  business. 
The  son  becomes  vice-president  and  as. 
sistant  manager  of  the  big  establish- 
ment at  Michigan  avenue  and  Tenth 
street,  with  its  3600  and  more  agencies 
in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  coun- 
try, its  hundreds  of  employes,  and  its 
enormous  business,  reaching  nearly  a 
million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  an- 
nually. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  in 
incorporating  his  business  the  first  of 
the  year,  Mr.  Carhartt  distributed  ab- 
solutely free  among  his  employes  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars  worth  of  the  pre- 
ferred stock  of  the  new  corporation, 
which  bears  7  per  cent,  annual  inter- 
est. To  all  who  had  been  with  him 
above  a  certain  length  of  time,  this 
distribution  was  made  ranging  from 
liSOO  to  a  single  person,  down. 

Mr.  Carhartt,  Jr.,  when  asked  re- 
garding his  plans  and  expectations, 
said: 

"I  expect  to  make  this  business  my 
life  work,  and  if  not  to  increase  it,  at 
least,  to  keep  intact  the  grand  indus- 
try already  built  up. 

"My  father  has  always  said  that  his 
manufacturing  business  was  not  start- 
ed to  do  the  gainful  thing  alone,  but 
the  Just  and  honest  thing  first,  gainful 
if  possible. 

"I  think  that  it  will  be  admitted  that 
h^  has  accomplished  both,  as  our  busi- 
ness has  reached  the  enormous  propor- 
tion of  nearly  one  and  one-quarter  mil- 
lion dollars  annually  without  a  single 
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representative  to  solicit  business  for 
us,  and  our  relations  with  our  em- 
ployes—companions in  industry  we 
like  to  call  them — ^are  most  j>leasant 
and  cordial." 

Toung  Carhartt  sai^  he  was  not  a 
college  graduate,  but  that  he  had  at- 
tended Michigan  University   until   he 


Mr.  Carhartt  said  he  came  home 
fully  convinced  that  we  had  nothing  to 
learn  from  foreigners  as  to  labor-sav- 
ing machinery  or  expert  manufactur- 
ing in  his  line,  and  that  he  would 
never  allow  the  employes  of  his  firm 
to  be  reduced  to  such  conditions  as  are 
the  wage  earners  of  the  continent. 


t^^^^^^tpk'^ 

x^f  ^H 

. 

i^^Hr'''*^' 

m-    l^M 

i 

Hit 

"M 

I 

PPF^'     ''^  ^ 

^^F 

^B 

\                  '^^^i^^l 

■K%i^H 

^^^B/ 

'■m^^^l 

^^^Xf-^^^^ 

^■Bftf 

^HTvv'o^-aV^^ 

'%^^^kj^l 

^W-     ■■  •  -^ 

^pKF/ 

;^^^^B 

'*^W 

\.,:                              ^^^^9 

W              '  -."^'^li 

^py 

\               |» 

■jJ_J^^K 

\!ii^^§ 

'i^fl^^HR 

/ 

"^m 

HAMILTON  CARHARTT.  Jr. 

decided  to  take  up  a  commercial  career 
instead  of  professional  one.  It  was 
then  his  Judgment,  as  well  as  that  of 
bis  advisers,  that  a  schooling  in  actual 
business  would  be  superior  to  any 
other  for  such  a  work. 

After  leaving  college,  he  made  an  ex- 
tensive trip  through  Europe  to  fa- 
miliarize himself  with  the  foreign 
manufacturing  and  labor  situation. 


"There  is  a  Mohammedan  maxim 
that  'one  hour  in  the  execution  of  Jus- 
tice is  worth  70  years  of  prayer,'  and 
this  is  one  of  the  maxims  of  our  busi- 
ness," young  Carhartt  said. 

"Our  employes'  interests  are  looked 
after  first  and  foremost.  They  are  eu" 
couraged  to  take  an  interest  in  our 
business  financially,  as  they  arei  sold 
the  preferred-  7  per  cent,  stock  at  par. 
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and  many  of  them  have  already  taken 
advantage  of  this  opportunity. 

"Everything  is  done  for  their  com- 
fort and  welfare.  A  social  secretary 
is  employed  to  look  after  their  moral 
and'  physical  well  being.  Our  factory 
is  of  the  highest  sanitary  condition, 
and  the  surroundings  are  cheerful  and 
interesting,  while  the  hours  of  work 
are  short,  with  a  Saturday  half-holi- 
day." 


Roosevelt's  Bombast 

Since  President  Roosevelt  delivered 
his  recent  message  to  Congress,  there 
has  been  considerable  comment  of  a 
favorable  character  in  eulogy  of  the 
courage  of  the  man  who  castigated  the 
trusts  and  corporations.  A  vast  num- 
ber of  people  have  forgotten  the  former 
weak  message  that  the  President  sent 
to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent session,  and  the  claim  is  made  that 
Roosevelt  has  once  again  donned  his 
fighting  clothes,  to  deal  predatory 
wealth  a  solar  plexus  blow. 

The  defenders  and  advocates  of  the 
"big  stick"  are  Jubilant  and  point  with 
pride  to  the  recent  message  of  Roose> 
velt  as  indisputable  proof  that  the 
"bronco  buster"  is  still  the  uncom- 
promising and  relentless  foe  of  un- 
satiable  and  despotic  greed. 

The  President  has  demanded  an 
adequate  and  constitutional  employers' 
liability  law,  to  replace  one  held  in- 
valid by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  urged  the  necessity 
for  government  setting  example  to 
state  by  caring  for  its  injured  em- 
ployes. The  President  has  demanded 
immediate  relief  from  the  growing 
abuse  of  the  injunction  evil. 

He  has  demanded  control  of  railways 
to  prevent  stock-Jobbing,  exorbitant 
rates  and  rebating,  and  has  urged  that 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
shall  be  clothed  with  an  enlargement 
of  authority  and  power  to  regulate  rail- 
road affairs. 

In  closing  his  message  he  has  used 
the  most  vigorous  language  in  denun- 
ciation of  monopolies  and  conspiracies 
in  restraint  of  competition  and  trade, 
and  demands  that  the  anti-trust  laws 
shall  be  substantially  strengthened,  in 
order  that  the  people  may  be  better 
protected  from  the  rapacity  of  corpor- 
ate and  commercial  vultures. 


The  above  demands  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  made  in  his  recent  message 
may  appeal  to  the  thoughtless,  but  to 
the  men  and  women  who  think  and  ob- 
serve closely,  his  demands  will  be 
looked  upon  as  merely  outbursts  of 
heated  atmosphere,  in  order  that  ap- 
plause and  clapping  of  hands  may 
again  be  heard  from  the  galleries. 

Roosevelt's  words  and  Roosevelt's 
acts  are  not  in  harmony. 

The  man  who  courted  the  friendship 
of  a  Harriman  in  order  that  a  slosh 
fund  might  be  available  to  achieve  vic- 
tory in  the  last  national  campaign,  can 
scarcely  delude  intelligent  men  and 
women  by  skyrocket  rhetoric.  The 
record  of  Roosevelt  leaves  no  hope  for 
labor  to  expect  the  White  House  in- 
cumbent to  do  anything  that  will 
serve  the  interests  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  whose  moans  of  misery 
can  be  heard  in  every  state  of  this 
Union. 

Even  Oeneral  Sherwood,  a  represen- 
tative in  Congress  from  the  state  of 
Ohio,  in  a  recent  speech  in  the  House 
demonstrated  that  Roosevelt's  message 
had  failed  to  impress  him  with  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  man  who  arraigns  the 
wrongs  and  injustice  of  mercenary 
pirates. 

Sherwood  caustically  referred  to 
Roosevelt's  "new  bom  zeal  for  organ- 
ized labor,"  but  graphically  pictured 
the  eagerness  which  Roosevelt  mani- 
fested when  sending  the  federal  troops 
to  Goldfield,  Nevada.  He  charged 
Roosevelt  with  sending  the  troops  to 
Goldfield,  in  order  that  the  mine  opera- 
tors might  be  able  to  reduce  wages,  de- 
stroy a  labor  organization  and  to  force 
labor  to  accept  scrip  in  payment  of 
wages.  Sherwood  declared:  "Simon 
Guggenheim,  Republican  senator  from 
Colorado,  and  a  few  others  of  his  class, 
representing  the  mine  owners'  inter- 
ests in  Nevada,  met  with  the  governor 
of  the  state,  entertained  him  at  a  ban- 
quet in  a  convivial  fashion,  and  it  was 
by  this  means  the  governor's  consent 
was  secured  to  call  for  troops  when 
the  mine  owners  were  ready  for  them. 
Indeed,  it  is  stated  that  the  governor 
was  in  an  irresponsible  state  when 
this  conspiracy  was  formed  to  crush 
union  labor."  « 

Sherwood  reviewed  the  Moyer,  Hay- 
wood and  Pettibone  cases  and  de- 
scribed the  manner  in  which  they 
were  seized  at  night  and  placed  upon 
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board  a  special  train  and  rushed  to  the 
state  of  Idaho,  being  denied  the  right 
to  even  consult  with  counsel. 

Sherwood,  continuing,  said: 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Idaho  re- 
fused to  consider  their  application  for 
habeas  corpus,  and  this  decision  was 
confirmed  hy  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  Justice  McKenna 
giving  a  strong  dissenting  opinion. 

"No  case  of  more  vital  interest  to  la- 
bor was  ever  before  that  august 
tribunal.  Here  was  a  chance  for  the 
President  to  proclaim  in  thundering 
tones  for  the  great  fundamental  rights 
of  citizens,  guaranteed  under  the  con- 
stitution. 

"But  he  was  as  silent  as  the  oysters 
of  Oyster  Bay.  Instead,  the  President 
took  occasion  to  denounce  these  three 
innocent  officers  who  were,  as  it  was 
claimed,  about  to  be  railroaded  to  the 
gallows  as  'undesirable  citizens.'  He 
also  sent  Secretary  Taft  to  the  state  of 
Idaho  when  an  election  was  pending  to 
plead  the  cause  of  the  goyernor,  and  in 
effect  to  aid  the  conspiracy  that  was 
seeking  to  hang  the  labor  officials  and 
drive  organized  labor  from  the  state. 

'•Neither  England,  nor  France,  nor 
Germany,  nor  Australia  has  ever  been 
cursed  by  a  king  or  queen  or  emperor 
who  has  publicly  voiced  convictions  de- 
nouncing a  suspected  subject  on  trial 
for  his  life.  It  remained  for  the 
United  States  to  produce  such  an  offi- 
cial in  the  person  of  President  Roose- 
velt, violating  the  most  sacred  tradi- 
tions of  all  Christian  nations." 

Who  Is  there  after  reading  the  elo- 
quent words  that  dropped  from  the  lips 
of  this  representative  in  Congress,  can 
give  credence  to  the  sincerity  of  Roose- 
velt's bombast  against  trusts  and  cor- 
porationsT  Sherwood  tears  the  mask 
from  Roosevelt's  face— strips  him 
naked — and  holds  him  up  to  the  public 
gaze,  in  order  that  his  infamous 
record  may  be  scrutinized  by  the  la- 
boring millions  of  this  country. 

Sherwood  does  not  belong  to  the 
wage  slave  class,  but  he  seems  to  be  a 
man  who  loathes  treachery,  and  has 
only  contempt  for  the  hypocrite. 

Labor  Journals  that  pay  tribute  to 
Roosevelt  for  utterances  contained  in 
his  recent  message  should  remember 
that  Taft,  whom  labor  has  denounced, 
is  the  political  protege  of  Theodore 
Roosevelt  They  should  remember  that 
Roosevelt  is  now  exerting  every  influ- 


ence and  using  all  his  energies  to 
crown  Taft  of  injunction  infamy  as  his 
political  successor.  Roosevelt  and  Taft 
are  political  brothers  and  both  are  the 
foes  of  organized  labor. — TJie  Miners' 
Magatfine. 


The   Workmen's   Compensation 
Act  in  England. 

(By  John  Hodge,  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, Fraternal  Delegate  to  A.  F. 

of  L,  Convention,  Norfolk^  Va,) 
The  workers  of  Great  Britain  have, 
like  unto  yourselves,  suffered  much  at 
the  hands  of  our  Judiciary — my  col- 
league has  dealt  with  trade  union  law, 
and  how  he  suffered  as  a  result  there- 
of. We  also  suffered  as  a  result  of  the 
Judge-made  law — ^they  discovering  the 
doctrine  of  the  disabilities  of  common 
emplojrment;  for  instance,  if  a  brick- 
layer dropped  a  brick  or  hammer  upon 
a  passer-by,  while  working  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building,  his  employer  wba 
liable  in  damages;  but  if  he  dropped 
it  on  a  fellow-workman,  there  was  no 
redress.  This  doctrine  was  read  into 
the  Employers'  Liability  Act,  and  the 
general  timidity  of  fellow-workmen  in 
giving  evidence  in  cases  of  accident 
made  that  act  of  little  benefit 

In  1893,  the  Liberal  government  in- 
troduced an  amending  bill  abolishing 
the  doctrine  of  common  employment 
and  other  beneficial  features.  The 
House  of  Lords,  however,  insisted  on 
a  contracting  out  clause  which  the 
trade  unionists  refused  to  accept,  and 
the  bill  was  lost 

In  1S95  a  Conservative  government 
came  into  power,  and  under  the  mas- 
terful domination  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain, passed  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  So 
far  as  the  Employers'  Liability  was 
concerned,  it  was — revolutionary  meas- 
ure being  far  in  advance  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  previous  Liberal  govern- 
ment—while the  House  of  Lords  re- 
jected the  milder  measure  of  the  pre- 
vious Liberal  government,  they  swal- 
lowed this  revolutionary  measure  of 
their  friends. 

This  bill  was  imperfect  in  many 
particulars,  and  the  trade  unionists  of 
the  country  kept  up  a  continued  agita- 
tion for  its  amendment  and  extension. 
Whenever  a  government  desires  to 
shirk   an   issue,   they  appoint  a   corn- 
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mission  when  the  agitation  becomes  too 
hot.  This  policy  was  adopted,  and  a 
report  presented.  But  nothing  was 
done  until  the  present  government 
came  into  power,  and  in  the  first  ses- 
sion of  parliament  an  amending  bill 
was  presented. 

The  bill  when  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons  was  a  disappointment  to 
the  labor  members,  being  retrograde  in 
many  respects,  although  an  improve- 
ment in  other  respects.  P\>r  instance, 
no  compensation  for  accidents  in  fac- 
tory or  workshop  unless  five  or  more 
were  employed.  This  would  have  ruled 
out  thousands  who  were  enjoying  the 
benefits  of  the  old  act.  Shop  assist- 
ants, clerks  in  offices,  and  aomestic 
servants  were  not  included. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  a  grand 
committee  of  the  House  of  Ck>mmons. 
and  by  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Shackleton 
and  Mr.  Henderson  they  got  fifteen  of 
our  party  put  upon  the  committee,  and 
of  which  I  had  the  privilege  of  being 
included. 

We  met  and  went  through  the  bill 
line  by  line  and  clause  by  clause,  agree- 
ing amendments  which  would  give,  if 
carried,  to  organized  labor  what  it  de- 
manded. We  did  not  get  all' we  wanted, 
yet  we  got  little  short  of  the  full  de- 
mand. On  several  occasions,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  practical  experience  and 
expert  knowledge  we  had  of  the  weak- 
nesses and  injustices  of  the  old  act,  we 
carried  the  committee  wih  us,  defeat- 
ing the  government.  The  Minister  of 
State  in  charge  of  the  bill  threatened 
to  withdraw  the  bill,  on  other  occa- 
sions to  drop  proceedings  and  take  the 
instructions  of  the  ministry,  in  others 
to  reinsert  the,  to  us,  obnoxious  clause. 
When  the  bill  was  to  be  reported  to 
the  House,  we  were  not  intimidated. 
We  knew  what  we  wanted.  There  toas 
no  division  in  our  ranks.  We  spoke 
of  knowledge  and  experience.  We  had 
equity  on  our  side.  In  fact,  when  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, we  succeded  in  making  the  hill 
stronger,  carrying  amendments  upon 
which  we  were  defeated  in  the  com- 
mittee. 

Sir— We  used  to  spend  money  in 
sending  deputations  to  ministers  of 
state,  and  delegates  to  London  to  but- 
tonhole members,  begging  them,  plead- 
ing with  them  and  praying  them  to 
support  this,  that  and  the  other  labor 
measure. 


Now  wf  have  the  men  inside  doing 
our  own  work,  looking  after  the  in- 
terests of  the  toiling  masses — we  do 
not  speak  for  trade  unionists  alone — 
we  speak,  we  act,  we  work  for  all.  " 

For  your  information,  I  will,  as  con- 
cisely as  possible,  give  you  the  lead- 
ing features  of  the  new  measure. 

1.  It  includes  all  work  people,  in- 
cluding seamen,  clerks,  shop  assistants 
and  domestic  servants  earning  £250 
or  less  per  annum. 

2.  Fatal  accident,  maximum   £300. 

3.  When  the  accident  prevents  work 
for  two  or  more  weeks,  payment  of  half 
wages,  maximum  payment  per  week, 
£1. 

4.  Apprentices  or  young  persons 
under  21  years  of  age  can  have  their 
weekly  compensation  reviewed,  and 
they  can  have  same  increased  accord- 
ing to  the  increase  In  wages  they 
would  have  been  receiving  had  it  not 
been  for  the  accident.  In  the  first 
instance,  they  are  entitled  to  full 
wages. 

5.  After  six  months,  workmen  as 
well  as  employes  can  ask  for  com- 
mutation of  the  weekly  payment,  and 
he  must  give  an  annuity  equal  to  75 
per  cent,  of  the  actual  value  of  his 
weekly  payment. 

6.  No  agreement  will  hold  good 
which  gives  less  than  the  person  was 
legally  entitled  to. 

7.  The  term  seamen,  embraces  mas- 
ters, apprentices  and  engineers. 

8.  A  novel  feature  is  that  indus- 
trial diseases  are  treated  as  accidents. 
And  the  Secretary  of  State  may  com- 
pel employers  to  subscribe  to  a  mutual 
friend  when  a  majority  are  in  favor. 

9.  Mothers  of  illegitimate  children, 
if  dependent  on  such  offspring,  are 
legally  entitled  to  claim  for  first  time. 

10.  Average  abolished.  The  wage 
of  the  district  governing  factor. 

11.  Under  the  Act,  any  trade  may 
call  for  inquiry,  and  if  they  can  prove 
a  trade  disease  by  administrative  order 
it  can  be  scheduled  as  an  accident. 

12.  In  the  Act,  anthrax,  miners* 
beat  hand  or  knee,  the  new  disease. 
Ankylos-tomias  is  lead  and  other  forms 
of  poisoning  incidental  to  the  pottery 
and  chemical  trades  were  included, 
and  then,  by  administrative  order, 
eighteen  other  diseases  have  been 
scheduled  as  accidents,  among  them 
arsenical  poisoning;  ulceration  of 
the   skin    or   eye,   due   to   pitch,    tar. 
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etc;  scoobal  epithellous  (chemical 
sweeping);  glanders,  from  care  of 
horses,  etc.;  nystagmus  mining;  com- 
pressed air  illness;  miners'  beat  el- 
bow; inflammation  of  the  synovial 
lining  of  the  wrist  Joint  and  tendon 
sheaths  mining. 

There  can  be  no  flnallty  in  human 
progress.  Much  as  we  appreciate  the 
benefits  of  the  new  Act,  we  must  have 
the  maximum  amount  allowed  under 
the  act  for  a  fatal  accident  made  a 
minimum.  And.  if  labor  active,  or- 
ganized, determined,  keep  their  hand 
to  the  plough,  realize  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent their  power,  aye,  and  their  ob- 
ligations to  their  fellows,  much  will 
yet  be  done  to  help  on  the  cause  of 
the  happiness  of  the  toiling  masses. 

We  ask,  we  implore  your  aid — press 
forward  for  similar  legislation  in  this 
great  continent— by  doing  so  you  will 
make  it  easier  for  us  to  make  still 
further  progress. 

On  the  union  label  we  have  much  to 
learn  from  you.  We  are  not  too  vain, 
nor  too  proud  to  learn.  All  over  the 
world  the  feeling  of  brotherhood  is 
growing.  The  interchange  of  delegates 
between  nations  hastens  it.  Our  in- 
ternational congress  demonstrates  it. 
can  I  not  urge  upon  you  as  repre- 
sentative of  this  great  nation  to  be 
represented  at  these  and  help  on  the 
time  when  the  wars  of  kings  and  cap- 
italists will  be  impossible. 

John  Hodge. 


Mitchell's  Resignation  Real. 

President  Mitchell  announced  to  the 
convention  of  the  United  Mine  Work- 
.  ers  of  America  at  Indianapolis,  Janu- 
ary 27th,  that  he  did  not  desire  to  hold 
any  office  in  the  organization  after  his 
retirement  as  president  April  Ist. 
This  will  stop  a  movement  to  have 
him  placed  at  the  head  of  an  advisory 
board.  He  asked  that  his  friends  give 
their  loyal  and  undivided  support  to 
his  successor. 

"While  I  have  been  president,*'  he 
said,  "I  have  been  president  in  fact 
as  well  as  in  name,  and  my  successor 
should  have  the  same  opportunities  to 
carry  out  his  policies." 


Put  Up  The  Sword. 

I  have  sung  of  the  soldier's  glory 
As  I  never  shall  sing  again; 

I  have  gazed  on  the  i^ambles'  glory, 
I  have  smelled  of  the  slaughter-pen. 

There  is  blood  in  the  ink-well  clotted. 
There  are  stains  on  the  laurel  leaf, 

And  the  pages  of  fame  are  blotted 
With  the  tears  of  a  needless  grief. 

The  Mrd  is  slaughtered  for  fashion. 
And  the  beast  is  killed  for  sport; 

And  never  the  word  compassion 
Is  whispered  at  Moloch's  court. 

For  the  parent  seal  in  the  water 
Is  slain,  and  her  child  must  die. 

That  some  sister  or  wife  or  daughter 
Her  beauty  may  beautify. 

And  the  merciful  thought  we  smother — 
For  such  is  the  way  of  man — 

As  we  murder  the  useless  mother 
For  the  ^'unhorn  astrakhan.'* 

But  a  season  of  rest  comes  never 
FV>r  the  rarest  sport  of  all; 

Will  His  patience  endure  forever. 
Who  noteth  the  sparrow's  fall? 

When  the  volleys  of  hell  are  sweeping 
The  sea  and  the  battle  plain, 

Do  you  think  that  our  Ood  is  sleeping. 
And  never  to  wake  again  f 

When  hunger  and  ravenous  fever 
Are  slaying  the  wasted  frame, 

Shall  we  worship  the  red  deceiver. 
The  devil  that  men  call  Fame? 

We  may  swing  the  censer  to  cover 
The  odor  of  blood — in  vain; 

God  asks  us,  over  and  over, 
''Where  is  thy  brother,  Cainr* 

— James  Jeffrey  Roche,  in   The  Cen- 
tury. 


There's  a  lot  of  difference  between 
forgetting  what  we  ought  to  know  and 
knowing  what  we  ought  to  forget. 


Money  and  friends  are  often  synony- 
mous. 


Starving  Ar.-m:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 
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W.  H.  BOARDMAN'S  "OPEN 
LETTER  TO  NEWSPAPER 
EDITORS'* 

On  another  page  the  Journal  pub- 
lishes a  copy  of  an  article  in  the  form 
of  an  "Open  Letter  to  Newspaper  Edi- 
tors" and  written  by  W.  H.  Boardman, 
editor  of  the  Railroad  Gazette,  and 
published  in  that  journal  Jan.  3l8t. 

According  to  our  own  concept  the 
dominating  sentiment  which  prompted 
the  article,  the  writer  voicing  the 
spirit  of  the  railway  managers  of  the 
country,  was  alarm  over  the  wide- 
spread and  persistently  increasing  agi- 
tation— by  the  newspapers  and  period- 
icals of  the  country — over  the  growing 
record  of  railway  slaughter.  Follow- 
ing this  feeling  of  alarm,  so  manifest 
in  the  article  referred  to.  there  would 
naturally  arise  a  vague  apprehension 
of  that  species  of  "Drastic  Legislation" 
which  the  railroads — those  who  have 
their  management  in  hand — seem  to 
have  such  a  morbid  fear  of.  Whatever 
the  writer  had  in  mind,  whatever  the 
object  he  hoped  to  accomplish,  one 
thing  is  clear;  that  is  W.  H.  Boardman 
has  attempted— by  juggling  the  figures 
of  last  year's  series  of  Accident  Bul- 
letins— to  prove  that  the  only  "prevent- 
able" accidents  are  those  which  happen 
through  "Disobedience  of  orders,"  or 
whatever  can  be  traced  to  this  origin. 
The  three  distinctive  points  which  Mr. 
Boardman  seems  to  be  striving  to  es- 
tablish are:  First,  that  of  the  five 
thousand  deaths  which  occurred  on  the 
railroads'  "right  of  way"  only  about 
one  thousand,  or  about  twenty  per  cent, 
were  and  are  "preventable,"  and  that 


about  the  same  per  centage  of  injuries 
might  possibly  be  avoided;  second, 
that  this  "reduction"  can  be  effected 
only  by  a  more  rigorous  discipline  of 
employes;  third,  that  the  necessary  dis- 
cipline of  employes  **cannot  be  success- 
fuV  so  long  as  the  railroads  '*cannot 
control  their  employes,'"  The  clear  im- 
plication in  this  last  assumption  is 
that  employes  of  railroads  are  beyond 
control,  and  that  the  trend  of  public 
sentiment,  as  voiced  by  the  public 
press  in  its  explications  of  the  railway 
casualty  record,  has  tended  to  make 
them  so.  To  show  how  absolutely 
puerile  are  the  writer's  efforts  to  prove 
that  a  "lack  of  discipline"  on  the  part 
of  railway  employes  is  the  sole  cause 
of  ^^preventable  accidents'*  the  Journal 
herewith  submits  a  comparison  of 
some  facts  and  figures.  First,  we  note 
the  fiact  that  there  were  8,026  collisions 
in  all;  of  these  1957  were  rear  end  col- 
lisons,  1065  were  butting  collisions, 
695  collisions  were  caused  by  trains 
parting,  and  4309 — more  than  half  of 
the  total  number  of  collisions — ^are  en- 
rolled under  the  head  of  "miscellane- 
ous." Of  this  entire  aggregate  of  col- 
lisions— with  the  exception,  possibly, 
of  "trains  parting" — ^not  a  one  would 
have  happened  had  all  the  roads  on 
which  these  collisions  occurred  been 
equipped  with  an  efficient  block  signal 
system  whose  positive  effect  would 
have  been  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  a 
train  into  a  block  occupied  by  another 
train.  Such  a  block  signal  system  is 
today  obtainable  and  the  failure  of  the 
railroads  to  use  it  must  inevitably  be 
ascribed  to  neglect  to  provide  proper 
equipment  in  this  line.    The  record  of 
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casualties  caused  by  this  summary  of 
collisions  amounted  to  776  deatlis  and 
9541  injuries.  The  accidents  by  trains 
parting — the  only  class  which  the 
JouBNAL  concedes  might  not  have  been 
••preTen table" — amounted  to  only  13 
killed  and  322  injured.  In  other  words, 
the  loss  of  life  and  aggregate  of  in- 
juries consequent  upon  those  collisions 
which  would  have  been  prevented  by 
proper  equipment  amounted  to  764 
deaths  and  9219  injuries,  or  about  nine- 
ty-eight per  cent,  of  the  whole  list  of 
casualties  from  collisions. 

The  one  other  feature  of  train  acci- 
dents which  the  Joubnal  will  consider 
are  those  which  were  caused  by  ^de- 
railment." The  sum  total  of  these  ac- 
cidents, resulting  in  515  killed  and 
6,695  injured,  are  thus  divided:  De- 
railments due  to  defects  in  roadway 
1.528.  resulting  in  58  killed  and  1983 
injured;  derailments  due  to  defects  in 
equipment  3,178,  resulting  in  59  killed 
and  926  injured;  derailments  due  to 
negligence  of  trainmen,  signalmen, 
etc.,  495,  resulting  in  130  killed  and 
756  injured;  derailments  due  to  unfore- 
seen obstruction  on  track,  etc.,  387,  re- 
sulting in  68  killed  and  658  injured; 
derailments  due  to  malicious  obstruc- 
tion of  track,  etc.,  59,  resulting  in  14 
killed  and  176  injured;  derailments 
due  to  miscellaneous  causes  1,787,  re- 
sulting in  186  killed  and  2,196  injured. 
In  these  several  classifications  of  train 
accidents  by  derailment  two  facts  are 
made  conspicuous.  Of  these  the  pre- 
ventable accidents,  those  arising  from 
defective  equipment,  roadbeds,  etc., 
amounted  to  4,706  or  about  sixty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  whole.  Those  directly 
chargeable  to  "negligence  of  employes" 
amounted  to  495,  or  seven  per  cent,  of 
the  whole.  At  this  point  it  might  be 
well  to  observe  that  every  accident 
which  can  possibly  be  saddled  on  an  em- 
ploye will  certainly  be  placed  there, 
and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  if  the 


real  causes  of  more  than  half  of  the  ac- 
cidents thus  classified  were  placed 
where  the  responsibility  really  belongs 
it  would  be  found  to  be  "obedience  of 
orders"  by  some  employe,  such  order 
emanating  from  some  of  his  superiors. 
As  to  those  derailments  enrolled  under 
the  head  of  "miscellaneous"  it  is  safe 
to  assume  that  at  least  one-half  of 
these  could  have  been  prevented.  How 
can  this  be  possible?  The  answer  is 
simple  enough.  If  this  sixty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  sum  total  of  all  derail- 
ments which  occurred  cannot  be 
classed  under  any  of  the  above  heads 
— ^that  is  if  they  cannot  be  ascribed  to 
defective  roadbeds,  broken  rails  or  de- 
fective equipment — the  inevitable  con- 
clusion is  that  they  were  caused  either 
by  the  spreading  of  rafls,  the  breaking 
of  a  wheel  fiange  caused  by  the  sudden 
impinging  of  a  wheel  against  the  rail, 
or  the  overstraining  of  the  couplers 
connecting  two  cars  of  varying  lengths 
while  such  cars  were  ''rounding 
curves :'  At  this  point  it  is  well  to  call 
the  reader's  attention  to  what  has  been 
demonstrated  by  certain  experiments 
made  by  certain  master  car  builders 
and  formerly  cited  in  this  Joubnal.  At 
the  last  Master  Car  Builders'  Conven- 
tion it  was  stated  that  as  high  as  57,- 
000  pounds  **8ide  pressure''  was  regis- 
tered by  cars  of  different  lengths 
rounding  curves  when  such  cars  were 
equipped  with  the  rigid  coupler,  where- 
as the  same  cars  would  not  have 
registered  300  pounds  side  pressure  If 
they  had  been  equipped  with  "flexible 
head  couplers."  By  actual  computa- 
tion it  can  be  readily  seen  that  the 
same  cars  which  would  register  a  side 
pressure  of  57,000  pounds  while  round- 
ing a  curve  at  the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve 
miles  an  hour  would  most  certainly 
register  an  impact  of  more  than  twico 
this  Impingement  against  the  rail  re- 
sulting in  a  broken  flange,  or  the  break- 
ing of  a  coupler  making  the  derailment 
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inevitable.  It  is  safe  to  assume  ttiat 
at  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
** miscellaneous**  derailments  would  not 
have  occurred  with  their  consequent 
loss  of  life  and  limb  had  such  cars 
been  equipped  with  the  flexible  head 
coupler,  thus  reducing  the  impinge- 
ment against  the  track  to  a  minimum. 
The  same  conditions — ^the  use  of  the 
rigid  coupler — is  doubtless  responsible 
for  the  derailments  caused  by  "spread- 
ing rails."  Here  then,  in  a  nutshell, 
we  find  defective  equipment  re- 
sponsible for  at  least  seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  all  derailments  with  their  ag- 
gregation of  casualties,  amounting  to 
3S4  deaths  and  4,420  injuries.  Thus  it 
1^  that  of  the  train  accidents  which  oc- 
curred during  the  year  ending  Jua? 
30,  1907,  amounting  as  they  did  to 
1,291  killed  and  16,230  injured,  threo- 
fourths  of  this  casualty  list  would  have 
f>een  prevented  by  the  use  of  proper 
equipment 

The  Journal  now  passes  to  a  con- 
sideration of  those  casualties,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1907,  which  hap- 
pened without  the  scope  of  train  acci- 
dents. Of  the  several  classifications 
known  as  "other  than  train  accidents*' 
those  ascribed  to  "coupling  and  un- 
coupling" amounted  to  302  killed  and 
3,984  injured.  The  writer  of  the 
"open  letter"  under  consideration  lays 
great  stress  upon  the  contrast  which 
these  figures  show  in  comparison  with 
the  same  classification  of  casualties  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1890,  in 
which  the  record  of  casualties  from 
this  cause  amount  to  369  killed  and 
7,842  injured.  The  legerdemain  of 
logic  which  Mr.  Boardman  employs  to 
show  that  "seventy-five  per  cent  reduc- 
tion of  casualties  has  been  effected  in 
this  line  because  of  the  "humane  use 
of  automatic  car  couplers"  is  unique, 
but  it  will  fool  no  one.  We  want  to  say 
here,  for  Mr.  Boardman's  information, 
that  all  of  the  casualties  which  could. 


remotely  or  proximately,  be  ascribed  to 
"coupling  or  uncoupling"  were  placed 
under  that  head;  that  in  the  casualty 
record  of  1890  there  are  no  such 
classifications  as  "while  doing  other 
work  in  and  about  trains,"  or  "other 
causes."  Yet  all  of  the  accidents  en- 
rolled under  these  two  specific  fieads — 
all  of  which  occurred  to  men  engaged 
in  yard  service — amounted,  this  last 
year,  to  2,175  killed  and  38,031  injured. 
When  we  take  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  not  one  of  these  accidents 
could  have  happened  unless  the  victim 
of  such  accident  had  been  required  to 
go  between  or  under  the  cars  at  the 
time  it  occurred,  the  question  naturally 
arises:  What  office  or  duty  could  be  re- 
quired of  employes  engaged  in  yard 
service  that  would  thus  force  them  to 
go  between  or  under  the  cars  and  re- 
sult in  such  a  terrible  aggregation  of 
killing  and  maiming;  so  much  so  that 
all  of  the  casualties  thus  enrolled 
amounted  to  more  than  one-half  the 
total  of  the  railway  casualty  record? 
The  Journal  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  herewith  answers  this  question, 
not  by  the  legerdemain  of  any  vague 
syllogism,  but  from  the  monthly 
records  of  facts  that  come  regularly 
into  this  office.  First,  the  Journal 
states,  unequivocally,  that  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  these  casualties  are  caused 
either  from  defective  coupling  designs 
— found  under  conditions  where  their 
automatic  function  is  completely  neu- 
tralized— or  they  happened  to  those 
men  who  were  engaged  in  the  act  of 
connecting  or  disconnecting  the  hand 
hose  coupling  or  adjusting  the  angle 
cock.  These  two  latter  classes  of  du- 
ties have  multiplied  since  most  of  the 
freight  cars  have  been  equipped  with 
train  brakes,  and  it  is  quite  natural 
that  the  casualty  record  incidental  to 
the  manipulation  of  the  train  pipe 
coupler  would  be  materially  on  the  in- 
crease.   Again,  that  class  of  accidents 
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which  happened  to  employes  In  yard 
service  and  which  are  enrolled  under 
the  head  of  "falling  from  cars,  etc./' 
—of  which  there  were  790  deaths  and 
12,661  injuries— should,  without  doubt 
In  a  majority  of  cases,  come  under  the 
bead  of  **coupling  accidents.'"    In  sup- 
ix>rt    of    this   averment    the   Journal 
calls  attention  to  a  practice  which  the 
design  of  coupler  in  use  has  increased 
the  hazard  of  at  least  three-fold  over 
what  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  link  and 
pin.     That  practice  is  known  by  the 
term  '*making  the  flying  switch.*'  This 
practice  of  service  involves  the  cutting 
of  cars  while  they  are  in  motion  so 
that  the  switch  can  be  turned  between 
the  forward  and  rear  car  to  let  the 
latter  take  the  switch  while  the  for- 
ward car  continues  on  the  main  track. 
The     dangers     attendant     upon     this 
*'feat,**  so  essential  to  the  shifting  of 
cars  in  the  crowded  freight  yards  of 
large  cities,  are  thus  described  in  a  let- 
ter from  Vice-President  Connors  in  a 
former  letter  to  the  Journal: 

"While  safety  appliances  have  in 
many  ways  lessened  the  burdens  of 
some  men  employed  in  other  branches 
of  train  service,  they  have  not  bene- 
fited the  switchmen;  in  fact,  they  have 
increased  his  dangers.  I  refer  to  cut- 
ting of  cars.  In  the  days  of  the  link 
and  pin  a  switchman  could  pull  a  pin 
and  he  knew  that  his  cut  was  made, 
but  today  he  has  to  grab  a  lever  and 
run  along  six  or  seven  lengths,  or  hang 
on  to  the  side  of  the  car  with  one  hand 
and  hold  up  the  lever  with  the  other. 
Nine  times  in  ten  the  chain  connecting 
the  lever  to  the  lock  pin  is  broken, 
making  the  shifting  lever  useless  and 
requiring  the  switchman  to  swing  his 
body  in  between  the  cars,  holding  on 
with  one  hand  and  holding  up  the  lock 
pin  with  the  other  till  the  cars  part." 

In  performing  this  last  feat  it  is  too 
often  the  case  that  so  overstraining 
are  his  efforts  to  "cut"  the  cars  by  the 
lever  mechanism  in  general  use  that 
he  loses  his  balance  and  falls  before 
the  car  he  is  attempting  to  cut  and. 


consequently,  is  run  over.  As  a  rule 
such  an  accident  is  reported  under  the 
head  of  "falling  from  cars,  etc."  Know- 
ing these  facts,  the  Journal  does  not 
hesitate  to  aver  that  of  the  790  deaths 
and  12,565  injuries  which  occurred  to 
switchmen,  or  yardmen,  and  which  are 
reported  in  the  24th  Bulletin  in  its 
summary  of  the  year's  casualties,  sev- 
enty-five per  cent  of  them  would  have 
been  prevented  if  the  cars  in  question 
had  been  equipped  with  a  coupler 
whose  uncoupling  lever  had  been  so  ad- 
Justed  that  the  men  performing  the 
above  "feat"  could  have  supported 
themselves  on  the  step-ladder  while 
the  lever  in  question  was  within  suffi- 
cient reach  to  enable  them  to  raise  the 
lock  without  straining  beyond  their 
natural  equipoise. 

With  these  plain  matters  of  fact  sub- 
mitted the  fallacies  of  the  author  of 
the  "open  letter"  we  have  under  con- 
sideration are  herewith  exposed;  that, 
instead  of  "one  thousand  deaths"  of 
last  year"s  ghastly  record  of  5,000,  be- 
ing all  that  were  "preventable,"  four 
thousand  of  the  deaths  recorded  would 
have  been  prevented  by  the  use  of  up- 
to-date  appliances  which  the  railroads 
have  been  and  are  persistently  ignor- 
ing; that  of  the  76,286  injuries  inflicted 
by  the  railroads  this  last  year  61,028 
(eighty  per  cent.)  of  the  victims  who 
are  today  permanent  cripples — those 
who  have  not  died  as  a  result 
of  their  injuries  being  excepted — 
would  be  hale  and  hearty  and  in  pos- 
session of  all  of  their  faculties  if  the 
railroads  had  done  what  they  could 
have  done  hy  retiring  the  defective 
equipment  they  now  have  in  use  and 
substituting  therefor  those  appliances 
whose  merits  have  been  proven,  or 
whose  designers  are  ready  to  prove 
them  when  the  opportunity  affords. 
There  have  receortly  been  introduced  in 
Congress  two  billfe  which  are  now  pend- 
ing with  the  Committee  on  Interstate 
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and  Foreign  Commerce  to  which  they 
were  assigned.  One  of  these  requires 
the  use  of  an  effective  block  signal 
system  whose  standard  of  efficiency 
shall  be  passed  upon  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission.  The  other  is  a 
measure  requiring  all  railroads  en- 
gaged in  moving  interstate  traffic  to 
submit  a  sample  of  the  design  of  coup- 
ling devices  they  may  have  in  use,  or 
wnich  they  propose  to  use  in  equipping 
new  cars,  etc.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
latter  bill  all  such  samples  of  coupling 
designs  are  to  be  tested  by  the  commis< 
sion  according  to  the  specifications  for 
testing  contained  in  the  bill.  The  ap- 
pearance of  these  two  measures  upon 
the  schedule  of  prospective  Congres- 
sional enactment  are,  in  all  probability, 
what  inspired  the  "open  letter"  which 
is  herewith  reviewed,  and  which  the 
author,  doubtless,  refers  to  as  **dra8tic 
legislation:*  Mr.  Boardman,  in  his 
"open  letter,"  shows  himself  to  be  a 
novice  in  his  efforts  at  legerdemain  of 
logical  deduction.  His  attempt  to  show 
"seventy-five  per  cent:'  reduction  of 
casualties  in  last  year's  record  as  com- 
pared with  the  record  of  1890,  when 
the  record  of  the  former  Is  more  than 
three  times  as  great  as  the  latter — ^al- 
though he  concedes  that  the  increase 
in  service  and  equipment  is  only  twice 
as  much  as  in  1890 — is  so  diaphanous 
that  the  most  simple-minded  can  see 
through  the  meshes  of  his  logical 
gauze  and  take  cognizance  of  what  he 
is  striving  to  conceal  from  the  public 
eye. 

Ordinarily  the  editor  of  the  Railroad 
Gazette  is  properly  regarded  as  a  man 
of  tact  and  acumen,  but  his  judgment 
is  seriously  at  fault — ^to  say  nothing  of 
his  purpose — if  he  thinks  that  the 
great  dailies  and  periodicals  of  the 
country  will  accept,  for  a  moment,  his 
"open  letter"  addressed  to  them  as  a 
fair  exponent  of  what  percentage  there 
is  of  the  railway  casualty  record  which 


can  be  prevented,  and  that  the  rail- 
roads are  doing  what  they  can  to  re- 
duce their  regimen  of  slaughter.  The 
work  of  explicating  and  condemning 
the  "ever  blackening  record"  as  a 
prominent  journal  has  justly  stigma- 
tized the  persistently  recurring  record 
of  railway  slaughter,  will  go  on  with  a 
greater  measure  of  intensity  than  ever. 
Remedial  legislation,  such  as  will  have 
the  positive  effect  to  reduce  the  casual- 
ty record  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent 
can  be  enacted.  That  such  legislation 
will  be  enacted  at  no  distant  day  is  the 
firm  belief  of  this  Journal. 


A  CORRECTION. 

The  last  issue  of  the  Journal  con- 
tained a  statement  in  the  preamble  to 
the  Alexander  bill  to  the  effect  that 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Safety  Appliances,  previously  ap- 
pointed at  the  Railroad  (State)  Com- 
missioners' annual  convention,  and  at 
which  Messrs.  Frank  and  D.  D. 
Sweeney  and  Samuel  Heberling  and 
others  testified  regarding  the  defects 
of  the  "master  car  builders'  type  of 
coupler"  and  entered  a  protest  against 
the  pending  measure,  known  as  the 
"Safety  Appliance  Act,"  because,  in 
its  verbiage,  it  recognized  the  legality 
of  that  design. 

The  meeting  in  question  was  held, 
not  in  March,  but  in  November  of  the 
year  1891.  The  convention  at  whir 
the  committee  in  question  was  ap- 
pointed was  held  in  Mai*ch  previous, 
and  thid  doubtless  accounts  for  the 
error  in  naming  the  month  of  the  com- 
mittee's meeting. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "QOI> 
KNOWS!" 
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WHAT  WOULD  YOU  DO  ? 

Wkat  b  a  man  to  do  who  Is  out  of  work 
in  a  rinandal  Crisis  and  is  Starving? 

This  question  was  put  to  the  Presi- 
dential aspirant,  Secretary  of  War  Taft, 
and  this  was  his  answer: 

"GOD  KNOWS." 

Various  papers  have  made  interest- 
ing answer  to  this  question,  and  we 
here  submit  some  that  have  been 
clipped  from  the  Appeal  to  Reason. 

Stabtling  Advice. 

The  most  startling  is  an  editorial 
printed  In  the  Lawrence  (Kan.)  Daily 
Joumah  a  Republican  paper,  which  ad- 
vises those  who  are  out  of  work  and 
starving  in  times  of  financial  stress  to 
"steal  or  beg."  Says  the  editor:  "The 
question  is  a  serious  one  and  our  an- 
swer would  be  to  go  and  get  something 
to  eat  We  would  do  this  no  matter 
how  the  food  was  obtained.  If  a  man 
is  starving  his  condition  is  desperate 
and  he  has  a  right  to  designate  food 
as  contraband  goods  and  go  after  it. 
In  such  case  the  man  would  be  Justi- 
fied in  helping  himself.  We  have  no 
patience  with  the  idea  that  a  man  has 
no  right  to  take  what  does  not  belong 
to  him  in  any  event.  He  has  a  right 
to  take  enough  to  sustain  his  body. 
In  this  sense  it  is  true  that  the  world 
owes  every  man  a  living  and  it  should 
furnish  it  to  him.  If  it  refuses  to  do 
80  the  man  must  live,  that's  all.  .  .  . 
There  is  more  food  in  the  world  today 
than  there  has  ever  been.  Our  crops 
are  record-breakers  and  our,  granaries 
are  groaning  with  their  load." 


a  good  many  years  by  residents  of  thie 
section.  We  know  there  are  hundreds 
hereabouts  out  of  work  and  many  are 
asking  the  same  question.  Money  has 
been  raised  to  help  some  and  the  poor- 
master  is  helping  others.  Many  people 
are  too  proud  to  ask  for  help,  but  we 
see  no  reason  why  a  man  who  has 
neither  work,  money  or  food  should 
not  state  his  case  and  those  who  can 
will  help  him.  The  present  trouble 
has  hit  most  everybody  we  know  of." 


AxoTHEB  Republican  View. 

Here's  another  answer  to  the  same 
question  from  the  Catskill  (N.  Y.) 
Enterprise:  *'Thls  is  a  question  that  is 
being  propounded  for  the  first  time  in 


A  Democratic  View. 
Probably  one  of  the  most  surprising 
developments  in  this  discussion  is  an 
editorial  in  the  Kansas  City  World  of 
February  6th.  This  paper  has  no  tol- 
eration whatever  for  Socialism.  But 
its  editor.  In  revolving  this  serious 
problem  over  in  his  mind,  asks  this 
queatton:  "Why  not  State  work? 
Why  snould  not  every  man  or  woman 
with  two  hands  and  a  willing  mind 
have  work  proportioned  to  his  or  her 
strength?  As  much  work  as  desired 
and  always  food,  shelter  and  clothing 
in  return?  Think  it  out.  In  these 
days  we  hear  of  a  lot  of  men  who  want 
work  and  food.  As  if  there  is  not,  and 
should  not  be,  always  an  abundance  of 
both.  There  is  an  abundance  of  both. 
Work — which  means  things  to  do  to 
make  old  earth  productive — is  like  the 
ocean  of  air  around  us.  We  breathe 
the  latter,  when  we  feel  the  need,  and 
we  ought  to  have  work  as  freely.  .  .  . 
It  is  all  a  question  of  furnishing  the 
tools.  The  tools  may  be  land  and 
farm  Implements;  they  may  be  ledgers 
or  planes  or  saws,  a  workshop,  a  broom 
factory,  a  road  on  which  to  pound 
stone,  or  a  warm  room  with  some  yarn 
and  knitting  needles  in  which  an  old 
lady  may  sit  and  knit  mittens.  .  .  . 
Let  this  work  be  for  wages  and  let  the 
profit  go  to  those  who  make  it.  If 
this  be  Socialism — communism — then 
welcome  both.      It  is  sense." 
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"The  Problem  of  the  Unemployed/* 
Under  this  heading  the  Literary  Di- 
gest of  February  8th  makes  the  follow- 
ing observation :  "This  question,  which 
has  been  printed  of  late  in  conspicu- 
ous type  in  each  week's  issue  of  the 
Appeal  to  Reason,  derives  pertinence 
from  the  fact  that  most  of  our  large 
cities  are  now  confronted  with  the 
problem  of  the  unemployed  in  an  un- 
usually acute  form.  Parades  of  the 
unemployed  in  many  of  our  cities, 
petitions  to  State  and  city  government 
for  work,  the  records  of  the  army  re- 
cruiting station  and  the  reports  of 
charity  organizations,  all  bear  witness 
to  the  panic's  tragic  aftermath.  Col- 
umbus. O.,  and  a  number  of  other  cities 
are  employing  emergency  relief  work. 
In  Pittsburg,  the  city  council  author- 
ized a  bond  issue  of  $2,523,000  for  city 
improvements,  with  the  provision  that 
Pittsburg  firms  shall  obtain  the  con- 
tracts and  that  only  Pittsburg  work- 
men shall  be  employed.  The  streets 
of  Boston,  New  York,  Detroit,  Cincin- 
nati, St.  LfOuis,  Seattle,  Chicago  and 
San  Francisco  have  been  paraded  by 
armies  of  the  unemployed.  In  Boston 
one  of  these  bands  entered  Trinity 
church  during  a  Sunday  service  and 
asked  for  the  collection  of  the  day." 


"God  Knows." 
(Secretary  TafVs  Response  to  a  Work- 
ing Man.) 
When  a  working  man  that's  hungry 
Hunts  a  job  through  drifting  snows, 
And  his  search  for  weeks  is  hopeless, 
Then  what  shall  he  do? 
"God  knows!" 

When  he  sees  his  wife  and  children 
Shiver  as  the  north  wind  blows. 
Though  the  stores  are  full  of  clothing, 
Then  what  shall  he  do? 
"God  knows!" 

When  the  cry  of  famished  children 

Multiplies  his  many  woes. 

Though     he    knows     there's    food    in 

plenty. 
Then  what  shall  he  do? 
"God  knows!" 


When  he  sees  his  home  invaded, 
And  the  landlord  harshly  throws 
To  the  street  his  scant  belongings. 
Then  what  shall  he  do? 
"God  knows!" 

When  he  sees  that  from  his  labor 
To  the  idle  ever  flows 
A  stream  of  comforts,  while  he  suffers. 
Then  what  shall  he  do? 
"God  knows!" 

When  next  fall  he  takes  his  ballot. 
And  into  the  booth  he  goes 
With  the  power  to  change  the  system, 
Then  what  will  he  do? 

**God  knows!" 
— James   R.    Townsend,   Los    Angeles, 
Cal. 


He  Ought  to  be  Satisfied. 
G.  E.  Lathrop,  Great  Falls,  Mont., 
hands  in  the  following  answer  to  the 
question  at  the  head  of  this  column: 
"That  question  put  to  Secretary  Taft 
is  easy.  I  am  surprised  that  our  illus- 
trious Secretary  of  War  was  unable  to 
make  reply.  Modern  civilization  has 
made  ample  provision  for  the  unfor- 
tunate workingman.  We  have  provid- 
ed three  places  of  refuge — the  peniten- 
tiary, the  poorhouse,  and  the  potter's 
field.  What  does  a  workingman  ex- 
pect, anyway?" 


NOTICE. 

A  member  of  this  Union,  signing 
himself  E.  F.  M.,  contributed  $15.00  to 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  fund  for  fighting  the 
injunction  brought  by  the  "Buck  Stove 
6  Range  Company"  prohibiting  the 
publishing  of  this  concern's  name  in 
the  "We  Don't  Patronize"  column  of 
The  Federationist. 

This  brother,  in  note  accompanying 
his  contribution,  states  he  has  plenty 
more  money  to  contribute  to  the  cause 
if  exegencies  demand  it. 

We  know  not  who  the  brother  is,  but 
if  he  will  write  M.  R.  Welch.  G.  S.  and 
T.,  he  will  be  mailed  his  receipt  for 
$15.00,  as  Bro.  Frank  Morrison  has 
mailed  acknowledgment  to  this  office. 
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ARE  YOU    READY  TO  EIGHT? 

J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  the  official 
mouthpiece  of  capitalism,  has  spoken, 
and  in  tones  of  thunder  he  hurls  de- 
fiance at  organized  labor,  declaring: 
Tou  must  submit  to  a  reduction  in 
wages  or  STARVE! 

In  an  Interview  granted  to  Alexan- 
der Ular,  editor  Le  Petit  Journal  of 
Paris,  and  published  in  the  World, 
New  York,  February  9th.  Mr.  Morgan 
is  quoted  as  follows  in  discussing  the 
industrial  situation: 

"In  other  words,  then,  Mr.  Morgan, 
this  crisis  will  serve  to  crush  the 
power  of  the  workmen.  You  will  use 
it  for  reducing  wages.  But  will  not 
the  Federation  oppose?" 

"They  are  unable.  Industry  is  part- 
ly stopped." 

"They  will  go  on  strike." 

"Strike!  They  have  got  no  jobs 
now.  There  are  no  stocks  on  hand, 
you  know.  We  do  not  want  to  take  up 
work  again  now.  So  what  can  they  do? 
They  will  have  to  submit,  or  they  will 
starve.  The  question  is  to  be  settled. 
They  are  to  learn  that  they  cannot  con- 
trol industry.  We  want  wages  that 
will  make  honest  and  profitable  busi- 
ness possible.  The  question  is  now 
the  same  all  over  the  world." 

There  you  have  it,  from  the  greatest 
financial  autocrat  living  or  dead,  that 
want,  privation  and  misery  are  to  the 
liking  of  the  class  he  represents,  and 
he  says:  "We  do  not  want  to  take  up 
work  again  now";  that  is,  it  is  not  the 
system's  purpose  to  relieve  the  situa- 
tion, but  to  stalk  the  land  with  the 
grim  visage  of  poverty. 

And  what  are  you  going  to  do  about 
it? 

Morgan,  with  clenched  fist,  hisses 
through  his  teeth,  "Submit  to  our 
terms  or  STARVE!" 

These  are  the  most  cruel,  inhuman 
and  barbarous  words  that  have  yet 
fallen  from  the  lips  of  American 
plutocracy,  and  only  a  fool  would  utter 
them.  But,  "whom  the  gods  would  de- 
stroy they  first  make  mad." 


Morgan,  beware!  You  and  your  ilk 
may  yet  realize  that  these  United 
States  which  were  baptized  in  the 
blood  of  patriots  are  uncongenial  to 
your  future  welfare,  and  you  may  yet 
be  asked  to  follow  your  prostitute 
daughters  across  the  pond  and  take  up 
residence  with  their  royal  consorts. 
The  "system"  hastened  the  panic  and 
are  now  trying  to  make  the  crisis  more 
acute  by  closing  plants  and  reducing 
forces. 

Now  then,  BROTHER  SWITCH- 
MEN, don't  you  think  the  system  a 
damnable  one  when  the  welfare  of  80.- 
000,000  people  depends  upon  the  whim 
or  caprice  of  a  handful  of  men?  That 
system  that  permits  Morgan  and  four 
or  five  others  to  absolutely  control  the 
destiny  of  our  people  is  ROTTEN. 

Wake  up,  brothers,  and  commence 
to  study  economics.  If  we  are  to 
change  the  economic  aspect,  we  must 
take  into  our  own  hands  the  powers  of 
government,  and  this  we  can  never 
accomplish  by  hanging  on  to  the  old 
parties. 

Switchmen's  reply  to  Morgan's  defi 
should  be:  Cut  loose,  Mr.  Morgan,  and 
we  will  start  the  ball  rolling.  If 
switchmen  would  stand  for  a  cut  of  a 
hundredth  part  of  a  cent  they  are  a 
spineless  lot  of  curs. 

The  present  status  pleases  Morgan 
and  the  class  that  gives  dog  parties 
and  monkey  dinners  at  Newport,  but 
things  may  yet  get  beyond  the  control 
of  our  American  plutocrats. 

If  any  of  these  railway  managers 
come  to  you,  and  say,  "My  daughter 
wants  me  to  buy  her  a  Hungarian 
Count  or  a  French  Duke.  I  am  a  little 
short  the  price,"  you  Just  politely  in- 
form the  gentleman  you  do  not  intend 
to  contribute  towards  the  purchase  of 
titled  aristocracy,  and  If  he  insists. 
TIE  UP.  The  people  are  ready  for 
strike,  and  it  may  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  us  American    mules    to    our 
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senses,  so  that  next  November  we 
might  know  where  to  register  our 
kicks.  The  next  great  strike  must  be 
with  the  ballot. 


A  DAMNABLE  PLOT. 

There  probably  is  no  city  in  the 
United  States  In  which  the  working 
people  are  so  Interested  at  the  present 
time  as  Los  Angeles.  Situated  in  the 
extreme  southwestern  part  of  the  coun- 
try, hundreds  of  miles  from  the  near- 
est large  city  and  thousands  of  miles 
from  the  great  cities  of  the  East,  it 
has  been  selected  by  the  enemies  of 
labor  as  the  field  on  which  to  fight  the 
first  battle  in  the  present  campaign  to 
crush  unionism,  inaugurated  by  the 
National  Association  of  Manufactur- 
ers. 

The  union-wreckers  of  Los  Angeles 
have  raised  $100,000  as  a  war  fund. 
Not  only  that,  but  they  are  pursuing 
a  policy,  the  inhumanity  of  which 
stands  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
the  Pacific  Coast. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
streets  of  Los  Angeles  are  thronged 
with  destitute  men,  that  there  are 
more  than  fifteen  thousand  persons 
seeking  emplojrment,  and  that  relig- 
ious and  other  organizations  have 
established  soup-kitchens  to  feed  the 
hungry,  the  country  is  being  flooded 
with  literature  urging  mechanics  of 
all  trades  to  come  to  this  city,  with 
the  utmost  disregard  of  truth,  state- 
ments are  made  that  plenty  of  work 
can  be  obtained  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia at  high  wages.  As  a  result 
every  incoming  train  is  crowded  with 
working  men. 

Believing  that  if  the  city  is  over- 
crowded with  workingmen  and  women 
the  fight  for  existence  will  be  so  bitter 
that  the  unions  will  be  disrupted,  the 
Citizens'  Alliance  and  Los  Angeles 
Times  continue  their  damnable  work. 


It  matters  not  to  them  that  thousands 
will  be  forced  to  the  verge  of  starva- 
tion and  are  forced  to  undergo  severe 
suffering,  so  long  as  the  desired  result 
is  accomplished. 

But  they  will  not  succeed.  The 
working  men  and  women  of  Los  An- 
geles are  determined  to  fight  to  the 
last  ditch  in  defense  of  their  unions. 
The  American  Federation  of  Labor  is 
making  special  efforts  to  protect  the 
working  people  of  this  city.  Experi- 
enced organizers  are  on  the  ground, 
and  more  are  to  come.  The  union- 
wreckers  will  eventually  learn  that 
American  men  and  women  can  not  be 
reduced  to  the  level  of  Chinese  and 
Japanese. 

Members  of  organized  labor  are  re- 
quested to  advise  all  workers  to  keep 
away  from  California,  and  especially 
Los  Angeles. 


NOTICf. 

Under  date  of  Feb.  26th,  Mrs.  Anna 
Wilmot  writes  from  Saugertles,  N.  Y., 
asking  for  information  leading  to  the 
whereabouts  of  her  husband.  Walter. 
She  states  her  husband  left  her  on 
train  in  Buffalo,  February  12th,  while 
en  route  from  St.  Louis  to  Saugertles, 
telling  her  he  would  follow  in  a  few 
days.  Since  that  date  Mrs.  Wilmot 
has  not  heard  from  Walter,  and  is 
anxious  to  locate  her  missing  hubby. 

Any  Information  leading  to  his 
whereabouts  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  Mrs.  Anna  Wilmot.  80  Ulster 
avenue,  Saugertles,  N.  Y. 

Walter  Wilmot  belongs  to  Lodge  No. 
134,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 
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AN  APPEAL  TO  ALL  LODGES. 

In  the  February  issue  of  the  Journal 
appeared  a  bill  (H.  R.  13477}  which 
was  introduced  in  the  present  Congress 
at  the  request  of  your  editor. 

To  be  brief,  this  bill  asks  Congress 
to  clothe  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission with  power  to  hold  a  public 
test  of  ALL  automatic  coupling  de- 
vices, and  from  that  test  pick  the 
coupler  showing  the  greatest  degree  of 
EFFICIENCY,  or.  in  other  words,  the 
coupler  coming  nearest  meeting  all 
physical  requirements.  This  coupler 
to  be  adopted  as  a  standard,  all  other 
couplers  to  be  retired  from  service 
after  a  reasonable  time. 

The  advantage  to  switchmen  of  a 
standard  coupler  in  universal  use  can 
be  instantly  seen.  It  would  familiarize 
the  switchmen  with  the  mechanism 
with  which  he  is  working,  that,  like 
the  pianist,  he  would  instinctively 
know  at  all  times  Just  where  to  place 
his  hand,  thereby  minimizing  the  dan- 
ger attendant  coupling  and  uncoupling 
cars. 

The  beneficent  results  emanating 
from  this  bill  if  it  becomes  a  law 
should  be  clear  to  all  switchmen  and 
meet  their  hearty  endorsement. 

Remember  this  bill  was  not  intro- 
duced in  behalf  of  ANY  PARTICULAR 
coupling  device;  nor  was  it  intro- 
duced in  behalf  of  ANY  PARTICULAR 
individual,  but  to  throw  a  safeguard 
around  the  lives  and  limbs  of  the 
switchmen  of  this  country. 

Rumor  has  reached  the  ear  of  the 
editor  that  the  imputation  has  been 
cast  that  he.  the  editor,  was  prompted 
through  pecuniary  interest  in  having 
this  bill  introduced,  and  that  it  was  in- 
troduced in  behalf  of  a  piarticular 
coupler,  namely,  the  "Thomas  Coupler." 
This  imputation  was  uttered  with 
malicious  intent,  the  falsity  of  which 
can  easily  be  discerned  by  carefully 
reading  the  bill. 


A  date  has  been  set  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Com- 
merce for  your  editor  to  appear  and 
submit  arguments  In  support  of  this 
measure.  The  editor  has  prepared  a 
papei*  which  he  will  read  before  this 
committee  in  Washington  March  19th. 

Now  then,  your  editor  appeals  to 
each  lodge  to  pass  resolutions  petition- 
ing the  Congressmen  from  the  district 
wherein  the  lodge  is  situated  to  sup- 
port and  fight  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  13477). 


ANOTHER  CLUMSY  fORGERY. 

In  The  Railroad  Trainman  for  Feb- 
ruary, page  158.  under  the  caption. 
"The  Switchmen's  Union  Explained 
Why  It  Failed.**  appears  another 
clumsy  forgery  in  the  shape  of  a  cir- 
cular, and  again  from  Kansas  City. 

Why  Kansas  City  Is  singled  out  as 
the  place  for  such  dirty,  underhanded 
work  is  more  than  we  can  fathom. 

Last  August  we  showed  by  sworn 
affidavit,  that  there  was  some  one  not 
very  friendly  to  the  Swltchmen*s 
.  Union  who  had  circulated  a  document 
around  Kansas  City  with  the  malicious 
intent  of  retarding  our  growth  in  that 
vicinity. 

Whoever  the  author,  one  thing  you 
must  say,  he  Is  the  limit  for  rough, 
clumsy  work. 

The  first  circular  this  party  Issued 
had  our  business  agent's  signature  at- 
tached, but  the  ignoramus  spelled  Bro. 
Tobin's  name  "Toben." 

Isn't  It  singular  that  a  copy  of  these 
circulars  always  "gets  away"  and  im- 
mediately takes  wings  for  the  Train- 
men's headquarters  in  Cleveland? 

Doesn't  it  seem  very  queer  that  these 
circulars  always  arrive  on  time  in 
Cleveland,  but  never  reach  our  quarters 
in  Buffalo,  unless  the  bungler  mails 
one  to  an  imaginary  person  and  it  goes 
through  the  Dead  Letter  oflSce? 
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We  give  the  Trainmen  credit  for 
having  more  sense  than  to  get  out  such 
a  rough  and  extremely  absurd  docu- 
ment. And  the  editor  of  this  Journal 
will  be  frank  in  saying  he  does  not 
believe  the  Trainmen's  organization 
had  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  is  more 
reasonable  to  believe  there  is  some 
cheap  skate  detective  agency  in  Kan- 
sas City  that  is  trying  to  make  the 
railroads  believe  there  is  cause  for  em- 
ployment in  spying  on  S.  U.  switch- 
men. 

We  know  the  Trainmen  have  not  any 
too  much  love  for  this  union,  but  we 
at  least  expected  the  editor  of  their 
magazine  would  give  switchmen  credit 
for  more  sense  than  to  put  such  im- 
becilic  utterances  on  paper  and  dis- 
tribute them  in  circular  form. 

One  thing,  and  one  thing  only  can 
be  said  in  favor  of  the  author  of  this 
circular,  and  that  is  in  the  last  para- 
graph, where  he  admonishes  the  per- 
son addressed  not  to  let  the  circular 
get  out  of  his  sight. 

The  Switchmen's  Union  is  a  mili- 
tant organization,  but  even  the  Train- 
men would  hardly  brand  us  anarchists, 
as  this  circular  undoubtedly  does,  ' 
where  the  appeal  is  made  to  take  up 
arms  if  necessary  to  force  our  de- 
mands. 

TTie  Railroad  Trainman  places  itself 
in  an  unenviable  light  when  it  takes 
cognizance  of  the  ravings  of  some 
mental  wreck  in  the  employ  of  some 
detective  bureau. 

Our  advice  is  to  be  calm  and  consid- 
erate, and  go  not  into  convulsions  over 
the  frothings  of  some  victim  of  delir- 
ium tremens. 

Here  is  the  circular,  with  affidavit! 
This  is  what  The  Railroad  Trainman 
expended  time  and  space  in  regaling 
its  readers. 

Read  it,  and  then  form  your  own 
opinion  of  the  man  who  would  give 
credence  to  such  a  crazy  document: 


Affidavit. 

State  of  Kansas, 
Wyandotte  County — as.: 

A.  F.  Mielke,  being  first  duly  sworn 
on  oath,  deposes  and  ssiys  he  is  Secre- 
tary of  the  Local  Lodge  No.  1  of  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.,  and  acting  in  this  capacity  he 
is  in  possession  of  all  records  made  at 
all  meetings,  and  refutes  the  follow- 
ing statement  published  in  The  Rail- 
road Trainman,  February,  1908.  Vol. 
XXV,  No.  2,  a  magazine  published 
monthly  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen: 

"S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  Nov.  30,  1907. 
"To  All  Members  in  the  Kansas  City 
District: 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  peer- 
less leader  would  not  allow  us  to  make 
a  fight  for  demands  at  this  time,  should 
not  discourage  you.  We  will  triumph 
in  the  end.  We  realize  a  mistake  was 
made  in  waiting  on  the  managers  so 
long.  By  doing  so  they  had  ample 
time  to  communicate  with  the  Scab 
Herder  at  Cleveland,  and  he  immedi- 
ately got  busy,  and  the  result  was. 
there  were  B.  R.  T.  would-be  Scabs 
shipped  into  all  points.  When  we  make 
our  demands  again  (and  that  will  be 
very  soon),  we  will  surprise  the  man- 
agers and  the  Scab  Herder. 

**We  must  have  our  rights,  GO  cents 
per  day  increase,  and  eight-hour  day 
without  reduction  in  wages.  Now. 
brother,  it  behooves  you  to  line  up  all 
men  in  yard  service.  Talk  to  your  non- 
union fellow-workmen,  also  argue  with 
the  poor  unfortunate  that  happens  to 
be  a  member  of  the  B.  R.  T.  He  wants 
more  money  and  shorter  hours.  If 
they  all  join  us  we  will  surely  get  bet- 
ter conditions  without  a  strike,  but 
strike  we  will  if  our  demands  are  not 
granted. 

"An  organization  that  won't  take  ad- 
vantage of  its  enemies  is  not  worth  be- 
longing to.  There  is  nothing  procured 
now  days  by  peaceful  methods,  so  we 
must  be  prepared  to  shoulder  a  gun,  if 
necessary;  so  let  us  get  together  and 
stand  together. 

"You  may  show  this  document  to 
your  non-union  friend  or  to  your  B.  R. 
T.  yard-man,  but  under  no  circum- 
stances allow  them  to  keep  it  long 
enough  to  get  out  of  your  sight. 

(Signed)  "Local  Committee 

S.  U.  OF  N.  A." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


sn 


Further  the  atBant  deposes  and  saith 
not.  A.  F.  MiELKE. 

Subscribed    in    my     presence     and 
sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of 
February.  1908.        Grace  Hudson, 
(Seal)  Notary  Public. 

(Commission  expires  June  13,  1908.) 


A  PROMINENT  JESUIT  ON 
SOCIALISM. 

The  Very  Rev.  Alexander  J.  Bur- 
rowes,  president  of  St.  Ignatius'  Col- 
lege. Chicago.  111.,  being  interviewed 
recently  by  a  Chicago  Daily  Socialist 
reporter  expressed  himself  as  follows: 

•*We  must  realize  today  that  a  few 
men  by  speculation  and  by  manipula- 
tion of  what  other  men  produce  ta 
the  greatest  share  of  the  value  of  those 
products;  that  these  men  can  employ 
the  best  legal  talent  in  the  country, 
and  that  for  this  reason  the  worker  is 
at  a  disadvantage  in  court.  A  few  men 
can  raise  the  price  of  essential  com- 
modities to  a  fictitious  value  and  reap 
the  profit 

"A  condition  exists  which  is  wrong. 
The  courts  of  law  put  technicality  b'^ 
fore  fact  If  Socialism  means  the  or- 
ganization of  the  worker  politically  to 
correct  these  things  I  have  no  quarrel 
with  it. 

"The  worker  has  the  constitutional 
right  to  organize  as  such,  politically. 
It  is  the  fundamental  American  gospel 
that  men  should  work.  We  must  ad- 
mit that  now  the  corporations  can 
maintain  enough  representatives  in 
Ongress  and  enough  legal  talent  in 
the  courts  to  make  the  present  big 
political  parties  very  largely  ineffec- 
tive. It  is  the  workers'  duty  to  organ- 
ize politically  and  get  justice  for  them- 
selves. If  that  is  modem  Socialism, 
modem  Socialism  is  right.  I  am  not 
fighting  it  here  or  anywhere  else." 


Starving  M.in:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  f* 


WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK  OF  THIS  ? 

Very  recently  an  official  on  one  of  the 
lines  resigned  his  position  to  accept  a 
more  lucrative  one  in  a  city  not  far 
distant  from  Chicago. 

On  the  evening  of  his  departure  a  re- 
ception was  tendered  him  and  a  $300 
diamond  pin  presented  the  gentleman 
by  the  members  of  a  certain  railway 
brotherhood.  This  might  be  passed 
unnoticed  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact 
that  about  the  time  this  reception  and 
presentation  took  place  one  of  the 
members  of  this  brotherhood  died  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  and  these  self-same 
individuals  who  gave  the  railway  offi- 
cial a  $300  diamond  pin  refused  to  ex- 
pend $3.00  in  flowers  for  a  dead 
brother. 


WE  ARE  ON  THE  WRONG  TRACK 

"If  our  naval  and  military  expenses 
ever  surpass  or  even  equal  our  educa- 
tional expenses,  we  shall  be  on  the 
wrong  track.  If  we  ever  put  the 
fortress  and  the  fleet  above,  or  even  on 
a  level  with,  the  schoolhouse  and  the 
university,  our  sense  of  perspective  will 
be  out  of  focus.  If  we  ever  spend  more 
to  inspire  awe  and  fear  in  other  peo- 
ples than  to  cultivate  intelligence  and 
character  in  our  own,  we  shall  be  on 
the  road  to  the  worst  kind  of  bank- 
ruptcy— a  bankruptcy  of  men." — Dr, 
Henry  Van  Dkye. 


ANOTHER  LODGE  IN  CHICAGO 

February  23d,  Bro.  W.  J.  Trost,  dep- 
uty organizer  and  business  agent  for 
Lodges  199,  58  and  19,  instituted  a  new 
lodge  at  Western  avenue  and  Lake 
street. 

This  lodge  starts  with  a  good  healthy 
charter  membership,  and  will  be  hailed 
and  known  as  Garfield  Lodge  No.  124. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


81*3 


JOURNAL  C^ 


SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


GOV.  HASKELL  DEMANDS 
LABEL 

Gov.  Haskell  of  our  new  state  Okla- 
homa makes  it  plain  and  clear  what 
his  attitude  is  towards  organized  la- 
bor.   The  following  are  his  words: 

"Every  piece  of  printing  that  comes 
into  my  office  while  I  am  governor  of 
this  state,  and  all  printing  done  for 
any  of  the  boards  of  which  I  am  con- 
stitutloDally  a  member  will  have  the 
union  label  thereon.  Any  influence 
that  I  might  have  or  can  bring  to  bear 
on  the  state  and  county  officers  in  this 
matter,  will  be  to  have  the  union  label 
attached  thereon,  and  the  same  will  be 
done  in  Oklahoma.  When  I  was  a  can- 
didate for  governor  I  secured  my  sup- 
port from  the  union  men  and  farmers 
of  this  state,  and  no  outsider  voted  for 
me  or  rendered  any  support  to  any  out- 
sider in  the  matter  of  printing  or  any- 
thing else.  I  want  to  state  right  here 
that  my  motto  will  be  that  adopted 
by  the  typographical  unions  of  the  new 
state:  "Keep  your  money  in  the  new 
state  and  call  for  the  union  label  on 
all  your  printing." 


He  is  indeed  a  busy  man  who  can 
never  find  time  to  find  fault. 


Eight  years  ago  it  was  the  "Fool  Din- 
ner Pail."  now  it  is  the  "Soup  House.** 
The  way  we  have  been  casting  our 
ballots  would  lead  a  sensible  man  to 
conclude  that  what  we  ought  to  get 
is  the  "Fool  House." 


Tom  Watson,  the  populist  candidate 
for  the  presidency  four  years  ago,  once 
said  "You  can't  convict  a  cow  thief 
when  eleven  of  the  jury  got  part  of  the 
beef."  This  philosophy  should  be  ap- 
plied when  you  analyze  the  present 
political  system.  Follow  this  line  of 
reasoning  and  you  will  not  wonder  why 
the  producer  gets  so  many  kicks  and 
cuffs  at  the  hands  of  our  courts. 


Letter  from  First  Vke-President 
Heberlingr* 

Waco,  Tex..  Feb.  17,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  railroads  in  the  Southwest  are 
retrenching  in  every  department,  cut- 
ting down  expenses  as  much  as  possible 
to  keep  up  the  fixed  charges  on  bonds 
and  pay  dividends.  There  have  been 
reductions  in  wages*  in  several  branches 
on  several  system.  Some  of  the  rall- 
load  magnates  say  now  is  the  proper 
time  for  capital  and  labor  to  test  their 
strength.  These  magnates  claim  labor 
is  too  high-priced  and  should  be  low- 
ered. This  is  a  warning  to  all  those 
that  are  not  union  men  that  their 
wages  will  be  reduced.  They  have  ac- 
cepted what  the  union  fought  and 
gained  for  them.  They  have  been  good 
corporate  tools  and  would  not  join  the 
union,  and  if  there  is  a  reduction  of 
wages  in  any  department  on  a  railroad, 
it  proves  the  employes  are  not  properly 
organized  in  that  department,  and  If 
misfortune  befalls  your  lot  in  a  re- 
duced wage,  it  will  be  on  account  of 
your  indifference  toward  the  union 
that  you  will  suffer.  Well  organized  de- 
partments of  labor  will  not  have  their 
wages  reduced.  These  lessons  should 
teach  every  worker  in  the  land  to  be 
true  to  the  principles  of  organized  la- 
bor. Then  there  would  be  no  leeches 
or  scabs  to  act  as  tools  for  the  Wail 
Street  gamblers  who  rivet  the  chains  of 
slavery  on  the  necks  of  American  work- 
men. This  country  would  progress  with- 
out driving  your  children  to  the  factory 
to  coin  money  out  of  their  very  blood  to 
buy  foreign  titles  for  the  daughters  of 
tne  masters  of  industry.  Unite  your 
forces  and  blot  out  the  disgraceful  con- 
ditions that  exist  before  you  are  re- 
duced to  the  level  of  serfs.  The  pres- 
ent condition  was  made  possible  be- 
cause through  the  indifference  of  those 
that  produce  all  wealth  jrou  were  con- 
tented with  a  pittance  of  a  wage  in  ex- 
change for  the  great  wealth  you  pro- 
duced, making  it  possible  for  a  few  men 
to  control  the  money  of  the  nation. 
And  they  can  stagnate  business  to  give 
you  an  object  lesson  so  yo.u  will  vote 
them  more  power,  and  your  reward  in 
the  end  will  be  abject  slavery  as  long 
as  men  that  work  for  wages  will  vote 
for  corporate  tools  to  legislate  for  you. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Heberlixo. 
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Letter  from  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent Connors. 

Chicago,  111.,  Feb.  11. 

At  this  particular  time  there  Ib  a 
vast  difference  in  the  opinions  of  some 
of  our  labor  leaders,  as  to  how  trade 
disputes  should  be  settled.  Some  use 
the  argument  that  because  of  the  de- 
pressed conditions  in  the  industrial 
world,  labor  should  be  submissive  and 
a^ee  to  any  condition  the  employer 
may  see  fit  to  impose  upon  them.  I 
contend  this  shows  cowardice.  If  you 
are  a  true  trades  unionist,  follow  out 
its  principles  and  exert  your  strength 
and  manhood  against  oppression  at 
any  and  all  times.  Strike,  that  is  the 
only  weapon  labor  has  to  fight  its  bat- 
tles. Of  course  no  one  who  has  given 
the  subject  of  strike  or  lockout  any 
considerable  attention  can  stoutly  ad- 
vocate recourse  to  strike.  But  I  ask 
any  fair-minded  man  to  point  out 
definitely  what  the  wage-earner  is 
going  to  do,  situated  as  he  is,  for  in- 
stance, in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
the  railway  officials  are  taking  advant- 
age of  this  industrial  depression  to  dis- 
criminate against  the  active  union 
man.  They  have  established  employ- 
ment bureaus,  and  all  applicants  must 
seek  employment  through  this  bureau, 
which  means  that  the  company  has 
started  a  black  list  factory  to  keep  the 
active  union  man  from  getting  em- 
ployment. Here  and  there  may  be 
found  an  employer  who  is  generously 
and  considerately  inclined,  who  will 
grant  not  only  fair  wages  but  also 
other  reasonable  working  conditions; 
but  taken  as  a  concrete  proposition 
nothing  has  been  handed  to  the  switch- 
men upon  a  silver  platter.  All  that 
the  switchman  has  achieved  in  ma- 
terial improvement  has  been  compelled 
by  sheer  power  of  organization,  of  in- 
telligence, of  grit,  by  their  willing- 
ness to  bear  temporary  burdens  and 
make  monetary  sacrifices  that  better 
conditions  of  labor  and  of  life  shall  be 
secured  for  themselves  and  those  de- 
pendent upon  them,  and  for  those  who 
may  come  after  them. 

Having  participated  in  strikes  as 
well  as  having  observed  them  in  all 
their  phases,  I  repeat  that  no  one  can 
be  a  sturdy  advocate  of  recourse  to 
them.     But  when  the  American  stand- 


ard of  life,  and  with  it  manhood  and 
character,  and  independence,  is  threat- 
ened, and  no  relief  can  be  obtained  by 
any  other  course  than  strike,  bf  all 
means  strike,  and  strike  to  win.  And 
if,  as  I  have  seen  it,  the  employers 
have  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  hotels 
filled  with  members  of  a  strike-break- 
ing association;  that  should  cut  no 
figure.  Strike  and  put  said  associa- 
tion on  record.  Why  should  we  wait 
until  we  are  all  discharged,  one  at  a 
time,  or  why  should  we  wait  until  the 
employer  voluntarily  concedes  to  our 
demands?  To  follow  that  course  we 
might  as  well  believe  in  the  notions 
preached  to  us,  to  be  content  with  our 
lot  here  on  earth  and  hope  for  good 
things  when  we  reach  the  great  be- 
yond. That  is  a  long  time  to  wait,  so 
this  sacrilegious  view  is  not,  and  never 
has  been  seriously  considered  by 
switchmen,  for  they  are  all  wise 
enough  to  know  that  in  material 
affairs  of  this  mundane  sphere  man- 
kind has  its  destinies  in  its  own  keep- 
ing; that  if  the  switchmen  would  par- 
take of  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  and 
the  benefits  of  civilization,  they  must 
achieve  these  things  by  their  own 
efforts,  "For  those  who  would  be  free 
themselves  must  strike  the  first  blow," 
is  as  true  now  as  ever  in  the  history 
of  man;  that  eternal  vigilance  Is  as 
much  the  price  of  material  advance- 
ment now  as  it  is  or  ever  was  the 
price  of  liberty.  When  employers  re- 
fuse to  meet  representatives  of  their 
employes,  or  they  haughtily  and  sum- 
marily refuse  workingmen's  requests 
for  Improved  conditions,  what  recourse 
but  the  strike  Is  there  open  to  the 
men?  As  much  as  I  deplore  and  seek 
to  avoid  a  strike,  when  such  an  alter- 
native is  presented  I  have  no  hesi- 
tancy in  declaring  that  members  of 
labor  unions  would  be  less  than  men 
did  they  not  strike,  and  strike  per- 
sistently to  tcin. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  honest 
trades  unionists  must  unite  their 
forces  to  exterminate  all  strike-break- 
ing and  self-admiration  societies  that 
are  masquerading  as  labor  unions,  for 
it  is  they,  and  not  the  employer,  who 
are  responsible  for  the  many  defeats  of 
the  labor  movement.  Those  organiza- 
tions are  controlled  by  the  employers 
and  as  a  result  they  are  of  no  benefit 
to  the  poor  dupes  who  pay  dues  into 
them.     I  have  seen,  you  have  all  seen. 
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what  dirty,  contemptible  methods  some 
of  those  societies  have  used  in  the 
past,  advised  by  leaders  who  are  the 
mere  creatures  of  the  corporation.  Let 
me  say  if  we  can  exterminate  the  scab 
we  will  have  no  trouble  in  settling 
with  the  employer. 

With  the  scab  gone,  and  the  scab 
leader  shorn  of  his  power,  the  em- 
ployer loses  his  best  and  only  friend, 
which  will  cause  him  to  be  more  rea- 
sonable. He  will  be  more  apt  to  for- 
bear and  be  more  friendly  with  com- 
mittees representing  his  employes. 
There  will  be  fewer  strikes  and  a 
greater  degree  of  harmony  and  dis- 
cipline among  the  employes,  which 
will  result  in  better  service  to  the  em- 
ployers and  the  public.  But  under  pres- 
ent conditions  strike  we  must. 

Yours  truly  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
James  B.  Connors. 


Wanted 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Simon 
J.  Mahoney,  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing in  Lodge  No.  4.  He  left  home  Dec. 
18,  1907,  and  has  not  been  heard  from 
since.  About  36  years  old.  height  5 
feet  8  inches,  blue  eyes,  dark  complex- 
ion. Any  information  will  be  thank- 
fully received  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Nellie 
Mahoney,  20  Clifford  street,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. 


Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
C.  L.  Survant,  formerly  a  member  of 
JjOdge  No.  7,  will  confer  a  great  favor 
by  notifying  Bro.  E.  S.  Powell,  323 
Nineteenth  avenue,  south,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


Anyone  knowing  the  address  of 
Philip  M.  Cassidy,  formerly  of  Lafay- 
ette, Ind..  please  communicate  with 
Bro.  Dan  Hartnett,  1608  North  Twelfth 
street,  Lafayette,  Ind.  Cassidy  was 
last  heard  of  working  in  Peoria,  111. 


No  man  can  make  a  mistake  with- 
out learning  something. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS?" 


''The   Untouched   Dinner-PaH'' 

The  night  was  dark  and  stormy, 

The  rain  began  to  pour. 
I  heard  the  sound  of  footsteps 

Outside  the  shanty  door. 
The  switchmen  lined  up  for  supper, 

Each  one  a  hearty  rail. 
I  noticed,  as  I  sat  there. 

An  untouched  dinner  pall. 

It  was  few  words  that  were  spoken 

In  that  little  band  of  men. 
I  knew  that  something  happened. 

Something  seemed  to  trouble  them. 
A  locker  door  was  open, 

And,  hanging  on  a  nail 
With  a  napkin  edge  projecting, 

Was  the  untouched  dinner  pail. 

Yes,  a  napkin  neatly  folded 

By  a  tender  mother's  hand. 
And,  lo!  tonight  she  prays  for  him 

While  the  storm  sweeps  o'er  the  land. 
Oh,  how  we  dread  to  tell  her. 

Poor  old  mother,  sure  will  fail 
When  she  sees  us  coming  homeward 

With  the  untouched  dinner  pail. 

No  more  the  little  tots  will  try 

His  dinner  pail  to  heaft, 
And  crowd  around  each  morning 

To  see  what  brother  left. 
God  bless  their  lonesome  little  hearts. 

They,  too,  must  hear  the  tale 
Next  morning  as  they  stand  around 

The  untouched  dinner  pail. 

C.  J.  Btbne. 

Spokane  Lodge  No.  137. 


Little  Willie — "Say,  pa,  what  does 
this  paper  mean  by  a  'quiet  wedding*?" 

Pa — "Guees  it  must  refer  to  the  mar- 
riage of  deaf  and  dumb  mutes,  my 
son." — Exchange. 

The  great,  round  moon  came  out 
from  behind  a  cloud  and  swam  in  the 
open  blue. 

"Light  of  my  life!"  cried  the  love- 
sick youth,  dropping  on  his  knees, 
**can  you  not  see  that  I  rivet  my  eyes 
on  you  every  time  we  meet?" 

"Stop!"  exclaimed  the  beautiful 
maiden.  "Do  you  belong  to  the  rivet- 
ers' union?" 

Crushed  and  crestfallen,  he  slunk 
away  into  the  shadows  of  the  night. — 
Exchange. 
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A  LETTER  ON   ECONOMICS. 


The  Editor  Asks  all  Switchfnen 
to  Read  this  Piece  of  Philo- 
sophic Reasoning. 


Toledo,  O.,  March  1,  1908. 

The  present  Industrial  depression 
appears  to  be  a  mystery  to  a  majority 
of  wage  slaves.  They  do  not  under- 
stand the  reason  for  it,  but  they  know 
there  is  a  great  number  of  idle  work- 
ers who  cannot  secure  employment, 
and  most  of  those  who  are  working 
have  had  their  wages  reduced,  while 
all  employers  and  bosses  are  more 
arrogant  and  unreasonable  than  the 
old-time  slave  drivers  ever  were. 

Some  people  profess  to  believe  it  is 
due  to  the  influence  of  predatory  in- 
terests which  have  paralyzed  industry 
In  order  to  bring  the  administration 
into  disrepute  with  the  working  class. 
This  is  about  as  unreasonable  a  cause 
as  could  be  given,  for  the  administra- 
tion brought  itself  into  disrepute 
with  all  intelligent  worklngmen  long 
ago,  by  its  opposition  to  the  interests 
of  the  working  class. 

If  any  workingman  is  deluded  with 
the  idea  that  the  administration  is 
friendly  to  his  interests,  It  is  because 
he  is  not  familiar  with  the  facts,  or  is 
too  dumb  to  understand  facts. 

We  hear  considerable  about  trust- 
busting,  but  no  person  can  name  any 
trust  that  has  been  busted,  regulated 
or  controlled  by  this  bunch  who  clamor 
for  a  "so-called"  square  deal. 

They  have  been  in  complete  control, 
and  have  had  the  undivided  support  of 
Congress,  the  courts,  and  the  people 
for  over  six  years,  and  the  condition 


of  the  wage- workers  is  worse  today 
than  ever  before,  and  the  chief  execu- 
tive even  has  the  audacity  to  denounce 
those  who  advocate  putting  some  re- 
striction upon  the  power  of  courts  to 
issue  injunctions,  and  those  who  advo- 
cate jury  trials  in  contempt  cases. 

He  is  the  champion  of  summary 
proceedings  when  opposed  to  work- 
lngmen, and  even  said  in  his  re- 
cent message  to  Congress,  that  respect 
for  the  law  included  respect  for  the 
judges  who  enforce  it.  The  recent  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  against 
Martin  Lawler  and  600  members  of  the 
Hat  Makers  Union  of  Danbury,  Conn., 
will  result  in  practically  putting  or- 
ganized labor  down  and  out,  for  It 
takes  away  their  most  effective  weapon 
of  defense,  and  ought  to  Increase  the 
respect  for  judges,  with  Roosevelt,  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  parasites.  Such  de- 
cisions and  the  one  in  the  Haywood 
case,  may  create  respect  for  judges 
with  people  like  Roosevelt,  but  not 
with  worklngmen. 

Even  If  the  administration  had  been 
unfriendly  to  corporations,  which  I 
deny,  does  anyone  seriously  believe 
that  the  business  Interests  would  de- 
stroy the  source  of  their  revenue  for 
spite?  People  do  not  Injure  themselves 
to  spite  others  unless  they  are  weak- 
minded,  and  no  one  will  accuse  the 
financiers  of  being  weak-minded.  If 
anyone  really  holds  such  views  they 
will  have  difficulty  In  reconciling  them 
with  the  fact  that  the  same  economic 
conditions  which  prevail  here  prevail 
in  every  Industrial  center  on  earth,  and 
for  the  same  reason,  viz.,  the  Inability 
of  the  workers  to  purchase  the  product 
of  their  labor. 

Industry  is  carried  on  exfluaively 
for  profit.  The  profit  is  the  selling 
])rice  of  the  commodities,  less  the  cost 
of   production   and   distribution.     The 
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average  value  of  a  worker's  product, 
according  to  the  Labor  CkXDinissloner's 
report,  is  ten  dollars,  and  the  average 
wage  one  dollar  and  forty-eight  cents 
per  day.  This  leaves  an  average  of 
eight  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents  which 
each  worker  produces  each  day  that  he 
cannot  buy  back.  This  surplus  must 
be  disposed  of,  or  it  accumulates  until 
it  becomes  necessary  to  suspend  oper- 
ations, which  is  called  producing  a 
panic.  This  country  has  passed 
through  six  such  panics  or  periods  of 
industrial  depression,  all  due  to  the 
same  cause,  but  which  the  defenders 
of  the  present  system  unsuccessfully 
endeavored  to  explain  in  some  other 
way.  They  attributed  it  to  everything 
except  what  produced  it.  They  called 
them  money  panics,  because  money  was 
hard  to  obtain.  The  money  didn't  get 
off  the  earth,  nor  was  it  destroj^ed. 
There  was  just  as  much  money  as  there 
was  during  so-called  prosperity.  The 
trouble  was  the  people  who  had  the 
money  did  not  need  the  things  the 
workers  produced.  A  large  portion  of 
the  business  is  done  with  commercial 
paper,  and  no  money  actually  changes 
hands.  The  people  who  have  the  title 
to  wealth  do  not  need  the  goods,  and 
the  people  who  do  need  the  goods  have 
no  title  to  wealth  to  exchange  for 
them. 

At  the  time  this  country  declared 
war  against  Spain  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  a  panic,  the  same  as  at  pres- 
ent. After  Cuba,  Porto  Rico  and  the 
Philippine  Islands  had  been  seized, 
the  allied  powers  which  are  dominated 
by  commercial  interests,  invaded  China 
and  opened  the  Orient  to  the  markets 
of  the  world. 

The  stimulus  afforded  <by  these  new 
markets  relieved  the  situation  while 
these  markets  lasted,  but  it  was  only 
temporary.  The  commercial  interests 
realized  that  goods  could  be  produced 
in  the  Orient  with  cheap  labor,  for  less 
than  they  could  be  made  in  countries 
where  the  standard  of  living  was 
higher,  and  a  machine  could  be  oper- 
ated by  those  people  with  good  results, 
because  the  machine  takes  the  place 
of  the  skilled  mechanic;  all  that  is 
required  is  some  person  to  attend  it, 
and  the  product  would  be  as  valuable 
for  that  market  as  goods  which  bear  a 
label.  The  saving  by  using  pauper 
labor,  and  what  was  saved  on  trans- 
portation, was  clear  profit.     Machines 


were  placed  in  the  Orient,  which  pro- 
duced goods  to  supply  that  trade,  and 
as  a  result  the  workers  here  and  in 
EiUrope  are  out  of  a  job.  The  shoe- 
makers are  barefooted  because  they 
have  made  too  many  shoes.  The  tailors 
are  threadbare  because  they  have 
made  too  many  clothes;  in  fact,  the 
whole  working  class  is  destitute  be- 
cause they  have  produced  too  much. 

All  the  suffering  from  hunger,  cold 
and  exposure  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
society  recognizes  private  property  in 
natural  resources,  which  are  necessary 
for  peoples  existence.  We  have  been 
taught  that  all  men  are  created  with 
equal  rights,  among  them  the  right  of 
life,  liberty  and  pursuit  of  happiness. 
If  a  person  has  the  same  right  to  life 
as  another,  he  has  the  same  right  to 
such  things  as  are  necessary  to  sustain 
life,  which  are  natural  resources.  No 
person  can  show  any  title  to  natural 
resources,  except  such  as  are  conferred 
upon  them  by  some  law.  These  nat- 
ural resources  are  not  the  product  of 
any  person's  labor,  and  are  only  val- 
uable for  exchange  purposes  as  labor 
is  applied  to  them.  Water  is  a  natural 
resource,  while  it  is  in  a  river  or  lake 
as  Nature  provided  it,  it  is  of  inestim- 
able use  value,  but  no  exchange  value 
for  there  has  been  no  effort  expended 
in  putting  it  there.  When  it  is 
pumped  into  a  standpipe  it  becomes  of 
exchange  value,  the  amount  depending 
upon  the  amount  of  effort  necessary  to 
put  it  into  condition  to  use.  The 
actual  cost  of  furnishing  should  be  the 
selling  price,  and  all  commodities  be- 
ing the  result  of  labor  applied  to  nat- 
ural resources,  should  be  exchanged  at 
the  actual  cost  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution. 

Air  is  a  natural  resource;  it  is  not 
the  product  of  any  man's  labor.  No 
man  has  a  right  to  more  than  he  can 
use,  but  has  a  right  to  all  he  can  use, 
if  he  will  furnish  the  energy  to  use  it. 
It  is  necessary  to  every  person's  exist- 
ence, but  no  more  so  than  fuel.  Coal 
in  the  ground  is  not  the  product  of  any 
man's  labor,  and  any  person  who  is 
willing  to  render  to  society  the  amount 
of  labor  necessary  to  get  it  out  of  the 
ground  is  entitled  to  the  coal.  No  per- 
son has  any  more  right  to  force  an- 
other to  pay  tribute  for  digging  coal 
than  he  has  to  put  a  meter  in  his 
throat  and  charge  him  for  the  air  he 
breathes. 
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No  person  has  any  private  property 
rights  In  natural  resources,  except 
such  as  is  conferred  on  him  by  some 
law.  The  power  which  creates  a  right 
can  also  abolish  it,  and  in  this  case 
should  abolish  it.  If  our  ancestors  en- 
tered into  any  arrangement  which  de- 
prived us  of  our  heritage,  and  gave 
others  property  in  things  which  we 
must  have  to  live,  we  are  at  liberty  to 
repudiate  any  such  deal.  All  wealth  is 
the  product  of  labor  applied  to  natural 
resources,  and  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
person  who  performed  the  labor.  He 
earned  all  of  it,  and  is  entitled  to  all 
of  It  No  person  has  any  right  to  de- 
prive him  of  any  part  of  it,  and  those 
who  do  live  by  other  peoples'  toil. 
They  are  parasites,  regardless  of  what 
they  base  their  claim  on. 

A  parasite  has  always  been  consid- 
ered as  a  leech  on  society.  There  are 
several  species  of  these  leeches.  In 
some  parts  of  the  world  they  take  the 
form  of  titled  aristocracy.  We  do  not 
believe  In  aristocracy  or  nobility.  Our 
forefathers  went  to  war  with  England 
because  they  would  not  support  a 
choice  bunch  of  idlers,  whose  only 
claim  to  support  was  that  they  were 
the  descendents  of  other  useless  crea- 
tures. The  colonist  did  not  object  to 
these  leeches  because  they  called  them- 
selves lords,  dukes,  earls  or  counts, 
but  because  they  rendered  nothing  in 
return  for  the  support.  What  a  spec- 
tacle for  their  descendents  to  observe 
the  workingman  of  this  country,  who 
boasts  of  his  superior  intelligence,  sup- 
porting a  greater  number  of  equally 
useless  parasites  in  this  country,  to- 
gether with  almost  the  entire  titled 
aristocracy  of  the  whole  civilized 
world. 

Giddy  and  frivolous  girls  of  Amer- 
ica solemnize  an  unholy  matrimonial 
alliance  with  silly  bankrupt  sports  of 
Europe,  and  we  support  the  whole 
bunch  in  a  style  our  forefathers  never 
dreamed  of.  We  would  not  tolerate  a 
titled  aristocracy,  based  on  military 
supremacy,  but  we  tolerate  a  profit 
aristocracy,  based  on  industrial  su- 
premacy. The  result  is  the  same.  It 
is  difficult  to  understand  why  people 
object  to  paying  tribute  to  others  who 
claim  it.  because  their  ancestors  were 
successful  in  military  undertakings, 
and  obtained  power  by  trampling  on 
the  rights  of  others,  and  yet  are  will- 
ing to  pay  tribute  to  equally  useless 


creatures,  simply  because  their  an- 
cestors were  successful  in  industrial 
undertakings,  and  obtained  power  by 
corrupting  judges,  bribing  legislators, 
and  by  other  nefarious  methods  ob- 
tained title  to  the  heritage  of  their 
fellowmen. 

No  one  will  contend  that  these 
parasites  render  anything  to  society 
for  what  they  receive.  All  this  vast 
wealth  is  the  profit  on  the  sale  of  the 
hide  and  tallow  of  the  working  class. 
If  the  workers  received  the  full  value 
of  what  their  labor  was  worth  to  so- 
ciety, there  would  never  be  any  aris- 
tocrats nor  any  panics,  for  there  could 
be  no  surplus.  The  hours  of  labor 
would  be  regulated  to  correspond  with 
the  amount  of  commodities  necessary 
for  use.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to 
secure  new  markets  to  keep  the  people 
from  starving. 

The  prosperity  of  a  country  would 
not  be  measured  by  the  amount  which 
the  exports  exceed  the  imports,  which 
In  reality  is  only  an  indication  of  the 
extent  the  workers  have  been  robbed. 
One  instance  of  the  effect  of  this  rob 
bery  occurred  in  New  York  recently 
when  fifteen  million  dollars  of  such 
ill-gotten  gains  was  spent  on  one  wed- 
ding, and  in  that  same  city  there  were 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  men 
out  of  work,  and  families  depending  on 
them  for  suiH)ort.  The  robbery  of  the 
workers  produced  the  money  for  the 
wedding,  and  also  produced  the  desti- 
tution of  these  unfortunates.  Yet  they 
vote  to  continue  the  system  which  robs 
them. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  voting  mule  of 
this  country  will  get  hungry  enough 
to  cause  his  brain  to  act.  and  that  he 
will  have  strength  enough  left  next 
election  to  drag  himself  to  the  polls, 
and  that  he  will  realize  the  relation- 
ship between  his  vote  and  his  job,  and 
vote  the  system  of  exploitation  out  of 
existence,  and  establish  an  industrial 
republic  where  poverty  will  .be  un- 
known. 

Yours    for    a   co-operative    common- 
wealth, Ibwtn  E.  Austin. 
Lodge  No.  7),  8.  U.  of  N.  A. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  V/ORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS!" 
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Conneaut»  O. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  I  have  been  appointed  Journal 
agent  for  No.  116,  I  suppose  the  mem- 
bers will  expect  a  letter  In  the  pink 
book  for  March,  as  I  was  informed  at 
the  meeting  at  which  I  was  appointed 
that  that  was  one  of  my  duties  €md  one 
that  they  expected  to  be  performed. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  No.  116 
for  some  time,  and  although  I  cannot 
boast  of  doing  much  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  lodge,  I  can  say  that  there 
never  has  been  any  duty  imposed 
upon  me  that  I  did  not  make  an  effort 
to  perform,  even  if  I  made  a  complete 
failure  of  it,  and  I  am  going  to  do 
the  same  in  this  case,  and  the  editor 
can  decide  as  to  whether  this  is  a 
failure  or  not. 

If  it  appears  in  the  Journal  I  will 
know  that  he  considered  the  effort 
worth  recognizing  at  least,  and  if  not 
I  will  try  and  do  better  next  time. 

The  year  just  passed  has  been  a 
very  prosperous  one  for  No.  116,  so  far 
as  membership  is  concerned.  I  have 
not  looked  up  the  figures  to  see  just 
how  many  members  we  took  in  last 
year,  but  I  know  that  during  the  sum- 
mer there  was  something  doing  at 
every  meeting.  Of  course,  this  is  our 
dull  season  here  on  the  Bessemer,  and 
it  is  dull  right,  more  so  than  it  has 
been  here  for  several  years.  However, 
we  expect  something  doing  soon.  But 
I  am  afraid  there  is  not  going  to  be  as 
much  work  here  this  coming  sunmier 
as  usual.  It  looks  as  though  that  pros- 
perity we  have  heard  so  much  about 
lately  has  left  us  for  parts  unknown, 
and  that  the  bottom  has  fallen  out  of 
our  "fool  dinner-pall." 

The  reports  say  they  only  expect  to 
move  about  60  per  cent,  as  much  ore 
down  the  lakes  this  year  as  last,  which 
does  not  look  much  like  prosperity  for 
this  summer,  at  least  on  roads  that  de- 
pend on  the  iron  and  steel  business 
for  traffic. 

The  cry  of  the  politicians  Is  that 
this  crisis  is  brought  on  by  the  money 
power  to  injure  the  chances  of  the 
present  administration  at  the  next 
election.  But  when  you  stop  to  think, 
it  is  hard  to  find  any  reason  for  them 
to  tie  up  the  country  for  the  sake  of 
effecting  any  change  in  the  present  ad- 
ministration, as  I  do  not  see  where 
they  could  find  anyone  that  would  run 


the  government  any  more  to  their 
taste  than  it  is  being  run  now.  I 
think  the  trusts  are  perfectly  safe 
until  they  get  a  more  effective  trust- 
buster  than  we  have  now.  Trusts  can 
never  be  busted  by  bluffing,  especially 
where  the  fellow  being  bluffed  has 
dealt  the  other  fellow's  cards  face  up. 
No,  brothers,  we  all  know  the  cause  of 
this  panic.  It  is  not  to  save  the  trusts, 
it  is  to  destroy  the  unions.  I  read  a 
little  leaflet  some  time  ago,  entitled 
"The  Parable  of  the  Water  Tank," 
and  I  presume  a  great  many  of  the 
members  have  read  it,  but  those  who 
have  not,  should,  as  it  illustrates  the 
present  conditions  better  than  any- 
thing I  have  seen  for  some  time.  We 
have  had  plenty  of  work  for  a  few 
years,  but  all  the  time  we  have  been 
producing  a  little  more  of  everything 
than  has  been  consumed,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  we  have  an  over-produc- 
tion of  everything,  and  our  masters  are 
in  a  position  to  starve  us  into  accept- 
ing their  terms.  And  the  worst  of  it 
is,  it  will  always  be  so,  until  laboring 
men  get  together  and  run  things  them- 
selves. I  am  not  a  politician,  so  will 
not  suggest  any  remedy  for  our  pres- 
ent condition,  but  I  do  think  that  every 
laboring  man  should  read  up  and  that 
we  should  all  get  together  and  elect 
some  men  to  legislate  for  us  from  our 
own  ranks.  We  all  know  that  there 
are  plenty  of  men  among  our  class  that 
are  capable  of  filling  these  positions, 
and,  I  believe,  men  that  cannot  be 
bought  to  betray  their  own  cause. 

Well,  I  guess  it  is  time  for  me  to 
side-track,  or  Bro.  Cassidy  will  drop 
this  into  the  waste-be^ket  on  account 
of  its  length  if  nothing  else. 

By  the  way,  we  would  like  awfully 
well  to  see  one  of  our  Grand  Lodge 
officers  up  this  way.  We  are  only  116 
miles  from  Buffalo,  and  we  don't  see 
one  of  them  once  in  two  years  on  an 
average.  If  they  do  not  want  to  make 
a  special  trip,  it  seems  as  though  they 
could  make  it  a  point  to  stop  off  some 
time  in  going  through.  If  they  let  us 
know  a  day  or  two  ahead,  we  will  try 
and  have  a  good  turn  out  at  a  special 
meeting.  Of  course,  we  would  be  glad 
to  see  any  of  them,  but  we  would  eBpe- 
cially  like  to  have  Bro.  Hawley  here, 
as  there  are  some  matters  of  import- 
ance that  we  would  like  to  talk  to  him 
personally  about.  And,  of  course,  at 
the  same  time  we  would  like  all  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL.  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


319 


members  to  see  hhn  and  hear  him  talk. 
We  have  a  great  many  members  who 
never  saw  him,  and  but  very  few  who 
ever  heard  him  talk.  It  does  8eem«  as 
close  as  we  are  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
that  we  ought  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
having  a  Grand  Lodge  officer  here  once 
a  year  at  least. 

Wishing  the  Joubnal  and  the  S.  U. 
In  general  a  prosperous  future,  1  am, 
Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

JOUBXAT.    AgEXT. 


Duluth,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

A  few  words  about  the  special  mess- 
age to  Ck>ngress  from  President  Roose- 
velt would  not  be  out  of  place  here,  and 
in  considering  this  most  comprehensive 
document  we  point  out  the  following 
careful  consideration.  The  message 
says  In  part: 

"It  Is  futile  to  concede,  as  we  do,  the 
right  and  the  necessity  of  organized 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  wage-earners 
and  yet  by  the  Injunction  process  to 
forbid  peaceable  action  to  accomplish 
the  lawful  objects  for  which  they  are 
organized  and  upon  which  their  suc- 
cess depends.  This  matter  Is  daily  be- 
coming of  graver  importance,  as  I  can- 
not too  urgently  recommend  that  Con- 
gress give  careful  consideration  to  the 
subject." 

Talk  about  turning  in  the  fire  alarm; 
Paul  Revere's  ride;  the  tolling  of  mid- 
night bells  of  Boston;  the  Impassioned 
speeches  of  OUs  and  Patrick  Henry! 
If  this,  and  the  balance  of  the  message 
Is  not  a  call  for  the  people  to  wake  up 
and  take  notice,  I  don't  want  a  cent 
And  it  is  pointed  tind  directed  to  organ- 
ized labor.  President  Gompers  has  been 
doing  some  good  work  at  Washington, 
this  message  shows  it  You  can  see  his 
hand  in  It  All  the  law-making  power, 
all  the  courts  and  even  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  money  power,  and  they 
are  hurling  at  us  the  defiant  words 
Injunction,  unconstitutional.  Sir,  this 
is  the  keynote  as  effects  us  directly.  It 
is  a  solemn  warning  of  the  danger  that 
is  now  upon  us  and  it  brings  to  our 
minds  the  fears  that  were  entertained 
by  our  beloved  President  Lincoln  who, 
in  an  Immortal  address  many  years 
ago,  forecasted  such  a  state  of  affairs 
that  we  are  in  today.      He    knew    it 


would  come  sooner  or  later  and  his  old 
saying  goes,  "You  can't  fool  all  the  peo- 
ple all  the  time,"  and  has  a  chance  to 
hold  good  yet;  but  we  must  hurry.  We 
earnestly  hope  that  Congress  will  make 
some  law  that  will  stop  the  abuses  of 
Injunction,  for  what  does  any  labor  or- 
ganization amount  to  if  their  actions 
be  restrained  by  injunction?  The  ways 
and  means  that  we  have  of  conducting 
our  affairs  are  swept  away  indis- 
criminately and,  as  a  general  rule,  any 
laws  that  are  made  to  protect  the 
wage-earner  are  declared  unconstitu- 
tional. 

It  is  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  American  people  when  we  are  re- 
quired to  appear  before  the  Supreme 
Court  and  show  cause  why  the  freedom 
of  spech  and  of  the  press  must  be  main- 
tained. This  sounds  rather  queer,  in 
fact,  these  rights  out  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned. But  we  are  confronted  with 
just  such  a  proposition  and  if  the 
higher  court  affirms  the  decision  of  the 
lower  court  in  the  case  of  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  versus  Buck  Stove  Company,  why, 
good-bye  Sarah  Jane!  We  will  have  to 
get  into  the  political  pot  knee-deep  and 
the  first  step  In  that  direction  is  for  all 
labor  organizations  to  affiliate  with  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  I  wish  that  all  the  railroad 
unions  would  come  into  this  affiliation. 
It  would  cause  a  much  better  under- 
standing between  us  and  avoid  a  great 
amount  of  trouble  and  enable  us  to  con- 
centrate our  political  power  in  the 
right  direction,  and  this  Is  what  will 
bring  success  to  all  our  aims  and  ob- 
jects. We  shall  never  amount  to  much 
the  way  we  stand,  so  everybody  push. 

Count  the  representatives  of  labor  in 
the  English  and  German  parliaments 
and  then  count  all  of  them  in  the 
American  Congress  and  see  If  there  is 
any  difference  in  the  numbers.  Read 
that  little  book  entitled  "What  the  Re- 
publican and  Democratic  Parties  Have 
Done  for  the  Working  Man."  All  the 
pages  are  blank.  I  wish  I  had  a  copy 
for  all  the  brothers. 

In  this  country  we  all  have  the  right 
to  vote,  but  we  lack  the  political  or- 
ganization that  would  consolidate  us. 
We  vote  for  men  who  make  no  en- 
deavor to  change  any  of  the  rotten  laws 
that  make  us  slaves.  They  go  to  Con- 
gress with  boodle  on  their  brain  and 
come  back  with  It  in  their  pockets  an<l 
tell  us  about  putting  on  the  lid  at 
Washington,  or  trying  very  hard  not  to 
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do  so,  or  voting  for  an  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  defining  the  limits 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  or  the  Saragosa 
Sea.  All  of  this  may  be  all  right,  but  it 
does  no  good  towards  the  full  dinner 
pail  and  a  living  wage.  They  will  not 
listen  to  us  until  we  are  organized 
politically  through  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  or 
otherwise  when  we  come  marching 
down  the  line  representing  several  mil- 
lion votes  that  are  to  be  cast  and  di- 
rected in  one  direction.  Then  equal 
rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to 
no  one  will  prevail,  and  we  shall  be 
looked  up  to,  respected  and  honored, 
and  government  by  injunction  shall 
cease  with  all  its  attending  evils  and 
the  emancipation  day  will  be  pro- 
claimed the  second  time  and  the  white 
slaves  shall  be  free. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

G.  H.  Maloit. 


St  Paul,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  is  a  long  time  since  St  Paul 
Lodge  No.  204  has  been  heard  from, 
but  we  are  all  very  much  alive  in  spite 
of  our  silence. 

We  regret  to  state  that  one  of  our 
brothers,  C.  B.  Embrey,  has  been 
sorely  afflicted  of  late,  suffering  from 
a  stroke  of  paralysis,  which  has  total- 
ly disabled  him  for  work.  He  was  a 
steady  workman  and  good  provider, 
and  his  wife  and  three  little  ones  feel 
the  affliction.  The  boys  of  No.  204  are 
working  with  a  good  will  to  help  their 
brother  in  his  need,  and  at  present 
have  a  gold  watch  to  dispose  of.  and 
we  hope  that  all  the  brothers  from  the 
other  lodges  to  whom  Financial  Secre- 
tary Harrington  has  forwarded  tickets 
will  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
and  help  a  good  cause  along. 

The  membership  of  No.  204  is  stead- 
ily   increasing.     The   hard   times   do 
not  seem  to  discourage  new  members, 
nor  do  they  keep  the  old  ones  away. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Frank  Burke. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS!" 


Staples*  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  I  was.  recently  elected  Journal 
agent,  I  suppose  that  it  is  up  to  me  to 
make  good,  and  as  this  is  my  first  at- 
tempt I  hope  the  readers  of  the  pink 
book  will  bear  with  me  kindly. 

In  my  first  item  of  news  I  will  en- 
deavor to  report  the  hard  time  dance 
given  by  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  Jan. 
24th.  The  event  was  the  star  attrac- 
tion of  the  season  and  would  have  put 
comrade  Ben  Reitman's  attempt  to  or- 
ganize a  parade  of  the  unemployed  of 
Chicago  in  the  shade. 

One  of  the  chief  features  of  the  eve- 
ning was  when  Bro.  J.  P.  McDonald 
boasted  that  he  could  drink  all  of  the 
orange  frappe,  but  little  did  he  think 
that  Sister  Nelson  had  the  frappe  tub 
connected  with  the  city  water  works. 
After  numerous  attempts  in  that  direc- 
tion, Bro.  Joe  Guth  was  heard  to  re- 
mark that  Mack's  attempt  to  drain  the 
frappe  tub  put  him  in  mind  of  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's  attempt  to  bust  the 
trusts. 

Bro.  George  Norris,  dressed  as  old 
Pluto,  made  C.  W.  Mattison  remark 
how  much  he  resembled  yardmaster  Kd 
Keeley  on  a  morning  after  pay  day. 

The  dance  was  a  big  success  in  every 
way.  The  net  receipts,  according  to 
Sister  Willis,  were  $42.25.  Much  credit 
for  the  success  of  the  affair  must  be 
given  to  Sister  Anna  Loftus,  for  under 
her  leadership  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  is 
destined  to  become  tae  leading  organi- 
zation in  labor  circles  of  this  city. 

On  Jan.  30th  the  switchmen,  not  to 
be  outdone  by  the  sisters,  gave  a  recep- 
tion to  the  switchmen's  families  and 
their  friends.  The  entertainment  con- 
sisted of  music,  singing  and  dancing, 
and  at  midnight  a  bountiful  lunch  was 
served,  to  which  all  did  ample  Justice 
and  caused  the  worthy  brothers  to  let 
out  their  belts  several  holes.  The  dance 
broke  up  in  the  wee  sma'  hours  of  the 
morning  and  when  the  boys  showed  up 
at  the  yardoffice  they  looked  like  the 
brakeman  that  never  returned.  But 
they  all  told  the  same  story,  everybody 
had  a  good  time. 

Charlie  Carson  Is  holding  down  the 
extra  list  at  Pasco,  Wash.  Charlie  Holt 
is  trying  to  regain  his  lost  health  or  a 
Job  somewhere  between  Los  Angeles 
and  Sacramento,  Cal. 
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Bro.  Jamee  Hetherington  has  Just  re- 
turned from  a  trip  through  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  where  he  tried  to  solve  the 
problem  of  the  unemployed. 

Fatty  Thompson  is  lost  somewhere 
in  the  wilds  of  Montana.  Anyone  find- 
ins  bim  will  please  notify  the  lodge. 

Dad  Hurley  has  started  a  broker's 
office  in  Fargo,  N.  D.,  and  is  doing  a 
rattling  business  discounting  notes. 

George  R.  Davis  is  an  extra  "con"  on 
the  O.  N.  at  Anacortes,  Wash. 

Harry  Glunt  is  doing  odd  Jobs  out  on 
the  Coast 

So  much  for  the  social  side  of  the 
union  at  this  place,  now  for  the  indus- 
trial: In  May  last  year  this  lodge  had 
seventy-five  members.  But  lack  of  em- 
plos^ment,  death,  transfers  and  other 
causes  has  cut  us  down  to  fifty-three, 
with  the  prospects  of  the  barometer  go- 
ing suil  lower,  for  it  Is  impossible  to 
suppose  or  to  expect  that  the  brothers 
will  be  able  to  keep  up  their  dues  when 
out  of  employment 

This  yard  has  been  reduced  from 
thirteen  to  four  engines,  throwing 
about  thirty  switchmen  out  of  work. 
And  right  here  I  want  to  register  my 
kick  against  compulsory  insurance,  for 
if  it  were  not  for  this  compulsory  busi- 
ness many  a  true,  loyal,  union-hearted 
man  would  be  able  to  pay  his  dues,  or 
the  lodge  would  be  better  able  to  keep 
him  in  good  standing.  As  the  game 
stands  now,  he  is  forced  on  the  delin- 
quent list  Besides  this  it  keeps  hun- 
dreds of  switchmen  from  Joining  the 
Union.  One  Grand  Lodge  officer  in- 
forms me  that  the  hardest  thing  he  has 
to  contend  with  is  to  get  applicants  for 
membership  to  go  before  a  physician 
and  get  examined  for  the  Insurance.  It 
is  the  writer's  opinion  that  if  we  ever 
see  the  ESastern  switchmen  lined  up  in 
the  S.  U.  the  way  they  should  be,  it 
will  be  after  this  compulsory  insur- 
ance is  cut  out.  While  this  insurance 
may  be  a  good  thing  for  the  individual's 
family,  it  is  a  poor  feature  for  this 
Union  as  a  whole.  Right  here  is  a  case 
where  the  initiative  and  the  refer- 
endum would  come  in  handy,  for  if  we 
had  it  at  this  time,  there  is  no  doubt 
if  the  question  of  compulsory  or  op- 
tional insurance  was  put  to  the  mem- 
bership at  large  that  the  optional  in- 
surance would  carry  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. And  yet  why  an  organization 
like  the  S.  U.  should  persist  in  doing 
business    in    an    old    and    worn    out 


method  when  they  know  of  a  more 
modem  and  up-to-date  way,  is  a  mys- 
tery to  me.  With  the  initiative  and  the 
referendum  incorporated  in  our  consti- 
tution it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
wait  two  years  to  enact  needed  legisla- 
tion. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  as  No.  1  is  about 
due  I  will  have  to  drop  this,  and  if  it 
escapes  the  wastebasket,  maybe  I  will 
have  more  to  say  along  this  line  at 
some  future  time.    I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

SWITCHTENDBB. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Having  been  appointed  agent  for 
1908,  I  shall  commence  to  do  business. 
No.  39  is  sUll  alive  and  is  taking  in 
new  members  right  along  and,  with 
good  material  to  work  on,  we  expect  to 
continue  doing  so. 

Business  is  slightly  on  the  increase 
and  ere  long  we  expect  and  hope  to  see 
it  booming. 

"Baldy"  O'Brien  of  Lodge  No.  17  paid 
Lodge  No.  39  a  visit  and  gave  the  boys 
some  good  advice. 

Bro.  Jas.  Keegan  had  the  misfortune 
to  fall  through  the  roof  of  a  car  last 
week  breaking  two  ribs  and  getting  a 
shaking  up,  but  he  is  able  to  be  around 
again. 

Bro.  Wilkins  is  busy  taking  all  the 
cash  he  sees  and  is  Just  as  handy  at  it 
as  he  was  swinging  the  gavel.  He  says 
we  must  all  be  "on  the  Job"  with  dues 
before  the  first  of  each  month,  or  he 
will  see  that  you  get  a  big  "S,"  and  It 
will  not  have  the  current  month  on  it, 
so,  boys,  be  wise. 

Our  worthy  chaplain,  Bro.  J.  Shultz, 
says  the  coaches  do  not  worry  him  any, 
or  he  can  always  borrow  a  nickel  from 
the  "gouger" — I  don't  think. 

Bro.  Dernberger  is  taking  his  annual 
down  in  Tampa,  Pla.  Bathing  in  win- 
ter is  what  catches  him  and  he  is  go- 
ing to  the  Isle  of  Pines  to  invest  some 
of  the  cash  he  made  on  the  "Soap  Bub- 
ble Engine." 

Quite  a  number  of  day  men  got  the 
"Irishman's  raise"  and  are  swinging  a 
lamp. 

By  the  way,  Bro.  Editor,  did  you  see 
a  certain  editorial  in  a  journal  for  Feb- 
ruary rehashing  an  old  story?  Well, 
whatever  else  is  said  about  the  S.  U., 
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no  one  will  ever  say  that  they  did  not 
make  good  or  withdraw  gracefully. 
What  has  become  of  that  bold  stand 
Jan.  2,  1908 — everything  stops.  "Gone 
where  the  woodbine  twineth."  "He 
who  runs  may  read." 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Nyc. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Jouenal: 

As  I  have  been  appointed  Journal 
agent,  I  suppose  I  will  have  to  make 
good.  However,  I  think  our  president 
made  a  poor  selection,  but  I  will  do  the 
best  I  can. 

In  looking  over  the  Journal  this 
month  I  was  pleased  to  see  so  many 
good  letters  and'  speeches.  The  letter 
of  Bro.  Austin  was  fine  and  well  di- 
rected. The  only  way,  in  my  estima- 
tion, that  the  latter  can  get  justice  and 
fair  treatment  is  through  the  ballot. 
Let  us  all  join  in  a  body,  regardless  of 
what  unions  we  represent,  march  to 
the  polls  and  elect  men  whom  we  know 
will  make  laws  and  see  that  they  are 
enforced.  Instead  of  putting  such  men 
as  Mr.  Tafft  In  office,  who  will  see  that 
the  laws  that  protect  a  laboring  man 
are  not  enforced  and  are  declared  un- 
constitutional. Do  away  with  these 
old  parties,  brothers.  They  are  there  for 
no  good  to  the  laboring  man.  The  capi- 
talists are  the  only  ones  they  benefi't. 
If  they  did  not  benefit  them,  why  are 
they  80  eager  to  have  them  In  office? 
I  again  say,  let  us  join  hands  and  cast 
our  votes  for  the  man  whom  we  know 
is  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  every  la- 
boring man  in  this  grand  country  of 
ours.  Then,  brothers,  after  we  have  ac- 
complished this  one  point,  which  will 
be  the  greatest  victory  that  was  ever 
recorded  in  the  history  of  the  United 
bcates,  we  need  not  be  worried  over 
this  party  or  that  union  or  the  other 
getting  up  and  saying  we  got  it,  not  the 
other  fellow.  But,  brothers,  we  can  say 
we  all  got  it — ^that  we  were  all  Instru- 
mental in  bringing  it  about 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  No.  80 
learned  of  Bro.  Mathew  Fay's  death. 
While  the  writer  did  not  know  him  per- 
sonally, I  have  heard  so  much  about 
him  it  seems  as  if  I  always  knew  him. 
But  such  is  life,  you  never  know  when 
you  bid  your  family  good-bye  in  the 
morning  but  what  it  is  the  last  time. 
So,    brothers,    remember    your    lodge 


dues  and  always  pay  them  promptly, 
and  be  sure  of  the  family's  protection 
above  everything. 

We  have  several  no-bills  working  in 
the  yard  who  are  so  narrow-minded 
that  they  cannot  see  fit  to  join  the  or- 
der, but  they  are  tickled  to  take  the 
money  the  switchmen  got  for  them. 
Gentlemen,  when  I  see  some  of  our 
brothers  going  up  to  those  fellows  ana 
shaking  their  hands,  it  makes  me  won- 
der how  they  can  do  it  My  theory  is 
this,  shun  them  every  opportunity  that 
presents  itself.  It  will  shame  them 
into  joining  some  time,  perhaps. 

Well  I  guess  I  had  better  leave  a  lit- 
tle space  for  someone  else,  so  assuring 
you  that  Union  Lodge  No.  80  has  been 
working  hard  for  the  cause  at  all  times, 
with  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
I  am,       Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

liNCLE  Rastus. 


Lincoln,  Neb. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

In  looking  over  the  January  number 
I  was  pleased  to  find  a  small  space 
granted  to  Lincoln  Lodge  No.  120. 

We  have  opened  a  charter  here  with 
seventeen  snakes  and  we  are  all  rat- 
tlers. Every  member  carries  four  or 
five  application  blanks — not  in  his 
pockets,  but  in  his  hand.  We  expect  to 
do  big  things  in  Llncoli^  Lodge  No.  120 
In  the  next  sixty  days.  But,  dear 
brothers.  If  we  do  not  do  as  well  as  we 
expect,  you  will  always  find  seventeen 
or  more  rattlers  the  first  Sunday  night 
and  the  third  Sunday  afternoon  in 
every  month  in  Lincoln  Lodge  No.  120. 

Now,  brothers,  when  visiting  Lin- 
coln, or  passing  through,  you  will  not 
have  to  pin  a  $5.00  or  $10.00  bill  on 
your  coat  to  be  recognized,  but  wear 
your  S.  U.  pin  and  I  will  guarantee  one 
out  of  our  seventeen  rattlers  will  see 
you  and  will  find  out  who  and  what 
you  are  before  you  get  away. 

I  do  not  hold  an  office  in  our  lodge. 
I  am  just  one  of  the  snakes. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

L.   D.   McKenzie. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOI> 
KNOWS!" 
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CSiicago,  III. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  desire  to  compliment  the  editor  on 
the  stand  taken  in  regard  to  articles  ap- 
pearing In  the  Trainmen's  Journal 
relative  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
switchmen's  demands  in  November 
last.  If  there  is  any  mud-slinging  to 
be  done,  by  all  means  let  the  other  fel- 
low do  it.  The  remarks  relative  to 
Grand  Lodge  officers  being  in  the  pay 
of  the  general  managers  are  common 
talk  among  nearly  all  classes  of  rail- 
roadmen whenever  there  Is  any  ques- 
tion of  Importance  at  issue  between 
railway  employes  and  employers,  but 
the  trouble  is  that  the  men  do  not  fol- 
low up  this  talk  at  their  national  con- 
ventions. With  the  fireman  and  en- 
gineer at  each  other's  throat,  the 
switchmen  and  trainmen,  ditto,  and  the 
conductor  between  the  devil  and  the 
deep  sea,  is  indeed  a  pleasing  spectacle 
for  the  general  manager's  association. 
Is  there  any  good  red,son  why  men 
working  for  a  common  end  should  thus 
antagonize  one  another?  I  can  see 
none,  and  I  believe  that  these  condi- 
tions can  and  should  be  overcome. 

The  men  In  tBe  building  trades  have 
increased  their  wages  in  the  past  twen- 
ty-five years  from  100  to  150  per  cent. 
They  have  disputes  as  to  jurisdiction, 
but  they  are  settled  in  council.  Why 
can't  railroadmen  do  the  same?  Rail- 
roadmen have  received  increased  wages 
amounting  on  an  average  to  less  than 
thirty  per  cent,  since  1881,  and  had  a 
cat  and  dog  time  of  it  to  boot.  Quite  a 
contrast,  isn't  it?  The  engineer  wants 
to  remain  in  the  B.  of  L.  F.  &  E.  be- 
cause the  insurance  is  cheaper  than 
that  of  the  B.  L.  E.  The  reason  is  that 
the  firemen's  organization  is  composed 
of  very  young  men,  while  the  engineers 
are  more  mature,  with  a  consequently 
higher  death  rate.  The  B.  R.  T.  switch- 
man retains  his  membership  In  that  or- 
der because  they  pay  $150.00  higher 
death  benefit  than  the  S.  U.  will  give 
him  for  the  same  premium.  Statistics 
show  that  the  accidental  death  rate 
among  switchmen  is  100  per  cent, 
greater  than  among  trainmen,  which 
is  sufficient  reason  for  the  difference  in 
insurance.  It  also  shows  that  with  an 
organization  exclusively  of  trainmen 
the  B.  of  R.  T.  could  substantially  in- 
crease the  amount  of  insurance  for  the 
same  premium.    The  fact  is  that  the  in- 


surance department  of  the  different 
railroad  orders  is  not  on  a  business 
basis.  We  find  men  switching  cars  and 
carrying  insurance  with  the  B.  L.  P, 
B.  L.  E.,  O.  R.  C.  and  B.  of  R.  T.  In 
many  fraternal  orders  the  switchman 
is  in  the  prohibited  class,  while  brake- 
men,  firemen,  conductors  and  engineers 
are  classed  as  hazardous  or  extra 
hazardous.  The  only  reason  these  or- 
ganizations can  give  for  continuing 
switchmen  in  membership  Is  charity, 
and  a  switchman  with  any  gumption 
about  him  wants  no  charity.  In  fact  1 
believe  that  these  differences  could  be 
overcome  if  there  was  an  honest  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  different  orders  to  do  so,  and  I  am 
sure  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  S.  U. 
will  do  its  part.  At  times  like  the 
present  when  union  men  should  be 
standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  to  retain 
what  they  have,  we  find  them  instead 
fighting  each  other,  urged  on  by  the 
men  they  are  paying  to  guide  them  to 
success,  instead  of  preparing  for  the 
common  enemy.  The  spectacle  is  piti- 
able, to  say  the  least,  and  should  be 
ended  at  once.  If  the  Grand  Lodges 
do  not  end  it,  it  is  up  to  the  members 
of  the  different  orders  to  see  that  new 
faces  appear  in  their  Grand  Lodges  at 
the  next  convention. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.  S.  Meehan. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editom  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  are  just  recovering  from  the 
effects  of  the  last  social  event  in  the 
ranks  of  the  S.  U.  in  St  Louis. 

Friday  night  Feb.  14th  Success 
Lodge  No.  134  gave  their  annual  ball 
at  North  St  Louis  Turner  Hall,  which 
was  a  decided  success.  The  grand 
march  was  led  by  Bro.  J.  J.  McCarthy 
and  daughter  Margaret.  Bro.  McCar- 
thy is  an  old-timer  and  is  certainly 
there  when  it  comes  to  leading  a  grand 
march. 

The  Ladles'  Auxiliary  was  well  rep- 
resented on  this  occasion,  as  were  the 
yardmasters,  yard  clerks,  engineers, 
firemen  and  trainmen. 

Well,  I  wonder  what  the  switchmen 
will  be  accused  of  next,  and  by  whom? 
It  was  with  much  amusement  I  read 
the  charges  of  the  B.  of  I.  T.  which 
Bro.  Cassidy  reproduced  on  page  232 
of  our  February  issue,  and  I  think  If 
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those  individuals,  W.  H.  Green  and  C. 
C.  Anderson,  did  really  cause  this  ar- 
ticle to  be  published  in  the  Indian- 
apolis Morning  Star  on  Jan.  4th,  they 
were  either  in  knee  pants  at  that  time 
(1894)  or  cast  off  as  undesirables  of 
some  affiliated  union.  I  don't  know 
anything  about  the  B.  of  I.  T.,  but 
think  if  they  claim  to  be  a  labor  or- 
ganization they  have  got  two  leaders 
that  could  stand  a  few  ounces  of  brains 
injected  into  their  overworked  skulls. 
I  am  like  Bro.  Cassidy,  I  have  been  a 
switchman  for  twenty-three  years  and 
it  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  the 
word  scab  attached  to  our  name. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  the  K.  C.  S.  strike 
is  declared  off.  It  was  a  hard  fought 
battle  and  even  if  it  was  lost  it  will  be 
long  remembered. 

A  word  or  two  for  No.  37.  We  are 
getting  along  fine,  a  new  member  being 
initiated  most  every  meeting. 

Bro.  Bartley  and  his  wife  have  re- 
turned from  Michigan  where  they  were 
called  a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  bedside 
of  Bro.  Bartley's  mother,  who  was 
dangerously  ill.  We  were  very  glad  to 
have  "Pa"  back  with  us  at  our  last 
meeting. 

Sister  Cherry  is  in  the  East  visiting 
relatives  and  we  all  missed  her  smiling 
face  at  the  ball. 

\vhafs  the  matter,  "He-Haw?"  I 
looked  for  your  letter  this  month  but 
failed  to  find  it  I  think  the  Journal 
agent  for  No.  14  L.  A.,  had  better  wake 
up,  too,  and  I  guess  No.  54  and  No.  134 
are  asleep  also.  Wake  up,  brothers  and 
sisters!  I  wish  I  could  write  as  good  a 
letter  as  some  of  you  that  are  asleep, 
I  would  write  two  every  month. 

Bro.  Mund  was  injured  and  is  at  St 
Mary's  Infirmary.  Bro.  Mund  belongs 
to  No.  134,  but  every  switchman 
should  call  and  see  him.  It  is  your 
duty,  brothers. 

Business  is  very  dull  here  and  Jobs 
are  scarce.  I  would  advise  any  travel- 
ing brother  to  head  some  other  way  if 
he  is  looking  for  work. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Shorty. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIg  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS!" 


Texarkanci,  Ark. 

Editor  Switchmen^s  Joitbnal: 

I  take  the  pleasure  in  dropping  you 
these  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that 
the  brothers  of  No.  147  are  still  alive, 
but  not  doing  much  business  in  the 
line  of  getting  in  new  members. 

Railroad  business  has  been  very  good 
all  summer  and  fall  and  it  has  not 
dropped  any  to  speak  of.  We  are  doing 
a  big  business  according  to  the  amount 
of  room  we  have  to  do  it  in.  BJvery 
switchman  that  comes  along  can  get 
what  he  is  looking  for,  that  is  hard 
work,  and  we  have  had  some  com^ 
through  here  that  do  not  want  work 
Work  is  not  what  those  kind  of  broth- 
ers are  looking  for.  They  are  looking 
out  how  they  can  work  a  poor  brother 
that  is  working  and  that  has  a  family 
to  support  Now,  Bro.  Editor,  it  does 
not  look  right  that  I  should,  as  a 
brother,  sit  down  and  talk  about  my 
brothers  this  way,  but  I  am  compelled 
to  do  80.  Those  brothers  that  I  speak 
of  are  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  men  and  come  here 
to  Texarkana  looking  for  work.  Bro. 
J.  T.  Smith,  with  a  welcome  hand  and 
good  heart,  took  those  two  brothers 
over  to  a  widow  that  has  five  little  chil- 
dren to  support  and  keeps  a  boarding 
house,  trying  to  make  an  honest  living. 
Those  would  be  brothers  did  not  do  a 
thing  but  skip  out,  beat  the  poor  lady 
and  left  Bro.  Smith  to  pay  the  bill  to 
the  amount  of  $9.00.  One  of  the  broth- 
ers belongs  to  Lodge  No.  1.  This 
brother  came  back  and  said  he  would 
pay  up.  Now,  brothers,  one  and  all, 
if  this  kind  of  work  is  kept  up,  what 
will  become  of  a  good  and  honest 
brother  that  would  pay  his  way?  He 
will  have  to  be  placed  in  the  same  class, 
as  we  would  not  know  anything  about 
him  until  we  found  him  out  This  i 
think  is  mighty  hard. 

Now,  brothers,  our  Lodge  is  No.  147, 
placed  at  the  Gateway  to  Texas,  and 
should  you  come  to  Texas  you  will  find 
some,  if  not  a  great  deal  of  friendship, 
and  our  motto  B.,  H.  and  P.,  awaiting 
you  from  the  brothers  of  Gate  City 
Lodge  No.  147.  All  we  ask  is  to  be 
treated  like  brothers  should  treat  each 
other,  and  this  No.  1  brother  that  1 
speak  of  we  will  forgive  him  this  time, 
and  when  they  come  here  again  it  will 
be  our  time.  We  are  ready  to  forgive, 
but  not  forget. 
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Now,  brothers,  one  more  thing  I 
^would  like  to  see  and  that  is,  we  gained 
a  good  many  brothers  in  good  old  1907. 
Now  let  us  put  our  shoulders  together 
for  1908  and  let  us  see  if  we  can  not 
double  1907.  Come  to  the  meetings  and 
belp  to  keep  the  good  work  going. 
Some  brothers  think  that  if  they  pay 
their  dues  that  is  all  they  have  to  do. 
But,  brothers,  stop  and  remember  the 
obligation  you  took  on  your  bended 
Imeea  Don't  forget  it  so  quick.  If 
it  was  something  else  you  would  never 
forget  it.  If  a  brother  says  let  us  go 
down  to  Pat  Duffy's  around  the  Corner, 
you  say  alright,  but  if  this  same 
brother  says  let  us  go  to  lodge  or 
church,  you  say  I  am  so  tired  I  can't 
stand. 

Brothers,  let  us  all  try  and  help  the 
ladies  build  up  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary. 
There  is  nobody  closer  to  us  than  our 
ladies.  Get  them  together  and  they 
will  always  help  us. 

Fearing  my  letter  is  getting  too  long. 
I  will  close  with  success  to  the  good 
old  S.  U.  and  L.  A.    I  remain,  as  ever. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Wm.  Kellbt. 


Ft.  Scott,  Kans. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

After  several  months'  reading  of  the 
Switchmen's  Joubnal,  and  not  seeing 
a  word  from  No.  66,  I  will  try  my 
hand,  so  as  to  let  the  brothers  through- 
out the  country  know  that  we  are  still 
among  the  busiest  of  the  busy,  taking 
in  new  members  at  every  meeting. 
They  are  the  best  of  material,  and  the 
kind  of  which  any  labor  organization 
should  be  proud. 

In  speaking  of  the  working  condi- 
tions, or  business,  at  this  point,  will 
say  we  are  working  four  engines,  two 
days  and  two  nights,  and  are  certainly 
kept  busy  while  performing  our  duty. 
We  have  quite  a  list  of  extra  men,  but 
the  regulars  treat  us  with  much  re- 
spect, so  we  are  all  going  merrily 
along,  trusting  that  things  will  take 
a  turn  for  the  better,  and  hoping  we 
will  all  be  working  more  regularly  in 
the  near  future.  Just  keep  on  that 
good,  old-fashioned  smile,  brothers 
(you  know  the  one  I  mean),  the  one 
that  won't  come  off.  You  know  the 
saying*  "There  is  many  a  smile  cast 
from  an  aching  heart,"  but  the  time 


is  coming  when,  I  hope,  organized 
labor  will,  for  its  own  sake,  elect  legis- 
lators that  we  may  get  what  the  fel- 
low calls  a  fair  show  for  our  rights. 

Brace  up,  brothers,  each  and  «very 
one  of  you,  for  now  is  the  time  we  cer- 
tainly must  get  busy.  Protect  not 
only  yourself,  but  let  us  delight  in  pro- 
tecting one  another.  Tho  onslaught 
upon  wages  is  now  being  made  all 
along  the  line.  The  courts  have 
cleared  the  way  by .  rendering  decis- 
ions to  cripple  the  resistance  of  organ 
ized  labor.  The  panic  has  crowded 
the  labor  market  with  hungry  stom- 
achs clamoring  to  be  filled;  their 
owners  are  offering  labor  power  at 
any  price  that  will  help  to  fill  those 
stomachs. 

Under  these  conditions  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  employing  class 
should  decide  that  the  time  has  come 
to  make  an  attempt  to  force  down 
wages.  Every  resource  of  the  working 
class  must  be  used  to  resist  that  at- 
tempt Bvery  inch  lost  now  can  be 
recovered  only  by  terrible  sacrifices  in 
the  future.  If  wages  are  driven  down 
now,  the  resisting  power  of  labor  will 
be  reduced,  until  recovery  against  a 
consolidated  capitalist  class  will  be  im- 
possible. There  were  few  gains  made 
during  the  period  of  rising  prices; 
there  must  be  no  losses  now  if  it  can 
possibly  be  avoided. 

So,  brothers,  let  us  all  get  our  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  and  get  where  we 
ought  to  be  as  good  Americans  should. 
Attend  your  meetings  regularly;  you 
cannot  or  must  not  get  the  idea  that 
two  or  three  of  tho  old  war-horses  can 
transact  your  affairs  for  you  at  all 
times  to  come.  Some  of  the  brothers, 
on  a  meeting  day,  you  can  see  on  some 
street  comer  or  other  public  place, 
with  a  five-cent  cigar,  and  I'll  bet  if 
the  truth  were  known,  they  could  not, 
if  asked,  tell  whether  or  not  they  were 
smoking  a  union  cigar,  or  one  from 
some  scab  factory.  Take  a  tumble, 
some  of  you  worthy  brothers,  and 
come  to  lodge. 

We  have  had  some  real  old  weather 
here  the  last  few  days,  and  Bro. 
"Frosty"  had  quite  a  task  keeping 
warm,  as  he  is  always  out,  right  In 
the  thickest  of  the  battle. 

There  is  some  talk  that  Bro.  J.  T 
Penn  is  to  leave  us  in  the  spring  for 
the  purpose  of  playing  baseball  the 
coming  season.     I  must  say  that  the 
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team  that  signs  Bro.  Penn  will  have 
in  him  a  great  backstop. 

"Yes,  yes,"  almost  overlooked  a  very 
important  item.  Two  brand-new  little 
girls  arrived  at  Bro.  West's  on  Febru- 
ary 20th,  so  you  see  Bro.  West  will 
have  quite  a  time  receiving  congratu- 
lations. The  brothers  of  No.  65  all 
Join  in  wishing  the  family  of  four  a 
life  of  nothing  but  success.  . 

Well,  brothers,  as  the  "old  kitchen 
clock"  is  chiming  the  midnight  hour, 
I  think  I  had  better  go  high  and  set 
the  brake  for  this  time. 

Hoping  for  success  of  our  cause,  I 
remain  the  well-wisher  to  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.        Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

C.   R.    SWEARINGER. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  have  not  seen  a  letter  in  the  "pink 
book"  from  Flour  City  Lodge  No.  7,  so 
will  say  a  few  words  to  let  them  know 
we  are  all  alive  and  doing  business  at 
the  "old  stand." 

We  are  taking  In  members  every 
meeting  and  "prospects"  good  for  the 
rest  of  them,  Just  as  soon  as  they  get 
the  "cash."  Everywhere  the  "old  man" 
looks  nowadays  he  sees  the  "white  but- 
ton" on  the  cap.  Keep  it  up,  boys,  that 
is  what  we  want  and  we  will  be  there 
with  the  goods. 

Lodge  No.  7  had  its  regular  meeting 
Sunday  night,  Feb.  16th.  After  meet- 
ing was  over  and  the  brothers  were 
preparing  for  home,  the  sisters  of  Fern 
Lodge  No.  29  surprised  us  by  serving  a 
delicious  lunch,  which  certainly  went 
fine,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
weather.  Thanks  to  the  sisters.  Come 
again;  always  welcome.  No.  7  was  also 
presented  with  a  handsome  gavel  made 
of  iron  wood  inlaid  with  pearls,  by  a 
friend  of  the  order  who  wishes  Lodge 
No.  7  to  dispose  of  a  "cane"  which  he 
made  himself,  as  he  is  in  need  of  the 
money,  and  he  presented  the  gavel  for 
the  trouble  he  might  put  the  lodge  to. 
I  hope  the  brothers  will  all  help  the 
sale  of  tickets,  as  it  is  for  a  good  cause 
and  worth  the  trouble.  We  were  also 
visited  by  several  members  of  other 
railroad  orders,  but  as  the  brothers  had 
made  several  other  visits,  they  arrived 
rather  late  and  were  not  afforded  am- 
ple time  to  talk — only  to  tell  the  object 
of  their  visit.  They  were  invited  to 
lunch,  but  did  not  partake  of  any,  as 


they  thought  it  too  chilly.  As  every- 
body was  preparing  for  home,  having 
had  a  delightful  time,  we  Invited  the 
brothers  to  come  again,  as  the  ladies 
had  the  floor,  being  the  first  accepted. 
Well,  hoping  this  letter  does  not  go 
via  the  "basket  line"  as  it  is  my  first 
attempt,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.,  Tom. 
• 

Jackson,  Mich. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Members  of  Jackson  lodge  are  always 
glad  to  see  the  little  pink  book. 

Perhaps  you  have  forgotten  there 
ever  was  a  Lodge  No.  61.  Well,  we 
are  still  on  earth,  with  58  good  mem- 
bers, and  a  card  tied  on  the  goat  for 
three  more. 

We  had  our  annual  ball  on  January 
31st,  which  was  a  financial  success, 
although  it  was  the  coldest  night  we 
have  had  this  winter. 

Bros.  Oechsler,  Dalton  and  Schular 
never  miss  a  meeting;  also  Bros. 
Fletcher  and  Humphrey.  I  think  we 
have  better  meetings  since  the  ladies 
organized,  as  they  hold  their  meeting 
the  same  night  as  we  do.  The  ladles 
helped  us  nicely  with  our  dance.  Bro. 
Delamater  took  the  money  at  the  door. 
Bro.  Delamater  is  an  ex-switchman, 
now  in  the  wood  and  coal  business, 
and  all  brothers  of  No.  61  are  pleased 
with  Ike's  success  in  that  line. 

I  see  by  the  Joubnal  that  one  of  the 
sisters  tells  of  Bro.  Alton's  clearing 
off  the  table.  Let  me  tell  you  he  didn't 
eat  any  more  than  she  did,  for  I  was 
there  and  saw  them  both.  It  was  six 
of  one,  half  a  dozen  of  the  other;  but 
I  don't  blame  them«*as  it  was  a  grand 
spread  the  ladies  served.  If  Bro.  Rol- 
ler of  No.  80  had  been  there,  there 
would  not  have  been  anything  left  for 
the  committee. 

We  would  be  glad  to  see  some  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  ofllcers  down  this  way, 
as  it's  about  three  years  since  we  saw 
one.  We  would  do  our  best  to  enter- 
tain them.    I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A   SWTTCHMAX. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?- 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS!" 
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St.  Paul  Minn. 

EZditob  Switohmsn's  Journal: 

Last  month  I  did  not  send  anything 
to  the  Journal,  thinking  that  some  of 
the  other  boys  might  take  a  timihle 
and  send  in  the  monthly  happenings. 
Bnt  I  failed  to  see  cmything,  so  I  guess 
it's  up  to  me  again.  As  St.  Paul  is 
the  only  town  of  any  importance 
around  this  part  of  the  country,  every 
one  expects  to  see  something  in  the 
J0U8NAL.  Bro.  Arthur  Norway  died  at 
the  home  of  his  parents  at  Hastings, 
Minn.,  January  2(Kh,  after  an  illness 
of  two  months.  Bro.  Norway  was  a 
young  man  of  excellent  habits,  and  was 
well  liked  by  all  who  came  in  contact 
with  him.  No.  31  extends  to  his  aged 
parents  their  sympathy. 

The  members  along  the  N.  P.  line 
will  regret  to  hear  of  the  illness  of 
Bro.  Harry  B.  Madden,  who  has  been 
laid  up  all  winter  with  rheumatism. 
Bro.  Madden  is  secretary  of  the  N.  P. 
general  adjustment  committee. 

No.  31  presented  Bro.  Hames,  their 
retiring  president,  a  watch  charm  with 
the  emblem  of  the  S.  U.,  in  apprecia- 
tion of  his  services  as  president. 

Our  tenth  annual  ball  was  the  big- 
gest labor  dance  that  was  ever  given 
in  the  twin  cities.  The  following  is 
clipped  from  the  St.  Paul  Dispatch  of 
January  25th: 

•'Nearly  2,000  people  attended  the 
tenth  annual  ball  of  Lodge  No.  31  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.,  at  Armory  Hall  last  even- 
ing. The  crowd  Is  said  to  be  the  larg- 
est ever  seen  at  a  ball  at  the  Armory. 
Twenty  numbers  were  danced,  in  ad- 
dition to  extras.  Supper  was  served 
at  midnight." 

We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to 
the  boys  of  Nos.  204.  206,  27  and  30 
for  the  part  they  took  in  making  our 
dance  a  success.  When  you  give  your 
affairs,  we  will  all  be  there,  like  a  duck 
on  a  raft. 

Kate  Lynch,  assisted  by  Dorkis  M. 
Dosh,  instituted  Harmony  Lodge  No. 
2G  as  an  auxiliary  to  No.  27,  at  Wit- 
tishe's  Hall,  West  St.  Paul,  on  the 
evening  of  January  28th.  No.  26  en- 
tertained with  a  dancing  party,  after 
which  they  served  lunch.  Numerous 
brothers  and  sisters  from  Minneapolis 
and  Minneapolis  Transfer  were  pres- 
ent. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  Bro.  Walter 
Joy  was  elected  president  of  No.  135; 


also  Hogan  in  No.  180  at  Fargo,  but 
sorry  to  see  that  Bro.  Caldwell's  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  roster  of  No. 
137.  What  is  the  matter  with  No. 
137*s  Journal  agent?  Let's  hear  from 
you.         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  F.  P. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  the  boys 
have  heard  from  Burlington  Lodge  No. 
19,  so  I  thought  that  I  would  write  a 
few  lines  and  let  them  know  that  we 
are  not  dead,  as  they  may  think.  If 
they  had  been  up  to  our  smoker,  they 
would  think  that  we  were  the  liveliest 
bunch  that  they  have  seen  for  a  long 
time.  We  had  an  exceptionally  large 
attendance  and  among  the  visitors 
were  Bro.  W.  J.  Trost,  our  deputy  or- 
ganizer, Bro.  J.  B.  Ck>nnors,  our  second 
vice-president,  and  Bro.  Frank  Buck- 
cannon,  President  of  the  International 
Structural  Iron  Workers*  Union.  These 
brothers  spoke  very  interestingly  about 
unionism.  Our  entertainment  included 
singing,  good  piano  playing,  wrestling 
match  and  three  friendly  sparring  con- 
tests. I  tell  you,  brothers,  that  these 
smokers  are  the  only  thing  to  bring  the 
boys  to  the  lodges,  and  I  think  that  it 
would  be  well  to  hand  them  out  the 
same  as  an  open  meeting,  because  you 
can  get  them  there  just  the  same. 

Well,  brothers,  this  is  the  first  of  the 
year  and  I  think  that  if  each  member 
would  do  as  well  as  last  year  that  we 
will  increase  our  membership  to  a  very 
good  figure;  so  let  us  see  what  we  can 
do.  I  will  do  my  best  and  I  think  that 
the  rest  of  the  members  of  Lodge  No. 
19  will  help  me.  I  will  do  all  that  is 
in  my  power  to  help  the  good  work 
along  and  I  hope  that  every  brother 
that  reads  this  letter  will  think  over 
what  I  have  said,  and  if  he  does,  there 
will  be  better  times  in  the  next  year. 
Every  brother  that  thinks  anything 
about  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North 
America  will  attend  one  meeting  a 
month.  It  will  make  the  officers  feel 
like  working.  Attend  meetings  more 
regularly  and  you  will  see  the  differ- 
ence in  a  few  months.  Now,  brothers, 
think  over  this  letter  and  say  you  will 
attend  at  least  one  meeting  each 
month  and  hear  what  is  going  on. 
Don't  be  afraid,  there  is  nothing  that 
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will  harm  you,  and  we  will  see  that 
you  get  home  all  right. 

Well,  I  don't  know  of  any  more  this 
time  that  will  help  the  members,  so  I 
will  close,  hoping  that  every  member 
of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North 
America  will  spend  one  day  in  the 
lodge  room. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Rough  Rider. 


Saginawt  Mich. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  we 
have  seen  a  letter  in  the  Journal  from 
No.  110,  so  here  goes  for  a  try. 

Saginaw  Lodge  died  a  long  time  ago, 
all  but  a  few  old  heads.  But  a  lad  by 
the  name  of  Padget  of  Detroit  struck 
town  the  other  day,  and  William  Shea 
has  not  worked  his  mogul  since.  He 
claims  the  shippers  want  to  waste  some 
coin  in  advertising.  With  the  help  of 
Padgett,  Lash,  O'Shea,  No.  110  is  out 
of  the  hole  and  more  coming. 

Bro.  William  Beaumont,  our  worthy 
chairman  who  attended  the  Detroit  con- 
vention, nearly  lost  his  life  last  Satur- 
day. He  was  on  front  of  engine  when 
the  footboard  caught  and  he  went 
under  the  engine,  cutting  his  leg  badly 
on  the  thigh.  The  driver  was  on  his 
leg  but  did  not  pass  over  it.  Lucky  boy 
to  escape  with  life. 

Bro.  John  Lash  has  been  off  duty  two 
months  for  repairs. 

O.  C.  Strickland  has  his  face  out  for 
an  ad. 

The  weather  put  Mart  Shannon  to 
bed.         Yours,  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

D.  W.  RiBBLE. 


Omaha,  Neb. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Overland  Lodge  No.  5  held  an  open 
installation  of  officers  at  our  hall  on 
Monday  evening,  January  13th,  at 
which  time  the  following  brothers  were 
installed  for  the  year  1908: 

President — Harry  J.  Haverly. 

Vice-President — Fred  M.  Weimmer. 

Secretary — J.  H.  McGann. 

Treasurer — H.  G.  Stalder. 

Chaplain— E.  C.  Willie. 

Conductor — Thomas  Moran. 

Board  of  Directors— C.  S.  White,  J. 
J.  Fenton  and  Thomas  Moran. 


After  the  ceremonies  we  were  in- 
vited to  partake  of  a  fine  lunch  served 
by  Mesdames  Mulvihill,  Haverly,  Ford, 
White,  Dongan,  Irwin,  Moran,  Stalder 
and  the  Misses  Stalder,  after  which  the 
floor  was  cleared  and  we  enjoyed  our- 
selves dancing  until  midnight. 

Our  charter  is  again  draped  in 
mourning  over  the  loss  of  Bro.  John  Ir- 
win, who  was  instantly  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  the  top  of  a  box  car  on 
January  26th,  only  a  few  days  after  the 
and  his  family  had  enjoyed  themselves 
at  our  social.  So  you  see,  brothers,  we 
never  know  when  the  time  will  come. 
So  be  prepared  to  protect  your  families 
by  keeping  in  good  standing.  Bro.  Ir- 
win's remains  were  escorted  to  the 
depot  by  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  5 
and  B.  of  R.  T.  No.  135,  and  the  Eagles, 
he  being  a  member  of  all  three  lodges. 
The  remains  were  sent  to  Samia,  Can- 
ada, accompanied  by  his  family,  where 
they  were  laid  to  rest  until  the  final 
day  when  we  shall  all  meet  again. 

Our  lodge  is  moving  along  slow  but 
sure,  getting  a  few  new  members  each 
meeting,  and  at  present  is  pretty  busy 
arranging  for  our  annual  ball,  which 
will  be  held  on  the  17th  of  March.  So 
if  any  of  our  Grand  officers  are  headed 
this  way,  just  stop  off  and  enjoy  your- 
self with  some  of  the  finest  dancers  in 
the  West — ^the  ladies  of  Omaha. 

Bro.  Charley  White  won  a  homo- 
stead  up  in  South  Dakota  last  fall  and 
is  getting  ready  tb  move  up  there  in 
the  spring.  He  has  already  bought 
three  dogs  on  the  "23"  plan  and  is  in 
the  market  for  a  few  more. 

Mrs.  Anderson,  wife  of  Bro.  John 
Anderson,  is  very  low  with  little  pros- 
pects of  recovery.  Bro.  Anderson  has 
our  sympathy  in  his  trouble. 

Mr.  Lon  Kendall,  for  twenty-five 
years  with  the  C.  M.  ft  St.  P.,  has  been 
appointed  general  yardmaster  of  the 
Union  Pacific  at  Omaha  and  Council 
Bluffs.  Mr.  Kendall  is  well  known  and 
respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
you  may  look  for  a  square  deal  with 
him  at  any  time. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Journal  Agent. 


Starvine  Man:  *'WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMBN'S  UNION. 


329 


C3iicaso,  IIL 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  believe  opportunity  has  preeented 
itself,  and  I  believe  organized  labor 
will  take  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity, and  that  is  for  all  kinds  of 
labor  to  join  hands  for  a  labor  party 
ticket  in  the  field  for  1908.  And  by 
doins  this,  organized  labor  must  take 
an  active  part  in  politics  in  the  com- 
ing election. 

Now,  brothers,  with  organized  labor 
over  two  millions  strong,  why  should 
they  not  have  a  voice  in  making  a 
platform,  and  also  have  a  voice  in 
who  should  stand  on  that  platform? 

We  have  tried  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties  for  years,  and  have 
not  received  any  benefits  from  either 
party,  so  it  is  time  lost  in  voting  for 
them  any  longer.  In  the  Socialist 
party  I  do  not  believe  labor  could 
unite.  I  believe,  with  a  good  labor 
man  in  the  field,  all  organized  labor 
would  unite  on  him.  Organized  labor 
has  struggled  long  and  earnestly  to 
reach  over  two  millions,  and  now  is 
the  time,  I  believe,  for  them  to  come 
out  in  the  open  and  place  a  labor 
ticket  in  the  field,  and  work  for  that 
ticket  the  same  as  you  would  in  a 
strike  if  your  employer  would  reduce 
your  wages. 

Now,  let  us  throw  away  all  our  petty 
differences  and  let  all  labor  unite  as 
one  man  and  vote  and  work  together. 
I  should  like  to  hear  from  some  of  the 
other  brothers  on  this  subject. 

I  am  writing  this  letter  on  the  birth- 
day of  a  man,  who,  if  living,  and  was 
President  of  the  United  States,  there 
would  be  no  use  for  a  labor  ticket  in 
the  field,  for  I  believe  he  would  give 
justice  to  all.  I  mean  Abraham  Lin- 
coln.   I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Lincoln  Lazeab. 


Oakland,  Cal. 

EniTOB  Switchmen's  Jour.nal: 

1  ne  boys  of  Golden  Gate  Lodge  No. 
158  recently  gave  a  banquet  to  the 
wives,  sisters  and  daughters  of  our 
members  for  the  purpose  of  building 
up  the  membership  of  our  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary. 

The  ladies  usually  do  all  of  the  hard 
and  necessary  work,  but  in  this  in- 
stance the  committee  insisted  that  our 


honored  guests  should  do  nothing  what- 
ever. Bro.  J.  P.  Ayers  acted  as  chef  de 
cuisene  and  was  assisted  by  Bro.  J. 
Keefe,  better  known  as  "Blue  Eyes," 
and  by  Bro.  J.  Robson.  Bro.  James  Col- 
lins, who  is  a  baker  by  trade,  did  the 
pastry  act  by  producing  some  of  the 
famous  World's  Fair  cakes  that  were 
pronounced  by  our  guests  to  be  deli- 
cious. Our  worthy  president,  E.  N. 
Holladay,  gave  an  address  of  welcome 
that  was  highly  appreciated.  He  then 
introduced  Mrs.  S.  Roberts,  who  gave  a 
very  able  and  intelligent  talk  on  the 
objects  and  benefits  of  the  Ladies'  Aux- 
iliary; and  the  ladies  had  ample  op- 
portunity to  talk  it  over  during  the 
dancing  and  other  festivities  that  fol- 
lowed. Bro.  A.  W.  Blasier  led  the 
grand  march  and  Bro.  Alvers  filled  the 
position  of  floor  manager  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all. 

Prizes  were  awarded  to  the  best  gen- 
tleman dancer  as  follows:  Polka,  to 
Bro.  Curley  Gisbert;  waltz,  to  Bro.  Jas. 
Murphy;  two-step,  to  Bro.  B.  C.  Merrill, 
familiarly  known  as  "The  Philosopher." 
The  affair  was  an  entire  success  in 
every  respect  and  might  be  carried  out 
in  other  lodges  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Ladies*  Auxiliary. 

In  conclusion  I  would  advise  all 
switchmen  to  avoid  the  far  West  if 
they  are  seeking  employment,  for  the 
very  bottom  has  dropped  out  of  our  re- 
cent "unparalelled  prosperity,"  and  the 
length  of  the  extra  list  at  all  central 
points  is  something  appalling. 

Magazine  Agent. 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

EiDiTOR  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  you  have  never  received  any  cor- 
respondence from  me,  I  will  endeavor 
to  contribute  to  the  columns  of  the 
pink  book  a  few  lines  in  behalf  of 
Lodge  No.  152. 

Allow  me  to  inform  you  that  our 
lodge  is  all  right  at  this  writing  and  is 
going  along  nice  and  easy.  The  mem- 
bers are  all  congenfal  and  work  to- 
gether. We  have  a  good  attendance  at 
our  meetings  and  hope  when  the 
weathpr  gets  warmer  that  there  will  be 
even  better  attendance  than  now. 
Lodge  No.  152  has  fourteen  members 
all  in  good  standing  and  now  we  are 
looking  forward  to  twenty,  which  we 
hope  to  have  before  long. 
We  had  a  very  good  attendance  at 
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our  last  meeting  on  Jan.  28th,  when  we 
installed  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  following  brothers  were  installed 
in  office:  William  Ryan,  president; 
Dennis  Welch,  vice-president;  Stephen 
Sharp,  treasurer;  John  Lynch,  chap- 
lain; James  Welch,  guard;  Michael 
Doyle,  conductor';  Michael  Dunn,  re- 
cording secretary.  Bro.  Bert  CJorlen 
was  elected  as  our  grievance  commit- 
teeman. 

At  our  last  meeting  the  brothers  of 
No.  152  were  favored  with  a  visit  from 
Bro.  D.  A.  Harshbarger  of  Buffalo. 
Bro.  Harshbarger  had  a  good  brotherly 
heart  to  heart  talk  with  us  which  we 
appreciated  very  much.  We  certainly 
welcome  Bro.  Harshbarger  at  all  times 
and  earnestly  hope  he  will  pay  us  an- 
other visit  in  the  near  future. 

Our  last  annual  ball  which  was  held 
Jan.  24th  was  a  howling  success,  both 
socially  and  financially.  Everything 
went  off  smoothly  and  everyone  went 
home  in  the  wee  sma'  hours  of  the 
morning,  much  satisfied  with  their  eve- 
ning's enjoyment 

Bro.  Fahey  was  the  busiest  man  on 
the  grounds.  He  took  note  of  every- 
thing that  happened.  Steve  Sharp, 
treasurer,  was  keenly  watched  all  eve- 
ing  to  see  he  didn't  get  away  with  the 
long  green. 

Al.  Richardson  run  the  cage  and  did 
good  work.  He  never  lost  a  hatpin  or 
a  bird  and  is  worthy  of  our  utmost  ap- 
preciation. 

Officer  (Bro.  Ryan)  did  gallant  work 
in  keeping  order  among  the  lemonade 
bunch. 

Tommy  Riley  made  a  good  hit  in  the 
"Buffalo  Glide." 

Johnny  Lynch  and  Jimmie  Welch 
tended  door  and  neither  one  has 
worked  since.  They  don't  have  to. 
They  sold  tickets. 

You  ought  to  have  seen  "Paddy"  and 
"Skip"  throwing  themselves  in  the 
dance  hall.  They  were  O.  K.  They 
had  a  bill  for  every  switch  they  took, 
and  there  was  (no  bills)  about  it. 
They  were  all  to  the  mustard. 

Dickie  Felenstein  was  on  the  job  and 
was  busy  every  minute. 

Bro.  Quirk  of  East  Syracuse  was 
there  and  certainly  enjoyed  himself. 
"Leave  it  to  him." 

Micky  Dunn  was  there  dressed  up. 
He  and  Tony  Grafft  were  busy  all  eve- 
ning down  stairs  securing  the  hall  for 
the  next  annual  ball. 


Finally  Tony  closed  the  hall  and  the 
bunch  got  home  and  then  the  dance 
was  a  thing  of  the  past,  but  it  will  be 
one  of  pleasant  memory  for  Lodge  No. 
152,  for  we  proved  that  there  were 
nothing  but  ladies  and  gentlemen  at 
the  dance. 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  this  is  all  for  the 
present,  this  being  my  maiden  effort 
in  composing  a  letter  for  publication. 

Hoping  you  will  give  this  space  in 
the  March  issue  of  the  Switchmen's 
JouBNAL,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.  J.  DuNx. 


Lehighton,  Penn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  month  after  month  rolls  by  and 
nothing  is  seen  or  heard  of  No.  102  in 
our  Journal,  I  will  try  and  have  our- 
selves put  down  as  still  in  existence. 

Business  on  this  end  of  the  L.  V.  Di- 
vision is  not  very  brisk,  as  several  en- 
gines are  only  working  four  days  per 
week,  and  on  several  engines  they  have 
taken  a  man  off.  But  on  our  far- 
renowned  sleigh-ride  or  staking  en- 
gine, where  they  pay  the  large  sum  of 
20c  per  hour  for  both  day  and  night, 
they  have  suspended  ten  men  of  the 
night  crew  and  five  from  the  day  crew. 
But  it  seems  that  dull  times  have  put  a 
little  more  life  into  the  brothers,  as 
there  has  been  quite  an  increase  in 
lodge  attendance,  and  all  are  in  hopes 
that  times  do  not  become  so  slack  that 
we  will  be  unable  to  keep  up  our  lodge 
dues. 

When  business  again  picks  up  at  this 
point  we  will  enlarge  our  membership 
with  about  twenty-five  men,  as  we  have 
promises  of  nearly  that  many  now  and 
are  still  working  for  more. 

Bro.  Robt.  G.  Man,  better  known  as 
"Finnegan  Man,"  has  been  laid  up  with 
rheumatism  all  winter,  but  last  reports 
are  that  Bro.  Finnegan  expects  to  be 
hot-footing  it  again  before  long. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.,  I  will 
close.         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

RoBT.  H.  Plyte. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 
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Cadillac,  Mich. 

Sdit<»  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

As  I  have  looked  In  vain  for  a  letter 
from  No.  98  for  the  last  few  months, 
I  will  try  to  let  the  rest  of  the  lodges 
know  how  things  are  up  in  this  little 
old  bnrg. 

Well,  brothers,  things  are  not  very 
promising  here  at  present,  as  the 
superintendent  got  out  his  ax  and  de- 
cided to  chop  off  an  engine,  but  after  a 
day  spent  with  Bro.  J.  Murphy,  decided 
to  put  one  engine  on  a  nine-hour  shift, 
the  other  three  on  eight-hour  shifts, 
thereby  keeping  all  hands  working. 
All  the  S.  U.  men  here  are  working 
short  hours.  I  do  hope  business  picks 
up  in  the  near  future,  so  we  can  get 
what  is  really  coming  to  us. 

We  had  a  very  severe  snow  storm 
here  for  three  days  and  nights,  tying 
things  up  very  badly  and  making  it  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous  for  the  footboard 
men.  But  whoever  saw  a  switchman 
shirk  when  duty  called  him?  I  think 
if  some  of  the  Moguls  were  hitting  the 
board,  or  going  high  on  them  a  few  of 
those  fierce  nights,  they  would  realise 
what  a  switchman  is  up  against  more 
than  they  do  now. 

Brothers,  wake  up  and  go  to  lodge. 
Take  an  interest  in  what  is  going  on 
and  in  each  other.  That  is  what  you 
are  organized  for.  Cut  out  this  rag 
chewing  and  stand  pat  with  the  order 
and  each  other.  You  can  not  accom- 
plish much  by  pulling  different  ways. 
Pull  together  and  don't  be  ready  to 
kick  a  man  when  he  is  down.  Pick 
him  up  and  make  a  man  out  of  him. 
Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
others  do  unto  you.  This  is  a  good  rule 
to  go  by,  and  if  properly  lived  up  to 
will  accomplish  much.  I  hope  things 
will  pick  up  soon  so  Bro.  Hawley  and 
his  BtaSt  can  get  another  swing  at  the 
general  managers.  We  have  good  men 
at  our  head,  men  of  brains  and  prin- 
ciple, and  men  who  deserve  the  utmost 
credit  for  what  they  have  already  done 
for  the  organization.  So  get  into  har- 
ness, brothers,  and  show  them  you  are 
willing  to  assist  them  by  pulling  hard 
and  steady. 

Now,  brothers,  if  some  of  you  edu- 
cated ones  will  utilize  a  little  of  your 
spare  time  and  write  a  few  lines  to  the 
JouBKAL,  it  would  look  better  for  No. 
98.  Really,  you  ought  to  be  ashamed 
to  sit  back  in  a  stupor  and  not  show 


your  appreciation  of  your  order  by  tak- 
ing five  minutes  to  write  a  letter. 

Well,  brothers,  I  must  cut  off  and  let 
her  go  to  the  house,  as  I  am  through. 
So,  thanking  you  for  your  time  Bro. 
Cassidy,  and  hoping  this  misses  the 
wastebasket,  I  will  close. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Dutch. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen^s  Journal: 

As  my  last  letter  did  not  find  the 
wastebasket,  I  will  try  again  to  donate 
a  few  lines  to  our  pink  book. 

Our  annual  ball  has  come  and  gone 
and,  of  course,  it  was  a  success,  but  not 
as  much  of  a  success  as  I  thought  it 
was  going  to  be,  for  some  of  our 
worthy  brothers  thought  that  the  tick- 
ets that  were  given  to  them  to  sell 
were  only  loaned  to  them  to  look  at 
and  return  them  to  our  dance  commit- 
tee after  the  ball  was  over.  But  we 
will  clear  between  $250  and  $300  Just 
the  same,  and  the  management  of  the 
Masonic  Temple  tbld  us  that  we  were 
complimented  for  the  fine  time  we  had, 
so  that  looks  good  and  sounds  the  same 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  switch- 
ers. 

I  think  it  would  do  our  Journal 
agent  some  good  to  read  the  letter  that 
"Shorty"  from  Lodge  No.  37  wrote  and 
govern  himself  accordingly.  Wake  up. 
Journal  agent,  come  out  of  that  Rip 
VanWinkle  sleep  of  yours  and  let  us 
hear  from  you.  Why,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  Minneapolis  ladies  writing  once 
in  a  while.  No.  30*8  members  that  are 
out  of  town  could  not  tell  by  looking 
at  the  correspondence  in  our  pink  book 
that  No.  30  is  still  in  existence.  But  I 
am  here  to  tell  you  that  we  are  still 
doing  business,  taking  in  new  members 
every  meeting,  even  if  business  is  on 
the  bum  around  the  yards  here.  If 
some  of  you  good  worthy  brothers  In 
the  N.  P.  would  try  and  get  Bro.  Ck)rn 
Cobb  up  to  meeting  once  In  a  while  he 
would  probably  come  out  of  his  retire- 
ment and  write  to  our  Joural  again. 
He  is  a  good  writer  and  has  time  to  do 
it,  too.  So  come  out  of  it,  Cobble,  and 
let's  hear  from  you  again. 

Oh,  yes,  brothers,  I  want  to  tell  you 
to  be  sure  and  get  one  of  the  quarterly 
bulletin  pamphlets  telling  you  where 
you  can  buy  everything  that  has  the 
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union  label  on  it.  It  was  through  that 
book  that  our  groceryman  is  handling 
union-made  flour,  and  if  the  "Best  of 
All*  brand  of  flour  don't  make  good 
bread,  I  know  what  I  get,  and  in  re- 
turn Bro.  Cassidy  will  have  to  stand 
what  he  gets  from  the  women,  as  it 
was  through  his  praise  for  "Best  of 
All"  flour  that  my  wife  insisted  on  olir 
grocer  handling  it 

Hoping  this  will  reach  all  brothers  in 
as  good  health  as  it  leaves  me,  I  will 
pull  into  clear  and  go  into  the  hay. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

SiLVEBTOP. 


Oakland,  Cal. 

Editor  Swtichmen's  Journal: 

Well,  things  look  bright  for  this  year, 
we  are  taking  in  new  members  every 
meeting  and  some  good  material  to 
work  on. 

Business  pretty  dull  and  I  told  our 
Journal  agent.  Bro.  Symms,  to  put  a 
notice  in  the  Joub.xal  to  keep  switch- 
men away  from  the  coast  and  not  let 
those  employment  agencies  send  them 
out  here,  for  there  is  no  work  here  for 
the  men  we  have,  so  you  can  see  how 
things  stand. 

So  you  see  we  can  save  a  man  a  long 
ride  for  nothing.  All  we  have  here  is 
plenty  of  sunshine  and  a  good  climate, 
but  you  can't  live  on  that 

Wishing  you  and  all  the  olBce  force 
success,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
E.  N.  Holladay, 
President  No.  158. 


Odweifi,  la. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  any- 
thing appeared  in  the  Journal  from 
Lodge  No.  84. 

To  show  you  we  are  still  alive  and  do- 
ing business,  I  quote  the  following 
from  the  Oelwein  Register,  which  de- 
scribes a  very  successful  ball  given  by 
us  Monday  evening,  Feb.  10th: 

"Maple  Leaf  Lodge  No.  84  of  the 
Switchmen,  gave  a  swell  ball  Monday 
evening  that  was  a  success  in  every 
way.  Bills'  orchestra  furnished  the  in- 
spiration and  everything  went  as  merry 
as  a  marriage  bell.  One  hundred  twen- 
ty-five   numbers    were    sold    so    there 


were  enough  on  the  floor  of  Ridler*8 
Hall  to  make  it  sociable. 

You  know  that  the  Switchmen  never 
do  things  by  halves.  When  they  get  up 
a  function  of  this  kind  they  make 
things  go  some.  They  won't  allow  any 
wall  flowers,  but  see  to  it  that  everyone 
is  introduced  to  somebody  else  and  has 
a  good  time.  An  employe  of  the 
Register  was  in  attendance  and  in- 
forms the  writer  that  there  wasn't  a 
stale  minute  from  the  opening  selec- 
tion of  the  orchestra  till  "Home  Sweet 
Home"  intimated  that  it  was  over. 
And  so  another  terpsichorean  function 
of  the  Switchmen  of  Maple  Leaf  Lodge 
goes  down  into  history  as  one  that  sets 
the  pace  for  others," 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  A.  H. 


Waukegan,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  so  long  ago  since  Little 
Fort  Lodge  No.  64  of  the  Switchmen's* 
Union  of  North  America  has  had  a 
write  up  in  the  Journal  that  the 
brothers  and  sisters  may  think  we 
have  given  up.  But  I  should  say  not 
We  had  a  grand  time  at  our  installa- 
tion of  officers,  nearly  every  brother 
and  his  wife  or  sweetheart  being  pres- 
ent EiVen  the  young  switchmen  to  be 
were  there.  Cards  were  played;  ten 
tables  full  all  the  time  ana  people  who 
did  not  play  had  a  good  social  chat 
with  one  another.  After  the  cards  we 
all  loosened  up  to  a  good  hot  bowl  of 
Java  and  sandwich  and  cake. 

J.  B.  Spellman  was  right  at  the  range 
with  the  coffee,  while  Bros.  R.  Drew 
and  J.  Malloy  and  President  Dar- 
row  donned  the  white  aprons  and 
served  the  ladies  in  an  up-to-date 
style.  Tables  were  cleared  away  then 
and  a  good  old  fashioned  Jig  danced 
by  Bro.  D.  L.  Donahue,  and  Dave  has 
not  forgotten  how  either.  Waltzing 
and  some  good  old-time  quadrilles  were 
danced  to  the  music  of  Bros.  Humphry 
and  Spellman.  President  Darrow's 
wife  also  assisted  at  the  piano.  A 
jolly  good  time  was  had  up  to  11.30  p. 
m.,  and  then  we  adjourned  as  the  next 
day  was  a  day  of  labor.  I  want  to  say 
that  when  you  see  Little  Fort  Lodge 
No.  64  in  a  bunch  they  take  up  quite  a 
little  space,  and  we  still  have  our  eye 
on  about  three  more  candidates  who 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


388 


will  probably  be  initiated  at  our  next 
meeting. 

Hoping  these  few  lines  will  find  their 
way  in  the  littie  pink  book  instead  of 
the  wastebasket,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  B.  Spellman. 


The  Lonely  Little  Pellows. 

The  lonely   little   fellow   sits   among 

his  idle  toys 
And  finds  no  charm  a^ut  what  once 

he  thought  his  greatest  joys; 
He  does  not  run  and  laugh  and  play; 

he  will  but  sit  and  wait 
And  listen  for  a  footfall  or  the  rattle 

of  the  gate, 
And  watch  to  see  somebody  coming 

through  the  open  door — 
Somebody  who  will  clasp  him  and  will 

sing  to  him  no  more. 

He  is  too  young,  they  tell  us,  far  too 
young  to  know  at  all 

The  truth  about  the  sorrow  that  the 
hand  of  fate  let  fall — 

And  yet  he  sits  and  watches  with  his 
hope  told  in  his  eyes 

And  oft  with  lips  a-quiver  he  will  stifle 
little   sighs; 

He  gazes  from  the  window  in  the  sun- 
shine and  the  rain 

And  none  of  us  may  fathom  how  his 
heart  is  wrung  with  pain. 

And  nights  he  bravely  clambers  in  his 

little  bed  alone 
And  whispers  little  prayers  that  his 

trusting  soul  has  known 
Since    first    he    lisped    them    slowly, 

kneeling  at  somebod3r's  knee — 
And  should  we  tiptoe  lightly  to  his 

bedside  we  should  see 
Dim  tear  stains  on  his  eyelids,   for, 

the  same  as  you  or  I 
The  little  boy  has  stumbled  on  the 

barring  question  **Why?" 

He  can  not  understand   it?     Ah.  we 

try  hard  to  believe 
That   lonely   little   fellows  know   not 

what  it  is  to  grieve. 
But  they  waken  in  the  morning  and 

they  look  about  to  find 
The  arms  that  once  would  hold  them 

in  embraces  warm  and  kind« 
And  they,  too,  have  their  sorrow,  and 

they  dumbly  hold  and  keep 
A  memory  that  mocks  them  of  the 

grief  that  will  not  sleep. 


The    lonely    little    fellows!     Do    you 

know  of  one  somewhere? 
Then  go  take  him  up  and  soothe  him 

while    you    smooth    his    sunny 

hair, 
And  sing  to  him  and  whisper  little 

stories  all  the  while 
Until  his  eyes  are  laughing  and  his 

lips  will  wear  a  smile. 
For  life  is  scant  of  gladness,  and  the 

shadows  dull  the  day 
When  the  lonely  little  fellows  do  not 

sing  and  laugh  and  play. 

— W.  D.  N€8hit,  in  8t.  Louis  Republic. 


Vacation  for  John  Mitchell. 

After  April  Ist,  when  he  retires 
from  the  head  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  President  John 
Mitchell  will  be  given  a  vacation  of 
six  months  on  full  salary  and  all  ex- 
penses will  be  paid  by  the  organiza- 
tion. A  resolution  to  this  effect  was 
presented  at  the  convention  January 
28th  and  was  unanimously  adopted. 
It  also  provided  that  the  executive 
board  be  given  power  to  prolong  Presi- 
dent Mitchell's  vacation  if  he  sees  fit. 
Mitchell  expressed  his  great  apprecia- 
tion. 


A  workingman  who  conspires  to 
keep  his  money  and  that  of  his  friends 
away  from  a  certain  firm  is  only  de- 
priving the  firm  of  parts  of  its  profits. 
Whereas,  when  a  body  of  manufactur- 
ers get  together  to  blacklist  a  work- 
ingman, they  conspire  to  deprive  him 
of  a  living  and  to  make  him  a  crim- 
inal. The  manufacturer  who  helps  to 
get  up  a  blacklist  of  workingmen  talks 
like  a  fool  when  he  asks  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  prevent  workingmen  getting  up 
a  blacklist  of  manufacturers.  And  the 
manufacturer  who  unites  in  an  asso- 
ciation to  blacklist  and  boycott  all 
labor  unions  talks  very  much  like  a 
fool  and  cry-baby  to  boot  when  he  tries 
to  prevent  workingmen  from  boycot- 
ting him.—Nev)  York  Journal, 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 
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WILL  YOU  fIGHT? 

By  Robert  Huntkb. 

Gompers,  do  you  mean  to  fight? 

If  you  do.  I  believe  there  are  several  milUona  of  people  in  this 
country  willing  to  fight  with  you. 

The  Socialists  have  been  maintaining  for  many  years  that  work- 
ingmen  should  be  in  politics.  They  have  said  that  this  is  a  class 
government,  and  that  little  by  little  the  producers  of  this  land  were 
being  deprived  of  every  vestige  of  their  liberties. 

Sincere  and  honest  fighters  in  the  trade  unions  have  maintained 
that  the  unions  alone  were  powerful  enough  to  meet  the  aggressions 
of  capital. 

Today  union  men  lie  in  Jail  for  fighting  for  the  rights  of  labor. 

Today  several  million  men  are  unemployed. 

Today  fifteen  million  people  in  this  fabulously  rich  country  are 
face  to  face  with  starvation. 

Judge-made  law  ties  the  workers  hand  and  foot,  and  crushes  them 
into  a  shameful,  ignoble  submission. 

The  politician  comes  to  you  and  says,  "What  laws  do  you  want?" 

And  the  laws  are  passed. 

For  a  moment  labor  seems  victorious,  but  the  laws  are  hardly 
printed  before  a  thousand  servile  Judges  annul  the  work  of  the  legis- 
latures. 

Tour  papers  are  censored.  Tour  mouth  is  closed.  Tou  cannot 
picket  The  funds  of  your  unions  are  being  made  the  prey  of  your 
enemies. 

Within  the  last  few  days  labor  has  begun  to  awaken  to  what  So- 
cialists have  been  saying  these  many  years. 

There  is  something  else  needed  besides  unions,  and  that  is  that 
labor  shall  go  to  the  polls  as  one  man  demanding  its  rights  and  the 
restoration  of  its  liberties  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

We  are  in  the  face  of  a  Presidential  election.  Are  you  prepared 
to  fight,  Mr.  Gompers?  Are  you  prepared  to  say  to  every  worker  In 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  Socialists  and  unionists 
should  stand  together  and  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  coming 
elections? 
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FIGHT  FOR  LIBERTY. 

Bt  Robebt  Hunteb. 


My  union  friends,  you  have  not  one  scrap  of  manhood  left  if 
you  quietly  submit  to  the  Judicial  efforts  now  being  made  to  deprive 
you  of  every  liberty. 

It  is  no  longer  a  case  of  a  fev^  wretched  miners  in  Colorado. 
Byery  workingman  from  coast  to  coast  is  now  up  againet  the 
real  thing.  Z 

Tour  unemployed  and  starving  brothers  are  clubbed  in  Chicago,      2 
branded  as  criminals  in  Los  Angeles,  and  deprived  of  the  right  to 
come  forth  Into  the  streets  to  say,  "Our  children  starve!"  X 

Union  men  are  being  arrested.     Injunctions  are  being  used  like     ^  ^ 
cudgels  to  beat  you  into  insensibility.    Union  funds  are  being  placed     ^ 
at  the  mercy  of  every  predatory  employer. 
X  The  great  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Law  has  at  last  got  into  action— 

^      not  against  the  trusts,  but  against  you.  . 

Tour  employers  can  blacklist  you  and  force  your  militant  brother     i  ^ 
4 1      to  tramp  from  town  to  town  in  search  of  work,  only  to  find  that  the      ^ 
X      employers  are  combining  to  see  that  he  slowly  starves  to  death. 
The  constitution  guarantees  the  right  of  free  speech. 
What  is  picketing  but  the  right  of  free  s];>eech?    To  persuade  your 
brother  wOTkman  not  to  take  the  food  out  of  the  mouths  of  your  fam- 
ilies? 4; 
1|             What  is  the  boycott  but  the  right  to  express  to  your  friends  the      ^ 

injustloe  inflicted  upon  you  by  an  unfriendly  employer? 
^  The  constitution  declares  that  you  have  these  rights.  ^ 


4             A  thousand  little  corporation-owned    czars    are    annulling   these  f» 
Tights, 

If  there  is  a  scrap  of  manhood  left  among  the  workers  they  will  ^^ 

see  that  these  decisions  do  not  stand.    In  every  city,  town  and  hamlet  i  f 

there  should  be  mass  meetings  of  Socialists  and  trade  unionists  to  H 

fight  together  against  the  common  enemy.  ^  [ 

Working-class  solidarity  saved  Haywood.  ^^ 

If  every  man  that  loves  liberty  Joins  with  every,  other  man  who  il 

loves  liberty,  they  will  send  up  a  protest  to  the  powers  that  be  that  4  [ 

will  fill  this  land  with  consternation.  ^  ^ 
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Denver,  CoL 

E«DiTOB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Greetings  to  one  and  all  of  tlie  loyal 
S.  U.  boys,  and  may  success  crown 
your  every  effort 

Althou^  things  look  dark  at  pres- 
ent we  must  not  despair,  but  remember 
there  is  a  most  merciful  Father  over 
all,  who  does  all  things  well,  and  that 
He  will  not  desert  us  In  our  need.  If 
we  only  have  faith  in  Him.  Remem- 
ber, the  darker  the  night  the  brighter 
the  day.  As  I  pick  up  different  union 
Journals  and  notice  their  contents,  I 
can  safely  say,  with  pride,  none  of 
them  are  better  than  ours,  and  few 
its  equal. 

Will  some  one  tell  me  why  the  B.  R. 
T.  Journal  is  forever  trying  to  down  a 
sister  order?  Is  it  because  the  shoe 
pinches  they  holler  so?  I  for  one  do 
not  think  such  articles  as  they  print 
concerning  the  S.  U.  sound  much  like 
unionism,  but  disloyalty  to  unionism. 
Now,  dear  brothers,  I  feel  proud  of 
your  staunchness,  and  firmly  believe 
that  we  will  soon  see  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
flag  waving  over  all  the  yards  in  the 
country.  Just  keep  up  the  good  work, 
brothers,  and  success  will  surely  be 
yours. 

Oh,  by  the  way,  who  said  No.  35  was 
dead?  Was  it  some  one  out  of  the 
State  of  Colorado?  Now,  if  anyone 
ever  had  such  an  idea  they  should 
have  attended  our  ball  on  January  23d. 
We  had  the  largest  and  swellest  hall 
in  Denver,  and  the  crowd  was  so  large 
you  could  not  find  standing  room;  four 
hundred  couples  in  the  grand  march 
was  going  some,  at  one  dollar  a  couple. 
Does  that  look  like  we  are  dead?  I 
guess  not!  We  made  more  money  than 
four  or  five  other  lodges  did  together 
with  their  auxiliaries  combined.  Hur- 
rah for  No.  35,  and  our  dance  commit- 
tee! I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
brothers  from  several  different  points. 
There  were  Bro.  Jenks  and  lady  and 
Bro.  Graham  and  lady  of  Kansas  City, 
whom  I  was  very    much    pleased    to 


meet.  I  also  met  brothers  from  St 
Paul  and  Pueblo  and  the  Springs, 
whose  names  I  cannot  recall.  It  cer- 
tainly was  a  treat  to  see  the  happy 
f^u^es  of  so  many,  and  the  good-nature 
shown  in  such  a  crowd — everyone  was 
trying  to  make  it  pleasant  for  his 
friends.  And  by  the  success  of  it  No. 
35  is  about  five  hundred  dollars  ahead. 
Does  that  make  you  weak-kneed  fel- 
lows sit  up  and  take  notice?  And 
what  would  have  been  the  results  if 
the  panic  had  not  been  here?  Next 
year  we  will  have  to  rent  an  overflow 
hall  If  the  S.  U.  keeps  growing  in  popu- 
larity.   Let  the  good  work  go  on. 

Now,  don't  frown,  brothers,  at  this, 
but  don't  you  think  we  should  have  a 
L.  A.  to  No.  35?  Now,  don't  every 
brother  speak  at  once.  I  would  like 
to  know  how  you  feel  on  that  subject. 

Well,  the  country  is  passing  through 
a  dark  time,  and,  brothers,  let  me  ask 
you  more  fortunate  ones,  why  not 
divide  your  time  up  a  little?  Give  the 
extra  men  a  chance,  and  by  doing  this 
It  will  help  keep  your  members  to- 
gether. Deny  yourselves  a  little  so 
the  extra  men  can  live,  and  keep  up 
their  dues.  That  is  what  I  call  broth- 
erly love  in  action,  not  words.  I  think 
we  are  all  more  or  less  selfish,  and  for- 
get that  we  were  once  in  their  places. 
I  do  not  think  this  will  last  long, 
something  will  be  done.  I  understand 
business  Is  brightening  up  in  the  Bast 
Factories  are  starting  up;  that  means 
railroad  work  will  also  Improve. 
These  trials  are  for  our  good,  they 
make  us  more  thoughtful,  and  bind  us 
closer  together.  So  cheer  up;  when 
the  clouds  go  drifting  by  we  will  all 
be  better  men  and  women,  for  let  me 
tell  you  it  is  the  women  on  whom  the 
cares  fall  the  hardest,  and  they  are 
the  ones  that  never  cry  quits.  We  are 
made  to  suffer  and  endure  in  silence, 
while  the  men  get  out  and  look  for 
work,  we  stay  at  home  planning  and 
hoping,  but  never  giving  up. 

Well,  this  is  a  long  letter,  but  as  I 
have  not  written  for  s<Mne  time  I  had 
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so  much  to  say  to  the  S.  U.  lads  at 
large,  as  well  as  those  at  home,  that 
the  editor  must  excuse  me.  I  will 
turn  down  the  light  for  dear  old  No. 
35  and  all  her  members. 

I  am  a  well-wisher, 

Mbs.  Katie  Frederick. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Bditob  Switohmsn's  Journal: 

As  it  has  been  a  long  time  since 
there  has  been  a  letter  from  B^imlture 
City  Lodge  No.  12,  I  will  let  you  all 
know  we  are  getting  along  fine.  We 
held  election  of  officers  Dec.  12th  and  a 
joint  Installation  with  Union  Lodge  No. 
80,  and  the  ladies  did  fine.  All  mem- 
bers of  No.  12  were  dressed  in  white. 
We  installed  the  following  officers: 

Past  Mistress— Mrs.  Orpha  Roller. 

Mistress — Mrs.  Parazade  Wieden. 

Vice-Mistress — Mrs.  Bessie  Williams. 

Secretary — Mrs.  Margt  Danenberg. 

Chaplain — Mrs.  Angla  Johnson. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  Catherine  Woods. 

Conductress — Mrs.   Cjrntha   Bkiinger. 

Guard — Mrs.  Sarah  Scoinelle. 

Board  of  Directors — Mrs.  Minnie 
Snell,  Mrs.  Orpha  Roller,  Mrs.  Carrie 
GillinnaiL 

First  Vice-Grand  Mistress  Mrs.  Par- 
aiade  Wieden  was  our  installing  offi- 
cer. First  Vice-Grand  Mistress  then 
presented  our  retiring  Mistress,  Mrs. 
Orpha  Roller,  with  a  beautiful  linen 
center  piece  as  a  token  of  appreciation 
of  the  lodge  for  her  good  work  during 
the  past  three  years.  She  was  surprised 
but  responded  in  a  few  well-chosen 
words. 

Then  the  brothers  took  the  floor  and 
the  way  they  put  the  officers  through 
you  could  tell  they  had  had  a  good  sup- 
per and  they  all  had  something  nice  to 
say. 

We  are  taking  In  new  members  at 
almost  every  meeting.  We  have  room 
for  more  and  hope  we  will  soon  have 
all  the  switchmen's  wives,  sisters  and 
daughters.  I  hope  in  time  we  will 
have  all  who  are  eligible,  as  we  want 
to  make  the  S.  U.  Auxiliary  a  grand 
success. 

Be  to  others  faults  a  little  blind. 

And  to  their  virtues  ever  kind. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Dannie. 


Los  Angeles,  CmU 

Editor  Switcumkn's  Journal: 

As  there  has  been  nothing  from 
Poppy  Lodge  No.  25  for  several  months 
in  the  JoDBNAL.  I  will  try  to  write  a 
short  letter  to  let  our  brothers  and  sis- 
ters know  how  nicely  we  are  progress- 
ing, and  as  I  have  been  appointed 
Journal  agent,  you  will  probably  hear 
from  us  more  regularly,  at  least  for  the 
next  six  months. 

As  no  letter  has  been  written  since 
our  installation  of  officers,  we  will 
mention  It  now.  Our  new  officers  are 
as  follows:  Mistress,  Susan  Sesrmour; 
past-mistress,  Lula  May  hew;  vice-mis- 
tress, Julia  McGlll ;  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, Kate  King;  conductress,  Amelia 
Mclnnls;  chaplain,  Margery  Cham- 
pain;  guard,  Mabel  Bally;  board  of  di- 
rectors, Anna  Hamilton,  Margaret 
Schmit  and  Myrtle  Seaman. 

Our  lodge  is  growing  very  nicely. 
We  took  in  two  candidates  last  meeting 
night  and  one  the  last  meeting  in 
January,  and  we  have  two  applications 
in  for  next  time,  and  we  hope  our  lodge 
will  continue  to  climb  the  ladder  to  suc- 
cess. 

Our  afternoon  socials  are  always  en- 
joyed by  all  and  at  these  meetings  we 
have  made  a  beautiful  leather  postcard 
pillow  which  we  are  disposing  of,  and 
we  hope  to  realize  fifty  dollars  from  it 
for  our  treasury. 

The  brothers  gave  a  smoker  last 
meeting  night  and,  of  course,  the  ladies 
had  to  Join  in,  and  we  certainly  en- 
joyed ourselves  in  dancing,  music,  sing- 
ing and  a  Dutch  lunch. 

The  brothers  are  making  prepara- 
tions for  thfeir  annual  ball,  which  we 
are  looking  forward  to  with  great  an- 
ticipation. 

We  are  very  glad  to  state  we  have  no 
sisters  sick,  which  is  always  good 
news. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
and  L.  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Mabel  Baily. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 

to  do  who  is  out  of  work 
in  a  financial  crisis  and  is 
starving;*" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:    "GOD 
KNOWS!" 
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Youngstown*  O. 

Hello,  every  one! 

After  a  long  silence  I  will  again 
write  a  few  lines  for  our  little  pink 
book. 

There  is  always  a  scramble  when 
our  JoxTBNAL  comes  to  see  who  gets  it 
first,  and  we  always  spend  a  very  in- 
teresting time  reading  the  contents. 

I  notice  some  very  interesting  letters 
from  the  ladies  in  the  Joubital,  and 
from  the  brothers,  too,  but  they  don't 
write  often  enough.  Why  our  dear  old 
Journal  ought  to  be  running  over 
with  letters  considering  the  large  mem- 
bership the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  has.  Oh,  you 
JouBNAL  agents,  you  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  yourselves.  But  perhaps 
you  have  the  same  fever  the  Joubnal 
agent  of  No.  169  has — don't  find  time 
to  write.  Well,  "nuff  said,"  now  to 
business.  No.  169  is  still  on  the  map, 
although  work  is  progressing  very 
slowly.  Never  say  die,  boys,  stick  to 
the  good  old  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  don't 
forget  to  carry  with  you  at  times  a  few 
application  cards  and  see  that  you  put 
them  to  good  use,  so  that  when  meet- 
ing night  comes  the  old  goat  won't  feel 
so  lazy.  Time  is  up,  boys!  Get  to 
work!  How  many  new  members  have 
you  taken  in  this  winter?  Turn  over  a 
new  leaf  and  help  to  make  the  roll  call 
larger,  so  when  meeting  night  comes 
you  won't  have  to  get  a  spyglass  to 
hunt  around  the  lodge  room  to  find 
them. 

I  am  sorry  to  write  the  sad  news  for 
our  lodge  here.  No.  169  has  just  lost 
a  faithful  member.  Bro.  F.  B.  Don- 
aldson was  killed  Jan.  28th  while  at 
work  on  his  train.  He  was  a  very  nice 
young  man,  highly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  dear  mother  and 
father  are  heartbroken  over  this  their 
first  break  in  their  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, he  being  the  only  boy.  The  fam- 
ily have  the  deepest  sympathy  of  all  in 
this  their  saddest  hour.  The  members 
of  No.  169  took  charge  of  the  remains 
and  quite  a  number  from  Lodge  No. 
95  came  down  to  attend  the  funeral. 

How  often  we  hear  the  remark  from 
a  railroader  when  you  ask  him  to  join 
an  order  of  some  kind:  "Me?  Why  I 
am  all  right;  I  don't  need  help  or  pro- 
tection." Boys,  It  will  be  well  for  you 
to  keep  your  dues  paid  up  at  all  tim'es. 
It  is  better  to  deprive  yourselves  of  a 
few  pleasures  in  life  and  keep  your 


dues  paid  and  keep  in  good  standing 
with  your  lodge  in  case  you  are  next  to 
meet  the  fate  of  this  brother  who  has 
gone  from  your  midst  forever,  or,  pep 
haps,  to  be  maimed  or  crippled  for  life. 
Such  accidents  as  this  one  to  our 
brother  of  No.  169  and  thousands  of 
other  ones  who  meet  the  same  sad  fate, 
are  liable  to  befall  the  most  careful  at 
any  time.  It  is  Ood's  will,  you  can  not 
change  your  hour  of  death,  but  you 
can  pay  your  dues.  Those  who  have 
steady  employment  have  no  excuse. 
When  you  are  called  across  the  river 
by  the  Angel  of  Death  there  will  be  no 
time  for  you  to  provide  for  those  de- 
pending on  your  support 

Well,  we  are  here  today  and  gone  to- 
morrow. I  hear  someone  saying,  "There 
is  another  one  with  her  trip-hammer 
tongue  going,"  so  I  will  sidetrack,  or 
else  some  brother  may  think  I  am  quot- 
ing from  the  bible.  Wishing  success  to 
all,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Dalbtmpx.e. 


St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

This  being  my  first  attempt  at 
writing,  I  shall  make  it  "short  and 
sweet,"  but  cheer  up,  as  I  grow  older 
at  the  game  and  more  experienced  my 
letters  may  prove  more  interesting. 

The  sisters  of  Good  Will  Lodge  No. 
24  were  kind  enough  to  elect  me  Jour- 
nal agent,  but  they  didn't  know  what 
they  were  getting  up  against  when  they 
did  so.  However,  I  shall  try  to  do 
Justice  to  my  oflice  and  let  you  hear 
from  us  now  and  then. 

There  may  not  be  so  very  many  of 
us  in  Good  Will  Lodge  No.  24,  but  we 
are  all  a  "Jolly  good"  bunch,  and  we 
all  try  to  make  each  meeting  more  in- 
teresting than  the  last 

Where  were  you.  Sister  Hurley,  at 
our  last  meeting?  I  missed  you,  and 
you  missed  something,  too,  for  I  hear 
the  private  dancing  lessons  given  by 
Sister  Lee  before  meetings  are  simply 
"great."    How  about  it.  Sister  Given? 

At  our  next  regular  meeting,  Febm- 
ary  26th,  we  shall  give  a  card  party, 
and  we  hope  to  have  a  large  number  of 
brothers  and  sisters  present 

We  have  elected  and  installed  for  tlie 
ensuing  year  the  following  officers: 
Mistress,    Clara    L.    Alexander;    past 
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mistress,  Nora  Wright;  y ice-mistress, 
Lettie  Bowe;  secretary,  Bffle  M.  Lee; 
treasurer,  Mary  G.  Cavanaugh;  chap- 
lain, Ehnma  Walsh;  conductress,  Blla 
Hurley;  board  of  directors,  Nora 
Wright,  Bertha  Elliott,  and  Alma  M. 
Cavanaugh.  The  installation  took 
place  in  Columbia  Hall,  January  23d, 
being  a  Joint  installation  with  one  of 
Minneapolis  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

After  the  installation,  which  was 
conducted  by  Grand  Mistress  Barbara 
Stang,  we  had  a  program  of  music, 
etc.,  followed  by  refreshments  and 
dancing.  E^reryone  present  had  the 
best  time  they  had  for  a  long  time. 

Well,  editor,  along  about  this  time 
you  will  be  saying,  "Well,  if  this  is 
what  she  calls  a  short  letter,  Td  hate 
to  get  a  long  one  from  her!" 

This  is  a  short  one,  for  me,  but  if 
you  should  get  one  by  freight  some 
day,  weighing  about  20  ounces,  more 
or  less,  you  won't  need  to  open  it  to 
find  out  who  it  is  from,  but  take  It 
for  granted  that  I  am  the  guilty  party. 

If  this  doesn't  reach  the  waste- 
basket,  I  shall  try  again,  but  shall 
close  now  with  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U. 
and  the  L.  A. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Maby  G.  Cavanaugh. 


East  St.  L»uis. 

Editob  SwrrcHiCEN's  Joubnal: 

A  month  brings  many  changes,  and 
the  past  one  sent  us  a  blow  which  has 
cast  a  shadow  upon  the  members  of 
our  auxiliary.  Death  has  entered  our 
little  circle  and  took  one  of  our  most 
faithful  members.  On  January  19, 
190S,  Sister  Mary  James  was  called  to 
the  Great  Beyond.  We  have  lost  a 
member  who  was  a  true  sister  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  a  good  worker,  one 
you  could  depend  upon  when  called 
upon  to  assist  in  anything  pertaining 
to  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  S.  U. 
May  God  rest  her  soul  in  peace.  And 
to  those  sorrowing  children  let  me 
say:  We  regret  to  lose  one  so  good. 
But  give  her  up  and  rejoice  that  she 
was  so  well  prepared  to  go  to  her 
Maker. 

We  also  have  another  member  very 
sick  at  present.  I  hope  her  case  will 
not  prove  serious,  or  I  am  afraid  we 
will  all  lose  heart  I  trust  that  Sister 
Johnson  will  soon  be  on  the  road  to 
recovery. 


I  wish  that  we  could  Impress  some 
of  the  ladles  that  are  eligible  to  be- 
come members  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  nothing  gained  by  making  applica- 
tion and  then  promising  to  come,  and 
meeting  follows  meeting  but  that 
promise  falls  through.  There  is  no 
trying  ordeal  to  go  through,  that  you 
need  be  frightened  of.  Then  that  old 
excuse,  "we  had  company,"  or  "John 
won't  take  care  of  the  children."  If 
a  neighbor  runs  in  that  evening,  why 
Just  tell  her  to  come  over  tomorrow 
and  tell  you  about  Mrs.  Brown's  new 
furs,  or  how  Mrs.  So-and-so  was 
dressed  at  tHe  matinee  today.  Tell 
her  it  will  keep,  but  that  we  only  hold 
two  meetings  a  month,  and  as  this  is 
one  of  those  particular  nights,  she  will 
have  to  excuse  you. 

Then,  if  it  be  children,  give  the  baby 
a  little  soothing  syrup,  and  put  the 
rest  to  bed.  Tell  John  he  can  smoke 
his  pipe  in  the  parlor  and  put  his  feet 
upon  the  ceiling,  if  he  has  a  mind  to, 
and  I'm  sure  you  will  get  to  meeting. 

So  don't  forget  our  next  meeting 
will  be  Wednesday  evening,  March  4, 
1908.  Hope  to  see  some  new  faces.  I 
am  tiring  of  those  old  ones  (mine 
especially). 

A  quilt-top  was  donated  to  our 
lodge  by  one  of  the  sisters.  We  had 
it  quilted,  and  expect  to  dispose  of  it 
soon.  How  soon,  I  can't  tell,  for  it's  a 
money-making  scheme,  and  as  long  as 
we  can  separate  you  from  ten  cents 
the  disposition  will  be  postponed.  We 
intend  to  give  a  large  entertainment 
that  night.  All  switchmen,  their  wives 
and  daughters  are  Invited,  and  I  can 
assure  you  of  a  good  time  and  a  fine 
musical  program.  So  don't  forget  the 
<*tilt. 

I  am  completely  exhausted,  so  I 
will  have  to  come  to  a  standstill .  for 
this  time.  My  best  wishes  to  all  S.  U. 
and  L.  A.  lodges,  also  my  sympathy  for 
the  editor.    I  remain. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

The  Talkeb. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 
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Chicago,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joxjbwal: 

In  looking  through  the  Joubnal,  I 
note  many  interesting  letters  from  the 
sisters,  hut  it  seems  to  me  they  are 
rather  selfish,  for  apparently  the^r 
think  their  duty  ends  when  they  fulfill 
their  ohligation  to  their  own  circle  and 
friends. 

Sisters,  has  it  ever  occurred  to  you 
that  you  are  in  the  trades  union  move- 
ment,  hy  virtue  of  the  fact  that  you 
are  an  auxiliary  to  one  of  the  staunch- 
est  of  trades  unions?  .Do  you  know 
you  can  do  a  great  good  hy  joining  the 
union  lahel  league  and  assist  in  ad- 
vertising the  union-made  article  by  in- 
sisting on  your  dealer  handling  union- 
made  goods,  and  that  a  union  clerk 
wait  upon  you?  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  a  story  of  a  young  woman  who 
worked  in  one  of  the  department  stores 
in  Chicago.  None  of  them  are  organ- 
ized, but  are  being  patronized  by  the 
wives  of  union  men.  This  young  wo- 
man came  to  Chicago  a  stranger.  She 
was  well  educated  and  willing  to 
work.  She  applied  to  one  of  the  de- 
partment stores  for  a  position  as  a 
clerk,  and  was  successful.  As  a  starter 
she  was  given  $5  per  week.  Out  of 
this  she  spent  the  following:  Ten 
cents  for  breakfast,  five  cents  for 
lunch,  and  fifteen  cents  for  her  dinner. 
Her  meals  cost  her  thirty  cents  a  day 
for  seven  days  (one  week),  making 
$2.10.  She  tramped  the  streets  for 
two  days  and  found  a  room  for  $2.25 
per  week;  car  fare  twice  a  day  for  six 
days  a  week,  sixty  cents,  making  a 
total  of  four  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents,  leaving  for  laundry  and  all  other 
expenses  just  five  cents,  not  enough  to 
buy  an  evening  paper  throughout  the 
week.  There  was  no  talk  about 
clothes,  or  anything  else,  and  where 
were  they  to  come  from?  The  rules 
of  the  store  compelled  her  to  be 
dressed  clean  and  respectable  She 
was  at  her  post  at  8:15  a.  m.  and  out 
at  6  p.  m.,  then  to  drag  herself  to  a 
cheap  cafe  for  a  fifteen-cent  dinner, 
then  up  two  flights  of  stairs  to  a 
scantily  furnished  bedroom,  and  either 
sit  there  and  look  at  the  four  walls  or 
creep  into  bed  and  wish  the  morning 
and  its  distasteful  duties  might  never 
come. 

What  a  life  for  an  Intelligent  girl  to 
live,  and  when  she  found  the  Impos- 


sibility of  living  that  way  on  such  a 
sum,  and  told  the  superintendent  of 
the  store,  he  could  not  understand. 

Sisters,  those  are  the  tbfngs  we 
should  try  to  mftiM  better  by  staying 
away  from  all  stores  that  do  not  handle 
union-made  goods  and  employ  union 
clerks. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  auxiliary,  I  am. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Sally  Waters. 


Speak  a  Good  Word. 

If  you  say  anything  about  a  sister 
or  a  friend,  or  even  a  stranger,  say  no 
ill.  It  is  a  Christian  and  sisterly 
charity  to  suppress  our  knowledge  of 
evil  of  one  another,  unless  our  higher 
public  duty  compels  us  to  bear  accus- 
ing witness.  Discreditable  as  the  fact 
is,  it  is  by  far  the  commonest  tendency 
to  suppress  the  good  we  know  of  our 
sisters  and  friends.  We  act  in  this 
matter  as  though  we  thought  by  push- 
ing our  sisters  down  and  back  we  were 
putting  ourselves  up  and  forward.  We 
are  jealous  of  commendation  unless  we 
get  the  larger  share.  Social  conversa- 
tion, as  known  to  every  observer,  is 
largely  made  up  of  what  is  best  under- 
stood by  the  term  scandal.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  find  a  talkative  group 
who  could  spend  an  evening  or  an  hour 
together  without  evil  speech  of  some- 
body. "Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,'* 
is  not  the  maxim  by  which  we  are 
chiefly  governed  in  our  treatment  of 
personalities.  Better  a  thousand  times 
stand  or  sit  dumb  than  to  open  our  lips 
ever  so  eloquently  in  the  disparage- 
ment of  others.  What  we  should  do  is 
this,  as  in  all  our  human  relations,  to 
practice  the  Golden  Rule.  If  we  do 
unto  others  as  we  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  us,  we  shall  be  exceed- 
ingly careful  not  to  volunteer  ill  words 
about  them.  When  other  than  a  good 
word  is  to  be  spoken,  let  it  be  spoken 
to  the  person  concerned  that  she  may 
know  your  motive  is  not  idle,  coward- 
ly and  sinister,  and  that  she  may  have 
a  chance  to  defend  herself. 

The  maelstrom  attracts  more  notice 
than  the  quiet  fountain.  A  comet 
draws  more  attention  than  the  steady 
star,  but  it  is  better  to  be  the  fountain 
than    the   maelstrom,    and   star    than 
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comet,  following  out  the  spirit  and  or- 
bit of  quiet  usefulness. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

Chubby  of  No.  17. 


Jackson,  Mich. 

Editor  Switcuicen's  Joubnal: 

I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 
writing  a  letter  for  the  pink  book.  I 
had  fully  made  up  my  mind  not  to 
write  this  month,  hut  let  one  of  the 
sisters  of  No.  23  do  a  little  along  this 
line. 

January  31st  the  boys  of  No.  61 
held  their  annual  ball,  whic^  was  a 
grand  success,  but  Humpy  and  the  fat 
girl  were  unable  to  attend  on  account 
of  sickness.  Everyone  reports  a  dandy 
time,  especially  the  old  folks,  who  did 
the  light  fantastic  in  the  square  dance. 

Things  occur  at  our  social  club  that 
deserve  space  in  this  letter.  At  our 
last  meeting  we  were  entertained  at 
playing  state,  and  Sister  Hattie  Lusk 
got  80  hoarse  she  could  holler  no 
longer.  Then  we  all  took  a  stock  of 
spmce  gum,  and  the  one  that  molded 
the  best  horse  received  the  ace-prize, 
which  was  won  by  Zella  Brahm,  who 
said  that  her  greatest  desire  was  to 
take  it  home  and  show  John. 

I  would  advise  the  sister  who  next 
entertains  our  social  club  to  have  light 
refreshments,  something  like  mush 
and  milk,  as  one  sister  has  visited  the 
dentist's  chair  to  such  an  extent  she 
is  unable  to  chew. 

February  29th  the  ladles  of  No.  23 
are  going  to  give  a  dance  and  pedro 
party,  and  an  invitation  is  extended 
to  all  members. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Union  Wife. 


There  was  a  man  in  Atchison 

Whose  trousers  had  rough  patchison; 

He  found  them  great. 

He'd  often  state. 
To  scratch  his  parlor  matchison. 

— Kansas  City  Star. 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVINGr 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWSr 


IN  MCMORIAM. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Feb.  9,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Omaha  Over- 
land Lodge  No.  6  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted: 

Whebbas,  It  has  pleased  Aindghty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  worthy  Bro.  John 
Irvin  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty;  and 

Whereas,  While  we  bow  in  humble 
submission  to  His  will,  we  cannot  but 
feel  the  loss  of  our  worthy  brother; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sym- 
pathies to  his  family  in  this  their  hour 
of  distress,  and  may  Ood  comfort  them 
in  their  hour  of  trouble;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  thirty  days,  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family, 
and  a  copy  to  the  Joubnal  for  publica- 
tion. H.  G.  Staldeb, 

J.  H.  McCanoless, 
W.  P.  Obmsbt, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge  No. 
110  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  the  Al- 
mighty Father  to  take  from  us  our 
dearly  beloved  brother,  James  H.  D. 
O'Riordan,  who  was  killed  at  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties; and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  Bro. 
0*Riordan  No.  110  has  lost  a  worthy 
and  respected  brother,  and  his  family 
a  loving  husband  and  father;  therefore 
belt 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  hour  of  sorrow;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  a  period  of 
thirty  days  and  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  Joubnal  for  publi- 
lication,  and  one  spread  on  the  minutes 
of  this  meeting;  also  a  copy  be  sent  to 
the  bereaved  family. 

D.  W.  Ribblb, 
John  Lash, 
G.  W.  Johnson, 
Committee. 
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Bast  St.  Louis,  III.,  Feb.  6,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  White  Rose 
Lodge  No.  27  L.  A.  to  S.  U..  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebkas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  call  from  our  midst 
Sister  Mary  James  to  her  last  reward; 
and. 

Whereas,  By  the  death  of  this  sister 
White  Rose  Lodge  No.  27  has  suffered 
the  loss  of  a  good  and  faithful  worker; 
also  a  cheerful  face  that  shall  be 
missed  greatly;   therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heart- 
felt S3rmpathy  to  the  afflicted  family 
in  their  bereavement,  and  that  they 
will  bear  their  burden  with  that  com- 
forting thought,  God  does  all  things 
for  the  best;   be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes, 
one  be  sent  to  the  family,  and  one  to 
the  JouBNAL  for  publication. 

Irene  C.  Bnvin, 
Alice  Habsh, 
Lizzie  Brown, 

Committee, 


MiNNEAPOUS,  Minn.,  Feb.  16,  1908. 
The     following     resolutions     were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge 
No.  80: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to 
take  from  us  Bro.  William  Rice,  who 
died  January  17th;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
mother  and  brothers  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  this  their  sad  hour;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Journal  for  pub- 
lication, and  our  charter  be  draped  in 
mounting  for  a  period  of  thirty  days. 
b.  a.  bushet, 
James  F.  Smith, 
A.  E.  Parker, 

Committee, 


St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Feb.  18,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  the  last  regular  meeting  of 
St  Paul  Lodge  No.  31  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
Sunday,  Feb.  16.  1908: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  us  Bro.  Arthur  Nor- 
way, who  died  at  the  home  of  his  aged 
parents  at  Hastings,  Minn.,  after  a 
lingering  illness  of  nine  weeks;  and 


Whereas,  By  his  death  the  Switch- 
men's Union  has  lost  a  valuable  mem- 
ber, one  who  took  an  active  part  in 
everything  pertaining  to  our  union; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
for  thirty  days,  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  one  sent  to  his  parents 
at  Hastings,  and  one  sent  to  the  Jour- 
nal for  publication. 

Peter  Lavelle, 

C.  C.  LlOOETT, 
J.  F.  ROESSLER, 

Committee, 


St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Jan.  28,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Mid- 
way Lodge  No.  206  S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Su- 
preme Master  to  take  from  our  flock 
one  more  brother,  D.  B.  Selves,  who 
was  killed  while  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty  as  a  switchman  at  the  Min- 
nesota Transfer,  on  the  10th  day  of 
January,  1908;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
family  our  heartfelt  sympathy  In  this 
their  sad  hour  of  bereavement;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  thirty  days,  and  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to 
the  family,  and  a  copy  to  the  Jourital 
for  publication.    W.  H.  Lee, 

L.  A.  MoMahon, 
N.  G.  Bast, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Good  Will 
Lodge  No.  24,  St.  Paul.  Minn.,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  our  midst  the 
father  of  Sister  Sophrona  Love;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this 
auxiliary  extend  to  Sister  Love  and 
family  their  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
their  sad  bereavement;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  on  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  one  sent  to  the  afflicted 
family,  and  one  the  Journal  for  pub- 
lication.        Bfetb  M.  Lee, 

Bertha  Blliott, 
Clara  L.  Alexander, 

Committee, 
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At  a  regnlar  meeting  of  Good  Will 
Lodge  No.  24.  St.  Paul.  Mlnn.«  the  fol- 
lowing resolutloiis  were  adopted: 

Whebxas,  It  has  pleased  our  all-wise 
and  lOYing  Father  in  heayen  to  take 
onto  Himself  the  beloved  mother  of 
Sister  E2mma  Brass;   therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  Sister 
Brass  and  family  our  sincerest  sym- 
pathy in  their  sad  affliction;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Joubnal,  one  to 
the  bereaved  family,  and  one  spread 
on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 
Efhe  M.  Leb, 
Bkbtha  Elliott, 
Claba  L.  Alexander, 

C(ymmittee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Fern  Lodge 
No.  29,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Feb.  13, 
1908,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  remove  from  the  midst 
of  his  family  and  many  friends  the  be- 
loved father  of  our  worthy  sister  Mrs. 
ESdith  Bums;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this 
lodge  extend  to  Sister  Bums  and  ftun- 
ily  their  sincere  condolence  and  earnest 
sympathy  in  this  hour  of  bereavement; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  our  minutes,  a  copy  be  sent 
to  Sister  Edith  Bums,  and  one  to  the 
Journal  for  publication. 
Ida  Willis, 
Jenihs  McDonald, 
Margaret  Laffeb, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Head  of  the 
Ukes  Lodge  No.  107  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
Superior,  Wis.,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God,  through  His  messenger  Death,  to 
remove  from  our  midst  Bro.  Frank 
Fitzpatrick,  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties.  In  Justice  to  his  name  we 
can  truthfully  say  that  his  virtues  were 
many  and  his  faults  few,  and  those 
with  whom  he  associated  will  remem- 
ber his  kind  and  pleasant  manner,  and 
will  think  of  him  and  cherish  his 
name;   therefore,  be  it 


Reeolved,  That  we  extend  to  his  be- 
reaved parents,  brothers  and  sisters, 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  their 
hour  of  affliction,  and  may  the  Good 
Master  comfort  the  hearts  of  the  be- 
reaved family  and  may  Time,  the 
healer  of  all  sorrows  in  its  flight  com- 
fort their  grief  and  turn  into  sweet 
recollections  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted one;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  the  family,  and  one  to 
the  Journal  for  publication,  and  a  copy 
be  spread  upon  our  records;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother  our 
charter  be  draped  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days.  James  MoNutt, 

John  Keelet, 
Fred.  Drew, 

C(ymmittee. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  23,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge  No.  4 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  wisdom  to  take 
from  our  midst  our  friend  and  brother, 
Michael  McGurty,  who  died  Feb.  15, 
1908,  at  BufCalo,  N.  T.;    and 

Whereas,  The  removal  of  such  a  life 
from  our  midst  leaves  a  vacancy  and  a 
shadow  that  will  be  deeply  realized  by 
all  members  of  this  union;  therefore, 
belt 

Resolved,  That  with  deep  sympathy 
for  the  family  of  our  departed  brother, 
we  express  the  hope  that  even  so  great 
a  loss  to  us  all  may  be  over-ruled  for 
good  by  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon*  our  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
bereaved  family,  and  a  copy  be  en- 
tered in  our  Journal,  and  our  charter 
be  draped  for  thirty  days. 

Oeoroe  J.  Hamilton, 
C.  W.  Chappell, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Kansas  City 
Lodge  No.  1,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  take  from  our  midst  our 
beloved  brother,  John  J.  Kane,  who 
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died  Friday,  February  21st,  at  the 
home  of  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lott 
Kane;   and 

Whereas,  In  his  death  Lodge  No.  1 
has  lost  a  worthy  brother  and  mem- 
ber, who  was  ever  ready  to  lend  assist- 
ance to  a  worthy  cause  whenever  an 
opportunity  presented  itself;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  respect  to  our 
brother  our  charter  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  thirty  days,  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  the  lodge,  a  copy  sent  to 
the  bereaved  family,  and  a  copy  to  the 
JouBNAL  for  publication. 

W.  Roach, 
Ed.  MnxEB, 

J.  W.  TOBIN, 

Committee. 


Tebbb  Haute,  Ind.,  Feb.  13,  1908. 
At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge  No. 
94  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whereas,  An  all-wise  Providence 
has  removed  from  our  midst  our  be- 
loved friend  and  brother,  I.  W.  Clark; 
and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Clark 
the  Switchmen's  Union  has  lost  a  val- 
uable member;    therefore,  be  it 

Reaolvedj  That  we  deeply  mourn  the 
loss  of  our  brother,  and  as  a  token  of 
our  esteem  for  him  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  placed  upon  our  records, 
and  as  a  token  of  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy for  the  bereaved  wife  and  fam- 
ily, that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
tendered  to  them. 

F.  L.  Mathers. 
DusTiN  Crawford, 
O.  J.  McCuNE, 

Committee. 


At  a  special  meeting  called  January 
30,  1908,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  Good  Hope  Lodge  No.  169, 
Youngstown,  O.: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro.  F.  B. 
Donaldson,  who  was  killed  in  the  P. 
ft  L  .B.  yard,  Hazelton,  O..  Tuesday, 
January  28,  1908,  and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Don- 
aldson this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy 
and  highly  respected  member,  and  we 
mourn  the  loss  of  one  who  while  in 


life  we  held  dear  as  a  brother  and 
friend,  and  while  we  can  never  mo^ 
meet  his  pleasant  smiles  in  this  life, 
we  humbly  submit  to  Him  who  called 
our  brother's  spirit  to  the  life  beyond 
the  grave;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved father,  mother  and  sisters  our 
sincere  condolence  and  sympathy  in 
this  their  hour  of  affliction,  and  that 
we  commend  them  to  Him  who  doeth 
all  things  well.    Be  It  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
and  that  these  resolutions  be  spread 
on  our  minutoB  at  our  next  meeting, 
and  a  copy  of  same  be  sent  to  the 
parents  and  one  to  the  Joubnai.  for 
publication. 

J.  M.  Burke, 

FYtANK   DUENS, 

Walteb  Dalbtmflx, 

Committee. 


Starving  Man:  ''WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?^ 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 


Cards  of  Thanks 

CmoAGO,  Feb.  12,  1908. 

M,   R.    Welch,    Grand   Secretary   and 
Treasurer: 

Deab  Sib  and  Bbotheb — ^Accept  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  for 
the  payment  of  my  disability  claim; 
also  the  brother  members  of  John 
Drury  Lodge  No.  36,  who  responded 
so  nobly  to  a  brother  in  distress. 
Wishing  the  Switchmen's  Union  the 
best  of  success  and  appealing  to  all 
men  switching  cars  to  get  in  line  in  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  I  remain. 

Most  respectfully, 

Robebt  Bbitten. 

2949  Butler  street 


Kansas  Citt,  Feb.  16,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  officers  and  members  of 
Kansas  City  Lodge  No.  1  and  Golden 
Rule  Lodge  No.  17  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N. 
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A.,  for  the  kindness  and  sjonpathy 
shown  us  in  our  sad  bereavement  in 
sickness  and  death  of  our  beloved 
Frances,  also  for  their  beautiful  floral 
offerings. 

Mb.  and  Mrs.  Fbed  MoGbath, 
4212  E.  9th,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Detboit,  Mich.,  Jan.  13, 1908. 

To  THE  Officers  and  Membebb  of 
Lodge  No.  13,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 
I  desire  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  for  your  kindness  to  myself 
and  children  on  the  occasion  of  my 
husband's  death,  also  the  kind  words 
and  floral  offerings  of  his  friends  who 
endeavored  to  help  me  in  my  trouble 
and  sorrow.  Appreciating  all  your 
kindness  to  myself  and  children,  I  re- 
main. Very  sincerely, 

Mbs.  John  McKnioht. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Feb.  10,  1908. 
EnrroB  Switchmxn's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  members  of  Pride  of  the  West 
Lodge  No.  43,  also  Poppy  Lodge  No.  25 
for  kindness  shown  myself  and  other 
members  of  the  family  In  my  sad  be- 
reavement, the  loss  of  my  beloved  husr 
band,  J.  R.  Ramsey. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  both  lodges  for 
the  beautiful  floral  offerings. 

I  wish  the  Grand  Lodge  to  accept  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  the  insurance  of  my  dear  husband. 

May  both  lodges  ever  prosper,  is  the 
wish  of  a  sister. 

Mbs.  Dollie  Ramsbt. 


Hudson,  Wis.,  Feb.  18,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  27, 
West  St  Paul,  for  their  kind  attention 
to  myself  and  children  in  my  sad  be- 
reavement, and  the  loss  of  my  beloved 
husband,  Richard  Burk. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  members  for 
the  beautiful  floral  offerings  which  ex- 
pressed their  love  and  esteem  for  a 
brother.  My  heartfelt  wish  is  that  the 
Switchmen's  Union  may  ever  prosper., 
I  am.        Respectfully  yours, 

Mbs.  Addie  Bxtbk. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  16,  1908. 
BorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  thank  the  oflicers  and  mem- 
bers of  Happy  Day  Lodge  No.  201  for 
kindness  shown  me  during  my  dear  be- 
loved husband's  death,  and  the  way 
they  escorted  him  to  his  last  resting 
place,  also  for  the  beautiful  flowers 
that  the  members  sent  I  also  wish  to 
thank  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, M.  R.  Welch,  for  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  policy  held  by  husband,  also 
the  prompt  delivery  of  the  check  by 
the  treasurer  of  Lodge  No.  201.  I  re- 
main. Respectfully, 

Mbs.  Mabt  Bbown. 


Resolutions  Passed  by  Lodge  117 

The  following  resolutions  passed  by 
Harmony  Lodge  No.  117  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
were  the  subject  of  considerable  dis- 
cussion in  the  Central  Trades  and  La- 
bor (Council  of  the  city  of  Chicago: 

Whebeas,  In  the  midst  of  seeming 
prosperity  and  without  any  apparent 
cause,  the  workers  of  the  world  are 
plunged  without  a  moment's  warning 
into  direst  suffering,  being  denied  the 
right  to  work,  the  right  to  subsistence 
for  themselves  and  families,  and  are 
face  to  face  with  starvation;  and 

Whebeas,  This  condition  was 
brought  upon  them  through  no  fault  of 
their  own  and  through  no  fault  of  em- 
ployers who  cannot  employ  men  for 
whom  they  have  no  work,  it  assuredly 
remains  without  question  the  fault  of 
our  industrial  system  which  violates 
the  supreme  right  of  all  to  live  and  to 
insist  that  society  shall  be  so  organized 
as  to  secure  that  right;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  members  of  Har- 
mony Lodge  No.  17  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  our  suffering  brothers  and 
believing  it  to  be  the  first  and  supreme 
duty  of  our  government  to  protect  the 
lives  of  its  citizens  against  economic 
want,  do  hereby  appeal  to  our  govern- 
ment not  to  use  the  nation's  funds  for 
the  building  of  battleships  as  a  means 
of  giving  work  to  the  unemployed;  but 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  funds  of  our  gov- 
ernment be  used  instead  to  build  fac- 
tories equipped  with  modern  machinery 
to  be  manned  and  operated  by  those  in 
need  of  employment;  In  which  shall  be 
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produced  all  the  commodities  of  life  to 
be  sold  to  the  consumer  at  the  actual 
cost  of  production,  thereby  giving  to 
the  workers  the  full  value  of  their  la- 
bor and  abolishing  the  surplus  value 
that  is  impoverishing  the  workers  of 
the  world;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  organization  use 
every  means  in  its  power  to  further 
this  plan  of  production  and  distribution 
designed  to  protect  the  workers  against 
the  loss  of  employment  and  the  loss  of 
every  raise  in  their  wages  by  a  three- 
fold increase  in  the  cost  of  life's  ne- 
cessities; and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  (As  amended  by  the  local 
lodge  in  session)  that  under  present  ex- 
isting conditions  we  demand  the  re- 
striction of  foreign  imipigration  to  this 
country;  and  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  forwarded  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  public 
press,  including  the  Switchmen's 
JoxjBNAL,  and  to  each  of  our  Grand 
Lodge  officers  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
Chas.  L.  Schwakb, 
BuBTON  Taylor, 

Committee. 


Not  Soup  or  Soap,  But  Work. 

(Rev.  Wm.  Rader,  of  San  Francisco.) 
We  are  in  a  financial  crisis.  No  use 
denying  what  Is  as  plain  as  the  nose 
on  your  face.  What  are  these  men  to 
do?  They  cannot  starve.  Something 
is. radically  the  matter  when  honest, 
hard-working  people  go  hungry  under 
the  American  flag.  There  is  a  screw 
loose  somewhere.  Somebody  has  blun- 
dered. While  the  term  "starving"  is, 
on  the  whole,  an  exaggeration,  there 
is  an  ugly  truth  in  it,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  "What  is  a  man  to  do  about 
itr 

The  labor  unions  must  stand  be- 
tween the  employed  and  the  unem- 
ployed in  this  crisis.  If  labor  unions 
can  support  men  on  a  strike,  they  may 
assist  those  who  are  floundering  about 
in  the  rough  sea  of  a  money  panic. 

That  they  are  a  source  of  help  is 
undoubted.  The  unemployed  may  turn 
to  the  Government  In  times  of  war 
the  men  who  censtitute  the  working 
force  of  the  country  are  looked  upon 
as  the  defenders  of  the  flag.  The  rule 
should  work  both  ways.  When  the 
workingmen  are  In  need  then  the  na- 


tion should  come  to  their  rescue — ^not 
by  giving  them  charity,  but  by  giving 
them  work.  The  passion  for  riot 
among  the  idle  armies  of  the  great 
cities  in  the  Old  and  New  World  is  a 
manifestation  of  a  grudge  which  the 
citizen  holds  against  the  State  for  per- 
mitting him  to  be  idle. 

Whatever  unreasoning  prejudice 
may  be  involved  in  this  plan,  it  must 
appeal  as  an  economic  principle  to 
sober-minded  citizens.  It  may  not  al- 
ways be  possible  for  the  State  to  fur- 
nish employment  for  the  imemployed. 
The  principle,  however,  is  sound  and 
bears  the  closest  investigation. 

The  State  may  give  relief  by  creat- 
ing labor,  the  church  may  give  relief 
by  giving  alms.  The  church  has  no 
power  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  un- 
employed, and  the  sooner  a  commun- 
ity gets  at  the  root  of  the  difficulty  and 
finds  a  cure,  not  an  expedient,  made 
of  soup  or  soap,  the  better  for  that  com- 
mimlty.  Charity  does  not  cure,  how- 
ever much  it  soothes.  It  was  a  noble 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Trinity  Church. 
Boston,  to  hand  over  the  "collection" 
to  the  unemployed,  but  In  twenty-four 
hours  the  situation  was  about  the 
same  as  before. 

The  time  to  defend  the  country 
against  a  panic  is  In  the  prosperous 
eras.  If  men  thouaht  and  voted  In  the 
fat  years  as  they  think  and  feel  in  the 
lean  years,  panics  might  be  avoided. 

Progress  and  poverty  under  the 
same  sky  are  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  of  our  government  and  an 
economic  contradiction.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  man  who  has  and  the  man 
who  has  not  are  getting  farther  and 
farther  apart,  while  the  problem  of 
the  unemployed  looms  up  as  the  main 
Issue  in  the  coming  Presidential  cam- 
paign. 


Millie — "What  are  the  holes  for  in 
that  porous  plaster?" 

Willie-— "Why,  don't  you  know,  sis? 
They're  to  let  the  pain  out,  of  course." 
— Exchange, 


Starving  Man:  '-WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  *'GOD 
KNOWS  r 
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CO-OPERATION 


Henry  Evans'  Letter  In  United 
Mine  Workers'  Journal— The 
Movement  in  Denmark. 


West  Allotment, 
Via  NewcastleK)n-T3me, 
Northumberland,  England,  Dec.  26. 

Editor  Mine  Workers*  Journal: 

In  article  6  I  will  take  up  the  co- 
operative    slaughtering     departments, 
and  In  addition  to  the  pigs,  I  may  state 
the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  killed 
In  those  slaughter  houses  for  1906  was 
about  23,000.    The  membership  of  the 
twenty-nine    co-operative    societies    In 
this  department  Increased  from  some 
67,000  in  1903  to  84,000.300  In  1906,  and 
I  wish  the  readers  to  understand  that 
each  society  manages  Its  own  affairs, 
bnt  the  common  Interests  of  all  the  so- 
cieties are  looked  after    by    what    Is 
termed   the  Danish   Society  of  Co-op- 
erative  Slaughter   Houses,   which  has 
developed  this  department  Into  a  good 
paying  one^  as  well  as  Improving  the 
quality  of  the  Danish  bacon,  and  also 
the  conditions  of  transport  and  sale  of 
the  products  of  the  co-operative  slaugh- 
ter houses  was  greatly  Improved.    That 
Is  one  great  thought   that    must    be 
taken   Into  consideration — the  cost  of 
transportation  of  Its  goods  as  well  as 
the   other    essential   improvements  of 
the   varied   departments,   and    I    may 
mention  that  the  co-operative  associa- 
tions  themselves    Insure   their    goods 
against    damages    during    transporta- 
tion.   In  1899  an  association  for  Insur- 
ing Its  members  against  accidents  was 
formed,  and  I  may  say  it  took  In  all 
Its  employes  as  well.     About  twenty 
societies  established  a  retail  store  In 
Copenhagen,  and  by  grasping  hold  of 
all  progressive  Ideas  and  putting  them 
Into  active  service  to  Improve  the  wel- 
fare of  Its  subjects,  the  co-operative 
movement  In  Denmark  has  lifted  the 
farmers  higher  up  In  their  agricultural 
pursuits  than    ever    they    themselves 
thought  to  be  In  the  world's  supplies. 

In  the  changed  conditions  of  things 
the  small  farmer  can  enter  Into  the 
agricultural  market  of  Denmark  and 
keep  In  a  prosperous  state  under  the 
oo-operative   system,   as  they  have  a 


controlling  Influence  over  price-mak- 
ing as  well  as  the  private  merchants. 
We  can  see  as  I  bring  the  separate  de- 
partments before  the  readers  that  It  Is 
a  clearer  way  of  understanding  the 
success  of  each  one,  better  than  putting 
them  as  a  whole. 

We  win  now  turn    to    the    Danish 
Farmers*     Co-operative     Egg     Export 
Association,     which    was    started    In 
1895  by  Mr.  Paber,  a  wideawake,  sin- 
cere worker  In  the  Danish  agricultural 
Interests,  as  agent  In  England.    Before 
this  date  eggs  were  exported,  but  not 
to  a  great  extent.    In  the  early  eighties 
about   £100,000  worth,  and  the  trade 
was  at  a  standstill.     As  you  will  un- 
derstand, there  was  lack  of  Interest  In 
the     business.     Eggs   were   kept    for 
weeks  In  the  nests  or  In  humid  cellars 
and,  of  course,  they  came  on  the  mar- 
kept  In  a  bad  and  dirty  condition,  and 
In  that  way  they  earned  for  themselves 
a  bad  reputation,  and  Mr.  Paber,  being 
a  keen  observer  of  this,  saw  the  need 
of  reform  and,  of  course,  there  are  to- 
day over  520  societies.     By  enforcing 
very  strict  rules  In  regard  to  the  qual- 
ity of  the  eggs,  seeing  that  every  egg 
Is  properly  stamped  with  the  farmer's 
number  from  whom  they  were  collect- 
ed, and  a  fine  Imposed  for  every  bad 
egg  found,  and  by  enforcing  such  strict 
rules,  the  quality  of  the  eggs  Improved 
wonderfully,  until  now,  for  1906,  they 
exported  over  250,000,000  eggs  to  the 
value  of   over    £255,000   per   annum. 
But  I  observe  the  above  association  Is 
•not  the  sole  agent  In  the  vast  Improve- 
ment that  has  taken  place.    There  are 
branches  of  the  co-operative  movement 
connected   with  the   slaughter  houses 
that  have  taken  over  the  exporting  of 
eggs.     Then  there  is  the  Danish  co- 
operative butter  factory,  which  deals 
with  the  produce  of  over  fifty  dairies, 
and  there  Is  a  large  number  of  small- 
er co-operative  associations  which  are 
collecting  and  exporting  eggs.     So  In 
dealing  with  the  question  as  a  whole 
under  co-operative  control  In  Denmark. 
I  observe  for  the  four  years  from  1899 
to  1902:    Denmark  received  from  Eng- 
land alone  for  butter,  bacon  and  eggs 
about    £7,460,000,   or  more  than   was 
paid  by  all  other  countries  for  these 
articles;    fancy,    nearly    £2,000,000    a 
year  from  one  nation  alone.    What  a 
wonderful  Improvement    from    a  one- 
time failing  trade. 
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I  may  state  that  all  the  different  so- 
cletiea  connected  wtth  the  above  are 
represented  by  a  oommlttee  of  two 
members  from  each  of  the  associations. 
This  committee  is  called  the  co-opera- 
tive committee,  and  the  common  in- 
terests of  each  associaition  and  society 
are  carefully  looked  after  in  order  to 
find  out  any  defects  or  any  plan  of  im- 
provement that  can  be  advanced  for 
the  cause  in  any  district.  So,  my  fel- 
low-readers, you  see  there  is  absolute 
freedom  in  the  movement  for  societies 
to  open  up  under  the  varied  conditions 
and  changed  circumstances  they  may 
be  confronted  with.  But  each  society, 
or  association,  is  under  a  carefully  se- 
lected committee,  or  generW  board  of 
management  of  the  whole,  thereby  get- 
ting all  their  respective  Interests  care- 
fully looked  after  from  a  business  and 
financial  standpoint.  I  am  sure  the 
Danish  people  ought  to  inspire  any 
body  of  people  to  take  up  the  move- 
ment, because  their  conditions,  as  a 
people,  were  very  discouraging  and 
their  social  standing  was  at  a  very  low 
ebb,  but  by  self-perseverance  and  their 
determination  to  lift  themselves  out  to 
a  higher  ideal  of  life,  today  the  Dan- 
ish people,  by  putting  forth  the  above, 
with  the  help  of  tho  co-operative  prin- 
ciples of  business,  stand  an  example 
for  any  to  follow. 

So  wishing  all  a  prosperous  and  hap- 
py new  year,  I  remain,  as  ever,  in  the 
service  of  progress,      Henbt  Evans. 

Here's  a  Puzzler. 

Here  is  a  puzzle  that  puzzles  every- 
body: Take  the  number  of  your  living 
brothers,  double  the  amount,  add  to  it 
three,  multiply  by  five,  add  to  it  the 
number  of  your  living  sisters,  mul- 
tiply the  result  by  ten;  add  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  of  brothers  and  sisters 
and  subtract  150  from  the  result  The 
right  figure  will  be  the  number  of 
deaths,  the  middle  will  be  the  number 
of  living  sisters,  and  the  left  will  show 
the  number  of  living  brothers.  Try  it 
and  see.— ^afwcw  City  Joumah 

Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:  "GOD 
KNOWS  r 


COLLECTIVISM  AHEAD. 


A  Religious  Journal  on  the  Ex- 
posures of  Business  Immor- 
ality.   

A  prominent  New  York  clergyman 
prophesies  that  "the  next  great  re- 
vival held  in  this  country  will  have  as 
its  dominant  note  the  question  of 
ethics."  One  fact  in  particular  has 
impressed  itself  on  the  public  mind. 
There  is  an  insane  individualism  in 
American  life  today.  Men  ax^t  as  if 
the  accumulation  of  property  were  the 
only  end  of  existence  and  as  if  any 
means  were  permissible  in  realizing 
that  end.  In  its  fundamental  aspect 
the  problem  is  simply  one  of  old-fash- 
ioned selfishness— that  is,  the  putting 
of  the  interests  of  self  before  the  in- 
terests of  the  common  weal. 

One  of  the  paradoxes  of  modem  so- 
ciety is  bound  up  in  the  fact  that  the 
collective  conscience  is  so  much  duller 
than  the  private  conscience.  We  do 
as  nations  what  we  would  never  dream 
of  doing  as  individuals.  A  man  who 
could  not  be  induced  to  kill  his  neigh- 
bor, whatever  the  provocation,  marches 
out  in  war  times  with  a  clear  con- 
science to  kill  somebody  else's  neigh- 
bor. A  man  who  is  a  model  of  the  vir- 
tues in  his  domestic  life  loses  every 
restraining  scruple  in  his  buslneas 
dealings.  Mr.  Rockef^er,  when  ques- 
tioned recently  as  to  how  he  reconciled 
his  business  transactions  and  his  moral 
principles,  is  reported  to  have  made 
the  significant  reply:  "The  Standard 
Oil  Company  is  not  a  philanthropy.  It 
is  a  business  conducted  along  the  lines 
that  are  laid  down  in  the  business 
world  as  being  those  of  today."  In 
these  words  he  exposed  the  heart  of 
the  whole  problem.  And  Just  because 
the  standards  of  the  "business  world" 
are  held  to  justify  disregard  for  law 
and  the  rights  of  others  it  is  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  pulpit  to  indict 
those  standards  and  to  use  all  its  In- 
fiuence  to  supplant  them  with  other 
and  higher  standards. 

It  may  be  that  an  investigation  of 
business  conditions  will  lead  to  a  real- 
ization of  the  fact  that  the  dishonesty 
of  our  day  is  inherited  in  our  competi- 
tive system.  In  that  event  it  will  be- 
come the  duty  of  the  pulpit  to  accept 
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the  new  alternative  and  to  tarn  men's 
faces  toward  a  co-operative  society, 
which,  being  itself  ethical,  will  make 
It  possible  and  practical  for  each  in- 
dividual  to  live  out  his  highest  ethical 
ideals  in  conformity  with  the  whole 
social  order. — Homilectic  Review, 


Robbing  Workers. 

Society  has  been  guilty  of  many 
crimes  since  the  dawn  of  civilization, 
but  nothing  that  it  has  ever  done  has 
been  so  terribly  wrong,  so  horribly 
unjust,  as  its  present  system  of  under- 
paying its  laborers.  If  a  man  devotes 
his  time  to  the  performance  of  duties 
that  have  been  assigned  to  him  by  an- 
other, he  is  entitled  to  Just  compensa- 
tion, and  if  he  does  not  receive  this 
he  is  robbed.  Moreover,  in  such  cases 
the  effect  of  this  robbery  is  felt  both 
more  widely  and  more  seriously  than 
any  ordinary  kind  of  thieving— that 
which  is  committed  at  the  point  of  a 
pistol,  etc. — ^f6r  it  is  not  the  man  alone 
who  is  robbed  nor  the  man's  time 
alone  that  is  stolen.  The  thing  that  is 
actually  taken  is  the  means  to  provide 
for  and  educate  his  family  properly, 
that  the  children  for  whom  he  is  re- 
sponsible may  live  to  be  good,  strong 
men — ^mentally,  morally  and  physically 
good  citizens. 

Of  course,  it  is  easy  raiough  to  say 
that  every  man  is  free  to  choose  his 
employment  and  that  nobody  is  obliged 
to  work  for  another  at  an  unjust  rate 
of  compensation.  Theoretically  this 
may  be  correct,  but  in  actual  life  it 
is  the  contrary  that  is  true.  There  are 
plenty  of  men  today  who  are  not  able 
to  choose  their  means  of  livelihood  or 
to  select  their  employers.  They  must 
work,  because  if  they  did  not  work 
they  could  not  live,  and  they  must 
take  what  they  can  get  simply  be- 
cause there  is  no  opportunity  for  them 
to  secure  higher  pay  elsewhere.  As 
the  direct  result  of  this  utterly  un'Just 
system  there  is  a  great  deal  of  pov- 
erty in  this  world  that  might  easily 
be  prevented  if  there  were  but  some 
method  by  which  employers  could  be 
compelled  to  pay  a  decent  wage  in- 
stead of  being  permitted  to  secure 
workmen  at  the  lowest  market  price. 

Although  this  may  sound  like  so- 
cialism, it  is  anything  but  socialistic. 
Although  it  may  sound  radical,  it  is 
not  so  radical  that  it  is  not  in  perfect 


accord  with  the  conclusions  presented 
by  Pope  Leo  XIII  in  his  encyclical  on 
labor,  and  I  don't  imagine  that  there 
is  anybody  who.  would  dream  of  sug- 
gesting that  he  was  a  socialist  or  a 
preacher  of  socialism.  At  the  same 
time  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare 
that  the  compensation  of  a  laborer 
ought  to  be  sufficient  "to  support  him 
in  reasonable  and  frugal  comfort  If 
through  necessity  or  fear  of  a  worse 
evil,"  he  says,  "the  workingman  ac- 
cepts harder  conditions,  because  an 
employer  or  a  contractor  will  give  him 
no  better,  he  is  the  victim  of  force  and 
injustice." 

It  is  only  necessary  that  we  should 
apply  these  words  to  existing  condi- 
tions to  prove  conclusively  that  the 
strong  mass  of  society  is  guilty  of  a 
grave  crime  against  the  weaker  por- 
tion and  especially  against  the  un- 
skilled laborers,  to  whom  it  gives  em- 
ployment at  a  rate  of  pay  that  is  so  far 
below  all  necessary  standards  of  liv- 
ing that  no  man  can  live,  marry  and 
bring  up  a  family  decently  upon  such 
an  income.  By  taking  all  his  time  it 
shuts  him  out  from  the  opportunity  to 
increase  his  income  or  better  his  posi- 
tion, and  yet  it  fails  utterly  to  provide 
him  with  sufficient  means  to  supply 
even  his  vital  needs.. 

The  worst  of  it  is  that  in  most  cases 
this  condition  is  due  to  the  unwilling- 
ness of  the  employer  to  pay  the  decent 
wages.  If  he  could  not  afford  to  do 
this,  there  might  be  some  excuse,  but 
when  the  men  or  the  company  offend- 
ing are  amply  able  to  pay  higher 
wages  and  decline  to  do  so  through 
fear  that  their  own  income  may  be  so 
reduced  as  to  compel  them  to  forego 
some  luxuries  which  they  now  enjoy, 
the  crime  assumes  an  extremely  seri- 
ous aspect 

Undoubtedly  the  time  will  come 
when  society  will  take  these  matters 
into  its  own  hands  and  will  specify 
precisely  the  lowest  limit  at  which  a 
man  may  be  permitted  to  work,  but 
until  the  State  actually  awakens  to  a 
realization  of  its  responsibilities  and 
passes  a  minimum  wage  law  the  duty 
of  being  Just  will  continue  to  devolve 
upon  the  employer.  In  other  words,  if 
the  employer  is  sufficiently  dishonest 
and  selfish  to  drive  a  sharp  bargain  he 
may  continue  to  hire  his  workmen  at 
practically  starvation  wages,  for  there 
is  now  no  law  to  prevent  him  from  en- 
tering into  this  sort  of  a  contract  with 
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the  unfortunate  people  who  are  at  his 
mercy.  Not  that  it  is  any  less  the 
crime,  but  until  public  opinion  has 
been  sufficiently  aroused  to  say,  "So 
far  you  may  go,  but  no  further,"  there 
is  absolutely  no  way  of  preventing  this 
entirely  unnecessary  poverty. — Gra- 
ham Hoody  in  New  York  Commercial 
Advertiser. 


A  Fable  about  Mules. 

A  certain  captain  of  industry,  who 
had  been  busted  by  the  trusts,  thought 
he  would  try  his  hand  at  farming. 
Unlike  most  farmers,  he  found  at  the 
end  of  the  first  season  that  he  had 
five  hundred  dollars  in  money  and  a 
bam  full  of  hay  and  grain.  After 
discharging  his  men  he  called  his 
mules  together  and  informed  them 
that  the  rush  was  over  and  their  ser- 
vices would  no  longer  be  required. 
Said  he:  "My  bam  is  full  of  feed, 
which  at  the  present  market  price 
ought  to  net  me  another  five  hundred 
dollars.  I  fed  you  well  while  you 
worked,  and  next  summer,  if  you  are 
around  this  way  about  harvest  time, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  give  you  another 
Job."  He  accordingly  dismissed  the 
mules  and  lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land 
until  next  summer.  But  the  mules 
did  not  make  application  for  another 
Job.    They  had  all  starved  to  death. 

The  "captain"  forgot  he  was  not 
dealing  with  men. 

Moral:  This  fable  does  not  need 
one. — Union  Settlement 


Starving  Man:  "WHAT  IS  A  MAN 
TO  DO  WHO  IS  OUT  OF  WORK 
IN  A  FINANCIAL  CRISIS  AND  IS 
STARVING?" 

Answer  of  Secretary  Taft:    "GOD 

KNOWS  r 


Remittance  Roll   of  Honor  for 
Month  of  February,  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
February,  per  Section  7  of  the  Consti- 
tution : 

February  1— Lodges  2,  13.  22,  32,  34, 
38,  46,  49.  63,  142.  188,  191,  203,  217. 


February  3— Lodges  6,  37,  50,  55,  57, 
92,  93,  98,  102,  104,  112,  113.  114.  116, 
143,  174.  176,  177,  181,  194,  220,  226. 

February  4 — ^Lodges  3,  20.  23,  24,  40, 
41,  45,  61,  69.  74.  77,  82.  89.  106.  108. 
110,  116,  123,  129.  144,  146,  147,  152. 
160,  172.  175.  179,  193,  218,  225,  229. 

February  5 — Lodges  1,  6,  11,  19,  27, 
29,  54.  56,  68,  73,  80,  84,  85.  96,  97.  105, 
107,  109,  117,  120,  122,  126,  133,  134, 
149,  151,  155,  173,  189,  201,  208,  222. 

February  6 — Lodges  10,  12,  15.  26, 
28,  33,  35.  42.  52.  64,  65.  71,  77,  78,  83, 
91,  95,  119,  138,  154,  166,  183,  192,  200, 
214,  224,  228. 

February  7— Lodges  7,  9,  30,  36,  48, 
59,  76,  81,  88,  90,  94,  99,  111,  118,  141, 
209,  216. 

February  8— Lodges  8.  14,  18,  21,  25, 
31,  39,  43,  44,  60,  70,  100,  127,  137,  169, 
178.  182.  206,  221. 

February  10— Lodges  4,  16,  17,  51,  63, 
58,  62,  67,  72,  79.  86,  87,  92,  101,  103, 
125.  135,  158,  180,  184,  190.  197.  198. 
204.  230. 

February  21— Lodge  199,  with  fine 
of  19.70. 

February  26 — Lodge  66,  with  fine  of 
60  cents. 

Lodge  210  not  in  at  time  of  going  to 
press,  February  26th. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  "Honor  Roll*'  every  month 
hereafter. 

Section  41  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  shall  be 
imposed  on  all  lodges  Whose  reports 
are  not  received  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  10th  day  of  each  month,  and 
hereafter  the  numbers  of  all  lodges 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  10th 
day  of  the  month  will  also  be  given  in 
this  report. 


I  FIE 


Send  usSI.48,  and  we  will  send  you  this  ccnnin* 
Atlas  Rifle,  model  of  1908.  23.<allber,  shoots  all 
regular  22.callber  rim  fire  cartridges.  With  the  rifl* 
we  will  send  free  25  special  targets,  00  that  the  rifle 
can  be  used  In  a  Kallery  for  money  making  If  wanted; 
has  22-Inch  barrel,  fully  rifled,  solid  extractor,  walnut 
stock,  the  latest  take-down  model.  It  is  the  exact 
same  Atlas  Rifle  that  has  been  sold  generally  at  $3.00 
to  SB.OO,  and  Is  greativ  Improved  for  this  seasoa.  It  yoa 
don't  order  this  rifle  from  this  notice,  don't  fall  to  refer 
to  the  Gun  Denartment  In  one  of  our  latest  Big  Oftta- 
loguee.  .If  you  haven't  a  BIk  Catalogue  borrow  one 
and  see  what  we  are  now  offering  In  guns,  revolvers  and 
ammunition.  Do  this,  or  on  a  oostal  card  addreond 
to  us  ny,  "Mall  roe  your  Great  Gun  Offers."  Address. 
8EAM.  ROEBUCK  A  CO.,  Chloa«o. 
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SfafBmBnf  of  Cfaimg  paid  during  the  month  of  FEBRUARY,  1908. 


Xo. 

MAMS. 

182 

1! 

PAID  TO. 

BJSIDSIfCB. 

< 

910 

O.  M.  Moriarity 

Death 

Mary,  mother 

Moriarity,  N.  M. 

11,200 

916^  Jno.  J.  Oree 

137 

Death 

Kate,  wife 

Passiao,  N.  J. 

600 

917 

EmU  Seabert 

3 

Death 

LiUie,  wife 

Chicago,  ni. 

1.200 

919 

Henry  Bomhack 

68 

Death 

Mary,  wife 

Chicago,  HI. 

1,200 

930 

Michael  Bohosky 

208 

Death 

Katherine,  wife 

Chicago,  m. 

1,200 

931 

Julius  Yanghn 

.72 

Death 

Mary  R.,  mother 

Sayre,  P&. 

1,200 

938 

Frank  Ohase 

220 

Death 

Sarah,  wife 

Buffalo.  N.  y. 

800 

938 

Patrick  J.  Scanlon 

1 

Death 

Johanna,  wife 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

1.900 

934 

Wm.  Williams 

11 

Death 

Helen,  mother 

Cleveland.  O. 

1,200 

925 

Michael  W.  Keenan 

164 

Death 

Barbara,  wife 

Dnbnqne.  la. 

600 

m 

Wm.  Delno 

8 

Death 

Nora,  wife 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

1.200 

937 

Wm  A.  Kolning 

30 

Death 

(larrie,  wife 

Min'polis,  Minn 

600 

938  Wells  J.  Kepple 

29 

Death 

Lillian,  wife 

Blue  Island,  111. 

l.tfO 

989 

Jno.  Drew 

68 

Death 

Bridget,  mother 

Chicago,  m. 

1,200 

980 

Bdw.  T.  MuTDhy 

81 

Death 

Margaret,  wife 

Gr*t  Falls,  Mont. 

800 

981 

Herman  L.  Shore 

74 

Death 

Emma,  wife 

Mich»nCity,Ind. 

1,200 

983 

Wm.  T.  Kmse- 

235 

Death 

Mrs.  W.,  wife 

New  Orleans,  La. 

1,2<»0 

988 

Jno.  H.  Higgins 

67 

Death 

Mary  E.,  wife 

Sandusky,  O. 

600 

984 

Jno.  J.  Sullivan 

141 

Death 

Margaret,  mother 

Susquehan'a,  Pa. 

1,200 

935 

Mathew  Fay 

8 

Death 

Mary,  wife 

Joliet,  lU. 

1,200 

$30,100 

Previously  reported $862,821 

Paid  since  last  report 20,100 

Refund  insurance 69 

Total $882,480 


MoknomfodgmentB  of  Ciaim$  Paid  in  January, 

Jno.  G.  Thomey,  Butte,  Mont $   800 

Isabella  Shiffer,  Sabetha,  Kans 1,200 

Francen  Hastings,  Asheville,  N.  C 1,200 

Robt.  Britten,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Jas.  A  Hook,  Pt.  Scott,  Kans 600 

Elizabeth  McOormick,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich 1,200 

Katherine  Doyle.  New  York.  N.  Y 1,200 

Dottie  Ramsey,  Los  Angeles,  Cal 1.200 

Addie  L.  Burke.  Hudson,  Wis 1,200 

Mary  A.  Brown,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 1,200 

A.  W.  and  L.  B.  Hennessey.  Dolton,  111 1,800 

Mary  C.  Ritchie,  Wapaca.  Wis 1,200 

Charlotte  Mulligan.  Toledo.  0 1,200 

Margaret  Stevenson,  Syracuse,  N.  Y 1,200 


'Mty^JtZc^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
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But  of  thb  Fibmb  Who  ADyKirnsK  nr  ths  joubnal. 


THE  McGONWAY  A  TORLEY  GO. 


PITTSBUSOH.    PA. 


Ploa««r  II«Baf«ct«r«rs  •! 

M.  G.  B.   COUPLERS 

JANNEY,  KELSO  and  PITT  FREIGHT  COUPLERS 

MALLEABLE  IRON  AND  STEEL  CASTINGS 


BLOOD  POISON 


W«  hKW  a  Remadr  voknown  to  the  pio- 
-  '  ~L  W«  tafond  moa&f  if  w«  do  not 
.  Too  eaa  bo  troaied  at  homo  for  tho 
iprieoaoifyoacamotooiiroffioo.  Wo 
will  ffivo  you  a  caoranty  to  euro  or  rotnrn 
monoj.  For  many  y«u«  wo  have  boon 
eurinff  patients  in  every  eoontry  in  the 
world.  Oar  treatment  is  in  every  sense  a 
home  treatment.  If  yon  have  exhansted 
the  old  methods  of  treatment  and  still  have 
aches  and  pains,  muoous  patches  in  mouth, 
sore  throat,  pimples,  eopper-colored  spots, 
nleers  on  any  parts  of  the  body,  hair  or 
eyebrows  fUlinc  oat,  it  is  this  secondary 
blood  poison  we  srasrantee  to  cure.  We 
solicit  the  most  obstinate  eases.  This  dis- 
esse  hss  always  baffled  the  skill  of  the  most 
eminent  physiciana.  For  many  years  we 
have  made  a  specialty  of  treating  this 
disease  with  oar  Maalc  Care,  and  we  have 
$600,000  eapital  behind  oar  onoonditional 
gaaranty. 

WE  OURE  ouMiar 

AMO  PERMAttamV 

Oar  patients  eared  yean  ago  by  oar  ffreot 
Discovery,  anknown  to  tlie  pronssion.  are 
today  soand  and  well,  and  have  hnalthy  chil- 
dren slnoe  we  cared  them. 

DON'T  WASTE  YOUR 
TIME  AMD  MOMEY 

ezperlmentinir.  Absdate  and  positive  proofs 
sent  seeled  on  application.  100<ps^  book  Faxx. 
No  branch  offloes.  Address  folly  as  follows: 

oiKMr  REmeoY  oompmmy 

1518-  05  State  8t„  Chieaco,  U.  8.  A» 


COOK  REMEDY  CO. 


95  BUGGY  OFFER 

From  us  you  can  get  a  lop  buggy, 

road  wagon,  surrey,  rarra  wi'gon— 

any  rtg,  quality  better  tlmn  oihers 

for  very  much  leas  money.     How 

much  can  you  save?     Look  In 

our  Dig  Catalogue,  your  own  or 

your  neighbor's,  or  to  get  our 

very  Uiiest  and  greatrBt  buggy 

lofTerB  write  us  a  postal  and  tsay, 

"Mall  me  your  new  free  Huggy 

Book,"  and  get  everything  by 

return  mall.     Address, 

SEARS,  ROEBUCK  &  CO., 

CinCAaO,  ILLINOIS. 


MONUMENTS 

Oraaite  and  Marble  TombstooM 
and  Monuments.  $4.20  up  to  $J0O.tek 
direct  from  quarry,  carved,  polluted 
and    lettered   for   one-fourth    prices 

asked   geuenUly.  ^   Look   (or  Tomb- 
stones In 
or  your 

a  postal  and  say.  "Mall  me  yotir 
new  TombijtODe  Catalogue."  and  get  a  wonderful  book 
and  wonderful  prlcea  by  return   mall.     Add  res?, 

SEARS,  ROEBUCK  &  CO.,  CHICAQO,  ILL. 


our  Big  Catalogue,  your  own 
neighbor's  booic,  or  write  ua 


Railroad  Men 

Be  consistenK  Buy  gloves 

thah  bear  the  Union  Label 

They  are  the  only  gloves 

worfhyof  a  Brol-herhood 

Mans  hand. 

The  label  is  In  every  pair 

of'Sargcnrs" 

N5.  R'VtT3-QUT  gEAMS-JHEY  fJT 

You  will  find  comfo^^ 

and  lon^  wear  in  every 

pair. 

Try  ^hem  and  be  sa^isf  led 


MICHIGAN 


Whem  addreiHng  our  advertUerM  mention  tM$  Jtmmak 
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ARGUMENT  IN  BEHALF  OF  STANDARD- 
IZATION OF  THE  AUTOMATIC 
COUPLER. 


(A  paper  read  by  the  Editor  before 
the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  For- 
eign Commerce,  in  Washington,  D,  C, 
March  19,  1908.) 

To  the  Honorable  Chairman  and  Other 
Members  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
terstate and  Foreign  Commerce — 
Greeting. 

Gentlemen — Permit  me  to  take  ad- 
yantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
ackmowledge  my  positive  indebtedness 
to  you  for  this  privilege  of  appearing 
before  your  honorable  committee,  and 
if  you  will  grant  me  your  indulgence, 
I  will  speak  as  briefly  as  possible  in 
behalf  of  a  measure  that  has  been  in- 
troduced in  this  Congress,  and  re- 
ferred to  this  honorable  committee. 

The  bill,  which  Is  known  to  this 
oommittee  as  H.  R.  13477,  has  been 
drafted  after  a  thorough  and  exhaust- 
ive consideration  of  all  the  conditions, 
which  have  proved  the  absolute  in- 
adequacy of  the  present  law,  which 
the  measure  in  question  is  designed  to 
amend. 

Secretary  Moseley  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  in  a  letter  ad- 


dressed to  me  several  months  since,  in 
reply  to  an  open  letter  previously  ad- 
dressed to  Chairman  Knapp,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  JouBNAL  of  the  Swttch- 
men's  Union,  made  the  following 
statement:  "The  Safety  Appliance 
law  was  enacted  primarily  for  the  pro- 
tection of  employes  in  the  train  ser- 
vice of  railroads,  and  in  its  admin- 
istration of  this  law  the  commission 
has  earnestly  endeavored  to  procure 
for  employes  the  largest  possible 
measure  of  safety."  Further  on  Mr. 
Moseley  makes  another  statement 
which  is  as  follows: 

"It  is  doubtless  true  that  there  are 
deficiencies  in  the  construction  of  the 
present  style  of  automatic  couplers, 
which,  under  certain  conditions,  make 
it  impossible  for  these  devices  to  be 
operated  In  conformity  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  statute."  In  the 
face  of  these  two  clearly  defined  de- 
clarations, coming  as  they  do  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  one  of  two  things  is  self- 
evident:  either  the  Safety  Appliance 
Act,  as  it  now  reads,  is  a  failure  when 
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It  comes  to  securing  the  end  for  which 
it  was  enacted,  or,  as  a  mechanical 
contrivance,  the  coupling  devices  now 
in  general  use,  do  not  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  statute.  My  con- 
tention before  this  honorable  body  is, 
that  the  latter  cause  is  the  case,  if 
the  two  terms,  "coupling  by  impact" 
and  "shall  apply  in  all  cases,  whether 
or  not  the  couplers  brought  together 
are  of  the  same  kind,  make,  or  type," 
mean  anything  in  determining  the 
function  of  the  coupling  devices  in 
use,  and  their  requirements  in  ser- 
vice. 

At  this  point  it  might  be  well  for 
me  to  give  you  some  information 
bearing  on  the  Safety  Appliance  Act 
when  it  was  pending  in  its  incipient 
stage  before  the  fifty-sixth  Congress. 
In  the  month  of  November,  1891,  a 
committee,  previous;^  appointed  at 
the  annual  Railroad  Commissioners' 
convention,  held  a  meeting  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  a  delegation  of 
the  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid  Associa- 
tion was  heard  on  the  subject  of 
safety  appliance  legislation.  At  that 
time  there  was  a  bill  pending  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  known  as 
H.  R.  7612.  This  measure,  among  its 
general  provisions,  specified  that  with- 
in the  prescribed  time  (which  I  think 
was  five  years)  all  cars  used  in  moving 
interstate  traffic  should  be  equipped 
with  automatic  couplers  of  the  master 
car  builders'  tjrpe.  The  switchmen 
who  constituted  the  delegation  in  ques- 
tion were  unequivocally  instructed  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  pending 
measure  in  that  form.  Ss^opsis  of 
the  testimony,  with  the  protests  of 
the  switchmen,  is  as  follows: 

Frank  Sweeney,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid  Associa- 
tion, on  this  occasion  representing  the 
Federal  Order  of  Railway  Employes, 
testified  as  follows: 

"I  desire  to  say  that  I  represent  the 
Federal  Order  of  Railway  Employes, 
and  have  come  here  today  by  request 
of  this  committee  (the  Committee  on 
Safety  Appliances)  to  give  what  In- 
formation I  can  on  the  draw-bar  ques- 
tion. I  also  wish  to  say  that  there  is 
present  a  committee  of  practical 
switchmen,  who  are,  no  doubt,  quali- 
fied to  speak  on  this  matter.  Now 
then,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  rep- 


resenting any  particular  draft  iron  or 
draw-bar.  I  will  say,  however,  that  I 
do  consider  that  the  draft  irons  now  in 
use  are  an  imposition  on  the  switch- 
men; in  fact,  by  introducing  so  many 
draft  irons  the  duties  of  the  switch- 
men have  been  made  extremely  haz- 
ardous. Their  occupation,  before 
these  many  devices  were  introduced, 
was  dangerous  enough,  but  now,  as  I 
said  before,  it  is  extremely  hazardous, 
and  as  a  consequence,  the  switchmen 
are  the  victims  of  accidents,  day  after 
day,  over  which  they  have  no  control. 
Tears  ago  men  could  educate  them- 
selves so  as  to  avoid  a  great  many  by 
experience,  but  now  it  is  quite  differ- 
ent. It  is  an  impossibility  to  switch 
cars  without  something  new  present- 
ing itself." 

Question  by  Commissioner  Croker — 
"Mr.  Sweeney,  are  you  in  favor  of  any 
legislation  on  this  subject;  I  mean 
legislation  by  Congress?" 

Mr.  Sweeney — "I  am  in  favor  of 
this:  that  there  should  be  a  uniform- 
ity in  the  height  of  draw-bars,  and 
there  should  be  some  steps  taken, 
whether  through  legislation  or  other- 
wise, that  would  have  a  direct  bear- 
ing on  this  subject." 

Question  by  Commissioner  King — 
"Do  switchmen  have  special  charge  of 
coupling  the  cars?" 

Mr.  Sweeney — "Yes,  sir;  a  switch- 
man's duty  is  coupling  and  uncoupling 
cars  from  the  moment  he  begins  to 
work  until  he  quits.  In  fact,  they 
have  more  experience  in  that  business 
than  any  other  class  of  employes  To. 
the  service." 

Testimony  of  D.  D.  Sweexet: 

Mr.  Sweeney — "As  a  switchman,  I 
consider  the  link  and  pin  more  favor- 
able to  our  business.  It  Is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  new  ones  (M.  C. 
B.  type  of  coupler)  are  all  right  when 
they  are  on  a  straight  line;  then  we 
can  couple  them,  but  as  soon  as  they 
get  on  a  curve,  or  a  bad  piece  of 
track,  we  cannot  couple  them." 

Commissioner  King — ^"Do  you  mean 
to  say  that  you  can  take  two  couplers 
of  the  master  car  builders'  type  In 
perfect  order,  and  on  any  ordinary 
curve  you  have  about  a  station,  on 
switches,  etc.,  if  they  are  on  a  curve 
that  they  will  not  couple  " 

Mr.  Sweeney — "Nine  times  out  of 
ten,  sir,  they  will  not,  because  there 
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is  not  play  enough  to  allow  them  to 
couple." 

Testimony  of  Samuel  Hebbbling 
(now  International  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of 
North  America): 

Mr.  Heberling— "Mr.  President  and 
gentlemen:  For  the  last  five  years  I 
have  followed  switching  strictly  for 
a  living;  I  have  made  a  study  of  the 
business  and  I  am  working  for  a  ter- 
minal transfer  line.  We  exchange  cars 
from  one  railroad  to  another  and  do 
a  general  transfer  business.  We 
handle  all  the  cars  that  are  handled 
by  the  Western  roads,  and  we  meet 
with  cars  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  therefore  it  gives 
us  an  opportunity  to  come  In  contact 
with  the  various  appliances  connected 
with  those  different  cars.  What  we 
want  is  a  uniform  type.  In  regard  to 
these  patent  couplers,  I  am  not  par- 
ticular what  bar  is  adopted  so  we  have 
a  uniform  bar  of  some  kind.  When 
the  rain  and  snow  are  falling  in  the 
night,  and  you  have  only  a  lamp  to 
show  you  the  surroundings,  in 
coupling  cars,  I  tell  you  these  differ- 
ent appliances  are  extremely  hazard- 
ous, and  very  much  more  so  than  if 
they  were  of  the  common  type.  Now, 
in  regard  to  the  different  draw-bars, 
I  understand  it  was  represented  here 
today,  by  what  I  can  infer  from  the 
questions  submitted  to  some  of  the 
committee,  who  spoke  here  this  after- 
noon, that  it  was  not  necessary  to  go 
between  the  cars  to  couple  or  un- 
couple the  type  of  coupler  that  the 
master  car  builders,  I  believe,  endorse. 
I  understand  that  is  a  type  of  knuckle 
coupler  on  the  same  principle  as  the 
Janney.  I  want  to  say  to  you  that  I 
can  take  two  of  these  cars  and  can 
throw  one  at  the  other  to  make  a 
coupling,  but  I  will  tell  you  that  the 
consequence  will  be  that  both  knuckles 
will  be  broken.  I  say  that  you  have 
got  to  go  between  the  cars  to  make 
them  couple;  you  have  got  to  put  the 
knuckles  in  position,  and  you  have 
got  to  go  between  the  cars  to  uncouple 
them  very  often. 

Commissioner  Rogers — "There  is  a 
device  by  which  you  can  cut  the 
cars  from  the  outside  if  it  is  kept  in 
order,  isn't  there?" 

Mr.  Heberling— "There  is  a  device 
by  which  you  can  cut  the  cars, 
Irat   I   have   failed   to   see    a   device 


that  would  adjust  the  knuckle.  Here 
is  what  I  would  like  to  see  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  have  to  risk  their 
lives  in  this  dangerous  employment, 
a  uniform  coupler  of  some  kind,  what- 
ever this  committee  deems  the  best 
coupler  in  their  Judgment  after  hear- 
ing all  the  arguments  submitted  to 
them,  a  uniform  coupler  of  some  kind, 
and  of  uniform  height,  and  if  we  had 
that  I  tell  you  it  would  save  the  lives 
of  many  men.  But  here,  at  the  pres- 
ent tlme«  we  have  new  appliances 
thrust  upon  us  that  make  it  a  very 
dangerous  thing  to  do  the  coupling." 
Following  this  hearing,  when  Con- 
gress reconvened,  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced which,  instead  of  having  the 
words  "automatic  couplers  of  the  mas- 
ter car  builders'  type,"  it  had  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "couplers  coupling 
automatically  by  impact."  This 
change,  however,  proved  only  a  make- 
shift, for  the  railroads  went  ahead  and 
equipped  their  cars  with  the  "master 
car  builders'  type,"  Just  as  if  the  orig- 
inal measure  htfd  passed  and  legalize 
the  M.  C.  B.  type  of  coupler.  The 
coupler  against  which  this  committee 
of  switchmen  protested  in  the  incip- 
iency  of  the  Safety  Appliance  Act,  is 
the  identical  design  which  is  in  gen- 
eral use  today.  It  was  contended  by 
the  advocates  of  the  M.  C.  B.  type  of 
coupler,  that  the  dangers  developed 
concerning  this  coupler,  at  the  time 
of  the  convention  referred  to  above, 
were  solely  on  account  of  having  to 
couple  this  device  with  the  link  and 
pin,  and  that  when  the  transition 
period,  from  the  old  to  the  new  design 
was  consummated,  the  dangers,  above 
enumerated,  would  disappear.  Not 
only  has  that  contention  proved  abso- 
lutely false,  but  the  record  of  deaths 
and  injuries,  incidental  to  switching 
and  handling  cars,  have  been,  and  are 
now,  so  persistently  on  the  increase, 
that  unless  these  devices  are  elimin- 
ated from  service,  the  work  of  the 
switchmen  will  involve  such  dangers, 
compared  with  which  enlistment  in 
an  army,  engaged  in  perpetual  war, 
would  prove  a  haven  of  refuge.  In 
other  words,  if  the  switchmen  of  the 
next  four  years  are  required  to  go 
ahead  and  perform  the  duties  devolv- 
ing on  them,  as  the  increasing  re- 
quirements of  service  become  more  and 
more  exacting,  and  no  improvement  is 
made  in  the  present  coupling  designs, 
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the  records  of  their  perpetual  slaugh- 
tering and  maiming  will  read  like  a 
daily  massacre. 

Before  I  proceed  further  with  the 
casualty  record  to  switchmen  and 
other  railway  employes,  I  will  giye 
you  an  outline  of  the  present  attitude 
of  the  master  car  builders  themselves 
toward  the  general  design  of  the 
coupler  now  in  use.  As  long  ago  as 
189.8«  P.  Leads,  superintendent  of  ma- 
chinery for  the  Louisville  ft  Nashville 
Railroad,  read  a  paper  on  'Ck)upler 
Defects'  before  the  Central  Association 
of  Railroad  Officers,  in  which  he  pro- 
pounded the  following  question: 

"Does  the  present  style  of  vertical- 
plane  coupler  meet  with  all  require- 
ments;   has  it  come  to  stay?" 

Following  this  compound  query,  he 
made  this  emphatic  averment: 

"A  concise  statement  of  my  opinion 
would  be  an  emphatic  negative  to  the 
first  question,  and  an  equally  emphatic 
affirmative  to  the  last,  and  what  are 
you  going  to  do  about  it?" 

Then  follows  this  most  remarkable 
statement  by  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion: 

'*It  seems  to  me  scarcely  credible, 
or  creditable,  that  the  adoption  of  this 
device  should  have  resulted  from  a 
careful  Investigation  of  the  conditions 
and  requirements  of  service,  which 
are:  first,  that  the  concussion  should 
be  evenly  and  squarely  met  on  a  cen- 
tral line;  second,  that  the  pulling 
strain  should  be  on  a  central  line  to 
avoid  all  tendency  to  crowd  the  flanges 
against  the  rail;  third,  that  the  con- 
nection should  be  so  flexible  that  there 
should  be  no  unnecessary  friction  at 
any  time,  or  difficulty  in  coupling  on 
any  practical  curve;  fourth,  that  the 
device  should  be  capable  of  having  its 
strength  Increased  to  meet  future  re- 
quirements of  heavier  motive  power; 
fifth,  that  it  should  be  always  oper- 
ative; sixth,  that  there  should  be  as 
great  uniformity  as  there  is  In  the 
link  and  pin."  "In  my  opinion,"  the 
writer  continued,  "the  present  style 
of  vertical-plane  coupler  contains  none 
of  these  essentials." 

You  will  note  the  fact,  gentlemen, 
that  the  paper  from  which  the  above 
extracts  are  taken,  was  read  two  years 
before  the  railroads  had  completed 
the  equipment  of  their  entire  service 
with  the  M.  C.  B.  type  of  coupler.  The 


six  "essentials."  which  Mr.  Leads  pro- 
claimed are  lacking  in  the  present 
coupler,  are  in  direct  line  with  what 
the  switchmen  of  today  realize  as 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  an  auto- 
matic coupler  perfect,  and  give  them 
immunity  from  the  dangers  now  at- 
tendant upon  their  duties,  and  caus- 
ing the  yearly  decimation  of  their 
numbers. 

To  what  extent  the  averments  of 
Mr.  Leads  has  been  corroborated  by  a 
review  of  coupler  defects  in  more  re- 
cent years,  I  will  next  endeavor  to 
show  you.  At  the  Master  Car  Build- 
ers' convention,  1901.  there  was  a  re- 
cital of  experiments,  which  some  of 
the  master  car  builders  made  to  deter- 
mine the  defects  and  Inherent  limita- 
tions of  the  couplers  in  general  use. 

At  said  convention,  R.  P.  C.  Sander- 
son made  the  following  statement: 

"At  a  small  repair  yard  I  was 
watching  a  16x24  switch  engine  pull  a 
single  side-dump  car  off  the  rip  track, 
that  had  just  had  a  new  coupler  put 
in,  and  that  coupler  was  pulled  in 
two;  the  material  was  good;  it  was 
not  broken  by  the  tension  strain,  but 
the  head  was  wrenched  off." 

Following  this  was  a  narration  by 
C.  A.  Schroyer,  which  was  as  follows: 

"In  regard  to  the  point  brought  for- 
ward by  Mr.  Sanderson,  we  took  up 
that  question,  and  determined  the 
pressure  occasioned  by  the  lateral  mo- 
tion of  cars  rounding  curves,  between 
long  and  short  cars,  and  found  that 
the  side  motion  of  these  cars  produce 
pressures  sidewise  of  from  3,006  to 
57,000  pounds  on  the  couplers  on  our 
largest  cars.  That  was  done  by 
making  the  carrier  iron  wider  than 
the  ordinary  carrier  iron,  and  filling 
up  the  space  between  the  stem  of  the 
bar  and  the  carrier  Iron  with  a  lead 
block,  and  found  the  Impression  In 
the  lead  block  was  five-sixteenths  of 
an  inch.  We  afterwards  put  the  mate 
under  the  compression  machine,  and 
found  it  required  57.000  pounds  to 
compress  the  block  to  the  same  extent 
it  had  been  compressed  on  the  car.  We 
realize  the  importance  of  giving  our 
cars  some  lateral  motion." 

Mr.  Sanderson,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Schroyer's  recital  of  his  experiment, 
remarked,  "There  must  be  a  change  in 
the  design  of  the  present  coupler. 
Their  continuation  means  worn  rails, 
bursted   draft   gear,    split    draft    tlm* 
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bera^  damaged  carrier  irons,  worn 
flanges,  and  increased  tractive  resist- 
ance to  trains." 

Ton,  gentlemen,  will  note  the  fact 
that  the  experiments  and  their  re- 
sults, as  here  detailed,  were  made 
more  than  six  years  ago.  The  discoT- 
ery  and  report  of  such  disastrous  con- 
sequences, incidental  to  the  contin- 
uance of  the  design  of  coupler  in- 
volved in  the  above  discussion,  should 
have,  from  a  common-sense  standpoint, 
resulted  in  an  organized  effort,  on  the 
part  of  the  master  car  builders,  to  re- 
tire from  service  by  the  substitution 
of  a  coupling  device  that  would  be 
more  in  conformity  to  the  require- 
ments of  service.  No  such  action, 
however,  has  been  taken. 

At  the  last  Master  Car  Builders* 
convention,  at  Atlantic  City,  in  June 
of  last  year,  a  review  of  "Coupler  De- 
fects" developed  the  same  series  of 
experiments,  with  practically  the 
same   results. 

Among  others  things,  Mr.  Brazier, 
of  the  New  York  Central,  made  the 
following  statement: 

"We  averaged  during  the  last  thirty 
days,  or  up  to  the  time  I  came  to  the 
convention,  2,492  broken  couplers  on 
the  New  York  Central." 

Considering  the  excellent  conditions 
in  which  the  New  York  Central's 
tracks  are  kept,  and  gauging  the  total 
number  of  breakages  of  couplers  by 
the  number  broken  on  the  New  York 
Central  in  thirty  days'  time,  and  that 
during  the  most  favorable  period  of 
the  year,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable, 
that  the  total  number  of  broken 
couplers  per  year  in  the  United 
States,  must  reach  the  enormous  ag- 
gregate of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand.  Doubtless  it  is  considerably 
more  when  all  conditions  of  weather 
and  trackage  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation. 

One  of  the  main  features  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  coupler  defects  at  the  last 
Master  Car  Builders'  convention  was 
the  trouble  of  the  uncoupling  lever,  or 
release  rod  now  in  general  use. 

Mr.  Schroyer  testified  on  this  point 
as  follows:  "The  amount  of  backward 
and  forward  motion  of  draw-bar  con- 
siderably affects  the  trouble  we  are 
now  having  with  broken  links  and 
clevises  of  our  uncoupling  apparatus. 
The  bent  uncoupling  rod  is  due  large- 
ly to  that.    The  use  of  any  uncoupling 


apparatus  that  will  do  away  with  the 
trouble  will  be  an  excellent  thing  for 
us  to  have." 

I  want  to  say  here,  that  the  un- 
coupling levers  which  are  now  being 
used,  have  proved  the  most  unreliable 
feature  of  the  present  coupler  mechan- 
ism. 

I  will  next  touch  upon  some  of  the 
suggestions  made  at  the  last  Master 
Car  Builders*  convention  as  a  remedy 
for  the  evils  developed  in  the  rigid 
coupler.  On  this  point  T.  H.  Russon 
spoke  as  follows: 

"The  time  will  come,  if  it  is  not 
here  now,  when  we  must  have  more 
lateral  movement  for  our  couplers. 
When  on  a  curve  the  trainman  can- 
not uncouple  a  car,  from  the  fact  that 
the  coupler  is  gripped  so  tightly  by 
the  binding,  he  is  forced  to  move  the 
train  to  uncouple.  On  our  large  Jour- 
nal axles  the  collars  are  wearing  more 
rapidly  than  the  Journal  reduces  in 
diameter,  and  in  a  short  time  we  will 
be  strapping  axles,  due  to  the  wear  of 
the  collar  on  the  Journal.  If  there  is 
more  lateral  movement  in  our  couplers 
that  will  be  reduced;  also  the  wheel 
fianges  will  be  considerably  helped  by 
more  lateral  movement  of  the  coupler." 

R.  L.  Kliene.  on  the  same  subject 
spoke  as  follows: 

"In  regard  to  the  additional  side 
motion,  the  committee  recommended 
not  less  than  two  and  one-half  inches 
side  clearance.  This  seems  to  be 
about  the  maximum  side  clearance  at 
which  the  couplers  will  mate.  If  you 
get  more  than  two  and  one-half  inches 
side  clearance,  and  the  car  is  some- 
what off  center,  then  the  point  of  the 
knuckle  will  strike  on  the  guard-arm. 
With  an  increased  side  limit,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  bring  the  coupler 
back  to  the  central  position  of  the 
car,  and  we  will  have  to  guard  against 
that." 

On  this  question  of  increasing  the 
side  limit,  I  want  to  emphasize  the 
fact,  with  such  increase,  the  plan  be- 
ing generally  adopted,  the  dangers  to 
the  switchmen  in  handling  such  cars 
in  freight  yards,  will  be  materially 
increased,  I  feel  safe  in  saying,  two- 
fold. It  will  then  frequently  occur 
that  the  switchman  will  have  to  go 
between  the  cars  and  push,  with  hand 
or  foot,  one  or  both  couplers  into 
alignment,  and  even  hold  one  in  align- 
ment as  the  cars  come  together.    The 
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designers  of  this  method  of  relieving 
the  "lateral  strain'*  have  not  taken 
into  consideration  the  increasing  ele- 
ment of  danger  to  men  in  yard  ser- 
vice, who  have  to  handle  these  cars. 

The  flexible,  or  swivel-head  coupler, 
that  is  one  with  head  swiveled  on 
shank,  will  accomplish  the  end  sought, 
provided  the  guard-arm  is  extended 
sufficiently  forward  to  include  the 
lateral  divergence  of  the  respective 
centers  of  the  couplers  to  be  coupled. 

The  flexible-head  coupler  is  now  in 
extensive  use  on  cars  in  passenger 
service,  and  their  application  to 
freight  service  is  the  one  remedy  for 
the  evils  that  have  been  enumerated. 
It  is  the  design  of  coupler  that  will 
stand  the  test  prescribed  in  the  pend- 
ing measure.  On  the  swivel-head 
coupler  there  is  no  specific  patent,  and 
this  legislation  cannot  be  regarded  as 
tending  to  give  a  monopoly  of  the 
coupler  manufacturing  business  to 
any  one  concern. 

If  Mr.  Schroyer  or  Mr.  Sanderson 
had  followed  their  experiments  with 
the  rigid  coupler,  with  the  swivel- 
head  coupler  upon  the  same  cars,  and 
around  the  same  curves,  instead  of  a 
67,000  pounds  registered  side  pressure, 
they  would  have  had  less  than  300 
pounds  side  pressure,  without  increas- 
ing the  lateral  play  or  motion  of  the 
coupler  shank. 

I  have  thus  reviewed  the  attitude 
of  the  master  car  builders  on  the  sub- 
ject of  coupler  defects,  to  show  this 
committee  that  the  railroads  are  with- 
out a  modicum  of  defense  in  perpet- 
uating the  use  of  the  present  design 
of  coupler,  even  from  an  economic 
standpoint.  Consequently  their  op- 
position to  this  bill.  H.  R.  13477,  if 
they  have  any,  can  have  no  substantial 
grounds,  unless  it  be  the  pecuniary  in- 
terests of  the  manufacturing  concerns 
who  are  today  supplying  the  railroads 
with  the  defective  designs,  which  are 
causing  the  slaughter  of  the  railway 
employes  of  the  country  by  the  thou- 
sands every  year. 

Qentlemen,  I  am  constrained  to  be- 
lieve no  honestly-intentioned  man  will 
oppose  the  passage  of  this  measure, 
and  if  there  be  one.  I  imagine  it  will 
take  him  a  long,  long  time  trying  to 
explain  his  antagonism  to  a  bill  that 
is  so  eminently  fair  In  every  particu- 
lar. 


Can  any  man  with  the  faintest  spark 
of  humanity  in  his  heart  subscribe  to 
the  perpetuity  of  the  astounding  year- 
ly slaughter  on  our  railroads?  I  will 
answer,  no! 

Before  I  leave  this  point,  I  wish  to 
call  the  committee's  attention  to  an 
article  which  appeared  in  the  Joubnal 
or  THE  Switchmen's  Union  for  No 
vember.  1907,  under  the  following 
caption: 

*'A  Pertinent  Question. 

"Anent  the  passage  of  an  addi- 
tional 'Safety  Appliance  Law'  by  the 
next  Congress,  while  there  dan  be  no 
possible  Justification  or  excuse  for  the 
railroads  in  pursuing  the  course  (be- 
cause it  may  be  cheaper),  it  neverthe- 
less is  a  mooted  question,  when  it 
comes  to  one  of  practical  economy. 

President  Roosevelt,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Safety  Appliance  Congress,  which 
was  held  in  this  city  some  months 
since,  made  the  following  statement: 
"As  modem  civilization  is  constantly 
creating  artificial  dangers  of  life, 
limb  and  health,  it  is  imperative  upon 
us  to  provide  new  safeguards  against 
new  perils.  In  legislation,  and  in  our 
use  of  safety  devices  for  the  protec- 
tion of  workmen,  we  are  far  behind 
European  peoples,  and  in  consequence, 
in  the  United  States  the  casualties, 
attendant  upon  peaceful  industries, 
exceed  those  which  happen  in  great 
perpetual  war.  Many,  even  most  of 
these  casualties,  are  preventable,  and 
it  Is  not  supportable  that  we  should 
continue  a  policy  under  which  life 
and  limb  are  sacrificed  because  it  is 
supposed  to  be  cheaper  to  maim  and 
kill  than  to  protect  them." 

While  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
plain,  in  fact,  conclusive,  to  every 
reasoning  mind,  that  the  adoption  and 
use  of  the  most  up-to-date  safety  ap- 
pliance devices  can  be  secured  only 
under  the  passage  and  enforcement  of 
an  effective  safety  appliance  law,  the 
JouBNAL  contends  that  the  railroads, 
towards  whom  safety  appliance  legis- 
lation is  primarily  and  necessarily  di- 
rected, have  not  even  the  pretext  of 
economy  to  rely  upon  in  defending 
their  disregard  of  those  essentials  of 
safety  while  they  persist  in  using 
equipment  that  is  yearly  sending 
thousands  to  untimely  graves,  or  turn- 
ing them  out  as  permanent  cripples 
upon     society.      The     two     principal 
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causes,  which  are  responsible  for  the 
aggregation  of  casualties  in  railway 
transportation,  are  the  frequency  of 
colllslonB  and  conditions  which  make 
common  the  practice  of  going  between 
or  under  the  cars  while  the  railway 
employe  is  engaged  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  ordinary  duties.  Both  of 
these  classes  of  accidents,  whose  vic- 
tims for  the  last  year  reached  the 
enormous  aggregate  of  about  sixty- 
five  thousand,  are  "preventable."  At 
least,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  75  per 
cent,  of  them  would  be  entirely  avoid- 
ed, if  the  most  improved  designs,  in 
the  line  of  block-signal  systems  and 
coupling  devices,  were  in  use  on  the 
railroads.  Conceding  this  to  be  a 
fact,  which  is  incontrovertible,  what 
would  the  saving  from  a  pecuniary 
standpoint  amount  to?  Under  the 
••ESmployers*  Liability  Act,"  coupled 
with  the  railroads'  responsibility  for 
accidents  to  their  patrons,  the  lowest 
estimate  in  the  measure  of  damages 
which  must  be  paid  this  army  of  vic- 
tims, at  the  low  average  of  $2,000  per 
head,  would  be  $100,000,000.  Add  to 
this  the  damage  done  to  railway  equip- 
ment, which  will  reach  at  least  $20,- 
000,000,  and  we  have  the  enormous 
sum  of  1120,000,000,  which  must  come 
from  the  gross  earnings  of  railroads 
as  a  tribute  for  perpetuating  the  de- 
fective devices  now  in  general  use. 
Of  course,  this  enormous  outlay  for 
damages  to  person  and  property  must 
be  borne  by  the  patrons  of  the  rail- 
roads, for  it  is  a  rule  of  the  roads  to 
charge  the  settlement  of  damage 
claims  and  the  destruction  of  railway 
equipment  to  "operating  expenses.^' 
The  next  proposition  to  consider  is 
the  magnitude  of  this  outlay,  or  more 
properly  speaking,  waste  of  funds. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  million  dol- 
lars a  year  is  equivalent  to  6  per  cent 
interest  on  two  billion  four  hundred 
million  dollars.  With  these  facts  be- 
fore us.  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the 
amount  thus  lost  or  expended  in  one 
year,  two  years  at  most,  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  equip  every  car  in  the  United 
States  with  the  most  improved  type 
of  coupling  device,  and  stock  every 
mile  of  railway  with  a  perfect  auto- 
matic block-signal  system  that  would 
make  collisions  impossible.  In  the 
face  of  such  an  imposing  array  of 
facts,  which  no  one  can  gainsay  or 
dispute,  the  question  naturally  arises: 
why  do  not  the  railroads  see  the  econ- 


omy of  using  the  most  improved  de- 
signs of  equipment  and  adopt  them 
accordingly?  One  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion can  be  very  readily  found  in  the 
fact,  that  so  long  as  the  railroads  can 
show  such  an  aggregate  of  "operating 
expenses"  as  will  necessarily  include 
the  millions  per  annum,  paid  out  for 
damages  under  the  present  regime,  so 
long  will  they  be  able  to  suppress  the 
public  clamor  for  "reduction  of  rates." 
Another  answer,  which  can  be  made 
by  reasonable  inference,  is  the  fact 
that  the  railway  officials  who  contract 
for  defective  equipment  in  use,  and 
the  manufacturing  firms  who  supply 
them,  do  not  have  to  stand  for  the 
measure  of  damages  Incidental  to 
their  continuance.  Taking  all  of  these 
facts  into  consideration,  it  follows  as 
an  inevitable  conclusion  that  economy 
of  service  (operation)  cuts  no  figure 
with  the  railroads,  at  least  with  those 
who  have  their  management  (or  mis- 
management)  in  hand." 

The  next,  and  I  might  say  the  last, 
subject  for  consideration,  which  I  sub- 
mit to  this  honorable  committee,  is 
the  present  attitude  of  the  public  and 
the  press  newspapers  and  periodicals 
in  general,  towards  the  persistent  and 
alarming  increase  in  railway  casual- 
ties. Scarcely  a  week  now  passes 
without  some  writer's  colitribution  to 
some  magazine  or  daily  newspaper, 
with  such  captions  as  "Alarming  In- 
crease in  Railway  Casualties,"  **The 
Railways'  Fearful  Contribution  to 
Death's  Daily  Harvest,"  "This  Coun- 
try Leads  the  World  in  Railway 
Slaughter,"  "Railway  Casualties 
Greater  Than  That  Experienced  in 
Any  of  Our  Recent  Wars,"  "Railway 
Casualties'  Ghastly  Record,"  and 
others  too  numerous  to  mention.  If 
I  were  to  undertake  to  read  all  of 
these  articles,  many  of  which  have 
been  republished  in  the  Journal  of 
THE  Switchmen's  Union  within  the 
last  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  it 
would  consume  this  entire  day  in 
doing  so.  It  will  answer  my  purpose, 
however,  to  recur  to  but  one  which 
recently  appeared  in  the  Sunday 
Magazine,  This  magazine  is  pub- 
lished and  circulated  in  connection 
with  several  of  the  largest  daily 
papers  of  the  country,  among  which 
are  the  Chicago  Record-Herald  and 
New  York  Tribune,  and  doubtless 
reaches  millions  of  readers.  The 
article  in  question  is  from  the  pen  of 
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W.  G.  FitzGerald.  and  from  It  I  take 
the  following  excerpt: 

"Railboaob'  Tebbibls  Habyest." 

"Now,  the  railroad  figures  are  per- 
haps the  most  complete  and  trust- 
worthy of  all,  thanks  to  the  work  of 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
It  Is  shown  that  railroading  and  trav- 
eling on  the  railroad  Is  more  than 
twice  as  dangerous  as  It  was  fifte^i 
years  ago.  And  If  the  present  rate  of 
Increase  continues  during  the  next 
five  years  there  will  be  sixty  thou- 
sand slaughtered  and  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  Injured.  Here, 
then,  Is  a  vast  army  of  victims  to  our 
Industrial  Juggernaut  now  under  sen- 
tence of  death  and  to  be  executed  by 
the  railroads  far  more  surely  than  by 
any  State  law. 

The  present  average  Is  about  thirty 
killed  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  In- 
jured every  day  of  the  year.  And,  as 
I  have  said,  the  ratio  Increases  In  spite 
of  automatic  couplings  and  scientific 
safety  devices.  Where  one  man  in 
thirty-five  was  killed  or  Injured  in 
1889  the  figures  are  now  one  in  nine- 
teen. The  roads  kill  one  out  of  every 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  their  em- 
ployes, while  In  Austria  the  figures 
are  only  one  In  one  thousand  and  fifty- 
seven.  And*  nations  like  Germany, 
with  comparatively  low  proportion  of 
casualties,  mark  over  50  per  cent  of 
these  'avoidable.'  The  security  of  a 
railroad  passenger's  life  on  a  British 
or  German  line  is  more  than  twice  as 
great  at  it  is  here  at  home.  In  the 
first  nineteen  days  of  last  year  our 
systems  killed  outright  one  hundred 
and  thlrty-slx  persons,  and  mangled 
one  hundred  and  ten  more.  But  on  all 
of  the  lines  of  the  German  empire  in 
one  year  only  seventy-four  lives  were 
lost,  and  in  France  only  eighteen.  But 
in  the  same  jrear  we  killed  ten  thou- 
sand and  forty-six,  and  injured  eighty- 
four  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five. 

The  figures  of  the  railroad  casual- 
ties, given  out  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
attract  newspaper  thunder  and  the 
lightning  of  public  indignation.  But 
constant  Iteration  makes  us  grow 
accustomed  to  them.  We  come  at 
length  to  accept  with  resignation  this 
perpetual  war  on  humanity,  as  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  calls  It^  'more  bloody 


and  persistent  than  any  civil  and  in- 
ternational warfare  recorded  in  his- 
tory.* 

Perhaps  If  by  a  miracle  all  acci- 
dents could  be  held  up  for  six  months, 
and  then  this  nation  and  all  the  world 
were  shocked  by  the  slaughter  of  a 
quarter  of  a  million  in  a  single  day. 
something  might  result." 

Contrary  to  the  Intimation  contained 
in  this  last  paragraph,  regarding  the 
arousing  of  the  public  mind  on  this 
terrible  and  ever-growing  record  of 
railway  slaughter,  I  want  to  say  that 
a  silent,  thoughtful  study  of  this  ques- 
tion Is  now  engaging  the  heads  of 
every  household  in  the  land.  The  peo- 
ple are  waking  up  to  the  enormity  of 
this  persistent  Increase  in  railway 
casualties.  The  frequent  diatribes 
that  are  emanating  from  the  press, 
arraigning  those  who  may  be  respon- 
sible for  this  perpetual  calendar  of 
death,  are  but  the  echo  of  that  right- 
eous Indignation  which  is  now  burn- 
ing In  the  breast  of  every  thoughtful 
American,  and  which  is  voiced  in  a 
general  clamor  for  effective  measures 
that  will  terminate  this  regime  of 
human  slaughter.  Where  the  power 
to  terminate  it  lies,  there  the  respon- 
sibility for  Its  continuance  must  in- 
evitably be  placed.  That  power  is  to- 
day vested  in  the  eighteen  men  who 
compose  this  august  committee,  and  in 
the  constituency  of  a  similar  commit- 
tee in  the  Senate  of  this  Congress,  for 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
what  these  two  committees  report  on 
this  measure  to  their  respective  legis- 
lative bodies,  it  will  be  adopted  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  if  not  by 
unanimous  vote.  The  expectant  eyes 
of  millions  of  good  citizens  are  now 
focused  upon  this  committee  and  the 
result  of  its  deliberations  in  these 
premises.  In  the  two  measures  bear- 
ing on  the  safety  appliance  question, 
which  are  now  before  this  committee, 
one  requiring  a  more  perfect  design 
of  automatic  block-signal  system  than 
is  now  In  vogue,  and  their  general 
adoption  by  the  railroads,  the  other 
requiring  the  elimination  of  defective 
coupling  designs,  through  a  test  under 
government  supervision,  that  will 
have  the  effect  to  raise  the  standard 
of  efficiency  to  the  requirements  of 
service,  there  is  comprehended  that 
full  measure  of  remedial  legislation, 
the  enactment  of  which  into  law  will 
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have  the  positive  effect  to  reduce  the 
railway  casualty  record  at  least  76 
per  cent  These  two  measures  should 
go  hand  in  hand,  that  is,  they  should 
be  made  running  mates  and  thus  pass 
both  houses  of  this  Congress. 


No  Need  of  Unemployed  Class. 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  ap- 
parent that  "the  real  problems  of  life 
in  America  today  are  neither  eccle- 
siastical nor  governmental;  they  are 
industrial."  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  adaptability  of  the  American 
mind.  It  is  ever  ready  to  grapple 
with  a  new  problem  and  attempt  to 
wrest  from  it  a  solution.  The  Los 
Angeles  Record  asked  ex-Mayor  Her- 
bert Quick  of  Sioux  City,  la.,  to  write 
a  brief  statement  on  the  subject, 
"What  About  the  Unemployed."  His 
response  is  characteristically  Ameri- 
can.   It  follows,  in  part: 

"If  the  men  of  any  country  were  to 
form  in  line  at  its  shore,  throw  10  per 
cent,  or  1  per  cent.,  of  their  numbers 
into  the  breakers,  and  then,  in  the 
name  of  charity,  cast  in  life-preserv- 
ers for  a  quarter  of  the  drowning,  we, 
as  a  Christian  people,  should  freeze 
with  horror  at  the  atrocity  of  it. 

"But  how  would  it  be  if  this  in- 
human practice  were  ours,  were  hoary 
with  age  and  based  on  some  supposed 
Spartan  necessity?  Most  of  us  would 
stolidly  bow  to  the  horrid  custom, 
prasring,  meanwhile,  for  immunity  for 
ourselves  and  our  loved  ones.  We 
should  praise  those  who  furnished  and 
threw  in  the  cork  mattresses.  We 
should  subscribe  to  life-saving  funds. 
We  should  cite  with  much  comfort  the 
history  of  a  darker  age,  when  no 
buoys  were  furnished  and  all  were  let 
to  drown,  and  so  prove  our  advance- 
ment 

'To  the  devilishness  of  the  cruelty 
to  these  drowning  brethren,  for  whom 
there  was  ample  room  on  shore,  we 
should  be  mostly  blind.  Having  eyes 
we  should  see  not 

"The  black  hoodwink  of  Things  as 
They  Are  makes  bats  and  moles  of  us 
all.  If  we  could  but  tear  it  once  from 
our  eyes,  and  see  fairly  the  vision  of 
Things  as  They  Should  Be,  we  should 
view  as  crimes  acts  and  conditions 
that  now  seem  natural;  and  among 
these  crimes  would  be  written  down 


the  mere  fact  of  the  existence  among 
us  at  all  of  a  class  of  unemployed. 

"There  is  no  more  need  of  an  un- 
employed class  than  there  is  of  a 
drowning  class. 

"The  unemployed  are  a  drowning 
class.  We  have  not  consciously  lined 
up  at  the  shore  and  thrown  them  into 
the  surf  of  penury,  but  unconsciously, 
through  our  institutions,  we  have  done 
that  very  thing. 

"For  every  bare  foot,  there  are  idle 
hands,  ready  to  make  shoes;  for 
every  shivering  and  cough-racked 
body,  unemployed  labor  begs  the  boon 
of  spinning,  weaving,  sewing,  cloth- 
ing; and  there  is  no  hard  pallet  on 
which  puny  babyhood  suckles  the  bar- 
ren breasts  of  half-starved  maternity 
but  somewhere  stands  industry  yearn- 
ing to  come  to  it  with  com  and  wine 
and  milk  and  honey. 

"Something  grips  society  like  a 
great  hand  and  squeezes  1  per  cent. 
or  10  per  cent  of  us  out  of  the  ranks 
of  the  workers  and  into  the  sea  of 
idleness.  There  is  room  and  plenty  on 
the  shore  for  all;  but  in  the  plant  of 
Things  As  They  Are  is  some  force 
that  throws  out  these  poor  victims  to 
drown.  It  is  not  necessary.  It  is  the 
cruel  crime  of  social  blindness — the 
more  cruel  because  unintentional.  The 
iron  hand  that  plucks  out  the  weak 
and  unwary  and  hurls  them  Into  the 
gulf  of  monopoly — monopoly  of  oppor- 
tunity, of  self-employment,  of  high- 
ways, of  lands,  of  mines,  of  forests,  of 
the  marts  of  trade. 

"And  monopoly  is  a  thing  as  pure- 
ly of  our  own  Invention,  as  absolutely 
within  our  power  to  cure,  as  the  de- 
fects in  our  houses,  or  the  absurdities 
of  our  spelling.  The  work  of  society, 
if  society  is  to  live,  is  cut  out  for  it: 
It  must  do  away  with  the  array  of 
monopolies  that  line  up  at  the  shore 
and  throw  our  brethren  and  sisters 
into  the  maelstrom  of  worklessness." 
— The  Citizen,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


"Are  you  the  defendant?"  asked  a 
man  in  the  court  room,  speaking  to  an 
old  negro. 

"No,  boss,"  was  the  reply.  "I  hain't 
done  nothin'  to  be  called  names  like 
that  I've  got  a  lawyer  here — ^he  does 
the  defensing." 

"Then  who  are  you?" 

"I'se  de  gemmun  what  stole  de 
chickens." — Exchange. 
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The  Umit. 

(Written    hy    Bro.   E,    E.    Poore,    All 
Saints*  Hospital,  McAiester,  Okla,) 

An    old-timer,    grizzled    and    marked 

with  scars, 
Who   for  eighteen  years  had  Juggled 

box  cars. 
Approached  a  clerk  in  an  office  chair 
Who  blew  cigarette  smoke  high  In  the 

air. 
And  asked  of  him  in  a  civil  way 
If  the  trainmaster  would  be  in  that 

day. 

"What  is  your  business?"  the  clerk  re- 
plied. 

As  with  air  sedate  he  calmly  eyed 

The  grizzled  old-timer  from  head  to 
shoes, 

While  he  sniffed  the  air  for  the  smell 
of  booze. 

"I'm  looking  for  work,"  the  old-timer 
said. 

But  the  clerk  looked  wise  and  shook 
his  head. 

"You'll  never  do,  your  to  old,"  said 
he. 

"Why  your  age  at  least  must  be  forty- 
three. 

Your  hairs  turning  grey  and  your 
whiskers  too. 

>Yhat?  A  finger  off,  that  would  never 
do. 

Our  age  limit  here  is  twenty-eight. 

And  you  have  to  be  sound  and  up-to- 
date." 

Just  then  the  yardmaster  opened  the 

door 
And,  as  he  entered  the  office,  swore. 
"That  confounded   hoozier  you   hired 

last  night 
Has  got  everything  in  the  yard  blocked 

right 
He    outran    the    boghead    to    a    stub 

switch 
And  put  the  whole  business  into  the 

ditch. 

Three    cars    and    the    engine    upside 

down 
So  I  x^n't  get  a  train  in  or  out  of  the 

town. 
The  hoozier  tore  down  the  barb-wire 

fence 
For  fifty  yards  and  went  hither  from 

hence. 
No.  2  and  3  are  almost  dne. 
So  figure  it  out,  for  it's  up  to  you." 


The  old-timer  passed  out  the  office  door 
With   a  smile,   for   he'd   heard   these 

things  before. 
And  said  to  himself  as  he  passed  along, 
"This  age  limit  business  is  all  dead 

wrong; 
For  it  seems  like  a  man  is  poorly  paid 
For  serving  his  time  to  learn  a  trade." 

As  he  walked  along,  he  thought  it  o'er, 
Then    exclaimed,   "I    will    tackle    the 

game  once  more!" 
Then  he  hied  himself   to    a   barber's 

chair. 
Shaved  off  his  whiskers  and  colored 

his  hair; 
Put  on  a  collar  four  inches  high. 
Then  hid  his  shirt  with  a  red  necktie. 

He  painted  his  cheeks  a  rosy  red, 
While  a  bran  new  skypiece  covered  his 

head; 
Then  polished  his  shoes  till  they'd  daz- 
zle your  eyes. 
Then  next  a  pair  of  kid  gloves  he  buys 
And  stuffed  the  empty  finger  stall 
Until  you  couldn't  tell  he'd  lost  one 
at  all. 

In  the  trainmaster's  office  next  opens 

the  scene 
With  the  old-timer  blushing  like  sweet 

sixteen 
As  he  said  to  the  haughty,  dignified 

clerk, 
"I'm  a  farmer  boy,  looking  for  railroad 

work; 
I'm  twenty-two  years  and  six-foot  tail 
And  have  never  been  on  top  a  box-car 

at  all." 

Said  the  smiling  clerk,  "I  am  glad  you 

came; 
To  hire  young  element  is  our  aim. 
They  do  their  work  in  a  cheerful  way 
And  are  not  so  particular  about  their 

pay. 
They  never  kick  or  agitate  strikes. 
Which  are  things  our  company  greatly 

dislikes. 

Our  company  physician  you  need  net 

pass, 
We're  not  so  particular  with  men  of 

your  class. 
Here's  a  switch  key,  lamp  and  book  of 

rules. 
They  are  all  you  will  need  in  the  way 

of  tools. 
Take  this  note  to  the  yardmaster  as 

soon  as  yon  can. 
For  he's  working  Just  now  and  is  short 

a  man." 
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THE  POOR  MAN'S  PROPERTY. 

The  great  object  of  unionism  and 
the  great  objection  to  it  by  its  organ- 
ized opposition  is  not  a  matter  of 
wages  or  hours.  The  securing  of  con- 
cessions and  the  granting  of  them  is 
no  solution  of  the  labor  problem.  It 
is  simply  a  compromise,  leaving  the 
situation  itself  unchanged. 

A  well-fed  slave  is  still  a  slave. 
Whether  the  slave  has  a  hard  or  an 
easy  lot  he  is  nevertheless  a  slave. 
Conditions  of  slavery  are  but  inci- 
dentals; the  fact  of  slavery  is  the 
fundamental  and  essential  evil. 

The  disposition  on  the  part  of  labor 
to  add  demand  to  demand  does  not 
arise  from  a  spirit  of  selfishness.  It 
is  the  soul  of  the  laborer  seeking  the 
transformation  of  freedom,  reaching 
out  in  a  clumsy  way  for  a  larger  lib- 
erty In  life. 

•  •     • 

The  statue  of  "Liberty  Enlightening 
the  World"  is  our  national  emblem  in 
art  Freedom  is  the  watchword  of  our 
nation.  But  our  freedom  thus  far  is 
limited,  and  may  well  be  summarised 
in  these  terms:  "Man  is  free  politic- 
ally. We  have  struggled  with  thrones 
and  tyrannies  and  have  won  victory. 
If  we  sufTer  misgovemment  today,  we 
have  ourselves  to  blame.  So  man  is 
free  in  religious  matters.  We  have 
battled  with  priesthood  and  eccleelas- 
ticism  and  have  gained  the  right  to 
worship  according  to  our  conscience. 
If  we  remain  evil,  the  fault  is  at  our 
own  doors.  In  these  realms  we  are 
practically  free,  shapers  of  the  laws 
and  creeds  for  ourselves.  These  mat- 
ters have  already  retarded  develop- 
ment. But  in  the  way  of  work,  in 
what  is  for  most  of  us  most  intimate, 
we  are  little  better  than  slaves  living 
under  necessity,  obes^ing  machines,  at- 
tending to  masters." 

•  •    • 

The  real  labor  question  is  not  a 
question  of  larger  wages  and  shorter 
hours,  but  a  question  of  freedom  for 
the  man  who  labors. 

Why,  we  haven't  yet  reached  the 
first  step  in  industrial  freedom.  We 
haven't  yet  come  to  accept  the  right 
to  work  as  a  real  right.  In  our  ad- 
vanced industrialism,  the  words  of 
Tnrgot  sound  so  strange  that  one  al- 
most hesitates  to  utter  them:  "God, 
hy  giving  to  man  wants  and  making 


his  recourse  to  work  necessary  to  sup- 
ply them,  has  made  the  right  to  work 
the  property  of  every  man;  and  this 
property  is  the  first  the  most  sacred, 
the  most  imprescriptible  of  all." 

The  first  step  away  from  industrial 
slavery  is  to  recognise  the  sacredness 
of  the  property  of  the  poor — the  right 
to  work.  This  will  require  no  revision 
of  our  laws—only  a  completer  inter- 
pretation of  them. 

•  •    • 

The  other  day  the  writer  undertook 
to  intercede  in  behalf  of  a  young  man 
charged  with  vagrancy.  His  crime 
was  that  he  did  not  have  any  visible 
means  of  support.  He  was  convicted 
and  sent  to  Jail  as  a  common  crim- 
inal, why? — simply  because  Justice 
was  blind  and  could  not  distinguish 
that  the  young  man  possessed,  and 
was  looking  industriously  for  an  op- 
portunity to  invest  it.  a  property  more 
sacred  than  any  piece  of  real  estate  or 
any  pile  of  architecture  in  this  city — 
the  right  to  work. 

The  thousands  of  unemployed  men 
in  our  streets  are  not  vagrants:  they 
are  not  mendicants.  They  are  not  ob- 
jects of  charity.  They  are  the  victims 
of  national  heresy— of  a  misconstrued 
constitution,  of  misinterpreted  laws. 
They  are  not  so  much  a  menace  as 
they  are  menaced.  They  are  the  pos- 
sessors of  great  property  rendered 
valueless  by  influences  inimical  to 
every  ideal  of  Americanism  and  hu- 
manity. 

•  •    • 

The  Citizen  cannot  become  recon- 
ciled to  the  paternalism  assumed  by 
self-styled  philanthropists  toward  the 
unemployed.  It  is  fictitious.  It  is  a 
mere  assumption.  The  man  who  looks 
upon  the  unemployed  as  a  creature 
craving  charity  is  neither  a  good 
American  nor  a  wise  humanitarian. 
The  unemployed  man  is  like  a  man 
with  large  holdings  of  real  estate  in 
the  midst  of  a  busted  real  estate  boom. 
He  has  as  much  property  as  he  had  in 
the  days  of  prosperity,  but  it  is  only 
a  burden  to  him.    He  is  property  poor. 

It  is  as  much  of  a  crime  to  lead  the 
unemployed  man  to  a  soup  kitchen  as 
it  is  to  put  him  in  Jail. 

There  is  a  way — there  are  several 
ways — to  provide  work  for  the  unem- 
ployed. But  it  is  not  the  purpose  of 
this  article  to  suggest  ways  and  means. 
Its  purpose  is  to  awaken  the  public  to 
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some  extent  to  the  fact  that  the  prop- 
erty of  the  poor  is  the  most  sacred  of 
all  property,  i^  it  i»  the  basis  and 
builder  of  all  property  values. 

It  was  Abraham  Lincoln  who  said: 
*'It  is  assumed  that  labor  is  available 
only  in  connection  with  capital;  that 
nobody  labors  unless  somebody  else 
owning  capital,  somehow  by  the  use 
of  it,  induces  him  to  labor.  Labor  is 
prior  to  and  independent  of  capital, 
which  could  not  have  existed  if  labor 
had  not  first  existed.  Labor  is  the  su- 
perior of  capital  and  deserves  jnuch 
higher  consideration." 

There  Is  more  than  sentiment  in  the 
lines  Cardinal  Gibbons  once  quoted  at 
Wilkesbarre  before  a  gathering  of 
members  of  the  miners'  union: 

"God  bless  the  noble  working  men. 
Who  rear  the  cities  of  the  plain, 
Who   dig  the  mines  and   build   the 

ships, 
And  drive  the  commerce  of  the  main. 
God   bless  them,   for  their   swarthy 

hands 
Have  wrought  the  glory  of  our  lands." 


Property  is  the  magic  word  in  this 
country  today.  For  the  protection  of 
property  there  is  no  institution  or  in- 
fluence of  the  nation  that  may  not  be 
easily  enlisted.  Government,  execu- 
tives, courts,  troops — all  our  national 
equipments — stand  alert  to  obey  the 
summons  of  this  American  monarch, 
Property.  The  citizen  may  vote  as  he 
pleases,  and  pray  as  he  pleases.  But 
to  displease  this  deified  despot  means 
the  institution  of  injunctions,  or  the 
arraying  of  troops,  or  anjrthing  neces- 
sary to  protect  the  sacred  personifica- 
tion. 

^Tiat  of  the  Property  of  the  Poor? 
We  have  been  bowing  to  a  false  god. 
There  is  a  property  that  deserves  and 
demands  every  particle  of  protection 
the  nation  can  give.  That  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  common  citizen — the  right 
that  insures  him  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness — ^the  right  to  a 
good  American  job. 

"And  the  right  of  a  man  to  labor  and 

his  right  to  labor  enjoy — 
Not  all  of  your  laws  can  strangle  that 

right,    nor    the    gates    of    hell 

destroy. 
For  it  came  with  the  making  of  man 

and  was  kneaded  into  his  bones. 


And  it  will  stand  at  the  last  of  things 
on  the  dust  of  crumbled 
thrones." 

— The  Citizen,  Los  Angeles,  0<a. 


What  American  Labor  Asks  Today 

••We  ask 

To  put  forth  just  our  strength,  our  hu- 
man strength. 

All  starting  fairly,  all  equipped  alike." 
"But  when  full  roused,  each  giant 
limb  awake. 

Each  sinew  strung,  the  great  heart 
pulsing  fast. 

He  shall  start  up  and  stand  on  his  own 
earth. 

Then  shall  his  long  triumphant  march 
begin, 

Then  shall  his  being  date." 

— Browning. 


The  Trainmen's  Journal  for  January 
carries  an  intimation  that  this  anion 
was  in  collusion  with  railroad  officials 
to  defeat  the  trainmen  in  their  strike 
on  the  Ck)lorado  &  Southern  Ry.,  last 
July  and  August. 

Such  is  not  the  truth.  The  S.  TJ. 
had  14  members  working  In  Denver  In 
the  C.  &  S.  yards  and  they  went  out 
and  stayed  out  with  their  trainmen 
brothers,  as  they  should  have  done. 

The  Trainmen's  Journal  of  Septem- 
ber, 1907,  does  not  harmonize  with  the 
January  issue,  1908.  This  is  what  that 
magazine  had  to  say  in  September, 
page  829: 

Every  yard  man,  regardless  of  aflill- 
ation  of  organization,  left  the  service 
of  the  company  in  response  to  the 
strike  order. 

Again  on  page  830: 

The  strike  on  the  Colorado  ft  Sonth- 
em  was  a  remarkable  one  in  several 
respects.  The  withdrawal  from  the 
train  and  yard  service  of  every  memr 
ber,  and  of  almost  every  other  employe, 
regardless  of  affiliation,  was  a  feature 
that  does  not  often  occnr  In  railroad 
strikes. 

And  the  Trainmen's  Journal  could 
have  truthfully  added,  that  the  remark- 
able feature  never  did  occur  where 
the  trainmen  rendered  assistance  to  the 
switchmen. 
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The  Dying  Scab. 

Into  a  little  country  village,  on  a  cold 

December  day. 
There  came  a  drunken  wanderer,  his 

hair  was  turning  gray, 
His    hat   was   old    and    battered,    his 

clothes  were  rent  and  torn. 
And    his   worn-out    shoes    let   in    the 

snow  that  bitter  winter  morn. 

The  children  fled  from  him,  with 
mingled  fear  and  hate. 

The  grown-up  ones  just  sneered,  say- 
ing, "The  scab  has  met  his  fate." 

None  gave  him  any  succor  in  all  that 
little  town; 

So  to  a  shed  he  wandered,  and  on  the 
earth  lay  down. 

His  strength  was  spent  from  hunger, 

his  days  were  nearly  done. 
And  thus  the  good  priest  found  him  at 

the  setting  of  the  sun. 
The  good  man  knelt  beside  him,  and 

bowed  his  head  to  pray. 
When  to  the  people  standing  nigh  the 

dying  man  did  say: 

'In  this  pretty  little  village,  long  ago 

I  used  to  live, 
I  had  as  good  a  wife  and  home  as  God 

to  man  could  give; 
My    friends   were    numbered    by    the 

score,  I  was  liked  by  one  and  all, 
Till  I  betrayed  the  union  men,  'twas 

then  came  my  downfall. 

"I  started  in  strike-breaking  and  old 

friends  to  scab. 
I  made  honest  men  desert  their  cause 

by  my  ready  gift  of  gab, 
I   did   the   boss's  bidding,    I    worked 

from  early  mom, 
Little  thinking  they  would  ever  turn 

and  treat  me  with  such  scorn. 

"But  now  I  see  my  folly,  they  shun 

me  with  a  curse. 
And  my  soul  Is  rent  asunder  by  the 

anguish  of  remorse; 
My  children   have   deserted    me,   my 

wife  she  died  from  shame, 
And  my  gray-haired  father  cursed  me, 

for    I    disgraced    his    honored 

name. 

"In  my  dreams  I  see  the  children, 
hear  them  crying  out  for  bread; 

Hear  the  weeping  wives  and  mothers 
whose  loved  ones  then  had  fled; 


Fathers,  husbands,  sons  and  brothers, 
I  have  driven  from  their  home, 

By  my  shameless,  unfair  methods,  in 
this  old  Fair  Haven  town. 

"My  shame  I'd  flaunt  at  keen  distress, 

for  the  bosses  paid  me  well. 
And  for  their  filthy  money  I  have  sent 

my  soul  to  hell. 
On  Sundays  I  would  go  to  church,  and 

loudly  there  I'd  sing. 
Then  drown  with  drink  my  conscience, 

when  I  heard  its  warning  ring. 

"But  now  I  am  dying,  and  for  pardon 

dare  not  ask 
From  the  God  I  have  offended. by  my 

misdeeds  in  the  past. 
I  can  see  the  imps  of  Satan  leering  at 

me  as  I  die; 
God's  pity,  but  I  used  to  dream  of  the 

sweet  by-and-by. 

"So,  now,  all  good  people,  take  a  dying 
scab's  advice 

And  never  go  strike-breaking,  regard- 
less of  the  price. 

For  the  bosses  will  desert  you  when 
the  men  have  won  their  fight; 

God  will  never  see  them  lose.  He 
knows  their  cause  is  right. 

So  if  you  are  ever  tempted,  no  matter 
where  you're  from. 

Just  remember  God-forsaken,  heaven- 
abandoned  Tom." 

— Weekly  Bulletin  of  the  Clothing 
Trades, 


Teacher  (to  the  smallest  boy  in  the 
class) — "What  well  known  animal  sup- 
plies you  with  food  and  clothing?" 

Smallest  boy  (after  some  thought) 
— "My  father."— jMd(;e. 


Two  travelers  got  into  conversation, 
and  one  of  them  was  most  attentive  to 
the  other,  pressing  cigars,  papers  and 
refreshments  upon  him.  Their  destin- 
ation was  the  same  town,  and  the  seem- 
ingly much-interested  one  insisted 
that  his  traveling  companion  come  to 
his  home  for  the  night  This  com- 
pleted the  latter's  astonishment.  He 
felt  compelled  to  ask  the  reason  for 
such  unlooked-for  hospitality.  He  was 
enlightened  by  his  would-be  host  reply- 
ing: "My  wife  says  I  am  the  ugliest 
man  In  the  world,  and  I  just  want  her 
to  have  a  look  at  you." — Exchange. 
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PREACHER  DONS 

TOILER'S  GRAB 


Tries  to  Get  Job,  Fails,  Then  Tells 
of  His  Experiences. 


•  In  order  to  give  his  congregation  the 
benefit  of  his  personal  research,  the  Rev. 
E.  Comble  Smith,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the 
RlTerside  Methodist  Church,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  preached  a  sermon  in  which  he 
told  of  his  futile  efforts  to  secure  em- 
ployment after  canvassing  the  city  in 
various  disguises.  The  previous  an- 
nouncement of  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
mon attracted  a  large  audience  to  the 
church. 

The  speaker  declared  that  the  pres- 
ent times  are  worse  than  those  experi- 
enced during  the  period  commonly 
known  as  the  panic  of  '93. 

Hkabd  Piteous  Pleas. 

*'I  had  heard  the  wail  of  the  unem- 
ployed, the  piteous  plea  for  help.  The 
lines  of  suffering  and  care  were  writ- 
ten deep  on  many  a  brow.  Idle  men 
were  walking  the  streets  of  Buffalo 
clamoring  for  bread  who  but  a  few 
months  ago  found  their  labor  in  de- 
mand. Helpless  women  and  children 
were  existing  near  the  starvation 
point.  The  newspapers  portrayed  in- 
tense misery  and  suffering.  Factories 
closed,  shops  idle,  railroad  reducing 
equipment  and  men. 

"I  exchanged  my  ministerial  dress 
for  a  soft  hat,  a  short,  shabby  coat,  a 
turn-down  collar  and  a  dirty  tie,  and 
then  with  a  pair  of  trousers  and  a  coat 
once  black,  but  now  a  doubtful  green, 
completed  my  outfit  as  a  shabby  clerk 
who  was  urgently  in  need  of  work. 

"I  started  early  in  the  morning  on 
the  principle  that  the  early  bird 
catches  the  worm,  and  spent  some  time 
taking  my  bearings,  but  finally  re- 
solved to  try  the  large  department 
stores  first.  I  stood  outside  the  first 
one  feeling  very  much  in  the  'shall  I 
get  into  the  bath'  mood,  and  at  last 
made  a  dash  for  it  and  asked  to  see  the 
manager.  He  saw  me  without  hesita- 
tion, but  when  he  heard  my  errand 
said.  'I'm  very  sorry,  but  we're  hard 
put  to  it  to  keep  our  own  men  busy.' 
Rebutf  After  Rebuff. 

"Still  this  was  only  rebuff  and  I 
tried  another.     *We  only  hire  experi- 


enced clerks,  and  at  this  season  of  the 
year  are  not  taking  on  any  extra  help.* 
At  the  third  store  I  was  told  to  come 
again  in  April. 

**I  then  turned  to  the  banks.  'Va- 
cancy!' exclaimed  the  cashier,  'why  we 
seldom  have  a  vacancy,  and  certainly 
have  nothing  to  offer  a  man  of  your 
age.'  The  secretary  of  another  bank 
said:  *We  seldom  hire  men  above  18 
or  19  years  of  age.  We  prefer  to  train 
our  own.  Sorry,  we  can't  do  anything 
for  you.' 

"A  large  wholesale  house  had  a  dozen 
names  on  the  waiting  list,  and  one  man 
was  good  enough  to  take  my  name  and 
address,  but  could  not  hold  out  hope  of 
employment  for  some  weeks  to  come. 
Another  informed  me  bluntly  that 
when  they  wanted  a  man  they  adver- 
tised for  one  and  would  take  their  pick 
of  a  hundred  who  eagerly  presented 
themselves. 

"Failino,  Always  FAim^fo." 

"Hour  after  hour  I  went  on,  failing, 
always  failing,  treated  kindly  enough, 
but  getting  no  nearer  work.  'My  God!' 
I  thought,  'if  this  were  only  real,  what 
heart-breaking  work  it  would  be.'  I 
pictured  what  it  would  mean  to  go 
home  day  after  day  to  an  anxious  wife, 
whose  first  look  at  my  discouraged  face 
would  be  enough.  I  thought  of  the 
children,  wondering  when  they  would 
get  a  good  dinner  again.  I  realized 
how,  week  by  week,  I  would  get  shab- 
bier and  more  ragged,  more  gaunt  in 
appearance,  less  self-confident,  less 
hopeful  until  we  all  sank  a  step  lower 
and  left  the  little  house  for  shabby 
lodgings,  and  pawned  our  things  to 
live.  Fadlis  descensus  avemi.  One 
step  out  might  be  one  step  down,  and 
then  evermore  to  be  snowed  under  in 
the  great  crowd." 


Ostend — "Say,  pa,  how  do  they  raise 
•political  plums'?" 

Pa— "By  grafting,  my  son."— ^x- 
ohange. 


A  young  man  who  had  a  silent  ad- 
miration for  a  young  lady  weat  with 
the  intention  of  proposing  to  her  one 
night.  He  sat  gazing  into  her  face  for 
a  long  while,  but  at  last,  looking  down 
suddenly,  he  exclaimed: 

"There's  a  feather  on  your  dress, 
Mary." 

"No  wonder."  she  said;  "I've  been 
sitting  next  a  goose  all  night!" — Life, 
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"CONfCSSIONSOf 

A  SIGNALMAN '' 

The  above  is  the  title  of  an  article 
written  by  one  "F.  O.  Fagan,"  and 
published  in  two  installments — Janu- 
ary and  February  issues — in  the  At- 
lantic  Monthly,  Without  a  doubt  the 
article  is  designed  to  be  a  DRASTIC 
ARRAIGNMENT  of  the  several  rail- 
way organizations  of  employes,  and  to 
saddle  upon  their  respective  members 
the  sole  culpability  and  responsibility 
of  the  persistent  Increase  in  railway 
casualties. 

"Money,  brains,  and  intelligent  labor 
form  the  combination  that  is  attempt- 
ing to  solve  the  problem  of  safe  and 
expeditious  transportation  on  the 
American  railroads." 

With  this  prelude  to  his  general 
animadversions  the  writer,  who  poses 
as  an  employe,  proceeds  to  expatiate 
on  the  duties  and  shortcomings  as 
well  as  the  efficiency  (strange  para- 
dox) of  the  railway  managers  and  su- 
perintendents in  general;  then  he  an- 
nounces regarding  the  frequency  and 
gravity  of  railroad  accidents  the  fol- 
lowing pronunciamento: 

"Fundamentally  it  is  not  a  question 
of  rules  or  safety  devices,  but  of  per- 
sonal conduct  and  habit  of  thought.*' 
Following     this      declaration,      the 
writer  attempts  to  show  by  citing  sev- 
eral cases  of  collisions  involving  great 
loss  of  life  that  the  habit  of  disre- 
garding signals  of  danger  or  caution 
was  the  cause  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
collisions   which    are    now    occurring 
with  such  terrible  frequency. 
In  the  second  installment  the  writer 
continues  his  policy  of  "logical  deduc- 


tion," which  l>egins  with  the  following 
paragraph: 

"The  problem  of  safety  in  railroad 
travel  has  been  discussed  from  widely 
differing  points  of  view  by  many  con- 
scientious investigators.  The  methods 
of  these  writers  in  marshaling  facts 
and  drawing  conclusions  are  usually 
identical.  The  formula  consists  of  a 
variety  of  proposed  remedies.  For 
results,  up  to  date,  we  have  a  library 
of  information  but  not  a  suspicion  of 
improvement  in  the  record  of  prevent- 
able fatalities.  Meanwhile  In  the  pub- 
lic mind  there  is  confusion  of  ideas 
and  considerable  doubt  as  to  the  prac- 
tical outcome  of  all  this  discussion. 
This  is  a  natural  state  of  affairs  for 
the  reason  that  the  only  factor  in  the 
situation  which  is  constant,  and  about 
which  there  is  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion, is  the  impotency  of  railroad  peo- 
ple in  coping  with  the  difficulties.*' 

The  key-note  of  this  paragraph — as 
the  writer  certainly  intended — is 
found  in  the  last  clause,  which  is  ital- 
icised to  show  its  significance.  The 
"impotency  of  the  railroad  people" 
can  only  refer  to  the  railway  man- 
agers and  general  superintendents,  in 
which  the  writer  would  have  the  pub- 
lic believe  that  these  high  function- 
aries, being  impotent  to  remove  the 
difficulties,  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for  the  frequent  recurrence  of  railway 
casualties.  At  this  point  the  question 
naturally  arises — if  the  management 
of  the  great  railroad  systems  of  the 
country  cannot  be  held  responsible  for 
the  casualties  that  are  continually 
occurring  on  their  lines,  who  then  can 
or  must  be  held  responsible?  It  is  a 
self-evident  proposition  that  for  every 
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accident  there  is  a  cause.  If  the  cause 
can  be  forestalled  or  its  existence  be 
annulled  or  removed  by  the  abolition 
of  certain  practices  or  a  change  in  cer- 
tain designs  of  mechanism  then  the 
accident  is  preventahle,  and  those  who 
fail  or  refuse  to  modify  such  death- 
courting  practices,  or  who  persist  in 
using  mechanical  contrivances  that 
are  short  of  the  requirements  of  ser- 
vice, when  devices  equal  to  every  con- 
dition in  securing  the  essentials  of 
safety  in  railway  travel  and  operation 
are  easy  to  obtain,  the  responsibility 
for  accidents  must  inevitably  be  placed 
upon  those  who  have  the  power  in 
the  above  premises  and  fail  or  refuse 
to  exercise  it.  The  next  paragraph, 
which  is  a  vain  effort  to  offset  this 
responsibility,  reads  as  follows: 

"We  may  continue  to  work  over  and 
reconstruct  our  rules  and  to  multiply 
our  safety  devices  until  we  compel 
trains  to  creep  from  station  to  sta- 
tion, yet  the  problem  will  remain  un- 
solved; the  needless  and  disgraceful 
sacrifice  of  life  will  continue  until 
trainmen,  enginemen  and  managers 
put  their  heads  together  and  agree  to 
adopt  a  new  code  of  morals." 

This  sounds  reasonable  and  fair 
enough  as  it  is  thus  read  in  a  single 
sentence,  but  the  animus  of  the  writer 
is  clearly  shown  in  the  sentence  which 
immediately  follows,  and  which  reads 
thus:  "To  begin  with,  it  will  be  well 
to  take  note  of  an  estimate,  made  after 
a  careful  study  of  figures,  that  fully 
85  per  cent,  of  the  fatalities  that 
occur  on  our  railroads  can  be  directly 
traced  to  the  negligence  of  employes." 
The  next  clause  is  doubtless  intended 
to  substantiate  this  averment,  and 
reads  as  follows:  "In  studying  the 
nature  of  these  accidents  and  the  con- 
ditions under  which  they  take  place, 
one  cannot  help  being  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  almost  every  possible 
way  in  which  trouble  can  occur  on  a 


railroad  is  foreseen  and  provided  for 
by  some  rule  or  safety  device.  So 
carefully  has  the  ground  been  studied 
and  worked  over,  that  in  every  case 
of  preventable  accident  it  can  almost 
be  taken  for  granted  that  an  employe 
is  to  blame." 

Following  this  averment  the  writer 
cites  cases  which  he  had  frequently 
noted  of  persistent  disregard  of  cer- 
tain rules  which  he  reported  to  the 
management,  but  the  latter  failed  to 
**take  any  steps  to  correct  the  evU 
habit."  Then  follows  this  unique 
statement: 

"A  short  time  ago,  in  a  report  issued 
by  the  New  Tork«  New  Haven  lb 
Hartford  Railroad,  President  Mellen 
stated  that  so  far  as  his  system  ef 
roads  was  concerned,  increase  of  pay 
had  invariably  been  followed  by  de- 
crease of  efficiency.  Mr.  Mellen,  of 
course,  has  the  reports  and  the  figures 
to  substantiate  his  opinion.  The  state- 
ment is  plain  enough,  although  its 
meaning  is  somewhat  obscure.  That 
decrease  in  efficiency  has  been  the 
natural  sequence  and  effect  of  higher 
wages,  or  that  men  lose  interest  in 
their  calling  or  grow  more  careless  in 
their  habits  with  every  addition  to 
their  natural  prosperity  is  manifestly 
absurd." 

"Absurd"  as  it  seems  to  be,  the 
writer  makes  no  effort  to  controvert 
the  statement,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
accepts  it  as  true,  and  reconciles  the 
"absurdity"  with  the  following  explan- 
ation: 

"Nevertheless,  the  power  or  pressure 
that  induced  Mr.  Mellen  and  other 
railroad  managers  to  add  large  sums 
to  their  pay-roll,  is  also  responsible,  by 
the  exercise  of  its  influence  in  other 
directions,  for  decreased  efficiency. 
The  force  of  influence  to  which  I  call 
attention  is,  of  course,  the  railroad 
labor  organizations." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THB  SWITCHMBSN'S  UNION. 


809 


Following  this  Is  a  shedule  of  griev- 
ances wblch  the  writer  alleges  against 
labor  anions,  but  here  comes  the 
broad  gauge  and  malicious  He,  no 
greater  than  which  was  ever  uttered 
by  any  member-elect  of  the  Ananias 
Club: 

"This  grievance  consists  In  the  fact 
that  for  a  great  many  years  the  In- 
fluence of  the  railroad  labor  organiza- 
tions has  been  exerted  not  only  to 
raise  wages  and  to  Improve  conditions, 
which,  of  course,  are  perfectly  proper 
and  justifiable,  but  also  to  nullify  dis- 
cipline, destroy  personal  management 
and  authority,  and  to  obliterate  from 
all  schedules  and  working  agreements 
any  reference  to  or  consideration  for 
the  paramount  Interests  of  the  travel- 
ing public." 

After  Indulging  In  a  series  of  mean- 
ingless platitudes  the  writer  cites  the 
following  case  In  support  of  his  aver- 
ment: '*Only  a  short  time  ago  an 
englneman  was  promptly  discharged 
for  disregarding  a  signal  in  a  most 
inexcusable  manner.  The  case  was 
passed  up  higher  for  approval  of  the 
general  manager.  Meanwhile  the  man 
had  discovered  some  kind  of  an  ex- 
cuse for  his  action,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  look  into  the  matter. 
There  being  a  total  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  the  management  and  the 
grievance  committee,  the  heads  of  dif- 
ferent organizations  were  summoned 
from  some  Western  city  to  help 
straighten  out  the  dead-lock.  After 
a  while  the  man  was  put  back  on  his 
engine  and  the  report  passed  round 
that  the  case  had  been  settled  In  this 
way  In  the  interest  of  harmony.  No 
wonder  the  superintendent  who  was 
concerned  In  the  matter  threw  up  his 
hands  in  disgust,  and  exclaimed, 
'What's  the  use?'" 

Following  this  narrative  the  writer 
thus  comments:  "This  method  of  in- 
terfering with  discipline  may,  perhaps, 


be  proper  bnd  commendable  In  a  cigar 
factory  or  a  cotton  mill,  but  on  a  rail- 
road, where  the  lives  of  countless  peo- 
ple are  dependent  upon  obedience  to 
rules,  its  effect  upon  the  service  is 
absolutely  fatal." 

Taking  the  above  recital  of  a  case 
of  "disobedience  of  orders"  and  the 
comment  which  follows  it.  It  does  not 
require  a  stretch  of  imagination  to 
reach  the  natural  conclusion  that  In 
the  case  cited  a  certain  measure  of  the 
truth  was  suppressed  by  the  writer  In 
order  to  place  the  sole  culpability 
upon  the  englneman  in  question,  and 
In  so  doing  generalize  this  solitary 
act  Into  a  practice  or  habit  of  dis- 
obedience for  which  "85  per  cent."  of 
the  disastrous  wrecks,  with  their  con- 
sequent loss  of  life  and  property,  could 
alone  be  held  accountable.  If  the 
writer  really  desired  to  give  the 
WHOLE  TRUTH  to  the  public— for 
whom  his  articles  are  intended — he 
would  have  gone  into  further  detail 
and  not  only  showed  the  engineman's 
culpability  In  "disregarding  danger 
signals,"  but  he  would  have  set  forth 
and  analyzed  the  "some  kind  of  ex- 
cuse** which  the  culprit  "fiod  discov- 
ered** and  proved  that  It  was  no  ex- 
cuse at  all.  It  is  our  opinion  that  the 
"excuse"  in  question  amounted  to  an 
order  from  the  englneman's  superior 
to  go  ahead,  and  he  took  his  chances 
accordingly.  Otherwise  the  "culprit** 
would  not  have  been  so  promptly  re- 
instated by  the  "management" 

The  next  paragraph  is  Intended,  by 
the  writer,  as  a  further  Indication  of 
the  "impotenc)r"  of  the  "management" 
to  enforce  "discipline,"  and  reads  as 
follows: 

"But  unhappily  this  Is  not  the  whole 
story,  for  It  must  be  confessed  that 
the  public  frequently  Joins  hands  with 
the  organizations  in  defeating  the 
ends  and  aims  of  discipline.  After 
some  of  the  worst  and  most  inexcus- 
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able  accidents  that  have  occurred  on 
New  England  railroads,  petition  has 
followed  petition  into  the  railroad  of- 
fices with  the  expressed  object  of  in- 
fluencing the  management  to  reinstate 
men  in  the  service  who  have  been  con- 
victed of  inefficiency  or  unpardonable 
carelessness.  Of  course,  a  superin- 
tendent should  investigate  every  case 
on  its  merits,  but  the  verdict  of  the 
management  should  be  final." 

Without  entering  a  positive  denial 
to  the  writer's  extraordinary  aver- 
ment as  contained  in  the  above  para- 
graph, the  JouBNAX  herewith  makes  a 
peremptory  challenge  to  Mr.  Fagan  to 
produce  and  verify  a  single  case  in 
which  a  "petition"  emanating  from  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  "puWc"  was  ever 
presented  to  the  **managemenV*  of  any 
railroad  system  asking  the  reinstate- 
ment of  a  discharged  employe.  Such 
a  proposition  is  so  near  an  approach 
to  the  HYPERBOLE  that  it  can  only 
be  regarded  as  such.  The  climax, 
however,  to  the  writer's  tissue  of 
falacious  assumptions  is  found  in  the 
following  paragraph: 

**As  I  have  described  the  situation, 
the  circle  of  cause  and  effect  is  now 
complete.  Beginning  with  the  negli- 
gence of  employes,  which  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  primary  cause  of  these 
accidents,  I  next  took  up  the  matter 
of  discipline,  whose  function  it  is  to 
put  a  stop  to  this  negligence.  The 
system  was  found  to  be  altogether  in- 
adequate and  useless.  Finally  I  at- 
tempted to  demonstrate  that  the  labor 
organizations  are  responsible  for  the 
nature  of  this  discipline,  and  thus,  in- 
directly, for  accidents  resulting  from 
its  inefficiency.  Systems  of  discipline 
vary  on  different  roads;  nevertheless, 
these  contentions  are  sound  and  uni- 
versally applicable,  for  the  blight  of 
interference  with  the  management 
has  in  greater  or  less  degree  with- 
ered every  system  of  railroad  discip- 


line in  the  United  States,  and  exposed 
the  traveling  public  to  the  mercy  of 
service  that  is  inefficient  and  demor- 
alized. At  the  present  day  every  de- 
cision made  by  a  superintendent  is 
practically  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  grievance  conmiittee." 

In  the  following  paragraph  the 
writer  makes  a  strenuous  effort  to  im- 
press upon  the  reader  his  contention 
that  he  is — referring  to  the  labor 
unions  which  he  has  so  vilified  and 
scandalized  in  every  phrase  of  his 
libelous  article — "one  of  us." 

"Time  was  when  our  forgetfulness 
could  be  accounted  for  by  our  own 
poverty  and  sufferings,  but  these  un- 
happy conditions  no  longer  exist,  for 
today  we  are  probably  as  well  paid  and 
otherwise  as  well  provided  for  as  any 
other  class  of  workers  in  the  United 
States.  Nevertheless,  when  "WB"  are 
informed  that  in  the  year  1906  ten 
thousand  were  killed  and  a  hundred 
thousand  injured  on  the  American 
railroads  the  knowledge  does  not  seem 
to  'give  us  pause'  or  in  any  way  to 
ruffle  *OUR'  individual  self-satisfac- 
tion; while  'OUR*  organizations  look 
at  their  surroundings  silently  and  im- 
passively as  the  pyramids  and  obel- 
isks look  upon  the  Egyptian  desert." 

This  last  lie  is  too  monstrous  to 
constrain  the  credulity  of  even  the 
most  simple-minded.  If  any  doubt 
exists  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  on 
this  point,  let  such  a  one  compare 
what  the  writer  has  to  say  about 
"labor  unions"  with  the  certificate  of 
a  peerless  character  which  he  gives  to 
the  ''management"  (referring  to  those 
who  constitute  such)  in  the  following 
words: 

"As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  men  are 
among  the  hardest  worked,  most  thor- 
oughly capable  and  conscientious  men 
in  the  United  States.  No  combination 
of  men  from  the  public,  the  railroad 
commissioners  and  the  labor  organ iza- 
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tlons,  is  half  so  likely  to  be  Just  and 
impartial  as  the  Individual  judgment 
of  the  superintendent  upon  the  spot" 
The  reader  will  excuse  us  if,  at  this 
point,  we  pause  for  a  moment  to  RB- 
COVER  OUR  BREATH.  Here  is  the 
spectacle  of  the  *Hndividual  railroad 
superintendent,'*  like  the  Colossus  at 
Rhodes,  towering  above  all  other  fig- 
ures of  his  homogeniety,  with  a 
plethora  of  conscience,  wisdom  and 
jurisprudence,  between  whose  pedals 
of  jure  dictum  all  other  representa- 
tive bodies  of  religious,  social  or  civil 
cult  should  pass,  before  they  venture 
an  opinion  or  proclaim  a  principle; 
before  whose  imperial  dictum  every 
representative  of  men,  regardless  of 
whether  he  be  the  chosen  exponent  of 
sociology,  science  or  creed,  should  bow 
in  unconditional  obsequiousness,  and 
accept  his  ** conclusions**  as  infalliUe, 
final  and  irrevocable!!!  Could  such 
an  idea  ever  have  been  entertained  in 
any  other  than  a  prurient  brain  or  a 
distorted  fancy?  That  the  Atlantic 
Monthly^  whose  columns  have  always 
been  considered  as  being  open  only  to 
the  pen  of  the  philosopher,  sage  or 
critic  of  unquestionable  probity  and 
celebrity,  should  yield  up  fifteen  pages 
of  its  valuable  space  to  the  paralog- 
isms of  this  ranting  sycophant  is  a 
divergence  from  its  rules  which  the 
Journal  cannot  understand,  unless  it 
is  explained  in  the  fact  that  the  At- 
lantic Monthly  has  been  subsidized  by 
the  coterie  of  railroad  managers  and 
superintendents  which  the  writer  of 
the  two  articles  in  question  is  seeking 
to  veneer.  Reviewing  this  literary 
medley  as  a  whole,  what  conclusion 
are  we  warranted  in  reaching?  Speak- 
ing for  ourselves  we  are  fixed  in  the 
conclusion  that  the  writer  cannot  show 
a  bona-fide  membership  card  to  any 
labor  organization  which  is  identified 
with  railway  operation;  that  he  is 
some  shyster  lawyer  who  has  been  re- 


cently advanced  to  the  dignity  (?)  of 
assistant  counsel  to  some  railroad  cor- 
poration, and  in  his  zeal  to  serve  his 
new  clientele  his  pruriency  has  per- 
verted his  better  judgment.  In  the 
January  issue  of  the  Joubnal  we  had 
occasion  to  publish  an  article  from  the 
pen  of  E.  B.  Phelps  with  our  criticism 
of  its  fallacies  and  errors.  We  thought 
at  the  time  that  the  legerdemain  or 
loffical  deduction  had  reached  Its 
climax  by  Mr.  Phelps  in  his  summary 
of  causes  regarding  the  railway  cas- 
ualty record,  but  so  transcendent  is 
this  last  article  in  its  vagaries  of 
assumption  and  pronunciamento  when 
it  comes  to  fixing  the  blame  for  the 
perpetuation  and  increase  of  railway 
accidents  that  the  former,  when  com- 
pared with  the  latter,  is  made  to  ap- 
pear Platonic.  While  Mr.  Phelps,  in 
his  article  does  not  fail  to  show  a 
measure  of  hostility  in  his  reference 
to  those  labor  organizations  that  have 
to  do  with  railroad  operation,  he  is 
even  more  severe  in  dealing  with  the 
methods  of  the  average  railroad  "man- 
agement" The  latter  he  charges  with 
being  the  primary  cause  of  the  per- 
sistent increase  in  railway  slaughter, 
while  he  makes  the  former  only  sec- 
ondary. Mr.  Phelps  very  properly 
emphasizes  the  necessity  for  a  general 
application  of  up-to-date  safety  ap- 
pliances as  indispensable  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  casualty  record,  while  the 
"Signalman"  contends  that  every  re- 
source for  securing  and  installing 
safety  devices  has  been  exhausted 
without  accomplishing  any  definite  re- 
duction of  the  casualty  record — for  all 
of  which  the  labor  organizations  are 
held  not  only  primarily  but  solely  re- 
sponsible. When  the  "Signalman"  an- 
nounces that  ten  thousand  were  killed 
and  one  hundred  thousand  were  in- 
jured on  the  railroads  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  "disobedience  of 
orders"  was  the  sole  cause  of  this  com- 
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plement  of  death  and  injury,  he  makes 
no  effort  to  classify  this  fearful  aggre- 
gation of  victims*  nor  does  he  tonch 
npon  the  variety  of  causes  which  con- 
stitute so  many  factors  in  this  equa- 
tion of  death.  Without  other  informa- 
tion the  reader  of  his  articles  would 
have  to  conclude  that  every  casualty 
resulting  in  the  death  or  maiming  of 
some  individual  was  the  result  of  a 
collision  in  which  an  order  or  rule 
emanating  from  the  "management" 
had  been  disregarded,  that  the  patrons 
of  the  railroads  were  the  sole  suffer- 
ers, while  the  army  of  employes  had 
escaped  unscathed.  The  monstrosity 
of  such  a  lie  is  too  apparent  upon  its 
face  to  be  worthy  of  any  comment. 
Heretofore  the  Joubnal,  in  its  sum- 
mary and  assignment  of  causes  that 
go  to  swell  the  accident  record,  has 
always  relied  upon  the  Quarterly  Ac- 
cident Bulletin.  The  reason  why  we 
take  this  instead  of  the  commission's 
"Annual  Report"  is  because  this  record 
does  not  include  trespassers  upon  the 
"right  of  way,"  accidents  at  crossings 
or  in  the  railroad  shops,  but  is  con- 
fined to  passengers  and  employes  in 
actual  service.  The  Bulletin  record 
of  1907  shows  that  5,000  were  killed 
and  76,286  were  injured.  Were  all 
these  killed  in  collisions  where  '^dis- 
obedience  of  orders**  was  the  common 
practice,  as  the  "Signalman"  would 
"make  believe"?  Of  this  fearful  ag- 
gregate the  Bulletin  shows  that  only 
776,  about  one-seventh«  were  killed, 
and  9,450,  about  one-eighth,  were  in- 
jured in  collisions  of  all  classes.  The 
record  further  shows  that  of  the  above 
ghastly  record  the  deaths  to  passen- 
gers amounted  to  647,  while  the  death 
list  to  employes  amounted  to  4,357,  or 
about  85  per  cent  of  the  whole;  that 
of  the  record  of  injured  13,596  were 
passengers,  and  62,689  were  employes, 
the  latter  record  being  nearly  five 
times  as  great  as  the  former.     With 


this  ghastly  record  before  us  the  whole 
problem  of  railway  casualties  can  be 
summed  up  in  three  agencies:  col- 
lisions, derailments,  promiscuous 
switching  and  handling  of  cars  in 
train  or  yard  service  in  which  the  men 
are  killed  or  injured  while  perform- 
ing their  respective  duties.  The  first 
two  assignments  include  the  total  of 
train  accidents,  and  with  few  excep- 
tions must  comprehend  the  total  list 
of  passengers  that  may  be  killed  or 
injured.  Can  these  casualties  be  pre- 
vented by  the  railway  management? 
Most  emphatically,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  they  can.  How?  By  substitut- 
ing the  "danger"  or  "cautious"  signal 
for  the  block  signal.  In  other  words, 
there  should  be  but  one  design  of 
signal,  and  that  the  stop  signal,  which 
would  have  the  efPect  to  stop  a  train 
that  is  about  to  enter  a  "hlocJC*  occu- 
pied by  another  train.  The  movement 
of  a  lever  in  the  hands  of  a  "signdh 
man,**  would,  with  the  latest  device, 
not  only  set  the  signal  which  would 
inform  the  engineman  he  must  bring 
his  train  to  a  stop,  but  would  also  set 
the  gauge  that  would  open  the  air- 
brake valve  and  close  the  throttle  if 
the  engineer  should  venture  too  far. 
Have  the  railway  managers  sought 
out  these  devices  and  proceeded  to  in- 
stall them?  Not  a  one  so  far  as  we 
can  learn,  except  on  a  few  miles  of 
road — here  and  there — for  experi- 
mental purposes,  and  then  it  was  at 
the  expense  of  the  inventor  or  pro- 
moter. Yet  with  such  a  device  in- 
stalled upon  all  of  our  lines  a  col- 
lision would  be  an  impossibility,  or  if 
it  occurred  the  "signalman"  who  failed 
to  set  the  signal  would  be  sole  culprit 
As  to  derailments — the  one  other  feat- 
ure of  train  accidents — there  are  sev- 
eral (iauses  from  which  such  might  re- 
sult and  which  cannot  be  so  easily 
avoided,  yet  it  is  our  opinion  that  this 
can  be  reduced    at    least    two-thirds. 
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The  Bulletin  record  of  1907  shows 
that  of  the  7,432  derailments  which 
occurred,  resulting  in  the  death  of 
515,  and  maiming  of  6,695,  1,528  were 
due  to  defective  road-beds,  and  3,178 
were  due  to  defective  equipment,  all 
of  which  could  have  been  prevented 
by  proper  diligence  on  the  part  of  the 
management,  and  proper  equipment 
which  they  could  easily  have  fur- 
nished. 

Regarding  the  latter,  the  Journal 
has  before  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  90  per  cent  of  defective  equip- 
ment consists  of  too  rigid  connection 
between  the  cars  of  a  train.  This 
rigidity  increases  as  the  capacity  and 
resisting  strength  of  the  car  is  in- 
creased without  making  the  connec- 
tion (coupler)  more  flexible.  On  this 
point  there  is  not  an  engineer  on  the 
roads  today  but  who  will  testify  to 
the  Increasing  trouble  they  are  having 
with  the  increasing  capacity  and  con- 
sequent resistence  of  cars  in  rounding 
curves.  No  longer  ago  than  last  sum- 
mer, according  to  newspaper  reports, 
the  freight  engineers  on  the  Chicago 
St  Alton  Railroad  united  in  a  com- 
plaint to  the  president  and  manager 
of  that  road,  to  the  effect  that  **the 
newly-constructed  steel  cars  for  coal 
tonnage  had  so  increased  the  resist- 
ence of  trains  in  rounding  curves  they 
could  not  pull  75  per  cent,  of  the  ton- 
nage they  were  able  to  pull  in  the  old 
wooden  frame  cars  owing  to  the  re- 
sistence caused  by  the  too  rigid 
coupler."  When  we  add  to  this  aver- 
ment the  testimony  given  at  the  last 
Master  Car  Builders*  convention  by 
certain  members  that  in  an  experi- 
ment which  they  had  made  it  devel- 
oped that  there  was  a  "side  pressure 
of  47,000  pounds  against  the  draft 
timbers  betwen  long  and  short  cars 
in  rounding  curves,"  it  is  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  the  same 
pressure   was   exerted   by   the    wheel 


flanges  against  the  rails.  Such  a  con- 
dition would  naturally  result  in 
broken  wheel  flanges,  spreading  of 
rails  and  disarrangement  of  the  track 
in  other  ways.  The  Joubnal  contends 
that  70  per  cent,  of  the  derailments 
occur  because  of  conditions  above  out- 
lined, for  which  the  rigid  coupler  is 
responsible.  The  remedy  for  a  rigid 
coupler  is  a  flexible  coupler — a 
coupler  that  will  couple  on  any  curve 
known  in  railroad  construction,  such 
as  the  Switchmen's  Union  is  contend- 
ing for.  Had  such  a  coupler  been  sub- 
stituted for  the  rigid  coupler  after  the 
experiments  above  referred  to  had 
been  made  and  the  same  cars  had  been 
pulled  around  the  same  curves  at  the 
same  rate  of  speed  they  would  not 
have  registered  300  pounds  side  pres- 
sure. It  thus  follows  as  a  natural 
sequence  that  the  railway  ''manage- 
ment" is  responsible  for  three-fourths 
of  the  accidents  which  occur  from  de- 
railments by  their  persistent  use  of 
defective  equipment.  Now,  what  con- 
clusion is  inevitable  when  we  read 
such  articles  as  is  here  reviewed  in 
such  periodicals  as  the  Atlantic 
Monthly f  Cannot  every  employe  in 
railway  service  see  and  understand 
that  there  is  underlying  it  all  a  deep- 
laid  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the  rail- 
way "management'*  to  saddle  upon 
the  unions  their  own  crimes  of  neglect 
and  disregard  of  the  essentials  of 
safety  by  the  persistent  use  of  obso- 
lete devices,  and  thus  divert  the  tide 
of  popular  indignation  that  is  now 
rolling  upon  them?  Will  the  various 
federations  of  labor  engaged  in  rail- 
road transportation  continue  in  their 
policy  of  supineness  while  such  scan- 
dalizing and  vilifying  articles  as  that 
of  the  "Signalman**  are  being  pub- 
lished in  those  periodicals  which  will 
furnish  the  space  for  pecuniary  or 
other  considerations  which  will  not 
bear  the  light  of  investigation?    The 
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JouBNAL  believes  otherwise.  Yes,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  such  articles 
as  has  been  here  reviewed  from  the 
Atlantic  Monthly  will  arouse  the  labor 
unions  to  a  full  realization  of  the 
gravity  of  the  issue  that  is  now  thrust 
upon  them  and  unite  in  bringing  to 
light  and  exposing  to  the  world  this 
last  infamous  movement  to  make  their 
members  the  scapegoat  for  the  crimes 
of  others. 

In  the  melodramas  which  we  daily 
see  upon  our  theatrical  boards  there 
is,  as  a  rule,  a  "heavy-weight  villain" 
who  first  shows  a  measure  of  his  in- 
nate depravity  by  the  commitment  of 
some  dastardly  act  which  at  once  -(as 
it  is  intended  to)  shocks  the  moral 
sensibilities  of  the  audience.  This  is 
bad  enough,  but  the  full  measure  of 
the  villain's  revolting  characteristics, 
the  picture  which  paints  him  in  true 
colors  giving  him  the  blackest  charac- 
ter of  the  blackest  hell,  does  not  fully 
dawn  upon  the  audience's  outraged  sen- 
sibilities until  the  drama  discloses  in 
its  progress  the  villain's  plot  to  fasten 
his  crime  upon  an  innocent  party  and 
thus  escape  the  punishment  he  de- 
serves. The  efforts  of  the  railway 
managers — of  whom  the  Journal 
hopes  there  are  but  few — to  thus 
malign  their  employes  by  engaging 
such  scoundrels  as  this  **8ignalfnan" 
to  carry  out  their  vile  scheme,  can  sit 
up  and  take  note,  and  if  they  are  not 
absolutely  blinded  in  the  self-assur- 
ance which  doubtless  prompted  them 
to  inaugurate  such  a  scheme  they 
may — even  now — forestall  the  end  ol 
this  drama  in  real  life  and  anticipate 
their  own  inevitable  undoing. 


Fifty  thousand  dollars  spent  in  edu- 
cating one  hundred  children  now  im- 
prisoned in  unsanitary  factories  would 
accomplish  ten  thousand  fold  more 
good  than  a  million  dollars  wasted  on 
the  "damphool"  Carnegie  plan. — Erie 
(Pa.)  Labor  Journal. 


now  MUCH  LONGER? 

The  following  editorial  recently  ap- 
peared in  a  paper  on  our  exchange 
list,  and  we  here  publish  it  hoping 
our  readers  will  give  it  careful  study: 

The  first  instance  of  the  employers 
taking  advantage  of  the  recent  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  against 
organized  labor  comes  from  New  Or- 
leans. Seventy-two  delegates  to  the 
Dock  and  Cotton  Council  have  been 
indicted  under  the  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  Law. 

If  these  men  are  prosecuted  and 
punished  it  means  that  every  State 
and  city  Federation  of  Labor  as  well 
as  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  every  federated  council  of  what- 
ever character  embracing  two  or  more 
unions  is  a  "criminal  conspiracy."  If 
carried  to  its  logical  conclusion  It 
means  that  if  any  two  men  join  to- 
gether for  any  other  purpose  except 
the  exploitation  of  their  fellow  men 
such  a  combination  is  criminal. 

The  capitalist  class  of  America  evi- 
dently propose  to  push  their  advantage 
to  the  bitter  end— and  it  will  be  a 
bitter  end  for  them. 

The  only  question  is:  How  much 
longer  will  the  workers  continue  to 
vote  for  a  government  that  stamps 
them  as  outlaws  when  they  attempt  to 
join  for  the  defense  of  their  interest? 

How  long  will  the  trade  unionists 
of  the  United  States  permit  their 
masters  to  make  the  rules  under  which 
lauor  must  fight  for  life  with  those 
masters? 

How  long  before  they  will  have  the 
determination  and  energy  and  intel- 
ligence and  courage  to  throw  off  the 
yoke  of  economic  and  political  tyranny 
expressed  in  these  decisions? 

Will  they  await  until  their  officers 
are  all  in  jail  or  are  terrorized  into 
hopelessness?  Will  they  delay  until 
their  organizations  are  disrupted  or 
emasculated? 
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There  is  something  laughahly  tragic 
in  the  picture  of  the  great  giant  Labor, 
with  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  a 
country  governed  by  majority  rule, 
sitting  blinking  and  dodging  before 
the  blows  of  the  government  he 
created  and  supports. 

How  long  before,  that  giant  will 
really  wake  up?  He  has  been  turning 
and  grumbling  in  his  sleep,  stretching 
his  great  limbs  and  incoherently  pro- 
testing of  recent  months. 

He  is  reaching  out  for  the  weapon 
that  cannot  be  taken  from  him,  and 
that,  while  he  retains  it,  makes  him 
^omnipotent — the  ballot. 

The  workers  are  learning  that  the 
one  place  at  which  they  can  still  unite 
in  defiance  of  the  courts  to  express 
their  contempt  for  all  the  machinery 
of  capitalism  is  at  the  ballot  box. 
They  are  learning  that  when  they  are 
united  there  and  cast  aside  all  false 
leaders  furnished  by  their  enemies,  re- 
ject all  political  i)arties  owned  by 
their  masters  and  join  hands  in  a  po- 
litical party  composed  of  the  working 
class,  knowing  no  interests  but  of  that 
class,  and  fighting  unreservedly  for 
the  rulership  of  Labor,  that  there  can 
be  no  such  word  as  defeat. 

Let  this  be  the  answer  to  the  attacks 
that  are  now  being  made  upon  labor 
unions.  Let  every  union  hall  ring 
with  the  determination  to  strike 
where  no  strike  can  be  lost,  to  boycott 
where  no  court  can  interfere — to  strike 
at  the  ballot-box  and  declare  a  boycott 
on  capitalism  and  all  its  institutions. 


DEFINITIONS  TO  REMEMBER. 

Anarchy. 

1.  Absence  of  government;  the  state 
of  society  where  there  is  no  law  or 
supreme  power;  a  state  of  lawlessness; 
political  confusion. 

2.  Hence  confusion  or  disorder  in 
general— Weft^^er**  Dictionary. 


Individualism. 

An  excessive  or  exclusive  regard 
for  one's  personal  Interest;  self-inter- 
est; SELFISHNESS.  (The  selfishness 
of  the  small  proprietor  has  been  de- 
scribed by  the  best  writers  as  individ- 
ualism.— Eiditor  Webster's  Dictionary.) 
—  v^el>8ter*8  Dictionary, 

Anarchy,  or  the  rule  of  one's  self,  is 
the  logical  outcome  of  that  form  of  po- 
litical theory  which  for  the  last  half 
century  or  more  has  been  known  under 
the  name  of  INDIVIDUALISM.— r?to«. 
Huxley. 

Socialism. 

A  theory  of  society  that  advocates  a 
more  precise,  orderly  and  harmonious 
arrangement  of  the  social  relations  of 
mankind  than  that  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed. — Wehstef's  Dictionary. 

A  science  of  reconstructing  society 
on  an  entirely  new  basis,  by  substi- 
tuting the  principle  of  association  for 
that  of  competition  in  every  branch  of 
industry. — Worcester's   Dictionary. 

Any  theory  or  system  of  local  organi- 
zation which  would  abolish  entirely,  or 
in  greater  part,  the  individual  effort 
and  competition  on  which  modem  so- 
ciety rests,  and  substitute  co-operation; 
would  introduce  a  more  perfect  and 
equal  distribution  of  the  products  of 
labor,  and  would  make  land  and 
capital,  as  the  instruments  of  produc- 
tion, the  joint  possession  of  the  com- 
munity.— Century  Dictionary. 

A  theory  of  policy  that  aims  to  se- 
cure the  reconstruction  of  society,  in- 
crease of  wealth,  and  a  more  equal 
distribution  of  the  products  of  labor 
through  the  public  collective  owner- 
ship of  labor  and  capital  (as  distin- 
guished from  property)  and  the  public 
collective  management  of  all  indus- 
tries. Its  motto  is,  "Everyone  accord- 
ing to  his  deeds." — Standard  Diction- 
ary. 


We  have  a  great  deal  more  kindness 
than  is  ever  spoken. — Emerson. 
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"GUARD  THE  GOLDEN  ELEECE 


ff 


'*Lead    to    the    charge!      ▼ 


By  Robert  Hunteb. 

You  know  the  story  of  the  Golden  Fleece — ^the  old  Greek  tale, 
limpid,  picturesque  and  beautiful,  describing  the  struggle  for  wealth. 

Jason,  at  the  head  of  his  heroes,  was  an  ancient  plutocrat.  He 
fought  giants,  great  bulls — breathing  fire  from  their  nostrils — and 
monstrous  dragons. 

Once  at  midnight  he  found  it  necessary  to  fight  alone  a  field  of 
warriors,  sprung  from  ground  sown  with  dragons'  teeth.  They  were 
fiourishing  their  weapons,  clashing  their  swords,  and  boiling  over 
with  red-hot  thirst  for  battle. 

"Show   us  the   enemy!"   they    shouted. 
Death  or  victory!     Onward,  comrades!" 

Fire  fiashed  from  their  enraged  eyes,  and  mighty  shouts  arose 
from  the  whole  field:    **Guard  the  Golden  Fleece!" 

Jason,  with  his  single  sword,  paled  at  the  sight  of  this  onrushing 
army.  He  took  up  a  stene  and  cast  it  into  the  faces  of  the  charging 
warriors.  It  struck  the  helmet  of  a  tall  warrior,  glanced  to  the  hel- 
met of  a  comrade,  and  finally  landed  between  the  eyes  of  a  third. 

Each  of  the  men  thought  his  neighbor  had  struck  him.  The^'  be- 
gan to  fight  among  themselves.  Confusion  spread,  and  in  a  moment 
they  were  hacking,  hewing  and  stabbing  at  one  another,  lopping  off 
arms,  legs  and  heads. 

In  a  brief  moment  the  whole  army  lay  upon  the  field,  slaughtered 
by  one  another.  The  last,  the  bravest  and  strongest  of  the  whole,  had 
Just  force  enough  before  dying  to  wave  his  crimson  sword  above  his 
head  and  to  shout:    "Victory!  Victory!" 

Unhindered,  Jason  went  forward  to  take  the  Golden  Fleece. 

How  simply,  dramatically,  and  poetically,  these  old  Greeks  tell 
the  story  of  how  "great  men"  overcome  the  workers.  How  truly  It 
pictures  the  struggle  of  today. 

A  few  newspaper  stories  sent  from  Wall  Street  might  be  enough 
to  set  the  American  and  Japanese  workmen  at  each  other's  throats. 

A  few  newspaper  lies  from  Lombard  street  might  be  enough  to 
set  English  workmen  hacking  and  hewing  and  destroying  German 
workmen. 

Like  Jason's  stone  is  a  word  from  Roosevelt,  Bryan,  Hearst,  Bel- 
mont, Ryan,  Morgan. 

Nothing  is  too  little  to  start  the  workers  fighting  among  them- 
selves. The  slightest  triviality  divides  them  and  they  turn  upon 
one  another  to  slaughter  without  mercy. 

It  was  so  in  Greece,  In  Rome,  in  the  Middle  Ages;  it  was  so  in 
thfe  French  Revolution;  it  was  so  through  nearly  all  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. 

The  workers  of  America,  alone,  remain  divided,  in  politics,  shout- 
ing: "Guard  the  Golden  Fleece!"  and  at  the  same  time,  as  Demo- 
crats, Republicans  and  Hearstites,  lopping  off  each  other's  arms  and 
legs  and  heads. 
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1 

BUSINESS 


i* 


i^ 


We  were  youthful,  crude  and  foolish  when  a  demagogic  ring 

Had  a  difference  of  opinion  with  a  parliament  and  king,  j^ 

And  their  reckless  agitation  set  the  nation  by  the  ears 

And  entailed  a  wasteful  warfare  for  the  space  of  seven  years—  ^ 

When  the  empty  name  of  "Freedom"  was  the  only  thing  they  gained!      j» 

If  we  prospered,  did  it  matter  whether  king  or  congress  reigned?  4  > 
How  much  better  had  they  listened  to  the  warnings  from  the  throne 
To  preserve  EiXisting  Order  and  let  well  enough  alone! 

But  they  interfered  with  Business  in  a  most  disastrous  way;  ♦ 

For  the  Merchant  couldn't  traffic,  the  Consumer  couldn't  pay,  3 1 

And  our  Credit  was  as  worthless  as  the  echo  of  a  song.  2 

Yes,  they  interfered  with  Business,  which  was  very,  very  wrong.  ^  ^ 

Now,  of  all  Commercial  Ventures  for  the  enterprising  mind  ^  ► 
There  was  none  of  greater  profit  than  the  sale  of  human  kind; 

Being  older  than  the  Pharaohs,  'twas  undoubtedly  correct  ^^ 

Since  the  Negro  had  no  birthright  the  Caucasion  need  respect.  i* 


But  these  Demagogues  and  ranters  they  must  agitate  and  rave  4 » 
With   their   philanthropic  twaddle  of  "the  sorrows  of  the  slave," 

Till  they  won  the  Blacks  the  freedom  that  was  only  meant  for  Whites,  ^ 

And  impoverished  the  nation  by  destroying  Vested  Rights.  i  ► 

Aye,  they  interfered  with  Business;    they  invoked  the  dreadful  curse  H 

■J      Of  a  war  that  drained  our  life-blood — and  our  money,  which  was  worse.  J  J 

;  I     With  their  cant  of  "equal  justice,"  with  their  anarchistic  din,  J  ^ 
II      Oh,  they  interfered  with  Business — the  Unpardonable  Sin! 

\  I     Don't  you  interfere  with  Business,  be  the  Business  what  it  may,  J  J 

;j      Don't  you  interfere  with  Business,  interference  doesn't  pay.  1j 

*>     Let  the  briber  breed  corruption  with  his  foully-gathered  hoard;  ^^ 

i  [     Let  the  money  changers  flourish  in  the  Temple  of  the  Lord.  ^  I 

J  J      Let  the  poison  vendors  prosper,  let  the  franchise  grabber  cheat;  J  J 

y      Let  the  deft  financial  juggler  pile  up  millions  through  deceit;  ^^ 

o      Let  the  sharper  tempt  the  gudgeon  with  his  shining,  gilded  lure;  iP 

\l      Let  the  grafter  burst  his  coffers  with  the  plunder  of  the  poor.  il 

J      Let  the  soul  betrayers  fatten  in  their  depths  of  native  slime!  J  J 

f      Don't  you  Interfere  with  Business  though  that  business  be  a  crime!  *^t 

X      Live  in  oily,  fat  complaisance!     Be  a  sweet,  submissive  clod!  <i^ 

A      Don't  you  interfere  with  Business — if  the  Dollar  be  your  God.  J  J 

o  — Puck.  J  J 

*[  ^' 
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PRESIDENT  HAWLEY  SERIOUS- 
LY ILL. 

No  doubt  you  have  all  read  in  your 
daily  papers  that  our  worthy  Interna- 
tional President  Frank  T.  Hawley  was 
a  very  sick  man.  Indeed,  he  was,  and 
his  fellow  Grand  Lodge  officers  for  a 
time  had  grave  apprehension  lest  his 
affliction  would  terminate  fatally. 

About  March  Ist  Bro.  Hawley  was 
suffering  from  an  attack  of  la  grippe 
which  affected  the  mastoid  gland  be- 
hind the  left  ear.  At  the  time  he  gave 
it  very  little  attention,  concluding  it 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
earache  and,  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
a  physician,  left  his  home  March  7th 
for  St  Paul  to  attend  a  conference  of 
committees  representing  the  various 
railroad  brotherhoods  on  the  C.  G.  W. 
Railroad.  The  management  of  this 
road  had  called  for  this  meeting  and 
stated  in  advance  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  company  to  make  a  gen- 
eral reduction  in  the  wages  of  all  em- 
ployes. This  threatened  reduction  in 
wages  vitally  affected  our  entire  or- 
ganization and  Bro.  Hawley  concluded 
the  duty  he  owed  to  our  Union  de- 
manded his  presence  on  this  occasion 
that  meant  so  much  for  the  welfare  of 
our  organization  and  all  railroad  men 
in  general.  So,  disregarding  advice,  he 
barkened  to  duty's  call,  visited  St. 
Paul  and  took  an  extremely  active  part 
in  the  joint  conferences  of  the  Brother- 
hood committees,  so  much  so  that  he 
was  compelled  to  give  up  and  start  for 
borne,  where  he  arrived  Sunday,  March 
2zd.  A  specialist  (opthalmologist)  was 
immediately  called  and,  after  a  diag- 
nosis, he  pronounced  it  a  case  of  mas- 
toiditis, the  seriousness  of  which  war- 
ranted the  grave  apprehension  we  en- 
tertained for  the  recovery  of  our  presi- 
dent Bro.  Hawley  suffered  the  tor- 
tures of  bell  for  ten  days,  all  this  time 
the  doctor  trying  to  conquer  the  dis- 


ease without  resorting  to  the  knife, 
but  it  had  advanced  so  far  that  it  re- 
fused to  yield  to  mild  treatment.  So, 
after  consultation,  it  was  decided  to 
put  the  patient  on  the  operating  table. 

March  28th  Bro.  Hawley  was  suc- 
cessfully operated  upon,  and  as  we  go 
to  press  is  improving  so  rapidly  that 
before  this  has  reached  you,  Bro.  Haw- 
ley will  have  left  the  hospital,  unless 
something  unforeseen  develops.  But  it 
will  probably  be  many  weeks  before 
our  president  is  able  to  do  very  strenu- 
ous work.  In  the  meantime  be  patient 
This  admonition  is  undoubtedly  un- 
necessary and  is  only  given  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  may  not  realize 
the  gravity  of  the  affliction. 

Bro.  Hawley  has  been  the  recipient 
of  many  telegrams  expressing  sym- 
pathy and  regret  in  his  prostration, 
notable  among  which  were  telegrams 
from  Edward  A.  Moseley,  Secretary  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commissioh,  John 
J.  Hannahan,  Grand  Master  B.  of  L.  F. 
&  E.,  and  W.  S.  Carter,  Grand  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  B.  of  L.  F.  &  E. 

To  all  of  his  inquiring  and  solicitous 
friends  Bro.  Hawley  asks  the  editor  to 
express  his  positively  sincere  gratitude 
for  their  many  cheering  words  of  kind- 
ness and  good  will  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  Journal,  as  it  will  be 
sometime  before  he  is  able  to  make  an- 
swer by  letter. 


CONTENTMENT. 

Are  you  contented? 

If  so,  you  are  a  stumbling  block  in 
the  path  of  progress. 

William  George  Jordan,  in  a  little 
book  entitled  "The  Majesty  of  Calm- 
ness," has  this  to  say  on  contentment: 

Content  is. a  greatly  over-rated  vir- 
tue, it  is  a  kind  of  diluted  despair;  It 
is  the  feeling  with  which  we  continue 
to  accept  substitutes,  without  striving 
for  the  realities.     Content  makes  the 
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trained  individual  swallow  vinegar  and 
try  to  smack  his  lips  as  if  it  were 
wine.  Ck)ntent  enables  one  to  warm 
his  hands  at  the  fire  of  a  past  joy  that 
exists  only  in  memory.  Content  is  the 
mental  and  moral  chloroform  that 
deadens  the  activities  of  the  individual 
to  rise  to  higher  planes  of  life  and 
growth.  Man  should  never  be  con- 
tented with  anything  less  than  the  best 
efforts  of  his  nature  can  possibly  se- 
cure for  him.  Content  makes  the  world 
more  comfortable  for  the  individual, 
hut  it  i8  the  death-knell  of  progress. 
Man  should  be  content  with  each  step 
of  progress  merely  as  a  station,  dis- 
contented with  it  as  a  destination;  con- 
tented with  It  Is  a  step;  discontented 
with  It  Is  a  finality. 


HOW  DOES  IT  f  EEL  TO  BE  OUT 
Of  A  JOB,  AND  COLD  AND 
HUNGRY? 

The  following  remarkable  article  Is 
from  the  Des  Moines  Daily  News,  and 
the  editor  of  that  sheet  says  It  was 
written  by  a  penniless,  homeless  wan- 
derer, who  came  Into  the  office  and 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  write  some- 
thing for  the  price  of  a  meal. 

The  city  editor  placed  him  at  a  desk 
and  told  him  to  write  about  how  It 
felt  to  be  out  of  a  job  and  hungry. 

The  editor  of  the  News  assures  his 
readers  that  the  article  Is  printed 
without  change  of  a  word: 

(Bt  the  Man  Himself.) 

They  have  asked  me  to  write  down 
what  It  feels  like  to  be  out  of  a  job 
and  cold  and  hungry.  They  said  they 
would  pay  me  for  It  If  I  would  tell  just 
how  I  feel,  and  that  they  would  let  me 
stay  In  the  warm  office  while  I  wrote 
It.  They  said  they  would  print  It  just 
as  I  wrote  It,  and  I  heard*  one  man  tell 
another  one  that  It  would  be  a  great 
human  document 

A  great  human  document!  Good 
God!  I  guess  It  is!  But  I  think  they 
meant  to  be  kind.     Anyway,  I   shall 


write  as  slowly  as  I  can,  because  it  is 
cold  out  there  In  the  street. 

I  am  an  educated  man.  I  went  to 
college,  never  mind  where.  The  col- 
lege didn't  do  very  much  for  me.  and 
I  guess  it  wouldn't  think  I  was  doing 
very  much  for  it  if  I  mentioned  Its 
name  In  the  story  of  a  bum.  I  am  a 
bum.  It  took  me  a  long  time  to  realize 
It  Tm  down  and  out  I've  done 
things  that  were  wrong.  At  least,  the 
police  said  so.  When  a  man's  hungry 
he  don't  think  much  about  right  and 
wrong.    He  thinks  about  his  stomach. 

When  his  trousers  are  frayed  at  the 
bottom  and  his  shoes  let  the  snow  in 
and  he  wears  the  same  shirt  for  six 
weeks  and  the  police  hound  him,  and 
he  rides  the  blind  baggage,  and  the 
brakemen  kick  him  and  curse  him  and 
the  people  on  the  street  won't  stop 
and  the  smug  charities  tell  him  to 
come  back  next  week  and  there's  no 
work  and  no  friends  and  you're  lonely 
and  hungry  and  cold  and  broke  and 
you  walk  along  and  look  through  the 
windows  Into  warm  rooms  and  know 
that  there  Isn't  anybody  in  the  world 
who  gives  a  damn — you  don't  care 
such  a  hell  of  a  lot  about  right  and 
wrong,  do  you?  I  dare  you  to  say 
you  would!  I  don't.  I  want  to  LIVE. 
It's  a  fool  thing  to  want,  but  I  want 
It.  If  It  wasn't  for  that  I  could  lie 
down  In  front  of  a  fast  train. 

Last  Sunday  I  went  to  church.  It 
was  a  fine  church.  They  let  me  sit  in 
one  of  the  back  pews.  The  minister 
preached  about  love  and  charity.  I 
tried  to  speak  to  him  after  church,  but 
he  was  too  busy.  Then  I  asked  the 
sexton  to  let  me  stay  In  the  church.  I 
was  cold.  I  wouldn't  have  stolen  any- 
thing.   But  he  turned  me  out 

A  man  has  just  come  and  said  I  was 
not  writing  what  they  wanted.  He 
wants  me  to  write  how  I  FEEL. 

Sometimes  I  feel  like  a  murderer. 

I  told  him  I  would  not  write  how  I 
feel.  Even  If  they  pay  me,  they 
haven't  any  right  to  make  me  say 
things  that  will  do  harm. 

But  there's  one  thing  I  will  say: 

Put  yourself  In  my  place.  Never 
mind  whose  fault  It  Is  that  you  are  a 
bum  and  a  beggar.  It's  night,  say, 
and  snowing,  and  the  wind  is  bltins 
Into  you.  There  are  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple going  by,  thinking  of  thonselves 
and  their  own  comfort  and  their  own 
warmth  and  their  own  bellies.     Try 
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to  speak  to  oae  of  them.  "Excuse  me, 
sir,  but  could  you?"  One  pays  no  at- 
tention. Another  Ignores  you  as  he 
would  a  cur.  One  may  say  he's  sorry, 
and  the  rest  shake  their  heads  impa- 
tiently. You  hear  one  man  say  to  an- 
other, •*!  never  give  to  heggars.  They 
only  want  it  to  buy  whiskey  with." 
'  It's  a  lie!  That  man  was  a  liar,  and 
he  knows  it.  He  was  a  little,  mean, 
selfish,  stingy  soul.  He  didn't  want 
to  give.  He  was  too  selfish  to  care. 
It  wasn't  anything  to  him  that  an- 
other man  was  cold  and  starving.  He 
wanted  to  forget  it.  He  considered 
himself  affronted  because  you  dared 
to  ask  him,  and  to  salve  his  own  dirty 
little  conscience  he  said:  "He  wants  it 
to  buy  whiskey  with." 

No;  I  haven't  any  quarrel  against 
the  world  as  a  world.  It  may  be  it's 
my  own  fault  that  I  am  what  I  am. 
I  have  only  an  accusation  against  its 
hypocrisy.  If  men  are  brothers,  it's 
the  beggar  who  knows  which  are  the 
Cains. 

The  next  time  one  of  my  sort  speaks 
to  you,  think.  Hold  your  soul  up  in 
front  of  you  and  look  at  it.  If  you 
want  to  say  to  him,  "No,  dog!"  say  it, 
and  he  will  think  more  of  you  than  if 
you  hide  your  Inhuman  selfishness  be- 
hind the  cloak  of  the  hypocrite  and 
say:  **I  never  give  to  beggars.  They 
only  want  it  to  buy  whiskey  with!" 


RESPONSIBILITY  Of  EMPLOYES 
FOR  RAILROAD  ACCIDENTS. 

This  is  the  caption  of  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  Literary  Digest, 
May  11,  1907,  excerpts  of  which  were 
published  in  this  Journal  in  the  issue 
of  July  following. 

Owing  to  an  article  which  appeared 
in  two  installments  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly,  January  and  February  num- 
bers, under  the  title  of  "Confessions  of 
a  Signalman,"  which  is  reviewed  in 
this  issue  of  the  Joubnal  on  another 
page,  the  excerpts  from  the  Literary 
Digest  are  herewith  reproduced.  In 
this  latter  article  the  reader  will  have 
occasion  to  note  what  those  papers  and 
periodicals  which  the  Literary  Digest 


quotes  from  have  to  say  about  the  re- 
liability of  any  accident  statistics 
emanating  from  railroad  managers  or 
superintendents.  We  herewith  repub- 
lish this  article,  or  rather  these  ex- 
cerpts, to  show  how  much  that  fawning 
sycophant,  J.  O.  Pagan's,  certificate  of 
a  peerless  character  to  railway  oflicials 
who,  he  says,  should  have  the  sole 
power  to  compile  such  statistics  and 
assign  their  respective  causes,  can  be 
relied  upon.  The  article  in  question 
reads  as  follows: 

The  Literary  Digest  of  May  11th, 
page  742,  in  an  article  under  the  cap- 
tion of  "Responsibility  of  E«mployes  for 
Railroad  Accidents,"  publishes  a  series 
of  extracts  from  several  papers  and 
periodicals — ^pro  and  con— on  this  sub- 
ject First  it  quotes  from  the  Railway 
Age,  which  arraigns  the  newspapers 
and  the  public  for  their  unwise  and 
malignant  policy  of  holding  the  rail- 
roads responsible  for  train  wrecks  and 
other  accidents,  when  90  per  cent,  of 
them  are  directly  traceable  to  total 
disregard  of  orders  by  employes,  which, 
if  they  had  been  heeded,  would  have 
prevented  the  accidents  in  question. 
,  One  contention  of  the  Railway  Age  was 
to  the  effect  that  "The  railways  might 
pursue  sjrstematically  the  policy  of  giv- 
ing to  the  press  at  regular  intervals  the 
result  of  their  own  investigations  into 
the  causes  of  accidents."  The  New 
York  Press,  speaking  ironically  of  the 
Railway  Age*s  suggestion  of  publicity 
as  a  cure,  "the  publicity  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  railroads,"  remarks:  "We 
believe  there  are  no  such  statistics,  or, 
if  there  are,  the  figures  lie.  Again  and 
again  the  railroads  have  been  guilty 
of  cheating  shippers  with  false  rates 
and  rebates.  Frequently  they  have 
been  convicted  of  making  false  returns 
to  State  tax  boards  and  of  falsifying 
accounts  of  their  earnings.  They 
should  be  equal  to  supplying  fraudulent 
information    to    the    Interstate    Com- 
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merce  Commission  about  accidents, 
thus  shifting  the  blame  about  killing 
of  passengers." 

The  Pittsburg  Leader,  equally 
cynical,  makes  the  following  averment: 
"There  is  available  to  every  railroad  in 
the  country  a  signal  system  that  does 
not  depend  upon  the  fallible  and  negli- 
gent man  for  the  safe  operation  of 
trains  after  it  has  been  properly  in- 
stalled. Few  railroads  have  it.  They 
prefer  to  get  along  with  no  signal 
system  or  use  one  that  is  obsolete. 
When  an  overworked  or  negligent 
signalman  falls  asleep  in  the  tower,  or 
when  one  criminally  deserts  his  post  of 
duty,  should  the  managers,  on  making 
this  fact  public  after  the  slaughter  of 
innocents,  also  tell  us  who  was  negli- 
gent in  failing  to  equip  the  railroad 
with  an  automatic  signal  system?" 


HELP  YOURSELVES 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

There  is  one  word  that  Labor  needs 
to  learn: 

"Trust  yourselves  and  yourselves 
alone." 

Hearst  is  for  all  I  know  a  good  and 
sincere  man. 

Bryan  is  for  all  I  know  a  good  and 
sincere  man. 

Roosevelt  is  for  all  I  know  a  good 
and  sincere  man. 

But  they  cannot  help  you.  You 
alone  can  help  yourselves. 

Hearst  and  Bryan  and  Roosevelt  do 
not  know  what  you  want  as  you  your- 
selves know  what  you  want. 

There  are  doubtless  Republicans 
here  and  Democrats  there  who  would 
like  to  befriend  Labor;  but  how  can 
any  man  expect  to  have  others  be- 
friend him  when  he  does  not  befriend 
himself? 

There  was  a  time  when  Labor  was 
ignorant,  stupid,  fitted  for  but  little 
less  than  slavery. 


Today  Labor  can  stand  on  its  own 
feet;  can  express  its  own  will;  can 
fight  its  own  battles. 

And  the  sooner  it  stops  seeking  for 
some  Moses  to  lead  it  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness the  better  for  labor. 

In  the  past  it  has  been  looking  for 
friends.  It  has  been  begging  for 
sweet  words,  flattering  phrases,  and 
loving  acts. 

It  has  not  demanded  its  rights.  It 
has  begged  for  its  rights;  it  has 
pleaded  for  its  rights. 

The  time  arrives  for  it  to  realize 
that  it  must  build  up  an  organization 
of  its  own;  that  it  must  leave  the  fac- 
tories to  go  to  its  own  ward  meetings 
and  to  express  its  own  will. 

It  must  have  its  own  representatives 
in  every  legislature  in  this  country. 

It  must  learn  to  fight,  to  be  brave, 
to  be  self-reliant,  and  to  be  determined. 

It  must  be  suspicious  of  friends,  and 
confident  of  itself. 

It  must  cease  to  beg  and  become 
proud  of  its  own  power. 

It  must  learn  that  every  man  who 
labors  is  a  friend,  and  that  every  man 
who  exploits  is  an  enemy,  no  matter 
with  what  sweet  words  he  speaks  or 
how  friendly  and  loving  he  may  ap- 
pear. 

If  Labor  cannot  help  itself,  then  God 
help  Labor. 


The  Lehigh  &  New  England  Railroad 
has  placed  an  order  in  Pittsburg  for 
$1,500,000  worth  of  equipment  and  roD- 
ing  stock,  the  largest  contract  let  since 
the  recent  financial  fiurry. 


A  report  just  issued  by  the  United 
Railroads,  of  San  Francisco,  shows  a 
decrease  of  $1,200,000  in  receipts  dur- 
ing the  eight  months  (May-December) 
of  the  recent  street  car  strike  in  that 
city. 

Charles  W.  Bernhardt,  a  well-known 
member  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Typographical 
Union,  is  a  candidate  for  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia,  and  has  the  endorse- 
ment of  organized  labor. 
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THE  EDITOR  IN  WASHINGTON 

Last  month  the  editor  appeared  in 
Washington  before*  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce  and  read  a  paper  in  support 
of  H.  R.  bill  ^3477,  for  the  standardiza- 
tion of  automatic  coupling  devices. 
This  paper  is  run  as  the  first  article 
in  JouBNAX  this  month  and  you  are  in- 
vited to  read  it 

The  editor  was  treated  very  courte- 
ously by  the  committee,  marked  atten- 
tion being  given  to  everything  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  this  bill  which 
was  introduced,  at  the  request  of  the 
editor,  by  Congressman  Alexander  from 
BofTalo. 

But  it  is  very  doubtful  if  anything 
will  be  done  with  the  measure  at  this 
session  of  Congress,  as  the  minds  of 
the  legislators  seems  to  be  deeply  en- 
grossed with  the  problem  of  placating 
the  feelings  of  outraged  labor,  and  a^ 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  cam- 
paign, the  administration  is  striving 
to  soothe  the  wounds  lately  inflicted  on 
labor  by  the  courts. 

While  we  were  in  Washington,  labor 
chiefs  from  every  part  of  the  country 
were  in  conference  with  the  chief 
executives  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  formulated  a  bill  of  griev- 
ances or  a  memorial  which  they  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  which  indeed  is  an 
able  document,  citing  the  wrongs  labor 
has  been  subjected  to  and  asking  for  re- 
lief through  legislative  enactments. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
has  resolved  to  continue  the  same  old 
policy,  that  is  begging  these  wiley 
politicians  for  relief.  For  a  quarter  of 
a  century  this  policy  has  been  in  vogue 
and  whenever  a  crumb  has  been  thrown 
to  labor,  and  whenever  labor  has 
raised  the  crumb  to  its  mouth,  the 
court  has  reached  out  its  hand  and 
snatched  It  away. 

The  fact  is  organized  labor  of  the 
United  States  today  stands  before  the 


world  as  an  organization  of  organized 
beggars,  begging  and  pleading  for  that 
which  they  could  help  themselves  to  if 
they  only  had  political  sense. 

While  we  were  in  Washington  the 
chief  executives  of  the  various  railway 
brotherhoods  were  in  session,  organiz- 
ing their  forces  in  opposition  to  a  con- 
templated cut  in  wages  by  the  South- 
ern Railway.  The  greatest  spirit  of 
harmony  and  unanimity  of  opinion  pre- 
vailed and  the  various  brotherhoods 
are  a  unit  in  opposing  any  reduction  In 
wages. ' 

The  editor  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing several  railway  brotherhood  men, 
chief  among  whom  were  Bro.  Garrett- 
son  of  the  Conductors  and  Bro.  Per- 
ham  of  the  Telegraphers. 

Bro.  Mosely,  Secretary  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission,  left  noth- 
ing undone  to  make  our  visit  pleasant 
while  in  the  capital,  and  we  hope  in 
time  to  be  able  to  return  favors. 


345,000   RAILROADMEN   OUT 
OF  WORK. 

The  number  of  railroad  employes 
laid  off  since  the  panic  began  is  345,- 
000.  This  statement  is*  based  on 
authoritative  figures  just  obtained  by 
the  Cliicago  General  Mangers'  Associa- 
tion for  the  information  of  its  mem- 
bers. This  shows  that  on  seventeen 
representative  railroads,  constituting 
one-third  of  the  mileage  of  the  coun- 
try, the  .total  number  of  employes  is 
18  per  cent,  smaller  than  on  June  30, 
1907. 

The  railroads  from  which  reports 
were  received  traverse  practically  all 
sections  of  the  country  and  the  figures 
are  said  by  railroad  managers  to  be 
fairly  typical  of  railway  conditions 
generally.  The  percentage  of  men  laid 
off  is  much  the  same  among  all  the 
lines,  running  from  15  to  25  per  cent 
of  the  number  employed  last  June.    In 
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one  or  two  instances  the  figure  is 
larger. 

The  seventeen  railroads  contributing 
figures  are:  The  Chicago,  Burlington 
A  Quincy,  Chicago  ft  Northwestern, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  ft  St.  Paul,  Chi- 
cago ft  Alton,  Lake  Shore  ft  Michigan 
Southern,  Michigan  Central,  Baltimore 
ft  Ohio,  Erie,  New  York  Central,  New 
York,  New  Haven  ft  Hartford,  South- 
ern, Union  Pacific,  Southern  Pacific, 
Missouri  Pacific,  Chicago,  Lake  Shore 
ft  Eastern,  Chicago  Terminal  Transfer, 
and  the  Chicago  Junction. 

On  some  of  the  roads  not  included  in 
the  list  the  percentage  of  men  dis- 
charged is  known  to  be  as  large  or 
larger  than  on  those  reporting.  Among 
those  is  the  Pennsylvania. 

The  total  mileage  of  the  seventeen 
railroads  amounts  to  71,872  miles.  On 
June  30,  1907,  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed on  these  roads  aggregated  581, 
713.  At  present  the  number  is  476,947, 
a  decrease  of  104,766,  or  18  per  cent 
A  considerably  greater  number  than 
this  has  actually  been  laid  off  because 
the  number  of  employes  in  last  Octo- 
ber was  greater  than  in  June,  the  time 
with  which  present  conditions  are 
compared. 

Eighteen  per  cent,  of  all  the  railroad 
employes  in  the  United  States  last  June 
30th  Is  305,000.  There  were  approxi- 
mately 40,000  more  men  employed  on 
all  the  railroads  in  October  than  in 
June.  Making  allowance  for  this  fact, 
the  number  of  idle  employes  at  pres- 
ent is  probably  in  the  neighborhood  of 
345,000. 


For  twenty-five  years  organized  labor 
has  been  begging,  pleading  and  be- 
seeching Congress  for  relief  and,  after 
all  these  years,  what  has  been  gained? 
Nothing  but  humiliation!  Is  it  any 
wonder  these  legislators  treat  con- 
temptuously those  who  have  not  sense 
enough  to  help  themselves? 


POLITICAL  STRIKE. 

By  Robebt  Hunter. 

Let  me  recall  to  the  minds  of  trade 
unionists  a  picture  of  the  days  before 
trade  unionism  was. 

The  workers  were  very  miserable. 
When  their  condition  became  intoler- 
able they  selected  a  comrade  to  go  to 
the  employer  to  beg  for  better  condi- 
tions. 

The  embryo  trade  union  leader  told 
the  employer  about  the  misery  of  the 
men,  and  that  poverty  would  drive 
them  to  revolt.  He  threatened  the  em- 
ployer that  the  men  might  unite; 
might  even  strike. 

But  they  did  not  unite;  and  they  did 
not  strike.  And  the  employer^  grew 
more  arrogant  and  oppressive. 

At  last  in  desperation  the  working- 
men  did  unite  and  did  strike.  Not 
until  then  did  the  employers  begin  to 
make  terms. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  what  un- 
told value  the  industrial  strike  has 
been  to  the  workers. 

The  employers  today  control  the  gov- 
ernment 

A  few  labor  leaders  go  to  them  and 
tell  them  the  misery  of  the  people;  and 
tell  them  that  the  workers  might  unite 
politically  and  strike  at  the  ballot  box. 

But  the  workers  do  not  unite,  and 
they  do  not  strike.  The  employers,  the 
courts,  the  legislators,  grow  more  ar- 
rogant and  oppressive. 

The  trade  unionist  who  knows  his- 
tory will  tell  you  that  begging  never 
won  anything  for  labor. 

It  failed  on  the  industrial  field.  It 
will  fail  on  the  political  field.  Labor 
begins  even  now  to  realize  It.  When 
they  realize  it  fully  we  shall  have  a 
party  that  will  make  even  the  move- 
ments of  Europe  look  small. 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  great  develop 
ments.  We  need  political  leadership. 
We  need  the  leadership  that  brought 
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into  existence  over  half  a  century  ago 
the  independent  class  action  of  trade 
unionism,  and  that  gave  birth  to  the 
industrial  strike. 

We  need  this  leadership  now  to  unite 
the  entire  hosts  of  labor  into  one  great 
political  union  that  shall  give  birth  to 
the  political  strike. 


The  Journal  this  month  is  a  little 
later  than  usual  owing  to  the  editor's 
absence  from  office  for  seven  days. 


Assessment  notice  is  run  this  month 
under  statement  of  claims  paid  and  will 
continue  to  appear  from  this  time,  per 
ruling  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 


It  is  about  time  organized  labor  dis- 
carded the  garb  of  the  BEGGAR  and 
came  out  as  a  bold,  fearless,  independ- 
ent American  and  take  that  which  it  is 
entitled  to.  They  who  will  not  help 
themselves  are  deserving  nothing  but 
contempt. 


The  editor  has  been  severely  criti- 
cized in  a  certain  quarter  and 
claims  have  been  made  that  tne 
editor,  through  malice  and  hatred, 
has  by  "imputation,  insinuation  and 
inuendo,*^  tried  to  besmirch  the  good 
name  of  our  International  President 
Frank  T.  Hawley.  The  individual  who 
indicted  this  charge  lives  a  thousand 
miles  from  Buffalo  and,  ailhough  he 
knows  not  the  editor,  he  poses  as  a 
mind  reader  or  searcher  of  conscience 
and  makes  the  above  charge.  The  edi- 
tor is  tempted  to  use  that  ugly  word  of 
Roosevelt's,  but  instead  will  remind 
the  brother  that  the  editor  of  the 
Switchmen's  Jouknal  is  answerable 
to  the  switchmen  who  employ  him  for 
every  word  that  has  or  may  appear  In 
this  book. 


Letter  from  first  Vice-President 
Heberling. 

Atchison,  Kan.,  March  17.  1908. 
Editor  Switchken*s  Joubnal: 

The  retrenchment  on  the  railroads 
is  being  carried  to  the  lowest  point 
possible,  and  in  many  Instances  yard 
crews  are  reduced  to  the  point,  where 
it  is  impossible  to  work  with  safety. 
When  yard  crews  are  reduced  to  two 
men  on  a  crew  in  a  hill  yard  the  crew 
is  not  adequate  to  protect  the  property 
in  their  charge,  nor  to  guard  against 
the  greater  hazard  added  to  the  life 
and  limbs  of  these  men  working  short- 
handed.  These  are  the  conditions  in 
many  yards  on  systems  where  the 
yard  men  have  been  too  indifferent  in 
joining  a  union  that  represents  their 
craft.  They  have  accepted  all  the 
union  ever  procured  for  them  in  bet- 
ter wages  and  shorter  hours,  and  on 
account  of  not  being  endowed  with  the 
manhood  to  become  union,  men,  they 
will  meekly  submit  to  any  hardship 
the  corporation  may  dole  out  to  them 
in  reduced  wages  and  hardships 
through  working  short-handed.  This 
is  Just  the  condition  that  is  desired 
by  the  railroad  magnates.  Do  you 
men,  that  these  things  are  coming 
home  to  at  present,  take  .time  to  think 
about  the  alluring  promises  made  to 
you  by  the  petty  railroad  ofRcials 
when  they  told  you  not  to  join  an 
aggressive  union,  like  the  S.  U.,  that 
demands  that  you  should  be  paid  a 
decent  living  wage  and  be  fairly 
treated?  Many  of  you  that  have 
turned  your  backs  on  your  own  in- 
terests, became  too  conservative  to 
affiliate  with  the  S.  U.  Do  your  mas- 
ters smile  on  you  now  when  you  cry 
for  bread?  No,  the  smile  that  beamed 
on  you  when  you  were  used  to  scab 
on  your  own  interest  has  disappeared 
and  nothing  is  left  but  a  stern,  com- 
manding frown.  You  are  not  In  the 
same  class  now  with  your  masters. 
My  fellow-man,  you  should  see  plainly 
through  those  delusions  now,  and  quit 
fighting  the  union  that  has  done  so 
much  to  help  you  when  you  refused 
to  help  yourself.  You  are  used  by  the 
benevolent  corporation  to  earn  for  the 
company  that  employs  you  the  greatest 
amount  your  mental  and  physical  en- 
durance will  stand,  while  you  receive 
a  pittance  barely  enough  to  keep  life 
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in  your  body.  All  these  sufferings 
could  be  eliminated,  and  will  be,  when 
those  that  produce  all  the  wealth  quit 
scabbing  on  themselves. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Hebebling. 


Letter  from  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent Connors. 

Jackson,  Mich.,  March  15.  1908. 
Editor  Swiichmen's  Joubnal: 

In  the  past  month  I  have  been  over 
a  good  bit  of  the  country  and  find  the 
railroads  are  getting  all  the  business 
they  can  handle  with  the  power  they 
are  working.  In  a  great  many  places 
switchmen  are  working  long  hours  to 
get  the  work  done,  which  goes  to  dis- 
credit the  claim  that  is  being  made  by 
some  managers  that  they  are  not  get- 
ting the  business,  and  as  a  result  they 
will  have  to  cut  the  pay  of  their  em- 
ployes ten  jper  cent. 

The  L.  ft  N.  and  the  Southern  have 
rescinded  their  order  for  a  reduction 
among  the  organized  crafts  on  their 
systems,  but  the  poor  fellow  who  is 
not  organized  has  had  to  suffer,  which 
should  be  a  lesson  to  him  and  teach 
him  the  Importance  of  organizing  for 
protection  against  the  encroachments 
of  the  employer  in  times  like  the  pres- 
ent; for  in  labor  unions  lies  the  only 
salvation  for  the  wage  slave. 

It  is  true  that  labor  unions,  in  the 
past  few  months,  have  been  hit  pretty 
hard  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
but  that  should  make  us  more  deter- 
mined, and  cause  us  to  strengthen  our 
ranks,  and  help  to  elect  men  to  offices 
who  will  make  laws  that  will  be  as 
fair  to  labor  as  they  are  to  capital. 

The  most  drastic  and  far-reaching 
decision  ever  handed  down  against 
labor  was  issued  by  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  on  February  3d  of  this 
year.  This  decision  affects  every 
union  man,  in  fact,  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States.  The  court  has 
decided  against  the  United  Hatters  of 
North  America.  The  court,  under  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  law,  decides  that 
the  hatters  are  liable  in  damages  ac- 
cording to  the  complaint  of  the  Lioewe 
Company,  hatters.  This  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Supreme  Court,  wherein  it 
says  the  Lioewe  Company  can  collect 
three-fold  the  damages  sustained,  and 


the  cost  of  suit,  including  reasonable 
attorney's  fees,  makes  the  decision  the 
more  unjust,  for  at  the  present  time 
the  property  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  members  of  the  United  Hatters 
of  North  America,  both  real  estate  and 
bank  accounts,  is  attached  to  satisfy 
the  claim  of  Loewe  ft  Company  for 
damages  sustained  by  the  so-called 
boycott  carried  on  by  the  hatters' 
imion.  I'hese  are  things  that  will  dis- 
courage the  working  man,  and  cause 
him  to  withdraw  from  his  union, 
through  fear,  for  a  decision  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  the  highest  tribunal  of 
the  country,  is  law,  and  must  be 
obeyed  regardless  of  whether  or  not 
we  believe  the  decision  to  be  a  just 
one.  Our  only  recourse,  then.  Is  an 
appeal  to  Congres  for  relief,  and  have 
them  so  modify  the  Sherman  law  as 
to  give  labor  its  rights  in  the  pursuit 
of  life,  liberty  and  happiness. 

On  January  6th,  this  year.  Chief 
Justice  White  handed  down  a  decis- 
ion which  declared  the  Employers' 
Liability  Act,  enacted  by  Congress  last 
year,  was  unconstitutional.  The  law 
was  set  aside  on  the  ground  that  when 
it  was  enacted  congress  exceeded  its 
duty,  or,  in  other  words,  that  one 
man's  opinion  is  far  greater  than  the 
expressed  desire  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States,  through  their 
representatives.  Those  decisions  are 
of  great  importance  to  switchmen, 
and  affect  every  worklngman  in  the 
country.  Therefore,  it  behooves  us  to 
sit  up  and  take  notice  and  study  the 
men  whom  we  send  to  Congress  next 
fall.         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  B.  Con  nobs. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harshbarger. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

On  Feb.  9th  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railway  Co.,  through  A.  B. 
Stlckney  and  Chas.  F.  Smith,  receiv- 
ers, filed  notice  upon  the  engineers, 
firemen,  switchmen,  trainmen  and  con- 
ductors, requesting  an  audience  March 
9th  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 
schedule  of  wages  and  working  condi- 
tions. The  press  of  the  country  has 
said  much  about  wage  reductions 
affecting  railway  employees  lately  and 
we  have  ill  the  case  of  the  C.  Q.  W. 
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come  face  to  face  witli  the  stern  real- 
ity of  the  first  attempt  to  reduce  wages. 
The  committees  and  representatives  of 
the  organizations  herein  menifioned 
convened  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  and  in  considering  the 
firm  Intentions  of  the  System  to  shape 
conditions  of  emplosrment  that  would 
yield  greater  revenue,  the  committees 
were  unanimous  in  their  determination 
to  preserve  all  that  yenrs  of  labor  and 
energy  had  obtained.  In  this  I  believe 
they  have  proved  faithful  to  their  trust 
and  equal  to  the  powers  opposed  and 
the  brothers  on  other  lines  like  those 
on  the  C.  G.  W.,  engaged  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  present  status  of  em- 
ployment, have  cause  to  commend  the 
tact  displayed  In  defense  of  their 
rights.  This  was  the  beeinning  of 
what  might  have  terminated  In  a  gen- 
eral reduction  of  wages,  had  the  C.  G. 
W.  succeeded  In  the  scheme  of  revision, 
and  the  representatives  realizing  this, 
resolved  upon  a  determined  stand 
against  its  provisions.  Wisely  did  the 
men  Into  whose  hands  the  welfare  of 
the  employes  was  entrusted  conceive 
and  effect  a  cementation  of  the  union 
forces  for  the  common  weal  or  good  of 
pll.  There  has  been  cause  long  since 
for  a  closer  alliance  of  the  common 
Interests  of  the  railway  unions.  SInc:le 
handed  and  alone  they  have  fought, 
and  the  poor,  miserable  conditions  of 
the  railroad  man  generally  Is  a  strong 
plain  testimonial  of  its  folly. 

I  believe  in  trades  unions,  for  It  is 
a  known  and  undisputed  fact  that 
switchmen  are  better  qualified  to  make 
rules  and  regulations  befitting  their 
craft  than  are  the  firemen,  and  the 
firemen  being  more  familiar  with  the 
needs  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  those 
engaged  In  their  calling  are  unmlstak- 
ablv  better  qualified  to  champion  their 
rights  than  are  the  switchmen:  and  the 
only  thing  necessary  In  their  attain- 
ment is  for  us  to  assist  one  another. 
On  the  C.  G.  W.  R.  R.  I  am  glad  to  note 
the  various  brotherhoods  have  united, 
and  I  believe  this  will  be  welcomed 
and  approved  by  the  switchmen  every- 
where. The  switchmen,  firemen,  train- 
men, conductors,  engineers  and  teleg- 
raphers have  joined  hands  and  are 
standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  for  a 
common  cause,  justice. 

D.  A.  Harshbabger. 


ChiUren  of  the  Rich  and  Poor 
Contrasted. 

The  rich  man's  son  inherits  lands 
And   piles   of   brick,    and   stone,   and 

gold. 
And  he  Inherits  soft,  white  hands. 
And  tender  flesh  that  fears  the  cold. 
Nor  dares  to  wear  a  garment  old; 
A  heritage,  it  seems  to  me, 
One  scarce  would  wish  to  hold  in  fee. 

The  rich  man's  son  inherits  cares. 
The  bank  may  break,  the  factory  bum, 
A  breath  may  burst  his  bubble  shares; 
And    soft   white   hands   could    hardly 

earn 
A  living  that  would  serve  his  turn; 
A  heritage,  it  seems  to  me, 
One  scarce  would  wish  to  hold  in  fee. 

What  doth  the  poor  man's  son  inherit? 

Stout  muscles  and  a  sinewy  heart, 

A  hard  frame,  a  hardier  spirit; 

King  of  two  hands,  he  does  his  part 

In  every  useful  toil  and  art; 

A  heritage,  it  seems  to  me, 

A  king  might  wish  to  hold  In  fee. 

What  doth  the  poor  man's  son  inherit? 

A  patience  learned  of  being  poor, 

Courage  if  sorrow  comes  to  bear  it, 

A  fellow  feeling  that  is  sure 

To  make  the  outcast  bless  his  door, 

A  heritage,  it  seems  to  me, 

A  king  might  wish  to  hold  in  fee. 

Both,  heirs  to  some  six  feet  of  soil. 
Have  equal  in  the  earth  at  last, 
Both  children  of  the  same  dear  God, 
Prove  title  to  your  heirship  vast 
By  records  of  a  well-filled  past: 
A  heritage,  it  seems  to  me. 
Well  worth  a  life  to  hold  in  fee. 

— James  Russell  Lowell. 


Mr.  Union  Man,  do  you  know  when 
you  vote  the  old  party  tickets  that 
you  vote  the  same  tickets  the  strike- 
breaker votes?  Are  you  then  not  a 
POLITICAL  SCAB? 


When  purchasing  we  are  very  par- 
ticular about  the  union  label,  but  when 
voting  we  don't  give  a  darn;  we  never 
look  the  candidate  over  to  see  if  the 
union  label  is  an  attachment.  Why 
not?  Think  you  it  is  not  high  time 
to  send  men  to  our  legislative  halls 
who  are  stamped  from  head  to  foot 
with  the  union  label? 
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LABOR  MUST  ENTER  POLITICS  I 


By  Robert  Hunter. 


i* 

i »  Samuel  Gontpers,  you  are  the  leader  of  two  million  men.    That  is 

II      a  mighty  body. 

"^  They  are  the  most  capable  and  intelligent  of  the  working  class. 

^^  They  are  well  organized;  they  receive  the  highest  wages;  they 
i'*  have  the  best  hours.  They  have  won  their  enviable  position  through 
trade  unionism. 

With  this  army  you  have  fought  the  employers  on  the  industrial 
field.    They  have  tried  to  crush  you,    and    they    have    failed.      They 
have  found  you  too  powerful  and  too  well  organized  for  them  to  win 
X      a  permanent  victory.  * 

J;  THEY   ARE   NOW,    therefore,    TRYING    TO    CRUSH    YOU    by 

^  I      legislation,  by  means  of  the  courts— THROUGH    THEIR    POLITICAL 
i}       POWER. 

il  Do  you  realize  that  the  battle-field  has  changed? 

^^  It  is  no  longer  an  industrial  struggle;    it  is  a  political  struggle. 

*^  Leaders  of  labor  are  no  longer   where   they   once    were — ^at   the 

if      head  of  a  strike.    You  are  in  the  lobbies  of  the  legislatures,  fighting 
il      political   battles. 

J  J  But  you  have  no  power  politically.     You  are  not  organized.     You 

J  J  cannot  honestly  say  that  you  can  control  a  single  vote  except  your 
if  own.  You  have  an  industrial  army  that  knows  how  to  tfght  on  the 
II  industrial  field.  You  have  no  political  army,  and  you  are  in  the  posi- 
tion of  fighting  a  political  battle  with  no  organized  force  behind  you. 
4  The  politicians  of  Washington  laugh  at  you.    Cannon  and  Little- 

«►      field  and  Aldrich  ignore  you.    They  know  you  are  powerless. 
4>  The  employers  are  pretty  shrewd  people.     They  realize  that  you 

are  a  very  powerful  man  in  an  iDdustrial  battle,  and  they  have  trans- 
4  ferred  their  fighting  to  the  political  field.  They  have  captured  the 
^      courts  and  the  legislatures.    They  are  using  every  power  they  possess 

industrially  and  politically,  to  destroy  trade  unionism. 
J  J  You  are  fighting  them  with  one   hand — the  other  is  tied   behind 

i^      your  back. 

4  f  Seriously,  Samuel  Gompers,  Is  it  possible  that  you  hope  for  suc- 

Jl      cess?  % 

i*  ik 

4  i* 

f  ♦ 

i'f 


ji4.4i»».t.»»»»»»4.».tn|..t..ii»l>»»»<''l'4'»<'4'»»'t''t''t'>t''t'»»'t«»»»'t'»»<'»»»»'l''> 
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industrial  Heroes. 

There's  many  a  valiant  deed  been  done 

In   Freedom's  valiant  fight; 
There's  many  a  lady's  hand  been  won 

By   lanced  and  vizored  knight; 
Dipped  in  the  blood  of  his  fellow  man» 

Wielded  in  fear  or  rage, 
There's  many  a  "hero"  writ  his  name 

With  a  sword  on  hist'ry's  page. 
There's  m^ny  a  minstrel  won  renown 

With  harp  and  song  of  strife, 
But  few  have  sung  of  the  noble  deeds 

Of  the  heroes  of  common  life; 
Yet  the  bravest  deeds  that  were  ever 
done 

In  this  world  since  time  began, 
Are  the  deeds  that  were  done,  not  to 
destroy, 

But  to  aid  our  fellow  man. 

'Tis  not  enough  to  be  boldly  brave 
'Neath   the   focus   of   thousands   of 
eyes; 
'Tis  easy  enough  to  plunge  on  in  the 
fight 
When   the   world's   applause   is  the 
prize; 
Bu  different  far  is  the  mettle  required 

To  silently  fill  your  place. 
And    silent  go  down  to  an  unknown 
grave 
For  the  good  of  the  human  race. 
Tis    easy    to    fight    In    the    limelight 
bright 
While  the  world  looks  on  and  cheers 
And  martial  music  urges  on 

And  frenzy  curbs  our  fears; 
But  in  this  fierce- industrial  strife 

Are  men  and  women,  too, 
Who  every  day  risk  limb  and  life 
To  work  for  me  and  you. 

Brave  men  are  found  on  land  and  sea. 

In  stokehole,  mill  and  mine, 
The  man  who  holds  the  throttle 

And  the  man  who  drives  the  pine; 
Sky-scrapers  have  their  heroes,  too, 

And  firemen  show  by  far 
More  courage  true  than  e'er  was  shown 

In  brutal,  cruel  war. 
A  soldier  gets  a  royal  cross 

For  one  brave  deed  well  done, 
Ofttimes  his  whole  long  life  records 

Just  one  good  battle  won. 
But  here's  a  man  who  every  day 

For  home,  and  child  and  wife. 
Steps  lightly  to  his  daily  task 

And  lightly  risks  his  life. 


When   disaster   comes   to    the   storm- 
tossed  ship 

In  her  battle  with  the  wave. 
And  all  on  board  come  face  to  face 

With  a  lonely  ocean  grave. 
The  captain  sees  the  lifeboats  filled. 

Bids  them  all  a  lucky  trip — 
With  a  last  farewell  to  world  and  wife 

He  goes  down  with  his  ship. 
He  has  no  thought  of  medals  won. 

He  has  no  thought  of  fame, 
A  consciousness  of  duty  done 

Repays  him  for  the  game; 
The  prize  he  covets  is  not  gold 

And  naught  cares  he  for  place. 
But  a  love  of  humanity  urges  him  on 

To  perfect  the  human  race. 

A  warrior's  name  has  oft  been  won 

On  battle  grounds  of  old, 
By  men  who  shed  each  other's  blood 

In  brutal  strife  for  gold; 
But  the  age  long  march  through  the 
jungle  dark 

And  the  blood-thirst  of  the  beast 
Is  passing  away  with  the  coming  day 

And  the  light  breaks  in  the  East. 
When  warriors  rest  and  cannons  rust 

And  brutal  strife  shall  cease, 
The  minstrel  still  can  tune  his  harp 

To  braver  deeds  of  peace. 
For  the  bravest  deeds  that  were  ever 
done 

In  this  world  since  time  began. 
Are  the  deeds  that  were  done,  not  to 
destroy. 

But  to  aid  our  fellow  man. 

—V.  F,  Mabie, 


Killed. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Farrell  of  Lodge  169, 
while  switching  at  Youngstown,  March 
18th,  fell  between  cars,  both  legs  being 
crushed,  the  brother  dying  the  next 
day  from  the  shock. 


We  have  fed  you  all  for  a  thousand 
years, 
For  that  was  our  doom,  you  know, 
B*rom  the  days  when  you  chained  us  in 
your  fields 
To  the  strike  a  week  ago. 
You  ha'  eaten  our  lives  and  our  babes 
and  wives. 
And  we're  told  it's  your  legal  share. 
But  if  blood  be  the  price  of  your  law- 
ful wealth. 
Good  God,  we  ha'  bought  it  fair. 
— Rudyard  Kipling. 
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Warship 


Construction 
Navy  Yards. 


at  Our 


Popular  fallacies  die  hard,  especially 
wlien  they  are  kept  alive  by  persistent 
and  interested  misrepresentation.  A 
notable  instance  of  this  is  the  state- 
ment so  often  made  and  too  widely  be- 
lieved, that  it  costs  a  great  deal  more 
and  takes  considerably  longer  to  build 
a  battleship  at  a  government  navy 
yard  than  it  does  at  a  private  ship- 
yard. There  was  a  time,  it  is  true, 
when  navy-yard-built  ships  were  very 
costly,  and '  took  an  unconscionable 
time  to  complete;  but  that  was  over 
twenty  years  ago,  when  political  con- 
trol of  navy  yards  was  rampant,  and 
before  a  certain  courageous  young 
naval  constructor,  who  later  became 
chief  constructor  of  the  navy,  under- 
took the  task  of  rescuing  our  navy 
yards  from  political  control,  reform- 
ing their  many  abuses,  and  putting 
them  in  first  class  working  shape.  It 
was  the  regeneration  of  these  yards 
which  rendered  It  possible  for  them  to 
take  hold  of  the  highest  class  of  naval 
work  and  complete  it  in  the  same  time, 
and  for  only  slightly  more  cost,  than 
the  best  of  our  private  yards.  This 
was  clearly  proved,  some  years  later, 
in  the  construction  of  the  large  mod- 
em battleship,  the  "Connecticut,"  at 
the  New  York  navy  yard,  when  the 
work  was  carried  through  so  expedi- 
tiously that  the  private  yard  which 
had  taken  the  contract  for  the  sister 
ship  had  to  extend  itself  to  the  utmost 
to  keep  pace  with  the  government-built 
ship.  One  of  the  main  objects  of  giv- 
ing work  of  new  construction  to  the 
navy  yards  was  to  spur  the  private 
builders  to  greater  activity;  for  up  to 
that  time  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
the  government  contract  work  was 
treated  as  a  kind  of  standby  in  the  pri- 
vate yards,  the  first  attention  being 
given  to  orders  for  private  firms.  The 
record  made  by  the  "Connecticut"  for 
rapid  construction  has  acted  as  a  most 
effective  spur  to  the  private  yards,  and 
our  latest  warships,  in  spite  of  their 
greater  size,  are  being  built  in  from 
fifty  to  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  time 
taken  to  build  the  earlier  ships. 

The  agitation  in  favor  of  navy-built 
ships  originated  within  the  navy  itself, 
and  its  most  effective  advocate  was  the 
naval   constructor   above   referred   to. 


Mr.  Francis  T.  Bowles,  who  subse- 
quently left  the  navy  and  is  now  the 
president  of  one  of  the  great  ship- 
yards upon  which  the  government 
depends  mainly  for  the  construction 
of  its  new  navy.  The  most  complete 
and  convincing  presentation  of  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  navy-built  ships 
is  that  made  by  Mr.  Bowles  in  the 
year  1900  before  a  congressional  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs  appointed  to 
consider  this  question.  'Just  now, 
when  the  question  is  again  being  agi- 
tated, it  would  be  impossible  to  find  a 
better  brief  for  the  case  than  this  tes- 
timony of  the  former  constructor. 

In  his  evidence  before  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Bowles  stated  that  the  first 
advantage  of  building  ships  in  navy 
yards  is  that  it  maintains  the  efficiency 
of  the  mechanical  force  and  of  the 
plant  and  shops.  "The  reason  that  we 
have  navy  yards  is  to  provide  our- 
selves with  the  means  of  equipping  and 
keeping  our  ships  in  good  order  for 
purposes  of  war;  and.  with  that  end 
in  view,  and  In  the  light  of  our  recent 
experiences,  it  is  essential  that  the 
organization  of  a  mechanical  force 
and  the  equipment  should  be  kept  in 
an  efficient  condition. 

"Now,  if,  in  these  yards,  which  are 
essential  to  the  object  of  the  navy,  we 
should  keep  a  vessel  or  two  vessels 
building  all  the  time,  we  would  have 
a  nucleus  of  a  complete  force,  and  it 
would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  do  that 
work  with  a  reasonable  degree  of 
economy,  that  our  yards  should  be 
kept  in  good  order. 

"The  fact  that  a  vessel  is  building 
in  a  navy  yard  makes  it  possible  to 
conduct  the  repair  work  of  the  fleet 
economically  and  rapidly;  because,  it 
a  vessel  comes  in  for  repairs,  as  soon 
as  it  is  determined  what  it  is  neces- 
sary to  do,  the  force  is  available,  and 
every  shop  is  in  working  order,  and 
the  chances  are  that  there  is  a  stock 
of  material  on  hand  of  every  kind  that 
would  be  needed  to  make  those  repairs. 
The  matter  of  having  the  material  on 
hand  is  one  of  the  most  essential  items 
in  carrying  on  work  rapidly. 

"The  third  advantage  is  that  the 
amount  expended  for  repairs  will  be 
reduced  by  the  fact  of  having  ships 
building  in  the  yard.  That  may  seem 
a  curious  thing,  but  it  Is  perfectly  true 
that  if  you  have  got  enough  to  do  to 
keep  an  efficient  force  at  work,  there 
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win  be  no  tendency  whatever  to  mag- 
nify repair  work,  or  even  to  devote 
attention  to  considering  what  improve- 
ments can  be  made  in  existing  ships. 

"The  fourth  advantage  in  carrying 
on  new  work  in  the  navy  srards  is  that 
it  enables  the  government  to  main- 
tain a  high  standard  of  workmanship 
and  design,  by  which  the  contractors 
can  be  made  to  conform  to  what  is 
necessary  under  their  contracts,  and  I 
consider  this  a  great  advantage. 

"I  will  combine  that  with  the  fifth 
item  on  my  list;  that  building  ships 
in  navy  yards  provides  a  training  for 
those  who  must  inspect  the  contract 
work.  I  maintain  that  a  man  is  unfit 
to  be  a  government  inspector,  to  tell 
the  contractor  how  his  work  shall  be 
done  and  what  is  acceptable  and  what 
is  not  acceptable,  unless  he  has  had 
that  kind  of  work  himself. 

"The  next  advantage  to  the  govern- 
ment in  doing  the  work  is  that  no 
profit  has  to  be  made.  The  cost  of  in- 
spection can  also  be  saved.  When  a 
ship  is  built  by  contract,  the  govern- 
ment maintains  a  force  of  inspectors 
and  draftsmen,  who  inspect  the  work 
in  progress  and  make  projected  plans. 
The  cost  of  a  trial  trip  is  another 
item  saved,  for  it  Is  the  custom  to  re- 
munerate the  contractor,  either  by  in- 
cluding it  in  his  contract,  or  fairly, 
as  an  extra  bill,  for  all  the  expenses 
of  the  trial  trip." 

Now,  since  the  above  telling  argu- 
ments were  presented^— and  they  are 
just  as  valid  today  as  when  they  were 
made— the  question,  as  we  have  noted 
above,  has  been  put  to  the  test  by  the 
construction  at  Brooklyn  of  one  of  a 
pair  of  the  largest  battleships  so  far 
built  for  our  navy;  and  the  question 
naturally  arises.  How  far  have  the  pre- 
dictions of  the  former  chief  constructor 
been  verified?  In  answer.  It  can  be 
said  that  the  "Connecticut/'  In  spite 
of  the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  private 
firm  which  was  building  the  sister  ship 
"Louisiana,"  was  completed  within  the 
same  time  as  that  ship,  and  within 
two  or  three  months  less  time  than 
called  for  by  the  contract.  Because 
of  the  fact  that  hours  are  shorter  and 
the  pay  somewhat  higher  in  the  gov- 
ernment yards,  no  claim  was  ever 
made  that  the  "Connecticut"  could  be 
built  as  cheaply  as  the  "Louisiana." 
It  was  estimated  that  she  would  cost 
about  10  per  cent,  more  than  the  other 


ship.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  final 
summing  up  of  the  cost,  it  was  found 
that  she  cost  only  5  per  cent.  more. 
The  latest  official  report  of  the  Navy 
Department  gives  the  total  cost  of  the 
two  ships  to  Sept.  30.  1907 — the  figures 
including  the  expense  of  alterations 
chargeable  to  original  construction, 
and  also  of  armor  and  permanent  ord- 
nance fittings — ^as  follows:  For  the 
"Connecticut,"  $6,367,308.22;  for  the 
"Louisiana,"  $6,037,344.47. 

The  question  may  be  raised  as  to 
whether  as  good  a  ship  can  be  built 
at  our  navy  yards  as  at  the  private 
yards.  Perhaps  the  most  conclusive 
test  of  this  point  is  to  compare  the 
actual  cost  of  repairs  on  these  two 
ships  since  their  completion.  Fortun- 
ately, the  figures  are  available;  for 
the  same  report  gives  the  cost  of  such 
repairs  for  the  "Connecticut"  as  $94,- 
314.56.  and  for  the  "Louisiana"  as 
$110,500.19.  a  difference  of  about  17 
per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  "Connecticut." 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  comparison  is 
more  favorable  than  appears  on  the 
face,  and  this  for  the  reason  that  the 
totals  for  the  "Connecticut"  include 
repairs  made  necessary  by  her  having 
been  run  aground  during  the  past 
summer,  an  accident  which,  of  course, 
is  in  no  sense  chargeable  to  the  qual- 
ity of  the  work  of  the  ship  itself. 

In  regard  to  the  5  per  cent,  increased 
cost  of  the  "Connecticut,"  it  is  but 
fair  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  being  the  first  large  battleship  to 
be  built  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard, 
there  are  several  items  of  cost  charged 
to  her  which  would  not  appear  against 
any  subsequent  battleship  built  upon 
the  same  ways.  These  are  expenses 
due  to  work  of  a  preparatory  kind;  to 
the  provision  of  special  tools  in  the 
machine  shops  and  special  appliances 
in  the  yard,  which,  once  built,  will  be 
available  for  subsequent  ships. 

Thus,  the  preparation  of  slip,  crib- 
bing, and  scaffolding  cost  over  $39,000 
for  the  "Connecticut."  as  against  $12,- 
000  for  the  "Louisiana";  so  also  the 
cost  of  preparing  launching  ways  and 
launching  the  ship  cost  over  100  per 
cent,  more  for  the  navy-yard  ship. 
There  would  be  no  such  difference  in 
the  case  of  the  next  battleship  to  be 
built  on  these  same  launching  ways. 
Again,  in  the  preparation  of  beds  and 
erecting,  the  list  shows  a  cost  of  $12,- 
000,  or  about  100  per  cent,  more  for 
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the  "Connecticut."  This  item  prob- 
ably refers  to  the  beds  on  which  the 
engines  were  built;  yet  these  beds 
are  now  a  part  of  the  permanent  plant 
of  the  erecting  shop,  and  indeed,  are 
now  being  used  for  building  the  en- 
gines for  the  collier  "Vestal."  It  would 
be  possible  to  follow  this  comparison 
further  if  we  had  time,  and  show  that 
if  the  cost  of  these  preliminary  pre- 
parations and  of  special  tools  and  ap- 
pliances were  charged  to  the  plant  of 
the  yard,  to  which  they  properly  be- 
long, the  difference  of  6  per  cent,  be- 
tween the  "Connecticut''  and  "Louis- 
iana" would  be  not  a  little  reduced. 

Time  Taken  to  Build  Othkb  Ships. 

The  official  record  of  the  building  of 
the  other  twenty-one  best  known  ships 
in  the  nayy  shows  that  not  one  of 
them  was  built  in  contract  time.  The 
"Nebraska,"  built  by  Moran  Brothers 
of  Seattle,  and  the  "Georgia,"  built  by 
the  Bath  Iron  Works  of  Bath«  Me., 
were  over  three  years  longer  building 
than  the  "Connecticut." 

The  "New  Jersey,"  built  by  the  Fore 
River  Shipbuilding  Company  at  Fore 
River,  Mass.,  and  the  "Virginia,"  built 
by  the  Newport  News  Company  at 
Newport  News,  Va.,  were  over  two 
years  longer  building  than  the  "Con- 
necticut," although  the  "Connecticut" 
is  larger  than  any  of  these  ships  by 
fifteen  feet  in  length,  by  seven  and 
one-half  inches  in  beam,  by  nine  inches 
in  draft,  the  displacement  being  1,000 
tons  greater,  the  coal  carrying  cap- 
acity being  larger  by  500  toirs. 


Humanity. 

Life  has  been  represented  as  a 
school,  its  aim  being  the  art  of  living. 
This  educational  idea  is  set  forth  by 
Him  who  is  called  the  Master  of  Life, 
"I  am  come  that  they  might  have  life 
and  that  they  might  have  it  more 
abundantly."  "To  prepare  us  for  com- 
plete living,"  says  Herbert  Spencer, 
"is  the  function  which  education  has 
to  discharge/' 

This  is  a  wonderful  world  in  which 
we  live.  To  sit  at  the  feet  of  the 
geologist,  the  chemist,  the  botanist, 
the  biologist,  the  astronomer,  and 
study  its  wonders,  is  entertainment 
most  enjoyable.  But  then  we  are  not 
content  with  scientific  explanations. 
We  at  once  inquire,  "What  do  these 


things  mean?  Why  this  marvelous 
adjustment  of  things?"  For  there  has 
come  into  our  minds  instinctively  the 
suggestion  of  a  higher  relationship* 
expressed  by  the  old  Hebrew  poet  in 
the  inspired  words:  "When  I  consider 
the  heavens,  the  work  of  Thy  fingers, 
the  moon  and  the  stars  which  Thoa 
hast  ordained,  what  is  man  that  Thou 
art  so  mindful  of  him?" 

"Man  is  the  measure  of  all  things.*' 
It  is  for  him  the  wonders  of  the  world 
exist.  He  is  the  lord  for  whom  this 
earthly  realm  was  equipped.  That  is 
great  which  makes  him  great.  Noth- 
ing is  worthy  to  be  that  does  not  con- 
tribute to  his  being— to  his  true  living. 

Without  this  conception  of  life  and 
man,  there  is  no  arriving  at  the  true 
meaning  of  labor.  Carlyle  said:  "All 
true  work  is  sacred.  In  all  true  work, 
were  it  but  true  hand  labor,  there  is 
something  of  divineness."  Everything 
in  labor  that  makes  man  bigger,  bet- 
ter, happier;  that  makes  life  larger, 
nobler,  sweeter,  is  sacred;  while  every- 
thing that  brings  the  opposite  results 
is  sinful  and  to  be  condemned. 

"So,  for  all  men  the  law  of  work  is 
plain. 
It  gives  them  food,  strength,  knowl- 
edge, victory,  peace; 
It   makes   Joy    possible    and   lessens 
pain. 
From    passion's    lawless    power    it 
wins  release. 
Confirms  the  heart  and  widens  rea- 
son's reign; 
Makes  men  like  God,  whose  work 
can  never  cease." 

All  labor  is  dignified  that  dignifies, 
and  none  other.  The  man  who  works 
like  a  beast  of  burden,  and  who  in 
consequence  is  compelled  to  live  like 
one,  cannot  be  glorified  by  any  patron- 
izing panegyric  of  greedy  employers 
into  a  high  type  of  manhood. 

Whether  labor  is  dignified  or  not 
depends  upon  its  object,  its  effects,  its 
results,  and  the  conditions  under 
which  it  is  performed. 

Labor  which  results  in  the  produc- 
tion of  commodities  of  use  and  beauty, 
which  is  performed  under  healthful 
and  ennobling  conditions,  and  which 
is  accompanied  by  adequate  pleasure 
and  profit — ^labor  which  enhances  life 
— is  dignified,  a  blessing,  divine.  But 
the  labor  which  takes  the  best  out  of 
man,  which  exhausts  his  physical  and 
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mental  powers,  which  "stunts  the  body 
and  slopes  the  brow/'  which  arrests 
his  aspirations  and  hampers  his  hopes, 
which  welds  him  to  the  handle  of  the 
hoe  and  withholds  from  his  hand  the 
sceptre  of  a  commanding  existence,  Is 
but  brutality.  It  is  a  curse«  and  no 
elaborate  encomiums  can  make  It  any- 
thing else. 

There  Is  nothing  in  this  world 
greater  than  a  man.  That  is  the 
teaching  of  scripture  and  of  the  con- 
stitution of  our  country.  It  Is  the 
basis  of  law  and  legislation,  in  their 
fundamental  and  unadulterated  Intent. 
It  is  the  inspiration  of  poetry,  phil- 
osophy and  patriotism.  He  is  superior 
to  property,  to  money,  to  everything. 

The  man  is  bigger  than  the  job. 
This  is  the  basic  idea  of  unionism. 
Indeed,  it  is  about  all  there  is  to 
unionism.  If  this  were  recognized  in 
the  industrial  world,  there  would  be 
no  need  of  labor  unions  in  their  pres- 
ent form.  But  the  whole  theory  of 
modem  industrialism  reverses  this 
order.  And  pulpit,  press,  government, 
judiciary  and  public  endorse  the  re- 
versal. 

When  a  strike  is  called,  what  is  the 
first  consideration?  "Property  must 
be  protected."  The  men  whose  man- 
hood compelled  them  to  protest  against 
the  degradation  of  their  living,  ask  to 
be  heard.  Their  wages  have  been  cut, 
their  hours  of  labor  lengthened.  They 
have  been  robbed  by  their  employers 
and  submitted  to  indignities  they  were 
taught  from  Infancy  by  the  precepts 
and  example  of  our  forefathers  to  re- 
sist. There  is  no  provision  to  protect 
their  manhood — their  better  living. 
The  troops  are  called,  the  instruments 
of  legalized  murder  made  ready,  to 
give  the  lie  to  the  highest  principle  of 
Christianity  and  American  civiliza- 
tion— ^that  man  is  more  than  anything 
else  in  God's  universe! 

**The  tyranny  of  unsanctlfled  labor 
unions,"  rants  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel  of  Him  who  stood  with  the 
lowly  and  oppressed,  who  taught  that 
the  meanest  and  most  shriveled  speci- 
men of  mankind  was  beyond  price, 
who  made  riches  a  sin  and  chose  for 
Himself  the  friendship  of  toiling  men. 
Thus  he  raves  against  the  unions.  But 
who  of  his  kind  is  there  to  shake  the 
sword  of  truth  in  the  face  of  the  mul- 
titudinous tyrannies  of  wealth  and 
prostituted    authority    that    are    beg- 


garing and  brutalizing  millions  of 
working  men? 

O  for  a  Lincoln  to  rise  up  in  this 
day  of  Federal  troops  strike-breakers, 
to  say  what  he  said  to  Gen.  Rosecrans, 
who  had  detailed  a  number  of  soldiers 
who  were  printers  to  take  the  place  of 
striking  printers  in  St.  Louis  in  1864: 
''Order  those  soldiers  back  to  duty  in 
the  ranks.  The  servants  of  the  Fed- 
eral government  shall  not  Interfere 
with  the  legitimate  demands  of  labor 
so  long  as  I  am  President." 

O  for  a  pt'eacher  fired  with  the  spirit 
of  the  great  Scotchman,  who  left  his 
chair  of  language  in  the  Edinburgh 
University,  exclaiming:  "Let  Greek 
die!  Let  Hebrew  die!  Let  learning 
go  to  the  dogs!  But  let  human  beings 
and  human  brotherhood  live!" 

How  carefully  do  the  guardians  of 
the  law  preserve  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty and  business!  How  sacred  are 
the  interests  of  the  rich!  Calhoun's 
cars  have  been  killing  and  maiming 
people  in  San  Francisco  until  there  is 
hardly  a  fender  on  any  of  the  cars 
that  is  not  stained  with  human  blood. 
Yet  there  was  not  a  single  human  life 
crushed  out  that  was  not  worth  more 
than  all  the  street  car  property  of 
'Frisco.  A  strike  came  on.  No  one 
denies  its  being  just.  The  workers 
were  right  in  their  demands,  which 
were  only  what  the  instincts  of  man- 
hood required.  On  one  side  were  the 
lives — the  subsistence,  the  hopes,  the 
happiness,  the  humanity — of  hundreds 
of  poor  men  and  their  families.  On 
the  other  was  the  property  of  a  few 
rich  men  to  whom  the  car  system  in- 
volved was  no  more  than  a  plaything. 

Call  the  assertion  anything  you 
please.  But  it  cannot  be  denied  on 
any  high  grounds  of  Christianity  or 
Americanism  that  the  strikers  had  as 
much  right  to  wreck  the  cars  of  Cal- 
houn as  he  had  to  wreck  their  jobs, 
their  homes  and  their  hopes  by  bom- 
barding them  with  a  horde  of  convict 
strike-breakers! 

There  is  no  law  of  property  In  this 
land  that  can  take  precedence  over 
the  law  of  God  woven  inextricably  into 
our  American  constitution — the  pre- 
eminence of  human  life,  liberty  and 
happiness  over  the  edict  of  kings  and 
everything  else  under  the  heavens. 

The  Federal  government  finds  itself 
impotent  to  compel  the  manufacturers 
of  this  country  to  continue  to  employ 
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their  workmen  during  hard  times  and 
thus  economically  divide  with  their 
major  partners  the  profits  of  their 
common  business,  notwithstanding 
that  thousands  and  millions  of  poor 
people  are  being  robbed  of  life,  lib- 
erty and  happiness.  But  the  same 
government,  through  Its  chief  execu- 
tive, finds  Itself  legally  and  immedi- 
ately empowered  to  send  its  troops  into 
a  remote  and  isolated  desert  mining 
camp  to  protect  the  properties  and 
schemes  of  a  handful  of  stock  gam- 
blers who  have  become  rich  by  means 
of  fraud  and  chance! 

The  Christian  church  is  dozing! 
The  American  conscience  is  soundly 
asleep!  Christ  knew  no  law  greater 
than  human  needs.  There  was  a  man 
with  a  withered  hand.  It  was  asked  of 
Christ  if  it  was  lawful  to  heal  on  the 
Sabbath.  He  replied:  "What  man 
shall  there  be  among  you  that  shall 
have  one  sheep,  and  if  it  fall  into  a 
pit  on  the  Sabbath  day,  will  he  not  lay 
hold  on  it,  and  lift  It  out?  How  much 
then  is  a  man  better  than  a  sheep?" 
To  him  the  impulses  of  animation,  the 
sensations  of  a  sheep,  outweighed  the 
sanctity  of  the  Sabbath.  What  would 
He  say  of  human  laws  that  lift  their 
sanctimonious  shapes  against  the 
heavy  heart-throbs  of  hungry  millions! 

The  colonies  were  governed  by  laws 
— laws  that  had  lived  through  cen- 
turies and  backed  by  the  greatest  na- 
tional power  of  those  days.  But  the 
founders  of  America  had  consciences 
awake  that  discerned  a  law  transcend- 
ing the  tremendous  laws  of  England. 

"Is  life  so  dear  or  peace  so  sweet  as 
to  be  purchased  at  the  price  of  chains 
and  slavery?  Forbid  It,  Almighty 
God!  I  know  not  what  course  others 
may  take,  but  as  for  me,  give  me  lib- 
erty or  give  me  death!"  So  thundered 
Patrick  Henry.    He  was  awake. 

"There  Is  a  popular  faith,"  says 
Joslah  Strong,  "that  'God  takes  care  of 
children,  fools  and  the  United  States.* 
We  deem  ourselves  a  chosen  people, 
and  Incline  to  the  belief  that  the  Al 
mighty  stands  pledged  to  our  pros- 
perity." America  Is  no  more  to  the 
Almighty  than  was  Babylon,  except 
America  stands  first  for  manhood  and 
its  highest  liberty.— TTte  Citizen. 


Is  it  Gold  That  Wins? 

(Dedicated  to  those  who  have  endeav- 
ored to  crush  us.) 

To  conquer  success  with  bare  talent 

and  brain 
Is  harder  than  breaking  of  shackle  or 

chain, 
And  he  who  rises  by  sheer  manhood 

and  might. 
Is  more  than  a  hero  who  conquers  In 

fight. 
He  will  find  It  a  fact,  no  matter  how 

strong. 
That  the  struggle  must  be  both  earnest 

and  long, 
While  martyred  for  genius,  and  bound 

like  a  thief. 
In   anguish    he   hopes    and   triumphs 

through  grief. 

Though  he  may  have  talent  of  bard  or 

of  seer. 
He'll  wrestle  with  fate  and  battle  with 

fear, 
While    grim    poverty's    ghost    stands 

close  by  his  side 
It  Is  hard  to  conquer,  though  goaded 

by  pride; 
For   'tis   money   that    rules,    and   'tis 

gold  that  wins. 
Crowning  the  evil  and  shielding  their 

sins 
From   just  censure   and   scorn,   while 

merit  and  worth 
Are  burdened   with  toil   and   crushed 

to  the  earth. 

But  If  he  has  money,  no  matter  how 

mean. 
He  win  be  worshipped  like   king  or 

like  queen. 
ESach  wish  will  be  granted,  with  most 

gracious  smile. 
Though    weak,    ungenerous,    deceitful 

and  vile. 
For  gold  thinks  It  can  win   In   life's 

every  game. 
Whether  you  play  for  wealth,  pleasure 

or  fame, 
For  right  Is  forgotten  and  merit  not 

known, 
While  Capital  governs  and  that  alone. 

— Anon. 


In  Bulgaria  the  chief  article  of  food 
is  sour  mhk  made  Into  zoghurt.  On 
this  diet  the  people  live  to  rare  old  age. 


If  all  the  skyscrapers  In  New  York 
were  piled  one  atop  of  the  other  a 
building  of  66G^  stories  would  rear  it- 
self toward  high  heaven. 
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SACRED  HATS  VS.  MEN 


St  Louis  Newspaper  Declares 
It's  Time  to  Call  a  Halt  on 
Our  Latest  Masters. 


A  maker  of  hats  in  Danbury,  Conn., 
whose  hats  were  boycotted  by  the  la- 
bor union,  has  won  a  decision  from  the 
Supreme  Court  permitting  him  to  sue 
the  union  and  its  members  for  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  loss  they 
caused  him. 

This  is  under  the  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  law,  which  was  passed  to  worry 
the  trust  octopus.  Perhaps  the  law- 
makers never  imagined  that  it  would 
swing  around  and  hit  a  labor  union, 
and  then  again  perhaps  the  trust  law- 
yers in  the  lobby  and  committee  rooms 
knew  how  the  thing  would  work. 

The  Supreme  Court  justices,  how- 
ever, are  rare  legal  dentists.  Some- 
times a  law  is  brought  to  them  which 
has  no  teeth  at  all,  and  they  fit  it  out 
with  a  fine  set  of  false  teeth;  while 
another  law,  which  has  a  double  set 
of  teeth  all  around,  with  tusks  at  each 
comer,  gets  most  of  them  nicely 
pulled. 

In  this  case  the  sacred  hat  trade  had 
been  attacked,  and  the  lower  courts 
decided  that  the  law  could  not  protect 
it  The  Supreme  Court  saw  at  once, 
however,  that  hats  formed  one  of  the 
pillars  of  society,  and  their  protection 
was  imperative. 

Another  case  was  that  of  an  engineer 
discharged  by  a  railroad  because  he 
was  a  anion  man.  The  Erdman  law 
provided  that  the  railroad  company 
could  not  be  fined  for  doing  this.  It 
was  fined  by  a  lower  court,  but  the 
Supreme  Court  pulled  all  the  teeth  out 
of  this  law  in  short  order.  A  union 
man  is  merely  a  human  being,  and 
not  a  hat,  and  the  corporations  may 
discharge  him  and  blacklist  him  as 
much  as  they  like.  You  can  boycott 
a  man,  but  you  cannot  boycott  a  hat. 
Tou  can  blacklist  a  man,  but  you  can- 
not blacklist  a  hat. 

When  you  put  on  your  derby  hat 
made  in  Banbury,  Conn.,  handle  it 
gently,  because  it  is  a  holy  emblem  of 
the  rights  of  property.  The  rights  of 
hats,  according  to  the  courts,  are 
higher  than  the  rights  of  man.    There 


has  been  no  such  significant  verdict 
since  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  which 
declared  that  a  human  being,  when  he 
was  black,  was  as  much  property  as  a 
walking  stick.  That  decision  caused 
the  Civil  War. 

This  decision  should  not  cause  a 
war,  but  it  should  bring  about  a  revo- 
lution in  our  constitutional  methods. 
The  constitution  has  not  been  amended 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  it 
should  be  amended  now.  If  Congress 
is  not  to  be  put  above  the  court,  the 
people  should  be  put  above  the  court 
and  should  be  able  to  decide  constitu- 
tional questions  finally  by  referendum 
vote. — 8t,  Louis  Star-Chronicle, 


King  Capital— A  Parable 

By  J.  R.  Cole. 

Once  there  was  a  powerful  king  who 
ruled  over  a  great  and  rich  land.  He 
had  millions  of  obedient  subjects  who 
reverenced  him,  and  whenever  his 
name  was  mentioned  would  cry: 
"Great  is  Capital,  our  king!  May  his 
shadow  never  grow  less!" 

But  although  great  and  powerful. 
Capital  was  vain  and  ignorant  and 
cruel. 

In  his  vanity  he  took  to  himself  all 
the  credit  for  the  prosperity  of  his 
country.  "See  what  I  have  done!"  he 
would  say;  "I  have  built  roads;  I 
have  established  great  industries;  I 
have  cultivated  the  arts.  My  land 
owes  its  prosperity  to  my  wisdom  and 
foresight." 

But  the  truth  was  that  without  the 
intelligent  industry  of  his  subjects, 
the  land  would  have  been  a  barren 
waste  and  wilderness,  while  the  wis- 
dom that  the  king  boasted  was  mostly 
taken  at  second-hand  from  his  ad- 
visers, who  were  also  among  his  sub- 
jects. 

Capital's  ignorance  was  displayed 
by  the  fact  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  misery  of  subjects 
makes  a  king's  throne  insecure,  and 
accordingly  permitted  many  millions 
of  his  people  to  live  in  wretchedness, 
and  without  alarm  saw  their  misery 
increasing. 

In  his  cruelty  he  sacrificed  children 
and  old  people,  the  sick  and  the  help- 
less, as  well  as  strong  men  and  wo- 
men, to  his  lust  for  power  and  pleas- 
ure. 
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Nevertheless,  the  greater  part  of 
King  Capital's  subjects  could  see  no 
fault  in  him.  So  inflated  were  they 
with  pride  in  the  greatness  of  their 
country,  and  the  glory  of  the  king's 
conquests  throughout  the  world,  that 
they  chose  to  ignore  his  vanity,  his 
Ignorance  and  his  cruelty.  And  from 
looking  up  to  him,  and  admiring  him, 
they  had  become  almost  as  ignorant 
and  cruel  as  he  was. 

Moreover,  they  thought  that  they 
lived  in  a  constitutional  monarchy. 
At  stated  times  they  elected  their 
legislatures  and  their  officers  of  the 
law,  and  with  great  pride  boasted  that 
they  were  a  self-governing  people,  and 
that  even  the  king  was  subject  to  the 
law. 

But  the  peculiar  fact  was  that  the 
legislatures  and  the  officers  of  the  law, 
after  they  had  been  elected  looked  to 
Capital  for  their  orders. 

"Here  is  a  law  that  the  people  are 
petitioning  us  to  make!"  they  would 
say  to  the  king:  "What  is  Your  High- 
ness's  pleasure?"  And  if  the  king  re- 
plied: "That  law  does  not  suit  me," 
the  law  would  not  be  made.  But  if  at 
last,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  Capital 
allowed  the  law  to  be  made,  then, 
when  it  came  to  being  enforced,  the 
officers  of  the  law  would  go  to  the 
king  and  ask:  "Shall  we  enforce  this 
law?"  and  the  king  would  answer: 
"Do  not  enforce  it!"  The  king's  word 
was  always  obeyed.  Yet  still  the  peo- 
ple of  the  land  of  Capital  put  their 
faith  in  laws,  not  seeing  that  laws  are 
of  no  use  without  the  power  to  en- 
force them.  The  cry  was  ever  "Law!" 
"Law!"  and  "More  Law!" 

At  length  the  misery  in  the  land 
grew  to  a  great  extent,  and  those  of 
the  subjects  of  Capital  who  were  hun- 
gry and  cold,  began  to  cry  out  against 
the  king's  indifference  to  them;  but 
the  well-fed  rebuked  them,  saying: 
"Great  is  our  King!  To  him  we  owe 
our  prosperity!" 

Then  the  king  said  to  himself:  "I 
will  make  war  against  a  weak  people, 
and  by  so  doing  I  will  rid  myself  of 
many  of  these  discontented  ones,  and 
at  the  same  time  increase  my  own 
glory."  , 

Accordingly  he  proclaimed  war 
against  a  weaker  people,  and  his  sub- 
jects throughout  his  dominion,  blind- 
ed by  their  own  vanity  and  ignorance, 
and  almost  as  indifferent  to  the  suf- 


ferings of  their  fellows  as  the  king 
himself,  threw  their  hats  in  the  air, 
and  shouted  with  enthusiasm.  And 
whenever  the  king  passed,  they  bowed 
themselves  down,  crying:  "AH  hail, 
King  Capital!  Great  and  glorious  Is 
our  King!  May  his  shadow  never 
grow  less!     O  King,  live  forever!" 


The  Right  to  Publish  Unfair 
Firms. 

Charles  L.  Swan,  attorney  for  the 
Metal  Polishers'  International  Union, 
In  an  article  in  the  official  journal  of 
the  organization,  discusses  the  injunc- 
tion prohibiting  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  from  publishing  the  name 
of  the  Buck  Stove  and  Range  Company 
under  the  head  of  "We  Don't  Patron- 
ize" list,  as  follows: 

"We  have  been  told  that  in  this 
country  the  laws  are  made  for  the  peo- 
ple, but  we  are  fast  becoming  a  na- 
tion of  judge-made  laws.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  of  judges  appointed  by  our 
Presidents  to  the  federal  judiciary.  It 
behooves  the  people  of  this  country  to 
realize  before  it  Is  too  late  the  Impor- 
tance of  their  rights. 

"Before  the  people  of  the  colonies 
adopted  the  constitution  they  made  it 
as  one  of  the  conditions  that  Congress 
shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  speech'  or  the  press.  If  an 
organization  cannot  notify  Its  mem- 
bership of  those  who  are  unfair  to  It. 
through  the  columns  of  Its  own  paper, 
then  there  Is  an  abridgement  of  the 
right  of  free  speech  and  free  press.  A 
precedent  once  set  makes  It  very  easy 
to  enlarge  Its  scope  every  time  It  Is 
brought  Into  play.  We  cannot  remove 
the  judge,  because  his  position  Is  for 
lifetime,  but  we  do  have  It  In  our  power 
to  select  a  President  who  is  In  sym- 
pathy with  the  common  people  and 
will  not  appoint  to  the  judiciary  serv- 
ants of  special  Interests.  By  a  far- 
fetched Interpretation  the  court  called 
the  using  of  the  'Don't  Patronize'  list 
a  means  of  boycott;  such  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  the  case,  for  the  reason  that 
threats  or  fear  are  elements  that  must 
enjer  into  boycott,  while  the  *Don't 
Patronize'  list  Is  simply  a  means  of 
informing  Interested  parties  that  such 
firms  under  the  list  are  not  fair  to  the 
craft — in  other  words,  said  firms  do 
not  patronize  union  labor,  do  not  meet 
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the  conditions  that  union  labor  have 
established  as  their  goal. 

"Why  have  people  not  a  right  to 
know  the  conditions  under  which  an 
article  they  desire  to  use  is  manufac- 
tured? For  instance,  who  would 
smoke  a  cigar  made  in  a  tenement 
house,  with  all  its  unsanitary  condi- 
tions, or  wear  clothing  made  under 
similar  conditions?  Who  desires  the 
laborers  to  work  in  an  unsanitary  fac- 
tory and  have  pauper  wages  paid? 
Have  the  people  at  large  not  a  right  to 
know  these  things,  and,  knowing  them, 
have  they  not  a  right  to  refuse  to  buy 
articles  made  under  such  conditions? 
How  are  the  consumers  to  learn  the 
conditions  if  it  be  not  permitted  to 
publish  them  In  newspapers  or  maga- 
ines? 

"If  a  judge  can  enjoin  a  'Don't  Pa- 
tronize' list  he  can  enjoin  newspapers 
from  publishing  the  facts  of  a  mine 
disaster,  for  the  reason  that  the  public 
at  large  might  refuse  to  buy  the  prod- 
uct of  a  mine  that  put  in  jeopardy  the 
lives  of  the  employes.  There  is  no 
limit  to  what,  in  course  of  time,  the 
injunction  might  apply.  Every  year 
the  scope  of  the  injunction  broadens; 
where  will  the  end  be? 

"Some  decisions  would  seem  ridicul- 
ous were  not  the  consequences  so  seri- 
ous. Liberty  has  never  been  lost  by  a 
single  blow,  but  has  been  overturned 
by  the  gradual  encroach  upon  its  pre- 
rogatives. 

"The  writer  of  this  article  is  a  Arm 
believer  in  obedience  to  law.  He  does 
not  believe  in  force  being  used  by  an 
individual,  an  organization  or  the  na- 
tion. His  experience  has  taught  him 
that  pacific  means  secure  more  rights 
than  war.  He  also  believes  in  patron- 
izing his  friends  and  leaving  his  ene- 
mies alone.  He  wants  his  friends  also 
to  patronize  his  friends  and  not  his 
enemies.  He  believes  in  a  'Don't  Pa- 
tronize* list.  He  believes,  under  the 
constitution,  that  there  is  a  legal  right 
to  publish  such  list,  and  that  any  judge 
who  shall  proclaim  otherwise  does  not 
understand  the  spirit  of  our  govern- 
ment or  appreciate  the  right  of  the 
people." 


union  man.  He  forgets  that  if  it  were 
not  for  the  union  establishing  the 
hours  and  wages  he  would  have  noth- 
ing to  boast  of,  and  the  fact  that  he 
accepts  those  hours  and  wages  and 
then  refuses  to  do  his  part,  or  pay  his 
share  towards  maintaining  them, 
stamps  him  as  a  man  of  low  calibre 
and  utterly  devoid  of  honor  and  hon- 
esty.— Baltimore  Labor  Leader, 


The  Ship  of  State. 

Tiiou,  too,  sail  on,  O  Ship  of  State! 
Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great! 
Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 
With  all  its  hopes  of  future  years. 
Is  hanging  breathless  on  they  fate! 
We  know  what  Master  laid  thy  keel. 
What  workmen  wrought  thy  ribs  of 

steel. 
Who  made  each  mast,  and  sail,  and 

rope! 
What    anvils    rang,    what    hammers 

beat. 
In  what  a  forge  and  what  a  heat 
Were  shaped  the  anchors  of  thy  hope! 
Fear    not    each    sudden    sound    and 

shock, 
'Tis  of  the  wave  and  not  the  rock; 
'Tis  but  the  flapping  of  the  sail. 
And  not  a  rent  made  by  the  gale! 
In  spite  of  rock  and  tempest's  roar. 
In  spite  of  false  lights  on  the  shore. 
Sail  on,  nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea! 
Our   hearts,   our   hopes,   our   prayers, 

our  tears, 
Our  faith  triumphant,  o'er  our  fears. 
Are  all  with  thee, — ^are  all  with  thee! 
— Longfellow. 


He  Forgets. 

The  meanest  man  in  the  world  is 
the  man  who  says  he  does  not  have  to 
join  a  union  because  his  wages  and 
hours   are   as   good    as   those    of    the 


To  the  Members. 

We  wish  to  impress  on  the  union 
men  of  the  United  States  that  they 
can  get  a  first-class  laundered  shirt 
with  the  union  label  for  |1.00.  It 
rests  entirely  on  the  union  men 
whether  the  factory  making  these 
shirts  will  be  successful  or  not,  since 
the  product  of  the  factory  must  be 
sold  and  the  demand  for  the  shirt 
must  come  from  the  union  men. 

We  employ  union  help  only,  and  any 
one  who  sees  the  different  conditions 
under  which  our  people  work  and 
those  who  make  non-union  shirts  will 
appreciate  the  good  they  can  do  by 
demanding  the  label  on  their  shirts. 

The  United  Mine  Workers  met  in 
our  city  this  year  and  on  our  invita- 
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tion  visited  the  factory  and  laundry. 
After  this  visit  they  were  so  impressed 
with  the  net;es8ity  of  demanding  the 
label  that  they  passed  a  resolution  re- 
quiring all  members  to  insist  on  their 
dealer  supplying  goods  bearing  the 
label. 

A  great  many  union  men  tell  us 
their  dealer  claims  to  be  unable  to  get 
a  dress  shirt  with  the  label,  but  the 
dealers  must  know  better  as  we  ad- 
vertise extensively.  The  dealer  can 
get  a  shirt  that  sells  at  the  same  price 
for  a  slightly  less  cost  to  him.  These 
shirts  are  made  in  sweatshops  among 
unsanitary  surroundings,  but  the 
dealer  makes  a  slightly  larger  profit. 

We  make  a  strictly  first-class  dress 
article,  and  when  we  ask  you  to  wear 
union  label  shirts,  we  can  assure  you 
there  is  no  better  shirt  on  the  market 
at  the  same  price  with  or  without  the 
label.  If  the  dealer  will  not  furnish 
it,  we  will  send  shirts  to  any  place  in 
the  United  States  or  Canada  at  |1.00 
each,  carrying  charges  prepaid. 

You  will  see  our  ad.  in  the  Loco- 
motive Firemen  and  Enginem^n's 
Magazine  and  other  union  publica- 
tions. Model  Shirt  Company,  Century 
Building,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  New 
York  oflBce,  350  Broadway. 


Wanted. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  one 
J.  P.  Foley,  formerly  of  Susquehanna, 
Pa.  Last  heard  of  was  working  in 
Kansas  City.  His  father  is  eager  to 
hear  from  his  son,  and  will  receive 
any  information  with  heartfelt  thanks. 
Address  J.  E.  Foley,  23  Roberson 
street,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Bro. 
James  E.  Ryalls  of  Harlem  River 
Lodge  No.  56,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  Any 
brother  seeing  Bro.  Ryalls  please  tell 
him  to  write  me.  Address,  J.  D.  Win- 
ans,  337  East  135th  Street,  New  York 
City. 


Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
H.  E.  Bush,  an  ex-member  of  Denlson 
Lodge  No.  90,  will  confer  a  favor  by 
sending  the  information  to  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Bush,  720  N.  28th  St.,  E.  St  Louis. 
111.  Mr.  Bu6h  left  home  on  the  25th 
of  January  to  look  for  work  and  his 
family  has  not  heard  from  him  since. 


Archbishop  Glennon  on  Anarchy 

From  the  Kansas  City  Star,  March  18. 

In  his  address  the  archbishop  rec- 
ognized the  fact  that  there  are  an- 
archists of  wealth  as  well  as  an- 
archists of  poverty.  The  first  regard- 
ing themselves  as  superior  to  law  and 
the  second  resenting  the  laW^'Ss  mak- 
ing discriminations  against  them.  Both 
classes  are  wrong,  both  are  dangerous, 
and  both  should  be  put  under  restraint, 
said  Archbishop  Glennon. 

It  would  help  the  world  a  great  deal 
if  it  could  but  know  to  what  extent 
anarchy  of  wealth  is  responsible  for 
anarchy  of  poverty.  The  existence  of 
the  one  can  not  excuse  the  existence 
of  the  other,  even  if  the  law  of  cause 
and  effect  has  some  bearing  on  the 
case.  The  effect  of  the  one  is  oppres- 
sion; the  result  of  the  other  is  murder. 
But  oppression  has  ever  jeopardized 
public  order  and  individual  security. 

The  anarchy  of  murder  is  the  more 
hideous;  but  the  anarchy  of  aggran- 
dizement is  the  less  excusable,  for  its 
followers  are  those  who  already  are 
bountifully  blest  with  the  necessities, 
the  comforts  and  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Anarchy  in  all  its  forms  should  be 
suppressed.  But  certainly  the  anarchy 
of  poverty  will  not  entirely  disappear 
until  wealth  is  made  not  only  obedi- 
ent to  the  law,  but  to  such  laws  as  give 
it  no  undue  advantage. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

Buffalo,  March  21. 
The     following     resolutions     were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge 
No.  226: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to 
take  from  us  Bro.  Henry  Pickett, 
who  died  March  6th;  therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
mother  and  brothers  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  this  their  sad  hour;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Journal  for 
publication,  and  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days. 

W.   H.   Redding, 
Harry  Huxlet, 
J.  J.  Whalen, 

Committee. 
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Detroit,  Mich. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

There  is  a  party  In  this  country  to- 
day which  is  well  organized,  a  party 
which  represents  the  working  class  in 
this  country  and  in  all  the  civilized 
world,  a  party  which  understands  the 
cause  of  panics,  and  the  only  party 
which  has  a  remedy  for  the  same. 

There  is  not  one  valid  reason  why 
all  union  men  should  not  support  the 
Socialist  party,  and  the  most  of  them 
would  support  it  if  they  knew  what  it 
was  or  what  it  stands  for. 

It  is  the  only  party  which  tells  them 
where  to  strike,  the  only  party  which 
tells  them  where  to  boycott,  and  the 
only  party  which  the  capitalists  are 
afraid  of. 

Instead  of  hiring  lawyers  to  argue 
before  the  Supreme  Ck)urt,  why  not 
advise  the  working  men  to  vote  for 
the  only  party  that  would  trim  the  Su- 
preme Court,  if  it  were  given  the 
chance? 

All  these  labor  leaders  know  that  if 
even  three  million  worklngmen  were 
to  vote  the  Socialist  ticket  at  the  com- 
ing election,  the  Supreme  CJourt  would 
read  the  constitution  with  a  different 
pair  of  spectacles. 

It  is  ignorance  which  is  keeping  the 
working  class  down  in  this  country, 
and  if  organized  labor  has  a  mission 
it  is  to  educate  themselves  and  their 
less  fortunate  non-union  brothers  to 
their  class  interests. 

There  is  only  one  way  the  working 
class  can  get  their  rights,  and  that  is 
at  the  ballot-box,  and  there  is  no  rea- 
son whatsoever  why  they  have  not  got 
them,  only  their  cursed  ignorance  and 
prejudice.  Education  along  Socialist 
lines  will  remedy  all  that. 


The  average  workingman  in  this 
country  is  as  ignorant  as  a  child  about 
social  economy,  and  he  has  been  told 
so  many  lies  by  the  class  who  is  riding 
on  his  back  that  he  is  all  at  sea.  He 
goes  and  votes  directly  against  his 
own  interests  at  every  election,  and 
even  then  he  is  so  dense  he  cannot 
realize  what  he  has  done«  even  when 
he  is  flat  on  his  back.  His  master 
comes  around  just  about  that  time 
(like  they  are  doing  now)  and  tells 
him  another  lie  and  he  believes  him. 

It  is  a  myBterj  to  me  how  working- 
men  who  appear  intelligent  will  be- 
lieve any  old  kind  of  a  lie  if  it  is  told 
to  him  by  his  master,  or  some  corpor- 
ation lawyer,  or  a  bladder  of  lard  like 
Taft.  Look,  for  instance  they  have 
been  told  for  thirty  years  that  it  is 
good  for  them  to  sell  the  only  thing 
they've  got  to  sell,  their  labor,  in  a 
free  trade  market,  and  buy  everjrthing 
they  need  in  a  protected  market,  and 
the  most  of  them  believe  it,  yet  very 
few  have  found  out  what  a  vicious  lie 
it  is. 

Now  they  are  told  by  the  same 
precious  bunch  that  Socialists  are 
anarchists,  and  again  the  most  of 
them  believe  it.  They  are  too  stupid 
and  indolent  to  find  out  for  them- 
selves if  it  is  true  or  not. 

I  for  one  do  not  believe  in  turning 
over  the  government  to  the  capitalists, 
and  then  sending  a  lobby  to  Washing- 
ton to  ask  them  if  they  will  please  do 
something  for  labor.  Why  not  take 
what  belongs  to  us.  through  the  bal- 
lot? Since  when  have  we  become  a 
class  of  beggars?  The  laboring  man 
is  in  the  great  majority,  and  it  is 
only  his  cursed  ignorance  that  keeps 
him  out  of  his  own.  Then  why  not 
spend  every  cent  we  can  spare  to  edu- 
cate    him     to     his     class     interests? 
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Would  It  not  be  better  than  spending 
It  on  high-priced  lawyers  fighting  to 
get  back  some  of  the  rights  which  he 
voted  away  on  election  day? 

Now,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  boycott  which  is  causing  so 
much  trouble  lately.  There  is  only 
one  kind  of  boycott  which  is  any 
good,  and  only  one  place  to  practice 
it,  and  that  is  the  boycott  which  can 
be  practiced  on  election  day.  Any 
other  kind  of  boycott  is  worse  than 
foolish.  Furthermore,  the  union  men 
do  not  practice  what  they  preach. 
They  want  to  force  employers  to  em- 
ploy nothing  but  union  labor,  but 
they  themselves  do  not  practice  it 
when  they  get  the  chance.  I  will  just 
give  one  instance  as  space  will  not 
permit  more:  At  the  last  Presidential 
election  the  union  men  of  this  country 
had  a  chance  to  vote  for  a  union  man 
to  serve  them  as  President  of  the 
United  States.  Now,  how  many  union 
men  who  want  to  force  employers  to 
employ  union  labor  voted  for  that 
man?  Echo  answers,  how  many? 
They  preferred  to  vote  tor  a  savage 
with  a  thin  veneer  of  civilization  and 
they  got  him.  Of  course,  they  fooled 
you  with  that  gag  about  the  full  din- 
ner-pail, for  they  are  very  foxy,  those 
dear  capitalists.  They  knew  you  all 
had  a  stomach  which  you  had  to  use 
every  day.  They  knew  also  you  all 
had  a  brain  which  God  had  given  you 
to  use,  but  they  knew  very  well  that 
very  few  of  you  ever  used  it.  You 
listen  to  men  like  Taft  or  Roosevelt 
or  dear  old  Uncle  Joe,  men  whose 
every  interest  lies  in  deceiving  you; 
men  who  have  a  good  comfortable  seat 
riding  on  your  backs,  and  have  no  in- 
tentions of  getting  off,  if  lies  and 
bombast  can  keep  them  there,  unless 
you  shake  them  off. 

Now,  do  you  think  these  men  who 
are  well  fed,  well  clothed,  and  well 
housed,  with  very  little  to  do,  and  all 
at  your  expense,  are  going  to  tell  you 
what  to  do  to  shake  them  off  your 
back?  If  you  do  you  must  think  they 
are  as  foolish  as  you. 

Of  course,  they  tell  you  Socialism 
would  be  bad  for  you.  They  know  it 
would  be  good  for  you.  and  very  bad 
for  them.  But  are  you  simple  enough 
to  think  they  are  going  to  tell  you 
that?  Are  they  in  the  habit  of  coming 
around  and  telling  you  what  is  good 
for  you?    For  instance,  do  they  ever 


tell  non-union  men  to  join  a  union, 
and  advise  them  to  stand  together  for 
their  rights?    Not  much,  Mary  Ann. 

Still,  when  they  tell  you  that  So- 
cialism would  be  bad  for  you,  you  be- 
lieve them.  What  simpletons  you  are. 
And  next  fall  we  will  see  thousands  of 
you  lining  up  and  voting  for  that  in- 
junction artist,  that  lump  of  soap- 
grease,  Taft.  He  will  not  be  able  to 
promise  all  of  you  a  full  dinner-pail 
that  is  full  of  food,  but  how  would  a 
dinner-pail  full  of  "God-knows"  do? 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Nemo. 


St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  it  is  nearlng  the  time  for  the  lit- 
tle pink  book  to  put  in  its  appearance, 
I  will  try  to  contribute  a  few  lines  to 
its  pages  from  St.  Paul  Lodge  No.  204. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  Bro.  C.  B. 
Embrey  is  getting  along  as  nicely  as 
can  be  expected,  and  we  all  have  great 
hopes  for  his  recovery. 

The  returns  from  the  tickets  that 
were  forwarded  to  all  the  lodges  of  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  have  fulfilled  our  great- 
est expectations. 

The  gold  watch  to  be  disposed  of  for 
the  benefit  of  C.  E.  E^mbrey  is  billed 
for  March  31st,  and  Bro.  Harrington 
who  has  charge  of  it  wishes  to  state 
that  the  lucky  number  will  be  pub- 
lished in  next  month's  Journal. 

C.  J.  Byrnes,  better  known  as 
"Hiram,"  who  has  been  in  Spokane  for 
the  past  few  months,  is  again  in  our 
midst  and,  like  tile  robin,  he  has  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  with  the  com- 
ing of  spring.  "Hiram"  does  not  ex- 
actly like  the  West,  but  he  does  not 
look  the  worse  for  wear  in  his  spank- 
ing suit  and  h^t  that  would  grace  the 
head  of  a  Morgan. 

.Bros.  C.  H.  Smith  and  James  Mac- 
Avoy,  who  have  been  disabled  for  some 
time,  suffering  from  injuries  received 
while  at  work  In  the  Northern  Pacific 
yards,  are  soon  expected  to  return  to 
their  duties. 

Well,  brothers,  as  it  is  about  time  to 
retire,  I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to 
all  the  brothers  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

P.  B. 
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Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

You  know  the  old  song.  "Absence 
Makes  the  Heart  Grow  Fonder,"  seems 
to  make  me  feel  that  our  brothers  and 
sisters  would  be  fonder  of  me  were  I 
to  remain  dormant  for  several  moons 
longer;  but,  like  the  Irishman's  flea, 
can't  do  It.  you  know — ^must  have  my 
little  say  or  I  would  just  naturally 
sour  on  myself,  and  that  finish  is  not 
in  my  calculations,  at  least  not  yet. 

During  my  silence,  since  last  month, 
a  great  light  has  come  to  me.  and  the 
conclusion  is  reached  that  if  you  want 
people  to  think  you  must  give  them 
food  for  reflection,  food  that  they  can 
understand  and  digest 

Here  are  a  few  sparks  from  the  old 
No.  57  which  the  brothers  of  No.  162 
no  doubt  can  easily  digest: 

Syracuse  has  a  yard 

Composed  of  twenty  tracks. 

With  all  varieties  of  switches. 

Even  the  old  "hump-backs." 

These  switches  throw  by  elbow  grease, 

Which  comes  from  us  snakes. 

And  we  don't  care  how  they  throw 

As  long  as  we  get  our  etealn. 

• 

We  go  to  work  at  "seven  bells," 

And  when  we  get  through 

Six  o'clock  tells. 

We  handle  cars  day  and  night 

Although  the  work 

May  be  a  little  light. 

We  have  *Ta's."  "Bo's." 

Cripples  and  scabs« 

And  our  house  cars  also 

We  have  to  keep  tabs. 

These  cars  you  plainly  can  see 
Are  marked  with  chalk. 
On  the  end  stamped  "B," 
We  kick  'em  and  drop  'em 
Without  a  mistake. 
And  if  it  comes  to  an  issue 
We  certainly  do  know 
How  to  use  that  old  stake. 

We  handle  cars 

Of  every  nation 

Any  old  way 

To  get  them  in  rotation. 

We  handle  them  gently 

And  we  don't  spare  the  paint. 

For  paint  is  far  cheaper 

Than  a  good,  honest  snake. 


So  there  is  some  food 
Already  mixed  with  good  juice, 
That's  the  way  the  snakes  do 
In  the  city  of  Syracuse. 

The  St  Patrick  stork  has  flown  from 
its  nest  in  the  tall  pines  of  Tipperary 
Hill  and  has  landed  in  a  beautiful 
home  on  Grand  avenue.  There,  on  the 
second  of  March,  said  stork  pre- 
sented to  Bro.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Fahey  a 
bouncing  11-pound  baby  girl.  The 
brothers  of  No.  152  extend  to  Bro. 
Fahey  their  heartiest  congratulations. 

Bro.  Fahey  may  think  that  he  is  get- 
ting old,  but  evidently  not.  for  when 
he  addresses  his  partner  he  may  call 
him  "Grandpa"  Hughes.  It  used  to  be 
on  the  old  time-card  Bro.  Hughes  in 
the  plural,  but  now  it  is  Bro.  Hughes 
in  the  plural  plus  one.  The  addition 
was  made  recently. 

Well,   Bro.   Editor,   I   will   have  to 
atop  as  the  "52"  is  coming  after  that 
combination  again.     I  will  ride  down 
and  drop  you  a  line  next  month. 
Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.  J.  Dunn. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

E«DiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  will  try  to  let  the  brothers  know 
how  No.  80  is  prospering.  Everything 
in  the  Valley  City  is  in  fine  shape. 
Business  on  the  road  is  picking  up, 
and  of  course  that  makes  yard  work  a 
little  more  brisk. 

Our  Second  Vice-President  paid  us  a 
visit  at  the  last  meeting,  and  there 
were  22  members  present  to  hear  what 
he  had  to  say.  Bro.  Connors  gave  us 
a  splendid  talk,  and  I  must  say  all  the 
members  present  appreciated  it  very 
much. 

On  the  following  Wednesday  even- 
ing there  was  a  pedro  party  given  at 
Bro.  Traxler's,  and  Bro.  Connors  was 
present,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  himself 
very  much. 

JVell,  brothers,  the  P.  M.  has  a  new 
general  yardmaster,  Mr.  J.  H.  Murry, 
from  Muskegon  yard.  He  comes  well 
recommended,  so  let  us  all  put  forth 
our  best  eftorts  to  try  to  assist  him 
to  make  his  new  place  of  business  a 
success.  He  has  promised  your  com- 
mittee that  the  men  shall  be  treated 
fairly,  and  we  believe  he  is  sincere  in 
his  promises;    we  hope  so  at  least. 
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Bro.  Kitchen  met  with  a  serious 
accident  some  time  ago,  resulting  in 
the  loss  of  his  leg. 

Bro.  Woodmancy  fell  from  the  top 
of  a  car  and  broke  his  arm«  but  was 
at  the  last  meeting  and  was  getting 
along  nicely.  Glad  to  see  you  at  the 
meeting,  Doc«  even  if  you  are  only 
working  on  one  side. 

Bros.  Beaudoin  and  Getten  are  just 
recovering  from  a  serious  illness. 

Now»  brothers,  your  presence  at  the 
meetings  is  needed  at  all  times,  and 
we  earnestly  request  you  all  to  come 
up  and  assist  those  whom  you  have 
elected  to  office. 

We  had  22  members  at  our  last  meet- 
ing, so  you  see  we  have  a  few  rattlers 
here  who  can  make  a  showing  when 
it  comes  down  to  business.  Bro.  Con- 
nors commended  us  very  highly  on  the 
large  membership  that  turned  out  to 
see  him,  and  the  way  we  conduct  our 
meetings. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Uncle  'Rabtub. 


Chicago,  III. 

Ediik)b  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Chicago  Lodge  No.  199  is  starting 
out  in  a  manner  that  indicates  that 
it  is  destined  to  become  a  wide-awake 
lodge.  New  members  are  being  ini- 
tiated at  every  meeting  so  far.  Four 
were  initiated  at  our  last  meeting, 
which  was  March  8th.  We  have  on 
file  at  present  writing  twenty-five  ap- 
plications of  men  working  for  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  R.  R.  We  will  make 
this  yard  solid  S.  U.  inside  of  six 
months.  What  are  you  doing  to  help 
increase  the  membership  of  your 
lodge?  Are  you  aware  that  the 
friends  and  acquaintances  whom  you 
meet  every  day  in  the  different  yards 
might  join  if  you  invited  them  to? 
They  may  wonder  why  you  have  never 
asked  them  to  join,  and  infer  that 
you  do  not  consider  them  desirable. 
Every  member  of  this  lodge  should 
make  it  a  rule  to  attend  at  least  one 
meeting  each  month.  By  doing  so  you 
will  help  make  the  meetings  interest- 
ing, and  will  become  interested  your- 
self and  finally  will  enjoy  them.  You 
can  surely  do  that  much  for  your 
lodge.    Get  in  the  habit  of  paying  your 


dues  in  advance,  it  will  save  both  you 
and  the  treasurer  a  lot  of  unneces- 
sary trouble,  and  will  prevent  you 
from  becoming  delinquent. 

Bro.  Burt,  the  Fourth  Vice-Presi- 
dent, has  attended  the  last  two  meet- 
ings of  Lodge  No.  199,  and  the  mem- 
bers had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to 
him  on  the  report  of  the  great  increase 
in  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  around  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country.  You  are 
certainly  o.  k.,  Bro.  Burt,  and  Lodge 
No.  199  extends  you  a  hearty  welcome 
to  its  meetings  when  in  or  around 
Chicago,  and  hope  that  you  will  not 
forget  to  visit  Lodge  No.  199  on  meet- 
ing days  when  in  the  city. 

Lodge  No.  199  had  the  pleasure  of 
having  the  following  visiting  members 
attend  the  last  two  meetings:  Bros. 
Trost  of  No.  58,  McKlnzie  of  No.  36, 
Kelso  of  No.  10,  Colebum  of  No.  30, 
Hayden  of  No.  10.  Smith  of  No.  56. 
Crofton  of  No.  197.  Jenkins  of  No.  37. 
Schwake  of  No.  117,  Stilzen  of  No.  17, 
Davem  of  No.  127.  Visiting  brothers 
are  alw&ys  welcome  at  any  of  our 
meetings,  that  is,  if  they  are  up-to- 
date.        Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

J.  W.  Hemen. 


Toledo/  Ohio. 

Editor  Switohiceit's  Joubnal: 

Several  of  our  brothers  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  in  favor  of  the 
working  class  of  this  country  going 
into  politics  to  secure  their  rights, 
and  suggest  that  they  form  a  new 
labor  party  as  the  agency  to  accom- 
plish their  purpose.  They  want  to  get 
together  to  capture  the  government. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  them  being 
compelled  to  go  into  politics  to  secure 
their  rights,  but  I  am  unable  to  learn 
what  these  boomers  of  the  new  Labor 
party  propose  to  do  when  they  get  to- 
gether. Surely  they  do  not  propose  to 
establish  public  soup  houses,  or  con- 
fine their  efforts  to  caring  for  the 
unemployed  until  such  time  as  the  re- 
spectable business  interests  see  fit  to 
employ  them.  If  not.  they  will  have 
to  institute  some  radical  changes. 

If  the  new  Labor  party  represents 
the  working  class  Interests,  it  would 
probably  declare  for  the  initiative  and 
referendum.  This  is  considered  very 
important  to  the  conmion  people,  and 
most  of  them  advocate  it,  not  the,  kind 
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which  is  before  the  Ohio  legislature 
now,  for  that  bill  has  been  shorn  of  all 
its  desirable  and  effective  features. 
They  want  the  initiative  and  refer- 
endum without  any  provisions  to  make 
it  ineffective.  The  Socialists  have  al- 
wa3^  demanded  it. 

Experience  has  proved  that  working- 
men  are  as  susceptible  to  bribery  as 
any  one  else.  If  the  new  Labor  party 
succeeds  in  carrying  out  its  policy,  it 
-will  have  to  find  some  way  of  con- 
trolling the  men  it  elects  to  office. 
The  only  way  which  has  ever  been  dis- 
covered is  by  the  imperative  mandate 
or  right  of  recall.  This  is  the  right  of 
the  majority  to  declare  the  office  va- 
cant, and  proceed  to  elect  a  successor 
whenever  the  official  ceases  to  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  his  constituents. 
The  Socialists  have  always  demanded 
the  imperative  mandate,  and  every 
candidate  is  required  to  sign  his 
resignation  in  blank  before  his  name 
is  placed  on  the  ticket. 

The  motive  which  prompts  our 
brothers  to  go  into  politics  is  a  desire 
for  a  greater  portion  of  what  their 
labor  creates.  The  Socialists  demand 
that  the  workers  receive  the  equiv- 
alent of  all  their  labor  creates.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  receive  any 
more.  The  immediate  cause  of  this 
demand  for  political  action  seems  to 
be  the  decisions  recently  rendered  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  discriminating 
against  labor  unions  and  making  boy- 
cotting illegal.  If  the  workers  re- 
ceived what  the  Socialists  demand 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  strikes 
and  boycotts.  There  would  be  nothing 
to  strike  for.  The  Labor  party  might 
declare  for  a  shorter  work-day.  The 
Socialists  demand  the  length  of  ser- 
vice performed  shall  depend  on  the 
amount  of  commodities  necessary  for 
use.  What  could  be  more  reasonable? 
Why  should  we  declare  for  an  eight- 
hour  day  when  we  can  produce  all  we 
can  possibly  use  by  working  three 
hours  a  day?  The  new  Labor  party 
could  not  possibly  secure  more  for  us 
than  the  Socialists  already  demand. 
Why  not  support  the  Socialist? 

Mr.  Morgan  is  reputed  as  saying 
that  he  would  show  the  working  class 
that  they  cannot  control  industry. 
Let  him  also  show  the  working  class 
why  he  and  half  a  dozen  others  should 
control  industry.  He  says  we  must 
submit  to  their  terms  or  starve.    They 


dictate  terms  because  they  are  in 
power.  We  are  in  the  majority,  and 
can  easily  obtain  power.  Then  WE 
can  dictate  terms.  If  they  do  not  like 
our  terms  they  will  be  entitled  to 
make  a  choice.  The  fight  is  on;  why 
should  we  compromise? 

Some  of  the  brothers  want  a  politi- 
cal movement  headed  by  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  under  Sam- 
uel Gompers.  If  the  movement  head- 
ed by  him  two  years  ago  in  Maine  and 
Illinois  is  any  indication  of  his  ability 
as  a  political  leader  the  worklngmen 
should  steer  clear  of  him  and  his  move- 
ments in  the  future.  The  candidates 
he  opposed  received  a  larger  majority 
than  ever  before.  His  eftorts  were  a 
miserable  failure.  If  he  knows  any- 
thing about  economics  he  makes  poor 
use  of  the  knowledge.  The  convention 
of  the  labor  party  of  England  held  at 
Hull  recently  endorsed  socialism.  Let 
us  not  be  behind  the  times,  but  organ- 
ize under  the  banner  of  socialism, 
which  is  the  working-class  movement 
all  over  the  world. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ibvin  E.  Austin. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  want  to  compliment  you  and  say 
a  word  of  praise  for  the  March 
Journal.  I  must  say  it  is  the  best  of 
all.  Your  reply  to  W.  H.  Boardman's 
open  letter  is  a  masterpiece  and  de- 
cidedly to  the  point.  The  Journal, 
from  a  political  point  of  view,  shows 
you  to  be  wide  awake  to  the  conditions. 
Our  worthy  brother  from  Toledo  is  up 
to  the  standard  from  a  workingman's 
point  of  view.  Now  the  question  is 
often  propounded,  "What  is  the  trades 
union  movement  doing  for  socialism?" 
Before  making  answer  in  an  offhand 
way,  it  would  be  well  to  consider  a  few 
facts.  In  the  first  place  the  trades 
unions  are  made  up  of  a  heterogeneous 
mass  of  workmen,  the  majority  of 
whom  have  very  little  conception  of 
the  development  of  economics  and  the 
industrial  revolution.  They  have  been 
taught  by  the  old  school  of  political 
leeches  that  everyone  had  a  chance  to 
become  president  of  the  United  States 
or  a  millionaire.  There  have  been  op- 
portunities presented  whereby  we 
could  take  advantage  of  the  natural  re- 
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sources  and  the  average  workman.  In 
or  out  of  the  union;  firmly  believed 
that  the  present  system  was  a  just  and 
scientific  one,  and  all  that  was  needed 
was  a  little  reform-grease  here  and 
there  to  make  It  run  smoothly.  This 
condition  Is  largely  due  to  the  recog- 
nition given  to  the  political  bosses  and 
their  henchmen.  As  the  machinery  be- 
gan slowly  but  surely  to  make  inroads 
on  the  trades,  our  union  member,  un- 
disciplined and  untutored,  gradually 
grew  restless  and  this  dissatisfaction 
gave  vent  politically  in  supporting 
union  labor  or  people's  party  tickets, 
and  through  all  this  reform  the  fact  of 
material  interest  stands  out  plain  and, 
likewise,  a  class  consciousness  can  be 
seen.  The  labor  giant  is  uneasy,  but 
some  of  them  still  have  their  eye  on 
that  million  and  the  presidency.  As 
the  tools  of  labor  develop  and  grow 
larger,  capital  keeps  pace  and  today  we 
are  beginning  to  see  our  folly  and  that 
we  have  chased  a  rainbow  and  we  can 
not  cope  with  a  Harriman  or  a  Morgan 
industrially,  or  a  Roosevelt  or  Taft 
politically. 

We  see  the  trusts  grow  larger,  prices 
advanced,  wages  cut  and  panics  manu- 
factured while  you  wait  The  political 
machine  has  become  as  perfect  as  the 
machine  of  the  shop. 

We  listened  to  the  Republican 
orator  promise  prosperous  conditions 
and  at  the  same  time  saw  the  pro- 
tected captains  lock  us  out,  cut  our 
wages  and  disrupt  our  unions. 

We  have  heard  the  free  silver  orator 
promise  great  prosperity  to  labor  and 
at  the  same  time  the  mine  owners  de- 
clare a  lockout,  have  the  eight-hour 
law  annulled  and  built  bull-pens  for 
the  undesirables.  To  learn  this  takes 
time  and  the  expenditure  of  some 
money.  The  conscientious  have  been 
at  times  very  much  disappointed  at  the 
way  legislatures  pigeon-hole  labor  bills, 
or  pass  them  in  such  a  way  that  the 
courts  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  annul 
them,  and  the  very  same  politicians 
who  patted  you  on  the  back  and  se- 
cured your  confidence  and  also  your 
vote,  will  be  the  very  first  men  to  ask 
for  the  state  militia  in  case  you  go  on 
strike  to  make  your  conditions  human. 
To  declare  that  these  facts  have  made 
no  impression  on  the  intelligent 
worker  would  place  him  in  the  same 
category  of  dumb-brutes.  In  days  past 
some  labor  leaders  handled  the  .votes 


of  their  respective  organizations  as  so 
much  merchandise,  and  a  little  smooth 
talk  and  a  few  drinks  at  the  bar  landed 
the  votes. 

Now  we  have  in  some  instances  been 
successful  in  electing  one  of  our  peers 
to  office,  and  generally  with  the  follow- 
ing results:  he  either  sold  out  or  was 
relegated  to  obscurity  by  the  bosses. 
So  we  have  passed  through  a  bitter  ex- 
perience and  we  are  still  learning  valu- 
able lessons.  The  question  asked  at 
the  beginning  may  be  answered  thus: 
that  the  trade  unions  are  at  last  mov- 
ing in  the  right  direction  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  trade  unions  in  the  fu- 
ture will  refuse  to  endorse  the  old  pol- 
itical machines  that  have  outlived 
their  usefulness.  The  time  is  here 
when  we  must  act  together  politically 
as  well  as  industrially  if  we  expect  to 
better  our  conditions.  The  placing  of 
union  men  on  old  party  tickets  is  be- 
ginning to  be  looked  upon  as  a  decoy 
for  the  capitalist  Several  organiza- 
tions favor  the  downfall  of  the  present 
system  and  the  establishment  of  the 
great  cooperative  commonwealth.  I 
believe  it  the  duty  of  every  labor  or- 
ganization to  take  up  the  discussion  of 
the  economic  question  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  union  and  the  labor 
movement  as  a  whole.  I  know  other 
facts  I  might  cite  showing  that  organ- 
ized laoor  is  becoming  more  socialistic 
every  day,  but  those  I  have  mentione. 
will  do  at  present  I  might  truthfully 
say  that  unions  have  progressed  in 
spite  of  the  obstacles  of  various  kinds 
— ^the  hard  knocks  of  the  capitalists, 
the  deception  of  politicians,  dishonesty 
of  members  that  have  been  encount- 
ered in  the  forward  march.  These 
thorns  in  the  path  of  the  cause  have 
been  discouraging  at  times,  but  I  think 
every  knock  is  a  boost  and  the  time  is 
not  far  off  when  a  plain  declaration  for 
socialism  can  be  made  without  fear  of 
any  injury  to  the  union  by  scaring 
away  the  less  intelligent  ones. 

The  trusts  and  corporations  are  the 
natural  products  of  the  present  sys- 
tem and  can  not  be  desfroyed,  regu- 
lated or  controlled  by  the  author  and 
his  partisans  of  the  so-called  "square 
deal."  It  is  illogical  to  pa^  any  heed 
to  the  political  nihilist  who  promises 
to  throttle,  regulate  or  control  any 
trust,  for  they  must  keep  on  develop- 
ing and  getting  stronger  and  more  per- 
fect, and  it  will  continue  to  pinch  us 
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until  we  wake  up.  The  remedy  is  plain 
socialism  which  will  make  all  these 
monopolies  public  property,  employing 
all  the  people  and  give  every  one  the 
full  product  of  his  labor.  Tnen  we  will 
have  no  army  of  the  unemployed,  no 
long  hours,  no  wage  slaves,  no  decep- 
tion, no  oppression,  no  poverty  and  no 
millionaires. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

L.  ROBEBTS. 


Cadillac,  Mich. 

EnnoB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Seeing  ^that  the  last  bunch  went  O. 
K.,  I  -will  try  to  put  another  string 
into  clear  on  the  Joubnal  track. 

No.  98  is  doing  nicely  and  our  new 
set  of  officers  seem  to  be  doing  a  great 
deal,  but  really,  brothers,  they  must 
have  the  help  of  the  rest  of  the  lodge. 

1  notice  the  Joubnal  has  a  bunch  of 
good  talks  this  month,  and  Bro.  Aus- 
tin's of  No.  14»  especially,  was  a  good 
one,  showing  that  the  writer  Is  a  man 
and  endowed  with  a  goodly  share  of 
brains. 

Now,  brothers,  in  regard  to  this  com- 
pulsory insurance  kick,  I  have  never 
heard  a  kick  registered  against  that 
before.  Whil^  it  may  affect  soum,  as 
Swltchtender  says,  there  are  a  great 
many  that  it  Is  proving  a  good  thing 
for.  Tou  cannot  please  everybody.  I 
for  one  think  our  Grand  Lodge  officers 
are  doing  their  very  best  in  our  behalf, 
both  In  regard  to  insurance  and  other 
problems  they  are  called  upon  to  face, 
80  don't  be  bumping  them. 

Several  of  the  members  of  No.  98 
have  had  very  bad  luck  recently;  Bro. 
B.  J.  Long  lost  his  little  girl  and  Bro. 
Rosmussen  lost  his  son,  while  Bro. 
Pickle  has  his  two  boys  confined  to  bed 
through  illness.  All  the  brothers  ex- 
tend their  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the 
brothers  so  sorely  tried. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  see  Bro.  Deck- 
er out  hustling  box  cars  again. 

The  rest  of  the  members  are  full  of 
life,  but  they  forget  that  the  Joubnal 
Agent  is  a  poor  composer.  If  you 
don't  feel  like  writing,  brothers,  give 
me  a  few  of  your  Ideas  and  I  will  try 
to  mold  them  Into  shape  for  a  letter. 
If  a  little  more  Interest  were  taken  In 
one  another  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 


You  cannot  tell  what  minute  your  turn 
is  coming,  so  be  more  sociable. 

Now  I  wish  to  give  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  brothers  of  No.  98  for 
their  recent  act  of  kindness  to  me,  and 
I  assure  them  that  it  was  fully  appre- 
ciated. That  shows  me  that  there  are 
some  who  really  sympathize  with  a 
brother  when  he  Is  in  trouble,  and  that 
they  really  care  for  him. 

I  just  finished  reading  Ohubby's  let- 
ter and  admire  it  very  much.  Ck>me 
again,  Chubby. 

Well,  brothers,  I  hope  that  things 
will  pick  up  soon  and  that  we  can  get 
a  chance  for  what  Is  coming  to  us. 
We  are  still  working  short  hours  here 
with  business  not  very  good.  Still, 
cheer  up,  better  times  may  come  soon. 
Keep  your  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
shove  hard.  There  is  an  old  adage 
that  perseverance  will  prosper  in  the 
end;  so  keep  busy  in  the  Interest  of 
your  organization,  and  success  will 
surely  crown  your  efforts. 

Thanking  you  for  your  time,  Mr. 
Editor,  and  hoping  some  of  the  other 
brothers  wake  up  and  write,  I  will 
shove  In  to  clear. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Dutch.     . 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

EnrroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  not  seen  anj^hing  in  the 
Journal  from  No.  1  for  a  month,  I 
thought  I  would  write  and  let  the 
lodges  know  that  they  are  still  on 
earth,  but  just  recovering  from  the 
effects  of  the  banquet  the  ladies  gave 
in  celebration  of  their  third  anniver- 
sary, which  was  attended  by  a  very 
large  crowd  of  visitors  and  friends. 
There  was  a  very  pretty  program  ar- 
ranged, wblch  was  very  much  enjoyed 
by  all,  after  which  the  gentlemen  and 
their  ladles  proceeded  to  the  banquet 
hall,  where  the  tables  were  awaiting 
them,  groaning  under  their  weight  of 
good  things,  soon  to  be  devoured  by 
the  noble  S.  U.  boys.  The  ladies  felt 
well  repaid  for  all  their  trouble  and 
expense,  by  the  eloquent  addresses  that 
were  made  by  the  new  officers,  as  they 
used  every  word  in  the  English  diction- 
ary by  which  they  might  show  their 
appreciation    and    gratitude,  as  they 
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fully  realized  tbat  it  meant  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  expense  for  the 
ladies  to  arrange  everything  so  well, 
and  as  everybody  went  away  well  filled 
and  happy  the  ladies  are  looking  for- 
ward with  great  pleasure  to  the  time 
when  they  may  have  another  such 
event. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  and 
L.  A.,  I  am. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Interested. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Not  seeing  anything  from  Lodge  117, 
I  thought  I  would  drop  a  few  lines. 

Well,  things  are  kind  of  slow  here, 
but  we  are  getting  four  or  five  new 
members  every  meeting. 

Bro.  Van  Vlack  has  gone  to  Wyom- 
ing for  a  trip,  accompanied  by  Bro. 
Poyer  of  Milwaukee. 

We  all  anxiously  await  the  coming 
of  the  JouRNAT.  every  month,  and  think 
there  is  no  better  magazine  in  the 
field. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

C.    K.    POGUE. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  will  write  a  few  lines  for  the  Jour- 
nal so  the  readers  will  see  that  Em- 
pire State  No.  39  is  still  alive  and 
active. 

Our  membership  is  still  increasing 
and  when  business  picks  up  we  can 
look  for  another  big  gain  in  our  mem- 
bership. Our  worthy  president,  Bro. 
John  E.  Jarrett,  who  is  a  big  hustler 
for  No.  39,  took  a  needed  and  well- 
earned  vacation,  to  spend  some  of  his 
loose  change  amongst  the  mosquitoes 
in  Jersey  City.  We  are  glad  to  see  him 
back  again. 

Bro.  E.  Press,  who  was  under  the 
doctor's  care  for  quite  a  while,  went  to 
Mount  Clemens  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health.  We  hope  he  is  getting  along 
all  right,  and  also  hope  to  see  him  in 
our  ranks  again. 

In  the  last  few  meetings  remarks 
were  made  about  holding  a  dance  In 
the   near   future.     The    scribbler    of 


these  lines  is  in  favor  of  holding  some- 
thing right  in  this  vicinity,  the  so- 
called  Churchyards  farm,  as  this  sec- 
tion is  a  regular  railroad  center. 

Our  meetings  are  held  each  second 
and  fourth  Monday  in  Snyder's  Hall, 
Broadway  and  Bailey  Avenue.  It's  an 
up^-date  hall  where  we  can  have 
some  of  our  good  old  times  again. 

Now,  brothers,  put  the  shoulder  to 
the  wheel,  come  to  the  meetings,  and 
you  will  enjoy  a  good  old  time  with 
your  fellow  workingman  and  brothers. 

Hoping  to  see  many  brothers  at  the 
next  meeting,  I  am, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

N.  Y.  C. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Just  a  few  lines  lest  we  forget  that 
he  who  laughs  last  laughs  best 

Just  now  we  are  in  the  throes  of  the 
capitalistic  class,  that  is  to  say,  we  will 
be  starved  into  submission  if  we  do  not 
submit  to  a  reduction  in  wages.     A 
great  fight  is  on  to  reduce  the  wages 
of  the  thousands  of  organized  railway 
employes  on  the  Queen  &  Crescent,  At- 
lantic Coast  Line  and  L.  N.  railways. 
The    unorganized    employes    on    tiie 
three   named  roads    have    had    their 
wages  reduced  without  being  consulted. 
Why  were  the  wages  of  the  unorgan- 
ized employes  cut  without  said  unor- 
ganized    employes     being    consulted? 
Answer:     Because     unorganized     em- 
ployes   are    dealt    with    individually, 
while    organized    employes   are    dealt 
with  collectively.     Then  the  question, 
does  it  pay  to  organize?    This  is  a  very 
serious  question  which  should  be  very 
seriously   considered   by   one    and    all 
concerned.     The  different  branches  of 
organized  labor  having  been  consulted 
in  regard  to  reducing  their  wages  by 
the  officials  of  the  C.  S.  and  A.  G.  S. 
railways,  the  said  orgbnizations   hav- 
ing refused  to  agree  to  accept  a  flat  re- 
duction.     Then    said    officials    of    the 
Southern  railways  appealed  to  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commission   under 
the  Erdman  act  to  compel  said  organ- 
ized employes  to  accept  a  material  re- 
duction In  wages.     Why  did  the   offi- 
cials of  the  Southern  Railway  appeal 
to  the   Interstate  Commerce   Commis- 
sion under  the  Erdman  act  after  that 
law  had  been  declared  unconstitutional 
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by  the  United  States  Supreme  CJourt? 
If  the  Southern  Railway  officials  can 
get  action  from  an  unconstitutional 
law,  then  why  can't  a  union  workman 
get  justice  from  a  law,  that  Is  consti- 
tutional? 

On  June  1,  1898,  congress  passed  a 
law  prohibiting  the  discharge  of  em- 
ployes merely  because  they  might  be 
members  of  unions.  This  law  has  been 
commonly  known  as  the  Erdman  act. 
The  law  looked  strong  on  the  one 
hand  inasmuch  as  It  took  the  most 
powerful  weapon  of  strike  away  from 
the  unions,  but  it  also  Interfered  with 
the  policy  and  Interests  of  the  railroad 
corporations,  inasmuch  as  they  could 
not  blacklist  So  they  resolved  to  at- 
tack it. 

On  Oct  15,  1906,  one  William  Adair, 
master  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the 
L.  4b  N.  Railway,  discharged  one  O.  B. 
Coppage  for  no  other  reason  ^than  that 
the  said  Coppage  was  a  member  of  the 
order   of  Brotherhood  of   Locomotive 
Firemen.    Coppage  brought  suit  under 
the    Eh-dman   act  against  Adair,  who 
was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  pay 
to  the  United  States  Court  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  dollars.    But  Adair's  case  was 
appealed  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  and  on  the  27th  day  of  January, 
1908,  six  Justices,  namely.  Fuller,  War- 
lan.  Brewer,  White,  Peckham  and  Da> 
declared  the  Erdman  act  unconstitu- 
tional.     The    court    consequently    or- 
dered the  judgment  against  Adair  in 
the  lower  court  to  be  reversed.     Mr. 
Justice  Moody  did  not  participate  in 
the  decision  of  the  case,  but  Mr.  Jus- 
tice   McKenna,    who    vigorously    dis- 
sented from  the  majority,  pointed  out 
that  the  case  dealt  with  right  exercised 
in  a  quasi-public  business  and,  there- 
fore, subject  to  control  in  the  interest 
of  the  public.    Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  also 
strongly  dissenting,  believed  that  the 
connection  of  unions  to  the  business 
of  common  carriers  is  at  least  as  inti- 
mate and  Important  as  that  of  safety 
couplers,  and  as  the  liability  of  master 
to   servant  matters   which,   it   is   ad 
mltted,  congress  might  regulate  so  far 
as  they  concern  commerce  between  the 
states.     He  went  on  to  say:  "I  could 
not  pronounce  It  unwarranted  if  con- 
gress should  decide  that  to  foster  a 
strong  union  was  for  the  best  Interest 
not  only  of  the  men.  but  of  the  rail- 
roads and  the  country  at  large,"  yet 
if    the    railroads   have   reached   their 
mark,  they  have  also  shot  beyond  it, 


for  the  decision  distinctly  says  that  if 
workmen  can  be  discharged  for  any 
reason,  they  can  themselves  for  any 
reason  stop  work,  therefore  this 
strengthens  the  strike  weapon  which 
the  monopoly  corporations  have  been 
striving  to  destroy.  Hence  the  reason 
why  the  Southern  Railroad  officials  ap- 
pealed to  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  under  the  Erdman  act, 
which  has  been  declared  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Now  it  behooves  every  mother's  son 
of  us  to  get  busy  before  election  time. 
At  the  polls  is  your  place  this  fall, 
brothers.  I  would  advocate  that  we 
go  into  politics  for  once.  Why  not 
have  the  A.  F.  of  L.  call  a  convention 
and  nominate  Sam  Gompers  for  presi- 
dent on  a  straight  labor  ticket?  Then 
send  out  a  call  to  every  branch  of  the 

A.  F.  L.  in  the  entire  United  States,  let 
each  and  every  lodge  have  open  mass- 
meetings,  educate  the  masses,  keep 
this  work  up  until  the  night  of  elec- 
tion. Brothers  now  is  the  time.  Let 
us  get  busy.  We  have  good  men  in  our 
ranks.  As  sure  as  you  are  a  foot  high, 
if  you  do  not  get  busy,  the  man  will  be 
elected  that  does  not  know  what  you 
would  do  if  you  were  out  of  work  in  a 
financial  crisis  and  starving. 

On  the  first  day  of  March  the 
switchmen  held  an  open  meeting,  pre- 
sided over  by  our  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent James  B.  Connors,  which  was  at- 
tended by  every  branch  of  organized 
labor  connected  with  the  railroad  here. 
Resolutions  were  adopted  thanking 
the  president  of  the  United  States  for 
the  stand  he  has  taken  in  the  Interest 
of  the  railroad  men,  which  were  signed 
by  the  representatives  of  every  rail- 
road organization  present,  namely  the 

B.  of  L.  B.,  B.  of  L.  &  E.,  O.  R.  C,  Car- 
men's  Union,  O.  R.  T..  Machinists' 
Union  and  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  a  secret  sessioi 
of  No.  214  resulted  in  a  complete  re- 
organization of  No.  214,  with  twenty- 
seven  more  members  added  to  her  rolls. 
Let  the  good  work  go  on.  I  suppose 
by  the  time  this  is  read  the  Southern 
Railway  will  practically  have  all  their 
men  locked  out  and  will  not  be  hand- 
ling anything  but  mail  trains. 

Well,  as  I  have  been  hot-footing  it 
until  my  rtght  hand  is  getting  weak, 
I  will  pull  the  pin  and  go  to  lunch. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Old  Kentucky  214. 
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St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Our  charter  Is  again  draped  in 
mourning.  Bro.  Claude  Poston  died 
Feb.  26th  of  pneumonia,  being  sick 
only  six  days.  "So  quick  the  thread  of 
life  is  snapped,  you  see,  and  we  know 
not  who  the  next  shall  be."  So, 
brothers,  let  us  come  closer  together, 
for  we  will  need  each  other's  help  and 
support  in  these  times  of  panic  and 
depression  in  business.  As  I  said  be- 
fore^ we  know  not  who  the  next  shall 
be.  Brothers,  when  you  stand  at  the 
bier  of  a  brother  and  look  upon  that 
which  a  few  days  before  was  a  strong, 
well  and  happy  man,  you  think  of  all 
these  things.  Bro.  Poston  was  a  young 
man  and  a  young  member  of  our  lodge, 
and  what  we  knew  of  him  impressed 
very  favorably,  and  more  so  when  we 
laid  him  away  in  his  home  town. 
Bonne-Terre,  Mo.,  and  saw  the  many 
sorrowing  relatives  and  friends  that 
followed  his  remains  to  their  last  rest- 
ing place.  Bro.  Poston  leaves  a  wife 
and  small  baby,  three  sisters,  two 
brothers  and  many  loving  friends. 

Business  is  picking  up  a  little  in  this 
vicinity,  but  there  are  plenty  of  men 
here  and  I  would  say  to  all  traveling 
brothers  looking  for  employment,  stay 
away  from  St.  Louis,  at  present,  any- 
way, as  there  Is  no  work  here. 

Now,  brothers,  a  word  or  two  to  you 
that  never  come  to  meeting.  Do  you 
know  that  your  president  works  nights 
and  that  he  lays  off  on  meeting  nights, 
if  his  crew  is  not  off,  and  comes  to  the 
meetings,  and  presides  over  a  lot  of 
empty  chairs,  on  most  occasions?  Now 
wake  up,  some  of  you  day  men,  and 
let  us  see  your  face  once  in  a  while 
Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  you  might 
possibly  get  discharged  some  time,  and 
unjustly  at  that?  Well,  now,  you 
might.  T  did.  You  all  know  It.  Did 
the  company  put  tne  back  to  work  on 
my  own  account?  No,  they  did  not,  as 
many  years  as  I  had  been  with  them; 
but  the  committee  did  the  business, 
and  got  me  reinstated,  and  I  was  glad 
that  I  had  been  a  good  attendant  at 
the  meetings.  If  I  hadn't  been,  I 
would  have  been  ashamed  to  ask  the 
lodge  to  send  the  committee  out  in  my 
interests.  I  hope  no  one  will  get 
offended  at  this.    We  do  not  expect  the 


night  men  or  the  old  men  to  be  regular 
attendants,  but  we  do  think  that  the 
young  men  and  day  men  should  attend 
the  meetings  more  regularly  than  some 
of  them  do,  for  their  own  interests,  if 
nothing  else. 

Everyone  had  a  good  time  at  the  rag 
ball  party  that  L.  A.  No.  14  gave  at 
their  lodge  room,  Friday  night.  March 
13th.  The  entertainment  was  of  the 
best  talent  in  the  North  End,  and  the 
cake  and  coffee  were  out  of  sight  (in 
about  15  minutes).  Bro.  Sheridan  has 
moved  back  to  his  old  home  in  Walnut 
Park,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to 
another  lawn  party  this  summer. 

Wake  up,  some  of  you  witty  scribes 
in  North  St.  Louis,  and  come  out  of 
that  trance. 

Well,  I  think  I'll  go  in  the  hay.  as 
last  night  was  the  17th;  you  know  the 
rest. 

With  best  wishes  for  all  members  of 
the  S.  U.  and  L.  A.,  I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Shobtt. 


Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Having  seen  nothing  from  our  city 
in  the  Journal  for  a  good  while 
prompts  me  at  this  time  to  ask  why  is 
it;  are  the  members  lukewarm  or 
what's  the  matter  with  the  Journal 
agent?  Well,  I  will  try  and  write  a 
few  words  to  let  our  worthy  brothers 
in  the  West  know  we  are  still  in  battle 
and  no  let  up.  We  are  holding  our 
own.  One  candidate  initiated  at  last 
meeting;  more  to  follow. 

Business  very  dull  here;  several  en- 
gines off. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our 
Third  National  Vice-President  Bro. 
Harshbarger  at  our  last  meeting.  We 
hope  he  will  remain  in  this  vicinity  as 
long  as  he  can.  He  had  encouraging 
reports  to  make  while  attending  our 
last  regular  meeting  and,  if  what  he 
says  proves  true,  we  will  have  more 
S.  U.  banners  flying  here  before 
autumn. 

Bro.  Joe  Boss  has  the  misfortune  of 
having  a  very  sick  son  and  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  members  of  No.  218  is 
extended  to  him  and  wife. 

I  have  to  chronicle  the  fatal  accident 
to  Bro.  Martin  J.  O'Dwyer.     On  Feb. 
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29th,  wWle  at  work  In  the  Brie  yard, 
his  foot  got  caught  in  a  frog  while  cut- 
ting cars  and  he  was  dragged  under 
the  wheels,  his  right  arm  and  leg  being 
severed  from  his  body.  He  leaves  a 
wife  and  five  children  to  mourn  his 
loss.  His  remains  were  buried  in  Buf- 
falo, his  former  home.  A  large  num- 
ber of  members  of  No.  218  were  in  at- 
tendance, 'the  services  were  held  at 
the  house,  Bro.  Welsh  reading  the  Im- 
pressive S.  U.  ritual.  Bro.  Baldy 
O'Brien  of  No.  17  was  on  hand,  having 
just  arrived  from  Boston  and  accom- 
panied the  remains  to  Buffalo  in  com- 
pany with  Bro.  Lyden  of  No.  218.  The 
members  of  No.  218  wish  to  extend  to 
Mr.  MlUigan,  superintendent  of  the 
Erie,  and  clerks  who  so  liberally  issued 
transportation  to  the  widow  and  the 
brothers  who  accompanied  the  remains 
to  Buffalo.  No.  218  appreciates  this 
act  of  courtesy  very  much  and  assures 
the  gentlemen  that  their  kindness  will 
not  be  forgotten. 

We  must  now  as  never  before,  put 
our  right  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
push  for  more  good  men,  men  who  can 
be  convinced  where  they  belong.  There 
are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  some  who  can 
not  or  will  not  be  so  enlightened.  Let 
them  wait,  success  comes  to  them  that 
wait  But  why  not  get  in  line  at  once 
and  go  with  the  big  crowd  who  carry 
the  banner  of  success — men  who  dare 
to  do  right  and  are  fearless  of  any 
wrong  that  might  be  promulgated  by 
the  head  of  the  trust  they  belong  to. 
Shame  that  some  men  are  so  near- 
sighted. 

I  trust  my  old  time  friends  and  co- 
workers, Tom  Stone  and  P.  Beaner, 
win  see  this.  They  will  recognize  who 
wrote  it.  Best  wishes  to  Bro.  Bert  Ire- 
land, too. 

It  is  of  great  good  to  read  the  nice, 
good  letters  from  time  to  time  of  our 
different  vice-presidents  from  all  over 
the  country.  May  their  lives  be  per- 
petuated that  the  good  work  they  are 
doing  may  go  on  and  on  till  we  have 
every  railroad  yard  in  the  country 
filled  with  S.  U.  men. 

Now,  with  best  wishes  to  all  the  good 
men  of  our  beloved  order,  I  will  close 
till  my  next  if  I  win  out  on  this. 
Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

"TUNNELL." 


Kansas  City,  Kas. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  it  has  been  a  long  time  since 
Rivervlew  No.  2  has  been  heard  from, 
it  is  high  time  we  aroused  ourselves 
and  got  busy. 

Our  St  Patrick's  ball  was  a  decided 
success  and  everyone  who  attended  en- 
joyed himself. 

I  would  like  to  say  a  word  to  the 
brothers  around  Kansas  City  that  be- 
long to  No.  2  that  they  will  hereafter 
have  to  pay  their  dues  in  the  lodge 
room  and  not  on  top  of  a  box  car,  as 
it  inconveniences  Bro.  Louth  very 
much  and  it  must  be  stopped.  So  now 
try  and  come  to  lodge  at  least  to  pay 
your  dues  and  then  you  can  get  wise 
to  some  things  that  are  going  on. 

I  was  surprised  at  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  No.  2  who,  on  the  night  of 
March  17th  when  our  ball  took  place, 
declared  that  they  did  not  know  of  the 
ball  until  a  few  days  previous  to  its 
taking  place.  The  committee  for  the 
ball  was  appointed  the  first  meeting 
night  in  January,  and  i(  you  had  been 
awake  you  would  have  known  of  it. 

Now,  brothers,  come  to  lodge  and 
learn  something,  for  we  may  have 
some  other  affairs  in  the  future.  Wake 
up!  It  is  disappointing  to  go  to  lodge 
and  not  see  a  new  face  unless  it  be  a 
visitor.  Then  there  are  those  who  re- 
marK  that  "that  bunch  is  trying  to  run 
the  lodge."  Come  to  lodge  yourself 
and  do  a  little  "running"  yourself. 

Hoping  this  hits  the  mark,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Stobmy. 


Whatever  is  excellent  is  not  to  be  ob- 
tained without  labor  and  sorrow. — 
Jeremy  Taylor. 


New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Last  month  I  did  not  send  any  news 
to  the  Journal  in  regard  to  Harlem 
River  Lodge  No.  56,  thinking  the 
Journal  agent  would  come  out  of  his 
long  dream,  and  as  he  is  still  dream- 
ing, I  will  show  up  once  more. 

Well,  to  start  with,  I  will  say  that 
business  is  still  at  a  standstill  at  Har- 
lem River.  There  are  eighty-three  ex- 
tra men  on  the  list  and  they  are  not 
making  much  time  to  speak  of. 

Lodge  No.  56  is  getting  along  nicely, 
taking  in  new  members  now  and  then. 

The  New  Haven  Company  Is  still  at 
the  top  of  the  list  for  handling  Long 
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Island  "scissor  bills"  and  Rhode  Island 
"clam-diggers."  There  are  a  few 
"herring  chokers"  from  New  Hamp- 
shire here,  but  they  are  going  fast,  as 
they  cannot  stand  the  footing  they  get 
in  Harlem  River. 

As  I  have  taken  up  some  room  in 
the  pink  book,  I  will  make  my  note 
short,  telling  all  brothers  that  there 
are  no  jobs  in  Harlem  River. 

Wishing  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  good  luck. 
I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bronx  Kid. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  some  time  since  I  wrote 
anything  for  our  Journal,  and  as  I  am 
on  the  sick  list  and  have  been  since  the 
28th  of  last  January,  I  thought  that 
I  would  write  a  few  lines.  No.  209  is 
still  among  the  living.  Our  meeting  of 
the  &th  was  a  grand  one,  the  brothers 
turning  out  in  fine  style,  and  I  was 
glad  to  see  them.  I  hope  the  brothers 
will  do  tbe  same  at  all  of  our  meetings 
in  the  future,  for  our  worthy  president 
cannot  do  business  with  the  small  at- 
tendance we  are  having  lately.  Our 
third  vice-president,  D.  *A.  Harshbar- 
ger,  was  at  our  meeting  and  spoke  at 
length  on  the  way  our  brothers  were 
being  used  in  the  east,  and  I  think 
we  are  doing  pretty  well  here,  taking 
into  consideration  the  way  brothers  are 
used  in  other  places.  Through  the 
kindness  of  John  Whalen,  secretary  of 
No.  226,  Garrett  Lambert  of  805  Seneca 
street,  printed  the  tickets  for  Hugh 
McGuire's  benefit  dance,  which  was 
held  at  Boyer's  Hall  the  21st  of  last 
month,  free  of  charge,  and  as  he  has 
done  printing  for  some  of  the  other 
lodges,  why  not,  brother  switchmen, 
patronize  him  at  all  times? 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  D.  Lewis,  Sr., 
Journal  Agent. 


Topeka,  Kans. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt,  I  will 
try  to  drop  a  few  lines  once  a  year  at 
least.  Business  is  pretty  good  here  on 
both  the  R.   I.   and   Santa  Fe  roads. 


Bro.  Felner  is  in  the  hosplttU  from  in- 
juries received  while  performing  his 
duty  on  the  east  shop  job.  Bro.  Felner 
was  making  coupling  and  got  his  heel 
caught  in  the  spring  frog,  one  pair  of 
wheels  running  over  his  leg  but  break- 
ing no  bones;  but  his  leg  was  smashed 
very  badly.  We  expect  to  see  Bro. 
Felner  back  to  work  in  the  near  fu- 
ture, for  he  is  a  brother  any  lodge 
could  be  proud  of.  , 

I  think  it  would  pay  to  have  one  of 
the  Grand  Officers  come  here  and  see 
about  getting  the  schedule  back  from 
the  stingers,  as  we  have  the  majority 
by  far.  We  are  up  against  it  here  and 
need  a  schedule.  Maybe  then  we  would 
not  have  to  take  so  much.  Old  head 
No.  12's  goat  is  getting  sick  of  his  job, 
as  he  has  everybody  lined  up,  except 
a  couple  of  old  heads  that  he  is  doubt- 
ful about  ever  enjoying  the  pleasure 
of  setting  them  on  the  right  path.  One 
O.  R.  C.  claims  he  has  too  much  insur- 
ance and  can't  afford  to  join  the 
switchmen.  Well,  brothers,  we  have 
our  opinion  of  the  likes  of  him.  The 
conductors  don't  get  anything  for  him. 
It  takes  lots  of  nerve  to  come  across 
with  as  thin  an  excuse  as  this.  This 
is  not  only  my  opinion  but  pretty  near- 
ly every  man's  in  the  yards.  I  will 
close  the  gap  for  the  present,  but  will 
reopen  if  this  is  worth  printing. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

An  Observer. 


Notice 

To  all  Lodges  of  the  8,  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Be  on  the  alert  for  one  Gust  Seibel 
who  claims  to  be  a  member  of  Local 
No.  1379  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America.  He  claims  to  be  in  hard 
circumstances  and  is  soliciting  money 
to  purchase  a  ticket  to  Danville,  111. 
He  got  $8.60  from  Lodge  No.  17  and 
also  got  a  donation  from  Lodge  No.  117. 
He  carries  credentials,  also  transfer 
card  from  No.  1379  to  No.  120  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
signed  by  John  Mills,  president;  Bmil 
Schmitt,  financial  and  correspondUlf 
secretary.  Give  this  chap  or  anyone 
else  representing  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
the  cold  shoulder  unless  you  know  he 
is  O.  K.,  or  communicate  to  their 
Grand  Lodge  officers  and  find  out  if  he 
is  O.  K.  J.  W.  Hemen, 

Sec'y  No.  199. 
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TO    THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


A  Greeting  to  Ivorydale  Lodge, 
No.  123. 

Good  luck  to  the  switchmen  of  EHm- 
wood 
And    their   new   lodge   one   twenty- 
three. 
May  they  be  as  prosperous  as  the  royal 
blue 
And  with  each  other  in  all  things 
agree. 
Bro.  Stephens,  I  know,  is  just  the  right 
man 
To  sit  in  the  president's  chair. 
Bro.  Barrott    is    capable  when  called 
upon 
To  deliver  the  opening  prayer. 

And  when  the  big  book  comes  down  off 
the  shelf 
In  the  hands  of  Bro.  McQueen, 
You  will  know  the  right  man  is  in  the 
right  place. 
And   I'm  sure  no   mistake   will  be 
seen. 
As  assistant  to  president  Bro.  Cox  will 
advise 
And  help  him  whenever  he  can. 
If  you  wish  to  keep  straight  and  pay 
up  to  date. 
Then  Bro.  Huffman's  the  man. 

At  each  meeting,  I  hope,  new  members 
will  Join 
And   the  lodge  stronger  grow  each 
•     day. 
May    it   climb,    step  by   step,   till   it 
reaches  the  height 
And  ranks  with  the  foremost  of  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
For  all  of  its  members  are  faithful  and 
true — 
All  are  one  in  B.,  H.  and  P. 
Into  paths  of  success  may  Providence 
guide 
The  Ivorydale,  one  twenty-three. 

Mbs.  Fbank  Tbatlob. 
Elkwood  Place,  O. 


St.  Paul. 

EiDITOB    St¥ITGHMEN'S    JOURNAL : 

Harmony  Lodge  No.  26  L.  A.  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  was  organized  on  Jan. 
28,  1908,  by  Deputy  Cora  Hart,  and  on 
Jan.  31st  the  following  officers  were 
installed  by  Sister  Kate  Lynch  of  Min- 
neapolis: 

Past  Mistress — Minnie  Cooke. 

Mistress— Cora  Hart. 

Vice  Mistress — Amy  Ryan. 

Secretary— Etta  Kindle. 

Treasurer — Mary  Ferguson. 

Chaplain— Libbie  Tuthill. 

Conductress — May  Dougherty. 

Guard— Millie  West 

Musician — Maud  Hart 

Board  of  Directors — Myrtle  Foote, 
Annie  Young,  Augusta  Wolfe. 

Our  worthy  Grand  Mistress  Barbara 
Stang  was  to  have  been  with  us,  but 
owing  to  illness  was  unable  to  attend. 
However,  she  has  visited  us  since  and 
is  well  pleased  with  our  prospects. 
After  the  ceremonies  we  had  a  very 
nice  supper  and  dancing  was  indulged 
in  until  the  wee  sma'  hours.  We  are 
taking  in  members  every  meeting  and 
I  think  we  are  going  to  have  a  very 
nice  lodge. 

West  Side  Lodge  No.  27  S.  U.,  held 
an  informal  affair  on  Feb.  27th  and 
everyone  had  a  lovely  time. 

We  gave  our  first  card  party  on 
March  13th  and  it  was  a  grand  success. 
Cards  were  played  at  twenty  tables. 

Well,  this  is  my  first  attempt  at 
writing,  and  if  it  doesn't  find  its  way 
to  the  wastebasket  or  get  side-tracked, 
I  will  do  better  next  time. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
E.  Kindle, 
Secretary  of  No.  26. 


A  great  resource  is  hard  work,  which 
is  one's  best  defense  against  sorrow 
and  regrets. — Daudet. 


Easy! 

Bailroad  Magnate — ^*'I  think  the 
courts  are  perniciously  active,  and — " 

Trust  Magnate — **Ea8yI  As  long  as 
the  courts  are  confining  their  energies 
to  trust  busting  among  the  trades 
unions  they  are  not  hurting  us." 
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Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  spring  of  1908  opens  with  bright 
prospects  for  Qolden  Rule  Lodge  No. 
17. 

We  are  getting  along  fine,  have  a 
neat  little  sum  in  the  treasury  and  a 
few  applications  on  hand  all  the  time; 
also  have  the  record  of  having  the 
largest  membership,  a  distinction  we 
hope  to  retain. 

This  has  been  a  dull  winter  in  the 
railroad  business  at  Kansas  City,  but 
not  more  so  than  elsewhere  I  suppose, 
as  the  cry  of  hard  times  has  gone  up 
all  over  the  country.  I  have  heard 
some  say  that  it  is  always  this  way 
Just  previous  to  presidential  election. 
However,  the  S.  U.  boys  and  their  fami- 
lies have  fared  about  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  people  during  the  panic, 
or  financial  depression,  and  are  not 
easily  discouraged  anjrway,  but  look 
forward  to  something  better  in  the  near 
future. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a 
most  interesting  letter  from  our 
worthy  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
recently.  I  am  sure  all  the  sisters 
of  Golden  Rule  Lodge  appreciated  it 
highly  and  will  profit  by  her  kind  ad- 
vice. 

We  were  also  pleased  to  see  a  splen- 
did letter  from  our  worthy  Grand 
Mistress  in  the  February  issue  of  the 
Journal. 

I  see  in  the  Journal  that  the  S.  U. 
people  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  are  consider- 
ing plans  for  organizing  an  auxiliary 
there  and  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  Mrs.  Roberts,  who  made  an 
address  at  the  meeting  held  for  that 
purpose,  is  none  other  than  Mrs.  Eim- 
ma  Roberts,  a  member  of  our  lodge 
who  now  resides  in  Oakland..  Well, 
I  presume  we  will  be  losing  her  pretty 
soon,  but  our  loss  will  be  their  gain, 
for  we  cannot  recommend  her  too  high- 
ly and  she  will  be  a  member  that  they 
can  be  proud  of.  I  wish  them  much 
success  with  their  auxiliary. 

The  brothers  held  quite  a  stupendous 
entertainment  on  Tuesday  evening 
March  17th,  in  the  form  of  a  St  Pat- 
rick's ball. 

The  sisters  of  our  lodgfe  are  making 
a  slumber  robe  to  be  disposed  of  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fiower  fund.  It  will 
be  very  handsome  when  finished  and 


each  of  us  would  like  to  be  the  lucky 
winner. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  ap- 
pointed Journal  agent  for  this  year, 
but  it  is  needless  for  me  to  tell  you 
that  it  was  a  poor  selection,  as  you  can 
see  by  my  first  attempt 

With  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.  and  the  Auxiliary,  I  remain. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
Journal  Agent  No.  17. 


MinneapoGs,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  am  beginning  to  think  that  our 
sisters  and  brothers  will  think  there 
is  no  Twin  City  Lodge  No.  4  any  more 
if  someone  of  us  doesn't  wake  up  and 
write  a  piece  for  the  Journal.  But, 
sisters  and  brothers,  if  you  knew  how 
well  our  lodge  was  getting  along  and 
what  headway  we  are  making  in  this 
world,  nobody  could  even  think  of  men- 
tioning such  a  thing.  Why  we  are 
more  alive  than  ever  before,  and  that 
is  saying  a  lot,  for  we  have  been  awful 
lively  at  times,  even  though  some  peo- 
ple say  there  is  no  Twin  City  Lodge 
No.  4.  But  I  am  sure  th^y  are  mis- 
taken, for  Twin  City  Lodge  has  no  idea 
of  giving  up. 

We  had  a  joint  installation  with 
Good  Will  Lodge  No.  24  of  Merriam 
Park  and  had  the  time  of  our  life. 

We  had  a  fine  program  and  the  best 
of  all  was  Sister  Crandell  and  her  lit- 
tle pumpkin-colored  coons.  Sister 
Crandell  deserves  lots  of  credit  for  the 
trouble  and  time  it  took  to  drill  them 
as  nicely  as  she  did.  The  beauty  of  it 
was  that  the  little  '*coons"  were  all 
switchmen's  "coons." 

After  the  program  refreshments 
were  served  and  dancing  followed. 

During  the  evening  the  retiring 
mistress,  Mrs.  Ida  Maeby,  was  pre- 
sented with  a  lovely  backcomb  set  with 
rhinestones  by  Twin  City  Lodge  NoJ  4. 

The  following  officers  were  installed 
by  worthy  Grand  Mistress  Mrs.  Stang: 

Mistress-r-Mrs.  M.  Murphy. 

Vice-Mistress — Mrs.  Quinlan. 

Past-Mistress — Mrs.  I.  Maeby. 

Chaplain — Miss  G.  Crandell. 

Conductress — Mrs.  Nicklaus. 

Secretary — Mrs.  M.  Crandell. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  J.  Tlemey. 

Guards— Mrs.  Seidler  and  Whitbeck. 

Board  of  Directors — ^Miss  M.  Murphy, 
Miss  E.  Nicklaus,  Miss  G.  Maeby. 
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Both  Bro.  and  Sister  Whltbeck  have 
been  on  the  sick  list  for  some  time. 

Sister  Seidler  met  with  a  sad  be- 
reavement in  Ihe  loss  of  her  dearly-be- 
loved mother,  and  Twin  City  Lodge  ex- 
tends its  sympathy  to  you,  sister. 

Well,  brothers  and  sisters  we  had 
the  finest  card  party  you  ever  laid  eyes 
on  March  2d.  The  hall  was  not  large 
enough  and  we  had  a  large  hall,  tod. 

Well,  my  letter  is  getting  long,  I 
must  close  hoping  it  does  not  meet 
with  the  wastebasket  instead  of  the 
JouBNAL.  I  am,  with  best  wishes  for 
success  to  the  L.  A.  and  S.  U., 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 


Jacksofit  Mich. 

EorroB  Swftchmen^s  Journal: 

When  the  postman  stepped  on  the 
veranda  with  the  March  Joubnal  we 
were  sitting  at  the  table  eating  break- 
fast; and  such  scrambling  you  never 
saw.  But  as  a  rule  the  woman  comes 
out  ahead,  as  was  the  case  this  time. 

You  never  hear  of  a  stock  company 
in  town  and  attend  one  of  the  per- 
formances, but  that  you  see  Bro.  EJd. 
Cathran  and  wife  in  the  bald-headed 
row.     I  wonder  why? 

When  my  husband  comes  home  from 
work  and  says  I  am  so  tired  tonight, 
I  usually  believe  that  it  is  because  he 
has  been  working  with  Michael  Dra- 
•per.  I  wish  he  had  one  half  of  the 
nonsense  in  his  head  that  man  has  got. 
Hats  off!    We  are  all  pinched. 

If  I  had  the  art  of  cooking  down  as 
fine  as  Sister  Matie  Sweet,  perhaps  my 
pies  and  cakes  would  taste  as  good  as 
they  do  when  they  come  from  Charley's 
dinner  pail  at  ten  a.  m.  or  three  p.  m. 
Please  pass  on  the  recipe. 

Our  dance,  which  was  held  Feb.  29th, 
was  a  grand  success.  Hurrah  for  an- 
other. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  some  one  else 
soon,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Union  Wife. 


"Mother,  may  I  go  out  to  speculate?" 

'Tes,  my  darling  daughter. 
Hang   your   clothes   on   the   treasury 
steps. 
But  don't  go  near  the  water." 

— Judge, 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  it  has  been  some  time  since  I 
have  contributed  my  mite  to  the  Joub- 
nal, I  will  now  try  to  make  good.* 
It  seems,  since  our  recognition  by  the 
brothers  of  the  S.  U.,  that  we  can  feel 
more  secure  in  trying  to  make  a  suc- 
cess of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary.  Sisters, 
it  is  now  up  to  us  to  do  so,  always  re- 
membering that  the  advancement  and 
progress  we  make  is  not  only  an  honor 
to  ourselves,  but  also  to  the  Switch- 
men's Union  of  North  America. 

We  have  a  year,  sisters,  now  before 
us  during  which,  by  the  earnest  help  of 
all  sisters,  we  can  be  able  at  the  next 
convention  to  prove  to  the  brothers 
that  their  confidence  in  us  was  not  un- 
worthily bestowed.  We  are  doing  fine 
out  here,  as  there  is  a  large  territory 
to  cover  and  with  it  all  depending  on 
our  Grand  Mistress,  but  it  will  not  be 
her  fault  if  anything  is  overlooked  or 
left  undone,  as  her  efforts  are  untiring 
in  trying  to  make  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
a  success. 

A  new  lodge,  Harmony  No.  26,  has 
lately  been  or^nized  in  St.  Paul  and 
I  have  decided  assurance  of  its  future 
if  it  had  nothing  but  its  name  to  make 
it  so. 

Lodge  No.  31,  S.  U.  of  St.  Paul,  sure- 
ly were  entitled  to  the  laurels  for  their 
grand  ball,  but  Minneapolis  should  be 
willing  to  divide  honors  once  in  a 
while  with  their  twin  brothers. 

Fern  Lodge  No.  29,  L.  A.,  (of  which 
ye  scribe  is  a  member),  will  give  a 
"dimity  ball"  for  "ye  olde  tymes' 
sake"  on  April  29th,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  a  success  if  new  gowns  signify 
anything. 

So,  brothers  and  sisters,  as  I  have 
bothered  you  long  enough  and  hoping 
this  letter  will  not  have  a  "rare-bit" 
effect  on  the  editor,  I  will  close  with 
something  origlnaT,  but  for  which  I 
have  no  poetical  license: 

Here's  luck  to'  the  S.  U.  and  the  S.  U.'s 
health, 

If  I  were  a  man  I'd  belong  to  the  S.  U. 
myself, 

But,  as  a  woman,  I  must  lead  a  wo- 
man's life 

And  be  content  in  being  an  S.  U.'s 
wife. 


Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 


A  Febn. 
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MinneapoliSt  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  is  some  time  since  Golden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  3  has  been  heard  from,  but 
•  we  are  nevertheless  working  diligently 
for  the  good  of  the  order.  We  are  tak- 
ing in  new  members  at  every  meeting, 
and  we  were  more  than  pleased  to  wel- 
come and  reobligate  back  into  our 
ranks  Sister  Gile.  We  trust  more  will 
Join  us,  as  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
ladies  who  are  eligible  who  are  not 
with  us.  There  are  many  things  to 
tell  of,  but  that  which  is  most  import- 
ant to  me  is  that  Ok>lden  Rod  is  not 
gaining  in  membership  as  she  should, 
for  according  to  the  membership  of  No. 
30  S.  U.,  we  have  a  large  field  to  gather 
from.  I  never  fully  realized  how  far 
ahead  the  sister  lodges  were  until  I 
visited  St.  Paul,  at  the  organization  of 
Harmony  Lodge  No.  26,  auxiliary  to 
No.  27.  We  were  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment in  not  having  with  us  our  Grand 
Mistress,  Sister  Barbara  Stang,  who 
was  detained  by  illness,  but  Sister 
Katie  Lynch  of  No.  3  and  Sister  Loffee 
of  No.  29  and  Sister  Dosh  of  No.  5 
kindly  assisted,  and  after  the  installing 
of  officers,  the  entire  assembly  repaired 
to  the  banquet  room,  where  a  sump- 
tuous feast  had  been  prepared.  The 
tables  were  tastefully  decorated  and 
Sisters  Rutherford  and  Lous  furnished 
delightful  music  while  the  guests  were 
doing  justice  to  the  good  things  pro- 
vided for  them.  Every  one  was  smil- 
ing and  happy,  every  one  had  a  good 
time,  and  we  then  danced  until  the 
wee  sma'  hours.  With  such  sisters  as 
Sisters  Hart,  Ryan,  Kendal  and  in  fact 
all  sisters  of  Harmony,  it  cannot  help 
but  be  a  success,  with  the  help  of  the 
brothers  of  No.  27. 

I  was  also  at  Midway  Lodge  at  its 
installation.  Another  fine  time  was 
given  there,  and  the  way  the  brothers 
turn  out  to  those  meetings  makes  me 
ask  what  Is  the  matter  with  No.  30*s 
bo3rs?  There  was  one  more  pleasant 
feature  at  Midway:  our  Grand  Mis- 
tress was  there,  and  did  the  installing 
in  a  manner  very  creditable  to  her.  A 
number  of  Minneapolis  sisters  were 
over. 

Now,  sisters,  there  is  not  one-half 
the  Interest  taken  that  should  be  to 


perfect  us  so  as  to  make  our  noble 
order  a  success,  and  the  old  adage,  you 
know,  things  done  by  halves  are  never 
done  right;  also,  anything  that  is 
worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well. 
You  know  well  the  parts  in  which  you 
are  deficient  without  naming  them. 
Poor  attendance  has  been  one  of  our 
greatest  shortcomings,  and  as  we  stop 
to  think,  another  year  is  with  us  and 
at  its  close  I  wonder  how  many  of  us 
oan  say  I  have  done  my  duty  by  the 
auxiliary.  Not  I,  for  one.  I  know 
there  were  many  little  things  I  could 
have  done,  but  may  we  all  begin  with 
our  new  Mistress  Laura  Carey,  with 
an  earnest  endeavor  to  do  all  in  our 
power  for  the  advancement  of  our 
order,  and  may  our  order  grow  nearer 
and  dearer  to  us  as  the  years  go  by. 
Many  of  us  think  too  lightly  of  the  sol- 
emn obligation  we  take  when  we  be- 
come a  member  of  the  order,  for  if  we 
live  up  to  our  vows  we  would  all  be 
good,  noble  Christian  women,  and  if 
we  have  been  careless  and  thoughtless 
let  us  from  this  time  forth  strive  to  be 
true  to  our  sisters,  true  to  our  order 
and  live  up  to  our  motto.  Unity,  Hope, 
Justice. 

Now,  sisters,  let  us  follow  the  ad- 
vice given  by  our  Grand  Mistress  and 
work  in  harmony,  and  all  pull  togeth- 
er and  bring  our  order  to  the  highest 
standing  we  would  like  to  see  it.  You 
will  find  that  the  mere  resolve  not  to 
be  useless  and  the  honest  desire  to, 
help  other  people  will  in  the  quickest' 
and  most  delicate  ways  also  improve 
ourselves. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  much 
pleasure  to  a  visit  from  our  G.  M., 
Sister  Stang,  and  are  planning  to  give 
a  social  in  her  honor,  and  we  invite 
all  brothers  of  the  city  to  be  present. 

May  the  year  1908  be  the  best  in  the 
history  of  our  order.  May  we  strive  to 
attain  a  higher  ideal  than  ever  before. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

"Guess  Who.*' 


Citiman — "Are  you  ever  bothered 
with  tramps  out  here?" 

Subbubs — "No;  I  have  put  up  a 
notice  say,  'We  are  vegetarians,  but  our 
dog  isn't." — London  Tid-Bits. 
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Nottingham,  Ohio. 

As  never  but  once  have  you  heard 
from  us,  I  will  try  and  write  a  little. 
Our  present  officers  are  as  follows: 

Mistress — Mrs.  EiVa  Ohlinger. 

Past-Mistress— Mrs.  Edith  Baldwin. 

Vice-Mistress— Mrs.  Ella  Tippin. 

Secretary — Miss  Sadie  Weisbarth. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  Addie  Brown. 

Chaplain — Mrs.  Clara  Gathercole. 

Conductress — Mrs.  Lizzie  Young. 

Guard — Miss  Betty  Richmond. 

Board  of  Directors — Mrs.  Ida  Holden, 
Miss  Emma  LefTel  and  Miss  T.  Weis- 
barth. 

We  gave  a  benefit  supper  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Collinwood  disaster  and 
made  $17.00.  Pretty  good,  we  thought, 
as  the  Tillage  had  been  canvassed  be- 
fore. 

We  understand  that  the  Joubnal 
agent  of  No.  55  will  be  unable  to  write 
any  more,  as  he  is  thinking  of  taking 
up  a  course  in  electrical  engineering. 
How  about  it,  B.  C.  D.T 

Bro.  and  Sister  A.  R.  Fitch  have  a 
new  boy. 

Bros.  P.  Brown  and  O.  M.  Tippin  are 
on  the  sick  list 

Well,  Snip,  I  see  you  did  come  to 
red-hot!  The  stork  found  it  out  and 
left  Snip  and  his  wife  a  nice  twelve- 
pound  girl. 

If  this  goes  to  print,  I  may  write 
again,  if  not,  I  have  wasted  time 
enough. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Joubnal  Agent. 


Toi^o,  O. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  has  been  so  long  since  anything 
has  appeared  in  the  Journal  from  Sun- 
shine Lodge  No.  19  that  I  will  take  it 
upon  myself  to  inform  the  sisters  and 
brothers  that  we  are  progressing 
nicely. 

We  have  been  organized  one  year, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  we  have  en- 
joyed the  utmost  harmony  and  socia- 
bility. 

We  have  been  able  to  assist  our  fel- 
low-members in  sickness  and  bereave- 
ment and  we  make  a  plea  for  a  larger 
membership.  We  ought  to  double  it 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  While  we 
have  been  so  successful,  both  socially 
and  financially,  we  should  not  forget 


that  we  are  an  auxiliary  body  to  a 
strong  labor  organization.  We  must 
remember  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
strengthen  our  organization  that  we 
may  be  a  true  auxiliary  body  in  every 
sense  of  the  word. 

We  belong  to  the  great  working  class 
and  we  must  therefore  work  in  har- 
mony with  one  another  until  the  time 
comes  when  there  will  be  no  need  for 
labor  organizations,  when  the  produc- 
ing class  will  be  the  only  class,  when 
the  brotherhood  of  man  will  be  no 
longer  a  dream,  but  a  reality. 

Another  thing,  we  members  of  aux- 
iliary bodies  of  labor  unions  should  not 
only  remember  but  practice,  is  to  de- 
mand union-made  goods.  It  not  only 
strengthens  the  unions,  but  helps  to 
bring  the  class  struggle  to  a  head  and 
thereby  eliminate  it  altogether. 

While  the  tools  of  production  are  in 
the  hands  of  individuals  we  cannot 
have  the  full  value  of  the  product  of 
our  labor,  but  we  can  force  concessions 
until  the  establishment  df  a  more  just 
system  of  production  and  distribution, 
namely,  the  co-operative  common- 
wealth.     Youfs  In  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Anna  Mehlino.  ' 


Salt  Lake  Qty,  Utah. 

EonoB  SwiTCHifEN's  Journal: 

Not  seeing  anything  in  the  Journal 
from  No.  20  Sego  Lily  Lodge  for  some 
time,  I  will  try  my  hand  at  a  letter. 
We  are  only  a  small  organization  as 
yet,  but  we  have  a  number  of  candi- 
dates and  hope  by  the  next  time  you 
hear  from  us  that  they  will  be  full- 
fledged  members,  and  as  all  our  mem- 
bers are  energetic  workers  and  untir- 
ing in  their  efTorts  for  the  welfare  of 
our  organization,  the  prospects  for  the 
future  are  very  bright 

The  card  party  given  by  the  ladies 
at  Sister  Lemons'  home  on  Feb.  12th, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  auxiliary  was  a 
success  both  socially  and  financially. 
There  were  about  sixty  members  and 
their  friends  present.  Everybody  had 
a  good  time  in  general.  Sister  Lemon 
is  certainly  a  charming  hostess. 

Our  worthy  Mistress  Smith  has  re- 
turned from  an  extended  trip  East  and 
we  are  delighted  to  have  her  with  us 
again. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Wilber  have  the  sym- 
pathy of  all  in  the  death  of  their  little 
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daughter.  We  are  also  glad  to  have 
Sister  Wllber  with  us  once  more  after 
her  recent  illness. 

As  this  is  my  first  attempt  at  writ- 
ing and  trusting  it  will  not  find  its 
way  to  the  wastehasket,  I  will  leave 
space  for  someone  else.  I  hope  hy  the 
time  I  write  again  we  shall  have  more 
new  members. 

I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to  the 
brothers  and  sisters  for  the  coming 
year.         Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Viola  Charles. 


Then  think  well,  my  brothers,  before 
you  cast  your  vote.  Remember  that 
each  vote  counts.  If  you  are  a  labor- 
ing man,  then  a  wage  earner's  interest 
should  be  the  nearest  to  your  heart. 
Why  cast  your  vote  for  those  who  al- 
ready have  their  millions  Lift  up  your 
heads,  be  bright,  be  thoughtful,  be  am- 
bitious to  help  your  brother's  condition 
and  the  union  to  which  you  belong. 
Maboukrite  Bostic. 


Topeka,  Kans. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  time  is  close  at  hand  when  every 
intelligent,  law-abiding  citizen  of  the 
United  States  should  cast  his  vote  for 
the  bettering  of  his  condition. 

Many  cast  their  vote  as  if  hereditary. 
They  vote  as  their  grandfathers  and 
their  fathers  .did,  regardless,  seeming- 
ly, of  any  thought  that  times  are 
changing,  that  many  things  are  spring- 
ing up  every  day  unheard  of  by  our 
sires  and  grandsires.  Throw  aside 
that  old-fashioned  idea  of  voting  ac- 
cording to  politics;  vote  for  the  man, 
the  one  that  will  benefit  your  condi- 
tion most,  the  one  who  is  interested  in 
the  wage  workers  of  this  vast  common- 
wealth. 

The  working  people  are  no  longer  so 
submissive;  they  no  longer  wish  to  be 
dealt  with  as  if  they  had  no  rights,  no 
mind  of  their  own.  Thj!y  are  becoming 
educated,  they  are  beginning  to  realize 
that  we  all  live  under  the  same  flag 
and  the  same  law,  and  should  enjoy 
the  same  rights.  Let  each  man  think 
and  weigh  this  matter  for  himself. 

Many  cast  their  vote  through  ignor- 
ance and  lack  of  thought,  but  more 
through  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  how 
Important  a  matter  this  really  is. 
Every  magazine  published  by  any  labor 
organization  should  try  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  its  readers  the  im- 
portance of  this  act,  and  what  it  mate- 
rially means  to  them. 

The  capitalists  have  had  their  zenith 
—they  no  longer  sway  the  country 
without  an  outcry  from  the  ones  who 
do  their  work.  Will  they  seek  to  bet- 
ter their  condition  that  they  may  have 
some  of  the  luxuries  that  a  healthy 
body  and  a  well-poised  mind  demand? 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  have  been  elected  as  Joubnal 
agent  for  Golden  Rod  No.  3.  I  hardly 
know  what  my  duties  are,  but  I  pre- 
sume It  Is  to  write  the  news  of  the 
month.  I  don't  think  they  made  a  very 
wise  choice  in  me,  but  will  do  my  best. 
Angels  could  do  no  more. 

Well,  we  have  had  our  Grand  Mis- 
tress with  us,  and  she  attended  Lodge 
Nos.  30  and  31  balls,  led  the  grand 
march  at  St.  Paul  with  (now  here  is 
where  my  memory  fails  me),  and  at 
Lodge  30  with  Bro.  Martin.  She  gave 
us  some  very  good  advice;  if  we  would 
only  take  the  same  home  and  by  a 
united  effort  ev^ry  member  can  make 
It  more  Interesting  and  accomplish 
many  desired  results.  We  can  be 
more  social  to  our  new  members  and 
visiting  brothers. 

I  see  Lodge  30  had  with  them  at 
their  last  meeting  their  worthy  Inter- 
national President,  F.  T.  Hawley,  but 
we  ladles  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of 
shaking  his  hand.  Nevertheless  we 
were  pleased  to  know  he  was  here; 
and  the  way  the  boys  turned  out!  Well 
the  sisters  will  do  the  same  in  time. 
I  hope.  Our  Mistress,  Sister  Reardon, 
resigned  as  mistress  of  No.  3  owing  to 
her  poor  state  of  health.  Sister  Laura 
Carey,  vice-mistress,  was  elected  in  her 
stead,  and  Sister  Lynch  was  elected 
vice-mistress. 

Sister  Covyeau  and  her  family  have 
returned  from  an  extended  trip  to  the 
Coast.  We  look  forward  to  our  next 
meeting  with  great  pleasure,  as  we 
know  she  will  be  with  us  and  have 
many  interesting  stories  to  tell  us. 
Sister  McKnight  is  on  the  sick  list 
and  Bro.  Maxwell  met  with  a  slight 
accident  and  is  laid  up  for  a  while. 
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We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
his  wife. 

Lodges  30  and  3  have  very  good  at- 
tendance, that  I  know,  and  our  card 
parties  have  been  well  attended  by  the 
brothers  of  Lodge  30.  Put  a  move  on 
you,  boys,  and  come  to  the  next  one, 
which  I  trust  will  be  soon,  as  I  am 
learning  to  play  cards.  Never  too  old 
to  learn. 

Now  let  us  all  resolve  to  try  and 
overcome  our  selfishness  and  do  our 
duty  in  the  future,  and  remember  a 
good  hand-squeeze  and  a  pleasant  smile 
go  a  long  ways.  And  now,  brothers 
and  sisters,  I  hope  every  lodge  of  both 
orders  will  make  it  a  point  to  attend 
every  meeting  and  do  a  charitable  act, 
no  matter  how  small.  You  know  the 
greatest  of  these  is  charity.  Place 
some  brother  or  sister  on  the  roll  of 
honor,  send  some  widow  a  ton  of  coal, 
send  some  poor  child  to  school,  pay  a 
month's  rent  ot  a  month's  provisions 
for  some  worthy  poor  family,  or  do  a 
thousand  other  acts  for  charity's  sake. 
Begin  now.  brothers;  cut  out  gam- 
bling, whisky  and  see  what  good  you 
can  do. 

JouBiCAL  Agent. 


Buffalo.  N.Y. 

BorroB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  I  gave  the  sisters  and  Editor  a 
rest  last  month,  I  will  try  to  tell  of 
a  few  events  that  have  recently  taken 
place,  of  Interest  to  the  members,  in 
Buffalo  and  possibly  elsewhere. 

Queen  City  Lodge  No.  6  is  doing  a 
good  business  and  it  behooves  the  sis- 
ter lodges  to  look  to  their  laurels  or 
they  will  be  left  far  behind.  Two  new 
members  were  initiated  last  month 
and  a  number  are  slated  for  our  next 
meeting,  but  the  m^nbers  of  No.  6 
must  remember  that  unless  they  all 
pay  their  dues  and  remain  with  us  we 
wont  make  the  gain  we  seem  to. 

February  14th  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  No.  6  and  a  few  of  their 
husbands  who  could  be  Induced  to  go, 
and  a  few  young  men  friends  of  the 
young  lady  members,  as  we  did  not 
want  to  have  a  hen  party,  met  at  the 
home  of  our  Worthy  Mistress,  and 
from  there  went  to  the  home  of 
Brother   and   Sister   Sutor,  and   gave 


Sister  Sutor  a  complete  surprise  party, 
and  to  say  that  we  all  had  a  good  time 
is  putting  It  mildly.  Brother  M.  R. 
Welch  and  his  worthy  Frau  were  pres- 
ent and  had  as  good  a  time  as  the  rest 
of  us,  but  came  near  getting  drowned 
In  the  flood  on  the  way  home,  but  they 
were  not  the  only  ones.  The  sisters 
had  provided  some  good  things  to  eat, 
and  all  did  Justice  to  them.  We  won't 
forget  the  nice  rooms  Sister  Sutor  has 
for  dancing,  and  may  surprise  Brother 
Sutor  some  time. 

Saturday  evening,  March  21st,  a 
benefit  dance  was  given  for  a  switch- 
man and  his  family,  and  Beyer's  Hall 
was  much  too  small  for  the  crowd  that 
came  to  help  the  good  work  along. 
Had  we  known  what  good  ticket  sellers 
the  brothers  who  helped  us  are,  we 
would  have  secured  a  larger  hall.  The 
dance  was  given  under  the  name  of 
the  S.  U.,  but  the  members  of  No.  6 
wanjt  some  of  the  credit  as  they 
worked  hard  to  make  the  affair  a  suc- 
cess as  it  is  for  a  worthy  object. 

Erie  Lodge  No.  226  gave  a  dance 
February  21st,  and  although  the  crowd 
was  not  80  large  as  they  usually  have, 
every  one  present  had  a  splendid  time, 
the  writer  as  well  as  the  rest.  The 
Barn  Dance  was  a  feature  of  the  even- 
ing, and  Brother  D.  Maloney,  the  gen- 
ial president  of  the  Lodge,  can  certain- 
ly dance  it,  and  Brother  Whalen,  the 
treasurer  is  fast  learning  that  dance 
as  well  as  others. 

There  is  talk  of  Lodge  209  having  a 
dance  after  Easter,  but  nothing  definite 
is  known  of  their  plans,  but  we  hope 
they  will  materialize,  as  these  dances 
give  the  members  and  their  families 
a  chance  to  meet,  become  acquainted 
and  have  a  better  time. 

No  doubt  many  of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  who  attended  the  last  Conven- 
tion will  remember  meeting  Sister 
Irene  Erwin  of  East  St.  Louis,  the  jol- 
liest  girl  in  the  bunch,  and  will  offer 
their  congratulations  with  mine,  for 
I  understand  she  has  changed  her 
name.  I  don't  know  Jimmle,  but  he 
is  to  be  congratulated.  We  hope  that 
the  new  added  duties  of  this  sister 
will  not  prevent  her  keeping  up  the 
good  work  she  has  done  for  Lodge  27 
and  the  Order  In  general,  for  we  need 
such  members  as  she,  and  we  hope  she 
will  find  time  to  write  occasionally  f or 
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the  Journal,  as  her  letters  are  inter- 
esting. 

Interest  has  been  aroused  in  our 
Auxiliary  in  various  cities  where  the 
S.  U.  is  strong  and  we  hope  within  a 
few  months  to  €uld  a  number  of  lodges 
to  our  Order,  which  is  now  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition.  But  our  Order  is 
young  and  we  need  recruits  ad 
well  as  to  have  the  old  members  re- 
main with  us.  We  do  not  claim  to  be 
in  a  position  to  pay  an  insurance,  but 
we  do  pay  a  nice  benefit  of  $260,  which 
is  a  great  help.  Some  of  our  members 
seem  to  feel  badly  because  we  don't 
issue  certificates,  but  as  stated  above, 
we  are  working  as  a  benevolent  order, 
and  have  more  objects  in  view  than 
paying  a  benefit.  The  sisters  need 
have  no  fear  but  what  this  benefit  will 
be  paid  if  they  only  comply  with  the 
Laws  of  our  Order,  that  is  all  we  ask 
of  them  and  we  will  do  the  rest. 

I  do  wish  that  our  members  would 
r^nember  the  Qolden  Rule  and  bury 
the  hatchet  that  many  carry  at  all 
times,  concealed  It  is  true,  but  usually 
ready  for  use.  We  are  all  prone  to 
make  mistakes  but  should  be  ready  to 
excuse  the  shortcomings  of  one  another 
and  help  in  every  way  we  can  instead 
of  knock.  Life  is  short  at  the  best, 
and  what  seem  mountains  to  us  at 
times,  on  earnest  consideration,  prove 
to  be  mole  hills.    Think  it  over,  sisters. 

Tbssib. 


Toledo,  Ohio. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Jottbnal: 

No,  "Hee  Hiaw"  is  not  asleep.  She, 
like  the  other  members  of  the  auxil- 
iary, is  busy.  Like  the  boy  with  fish- 
ing rod  and  hook,  loves  to  steal  from 
school,  so  I  find  it  hard  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  write  you  Just  a  line. 

I  want  you  all  to  know  whait  a  splen- 
did time  we  had  on  the  eve  of  our  an- 
niversary, Feb.  28th.  This  time  was 
also  set  apart  for  the  regular  business 
of  the  day  men's  meeting,  and  in  the 
midst  of  much  business  we  rapped  at 
the  door  and  asked  admittance.  They 
immediately  closed  their  session,  call- 
ing a  special  meeting  for  the  following 
Saturday  to  finish  business,  and  fiung 
wide  the  doors  to  let  a  little  "sunshine" 
in. 


Many  of  the  men  were  in  soft  shirts, 
and,  somewhat  embarrassed,  tried  to 
get  away,  but,  like  sentries,  we  stood 
guard  at  the  door,  allowing  no  one  to 
pass  until  they  had  partaken  of  some 
of  the  good  things  we  had  planned  for 
their  benefit. 

As  we  never  do  things  by  halves,  we 
brought  our  pianist  with  us  and 
tripped  the  light  fantastic  for  several 
hours.  In  keeping  with  leap  year,  we 
Invited  the  men  to  dance,  and  how 
they  did  enjoy  it,  fairly  taking  them 
off  their  feet,  as  it  were.  One  switch- 
man was  heard  to  say,  "This  is  worse 
than  watching  cars  on  a  hot  summer's 
day."  We  concluded  the  evening  with 
delicious  refreshmenta 

Not  until  we  informed  the  men  it 
would  soon  be  time  for  them  to  take 
their  dinner  pail  and  start  for  work, 
did  we  persuade  them  to  go  home. 

We  are  not  making  strenuous  strides 
in  receiving  new  members,  but  Hbere 
is  a  slow  and  steady  increase,  one  or 
two  being  taken  in  at  each  meeting. 

Sister  Katie  Frederick  speaks  of  the 
regular  men  giving  the  extra  men  a 
"show."  Our  regular  men  would  only 
be  too  glad  to  lay  off  and  give  the  ex- 
tra men  a  chance,  but  here  in  Toledo 
yards  the  extra  men  have  been  laid  off 
so  that  the  regular  men  can't  lay  off. 

As  women  are  ever  a  source  of  help 
and  strength  to  man,  so  we  as  an  aux- 
iliary can  stand  by  and  uphold  the 
union  during  these  depressing  times, 
for  we  are  not  banded  together  for 
pleasure  only,  but  to  do  all  the  good 
we  can  in  all  the  ways  we  can  today 
for  our  "boys." 

I  am  glad  to  say  Brother  and  Sister 
Sisseler  are  on  the  gain  after  such  a 
long  siege  of  scarlet  fever.  I  hope  the 
quarantine  will  soon  be  raised,  so  the 
members  can  call  on  them. 

Brother  and  Sister  Griflln  will  soon 
leave  for  the  south,  where  Bro.  Griflln 
has  accepted  a  position  as  captain  of 
a  ball  team  in  the  Southern  League. 
Our  good  wishes  go  with  them. 

What's  the  matter  with  the  Cleve- 
land ladies?  Naughton  Lodge  must  be 
asleep.  We  would  like  to  read  a  line 
from  them  in  the  Pink  Book. 

Well,  well,  a  woman's  failing — ^never 
knows  when  to  stop. 

"Hee  Haw," 

Sunshine  Lodge  No.  19. 
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South  Chicago,  lll« 

Calumet  Lodge  of  South  Chicago  la 
still  following  the  grand  principles  of 
the  order  and  enlarging  Its  member- 
ship  at  almost  every  meeting. 

Mistress  McAlheny  has  been  on  the 
sick  list,  but  has  recovered  and  was 
able  to  take  the  chair  at  our  last  meet 
ing. 

There  was  no  sickness  reported  at 
our  last  meeting,  but  the  members 
were  called  again  to  sympathize  with 
Sisters  Agnes  Crowley  and  Mary  Lau- 
bach  In  the  loss  of  their  mother. 

To  show  how  keen  the  members  are 
on  the  scent  for  new  members,  I  have 
but  to  mention  that  we  have  just 
Initiated  Nellie  Reldy,  a  bride  of  a  few 
months.  Right  here  I  think  It  a  good 
time  to  speak  of  a  matter  that  has 
been  discussed  at  the  last  few  meetings. 
Tne  matter  refers  to  the  work  of  our 
Grand  Treasurer  Sister  Jackson.  For 
quite  a  few  months  our  treasurer,  Sis- 
ter Olson,  has  been  reporting  that  she 
got  no  receipts  for  the  dues  she  sent 
In  and  no  answer  to  her  request  for 
supplies.  Now  this  Is  a  serious  mat- 
ter, as  she  had  no  way  of  knowing  that 
the  money  she  sent  was  received  and 
the  lodge  had  no  supplies,  even  our  ap- 
plication blanks  being  exhausted.  Then 
we  found  out  that  Sister  Jackson  had 
been  very  much  on  the  sick  list  and,  of 
course,  was  unable  to  attend  to  her  du- 
ties. Wouldn't  It  be  wise  at  the  next 
convention  to  provide  for  just  such  an 
emergency,  for  instance^  appoint  some 
sister  In  Sister  Jackson's  home  city  to 
substitute  at  such  a  time  and  they 
could  settle  the  remuneration  between 
them.  We  are  all  glad  Sister  Jackson 
has  recovered  and  we  received  a  letter 
from  her  explaining  the  delay  in  send- 
ing supplies  and  receipts.  But  If  she 
had  a  regularly  appointed  substitute  it 
would  make  our  treasurer's  work 
easier  and  certainly  ease  her  mind 
when  she  is  ill  and  unable  to  attend  to 
the  duties  of  her  office. 

In  the  February  Joubnal  we  had  a 
letter  from  our  Grand  Mistress.  As  a 
literary  article  it  was  a  masterpiece 
and  the  sisters  of  the  lodges  can  well 
be  proud  of  a  mistress  capable  of  com- 
posing such  an  article. 

The  letter  was  so  well  thought  of 
that  although  each  member  had  read 
it,  it  was  read  at  one  of  our  meetings. 
However,  the  suggestions  in  the  letter 
did  not  fit  Calumet  Lodge.     Calumet 


Lodge  rarely  spends  Its  time  in  card 
playing  and  dancing,  only  when  it 
holds  such  functions  to  replenish  its 
treasury  for  the  benefit  of  needy  sis- 
ters. 

But  Mistress  Stang  writes  that,  judg- 
ing from  the  letters  printed  in  the 
JouBiTAL,  the  difterent  lodges  have 
taken  up  their  time  with  social  func- 
tions. The  word  seems  fits  the  case 
exactly,  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  most 
of  the  lodges  of  the  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  have  not  made  pleasure  the 
primary  object  of  their  meetings.  If 
no  one  but  the  sisters  read  the  Joxtb- 
NAL  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  com- 
ment on  the  letter,  but  there  are  so 
many  switchmen  and  switchmen's 
wives  who  read  it  that  the  lodge 
tnought  a  mention  of  it  should  be 
made.  The  sisters  know  all  the  good 
we  accomplish,  but  others  do  not  The 
good  work  that  is  done  is  not  written 
up,  so  that  is  why  we  read  so  much  of 
the  merely  social  meetings.  Again  it 
is  too  bad  that  we  are  not  rich  enough 
to  be  able  to  have  our  officers  travel 
and  meet  the  sisters  because  so  much 
more  good  could  be  accomplished.  Ton 
know  sometimes  articles  written  ap- 
pear entirely  different  from  the  real 
meaning.  We  have  a  promise  of  a  visit 
from  our  Grand  Mistress  in  the  spring, 
so  that  is  one  comfort: 

As  for  our  mental  development  I  am 
afraid  the  only  way  we  can  advance 
just  now  is  to  get  our  sisters  to  get  up 
and  talk,  and  as  the  sisters  are  rapidly 
falling  in  line,  they  are  progressing 
that  much.  There  are  bright .  intelli- 
gent women  who  find  it  hard  to  get  up 
and  egress  themselves  at  a  meeting, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  time  overcomes. 
Our  exchange  of  ideas  constitutes  one 
phase  in  our  development.  The  sisters 
wish  Mistress  Stang  to  know  that  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  they  will  take 
up  the  slogan  she  suggests  for  the  new 
year,  viz.,  more  new  lodges  and  more 
members,  so  that  at  our  next  conven- 
tion we  may  bring  our  order  to  what  it 
should  be. 

Before  concluding  I  think  it  well  to 
mention  the  fact  that  Bro.  Beaner  is  in 
politics,  and  we  shall  watch  with  in- 
terest to  see  how  many  of  the  brothers 
in  the  vicinity  will  rally  to  his  side. 
Everybody  who  knows  Bro.  Beaner 
knows  him  to  be  a  true,  upright  citizen 
and  one  who,  if  elected  to  our  city's 
council,  will  zealously  guard  the  peo- 
ples' interest  Jennib  Sine. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

The  following  resolutions  of  respect 
were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  Evening 
Star  Lodge  No.  209.  S.  U.  of  N.  A.» 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  held  at  Boyer's  Hall, 
Sunday  evening,  Feb.  9,  1908: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  the  Lord 
in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy,  to 
take  from  our  midst  our  esteemed 
brother,  Frank  Krows,  thus  depriving 
his  family  of  a  devoted  and  loving 
husband  and  father,  and  this  lodge  of 
an  earnest,  active  and  valued  member; 
and 

Whereas,  The  members  of  this  lodge 
sincerely  mourn  the  loss  of  our  highly- 
esteemed  brother,  and  wishing  to  con- 
dole with  his  family  in  this  their  hour 
of  affliction;    be  it  hereby 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
wife  and  children  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sympathy,  commending  them 
to  the  consolation  of  the  all-wise  and 
merciful  Providence;   and,  be  it  also 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  mark  of 
respect  toward  our  departed  brother, 
that  we  drape  our  charter  in  mourn- 
ing for  a  period  of  thirty  days,  and  the 
members  of  this  lodge  attend  his 
funeral  in  a  body.    Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  meet- 
ing, that  a  copy  be  presented  to  the 
family  of  our  departed  brother,  and  a 
copy  be  transmitted  to  our  Journal 
for  publication. 

John  F.  Neuman, 
John  P.  Moran, 
Jaboes  E.  Collins, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Jackson 
Park  Lodge  No.  79,  Chicago,  111., 
held  on  March  8,  1908,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  call 
from  our  midst  our  dearly  beloved 
brother,  William  Sargeant,  who  died 
March  6th  of  pneumonia;    and. 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Ser- 
geant this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  and 
highly  respected  member,  and  his 
family  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and 
father;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved family  of  said  brother  our  sin- 
cere sympathy  in  this  dark  hour  of 
bereavement;    and,  be  it  further 


Resolved,  That  we  drape  our  charter 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting;  also  a  copy  be  sent  to  the 
family,  and  one  to  the  official  <  organ 
of  this  union  for  publication. 

E.  J.  Deanb, 

F.  Lemen, 

E.  G.  WH/SON, 

Committee, 


Green  Bay,  Wis.,  Feb.  24,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed at  a  regular  meeting  of  Enterprise 
Lodge  No.  88.  Feb.  19th,  1908: 

Whereas,  The  Great  Ruler  of  the 
Universe  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has 
seen  fit  to  remove  from  our  midst  our 
worthy  Bro.  Sivert  Hedberg,  who  met 
his  death  in  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties; therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
Enterprise  Lodge  No.  88,  bow  in  hum- 
ble submission  to  Him  that  doeth  all 
things  well.  In  Bro.  Hedberg's  death 
this  lodge  and  union  has  lost  a  worthy 
brother  and  we  deeply  S3anpathize  with 
the  breaved  family  and  relatives,  and 
as  «  token  of  respect  and  sorrow,  our 
charter  be  draped  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  his  bereaved  family, 
a  copy  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  our 
Journal  for  publication. 

W.  C.  Snow, 
W.  H.  Tierney, 
RoRT.    Parrott, 
Committee. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  St  Louis 
Lodge  No.  37,  held  March  1st,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  Judgment  to  take  from  our 
midst  Brother  Claude  Poston,  who 
died  Feb.  20th,  of  pneumonia;   and 

Whereas,  We  sincerely  mourn  the 
loss  of  one  whom  we  had  only  known 
for  a  short  lime,  but  in  that  time  found 
him  to  be  upright,  honest  and  a  true 
switchman.  We  humbly  submit  to  the 
Divine  Ruler  who  called  his  spirit  to 
the  life  beyond  the  grave.    And 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Poston 
this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  brother 
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and  a  true  member,  and  his  wife  and 
child,  sisters  and  brothers,  a  true  and 
loving  husband,  father  and  brother, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  memory  of  our 
departed  brother  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  30  days; 
that  we  extend  9ur  heartfelt  sympathy 
to  his  wife  and  child,  sisters  and  broth- 
ers, and  the  many  sorrowing  friends 
that  followed  his  remains  to  his  last 
resting  place,  the  plax;e  of  his  child- 
hood.   Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  his  family,  one 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting 
and  a  copy  also  sent  to  the  Joubnal 
for  publication. 

H.  A.  Babtley, 
P.  J.  Flynn, 
Gbaitf  Hammond, 

Committee, 


Tacoma,  Wash.,  March  19. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Puget  Sound 
Lodge  No.  135,  held  March  6th,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  our  midst  Bro.  J. 
G.  Rogers,  who  died  at  Ellensburg, 
Jan.  19th;   and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Rogers 
Lodge  No.  135  has  lost  a  worthy  mem- 
ber, and  his  family  a  loved  one. 
Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved family  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  this  their  sad  bereavement;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  in  respect  for  our  de- 
parted brother  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  30  days;  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  be- 
reaved family,  and  a  copy  spread  on 
the  minutes  and  one  sent  to  the  Joxjb- 
NAL  for  publication. 

F.   C.   ElCHMAN, 

Chas.   H.   Tute, 
Geo.  H.  Hebbebt, 

Committee, 


Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  March  1. 
Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  an  all-wise 
Supreme  Being  to  remove  from  our 
midst  our  esteemed  and  well-beloved 
brother  and  father,  Martin  F.  O'Dwyer, 
who  met  an  untimely  death  while  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  switchman 


on  the  Brie  Railroad,  Feb.  29,  1908; 
and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  Brother 
OTDwyer,  E.  T.  English  Lodge  No.  218 
has  lost  a  loyal  and  dutiful  brother, 
and  his  wife  and  family  a  fond,  loving 
and  true  husband  and  father;  and 

Whebeas,  The  sudden  removal  of 
this  bright  young  life  from  his  home 
leaves  a  vacant  place  and  sad  remem- 
brance to  his  wife,  family  and  rela- 
tives;   therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  members  of 
B..  T.  English  Lodge  No.  218  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  extend  to  the  bereaved  wife, 
mother  and  children  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy, in  this,  their  hour  of  affliction. 
Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  mother,  a  copy 
of  same  be  spread  on  our  minutes,  a 
copy  be  sent  to  our  Journal  for  publi- 
cation, and  our  charter  be  draped  for 
a  period  of  30  days. 

W.  H.  Whitmobe, 
J.  F.  Welsh, 
J.  M.  Boss, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Abe  Lincoln 
Lodge  No.  54,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  to  call  from  us  our  friend 
and  brother  Hardy  T.  Logan,  while  in 
the  faithful  performance  of  duty;    and 

Whebeas,  The  loss  of  such  a  life 
from  our  midst  leaves  a  vacancy  that 
will  be  deeply  realized  by  all  members 
of  this  union.    Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  to  the  afflicted  family 
in  their  bereavement,  and  that  they 
may  bear  their  burden  with  the  com- 
forting thought  that  the  all-wise  Crea- 
tor does  all  things  for  the  best;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  the  family  and  one  to 
the  JouBNAL  for  publication,  and  a  copy 
be  spread  on  our  records;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother,  our 
charter  be  draped  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days.  James  M.  Dewey, 

Geo.  Cbowl, 

JNO.  J.  RUESSING, 

Committee, 
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Resolutions  adopted  by  Sunflower 
Lodge  No.  8,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

We  bow  our  beads  In  bumble  sub- 
mission to  the  great  Ruler  of  tbe  uni- 
verse. We  announce  tbe  death  of  Mrs. 
Parker  Gorbin,  beloved  mother  of  Sis- 
ter Mary  Bonner,  with  saddened 
hearts.  We  mourn  with  her  in  this 
great  loss.    Therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  We  extend  to  the  bereaved 
one  our  deep  sympathy;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  our  lodge, 
and  a  copy  sent  to  our  sister,  and  one 

to  the  JOUBNAL. 

Mbs.  Maby  Fbost, 
Mbs.  Etta  Day, 
Mbs.  Emma  Lewis, 
Committee. 


Card  of  Thanks. 

Saybe,  Pa.,  March  17. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Kindly  allow  us  space  in  the  Joub- 
nal to  thank  the  Grand  Lodge  officers 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  claim  due 
us  by  the  death  of  our  beloved  son 
and  brother,  Julius  H.  Vaughn;  also 
the  officers  and  members  of  Valley 
Lodge  No.  172,  for  the  kindness  shown 
us  in  our  sad  bereavement,  and  the 
beautiful  floral  offering  which  in  itself 
told  of  the  love  and  esteem  in  which 
they  held  the  departed  brother. 

My  earnest  prayer  will  ever  be,  May 
God  protect  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  and  may  God 
be  with  you. 

Mbs.  Maby  R.  Vaughn 
and  family. 


Susquehanna,  Pa.,  March  16. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  most  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  No.  141, 
Susquehanna,  Pa.,  for  kindness  shown 
me  during  the  very  sad  death  of  my 
beloved  son,  John  J.  Sullivan,  who,  on 
Dec.  26,  1907,  was  shot  and  instantly 
killed  by  an  Italian  strikebreaker.  I 
will  never  forget  the  kindness  shown 
me  by  his  brother-switchmen  of  Lodge 
141  in  the  darkest  hours  of  my  trouble. 
There  were  but  five  months  between 
my  husband's  death  and  the  untimely 


death  of  my  beloved  son.  As  I  was 
left  all  alone,  the  members  of  his 
lodge  did  everything  to  assist  me.  I 
also  wish  to  thank  the  lodge  for  the 
beautiful  floral  tribute,  also  for  the 
prompt  pasrment  of  the  claim  of  my 
late  8on.  May  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  ever 
prosper,  is  the  heartfelt  wish  of 

Mbs.  BCaboabet  Sullivan. 


CJoLUBfBus,    O.,  March  20. 
To  the  President  and  Brothers  of  Cap- 
itol City  Lodge  No,  21: 

Mere  words  fall  me  to  express  to  you 
my  sincere  gratitude  for  your  many 
kindnesses  to  me  during  my  recent 
affliction.  I  never  appreciated  before 
the  truthfulness  of  that  old  saying,  "A 
friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed,"  as 
I  do  now.  Your  sympathy  and  kind- 
ness heTped  me  to  bear  up  in  my  afflic- 
tion, and  contributed  much  to  my  re- 
covery. 

I  am  glad  though  I  have  lost  my  left 
arm,  that  my  life  has  been  spared,  and 
that  I  can  remain  with  you  here. 

Words  would  fail  me  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  your  many  kind  deeds, 
so  I  send  you  this  note  of  hearty  ap- 
preciation. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  broth- 
erly kindness,  I  remain. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Baldy  Mn.ES. 


South  Chicago,  March  30,  1908. 
M.  R.  Welch,  G.  8,  and  T.: 

Deab  Sib  and  Bbo. — Enclosed  please 
And  receipt  for  $1,200  delivered  to  Bro. 
Powell  on  above  date,  who  desires  me 
to  return  the  many  thanks  and  bless- 
ings of  himself  and  wife  to  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.    With  best  wishes  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
Jno.  Powell  (peb)  T.  H.  Stone. 
Treasuver  No.  11. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  14,  *08. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  tne  members  of  Twin  City  Lodge  No. 
4  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  for  their 
kindness  to  myself  in  my  sad  bereave- 
ment, the  loss  of  my  dearly-beloved 
mother,  and  also  for  the  lovely  floral 
offerings. 
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I  also  wish  to  thank  Sister  Maeby 
for  her  kindness  and  sympathy  shown 
to  me  in  my  hour  of  trouble  in  the 
sickness  and  death  of  my  dear  mother, 
as  a  friend  in  need,  is  a  friend  in- 
deed. I  wish  also  to  thank  Sister 
Murphy  for  her  kindness  to  me. 

Wishing  Twin  City  Lodge  No.  4  the 
best  of  success,  I  am. 

Very  sincerely, 

Mbs.  Ltdia  Seidleb. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  March  30,  1908. 
BorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  thanks  to  officers  and  members 
of  S.  U.  Lodge  No.  54  and  many  rail- 
road comrades  for  the  kindness  and 
sympathy  shown  us  in  the  death  of  our 
beloved  son  Harry,  whose  bright  life 
was  taken  so  suddenly  while  at  duty. 
Our  sincere  hope  is,  may  the  S.  U.  and 
all  railroad  comrades  work  together  to 
bring  pleasure  here  together  and  com- 
fort those  who  are  unfortunate. 
Sincerely, 
Mb.  Ain>  Mbs.  T.  M.  Logan. 


Blue  Island,  111.,  March  5,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Through  the  Joubnal  I  wish  to  ex- 
tend my  sincere  thanks  and  gratitude 
to  the  officers  and  members  of  Lodge 
No.  29  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  my  husband's  policy  and 
the  many  kind  and  S3anpathetic  acts 
extended  me  during  my  late  troubles. 
Words  fail  me  at  this  time  to  record 
my  appreciation  of  your  noble  order, 
but  my  prayer  will  be  that  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  will  always  prosper. 
Sincerely, 

Mbs.  Lillie  Kipple. 


Resolution. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed by  a  conference  of  representatives 
of  the  various  Brotherhoods  on  the 
Louisville  ft  Nashville  Railway  and 
lines  operated  by  the  Southern  Rail- 
way system: 

Cincinnati,  O.,  March  1,  1908. 
Whebeas,  The  Louisville  ft  Nash- 
ville Railway  and  the  lines  operated  by 
the  Southern  Railway  system  have 
served  notice  upon  their  employes  of  a 
ten  per  cent,  reduction  in  wages  with- 
out any  apparent  cause,  that  will  cause 


hardship  and  suffering  to  the  employes 
who  merely  exist  now  upon  the  wages 
they  are  receiving;  and 

Whebeas,  This  action  on  the  part  of 
the  railroads  above  mentioned  will  be 
resented  by  all  true  trade  unionists 
and  is  apt  to  precipitate  a  strike  that 
would  be  a  great  menace  to  the  public, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  various  crafts  employed  by 
the  railroads  centering  at  Cincinnati, 
O.,  and  Covington,  Ky.,  and  Ludlow» 
Ky.,  in  session  assembled,  do  most 
heartily  endorse  the  action  of  the  presi- 
dent of  these  United  States  for  his  fore- 
thought and  wisdom  in  asking  the 
chairman  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  and  the  Commission  of  La- 
bor, to  make  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  cause  for  said  reduction;  be  it 
further 

icesolved.  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  a  copy  be  sent  to  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  copies  sent  to  the  Journals 
of  our  organizations  for  publication. 

E.  J.  BuBKE,  B.  of  L.  E, 

J.  E.  Mitchell,  B.  of  L.  T.  d  E. 

Fbank  a.  Beldino,  J.  A.  M. 

John  H.  Gbiffin,  B.  JR.  0.  of  A. 

Jebby  Maheb,  O.  jR.  O. 

A.  L.  Gantz,  fif.  U.  of  N,  A, 


Found. 

Receipts,  traveling  card  and  pocket- 
book  belonging  to  Bro.  J.  P.  Murphy 
of  Hard  Struggle  Lodge  No.  41, 
Lorain,  O.  Same  can  be  had  by  com- 
municating with  Bro.  Frank  R.  Brown, 
116  Ingram  avenue,  Hammond,  Ind. 


Stolen. 

On  the  night  of  March  19th,  Bro. 
W.  T.  Armstrong  of  Flour  City  Lodge 
No.  7,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  had  his 
overcoat  stolen,  in  the  pocket  of  which 
were  his  receipts  in  this  union  for 
December,  1907.  and  January  and 
February  of  this  year.  Brothers  are 
asked  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  anyone 
presenting  these  receipts,  asking  for 
favors,  and  report  to  W.  T.  Armstrong, 
4517  Thirtieth  avenue,  south.  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 
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Remittance  Roll  of  Honor  for 
the  Month  of  March  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
March,  per  section  7  of  the  constitu- 
tion: 

March  1st— Lodges  5,  13,  22,  33,  34, 
38,  63,  73,  77,  102,  113,  151,  155,  177, 

188,  191,  203,  220. 

March  3d— Lodges  27,  32,  41,  50,  52, 
55,  57,  70,  74,  78,  96,  98,  110,  112,  115, 

116,  123,  129,  142.   146,   166.   173,   179, 
181.  193. 

March  4th— Lodges  3,  20,  23,  29,  30, 
37,  39,  40,  42.  45.  5G.  CI.  68,  82,  85. 
89,  92,  93,  122,  144,  152,  154,  172,  176, 
194.  200,  214,  218,  224,  225,  226. 

March  5th— Lodges  6,  10,  26,  36,  54, 
80,  91.  97.  99,  104,  106,  107.  108,  114. 

117.  127,  133,  134,  141,  147,  174,  175, 

189,  201,  208,  209,  229. 

March  6th— Lodges  1,  2,  7,  12,  46,  49, 
64,  69,  81,  94,  120,  124,  126.  138,  160, 
183    199    222. 

March  7th— Lodges  8,  9,  11,  24,  25, 
28,  31,  35,  43,  71,  84,  88,  90,  95,  109. 
119    182    221. 

March  9th— Lodges  4.  14.  15.  16.  17, 
18,  19,  21,  48,  53,  58,  59,  65,  66.  67,  72, 


76,  79,  83,  100,  101,  103,  105,  111,  118, 
135,  137,  143,  169,  178,  180,  190,  192, 
197,  198,  206,  216. 

March  10th— Lodges  44,  51,  60,  86, 
87,  125,  149,  204,  230. 

March  12th— Lodge  184  with  fine  of 
$1.80  for  being  late  for  March. 

March  16th— Lodge  162  with  fine  of 
60c  for  being  late  for  March. 

March  20th — Lodge  210  with  fine  of 
$5.00  for  February;  lodge  reinstated 
by  Third  Vice-President  Harshbarger. 

Lodge  62  not  included  in  this  roll  of 
honor,  as  their  report  for  March  came 
in  $33.50  short. 

Lodge  158  not  included  in  the  roll  of 
honor  as  their  treasurer  remitted  by 
personal  cheque  contrary  to  section  216 
of  the  constitution. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their 
lodges  are  on  the  honor  roll  every 
month  hereafter. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  shall  be 
imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  reports 
are  not  received  in  the  Grand  Lodge  by 
the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  and  here- 
after the  numbers  of  all  lodges  whose 
reports  arrive  after  the  tenth  day  of 
the  month  will  aso  be  given  in  this  re- 
port. 


Any  member  who  changes  his  street  address  or  who  is  intending  to  move 
from  one  town  to  another  and  wishes  to  receive  his  Journal  promptly  and 
without  fail  is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  form  and  send  same  to  the 
Bditor  at  once: 

VmwM   Lodge  No 

Btreet Town atate 

Ea9  moved  to Street 

Town    Btate 


GALLON 


V    FOE 

READY  MIXED  PAINT 

Mave  you  heard  of  our  latest  and 
crcatest  offers  in  Ready  Mixed 
House.  Bara  and  other  Paints?* 

Comparatively  speaking,  we  have 
reduced  the  coBt  of  nulutlng  to  next  to  nothing,  aitd 
made  It  so  easy  that  a  boy  can  do  the  work. 
It  yen  don't  know  all  about  our  prcat  paint  otti^r, 
then  look  in  one  of  our  Big  Catalogues  for  tlie  Paint 
Department.  If  yo\i  haven't  the  Big  Book,  borrow 
your  nelKhbor*8.  othnrwtsc,  on  a  postal  card  addressed 
to  via  slmplv  eay.  "M;ill  me  your  great  free  PAINT 
OFFERS  AND  FREE  PAINT  ftOOKS/*     Address, 

SEARS,  ROEBUCK  &  CO.,  CHICAQO,  ILL. 


Ton  Daya^  Free  THal 

allowed  on  every  bicycle  we  selL 
We  9Mif  Off  Mttpmowml  and  trial 

to  anyone  In  U.  S.  and  pr^^  tJU  frtighi. 
If  you  are  not  Mtisfied  with  bicycle  after 
using  It  ten  days  don't  p^  a  cent. 

FmoiofyPfkHfS^I?: 

pair  of  dres  from  at^yotu  at  atyf  price  until 
you  recelTe  our  latest  Art  Catalocs  of  M^h 
grade  bicycles  and  sundries  and  lean  our  nn- 
heard  of  prices  and  marvelcut  new  offers. 
H  Only  Oomlm  a  cent  to  write  a  postal 
and   everything   will   be   sent   you    FIIBB 
.    ^  by  return  mall.    You  will  get  much  Taluable 
^  tnfbrmatloo.  Do  Not  Walt;  write  It  Now! 
^*     Tirao,  CoMtor  Brakoo,  single  wheels, 
parts,  rci«lrs  and  sundries  St  half  usual  prices. 

MEAD  eYeUB  eo..  D«pt.  C-4S  ChlMfB 
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statement  of  Claime  paid  during  the  month  of  KMRCH,  1908. 


No. 

MAIOB. 

1 

Id 

\ — . , 

PATDTO. 

RBBIDENCB. 

< 

856 

0.  p.  HalveTBon 

135 

Death 

R.  H.  Jackson,  sister 

Tku>oma,  Wash. 

%   600 

865 

B.  M.  Eimberlj 

135 

Death 

Geo.  E.  Maltby 

New  York,  N.Y. 

600 

866 

M.  J.  Cowan 

136 

Death 

Jeanet,  wife 

Tacoma,  Wash. 

1,200 

936 

Jas.  J.  Freeman 

221 

Death 

Bridget,  mother 

Bnflfalo,  N.  Y. 

1,200 

937 

Frank  Fairbaolt 

27 

Death 

Mrs.  M..  wife 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

600 

938 

Ernest  H.  Dnohen 

220 

Dis. 

Self 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

300 

939 

John  Powell 

17 

Dis. 

Self 

Chicago,  m. 

1,200 

940 

John  B.  Johnson 

26 

Death 

Mrs.  J.  B..  wife 

Cincinnati.  O. 

600 

941 

D.  £  Selves 

206 

Death 

Mary  J.,  wife 

Minneapolis,  M. 

1,200 

942 

Wm.  Rice 

80 

Death 

Ellen,  mother 

Hillsboro,  Wis. 

1,200 

943 

Jas.  H.  O'Riordan 

110 

Death 

Margaret,  wife 

Saginaw,  Mich. 

600 

944 

John  Irwin 

5 

Death 

Mand,  wife 

Omaha,  Neb. 

1,200 

945 

Fred.  Thieman 

11 

Death 

Minnie,  Mother 

CoUinwood,  O 

1,200 

947 

Matt.  Manning 

197 

Death 

Oarrie,  daughter 

San  Francisco,  0. 

600 

948 

Arthur  L.  Norway 

31 

Death 

Raymond,  brother 

Hastings,  Minn. 

300 

949 

F.  B.  Donaldson 

169 

Death 

F.  W.  Ss  Isabell,  parents 

Youngstown,  O. 

1,200 

950 

108 

Dis. 

Self 

Homell,  N.  Y. 

1,200 

951 

Wm.  J.  Bnckley 

129 

Death 

A.  Bnckley,  Gnard 

Soranton,  Pa. 

1,200 

953 

Frank  B.  Fitzpatrlck 

107 

Death 

Jno.  H.,  Father 

Superior.  Wis. 

1,200 

953 

I.  W.  Olark 

94 

DeathiLiUianL,  wife 

Kansas,  ni. 

1,200 

954 

Thos.  W.  Ck)llins 

134 

Dis.    'Self 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1,200 

$19,800 

Preyiously  reported 1882,480 

Paid  sinoe  last  report 19,800 

Refund  insurance 12 


Totsl $902,292 


Moknomledgment  of  Claime  Paid  in  February. 


Mary  Moriarity,  Moriarity,  N.M .  .$1,200 

Kate  Oree,  Passiac,  N.  J 600 

Lillie  Seabert,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Mary  Bombaok,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Katherine  Bohasky,  Chicago,  III.  1,200 

Mary  R.  Vaughn,  Sayre,  Pa 1,200 

Sarah  Chase,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 600 

Johanna  Scanlon,  Kan.  City,  Mo.  1,200 
Helen  Williams,  Cleveland,  O. . . .  1,200 
Barbara  Keenan,  Dubuque,  la 600 


Nora  Delno,  Ft.  Worth,  Tex 
Carrie  Kolning,  Minneapolis,  M. . 
Lillian  Kepple,  Blue  Island,  111. . . 

Bridget  Drew.  Chicago.  Ill 

Mar^uret  Murphy,  Gt.  Falls,  Mt.. 
Emma  Shure,  Michigan  City,  Ind 
Birs.  W.  Kruse,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Mary  B.  Higgins.  Sandusky,  O . . . 
Marg't  Sullivan,  Susquehanna,  Fa. 
Mary  Fay,  Joliet,  111 


$1,200 

600 

1,200 

1,200 

300 

1,200 

1,200 

600 

1,200 

1,200 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 

GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April  1, 1908. 
BROTHERS : 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessmenta  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Hecretaiy  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  every  month  (see  fctection  213).  Grand  dues 
are  fifty  cents  (50c)  per  month ;  members  holding  class  "  B  "  certificate,  assess- 
ment fc.OO;  class  "A"  certificate,  assessment  $1.00:  class  "C"  certificate, 
assessment  50c  (see  section  83).  A  lailure  on  your  part  to  comply  therewith  is 
aforfeltureof  meml)er8hipln  the  Union  without  hirther  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  is  to 
pay  beneficiary  claims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Grand  Ix>dge. 
Grand  dues  and  assessments  collected  flrom  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (3d)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182). 
YoursinB.,  H.&P., 

M.  R.  WELCH. 

Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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SWITCHMEN 


How  does  this  look  to  you 
after   using   that  old   heavy 

skeleton  bottom  lantern?  This 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  Is.  Grips  wood  handled  lamp 
for  switchmen.  Invented  by  an  old  switchman  of  twenty -Ave  years* 
experience.  It  weighs  sixteen  ounces.  The  price  of  this  lantern  Is 
Sl.aO.  or  for  I  Ac  extra,  makind  a  total  of  $1.63,  we  will  send  it 
express  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States.  We  have  no  objec- 
tions to  sending  it  C.  O.  D.  (if  the  order  seems  sincere)  but  It  will  be 
cheaper  for  you  to  send  the  money  in  advance.  We  do  not  send 
globes.  Your  company's  globe  is  guamnteed  to  fit.  This  lantern  Is 
made  for  a  small  or  No.  1  burner.  If  your  company  does  not  furnish 
this  size,  mention  same,  and  we  will  furnish  burner.  Write  for  full 
d^crlptton,  and  prices  to  agents.  We  wish  to  establish  agencies  for 
these  lanterns  in  every  city  In  the  United  States,  and  we  solicit  cor- 
respondence from  partis  wishing  to  become  our  agents.  These  lan- 
terns sell  at  sight.    Agencies  for  tnem  are  valuable. 

H.  J.  Brunner  Hardware  Co. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.         -        -         -        DISTRIBUTORS 
Or  T.  L.  MOORE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


'OUND  ^.^.^, 
AT 
LAST 


TKat 

Cure* 

BI^OOD 

POISON 


acquired  or  hereditary,  perfectly,  positively 
and  permanently,  no  matter  what  your 
condition  may  be,  even  if  the  bones  be 
rotten. 

RH«vin*tl«in  in  any  form  and  fh>m 
any  cause,  no  matter  how  long  standing  or 
how  badly  you  are  affected. 

CatarrH,  Malaria,  Jaondlo*  and 

all  other  diseases  of  the  blood.  00  page 
book  Tr99  Write  for  further  informa- 
tion :  this  costs  you  nothing.    Address 

THC  SALVAR  CO. 

St.  Louis,  U.  S.  A. 


THE  JOURNAL 

OF  THE   

SWITCHMEN'S 
UNION  go"S^H"f? 

50,000 

READERS 


ORIHITE 


■300^ 


AND  MARBLE  MONU- 
MENTS  AND   TOMB- 

STONES  direct  from  quarry  to  t 

tcTx,  earvod,  [xli-^liea  and  letttf^ 
fur  oiit-fourth  ihe  prices  asked  else- 
where. Write  us  a  postal  and  say. 
"Mall  me  your  new  Tombstone 
Catalogue/*  and  get  a  wonderful 
book  and  wonderful  prices  by  return  mail.  Address. 
SEARS,  ROEBUCK  &  CO.,  Chioaso. 


THE  McCONWAY  Sl  TORLEY  CO, 


PITTSBURGH.     PA. 


Pioneer  Mannfactnrera  of 


M.  G.  B.    COUPLERS 

JANNEY,  KELSO  and  PITT  FREIGHT  COUPLERS 

MALLEABLE  IRON  AND  STEEL  CASTINGS 


When  <uktre»H$tff  our  adv«rtii9r$  mention  this  Journal. 
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ON  CREDI 


LOFTIS 
SYSTEM^ 

For  Wedding  and  Commencement  Gifts 

spring:  time  ia  here,  the  season  when  all  the  world  \a  joyous  and  beautiful,  when  Fiamonda  and  Flowers 
hold  their  sway.  Then,  too,  it  will  soon  be  June,  tlie  month  of  weddinirs.  receptions  and  anniversaries.  Will 
there  be  a  June  brida  or  flrraduate  in  your  home  ?  If  not,  surely  there  will  be  in  the  home  of  some  loved  one 
or  friend  and  you  will  wish  to  remember  the  occasion  by  a  suitable  arift. 

Let  Us  Help  You  to  Select  an  Appropriate  Gift 

It  is  at  such  times  that  the  I.OFTIS  SYSTEM  is  a  welcome  convenience.  There  are  many  who  wish 
to  give  their  loved  ones  suitable  presents  but  it  is  not  always  convenient  for  thero  to  do  so.  It  is  our  pleas- 
ure to  oflfer  our  patrona  their  choice  of  our  large  and  complete  line  of  beautiful  and  artistic  wedding  and  an- 
niversary presents  at  terms  to  suit  their  convenience. 

Write  for  Our  New  I908  Illustrated  Catalogue 

The  finest  ever  issued;  1500  illustrations  of  Beautiful  Diamond  Rings.  Pins,  Brooches,  etc.  ranging  in 
prices  from  $25.00  to  $500.00;  High-grade  Elgin  and  Waltham  Watches.  Ladies'  and  Gents'  sizes,  from  $10.00 
to  $100.00.  and  all  other  kinds  of  Jewelry,  Silverware,  etc.  Select  any  article  you  wish  and  we  will  send  it 
on  approval.    If  entirely  satisfactory,  retain  It,  paying  one-fifth  cash,   and  the  balance  in  eight  equal 

monthly p«™«.ta.  DlaiTionds  88  BR  Investmont 

are  better  than  a  savingrs  bank  because  they  pay  four  times  the  rate  of  interest.  They  are  increasing  in  val- 
ue from  15  to  20%  each  year.    They  are  better  than  real  estate  because  you  can  reaU 


lOFTIS 


The  Old   Reliable.   Original  Diamond  and 
_  -         -  Watch  Credit  House.     Est.  1858 

■■BROSstCOs  Dept.  044. 92  state  St.,  ChlcagoJU.,  U.S.A. 


ize  their  full  value  at  any  time  at  the 
highest  market  price. 

Our  catalogue  is  free.    Write  for  it 
today. 


^^  bearch 

the  four  corners  of  the 
earth  and  you  will  not  find  as 
good  watches  for  Railway  Service 
as   S^lUnoifif  Watt^tfi.    First-class 
jewelers    everywhere  sell    and    fully 
guarantee  them.     Look  for  the  names 
and    numbers  of    the    Railway    Move- 
ments as  shown  in  the  corners.      Our 
new   Ladies'   Watch,  "O"  size,  is  a 
perfect  time-piece.  Send  two  dimes 
for    our    new     and    handsome 
pass  and  card  case.  Money 

back  if  not  satisfied.   ^^.  %? 

See  our  id  In  NoTcrober  ^^^^^  V^V, 
—         issue  ^s^|^> 


When  addressing  our  advertisers  mention  this  Journal, 
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$Z0to$35°"''^'"'*'"*'" 


WEEKLY. 


At  borne  or  traveling,  all  or  spare  time.    Easily  learned. 


NO  EXPERIENCE  REQUIRED. 


No  Fnke,  If  unibufl;  or  Toy 
Scheme.    CoHts  iiothlnfc  to     «^H^^^l^^^^^^^^B^^^^^aK=^^         ^  ^i^  ~^  j{ 

invest  ijjTUte.    Write  to-day*    ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^J^WnffBlfi  1 1 1,  _    /) 

I  Turned  Ou  t  ft.'tOl.d?  worth  of  platlny  in  two  weeks,  writes  M.  Ii.  Smith,  of  Pa.  (nsed  small 
outfit).  Rev- Geo.  P.  Crawford  writes,  made  17.00  first  day.  J.  J. S.  MiUs- a  farmer,  writes,  can  easily 
make  ?5.00  a  day  elating,  Thos.  Parker,  Bchool  Teacher,  21  years,  writes,  ^*I  made  $9.80  profit  one  day, 
$9.35  another."    Hundreds  of  others  mailing  money— go  ye  and  do  likewise. 

I  CT  lie  GTADT  V#\ll  in  the  Gold,  snvor.  Nickel  and  Tin  Platlngbusl- 
iab  I  U»_W  I  Mf%  I  I  ^^U  ness.  BS  to  S15  a  day  can  be  made  dolnz 
plating  and  selling  Prof.  Oray'i^  new  line  of  sruaranteed  Flatin^  Machines.  Unequalled 
for  plating  watches,  jewelry,  tableware,  bicycles,  ali  metal  goods.  Heavy  plate.  Warrantad-  No  experi- 
ence required-  We  do  plating  ourselves.  Have  years  of  experience.  Manufacture  the  only  practical 
outfits,  Including  all  tools,  lathes  and  materials.  AW  sizes  complete.  Keady  for  work  when  received. 
Guaranteed.  WE  TEACH  YOU  the  art,  furnish  recipes,  formula  and  trade  secrets  FREE,  TIIK  KO  VA£, 
Prof.  <•; ray 'H  new  imuierhiion  process.  Quick.  P^asy,  Latest  method.  Goods  dipped  in  melted 
metal,  taken  out  instantly  with  tine,  brilliant,  beautiful  plate,  ready  to  deliver.  Thick  plate  every  time. 
Guaranteed  6  to  10  years.  A  boy  plates  from  100  to  200  pieces  tableware  dally,  $10  to  $30  worth  of  goods.  Ne 
polishing,  grinding  or  electricity  necessary.  »*J-I>K]llAxi>  FOR  PLiATIlVO  IS  KI^'aJCMOrs. 
Every  family^  hotel  and  restaurant  have  goods  plated  instead  of  buying  new.  It's  cheaper  and  better. 
Every  store,  jeweler  shop,  factory  have  goods  needing  plating.  You  will  not  need  to  canvass.  Our  agents 
have  all  the  work  they  can  do.  People  bring  It.  You  can  hire  boys  cheap  to  do  your  plating,  the  same 
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LABOR'S  PROTEST  TO  CONGRESS. 


Washington,  D.  C,  March  19. 

We,  the  official  representatives  of 
the  national  and  international  trade 
and  labor  anions  and  organizations  or 
farmers,  in  national  conference  assem- 
•bled,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  and  taking 
action  deemed  necessary  to  meet  the 
situation  in  which  the  working  people 
of  our  country  are  placed  by  recent 
decisions  of  the  courts,  now  appear  be- 
fore Congress  to  voice  the  earnest  and 
emphatic  protest  of  the  workers  of  the 
country  against  the  indifference,  if  not 
actual  hostility,  which  Congress  has 
shown  toward  the  reasonable  and 
righteous  measures  proposed  by  the 
workers  for  the  safeguarding  of  their 
rights  and  interests. 

In  the  name  of  Laibor  we  now  urge 
upon  Congress  the  necessity  for  imme- 
diate action  for  relief  from  the  most 
grave  and  momentous  situation  which 
has  ever  confronted  the  working  people 
of  this  country.  This  crisis  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  application  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law 
to  the  workers  both  organized  and  in 
their  individual  capacity. 

Labor  and  the  people  generally  look 
askance  at  the  invasion  of  the  court 


upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  law- 
making and  executive  departments  of 
our  government. 

The  workers  feel  that  Congress  itself 
must  share  our  chagrin  and  sense  of 
injustice  when  the  courts  exhibit  an 
utter  disregard  for  the  real  intent  and 
purpose  of  laws  enacted  to  safeguard 
and  protect  the  workers  in  the  exercise 
of  their  normal  activities.  There  is 
something  ominous  in  the  ironic  man- 
ner in  which  the  courts  guarantee  to 
workers: 

The  "right"  to  be  maimed  and  killed 
without  liability  to  the  employer. 

The  "right"  to  be  discharged  for  be- 
longing to  a  union. 

The  "right"  to  work  as  many  hours 
as  employers  please  and  under  any  con- 
ditions which  they  may  impose. 

Labor  is  Justly  indignant  at  the  be- 
stowal or  guaranteeing  of  these  worth- 
less and  academic  "rights"  by  the 
courts,  which  in  the  same  breath  deny 
and  forbid  to  the  workers  the  prac- 
tical and  necessary  protection  of  laws 
which  define  and  safeguard  their 
rights  and  liberties,  and  the  exercise 
of  them  individually  or  in  association. 

The  most  recent  perversion  of  the  in- 
tent of  a  law  by  the  Judiciary  has  been 
the   Supreme   Court    decision    in    the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


426 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


hatters*  case,  iby  which  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  law  has  been  made  to  apply 
to  labor,  although  it  was  an  accepted 
fact  that  Congress  did  not  Intend  the 
law  to  so  apply  and  might  even  have 
specifically  exempted  labor  but  for  the 
fear  that  the  Supreme  Court  might 
construe  such  an  affirmative  provision 
to  be  unconstitutional. 

The  workers  earnestly  urge  Congress 
to  co-operate  with  them  in  the  upbuild- 
ing and  educating  of  a  public  senti- 
ment which  will  confine  the  Judiciary 
to  its  proper  function — which  is  cer- 
tainly not  that  of  placing  a  construc- 
tion upon  a  law  the  opposite  of  the 
plain  intent  of  Congress,  thus  render- 
ing worthless  even  the  very  moderate 
efforts  which  Congress  has  so  far  put 
forth  to  define  the  status  of  the  most 
important,  numerous  and  patriotic  of 
our  people,  the  wage-workers,  the  pro- 
ducers of  all  wealth. 

We  contend  that  equity  power  and 
Jurisdiction,  discretionary  government 
by  the  Judiciary  for  well-defined  pur- 
poses and  within  specific  limitations, 
granted  to  the  courts  by  the  constitu- 
tion, has  been  so  extended  that  it  is 
invading  the  field  of  government  by 
law  and  endangering  individual  liberty. 

As  government  by  equity,  personal 
government,  advances,  republican  gov- 
ernment, government  by  law,  recedes. 

We  favor  enactment  of  laws  which 
shall  restrict  the  Jurisdiction  of  courts 
of  equity  to  property  and  property 
rights,  that  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly shall  there  be  held  to  be  any 
property  or  property  rights  in  the  labor 
or  labor  power  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons. 

The  feeling  of  restless  apprehension 
with  which  the  workers  view  the 
apathy  of  Congress,  is  accentuated  by 
recent  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

By  the  wrongful  application  of  the 
injunction  by  the  lower  courts  the 
workers  have  been  forbidden  the  right 
of  free  press  and  free  speech  and  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  hatters'  case, 
while  not  directly  prohibiting  the  ex- 
ercise of  these  rights,  yet  so  applies 
the  Sherman  law  to  labor  that  acts  in- 
volving the  use  of  free  press  and  free 
speech,  and  hitherto  assumed  to  be 
lawful,  now  become  evidence  upon 
which  triple  damages  may  be  collected 
and  fine  and  imprisonment  added  as  a 
part  of  the  penalty. 


Indeed,  the  decision  goes  so  far  as  to 
hold  the  agreements  of  unions  with 
employers,  to  maintain  industrial 
peace,  to  be  "conspiracies"  and  the 
evidence  of  unlawful  combinations  In 
restraint  of  trade  and  commerce;  thus 
effectually  throttling  labor  by  penaliz- 
ing as  criminal,  the  exercise  of  its 
normal,  peaceful,  rights,  and  activities. 
The  fact  that  these  acts  are  in  reality 
making  for  the  uplift  and  the  better- 
ment of  civilization,  as  a  whole,  does 
not  seem  to  be  understood  or  appre- 
ciated by  the  courts.  The  workers 
hope  for  a  broader  and  more  intelli- 
gent appreciation  from  Congress. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  enter  into 
a  detailed  review  of  this  decision. 

The  workers  ask  from  Congress  the 
relief  which  it  alone  can  give  from  the 
injustice  which  will  surely  result  from 
the  literal  enforcement  of  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  law  as  interpreted  by  this 
decision.  The  speedy  enactment  of 
laibor's  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  law  will  do  much 
to  restore  the  rights  of  which  the 
toilers  have  been  shorn. 

We  submit  for  consideration,  and 
trust  the  same  will  be  enacted,  two 
provisions  amendatory  of  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  law,  which  originally  were  a 
part  of  the  bill  during  the  stages  of  its 
consideration  by  the  Senate,  and  before 
its  final  passage,  and  which  are  sub- 
stantially as  follows: 

"That  nothing  in  said  act  (Sher- 
man anti-trust  law)  or  in  this  act  is- 
intended  nor  shall  any  provision  there- 
of hereafter  be  enforced  so  as  to  apply 
to  organizations  or  associations  not  for 
profit  and  without  capital  stock,  nor 
to  the  members  of  such  organizations 
or  associations." 

"That  nothing  in  said  act  (Sherman 
anti-trust  law)  or  in  this  act  is  in- 
tended nor  shall  any  provision  thereof 
hereafter  be  enforced  so  as  to  apply  to 
any  arrangements,  figreements,  or  com- 
binations among  persons  engaged  in 
agriculture  or  horticulture  made  with 
a  view  of  enhancing  the  price  of  their 
own  agricultural  or  horticultural  prod- 
ucts." 

It  is  clearly  an  unwarranted  assump- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  courts  or  others 
to  place  the  voluntary  associations  of 
the  workers  in  the  same  category  as 
trusts  and  corporations  owning  stock 
and  organized  for  profit. 
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On  the  one  hand,  we  have  the  trusts 
and  corporations  dealing  with  purely 
material  things  and  mostly  with  the 
inanimate  products  of  labor.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  the  workers 
whose  labor  power  is  part  of  their  very 
lives  and  beings,  and  which  can  not 
be  differentiated  from  their  ownership 
in  and  of  themselves. 

The  effort  to  categorically  place  the 
workers  in  the  same  position  as  those 
who  deal  in  the  products  of  labor  of 
others  is  the  failure  to  discern  between 
things  and  man. 

It  is  often  flippantly  averred  that 
labor  is  a  commodity,  but  modern  civ- 
ilization has  clearly  and  sharply 
drawn  the  line  between  a  bushel  of 
coal,  a  side  of  pork  and  the  soul  of  a 
human,  breathing,  living  man. 

The  enactment  of  the  legislation 
which  we  ask  will  tend  to  so  define 
and  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  work- 
ers of  today  and  those  who  will  come 
after  them,  that  they  may  hope  to  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free 
country  as  intended  by  the  founders 
of  our  government. 

In  the  relief  asked  for  in  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust law  which  we  present  to  Con- 
gress, labor  asks  for  no  special  privi- 
leges and  no  exemption  from  the  treat- 
ment which  any  law-abiding  citizen 
might  hope  to  receive  in  a  free  coun- 
try. 

Indeed,  the  present  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  at  its  session  in  Decem- 
ber, 1906,  enacted  into  law  what  is 
known  as  the  Trades  Dispute  Act.  It 
is  brief  and  we  therefore  quote  its  pro- 
visions in  full: 

"1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  per- 
son or  persons  acting  either  on  their 
own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of  a  trade 
union  or  other  association  of  individ- 
uals, registered  or  unregistered,  in 
contemplation  of  or  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  any  trade  dispute,  to  at- 
tend for  any  of  the  following  purposes 
at  or  near  a  house  where  a  person  re- 
sides or  works,  or  carries  on  his  busi- 
ness, or  happens  to  be  (a)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  peacefully  obtaining  or  com- 
municating information;  (b)  for  the 
purpose  of  peacefully  persuading  any 
person  to  work  or  abstain  from  work- 
ing. 

"2.  An  agreement  or  combination 
by  two  or  more  persons  to  do  or  pro- 
cure to  be  done  any  act  in  contempla- 


tion or  furtherance  of  a  trade  dispute 
shall  not  be  ground  for  an  action,  it 
such  act  when  committed  by  one  per- 
son would  not  be  ground  for  an  action. 

"3.  An  action  shall  not  be  brought 
against  a  trade  union  or  other  associa- 
tion aforesaid  for  the  recovery  of 
damage  sustained  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons iby  reason  of  the  action  of  a  mem- 
ber or  members  of  such  trade  union  or 
other  association  aforesaid." 

We  submit  that  if  such  relief  from 
the  onerous  conditions  brought  about 
by  the  TafC-Vale  decision  of  the  highest 
court  of  Great  Britain  can  be  enacted 
by  a  monarchical  government,  there 
ought  to  be  no  hesitancy  in  conceding 
it  in  our  own  republic. 

The  unions  of  labor  aim  to  Improve 
the  standard  of  life;  to  uproot  ignor- 
ance and  foster  education;  to  instil 
character,  manhood,  and  an  independ- 
ent spirit  among  our  people;  to  bring 
about  a  recognition  of  the  interdepend- 
ence of  man  upon  his  fellow-man.  We 
aim  to  establish  a  normal  work-day; 
to  take  the  children  from  the  factory 
and  workshop  and  give  them  the  op- 
portunity of  the  schools,  the  home,  and 
the  playground.  In  a  word,  our  unions 
strive  to  lighten  toil,  educate  their 
members,  make  their  homes  more 
cheerful,  and  in  every  way  contribute 
an  earnest  effort  toward  making  life 
the  better  worth  living.  To  achieve 
these  praiseworthy  ends,  we  believe 
that  all  honorable  and  lawful  means 
are  Justifiable  and  commendajble,  and 
should  receive  the  sympathetic  sup- 
port of  every  right-thinking  Ameri- 
can. 

Labor  asks  only  for  Justice.  It  asks 
that  it  be  not  victimized  and  penalized 
under  laws  never  intended  to  apply  to 
It. 

We  hope  for  a  prompt  recognition  on 
the  part  of  Congress  of  the  wage- 
workers*  very  reasonable  and  moder- 
ate insistence  in  this  important  mat- 
ter. 

In  addition,  the  other  most  impor- 
tant measures  which  labor  urges  are: 

The  bill  to  regulate  and  limit  the 
issuance  of  injunctions — "Pearre  bill." 

Employers'  liability  bill. 

The  bill  extending  the  application  of 
the  eight-hour  law  to  all  government 
employes,  and  those  employed  upon 
work  for  the  government,  whether  by 
contractors  or  sub-contractors. 
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There  are  other  measures  pending 
which  we  regard  as  important,  but  we 
feel  especially  justified  in  urging  the 
passage  of  those  mentioned,  because 
they  have  been  before  Congress  for  sev- 
eral sessions,  and  upon  which  extend- 
ed hearings  have  been  had  before  com- 
mittees, every  Interest  concerned  hav- 
ing had  ample  opportunity  to  present 
arguments,  and  there  is  no  good  reason 
why  action  should  longer  be  deferred 
by  Congress. 

We  come  to  Congress  hoping  for  a 
prompt  and  adequate  remedy  for  the 
grievances  of  which  we  Justly  com- 
plain. The  psychological  moment  has 
arrived  for  a  total  change  of  govern- 
mental policy  toward  the  workers;  to 
permit  it  to  pass  may  ibe  to  invite  dis- 
aster even  to  our  national  life. 

In  this  frank  statement  of  its  griev- 
ances the  attitude  of  labor  should  not 
be  misinterpreted,  nor  should  it  be 
held  as  wanting  in  respect  for  our 
highest  law-making  body. 

That  the  workers,  while  smarting 
under  a  most  keen  sense  of  injustice 
and  neglect,  turn  first  to  Congress  for 
a  remedy,  shows  how  greatly  they  still 
trust  in  the  power  and  willingness  of 
this  branch  of  the  government  to  re- 
store, safeguard,  and  protect  their 
rights. 

Labor  proposes  to  aid  in  this  work 
by  exercising  its  utmost  political  and 
industrial  activity,  its  moral  and  social 
influence,  in  order  that  the  interests 
of  the  masses  may  be  represented  in 
Congress  by  those  who  are  pledged  to 
do  justice  to  labor  and  to  all  our  peo- 
ple, not  to  promote  the  special  inter- 
ests of  those  who  would  injure  the 
whole  body  politic  by  crippling  and 
enslaving  the  toilers. 

Labor  is  most  hopeful  that  Congress 
win  appreciate  the  gravity  of  the  situa- 
tion which  we  have  endeavored  to  pre- 
sent. The  workers  trust  that  Congress 
will  shake  off  the  apathy  which  has 
heretofore  characterized  it  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  perform  a  beneficent  social 
service  for  the  whole  people  by  enact- 
ing such  legislation  as  will  restore  con- 
fidence among  the  workers  that  their 
needs  as  law-abiding  citizens  will  be 
heeded. 

Only  by  such  action  will  a  crisis  be 
averted.  There  must  be  something 
more  substantial  than  fair  promises. 
The  present  feeling  of  wide-spread  ap- 
prehension among  the  workers  of  our 


country  becomes  more  acute  every  day. 
The  desire  for  decisive  action  becomes 
more  intense. 

While  it  is  true  that  Uiere  is  no  legal 
appeal  from  a  Supreme  Court  decision, 
yet  we  believe  Congress  can  and  should 
enact  such  further  legislation  as  will 
more  clearly  define  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  workers. 

Should  labor's  petition  for  the  right- 
ing of  the  wrongs  which  have  been  im- 
posed upon  it  and  the  remedying  of  in- 
justice done  to  it,  pass  unheeded  by 
Congress  and  those  who  administer  the 
afCaIrs  of  our  government — then  upon 
those  who  have  failed  to  do  their  duty, 
and  not  upon  the  workers  will  rest  the 
responsibility. 

The  labor  union  is  a  natural,  ra- 
tional, and  Inevitable  outgrowth  of  our 
modem  industrial  conditions.  To  out- 
law the  union  in  the  exercise  of  its 
normal  activities  for  the  protection  and 
advancement  of  labor  and  the  advance- 
ment of  society  in  general,  is  to  do  a 
tremendous  injury  to  all  people. 

The  repression  of  right  and  natural 
activities  is  bound  to  finally  break 
forth  in  violent  form  of  protest,  espe- 
cially among  the  more  ignorant  of  the 
people,  who  will  feel  great  bitterness 
If  denied  the  consideration  they  have 
a  right  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  Con- 
gress. 

As  the  authorized  representatives  of 
the  organized  wage-earners  of  our 
country,  we  present  to  you  in  the  most 
conservative  and  earnest  manner  this 
protest  against  the  wrongs  which  they 
have  to  endure  and  some  of  the  rights 
and  reliefs  to  which  they  are  justly 
entitled.  There  is  not  a  wrong  for 
which  we  seek  redress,  or  a  right  to 
which  we  aspire  which  does  not  or 
will  not  be  equally  shared  by  all  the 
workers — by  all  the  people. 

While  no  member  of  Congress  or 
party  can  evade  or  avoid  his  or  their 
own  individual  or  party  share  of  re- 
sponsibility, we  aver  that  the  party  in 
power  must  and  will  by  labor  and  its 
S3anpathizers  be  held  primarily  respon- 
sible for  the  failure  to  give  the  prompt, 
full  and  effective  Congressional  relief 
we  know  to  be  within  Its  power. 

We  come  to  you  not  as  political  par- 
tisans, whether  Republican.  Demo- 
cratic or  other,  but  as  representatives 
of  the  wage- workers  of  our  country 
whose  rights,  interests  and  welfare 
have  been  jeopardized  and   flagrantly. 
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woefully  disregarded  and  neglected. 
We  come  to  you  because  you  are  re- 
sponsible for  legislation,  or  the  failure 
of  legislation.  If  these,  or  new  ques- 
tions,   are    unsettled    and    any    other 


political  party  become  responsible  for 
legislation,  we  shall  press  home  upon 
its  representatives  our  demands  and 
hold  them  responsible,  equally  as  we 
now  must  hold  you. 


Representatives  of  National  and  International  Unions  and  Fabmebs' 
Oboanizations  Who  Endorsed  and  Signed  the  Above  Pbotest. 


Samuel  Gompers,  President. 

James  OConnell,  Third  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

Max  Morris,  Fourth  Vice-President. 

D.  A.  Hayes,  Fifth  \PIce-President. 

Daniel  5,  Keefe,  Sixth  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

William  D.  Huber,  Seventh  Vice- 
President. 

Joseph  F.  Valentine,  Eighth  Vice- 
President. 

Frank  Morrison,  Secretary. 

John  B.  Lennon,  Treasurer. 
Executive  Council,  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor, 

George  L.  Berry,  Norman  C.  Sprague, 
International  Printing  Pressmen's 
Union. 

John  P.  Frey,  Iron  Molders'  Union 
of  North  America. 

G.  M.  Huddleston,  International 
Slate  and  Tile  Roofers'  Union. 

Richard  Braunschweig,  Amalga- 
mated Wood  Workers'  International 
Union. 

Charles  R.  Atherton,  A.  B.  Grout, 
Metal  Polishers,  Buffers,  Platers  and 
Brass  Workers'  Union. 

Jere  L.  Sullivan,  J.  F.  McCarthy, 
T.  J.  Sullivan,  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
EJmployes'  International   Alliance. 

W.  R.  Fairley,  Thomas  Haggerty, 
United  Mine  Workers'  Union  of  Amer- 
ica. 

A.  McAndrews,  E.  Lewis  Evans,  To- 
bacco Workers*  International  Union. 

W.  F.  Costello,  H.  T.  Rogers.  Inter- 
national Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters' 
and  Helpers'  Union. 

James  O'Connell,  Arthur  E.  Holder, 
A.  McGilray,  International  Association 
of  Machinists. 

M.  O'Sulllvan,  Thomas  F.  Ryan, 
Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  In- 
ternational Alliance. 

J.  E.  Pritchard,  International  Pavers 
and  Rammermen. 

Thomas  T.  Maher.  Amalgamated 
Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Alliance. 

J.  L.  Feeney,  J.  B.  Espey,  M.  J.  Kelly, 
International  Brotherhood  of  Book- 
binders. 


C.  M.  Bennett,  O.  D.  Pauley,  Ameri- 
can Society  of  EJquity. 

Timothy  Healy,  W.  A.  James,  F.  M. 
Nourse,  International  Brotherhood  of 
Stationary  Firemen. 

Rezin  Orr,  W.  D.  Mahon,  Amalgam- 
ated Street  and  Electric  Railway  Em- 
ployes. 

John  A.  Moffitt,  Martin  Lawlor, 
United  Hatters  of  North  America. 

J.  W.  Kline.  H.  G.  Poulesland,  J.  M. 
Cox,  International  Brotherhood  of 
Blacksmiths  and  Helpers. 

F.  M.  Ryan,  Bridge  and  Structural 
Iron  Workers'  International  Associa- 
tion. 

William  J.  Barry,  Pilot's  Association. 

W.  W.  Beattle,  Wesley  Russell.  Percy 
Thomas,  Commercial  Telegraphers'  In- 
ternational Union  of  America. 

A.  B.  Lowe,  J.  E.  Davenport,  A.  B. 
Wilson,  International  Brotherhood  of 
Maintenance  of  Way  Employes. 

M.  J.  Shea,  James  J.  Freel,  Interna- 
tional Stereotypers'  and  Electrotypers' 
Union. 

James  L.  Gernon,  James  Wilson,  Pat- 
ternmakers' League  of  North  America. 

J.  M.  McElroy,  Brushmakers'  Inter- 
national Union. 

T.  A.  Rickert,  B.  A.  Larger,  United 
Garment  Workers  of  America. 

M.  Zuckerman,  H.  Hinder,  United 
Cloth  Hat  and  Cap  Makers  of  North 
America. 

H.  B.  Perham,  A.  T.  McDaniel,  W.  J. 
Gregory.  J.  H.  Williams,  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers. 

James  F.  Speirs,  Thomas  C.  Nolan, 
William  Grant,  Brotherhood  of  Boiler- 
makers and  Iron  Shipbuilders. 

F.  J.  Kelly,  International  Photo- 
Engravers'  Union. 

William  D.  Huber,  James  Klrby, 
George  G.  Griffin,  Joseph  Rellly,  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners. 

Samuel  Gompers,  G.  W.  Perkins. 
Thomas  F.  Tracy,  I.  B.  Kuhn,  Cigar- 
makers'  International  Union. 

J.  T.  Carey,  International  Brother- 
hood of  Papermakers  of  North  Amer- 
ica. 
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John  F.  Breen,  Hodcarriers  and 
Building  Laborers'  International 
Union. 

Max  Morris,  J.  A  Anderson,  Herman 
Robinson,  D.  F.  Manning.  Retail 
Clerks'  International  Protective  Asso- 
ciation. 

John  F.  Tobin,  John  P.  Murphy,  Boot 
and  Shoe  Workers'  Union. 

William  Silver,  Granite  Cutters'  In- 
ternational Association. 

J.  C.  Balhom,  Thomas  McGilton, 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators 
and  Paperhangers  of  America. 

Charles  C.  Bradley,  E.  E.  Desmond, 
American  Wire  Weavers'  Protective 
Association. 

John  A.  Dyche,  International  Ladies* 
Garment  Workers*  Union. 

William  J.  Spencer,  United  Associa- 
tion Plumbers,  Gas  Fitters.  Steam  Fit- 
ters' and  Steam  Fitters'  Helpers. 

Joseph  N.  Weber,  American  Federa- 
tion of  Musicians. 

T.  L.  Mahan,  Ed.  L.  Schrack,  Inter- 
national Plate  Printers. 

John  Manning,  Shirt.  Waist  and 
Laundry  Workers'  International 
Union. 

William  H.  Frazier,  V.  A.  Olander, 
Frederick  Benson.  International  Sea- 
men's Union. 

T.  J.  Duffy,  Frank  H.  Hutchens,  Ed. 
Menge,  International  Brotherhood  of 
Operative  Potters. 

Frank  L.  Ronemus,  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Car  Men  of  America. 

Louis  Kemper,  A.  J.  Kugler.  W^illiam 
Hellmuth,  International  Union  of 
Brewers  Workers  of  America. 

T.  C.  Parsons,  George  G.  Seibold,  In- 
ternational Typographical  Union. 

D.  A.  Hayes,  William  Launer,  James 
J.  Dunn.  F.  H.  Williams,  Glass  Bottle 
Blowers'  Association. 

James  McHugh,  Journeyman  Stone 
Cutters'  Association. 

Daniel  J.  Keefe,  Thomas  Gallagher, 
International  Longshoremen's  Associa- 
tion. 

J.  J.  Flynn,  P.  J.  Flannery,  Interior 
Freight  Handlers  and  Warehousemen's 
Union. 

W.  J.  McSorley,  R.  V.  Brandt.  Wood, 
Wire,  and  Metal  Lathers'  International 
Union. 

P.  J.  McArdle,  John  Williams,  Amal- 
eamated  Association  of  Iron  and  Steel 
Workers. 

Jacob  Fischer,  Frank  K.  Noschang, 
Journeymen  Barbers'  International 
Union. 


John  Golden,  Albert  Hibbert,  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Daniel  J.  Tobin,  International  Broth- 
erhood of  Teamsters. 

Matt  Comerford,  Jas.  J.  McCracken, 
International  Union  of  Steam  En- 
gineers. 

F.  A.  Did»bury,  Pocket  Knife  Blade 
Grinders'  and  Finishers'  National 
Union. 

Edward  W.  Potter,  Homer  D.  Call. 
H.  L.  Eichelberger,  A.  L.  \vebb,  Amal- 
gamated Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher 
Workers  of  Norfh  America. 

Frank  Gehring,  Lithogr&phers'  In- 
ternational Protective  and  Beneficial 
Association. 

J.  F.  Murphy,  International  Union  of 
Elevator  Constructors. 

John  H.  Brinkman,  Carriage  and 
Wagon  Workers'  International  Union. 

P.  F.  Richardson,  International  Car 
Workers. 

John  Weber,  Bakery  and  Confection- 
ery Workers'  International  Union. 

James  H.  Hatch,  Upholsterers'  Inter- 
national Union. 


Relations  Between  Railways  and 
Their  Employes. 

[Excerpt  from  The  Railway  Age,  to 
which  we  make  editorial  reply.] 

Present  conditions  afford  operating 
officials  of  railways  an  opportunity  to 
improve  the  discipline,  augment  the 
efficiency  and  increase  the  loyalty  to 
the  roads  of  employes  belonging  to  la- 
bor unions.  Discipline,  efficiency  and 
loyalty  were  all  seriously  impaired  dur- 
ing the  recent  period  of  prosperity. 
The  demand  for  labor  was  so  great  that 
the  companies  had  to  hire  men  with  lit- 
tle or  no  inquiry  as  to  their  fitness,  and 
many  who  were  shiftless,  reckless  and 
unskilled  got  into  railway  service. 
The  efficiency  of  employes  who  other- 
wise would  have  done  good  work  was 
undermined  by  the  knowledge  that  ow- 
ing to  the  demand  for  labor  they  would 
not  be  threatened  with  discharge  ex- 
cept for  serious  cause,  and  that  then 
their  unions  could  probably  save  them 
by  a  little  judicious  blustering.  While 
the  unit  of  wages  rapidly  rose  the  unit 
of  work  done  as  rapidly  declined  In 
quantity  and  deteriorated  In  quality. 
And  meantime  the  union  employes  did 
almost  nothing  to  aid  their  employers 
to  check  the  campaign   that  shippers 
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and  politicians  were  waging  every- 
where for  unwarranted  reductions  in 
rates.  The  present  is  an  exceedingly 
opportune  time  to  bring  home  to  em- 
ployes the  fact  that  it  is  to  their  inter- 
est to  give  to  their  employers  the  best 
and  most  loyal  service  of  which  they 
are  capable  and  that  their  welfare  is 
bound  up  with  that  of  the  railways,  and 
not  with  that  of  the  shippers  and  poli- 
ticians who,  by  their  indiscriminate  at- 
tacks upon  the  transportation  interests, 
are  depriving  stockholders  of  dividends 
and  workingmen  of  wages. 

One  of  the  first  things  that  should 
be  done  by  operating  officials  is  to  care- 
fully weed  out  the  incompetent  and  the 
disloyal.  Until  recently  it  was  neces- 
sary for  a  superintendent,  when  he  dis- 
charged a  man,  to  answer  categorically 
for  his  act  to  the  walking  delegate  of 
the  man's  union.  Now  a  conclusive  ex- 
planation of  the  discharge  of  an  em- 
ploye is  the  long  string  of  idle  locomo- 
tives and  cars  in  the  storehouses  and 
on  the  tracks  of  every  road.  The  labor 
unions  took  unfair  advantage  of  the 
weakness  of  the  railways  when  busi- 
ness was  heavy  and  the  roads  were 
being  harried  on  every  side,  to  wrest 
from  their  officials  power  and  discre- 
tion not  only  in  the  matter  of  discharg- 
ing men,  but  also  in  the  matters  of 
routine  discipline  and  promotion — 
power  and  discretion  the  possession 
and  constant  exercise  of  which  by  the 
officials  are  essential  to  efficient  and 
safe  operation.  The  roads  should  en- 
deavor before  another  period  of  pros- 
perity comes  to  have  authority  restored 
where  it  properly  belongs,  and  so  firm- 
ly lodged  there  that  it  will  not  be  so 
easy  as  it  has  been  in  the  past  to  wrest 
it  away.  The  master  mechanic  or 
superintendent  who  cannot  discharge, 
discipline  and  promote  without  con- 
stant interference  with  and  frequent 
complete  nullification  of  his  orders, 
cannot  justly  be  held  responsible  for 
the  high  cost  of  operation,  the  poor 
service  and  the  fatal  wrecks  that  in- 
evitably will  result 

It  is  as  desirable  for  employes  and 
the  public  as  it  is  for  the  carriers  that 
railway  officials  should  possess  and  ex- 
ercise almost  unrestricted  power  and 
discretion  in  disciplining  and  promot- 
ing employes.  In  proportion  as  labor 
unions  are  permitted  to  dictate,  the 
policy  of  seniority  in  promotion  be- 
comes prevalent.  Other  things  equal, 
the  man  longest  in  service  should  be 


given  the  best  run  or  the  best  position. 
But  other  things  usually  are  not  equal. 
When  they  are  not  the  principle  of 
seniority  tends  to  place  incompetent 
men  in  the  most  responsible  places. 
Under  the  present  limited  operation  of 
the  principle  of  seniority  it  has  be- 
come much  more  difficult  than  former- 
ly for  men  to  rise  from  the  ranks  to 
the  offices  of  general  superintendent, 
general  manager,  vice-president  and 
president.  Under  the  rigorous  applica- 
tion of  this  principle  favored  by  the 
unions  men  of  energy  and  capacity  in 
the  ranks  would  be  held  back  so  long 
by  the  line  of  incompetent  men  ahead 
of  them  that  it  would  become  alto- 
gether the  exception  instead  of,  as  now. 
the  rule,  for  the  highest  salaried  and 
most  responsible  offices  on  the  great 
railway  systems  of  America  to  be 
filled  with  former  switchmen,  en- 
gineers, conductors  and  telegraph 
operators,  many  of  whom  are  still  com- 
paratively young  men.  This  most 
powerful  incentive  to  good  work  once 
entirely  removed,  the  average  efficiency 
of  railway  labor  would  universally  and 
permanently  deteriorate.  The  railways 
would  be  deprived  of  the  inestimable 
advantage  of  being  able  to  place  in  the 
highest  positions  those  who  had  been 
trained  and  had  demonstrated  their  su- 
perior ability  in  all  the  grades  of  the 
service,  and  the  public  would  suffer  by 
the  operations  of  railways  being  ren- 
dered more  expensive  and  Jess  efficient. 
Recent  experience  shows  that  an- 
other fact  that  needs  to  be  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  employes  is  that 
whatever  impairs  the  revenues  of  the 
railways  reduces  their  ability  to  pay 
good  wages.  Railway  net  revenues 
were  seriously  Impaired  during  the  last 
few  years  of  the  recent  period  of  extra- 
ordinary prosperity  by  the  decline  In 
the  efficiency  of  labor.  The  wages  of 
union  employes  were  Increased  about 
10  per  cent.  In  1907,  and  there  were 
similar  large  advances  In  preceding 
years.  If  the  efficiency  of  labor  had  In- 
creased proportionately  the  advances 
In  rate  of  wages  would  have  caused  no 
Increase  In  operating  expenses;  fewer 
men  would  have  done  the  same  work 
for  the  same  aggregate  pay,  or  the 
same  number  of  men  would  have  done 
more  work  for  a  proportionately  in- 
creased pay.  But  as  the  average  effici- 
ency of  labor  deteriorated  operating  ex- 
penses were  Increased  both  by  the  ne- 
cessity of  paying  each  man  more  and 
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by  the  necessity  of  hiring  more  men  to 
do  a  given  amount  of  work.  Aug- 
mented operating  expenses  reduced  net 
earnings;  reductions  of  net  earnings 
diminished  the  revenue  available  for 
improvements  and  dividends,  and  also 
caused  a  decline  in  the  prices  of  stocks 
and  bonds,  thus  rendering  it  difficult 
or  impossible  to  raise  the  money  with 
which  to  make  improvements  and  ex- 
tensions; and  the  cessation  of  improve- 
ments and  extensions  has  thrown  out 
of  employment  thousands  of  men  who 
were  engaged  in  construction  work  and 
has'  made  impossible  the  employment 
of  thousands  more  who  would  have 
been  given  positions  in  the  mainten- 
ance, operating  and  other  departments 
of  the  new  lines  that  are  needed  had 
those  new  lines  been  built 


How  Organized  Labor  Is  Raising 
the  Standards  of  Workingmen. 

Bt  the  Rev.  Chables  Stelzle. 

It  is  doing  it  first  through  the  labor 
press.  Probably  no  force  is  greater  in 
the  development  of  the  cause,  and  to 
no  one  feature  is  organized  labor  more 
indebted  than  to  the  labor  press  of  the 
country.  With  its  record  of  progress, 
its  constant  urging  toward  better 
things  through  active  propaganda 
methods,  its  lessons  in  technical  train- 
ing, thus  making  of  its  readers  better 
workmen,  its  appeal  to  better  living, 
its  earnest  attention  to  the  family  life 
and  welfare — these  are  some  of  the 
factors  which  make  of  the  labor  press 
a  power  for  good. 

Organized  labor  is  raising  the  stand- 
ards of  workingmen  by  fighting  the 
battles  of  all  the  people.  It  is  carry- 
ing with  it  even  the  lowest  and  most 
degraded.  Every  victory  won  for  the 
men  and  women  at  the  top  means  a 
higher  level  for  those  lower  down. 
While  the  trades  unionist  may,  for  a 
time,  belong  to  the  aristocracy  of 
labor,  he  soon  makes  of  that  aris- 
tocracy a  democracy  for  all. 

Organized  labor  is  raising  the  stand- 
ards of  workingmen  by  compelling 
them  to  think  rapidly  and  to  speak 
clearly.  The  trades  union  movement 
has  developed  a  company  of  speakers 
who  are  abundantly  able  to  present 
the  cause  of  the  toilers.  This  is  con- 
stantly being  demonstrated  at  the  na- 
tional meetings  of  labor  bodies,  where 


statesmanship  of  the  highest  order  is 
demanded,  and  where  some  of  the  ad- 
dresses would  easily  rank  with  the 
best  that  are  delivered  in  the  confer 
ences  and  conventions  of  other  na- 
tional bodies. 

Organized  labor  is  raising  the  stand- 
ards of  workingmen  by  the  education 
of  its  members  in  special  meetings  and 
lecture  courses,  and  in  supplying  spe- 
cial courses  of  study.  One  of  the  most 
significant  movements  in  this  direc- 
tion is  the  correspondence  course  re- 
cently set  up  by  the  International 
Typographical  Union,  intended  for 
journeymen  and  apprentices.  The 
possibilities  in  such  work  are  almost 
limitless,  and  no  doubt  organized  labor 
in  other  crafts  will  follow  the  example 
of  the  printers. 

Organized  labor  is  raising  the  stand- 
ards of  workingmen  by  Americanizing 
the  immigrant  No  organization  is 
doing  more  in  this  direction,  accord- 
ing to  a  recent  report  of  the  United 
States  Commission  of  Labor.  It  is 
helping  In  the  fight  against  the  saloon. 
No  matter  what  may  be  its  opinion 
concerning  prohibition,  it  recognizes 
that  the  saloon  as  an  institution  is  an 
evil,  and  as  such,  it  is  being  fought 
by  organized  workingmen.  It  is  on  the 
alert  to  elevate,  in  every  way  possible, 
the  general  welfare  of  those  who  are 
bearing  the  burdens  of  the  world's 
work.  Its  task  has  just  begun.  There 
remains  yet  much  to  be  accomplished, 
but  unquestionably  it  will  rapidly 
eliminate  such  features  as  stand  in 
the  way  of  its  highest  development, 
and  push  aggressively  for  the  stand- 
ards which  should  be  attained  by  every 
honest  toller. 


They  are  Slaves. 

They  are  slaves  who  fear  to  speak 

For  the  fallen  and  the  weak; 

They  are  slaves  who  will  not  choose 

Hatred,  scofllng  and  abuse, 

Rather  than  in  silence  shrink 

From  the  truth  they  needs  must  think. 

They  are  slaves  who  dare  not  be 

In  the  right  with  two  or  three. 

— Lowell. 


The  wealthiest  labor  union  in  the 
world  is  the  Amalgamated  Engineers' 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  statements 
just  published  showing  that  this  or- 
ganization possesses  funds  amounting 
to  over  13,500,000. 
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UBOR'S  GREAT  CONPERENCE. 


Bt  Samuel  Gompebs. 


The  work  of  the  Conference  of  Pro- 
test is  so  fully  set  forth  in  other  por- 
tions of  this  issue  of  the  American 
Federationist  that  only  brief  editorial 
reference  will  be  made  to  it  at  this 
time.  This  conference,  while  called 
by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  yet  really 
grew  out  of  the  spontaneous  outburst 
of  indignation  and  anxiety  with  which 
labor  greeted  the  Supreme  Court  de- 
cision in  the  Hatters'  case. 

The  attendance  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  national  and  international 
unions  affiliated  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  railway  brotherhoods  and 
farmers'  organizations  made  this  one 
of  the  most  important  and  significant 
labor  conferences  ever  held. 

It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  call  special  con- 
ferences, but  this  situation  was  so 
grave  that  it  demanded  some  immedi- 
ate action  other  than  could  be  obtained 
through  the  ordinary  channels  of 
union  meetings  or  annual  conventions. 

We  regret  that  we  have  not  at  this 
time  the  space  to  give  more  of  the  ad- 
dresses made  to  the  conference  by  the 
experienced  and  able  representatives 
who  In  their  earnest  and  eloquent  ad- 
dresses voiced  the  feelings  of  thous- 
ands and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
workers. 

We  must  content  our  readers  for  the 
moment  by  the  assurance  that  the 
earnestness  and  enthusiasm  and  deter- 
mination shown  in  this  conference  was 
not  limited  only  to  the  formal  "Protest 
to  Congress"  or  the  public  address  is- 
sued to  all  the  workers  of  the  country. 

These,  important  as  they  are,  must 
be  regarded  only  as  the  initial  steps  in 
inaugurating  the  movement  of  assert- 
ing and  using  the  full  power  of  labor, 
if  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  proper 
relief,  recognition,  and  protection  of  its 
natural  rights  and  liberties  by  our  law- 
making, executive  and  Judicial  powers. 

Labor's  Protest  Conference  already 
seems  to  arouse  some  apprehension 
among  the  politicians  who  are  wont  to 
consider  the  workers  good  material  for 
exploitation.     Although    the    newspa- 


pers gave  Labor's  Protest  to  Congress 
and  Address  to  the  Workers  very  fair 
recognition  in  the  news  columns,  yet 
the  editorial  comment  was  by  no  means 
encouraging  nor  favorable.  We  do  not 
mention  this  because  we  feel  that  press 
comment  should  either  encourage  or 
retard  any  work  which  labor  thinks 
proper  to  undertake,  but  rather  because 
the  daily  press  is  well  known  to  voice 
the  opinions  of  certain  interests  in 
this  country  hostile  to  labor.  These  in- 
dications of  strong  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  those  who  would  fain  ex- 
ploit labor  should  be  hailed  by  us  with 
joy,  for  if  we  pleased  our  natural  op- 
ponents we  might  be  sure  we  were  do- 
ing nothing  that  promised  much  good 
for  ourselves. 

We  respect  the  law-making  powers 
and  the  Judiciary  of  our  country.  We 
are  patient  even  in  the  face  of  many 
disappointments  and  delays  at  the 
hands  of  Congress — but  labor  in  mak- 
ing its  solemn  protest  meant  by  that 
document  to  intimate  unmistakably 
that  it  is  the  Judge  of  what  is  best  for 
it  in  the  way  of  labor  legislation  and 
that  it  expects  Congress  to  promptly 
pass  the  just  and  reasonable  measures 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  lib- 
erties of  the  workers  and  advance- 
ment of  their  interests.  The  failure  to 
do  this  will  be  accepted  by  the  workers 
as  a  ch^lenge  to  the  further  exercise 
of  their  power. 

This  assemblage  of  the  allied  forces 
of  the  workers  realized  that  much  may 
lay  before  them  in  this  struggle,  but 
we  were  mindful  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  often  been  solemnly  advised  by 
those  who  assume  to  be  the  receptacle 
of  all  wisdom  that  labor  should  always 
first  attempt  to  secure  laws  for  its  pro- 
tection if  it  finds  ansrthing  of  which 
to  complain.  Very  well,  wiseacres, 
that  is  what  we  are  trying  to  do,  even 
in  the  face  of  persistent  refusal  to 
legislate — in  the  face  of  Just  laws  de- 
clared unconstitutional — in  the  face  of 
law  (which  was  never  meant  for  that 
purpose)  twisted  to  apply  injuriously 
to  labor. 

It  will  be  well  for  the  law-makers 
and   the   law-dispensers   to   remember 
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that  there  is  a  limit  to  the  patience  of 
the  wage-worker.  He  has  too  much  in- 
telligence and  too  much  strength  to  be 
much  longer  befooled  by  vain  promises 
and  specious  casuistry. 

Let  no  one  deceive  himself  as  to  the 
real  meaning  of  the  recent  conference 
of  labor's  forces.  We  commend  to  all 
a  careful  reading  of  the  Protest  to  Con- 
gress and  Address  to  Workers  in  which 
the  immediate  plan  of  political  and  in- 
dustrial effort  is  outlined.  These  docu- 
ments mean  far  more  than  a  surface 
glance  might  indicate.  They  mean  the 
united,  determined  and  persistent  ef- 
fort of  the  wage-workers,  not  only  for 
the  forthcoming  campaign  but  for  all 
the  campaigns  that  may  be  necessary 
until  the  desired  object  is  attained. 

We  are  committed  to  no  hard  and 
fast  policy.  While  a  certain  immediate 
line  of  action  is.  indicated,  labor  will 
adopt  such  modifications  or  such  new 
plans  as  circumstances  and  experience 
shall  indicate  as  best  fitted  to  attain  its 
justified  and  ennobling  purposes. 

It  is  only  too  true  that  up  to  this 
time  in  our  history,  our  organizations 
of  wage  workers  have  not  utilized  their 
full  political  power,  in  connection  with 
their  industrial  activity,  but  with  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
has  come  the  solemn  realization  that 
labor  must  in  future  actively  exert 
every  power  wliich  it  possesses  if  its 
rights,  as  a  vital  portion  of  our  social 
and  industrial  fabric,  are  to  be  recog- 
nized and  safeguarded. 

The  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  was  like  the  letting  of  the  genie 
out  of  the  bottle  in  the  old  legend. 
Once  released,  the  genie  waxed  and 
spread  until  it  became  a  mighty  giant, 
obscuring  the  very  sky  and,  mark  you, 
the  genie  once  loosed  refused  to  return 
to  the  seclusion  of  the  bottle. 

The  genie  of  labor  aroused,  is 
abroad  in  the  land.  It  will  not  return. 
Its  future  action  depends  largely  upon 
Congress. 

Labor  has  a  large  measure  of  pa- 
tience. It  knows  itself  to  be  in  the  right 
and  to  be  right  is  to  have  all  eternity 
and  all  the  forces  of  omnipotence  with 
you.  Labor  halts  at  this  time  to  re- 
spectfully petition  Congress  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Sherman  law  which 
will  specifically  exempt  labor  from  a 
law  never  intended  to  apply  to  it.  It 
also  asks  the  enactment  of  its  injunc- 
tion bill,  its  eight  hour  law,  and  an  em- 
ployers* liability  law. 


Labor  proposes  to  carefully  scan  the 
record  of  every  candidate  who  desires 
the  vote  of  the  workers  for  election  to 
any  office — and  they  all  need  such  votes 
— and  make  its  decision  according  to 
such  record;  but  out  of  its  very  pa- 
tience grows  the  power  of  irrevocable 
decision. 

By  the  time  the  present  Congress  ad- 
journs there  will  be  recorded  by  the 
logic  of  events  a  history  which  will 
show  the  attitude  of  each  member 
toward  the  measures  asked  by  labor. 
This  can  not  and  will  not  be  ignored. 
The  press  and  various  politicians  as- 
sumed great  hilarity  in  discussing 
what  labor  was  able  to  accomplish  in 
the  last  Congressional  election  in  the 
way  of  defeating  its  opponents  and 
electing  its  friends.  Such  critics  over- 
looked the  obvious  and  admitted  fact 
that  the  campaign  was  begun  very  late, 
perhaps  too  late  for  labor  to  do  more 
than  make  a  tentative  experiment  in 
many  districts.  Yet  what  was  the 
actual  result?  In  the  one  Congressional 
district  upon  which  labor  definitely 
turned  its  forces,  'tis  true,  one  Mr.  Lit- 
tlefleld  was  elected  against  our  opposi- 
tion, but  by  a  much  lower  majority 
than  formerly.  Yet,  mark  the  strange 
logic  of  events — Mr.  Littlefield,  though 
elected,  has  been  an  unhappy  man  ever 
since;  his  prestige  in  Congress  notice- 
ably dwindled,  and  at  the  time  this  edi- 
torial is  written  the  daily  press  pub- 
lishes the  news  of  his  resignation  from 
Congress  and  retirement  to  private  life. 
Comment  is  unnecessary.  Labor  for- 
bears to  even  shout,  **We  did  it!"  Of 
the  other  members  of  Cong^ress  in- 
imical to  labor,  their  majority  was  so 
much  lessened  in  many  cases  that,  as 
they  limped  into  office,  the  phrase 
"lame  duck  contingent"  was  coined  to 
describe  their  forlorn  appearance. 

The  forces  opposed  to  labor  in  the 
use  of  its  political  power  would  not 
give  us  any  credit  for  what  we  actually 
accomplished  in  even  so  restricted  an 
effort  as  in  the  last  campaign,  but  we 
have  interesting  and  important  figures 
which  we  will  publish  shortly,  showing 
the  vote  which  each  Congressman  re- 
ceived in  the  last  election  and  com- 
paring it  with  his  previous  majorities 
— ^where  he  had  been  in  Congress  be- 
fore; this  tabulation  of  election  returns 
will  make  very  interesting  reading. 
When  we  issue  it  to  the  voters  through- 
out the  country  with  the  record  of  each 
member  of  the  present  Congress  ap- 
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pended,  along  with  a  copy  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  decision  in  the  Hatters' 
case,  those  concerned  will  have  enough 
to  do  to  look  after  their  fences  and 
very  little  time  to  sneer  at  the  political 
activity  of  labor. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  in  the 
last  campaign  the  workers  had  less  def- 
inite issues  upon  which  to  crystallize 
their  efforts  toward  effective  action. 
They  have  one  now  in  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  in  the  Hatters'  and 
other  cases  and  the  weather-wise 
of  all  parties  are  openly  discuss- 
ing how  this  issue  is  to  be  met. 
With  the  functions  and  powers  of 
the  judiciary  as  a  campaign  issue  we 
will  see  the  workers  showing  what 
real  political  activity  may  accomplish. 
We  know  and  we  hope  all  will  realize 
how  greatly  the  recent  action  of  the 
Supreme  Court  has  aroused  the  work- 
ers. Indeed,  not  only  the  workers,  but 
many  who  did  not  heretofore  sympath- 
ize with  them,  for  the  decision  apply- 
ing the  Sherman  law  to  labor  is  equal- 
ly applicable  to  many  other  innocent 
persons  and  associations,  and  they,  too, 
will  perforce  Join  in  our  campaign  for 
the  protection  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  all  our  citizens. 

This  Protest  Conference  owes  its 
greatest  importance  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  emphatic  announcements  of 
the  workers  of  all  the  people  that  labor 
is  better  qualified  than  any  other  force 
in  society  to  define  its  own  rights  and 
liberties.  With  all  due  respect  to  our 
courts  and  Congress,  we  believe  that 
the  workers  and  their  chosen  represen- 
tatives are — from  the  very  fact  that 
they  are  workers — the  proper  Judges  of 
what  labor  Is  entitled  to  in  the  way  of 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  our  Judi- 
cial and  law-making  powers. 

We  wish  that  those  who  sneer  at  the 
efforts  of  labor  could  understand  the 
present  Intensity  of  feeling  which  ani- 
mates our  people  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  present  pacific  and  respect- 
ful attitude  of  labor,  while  commend- 
able from  every  point  of  view,  should 
not  mislead  those  who  pretend  to  think 
that  after  this  crushing  blow  by  the 
Supreme  Court  the  labor  unions  will 
meekly  fade  from  view,  giving  up  every 
sacred  right  of  association,  of  united 
effort  which  they  have  heretofore  nobly 
used  for  the  uplift  and  advancement  of 
the  workers  and  of  all  the  people. 

Our  labor  unions  have  a  record  of 
altruistic   endeavor,  unhesitating  self- 


sacrifice,  noble  generosity  to  the  needy, 
prompt  aid  to  the  weak  and  defense- 
less, greater  power  and  development  to 
the  workers.  Let  not  any  force  In  so- 
ciety imagine  for  one  moment  that  the 
workers  will  allow  their  unions  to  be 
outlawed  by  Judicial  decision  and  de- 
prived of  the  exercise  of  their  natural, 
normal  and  beneficent  activities.  In- 
deed, the  struggle  is  now  on,  for  an 
increased  sphere  of  useful  action. 


Ttie  Call. 

I'm  weary  of  tolling  and  worry. 

Of  living  the  strenuous  life; 
I  tire  of  the  struggle  and  hurry. 

The  tumult,  the  noise,  and  the  strife. 
I  long  for  a  sight  of  the  flowers, 

The  song  of  the  murmuring  stream; 
I  long  for  the  forests  where  hours 

Will  pass  like  the  woof  of  a  dream. 

I'm  weary  of  plotting  and  scheming 

That  lay  out  the  map  of  the  game; 
I'm  tired  of  make-believe  seeming 

That  oft  is  mistaken  for  fame. 
I  long  for  the  lake  and  the  river 

That  shimmer  and  shine  in  the  sun; 
Where    leaves    in    the    warm    breezes 
quiver, 

And  rest  Is  the  goal  I  have  won. 

I'm  weary  oi  sepulchers  whited 

That  harbor  but  moldy  old  bones; 
I  see  childish  toil  unrequited 

And  listen  to  widowhood's  moans. 
I  long  for  the  day  to  be  dawning 

When   rig^t  wltn  the  sceptre  shall 
reign; 
When    men    now    at    Mammon's    feet 
fawning 

Will  rise  in  their  manhood  again. 

I'm  weary  of  false  prophets  crying 

Their  wicked,  inscrutable  lies; 
While  thousands  of  helpless  are  dying 

As  Mammon's  and  Greed's  sacrifice. 
I  long  for  the  day  and  the  hour 

When  Greed  shall  be  flung  from  the 
throne; 
When  man  in  his  rlf^t  and  his  power 

Again  shall  step  Into  his  own. 

I'm  weary,  but  duty  Is  calling. 

And  only  the  sluggard  will  shirk; 
The  tasks  that  are  set  are  appalling. 

But  honor  says  simply,  "Go  work!" 
I  long  for  the  woods  in  their  beauty, 

But  over  the  call  that  they  give 
I  hear  the  sterm  calling  of  duty 

That  bids  me  be  worthy  to  live. 
. — Wm.  M.  Maupin,  in  The  Commoner, 
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THE  KINGDOM  OF  BLOOD. 


A  well-meaning  friend  advised  tlie 
writer  on  account  of  the  Citizen's 
anti-naval  expressions,  "You  can't  stop 
the  big  fuss,  so  why  not  get  In  and 
holler  with  the  restr 

The  Citizen  has  no  desire  to  pre 
vent  a  fitting  reception  of  the  coming 
fleet,  nor  has  it  any  hope  of  prevent- 
ing the  promised  extravagance  of  en 
tertainment  and  fanatical  fanning  of 
the  spirit  of  war.  But  it  will  never- 
theless continue  to  endeavor  to  en- 
lighten the  public  mind  on  the  duties 
of  citizenship  and  to  protest  against 
practices  It  believes  to  be  injurious  to 
the  best  in  our  national  life. 

There  is  a  heroic  instinct  in  the 
human  breast  that  responds  to  deeds 
of  bravery,  and  this  by  historian, 
poet,  writer  and  speaker,  has  been 
taught  to  feed  chiefly  on  battle  scenes. 
It  is  this  Instinct  that  has  awakened 
in  the  people  of  the  Pacific  Coast  the 
desire  they  are  now  fostering  to  look 
upon  the  approaching  fieet  and  pay 
homage  to  its  officers  and  men. 

Napoleon  called  war  an  organized 
barbarism.  All  wars,  according  to 
Benjamin  Franklin,  are  bad,  some 
worse  than  others.  The  worst  things 
said  of  war  have  been  said  by  soldiers. 
The  pretty  things  were  said  by  poets, 
who  did  not  take  part  In  it. 

A  celebrated  painting  named  'The 
Conquerors,"  shows  the  world's  great- 
est warriors  riding  abreast,  over  a 
road  made  of  dead  men,  and  through 
a  desert  surrounded  by  a  sea  of  blood. 
Even  more  graphic  is  the  word  pic- 
ture of  Sumner:  "Even  as  a  hunter 
traces  the  wild  beast  to  his  lair  by  the 
drops  of  blood  upon  the  heath,  so  do 
we  follow  man,  weary  and  stagger- 
ing with  wounds,  through  the  black 
path  of  the  past  which  he  has  red- 
dened with  his  gore." 

Is  there  not  some  better  food  upon 
which  to  feed  the  heroic  instincts  of 
modem  Americans  than  that  which 
grows  out  of  soil  fertilized  by  human 
blood? 

"War's  great  purpose,"  sajrs  a  mili- 
tary enthusiast,  "is  the  fostering  of 
strength,  not  physical  strength  alone, 
but  the  combination  of  moral,  intellec- 
tual and  physical  strength."    The  idea 


is  a  popular  one.  But  is  it  true?  It 
is  the  reverse  that  is  true. 

"A  standing  army,"  says  David 
Starr  Jordan,  "contains  the  seeds  of 
decay.  As  militarism  grows  democ- 
racy must  die." 

It  was  this  author  who  also  said: 
"The  most  Insidious  foe  to  race  devel- 
opment is  military  selection.  The  de- 
struction of  the  brave  In  the  Roman 
wars,  according  to  Otto  Sech,  left  the 
Romans  a  race  of  'congenital  cowards.' 
In  proportion  as  a  nation  succeeds  in 
war,  it  must  lose  its  possibility  of  fu- 
ture success  in  war  of  peace.  The 
greatest  loss  to  America  in  her  Civil 
war  rests  in  the  fact  that  a  million  of 
her  strongest,  bravest,  most  devoted 
men  have  left  no  descendents.  More 
than  the  men  who  died  we  miss  the 
men  who  never  were.  Such  loss  has 
gone  on  in  Europe  since  war  b^:an. 
It  has  grown  more  destructive  since 
the  individual  strength  of  the  warrior 
ceased  to  count — lost  in  the  multitude 
of  battalions.  If  we  cannot  stop  fight- 
ing, civilization  will  have  nothing  left 
worth  fighting  for." 

Kipling  tells  us  the  cost  of  British 
Admiralty: 

"We  have  fed  our  sea  for  a  thousand 
years. 
And  she  calls  us  still  unfed. 
Though  there's  never  a  wave  of  all 
her  waves 
But  marks  our  English  dead. 

"We've  strewed  our  best  to  the  weed's 
unrest. 

To  the  shark  and  the  sheering  gull; 
If  blood  be  the  price  of  admiralty 

Lord  God!  we  have  paid  it  full." 

War  is  a  woeful  weakener  of  na- 
tions. The  nations  that  have  been 
most  committed  to  it  have  been  least 
fit  for  anything  else.  "TTie  huge  arma- 
ments of  Europe,"  we  are  told,  "its 
invincible  armies,  its  mighty  navies, 
are  but  piled  up  as  fagots  for  the  burn- 
ing which  shall  destroy  dynasties  and 
nations.  Lowering  of  national  charac- 
ter, of  national  ideals,  of  national 
pride,  follows  the  path  of  glory." 

The  fleet  is  coming!  Tell  the  peo- 
ple! Turn  them  out  to  gaze  upon  the 
great  ships  and  their  gallant  officers 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


487 


and  men.  Teach  them  to  <brag  of  our 
fighting  abilities.  Turn  the  mottoes 
of  "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward 
men/'  to  the  wall.  Garble  the  Lord's 
prayer  and  leave  out,  "Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth." 
Let  the  pulpit  ring  with  praises  to  the 
god  of  war.  Let  the  press  condense 
every  other  item  of  news  and  feature 
to  a  finish  the  Greatest  Fleet  in  the 
World. 

Let  us  forget  that  this  is  Christian 
America  in  the  twentieth  century  of 
the  reign  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  Back 
to  the  revelries  of  early  Rome.  Clear 
the  debris  out  of  the  arena.  Bring  on 
the  gladiators.  Fight.  Hail  to  the 
champion. 

Los  Angeles  has  many  celebrities — 
men  of  brain  and  genius.  Away  back 
for  them.  "Jeffries,  oh,  you  Jeffries! 
Hail  to  the  giant  Jaw  swatter.  Thy 
kingdom  has  come — ^the  kingdom  of 
fight  and  blood." 

If  there  were  nothing  else  to  con- 
vince the  thoughtful  American  of  the 
evil  effects  of  the  war  spirit,  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  arrangements  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  fleet  in  Los 
Angeles  would  be  sufficient. 

A  modern  warship  is  an  interesting 
affair,  but  while  vastly  more  costly, 
not  to  be  compared  with  a  modern  pub- 
lic school.  Maybe  we  need  a  great 
navy.  Congressman  Hobson  thinks  so. 
He  advises  a  vast  enlargement  of  our 
fleet.  He  apprehends  grave  danger 
from  Japan.  Lincoln  did  not  have 
such  an  idea.  His  immortal  words 
should  be  written  luminously  for  pub- 
lic perusal  today.    He  said: 

"At  what  point  shall  we  expect  the 
approach  •f  danger?  Shall  we  expect 
some  transatlantic  military  giant  to 
step  the  ocean  and  crush  us  at  a  blow? 
No!  All  the  armies  of  Elurope,  Asia 
and  Africa  combined,  with  the  treas- 
ures of  the  earth  (our  own  excepted) 
in  their  military  chest,  with  a  Bona- 
parte for  a  commander,  could  not,  by 
force,  take  a  drink  from  the  Ohio,  or 
make  a  track  on  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  a 
trial  of  a  thousand  years.  At  what 
point,  then,  is  this  approach  of  dan- 
ger to  be  expected?  I  answer,  if  it 
ever  reach  us,  it  must  spring  up 
amongst  us.  It  can  not  come  from 
aA>road.  If  destruction  be  our  lot,  we 
must  ourselves  be  its  author  and  fin- 
isher.    As  a   nation  of  freemen,   we 


must  live  through  all  time  or  die  by 
suicide." 

The  strength  of  America  can  never 
be  measured  by  army  or  navy,  but  by 
the  intelligent  independence  of  indi- 
vidual citizenship.  With  this  we  are 
safe  though  we  possessed  not  a  single 
ship  of  war. 

"Were  half  the  power  that  fills  the 
world  with  terror. 
Were  half  the  wealth  bestowed  on 
camps  and  courts, 
Given   to   redeem   the   human   mind 
from  error. 
There  were  no  need   for  arsenals 
and  forts." 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to 
the  fact  that  militarism  is  destructive 
of  the  spirit  of  democracy.  It  unduly 
exalts  the  soldier  and  sailor.  The 
man  of  arms,  in  this  country,  is  no 
more  to  be  respected  than  the  man  of 
peaceful  labor.  He  is  no  more  of  a 
hero.  But  while  thousands  are  hun- 
gry in  Los  Angeles,  we  are  going  to 
gorge  him  and  fete  him  and  hail  him 
as  a  superior  being. 

And  the  officers.  They  are  to  have 
an  entertainment  entirely  exclusive 
and  select.  It  is  to  be  an  affair  of  red 
tape*  and  champagne.  And  there  is 
nothing  in  all  the  world  half  as  un- 
democratic as  adheres  to  military  and 
naval  functions. 

In  fact,  there  is  a  fanaticism  about 
military  and  naval  officialdom  that  is 
appalling  to  the  prosaic  American 
mind.  An  example  of  it  is  given  by  a 
Philippine  soldier  in  the  following: 

"Yes,  I  knew  that  war  would  be  hell 
before  I  got  into  it.  But  I  did  not 
know  that  war  would  be  hell  deliber- 
ately and  fanatically  infiicted.  I  ex- 
pected to  sleep  in  mud  puddles  with 
my  head  on  a  stone  for  a  pillow,  and 
go  hungry  for  days  on  forced  marches 
and  away  from  a  base  of  supplies.  But 
I  never  dreamed  that  I  would  have  to 
sleep  in  leaky  and  exposed  sheds  when 
there  was  plenty  of  good  shelter  else- 
where, and  when  thirty  officers  had 
fine  apartments  in  which  there  was 
room  for  five  hundred  men;  neither 
did  I  expect  to  be  fed  on  coffee 
grounds  and  foul  canned  meat  for 
weeks  when  we  were  right  next  to  a 
base  of  supplies,  and  when  our  officers 
lived  on  the  choice  of  the  commis- 
sary's  department.     Now,  any   young 
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man  whose  ire  will  not  arouse  at  such 
deliberate  deviltry  Is  not  worthy  to 
live  under  despotic  Russia." 

And  Los  Angeles  is  to  have  a  hand 
in  fostering  such  fanaticism. 

"Far-called  our  navies  melt  away — 
On   dune   and   headland   sinks   the 
fire — 
Lo,  all  our  pomp  of  yesterday 

Is  one  with  Ninevah  and  Tyre! 
Judge  of  the  nations  spare  us  yet, 
Lest  we  forget — lest  we  forget!" 
— The  Citizen,  Los  Angeles. 


''Coming  Home  to  Roosf 

From  the  cry  that  is  going  up  in 
regard  to  anarchy  in  the  United 
States  one  would  be  inclined  to  think 
the  taking  of  life  by  violent  means  was 
a  new  thing  in  that  country  and  one 
distasteful  to  the  precious  bunch  who 
have  so  successfully  (?)  conducted  its 
industries  and  administered  its  govern- 
ment. 

A  priest  is  killed  in  a  Denver 
church,  presumably  by  some  one  whose 
grievances,  either  real  or  imaginary, 
had  unbalanced  his  reason,  and  the  cry 
of  "anarchy"  is  raised  by  the  entire 
yelping  pack  whose  power  and  priv- 
ilege has  always  rested  upon  murder 
and  whose  history  has  been  written 
in  the  blood  of  the  working  class.  A 
young  Jew,  almost  a  stranger  in  the 
country,  calls  at  the  residence  of  Chi- 
cago's drunken  chief  of  police,  hands 
him  a  letter,  is  shot  in  the  back  by 
that  official  ruffian  and  after  falling  to 
the  floor  dead  his  body  is  riddled  with 
bullets  from  the  drunken  brute's  re- 
volver. An  anarchist  plot  is  discov- 
ered in  the  whisky-sodden  police  brain 
and  the  yelpers  take  up  the  cry  most 
zealously.  A  bomb  explodes  in  the 
house  of  one  of  the  coarsest  ruffians 
that  the  mine  owners  of  Colorado  ever 
had  in  their  nefarious  service,  and  the 
cry  of  anarchy  is  raised  by  the  faith- 
ful. With  the  usual  police  brutality  a 
peaceful  and  orderly  meeting  of  the 
unemployed  is  broken  up  in  New  York 
City.  On  their  way  back  to  headquar- 
ters an  attempt  is  made  to  annihilate 
the  squad  of  uniformed  thugs  by  the 
explosion  of  a  bomb  in  their  midst. 
It,  however,  explodes  prematurely, 
badly  injuring  the  manipulator  of  the 
bomb,  as  well  as  several  policemen  and 
killing  one  other  person.  The  cry  of 
anarchy  again  ascends  to  high  heaven. 


A  crusade  against  anarchists  is  now 
to  be  inaugurated.  The  lynx-eyed  po- 
lice will  have  no  difficulty  in  detecting 
the  anarchist  as  soon  as  they  clap  an 
eye  on  him.  Of  course,  no  innocent 
person  need  have  any  fear,  that  is, 
any  one  innocent  of  being  an  anarchist. 
Police  history  clearly  shows  that  no 
innocent  person  ever  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  blue-coated  guardian  of 
the  law.  It  is  only  criminals  who  need 
fear  the  police.  Everybody  knows 
that. 

It  is  alleged  by  capitalist  papers  that 
a  good  many  anarchists  have  come 
into  the  states  among  the  immigrants, 
especially  from  Southern  Europe.  E^en 
if  this  be  so  the  capitalist  rulers  of  the 
country  should  be  able  to  draw  no 
small  measure  of  satisfaction  from  the 
fact  that  they  induced  them  to  come. 
In  their  anxiety  to  procure  the  cheap- 
est labor  possible  they  have  doubtless 
raked  those  parts  of  Europe  where 
ages  of  oppression  and  tyranny  have, 
perchance,  bred  in  the  breasts  of  work- 
men some  of  the  same  base  passions 
that  are  the  chief  characteristics  of  the 
capitalist  beast  itself.  If  some  of  this 
element  should  satisfy  its  blood  lust  at 
the  expense  of  the  capitalist  class  and 
its  retainers,  their  bloodthirsty  masters 
and  teachers  will  have  no  one  to  blame 
other  than  themselves. 

Probably  more  than  nine* tenths  of 
this  talk  about  anarchy  and  anarchists 
is  mere  buncombe,  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  an  excuse  to  wreak  ven- 
geance upon  those  who  dare  to  ques- 
tion the  right  of  capitalists  to  longer 
rule  and  rob  the  workers.  It  should 
be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth  only. 

Should  these  killings  increase  in 
numbers,  which  they  undoubtedly  will, 
owing  to  the  ever  increasing  misery 
incident  to  capitalist  production,  it 
need  surprise  no  one.  The  bloodthirsty 
acts  of  rulers  will  breed  similar  acts 
among  their  victims.  Anarchy  in  high 
places  will  breed  anarchy  in  the  lower 
strata  of  society.  Capitalist  anarchy 
will  hatch  retaliatory  anarchy  upon 
the  part  of  its  victims.  The  "chickens 
will  come  home  to  roost." — Western 
Clarion. 


It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
is  no  law,  aye,  not  even  a  court  de- 
cision, compelling  union  men  or  their 
friends  of  labor  to  buy  a  Buck's  stove 
or  range.  No,  not  even  to  buy  a  Loewe 
hat. 
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A  NEW  BLOCK-SIGNAL  SYSTEM 


That  Does  Not  Depend  Upon  Human  Agency  to  Effect  a 
Positive  Stop  When  Trains  Enter  the  Danger  Zone. 


A  new  electro-automatic  train  stopping  signal  system,  No.  870466,  has  Just 
been  patented  by  Mr.  Harry  L.  Rider,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.  It  is  designed  to  prevent 
collision  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  engineer  to  observe  or  obey  visual 
danger  signals,  by  automatic  application  of  the  air  brakes  stopping  the  train 
independently  of  the  action  of  the  engineer. 

The  apparatus  combines  novelty,  simplicity  and  practicability,  with  thor- 
ough elimination  of  complicated  or  delicate  mechanism,  thereby  securing  the 
monetary  advantage  of  construction  and  maintenance  on  a  scale  not  approached 
by  any  other  like  device.  These  advantages  are  very  important  from  a  railroad 
financial  standpoint,  since  other  devices  are  considered  as  unwarranted  by 
reason  pt  expense.  In  view  of  the  complete  control  this  device  has  over  moving 
trains,  and  its  absolute  dependability  for  effective  stopping  when  running  into 
danger  from  any  cause  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  human  agency,  any  train 
attempting  to  pass  a  danger  signal,  makes  it  a  very  valuable  safeguard  against 
the  disasters  it  was  designed  to  prevent  These  accidents  are  head-on,  rear-end, 
side-swiping  collisions,  collisions  at  railroad  Junctions  or  grade  crossings,  the 
running  over  broken  rails,  or  into  open  switches  or  open  drawbridges. 
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The  system  encompasses  a  radically  new  departure  in  signalling  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  semaphore  with  respect  to  the  train  it  protects.  The 
forerunner  of  the  automatic  signal  was  the  old-fashioned  banner  signal,  which 
was  pulled  to  danger  by  a  telegraph  operator  the  moment  a  train  passed  his 
tower,  the  signal  thereby  being  at  danger  immediately  behind  the  train  with 
no  safety  stretch  for  stopping.  After  thirty  years  of  thorough  trial  and  use  of 
the  automatic  signal,  it  still  remains  at  the  same  original  point  of  location,  and 
without  improvement  in  this  respect,  displays  the  danger  signal.  Just  as  did  the 
old  banner,  immediately  behind  the  train  as  it  enters  a  section,  making  no 
allowance  for  safety  space  in  which  to  stop.  This  thorough  trial  has  unmis- 
takably demonstrated  that  the  automatic  semaphore  signal  is  fundamentally 
wrong.  The  speed  of  trains  thirty  years  ago  did  not  require  long  stretches  of 
track  in  which  to  stop,  and  flagmen  were  required  to  go  back  but  a  quarter-mile 
to  flag.  The  increase  in  the  speed  of  American  express  trains  has  outgrown 
this  inferior  arrangement,  and  demands  an  extension  of  such  safety  space  as 
is  covered  by  this  system,  when  quick  stop  is  necessary,  if  collision  is  to  be 
averted. 

The  erroneous  position  of  the  danger  signal  is  clearly  demonstrated  when 
it  is  considered  that  trainmen  cannot,  and  do  not,  make  use  of  the  automatic 
signal  as  a  guide  when  their  train  is  in  motion.  A  conductor  on  the  rear  of 
his  freight  train,  when  he  reaches  a  signal,  invariably  finds  the  signal  at  danger. 
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and  runs  past  with  no  assurance  that  he  is  not  passing  a  "stop"  signal  set  by 
another  train  ahead.  Too  often  do  trains  thus  pass  a  danger  signal  only  to 
quickly  stop  in  a  disastrous  collision. 

A  new  feature  of  this  system  is  the  location  of  the  rear  signal  in  its  logically 
correct  position,  at  the  rear  end  of  the  next  section  back  of  the  train,  instead  of 
at  the  rear  end  of  the  section  occupied  by  the  train.  Under  this  arrangement  a 
train  will  entirely  pass  a 
signal,  when  at  clear,  and  rfl^i  U- 

as  it  passes  the  next  signal  <^*SI.  * 

entering  the  next  section, 
the  first  signal  passed 
will  move  to  danger, 
hence  the  danger  signal 
continues  to  be  displayed 
one  mile  or  one  section- 
length  back  of  the  train. 
The  sections  may  be  ex- 
tended to  more  than  a 
mile,  or  reduced  to  any 
fraction  thereof. 

Referring  to  Dia- 
gram 15,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  in  addition  to  the 
rear  signal,  one  mile  in 
the  rear  of  the  train,  an- 
other feature  is  the  ad- 
ditional signal  at  the 
forward  end  of  the  next 
section  In  advance  of  the  train,  a  feature  entirely  new  in  this  connection. 

A  signal  is.  therefore,  at  all  times,  displayed  both  front  and  rear,  when  a 
train  is  occupying  the  center  one  of  three  sections  which  it  absolutely  controls. 
This  form  of  signal  system  is  adaptable  to  single  and  double  tracks,  pro- 
tecting trains  both  front  and  rear,  moving  in  either  direction;   also  where  trains 
may  be  run  in  the  reverse  direction  on  a  parallel  track  of  double-track  systems. 
The  most  expert  signal  engineers  admit  the  erroneous  position   of  the 

present  form  of  automatic  signal,  and  agree 
that  this  question  must  soon  be  taken  up  in 
order  to  improve  the  automatic  system. 

The  Rider  System  is  the  only  one  pro- 
^^3«  viding   this   marginal    safety   with   absolute 
control  of  trains,  at  the  same  time  increasing 
the  capacity  of  the  road. 

On  the  engine,  at  some  convenient  point, 
as  shown. at  Fig.  4,  a  new  and  improved  valve 
is  attached,  having  the  inlet  air  port,  5Sa, 
Fig.  11,  connected  into  the  train  line. 

The  piston  rod,  49,  rests  upon  the  head 
of  the  trip  handle,  46,  Fig.  14,  which  is  thus 
suspended  from  the  bulb  centrally  between 
the  rails,  as  shown  by  the  full  lines.  In  this 
position  the  trip  handle  is  in  line  with  the 
danger  or  elevated  position  of  the  "stop- 
plate"  of  the  track  instrument 

The  automatic  stopping  apparatus  is 
adaptable  to  any  railroad,  and  can  be  in- 
stalled in  connection  with  any  form  of  automatic  semaphore.  The  stop-plate, 
26,  Fig.  3,  is  movable  upward  by  gravity,  spring,  or  other  power,  in  unison  with 
the  change  of  the  semaphore,  and  when  at  danger,  the  plate  is  elevated  and 
directly  in  the  path  of  the  trip  handle  attached  to  the  equalizing  valve  on  the 
engine.  Installed,  in  connection  with  pre-existing  automatic  signals,  the  stop 
is  operated  by  same  power  as  in  use  for  the  operation  of  the  signals. 
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The  movement  of  an  engine  over  the  track  instrument,  when  at  danger, 
causes  the  stop-plate  to  strike  the  trip  handle,  displacing  the  latter.  This  dis- 
placement of  the  trip  handle  removes  the  head  of  the  trip  from  the  path  of  the 
piston-rod  foot,  and  the  piston  moves  downward  slightly*  permitting  train  air 
to  escape  from  the  train  line  into  the  space  in  the  cylinder  above  the  uppei* 

piston.  Sufficient  air  hav- 
ing escaped  from  the  train 
line  to  cause  the  brakes  to 
set,  and  the  pressure  above 
and  below  the  upper  piston 
equalizes,  the  upper  piston 
moves  down  sufficiently  to 
close  the  inlet  port,  56a, 
thus  preventing  further 
escape  or  unnecessary  loss 
of  air  from  the  train  line. 
Thus  actuated,  the  pistons 
assume  the  position  shown 
in  Fig.  14.  Tne  train  is 
automatically  and  independently  of  the  engineman  brought  to  a  standstill. 

The  application  of  the  brakes  can  be  effected  in  three  speeds,  the  emergency, 
a  quick-service  or  intermediate  speed  between  the  former,  and  the  service  appli- 
cation. The  latter  alone  is  sufficient  at  all  times,  as  the  "stop"  acts  at  a  point 
one  section-length  from  the  entrance  to  the  occupied  section,  and  is  thus  one 
mile  or  section-length  from  the  obstruction,  thus  providing  a  safety  margin, 
which  makes  it  imposslrble  to  collide  with  a  train  ahead,  and  without  which, 
collisions  can  never  be  abolished. 

A  small  port  in  the  upper  piston  registers,  when  in  actuated  position,  with 
the  inlet  port,  55a,  permitting  a  leakage  of  train  air  through  exhaust,  55b,  which 
will  re-set  the  brake  unless  the  pistons  are  returned  to  normal  condition.    To 

shut  off  the  leakage  after  the  heavy  pressure  re- 
duces, the  engineman  draws  a  small  key-lever, 
causing  the  lower  piston  to  slightly  rise,  closing 
the  outlet  and  opening  the  inlet,  when  train  air 
flows  between  the  pistons,  returning  both  to 
normal  running  position. 

The  stopping  device  or  the  signal  arrange- 
ment may  be  installed  separately  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  any  road.  The  instal- 
lation of  the  automatic  stop  in  connection  with 
any  form  of  automatic  signal,  will  at  once  trans- 
form that  signal  into  an  absolute  automatic  stop, 
when  properly  connected.  Just  such  as  that 
recommended  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission to  Congress,  as  "a  device  which  would 
be  extremely  valuable." 

The  entire  elimination  of  the  emergency 
braking  by  the  exclusive  use  of  the  service  ap- 
plication, thus  preventing  flattened  wheels, 
damage  to  equipment  and  brake  rigging,  also 
personal  injury,  is  a  very  important  factor, 
effecting  enormous  monetary  saving,  and  forms 
a  valuable  feature  of  the  system.  The  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  says:  "If  railroad 
managers  were  sincerely  anxious  to  absolutely 
do  away  loith  even  the  possibility  of  accident, 
an  automatic  stop  apparatus  should  be  installed 
in  connection  with  every  danger  signal,  and  no  engineer  would  dare,  or  could, 
run  past." 

The  present  signal  systems  require  a  space  interval,  between  trains  moving 
in  the  same  direction,  of  three  miles.    Under  this  system  trains  can  be  run  at 
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full  speed  with  perfect  safety  as  close  together  as  one  and  one-quarter  miles. 
Should  this  intervening  space  be  reduced,  the  air  brakes  are  automatically 
applied  without  delay.  This  space  interval  effects  an  increase  of  road  capacity 
of  50  per  cent,  over  present  operation  under  the  automatic  signal,  and  75  per 
cent,  over  the  telegraph  block  system,  or  any  other  form  of  stopping  device. 

The  stopping  device  alone,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  could  be  installed  on  the 
many  miles  of  railroad  in  the  United  States  which  today  have  no  form  of 
signal,  making  each  aibsolutely  safe  from  collision.  In  the  United  States  there 
are  110,980  miles  of  passenger  tracks,  46  per  cent,  befng  governed  by  various 
forms  of  singals;  48  per  cent,  are  worked  with  manual  signals,  and  but  6  per 
cent,  are  equipped  with  automatic  indicating  signals,  and  none  whatever  gov- 
erned by  any  form  of  automatic  stopping  device  such  as  the  Rider  system. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  1906  there  were  474  persons  killed  in  391 
collisions,  in  which  the  property  loss  alone  was  $3,099,228.  All  of  these  collisions 
might  have  been  averted  by  this  system,  such,  for  instance,  as  those  accidents 
at  Woodville,  Ind.,  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  November,  1906,  killing  47  persons;  at 
VoUand,  Kans.,  on  the  C,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  R.,  January,  1907,  killing  34  persons;  on 
the  Pere  Marquette  R.  R.,  at  Salem,  Mich.,  July,  1907,  killing  51  persons,  and 
at  Terra  Ootta,  D.  C,  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R..  killing  55  persons,  all  due  to  errors 
of  the  human  agency  in  misreading  or  overlooking  telegraphic  orders;  also  the 
accident  at  Eddington,  Pa.,  on  the  P.  R.  R.,  October,  1906,  in  which  several  were 
killed,  due  to  engineman  running  past  signal. 

"Every  great  wreck,"  says  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  "is  fol- 
lowed by  a  great  public  demand  for  some  automatic  stopping  device,"  and  "every 
accident  hastens  the  day  when  compulsory  use  of  the  most  approved  form  of 
automatic  signal  will  become  the  law  of  the  land."  This  condition  is  not  far 
distant,  and  when  it  arrives,  the  automatic  stopping  device  will  be  included  in 
the  mandate. 

A  company  is  now  being  organized  and  incorporated  under  the  luws  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  with  a  capitalization  of  ft6,000  in  thare$  of  f  100  each,  to  demonstrate  the  device, 
and  for  the  manufacture  of  same  and  placing  upon  the  market. 


Oligarchs  Own  Senate. 

By  Robebt  Hunter. 

Senator  La  Follette  exploded  a  bomb 
the  other  day.  He  made  up  a  list  of 
the  hundred  oligarchs  for  whom  the 
people  work  and  for  whom  this  coun- 
try seems  to  exist. 

Morgan  and  Rockefeller  are  emper- 
ors, and  fourteen  other  men  are  the 
generals  of  their  financial  armies. 

The  interesting  point  that  Senator 
La  Follette  did  not  mention  was  that 
W.  K.  Vanderbilt,  E.  H.  Harriman. 
Henry  C.  Frick,  James  Speyer,  James 
J.  Hill,  George  J.  Gk)uld  and  all  but 
two  of  the  others  are  Republicans. 

He  did  not  mention  that  Chauncey 
Depew,  Nelson  Aldrich,  Thomas  C. 
Piatt,  and  many  other  Republican  Sen- 
ators, are  the  personal  representatives 
of  this  oligarchy. 

He  did  not  say  that  these  few  finan- 
cial lords  owned  .a  majority  of  the  Re- 
publicans and  Democrats  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  a  majority  of  the  Republicans 
and  Democrats  in  the  House. 

I  know  Robert  La  Follette.  He  is  a 
brave  and  sincere  man.    But  he  ought 


to  be  honest  with  us,  absolutely  and 
entirely.  He  ought  to  say  to  the  peo- 
ple, "Your  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties  have  sold  your  country  to  a 
band  of  financial  pirates." 

He  ought  to  say  that,  in  addition  to 
the  great  Industrial  trusts  owned  by 
these  men,  there  are  TWO  POLITICAL 
TRUSTS  owned  by  them. 

He  ought  to  say  that  the  people  will 
get  nowhere  until  they  destroy  the 
two  political  trusts  now  throttling  the 
life  out  of  Republicanism  and  De- 
mocracy. 

Perhaps  some  day  he  will  say  these 
things.  But  somehow  I  cannot  im- 
agine Senator  La  Follette  campaign- 
ing the  country  next  fall  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Republican  party. 

If  he  is  fighting  the  oligarchs,  let 
him  sacrifice  at  the  same  time  the 
venal  creatures  in  the  Senate  and 
House  who  serve  the  oligarchs. 


Labor  must  and  will  exercise  its 
every  lawful  right  to  protect  not  only 
its  own  interests  and  welfare,  but  those 
of  every  man,  woman  and  child  of  our 
country. 
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THE  BROTHERHOODS'  REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN  WASHINGTON. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  meet  Bro.  H. 
R.  Fuller  in  connection  with  the  "hear- 
ing" which  was  recently  held  before 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  Wash- 
ington regarding  Bill  H.  R.  13477  and 
other  measures.  Bro.  Fuller  has  been 
in  attendance  on  the  several  sessions 
of  Congress  during  the  past  six  or  eight 
years.  We  had  never  met  the  brother 
before,  but  were  familiar  with  his 
name  as  a  recognized  representative  of 
several  railway  brotherhoods,  among 
which  were  the  Order  of  Railway  Con- 
ductors and  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Trainmen.  We  were,  of  course,  pleased 
to  extend  to  him  the  glad  hand  of  fel- 
lowship, and  we  naturally  inferred  that 
he  was  present  at  the  ''hearing"  in 
question  in  favor  of  whatever  measure 
was  calculated  to  bring  about  the  bet- 
terment of  the  conditions  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  hazardous  business  of  rail- 
way operation.  The  reader,  then,  cau 
imagine  our  surprise  when  Bro.  Fuller 
took  a  stand  against  every  measure 
that  received  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  committee  and,  before  the 
final  adjournment  of  the  committee,  it 
was  really  difficult  to  determine  Just 
exactly  whose  interests  he  had  in  mind 
by  the  attitude  he  assumed  on  the  vari- 
ous pending  measures.  Bro.  Fuller  be- 
gan by  announcing  his  opposition  to 
the  "Watson"  and  "Cooper"  bills,  which 
embraced  certain  essentials  regarding 
the  enforced  equipment  of  all  cars  with 
proper  step-ladders,  handholds  and 
other  means  of  protection  to  the  opera- 
tives of  trains,    including    which — as 


specified  in  the  Cooper  Bill — was  the 
"automatic  train-pipe  coupler."  Bro. 
Fuller's  preface  to  his  opposition  to  the 
several  pending  measures  was  couched 
in  the  following  language: 

"I  hope  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee will  not  misunderstand  my  position 
in  opposing  legislation,  the  apparent 
purpose  of  which  is  to  require  addi- 
tional safety  appliances  for  the  protec- 
tion of  railway  employes.  The  organi- 
zations I  represent  are  most  heartily 
in  favor  of  any  legislation  that  tends 
to  decrease  the  number  of  men  killed 
and  injured  on  our  railroads;  and  our 
efforts  heretofore  have  been  for  such 
legislation  rather  than  against  It.  But 
we  believe  mistakes  can  De  made  by 
honest  men  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
legislation  requiring  these  safety  ap- 
pliances, and  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  bills  you  have  before  you,  and 
which  have  been  discussed,  are  unsatis- 
factory." 

After  thus  announcing  himself  Bro. 
Fuller  demurred  to  the  passage  of  the 
Watson  and  Cooper  bills  "in  their  pres- 
ent forms,"  but  following  this  he  stated 
that  "We  are  heartily  in  favor  of  a  re- 
quirement that  those  appliances  be  put 
upon  cars  and  that  it  be  made  a 
statutory  law."  He  then  turned  his  at- 
tention to  "Bill  13477"  and  sarcastic- 
ally remarked,  "I  did  not  know  the  bill 
on  which  Mr.  Cassidy  spoke  woidd  be 
brought  up  today.  I  have  seen  it  be- 
fore, but  did  not  take  the  time  to  make 
a  thorough  study  of  it,  as  I  did  not 
think  it  would  be  seriously  considered." 

Following  this  Bro.  Fuller  announced 
his  opposition  as  follows:  "I  have  run 
over  it  two  or  three  times  during  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHBiHN  S  UNION. 


hearing,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will, 
in  its  good  Judgment,  find  that  it  is  not 
the  proper  thing  to  pass  this  bill." 

This  would  have  been  the  language 
a  commissioned  representative  of  the 
railway  managers  would  have  used  had 
there  been  such  a  representative  pres- 
ent, therefore  we  are  in  honest  doubt 
as  to  whom  the  gentleman  did,  in 
reality,  represent.  While  this  meas- 
ure is  intended,  in  the  main,  to  benefit 
the  switchmen — ^men  in  yard  service — 
it  is  a  self-evident  proposition  that  it 
will  be  of  decided  benefit  to  all  mem* 
hers  of  other  railway  organizations 
and  a  detriment  to  none.  Bro.  Fuller's 
next  efforts  were  directed  to  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  bill,  in  which  he  under- 
took to  show  that  it  would  work  as  a 
repeal  of  the  act  it  is  intended  to 
amend,  and  went  on  to  show  how  it 
would  nullify  those  provisions  in  the 
original  act  which  required  the  stand- 
ard height  of  draw-bars,  sufficient  grab- 
irons  or  handholds,  immunity  from 
contributory  negligence  if  a  man 
should  be  hurt  in  performing  a  service 
"contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,*' 
etc.  When  the  gentleman  in  question 
had  thus  outlined  his  opposition  he  was 
promptly  informed  by  Mr.  Ryan  of  Buf- 
falo, a  member  of  the  committee,  that 
the  preservation  of  these  provisions  of* 
the  original  act  could  easily  be  made 
by  amending  the  bill  with  an  additional 
clause  to  the  effect  that  "none  of  the 
provisions  or  requirements  of  this  act 
shall  be  construed  to  relieve  the  rail- 
roads from  the  duties,  liabilities  or  pen- 
alties of  said  act  of  March  2d,  1893,  and 
411  amendments  thereto."  To  this  Bro. 
Fuller  assented,  saying  that  he  was 
"simply  calling  attention  to  the  lan- 
guage of  this  bill,"  then  remarked,  "of 
course  it  can  be  fixed." 

Had  the  gentleman's  opposition  end- 
ed with  this  simple  and  common-sense 
suggestion,  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  up 
to  this  point,  could  not  have  been  ques- 
tioned.   Driven  from  the  stand  he  had 


taken  against  the  bill  because  of  cer- 
tain features  of  its  phraseology,  Bro. 
Fuller's  next  contention  was  that  the 
present  Safety  Appliance  Act,  with  its 
subsequent  amendments,  was  amply 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  all  men 
engaged  in  the  work  of  coupling  and 
handling  trains.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  the  gentleman  involved 
himself  in  a  medley  of  confusion  and 
contradiction  by  certain  admissions 
that  he  was  forced  to  make,  one  of 
which  was  as  follows: 

"I  fully  agree  with  what  Mr.  Cassidy 
has  said  about  the  necessity  of  doing 
away  with  these  accidents  which  result 
from  men  being  compelled  to  go  in  to 
couple  cars  on  curves  where  they  will 
not  couple  automatically.  However,  I 
differ  from  him  as  to  the  method.  The 
question  of  what  couplers  would  be  best 
was  seriously  considered  at  the  time 
the  safety  appliance  law  was  enacted, 
and  it  is  true  that  the  master  car  build- 
ers' type  was  mentioned  in  a  bill  at 
that  time,  but  it  was  thought  by  the 
friends  of  the  legislation,  however,  that 
the  best  way  to  do  was  to  make  a  sim- 
ple, plain  provision,  putting  upon  the 
carrier  the  obligation  of  requiring  them 
to  put  on  couplers  that  would  couple 
automatically  by  impact.  Congress 
passed  such  a  bill,  and  it  is  in  as  plain 
and  simple  words  as  the  English  lan- 
guage affords,  and  it  is  not  qualified  as 
to  straight  lines  or  curves;  it  applies 
just  as  much  on  curves  as  on  straight 
lines." 

This  sounded  plausible  enough,  but 
the  paralogism  of  Bro.  Fuller's  logic 
was  shown  up  in  the  colloquy  which 
followed,  and  which  is  here  given: 

Question  by  the  chairman:  "But  in 
practice,  do  the  companies  really  ex- 
pect the  men  to  go  in  there  and  couple 
in  between  the  cars?" 

Mr.  Fuller:  "They  expect  the  men 
to  go  in  there  and  couple  if  the  coupler 
is  out  of  repair  so  that  it  cannot  be 
coupled  without  going  in.    They  expect 
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it  and  It  is  done,  and  men  are  being 
killed  as  a  result  of  it" 

Mr.  Ryan:  "As  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
is  the  only  way  the  man  can  do  itr* 

Mr.  Fuller:  'Tes,  sir;  of  necessity  he 
must  go  in  there.  There  have  been 
many  bills  introduced  here  attempting 
to  meet  this  situation  of  cars  not  coup- 
ling on  curves.  In  fact  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  has  been  a  Ck)ngress  since  I 
have  been  representing  the  organiza- 
tions here  which  did  not  have  before 
it  a  bill  of  this  kind." 

This  admission  was  certainly  not  cal- 
culated to  strengthen  Bro.  Fuller's  con- 
tentions regarding  the  efficiency  of  the 
original  law,  but  he  was  not  yet  ready 
to  abandon  his  case.  His  next  move 
was  to  quote  the  provision  of  the  old 
law  requiring  "automatic  couplers.' 
He  then  remarked:  "It  is  purely  a 
question  of  the  enforcement  of  the 
coupler  provision  of  the  law."  When 
asked,  however,  about  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  in  cases  where  the  couplers 
fail  to  couple — such  as  on  curves — he 
was  forced  to  reply:  "I  do  not  know  of 
any  prosecutions  as  to  this  particular 
point  I  do  not  know  of  any  prosecu- 
tions for  violations  of  the  law  where 
men  were  required  to  go  between  the 
cars  to  couple  as  the  result  of  sharp 
curves." 

Properly  construed,  there  could  not 
be  any  stronger  argimient  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  amendment,  as  compre- 
hended in  Bill  13477,  than  this  ad- 
mission of  the  only  man  who  appeared 
against  it  at  the  recent  "hearings." 
One  of  the  greatest  essentials  in  the 
provisions  of  any  legislative  enact- 
ment, state  or  national,  is  the  means 
for  the  enforcement  of  its  specific  re- 
quirements. The  Safety  Appliance 
Act,  as  it  now  reads,  has  proved  want- 
ing in  this  one  great  essential.  The 
proposed  amendment  fully  meets  this 
want  in  the  only  way  by  which  suc- 
cessful prosecution  can  be  conducted. 

First,  it  will  have  the  positive  effect 


to  demonstrate  to  the  commission 
and  the  public  what  coupling  designs 
in  use  possess  those  inherent  defects 
and  limitations  which  make  them  fail 
in  their  automatic  functions  when  it 
comes  to  coupling  cars  on  the  numerous 
curves  with  which  the  freight  yards 
of  the  country  abound. 

Second,  it  provides  for  the  official 
(legal)  condemnation  of  these  coup- 
lers and  requires  their  retirement  from 
service  within  a  specified  time,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  requires  that  all  coup- 
ling designs — including  the  train-pipe 
couplers — shall  be  automatic,  so  that 
men  will  hav^  no  occasion  to  go  be* 
tween  the  cars  at  any  time  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  ordinary  duties.  On 
this  point  Bro.  Fuller  cannot  deny 
that  the  trainmen,  whose  brotherhood 
he  essays  to  represent,  will  be  the  equal 
beneficiaries — if  not  to  same  degree — 
as  the  switchmen. 

If  Bro.  Fuller's  opposition  was  pre- 
dicated, solely,  upon  certain  phrases 
which  he  contended  would  nullify  other 
important  features  of  the  original  act, 
it  will  be  the  easiest  thing  "in  the 
world"  to  provide  against  such  a  con- 
tingency. Both  Mr.  Esch  and  Mr. 
Ryan  were  prompt  to  remark  upon  the 
ease  with  which  the  bill  in  question 
could  be  modified  so  as  to  maintain 
all  of  the  essentials  of  the  original  act 
It  was  also  readily  conceded  by  the 
chairman.  Since  our  return  home  we 
have  formulated  an  additional  section 
to  this  effect  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Sec.  8.  That  the  provisions  and  re- 
quirements of  this  act  shall  not  be 
construed  to  relieve  said  common  car- 
riers of  any  of  the  duties,  liabilities 
or  penalties  of  said  act  of  March  sec- 
ond, eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  and  all  amendments  thereto 
pending  a  full  and  complete  compli- 
ance with  all  the  provisions  and  re- 
quirements of  this  act,  and  all  of  the 
provisions  and  requirements  of  said 
Act   of   March   2d,   eighteen   hundred 
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and  ninety-three,  which  are  not  speci- 
fically amended  by  this  Act  shall  con- 
tinue in  full  force  and  effect  from  and 
after  the  p&ssage  of  this  Act" 

Mr.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee,  made  some  suggestion 
about  the  railroads'  straightening  out 
their  curves  so  that  the  couplers  in  use 
would  be  made  to  conform  to  all  the 
requirements  of  the  present  law.  Such 
an  idea  could  not,  for  a  moment,  be 
entertained  by  one  familiar  with  con- 
ditions in  the  freight  yards  of  our  large 
cities,  or  even  the  highways  as  to  that 
matter.  As  to  the  former,  and  taking 
as  an  illustration  such  a  t^ity  as  Buffalo, 
fully  two-thirds  of  the  present  track- 
age, sidings,  etc.,  would  have  to  be 
abandoned,  and  today  the  problem  in 
all  cities  is  to  get  tracks  enough  to 
handle  the  traffic. 


DOCS  A  CONSPIRACY  EXIST 
AGAINST  THE  RAILWAY 
BROTHERHOODS? 

This  is  a  question  which  is  now  up 
to  every  member  of  a  railway  em- 
ployes' union.  On  another  page  we 
publififh  an  editorial  from  the  Railway 
Age,  of  March  13th,  under  the  caption 
of,  "Relations  Between  Railways  and 
Their  Employes." 

This  is  the  third  of  a  series  of  ar- 
ticles which  have  been  published  and 
reviewed  in  the  Joubnal  within  the 
last  three  months  that  clearly  indicate 
a  well-devised  plfm  to  saddle  upon  the 
several  railway  labor  organizations  all 
the  culpability  which  the  railroads' 
mad-administrations  have  made  so  con- 
spicuous wHhin  the  last  three  or  four 
years. 

First,  there  was  published  in  the 
Railroad  Gazette  of  January  31st,  an 
"Open  Letter,"  by  the  editor  of  that 
Journal  addressed  to  the  "newspapers" 
of  the  country,  and  which  this  Joubital 
republished  in  the  March  issue,  with  a 
review  of  its  main  features  in  which 


the  writer  undertook  to  direct  the  pub- 
lic's attention  to  what  he  contended 
was  the  railway  employes'  "wholesale 
disregard  of  orders"  that  constituted 
the  primary  cause  of  ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  persistently  increasing  railway 
casualty  record.  Second,  the  Atlantic 
Monthly f  in  its  January  and  February 
editions,  contained  an  article  in  two 
instalments  that  purported  to  be  the 
"Confessions  of  a  Signalman,"  which 
was  reviewed  in  the  March  issue  of 
this  JoiTBNAL,  in  which  the  craven  au- 
thor went  the  Oazette  "one  better"  in 
the  measure  of  dastardly  outrage  when 
it  comes  to  a  computation  of  the  de- 
gree of  infamy  that  must  inevitably 
characterize  the  efforts  which  are  now 
being  put  forth  by  the  minions  and 
sponsors  of  the  railway  chieftains  of 
the  country  to  provide  for  their 
clientele  a  stockade  from  which  they 
can  discharge  their  shafts  of  calumny 
while  they  seek  to  screen  their  miser- 
able personalities  from  the  well  di- 
rected shafts  01  a  righteous  public  in- 
dignation. 

Not  to  be  outdone  in  the  measure  of 
moral  turpitude  of  which  such  dastard- 
ly expedients  will  prove  the  inevitable 
exponent,  the  Railtoay  Age  now  con- 
tributes its  chapter  of  vilification  and 
slanderous  exudation  with  which  these 
journalistic  libelants  are  striving  to 
poison  the  public  mind. 

In  reviewing  this  last  Journalistic 
ptyalism  it  will  be  necessary  to  place 
before  the  reader,  according  to  our  con- 
cept, an  epitome  of  the  Age*8  conten- 
tions which  are  set  fort.h  in  certain 
complementary  clauses;  the  first  of 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"Discipline,  efficiency  and  loyalty 
were  all  seriously  impaired  in  the  re- 
cent period  of  prosperity." 

Following  this  averment  the  Age 
proceeds  to  show  how  the  demand  for 
labor,  during  the  aforesaid  prosperous 
period,  opened  the  way  for  the  admis- 
sion of  a  large  number  of  incompetent 
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and  irresponsible  laborers  predicated 
upon  the  fact  that  "the  demand  for 
labor  was  so  great  that  the  companies 
had  to  hire  men  with  little  or  no  in- 
quiry as  to  their  fitness,  and  many  who 
were  shiftless^  reckless  and  unskilled 
got  into  railway  service."  Admitting 
that  there  is  a  measure  of  truth  in  the 
Age'8  contention  on  this  point  does  it 
follow  that  the  labor  unions  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  incompetency  and 
lack  of  skill  on  the  part  of  these  nov- 
ices in  handling  railway  traffic?  Ac- 
cording to  our  knowledge  of  the  rules 
governing  the  admission  of  an  appli- 
cant for  membership  in  any  of  the  ex- 
isting railway  brotherhoods  a  man 
must  serve  an  apprenticeship  and  dem- 
onstrate his  competency  in  the  line  of 
his  specific  duties  before  he  can  be  re- 
garded as  eligible  to  such  membership. 
If  such  'Hncompetent  and  shiftless** 
men  have  found  their  way  into  the 
unions  it  is  because  the  railroads 
which  employ  such  have  furnished — 
incidentally  at  least — credentials  of 
their  "fitness"  whether  they  were  en- 
titled to  it  or  not.  A  man's  considera- 
tion for  membership  by  any  labor  or- 
ganization always  comes  after  he  is 
known  to  have  done  service  in  that 
particular  line  of  work.  For  example, 
a  man  who  ha^  done  service  only  as  a 
switchman  cannot  secure  membership 
in  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen,  and  vice  versa.  Again,  it 
has  been  the  policy,  all  along  of  the 
railroads  to  recruit  their  constantly 
depleting  ranks  of  employes  with  those 
who  have  never  affiliated  with  any  of 
the  brotherhooos  hoping  in  that  way  to 
develop  and  perpetuate  a  non-union 
sentiment.  In  pursuit  of  this  policy 
"raw  men"  have  been  given  the  prefer- 
ence to  experienced  hands  where  the 
latter  have  been  known  to  have  once 
belonged  to  a  labor  organization. 
Again,  the  bare  fact  that  the  railroads 
are  striving  to  keep  their  complement 
of   employes    down    to   the   narrowest 


margin  furnishes  the  smallest  oppor- 
tunity to  maintain  a  standard  of  ef- 
ficiency among  those  engaged  in  the 
regular  service.  When  we  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  ranks 
of  these  men  are  being  constantly  de- 
pleted by  the  death  and  injury  record 
— sixty-five  thousand  of  whom  were 
killed  or  disabled  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30th,  1907 — it  follows,  as  a 
self-evident  proposition,  that  the  places 
of  these  men  must  be  fidled  from  some 
source  or  other.  Where  do  these  neces- 
sary recruits  come  from?  Naturally 
from  the  ranks  of  the  '^unskilled  and 
incompetent."  As  soon  as  such  men 
are  engaged  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by 
accident  they  are  mixed  in  with  those 
who  are  left  of  the  "experienced  and 
skilled"  so  that  the  latter  might  be- 
come their  tutors  while  they  are  held 
responsible  for  the  shortcomings  of  the 
novice.  Of  course  where  the  man  of 
experience  and  skill  was  a  member  of 
some  union,  that  to  which  his  line  of 
duties  would  properly  have  assignetJ 
him,  his  object  would  be  to  have  his 
pupil  to  qualify  for  membership  in  the 
same  order  as  soon  as  he  was  prac- 
tically able  to.  The  raw  recruit  soon 
finds  it  to  his  interest  to  qualify  him- 
self for  such  membership — if  he  is  not 
of  the  shiftless  sort — in  order  that  he 
might  have  some  measure  of  protection 
from  the  dangers  Incidental  to  his  new 
routine  of  duties  and  an  indemnity  In 
case  of  accident.  Before  the  order  to 
which  he  applies  for  membership  can 
accept  him  his  physical  and  mental, 
and,  we  might  say,  moral  condition 
must  be  passea  upon  by  competent  ex- 
perts. If  he  falls- to  measure  up  to 
the  required  standard  the  order  or 
union  in  question  will  not  assume  such 
risk  as  admission  to  its  membership 
would  entail.  This  Is  the  policy  of  all 
railroad  as  well  as  other  labor  organi- 
zations. What  then,  incidentally  at 
least,  can  labor  unions  be  counted  on 
to  provide  for  those  who  employ  men 
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from  their  membership?  The  anewer 
is  simple  enough — competency  and 
skill  which  cannot  be  acquired  throufi^h 
any  other  agency.  Is  it  good  policy 
then,  to  say  nothing  of  the  vicious 
principle — ^for  the  railroads  to  pursue 
a  course  of  calumny  and  vilification 
towards  those  organizations  from 
which  they  derive  benefits  that  are  to 
be  secured  turough  no  other  source? 
What  opportunity  have  the  railroads 
to  maintain  a  standard  of  efficiency  or 
skill  among  the  ranks  of  their  em?- 
ployes  outside  of  those  labor  organiza- 
tions that  are  continually  engaged  in 
fitting  men  for  the  duties  assigned 
them  through  their  respective  unions? 
The  railroads  may  contend  that  a 
standard  of  efficiency  can  be  main- 
tained without  the  medium  of  labor 
organizations,  but  the  record  of  the 
past  clearly  demonstrates  how  utterly 
baseless  is  such  a  contention.  Where- 
ever  the  railroads  have  undertaken  to 
employ  men  without  previous  affilia- 
tions with  labor  unions  they  have 
found  sudh  men  crude  and  incompetent 
and  doubtless  nine-tenths  of  the  disas- 
ters which  have  proved  to  result  from 
non-compliance  with  orders  could 
easily  be  traced  to  men  without  pre-' 
vious  knowledge  or  understanding  of 
the  duties  devolving  upon  them,  for 
example  a  diversity  of  given  signals 
is  the  principal  reliance  by  operatives 
engaged  in  moving  railway  traffic.  No 
one  can  question  the  fact  that  it  takes 
a  long  series  of  training  to  so  familiar- 
ize an  employe  with  the  significance  of 
these  various  signals  at  a  glance  to 
promptly  respond  to  the  orders  given 
through  them.  How  easy,  then,  for  a 
man  not  so  thoroughly  familiar  with 
them  to  either  give  the  wrong  signal 
or  misconstrue  a  given  signal  when 
upon  a  correct  construction  of  such 
signal  there  daily  depends  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  thousands  of  employes 
and  passengers. 


As  to  that  paragraph  in  which  the 
Age  contends  for  "unrestricted  power 
in  disciplining  and  promoting  em- 
ployes" the  JouBNAL  sees  no  objection 
to  the  highest  measure  of  efficiency  be- 
ing the  rule,  primarily,  for  such  pro- 
motion, but  is  that  really  what  the  Age 
is  contending  for?  Such  efficiency  is 
invariably  determined  by  a  man's  rank 
in  the  line  of  "seniority"  where  his 
order  places  him.  We  challenge  the 
Age  to  show  a  single  case  in  which 
any  railway  organization  has  con- 
tended for  the  advancement  of  a  man 
who  is  incompetent  to  hold  or  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  such  position  as 
he  is  promoted  to  and  simply  because 
he  is  in  the  line  of  "seniority."  The 
real  object  of  the  Ag^s  contention  on 
this  point  is  to  place  the  several  rail- 
way organizations  in  a  position  where 
they  will  have  no  voice  whatever  in 
the  promotion  of  a  man  so  that  the 
management  can  control  such  a  man 
at  their  will,  and  doubtless  the  first 
measure  of  ''fitness"  which  such  a  man 
would  be  called  upon  to  show  would 
be  his  ability  to  betray  his  own  former 
constituency  when  occasion  should  re- 
quire. Such  treachery  the  unions  must 
be  ever  on  the  alert  to  guard  against 
Otherwise  disintegration  is  inevitable. 

The  next  paragraph  undertakes  to 
show  how  "increase  of  wages  to  em- 
ployes has  resulted  in  a  decline  of  the 
standard  of  efficiency,"  This  "hyper- 
hole"  was  thoroughly  treated  in  the 
April  issue  of  the  Joubwal  in  the  ar- 
ticle entitled  "Confessions  of  a  Signal- 
man," and  is  not  worthy  of  further 
consideration. 

In  its  final  summary  of  indictments 
against  the  several  labor  unions  the 
Age  attempts  to  hold  them  responsible 
for  the  decline  of  business,  the  shrink- 
age of  values  In  the  nature  of  railroad 
stocks  and  bonds,  the  falling  off  of 
"dividends"  to  the  stockholders,  all  be- 
cause the  respective  orders  have  not 
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united  In  an  **organized  effort"  to  op- 
pose snch  legislation  as  the  "system" 
considers  inimical  to  its  interests, 
snch  as  a  "scheme  for  valuing  railways 
with  a  view  to  reducing  the  earnings 
of  all,"  the  "railway  rate  bill"  and 
other  like  measures.  On  the  other 
hand  the  Age  seeks  to  arraign  the 
anions  for  their  efforts  to  secure  the 
perfection  and  passage  of  such  meas- 
ures as  the  "Safety  Appliance  Law," 
the  "Employers'  Liability  Act,"  and 
others  calculated  to  give  the  member- 
ship greater  protection  than  is  now 
afforded.  In  the  first  place  it  is  not 
the  province  of  the  unions  to  antago- 
nize tnat  which  may  be  for  the  public 
weal  which  are  matters,  solely,  for  the 
public  to  consider.  In  the  second  place 
no  better  answer  can  be  made  in  sup- 
port of  the  unions'  contentions  for 
those  laws  which  are  calculated  to  give 
them  immunity  from  danger  than  the 
following  article  from  the  Arena.  Let 
the  Age  read  this  article  and  be 
warned  in  time: 

"THE  ULTIMATE  ISSUE  INVOLVED 
IN    RAILROAD    ACCIDENTS." 

The  widespread  discussion  of  the 
question  of  railroad  accidents  which 
has  been  carried  on  so  vigorously 
during  the  past  six  months  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  has  brought  to  light 
the  fact  that  more  than  half  the  acci- 
dents to  travelers  and  employes  are 
avoidable.  This  discussion  has  made 
plain,  furthermore,  that  the  expense 
involved  in  the  abolition  of  avoidable 
accidents  is  very  far  from  prohibitory 
— that  in  fact  this  expense  could  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  yearly  in- 
crease in  railroad  profits,  or  out  of  the 
yearly  surplus  profits  of  roads,  with- 
out in  any  way  interfering  with  usual 
honest  dividends  to  the  stockholders. 
(See  "Can  Americans  Afford  Safety  In 
Railroad  Travel."  McClure's  Maga- 
zine, August,  1907.) 


Moreover,  if  the  railroads  should 
attempt  by  a  Juggling  of  accounts  to 
dispute  this  proposition,  it  might 
easily  be  shown  that  there  is  still  an- 
other huge  reservoir  of  capital  avail- 
able for  this  purpose — ^the  ever-swell- 
ing, non-productive,  dead  sea  of  rail- 
road stock.  It  would  seem  wiser, 
therefore,  on  the  part  of  the  railroads 
not  to  enter  into  any  discussion  or 
contest  which  would  tend  to  drag  this 
question  into  the  foreground,  for  if 
ever  the  American  people  are  called 
upon  to  render  a  decision  as  to  the 
right  of  financiers  to  coin  the  bones 
and  blood  of  railroad  victims  into  divi- 
dends on  fictitious  values  there  seems 
to  be  little  doubt  as  to  the  probable 
nature  of  their  verdict 

Homicidal  Economicb  Must  Stop. 

In  the  face  of  these  undeniable 
facts,  it  seems  to  have  at  least  become 
apparent,  to  railroads  as  well  as  to  the 
public,  that  a  continuation  of  the  pres- 
ent policy  of  economy  in  railroad  man- 
agement at  the  cost  of  human  life  is 
impossible.  At  the  next  session  of 
Congress  legislation  will  doubtless  be 
enacted,  requiring  the  introduction  of 
some  of  the  most  successful  safety  ap- 
pliances on  all  passenger-carrying 
roads  as  well  as  the  carrying  out  of 
other  needed  reforms,  such  as  the 
abolition  or  effective  guarding  of 
grade  crossings.  But  unfortunately 
this  is  very  far  from  being  all  that  is 
required.  What  railroad  managers 
need  most  desperately  today  is  not 
greater  technical  competence  or  bet- 
ter financial  backing,  but  rather  a 
new  spirit,  a  change  of  ideals,  a  large 
increase  in  more  capital  with  which 
for  the  past  few  years  they  have  been 
doing  business. 

The  statement  of  a  Western  railroad 
ofiicial  to  me  recently  that  "a  large 
percentage  of  our  railroad  accidents 
was  due  to  the  belief  on  the  part  of 
directors  that  it  costs  less  to  pay  for 
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accidents  tlian  to  prevent  them/'  is 
deeply  significant.  The  fact  that  this 
remark  was  made  with  no  apparent 
relish  on  his  part,  but  pensively  and 
solemnly  as  one  would  speak  of  the 
awful  and  inevitable  catastrophes 
which  result  from  the  blind  and  mer- 
ciless workings  of  the  forces  of  na- 
ture, serves  to  call  our  attention  once 
more  to  the  gruesome  fact  that  how- 
ever humane  railroad  officials  may  be 
personally,  in  their  official  capacity 
they  too  often  become  only  so  many 
cogs  in  a  complicated  and  conscience- 
less mechanism  which  knows  but  one 
supreme  purpose — the  extraction  from 
the  public  of  the  largest  possible  divi- 
dends on  the  largest  possible  quantity 
of  watered  stock.  For  this  reason  it 
becomes  clear  that  in  the  great  work 
of  social  reconstruction  which  lies  be- 
fore us,  the  first  practical  step  to  be 
taken  consists  of  the  modest  work  of 
raising  our  corporate  morality  from 
the  level  of  the  hyena  and  the  tiger  to 
the  pitifully  unsatisfactory  but  dis- 
tinctly higher  standard  already  at- 
tained by  individuals. 

An  Appalling  Situation. 
The  whole  world  was  horrified  last 
year  at  the  stories  sent  out  from  Italy 
by  newspaper  correspondents  concern- 
ing the  state  of  demoralization  in 
which  Italian  railroads  found  them- 
selves. I  made  a  special  trip  from 
Paris  to  Rome  in  order  to  investigate 
the  matter  and  find  out,  if  possible,  the 
cause  of  this  extraordinary  situation, 
which  reached  its  climax  three  months 
after  the  government  had  taken  the 
railroads  out  of  the  hands  of  the  pri- 
vate companies.  In  Italy  I  was  asked, 
as  I  had  been  in  each  of  the  different 
European  countries  studying  the  rail- 
road problem,  how  American  railroads 
compared  with  European  lines.  My 
response  was  invariably  that  while 
from  a  social  and  political  standpoint 
our   roads   left   much   to   be   desired, 


while  they  were  tsrrants  in  the  world 
of  business,  while  they  were  debauch- 
ers  of  our  political  life,  that  from  a 
mechanical  and  economic  standpoint 
they  probably  were  as  good  as  the  best 
in  the  world.  What  was  my  amaze- 
ment, therefore,  in  arriving  in  this 
country  last  autumn,  to  find  that  traffic 
on  all  the  roads  in  the  Northwest  was 
in  a  worse  state  of  demoralization  than 
it  had  been  on  the  Italian  lines  the 
year  before.  Government  inspectors 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, men  who  are  constantly  going 
ajbout  examining  the  condition  of  the 
roads,  told  me  that  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  them  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
today  are  being  run  with  an  utter  dis- 
regard for  sound  business  principles; 
that  any  one  can  walk  along  miles  of 
track  pulling  up  spikes  with  his 
fingers  from  rotten  ties;  that  new  and 
heavy  engines  are  being  run  on  such 
light  rails  that  the  wonder  is.  they 
stand  the  strain  as  well  as  they  do, 
and  that  the  roadbeds  have  been  al- 
lowed to  deteriorate  and  become  so 
uneven  that  a  train  going  at  a  moder- 
ate speed  wobbles  until  it  is  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  it  stays  on  track  at 
all.  When  I  first  heard  these  stories 
I  hoped  to  find  that  they  were  exag- 
gerated. But  on  a  recent  trip  to 
Georgia  I  found  them  all  verified  down 
to  their  minutest  details,  and  that  on 
one  of  the  oldest  and  formerly  one  of 
the  best  roads  in  the  State,  viz.,  the 
famous  "Georgia  Railroad,"  known  for 
half  a  century  as  the  "Old  Reliable." 
A  Decadent  Railboad. 
The  attention  of  the  Georgia  Rail- 
road Commission  was  called  to  the  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  "Georgia 
Railroad"  in  a  petition  presented  Jan. 
25th  by  Mr.  Bowdre  Phinlzy,  the  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Augusta  Herald. 
Among  a  large  number  of  facts  which 
Mr.  Phinlzy  and  his  brilliant  young 
attorney,  Mr.  Austin  Branch,  brought 
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before  the  attention  of  the  commission 
are  the  following: 

1.  The  railroad,  of  recent  years, 
has  been  so  managed  as  to  earn  a 
dividend  of  over  13  per  cent,  on  its 
capital  stock  after  paying  the  interest 
charges  of  $138,000  per  annum  on  its 
funded  debt. 

2.  While  from  1895  to  1905  the 
gross  earnings  have  increased  89.7  per 
cent.,  and  the  net  earnings  have  in- 
creased 126.7  per  cent.,  the  amount 
expended  in  maintenance  of  way  have 
increased  only  33  per  cent 

When  this  petition  came  up  for  con- 
sideration, Mr.  Phinizy  went  before 
the  commission  with  a  collection  of 
spikes  which  he  and  his  attorney  had 
pulled  from  rotting  ties  with  their 
own  hands.  The  attorney  for  the  road 
could  not  disprove  these  facts.  More- 
over, to  make  the  confusion  of  the  de- 
fense worse  confounded,  the  ^'Georgia 
Railroad"  had  a  wreck  or  a  break- 
down of  some  sort  about  every  other 
day  during  the  period  of  nearly  two 
months  that  the  case  was  being  con- 
tested before  the  commission.  The 
railroad  urged  in  Its  defense  that  while 
it  was  true  that  accidents  were  fre 
quent  and  that  a  number  of  employes 
had  been  mangled,  killed,  and  even 
parboiled,  yet  up  to  the  present  time 
only  one  passenger  had  been  killed  in 
the  history  of  the  entire  road. 

The  Heabt  of  the  Pboblbm. 

The  problem  of  the  form  of  abuse, 
as  strikingly  exemplified  by  the  "Geor- 
gia Railroad,''  and  which  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission's  inspec- 
tors say  is  a  widespread  condition  on 
American  railroads,  is  a  much  more 
difficult  one  than  that  of  securing  the 
introduction  of  a  few  safety  appliances. 

Our  inexcusable  car  famine  in  the 
Northwest,  the  holocaust  of  death- 
dealing  accidents  through  which  we 
recently  have  come,  as  well  as  the 
tendency  of  all  our  railroads  to  x:on- 


centrate  into  ever  fewer,  astuter,  and 
unworthler  hands,  are  but  symt)toms 
all  of  the  dry-rot  which  permeates  the 
corporation  business  of  our  time.  Ef- 
fective legislation  on  the  subject  not 
only  Is  imperative,  but  it  must  come 
soon  if  we  are  to  escape  an  industrial 
and  political  crisis  from  which  may 
issue  we  know  not  what  sort  of  an  ill- 
advised  and  sweeping  attempt  at  social 
reconstruction.  A  reorganization  of 
commercial  and  industrial  life  along 
saner  and  more  ethical  lines  is  certain 
to  be  brought  about  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. If  we  do  not  wish  this  forward 
movement  to  be  made  along  the  shin- 
ing grooves  of  socialism,  a  concerted 
and  vigorous  effort  must  at  once  be 
started  to  direct  it  into  more  normal 
channels,  if  such  can  be  found. 

The  movement  towards  reform  can- 
not ibe  stopped.  In  another  decade  it 
may  be  even  too  late  to  guide  it.  This 
generation  has  in  its  hands  a  great 
opportunity  and  a  great  responsibility. 
(Signed)  Casl  S.  Vbooman. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


GET  INTO  POLITICS. 

From  an  address  of  Judge  James 
Phelan  of  Detroit,  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North 
America,  delivered  before  the  General 
Executive  Board  of  the  Street  Car- 
men's International  Union,  Detroit, 
March  19.  1908: 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Members  of  Your 
General  Association  Staff,  and  Those 
Associated  With  You  at  This  Time— 
I  feel  it  a  special  courtesy  and  an 
honor  to  me  to  have  received  an  invita- 
tion from  you  to  attend  your  meeting. 
I  feel  it  an  honor  from  the  relative 
positions  we  hold.  Yet  I  feel  close  to 
this  association.  In  fact,  I  am  proud 
that  I  can  say  that  I  am  an  honorary 
member  of  one  of  our  important  indus- 
trial organizations  in  the  transport 
business.  So  I  feel  that  I  have  some 
right  as  well  as  special  privilege  to 
mingle  with  you  and  add  my  counsel 
in    promoting    your    noble    purposes. 
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However,  I  have  nothing  to  offer  upon 
the  outline  of  work  touching  the  de- 
tails of  your  association  which  calls 
you  together  in  your  meetings.  So,  I 
shall  confine  myself  in  what  I  may 
have  to  say  to  some  of  those  things 
that  should,  and  are,  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  general  labor  movement. 

Organized  labor  is  today  confronted 
by  a  condition  and  not  a  theory.  Or- 
ganized labor  is  confronted  by  a  seri- 
ous political  condition.  As  organized 
labor  is  representative  of  all  labor  in 
natural  interests,  so  it  is  that  all  labor 
is  confronted  by  a  serious  political  con- 
dition. Organized  labor  is  the  only  in- 
strument by  which  labor  can  reach  the 
people  or  government.  Organization  is 
the  only  means  by  which  labor  can  let 
its  voice  be  heard  and  its  wants  be 
known.  There  is  nothing  but  disaster 
to  labor  in  non-unionism.  Labor  ex- 
pects nothing  from  non-unionism  but 
low  wages  and  servile  conditions.  Non- 
unionism  is  without  purpose  and  is 
possible  only  from  a  too  often  to-be- 
disappointed  hopefulness  that  the  ne- 
cessity forcing  work  upon  the  indivi- 
dual may  be  transitory.  So,  nothing  is 
expected  in  the  way  of  improving  and 
protecting  labor's  conditions  from  the 
non-unionist.  He  is  helpless  from  the 
very  nature  of  his  unionism,  no  mat- 
ter of  how  good  intentions.  I  make 
this  point  to  illustrate  that  the  poli- 
tical conditions  that  so  seriously  men- 
ace the  interests  of  labor,  like  other 
distressing  influences  that  afflict  la- 
bor's prosperity,  is  severely  up  to  or- 
ganized labor  to  seek  a  remedy  and  en- 
force it. 

Political  conditions  and  Influences 
must  be  effected  politically.  It  is  true 
of  labor  as  of  capital.  The  next  elec- 
tion will  be  an  all-important  one.  It 
will  embrace  the  election  of  the  high- 
est executive  officer  of  the  nation. 
With  the  election  of  that  officer  will  be 
carried  and  flxed  political  policies  that 
will  have  much  to  do  with  the  future 
conditions  of  labor.  Your  interest  now 
demands  that  you  take  political  action. 
You  can't  ignore  it  and  conserve  the 
affairs  of  labor  placed  under  your  su- 
pervision. Or<ganized  labor  must  be 
consistent  and  engage  in  political  ac- 
tivity. You  can't  sit  idly  by  and  per- 
mit the  enemies  of  organization  to  fix 
and  perpetuate  disruptive  political  pol- 
icies. You  have  got  to  get  into  politics 
to  defeat  their  purposes.  Yours  must 
be  a  campaign  of  education.  You  must 
awaken  your  membership  to  the  im- 


portance of  the  situation  and  offer  to 
them  a  well  outlined  and  consistent  po- 
litical policy.  They  must  understand 
how  you  want  them  to  pursue  it.  You 
cannot  afford  to  see  your  enemies  in 
political  triumph  as  a  result  of  the 
next  election.  The  courts  stand  upon 
questions  of  labor  very  much  in  ac- 
cord with  the  labor  policies  of  the 
dominant  political  party.  The  Supreme 
Ck>urt  sustains  the  lower  courts  in 
such  a  policy. 

The  lay  member  af  organized  labor 
looks  to  the  administration  of  his  or- 
ganization for  advice  upon  these  mat- 
ters. He  hasn't  the  time  to  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  serious  questions  and 
provide  a  plan  for  united  action.  He 
can't  reach  his  fellow  lay  members  to 
get  them  with  him.  He  expects  his  ad- 
ministration or  those  in  whose  hands 
he  has  placed  the  affairs  of  his  organi- 
zation to  do  it  for  him.  In  seeking  to 
carry  on  effectively  such  educational 
work  we  come  to  the  Importance  of  the 
labor  publication.  That  is  the  feature 
of  work  that  should  be  encouraged. 
You  cannot  use  the  capitalistic  press. 
You  are  never  fairly  represented  in  it 
Facts  to  your  interest  are  either  sup- 
pressed or  distorted.  You  get  the 
worst  of  it.  A  special  delight  is  mani- 
fested by  the  average  daily  paper  to 
slander,  distrust  or  belittle  the  labor 
movement  and  its  officials.  There  is 
money  in  such  a  course,  and  the  aver- 
age daily  paper  is  in  the  business  for 
the  money.  You  and  your  cause  can't 
get  Justice  from  them  as  long  as  they 
are  paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  with- 
hold justice  from  you.  So  I  appeal  to 
organized  labor  to  have  and  support 
the  labor  press,  and  each  organization 
should  have  its  periodical  throug:h 
which  to  reach  its  lay  members.  Then 
take  up  this  political  interest  and  pro- 
mote the  election  of  men  whom  you 
know  are  the  friends  of  organized  la- 
bor. 

You  have  much  political  work  before 
you.  You  have  the  recent  rulings  of 
the  courts  upon  the  injunction  and 
boycott.  You  know  the  nature  of  those 
decisions.  You  know  the  effect  they 
will  have  if  laws  are  not  so  changed 
as  to  render  them  nugatory.  You  know 
how  certain  mercenary  employers  of 
labor  wish  to  flood  our  labor  market 
with  Japanese  and  Chinese.  You  know 
how  important  it  is  to  the  employment 
of  labor  to  promote  the  shorter  hour 
day  law.  Above  all,  you  want  the  free 
and  unfettered  right  to  resist  all  kinds 
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of  liberty-destroying  tyranny  by  strike 
if  need  be.  You  want  the  right  to 
withdraw  your  patronage  from  the  em- 
ployer who  discharges  yon  because  yon 
Join  your  organization  and  thereby  as- 
sert your  manhood. 

I  picture  a  city  of  homes  and  indus- 
try where  peace  and  happiness  reign. 
The  masters  of  industry  have  grown 
rich  and  powerful  from  the  fruits  of 
the  toil  of  others.  The  toiler  is  a  good 
citizen  with  a  family,  has  helped  to 
build  and  beautfy  the  town  as  a  home 
of  contentment  and  happiness.  His 
handiwork  is  represented  in  its  flow- 
ers, trees  and  parks  that  please  the 
eye  of  man  and  offer  objects  of  en- 
chantment to  our  children  and  visitors. 
It  is  the  happy  home  of  the  toiler. 
Then  comes  the  stranger  into  that 
town  to  unite  with  some  greedy  em- 
ployer to  lower  the  standard  of  livinc: 
to  that  toiler.  The  stranger  has  con- 
tributed nothing  to  the  beauty,  pros- 
perity and  industries  of  that  town! 
He  has  come  to  take  from  and  despoil 
all  these  to  gratify  the  greed  of  that 
employer!  Tell  me  that  I  must  rule 
against  the  home  toiler,  the  man  who 
is  our  good  citizen,  that  he  may  not 
have  the  right  to  go  to  that  stranger 
and  tell  him  what  he  is  doing?  Shall 
our  courts  take  our  good  citizen  and 
thrust  him  into  Jail  and  call  his  act 
a  crime  against  society?  What  crime 
has  he  committed  by  endeavoring  to 
peacefully  persuade  that  stranger  to 
abandon  his  Job?  He  has  the  right  to 
do  that  act  and  protect  the  prosperity 
of  himself,  his  home  and  town.  That 
man  commits  no  crime.  Yet  the  court, 
upon  appeal  from  the  employer,  issues 
an  injunction  against  our  good  citizen. 
The  toller  yet  believes  he  has  a  right 
to  approach  the  scab  and  plead  with 
him  not  to  rob  him  of  his  Job.  He  is 
brought  before  the  court,  asks  for  a 
Jury  trial,  is  refused  it,  and  thrust  into 
Jail  with  the  lowest  criminals.  I  do 
not  believe  any  court  has  the  inherent 
right  to  rob  any  man  of  trial  by  Jury 
in  such  cases. 

That  for  which  organized  labor 
stands  is  Just  and  rig^ht.  All  that  for 
which  organized  labor  stands  is  con- 
sistent with  the  health  and  happiness 
of  any  city,  state  or  nation.  Then  it  is 
to  the  interest  of  society  that  organ- 
ized labor  shall  not  be  fettered  by  bad 
laws  and  indiscriminate  court  injunc- 
tions. 

Your  labor  men  are  not  dangerous 
men.    I  know  some  of  them.    They  are 


safe  men.  No  one  can  tell  me  that 
your  International  President,  W.  D. 
Mahon,  would  be  an  unsafe  man  to 
serve  the  people  in  the  United  States 
Ck>ngres6.  He  is  able  and  honest  It 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  there  were 
enough  such  men  as  he  in  Congress  to 
control  the  nation's  legislation.  •  The 
people  would  profit  by  it  and  the  rec- 
ords of  legislation  would  be  no  dis- 
credit to  the  country.  You  can  get  an 
able,  honest  faian  every  time  you  go  to 
organized  labor  for  him.  I  only  wish 
we  could  so  rely  upon  a  random  selec- 
tion in  other  circles. 

In  closing,  I  urge  upon  organized 
labor  to  study  her  political  interests 
and  politically  know  and  defeat  her 
enemies  and  elect  her  friends. 


WHY  ENGLAND  DECLINED  TO 
ADOPT  THE  AMERICAN  DE- 
SIGN (MASTER  CAR  BUILD- 
ERS' TYPE)  OP  COUPLER. 

When  we  were  in  attendance,  March 
19th,  at  the  "hearings"  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Com- 
merce at  Washington,  we  were  asked 
the  question  by  the  chairman  if  Eng- 
land had  the  "automatic  coupler"  in 
general  use.  Our  answer,  which  was 
"I  believe  they  have,"  was  predicated 
upon  what  we  knew  of  England's  agi- 
tation of  this  subject  before  the  "Royal 
Commission"  several  years  ago,  and  we 
had  concluded  that  some  form  of  an 
automatic  coupler  had  been  adopted  by 
the  British  Board  of  Trade  as  the  re- 
sult. Upon  being  corrected  by  the  chair- 
man, who  spoke  of  his  personal  knowl- 
edge, we  decided  to  investigate  the 
record  of  England's  effort  in  this  line 
upon  our  return.  As  the  result  of  such 
investigation  we  have  the  following 
facts  to  place  before  our  readers. 

In  the  year  1899  a  deputation  from 
England  came  to  this  country  to  in- 
vestigate the  workings  and  result  of 
the  "automatic  coupler"  which  had 
come  into  general  use  since  the  passage 
of  the  "Safety  Appliance  Act"  of  1893. 
Upon  the  return  of  this  "deputation" 
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to  England  a  "hearing"  was  given  by 
the  Royal  Commission  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing excerpt,  taken  from  the  tran- 
script as  published*  in  the  Railroad 
Gazette  of  July  7th,  1899,  is  repub- 
lished herewith.  The  "hearing"  was 
given  on  June  16th,  1899: 

"The    Board    of    Trade    had    been 
pressed  for  some  years  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  automatic  couplings,  labels 
on  both  sides  of  the  vehicle  and  of  a 
handbrake  which  could  be  applied  from 
either    side.      In    1893    the   Interstate 
Commerce    Commission    recommended 
the  adoption  of  automatic  couplers  to 
Congress.    The  effect  of  this  legislation 
appeared  from  the  report  of  the  Inter- 
state   Commerce    Commission    which 
shows  that  on  July  1st,  out  of  a  total 
of    1,113,745    cars    (reported)    784,596 
were  equipped  with  automatic  couplers. 
Mr.  Hopwood  stated  the  couplers  were 
of  the  standard  Janney  type,  or,  as  it 
was  now  called,  M.  C.  B.  coupler,  which 
Implied  interchangeabillty.    He  admit- 
ted that  there  was  not  sufficient  play 
in  the  M.  C.  B.  coupler  to  enable  a 
truck  with  rigid  wheels  to  go  round 
very  sharp  curves.     Speaking  of  the 
adaptability  of  the  M.  C.  B.  coupler  to 
English    rolling    stock,    Mr.    Hopwood 
said  it  was  more  applicable  to  the  old 
form  of  American  coupler,  which  was  a 
central  coupler  by  means  of  a  link  and 
pin   and,   therefore,   could   not  be   so 
readily  adapted  to  the  English  system 
of  the  hook  and  chain,  but  if  modified 
he  thought  It  could  be  made  to  meet: 
the  difficulty  of  rigid  wheels.    The  first 
testimony  got  out  of  the  witness  was 
that  the  old  American  link  and  pin  sys- 
tem which  the  automatic  coupler  had 
superceded,  could  not  be  worked  with 
the  shunting  pole  and  that,  therefore,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  men 
in  America  to  go  between  the  vehicles. 
The  next  point  was  that,  whereas,  in 
America  the  link  and  pin  had  always 
been  in  vogue  in  this  country,  the  hook 
and   chain   had   to  be   used   plus   the 


shunting   pole.      Sir    Charles    Scotter 
then  produced  comparative  figures  of 
killed  and  injured  for  1890  and  1897. 
but  Mr.  Hopwood  urged  that  there  was 
'no  common  data'  for  comparison.   Sir 
Charles  got   the   admission,   however, 
that    assuming   the    number    of   men 
operating  traffic  to  be  about  the  same, 
about  four  times  as  many  were  killed 
and  seven  times  as  many  were  injured 
in  America  as  in  the  United  Kingdom." 
The  reader  will  note  that  this  "hear- 
ing" took  place  in  1899,  nearly  nine 
years  ago.    Since  then  the  law  requir- 
ing monthly  reports  of  all  accidents  on 
the  railways  and  manner  in  which  such 
accidents    happened,    was   enacted   by 
Congress,  and  under  its  operation  twen- 
ty-five "Quarterly  Accident  Bulletins" 
nave  been  Issued  by  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission.    The  first  bulletin 
issued  was  for  the  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th,  1901,  which  showed  less 
than  14,000  casualties.    The  last,  twen- 
ty-fifth bulletin,  showed  a  total  of  23,- 
063  accident,  including  1,399  killed,  or 
an  increase  of  eighty-five  per  cent  In 
casualties  In  six  years.    On  the  other 
hand,  accident  statistics  in  the  United 
Kingdom  do  not  show  ten  per  cent  in- 
crease.    From  a  comparison  of  these 
facts  and  figures  the  conclusion  is  In- 
evitable that  where  the  proportion  of 
accidents  was  four  times  as  great  in 
this  country  as  it  was  in  Great  Britain 
nine  years  ago,  it  is  six  times  as  great 
at  present,  although  traffic  in  this  coun- 
try has  not  increased  correspondingly. 
We  do  not  just  exactly  understand  Mr. 
Hop  wood's  language  when  he  speaks  of 
a  *'truck  with  rigid  wheels,''  but  have 
reason  to  Infer  that  he  meant  where 
the  trucks  were  "rigid''  It  was  neces- 
sary to   retain   a  certain   amount  of 
flexibility  between  two  cars  coupled  to- 
gether which  could  otherwise  be  only 
at  the  coupling  point    For  this  reason 
the  "hook  and  chain"  was  regarded  as 
supplying   the    necessary   "fiexlbillty" 
which  was  not  the  case  with  the  Ameri- 
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can  type  of  **automatic  coupler:*  It  is 
on  record  that  the  first  thought  of  the 
English  is  to  provide  safeguards  for  the 
protection  of  the  lives  and  limbs  of  its 
passengers  and  employes.  All  other 
problems  in  railway  traffic  are  sub- 
ordinated to  this.  While  the  rigid 
coupler  (American  type)  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  greater  measure  of  dis- 
patch in  handling  traffic,  its  rigidity, 
according  to  English  view,  involves  too 
great  a  hazard  to  the  lives  and  limbs 
of  the  railway  operatives  as  well  as  to 
the  movement  of  trains.  The  "hook 
and  chain"  used  on  English  "freight 
wagons"  are  connected  after  the 
vehicles  are  brought  into  juxtaposition 
by  means  of  a  "shunting  pole,"  while 
tne  "shunter"  stands  entirely  without 
the  line  of  the  cars  to  be  coupled.  This 
may  be  a  slow  process  in  handling 
traffic,  but  it  is  certainly  the  safest 
The  very  important  fact  that  accidents 
in  Great  Britain  are  only  one-sixth 
as  many,  proportionately,  as  they  are 
in  this  country  and  that  in  England, 
the  British  Isles,  all  the  adjustment  of 
the  couplers  is  done  from  without  the 
line  of  the  cars,  is  a  matter  of  great 
significance.  Regarding  the  compiling 
of  accidents  in  Great  Britain  we  would 
emphasize  the  fact  that  in  that  coun- 
try there  are  no  accident  statistics 
included  under  the  head  of  "Other 
Causes,"  or  "While  Doing  Other  Work 
in  and  About  Trains."  In  this  country 
the  accidents  under  this  head  consti- 
tute sixty  per  cent  of  the  total  to  em- 
ployes 


With  the  compilation  and  publica- 
tion of  each  year's  accident  record 
there  is  disclosed,  like  a  series  in 
arithmetical  progression,  conditions 
more  appalling  and  reprehensible  than 
anything  that  precedes  it  in  that  line. 
The  last  year's  Quarterly  Accident 
Bulletin  shows  that  of  the  men  en- 
gaged in  yard  service  3,342  were  killed 
or  three  times  as  many  were  killed  in 


train  accidents;  that  there  were  51,765 
injured  in  yard  service,  or  six  times 
as  many  as  were  injured  in  train  acci- 
dents. Of  these  302  killed,  about  nine 
per  cent,  were  charged  to  coupling, 
and  of  the  injured  3,948,  about  seven 
per  cent  were  enrolled  under  the  lat- 
ter head.  Of  the  record  of  accidents 
ascribed  to  "Other  causes"  2,116  men 
in  yard  service  suffered  death  and  35,- 
661  suffered  injuries.  These  men  were 
all  engaged  in  yard  service  and  their 
principal  duties — ^at  least  ninety  per 
cent  of  them — were  to  do  the  switch- 
ing, coupling  and  uncoupling  of  cars 
in  the  crowded  freight  yards  of  the 
large  cities.  In  the  face  of  such  a 
record,  coming  as  it  does  from  the  In- 
terstate Commerce  Commission's  own 
reports,  we  are  puzzled  to  understand 
where  Secretary  Moseley  gets  his  war- 
rant for  the  averment  that  "it  is  the 
habit  of  the  railway  officials  in  report- 
ing accidents  to  men  whose  business  it 
was  to  do  the  switching,  coupling  and 
uncoupling — ^to  report  them  as  'coup- 
ling accidents'  whether  that  was  really 
the  cause  or  not"  Our  own  opinion  is 
that  if  all  accidents  which  derived 
their  origin  from  defective  couplers 
were  enrolled  under  the  head  of  "coup- 
ling accidents"  the  record  of  "Other 
Causes"  would  be  reduced  seventy-five 
per  cent,  which  would  make  Che 
former  record  to  show  six  times  as 
many  killed  and  eight  times  as  many 
injured  as  are  enrolled  under  the 
record  of  the  former.  Our  opinion  on 
this  point  is  well  predicated  upon  a 
clause  that  appears  in  Accident  Bul- 
letin No.  8,  page  15,  which  refers  to 
a  record  contained  in  "bulletin  4,"  and 
which  reads  as  follows:  "The  table 
shows  that  nearly  all  of  the  coupler 
failures  which  resulted  in  a  collision 
or  derailment  were  reported  as  due  to 
'cause  unknown.'  "  It  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  the  railroads  desire — and 
strive  as  far  as  possible— to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  coupler  defects,  and  if 
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they  make  reports  like  the  above  in 
one  case,  in  the  interest  of  the  coup- 
lers they  are  so  persistent  in  using, 
they  will  certainly  do  it  in  another. 


TWO  QUESTIONS  IN  DISPUTE 

There  was  some  controversy  at  the 
"hearing"  before  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  in  Washington,  March  19th, 
about  the  number  of  coupler  designs 
In  use.  Hon.  B.  A.  Moseley.  Secretary 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, averred  that  there  were  but  five 
or  six  different  designs  in  use.  Our 
own  opinion,  as  we  expressed  it  at  the 
time,  was  that  the  number  in  use  was 
nearer  fifty  than  five,  we  have  found 
as  many  as  twentynsix  still  being  ad- 
vertised in  the  several  railway  jour- 
nals. How  many  more  than  these,  or 
how  many  of  each  of  these  are  in  use, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  say.  In  the 
year  1899  the  Railway  Age  furnished 
an  illustrated  plate  containing  cuts  of 
all  the  knuckle  designs  in  use.  The 
reader  will  understand  that  for  each 
coupler  design  there  must  be  a  specific 
knuckle  design.  The  number  of  knuckle 
designs  shown  on  the  Age*8  plate  ap- 
proximated, if  it  did  not  exceed,  one 
hundred.  Since  then  several  other  de- 
signs have  been  added.  An  effort  was 
made  that  year  at  the  Master  Car 
Builders'  Association,  to  eliminate 
some  of  the  designs  by  a  rule  that  only 
those  couplers  whose  established 
record  showed  that  as  many  as  100,- 
000  cars  had  been  equipped  with  the 
same  should  be  supplied  in  the  future. 
How  many  different  designs  have  been 
eliminated  from  service  by  the  opera- 
tion of  that  rule  we  are  unable  to  say. 
We  do  know,  however,  that  large  addi- 
tions have  been  made  in  the  supply 
of  certain  coupler  designs  of  which 
there  were  but  few  in  use  at  the  time. 
Among  these  are  the  American  Steel 
Foundries  coupler,  The  Majors,  which 
were  patented  since  then,  and  the  Pitt 


coupler.  Admitting,  for  sake  of  the 
argument,  that  Bro.  Moseley  is  correct 
in  his  averment;  that  eighty  per  cent 
of  the  couplers  in  use  are  now  cir- 
cumscribed to  five  or  six  designs,  what 
conclusion  is  inevitable?  If  this 
elimination  of  sp  many  coupler  designs 
has  taken  place  since  1901,  the  year  in 
which  the  first  accident  bulletin  was 
issued,  not  only  has  the  result  shown 
no  decrease  in  casualties,  but  since 
then  the  accident  record  has  almost 
doubled.  For  example,  the  first  year's 
bulletin  record,  which  was  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1902,  showed  of  coup- 
ling accidents  143  killed  and  2,113  in- 
jured, and  of  accidents  ascribed  to 
"Other  Causes"  there  were  1,035  killed 
and  18,615  injured;  in  contrast  with 
this  the  record  for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1907,  showed,  of  coupling 
accidents,  278  killed  and  3,441  injured, 
and  of  accidents  from  "Other  Causes*' 
there  were  2,116  killed  and  35,661  in- 
jured, or  an  increase  in  both  of  these 
"classifications"  of  ninety-five  per  cent, 
in  five  years.  Is  this  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  any  unbiased  mind  that  it  is 
the  defects  in  the  designs  of  the  coup- 
lers in  use — and  not  their  diversity — 
that  continues  to  augment  the  record 
of  casualties;  that  these  defects  consist 
in  their  inherent  limitations,  their 
rigidity  and  unreliable  mechanism  and 
not  in  their  multiplicity?  Certainly 
no  one  can  be  found  who  has  the 
temerity  to  contradict  this  proposition. 


PRESIDENT  HAWLEY  CONVAU 
ESCENT. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  to  our 
anxious  brothers  that  our  Interna- 
tional President  has  almost  entirely  re- 
covered his  usual  good  health,  and  is 
now  attending  to  his  duties  as  chief 
executive  of  our  union. 

Bro.  Hawley's  speedy  recovery  will 
be  hailed  with  delight  by  his  many 
anxious  and  inquiring  friends,  and  it 
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win  be  only  a^  short  time  now  until  he 
Is  able  to  take  the  road  and  respond 
to  their  congratulations  In  person. 

Few,  indeed,  there  were  In  our  union 
who  realized  the  gravity  of  the  affec- 
tion that  for  a  while  threatened  the 
life  of  our  worthy  President,  and  that 
he  has  so  speedily  recovered  is  border- 
ing on  the  miraculous. 

Bro.  Hawley  was.  Indeed,  fortunate, 
and  owes  his  life  to  having  one  of  the 
best  opthalmologists  in  America  at- 
tend him,  and  that  is  none  other  than 
Dr.  James  J.  Mooney  of  Buffalo. 

Dr.  Mooney,  while  >et  a  young  man, 
enjoys  a  national  reputation  as  a  spe- 
cialist, and  these  kind  words  we  speak 
on  account  of  his  modest,  unassuming 
and  democratic  ways,  and  because  if 
any  of  our  brothers  in  or  near  Buffalo 
should  ever  be  unfortunate  enough  to 
suffer  from  mastoiditis  we  advise  them 
to  get  the  best  medical  attendant,  and 
there  is  no  better  in  his  chosen  field  of 
specialization  than  Dr.  James  J. 
Mooney,  and  to  the  skillful  hand  of 
this  young  doctor  we  owe  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  the  life  and  speedy  re- 
covery of  our  International  President. 


GETTING  TOGETHER.    / 

Several  incidents  have  transpired  in 
the  railroad  labor  world  lately  that  im- 
press us  with  the  ausplciousness  of 
the  times  for  a  more  neighborly  feel- 
ing between  certain  warring  brother- 
hoods, and  which  leads  us  to  believe 
the  time  is  now  at  hand  to  form  a 
more  cohesive  alliance  of  the  railroad 
brotherhoods  than  any  that  has  existed 
heretofore. 

Last  month  the  Journal  remarked 
that  while  the  editor  was  visiting  in 
Washington,  that  at  the  same  time  al- 
most all  the  heads  of  the  railway 
brotherhoods  were  in  conference  in  the 
capital,  while  other  grand  lodge  offi- 
cers of  these  same  brotherhoods  were 


holding  like  conferences  in  St.  Paul. 

And  what  for? 

To  discuss  the  wisdom  of  united 
action  against  a  cut  in  wages  on  the 
"Southern"  and  on  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  rail  way  6. 

Bro.  Perham,  president  of  the  Order 
of  Railroad  Telegraphers,  whom  the 
editor  met  while  in  the  capital,  assured 
us  that  the  greatest  degree  of  har- 
mony, unity  and  good  feeling  pervaded 
all  the  conferences  held  in  the  capital. 
The  same  report  Bro.  Hawley  makes 
concerning  the  conference  in  St.  Paul, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  cor- 
roborate Bro.  Hawley*s  report 

In  St.  Paul  the  following  organiza- 
tions participated  in  the  conference 
referred  to,  viz.:  O.  R.  C,  B.  of  R.  T., 
B.  of  L.  E.,  B.  of  L.  F.  &  B.,  and  S.  U. 
of  N.  A. 

The  following  grand  lodge  officers 
acted  as  advisory  counsel  for  the  gen- 
eral adjustment  committees  of  the 
respective  orders,  viz.:  H.  B.  Wills, 
Assistant  Grand  Chief  B.  of  L.  B., 
chairman;  W.  S.  Carter,  Grand  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  B.  of  L.  F.  ^  B., 
secretary;  W.  M.  Clark,  Third  Vice 
President  O.  R.  C;  F.  R.  Dodge,  Vice- 
Grand  Master  B.  of  R.  T.;  F.  T.  Haw- 
ley, International  President  S.  U.  of 
N.  A. 

The  greatest  degree  of  harmony  and 
unity  of  purpose  characterized  the  de- 
liberations of  these  men,  and  they 
showed  their  mental  worth  by  check- 
mating Mr.  Stickney,  when  they  sub- 
mitted the  dispute  to  Messrs.  Krapp 
and  Neal,  as  provided  in  the  Erdman 
Act.  This  adroit  move  prevented  the 
receivers  carrying  the  matter  before 
the  Federal  court. 

What  did  this  unity  of  purpose  re- 
sult in? 

It  resulted  in  this:  that  these  com- 
panies mentioned  had  to  recede  from 
their  position;  that  is,  they  had  to 
back  down. 

Why? 
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Because  the  railway  organizations, 
as  one  man,  declared,  in  no  uncertain 
or  unmistakable  tones,  that  they  would 
tie  up  the  commerce  of  this  country  if 
any  attempt  were  made  to  reduce 
wages  even  a  fraction  of  a  cent.  This 
the  railway  Interests  knew  would  be 
the  result  if  an  attempt  were  made  to 
whittle  on  the  wage  scale,  coilsequently 
the  backdown  by  Mr.  Pinley,  president 
of  the  Southern  Railway,  and  Messrs. 
Stickney  and  Smith,  receivers  for  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  Railway. 

The  culmination  of  these  conferences 
should  be  proof  positive  of  the  efficacy 
of  united  action. 

Why,  then,  should*  there  be  any  hesi- 
tancy in  forming  an  alliance  such  as 
hinted  at? 

Why  is  the  Trainmen*8  Magazine  as 
silent  as  the  tomb  regarding  the  re- 
sults of  these  federated  conferences? 
Why?  Was  it  not  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  the  members  of  the  B.  of  R.  T.? 
Or  is  a  reduction  in  wages  such  an 
insignificant  thing  it  is  not  worth  men- 
tion in  the  official  organ  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Railroad  Trainmen? 

We  hope  it  was  an  oversight  on  the 
editor's  part,  and  that  In  future  issues 
The  Railroad  Trainman  will  be  replete 
with  advocacy  of  an  American  federa< 
tion  of  railway  employes. 


RECEIVERS  WITHDRAW  NOTICE 

Chicago  Great  Western  Railway 
A.   B.   Stickney   and  Chables   H.   F. 
Smith,  Receivers. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  April  9th,  1908. 
Notice  to  Enginemen,  Trainmen  and 
Switchmen: 
Referring  to  the  notice  of  the  re- 
ceivers, dated  February  9th,  1908,  In- 
viting  the   enginemen,  trainmen  and 
switchmen  to  a  Joint  conference  to  be 
held  at  the  office  of  the  General  Super- 
intendent in   St.   Paul,   Minn.,   March 
9th,    1908,    to    consider    a    proposed 


schedule  of  compensation  as  a  substi- 
tute of  existing  schedules  and  notifying 
you  that  the  receivers  will  subsequent- 
ly refer  said  proposed  schedule  to  the 
court  for  approval,  etc. 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  re- 
ceivers hereby  withdraw  said  notice. 

In  withdrawing  this  notice,  the 
kindly  feeling  which  the  committee 
evinced  during  the  discussions  at  the 
conference,  leads  the  receivers  to  be- 
lieve that  all  of  the  enginemen,  train- 
men and  switchmen  will  endeavor  to 
aid  the  management  in  reducing  road 
and  terminal  overtime,  constructive 
mileage  and  consumption  of  coal  to  a 
minimum  so  as  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  operation.  A.  B.  Stickney, 
C.  H.  F.  SMrrH, 

Receivers. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS 

Many  letters  are  received  in  which 
are  announcements  of  raffles  for  quilts, 
pillows,  watches,  etc.,  for  sick  and  dis- 
abled brothers,  or  to  replenish  a  de- 
pleted treasury. 

The  Federal  law  interprets  this  as  a 
lottery,  and  is  very  drastic  and  severe 
on  this  score;  and  while  these  little 
raffles  are  very  small  sins,  if  sins  they 
be,  nevertheless,  if  this  Journal  were 
to  advertise  these  affairs,  or  announce 
the  winning  ticket,  the  editor  would 
be  taking  a  chance  of  going  to  prison, 
paying  a  fine,  and  having  the  Journal 
excluded  from  the  mails. 

You  will  understand  from  this  WHY 
reference  to  raffles  has  been  cut  out  in 
your  letters. 

In  the  future  please  refrain  from 
making  mention  of  the  word  raffle. 

And  another  thing,  let  us  give  you 
a  little  advice:  Do  not  send  raffle 
tickets  through  the  mails.  If  you  do, 
you  violate  the  law,  and  leave  yourself 
liable.  To  illustrate,  we  will  call  your 
attention  to  this  case:  A.  E.  Ireland, 
president    of    the    Iron    City    Trades 
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Council,  is  awaiting  a  hearing  in  a 
Federal  conrt  for  an  infraction  of  the 
antt-lottery  law.  Bro.  Ireland  con- 
ducted a  raffle  for  the  benefit  of  the 
striking  machinists  on  the  Erie  Rail- 
road, and  *'friend8*'  of  organized  labor 
saw  a  chance  to  cause  trouble  for  the 
president  of  the  Iron  City  Trades 
Council,  and  filed  information  with  the 
Federal  authorities  in  Pittsburg. 

These  little  raffles  are  conducted  at 
church  fairs  or  bazaars,  for  sweet 
charity's  sake,  and  no  notice  is  taken 
of  the  incident,  but  it  is  extremely  haz- 
ardous for  a  labor  union  to  do  iden- 
tically the  same  thing.  Therefore,  we 
advise  our  brothers  to  be  careful  lest 
they  transgress  the  law  relating  to 
lotteries. 


Letter  from  First  Vice-President 
Heberiing. 

Watkbloo,  la.,  April  15,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  effect  of  the  panic  has  caused 
many  thousands  to  be  separated  from 
their  jobs,  thrown  out  of  employment, 
vainly  seeking  to  obtain  an  honest 
day's  work.  Other  thousands  have  been 
permitted  to  slave  on  with  a  reduced 
wage  to  eke  out  a  miserable  existence. 
We  are  told  by  some  of  the  poll  par- 
rots of  the  money  power  that  pros- 
perity was  going  beyond  all  bounds 
and  reason,  we  were  getting  rich  too 
fast;  business  must  come  to  a  normal 
level,  wages  are  too  high  and  must  be 
reduced.  No  man  that  works  for  wages 
but  knows  that  with  the  increase  of 
wages  he  has  received  in  the  last  few 
years  he  is  able  to  buy  less  than 
formerly  on  account  of  the  prices  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  rising  higher 
than  his  increase  in  wages.  Prices  of 
meat  and  other  commodities  are  going 
up,  wages  are  being  reduced.  All  this 
causes  great  suffering.  We  have  for 
many  years  trusted  the  predatory  rich 
or  their  agents,  to  make  our  laws  and 
execute  them.  Let  us  try  the  experi- 
ence of  electing  to  office  men  from  the 
ranks  of  the  producers.  The  drones 
have  caused  too  much  distress  by  con- 
centrating the  wealth  into  the  hands  of 


a  few  by  the  vicious  laws  and  rulings 
of  our  courts,  that  places  property 
above  the  man — ^mere  dollars  counting 
for  more  than  human  life,  liberty  or 
happiness.  Let  labor  get  out  of  the 
rut  and  break  the  wire  fence  around 
the  corrall  called  party  lines.  I  feel 
that  these  bitter  lessons  that  we  learn 
periodically,  when  the  general  round- 
up comes  every  few  years,  will  teach 
the  toilers  to  get  closer  together  and 
In  time  learn  to  vote  together  for  their 
own  interest,  so  we  can  have  men  In 
office  that  will  hear  our  appeals  and 
do  Justice  to  all  on. equitable  terms,  re- 
gardless of  the  dollar  marks. 

The  receivers  of  the  Cm  C  W.  Ry 
have  withdrawn  the  notice  to  abro- 
gate all  existing  schedules  on  that  sys- 
tem. All  the  transportation  organiza- 
tions are  federated  on  that  system. 
Let  the  men  on  other  systems  emu- 
late the  example  of  the  men  on  C,  G. 
W.  Ry.  Learn  to  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder — one  solid  phalanx  fighting 
for  justice.  Set  aside  all  petty  jeal- 
ousies and  quit  fighting  each  other 
and  your  reward  will  be  a  greater 
measure  of  justice. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P. 

S.  E.  Hebeblino. 


Letter  from  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent Connors. 

St.  Louis,  April  8.  1908. 
EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  is  strange  that  when  any  legisla- 
tion is  contemplated  you  will  find 
muny  who  will  come  out  with  a  ham- 
mer to  knock.  The  most  unjust  and 
nonsensical  charge  against  the  efforts 
of  Bro.  Cassidy,  opposing  his  bill  in 
Congress,  known  as  H.  R.  13477,  is 
contained  in  the  open  letter  of  W.  H. 
Boardman  to  the  newspaper  editor, 
wherein  he  charges  that  accidents  are 
caused  through  disobedience  of  orders. 
Then  he  again  claims  that  railroad 
companies  cannot  control  their  em- 
ployes. If  this  is  true,  the  railroads 
he  has  in  mind  must  be  poorly  man- 
aged. Any  laws  that  have  been  passed 
by  Congress  for  the  safety  of  railway 
employes  and  the  traveling  public  have 
been  brought  about  through  the  efforts 
of  the  railway  organizations.  What  is 
now  known  as  the  Safety  Appliance 
law    was    fought    for    by    the    above- 
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named  orders  against  the  wealth  and 
influence  of  all  the  railroads.  Recent- 
ly the  eight-hour  law  for  operators, 
the  sixteen-hour  law  for  trainmen,  re- 
sulted from  the  efforts  of  Iai>or.  The 
Safety  Appliance  law  at  first  was 
thought  to  be  a  blessing  in  the  matter 
of  saving  the  life  and  limbs  of  the  em- 
ployes, but  instead  it  has  been  found 
to  be  a  curse  to  switchmen,  who  come 
miore  closely  in  contact  with  the  equip- 
ment than  does  the  brakeman.  The 
word  "safety"  is  a  misnomer,  is  mis- 
leading, and  induces  the  farmer  and 
other  inexperienced  individuals  to  seek 
employment  a^  switchmen,  thinking 
that  the  "safety"  appliance  is  protec- 
tion against  injury.  The  employers 
argue  that  because  of  the  "safety"  ap- 
pliance it  is  not  necessary  for  more 
than  one  man  on  a  crew  to  know  any- 
thing. This  because  the  Fellow-ser- 
vant law  leaves  the  company  immune 
from  damages. 

You  will  see  an  experienced  fore- 
man starting  the  day  with  two  dumr 
mies  who  never  saw  a  train  of  cars 
switched  in  their  lives,  who  could  not 
be  induced  to  start  at  the  business 
were  it  not  for  the  "safety"  appliance. 
Air-brakes  cannot  be  used  in  switch- 
ing a  train,  thus  making  that  device 
of  no  use  to  the  switchman,  because 
the  cars  are  equipped  with  air  to  be 
used  on  the  road.  The  hand-brakes 
are  neglected,  and  cannot  be  set  tight 
enough  to  hold  a  car  without  using  a 
club,  and  in  many  instances  not  then. 
So,  pity  the  foreman  with  two  students 
working  in  a  gravity  yard.  Do  you 
wonder  at  accidents?  Is  the  employe 
to  blame?  The  most  that  is  needed  is 
a  universal  standard  coupler,  to  be  de- 
signed as  the  Cassidy  bill  implies. 
This  talk  that  the  editor  favors  any 
particular  coupler  is  all  rot.  But  If 
the  Thomas  coupler  is  the  best  and 
safest,  let's  make  it  the  standard  for 
the  protection  of  life  and  limb.  Give 
the  measure  your  support,  and  do 
away  with  the  man-killers  that  are 
bein&  used  nowadays  as  couplers.  They 
are  killing  and  crippling  more  switch- 
men than  the  link  and  pin  ever  did, 
and  I  contend  that  the  little  Joker 
"safety"  is  responsible. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  B.  Connobs. 


It  is  easy  to  attribute   to   foes   the 
failures  due  to  our  own  faults. 


Letter  from  Fotirth  Vice-Presi- 
dent Burt. 

Marshalltown,  la.,  April  17,  '08. 
Editor  Switchmen*s  Journal: 

As  it  has  been  some  time  since  I 
have  written  a  letter  to  our  Journai 
on  account  of  not  having  time,  I  will 
attempt  to  say  a  few  words  for  this 
month's  issue. 

I  am  at  present  at  Marshalltown,  la., 
on  my  trip  West  over  the  C,  M.  &  St 
P.  system  in  the  interests  of  this 
Union,  and  allow  me  to  say  that  taking 
into  consideration  the  conditions  of 
the  times,  I  am  meeting  with  very 
good  success.  Our  membership  has 
been  steadily  increasing  regardless  of 
the  financial  distress  which  has 
brought  on  a  panic  resulting  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  forces  nearly  thirty  per 
cent,  throughout  the  entire  country. 
But  as  the  men  engaged  in  our  voca- 
tion begin  to  realize  that  they  are  in 
the  wrong  class  and  have  at  last  be- 
gun to  lend  their  assistance  to  the  or- 
ganization that  has  proved  itself 
worthy  of  their  support,  and  they  have 
already  realized  that,  if  they  expect 
the  betterment  of  these  conditions 
as  switchmen,  they  must  obtain  it 
through  this  organization.  As  I  pro- 
ceed West  through  this  part  of  the 
country,  I  find  at  various  points, 
namely,  Cedar  Rapids,  there  is  only 
one  road  that  pays  standard  pay, 
which  is  the  Rock  Island,  and  it  is  the 
only  road  in  this  city  under  the  sched- 
ule of  the  S.  U.  All  other  roads  being 
second-class  yards.  At  Marshalltown 
the  Iowa  Central  is  paying  one  cent 
per  hour  more  than  any  other  of  the 
three  roads  touching  this  point,  and  is 
under  the  protection  of  an  S.  U.  sched- 
ule. This  should  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  this  union  is  the  only  one 
that  can  get  the  desired  results  for 
the  general  benefit  of  yard  men.  The 
sooner  these  men,  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  this  union,  become  members  of 
It,  that  much  sooner  they  will  reap  the 
benefit. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Bro. 
S.  E.  Heberling,  our  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent, at  this  place,  and  after  a  general 
conversation  with  him,  and  exchang- 
ing ideas,  we  were  well  pleased  with 
the  situation  as  it  presents  itself  to- 
day, as  we  could  readily  see  that  the 
tide  is  fast  turning  in  our  favor.    Now 
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is  the  time  that  all  of  our  members 
should  lend  their  efforts  to  the  sup- 
port of  this  union,  which  is  now  rapid- 
ly nearing  the  summit  of  victory. 

I  am  in  possession  of  the  sad  intel- 
ligence, through  Bro.  George  Croul 
of  No.  54,  of  the  sad  death  of 
Bro.  H.  T.  Logan  of  No.  54.  I  ex- 
tend my  sincere  sympathy  to  No.  54 
in  the  loss  of  our  brother,  and  also  ex- 
tend my  sincere  sympathy  to  the  be- 
reaved father  and  mother  and  other 
loved  ones  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
our  dear  brother  and  their  loving  son. 
Knowing  his  father  for  years,  and  be- 
ing associated  with  him  in  our  walk 
of  life,  and  being  engaged  in  the  same 
vocation,  and  knowing  him  to  be  an 
honorable,  upright  and  energetic  man, 
with  kindness  for  his  fellow-man.  I  ex- 
tend to  him  my  heartfelt  S3rmpathy  in 
his  sad  hour  of  bereavement.  This  sad 
accident,  calling  from  our  midst  a 
loving  son  and  a  beloved  brother, 
should  be  a  warning  to  all  who  follow 
our  vocation,  to  protect  themselves  by 
the  motto  of  "Benevolence,  Hope  and 
Protection,"  so  that  should  our  fate  be 
the  same  as  that  of  our  dear  brother, 
we  will  weave  the  mantle  of  protection 
around  those  whom  we  leave  behind. 
This  is  the  first  sad  accident  that  has 
occurred  to  mar  the  happiness  of  No. 
54,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  the  last 
Peace  to  our  dear  departed  brother, 
and  may  he  find  eternal  peace  and 
rest  beyond  the  grave. 

Yours  truly  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.   H.  BUBT. 


Partly  Right,  Partly  Wrong. 

J.  Pierpont  Morgan  is  one  of  the 
world's  greatest  capitalists,  and  his 
dividends  depend  on  the  measure  of 
consumption.  High  wage  for  labor 
makes  larger  consumption,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  larger  return  for  invested 
capital.  Low  wage  curtails  consump- 
tion, and  in  exact  proportion  depletes 
dividends.  We  hold  that  proposition 
to  be  fundamental,  and  from  it  is 
drawn  the  inevitable  conclusion  that 
the  interests  of  capital  and  labor  are 
identical.  So  far  as  mere  vulgar, 
filthy  lucre  is  concerned,  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan  has  indefinitely  more  material 
interest  in  maintaining  high  wages 
than  Samuel  Gompers  has. 


Low  wage  never  did,  never  will, 
never  can  make  as  good  return  for  in- 
vested capital  as  high  wage.  The 
wage  oi  the  American  laborer  is  the 
highest  in  the  world,  and  that  is  why 
the  profits  of  American  capital  are  the 
largest  in  the  world. 

Industrial  depression,  such  as  comes 
now  and  then,  brings  liquidation; 
liquidation  paralyzes  the  energies  of 
capital;  paralyzed  capital  makes  the 
silent  shop  and  the  closed  mine,  and 
these  in  turn  cause  reduction  of  wages. 
These  things  are  beyond  the  control  of 
Morgan  and  Gompers  alike.  An  idle 
mill  or  an  abandoned  mine  means  loss 
to  Morgan  and  to  the  workingman. 
Just  as  the  idle  hand  means  loss  to  the 
laborer  and  to  the  captalist  alike. 

America,  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Germany  pay  the  highest  wage  to  la- 
bor in  the  world,  and  they  are  the 
most  prosperous  nations  of  the  world. 
Reduce  the  wage  of  American  labor  to 
that  of  China,  and  J.  Pierpont  would 
make  a  progress  through  a  court  of 
bankruptcy  ere  he  -were  five  years 
older. — Editorial  in  Washington  Post. 


Sensational  Consequences. 

Senator  Hush  was  as  good  as  gold; 
He  always  did  as  the  railroad  told. 
He  never  asked  if  a  thing  was  just 
Or  gave  offence  to  the  Sugar  Trust 
He  never  sniffed  at  the  tainted  dough 
Which    the   lobbyists   dropped   in   his 

hand  of  snow. 
He  never  sque&led  when  the  gang  kept 

still 
Or  stood  in  the  way  of  a  land  grab 

bill; 
And  the  consequence  was  he  advanced 

in  station. 
And  died  at  the  head  of  a  corporation. 

Senator  Growl  was  a  naughty  boy; 

To  start  reforms  was  his  chief  est  Joy; 

He  wouldn't  vote  as  his  boss  decreed; 

He  wouldn't  pander  to  private  greed; 

He  said  rude  things  to  the  Wall  Street 
man 

When  he  came  around  with  the  white- 
wash can; 

And  he  often  wrote,  with  a  fiendish 
gall, 

'Thou  Shalt  not  steal"  on  the  Senate 
wall; 

And  the  consequence  was,  when  his 
term  was  over. 

He  faded  back  to  the  tall,  tall  clover. 
— Wallace  Irtoin,  in  Life, 
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Tacoma,  Wash. 

EiDiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

There  has  been  nothing  in  the  Joxtbt 
I7AL  for  several  months  from  No.  135, 
so  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  this 
small  article,  hoping  it  will  be 
accepted. 

After  a  very  severe  attack  of  panic 
tl^e  great  Northwest  is  on  the  road  to 
recovery,  and  business,  while  not  at  a 
normal  stage,  is  gradually  improving, 
probably  slower  along  our  lines  than 
any  other.  We  dp  not  look  for  any  im- 
provement to  amount  to  ansrthing  till 
the  rate  question  is  settled  definitely 
between  the  railroads  and  the  lumber- 
men. While  we  do  not  think  that  the 
slack  business  has  made  any  material 
difterence  to  the  stockholders  of  these 
big  trunk  lines,  or  to  the  owners  of 
these  big  saw  mills,  we  do  know  that 
it  means  the  closing  d«wn  forever  Of 
a  good  many  of  the  smaller  or  one- 
.man  mills  around  this  country,  and 
the  starving  of  a  good  many  men,  wo- 
men and  children  who  depend  upon 
these  same  mills  for  a  livelihood. 
Along  the  railroads  we  find  the  same 
condition  of  things.  The  order  has 
gone  forth  from  the  general  offices  to 
cut  down  expenses  and  keep  up  the 
dividends,  and  it  is  being  enforced  to 
the  limit  at  certain  places,  as  Bro. 
Heberling  says,  even  making  it  un- 
safe for  the  employes,  and  also  the 
public.  It  seems  to  be  impossible  to 
get  them  to  look  at  these  things,  where 
they  conflict  with  the  cutting  down  of 
expenses.  They  would  sooner  take  a 
chance  on  good  luck,  and  if  an3rthing 
goes  wrong  have  some  "P.  O.  Pagan** 
try  to  lay  it  on  to  the  employes  through 
the  pages  of  some  periodical,  which,  as 
Bro.  Cassidy  says,  must  be  hard  up 
for  reading  matter. 


Now,  the  question  is,  how  are  we 
going  to  adjust  these  things  for  once 
and  all?  Is  it  through  the  ballot-box? 
For  Just  as  long  as  we  keep  going  this 
way,  Just  so  long  will  you  find  that 
class  of  railway  official, .who,  regard- 
less of  safety  to  employes  or  public, 
cuts  down  his  forces  anyway.  It 
seems  to  be  the  ruling  passion  among 
them.  While  we  have  railway  com- 
missions in  a  good  many  States,  we 
find  that  they  lean  towards  the  rail 
roads.  The  Railway  Commission  of 
Washington  is  an  exception,  and 
while  the  Judiciary,  as  a  general 
thing,  have  been  opposed  to  them,  they 
have  done  more  good  for  railroad  men 
in  the  short  time  they  have  been 
there  than  all  the  grievance  commit- 
tees ever  <^lled  in  this  State  could  do. 
Now,  brothers,  we  have  got  to  put 
someone  on  these  benches  that  will  be 
impartial,  and  who  will  not  declare 
everything  unconstitutional  that  has  a 
tendency  to  favor  the  working  man. 
How  are  we  going  to  do  it,  you  ask. 
After  a  careful  investigation,  we  find 
that  there  is  about  1^,000  votes  among 
the  railway  employes  of  the  State  of 
Washington,  who,  placing  a  conserva- 
tive estimate,  control  7,000  more 
votes,  making  a  total  of  25,000 
votes  in  this  State,  no  small  matter.  I 
can  assure  you.  There's  a  movement 
on  foot  to  perfect  some  kind  of  a 
political  organization,  so  that  this 
mass  of  votes  can  be  turned  toward 
men  that  will  work  for  legislation  fa- 
vorable to  labor.  This  moven^ent  is 
In  its  infancy  at  present,  and  I  can 
give  you  no  details  of  how  they  are 
going  to  handle  It.  It  is  being  brought 
up  among  a  few  railroad  men  of  Ta- 
coma,  who  are  trying  to  better  the 
railroad  men's  conditions  in  this 
State.       "The     Fellow-Servant    Law," 
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which  has  been  tabled  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State  for  the  last  ten 
years,  will  be  one  of  the  principal 
things  that  will  come  up,  and  to  win 
that  we  will  have  to  have  men  pledged 
to  support  it  before  they  go  to  the 
Legislature,  instead  of  one  or  two  in- 
dividual union  men  going  down  to  the 
State  capital  to  try  and  lobby  it 
through,  as  they  have  in  the  past.  This 
proposition  looks  good  to  me,  and  1 
will  put  my  shoulder  to  the  wheel  to 
help  it  along,  and  I  want  every 
brother  in  Washington  to  give  it  a 
boost,  for  we  must  get  this  "Fellow- 
Servant"  bill  passed  this  fall,  and  this 
is  how  it  was  accomplished  in  Oregon. 

I  read  in  the  April  number  the 
articles  by  Bro.  Austin  and  Bro.  Rob- 
erts, and  they  are  able  and  intelligent 
in  every  particular.  But,  at  this  time, 
I  do  not  think  it  good  policy  for  this 
organization  to  come  out  and  declare 
for  any  one  party.  I  notice  Bro. 
Austin  takes  exception  to  the  way 
President  Gompers  handled  the  cam- 
paign against  Congressman  Littlefleld 
in  Maine.  I  for  one  thought  that  it 
was  remarkable,  considering  that  it 
was  the  first  time  labor  had  ever  tried 
to  do  anything  politically  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  and  as  far  as  our  getting  to 
the  top  of  the  political  ladder  at  the 
first  attempt,  we  will  fall  down  a  good 
many  times,  I'm  afraid,  before  we  get 
there. 

The  initiative  and  referendum  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Oregon  Legislature, 
and  will  probably  come  before  the 
Washington  Legislature  this  fall,  and 
while  we  have  to  admit  that  it  does  a 
whole  lot  of  good,  it  is  not  Iron-clad, 
as  we  find  that  unscrupulous  politicians 
in  Oregon  have  found  a  way  of  using 
it  to  attain  their  own  personal  ends. 
But  it  gives  the  people  a  chance  to 
voice  their  sentiments  on  all  things  of 
a  public  nature,  and  therefore  It  must 
be  good.  It  was  good  enough  to  stop 
the  re-election  of  Senator  Fulton  of 
Oregon,  and  that  was  a  good  thing  for 
honest  men. 

We  have  Just  passed  through  a  hot 
municipal  campaign  in  our  city,  which 
.was  replete  with  the  customary  mud- 
slinging.  The  laboring  men  were  Just 
as  much  at  sea  as  ever;  split  in  fac- 
tions. The  State  organizer  for  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  Mr.  C. 
O.  Young,  was  actively  engaged  in  be- 
half of  one  of  the  candidates,  which 


caused  a  lot  of  ill-feeling  among  the 
union  men,  a  good  many  of  us  con- 
tending that  he  was  over-stepping  his 
bounds,  trying  to  influence  the  labor 
union  vote,  when  both  candidates  were 
considered  fair  to  organized  labor, 
and  the  election  of  either  one  could 
make  no  material  difference  to  us. 
But  that  is  the  way  of  the  laboring 
man,  so  much  selfishness  exists  that 
we  lose  sight  of  the  things  that  are 
good  for  us,  and  till  we  get  rid  of  this 
same  selfishness  things  will  be  just 
the  same,  even  to  the  end. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Walteb  S.  Jot. 


Oakland,  Gil. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  members  of  No.  158  are  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  that  the  elimina- 
tion of  our  medical  examination  and 
the  opening  of  our  protective  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  all  would  largely  In- 
crease our  membership. 

We  know  that  many  are  deterred 
from  joining  on  account  of  some  rela- 
tive, perhaps  far  back  in  the  past  hav- 
ing died  of  some  disease  of  which  there 
is  no  trace  on  the  would  be  applicant. 

Moreover,  we  are  quite  sure  that  if 
the  profits  we  give  to  others  for  hand- 
ling our  insurance  business,  and  the 
money  we  waste  on  the  medical  exam- 
ination are  taken  into  consideration, 
the  cost  of  insurance  under  the  pro- 
posed assessment  plan  will  be  even  less 
than  at  present 

But  if  it  should  cost  a  few  cents  a 
month  more,  will  we  not  be  fully  re- 
paid by  knowing  that  the  families  of 
all  of  our  brothers  will  be  provided  for? 

Besides,  if  we  drop  the  medical  ex- 
amination, we  will  be  in  a  far  better 
position  to  approach  the  railroad  com- 
panies on  the  matter  of  having  them 
omit  the  physical  examination  when 
hiring  men. 

The  recent  Supreme  Court  decisions 
show  plainly  that  while  we  may  sacri- 
fice our  lives  in  producing  profits  and 
dividends  for  others,  we  can  expect 
nothing  from  them  for  our  families  if 
left  destitute  and  without  support. 

This  should  teach  us  the  lesson  of 
working  class  solidarity,  the  necessity 
of  mutual  assistance  and  co-operation. 

We  certainly  have  the  intelligence 
to  handle  our  own  business  and  get  out 
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of  the  old  rut  of  an  Insurance  system 
based  upon  profits. 

Let  us  abolish  old  and  cumbersome 
methods  and  make  our  union  a  real 
brotherhod  in  everything  that  the  word 
implies. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

X.  Y.  Z. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal,: 

Just  received  the  April  number  and 
find  it  to  be  an  elegant  composition, 
there  being  many  illustrative  points 
made. 

The  wage  earners  of  this  country  are 
lining  up  in  what  we  might  term  the 
discontented  class,  and  we  look  around 
for  a  reason  or  cause,  and  when  we 
realize  the  true  condition,  the  cause  is 
plainly  seen. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
church's  attitude  to  the  present  dis- 
contents of  this  country.  A  clergyman 
in  this  city,  after  quoting  the  well- 
known  parable  in  the  Bible  of  the 
householder  and  his  laborers,  asks  the 
question,  which  he  claims  the  Saviour 
placed  in  the  mouth  of  the  house- 
holder: "Haven't  I  a  right  to  do  as  I 
please  with  my  own?"  Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  apply  the  parable  of  modern 
conditions.  He  tells  us  today  the  la- 
boring class  call  capitalists,  thieves, 
that  they  own  no  property  honestly, 
that  property  is  robbery,  and  that  the 
workers  produce  all  the  wealth  and 
that  it  rightfully  belongs  to  the  man 
who  by  his  labor  produced  it.  This, 
the  clergy  say,  is  the  philosophy  of 
the  labor  man's  party.  Then  he  takes 
issue  with  the  proposition  that  labor 
is  the  source  of  wealth,  labor  is  the 
cornerstone  of  wealth,  labor  creates 
the  wealth  of  our  country.  If  that 
were  true,  he  says,  then  the  steam  en- 
gine that  runs  the  machinery  of  the 
work-shop  ought  to  be  very  wealthy, 
to  which  we  may  reply  that  the  engine 
itself  cannot  be  wealthy,  but  the 
owners  are  generally  pretty  well  fixed. 
Then  the  clergyman  says  what  makes 
wealth,  is  it  not  brute  force  and  mere 
labor  of  animal  muscles?  It  is  man's 
mind.  It  is  created  by  character,  con- 
served by  virtue.  He  says  the  wealth 
of  the  country  is  the  result  of  industry, 
temperance,  self-restraint  and  superior 
manhood.    This  was  Intended  to  voice 


the  sentiments  of  the  big  rich,  but  no 
labor  party  nor  any  school  of  econ- 
omics has  ever  claimed  that  the  wealth 
was  created  solely  by  manual  labor. 
When  labor  is  spoken  of  in  discus- 
sions of  politcal  economy,  it  does  not 
simply  mean  manual  toil;  it  means  a 
human  energy  of  any  kind  expended 
in  the  production  of  wealth.  This  is 
what  is  called  labor,  and  by  this  defini- 
tion there  can  be  no  wealth  unless  this 
human  energy  is  expended  in  its  pro- 
duction. We  might  have  the  country 
filled  up  with  nice  homes,  factories 
filled  up  with  the  most  modem  ma- 
chinery, and  if  that  human  energy  was 
not  expended  in  producing  the  necessi- 
ties of  life  we  couldn't  live  very  long. 
The  homes  and  the  machinery  are  the 
products  of  human  energy,  and  in  polit- 
ical economy  are  classed  under  the 
term  of  labor. 

Now,  after  giving  this  definition  of 
labor,  we  will  pass  to  the  definition  of 
wealth.  This  word  is  misused  a  great 
deal.  Some  people  speak  of  a  wealth 
of  hair,  when  they  should  use  the  word 
abundance.  They  also  speak  of  a  spir- 
itual wealth  and  the  treasures  stored 
up  in  heaven,  and  this  must  be  the 
wealth  that  the  clergyman  had  refer- 
ence to  when  he  spoke  of  the  wealth 
created  by  character;  but  the  treas- 
ures that  moths  cannot  eat,  nor  rust 
corrupt,  are  not  those  referred  to  by 
political  economy  in  speaking  of 
Wealth,  for  in  this  science  wealth  is 
defined  to  be  any  material  thing  prd- 
duced  by  human  energy  to  satisfy  a 
human  desire. 

Now  let  us  take  up  property  and 
privilege.  .  In  the  days  of  chattel  slav- 
ery a  man's  wealth  was  measured  by 
the  amount  of  land,  houses,  machin- 
ery, horses  and  slaves  he  owned.  Now, 
the  point  I  wish  to  make  clear  is  the 
ownership  of  slaves,  because  they  were 
valuable  and  could  be  sold  for  a  good 
price,  or  exchanged  for  a  great  amount 
of  wealth,  yet  they  were  not  wealth  in 
the  light  of  political  economy.  The 
ownership  of  slaves  was  simply  a  privi- 
lege created  by  law,  giving  the  owner 
the  right  to  make  the  slave  work  for 
the  master's  benefit,  and  was  a  guaran-, 
tee  that  the  government  would  use  its 
armed  force  to  uphold  the  owner  of 
slaves,  because  without  the  armed 
force  he  couldn't  maintain  it  at  all. 
This  condition  used  to  be  dignified 
with  the  title  of  a  vested  right,  but 
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the  people  of  today  realize  that  it  was 
a  vested  wrong  of  the  deepest  dye, 
and  could  only  be  upheld  by  force,  so 
the  man  who  owned  a  hundred  slaves 
was  said  to  be  rich,  because  he  could 
sell  or  exchange  them  for  a  great  deal 
of  wealth,  but  he  had  no  real  •wealth 
in  the  true  economic  definition.  He 
simply  had  the  legal  power  to  rob  one 
hundred  of  his  fellow-men  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labor. 

Now,  the  ownership  of  land  comes 
under  the  same  category,  from  an 
economic  point  of  view,  for  it  is  simply 
a  special  privilege  created  by  law 
guaranteeing  to  a  certain  person  the 
exclusive  possession  of  a  certain  piece 
of  land,  and  to  use  the  armed  force  of 
the  government  to  eject  all  others  for 
the  owner's  benefit.  Now,  when  the 
owner  is  in  possession  of  this  special 
privilege,  he  can  refuse  to  let  anyone 
live  or  work  on  the  land  unless  they 
pay  him  for  the  privilege;  so  he  can 
get  a  share  of  the  production  of  the 
community  without  doing  any  useful 
work  himself.  Now,  this  is  just  what 
slave  owners  did,  so  they  are  both 
special  privileges  created  by  law,  and 
are  not  wealth  in  the  true  economic 
definition.  When  slavery  was  abol- 
ished, I  mean  chattel  slavery,  no  real 
wealth  was  destroyed.  The  only 
change  effected  was  that  certain  men 
no  longer  had  the  legal  power  to  rob 
the  negro  of  the  fruits  of  his  toil.  Just 
the  same  thing  if  all  the  land  titles 
were  made  null  and  void,  no  real 
wealth  would  be  destroyed,  the  only 
change  would  be  that  the  land  owners 
no  longer  had  the  power  to  appropriate 
to  themselves  the  labor  of  other  men. 
A  great  many  stocks,  bonds  and  other 
securities  are  in  the  same  category. 
They  are  nothing  more  than  paper 
titles  designathig  the  ownership  of 
certain  special  powers  and  privileges 
granted  by  the  government.  They  are 
simply  grants  of  the  sovereign  power 
that  enable  certain  men  to  use  the 
government  forces  to  deprive  others  of 
part  of  their  earnings.  So  when  the 
working  mules  of  this  country  howl 
about  being  robbed  under  the  guise 
of  property,  they  do  not  mean  wealth 
in  the  economic  definition.  They  have 
no  kick  against  the  true  wealth,  but 
they  do  howl  about  these  spurious 
forms  of  property  which  have  been 
misrepresented,  and  which  are  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  special  privileges 


conferred  on  tne  select  to  enable  them 
to  rob  their  fellow-man.  We  are  not 
howling  about  the  wealth  that  is  accu- 
mulated by  frugality,  industry  and  so- 
briety. We  respect  the  wealth  created 
•by  character  and  conserved  by  virtue, 
whether  it  obtains  for  its  owner  the 
riches  of  this  world  or  the  treasures 
of  the  next.  Our  howl  is  about  the 
wealth  that  has  been  absorbed  by  these 
special  privileges  to  steal  under  the 
guise  of  law.  If  the  clergjrman  had 
these  fraudulent  forms  of  property  in 
mind  when  he  said  that  wealth  was 
not  created  by  labor,  we  could  agree 
with  him ;  however,  these  have  not  been 
created  by  labor,  but  by  the  corruption 
of  government,  and  today  one  per  cent, 
of  the  people  possess  about  ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  wealth  of  this  country. 
Well,  how  did  they  get  it?  How  did 
such  an  unequal  distribution  take 
place?  I  must  disagree  with  the 
clergyman  that  they  obtained  it  by  in- 
dustry, frugality,  temperance,  super- 
ior manhood,  character  or  virtue.  The 
biggest  part  of  that  wealth  is  simply 
the  result  of  successful  spoliation  of 
the  speople,  and  corruption  of  govern- 
ment. Let  us  examine  a  few  of  our 
well-known  great  fortunes  and  see  if 
they  were  not  built  up  by  infractions 
of  the  moral  law  and  direct  result  of 
successful  ai\d  unpunished  crime.  We 
might  say  that  about  five  crimes  are 
employed,  to  wit:  swindling,  larceny, 
bribery,  perjury  and  subornation  of 
perjury. 

Now  let  us  hear  something  about 
our  uncle  John  D.  This  case  has  been 
sumoned  up  by  responsible  writers. 
Henry  D.  Lloyd  in  "Wealth  vs.  Com- 
monwealth," Ida  M.  Tarbell  in  "The 
History  of  the  Standard  Oil."  and 
Thomas  W.  Lawson  in  "Frenzied 
Finance,  or  The  Crime  of  the  Amal- 
gamated": each  of  these  writers  was 
financially  responsible  and  could  have 
been  made  to  answer  in  court  for  any 
false  accusation,  but  I  haven't  heard 
of  their  histories  being  challenged. 
Mr.  Lloyd  and  Miss  Tarbell  both 
proved  conclusively  by  citing  court 
records,  decisions  and  other  official 
documents,  that  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany caused  its  rivals'  pipe  lines  to  be 
blown  up  with  dynamite,  and  their 
refineries  to  be  burned  down,  and  sev- 
eral men  murdered  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  these  designs.  This  is  arson, 
burglary,  and  murder.      Mr.    Lawson 
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gives  us  abundant  details  of  their 
other  crimes. 

Recently  a  court  of  record  handed 
down  a  decision  ordering  H.  H.  Rogers 
to  pay  back  to  the  Bay  State  Gas  stock- 
holders 11,500,000,  which  Mr.  Lawson 
charged  and  proved  that  Rogers  had 
stolen  from  them.  Mr.  Lawson  also 
showed  how  Rogers  had  perjured  him- 
self in  that  and  other  cases.  Now, 
someone  might  say  that  this  was  an 
exceptional  bunch  of  criminals,  and 
others  were  not  so  bad,  to  which  we 
reply  that  they  were  exceptional  only 
in  the  greater  audacity  of  their 
crimes,  but  not  different  in  kind. 

Now  the  crime  of  perjury,  can  you 
tell  me  how  many  of  the  rich  swear  to 
the  truth  in  regard  to  the  returns  of 
their  property  for  taxation?  To  swear 
to  anything  but  the  truth  is  commit- 
ting perjury. 

Now  let  us  see  how  Russell  Sage  re- 
ported his  wealth  for  taxation.  He 
swore  for  years  the  valuation  of  his 
personal  property  to  be  $400,000,  and 
his  death  revealed  the  fact  that  it  was 
near  $200,000,000,  only  swindling  the 
people  of  New  York  out  of  a  few  mil- 
lions in  taxes. 

Well,  how  about  Marshall  Field's 
estate?  He  swore  to  a  valuation  of 
$750,000  for  years,  and  at  his  death  it 
was  found  to  be  about  $150,000,000. 
He  only  skinned  Chicago  out  of  about 
$1,500,000  in  taxes. 

Now,  there  is  just  one  more  case  of 
this  kind  I  wish  to  speak  of  at  present. 
The  late  William  H.  Thompson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  swore 
for  years  to  a  valuation  of  $10,000  on 
personal  property,  and  his  death  re- 
vealed it  to  be  over  $4,000,000.  This 
case  belongs  to  St.  Louis. 

Now,  as  proof  that  these  are  not  ex- 
ceptional cases,  let  us  refer  to  the 
United  States  official  census  reports. 
In  1850  the  wealth  of  this  country  was 
estimated  at  $7,135,780,228,  which  was 
assessed  for  taxation  at  $6,024,686,909, 
an  assessed  valuation  of  about  84  per 
cent.,  which  we  consider  a  fair  and 
honest  percentage. 

In  1880  the  wealth  had  increased  to 
$43,642,000,000,  but  the  assessed  valua- 
tion had  only  increased  to  $16,902,- 
000,000,  which  is  only  about  39  per 
cent,  of  the  real  value.  To  be  on  the 
same  basis  as  in  1850  the  assessed 
value  ought  to  have  been  about  $36,- 
000,000,000.     This  shows  that  $20,000,- 


000.000  worth  of  property  escaped  tax- 
ation by  its  owners  perjuring  them- 
selves in  their  returns.  And  now  our 
national  wealth  has  increased  to  $100,- 
000,000.000.  The  assessed  valuation  Is 
not  quite  25  per  cent,  of  the  real  value, 
which  Shows  that  about  $70,000,000,000 
worth  of  property  is  not  touched  by 
taxation.  Now,  who  are  the  owners  of 
this  $70,000,000,000?  It  certainljr  must 
be  the  one  per  cent,  of  the  population 
who  own  90  per  cent,  of  all  the  wealth. 
They  must  be  the  respectable  captains 
of  industry,  pillars  of  church  and  so- 
ciety, the  ones  the  clergyman  says  ob- 
tained their  wealth  by  the  exercise  of 
frugality,  industry,  virtue  and  superior 
manhood.  The  wage  slaves  fail  to 
understand  how  successfully  crime 
can  be  called  frugality  and  virtue  by 
an  ethical  teacher,  who  claims  to  be 
preaching  the  true  religion  of  Christ. 

Now  we  will  look  into  a  few  of  the 
railroad  deals.  Someone  says,  what 
do  you  know  about  the  Rock  Island 
deal?  Well,  this  road  was  bought  up 
by  a  bunch  of  financial  sharks  when  it 
had  a  capitel  stock  of  $75,000,000. 
which  they  at  once  increased  to  $225,- 
000,000  without  putting  a  dollar  addi- 
tional into  the  property,  creating  for 
themselves  $150,000,000  in  exactly  the 
same  way  as  though  they  had  issued 
$150,000,000  of  counterfeit  money  and 
passed  it  on  the  public. 

What  about  Jay  Gould?  Well,  he 
managed  to  get  his.  It  is  a  matter  of 
court  record  how  he  looted  the  assets 
of  various  roads  over  which  he  gained 
control,  wrecked  the  Wabash  and  Brie, 
etc.  In  the  Erie  case,  by  order  of 
court.  Mr.  Gould  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  the  road's  treasury  $10,000,000 
which  he  had  taken,  and  he  gladly  gave 
his  check  for  the  amount,  because  it 
was  really  only  a  small  portion  of 
what  he  had  actually  got;  in  the 
Wabash  case  Judge  Gresham  handed 
down  a  decision  that  Mr.  Gould  had 
swindled  the  general  public  out  of 
$47,500,000  by  his  criminal  operations. 

Now,  the  Vanderbilts  for  years  de- 
pressed the  price  of  the  Lake  Shore 
stock  by  diverting  the  traffic  over  par- 
allel lines  until  they  were  able  to  buy 
it  in  for  comparatively  nothing,  and 
then  when  they  got  it  all,  they  en- 
hanced its  value  and  unloaded  It  on 
the  New  York  Central,  which  they  con- 
trolled, by  converting  it  into  bonds 
on  this  road  at  $200  a  share. 
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Now,  what  about  the  New  York  sub- 
way? Well,  here  another  choice 
bunch,  headed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ryan 
and  August  Belmont,  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  various  transportation 
systems  of  New  York  City,  then  capi- 
talized and  recapitalized  them,  watered 
and  re  watered  Into  various  fictitious 
and  fraudulent  companies  until  the 
entire  capitalization  reached  about 
$850,000,000,  and  about  three-fourths 
of  it  pure  water  without  a  dollar  of 
real  investment  In  the  properties. 
This  whole  thing  of  swindling  stocks 
and  bogus  bonds,  we  might  say,  is  a 
semi-public  debt  harnessed  on  the 
people  of  New  York,  which  they  must 
pay  for  in  dividends  and  Interest  by 
the  workers  of  that  city.  After  the 
city  built  a  subway  costing  about 
$35,000,000,  they  got  a  lease  on  that 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  issue 
capital  stock  on  that  which  they  did 
not  own.  Now  tne  people  are  com- 
pelled not  only  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  city  bonds  that  built  the  subway, 
but  they  must  also  pay  dividends  on 
the  fraudulent  capital  which  these 
swindlers   harnessed   on   their   backs. 

Well,  now  we  will  try  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  deal.  In  this  case  our  dear  Mr. 
Harriman,  castigated  as  an  undesir- 
able, with  a  bunch  of  buccaneers, 
bought  this  road  from  the  old  stock- 
holders for  $39,000,000,  and  called  a 
stockholders'  meeting,  voted  a  bond 
issue  of  $30,000,000  for  supposed  bet- 
terments. After  forcing  this  measure 
through  against  the  protests  of  the 
minority,  they  proceeded  to  issue  with- 
out any  further  authority  $100,000,000 
in  bonds,  of  which  we  might  say  $70,- 
000,000  was  fraudulent,  and  I  km  told 
these  bonds  are  outstanding;  and  fur- 
thermore, it  was  clearly  shown  by  the 
staff  of  the  Appeal  to  Reason  that 
Theodore  the  First,  as  (Governor  of 
New  York,  signed  the  bill  which  made 
it  possible  for  Mr.  Harriman  to  secure 
the  loot. 

Volumes  could  be  written  upon  the 
swindlings  in  this  country,  and  when 
it  was  completed  the  hundredth  part 
of  the  crimes  would  not  be  told.  The 
record  of  corruption  and  crime  is  so 
appalling  as  to  sicken  the  heart  of  any 
honest  man. 

In  the  face  of  these  well  known  and 
proven  facts,  what  becomes  of  the 
clergyman's  assertion  that  the  wealth 
of  this  country  has  been  accumulated 


by  men  who  are  examples  of  frugality, 
sobriety  and  virtue?  Suppose  that  In 
a  country  where  slavery  was  legalized 
someone  would  say  that  property  was 
the  result  of  these  virtues.  Wouldn't 
it  sound  absurd?  The  sobriety  and  in- 
dustry of  the  slaves  might  make  them 
create  more  wealth,  but  it  wouldn't 
help  the  slave  any.  As  long  as  special 
privileges  are  created  by  law,  just  that 
long  a  few  will  be  able  to  accumulate 
great  wealth  without  working  for  it. 
They  will  owe  it  more  to  these  privi- 
leges than  to  any  Industry  on  their 
part,  and  the  virtues  of  sobriety  and  In- 
dustry in  the  masses  of  the  people  will 
only  increase  the  value  to  the  holder 
of  these  law-created  monopolies,  but 
will  not  materially  change  the  condi- 
tions of  the  masses. 

Now,  we  have  no  quarrel  against  the 
pure  religion  taught  by  the  humble 
Carpenter  of  Bethlehem,  but  we  do 
think  that  this  religion  has  often  been 
obscured  and  disfigured  by  ecclesias- 
tlclsm,  and  by  the  unfaithfulness  and 
insincerity  of  some  who  represented 
Its  priesthood.  To  throw  the  mantle 
of  religion  around  the  big  rich,  to 
apologize  for  vested  wrong  in  power, 
is  a  travesty  on  the  religion  of  Christ. 
Now,  these  exposures  are  not  political 
issues,  as  some  would  have  you  believe, 
they  are  simply  the  product  of  the 
present  system.  Eliminate  the  system 
that  produces  them,  and  they  will  dis- 
appear forever.  If  your  ballot  is  not 
to  help  you,  pray  tell  me  what  it  is 
for?  Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

L.   ROBEBTS. 


Lehighton,  Pa. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  present  industrial  depression  is 
still  with  us  in  the  East  good  and 
hard,  but  if  reports  or  rumor  amount 
to  anything,  business  will  again  pick  up 
considerably  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks.  But  it  will  be  some  time  before 
all  the  men  will  be  taken  back,  who 
were  hit  in  reducing  force,  and  if  they 
take  to  hiring  new  men,  I  will  drop 
lines  to  our  Joubnal  and  those  who 
wish  to  hotfoot  It  for  26c  may  have 
the  opportunity,  as  we  could  use  a  big 
bunch  of  good  hot  switchmen  in  this 
district  to  help  us  gain  a  larger  mem- 
bership. 

Bro.  Harshbarger  recently  paid  us  a 
visit  and  gave  us  a  very  good  address 
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on  several  very  important  topics  relat- 
ing to  our  organization,  which  was 
well  taken  by  the  brothers  of  this  lo- 
cality, but  the  brothers  down  this  way 
think  they  are  being  neglected  by  our 
worthy  President  Hawley,  and  would 
greatly  appreciate  a  visit  from  him. 

With  meat  going  up  and  eggs  com- 
ing down,  we  will  live  on  the  latter  a 
while.  Fishing  isn't  bad  and  dande- 
lion being  plenty,  we  can  still  satisfy 
the  inner  man  for  a  while. 

Hoping  to  see  business  pick  up 
again,  I  am  to  all 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Robert  H.  Fltte. 


DuluUi,  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

No.  28  has  received  favorable  reply 
from  Congressman  J.  A.  Bede  regard- 
ing the  Standard  Coupler  Act,  known 
as  Bill  H.  R.  13,477,  together  with  a 
copy  of  same  bill,  and  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  representa- 
tive from  this  district  will  do  all  he 
•  can  in  favor  of  the  bill.  We  earnestly 
hope  all  other  lodges  have  received  the 
same  assurance  and  that  the  proposed 
act  will  become  a  law.  Of  course  the 
railroads  will  fight  against  this  meas- 
ure like  they  have  always  done  before, 
but  if  they  are  defeated  in  their  at- 
tempt it  will  put  money  into  their 
pockets  just  the  same — sort  of  a  para- 
doxical fact.  But  if  you  review  the  bit- 
ter fight  that  the  roads  put  up  against 
the  automatic  coupler  some  years  ago 
and  also  against  the  airbrake  and  grab 
irons,  you  can  not  help  seeing  the 
folly  of  their  strenuous  opposition. 

The  story  goes  around  that  when  Mr. 
Westinghouse  invented  the  airbrake 
and  wished  to  equip  some  cars  with 
his  brake,  the  management  of  the  rail- 
road informed  him  that  he  could  do  so 
provided  Westinghouse  would  stand  for 
the  damage  that  his  airbrake  might  do 
to  the  equipment. 

The  railroads  are  great  kickers,  but 
as  time  goes  on  they  see  where  they 
were  lame.  Just  think  of  the  great 
benefits  of  the  automatic  brake  and 
couplers.  Look  at  the  monster  engines 
and  cars  that  are  in  use  today  and  the 
trains  of  100  cars  from  four  to  five 
thousand  tons.  This  could  not  be  pos- 
sible with  links  and  pins  and  hand- 
brakes without  a  much  greater  ex- 
pense, and  you   know   what  a  funny 


noise  the  word  expense  makes  in  the 
ears  of  the  railroads.  But  they  fought 
against  the  measures  that  put  millions 
in  their  coffers,  and  they  will  continue 
to  do  80,  and  I  am  very  much  in  doubt 
if  we  will  have  any  decent  standard 
of  couplers  in  the  near  future.  There 
are  so  many  different  couplers  that  to 
choose  two  or  three  out  of  the  lot  for  a 
standard,  would  be  very  difficult  in- 
deed, for  if  the  standard  would  go 
beyond  three  different  kinds,  why  you 
might  as  well  say  our  efforts  were  in 
vain. 

What  we  ought  to  have  is  one  stan- 
dard, say,  for  instance,  the  Tower 
coupler,  and  no  other.  But,  oh  my, 
what  a  snap  it  would  be  for  the  Tower 
people.  Talk  about  a  monoply,  here 
would  be  one  and  right  here  would  be 
the  crux  of  having  one  standard,  for, 
as  Representative  Carey  of  Wisconsin 
said:  "Tou  can  look  about  the  capitol 
building  and  In  every  nook  and  corner 
you  can  see  Congressmen  in  a  whis- 
pered conversation  with  some  corpora- 
tion lawyer."  So  you  know  there  will 
be  something  doing  on  this  coupler 
measure.  But  here  is  hoping  that  we 
will  have  no  more  than  three  couplers 
for  a  standard. 

The  question  of  uncoupling  levers 
ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
switchmen.  These  levers  ought  to  run 
across  the  entire  end  of  the  car,  so  if 
you  cannot  uncouple  one,  you  can  the 
other,  without  going  on  the  opposite 
side,  or  jumping  in  between  the  cars. 
I  see  some  of  the  roads  have  such  equip- 
ment, especially  the  Standard  Oil  cars. 
A  good  many  switchmen  who  have  had 
their  fingers  nipped  by  trying  to  lift 
the  opposite  lever,  and  under  the 
new  liability  act  you  can  recover  dam- 
ages even  though  you  contributed  by 
your  own  negligence  to  the  injury.  But 
the  amount  of  indemnity  is  diminished' 
in  the  same  degree  that  your  rashness 
or  negligence  contributed  to  your  in- 
jury. So,  then,  it  is  very  plain  that 
under  such  circumstances  you  would 
receive  practically  nothing.  Under  the 
old  law  your  case  would  be  thrown  out 
of  court  altogether.  But  we  must  not 
take  any  chances,  life  is  too  short. 
You  don't  receive  any  credit  for  such 
acts  and  the  law  doesn't  stand  by  you 
to  any  healthy  degree.  The  uncoup- 
ling levers  must  be  extended  to  meet 
this  defect,  and  we  ought  to  busy  our- 
selves in  the  matter.  It  would  make  a 
good  tail  to  the  standard  coupler  kite. 
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for  it  would  save  a  good  many  lives  and 
lessen  the  amount  of  cripples,  and  that 
is  a  good  reason  for  the  enactment. 

Well,  business  is  on  the  bum  and  I 
would  advise  all  brothers  to  keep  away 
from  here  until  September  or  October, 
as  there  are  several  switchmen  work- 
ing in  the  different  industries  here 
waiting  for  a  chance  on  the  extra  list 
With  regards  to  all  the  brothers,  I  am, 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

G.  H.  Malott. 


Detroit,  Mich. 

Editor  Switchmen^s  Jouknal: 

A  short  time  ago  the  Republican 
party  of  Illinois  got  together  in  a  lit- 
tle love  feast,  and  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  Uncle  Joe  Cannon  was 
about  the  right  timber  to  make  a  presi- 
dent out  of,  and  therefore  they  grave- 
ly informed  the  dear  people  they  were 
presenting  to  them  a  man  who  was  as 
wise  as  Gladstone. 

Now,  when  Lord  Byron  went  to 
Greece  and  saw  a  people  who  once  con- 
quered the  world,  so  weak  and  help- 
less in  the  hands  of  the  Turk,  he  ex- 
claimed: 

Shrines  of  the  mighty  can  it  be 
That  this  is  all  remains  of  thee! 

So  when  I  read  that  bit  of  wisdom 
from  the  Republicans  of  Illinois,  the 
words  of  the  poet  came  forcibly  to  iny 
mind. 

Shrines  of  the  mighty  can  it  be,  that 
a  party  who  once  could  boast  of  a  Lin- 
coln, would  at  last  stoop  to  a  Cannon. 
Would  stoop  to  a  poor,  old,  fossilized 
thing  with  goat  whiskers  and  a  cigar 
stuck  between  its  teeth  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees. 

When  they  compare  that  poor  old 
fossil  to  Gladstone,  they  must  have  a 
very  poor  opinion  of  the  average  in- 
telligence of  the  American  people,  or 
they  know  nothing  about  Gladstone.  I 
think  the  latter  is  the  real  reason.  Re- 
publican politicians  are  generally  too 
busy  devising  schemes  to  divorce  the 
workingmen  from  the  wealth  they  pro- 
duce to  study  the  life  of  Gladstone. 

So  I  will  inform  them  that  in  the 
opinion  of  all  intelligent  men,  their 
dear  old  Uncle  Joe  compares  to  Glad- 
stone about  like  a  pea  to  a  pumpkin. 
But  I  don't  mean  to  infer  that  he  is 
not  good  enough  for  the  Republican 
party,  for  he  is  Just  as  good  and  just  as 


wise  as  any  of  the  other  candidates 
who  are  looking  for  the  nomination. 
I  notice  that  Republican  politicians  are 
not  saying  much  about  the  hard  times. 
That  is  not  like  it  was  twelve  years 
ago.  Then  everyone  of  them  was 
telling  us  how  incapable  the  Demo- 
cratic party  was.  They  told  us  from 
every  house  top  that  the  Democratic 
party  could  not  run  this  government 
and  keep  the  people  at  work,  and  I  ad- 
mit they  proved  their  case.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  was  incapable  all  right, 
and  it  is  so  yet.  But  how  about  the  Re- 
publican party?  Have  they  done  any 
better,  would  there  be  any  trouble  now 
in  proving  that  the  Republican  party 
is  just  as  incapable? 

The  fact  is  they  have  both  been 
proved  incapable,  each  by  the  other 
but  still  they  have  the  gall  to  ask  the 
workingmen  to  vote  for  them. 

At  present  when  we  ask  a  Republi- 
can what's  the  matter  with  the  high 
tariff  and  the  full  dinner  pail,,  he  an- 
swers us  by  referring  to  the  period  of 
unparalleled  prosperity  which  we  have 
just  passed  through.  I'll  admit  that  it 
was  a  period  of  unparalleled  pros- 
perity for  the  class  who  send  prosti- 
tutes to  Eiurope  to  buy  husbands,  but 
not  for  the  working  class,  for  they  are 
poorer  to  day  than  they  were  in  the 
last  panic,  and  they  will  be  poorer  still 
in  the  next  panic  if  they  continue  to 
turn  the  government  over  to  their  mas- 
ters every  four  years.  During  the  last 
ten  years  of  Republican  prosperity  the 
average  wages  went  up  17  per  cent 
and  the  cost  of  living  37  per  cent.,  leav- 
ing a  clear  cut  in  the  purchasing  power 
of  our  wages  of  20  per  cent.  But  that 
is  what  Republicans  call  prosperity.  I 
wonder  how  many  more  years  of  that 
•kind  of  prosperity  it  will  require  to 
force  the  working  class  to  eat  their 
shoe  laces. 

And  now  that  beautiful  bubble  of 
prosperity  has  burst  and  half  the  peo- 
ple are  out  of  work.  We  find  the  cost 
of  living  remains  stationary,  thanks  to 
the  trusts,  and  only  wages  are  going 
down. 

Now  I  want  to  ask  the  workingmen 
of  the  United  States  if  they  are  going 
to  continue  to  support  an  aristocracy 
of  wealth  which  is  a  thousand  times 
more  greedy  and  arrogant  than  the 
titled  aristocracy  which  your  fore- 
fathers fought  against  in  1776. 

Your  forefathers  were  not  afraid  to 
fight  and  thousands  of  them  laid  down 


Digitized  by 


Google 


470 


JOQRNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


their  lives  before  they  would  allow 
themselves  to  be  taxed  to  support  a 
titled  aristocracy.  But  YOU  cheerfully 
allow  yourselves  to  be  taxed  in  any 
old  way  and  in  any  amount  to  support, 
not  only  an  aristocracy  of  wealth,  but 
half  the  titled  families  of  Europe  in 
the  bars:ain. 

I  wonder  what  the  patriots  would 
have  thought  who  wintered  at  Valley 
Forge  with  hardly  anything  to  eat  and 
with  only  the  frozen  ground  to  sleep 
on,  if  they  had  known  that  in  a  little 
over  a  hundred  years  their  descendants 
would  have  become  too  ignorant  or 
cowardly  to  go  to  the  ballot  box  and 
vote  to  be  free.  Now,  listen  you  work- 
ingmen,  you  who  toil  with  your  hands, 
you  who  produce  ALTj  the  wealth,  are 
you  not  ashamed  when  you  see  thous- 
ands of  little  children  without  half 
enough  to  eat,  without  half  the  clothes 
they  need  to  keep  warm  in  this  land 
of  plenty?  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  see  your  masters  rolling  in  wealth 
and  sending  their  daughters  to  Europe 
to  buy  princes  and  counts  at  the  rate 
of  ten  million  dollars  a  head.  Who  do 
you  suppose  is  to  blame  for  all  this? 
Do  you  think  it  is  your  masters?  If  you 
do,  you  are  mistaken.  It  is  YOU  who 
are  to  blame,  and  nobody  but  YOU,  and 
I  want  to  tell  you  that  YOU  are  re- 
sponsible for  every  little  stomach 
which  does  not  get  enough  to  eat,  for 
every  little  body  which  shivers  for  the 
want  of  clothes  and  for  every  little 
soul  which  goes  to  its  Maker  before  its 
time  for  want  of  the  nourishment  it 
should  have  got  at  its  mother's  breast 
You  have  become  a  class  of  spineless 
sycophants,  who  are  afraid  to  take 
what  Justly  belongs  to  you. 

Now  if  you  wish  to  continue  to  see 
YOUR  children  sterve.  If  YOU  wish  to 
continue  to  support  the  royal  families 
of  Europe,  vote  for  either  of  the  old 
parties.  But  if  you  are  men,  if  you 
want  the  wealth  YOU  produce;  if  you 
want  to  own  a  government  of  YOUR 
OWN,  if  you  want  to  own  your  JOB  so 
you  will  be  able  to  work  when  you 
want  to,  without  asking  some  master  if 
he  will  please  give  you  something  to 
do,  then  vote  the  socialist  ticket 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Nemo. 


Rock  Island,  IN. 

Editob  SwrroHMEN's  Joubnal: 

As  we  are  without  a  Joxtbnal  agent, 
I  will  take  that  privilege  for  this 
issue.  We  are  holding  our  own*  here 
at  present,  when  the  force  of  switch- 
men working  here  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration. We  are  working  a  very 
small  bunch  now,  on  account  of  no 
business,  and  I  would  advise  the 
brothers  to  steer  clear  of  Rock  Island 
if  they  are  looking  for  work.  I  would 
like  to  inform  the  large  majority  of 
our  members  that  we  are  still  doing 
business  comer  -Second  avenue  and 
Nineteenth  street  every  third  Sunday 
morning  and  first  Monday  evening. 
There  is  no  other  way  to  do  this,  as 
we  have  but  a  small  portion  of  our 
membership  at  any  meeting.  Now, 
brothers,  this  is  no  time  to  lay  down, 
for  if  you  want  to  keep  in  the  game 
you  had  better  get  In  before  the  ante 
is  too  high  for  you.  We  may  be  up 
against  it  any  day,  for  as  individuals 
we  are  dead  ones,  and  it  is  so  with  any 
lodge;  if  it  is  to  be  an  individual  lodge 
it  will  soon  die.  So  come  on;  get  in 
the  game  before  it  is  too  late.  We  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  one  of  our  char- 
ter members,  Bro.  C.  O.  Dahlstedt,  who 
was  one  of  our  best  hustlers  and  ad- 
visers, and  who  was  always  ready  to 
help  a  worthy  brother  in  need.  The 
brothers  attended  the  funeral  in  a 
body,  and  made  a  very  creditable  show- 
ing. 

Well,  Bro.  Editor,  I  will  close,  with 
best  wishes  to  all.  Osoab  Bnx. 


A  physician  started  a  model  insane 
asylum,  says  the  New  York  Sun,  and 
set  apart  one  ward  especially  for  crazy 
motorists  and  chauffeurs.  Taking  a 
friend  through  the  building  he  pointed 
out  with  particular  pride  the  auto- 
mobile ward  and  called  attention  to 
its  elegant  furnishings  and  equipment 

"But"  said  the  friend,  "the  place  is 
empty;    I  don*t  see  any  patients." 

"Oh,  they  are  under  the  cots  fixing 
the  slats,"  explained  the  physician 
with  a  laugh. 


Worry  poisons  the  mind  Just  as 
much  as  a  deadly  drug  poisons  th« 
body,  and  just  as  surely. 


Experience  keeps  a  dear  school,  but 
fools  will  learn  in  no  other. — Benja- 
min Franklin. 
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No 

NAMK. 

• 

1 

Is 

PAID  TO. 

BnmBMcx. 
Bnlfalo,  N.  Y. 

i 

965 

Frank  Krows 

209 

Death  Flora,  wife 

$1,200 

956 

Jno.  R  Ck>nnor 

193 

Death  Johanna,  wife 

Ohioago.  m. 

600 

957 

Olinton  J.  Mnmby 

14 

Death  L.  0.,  wife 

Toledo,  0. 

1,200 

958 

Ghas  W.  Ross 

106 

Dis.     Self 

Dnqnesne,  Pa. 

1,200 

959 

Seyert  Hedberg 

88 

DeathlMrs.  A.,  wife 

Green  Bay,  Wis. 

600 

960 

W.  B  Kitchen 

80 

Dis.     Self 

Gd.  Rapids,  Moh. 

1,200 

961 

Michael  McQurty 

4 

Death.Mary,  wife 

Bnffalo,  N.  Y. 

600 

962 

Jno.  J.  Kane 

1 

Death  Bridget,  mother 

ElantasOitT.Mo. 

1,200 

968 

Martin  J.  O'Dwyer 

218 

Death  Sarah  Q.,  wife 

Bofblo,  N.  Y. 

1,200 

964 

Gland  P.  Poston 

87 

Death  iJoeie,  wife 

Bismarck,  Mo. 

600 

965 

Jno.  P.  Miles 

21 

Dis.     Self 

Golmnbns,  O. 

1,200 

$10,800 

Preyioosly  reported $902,292 

Paid  since  last  report 10,800 

Total $913,092 


ioknomlodgmoni  of  Claimo  Paid  in  Maro/t. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Jackson,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
Geo.  K.  Maltby,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Jeanet  Ck>wan,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
Bridget  Freeman,  Bnffalo.  N.  Y.  . 
Mrs.  M.  Fairbanlt,  St.  Panl,  Minn.   . 
Bmest  H.  Dnchen,  Bnffalo,  N.  Y. 
John  Powell,  Ohioago,  HI.         .        .       . 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Johnson,  Oincinnati,  O. 
Marj  J.  Selves,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  . 

Bllen  Rice.  Hillsboro,  Wis 

Margaret  O'Riordan,  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Mand  Irwin,  Omaha,  Neb 

Minnie  Thieman,  OoUinwood,  O. 
Oarrie  Manning,  San  Francisco,  Oal.    . 
Raymond  Norway,  Hastings,  Minn. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donaldson,  xonngstown,  O.  . 
B.  J.  Van  Norman,  Homell,  N.  Y.    . 

A.  Bnckley,  Scranton,  Pa 

John  H.  Fitzpatrick,  Superior,  Wis.  . 
Lillian  L.  Olark.  Kansas,  111.         .        .        . 
Thos.  W.  Oollins,  St.  Lonis,  Mo. 


$   600 

600 
1,200 
1,200 

600 

300 
1,200 

600 
1,200 
1,200 

600 
1,200 
1,200 

600 

300 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1.200 
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'Md^j^i^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 

GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  May  1, 1908. 
BROTHERS: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  asflessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Secretary  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  every  month  (see  Section  213).  Grand  duea 
are  fifty  cents  (oOc)  per  month j  members  holding  class  "  B"  certificate,  assess- 
ment fc.OO;  class  "A"  certificate,  assessment  fl.OO:  class  "C"  certificate, 
assessment  50c  (see  section  83).  A  failure  on  your  part  to  comply  therewith  is 
a  forfeiture  ofmembershlp  in  the  Union  without  hirther  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  is  to 
pay  t>eneflciary  rlaims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Grand  dues  and  assessments  collected  ftx>m  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (3d)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182) . 
YoorsinB.,  H.  <&P., 

M.  R.  WELCH, 

Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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INTERNATIONAL  OITICERS 

International  P»e8idbni^-F.  T.  Hmwley, 
3a6  Brisbane  Bldg.»  Buffalo»  N.  Y. 

GlAND     SBCtXTAtY     AND     TbBASURBI — ^M.     R. 

Welch,  3^6  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Bell  'Phone,  Seneca  3041. 

JoDftNAL  Editor — F.  M.  Cassidy,  3s6  Bris- 
bane Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GiAMD  BoAiD  OF  DiucTOis — Ed.  Jadoon, 
304  Smith  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  C  H.  Irdand, 

SK>5    Commercial   Ave.,    Chicago,   111.;   Harry 
olan,  408  Stone  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

iNTBtNATIONAL   ViCB  PSXSIDBNTS— FirSt,  S. 

E.  Heberling,  4606  York  St.,  Denver,  CoL; 
Second,  J.  B.  Connort,  1964  Lm^ey  Atc, 
Chicafo,  JXLi  Third.  D.  A.  fianhbarger,  m$ 
Brisbane  Bldg..  Buffalo.  N.  Y.;  Fourth,  Wm. 
H.  Burt,  3s6  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GtAMD  MiDiCAL  EzAMiNBK— M.  A.  Sttlliyan, 
M.  D.»  3s6  Brisbane  Bldf.  Residenoe,  oor. 
Ridge  Road  and  South  Fftrk  Atc,  West 
Seneca.  N.  Y. 

SUBORDINATE  LODGES 

KANSAS  CITY  LODGE  No.  i,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  meets  second  Sunday  and  fourth  Satur- 
day at  7.30  p.  m.,  at  703  Southwest  Boulerard. 

President— W.  J.  Graham,  2329  Terrace  St. 

Sec.— A.  F.  Mielke,  3831  Belleview  Are. 

Treas.— S.  W.  Green,  416  Kansas  Ave.,  Kan- 
sas  City,  Kan. 

RIVERVIEW  LODGE  No.  a,  Kansas  Qty. 
Kan.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursday,  8 
p.  m.,  in  Shankenberry's  HaH. 

President — E.  L.  Kine,  iao6  Osage  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — Otto  LoutD,  S4i  a*  "th  St. 

Journal — H.  J.  Beard,  13x0  Kesenroir  Ave., 
K.  C,  Mo. 


JOLIET  LODGE  No.  3.  JoUet,  IlL,  »^» 
first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.,  and  third 
Sunday  at  3  p.  m.,  of  each  month,  in  Connor's 
Hall,  cor.  Joliet  and  Jefferson  Sts. 

President— Nick  Welch.  400  S.  Ottawa  St. 

Sec  and  Jour. — ^F.  P.  Lumley,  600  Elmwood 
Ave. 

Treas. — J.  W.  Austin,  104  Gardner  St. 

BUFFALO  LODGE  No.  4*  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
meets  every  second  and  fourth  Saturday  at 
8.30  p.  m^  and  fourth  Sunday.  9.30  a.  m.,  in 
Beyer's  Hall,  cor.  Swan  and  Emslie  Sts. 


President— H.  W.  Duly,  156  Fulton  St. 
Rec  Sec— C.  W.  Chappell,  60  Unger  Ave. 
Treas.— Geo.  Hamilton,  474  Seneca. 

OVERLAND  LODGE  No.  s>  Omaha,  Neb., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Monoay  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Lincoln  Hall,  cor.  Sixth  and  Pierce. 

President — ^H.  J.  Haverly,  3x09  S.  xoth  St 

Sec— J.  H.  McGann,  x6xo  Izard  St. 

Treas.«-S.  G.  Stalder,  X517  William  St. 

Journal — J,  J.  Fenton,  xoth  and  Pierce. 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  LODGE  No.  6,  Coun- 
cil  Bluffs,  la.,  meets  second  Monday  at  8.^0 
a.  m.,  third  Friday  8.30  p.  m.,  in  Storz  Block, 
third  floor,  corner  Broadway  and  Scott  St. 

President— C  P.  Clementsen,  3300  So.  6th 
8t 


Sec— H.  B.  Williamson,  8x6  S.  Sixth  St. 
Treas. — F.  Colbum,  X64  Graham  Ave 
Journal — E.  O.  Shannon,  3700  Third  Ave. 

FLOUR  CITY  LODGE  No.  7,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  meets  at  M.  W.  A.  Hall.  cor.  3%  and 
Cedar  Sts.,  South,  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month  at  3  p.  m.,  and  on  the  third  Sunday  at 
8  p.  m. 

President— Wm.  G.  Kelley,  3x06  E.  39th  St. 

Treas.— A.  C.  Miller.  34x3  30th  Ave,  S. 

Sec  and  Journal — D.  E.  Clifford,  3533 
Cedar  Ave. 

TRILBY  LODGE  No.  8,  Fort  Worth,  Tex., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Mondajrs  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

President— C.  G.  Glanton,  xxoo  E.  Aimie  St. 

Sec — C  H.  Nelson,  X033  £.  R.  R.  Ave. 

Treas. — ^W.  W.  Woodson,  940  E.  Anney  St. 

ST.  JOSEPH  LODGE  No.  9*  St.  JoMph, 
Mo.,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesday  at  7*30 
p.  m.,  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall,  Ninth  and  Lo- 
cust St. 

President— S.  H.  Price,  isxx  Penn  St. 

Treas.— W.  Sego.  sBox  S.  sand  St. 

Sec— Wm.  McNichols,   xxos  So.   X4th  St. 

Treas.— W.  Sego.  a8ox  S.  sand  St. 

MILWAUKEE  LODGE  No.  xo,  MUwaukee, 
Wis.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  after- 
noon of  each  month  at  3  o'clock,  at  Third  and 
National  Aves. 

President- Journal — ^W.  H.  Larldn,  xssx  S. 
Pierce  St. 

Sec— Ed.  Coolahan,  83  x   Clybom  St. 

Treas.— Chas.  G.  Fry,  944  Winebago  St. 

M.  J.  NAUGHTON  LODGE  No.  ti,  Cleve- 
land, O.,  meets  in  Beneficiary  Hall,  308  Supe- 
rior Ave..  N.  W.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  8.30 
a.  m.  ana  third  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. 

President— James  Dauy,  3x31    W.   90th   St., 

Sec— Geo.  KadeL  31x9  W.  84th  St. 
Treas.— W.   J.   Keegan,   789   E.    xosth   St., 
N.  E. 

Journal — ^J.  T.  Joy,  90  Stateview  Ave. 

TOPEKA  LODGE  No.  X3,  Topeka,  Kan., 
meets  first  and  third  Thursday  nights  of  each 
month  at  8.30  o'clock,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Sixth 
and  Quincy  Sts. 

President— E.  E.  McFadden,  8  Elliott  St. 

Sec— H.  M.  Finnic.  927  W.  Gordon,  No. 
Topeka. 

Treas. — Jno.  Nelson,  404  Madison  St. 

DETROIT  LODGE  No.  X3.  Detroit.  Mich, 
meets  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m., 
and  second  Sunday  at  9  a.  m.,  in  Coxxiie  Bldg., 
cor.  Farrar  and  Gratiot  Ave. 

President— C.  C.  FounUin,  59  Lovett  Ave. 

Sec — Cory  Derousie,  aao  i8ui  St 

Treas. — ^James  Trant.  106  soth  St. 

Journal — C.  D.  Chilos,  75  X4th  St 

TOLEDO  LODGE  No.  X4.  Toledo,  Ohio, 
meets  second  Thursday  at  8,  and  fourth  Thurs- 
day at  8  p.  m.,  at  Broer's  Hall,  636  St  Clair 
St 

President — ^Thomas  Dean,  3x3  South  St 

Sec — Joseph  Keenn,  1617  Indiana  Ave. 

Treas. — ^Henry  Gale,  X344  Missouri  St 
flat 

Journal — ^D.  J.  Dorcy,  330  Dale  St 
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THE    LADIES'   AUXILIARY 
TO    THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


Salt  Lake  Gty,  Utah. 

Editor  Switchmbn's  Journal: 

As  tlie  ladles  have  appointed  me 
Journal  agent  for  No.  20.  Sego  Lily 
Lodge,  you  will  hear  from  us  fre- 
quently. 

We  are  still  a  small  bunch,  but  a 
very  live  one.  We  have  two  new  can- 
didates for  our  next  meeting.  Of 
course,  the  hard  times  are  felt  here  in 
Salt  Lake  as  well  as  elsewhere,  but 
no  worse,  and  as  most  of  the  brothers 
have  been  able  to  get  in  some  time,  we 
feel  that  we  have  a  great  deal  to  be 
thankful  foi^. 

At  our  meeting  of  March  19th  it  was 
decided  to  hold  a  business  meeting  on 
the  first  Thursday  of  each  month; 
then,  on  the  third  Thursday,  to  have 
a  little  social,  or  get-acquainted  party 
at  the  different  members*  homes.  As 
the  first  one  will  be  at  Sister  Bay's  on 
the  17th  of  April,  everyone  knows  that 
a  jolly  good  time  is  awaiting  him. 

Sister  Margetts  read  a  paper  on 
"How  to  Keep  Well  in  Summer,'*  which 
was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  ladies. 

At  our  last  meeting,  which  was  held 
on  April  2d,  we  planned  to  give  a  card 
party  on  April  13th,  at  Eagle  Hall. 
We  hope  to  have  a  large  crowd;  in  fact, 
we  are  sure  to,  as  everyone  knows  that 
a  good  time  is  in  store  for  him  if  the 
ladles  give  an  entertainment 

Sister  Wilbur  read  an  article  from 
the  Journal,  *'Speak  a  Good  Word," 
which  was  enjoyed,  and  we  are  going 
to  practice,  that  is,  ^'continue  to  prac- 
tice.*' 

On  April  Ist  the  brothers  and  sisters 
gave  a  little  surprise  party  to  Sister 
Shil,  the  occasion  being  her  birthday, 
and  as  the  ladies  wanted  to  give  her  a 
little  token  of  esteem,  Sister  Wilbur 
presented  her  with  a  pair  of  kids,  in 
behalf  of  the  ladies,  and  as  the  kids 
were  just  what  she  needed  mostly,  as 
she  was  on  the  verge  of  purchasing  a 
pair,  they  were  thankfully  received. 
Cards  were  played  and  appropriate 
prizes     awarded.       The     ladies     then 


served  dainty  refreshments  which  they 
had  prepared  beforehand. 

We  still  have  a  little  sickness.  Our 
worthy  Mistress  Smith  is  not  well.  Wt 
sincerely  hope  to  see  her  about  in  a 
few  days,  also  Sister  Cox. 

Death  has  again  been  in  our  midst 
Brother  and  Sister  McCoon  have  lost 
their  dear  little  baby  daughter.  They 
have  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  all  the 
members  of  Sego  Lily  Lodge. 

As  this  is  quite  a  long  letter,  and 
trusting  it  will  not  find  its  way  to  the 
waste  basket,  I  will  close. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  8.  U.  of 
N.  A.  and  L.  A.,  1  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Viola  Charles. 


Denver,  Col. 

Epitor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  is  with  sad  feelings  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  wrfte  of  the  death  of 
one  of  No.  35*s  members.  The  saddest 
part  is,  he  was  only  an  honorary  mem- 
ber until  just  a  few  days  prior  to  his 
tragic  death  he  concluded  to  take  out 
the  insurance,  but  waited  too  long,  and 
therefore  left  his  wife  with  three  poor» 
helpless  little  ones  to  battle  alone  in 
this  world  without  a  dollar.  This 
should  be  a  warning  to  others.  He 
was  shot  down  while  returning  from 
work  by  a  C.  ft  S.  scab  herder.  The 
reason  given  was  he  thought  he  was  a 
thief.  God  pity  such  poor  mortals! 
If  that  man  could  have  seen  that  poor 
stricken  family,  he  certainly  would  not 
have  thought  much  of  his  morning's 
work — a  poor  little,  pale  woman  and 
three  small  helpless  children,  none  old 
enough  to  realize  the  hard  struggle 
their  mother  has  before  her.  But  a« 
there  is  One  who  says  "I  will  care  for 
the  widows  and  orphans,"  we  know 
there  will  be  many  friends  to  come 
forward  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  I 
must  say  too  much  praise  cannot  be 
said  for  No.  35*s  members.  They  came 
forward  with   their  kind    help,    both 
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financially  and  morally,  and  showed 
every  attention  that  could  be  shown  to 
those  left  behind.  He  was  a  kind  and 
indulgent  father  and  husband,  and  con- 
sidered one  of  few  in  trying  to  uplift 
his  fellow -men.  May  peace  be  with 
him. 

Well,  before  the  next  Joubxal  is 
printed  we  expect  to  see  an  auxility  to 
No.  35  well  started.  Sister  Dale  is 
organizing  one,  and  is  meeting  with 
good  success,  and  I  am  sure  we  will 
be  a  great  help  to  No.  35  in  time  of 
sickness  and  death.  That  is  when  the 
boys  need  us;  there  are  so  many  little 
things  that  men  do  not  understand  and 
many  things  they  feel  backward  in 
doing.  Then  is  when  the  ladies  can 
step  in  and  help.  Now  you  other  L. 
A.'s  will  have  to  stir  yourselves,  for 
No.  35*8  ladles  are  like  the  men — ^we 
will  take  no  back  seat,  but  will  be  up 
and  doing. 

Well,  a  word  to  the  voters.  I  see 
where  someone  suggested  to  run  Mr. 
Gompers.  What's  the  matter  with  our 
president,  F.  T.  Hawley?  If  he  would 
only  make  half  as  good  a  President 
for  the  U.  S.  of  N.  A.  as  he  does  of  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  country  would 
surely  be  in  good  hands.  I  have  al- 
ways wanted  to  see  some  of  our  lead- 
ers either  in  Congress  or  in  the  Presi- 
dent's chair.  Say  we  have  our  Presi- 
dent sent  to  Denver  in  July. 

Business  is  still  very  quiet  here,  and 
I  presume  it  will  be  so  until  after  the 
election. 

D.  A  R.  G.  employes  are  still  on 
strike.  The  Goulds  must  have  a  few 
more  millions  for  another  Frenchman. 
God  pity  such  poor  fools.  It  is  a  won- 
der Jay  Gould  does  not  rise  up  out  of 
his  grave.  Give  me  a  good,  loyal  union 
American  for  my  daughter;  none  of 
your  milksops  without  brains  enough 
to  do  an  honest  day's  work.  Look  at 
the  scandals  from  such  marriages; 
they  are  not  fit  for  our  young  to  read. 
Why  is  not  such  forbidden  to  be 
printed? 

I  see  in  last  issue  our  worthy  Presi- 
dent has  been  quite  ill.  I  sincerely 
hope  ere  this  reaches  you  he  will  be 
entirely  recovered,  and  in  saying  this 
I  only  express  every  loyal  union  man's 
wish.  For  who  could  take  his  place 
at  this  critical  time  when  we  need  a 
firm  and  steady  hand  to  guide  our  little 
bark  to  safety? 

I  say.  laddies,  stand  firm  and  do  not 
for  one  instant  consider  a  cut  in  wages. 


Be  patient  and  all  will  be  well,  for 
there  is  One  who  will  never  desert 
you  in  time  of  trouble.  Just  stop  a 
few  minutes  and  ask  His  guidance. 
He  is  our  friend  and  succor;  in  Him 
we  must  trust,  not  in  our  poor,  frail 
body. 

Well,  this  is  a  long  letter,  but  I  hope 
not  too  long  for  the  editor. 

Will  close  with  best  wishes  for  our 
Grand  officers  and  the  S.  U.  at  large. 
A  true  friend, 

Katie  Fbedebicks. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Another  month  has  passed  and  the 
time  is  at  hand  to  write  to  the  Jour- 
nal. 

Poppy  Lodge  No.  25  is  getting  along 
very  nicely,  although  we  haven't  taken 
in  any  new  members,  as  so  many 
switchmen  are  out  of  employment  and 
their  families  think  they  had  better 
wait  before  joining,  but  we  are  also 
glad  to  state  we  have  lost  no  members 
through  this  source. 

We  disposed  of  our  pillow  last 
month  ,and  it  happened  to  fall  to  a 
young  lady  who  expects  to  go  to  house- 
keeping for  herself  before  long,  and  the 
pillow  will  be  a  beautiful  ornament  in 
her  home  and  will  always  remind  her 
of  Poppy  Lodge  No.  25.  We  cleared 
*  over  forty  dollars  on  it  for  our  treas- 
ury. 

Our  lodge  gave  a  surprise  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Martin  several  weeks  ago 
to  show  them  the  high  esteem,  they 
were  held  in  by  our  lodge.  They  cer- 
tainly were  surprised  as  we  had  to 
make  Bro.  Martin  get  out  of  bed,  and 
his  wife  was  calling  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. We  took  possession  of  the 
house,  and  all  left  saying  they  never 
spent  a  more  pleasant  evening. 

The  brothers  here  gave  their  an- 
nual ball  March  17th,  and  we  certainly 
had  a  grand  time.  Sister  Evans  and 
Bro.  Stoaks  led  the  grand  march,  and 
they  did  fine  making  the  big  letter 
"S." 

The  ladies  of  the  auxiliary  were 
honored  with  a  large  corsage  bouquet 
of  violets  from  the  brothers,  and  we 
certainly  were  proud.  We  each  wore 
a  badge  of  our  colors,  as  we  wanted 
everyone  to  know  we  were  members  of 
the  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
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The  brothers  will  give  a  social  to 
the  ladies  next  meeting,  and  we  ex- 
pect a  large  crowd  of  switchmen's 
wives  that  are  not  with  us,  and  we 
hope  to  get  them  interested  so  as  to 
be  able  to  take  in  many  candidates  in 
the  next  month. 

Hoping  I  will  have  more  to  tell  you 
of  Poppy  Lodge  next  month,  and  with 
best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and 
Li,  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J.. 

Mas.  Mabel  Bailt. 


Youfigstown,  O. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubxal: 

Once  again  the  angel  of  death  has 
visited  Lodge  No.  169.  Twice  now 
within  two  short  months.  This  time 
the  unfortunate  one  being  Bro.  J.  P. 
Farrell  (whose  death  notice  you  no 
doubt  have  all  read  in  last  month's 
JoiBNAL).  He  left  a  wife  and  three 
children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind 
and  loving  husband  and  father.  May 
God  the  Almighty  who  doeth  all  things 
for  the  best,  bring  comfort  to  their 
aching  hearts  and  help  them  to  carry 
their  burden  of  grief.  The  members 
of  No.  109  and  their  families  extend 
sjTnpathy  to  the  bereaved  wife  and 
children  in  this  their  sad  hour  of 
affliction.  He  was  a  good  member,  one 
who  was  always  prompt  in  everything 
concerning  the  lodge,  and  his  pres- 
ence will  be  missed  in  the  lodge-room 
and  ills  daily  work  on  the  L.  S.  &  M.  S., 
where  he  had  been  employed  for  years. 
None  will  miss  him  more,  next  to  the 
family,  than  the  old  comrades  that  he 
had  worked  side  by  side  with  week  in 
and  week  out  while  '*old  Father  Time 
rolled  on."  We  little  realize  from  day 
to  day  who  next  will  be  called  to 
drop  the  lantern  and  dinner-bucket  to 
answer  the  roll-call  across  the  valley 
to  the  Great  Master  above.  When  our 
loved  ones  leave  home  with  the  cheery 
^good-bye,"  how  little  we  realize  that 
it  may  be  the  last.  We  little  know 
what  will  happen  before  tomorrow's 
sunset.  Death  comes  upon  us  so  sud- 
denly, and  how  many  of  you  are  pre- 
pared? How  many  of  you  think  of 
your  dues  until  every  penny  is  gone? 
Then  you  go  to  the  officers  of  the  lodge 
with  a  long  story  of  how  you  did  not 
have  the  money,  and  a  dozen  excuses, 
and  then  at  last  get  mad  at  the  officers 


of  your  lodga  and  call  them  names  be- 
cause they  did  not  carry  you  over. 

Where  does  your  family  come  in,  or 
those  depending  on  your  support? 
What  is  to  be  done  if  you  are  sud- 
denly taken  from  their  midst,  or  crip- 
pled for  life? 

Well,  •*nufl  ced,"  boys,  I  am  not 
writing  a  sermon  to  you,  but  think  of 
those  who  are  left  with  nothing  but 
their  two  hands  to  earn  their  daily 
bread.  Perhaps  a  dear  old  mother 
looks  for  you  home  every  night  or 
morn,  or  an  invalid  sister  or  brother 
you  are  caring  for.  What  is  to  be- 
come of  them?  And  think  you  they 
should  be  turned  out  to  strangers? 
You  are  Just  as  liable  to  be  the  next 
one,  be  you  ever  so  strong. 

Lodge  No.  169  held  its  regular  meet- 
ing Thursday,  April  16th,  there  being 
a  fine  turn-out  of  the  boys. 

Well,  I  hear  the  editor  saying  side- 
track, for  there  are  others.  So,  boys 
of  No.  169,  remember  your  lodge 
meets  the  third  Thursday  in  each 
month,  and  you  want  to  get  right 
down  to  meeting  on  double-quick  time 
or  you  may  be  fined  for  being  tardy. 
Remember,  no  excuses,  as  they  do  not 
count. 

Best  wishes  for  all  from 

Mas.  Walter  Dalbymple. 


South  Chkaso,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

At  the  last  meeting  of  Calumet 
Lodge  No.  15  two  new  members  were 
balotted  for  and  will  be  initiated  at  our 
next  meeting.  While  we  are  continu- 
ally gaining  new  members,  a  few  or 
the  sisters  have  been  suspended  owing 
to  non-payment  of  dues.  Now,  as  no 
sister  is  ever  dropped  without  a 
thorough  investigation  as  to  her 
ability  to  pay,  It  remains  to  be  seen 
that  the  members  who  were  suspended 
were  In  a  position  to  pay  the  small 
assessment  of  fifty  cents  a  month.  As 
each  suspended  sister  has  been  re- 
peatedly notified  it  looks  very  much  as 
though  it  was  her  wish  to  leave  the 
order.  Now  that  is  her  privilege,  but 
I  think  the  least  she  might  do  is  pay 
up  the  back  dues  and  get  a  withdrawal 
card,  as  the  lodge  must  stand  the  loss 
incurred  by  the  non-payment  of  her 
assessment.  It  seems  incredible,  but  the 
fact  is  that  a  woman  who  would  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


474 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


think  of  leaving  any  other  bill  unpaid, 
will  calmly  stand  by  and  make  no  effort 
to  settle  her  assessment.  Fortunately 
there  have  been  but  few  who  have  done 
so,  but  for  those  few  there  apparently 
is  no  excuse,  because  every  sister 
knows  that  if  her  circumstances  do  not 
warrant  her  paying  she  will  be  carried 
until  she  can  pay.  and  if  for  any  rea- 
son she  wishes  to  leave  the  order,  she 
can  readily  do  so  in  a  lady-like  and 
business-nke  manner. 

When  one  hears  so  much  about  the 
inability  of  the  female  sex  to  agree 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  I  think  I 
will  mention  the  fact  that  sisters 
Kranbaum,  Barrett  and  Robinson,  all 
of  whom  have  children  and  who  have 
for  seven  years  lived  in  adjoining  flats 
in  the  same  building,  have  now  bright 
homes  right  next  to  each  other,  so  they 
probably  will  not  be  separated  for  year^ 
to  come.  I  mention  the  fact  to  show 
in  what  harmony  people  can  live  when 
they  try  to.  The  fact  is  still  more  re- 
markable when  we  think  of  children 
agreeing  so  long,  in  fact  they  are  like 
one  family.  The  sisters  of  Calumet 
Lodge  hope  that  the  three  families  will 
still  live  in  harmony  to  enjoy  their 
new  homes  for  years  to  come. 

Sister  Anna  Olsen  has  donated  a 
beautiful  berry  set  to  Calumet  Lodge 
and  the  set  will  be  disposed  of  at  our 
meeting  on  the  evening  of  April  23d,  at 
which  meeting  we  hope  to  see  every 
member  and  her  husband  (if  she  has 
one)  present 

Jennie  Sine. 


The  Boycott  is  Unlawful;  But 
the  BlockRst  is  Not. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  decided  that  for  members 
of  a  labor  union  to  agree  among  them- 
selves that  they  will  not  patronize  an 
Individual,  firm  or  company  that  will 
not  deal  with  them  as  unionists  is  a 
restraint  of  trade  and  consequently 
forbidden  by  law. 

On  January  23d  the  same  court  de- 
cided that  it  was  not  contrary  to  law 
for  a  corporation  to  refuse  to  patron- 
ize members  of  a  labor  union  because 
they  were  members  of  the  union  and 
that  a  statute  declaring  this  to  be  un- 
lawful conflicted  with  the  constitution 
and  was  null  and  void. 

The  law  bearing  upon  the  relations 
of  trade  unions  and  employers  of  labor 


is  thus  definitely  and  authoritatively 
interpreted  by  the  court  of  last  resort: 
To  boycott  is  unlawful;  to  blacklist  is 
not 

The  law  declared  unconstitutional 
on  January  23d  was  known  as  the  Erd- 
man  act.  It  was  limited  in  its  scope. 
It  applied  only  to  railroad  corpora- 
tions engaged  in  inter-State  commerce. 
It  forbade  the  dismissal  of  employes 
because  they  were  members  of  a  labor 
union  by  such  corporations. 

In  that  case  there  was  no  question 
of  a  restraint  of  trade.  The  theory  of 
the  law  as  enacted  by  Congress  was 
that  railroad  employes  and  other 
workingmen  had  a  right  to  organize 
for  their  own  protection  and  for  the 
betterment  of  their  condition  and  that 
it  was  contrary  to  public  policy  to  dis- 
miss them  from  employment  for  exer- 
cising that  right. 

Railroad  companies  are  given  the 
valuable  privilege  of  establishing  pub- 
lic highways  and  collecting  the  toll 
thereon.  In  return  for  this  they  are 
presumed  to  owe  peculiar  obligations 
to  the  public.  One  of  these  obligations 
would  be  to  carry  on  their  business  in 
a  manner  approved  by  public  policy. 

But  the  court  held  that  the  Erdman 
law  was  a  violation  of  the  right  of 
contract  and  could  not  stand.  The 
railroad  corporations  had  the  right  to 
buy  the  labor  of  whom  they  pleased 
and  if  they  objected  to  labor  unions 
could  dismiss  the  members  thereof 
from  their  employ  as  they  pleased. 

But  when  labor  unions  refuse  to  pa- 
tronize or  employ  indirectly  men  to 
make  their  hats  because  they  are  non- 
union men  that  is  a  restraint  of  trade 
and  contrary  to  law. 

That  is  the  law.  The  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  has  so  declared, 
and  there  is  no  disputing  that  de- 
cision and  no  appeal  from  it. 

But  it  is  not  a  fair,  impartial  or 
just  law  that  approves  the  blacklist 
and  condemns  the  boycott. 

The  boycott  may  be  un-American 
and  all  that,  but  if  it  is  lawful  for 
employers  to  refuse  to  deal  with  work- 
ingmen simply  because  they  are  mem- 
bers of  a  labor  union,  then  it  should 
be  lawful  for  members  of  a  labor 
union  to  refuse  to  deal  with  employ- 
ers who  will  not  deal  with  them  and 
to  ask  their  friends  to  refrain  from 
dealing  with  such  men. — Progress, 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

BiNOHAMTON,  N.  Y.,  ApHl  8,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  Broome  Lodge  No.  114, 
Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America, 
at  their  last  regular  meeting,  March 
23.  1908: 

Whereas,  The  Great  and  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  has  in  His  in- 
-finite  wisdom  removed  from  our  midst 
one  of  our  worthy  and  esteemed 
brothers,  Joseph  D.  Lynch;    and 

Whereas,  The  long  and  intimate  re- 
lation held  with  him  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties  to  this  union 
makes  it  eminently  befitting  that  we 
record  our  appreciation  of  him;    and 

Whereas,  The  wisdom  and  ability 
that  he  exercised  in  aid  of  our  union, 
by  service,  contribution  and  counsel, 
will  b3  held  in  grateful  remembrance; 
and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  of 
such  a  life  from  our  midst  leaves  a 
vacancy  and  a  shadow  that  will  be 
deeply  realized  by  all  members  of  this 
union;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That,  with  deep  sympathy 
for  the  widow  and  son  of  our  departed 
brother,  we  express  our  hope  that  even 
80  great  a  loss  may  be  overruled  for 
good  by  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well;    and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
bereaved  widow  and  son,  and  our  char- 
ter be  draped  for  thirty  days. 
Patrick  Bulger. 
James    Harttgan, 
John  Downs, 

Committee. 


YouxosTOWN,  O.,  April  16,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Good  Hope 
Lodge  No.  169,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whereas.  It  has  pleased  the  Al- 
mighty God,  Supreme  Ruler  of  heaven 
and  earth,  to  take  from  our  midst  our 
late  brother.  J.  P.  Farrell,  who  died 
March  19th;    and 

Whereas,  In  his  death  Lodge  No. 
169  has  lost  a  true,  worthy  brother 
who  was  always  ready  to  help  when 
needed  and  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
lodge  In  general;    therefore,  be  it 


Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sym- 
pathy to  his  beloved  wife  and  children 
as  evidence  of  our  love  and  respect 
for  our  deceased  brother;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  that  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  records  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  a  copy  be  sent  to  our  Journal 
for  publication;  also  that  a  copy  be 
sent  to  the  wife  and  children  of  our  ' 
deceased  brother. 

e.  j.  korman, 
Pat  Connors, 
S.  W.  Johnston, 

Committee. 


Mobile.  Ala.,  April  14,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  by  Lodge  No.  1G6,  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  Inflnite  wisdom  to  call 
from  our  midst  Bro.  George  Lyons,  who 
died  March  6th;    and 

Whereas.  In  the  death  of  Bro. 
Lyons  Lodge  No.  166  has  lost  a  faith- 
ful and  hard-working  brother;  there- 
fore be  It 

Resolved  That  the  members  of 
Lodge  No.  166  S.  U.  of  N.  A,,  extend  to 
relatives  of  said  brother  their  sym- 
pathy In  their  hour  of  sorrow;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  drape  our  charter 
for  thirty  days,  and  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions   be   sent    to    the   Journal, 
one  to  the  relatives,  and  one  spread  on 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting. 
A.  E.  Clarke, 
H.  D.  Meadows, 
C.  Rayfield, 

Committee. 


Dalton,  III,,  April  13,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  George 
Washington  Lodge  No.  189,  Dalton, 
III.,  held  April  5,  1908,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Su- 
preme Ruler,  in  His  infinite  wisdom, 
to  remove  from  our  midst  our  esteemed 
brother,  Fred  A.  Jackson,  who  was 
accidentally  killed  in  Chicago.  111., 
March  23.  1908;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  mourn  the  loss  of 
our  departed  brother,  and  tender  to 
the  wife  and  children  of  our  deceased 
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brother  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy in  this  sad  hour  of  bereavement; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  mark  of 
respect  we  drape  our  charter  in  mourn- 
ing for  thirty  days,  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting,  a  copy  be  presented  to  the 
widow,  and  a  copy  be  transmitted  to 
our  JouBNAL  fo«*  publication. 

Geo.  W.  Luckenbhx, 

C.  D.  Culler, 

J.  A.  Headlet, 

Committee, 


Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  21,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge 
No.  226,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  to 
take  from  us  Bro.  Henry  Pickett,  who 
died  March  6th;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his 
mother  and  brothers  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  this  their  sad  hour;  and, 
be  It  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Joubnal  for  pub- 
lication, and  our  charter  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty  days. 
Wm.  H.  Redding, 
Wm.  Madigan, 
John  M.  Collins, 

Committee, 


Prankun  Pabk,  111.,  April  7,  *08. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Frank- 
lin Park  Lodge  No.  193,  held  Feb.  nth, 
the  following  resolutions  were  read 
and  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  is  with  heartfelt  sor- 
row that  we  announce  in  the  pink  book 
the  death  of  our  late  Bro.  J.  R.  Con- 
nors of  Lodge  No.  193,  who  was  killed 
Feb.  7th.  while  at  work  for  C.  A  W.  I; 
and 

Whebeas,  Bro.  Connors  was  an  hon- 
est, upright  and  honorable  brother  and 
an  earnest  and  conscientious  worker 
for  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  although  he  had 
worked  among  us  for  three  years,  we 
feel  as  though  he  were  here  but  yester- 
day and  his  death  is  deeply  mourned 
by  every  brother  of  this  lodge  and  all 
who  knew  him.  We  extend  to  the 
bereaved  wife  and  relatives  our  most 
heartfelt    sympathy    and    pray    with 


them  that  our  brother  Is  resting  in 
peace  eternal ;  and 

Whebeas,  It  is  the  will  of  the  divine 
Lord  to  remove  from  this  earth  our  be- 
loved brother  J.  R.  Connors;  and 

Whebeas.  By  his  death  his  wife  has 
lost  a  true  and  devoted  husband  and 
Lodge  No.  193  a  good  and  faithful 
brother;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sin- 
cere sympathy  to  the  bereaved  wife 
and  relatives;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty  days 
and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  bereaved  wife  and  also  be  spread 
on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 

J.   C.   McBbide. 
John  Beat. 
A.  H.  Babton. 

Committee. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  April  13,  '08. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Grolden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  3,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  our  al- 
mighty €rOd  to  remove  from  our  midst 
the  mother  of  Bro.  Dave  Bruneau; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this 
auxiliary  extend  to  Bro.  Bruneau  and 
family  their  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
their  sad  bereavement;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  epread  on  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  one  sent  to  the  bereaved 
family,  and  one  to  the  Joubnal  for 
publication. 

Dearest  mother,  thou  hast  left  us, 

And  thy  loss  we  deeply  feel. 
But  'tis  God  who  has  bereft  us. 

He  can  all  our  sorrows  heal. 
Yet  again  we  hope  to  meet  thee 

When  the  day  of  life  is  fled. 
When  in  heaven  with  Joy  to  greet  thee. 

Where  no  farewell  tears  are  shed. 

Miss  Josephine  Covyeow, 
Mbs.  Hattie  Davis, 
Mbs.   Alice   Benedict. 

Committee. 


If  thou  find  truth  and  love  in  thy- 
self thou  Shalt  be  able  to  find  them 
also  in  the  lives  of  thy  fellows. 
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Card  of  Thanks. 

Kanbas.  111.,  April  7. 
Bditob  Switchmbi7*s  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  members  of  On  the 
Banks  of  the  Wabash  Lodge  No.  94 
for  the  kindness  shown  during  the  ill- 
ness and  death  of  my  loving  husband. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  prompt  payment  of  the 
policy  held  by  my  husband. 

Mrs.  I.  W.  Clabk. 

JoLiET,  III.,  April  20,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  thank  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  insur- 
ance of  my  husband,  Bmll  G.  Seabert, 
of  Joliet  Lodge  No.  3.  who  lost  his  life 
on  Nov.  29,  1907,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties;  also  to  thank  the  mem- 
bers for  their  beautiful  floral  offering. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Mbs.  Tillie  Seabebt. 


Tacoma,  Wash.,  April  5,  1908. 
M,  R.  Welch,  326  Brisbane  Bldg,,  Buf- 
falo, N.  y.; 
Janet  W.  Cowan,  widow  of  the  late 
Michael  J.  Cowan,  wishes  to  express 
her  thanks  to  the  offlcers  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  for  payment  of 
claim  held  by  her,  and  especially  to 
Mr.  George  Herbert,  Mr.  Joy,  and  Mr. 
Eichman,  officers  of  Puget  Sound 
Lodge  No.  135,  for  active,  interest 
taken  in  her  behalf. 

Respectfully, 
Mrs.  Janet  W.  Cowan. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  March  31,  *08. 
To  Mrs.  Lydia  Siedler  and  Family: 

The  oflicers  and  members  of  Twin 
City  Lodge  No.  4  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.,  wish  to  extend  to  you  in  this  your 
hour  of  sorrow  the  strong  hand  of 
sisterhod  and  protection,  and  wish  you 
to  remember  that  our  most  tender  sym- 
pathy is  yours,  where  many  leagues  of 
sorrow  and  grief  and  loneliness  and 
burning  pain  must  drink  up  your 
smarting  tears  before  you  may  cool 
your  beating  pulses  in  the  blessed 
shadows  that  hover  about  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  land. 

May  God  be  with  you,  protect  and 
strengthen  you,  and  give  you  wisdom 
and  guidance  through  the  dark  lanes 
of  this  intricate  existence  and  prepare 
you  to  meet  the  brave  spirit  who  has 
gone  so  nobly  before  you  and  is  patient- 
ly waiting  until  your  mission  on  earth 
is  done.  Jessie  Tiebnet, 

Ida  Maebt, 
Susan  Gbiswald. 

Committee, 


St.  Paul.  Minn.,  April  2,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  members  of  West  Side 
Lodge  No.  27,  for  the  many  acts  of 
kindness  shown  myself  and  children  in 
our  sad  bereavement,  the  loss  of  our 
beloved  husband  and  father.  Prank 
Faribault,  and  for  the  beautiful  floral 
offering. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  insurance 
of  my  dear  husband. 

May  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  ever  prosper. 
I  remain.      Respectfully  yours, 

Mrs.  Mary  Faribault. 


MiNNEAPOUs,  Minn.,  April  10,  '08. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  30  and 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  the  S.  U.  for 
the  floral  tribute  and  for  their  kind- 
ness and  sympathy  shown  me  in  my 
sad  hour  of  bereavement,  the  loss  of 
my  dear  husband,  who  lost  his  life  on 
the  13th  day  of  December,  1907.  while 
discharging  his  duties.  I  also  wish  to 
thank  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  of  my  late  husband 
and  wish  them  a  continuation  of  pros- 
perity and  success. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Koenino. 


Thanks  Returned. 

Bro.  Patrick  Harrington,  treasurer 
of  Lodge  No.  204,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
wishes  to  express  his  sincere  thanks 
and  the  thanks  of  the  members  of 
Lodge  No.  204,  for  the  kind  and  gen- 
erous assistance  rendered  Bro.  Charles 
Embrey,  who  suffered  two  paralytic 
strokes  and  is  unable  to  leave  his  bed. 
A  gold  watch  was  disposed  of  for  the 
beneflt  of  our  invalid  brother.  For 
particulars  write  Patrick  Harrington, 
208  Pennsylvania  avenue,  St.  Paul, 
Minn. 
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Bro.  Leo  Kilway,  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  182,  South  McAlest^r,  Okla.,  had 
his  pocket  rifled  and  lost  his  receipts 
in  this  union  for  the  months  of  April, 
May  and  June.  Duplicate  receipts 
have  been  issued  the  brother  for  these 
three  months,  but  if  anyone  presents 
receipts  in  the  name  of  Leo  Kllway, 
Lodge  No.  182,  for  April,  May  and 
June,  and  the  receipts  are  not  stamped 
"duplicate,*'  please  take  them  up,  as 
they  are  the  stolen  property. 


Notice. 

To  the  officers  and  members  of  Chi- 
cago lodges  Nos.  199.  117,  58,  19  and 
its  friends:  The  entertainment  of  these 
four  lodges,  which  was  to  be  held  at 
185  East  Randolph  street,  was  meant 
for  151  East  Randolph  street,  at  lodge 
hall  of  No.  199,  April  26th  at  2.30  p. 
m.,  h&,s  been  postponed  by  the  promo- 
tion committees  till  May  10th,  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  at  151  East  Randolph  street,  op- 
posite the  City  Hall,  No.  199's  lodge 
hall.  All  are  invited  to  atend  this  en- 
tertainment. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  N.  Hemen, 
Sec'y  199. 


Wanted. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  W.  D. 
Gilmore,  former  president  of  Lodge  No. 
134,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  delegate  from 
that  lodge  to  our  last  convention  in  De- 
troit. 

Last  heard  of  was  in  Missula.  Mont. 
Information  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  J.  J  .McCarthy,  Treasurer 
Lodge  No.  134,  3709  N.  11th  street,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 


Union  Labor  Newspaper. 

Sixteen  British  trades  unions,  with 
a  membership  of  300,000,  are  support- 
ing a  movement  to  establish  a  one- 
cent  eight-page  daily  newspaper  in  the 
interests  of  labor. 

Its  title  will  be  the  Morning  Herald. 
The  parliamentary  committee  of  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  will  manage 
the  venture.  The  suggested  capital  is 
$500,000. 


OVER  MILLION  MEN 

LOOKING  FOR  JOBS 

Statistics  Gatliered  by  New  Yoric 
Worid  Show  Serious  Present 
Conditions. 


More  than  1,000,000  men  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  pres- 
ent industrial  depression,  according  to 
the  statistics  gathered  by  the  World,  to 
give  its  readers  accurate  information 
concerning  the  panic  situation  through- 
out the  United  States. 

Th«  following  table  shows  the  sta- 
tistics of  unemployed,  given  by  states: 

Alabama   20,000 

California  74,000 

Colorado 18,000 

Connecticut  30,000 

Delaware 11,000 

Illinois 200,000 

Iowa 2,000 

Kansas 10,000 

Maine 12,000 

Massachusetts   25,000 

Missouri  45,000 

Montana    8,500 

Nebraska   9,000 

New  Hampshire 2,500 

Rhode  Island 18,292 

Tennessee  25,000 

Texas  3,000 

Utah  10,500 

Vermont 5,500 

Virginia   7,500 

West  Virginia  60,000 

Total   596,792 

The  statistics  of  jobless  given  by 
cities  are  as  follows: 

Birmingham   14,000 

Little  Rock 1,200 

San  Francisco 27,000 

Denver 10,000 

Bridgeport 6,500 

Wilmington    900 

Chicago   90,000 

Indianapolis 7.700 

Des  Moines BOO 

Lewiston  1.200 

Boston  4,000 

Detroit 15.000 

St.  Louis 30,000 

Butte    4,450 

Omaha  4,000 

Goldfield    200 
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Concord 1,500 

Newark   6,000 

Trenton 5,000 

New  York  City 250,000 

Philadelphia  100,000 

Providence   8,677 

KnoxvlUe    4,500 

Montpelier 5,000 

Wheeling   6,000 

Total   611,827 

The  Christian  Herald,  which  con- 
ducts the  Bowery  Mission  on  the  Bow- 
ery, near  Canal  street,  and  which  mis- 
sion provides  bread  and  coffee  to  2,000 
starving  men  every  day,  recently  wrote 
to  the  governors  of  all  the  states  that 
it  had  several  thousand  skilled  me- 
chanics ready  to  go  to  any  point  where 
work  was  to  be  had  for  the  mere  cost 
of  transportation. 

Replies  were  received  from  twenty- 
one  governors,  but  none  asks  for  a 
worker.  Several  of  the  governors  say 
that  they  are  at  a  loss  to  find  work  for 
even  a  small  number  of  their  own  un- 
employed. 

In  only  one  instance  In  these  com- 
munications was  the  actual  number  of 
unemployed  given.  J.  B.  Beck,  com- 
missioner of  labor  for  Wisconsin, 
writes: 

"This  office  and  the  free  employment 
offices  established  by  this  state  are 
already  burdened  with  applications  for 
work  and  I  will  not  be  able  to  give 
you  any  assistance.  There  are  50,000 
men  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  looking 
for  work  and  we  are  exerting  every 
energy  possible  to  find  such  places.  It 
will  be  folly  for  us  to  attempt  to  in- 
duce more  men  out  of  work  to  come  to 
this  state." 

Governor  Harris  of  Ohio  writes  that 
there  are  thousands  out  of  work  In 
his  state  and  no  prospect  of  being  able 
to  employ  outside  labor.'  The  same 
situation  Is  reported  by  the  governors 
of  West  Virginia,  Indiana  and  Mary- 
land. 

In  Texas,  Massachusetts,  New  Jer- 
sey, Delaware  and  Montana,  the  gov- 
ernors all  have  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration, but  their  formal  responses 
hold  out  no  hope  of  relief.  Oovemor 
Hughes  of  New  York  promises  to  bring 
the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
State  Labor  Department. 

Governor  Warner  of  Michigan  wrote: 
"It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  our  State 
Labor  Department  or  the  newspapers 


of  this  state  can  render  you  any  as* 
sistance  in  providing  employment  for 
the  unemployed  workingmen  of  New 
York  City.  In  a  lesser  degree,  the  state 
of  affairs  you  describe  prevails  in  some 
of  the  larger  cities  of  Michigan  and  it 
would,  I  think,  be  difficult  to  secure 
employment  for  outside  workingmen." 


How  to  Solve  the  Problem. 

O  King  Roosevelt  and  wise  men  of 
the  kingdom!  listen  to  me.  In  order 
to  perpetuate  things  as  they  are;  in 
order  to  retain  our  Jobs  and  salaries, 
it  is  necessary  that  we  keep  the  slaves 
in  ignorance.  But  let  us,  O  King, 
make  believe  that  we  are  trying  to 
enlighten  them.  Let  us  build  public 
parks  and  libraries  and  places  of 
amusement.  Let  us  always  and  con- 
tinually amuse  the  people.  Let  us  blot 
out  their  idea  of  freedom.  Let  us 
build  museums  and  fine  art  buildings. 
We  know,  O  King,  that  the  people  have 
no  time  to  use  these  things,  but  let  us 
build  'em  to  bluff  'em.  Let  us  have 
international  yacht  races;  let  us  have 
visitors  like  Prince  Henry.  Let  us  in- 
vite all  the  crowned  and  uncrowned 
nobs  of  the  whole  world.  Let  us  have 
war  and  rumors  of  war  to  keep  our 
slaves  enthused  with  the  idea  of  false 
patriotism.  Let  us  have  army  prac- 
tice and  parades.  Let  us  have  navy 
maneuvers  and  sham  battles.  Let  us 
deport  John  Turner  and  Maxim  Gorky. 
Let  us  deport  all  the  Russians  who 
seek  freedom  on  our  shores.  Let  us 
have  our  Postmaster-General  for  our 
"moral  censor,"  and  let  his  word  be 
final  and  absolute.  Let  us  break  up- 
the  trade  unions.  Let  us  arrest  and 
shoot  the  strikers.  Let  us  arrest,  im- 
prison and  fine  the  Socialists.  Let  us 
have  more  Anthony  Comstocks  and 
Mother  Grundys.  Let  us  arrest  each 
night  prostitutes  and  let  them  out  the 
next  morning  with  a  small  fine.  These 
fines,  O  King,  will  help  to  support  the 
government.  Let  us  have  high  tariffs. 
Let  us  make  believe  to  curb  the  trusts. 
Let  us  hold  on  to  the  Philippines.  Let 
us  benevolently  assimilate  all  the 
lands  and  people  we  can.  We  need 
their  markets  to  receive  the  surplus 
products  of  our  slaves.  Let  our  poli- 
ticians continually  preach  and  prate 
about  freedom,  but  only  as  a  Joke. 
Let  us  have  more  "Prevention  of  Vice" 
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societies,  but  let  us  perpetuate  the 
system  that  causes  vice  and  crime. 
Let  the  voice  of  the  people  be  heard, 
but  only  on  paper  on  election  day. 
Tell  'em,  O  Kihg!  that  you  don't  want 
to  run  again.  Open  up  some  Western 
lands,  that  are  not  ours  to  open,  to 
bluff  the  poor.  Let  us  advocate  large 
families;  this  will  help  us  to  recruit 
more  men  for  army  and  navy  and 
more  militia  to  shoot  strikers.  Let  us 
ever  protect  property  rights  and 
wrongs.  Let  us  have  lots  of  *'Charity" 
balls,  horse  shows,  dog  shows,  leg 
shows  and  prize  fights.'  Let  us  punish 
crime  and  criminals  and  encourage 
the  system  that  breeds  them.  If  these 
things  don't  solve  the  problem,  O 
King,  then  I  leave  it  to  your  majesty 
to  revise  the  spelling  of  the  English 
language.  Your  humble  servant.  The 
Due,  in  Deadwood  Lantern, 


Washington  Protest  Conference 

The  A.  P.  of  L.  executive  council  is 
mailing  printed  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  representatives  of  organized  la- 
bor, held  at  Washington,  March  l-Sth, 
to  discuss  the  recent  court  decisions. 

The  result  of  the  conference  is  a 
protest  signed  by  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil and  132  delegates,  representing  68 
international  unions  and  the  American 
Society  of  Equity  (farmers). 

Confession  Is  made  that  "the  work- 
ers are  deprived  of  their  rights  and 
liberties,"  and  then  the  same  time- 
worn  tactics  of  appeal  are  advised. 
Mention  is  made  of  "the  gravity  of  the 
situation,"  and  we  are  told  that  "labor 
Is  in  no  mood  to  be  trifled  with,"  but 
outside  of  urging  that  protest  meetings 
be  held  by  central  bodies  the  week  of 
April  19-25,  absolutely  nothing  new  Is 
suggested. 

To  our  mind  the  conference  must  be 
a  disappointment  to  every  progression- 
ist in  the  trade  union  ranks.  There  is 
not  a  single  independent  note — the  sen- 
timent is  "please  give  us  aid."  We 
are  aware  that  it  is  heresy  in  some 
quarters  to  criticise  our  ofllcers,  but 
we  also  declare  that  "labor  is  in  no 
mood  to  be  trifled  with,"  and  we  sug- 
gest to  some  of  our  officers  that  they 
borrow  the  spirit  of  workers  in  Bel- 
laire  county,  Ohio,  who  have  just  de- 
clared that  politicians  of  all  parties 
"are  not  true  to  their  promises,  and 
that  they  brazenly  ensnare  and  delude 
workers  for  their  votes." 


Some  trade  unionists  may  not  ap- 
prove of  the  Union  Leader's  policy  in 
this  matter,  but  we  answer  that  the 
woods  are  full  of  labor  papers  and 
union  officials  who  obey  ordera  every 
time  some  one  says  "thumbs  up."  We- 
declare  that  we  know  the  sentiment  of 
Toledo  workers,  and  we  further  de- 
clare that  they  are  heartily  sick  and 
tired  of  this  "Please,  Mister"  game. 

The  Union  Leader  also  knows  the 
evolutionary  character  of  the  trade 
union  movement.  It  knows  that  the 
road  to  industrial  emancipation  is  long 
and  tedious.  We  are  trades  unionists 
all  the  time,  and  because  we  are  we 
stand  for  American  manhood  and  pro- 
test against  appealing  to  those  whom 
our  officers  acknowledged  have  de- 
prived workers  of  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties. 

Since  the  birth  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  we  have  petitioned 
and  appealed.  Now,  with  our  unions 
declared  trusts,  legalized  blacklists, 
outlawed  boycotts,  a  muzzled  press  and 
injunctions  from  all  side^,  we  are  told 
to  pursue  tactics  that  have  only  re- 
sulted in  legalizing  the  confiscation  of 
workers'  homes. 

The  entire  posse  of  rotten,  self-seek- 
ing, corrupt  and  treacherous  politicians 
who  now  hover  around  our  national 
capital  should  be  condemned. 

A  declaration  of  this  sort  would 
meet  a  responsive  chord  throughout 
the  land.  Workers  would  show  all  de- 
cent citizens  that  a  patriotic  and  civic 
force  Is  still  aboard. 

You  may  ask,  "But  what  good  will 
that  do?" 

It  will  show  these  politicians  that 
they  are  "discovered,"  and  it  will  give 
tangible  evidence  that  labor  is  "In  no 
mood  to  be  trifled  with."  It  will  in- 
spire the  rank  and  file.  It  will  show 
them  that  we  have  discarded  the  use 
of  high  sounding  terms,  and  from  now 
will  show  our  enemies  that  henceforth 
less  care  will  be  used  in  arousing  work- 
ers. It  will  show  union-busters  that 
their  trump  card  is  destroyed  as  the 
toilers  place  the  seventeenth  century 
courts  where  they  properly  belong. 

We  can't  expect  to  battle  for  the 
workers  and  at  the  same  time  try  to 
protect  the  feelings  of  those  who  are 
against  us. 

The  day  of  letter  writing  Is  passed. 

As  a  "chloroformer"  it  is  still  suc- 
cessful, however. — Union  Leader^  To- 
ledo. 
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The  Jolly  rinander. 

"Come  hither!"  roars  Morgan,  "till  1 

count  your  peltfl, 
"For  the  world  b'longs  to  me  and  to 

nobody  else. 
And    If  you   don't   like   it,   as    likely, 

mayhap, 
All  I  have  to  say  is.  Just  get  off  the 

map. 
I've  a  cinch  on  tlie  land,  and  I've  tied 

up  the  sea; 
I'm  the  boss  of  the  planet,"  says  Jolly 

J.  P. 

"The  land  I  will  use  as  I  Jolly  well 
please. 

In  the  stocks  caat  I  sell  I  can  use  all 
the  seas. 

And  as  for  the  people,  they're  proper- 
ties which 

I'll  use  for  the  purpose  of  making  me 
rich. 

That  snake-in-the-grass  of  a  wily 
John  D. 

Must  work  for  me  yet,"  chuckles  Jolly 
J.  P. 

"Wlien  panic  the  country  nas  ravaged 
and  rent 

I'll  lend  out  my  money  at  fifty  per 
cent. 

And  when  I  have  stopped  it  I'll  speed- 
ily find 

I'm  hailed  as  the  savior  of  all  human- 
kind. 

I  know  human  nature  full  well,  as  you 
see, 

And  knowledge  is  power,"  says  Jolly 
J.  P. 

"I  care  not  for  Juries  or  Judges,  be- 
cause 

What  harm  can  they  do  me  when  I 
make  the  laws? 

When  State  Legislatures  and  Senators, 
too. 

Come  down  to  my  ofllce  to  learn  what 
to  do. 

The  public  must  take  to  the  top  of  the 
tree. 

Where  I'll  get  it  at  leisure,"  says  Jolly 
J.  P.         — New  York  Journal, 


The  temporary  injunction  issued  by 
Justice  Gould  of  the  Court  of  Equity  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  (Van 
Cleave)  Buck's  Stove  and  Range  Com- 
pany of  St.  Louis  against  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  its  ofllcers 
and  all  others,  has  been  made  perma- 
nent. The  case  will  now  be  carried  to 
the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


Makes  the  Devil  Smile. 

This  is  a  maa  world.     ^^ 

"The  heroes  have  met  together  to- 
proclaim  freedom. 

"They  have  Just  signed  the  great 
charter,  which  declares  that  all  men 
are  equal  and  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  the  inalienable^ 
right  to  life,  liberty  and  pursuit  of 
happiness. 

"Many  of  these  men  have  slaves  on 
their  plantations-  at  home  and  the^ 
slave  trade  is  prospering. 

"Yet  no  one  smiles — but  the  devil. 

"This  is  a  mad  world. 

"For  many  long  years  the  foreign 
slave  traae  will  go  on,  while  men  sliout 
'freedom.' 

"For  many  years  longer  men  will 
buy  and  sell  their  fellows  and  still 
shout  'freedom.' 

"And  after  the  world  'slave'  has  been 
abolished,  still  for  many  long  years 
will  men  oppose  their  fellows  and  rob 
them  of  an  equal  chance  to  live,  ant) 
still  shout  'freedom.' 

"Yet  no  one  smiles — but  the  devil." 
— Ernest  H,  Croahy. 


Does  Labor  Ask  Too  Much  ? 

"Labor  asks  too  much.""  "The  ex' 
tortionate  demands  of  labor."  Fa- 
miliar  phrases  in  the  strictures  of  cap- 
ital on  the  demands  of  labor.  How 
unfounded  they  are  in  fact  will  appear 
when  we  consider  the  immense  in- 
crease in  the  wealth  of  the  world  com- 
pared with  that  of  labor. 

It  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
that  all  the  wealth  which  could  be 
handed  down  to  posterity,  produced 
during  tbe  first  eighteen  hundred 
years  of  the  Christian  era,  was  equaled 
by  the  production  of  the  first  fifty 
years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
that  as  much  more  was  produced  dur- 
ing the  next  twenty  years.  If  this  is 
a  reasonable  estimate,  as  it  would 
seem  to  be,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  for 
the  enrichment  of  the  world  there  has 
been  more  than  three  times  as  mucli 
wealth  produced  during  this  one  cen- 
tury as  during  the  eighteen  centuries 
preceding. 

That  the  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tions of  labor  has  been  great  is  mani- 
fest to  the  student  of  economics.  But 
it  has  not  been  in  keeping  with  the  in- 
crease of  wealth. — Los  Angeles  Citizen^ 
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Labor  Day  Parade. 

To  Affiliated  Locals — 

The  following  cummunication  .has 
been  forwarded  to  all  affiliated  locals 
of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor: 

Last  year  the  Employers'  Associa- 
tion and  enemies  of  organized  labor 
gloated  over  the  fact  that  no  Labor 
Day  parade  would  be  held,  and  it  was 
heralded  over  the  country  that  Chi- 
cago, the  hot-bed  of  unionism,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fight  put  up  by  the  Em- 
ployers' Association,  was  unable  to 
muster  sufficient  strength  to  hold  any 
demonstration  on  labor's  national  holi- 
day. 

It  was  declared  by  the  delegates  of 
larger  organizations  in  the  Federation 
meeting,  held  Sunday,  April  19th,  that 
the  opportune  time  had  arrived — on  ac- 
count of  recent  Supreme  Court  de- 
cisions, injunctions,  etc.,  thereby  out- 
lawing union  labor,  that  this  year  a 
grand,  united  Labor  Day  parade  should 
be  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chi- 
cago Federation  of  Labor,  and  in  or- 
der that  this  may  be  accomplished  and 
sufficient  time  be  had  by  all  local 
unions  to  make  proper  preparation  for 
a  grand  demonstration,  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  send  out  the  ques- 
tion to  all  affiliated  unions  for  a  refer- 
endum vote.  Respectfully  submitted, 
Chicago  Federation  of  Labob, 
By  E,  N.  Nockela,  Secretary. 


Workers  Have  Brains  and  Votes 

By  Robert  Hunteb. 

Probably  a  million  union  men 
throughout  the  country  are  unem- 
ployed. Millions  of  non-union  men  are 
also  unemployed. 

The  other  day  in  New  Jersey  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  wanted  work- 
men. Iwo  gangs  of  Poles  and  Italians 
came  to  take  the  jobs.  A  battle  en- 
sued, and  these  starving  men  stoned 
each  other,  would  have  killed  each 
other — for  the  sake  of  a  job. 

A  few  days  ago  in  New  York,  James 
Farley,  the  strlke-oreaker,  advertised 
for  scabs.  Thousands  answered  the 
advertisement.  Before  three  officers 
they  fought  each  other  for  admission. 
The  police  tried  to  maintain  order,  but 
it  was  impossible.  In  despair  and 
rage,  the  unfortunate  men  turned  upon 
the  police. 

Let  us  look  at  the  other  side. 


There  is  a  strike  on  the  street  rail- 
way line  of  Chester.  Pa.  Mounted  po- 
lice are  in  charge.  A  crowd  of  strike- 
breakers from  New  York  tried  to  start 
a  car.  They  barely  escaped  with  tlieir 
lives.  In  the  evening  thousands  of  en- 
ranged  men  and  women  charged  the 
mounted  police. 

Others  of  the  New  York  men  are  go^ 
ing  to  take  the  place  of  strikers  at 
Pensacola,  Florida.  A  regiment  of  In* 
fantry  and  two  gatling  guns  are  there 
to  intimidate  the  strikers,  and  to  pro* 
tect  the  strike-breakers. 

Let  any  man  calmly  ask  himself.  Is 
this  civilization  or  is  it  savagery? 

We  have  outlawed  bull-fighting  and 
cock-fighting.  We  are  too  humane  to 
see  animals  tortured.  But  what  about 
our  human  brothers? 

A  few  thousand  unemployed  are 
taken  from  New  York  to  fight  a  few 
thousand  other  men  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Florida.  They  stone  each  other; 
they  face  gatling  guns;  regiments  of 
soldiers  and  mounted  cossacks  strike 
terror  to  their  hearts. 

A  democratic  majror  in  Pensacola 
and  a  Republican  mayor  in  Chester 
offer  their  fellow-townsmen,  who  liave 
helped  to  elect  them,  gatling  guns  and 
cossacks. 

Hungry  women  and  children  stand 
behind  the  scabs;  hungrry  women  and 
children  stand  behind  the  union  men. 

The  scabs  and  the  unionists  onglht 
to  be  brothers,  but  are  tearing  each 
other  to  pieces;  with  gatling  guns  and 
soldiers  on  the  side  of  the  scabs. 

Cock-fighting  and  bull-baiting  are 
pastimes  compared  to  this  human  war- 
fare. 

And  the  most  monstrous  thnlg  of  all 
is  that  wortving  men  are  themselves  re- 
sponsible. 

They  have  brains  and  votes. 


Eight  Railroads  Gain  by  the 
Two-Cent  Fare. 

A  dispatch  from  Des  Moines,  la.,  of 
May  1st  says:  With  the  2-cent  fare 
law  in  operation  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  period,  the  eight  representative 
railroads  of  Iowa  show  a  net  gain  of 
$383,057  in  passenger  earnings  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  1,  1908.  Notwith- 
standing a  decrease  of  $386,000  in  the 
gross  earnings  for  the  same  period,  the 
conclusion  is  drawn  that  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  mileage  has  bene- 
fited the  railroads  as  well  as  the  people. 
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Employers*  LiabUity  in  the  United 
States  and  Workmen^s  Com- 
pensation in  Foreign  Countries. 

•*The  legal  liability  of  employers  for 
injuries' to  their  employes,  in  the  Uni- 
ted States"  and  a  "Summary  of  the 
workmen's  compensation  acts  of  for- 
eign countries''  are  the  subjects  of 
articles  in  Bulletin  No.  74  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Labor,  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Labor. 

In  the  first  article  Lindley  D.  Clark 
discusses  at  length  the  more  important 
principles  of  the  common  law  as  gener- 
ally applied  to  the  subject  of  employ- 
ers' liability  in  this  country,  together 
with  such  variations  as  appear  in  cer- 
tain States.  The  article  also  repro- 
duces the  laws  of  those  States  which 
have  passed  enactments  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  presents  the  construction  put 
thereon  where  they  have  been  reviewed 
by  the  superior  State  courts  or  the 
Federal  courts. 

The  impossibility  of  adequately 
securing  to  the  workman  the  needed 
protection  by  a  mere  grant  of  right  of 
action  for  injuries  for  which  the  em- 
ployer can  rightly  be  charged  1$  only 
too  evident  from  the  discussion  of  the 
principles  of  law  applicable. 

In  striking  contrast  with  conditions 
in  the  United  States  is  the  position  of 
'  the  foreign  workman  who  is  injured 
by  accident  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment. Practically  every  foreign 
country  of  any  importance  industrially 
has  by  legislation  recognized  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  workman  is  entitled  to 
compensation  for  injuries  from  acci- 
dents received  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment. Twenty-two  foreign  States 
have  enacted  such  legislation,  namely: 

Austria,  Belgium.  British  Columbia, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Denmark,  Finland, 
France,  Germany,  Great  Britain, 
Greece,  Hungary,  Italy,  Luxemburg, 
Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Norway, 
Queensland.  Russia.  South  Australia, 
Spain.  Sweden,  Western  Australia. 

While  there  is  some  variation  in  the 
provisions  of  the  foreign  laws  as  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  workmen 
are  entitled  to  compensation,  as  a  rule 
compensation  is  not  payable  unless  the 
injury  causes  disablement  for  a  speci- 
fied number  of  days  or  weeks. 

The  employer  can  usually  be  relieved 
from  the  pasonent  of  compensation  if 


he  can  prove  that  the  injury  was 
caused  intentionally  or  by  willful  mis- 
conduct, or,  in  some  countries,  by  the 
gross  negligence  of  the  injured  person 
or  during  the  performance  of  an 
illegal  act.  In  none  of  these  22  coun- 
tries does  ordinary  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  injured  employe  work  a 
forfeiture  of  the  right  to  compensa- 
tion. 

The  industries  usually  covered  by 
the  laws  are  manufacturing,  mining 
and  quarrying,  transportation,  build- 
ing and  engineering  work,  and  other 
employments  involving  more  or  less 
hazard.  In  Belgium,  France,  and 
Great  Britain  the  laws  apply  to  prac- 
tically all  employments.  In  a  consid- 
erable number  of  countries  only  work- 
men engaged  in  actual  manual  work, 
and  in  some  cases  those  exposed  to  the 
same  risks,  such  as  overseers  .and 
technical  experts,  come  within  the 
operations  of  the  law.  These  coun- 
tries are  Austria,  Belgium.  Denmark, 
Finland,  Germany,  Italy,  Luxemburg, 
Netherlands,  Norway,  Russia,  Spain, 
and  Sweden.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
France.  Great  Britain,  the  British  Col- 
onies, and  Hungary  the  laws  apply  to 
salaried  employes  and  workmen  equal- 
ly. Overseers  and  technical  experts 
earning  more  than  a  prescribed 
amount  are  excluded  in  Belgium,  Den- 
mark, Germany,  Great  Britain,  Italy, 
Luxemburg,  and  Russia.  Employes  of 
the  State,  provincial,  and  local  admin- 
istrations usually  come  within  the 
provisions  of  the  acts. 

The  entire  burden  rests  upon  the 
employer  in  all  but  four  of  the  coun- 
tries, Austria,  Germany,  Hungary,  and 
Luxemburg,  where  the  employes  also 
bear  a  part  of  the  expense.  The  laws 
in  every  case  fix  the  compensation  to 
be  paid.  In  all  the  countries  but 
Sweden  the  compensation  is  based 
upon  the  wages  of  the  injured  person. 
It  consists  of  medical  and  surgical 
treatment  and  of  periodical  allowances 
for  temporary  disability,  and  annual 
pensions  or  lump-sum  payments  for 
permanent  disability  or  death. 

In  most  countries  employers  may 
contract  with  State  or  nrivate  Insur- 
ance institutions  for  the  transfer  of 
the  burden  of  compensation.  In  a 
number  of  countries  such  transfer  is 
obligatory.  Provision  is  usually  made 
for  the  protection  of  the  beneficiaries 
in  case  of  insolvency  of  employers. 
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The  acts  of  nearly  all  of  the  coun- 
tries are  framed  with  the  view  of  ob- 
viating the  necessity  for  instituting 
legal  proceedings.  The  laws  are  so 
specific  with  regard  to  the  compensa- 
tion allowed  and  the  regulations  for 
its     payment     that    agreements     are 

•usually  amicably  made  between  the 
employers  and  the  victims  of  the  acci- 

« dents.  If  disputes  arise,  however,  the 
law  specifies  the  necessary  procedure 
for  their  settlement  either  by  special 

-arbitration  tribunals  or  by  the  ordin- 
ary law  courts. 


Result  of  Union. 

A  contributor  to  the  Union  Label, 
of  San  Jose,  Cal.,  who  signs  himself 
*  S.  E.  F./*  is  the  producer  of  these 
pithy  paragraphs: 

'*You,  I,  everything— even  our 
.thoughts — are  the  result  of  union. 
Marriage  is  a  union.  Your  church, 
lodge,  society,  is  the  result  of  the  eter- 
nal idea  of  union.  And  more,  they  all 
practice  even  more  drastic  closed  shop 
methods  than  do  the  labor  unions. 

"Uncle  Sam  has  protective  tariff  to 
enforce  his  closed  shop,  and  the  mar- 
riage relation  is  a  closed  shop,  pure 
and  simple.  No  church  will  allow  you 
to  partake  of  its  benefits  until  you 
have  signed  its  constitution  and  by- 
laws— its  articles  of  faith  or  creed. 
No  lodge  will  admit  you  until  you  have 
set  up  your  signature  to  its  closed 
shop  agreement.  Tout  club  is  a  closed 
shop  to  all  but  its  members.  Society 
closes  its  doors  to  all  who  do  not  obey 
Its  mandates,  and  if  you  don't  pay  trib- 
ute to  the  great  closed  shop  of  con- 
science you'll  find  heaven  Itself  has 
established  the  same  rule." — Rochester 
Labor  Journal. 


'i.abor  Organizations  Not  Trusts 

The  defenders  of  trusts  are  hiding 
behind  labor  organizations — they  in- 
sist that  an  organization  of  capital  to 
control  trade  is  identical  in  principle 
with  co-operation  between  laborers  or 
farmers.  They  overlook  an  important 
•distinction,  namely,  that  laborers  com- 
bine to  protect  their  own  labor  and 
that  farmers  combine  to  protect  their 
own  labor,  transmitted  into  farm  pro- 
duce, while  those  who  form  trusts 
combine  to  control  the  labor  or  prod- 
ucts of  others. 


Among  our  inalienable  rights  are 
the  right  to  life,  the  right  to  liberty 
and  the  right  to  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness. Men  can  lawfully  combine  to 
protect  their  own  lives,  their  own  lib- 
erties and  their  pursuits  of  tiappiness, 
but  they  can  not  combine  to'  control 
the  lives  of  others,  the  liberty  of  others 
or  the  pursuit  of  tiappiness  by  others. 

Those  who  unite  for  the  protection 
of  life,  liberty  and  pursuit  of  happiness 
do  so  only  when  driven  to  it  by  neces- 
sity, and  their  organizations  have  not 
secured  for  the  producing  masses  more 
than  a  fair  share  of  the  wealth  pro- 
duced. Trusts  are  founded  upon  greed 
— not  upon  necessity — ^and  these  trusts 
have  already  enabled  a  few  manipu- 
lators to  amass  enormous,  swollen  and 
unearned  fortunes. — The  Commoner, 


IngersolPs  Golden  Plea. 

I  do  not  know  what  inventions  are 
in  the  brain  of  the  future;  I  do  not 
know  what  garments  of  glory  may  be 
woven  for  the  world  in  the  loom  of 
the  great  ocean  of  discovery;  I  do  not 
know  what  science  will  do  for  us.  I 
do  know  that  science  did  Just  take  a 
handful  of  sand  and  make  the  tele- 
scope, and  with  it  read  the  starry 
leaves  of  heaven;  I  know  that  science 
took  the  thunderbolts  from  the  hands 
of  Jupiter,  and  now  the  electric  spark, 
freighted  with  thought  and  love, 
fiashes  under  the  waves  of  the  sea;  I 
know  that  science  stole  a  tear  from 
the  cheek  of  unpaid  labor,  converted 
it  into  steam,  and  created  a  giant  that 
turns  with  tireless  arms  the  countless 
wheels  of  toil;  I  know  that  science 
broke  the  chains  from  the  human  limb 
and  gave  us  instead  the  forces  of  na- 
ture for  our  slaves;  I  know  that  we 
make  the  attraction  of  gravitation 
work  for  us;  we  have  made  the  light- 
nings our  messengers;  we  have  taken 
advantage  of  fire  and  flames  and  wind 
and  sea;  these  slaves  have  no  backs 
to  be  whipped;  they  have  no  children 
to  be  sold,  no  cradles  to  be  violated; 
I  know  that  science  has  griven  us  bet- 
ter pictures  and  better  books;  I  know 
it  has  given  us  better  wives  and  better 
husbands  and  more  beautiful  chil- 
dren; I  know  it  has  enriched  a  thou- 
sand-fold our  lives;  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  am  in  favor  of  intellectual  lib- 
erty.— Robert  Ingersoll, 
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ror  Those  Who  rail. 

'**Al\  honor  to  him  who  shall  win  the 
prize," 
The  world  has  cried  for  a  thousand 
years; 
But  to  him  who  tries  and  who  fails  and 
dies 
I  give  great  honor    and   glory    and 
tears. 

Ob!    great   is  the   hero   who   wins   a 
name, 
But  greater  many  and  many  a  time 
Some    pale-faced   fellow    who   dies   in 
^ame 
And    lets    God    finish    the    thought 
sublime. 

And  great  is  the  man  with  a  sword  un- 
drawn, 
And  good  is  the  man  who  refrains 
from  wine; 
But  the  man  who  fails  and  yet  still 
fights  on, 
Lo!   he  is  the  twin-born  brother  of 
mine. 

— Joaquin  Miller, 


Mitchell    Will    Establish   Paper 
Devoted  to  Labor. 

John  Mitchell,  who  recently  re- 
signed the  presidency  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  has  re- 
moved all  doubt  as  to  his  future  plans 
by  the  announcement  made  Thursday 
that  he. will  establish  and  operate  in 
Indianapolis  a  paper  devoted  exclusive- 
ly to  the  interests  of  the  laboring 
classes. 

**One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
publication  will  be  to  continue  indus- 
trial peace  between  the  miners  and 
operators,*'  he  said. 

"My  hope  is  that  I  can  carry  out  this 
ideal  to  the  fullest  fruition.  Not  only 
will  the  paper  devote  its  columns  to 
the  mining  industry,  but  to  labor  gen- 
erally. The  affairs  of  the  miners,  how- 
ever, will  get  first  attention." 

A  name  for  the  paper  has  not  been 
selected  yet. 


Grape  Nuts  Scored. 

The  following  is  from  the  Altoona 
(Pa.)  Morning  Tribune,  and  tells  its 
own  story: 

"The  first  of  the  three  cases  brought 
by  Pure  Food  Agent  H.  L.  Banzhoft 
against  Altoona  wholesale  merchants 
on  the  charge  of  selling  cereal  foods 
that  do  not  comply  with  the  pure  food 
laws  was  heard  by  Aid.  John  J.  Irwin 
on  Saturday  morning.  It  was  that 
against  Curry,  Canan  ft  Co.,  on  the 
charge  of  selling  "Grape  Nuts."  Com- 
missioner James  Foust  of  the  pure 
food  department,  was  present  at  the 
hearing,  as  were  a  nimiber  of  others 
interested  in  the  outcome  of  the  case. 
J.  D.  Hicks,  Esq.,  represented  the 
prosecution,  while  the  interests  of  the 
defendant  were  looked  after  by  Attor- 
ney T.  C.  Hare,  assisted  by  an  attorney 
from  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  the  represen- 
tative counsel  for  the  manufacture  of 
the  cereal.  The  case  was  brought  to 
prove  that  "Grape  Nuts"  was  mis- 
branded  and  does  not  possess  the  real 
food  value  that  is  represented. 

"Dr.  William  Prear,  head  of  the 
chemistry  department  at  State  College, 
was  the  chief  witness  in  the  case.  He 
testified  to  making  a  chemical  analysis 
of  the  box  of  *Grape  Nuts*  sent  him,  to 
the  result  of  the  examination,  and  that 
the  food  failed  to  come  up  to  the  state 
ments  made  in  branding  the  goods.  He 
claimed  that  'Grape  Nuts*  did  not  con- 
tain the  food  values  as  represented  on 
the  packages.  Dr.  Horace  R.  Smith,  of 
this  city,  was  called  as  a  witness  in  the 
case,  and  tesifled  that  'Grape  Nuts'  was 
not  a  predigested  food;  that  it  could 
not  be  such  unless  acted  upon  by  the 
action  of  saliva  and  gastric  Juices. 
Both  witnesses  were  cross-examined  to 
a  great  extent  on  their  testimony.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  case  Aid.  Irwin 
imposed  a  fine  of  $60  and  costs  on  the 
defendant  company." 


The  10,000  employes  of  the  General 
Electric  Co.,  of  Schenectady.  N.  Y.,  who 
have  been  working  four  days  a  week 
for  two  months,  will  shortly  go  on  full 
time  as  a  result  of  a  large  order  re- 
ceived. 


Tells  the  Rich  to  Quit  Anarchy 

"How  can  we  stop  this  wave  of  an- 
archy which  is  sweeping  the  country?" 

Four  multi-millionaires  asked  this 
question  of  Mr.  C.  Aubrey  Eaten,  pas- 
tor of  the  Euclid  Avenue  Baptist 
Church,  Cleveland,  O.,  last  Sunday,  the 
church  of  which  John  D.  Rockefeller 
has  been  the  most  prominent  member 
for  close  to  a  half  century. 
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"Cease  being  anarchists  yourselves," 
answered  the  preacher,  promptly  and 
sharply. 

Dr.  Eaton  related  this  conversation 
as  an  incident  to  an  evening  sermon. 
He  declined  afterward  to  make  public 
the  names  of  the  millionaires^  but  he 
did  dictate  a  statement  giving  his 
opinion  as  to  who  the  real  anarchists 
of  the  country  were. 

Among  the  examples  of  anarchy 
given  by  Dr.  Eaton  are: 

**Railroad  companies  which  for  /eco- 
nomic' reasons  refuse  to  use  proper 
safeguards  to  life  and  so  slaughter 
yearly  innocent  thousands — such  insti- 
tutions are  frankly  piyu^ticing  the  prin- 
ciples of  anarchy. 

"A  great  newspaper  operated  solely 
for  counting-room  considerations  and 
refusing  to  accept  the  responsibilities 
of  those  who  deal  in  ideas,  is  practic- 
ing anarchy. 

"Our  American  cities  which  permit 
the  existence  of  the  slum — that  eternal 
fountain  of  individual  and  social  cor- 
ruption— are  advancing  the  cause  of 
anarchy. 

"Cain,  the  first  anarchist,  consistent- 
ly expressed  the  creed  of  his  clan  in 
the  single  question — 'Am  I  my  broth- 
er's keeper?' 

"In  a  word,  any  man  pursuing  his 
persona]  interest  to  the  direct  or  indi- 
rect injury  of  his  neighbor  is  prac- 
ticing the  principles  of  anarchy. 

"When  we  have  executed,  imprisoned 
and  deported  the  red  anarchist  with 
his  tools,  we  shall  see  then  that  we 
have  only  touched  the  fringe  of  the 
problem  in  this  country." 


Remittaficc   R^l  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  April,  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  num- 
bers) of  the  lodges  whose  remittances 
were  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  during  the  first  ten 
days  of  April,  per  section  7  of  the  con- 
stitution: 

ApHl  1st— Lodges  13.  22.  34,  38,  77, 
126,  127.  149,  155,  173.  191,  203,  228. 

April  2d— Ix)dges  5,  6,  55.  96.  115, 
142,  152,  166.  169.  177.  188,  220. 

April  3d— Lodges  3,  15,  29,  45,  46, 
50,  63,  74.  92,  98.  102,  116.  122.  123, 
146,  174,  176,  179.  193,  194,  217,  218, 
224. 


April  4th— Lodges  10,  20,  23,  30,  32, 
37,  40,  41,  42,  49,  52.  57,  64,  73,  85,  89, 
93,  99,  107,  108,  112,  113.  129,  133,  ;144, 
151,  181,  201,  229. 

April  6th— Lodges  1,  2,  7,  9,  12,  24, 
26,  27,  33,  35,  36,  48,  54,  56,  69,  70,  78, 
80,  82,  83,  84,  94,  97,  104,  106,  110,  114, 
117,  119,  134,  135,  138,  141,  147,  154, 
172,  175,  183,  189,  208,  222,  225,  226. 

April  7th— Lodges  8,  25,  31,  39,  43, 
62,  68,  81,  90,  91,  95,  103,  109,  118,  160, 
198,  199,  200,  204,  209,  210. 

April  8th— Lodges  4,  11,  14,  16,  18, 
28,  44,  58,  61,  65,  66,  71,  87,  105,  120, 
197,  206.  214. 

April  9th— Lodges  21,  60,  76,  100, 
101,  111,  143,  162,  180,  182,  190,  192, 
216   221 

April  10th— Lodges  17,  19,  51,  53,  59, 
72.  79,  88,  124,  125,  178,  230. 

April  13th— Lodge  184  with  fine  of 
$1.20  for  being  late  for  April. 

April  14th— Lodge  67  fined  $8.90  for 
being  late. 

Lodges  137  and  158  could  not  be  in- 
cluded in  the  roll  of  honor  as  they  re- 
mitted short 

Lodge  86:  Report  not  received  up 
to  time  of  going  to  press,  April  25th, 
and  subject  to  fine. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their 
lodges  are  on  the  honor  roll  every 
month  hereafter. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  shall  be 
imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  reports 
are  not  received  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month;  and 
hereafter  the  numbers  of  all  lodges 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month  will  also  be  given 
in  this  report. 


A  special  train  carrying  a  theatrical 
company  made  the  468  miles  from 
Pittsburg  to  Chicago  in  seven  hours 
and  42  minutes,  an  average  of  61  miles 
an  hour,  stops  included.  Was  the  fast 
run  necessitated  by  Chicago's  eager- 
ness to  see  the  show  or  by  the  com- 
pany's desire  to  get  away  from  Pitts- 
burg? 


Troops  have  been  ordered  from  Fort 
Seward,  at  Haines.  Alaska,  to  preserve 
order  at  the  Treadwell  mines,  on  Doug^ 
less  Island,  where  800  miners  have 
gone  out  on  a  strike. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   JOURNAL 

OF  THE  SWITCH- 
MEN'S UNION  OF 
NORTH  AMERICA 

F.   M.   CAS^SIDY,   KDiTOR    and    manaokr 

Pnblkhed    moBthly 
by  the  Switchmen's 
Union   et  8M  Bris- 
bene  B)d«..  Boflelo, 
N.  Y. 

ILOO  FEB  YSAB.  in 
edTsnoe. 

Bntered  et  Postofloe 
et  Bnfl^o  ee  eeoond- 

W.  V,  Getee,  Olere- 
lend.  O..  Bole  AdTer- 
tiein«A«ent. 

THOSK  WHO  BKAR  KOUALLY  THK  BUMDENS  OF  OOVKMNMKNT  SHOULD 
■OUALLY    PARTICIPATK    IN    ITS    ■KNCFITS  ~-  THOMAS    JCPFKflSON 


VOL  X 


JUNE,  1908 


No.  8 


WORLD  IMPROVEMENT. 


"I  think  th'  counthry  is  goin*  to  th* 
divvle,"  said  Mr.  Hennessy,  sadly. 

••HinnlBBy,"  said  Mr.  Dooley,  "if 
that's  80  I  congratylate  th'  wurruld." 

"How'a  that?"  asked  Mr.  Hennessy. 

"Well,"  said  Mr.  Dooley,  "fr  nearly 
forty  years  I've  seen  this  counthry  goin' 
to  the  divYle  an*  I  got  aboord  late. 
An'  if  it's  been  goin'  that  long  an'  at 
that  rate,  an'  has  got  no  further  thin  it 
is  this  pleasant  Chris'mas,  thin  th' 
dlwle  la  a  divvle  iv  a  ways  further  ofC 
thin  I  fea-ed." 

Dunne's  Irish  philosopher  has  been 
made  to  teach  many  wholesome  lessons 
in  his  homely  wisdom  and  hearty 
brogue.  In  the  foregoing  dialogue  he 
gives  his  friend  Hennessy  a  jolt  in  his 
Jaundiced  liver  that  should  have  its 
effect  on  the  whole  Hennessy  family  of 
howlers  who  will  have  It  that  the 
world  Is  getting  worse  and  that  the 
race  Is  Inspired  only  by  Instincts  and 
Impulses  of  selfishness. 

T?he  world  has  been  "goln'  to  th' 
divvle"  for  a  long,  long  time.  In  fact, 
as  far  back  as  we  have  any  reliable 
chronicles,  there  have  been  expres- 
sions to  that  effect,  to  all  of  which  his- 
tory has  given  the  lie.  The  world  Is 
safer  and  better  today  than  It  ever  was 
since  Its  surface  first  felt  the  footpress 
of  man. 


He  who  Is  familiar  with  the  records 
of  history  cannot  but  agree  with 
that  consistent  student  who  afllrmed: 
"Looking  forward,  we  see  the  certain- 
ties of  myriads  of  Joy.  We  cannot  go 
so  far  back  as  to  find  a  time  that  was 
not  better  than  the  times  before  It.  We 
cannot  go  forward  to  an  Ideal  beyond 
which  there  will  not  be  something  bet- 
ter. The  was  is  bad;  the  Is  Is  good; 
the  will  be  is  better.  The  best  will 
never  defeat  itself  by  surrendering  to 
be  caught." 

We  have  essays  on  civic  pride,  pa- 
triotism and  other  exercises  of  public 
fidelity.  There  Is  place  In  our  modem 
literature  for  some  more  contributions 
on  loyalty  to  the  present  and  future. 

"Mourn  not  for  vanquished  ages 

With  their  great  historic  men. 
Who  dwell  in  history's  pages 

And  live  In  the  poet's  pen; 
For  the  grandest  days  are  before  us, 

And  the  world  Is  yet  to  see 
The  noblest  worth  of  this  whole  earth 

In  the  men  that  are  yet  to  be." 

Human  life  is  more  sacred  today 
than  ever  in  the  past.  True,  the  annals 
of  modern  Industry  are  terribly  stained 
with  human  blood.  The  statistics  of 
death  are  appalling.  The  steel  rails 
that  network  the  country  are  overfull 
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channels  of  human  blood.  The  chunks 
of  coal  from  our  many  mines  are  red 
with  the  life  blood  of  mangled  miners. 
The  stain  of  human  sacriflceB  is  every- 
where on  the  products  of  modem  in- 
dustry. And  there  are  many— ac- 
counted, too,  respectable  and  chari- 
table— ^who  for  the  sake  of  dollars  are 
responsible  for  the  sacrifice  of  human 
life  and  feel  no  sense  of  remorse.  Tet, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  human  life  is 
more  respected  today  than  at  any 
period  of  the  past 

In  the  days  of  early  Rome  human 
butchery  was  not  only  a  pastime  but  a 
virtue.  Ten  thousand  men  were  slain 
in  the  great  Coliseum  during  the 
reign  of  a  single  emperor,  and  no  less 
a  teacher  than  Cicero  defended  with 
his  genius  the  awful  spectacle.  A  fash- 
ionable buiquet  was  considered  a 
"frost"  that  did  not  include  a  sword- 
fight  that  left  half  a  dozen  slaves  dead 
in  the  presence  of  the  assembled 
guests.  The  husband  who  celebrated 
the  funeral  of  his  wife  with  one  of 
these  bloodfests  was  praised  by  the 
philosophers. 

The  fifteenth  century  nkight  well  be 
termed  the  century  of  blood.  Instru- 
ments for  life-taking  were  more  popu- 
lar than  the  Marconi  system  of  tele- 
graphy today.  "Suicide,"  we  are  told, 
"became  a  popular  resort  In  tne 
morning  the  general  put  on  his  short 
sword,  so  that  in  the  event  of  bad  news 
from  the  army  he  might  fall  upon  his 
weapon.  Also  the  citizen  thrust  his 
dagger  into  his  belt  If  the  day 
brought  bad  fortune,  a  way  of  escaping 
the  sorrows  of  the  forum  or  market- 
place was  always  near  at  hand." 

As  late  as  1789  the  "Blue  Laws"  of 
our  infant  America  decreed  that  "If  a 
starving  bookkeeper  robbed  a  rich 
farmer's  hen  roost  of  a  hatful  of  eggs, 
he  was  hanged." 

War  was  never  so  unpopular  as  it 
is  today.  The  age  of  the  battle  hero 
has  greatly  declined.  It  will  soon  pass 
and  be  forgotten.  The  "field  of  glory" 
is  no  longer  the  battlefield.  Sir  Nigel 
would  find  himself  shy  of  opportunities 
for  "noble  venture"  in  behalf  of  his 
lady  in  these  days  of  higher  apprecia- 
tion of  human  life. 

There  is  less  vice  in  the  world  today 
than  formerly.  "No  age,"  says  a 
writer,  "has  been  unacquainted  with 
immorality,  yet  during  the  age  of 
Cicero  the  generations  went  thunder- 


ing into  evil  courses  like  hordes  of 
wild  beasts,  unrestrained  and  irre- 
strainable.  The  pictures  upon  clay 
tablets  and  the  bron^  vases  found  in 
Ponqipeii  and  Herculaneum  tell  us  that 
in  those  cities  vices  were  once  wor- 
shipped that  now  make  horrible  the 
very  name  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 
In  temples  also  sins  were  crowned  with 
ohaplets  of  flowers  that  are  now  out- 
lawed by  society."  There  was  a  time 
when  the  husbuid  of  a  beautiful  wo- 
man dared  not  expose  her  beauty  to 
the  eye  of  his  royal  master,  lest  the 
lustfijtl  sovereign  should  take  her  from 
hinL  The  father's  hand  was  impotent 
to  save  his  daughter  from  the  lustful 
designs  of  his  superiors,  and  there  was 
no  law  to  help  him. 

There  is  much  vice  in  the  world  to- 
day. But  how  much  is  there  opposed 
to  it!  And  what  a  change  of  public 
sentiment!  Besides  the  volumes  of 
written  laws,  there  is  that  "unwritten 
law"  which  has  so  frequently  declared 
that  he  who  violates  the  virtue  of  wo- 
manhood is  a  social  outlaw. 

Industrially  the  world  is  vastly  ink- 
proved.  Clearly  through  the  vaporings 
of  the  demagogue  who  would  show  us 
that  the  "wurruld  is  goin'  to  th' 
diwle,"  we  can  see  a  wide  stretch  of 
improvement  between  the  slave,  the 
serf  and  even  the  early  American 
toiler  and  the  organized  American 
workingman  of  today. 

Says  a  reliable  authority  on  the  his- 
tory of  American  labor:  "With  few 
exceptions,  the  'fathers'  of  the  Revolu- 
tion were  by  no  means  desirous  of  bet- 
tering the  wage-workers'  condition. 
In  1784  Governor  John  Jay  of  New 
York  grumbled  that  'the  wages  of  me- 
chanics and  laborers  are  very  extrava- 
gant' though  the  average  wages  at  the 
time  amounted  to  fifty  cents  a  day. 
'Jefferson  tells  us  that  the  topic  of  oon- 
versation  at  a  large  dinner  party 
given  by  President  John  Adams  was 
'the  enormous  price  of  labor.'  Presi- 
dent Adams  declared  that  he  had  hired 
men  ten  years  before  for  $60  a  year  and 
board,  while  now  he  was  obliged  to\pay 
the  'enormous'  sum  of  $160  a  year." 

It  was  the  same  writer  who  said: 
"This  republic,  in  its  early  days,  was 
on  a  lower  level  than  the  Russia  of  to- 
day, so  far  as  the  treatment  of  work- 
ing people  was  concerned.  The  most 
barbarous  cruelties  were  inflicted  upon 
those  whose  only  crime  was  poverty; 
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and  most  of  the  horrors  of  Siberia 
were  In  full  swing  in  every  one  of  the 
thirteen  States. 

"In  1789  the  treadmill  was  always 
going;  the  pillory  and  stocks  were 
never  empty;  the  branding-Iron  was 
seldom  cold;  and  the  whipping  post 
was  always  crimsoned  with  fresh  blood. 
If  a  man  without  political  influence 
imitated  the  bankers  of  those  days,  and 
manufactured  paper  money,  he  was  not 
only  imprisoned,  but  had  his  ears  cut 
off."  A  complete  recital  of  conditions 
of  labor  in  those  days  would  make  a 
volume  of  incredible  blackness.  Car- 
roll D.  Wright  says  of  the  wage-work- 
ers who  lived  one  hundred  years  ago: 
**Could  they  have  foreseen  the  circum- 
stances and  the  environment  of  the 
workingman  of  the  present  day,  they 
would  have  considered  that  the  dream 
of  the  social  philosophers  of  their  day 
was  to  be  realized." 

Is  the  "wurruld  goin'  to  th'  dlwle?" 
Listen  to  the  cheer-giving  message  of 
Lloyd:  "But  there  is  a  gospel  of  good 
tidings.  Evil  is  being  overcome  with 
good.  An  American  can  travel  six 
thousand  miles  across  the  earth's  sur- 
face and  find  brothers,  and  none  but 
brothers  and  fellow  citizens  and  fellow 
defenders  all  along  the  line. 

"We  can  travel  from  smile  to  smile 
all  the  way  around  the  globe.  Music 
is  growing  gay,  armor  is  thrown  off, 
leprosy  hafi  disappeared  from  Europe. 
There  has  been  a  Conference  of  Inter- 
national Arbitration.  The  flagellants 
ride  the  bicycle  and  bask  on  the  coun- 
try-side. Terror  after  terror  disap- 
pears. Anti-toxin  abolishes  the  terror 
of  diphtheria;  the  Pasteur  treatment 
that  of  hydrophobia.  The  terror  of 
being  found  reading  the  Bible,  of  hav- 
ing your  child  torn  away  from  your 
arms  to  be  sold  into  slavery — a  whole 
brood  of  terrors  have  evacuated  the 
human  mind  forever." 


Passed  Up. 

Some  labor  bills  are  being  passed, 

"Passed  up"  is  what  I  mean; 
xind  as  they  go,  the  face  of  "Joe" 

Is  thrown  upon  the  screen. 
So  long  as  workingmen  shall  vote 

For  Cannon  and  his  kind. 
They  stay  Just  like  the  old  cow's  tall, 

A  hanging  on  behind. 
— Kansm   City   (Mo.)   Labor  Journal, 


A  Voice  in  the  Wilderness. 

"In  Unity  thsbb  is  Strength." 

State  of  Oklahoma,  Executive  Pboo 
lamation: 

Government  is  the  source  from  which 
must  spring,  protection  to  life,  liberty 
and  the  acquisition  and  enjoyment  of 
property. 

Government  must  be  made  and  exe- 
cuted by  man. 

Government  that  does  not  protect 
honest  capital  and  enterprise  and  hon- 
est toil  alike,  falls  of  Its  proper  pur- 
pose. 

Our  form  of  government,  with  its  dis- 
tinct legislative,  executive  and  Judicial 
branches,  should  owe  the  tenure  of 
ofBce  direct  to  the  people. 

Official  position  should  never  be 
found  on  the  bargain  counter,  where 
selfish  Interest,  greed  for  riches  at  the 
expense  of  the  comfort  of  the  tolling 
masses,  or  the  morals  and  happiness  of 
humanity,  can  buy  power  with  the  gold 
unjustly  wrung  from  honest  hands  and 
needy  homes. 

Government  Is  neither  spontaneous 
nor  automatic.  It  will  not  create  nor 
operate  itself. 

The  honest  people  or  the  special  in- 
terest will  rule. 

Which  shall  it  be? 

Shall  the  creatures  of  God  or  the 
creatures  of  the  Legislature  rule  the 
country? 

The  past  and  the  present  warn  us, — 
the  general  government  must  be 
brought  nearer  the  people. 

Bring  the  United  States  Senate 
nearer  the  people,  that  Just  laws  may 
be  given  us. 

Such  as  to  define  the  duties  and  ren- 
der wholesome  administration  of  the 
executive  and  Judiciary. 

Party   Platforms   and   Political 
Speech. 

All  pledges  of  future  action  are  stale 
with  age  and  the  path  of  the  past  is 
strewn  with  wrecks  of  the  people's 
fondest  hopes. 

Loud  acclaim  and  fierce  denunciation 
still  leave  the  people  with  empty 
hands. 

The  people  must  act! 

When?    Now! 

Amend  the  federal  constitution. 

How? 

(a)  Elect  United  States  Senators  by 
direct  vote. 
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(b)  Legalize  an  income  tax. 

(c)  Make  constitutional  an  employ- 
er's liability  law. 

(d)  Cease  to  interrupt  the  state  in 
regulation  of  carrying  charges  within 
the  state  and  the  prohibition  of  merg- 
ing of  competing  common  carriers. 

(e)  Leave  to  every  state  the  right  of 
its  own  people  to  enforce  morality  and 
protection  to  honest  labor,  without 
federal  aid  being  given  the  enemy  of 
both. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  below 
tell  the  story  in  detail. 

The  party  pledge  of  legislation  along 
any  of  these  lines  is  an  uncertain  sub- 
terfuge. 

Write  them  all  in  the  Constitution 
and  you  then  have  certainty,  but  not 
otherwise. 

Senator  of  Oklahoma,  in 

the  Senate,  and  Representative 

in  the  House,  introduced  these  five  pro- 
posed amendments  on ,  1908.  Con- 
gress will  soon  adjourn. 

The  people  are  all  powerful  in  action, 
but  graft,  greed  and  monoply  rule, 
when  the  people  are  silent. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me, 
I,  C.  N.  Haskell,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Oklahoma,  and  in  the  interest  of 
government  rendering  equal  and  exact 
Justice  to  both  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
do  proclaim  Thursday,  May  7th,  1908,  a 
legal  holiday  throughout  our  state. 

That  with  the  suspension  of  all  legal 
business  our  people  may  assemble  and 
confer  together,  I  urge  that  all  advo- 
cates of  good  government,  the  farmers 
in  their  lodge  rooms,  the  commercial 
clubs'  in  their  halls,  the  laborers  in 
their  unions,  all  societies  for  the  pro- 
motion of  morals  and  intelligence — all 
you  who  believe  that  the  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire;  that  the  home  is 
sacred  and  domestic  happiness  should 
be  promoted — ^may  so  assemble  and 
adopt  resolutions  demanding  your  Con- 
gressmen and  Senators'  support  of 
these  five  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  before  you  rest,  mall  your 
resolution  to  Washington. 

Go  after  reforms  in  a  practical  man- 
ner,— all  promise  and  no  results  dis- 
credit your  sincerity. 

Your  duty  done,  let  us  pray  that  be- 
yond our  own  small  State  (weak,  alone 
in  this  fight  for  good  government), 
that  our  Sister  States  throughout  the 
Union  may  add  their  power. 

Let  us  hope  that  from  ocean  to  ocean 
the  voice  of  such  people  assembled  in 


every  community,  in  every  state,  may 
add  its  command. 

Do  IT  Now/    Action  Deferbed  is  Op- 
POBT  UNITY  Lost. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Guthrie,  this  29th 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  L^rd, 
one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eight, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-sec- 
ond. C.  N.  Haskejj^ 

Cfovernor. 
Attest: 

Bill  Cboss,  Secretary  of  State. 


To  the  Sixtieth  Congress  of  the  United 
States: 

Whereas,  In  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  it  was  contemplated  that 
lapse  of  time  and  changing  conditions 
would  necessitate  amendments  of  and 
additions  to  the  original  document,  and 
therefore  the  making  of  amendments 
and  additions  thereto,  were  provided 
for. 

Time  has  demonstrated  that  govern- 
ment by  the  people,  of  the  people  and 
for  the  people,  cannot  be  obtained  by 
the  present  method  of  electing  the  Up- 
per House  of  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  federal  government,  therefore  au 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  entire  United  States  have  in 
various  conclusive  ways  given  evidence 
of  their  desire  that  the  constitution 
should  be  amended,  to  the  end  that 
United  States  Senators  may  be  elected 
by  direct  vote  of  the  pople  of  the  re- 
spective states,  to  the  end  that  our 
government  in  practice,  as  well  as  in 
theory,  may  Justify  the  motto:  "Let  the 
people  rule." 

Whereas,  Government  devised  for 
the  protection  of  life,  liberty  and  the 
right  of  property,  necessarily  incurs 
the  burden  of  taxation,  direct  and  in- 
direct, and 

Whereas,  Indirect  taxation  is  far  too 
often  made  an  excuse  for  special  privi- 
leges to  a  favored  class  and  a  burden 
upon  the  toiling  masses  of  the  United 
States,  and 

Whereas,  Great  estates  and  accumu- 
lations of  property  necessitate  a 
greater  share  of  supervision  and  ex- 
pense to  government,  therefore  it  is 
fair  and  Just  that  an  income  tax  be 
authorized  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  affording  a  source  from 
which  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  gov- 
ernment may  be  obtained  and  to  this 
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end  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
make  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
an  Income  tax  constitutional. 

Whebeas,  It  should  be  the  policy  of 
our  government  to  protect  the  toiling 
masses  to  the  fullest  degree  of  Justice, 
in  case  of  disability  or  death  while  in 
the  service  of  interstate  carriers  and 
free  from  responsibility  on  account  of 
the  negligence  of  his  fellow  servant  or 
co-employe.  It  is  therefore  essential 
that  the  laws  of  Congress  upon  this 
subject  should  not  be  hampered  or 
their  validity  endangered  by  the  nar- 
row provisions  of  the  constitution  as 
at  present.  Distinct  power  should  be 
given  Congress  to  legislate  as  in  its 
wisdom  may  fully  protect  the  employe. 

Whebkas,  The  conditions  and  neces- 
sities of  the  different  states  render  it 
indispensable  that  each  state  have  un- 
restricted the  right  to  regulate  the 
charges  of  common  carriers  and  the 
conduct  of  transportation  business  and 
the  right  to  prohibit  the  consolidation 
or  combination  or  merger  of  competing 
carriers  to  the  end  that  reasonable  com- 
petition shall  not  be  destroyed,  and 

Whebeas,  Time  has  demonstrated 
that  federal  control  of  this  vast  sub- 
ject is  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the 
states,  and  it  being  within  the  power 
and  province  of  the  state  to  regulate  its 
internal  affairs,  this  subject  should 
have  the  emphasis;  of  a  direct  pro- 
vision of  the  federal  constitution, — not 
that  the  states  have  ever  surrendered 
this  right,  but  that  judicial  legislation 
may  not  farther  encroach  upon  the  just 
rights  and  powers  of  the  state. 

Whebeas,  It  has  always  been  the 
policy  of  free  government  to  permit 
the  people  of  the  states,  by  their  own 
voice,  (the  majority  controlling)  to 
formulate  and  execute  the  laws  for 
their  local  regulation,  and  where  a 
state  by  its  people,  have  elected  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  or  use  of  any 
products  effecting  the  morals  and 
health  of  the  community  or  the  protec- 
tion of  its  honest  labor  by  the  exclu- 
sion of  convict-made  goods,  the  Federal 
Government  should  never  aid  or  con- 
nive at  the  violation  of  such  as  has 
been  declared  to  be  the  expressed  will 
of  the  people  of  such  state,  to  the  end 
that  doubt  on  this  subject  may  be 
cleared  away  and  a  definite  limit  put 
upon  legislation  by  our  federal  judici- 


ary, an  amendment  of  the  constitution 
is  essential. 

Amend  the  Constitution. 

There  are  two  methods  of  securing 
the  submission  of  amendments  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States: 

(a)  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  may  formulate  and  submit 
amendments  on  its  own  motion  to  the 
several  states  for  their  ratification;  but 
as  to  this  method,  the  people  of  our 
country  have  waited  long,  weary,  years 
in  vain,  but  with  a  last  appeal  to  that 
method,  the  five  articles  proposed  here- 
with are  submitted  for  the  voluntary 
action  of  our  Congress. 

(b)  Wise,  indeed,  were  those  who 
framed  the  constitution  of  our  country 
in  the  provision  of  another  method  for 
its  amendment.  In  Article  V  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  several  states,  the  source 
of  all  federal  power,  may,  by  resolution 
of  the  legislative  body,  two-thirds  of 
the  states  joining  therein,  and  address- 
ing such  request  to  the  Congress,  make 
it  mandatory  upon  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  convene  a  convention 
of  the  states  of  the  Union  for  the  pur- 
pose of  formulating  any  and  all  such 
amendments  to  the  federal  constitution 
as  said  convention,  when  assembled, 
may  deem  wise  and  proper  and  the 
Congress  shall  also  provide  that  all 
amendments  proposed  by  such  conven- 
tion shall  be  submitted  to  the  several 
states  for  ratification.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Congress  will  not,  by  their  failure 
to  act,  make  necessary  the  delay  and 
expense  incident  to  such  convention  by 
refusing  to  submit  the  attached  five  ar- 
ticles and  such  additional  articles  as 
the  people  may  demand  by  a  reasonable 
representation  of  the  people. 

The  action  of  twenty-seven  states  of 
the  Union,  in  requesting  a  convention 
of  the  states,  must  impress  the  Con- 
gress that  patience  has  almost  ceased 
to  be  a  virtue  and  that  Congress  has 
not  listened  with  even  diligence  and 
justice  to  the  source  of  all  power — ^the 
people  of  our  country. 

Can  there  be  any  better  evidence  of 
the  demand  for  a  constitutional  con- 
vention of  the  states  than  that  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolutions  filed  here- 
with, adopted  by  the  twenty-seven  of 
our  grand  and  glorious  states  follow- 
ing: 

Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Texas,  Cali- 
fornia. Nevada,  Missouri,  Nebraska.  Ar- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


504 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMBSN'S  UNION. 


kansas,  Wyoming,  North  Carolina,  Illi- 
nois, Colorado,  Louisiana,  Kansas,  Mon- 
tana, Wisconsin,  Oregon,  Michigan, 
Tennessee,  Idaho,  South  Dakota,  Wash- 
ington, Utah,  Kentucky,  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota, Oklahoma.  Of  the  nineteen  re- 
maining states,  more  than  two-thirds 
of  them  stand  ready  to  Join  with  their 
sister  states  in  this  demand,  awaiting 
only  the  convening  of  their  legislatiye 
bodies. 

Shall  Congress  defer  longer  the  sub- 
mission of  these  needed  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  when  by  the  states 
above  named,  substantially  two-thirds 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
have  united  in  a  call  for  such  conven- 
tion? 

Shall  the  people  have  the  opportunity 
to  pass  upon  these  questions  without 
further  hindrance  or  delay,  or  must  a 
campaign  be  waged  to  remind  Congress 
that  it  is  the  servant  of  a  free  and  in- 
dependent people? 

The  State  of  Oklahoma  has  created 
its  commission  and  directed  the  presen 
tation  to  Congress  of  the  matters  and 
things  herewith,  and  humbly  prays 
that  the  Justice  of  these  demands  may 
appeal  to  the  honorable  Congress  of  the 
United  States.      Respectfully, 

C.  N.  Haskell, 

Oovernor  of  the  State  of  Oktahoma. 


Pboposed  Amendments. 

Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  that 
the  following  articles  be  proposed  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  as 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  all  or  any  of  which  ar- 
ticles, when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  the  state  Ic^slatures,  to  be  valid  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the 
said  constitution,  viz.: 

Article  16.  The  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Sena- 
tors from  each  state,  chosen  by  the  elec- 
tors thereof  for  six  years,  and  each 
Senator  shall  have  one  vote;  and  the 
electors  in  each  state  shall  have  the 
qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. They  shall  be  divided  as  equally 
as  may  be  into  three  classes,  so  that 
one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second 
year;  and  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resig- 


nation or  otherwise,  the  governor  may 
make  temporary  appointments  until  the 
next  regular  election  in  such  state.  No 
person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not 
have  attained  the  age  of  30  years,  and 
been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  who  shall  not  when  elected, 
be  an  elector  of  the  state  for  which 
he  shall  be  chosen.  The  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  president 
of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote 
unless  they  be  equally  divided.  The 
Senate  shall  choose  their  own  officers 
and  also  a  president  pro  tempore  in 
the  absence  of  the  Vice-President,  or 
when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Article  17.  The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  a 
uniform  tax  upon  the  gains,  profits  ana 
income  received  by  every  citizen  or  per- 
son of  the  United  States,  including 
every  corporation,  association  or  com- 
pany doing  business  for  profit  in  the 
United  States,  subject  to  such  exemp- 
tions as  it  may  deem  proper. 

Article  18.  The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  define  and  regulate  the  lia- 
bility of  common  carriers  engaged  in 
interstate  or  foreign  commerce  to  their 
servants  or  employes  for  injuries  re- 
sulting from  the  negligence  of  fellow 
servants  or  co-employes. 

Article  19.  No  state  shall  be  denied 
the  right  to  regulate  the  charges  of 
common  carriers  for  the  carriage  of 
freight  or  passengers  wholly  within  the 
state,  or  to  regulate  or  prohibit  the  con- 
solidation or  combination  of  competing 
carriers. 

Article  20.  No  state  shall  be  denied 
the  right  to  regulate  or  prohibit  the 
shipment  into  the  state  of  any  article 
or  articles  of  commerce  injurious  to 
public  health  or  morals,  or  the  product 
in  whole  or  in  part  of  convict  labor. 

The  following  is  the  Senatorial  Di- 
rect Election  Commission  of  the  State 
of  Oklahoma:  Hon.  C.  N.  Haskell,  Gov- 
ernor, Bx-Officio.  Guthrie:  Hon.  Wm. 
H.  Murray,  Speaker  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Tishomingo;  Hon.  Clarence 
B.  Douglas,  Muskogee;  Hon.  Thos.  H. 
Doyle,  ex-Member  of  Sixth  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Oklahoma  Territory, 
Perry;  Hon.  John  Threadgill,  ex-Mem- 
ber of  Seventh  and  Bighth  Legislative 
Assemblies  of  Oklahoma  Territory,  Ok- 
lahoma City;  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Evans, 
Chlckasha;  Hon.  T.  B.  Ferguson,  ex- 
Governor  of  Oklahoma  Territory,  Wa- 
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tonga;  Hon.  Jesse  J.  Dunn,  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Guthrie; 
Hon.  D.  L.  Sleeper,  ex-Speaker  of  Ohio 
House  of  Representatives,  Tulsa. 


The  Roosevelt  and  Taf  t  Military 
Policy. 

We  have  never  seen  a  more  truthful 
and  clear  statement  of  the  military  fal- 
lacies of  the  above-named  gentlemen 
than  that  written  by  one  of  New  York's 
most  eminent  clergymen,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  E.  Jefferson,  p.  D.,  of  the 
Broadway  Tabernacle,  which  appeared 
in  the  New  York  Independent  of  Feb- 
ruary 27th. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  this 
able  article: 

President  Roosevelt's  request  for 
four  new  battleships,  this  year,  and 
plenty  of  torpedo  boats  and  destroyers 
is  only  one  incident  in  the  swelling 
movement  of  an  imperial  drama.  It 
is  the  most  colossal  and  far-reaching 
development  which  is  taking  place  In 
our  day  and  generation,  and  yet,  with 
the  exception  of  an  isolated  protest 
here  and  there,  our  people  have  quietly 
acquiesced  in  the  adoption  of  a  policy 
which  breaks  completely  with  our  most 
sacred  traditions,  and  launches  the  re- 
public upon  a  course  which  is  fraught 
at  every  step  with  peril  and  which  may 
lead  to  unimaginable  disaster.  Why  is 
it  that  men  in  such  surprising  num- 
bers have  become  ardent  champions  of 
the  big  club,  or  have  at  least  been  re- 
duced to  silence  while  the  multiplica- 
tion of  battleships  and  cruisers  goes 
steadily  onward  before  their  eyes?  It 
is  because  they  are  the  victims  of  a  set 
of  fallacies.  They  are  caught  in  the 
meshes  of  plausible  sophistries.  They 
are  captivated  by  a  series  of  assump- 
tions, all  of  them  both  specious  and 
false.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  these 
assumptions. 

1.  "The  navy  is  simply  a  police 
force."  Of  course  we  believe  in  a  police 
force,  both  for  cities  and  for  nations. 
A  nation  must  do  business  on  the  wa- 
ter as  well  as  on  the  land.  It  must 
have  its  officers  and  agents  on  land  and 
sea.  There  are  robbers  on  the  waters, 
pirates  along  certain  coasts.  There 
must  be  armed  vessels  on  all  the  seas 
— everybody  knows  this.  The  oceans 
must  be  policed.  But  the  navy  we  are 
building  is  not  a  police  force.    It  Is  not 


built  to  look  after  pirates.  One-tenth 
of  our  ships  could  attend  to  all  the 
pirates  which  the  world  can  produce. 
We  are  building  a  mighty  engine  of 
destruction,  getting  ready  for  full- 
grown  assassins  who  are  going  to 
break  in  on  us  at  midnight.  Who  are 
these  prospective  cut-throats?  There 
are  only  four  of  them:  England, 
France,  Germany  and  Japan.  No  one 
else  could  break  in  on  us,  no  one  else 
could  possibly  make  us  afraid.  These^ 
then,  must  be  the  assassins.  These  are 
the  murderers  to  be  afraid  of.  We  are 
not  preparing  for  pirates,  we  are  get- 
ting ready  to  knock  off  the  head  of  one 
of  our  neighbors.  Our  great  and  grow- 
ing navy  is  not  a  police  force — it  is  not 
built  to  look  after  rowdies;  it  is  a 
huge  organization  of  brute  force,  bully- 
ing force,  terrifying  force,  which  can 
only  produce  irritation,  ugly  feeling 
and  everlasting  disturbance  and  com- 
motion. 

2.  "But  if  these  four  nations  have 
great  navies,  we  must  follow  their 
example.  We  cannot  afford  not  to  do 
what  they  do."  fifo  men  say;  but  why 
not?  We  are  not  like  them.  Their 
situation  is  different  from  ours.  They 
have  enemies,  hereditary  enemies;  we 
have  not.  Moreover,  these  four  na- 
tions are  our  special  friends.  We  are 
coming  closer  all  the  while  to  England. 
Germany  and  America  have  never  been 
such  good  friends  as  now.  France  and 
our  republic  have  always  gone  hand  in 
hand.  Nobody  outside  of  a  pack  of 
mischief-makers  has  ever  dreamed  that 
Japan  has  any  feeling  toward  us  but 
one  of  good-will. 

3.  "A  nation  unarmed  is  at  the 
mercy  of  its  neighbors."  8o  some  men 
say,  but  it  is  not  so.  Mexico  is  not 
armed.  She  is  not  at  our  mercy.  If 
all  our  ships  were  at  ^e  bottom  of  the 
sea  we  should  not  be  at  the  mercy  of 
anybody.  No  nation  would  attack  us; 
no  nation  could  attack  us  unless  we 
deserved  by  our  foolishness  to  be  at- 
tacked. All  the  protection  that  a  na- 
tion needs  in  the  twentieth  century 
is  a  disposition  in  her  rulers  and  states- 
men to  love  mercy  and  do  Justly,  and 
walk  as  a  nation  ought  to  walk. 

4.  "We  have  got  to  protect  the 
Philippines,"  men  say  with  bated 
breath,  as  though  all  the  nations  were 
looking  on  with  envious  eyes  and  Itch- 
ing hands,  eager  to  snatch  away  from 
us  our  glittering  treasure.    "We  must 
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protect  the  Philippines!"  From  whom? 
Tell  us  who  wants  the  Philippines? 
Nobody.  They  are  a  white  elephant 
which  can  be  left  out  over  night  with 
safety.  Nobody  will  take  them.  They 
are  one  of  the  heaviest  burdens  this 
nation  has  ever  tried  to  lift.  They 
have  been  a  drain  on  us  from  the  day 
we  bought  them.  They  would  be  a 
millstone  around  the  neck  of  any  na- 
tion. We  could  afford  to  pay  today 
any  nation  a  hundred  million  dollars 
to  take  them  off  our  handSj  and  then 
we  should  be  a  gainer  by  the  bargain. 
To  spend  hundreds  of  millions  in  pro- 
tecting a  thing  which  nobody  wants — 
only  men  driven  delirious  by  brooding 
always  on  war  are  capable  of  such  gro- 
tesque and  unfathomable  stupidity. 

5.  "To  keep  the  peace  we  must  pre- 
pare for  war."  Some  one  said  tJiat 
long  ago,  and  men  have  repeated  it  as 
though  it  were  a  word  from  the  mouth 
of  God.  Its  hollowness  is  evident  to 
any  one  who  will  look  into  it.  The 
fact  is  that  to  keep  the  peace  we  must 
prepare  for  peace.  If  you  want  war, 
then  prepare  for  war,  multiply  your 
guns,  burnish  them  and  make  them 
shine,  practice  with  them,  keep  the  air 
filled  with  the  reverberations  of  the 
roar  of  cannon.  Swing  your  fleet  from 
one  ocean  to  another  just  when  hearts 
are  most  Irritated.  Fill  your  news- 
papers with  accounts  of  what  your 
ships  are  doing,  crowd  your  magazines 
with  pictures  of  torpedo  boats  and  de- 
stroyers. Set  all  the  young  men  of  the 
country  thinking  and  talking  about 
war,  and  then  some  day  war  will  come. 
It  Is  Inevitable!  If  a  nation  does  not 
want  to  flght  It  must  put  up  Its  sword. 
It  Is  amazing  that  there  Is  an  Intelli- 
gent man  on  the  earth  who  cannot  see 
this. 

To  the  above  we  may  add  that  all  the 
nations  of  South  America,  around 
whose  shores  our  battle  fleet  has  been 
sailing  seem  to  get  along  very  well 
without  large  armies  or  navies.  No- 
body molests  them.  And  the  same  Is 
true  of  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Holland  and  Belgium.  Neither  Eng- 
land, France,  Germany  or  Italy  seems 
to  have  any  wish  to  rob  their  cHles  or 
murder  their  people. — Our  Dumb  Ani- 
mals. * 


People  who  think  they  are  not  well 
enough  to  rise  early  would  be  "cured" 
by  rising  anyhow,  most  likely. 


Are  You  Out  of  a  Job? 

By    Wm.    H.    Leffinowell,    Manager 
Wilshire's  Magazine. 

Pretty  serious  thing,  isn't  it,  to  be 
out  of  work? 

How  are  you  going  to  keep  oft  the 
landlord?  Think  he  will  be  good 
enough  to  keep  you  until  you  find 
work? 

How  is  your  credit  with  the  grocer? 
Has  he  said  ansrthing  about  wanting 
his  money? 

Of  course,  you  have  not  much  in  the 
bank,  and  what  you  have  will  probably 
be  used  up  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  if  you  don't 
get  work  within,  say,  thirty  days,  you 
and  your  wife  will  have  to  go  on  half 
rations  in  order  that  the  baby  can  have 
its  full  share  of  food.  Isn't  that  so? 
Wouldn't  it  be  a  terrible  thing  if  you 
could  not  get  any  food  for  the  family? 

Now  is  the  time,  if  you  have  a  spark 
of  manhood  in  that  carcass  of  yours,  to 
protest.  Of  course,  there  are  tramps 
who  won't  work,  and  there  are  some 
very  improvident  men  who  really  are 
not  entitled  to  much  consideration. 
That  Is  not  your  case,  is  it?  Tou 
worked  hard,  and  if  you  have  saved 
anything  it  has  been  at  the  sacrifice  of 
real  necessities. 

What  are  you  going  to  do?  As  a 
problem  of  the  present  it  is  pretty  seri- 
ous. 

May  be  the  government  will  start 
some  big  public  works  and  give  you  a 
chance  to  struggle  along. 

May  be  some  philanthropist  will 
start  a  soup  kitchen. 

May  be  you  can  get  a  warm  cup  of 
coffee  and  a  piece  of  bread  at  some  of 
the  thousand  bread  lines  that  are  being 
established  all  over  the  United  States. 

Perhaps  you  won't  starve  to  death. 
Tou  may  stick  it  out 

Tae  writer  remembers  vividly  his  ex- 
perience In  1893.  My  diet  for  six  long 
months  was  a  sort  of  a  bread  made  of 
flour  and  water,  and  a  gravy  made  of 
beef  suet.  Not  very  palatable,  not  very 
strengthening,  but  I  lived  through  it. 
I  cannot  say,  however,  that  I  enjoyed 
the  experience.  Perhaps  you  will  live 
through  the  industrial  depression  of 
1908;  but  don't  you  think  that  the 
whole  thing  is  foolish? 

Why  should  a  workingman  starve? 
Is  it  because  we  don't  produce  enough, 
or  haven't  brains,  or  don't  work  hard? 
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I  don't  think  so.  The  working  people 
produce  all  there  in,  have  all  the 
brains,  and  surely  they  work  hard 
enough,  and  yet  it  is  true  the  harder 
we  work,  the  quicker  we  starve.  That . 
every  period  of  prosperity  is  followed 
by  a  period  of  depression,  and  the 
greater  the  prosperity  the  greater  the 
depression. 

The  industrial  depression  Is  the  in- 
evitable consequence  of  the  competitive 
wage  system.  Do  you  know  what  this 
means  in  plain  English?  Let  me  ex- 
plain. 

First:  Labor  in  connection  with 
natural  resources  produces  all  wealth. 
By  labor  we  mean  all  kinds  of  labor 
used  in  the  production  of  wealth. 

Second:  We  have  an  industrial  sys- 
tem in  which  a  few  men  own  the  land 
and  machinery,  and  the  mass  of  men 
work  for  the  owners  of  these  means  of 
production. 

Third:  The  owners  of  the  means  of 
production,  because  of  that  ownership, 
demand  a  share  in  the  product.  Their 
share  is  called  profit,  interest  or  rent, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

Fourth:  The  worker  is  paid  wages. 
His  labor  power  is  a  commodity  which 
is  regulated  by  the  law  of  supply  and 
demand.  The  man  out  of  a  job  fixes 
the  wage  of  the  man  in  the  Job. 

Fifth;  The  price  of  the  product  in- 
cludes the  following  items:  Raw  mate- 
rials, wages,  superintendence,  wear  and 
tear,  rent,  interest  and  profit.  The 
share  of  rent,  interest  and  profit  all  de- 
pends upon  the  ownership  of  things. 

Sixth:  If  this  division  is  half,  we 
will  say,  for  the  workers,  and  the  other 
half  for  rent,  interest  and  profit,  you 
can  readily  see  that  the  workers  can 
only  buy  half  of  the  commodities. 
Surplus  must  be  used  either  in  develop- 
ing new  resources,  wasted,  or  sold  to 
foreign  markets.  At  any  rate,  the 
products  must  all  be  sold  or  the  fac- 
tories must  close  down. 

Thus,  you  have  seen  that  factories 
only  close  when  there  is  a  surplus  of 
wealth  in  the  country,  and  the  reason 
you  starve  is  that  there  is  too  much 
food.  It  seems  ridiculous;  but  it  is 
true,  nevertheless. 

Now  as  to  a  way  out.  Briefly  stated, 
it  is,  "Let  the  Nation  Own  the  TrusU," 
or  let  the  nation  own  the  industries. 
If  all  of  the  pople  own  the  industries, 
and  not  a  few,  then  all  of  the  people 
can  benefit  by  a  surplus,  and  if  we  have 


to  8Uh>  work  because  we  produce  too 
much  wealth,  we  can  take  a  nice  long 
vacation  and  enjoy  ourselves  while  we 
are  using  it  up. 


Democratic   Party    Anarchistic. 

Bt  Robebt  Hunteb. 

You  have  recently  said,  Bryan,  that 
the  voice  of  the  people  should  be  su- 
preme. 

I  think  you  mean  what  you  say.  I 
think  you  believe  this  old  principle  of 
Democracy. 

But  in  these  reactionary  days  let  us 
have  facts,  not  pious  opinions. 

I  want  to  aak  if  the  Democratic 
party  is  not  one  of  the  greatest  forces 
in  this  country  in  overriding  the  will 
of  the  people? 

Let  us  take  the  negroes.  Who  have 
taken  away  their  votes?  Who  have 
denied  them  Judicial  justice?  Who 
have  been  responsible  for  the  number- 
less lynch ings  and  for  immunity  to  the 
Ijmchers? 

You  claim  that  you  are  against  the 
subjection  of  backward  people  to  the 
whites.  You  talk  of  the  Philippines 
and  forget  the  South. 

The  treatment  of  the  Irish  or  the  In- 
dians by  the  English  is  not  so  brutal 
and  lawless  as  the  treatment  of  the 
negroes  by  the  "Democratic"  whites. 

But  perhaps  you  do  not  consider  the 
negroes  a  part  of  the  people. 

Then  let  us  consider  the  white  work- 
ing people  in  the  South. 

You  have  heard  of  the  mills  where 
children  of  five  years  of  age  are  en- 
slaved. 

You  have  heard  of  the  convict  gangs 
where  whites  and  blacks  with  chain 
and  ball  work  at  the  point  of  a  shot- 
gun. 

You  have  doubtless  heard  of  the  pres- 
ent strike  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  where 
white  workingmen  are  trying  to  force 
the  traction  thieves  to  give  them  a  de- 
cent wage,  and  you  should  know  that 
these  peaceable  workingmen  face  a 
regiment  of  soldiers  with  gatling  guns. 

Which  is  Democracy,  Bryan? 

Is  it  the  representatives  of  your 
party  in  control  of  the  states  of  the 
south,  or  is  it  yourself,  a  generous 
berated  idealist,  uttering  pious  and 
laudable  opinions? 

But  let  us  take  the  north. 
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Are  Johnny  Powers.  HInky  Dink, 
Bathhouse  John  of  Chicago.  Tim  Sul- 
livan, Pat  McCarren  and  Fingy  Con- 
nors Democrats? 

Perhaps  you  disown  these  election 
thieves,  gamblers  and  saloonkeepers. 

But  what  about  Roger  Sullivan,  the 
old  William  C.  Whitney,  Ryan  and  Bel- 
mont, who  through  the  agency  of  the 
Democratic  party  are  looting  our  cities 
and  enslaving  our  people? 

Who  more  than  they  are  responsible 
for  municipal  misgovernment,  foul 
slums,  looted  public  treasuries  and 
street  monopolies? 

These  men  are  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

These  are  the  men  we  must  keep  in 
power  in  order  to  have  you  elected 
president 

These  are  the  men  who  really  con- 
trol the  Democratic  party,  who  govern 
our  cities  and  who  would  govern  ou: 
country  if  you  were  elected  president 

I  ask  you,  Bryan,  to  consider  theee 
facts. 

I  presume  you  would  say  that  you  be- 
lieve in  free  speech  and  peaceable  as- 
sembly. 

A  few  weeks  ago  30,000  hungry  men 
tried  peaceably  to  assemble  in  Union 
Square,  New  York. 

They  were  clubbed  and  ridden  down 
by  the  police  at  the  orders  of  a  Demo- 
cratic administration  and  police  com- 
missioner. 

After  the  tragedy  the  Tammany 
Times,  an  organ  of  your  distinguished 
party,  remarks,  "Had  the  police,  to 
whom  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given, 
shot  down  a  dozen,  as  they  really 
should  have  done,  the  rioters  would 
have  had  no  redress,  moral  or  legal.*' 

Further,  in  the  same  editorial,  the 
Tammany  Times  advises:  "Kill  every 
anarchist  who  violates  the  law.  Qo  to 
the  extremes  with  him.  Show  him  no 
mercy.  Deal  with  an  iron  hand,  and 
above  all  crush  relentlessly  the  agita- 
tor. Make  the  profession  of  anarchy 
punishable  with  death,  and  anarchy 
will  be  a  matter  of  memory  after  the 
first  execution." 

Your  Democratic  friends  intend  to 
substitute  lynch  law  for  courts  and 
Juries,  and  the  innocent  as  well  as  the 
guilty  are  to  be  shot  down  without  in- 
quiry. 

To  profess  anarchist  views  is  to  be 
punishabVe  with  death.  This  is  what 
the  Democratic  government  of  New 
York  city  offers  its  people. 


Now,  Bryan,  you  are  an  educated 
man,  a  friend  of  Tolstoi  and  a  disciple 
of  Thomas  Jefferson.  You  know  the 
views  of  these  men  are  akin  to  anar- 
chism. They  believe  that  country  gov- 
erns best  which  governs  least. 

You  know  the  Socialists  oppose  the 
political  views  of  Tolstoi  and  Jefferson, 
and  your  own,  with  might  and  main. 
They  have  nothing  in  common  with 
practical  or  theoretical  anarchism. 
That,  however,  is  of  no  consequence. 

But  this  fact  is  of  consequence:  An 
official  organ  of  a  Democratic  adminis- 
tration and  police  force — which  has 
stolen  by  ballot  frauds  the  government 
of  several  million  people — deliberately 
urges  that  any  one  who  professes  views 
akin  to  those  of  Tolstoi  or  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson should  be  punishable  with 
death. 

Which  represents  the  Democratic 
party,  Bryan? 

The  Democratic  government  of  the 
states  of  the  south?  The  Democratic 
traction  thieves,  gamblers  and  election 
crooks  of  the  north?  The  Democratic 
administration  of  New  York  City?  The 
Democratic  mayor  of  Pensacola  with 
his  regiment  of  soldiers  and  gatling 
guns? 

Or  you,  William  Jennings  Bryan, 
speaking  on  the  brotherhood  of  man,  or 
the  commandment  "Thou  shalt  not 
steal"? 

No,  Bryan,  it  is  not  important  that 
you  should  be  elected  president. 

But  it  is  important  that  the  thieving 
and  hypocritical  Democratic  party  shall 
be  known  for  what  it  is,  and  wiped  out 
of  existence  like  any  other  plague. 


C.  p.  R,  Employes  Unite  in  oire 
Great  Federation. 

At  Winnipeg,  Man.,  May  5,  the  gen- 
eral committee  representing  the  vari- 
ous organizations  of  mechanics  em- 
ployed by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, after  a  session  lasting  nine  days, 
succeeded  in  uniting  the  various  unions 
into  an  organization  to  be  known  as 
the  Federation  of  the  Railway  Em- 
ployes. Ten  thousand  men  are  in- 
volved. They  are  employed  at  various 
points  on  the  system  from  Port  Wil- 
liam, Ont,  to  St  Johns,  N.  B.  The 
principal  demand  of  the  federation  will 
be  a  nine-hour  day.  This  already  pre- 
vails in  the  West. 
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The  World's  Railways. 

From  the  tables  published  annually 
in  the  Archiv  far  Eiaenbahnweaen,  it 
appears  that  on  December  31,  1905, 
there  were  562»783  miles  of  railways  in 
operation.  Of  this  number  there  were 
285,958  miles  in  America,  192,251  in 
Europe,  50,593  in  Asia,  17,772  in 
Australasia,  and  16,539  in  Africa.  The 
total  length  of  railways  shows  an  in- 
crease of  55,156  miles  over  the  mileage 
on  31st  of  December,  1901,  the  greatest 
increase  being  in  America,  vis.,  30,- 
799^  miles,  then  follow  Europe  with 
11,433^  miles,  Asia  with  8,780  miles, 
Africa  with  2,351  miles  and  Australasia 
with  1,792.  Taking,  however,  the  in- 
crease per  cent.,  Asia  ranks  first  with 
21  per  cent  followed  by  Africa  with 
17.6  per  cent,  America  with  12.1  per 
cent,  Australasia  with  11^  per  cent, 
and  Europe  with  6.3  per  cent 

In  Europe  Germany  heads  the  list 
with  35,094  miles,  Russia  (including 
Finland)  being  a  close  second  with  34,- 
160  miles;  then  follow  France  28,873 
miles,  Austro-Hungary  24,804  miles, 
the  United  Kingdom,  22,648  miles. 
Then  there  is  a  sudden  drop  to  10,119 
miles  in  Italy,  8,967  in  Spain,  7,882  in 
Sweden,  4,510  in  Belgium,  2,665  in 
Switzerland,  2,198  in  the  Netherlands. 
Taking  the  number  of  miles  of  rail- 
way per  each  100  square  miles  of  coun- 
try it  is  found  that  Belgium  occupies 
first  rank  with  39.6  miles  of  line,  the 
United  Kingdom  being  second  with  18.7 
miles,  Germany  and  Switzerland  16.7 
miles  each,  Netherlands  15  miles, 
France  14,  and  Austro-Hungary,  9^ 
miles. 

Per  each  10,000  inhabitants,  Sweden 
is  an  easy  first  with  15  miles,  Switzer- 
land second  with  8  miles,  France  714, 
Belgium  6^,  Germany  6.2,  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  5^,  Austro-Hungary 
5.3,  Italy  3.1,  and  Russia  3  miles. 

Turning  to  America,  it  is  found  that 
the  United  States  had  a  greater  mile- 
age than  the  whole  of  Europe,  viz.,  218,- 
418  miles;  Canada  had  20.597  miles, 
Argentine  Republic  12,410  miles,  Mex- 
ico 12,078  miles.  United  States  of  Brazil 
10,442  miles,  and  Chili  2,885  miles. 

One  noticeable  fact  in  connection 
with  the  American  railways  is  the 
rapid  expansion  of  the  Mexican  and 
Argentine  railway  systems  since  1907, 
the  increase  of  the  former  having  been 
2,625  miles,  or  27.3  per  cent  and  of  the 
latter  1,991   miles,   or   19.1   per   cent. 


During  the  same  period  the  United 
States  mileage  increased  by  21,220 
miles,  equal  to  10.8  per  cent;  the 
Canadian  by  2,307  miles,  or  12.7  per 
cent;  the  United  States  of  Brazil 
showed  an  increase  of  1,247  miles,  or 
of  12.9  per  cent;  Chili,  the  most  pro- 
gressive of  the  South  American  States, 
shows  an  increase  of  5^  miles  only, 
but  this  is  easily  explained  by  the  con- 
figuration of  the  country,  which  forms 
but  a  narrow  strip  wedged  in  between 
the  Pacific  and  the  mighty  Andes. 

The  railway  mileages  of  Central  Rus- 
sia in  Asia,  and  of  Siberia  and  Man- 
churia remained  stationary  during  the 
four  years,  while  those  of  China  in- 
creased from  768  miles  in  1901,  to  2,247 
in  1905,  being  equal  to  192.6  per  cent 
British  India  had  28,612  miles  of  line 
in  operation  on  December  31,  1905, 
being  3,244  more  than  in  1901;  while 
Japan  had  4,881  miles  of  line  open, 
being  811  more  than  in  1901.  Corea 
shows  the  biggest  increase,  the  mileage 
having  increased  from  26  miles  in  1901, 
to  637  in  1905,  while  Persia  remained 
stationary  at  33%  miles. 

In  Africa,  Cape  Colony  occupied  first 
place  with  3,511  miles,  closely  followed 
by  Egypt  with  3,234  miles;  Algiers  and 
Tunis  had  3,079  miles  open  for  trafllc, 
the  Transvaal  1,335  miles.  Natal  906 
miles.  Orange  River  Colony  597  miles, 
and  other  British  possessions  1,232 
miles.  The  German  colonies  mustered 
840  miles,  and  the  French  possessions, 
exclusive  of  Algiers  and  Tunis,  763 
miles. 

Taking  the  whole  world's  mileage  on 
December  31,  1905,  viz.,  562,783  miles, 
it  will  be  found  that  not  less  than  317,- 
507  miles,  or  nearly  56%  per  cent  of 
the  whole  were  in  English-speaking 
countries,  and  leaving  out  the  United 
States  of  America,  there  were,  at  that 
time,  99,100  miles  of  railways  in  the 
British  possessions,  which  was  equal 
to  17.6  per  cent  of  the  whole  world's 
mileage. 

As  regards  construction  capital,  the 
tables  show  that  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  the  cost  per  mile  was  $266,429 ; 
in  Belgium,  $166,089;  in  France,  $122,- 
386;  in  Austria,  $108,615;  in  Germany, 
$102,346;  and  in  Italy,  $100,998;  while 
for  the  whole  of  Europe  the  average 
cost  per  mile  may  be  stated  to  have 
been  $115,104. 

For  the  United  States  of  America  the 
cost  per  mile  is  given  as  $64,790;  for 
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Canada,  $61,109;  for  Chill,  $54,249;  tor 
Argentine  $46,814;  British  I^dla,  $41,- 
352;  Japan,  $42,216;  Cape  Colony,  $49,- 
137. 

The  average  cost  of  railways  outside 
of  Europe  may  be  given  roughly  as 
$57,600  per  mile.— L.  Loydold,  Vienna, 
iuatria. 


Some   Interesting   Comparisons 

How  We  Do  Things  in  Amebioa. 

Nominations  by  machine. 

Government  by  party  "bosses." 

Spoils  system. 

Political  corruption. 

Monopoly  pressure  to  control  govern- 
ment. 

Concentration  of  wealth  in  the  hands 
of  a  few. 

Dollar  the  king. 

Government  loans  to  banks. 

Banks  for  private  profit 

Unjust  discrimination  in  freight 
rates. 

Railroads,  telegraphs  and  telephones 
for  private  profit. 

Organization  of  capital  in  the  lead. 

Frequent  and  costly  strikes  and  lock- 
outs. 

Industrial  conflict;  disputes  of  labor 
and  capital  settled  by  battle. 

Ten-hour  day. 

Contract  system  in  public  works. 

Taxation  for  public  revenue. 

Farmers  and  workingmen  divided  at 
the  ballot  box. 

Monopolists  and  politicians  in  con- 
trol. 

Life  insurance  a  private  "graft" 

Fire  insurance  for  private  profit. 

Coal  mines  owned  and  operated  by 
the  coal  trust  for  private  profit 

Grovernment  aid  for  railroads*  and 
monopolies  by  favoring  laws  and  "pap." 

Panics  recurring  regularly  as  the 
Wall  Street  gamblers  and  speculators 
drown  confidence  in  a  flood  of 
"watered"  stocks  and  "undigested"  se- 
curities. 

The  poor  house. 

How  They  Are  Done  in  New  Zealand. 

Nominations  by  popular  petition. 

Government  by  the  people. 

Merit  system. 

No  political  corruption. 

Government  pressure  to  break  down 
monopoly. 

Diffusion  of  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
the  people. 


Manhood  the  king. 

Government  loans  to  farmers,  mer- 
chants and  laboring  men. 

Postal  savings  banks. 

No  discrimination  in  freight  rates. 

Railroads,  telegraphs  and  telephones 
for  public  service. 

Organization  of  men  In  the  lead. 

No  strikes  or  lockouts. 

Industrial  peace;  disputes  of  labor 
and  capital  settled  by  Judicial  decision. 

Eight-hour  day. 
Direct    employment    and    co-operative 
methods. 

Taxation  for  the  public  good. 

Farmers  and  workingmen  united  at 
the  ballot  box. 

The  common  people  in  control. 

Government  life  insurance. 

Government  fire  insurance. 

Government  ownership  and  operation 
of  coal  mines  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
people. 

Government  aid  for  homemakers  by 
setting  people  on  vacant  land  and  ad- 
vancing money  at  low  interest  to  home 
builders. 

Panics  prohibited  by  government  tak- 
ing practical  control  of  the  chief  bank 
and  standing  behind  it  with  the  credit 
of  the  nation.  (New  Zealand  did  not 
have  a  panic  in  1893,  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  did.) 

Old  age  pensions  for  the  deserving. 


What  is  Surplus  Value? 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

The  whole  trouble,  my  friends,  cen- 
ters about  surplus  value. 

The  capitalists  get  it.  The  workers 
want  it. 

The  strife  will  never  end  until  the 
producing  millions  get  the  whole  of 
surplus  value. 

But  what  is  surplus  value? 

A  man  named  Jones  was  an  expert 
on  bees. 

He  saw  that  bees  spent  two-thirds 
of  their  time  making  honeycomb,  and 
one-third  of  their  time  making  honey. 

He  set  to  work  to  manufacture  the 
comb.  He  was  an  inventor  and  he  ac- 
complished his  purpose. 

The  bees  then  spent  all  of  their  time 
making  honey. 

But  the  comb  was  expensive,  and  so 
Jones  Invented  a  process  by  which 
honey  could  be  taken  from  the  comb, 
and  the  comb  used  again  and  again. 
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But  this  was  not  enough,  so  he  in- 
vented a  hive  which  enabled  the  bees 
to  work  all  the  winter. 

He  also  discovered  that  if  all  the 
good  honey  were  taken  from  the  bees 
late  in  the  fall,  he  could  put  into  the 
hive  sugar  and  water,  and  the  bees 
would  live  on  that  during  the  winter. 

Jones  was  a  great  inventor,  and  he 
did  for  the  bees  what  most  of  the  in- 
ventors have  done  for  labor. 

Their  inventions  have  been  used  to 
further  exploit  labor,  not  to  relieve  la- 
bor. 

Jones  was  also  a  clever  capitalist. 

He  discovered  how  to  take  the  sur- 
plus value  and  leave  to  the  workers  a 
bare  subsistence. 

Have  you  read  Marx?  If  not,  do  so 
And  you  will  find  the  above  an  illus- 
tration of  the  full  meaning  of  two 
terms  he  uses — the  one  wages,  the 
other  surplus  value. 

The  surplus  value  which  the  capital- 
ist takes  is  the  honey. 

The  wage  which  the  workers  get  is 
the  sugar  and  water. 


Capitalist  Press  Conspiring. 

By  RoBEBT  Hunter. 

One  day  I  sat  in  Berlin  at  lunch  with 
a  group  of  American  newspaper  corres- 
pondents. 

They  were  talking  with  enthusiasm 
about  the  German  workingman. 

They  marvel  at  his  political  power. 

They  outdid  each  other  in  telling 
stories  of  what  he  had  accomplished. 

Their  praise  of  the  German  leaders 
was  unstinted.  Their  contempt  for  the 
reactionaries  was  unbounded. 

I  asked  them  why  they  did  not  send 
to  the  American  papers  the  story  of 
working-class  action. 

"Our  papers  don't  want  it,"  they  an- 
swered. 

In  disgust,  these  men  were  sending 
news  of  court  scandals,  rumors  of  war. 
libels  on  labor  leaders,  lies  about  So- 
cialist defeats. 

Now  what  does  this  mean? 

It  means  that  the  entire  capitalist 
press  is  conspiring  to  keep  the  Ameri- 
can workingman  in  ignorance. 

The  newspapers  have  stopped  print- 
ing political  news  from  Europe  because 
every  hour  the  socialists  are  winning 
great  victories. 

The  European  workingmen  are  fight- 
ing a  magnificent  battle.      They    are 


winning  new  rights.  They  are  forcing 
reforms  that  well  nigh  revolutionize 
economic  conditions.  Their  leaders  are 
the  most  brilliant  in  the  parliaments  of 
Europe. 

In  dismay  their  capitalist  opponents 
are  granting  reforms  right  and  left  in 
the  effort  to  allay  the  discontent  of  the 
workers. 

But  how  many  American  working- 
men  know  anything  of  what  their 
brothers  in  Europe  are  doing? 

They  are  dependent  for  their  news 
upon  capitalist  sources.  They  support 
a  capitalist  press  which  either  lies 
about  the  European  movement  or  ig- 
nores it  Their  pennies  go  to  build  up 
great  Journals  to  be  used  by  the  enemy 

They  leave  the  editors  of  their  So- 
cialist and  labor  press  to  starve  while 
they  add  millions  to  the  circulation  of 
a  press  whose  whole  interest  it  is  to 
keep  them  in  ignorance  and  to  weld 
more  perfectly  the  chains  that  enslave 
them. 


Federate^  Amalgamate, 

The  present  business  depression  and 
existing  conditions  in  railroad  circles 
have  awakened  the  different  class  or- 
ganizations to  a  sense  of  their  utter 
inability  to  cope  with  present  condi- 
tions individually  and  separately,  and 
the  desire  to  get  closer  together  and 
form  some  practical  kind  of  an  amal- 
gamation or  federation  was  never 
greater  than  at  present.  The  old  say- 
ing that  "It  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  any  good"  is  certainly  coming 
true  in  this  case,  as  the  determined 
and  united  efforts  of  the  railroads  of 
the  country  to  reduce  wages  and  abro- 
gate existing  agreements  has  done 
more  to  solidify  and  unify  the  differ- 
ent organizations  than  anything  the  or- 
ganizations themselves  could  ever  have 
attempted  in  that  direction. 

From  all  over  the  country,  news 
reaches  us  that  local  and  system  fed- 
erations are  being  formed  to  combat 
the  efforts  of  railroads  to  reduce  wages 
and  cancel  agreements.  Organized 
railroad  labor,  however,  has  suddenly 
awakened  to  its  present  precarious 
situation,  and  is  doing  everything 
within  its  power  to  get  closer  together 
and  meet  the  united  and  solid  front  of 
the  comibined  railroad  interests  with 
similar    methods.      Consequently    the 
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present  depression,  though  working  a 
hardship  upon  the  many  members  who 
have  been  thrown  out  of  employment, 
may  yet  develop  into  a  blessing  In  dis- 
guise, and  will  doubtless  help  greatly 
in  bringing  organized  railroad  labor  to 
a  realization  of  its  present  ineftective 
system  of  dealing  with  matters  of  gen- 
eral interest  and  concern  to  all.  We 
trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
there  will  be  no  chasms  or  barriers  be- 
tween the  different  railway  organiza- 
tions, and  that  in  matters  of  common 
interest  to  all,  that  all  will  work  In 
unison  and  harmony,  thus  enabling 
them  to  present  a  solid  front  to  what 
Is  rapidly  developing  into  a  selid  and 
combined  amalgamation  of  interests 
opposed  to  ours.  If  the  present  depres- 
sion has  helped  in  this  direction,  which 
we  honestly  believe  it  has,  then  we 
say  it  is  more  to  be  thankful  for  than 
to  be  deplored,— Railway  Garments 
Journal, 


Connors  Defends  the  Dead. 

It  is  not  surprising  to  note  the  damn- 
able and  disgraceful  methods  that 
some  men  will  resort  to.  They  will  go 
so  far  as  to  defame  the  character  of 
the  dead,  to  boost  the  political  am- 
bition of  some  trust-owned  individual. 
I  noticed  an  article  in  the  Chicago 
Record-Herald  a  few  days  ago  from  the 
pen  of  W.  B.  Curtis,  in  which  he  at- 
tempts to  smear  the  fair  name  of 
Frank  W.  Phelan,  one  of  God's  noble- 
men, and  tries  to  make  him  out  a 
traitor  to  the  cause  he  so  ably  repre- 
sented during  the  great  American  rail- 
way union  strike  in  1894. 

I  knew  F.  W.  Phelan  well  and  was 
closely  associated  with  him  during  the 
strike  and  after.  I  saw  him  shortly 
before  he  died  and  I  know  he  was  hap- 
piest when  he  was  denouncing  Judge 
Taft  and  his  kind.  He  never  had  the 
slightest  regret  for  the  part  he  took 
in  the  strike.  This  story  of  Phelan  go- 
ing to  Taft  and  asking  him  to  Ijiter- 
cede  for  the  strikers  and  get  them  back 
their  positions  is  ridiculous  rot,  for 
Phelan  knew,  as  did  every  other  think- 
ing man,  that  it  was  Taft  and  his  kind 
that  were  responsible  for  all  the  suf- 
fering that  followed  the  strike,  for  if 
Taft  and  the  other  injunction  judges 
had  kept  their  hands  oft,  the  strike 
would  have  been  won  and  everybody 
would   have   returned   back   to   work. 


But  when  they  arbitrarily  sent  our 
leaders  to  jail,  the  membership  was  left 
like  a  ship  at  sea  without  a  rudder. 

F.  W.  Phelan  was  loyal  to  the  A.  R. 
U.  until  his  death.  He  never  thought 
of  such  a  thing  as  apologizing  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  strike,  nor  did  he 
cease  to  condemn  Taft  for  his  judicial 
tyranny,  and  if  he  were  living  today  to 
defend  himself,  those  trust-owned 
muck-rakers  would  not  dare  question 
his  allegiance  to  organized  labor,  and 
those  untruths  would  never  have  been 
put  in  circulation. 

W.  H.  Taft  is  famous  for  the  parts 
he  has  played  in  labor  disputes.  He 
has  always  been  found  on  the  side  of 
the  exploiters  of  labor.  He  and  Judge 
Ricks  defeated  the  Engineers  and  Fire- 
men on  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  A  North 
Michigan  in  1893.  It  was  on  this  occa-* 
sion  that  he  won  his  judicial  distinc 
tion  and  the  plaudits  of  the  money- 
kings  and  exploiters  of  the  United 
States.  But  let  us  hope  the  working- 
men  have  not  forgotten  the  cruel  stings 
and  scars  left  by  the  Taft  whip. 

Do  not  be  fooled  by  the  concocted 
stories  you  may  read  in  the  subsidized 
press  who  try  to  win  your  votes  by 
scandalizing  the  dead. 

Mr.  Curtis  says  he  has  the  word  of 
George  Leonard,  who  was  secretary  to 
Judge  Taft  at  the  time  referred  to,  to 
substantiate  his  story.  He  also  says 
that  Taft  does  not  care  to  get  mixed  up 
in  any  controversy  with  Eugene  V. 
Debs,  whom  he  pictures  as  "a  lawless 
man,"  thus  speaking  Taft's  opinion  of 
every  laboring  man,  if  we  are  to  judge 
of  his  past  record. 

As  for  Eugene  V.  Debs,  he  has  been 
before  the  American  public  for  a  good 
many  years  and  he  has  no  apologies  to 
make  for  any  of  his  acts.  He  is  loved 
by  the  working  people  of  this*  country 
and  despised  by  their  oppressors. 

He  has  never  yet  been  accused  of 
dragging  the  name  of  the  dead  in  the 
political  mire. 

James  B.  Connors, 
Second     Vice-President,     Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America. 

free 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  very  neat  lit- 
tle booklet  from  the  Illinois  Watch 
Company,  a  copy  of  which  will  be 
mailed  our  readers  on  filing  their  re- 
quest with  the  Illinois  Watch  Company, 
Springield,  III. 
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SWORN  CONFESSION  OF  PLOT 
TO  CONVICT  UNION  WORK- 
INGMEN. 

Last  month  the  Journal  warned  the 
members  of  this  union  to  be  careful  in 
conducting  raffles,  not  to  use  the  mails 
or  express  companies  to  transmit 
tickets  for  the  raffles,  and  incidentally 
mentioned  the  case  of  Arthur  E.  Ire- 
land, president  of  the  Iron  City  Trades 
Council,  who,  along  with  six  others, 
were  indicted  for  conducting  a  lottery 
scheme. 

Ireland  belongs  to  the  Machinists'  In- 
ternational Union.  For  about  a  year 
the  machinists  on  the  Erie  Railroad 
were  on  strike  and  as  a  consequence 
the  union  was  in  a  bad  way  for  funds, 
and  the  men  commenced  scratching 
their  heads  trying  to  evolve  some  plan 
whereby  they  might  replenish  a  de- 
pleted treasury.  In  Pittsburg  is  a 
union  paper  called  the  Pittsburg 
Leader.  The  manager  and  editor  of  this 
paper  held  a  conference  with  Bro.  Ire- 
land and  his  fellow-unionists,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  devise  means  and 
ways  to  raise  funds  for  the  striking 
machinists.  It  was  arranged  between 
the  newspapermen  and  the  unionmen 
to  raffle  off  an  automobile.  Tickets 
were  gotten  out,  but  in  not  one 
instance  was  the  federal  law  violated. 
As  the  sworn  affidavit  will  show,  the 
enemies  of  organized  labor  were  keep- 
ing a  strict  watch  or  lookout  In  the 
hope  that  those  conducting  the  raffle 
would  unwittingly  make  themselves 
amenable  to  the  federal  law  covering 
lotteries.    They  waited  in  vain,  and  as 


desperation  is  bom  of  despair,  they 
determined  to  burglarize  union  head- 
quarters and  procure  material  where- 
with to  frame  up  a  Job  in  the  hope 
that  they  would  be  successful  in  rail- 
roading innocent  men  to  jail.  How- 
ever, they  were  unsuccessful  in  their 
plot,  as  you  will  see  one  of  the  de- 
tectives gave  the  conspiracy  away 
under  oath. 

The  methods  are  employed  by  de- 
tective agencies  the  world  over.  After 
reading  this  affidavit,  can  anyone  doubt 
that  Moyer,  Haywood  and  Pettibone 
were  the  victims  of  a  like  conspiracy? 

Like  the .  brothers  in  Idaho  the 
brothers  in  Pittsburg  were  all  ac- 
quitted and  some  interesting  de- 
nouements are  yet  to  follow. 

Don't  you  think  it  about  time  that 
organized  labor  and  all  decent  citizens 
should  get  busy  and  wipe  out  this 
murderous,  lecherous  outfit,  this 
blighting  curse,  these  hell-born  traitor- 
hatching  concerns  that  are  waxing  fat 
in  their  schools  of  perjury  and  traitors, 
who  are  plying  their  nefarious  trade 
under  the  guise  of  detective  agencies? 

Read  this  affidavit,  taken  from  the 
Pittsburg  Leader,  and  then  answer  the 
question: 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  Coun* 
ty  of  Allegheny,  ss, 

E.  J.  Grant  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poses and  says: 

About  the  first  week  in  November  a 
party  came  into  town  by  the  name  of 
P.  D.  Dalrymple,  and  I  had  met  this 
party,  P.  D.  Dalrymple,  and  I  had  been 
acquainted  with  him  through  working 
on  operations  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and 
in  London,  Ontario,  with  the  Thiel  de- 
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tectlve  service  company,  who  operate 
oflSces  in  the  principal  cities  of  the 
United  States,  Canada  and  Mexico. 

Now  about  this  time,  Dalrymple  of- 
fered me  a  proposition  wherein  he 
would  use  me  in  Pittsburg,  on  certain 
work,  not  stating  what  this  work 
would  be.  I  met  him  at  the  Fort  Pitt 
hotel  during  a  period  Mr.  Ireland  was 
in  Virginia  attending  an  A.  F.  6  L.  con- 
vention. Mr.  Dalrymple  told  me  that 
he  was  aware  of  an  automobile  raflSe 
or  lottery,  as  he  termed  it,  that  was 
being  operated  Jointly  by  the  machin- 
ists* organization  and  the  Pittsburg 
Leader.  At  my  first  meeting  with  Mr. 
Dalrymple  there  was  nothing  of  im- 
portance passed  between  us,  but  at  the 
second  and  third  meeting,  and  at  all 
the  meetings  that  followed  this  first 
meeting,  the  automobile  raffle  was  dis- 
cussed at  length. 

While  operating  with  Dalrymple  at 
London,  Ont,  certain  things  happened 
that  were  not  just  within  the  laws  of ' 
Canada,  in  my  operation  in  that  town, 
and  Dalrymple  had  in  his  possession 
certain  reports  concerning  my  connec- 
tion in  this  operation.  He  also  claimed 
to  know  why  I  was  discharged  from 
the  Burr-Herr  investigating  company 
of  Chicago  and  Pittsburg,  on  Sept.  15th, 
and  asked  me  to  state  to  him  my 
thoughts  as  to  why  I  was  discharged. 
I  told  him  I  had  thought  I  had  put  in 
excessive  bills  in  minor  affairs  in  that 
line,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  lack 
of  action  in  the  labor  movement  the 
Carnegie  company  had  decided  to  take 
me  off  of  this  work  In  the  city  of  Pitte- 
burg.  Mr.  Dalrymple  then  proceeded 
to  tell  me  why  I  was  discharged  from 
the  Burr-Herr  company,  telling  me  that 
certain  letters  were  sent  out  by  the 
union,  naming  Mr.  Ireland,  as  one  of 
the  correspondents*  unsigned  letters, 
stating  my  connection  with  the  union 
here,  and  saying  that  the  gang  In  Pitts- 
burg that  I  was  giving  Information  as 
to  the  manufacturers  side  In  the  pres- 
ent fight  here,  were  the  very  ones  that 
double-crossed  me  and  had  me  dis- 
charged. 

Hunting  Evidence. 

Dalrymple  made  arrangements  to 
meet  me  about  two  weeks  after  that 
time,  although  I  had  seen  him  several 
times  In  between,  and  stated  to  me 
that  he  had  a  proposition  wherein  he 
would  like  to  have  me  help  him  to  a 


certain  extent  He  said  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  machinists'  organi- 
zation running  a  lottery  In  this  city, 
and  that  the  Pittsburg  Leader,  through 
two  or  three  of  Its  employes,  was  a 
party  to  this  lottery.  He  told  me  that 
he  would  like  to  have  a  general  out- 
line of  what  this  lottery  was,  giving  all 
connections  so  far  as  the  Leader  was 
concerned.  Also  the  union  end  of  It 
Also  asked  me  If  they  were  mailing 
tickets,  expressing  them  or  sending 
them  Into  other  cities,  to  which  I  told 
him  they  were  not  at  present.  He 
then  wanted  to  know  at  what  date  they 
would  start  to  send  these  tickets  Into 
other  cities.  He  also  wanted  to  know 
what  contract  existed  between  the 
Leader  and  the  Machinists'  Union,  and 
I  gave  him  a  part  outline  as  to  what  I 
thought  the  contract  was,  telling  him 
that  the  contract  had  never  been  made 
public  to  the  local  lodges. 

It  was  the  last  part  of  November  I 
had  spent  time  daily  with  Dalrymple 
in  this  affair,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
would  like  to  get  Into  his  possession  a 
bundle  of  these  tickets;  also  all  the 
different  paraphernalia  in  connec- 
tion with  this  lottery,  such  as  form  let- 
ters, credentials  and  all  the  different 
papers  that  were  printed  in  connec- 
tion with  It.  He  also  wanted  a  full  list 
of  the  names  of  all  the  men  connected 
with  this  lottery,  and  I  gave  him  a 
partial  list  as  to  some  of  the  points  I 
knew.  It  was  about  this  time  that  he 
came  out  boldly  and  asked  me  If  I 
could  not  supply  this  stuff  to  him,  and 
I  told  him  that  would  be  Impossible  be- 
cause I  would  naturally  be  suspected 
If  anything  was  missing  up  there,  or 
If  I  tried  to  get  It  personally,  and  he 
said  that  If  we  could  get  Into  the  place 
we  could  take  this  stuff  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  machinists'  organiza- 
tion. I  did  not  voice  any  opinion  on 
that  point  at  all,  and  he  asked  me  if  I 
could  get  him  an  impression  of  the 
keys  leading  to  the  machinists'  office. 
I  told  him  that  possibly  I  could  and  he 
fixed  up  a  piece  of  soap  in  order  that 
I  might  use  It  to  get  an  Impression  of 
the  key.  It  was  about  the  first  of  De- 
cember, I  carried  this  Impression  for 
about  three  days,  and  I  succeeded  In 
getting  the  Impression  of  one  McGln- 
nls*  key  on  this  piece  of  soap,  and 
turned  same  over  to  Dalrymple  that  af- 
ternoon a*bout  three  o'clock  In  the 
Newell  hotel. 
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There  was  a  conversation  that  eve- 
ning in  the  Newell  hotel  that  didn't 
amount  to  very  much,  and  the  next 
day  he  supplied  me  with  a  key  and 
asked  me  to  try  it,  which  I  did,  and  I 
returned  the  key  to  him. 

Subway   Comes   In. 

It  was  about  three  or  four  days  after 
that  I  went  with  him  to  the  subway 
office,  Pittsburg  Subway  Company,  and 
there  met  Mr.  Nordman,  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Subway  Company,  and  also  Dal- 
rymple,  and  after  we  were  in  conversa- 
tion there  for  about  an  hour  Mr.  Robe- 
son, Pittsburg  manager  of  the  Burr- 
Herr  Company,  came  in.  They  re- 
mained awhile  and  the  lottery  affair 
was  discussed  at  length  .again,  and  that 
was  all  that  happened  at  that  meeting. 
The  next  day  again,  at  three  o'clock,.  I 
met  Dalrymple,  and  we  went  to  the 
Pittsburg  Subway  Company  and  he 
had  in  the  Pittsburg  Subway  vault 
1.000  of  these  lottery  tickets,  a  bundle 
of  the  different  credentials  and  form 
letters  and  envelopes  and  the  different 
pieces  of  literature  in  connection  with 
this  lottery. 

I  did  not  ask  him  where  he  got  the 
stuff,  because  I  knew  right  well  where 
he  got  it,  and  how  he  got  it.  About 
this  time  we  discussed  the  mailing 
proposition  again,  and  asking  me  if  I 
was  positively  sure  that  the  lottery 
people  were  not  mailing  any  of  these 
tickets  out.  I  told  him  I  was  pretty 
sure  they  were  not  mailing  any  tickets 
at  present  and  he  said  that  he  had  re- 
ports that  they  were  mailing  tickets 
out;  that  they  were  sending  them  out 
to  different  sections  of  the  country, 
which  showed  that  they  had  another 
operative  in  that  office  who  was  hand- 
ing them  some  reports  that  were  not 
true.  In  fact  he  as  much  stated  so. 
He  also  made  a  statement  that  he 
wanted  this  stuff  for  evidence  to  be 
given  to  the  government. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  he  told 
me  that  he  had  got  Into  the  office  the 
previous  night  and  had  searched  all 
the  desks  and  trunks,  had  gone 
through  all  the  official  papers  in  all 
the  different  desks,  including  Mr.  Ire- 
land's desk;  that  he  had  found  every- 
thing he  wanted,  but  he  could  not  find 
the  contract.  He  said  he  was  obliged 
to  produce  a  contract  or  something 
similar  to  that;  that  is  what  he  meant 
Anyhow. 


A  Bogus  Contract. 

It  was  decided  at  that  meeting  that 
we  draw  up  a  contract  of  our  own, 
after  we  had  discussed  this  affair,  and 
he  said  that  from  what  he  knew  of 
this  lottery  affair,  the  first  thing  that 
the  machinists  and  the  Leader  people 
would  do  in  the  event  of  an  arrest 
would  be  to  destroy  all  contracts,  so  it 
was  decided  that  by  drawing  this  one 
up  and  placing  it  into  Mr.  Ireland's 
desk  the  government  officials  would  be 
advised  as  to  where  this  contract  lay, 
and  that  they  would  confiscate  it.  Of 
course  it  would  be  taken  as  the  orig- 
inal contract. 

About  two  days  after  this  meeting 
between  myself  and  Dalrymple,  the 
contract  was  drawn  up  in  the  Subway 
office.  It  was  drawn  up  on  a  "Blick" 
typewriter,  after  I  had  told  them  that 
the  Blick  typewriter  was  the  machine 
most  likely  to  be  used  in  the  machin- 
ists* office.  Dalrymple  says  when  he 
went  through  the  office  that  he  noticed 
several  different  machines,  but  that  he 
did  not  take  particular  notice  as  to 
what  make  they  were.  It  was  drawn 
originally  on  a  Smith-Premier,  and 
then  it  was  copied  with  a  Blick  type- 
writer, for  fear  that  the  typewriting 
would  be  detected  on  account  of  a 
Blick  being  the  typewriter  in  the  ma- 
chinists' office.  To  aid  them  in  draw- 
ing up  this  contract  Nordman  pro- 
duced several  reports  of  some  opera- 
tive, but  I  did  not  learn  his  name,  and 
with  my  knowledge  of  this  raffie  we 
had  all  the  details  to  help  along  the 
drawing  of  this  contract. 

After  the  contract  was  drawn  up  a 
reproduction  of  it  appeared  in  the 
Oazette  Times.  It  was  taken  over  to 
the  Burr-Herr  office,  and  while  in 
there  with  Mr.  Dalrymple  he  put  the 
names — forged  the  names  on,  putting 
Mr.  Ireland's  name,  Fullerton,  Stocker 
and  William  A.  Shaw.  He  had  per- 
sonal letters  of  all  these  names  that  he 
used  to  copy  from,  and  wrote  the 
names  freehand.  He  did  not  trace 
them  or  anything. 

As  soon  as  this  contract  was  drawn 
up,  or  rather  forged,  he  called  up 
Nordman,  and  Nordman  took  the  con- 
tract over  to  the  Oazette  Times  office, 
taking  Dalrymple  with  him,  stating 
that  they  were  going  to  photograph  it. 
Also  took  a  bundle  of  letters  and  dif- 
ferent receipts.  They  had  some  re- 
ceipts there  which  did  not  go  out  in 
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the  Gazette  Times,  and  all  these  other 
form  letters  and  receipts  were  also 
photographed. 

Sleuths  Mailed  Tickets 

This  was  fuly  four  or  five  days  be- 
fore the  arrests  and  raids  on  the  office 
of  the  Machinists'  Union.  This  was 
about  two  days  before  the  mailing  of 
the  tickets  to  Wallace,  Daly  and  Schil- 
lings, whose  names  were  taken  from 
the  business  agent  and  district  reports 
of  the  International  Association  of  Ma- 
chinists. 

On  December  5th,  I  believe  it  was.  I 
went  to  New  Brighton  with  William  A. 
Mlneely,  returned  to  Pittsburg  on  the 
6th.  This  was  the  day  the  packages 
were  taken  up  and  mailed  from  Pitts- 
burg. 

The  following  morning  I  left  Mr. 
Mlneely  in  the  Pennsylvania  depot,  go- 
ing over  to  the  Burr-Herr  office.  Ar- 
riving there  about  nine  o'clock  I  met 
Mr.  Dalrymple.  From  there  I  left  for 
the  Subway  office,  accompanied  by  him. 
On  arriving  at  the  Subway  office,  he 
opened  the  vault,  took  out  the  pack- 
ages, etc.,  and  wrapped  up  three  differ- 
ent bundles,  two  bundles  containing 
200  tickets  each,  and  one  of  the  bundles 
containing  100  tickets.  The  two  200- 
ticket  bundles  were  addressed  to  one 
Wallace  of  Philadelphia,  and  Schillings 
of  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  the  100  bundle 
was  sent  to  Daly  of  Indianapolis.  We 
had  been  advised  that  these  points 
were  controlled  by  Oliver  men  of  the 
Gazette  Times.  This  information  being 
given  us  by  Nordman,  and  also  had  the 
names  of  a  man  in  Minneapolis,  Mil- 
waukee, Chicago,  New  York  City, 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  addition  to  those 
whose  names  appeared  upon  the  pack- 
age mailed.  No  tickets  were  sent  to 
these  men,  and  only  three  packages 
were  taken  up. 

While  these  packages  were  being 
done  up  Dalrymple  told  me  that  the 
Gazette  Times  had  stood  for  the  ex- 
pense of  sending  private  detectives  to 
all  these  different  points,  and  that  as 
soon  as  he  sent  out  the  packages  that 
these  dectectives  would  be  advised  as 
to  the  hour  these  packages  were 
mailed  and  their  destination,  and  that 
they  would  see  that  the  government 
seized  them,  so  that  there  could  be  no 
mistake  in  the  government  getting  hold 
of  these  packages. 


Details  of  the  Pl<w. 


A  man  named 


-,  with  whom 


I  am  acquainted  on  account  of  his  con- 
nections with  the  Burr-Herr  Company, 
was  selected  to  take  in  the  Philadel- 
phia end,  and  I  was  advised  that  he 
was  in  Philadelphia  waiting  for  instruc- 
tions at  the  time  these  packages  were 
being  done  up.  When  these  packages 
were  completed  they  contained  a  copy 
of  a  form  letter  written  on  machinists' 
stationery,  this  letter  being  written  by 
Mr.  Dalrymple,  stating  that  they  were 
forwarding  the  addressee  the  enclosed 
tickets,  and  that  in  the  event  of  his 
disposing  of  same  he  would  be  paid  a 
commission  of  20  per  cent,  and  that  he 
should  forward  all  money  to  one  Died- 
rich,  treasurer,  of  the  district,  and  went 
on  to  tell  that  an  automobile  was  being 
raffled  off,  and  it  was  made  very  plain 
so  that  the  government  would  have  no 
mistake  in  taking  it  for  the  alleged  lot- 
tery they  claimed  it  to  be.  Also  en- 
closed was  a  list  making  all  persons 
who  would  sell  tickets  for  this  affair, 
members  of  "Square  Deal  Society." 
All  of  the  contents  of  these  packages' 
were  part  of  the  plunder  of  Dalrymple's 
night  at  the  machinists'  headquarters, 
as  he  told  me  plainly,  and  after  doing 
up  these  three  packages  he  still  had  a 
large  bundle  of  stuff  in  his  possession 
which  no  doubt  at  present  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  government 

Mr.  Dalrymple  ran  off  his  form  let- 
ter which  was  enclosed  in  each  pack- 
age, on  a  Smith-Premier  typewriter, 
then  enclosed  the  contents,  including 
tickets,  form  letter  and  list,  wrapped 
up  same  and  pasted  and  tied  each  pack- 
age in  rough  wrapping  paper.  We  did 
not  address  them  in  this  office.  We 
left  there  and  went  out  to  weigh 
them  to  see  what  rate  they  would  be 
carried  first-class  postage.  They  were 
weighed  in  the  postofflce,  the  larger 
bundles  taking,  as  near  as  I  can  re- 
member, 38  cents  in  postage,  the 
smaller  bundle  taking  20  cents.  We 
went  into  the  Burr-Herr  office,  where 
he  looked  over  the  list  of  names  that 
he  had  of  union  officers,  and  he  was 
going  to  address  these  in  handwriting, 
I  believe,  but  it  was  decided  to  take 
the  machinists'  stationery  and  type- 
write the  address  on  this  stationery, 
and  pasted  it  on  the  packages.  This 
was  done,  and  also  a  return  was  pasted 
in  the  upper  left-hand  corner,  an  Oliver 
typewriter   being   used   for   this   pur- 
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pose,  which  makes  three  t}rpewrlter8 
being  used  in  this  operation. 

The  Plot  Thickens. 

We  left  the  Burr-Herr  office  about 
one  o'clock  that  day  and  about  1.30 
reached  the  comer  of  Penn  Avenue 
and  Sixth  Street,  he  being  on  the  way 
to  Allegheny  to  mail  these  packages 
in  the  Allegheny  postofflce,  but  upon 
seeing  a  large  United  States  mail  pack- 
age box  he  dropped  them  in  at  the 
corner  of  Penn  and  Sixth,  Pittsburg, 
saying  that  it  did  not  make  much  dif- 
ference where  they  were  mailed  from. 
I    remained    with    him    about    two 
hours  after  he  had  dropped  the  pack- 
ages, and  he  impressed  it  upon  me  that 
I  was  in  this  afPair  just  as  deep  as  he 
was.     Also    calling   my   attention    to 
other  reports  of  mine  that  he  held  in 
his  possession  again.    He  said  that  he 
was  going  to  get  word  at  once  to  Phila- 
delphia that   the   packages  had   been 
mailed.     Also  sent  word  as  to  whom 
the  different  packages  had  been  mailed 
to  throughout  the  country,  so  I  believe 
that  this  word   was  wired   from   the 
Burr-Herr   office,   advising   that   pack- 
ages had  been  sent  to  all  the  points 
mentioned — this    in    an    endeavor    to 
throw  the  government  off  of  anything 
crooked  in  connection  with  it,  so  the 
government  was,  I  understood  later,  on 
watch  at  these  points  for  packages  and 
the  next  morning  the  packages  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  and  this  notified  the 
government  and  the  government  con- 
fiscated the  packages.     I   understand 
Mr.  Ryan,  the  United  States  govern- 
ment officer,  delivered  this  packeage  in 
person  and  had  the  addressee  open  the 
same  in  his  presence  and  had  the  ad- 
dressee also  mark  his  initials  on  the 
package. 

Nordman  claims  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  government  officers  to 
arrest  the  addressee  in  connection  with 
this  affair  if  they  found  him  to  be  very 
much  opposed  to  the  methods  of  Mr. 
Ireland  in  Pittsburg,  and  Pittsburg 
trade  unionists  in  general,  and  that 
they  thought  they  had  better  let  him 
go  and  use  him  at  some  future  time 
in  this  tHal. 

A  Temporabt  Check. 

As  soon  as  the  package  was  confis- 
cated It  seems  that  the  United  States 
district   attorney   in   Philadelphia   re- 


fused to  act,  which  delayed  the  opera- 
tions In  the  Pittsburg  end  fully  twenty- 
four  hours.  It  seems  as  though  orders 
from  Washington  forced  him  to  act, 
which  was  followed  by  demands  for 
warrants  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
wherein  District  Attorney  Dunkle  of 
Pittsburg,  as  I  understand,  would  not 
Issue  warrants  from  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon. 

I  also  understand  that  it  was  orders 
from  Washington  that  forced  Mr. 
Dunkle  to  act  In  this  affair. 

This  afternon  about  four  o'clock  the 
first  arrests  were  made  in  the  Machin- 
ists' headquarters  and  the  Pittsburg 
Leader  office,  five  men  being  arrested. 
Including  A.  B.  Ireland,  H.  L.  Fuller- 
ton,  William  A.  Shaw,  C.  S.  Stocker 
and  C.  Latus.  The  government  offi- 
cers, upon  arresting  these  men,  also 
confiscated  all  paraphernalia  in  con- 
nection with  this  lottery,  as  they 
termed  it,  in  their  charge.  I  was  pres- 
ent during  this  search  and  noticed  that 
they  went  through  the  different  desks, 
particularly  the  one  of  A.  E.  Ireland, 
over  which  they  spent  fully  an  hour 
and  a  half,  while  as  low  as  only  ten 
minutes  was  consumed  In  going 
through  the  other  desks. 

I  also  noticed  that  they  did  not  find 
the  contract  that  was  supposed  to  be 
placed  in  Mr.  Ireland's  desk.  This  I 
attribute  to  some  mistake  on  the  part 
of  the  party  who  was  supposed  to  put 
this  contract  there. 

On  the  7th  day  of  December  I  was 
placed  on  the  payrolls  of  the  Burr-Herr 
Company  again,  Mr.  Nordman  having 
met  me  that  day  about  supper  time  at 
the  Newell  hotel,  having  asked  me  to 
go  on  the  payrolls  as  an  operative  so 
that  I  could  keep  the  government  ad- 
vised as  to  the  actions  of  the  union 
and  the  Leader  in  connection  with 
these  arrests.  I  accepted,  and  after 
seeing  Mr.  Robeson  that  day,  went  on 
the  pajrrolls  and  operated  daily  for 
thirteen  days. 

Repobted  to  Gazette  Times. 

These  reports  went  to  Mr.  Scott  of 
the  Gazette  Times,  and  Mr.  Nordman 
as  a  rule  carried  these  reports  over  to 
the  Gazette  Times  office  each  morning, 
and  also  carried  a  copy  to  Mr.  Ryan, 
who  was  at  that  time  at  the  federal 
building  in  this  city. 
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About  five  or  six  days  after  that  it 
was  decided  to  have  more  men  arrested 
In  connection  with  this  affair,  and  it 
seemed  that  there  was  another  hitch 
in  getting  Mr.  Dunkle  to  act,  so  I  was 
instructed  by  Mr.  Robeson  to  follow 
Mr.  Nordman's  Instructions  in  report- 
ing daily  in  connection  with  this  affair. 
This  particular  day  I  received  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  Nordman  to  put  in  a 
strong  report  stating  that  it  had 
reached  my  ears  in  the  union  head- 
quarters, from  Mr.  Ireland,  that  the 
union  thought  they  were  safe  so  long 
as  Mr.  Dunkle  was  handling  the  case. 
I  reported  to  the  letter,  according  to 
Mr.  Nordman's  instructions,  and  later 
on  I  was  told  that  this  report  went  to 
Mr.  Ryan,  and  that  the  same  was 
handed  to  Mr.  Dunkle  to  read,  and  that 
Mr.  Dunkle  did  not  know  whether  this 
report  came  from  United  States  secret 
service  men  or  not,  but  proceeded  to 
act  at  once  in  issuing  warrants  for  the 
additional  arrests,  including  Deidrlch, 
Barrett,  Coughman,  McGlnnls  and 
Mineely. 

It  was  then  decided  to  have  them  all 
arrested  Just  as  soon  as  their  pre- 
liminary hearing  was  over,  on  an  ad- 
ditional charge  which  would  make 
them  produce  an  additional  $10,000  bail 
at  the  regular  rate  of  $1,000  each  on  a 
charge  of  violation  of  the  interstate 
commerce  act,  but  Mr.  Ryan  did  not 
stand  by  this  proposition,  but  after  this 
preliminary  hearing  was  over,  he  com- 
bined the  two  charges  under  one  bond, 
although  this  was  not  to  the  liking  of 
either  the  Gazette  Times  or  the  Burr- 
Herr  Company  and  Nordman. 

Going  back  again  to  the  time  directly 
after  the  first  arrests,  I  received  $65  in 
cash  from  Mr.  Robeson,  manager  of  the 
Burr-Herr  Company,  and  signed  a  re- 
ceipt to  W.  S.  Scott,  managing  editor 
of  the  Gazette  Times,  for  that  amount. 
This  money  was  in  addition  to  the 
money  that  I  received  as  a  salary  for 
operating  these  thirteen  days. 

Got  Oliver's  Monet. 

After  this  operation  was  over,  the 
bookkeeper  was  making  out  the  bill 
and  asked  Mr.  Robeson  how  he  should 
enter  this  bill,  and  he  was  told  that  he 
should  enter  the  same  as  lottery  case 
for  the  Gazette  Times,  also  mentioning 
Mr.  Scott's  name  in  the  affair. 

During  the  time  between  the  first  ar- 
rests and   the   second,  Nordman  took 


personal  charge  of  writing  articles  that 
appeared  in  the  Gazette  Times.  All 
these  articles  being  written  up  in  the 
Subway  office,  I  being  present  while 
same  were  being  written  up. 

After  these  articles  appeared  in  the 
Gazette  Times  and  the  Chronicle  Tele- 
graph,  Nordman  cut  out  these  articles, 
mounting  them  in  copy  form,  for- 
warded them  to  Mr.  Ryan,  who  had 
left  Pittsburg  at  this  time,  and  went 
to  Philadelphia,  I  think.  Previous  to 
the  second  arrests  Nordman,  or  Mr. 
Robeson,  I  am  not  positive  which  one. 
told  me  to  go  over  to  see  Mr.  Scott, 
managing  editor  of  the  Gazette  Times, 
that  he  wanted  to  have  a  little  talk 
with  me,  and  I  met  him  one  afternoon 
in  his  office  in  the  Gazette  Times,  and 
he  inquired  of  me  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  possible  for  the  machinists' 
organization  and  the  Leader  men  at 
present  under  arrest  to  secure  addi- 
tional bonds  in  case  they  were  rear- 
rested, and  stated  that  he  had  news 
that  Alex.  Moore,  of  the  Pittsburg 
Leader,  who  is  at  present  on  the  bonds 
of  some  of  those  arrested,  did  not  want 
to  go  any  deeper  into  this  affair  and 
was  not  goin$  to  sign  any  more  bonds, 
should  additional  arrests  be  made.  He 
told  me  that  if  additional  arrests  were 
made  and  the  machinists  and  others 
arrested  were  unable  to  furnish  bond  it 
would  force  Alex.  Moore  to  go  on  their 
bond  again,  and  that  they  would  use 
that  in  their  news  columns. 

The  End  of  the  Stoby. 

I  told  him  that  I  thought  the  ma- 
chinists' organization  could  get  bond, 
but  I  didn't  know  where  the  other  side 
stood,  namely,  Stocker  and  Latus.  He 
also  showed  me  several  letters  that 
were  received  through  the  malls  from  ^ 
different  organizations*  members,  most 
of  which  were  unsigned,  commending 
the  Gazette  Times  upon  the  stand  it 
had  taken  in  defense  of  organized  la- 
bor in  this  city.  Some  of  these  letters 
were  published  in  the  editorial  columns 
of  the  Gazette  Times  later  on,  one 
being  from  a  steamfitter. 

He  also  said  that  all  those  arrested 
would  be  rearrested  just  as  soon  as  this 
preliminary  hearing  was  over,  on  the 
new  charge  of  violation  of  the  Inter- 
state commerce  act.  That  that  had 
been  fixed  up  with  the  parties  hand- 
ling the  case.  He  also  asked  me  If  It 
was  not  a  fact  that  A.  E.  Ireland  had 
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shipped  Coughman  out  of  town,  and  he 
also  went  further  to  state  that  he  had 
known  that  Coughman  had  mailed 
packages  during  his  term  as  bazar  sec- 
retary. I  told  them  I  did  not  know 
whether  Coughman  had  mailed  any- 
thing or  not,  as  he  had  left  town  right 
after  the  first  arrest. 

After  the  preliminary  hearing  was 
over  and  nine  men  held  over  for  the 
federal  grand  Jury,  Nordman  stated 
that  Mr.  Ryan  had  located  Coughman 
at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  having  traced  him 
from  some  point  in  Pennsylvania,  I 
believe  Harrisburg,  and  that  he  could 
lay  his  hands  upon  Coughman  any 
time  he  wanted  him. 

After  Barrett  had  been  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  violating  the  interstate  com- 
merce act.  by  carrying  tickets  to  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  I  met  Nordman  again,  and 
he  stated  that,  should  Barrett  make  a 
statement  that  would  implicate  the 
backers  of  the  Leader  party,  namely, 
Mr.  Moore,  he  would  see  that  Barrett 
was  given  complete  immunity,  and  that 
no  prosecution  would  be  brought 
against  him.  He  picked  Barrett  be- 
cause Barrett  had  made  a  statement 
and  was  most  liable  to  be  found  guilty 
of  the  charge. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me. 

John  D.  Evans, 
(Seal)  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  January  10, 
1909. 


EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  Aa-A 
LARGE,  JUICY  LEMON. 

[Public — No.  100.] 
[H.  R.  20310.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  liability  of 
common  carriers  by  railroads  to  their 
employes  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bledy  That  every  common  carrier  by 
railroad  while  engaging  in  commerce 
between  any  of  the  several  States  or 
Territories,  or  between  any  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  or  between  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  any  of  the 


States  and  Territories,  or  between  the 
District  of  Columbia  or  any  of  the 
States  or  Territories  and  any  foreign 
nation  or  nations,  shall  be  liable  in 
damages  to  any  person  suffering  injury 
while  he  is  employed  by  such  carrier 
in  such  commerce,  or,  in  case  of  the 
death  of  such  employe,  to  his  or  her 
persona]  representative,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  surviving  widow  or  husband 
and  children  of  such  employe;  and,  it 
none,  then  of  such  employe's  parents; 
and,  if  none,  then  of  the  next  of  kin 
dependent  upon  such  employe,  for  such 
injury  or  death  resulting  in  whole  or 
in  part  from  the  negligence  of  any  of 
the  officers,  agents,  or  employes  of  such 
carrier,  or  by  reason  of  any  defect  or 
insufficiency,  due  to  its  negligence,  in 
its  cars,  engines,  appliances,  mach- 
inery, track,  roadbed,  works,  boats, 
wharves,  or  other  equipment. 

Sec.  2.  That  every  common  carrier 
by  railroad  in  the  Territories,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  the  Panama  Canal 
Zone,  or  other  possessions  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  liable  in  dam- 
ages to  any  person  suffering  injury 
while  he  is  employed  by  such  carrier 
in  any  of  said  Jurisdictions,  or,  in  case 
of  the  death  of  such  employe,  to  his  or 
her  personal  representative,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  surviving  widow  or  hus- 
band and  children  of  such  employe; 
and,  if  none,  then  of  such  employe's 
parents;  and,  if  none,  then  of  the  next 
of  kin  dependent  upon  such  employe, 
for  such  injury  or  death  resulting  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  the  negligence 
of  any  of  the  officers,  agents,  or  em- 
ployes of  such  carrier,  or  by  reason  of 
any  defect  or  insufficiency,  due  to  its 
negligence,  in  its  cars,  engines,  appli- 
ances, machinery,  track,  roadbed, 
works,  boats,  wharves,  or  other  equip- 
ment. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  all  actions  hereafter 
brought  against  any  such  common  car- 
rier by  railroad  under  or  by  virtue  of 
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any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  to 
recover  damages  for  personal  injuries 
to  an  employe,  or  where  such  injuries 
have  resulted  in  his  death,  the  fact 
that  the  employe  may  have  been  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence  shall  not 
bar  a  recovery,  but  the  damages  shall 
be  diminished  by  the  jury  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  negligence  at- 
tributable to  such  employe:  Provided, 
That  no  such  employe  who  may  be  in- 
jured or  killed  shall  be  held  to  have 
been  guilty  of  contributory  negligence 
in  any  case  where  the  violation  by 
such  common  carrier  of  any  statute 
enacted  for  the  safety  of  employes  con- 
tributed to  the  injury  or  death  of  such 
employe. 

Sec.  4.  That  in  any  action  brought 
against  any  common  carrier  under  or 
by  virtue  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  to  recover  damages  or  injuries 
to,  or  the  death  of,  any  of  its  em- 
ployes, such  employe  shall  not  be  held 
to  have  assumed  the  risks  of  his  em- 
ployment in  any  case  where  the  viola- 
tion by  such  common  carrier  of  any 
statute  enacted  for  the  safety  of  em- 
ployes contributed  to  the  injury  or 
death  of  such  employe. 

Sec.  5.  That  any  contract,  rule, 
regulation,  or  device  whatsover,  the 
purpose  or  intent  of  which  shall  be  to 
enable  any  common  carrier  to  exempt 
itself  from  any  liability  created  by  this 
Act,  shall  to  that  extent  be  void: 
Provided,  That  in  any  action  brought 
against  any  such  common  carrier 
under  or  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,  such  common  car- 
rier may  set  off  therein  any  sum  it  has 
contributed  or  paid  to  any  insurance, 
relief  benefit,  or  indemnity  that  may 
have  been  paid  to  the  injured  employe 
or  the  person  entitled  thereto  on  ac- 
count of  the  injury  or  death  for  which 
said  action  was  brought. 

Sec.  6.    That  no  action  shall  be  main- 
tained   under    this    Act    unless    com- 


menced within  two  years  from  the  day 
the  cause  of  action  accrued. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  term  "common  car- 
rier" as  used  in  this  Act  shall  include 
the  receiver  or  receivers  or  other  per- 
sons or  corporations  charged  with  the 
duty  of  the  management  and  operation 
of  the  business  of  a  common  carrier. 

Sec.  8.  That  nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  be  held  to  limit  the  duty  or  lia- 
bility of  common  carriers  or  to  impair 
the  rights  of  their  employes  under  any 
other  Act  or  Acts  of  Congress,  or  to 
affect  the  prosecution  of  any  pending 
proceedings  or  right  of  action  under 
the  Act  of  Congress  entitled  ''An  Act 
relating  to  liability  of  common  car- 
riers in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
Territories,  and  to  common  carriers 
engaged  in  commerce  between  the 
States  and  between  the  States  and  for- 
eign nations  to  their  employes,"  ap- 
proved June  eleventh,  nineteen  hun- 
dred and  six. 

Approved,  April  22,  1908. 


Tne  reader,  analyzing  this  act,  can 
judge  as  to  its  merits.  It  occurs  to  the 
JouBNAL,  however,  that  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  piece  of  legal  makeshift 
whose  practical  eftect,  instead  of  prov- 
ing a  genuine  benefit  to  the  employes 
whose  lives  and  limbs  are  being  un- 
necessarily sacrificed  by  the  tens  of' 
thousands  every  year  in  their  efforts  to 
operate  the  trains  of  the  railroads  en- 
gaged in  moving  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  will  result  in  imposing  a 
burden  upon  them  much  heavier  than 
they  have  had  to  bear  heretofore. 

The  clause  which  neutralizes  any 
salutary  effect,  according  to  our  opin- 
ion, that  the  measure  in  question 
would  otherwise  have,  is  that  provision 
which  has  been  injected  into  the  fifth 
section.  It  is  obvious  that  the  ingraft- 
ing of  this  "provided"  in  the  sUtute 
is  the  sole  work  of  the  railroads  and 
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that  it  was  added  to  the  measure  in  its 
last  stage  after  the  "hearings"  on  the 
original  bill  had  been  closed  to  the 
representatives  of  the  railway  em- 
ployes, and  Just  before  it  went  to  en- 
grossment; for  it  is  a  self-evident 
proposition  that  no  hona-flde  represen- 
tative of  the  the  railway  employes'  or- 
ganizations would  have  acquiesced  in 
such  a  provision.  The  result  of  this 
proviso — ^we  apprehend — will  be  a 
move  in  the  near  future  by  the  rail- 
roads in  which  they  will  require  each 
railway  employe — especially  those  en- 
gaged in  train  operation  such  as  brake- 
men,  switchmen  and  conductors — ^to 
sign  a  contract  in  which  a  certain 
amount  of  their  monthly  wages  are  to 
be  withheld  in  payment  of  insurance 
for  indemnity  against  "accident."  In 
fact  we  have  already  been  reliably  in- 
formed that  the  J.  J.  Hill  lines  have 
made  a  canvass  amongst  their  em- 
ployes to  ascertain  the  amount  of  in- 
surance each  one  carries  and  in  what 
companies  or  fraternal  societies  the 
one  approached  is  insured.  Those  em- 
ployes who  have  been  thus  questioned, 
and  from  whom  we  have  received  such 
information,  seem  to  be  very  mueh 
puzzled  over  this  recent  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  railroads,  as  they  do 
not  yet  anticipate  what  use  they  can 
make  of  such  information.  It  is  the 
Journal's  opinion  that  the  perplexity 
of  these  employes  will  soon  be  dis- 
pelled, and  that  will  be  when  they  are 
presented  with  a  contract  for  their  sig- 
natures which  will  contain  a  clause 
specifying  that  a  certain  amount  of 
their  wages  is  to  be  retained  for  pay- 
ment on  an  insurance  policy  against 
accident.  The  railroaders  are  expert 
mathematicians  and  close  computers, 
and  it  cannot  be  well  doubted  that  the 
amount  of  wages  thus  retained  will  be 
sufficient  to  completely  offset  all  pos- 
sible indemnities  for  accidents  to  their 
employes  and  leave  a  balance  in  favor 
of  the  railroads.    The  Joubnal  believes 


this  act  will  have  a  very  deterrent 
effect  against  railroad  brotherhoods; 
because  now  every  road  will  introduce 
relief  associations,  making  it  compul- 
sory on  the  employes  to  join.  Many 
in  that  event  will  be  forced  to  drop 
their  membership,  because  they  can't 
carry  any  further  burden.  The  pro- 
spective member  cannot  be  appealed  to 
to  join  the  brotherhood  on  account  of 
the  beneficiary  feature,  because  he  is 
already  protected  by  the  company's  re- 
lief association.  We  will  watch  the  re- 
sult of  the  Ehnployers'  Liability  Act. 


THE  riEXIBLE  COUPLER  AS  AN 
ECONOMIC  DEVICE. 

There  now  seems  to  be  an  inevitable 
drift,  by  the  railroads,  towards  the 
flexible  head  coupler  as  the  only  prac- 
tical way  of  terminating  the  destruc- 
tive tendency  of  the  design  of  coupler 
in  general  use. 

In  the  Railway  Age  of  April  24th  an 
article  appears  under  caption  of  "Draft 
Gear  and  Friction  Bufters,"  which  is  a 
review  by  that  journal  of  a  paper  read 
by  R.  P.  C.  Sanderson  before  the  New 
York  Railway  Club  and  which,  as  the 
Age  observes,  "is  logically  considered 
under  the  following  heads:  the  coup- 
ler, the  coupling  attachment,  the  at- 
tachment to  the  car  frame  and  the 
buffers." 

From  the  trend  of  the  article  in  ques- 
tion it  seems  that  the  result  of  using 
the  rigid  coupler  on  steel  cars  has  so 
aggravated  the  disastrous  conditions  of 
service  that  a  change  securing  greater 
flexibility  is  now  imperative.  This 
change  can  be  brought  about  only  by 
the  substitution  of  the  hinged  or 
swivel  head  coupler.  Referring  to 
Mr.  Sanderson  the  writer  states: 

"He  believes  that  the  excessive  buf- 
flng  shocks  to  which  heavily  loaded 
steel  cars  are  subjected  warrant  some 
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protection  to  the  coupler  head  in  the 
way  of  a  special  buffer  block.  The 
coupler  head  is  not  well  designed  to 
stand  these  buffing  shocks,  especially 
when  they  are  delivered  on  curves, 
and  it  is  impracticable  to  make  the 
head  strong  enough  to  stand  repeated 
battering  without  being  crushed  or  in- 
jured between  the  coupling  face  and 
horn  or  in  the  neck.** 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  most 
vulnerable  point,  in  rounding  a  curve, 
is  "in  the  neck"  of  the  coupler.  If  the 
head  of  the  coupler  was  made  to  swivel 
on  the  end  of  the  shank,  especially  in 
the  case  of  steel  cars,  the  trouble  re- 
ferred to  above  would  be  entirely 
avoided.  The  next  paragraph  that  is 
worthy  ^f  note — the  one  which  epito- 
mizes the  whole  situation — reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"In  the  coupler  butt  there  is  still 
room  for  much  improvement,  as  the 
usual  method  of  riveting  the  yoke  is 
entirely  insufficient  for  heavy  service 
and  drop  tests  show  that  the  rivets 
shear  long  before  the  ultimate  strength 
of  other  parts  of  a  well-constructed 
draft-gear  are  reached.  The  necessity 
for  greater  lateral  movement  on  the 
coupler  head  renders  the  triple  rivet- 
ing of  tiie  yoke  to  the  coupler  an  un- 
suitable method  of  securing  greater  re- 
sistence,  as  it  only  contributes  greater 
rigidity  at  a  point  where  greater  flexi- 
bility is  desirable.  Mr.  Sanderson 
recommends  some  change  in  the 
method  of  attaching  the  yoke  to  the 
coupler,  and  although  the  coupler  com- 
mittee of  the  Master  Car  Builders*  As- 
sociation has  been  considering  this  for 
several  years,  a  good  hinged  attach- 
ment has  not  yet  been  recommended 
for  adoption." 

Regarding  the  **triple  riveting  of 
the  yoke"*  to  the  coupler  shank  it  has 
been  demonstrated,  by  long  experience, 
that  the  present  dimensions  of  the 
yoke,  together  with  this  method  of  at- 
taching them  to  the  coupler  shank 
have  been  found  amply  strong  for  any 
pulling  strain  to  which  they  may  be 
subjected,    even    in    a    train    of    75 


cars.  It  thus  follows  that  so  long  as 
only  the  pulling  strain  includes  the 
measure  of  service — or  punishment — 
to  which  the  yoke,  as  thus  attached,  is 
subjected,  it  is  possessed  of  the  full 
measure  of  requisite  strength  and 
durability.  At  this  point  the  question 
naturally  arises:  Is  it  possible,  then, 
to  circumscribe  the  yoke  and  coupler 
shank — thus  riveted  together — to  only 
the  pulling  strain?  We.  answer,  most 
emphatically,  that  it  is.  Mr.  Sander- 
son need  only  repeat  his  experience, 
as  he  gave  it  at  the  last  Master  Car 
Builders'  convention,  by  pulling  two 
heavily-loaded  steel  cars  around  a 
curve  having  only  a  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  radius  with  the  yoke  and  shank 
thus  riveted  together,  only  let  the 
coupler  be  of  a  design  in  which  the 
coupler  head  swivels  on  the  forward 
end  of  the  shank.  In  such  event,  in- 
stead of  seeing  the  coupler  head 
wrenched  off,  as  he  testified  to  once  be- 
fore, he  will  find  that  the  shank  will 
not  register  three  hundred  pounds 
lateral  pressure  against  the  draft  tim- 
bers even  though  the  cars  are  drawn 
at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  an  hour  in- 
stead of  four  miles  an  hour,  according 
to  the  rate  the  cars,  in  the  first  experi- 
ment, were  g6in& 

The  readers  of  the  Journal  are 
doubtless  familiar  with  the  fight  we 
have  been  making  for  the  past  eigh- 
teen months  for  a  government  test  of 
the  several  designs  in  use,  or  which 
may  be  offered  for  use,  in  which  the 
results  of  the  rigid  coupler  will  be 
shown  to  be  wanting  in  one  great  es- 
sential, that  is  in  its  failure  to  couple 
on  the  numerous  curves  which  the 
freight  yards  of  our  large  cities  abound 
in;  that  the  law  which  would  invest 
the  commission  with  the  power  to 
make  a  test  of  all  designs  of  couplers 
which  the  railroads  had  in  use  or  pro- 
posed to  use,  should  also  invest  the 
commission  with  the  power  and  duty 
to  condemn  all  couplers  which  failed 
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to  stand  the  test  thus  prescribed,  and 
impose  a  penalty  in  case  of  a  railroad's 
continuing  the  use  of  all  designs  of 
couplers  contrary  to  the  provisions  of 
the  law.  Along  with  its  advocacy  of 
this  measure  the  Journal  has  con- 
tended, and  shown  by  the  Master  Car 
Builders'  own  review  of  '^coupler  de- 
fects" that  a  measure  thus  framed  and 
enacted  into  law  would  be  not  a  detri- 
ment, but  a  great  benefit  to  the  rail- 
roads from  an  economic  standpoint 
The  article  here  reviewed  is  but  an- 
other contribution  to  the  volume  of  tes- 
timony which  has  been  accumulating 
against  the  **riffid  coupler"  for  the  past 
six  or  eight  years.  As  the  requirements 
of  service  increase  the  inherent  limita- 
tions of  such  a  design  become  more 
pronounced.  If  the  question  arises  the 
railroads  might  proceed,  voluntarily, 
to  adopt  a  flexible  head  coupler  (the 
design  that  would  stand  the  test  out- 
lined in  the  pending  measure)  the  an- 
swer is  readily  found  in  Secretary 
Moseley's  own  admissions  before  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  at  the  "hear- 
ings" given  on  March  19lh,  on  Bill 
13477  and  other  safety  appliance  meas- 
ures. This  admission  was  to  the  effect 
that  there  was  no  way  by  which  a  rul- 
ing of  the  Master  Car  Builders'  Asso- 
ciation, the  body  of  railway  function- 
aries which  has  the  determining  or 
ruling  of  these  questions  in  hand,  could 
be  enforced  upon  all  common  carriers 
engaged  in  railway  traffic.  Such  has 
been  the  record  of  the  past  and  such 
will  be  the  course  in  the  future.  The 
initiative  has  been  taken  already  by  in- 
corporating in  the  Civil  Service  Appro- 
priation Bill,  which  recently  passed 
Congress,  a  "section"  which  provides 
for  certain  tests,  experimentally,  of  any 
or  all  appliances  and  systems  Intended 
to  promote  the  safety  of  railway  opera- 
tion which  may  be  furnished  in  com- 
pleted shape  to  such  commission  entire- 
ly free  of  cost  to  the  Government  for 
euch  investigation  and  test.     It  is  to 


be  hoped  that  the  results  of  the  inves- 
tigations and  tests  which  will  be  made 
under  the  provisions  of  this  measure 
or  enactment,  will  have  the  effect  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  elimination — 
under,  the  flat  of  law — of  those  murder- 
ous designs  of  coupling  devices  whose 
victims  now  run  up  into  the  thousands 
every  year. 


IMPORTANT  DECISION-SAFETY 
APPLIANCE  LAW  UPHELD. 

In  a  lengthy  opinion  delivered  by 
Justice  Moody,  wherein  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  A  Southern  Railway 
Company  appealed  from  a  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, the  validity  of  the  Safety  Ap- 
pliance Law  is  flrmly  established. 

We  have  not  space  to  publish  the 
opinion  in  full,  but  will  satisfy  our- 
selves with  the  most  salient  points. 

May  Taylor,  the  widow  of  a  brake- 
man  who  was  killed  while  coupling 
two  cars,  a  Jenny  and  a  Jack,  brought 
suit  for  damages.  This  was  before  the 
law  requiring  automatic  couplers  be- 
came effective.  However,  Congress  had 
empowered  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  to  prescribe  a  standard 
height  for  drawbars  on  cars  engaged 
in  Interstate  Commerce.  The  railroad 
company  in  question  assailed  this  law. 
Judge  Moody  says  in  part. 

"If  the  railroad  does,  in  point  of  fact, 
use  cars  which  do  not  comply  with  the 
standard,  it  violates  the  plain  prohibi- 
tions of  the  law,  and  there  arises  from 
that  violation  the  liability  to  make 
compensation  to  one  who  is  injured  by 
it." 

The  effect  of  this  decision  imposes 
upon  the  carriers  the  absolute  duty  to 
at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances keep  their  equipment  in  the 
condition  prescribed  by  law.  The  de- 
cision of  the  Arkansas  court  was  re- 
versed on  account  of  error. 
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The  closing  paragraph  of  the  opin- 
ion marks  a  new  departure,  wherein 
Justice  Moody  discusses  the  question 
of  hardship  in  the  application  of  the 
law.  Heretofore  it  has  been  altogether 
the  fashion  to  construe  laws  of  this 
character  in  the  interest  of  property 
rights  and  without  any  regard  for  the 
hardship  entailed  upon  the  injured  em- 
ployes and  their  families.  Here  are 
the  justice's  words: 

"If  the  railroad  does,  in  point  of  fact, 
use  cars  which  do  not  comply  with  the 
standard,  it  violates  the  plain  prohi- 
bitions of  the  law,  and  there  arises 
from  that  violation  the  liability  to 
make  compensation  to  one  who  is  in- 
jured by  it  It  is  urged  that  this  is  a 
harsh  construction.  To  this  we  reply 
that,  if  it  be  the  true  construction,  its 
harshness  is  no  concern  of  the  courts. 
They  have  no  responsibility  for  the  jus- 
tice or  wisdom  of  legislation,  and  no 
duty  except  to  enforce  the  law  as  it  is 
written,  unless  it  is  clearly  beyond  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  lawmaking 
body.  It  is  said  that  the  liability 
under  the  statute,  as  thus  construed, 
imposes  so  great  a  hardship  upon  the 
railroads  that  it  ought  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  Congress  intended  it  Cer- 
tainly the  statute  ought  not  to  be  given 
an  absurd  or  utterly  unreasonable  in- 
terpretation leading  to  hardship  and 
injustice,  if  any  other  interpretation 
is  reasonably  possible.  But  this  argu- 
ment is  a  dangerous  one,  and  never 
should  be  heeded  where  the  hardship 
would  be  occasional  and  exceptional. 
It  would  be  better,  it  was  once  said 
by  Lord  Eldon,  to  look  hardship  in  the 
face  rather  than  break  down  the  rules 
of  law.  But  when  applied  to  the  case 
at  bar  the  argument  of  hardship  is 
plausible  only  when  the  attention  is 
directed  to  the  material  interest  of  the 
employer  to  the  exclusion  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  employe  and  of  the  public. 
Where  an  injury  happens  through  the 
absence  of  a  safe  drawbar  there  must 
be  hardship.  Such  an  injury  must  be 
an  irreparable  misfortune  to  some  one. 
If  it  must  be  borne  entirely  by  him 
who  suffers  it,  that  is  a  hardship  to 
him.  If  its  burden  is  transferred,  as 
far  as  it  is  capable  of  transfer,  to  the 
employer,  it  is  a  hardship  to  him.  It 
is  quite  conceivable  that  Congress,  con- 
templating the  inevitable  hardship  of 


such  Injuries,  and  hoping  to  diminish 
the  economic  loss  to  the  community  re- 
sulting from  them,  should  deem  it  wise 
to  impose  upon  those  who  could  meas- 
urably control  their  causes,  instead  of 
upon  those  who  are  in  the  main  help- 
less in  that  regard.  Such  a  policy 
would  be  intelligible,  and,  to  say  the 
least,  not  so  unreasonable  as  to  require 
us  to  doubt  that  it  was  intended,  and 
to  seek  some  unnatural  interpretation 
of  common  words. 


DEBS  AND  HANrORD. 

Eugene  V.  Debs  of  Terra  Haute, 
Ind.,  and  Ben  Hanford  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
T.,  have  been  chosen  candidates  to 
head  the  Socialist  ticket  this  fall,  for 
president  and  vice-president,  respect- 
ively. 

You  all  know  Debs,  our  'Gene,  the 
hero  of  a  thousand  battles,  and  whose 
whole  life  has  been  consecrated  to  the 
uplifting  of  suffering  humanity.  We 
can  not  more  fitly  describe  him  than 
to  use  cne  language  of  E.  N.  Richard- 
son in  introducing  Debs  to  the  citizens 
of  Girard,  Kans.,  when  they  gathered 
to  honor  the  man  who  had  received  the 
nomination  for  the  presidency  on  the 
Socialist  ticket: 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen — ^My  Friends 
and  My  Comrades: — Here  is  a  man 
whom  you  all  know — many  of  you  may 
not  yet  agree  with  him  in  his  political 
beliefs;  many  of  you  will  not  vote  for 
him,  but  you  all  love  him — you  love 
him  because  you  can't  help  yourself; 
you  love  him  because  he  is  the  most 
lovable  man  America  has  ever  pro- 
duced; you  love  him  because  he  has  a 
heart  in  him  as  big  as  a  mountain,  a 
heart  so  big  that  it  holds  such  bound- 
less love  for  all  humanity  that  there  is 
no  room  for  hatred  of  any  man,  woman 
or  child  in  all  the  world." 

Could  any  man  have  greater  tribute 
paid  him? 

Could  any  wish  for  greater  honor? 
These  true,  sincere  and  kind  words, 
together  with  the  extremely  cordial  re- 
ception he  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
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citizens  of  Glrard,  \o  most  of  wliom  he 
was  a  oomparatiTe  stranger,  paid  Debs 
a  thousand  fold  for  the  many  weary 
days  he  spent  in  Woodstock  Jail. 

Debs  has  don«  more  than  any  one 
living  mortal  to  advance  the  cause  of 
organized  labor.  For  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fray  and  at  no  time  or  place  did  he 
ever  falter  for  one  moment  in  his  duty 
as  he  saw  it.  It  was  Debs,  more  than 
Sargent,  Hannahan  or  any  other  man 
connected  with  the  Locomotive  Fire- 
men, that  made  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Firemen  and  Enginemen 
what  it  is  today.  It  was  Debs  who  or- 
ganized the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad 
Brakemen,  now  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad  Trainmen.  And,  Mr.  Switch- 
man, do  you  know  that  Debs  lent  all 
his  aid  and  energy  in  orgamizing  the 
Switchmen's  Mutual  Aid  Association? 
This  being  true,  don't  you  think  he  is 
a  very  neer  relation  of  ours? 

Don't  you,  yes,  all  union  men,  feel 
as  though  we  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  man  who  was  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  fight  for  our  cause? 

We  hear  you  say  yes,  a  thousand 
times,  yes! 

Ben  Hanford,  the  running  mate  of 
our  incomparable  'Gene,  is  a  life-long 
union  man,  and  at  this  very  moment 
carries  a  paid-up  card  in  Typograph- 
ical Union  ("Big  Six")  in  New  York 
City. 

President  Gompers  and  executive 
officers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  tell  us  to  vote  for  our  "friends." 
The  history  of  the  Republican  party 
and  the  Democratic  party  proves  they 
are  both  inimical  to  the  interests  of 
organized  labor. 

What,  then,  are  we  to  understand  by 
Mr.  Gompers'  advice? 

Are  we  to  understand  that  we  must 
go  to  the  camps  of  our  enemies  seek- 
ing friends? 


Certainly  we  are  not  such  a  silly  lot 
of  asses. 

Here  we  have  Debs  and  Hanford, 
two  bona  fide  union  men,  who  have 
struggled  with  us  all  their  lives,  men 
who  have  lain  in  the  trenches  with 
us;  men  who  were  always  first  to  an- 
swer the  bugle  call  to  arms  when  our 
rights  were  assailed,  and  above  all, 
men  whom  ail  the  gold  of  the  Rocke- 
fellers, Morgans  and  Vandexl>ilt8  could 
not  buy. 

Now,  then,  Mr.  Switchman,  what  are 
you  going  to  do  next  November?  Are 
you  going  to  the  polls  dressed  from 
head  to  foot  in  union^made  clothing 
with  a  SCAB  ballot  in  your  hand  for 
Injunction  Bill  lafl? 

Or  are  you  going  to  cast  a  UNION 
ballot  for  UNION  men? 

Remember  this,  you  have  been  get- 
ting exactly  what  you  voted  for,  al- 
though you  didn't  want  it. 

Vote  for  what  you  want,  and  if  you 
don't  get  it,  keep  voting  until  you  do 
get  it,  and  you  will  never  throw  your 
vote  away. 

The  only  time  you  tnrow  your  vote 
away  is  when  you  vote  for  something 
you  don't  want. 

A  vote  for  Justice  and  Liberty  is 
never  thrown  away. 


DETROIT   LADIES   ENTERTAIN. 

The  Ladies*  Auxiliary  to  the  Switch- 
men's Union  recently  tendered  their 
first  annual  ball  in  Willett's  hall,  and 
a  very  pleasant  time  was  enjoyed  by 
all.  The  ladies  worked  hard  to  make 
it  a  complete  success,  and  were  not  dis- 
appointed in  their  efforts.  The  excel- 
lent music  was  rendered  by  Finzel's  or- 
chestra personally,  it  being  their  first 
appearance  in  Willett's  hall.  The  la- 
dies are  so  well  satisfied  with  this, 
their  first  attempt,  that  they  will  give  a 
regular  "hummer"  about  Thanksgiving 
week.     Sorry  some  missed  an  invita- 
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tion  on  this  occasion,  but  the  commit- 
tee will  reach  all  next  time.  The  com- 
mittee wishes  to  express  thanks  to  Bro. 
Stubbs,  who  so  ably  managed  the 
check-room;  Bros.  Padgett  and  Hewett, 
as  floor  managers;  Bros.  John  Moroney 
and  James  Finney,  as  the  bunting 
blocks  at  the  door;  Bro.  Joe  Rumney, 
as  social  leader. 


VIEWS  or  JANE  ADDAMS. 

In  a  popular  magazine  of  recent 
date  is  found  Jane  Addams'  reasons 
why  women  should  be  granted  uni- 
versal suffrage. 

"If,  both  for  their  own  sakes  and 
for  the  good  of  the  republic,  women 
of  property  and  women  of  education 
should  be  enfranchised,  far  more  is 
the  power  of  the  ballot  needed  by  the 
working  woman,  whose  stake  in  the 
country  is  represented  by  her  life,  her 
health,  her  virtue,  and  the  safety  and 
happiness  of  her  children.  Working 
women  need  the  ballot  because  they 
must  possess  some  control  over  the  con- 
ditions of  their  lives  and  those  of  their 
children,  and  in  this  twentieth  century 
world  the  ballot  box  offers  the  only 
channel  through  which  they  can  give 
expression  to  such  legitimate  control." 


THE  MINISTERS  EMBRACE 
SOCIALISM. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Ministers'  Socialist  Conference  is  con- 
sidering plans  for  the  organization  of 
an  international  body  of  professional 
men  who  believe  in  Socialism.  The 
details  of  the  plans  were  formally 
adopted  at  the  conference  in  New  York 
City  on  May  28th.  It  is  proposed  to 
have  a  mass-meeting  in  June,  to  which 
will  be  invited  the  professional  classes 
— physicians,  lawyers,  teachers,  au- 
thors and  clergymen — it  being  known 
that  large  numbers  of  educated  people 


are  in  sympathy  with  the  movement. 
We  must  all  acknowledge  that  there 
are  great  evils  under  our  present  so- 
cial and  industrial  system,  although  we 
may  not  believe  in  the  Socialistic 
method  of  remedy,  and  any  movement 
that  has  for  its  aim  the  study  of  some 
method  for  their  obliteration  is  worthy 
of  serious  thought  and  it  is  a  good  in- 
dication in  having  our  clergymen  turn 
their  thoughts  and  work  from  purely 
spiritual  affairs  to  those  that  better 
prepare  the  human  soul  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  by  beings  surrounded 
by  environments  that  make  for  good 
character  and  happiness. — Ocrment 
Workers'  Weekly  Bulletin. 


DIVINE  RIGHT  BAER'S  TYPE  Of 

UNIONMAN. 

A  monument  in  memory  of  the  late 
Senator  Hanna  was  recently  unveiled 
at  Cleveland.  One  of  the  principal 
speakers  was  Warren  S.  Stone,  Grand 
Chief  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomo- 
tive Engineers,  who  praised  the  late 
Senator  for  his  work  in  the  Civic  Fed- 
eration and  in  establishing  the  prin 
ciples  of  opposition  to  the  boycott  and 
the  sympathetic  strike.  The  speaker 
said  Senator  Hanna  was  responsible 
"for  much  of  the  industrial  peace  we 
now  enjoy." 

It's  a  thousand  to  one  that  this  gen- 
tleman will  be  making  campaign 
speeches  for  "Injunction  Bill"  in  the 
very  near  future. 

Any  member  of  the  B.  of  L.  E.  who 
reads  this  must  admit  his  chief  is 
possessed  of  an  "iron  gall"  when  he 
sacreligiously  calls  himself  a  union 
man. 


A  JOINT  PICNIC. 

The  lodges  in  and  around  Cincinnati, 
namely.  Nos.  26,  113,  123  and  214,  will 
give  a  joint  picnic  at  Chester  Park, 
July  11,  1908.    • 

Everybody  is  cordially  invited  and  a 
general  good  time  is  assured. 
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Letter  from  first  Vke-President 
Heberiing. 

Denteb,  Colo.,  May  15,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Conditions  in  the  West  are  making 
very  little  improvement  in  business  on 
the  railroads.  There  is  no  work  for 
the  idle  men  seeking  a  job.  I  find  at 
some  points  in  my  travels  petty 
of&cials  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
present  conditions  to  practice  their 
mean  little  tyrannies  over  the  men.  It 
seems  to  be  the  studied  purpose  of 
some  of  these  corporate  sycophants  to 
make  life  as  miserable  and  as  disagree- 
able as  possible  for  old,  faithful  em- 
ployes. This  action  of  these  narrow- 
minded  vampires,  dressed  in  a  little 
brief  authority,  shows  their  gross  in- 
competency and  in  the  end  will  cause 
labor  to  solidly  unite  to  shake  from 
their  backs  these  blood-sucking  vam- 
pires. Some  of  these  men  have  proven 
themselves  spineless  ingrates  to  the 
very  men  who  had  ability  and  did  the 
work  of  two  men  to  keep  the  ingrate 
in  a  position.  The  switchmen  will  re- 
member their  friends  and  the  dishon- 
est and  incompetent  will  sooner  or 
later  drop  to  the  bottom.  These  things 
will  be  a  good  object  lesson  if  the 
switchmen  will  profit  by  them  and 
solidly  unite  their  forces  so  that  you 
can  muzzle  the  wolf  when  he  shows 
his  fangs. 

Organization  Is  the  only  protection 
labor  has  against  the  injustice  prac- 
ticed by  those  would-be  slave  drivers. 
Let  all  wage-workers  unite  their  forces 
and  then  the  great  giant  labor  will  re- 
ceive justice  and  the  little  parasites 
I  have  mentioned  in  this  article  will  be 
shaken  off  and  be  in  their  proper  ele- 
ment in  the  dust  and  dirt  at  the  glant> 
feet. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Hebeblino. 


MITCHELL  CONSIDERED. 

John  Mitchell  is  being  groomed  for 
governor  of  Illinois  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  Other  forces  are  at  work  urg- 
ing his  acceptance  of  the  vice-presi- 
dency on  a  ticket  with  Bryan.  It  Is 
claimed  the  latter  favors  this  plan. 


Letter  From  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent Connors. 

Org M^zc  On  the  PoSticiH  rMd 

Chicago,  111.,  May,  1908. 
Editor  Switchhen's  Journal: 

Things  in  the  industrial  world  are 
drifting  from  bad  to  worse.    In  the  last 
few  weeks  the  coal  pirates  have  closed 
down  the  mines,  forcing  thousands  of 
miners  and  others  out  of  employment 
without  a  dollar,  with  starvation  star- 
ing them  in  the  face,  and  if  you  should 
ask  Taft  what  they  are  going  to  do,  he 
would  answer,  "God  knows."     A  few 
months    ago    when    the    Wall    Street 
pirates  were  in  distress,  the  president 
opened   up   the   doors   of   the   United 
States  treasury  and  told  them  to  help 
themselves,  and  at  this  time  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  he  is  the  president  of  all 
the  people  he  could   throw  open  the 
mines  and  give  the  miners  an  oppor- 
tunity to  earn  a  living  for  themselves 
and  families,  but,  no  doubt,  the  presi- 
dent and  the  great  Republican  party 
do    not    consider    the    laboring    man 
worth    while.      But    let   us    hope    the 
scales  have  fallen  from  the  eyes  of  the 
bread-winners.     The   full   dinner   pall 
has  become  a  phantom,  a  myth.    The 
prosperity  howlers  have  been  silenced; 
a  tornado  has  swept  through  the  finan- 
cial forest  of  the  country,  brought  on 
by  the  anarchists  of  Wall  Street  for 
the     purpose     of     destroying     trades 
unions.    They  told  us  It  was  only  a  lit- 
tle squall.    The  trust-owned  press  said 
it  would  soon  be  over.     The  bankers 
asked  the  people  not  to  lose  confidence. 
The  wily  politician  prophesied  an  im- 
mediate return  of   industrial    activity. 
But  instead  we  find  today  that  the  fac- 
tories  and    workshops   are   closed   or 
operated  with  a  reduced  force.    It  is  es- 
timated that  nearly  two  million  men 
and  women  are  at  present  out  of  work. 
Three  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand 
of  these  are  railroad  men.    It  Is  known 
•that  whole  families  are  forced  to  beg 
and  to  eat  at  charity  soup  houses,  and 
to  sleep  on  the  stone  floors  of  the  police 
stations.    Others  are  driven  to  suicide 
because  of  hunger  and  exposure.    Why 
is  it  we  have  those  conditions  In  the 
wealthiest  country  on  earth,  with  its 
great   mines,   rolling   mills,   railroads, 
forests,  rivers  and  lakes?     The  ques- 
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tion  Is  easily  answered  because  the 
wage-earners  of  this  country  are  di- 
vided. They  have  stood  idly  by,  blind- 
folded and  let  the  tail  wag  the  dog. 
They  have  allowed  their  enemies  to 
become  their  masters  and  make  the 
laws  under  which  they  must  live.  The 
wage-earner  has  in  the  past  organized 
into  labor  unions  to  improve  his  con- 
ditions. Splendid  results  have  been 
achieved  by  the  trades  union  move- 
ment in  the  last  twenty  years.  The 
hours  of  labor  have  been  reduced,  wages 
have  been  increased,  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions of  factories,  workshops  and 
mines  have  been  improved.  Hundreds 
of  thousands  of  workingmen  and  wo- 
men have  been  and  are  now  being  edu- 
cated on  the  vital  questions,  afFectlng 
the  interest  of  the  great  masses  of  the 
people.  It  therefore  becomes  the  sa- 
cred duty  of  every  workingman  and 
woman  to  support  the  trades  union 
movement  with  all  the  power  at  their 
command,  for  without  the  union  as  a 
means  of  protection  the  working  class 
of  America  would  today  be  as  helpless 
as  the  serfs  of  Russia.  But  there  is  a 
great  crisis  confronting  trades  unions 
just  now.  We  see  today  the  disgrace- 
ful spectacle  of  persecution  of  the 
union  movement  by  the  capitalistic 
powers  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Citizens*  Alliance,  the  Manufacturers 
Association  and  other  labor  crushing 
organizations.  Congress,  the  State 
Legislature  and  the  courts  are  against 
us.  The  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
by  its  recent  decisions,  has  made  black- 
listing of  union  men  lawful  and  consti- 
tutional. But  the  same  Supreme  Court 
declares  boycotting  of  scab  products 
by  union  men  is  a  conspiracy,  thus  it 
can  be  seen  that  capitalism  is  using  all 
the  powers  of  State,  the  entire  ma- 
chinery of  government  to  break  the  in- 
fluence of  organized  labor  and  destroy, 
if  possible,  every  trades  union  in  the 
land.  Therefore  we  have  reached  the 
point  where  the  American  workingman 
must  fight  this  great  industrial  war  on 
the  political  field.  We  have  all  these 
years  elected  our  masters  and  their 
political  tools  into  high  office  and  we 
know  the  result.  They,  the  Republican 
and  the  Democrat  alike,  have  blind- 
folded you  on  election.  They  have  made 
you  drunk  by  false  promises.  They 
have  used  you  to  pull  the  chestnuts  out 
of  the  fire.  They  showed  you  a  bed  of 
roses  on  election  day  and  the  next  day 


they  took  it  from  your  sight  and  gave 
you  a  bed  of  thorns  instead. 

The  American  workingman  is  fifty 
years  behind  the  times.  In  England 
the  union  men  learned  a  lesson. 
There,  organized  labor  had  the  same 
obstacles  and  conditions  to  overcome 
as  we  in  America  have  today.  There 
the  capitalist  class  tried  to  wipe  out 
labor  unions  by  means  of  the  machin- 
ery of  government,  but  the  workers 
awoke.  They  saw  that  to  be  saved  from 
destruction  they  must  get  control  of 
the  machinery  of  government.  Then 
the  cry  was  started  along  the  lines  of 
union  labor,  "On  to  Parliament,"  In- 
dependent political  action  of  labor  be- 
came the  echo  all  over  the  Brit- 
ish Isles.  The  independent  labor  party 
was  formed  by  such  men  as  K.  Hardie, 
John  Hodge  and  several  others,  and  as 
a  result  we  have  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment today  fifty-one  straight  and  ex- 
perienced union  men  who  were  elected 
to  Parliament  on  an  independent 
working-class  platform,  and  today  the 
British  Government  must  listen  to  the 
voice  of  labor's  representatives.  Then 
let  us  take  a  lesson  from  our  brothers 
across  the  Atlantic.  Let  us  start  the 
cry  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
"On  to  Washington."  Let  us  unfurl 
the  banner  of  the  workingman's  party 
of  America,  elect  our  own  craftsmen  to 
Congress  and  to  the  State  Legislature 
to  make  the  laws  for  us.  Jnion  men, 
wake  up!  Read  up,  get  wise!  Break 
the  bonds  of  slavery  that  have  been 
strangling  you  for  so  many  years.  Do 
it  now.  Don't  wait.  Don't  be  fooled 
by  the  Republicans.  Don't  be  fooled 
by  the  Democrats  any  longer.  Remem- 
ber that  in  18i)4  Grover  Cleveland,  a 
Democratic  president,  t#re  the  const!* 
tution  of  the  United  States  in  two  to 
bring  the  United  States  soldiers  into 
Chicago  to  defeat  the  strikers.  Also 
remember  that  in  1908  Theodore  Roose- 
velt, a  Republican  president,  sent  the 
troops  into  Goldfield  to  force  the 
miners  to  submit  to  a  reduction  of  one 
dollar  per  day  in  wages.  Remember 
that  later,  in  the  same  year,  the  same 
Republican  president  sent  the  troops 
into  Alaska  to  prevent  the  working- 
men  from  organizing  into  labor  unions, 
and  by  all  means  do  not  forget  Tallow 
Belly  Taft,  the  man  who  can  make  an 
Injnction  for  a  union  man  that  will 
fit  him  like  a  tailor-made  suit  oi 
clothes.  Jas.  B.  Connobs. 
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Tacoma,  Wash. 

B«Dnx>B  SwnoHMBN's  Joubnal: 

I  must  drop  a  few  lines  for  the  pink 
book  just  to  let  the  country  know  that 
we  are  not  dead  here  in  Tacoma,  but 
holding  our  own,  though  the  hard 
times  have  nipped  us  some  and  the  extra 
list  is  big  and  the  company  has  taken 
advantage  of  it  Well,  that  is  what  we 
must  expect  from  the  corporation  and 
it  will  always  be  so  until  the  laboring 
men  of  this  country  get  it  through 
their  thick  skulls  that  they  must  be  a 
unit  in  fighting  capital,  which  they  are 
not  at  present  They  vote  for  men 
that  are  controlled  by  capital  and 
then  because  they  do  not  have  laws  to 
suit,  they  kick  for  the  next  two  or  four 
years,  as  the  case  may  be.  But  the 
next  election  they  do  the  same  thing 
over.  Another  thing  you  hear  and  see 
is  organized  labor  sending  petition 
after  petition  to  these  Congressmen 
and  Senators  that  they  have  elected  to 
have  labor  laws  passed  with  the  threat 
of  voting  against  them  at  next  election. 
But  that  has  got  so  old  and  stale  that 
no  attention  is  paid  to  it  Why  don't 
the  union  men  of  this  country  wake 
up  and  put  men  in  power  that  they 
can  control?  But  no,  for  there  has 
been  a  ticket  in  the  field  for  years  that 
would  help  the  workingman,  but  he 
will  not  vote  for  it  The  dollars  and 
smooth  tongue  of  the  capitalist  are  too 
much  for  him.  See  what  money  can 
do:  take  the  case  of  Orchard  at  Boise, 
Idaho,  a  self-confessed  murderer  who, 
after  they  could  not  fasten  the  crime 
on  three  innocent  men,  was  sentenced 
to  be  hanged  on  May  15th,  now  gets  a 
stay  of  execution  granted  him,  and  the 
Judge  says  he  still  hopes  to  see  Hay- 
wood, Moyer  and  Pettibone  found 
guilty  and  punished.  One  thing  is  sure, 
he  tried  his  best  to  convict  them  at 


the  trial,  but  the  voice  of  the  people 
was  too  loud.  And  there  is  Adams, 
who  has  been  •  acquitted  two  or  three 
times,  still  they  keep  bringing  up  some 
new  charge  and  hauling  him  all  over 
the  country.  Will  the  workingmen 
of  this  country  who  are  bound  down 
harder  every  day,  ever  see  the  error 
of  their  ways  and  unite  as  one  to 
down  this  handful  of  men,  who  rule 
the  country  today  with  an  iron  hand, 
and  treat  you  worse  than  the  negro 
slaves  were  treated  in  the  south? 

I  think  it  is  about  time  to  cut  off  or 
I  \rill  be  working  overtime. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ike. 


Los  Angdes,  Cal. 

EonoB  SwiTOHMEN's  Joubnal: 

It  has  been  quite  a  while  since  you 
have  heard  from  No.  43,  but  we  will 
commence  anew  and  start  a  new  sub- 
ject 

It  has  been  on  my  mind  for  a  great 
while  and  I  have  thought  of  It  a  great 
deal,  and  I  have  also  wondered  why 
some  of  our  older  members  have  not 
written  on  the  subject  of  what  is  go- 
ing to  become  of  our  members  when 
they  get  so  old  that  they  will  be  un- 
able to  switch  cars.  You,  Bro.  Editor, 
and  you  members  know  as  well  as  I 
do  that  a  switchman  can  not  lay  up  a 
great  amount  of  money  to  live  on  after 
he  is  discharged  for  being  to  old  to 
switch  cars.  What  is  he  going  to  do? 
So,  brothers,  we  must  figure  on  doing 
something  for  him  and  I  am  sure 
if  the  brothers  would  take  this  matter 
up  and  talk  it  over,  and  when  our  next 
convention  meets  have  our  delegates 
instructed  to  assess  each  member  of 
the  union  a  certain  amount  we 
can  buy  a  home  somewhere  to  take 
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care  of  our  crippled  and  old  members. 
Then  it  will  be  an  object  for  men 
switching  cars  to  belong  to  a  union, 
because  they  will  know  that  they  will 
be  taken  care  of  when  they  no  longer 
can  switch  cars,  or  are  discharged  on 
account  of  old  age.  Brothers,  let  us 
give  this  subject  serious  consideration. 
I  don't  think  we  have  a  member  who 
would  not  give  five  dollars  for  a  cause 
like  this,  and  I  believe  that  would 
buy  us  a  good  farm,  build  a  home  and 
provide  stock  to  cultivate  the  land,  so 
that  when  it  got  in  working  order  it 
would  be  self-supporting.  Brothers, 
other  organizations  have  homes  for 
their  old  members,  why  not  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.,  whose  hearts  are  bigger  than 
any  other  order  I  know?  Now,  broth- 
ers, think  this  matter  over  and  let  us 
hear  from  your  in  our  Joubnal. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  a,nd  P., 

Joubnal  Agent. 


Waukegan,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  brothers  of  Little  Fort  Lodge 
No.  64,  Waukegan,  gave  an  Easter  ball 
which  was  a  grand  success,  considering 
the  hard  times.  We  certainly  have  to 
give  thanks  to  our  good  and  welfare 
committee  and,  in  fact,  every  brother, 
as  they  all  worked  faithfully  for  the 
affair.  There  were  150  couples  in  at- 
tendance, to  say  nothing  of  the  tickets 
the  business  men  and  shippers  of 
Waukegan  bought. 

We  will  have  to  give  Bro.  Edward 
Bowe  the  prize  for  disposing  of  the 
most  tickets,  which  ran  into  the  six- 
ties. 

The  committee  was  composed  of 
good,  young  hustling  brothers,  namely, 
Bros.  Wm.  Ward  (alias  Fuzzy),  John 
Maloy,  Edward  Bowe  and  Fred  War- 
then,  who  ranked  second  in  selling 
tickets. 

Bro.  P.  J.  O'Connell  who  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  immediately 
after  Easter  furnished  a  nice  little 
home  and  is  now  snug  and  cozy  with 
his  better  half,  and  we  all  wish  him 
all  the  comforts  of  a  home. 

Bro.  Frank  McConnell  (alias  Black 
Jack),  is  third  in  line  for  a  prize  for 
his  services  toward  the  dance. 

The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  red,  white  and  green  bunting  and 
flags.      The    old-time    lanterns    never 


shone   so  brightly  before   with   their 
red,  white,  green  and  purple  globes. 

Two  of  our  new  candidates  were 
placed  in  office,  which  they  handled  to 
a  letter. 

Bro.  R.  Darrow  sold  tickets  at  the 
door  and  kept  Bro.  A.  Corville  busy 
taking  them  up. 

The  check-room  was  handled  by 
Bros.  D.  L.  Donahue,  R.  Drew  and  Geo. 
Snyder. 

The  merry  widow  hats  were  the 
hardest  thing  to  dispose  of,  they 
couldn't  get  them  into  clear  and  they 
had  to  set  them  out  and  kick  them 
down  another  track. 

The  crowd  didn't  know  whether  or 
not  they  wanted  to  go  home  when  one 
o'clock  came. 

We  expected  Bro.  James  Connors  up 
that  night,  but  he  failed  to  show  up, 
and  we  were  all  disappointed. 

Thanking  all  the  brothers  and  our 
prospective  candidates  for  their  serv- 
ices at  our  dance,  and  also  thanking 
the  merchants  and  business  men  for 
their  kindness  to  us,  I  will  close,  hop- 
ing the  brothers  and  sisters  of  othei 
lodges  will  fare  as  well  as  Little  Fort 
Lodge  No.  64  did. 

Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  Spillman. 


Duhith,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
the  good  people  will  be  called  upon  to 
vote  for  a  man  of  their  choice  for 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
great,  important  question  arises,  who 
shall  the  people  vote  for?  What  party 
should  have  the  confidence  of  the 
American  people? 

In  order  to  arrive  at  some  satisfac- 
tory conclusion,  let  us  review,  briefly, 
the  history  of  the  past  and  see  if  the 
wage-earners  will  be  Justified  in  voting 
for  the  nominees  of  either  the  Repub- 
lican or  Democratic  parties. 

The  United  States  started  out  in 
1776  with  the  firm  conviction  that  all 
men  were  created  equal  and  were  en- 
dowed by  their  Creator  with  certain  in- 
alienable rights,  and  that  among  these 
are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness. The  shrewd  and  sagacious 
minds  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Frank- 
lin and  a  great  many  more  of  the 
same  calibre  who  knew  the  weakness 
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and  frailty  of  the  human  n^ind  and 
body,  made  the  statement  that  gov- 
ernment was  instituted  among  men 
and  derived  its  Just  powers  from  the 
consent  of  the  ffoverned,  and  when- 
ever the  government  became  destitute 
of  this  principle  it  was  the  du^  to 
abolish  it  and  establish  a  new  one  that 
will  guarantee  the  people  all  the  rights 
and  liberties  incorporated  in  our  con- 
stitution. But  we  have  made  no 
change.  We  are  as  weak  and  as  frail 
as  our  forefathers  imagined  we 
would  be.  But  time  has  rolled  on  since 
that  glorious  Fourth  of  July,  and  to- 
day the  spirit  of  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence is  a  foreign  thought  to  the 
present  day  politicians.  The  constitu- 
•  tion  is  nothing  more  than  an  instru- 
ment by  which  all  pure  and  wholesome 
laws  are  declared  null  and  void,  and 
the  petitioning  to  the  government  for 
redress  of  our  grievances  is  a  huge 
Joke. 

Now,  then,  what  has  caused  all  this 
turning  about  from  the  true  course? 
Who  is  responsible  for  these  abuses 
and  usurpations?  The  people,  of 
course,  the  common,  simple-minded 
people.  They  have  listened  to  tariff  re- 
form arguments  one  year,  silver  ques- 
tions another — imperialism  and  mili- 
tarism, gold  standard,  gold-bug  and 
humbug,  and  now  they  are  housebug. 
The  people  have  been  led  around  by 
the  nose  so  long  by  the  old  parties  that 
they  have  become  case-hardened  and 
insensible  to  their  deplorable  condi- 
tion. The  present  panic,  howevier,  has 
dispelled  the  lethargy  that  has  en- 
veloped the  masses  and  the  awakening 
is  gaining  such  headway  and  force 
that  the  old-time  parties  are  sitting  up 
and  taking  notice,  and  they  are  not  los- 
ing any  time  in  telling  the  people  that 
the  Socialists  will  ruin  the  country, 
and  that  the  biggest  trust  will  be  the 
bomb  or  dynamite  trust,  and  that  an- 
archy will  stalk  throughout  the  land. 
But  these  sort  of  assertions  are  made 
to  intimidate  and  scare  the  poor,  ig- 
norant voter.  But  the  panic  has  caused 
men  to  think  of  things  that  they  never 
thought  of  before.  The  champions  of 
the  full-dinner  pail  are  as  silent  as  the 
tomb,  but  they  will  fix  up  some  sort  of 
dope  to  hand  you  this  fall. 

Mr.  Taft  has  intimated  in  several 
speeches  that  the  country  must  be 
saved  again  or  it  would  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Socialists,  and  what  a 
shame  that  would  be.  The  very  thought 


of  it  worried"  poor  old  Mark  Hanna  to 
death.  But  Mr.  Taft  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Bryan  dare  not  go  upon  the  platform 
and  argue  the  political  and  economical 
questions  with  the  champions  of  the 
Socialist  party.  Mr.  Bryan  could  have 
made  five  thousand  plunks  if  he  would 
accept  a  challenge  from  one  of  these 
Socialist  gentlemen,  but  he  wisely  de- 
clined. 

The  shaking  down  that  this  coun- 
try has  experienced  in  the  past 
will  work  as  a  big  stick  to 
ameliorate  the  conditions  of  '  the 
people  in  general.  So  it  is  with  our 
panics,  our  corrupt  laws,  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  laws,  the  injunctions,  the 
usurpation  of  all  the  right  and  lawful 
functions  of  government  by  the  God-or- 
dained few  are  working  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  all  the  people.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  are  passing  through  a 
bloodless  revolution,  and  it  is  true  to  a 
certain  degree,  for  abuses  bring  about 
reform. 

George  Washington's  farewell  ad- 
dress ought  to  be  read  by  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  United  States. 
The  warning  from  Abraham  Lincoln 
that  all  of  the  money  of  this  country 
would  be  accumulated  into  the  hands 
of  a  few  and  the  republic  destroyed 
ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  every- 
body, and  to  see  how  this  matter  is 
being  carried  on.  Facts  and  figures  are 
available  to  show  the  workingman  that 
he  receives  only  a  small  per  cent  of 
what  he  produces  and  millions  of  dol- 
lars are  being  spent  for  collections  of 
art  and  antiquated  relics  and  excessive 
pleasures  of  life,  while  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  are  starving  to 
death,  and  millions  are  bound  hand 
and  foot  in  abject  slavery.  This  is  the 
sort  of  government  that  the  Democrats 
and  Republicans  stand  for,  it  has  ever 
been  thus,  and  we  want  a  change.  We 
desire  one  great  commonwealth  where 
all  the  resources,  the  tools  and  means 
of  production  shall  belong  collectively 
to  the  whole  entire  people.  In  other 
words,  the  collective  ownership  of  the 
earth  operated  by  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  people,  and  not  for  the 
comparatively  few.  The  wage  system 
must  go;  man  is  entitled  to  what  he 
produces  by  honest  eftort,  and  the  ex- 
ploitation of  his  fellow-man  and  work- 
ingman must  cease. 

As  Socialism  gains  strength,  it  will 
have  a  most  powerful  effect  on  the  na- 
tional and  state  legislators.    The  party 
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is  growing  stronger  every  day  and 
when  once  the  ideas  and  principles  of 
this  organization  take  hold  of  you, 
the  brightest  side  of  life  will  imme- 
diately appear  and  you.  shall  certainly 
become  interested. 

The  Republican  or  Democratic  par- 
ties have  no  sound  or  permanent  plat- 
form beneficial  to  the  people  at  large. 
When  you  vote  them  in  power,  you  put 
a  few  men  in  a  position  to  make  mil- 
lions, and  they  in  turn  hand  you  a  few 
hundred  for  your  trouble.  Tou  simply 
vote  for  a  system  that  has  always  made 
the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 
Have  we  not  lived  over  a  hundred 
years  under  the  constitution,  and  how 
are  we  fixed  today?  There  is  a  panic 
on  hand  and  a  million  men  out  of  work 
and  crime  and  poverty  are  on  the  in- 
crease. 

Our  constitution  has  been  swept 
away  (for  all  the  good  it  does  the 
masses),  the  right  to  strike  and  boy- 
cott, the  only  means  that  labor  has  for 
defending  itself  are  denied  by  the 
courts.  The  right  to  quit  work  with- 
out ample  warning  to  your  employes  is 
also  denied  under  certain  circum- 
stances. Free  speech  is  denied.  The 
money  you  have  in  private  property  or 
in  your  lodge  treasury  is  liable  to 
seizure  by  lawful  process  if  you  cause 
your  employer  any  loss  or  damage  to 
his  business  as  a  result  of  a  strike  in 
order  to  force  him  to  pay  better  wages, 
or  exact  better  working  conditions. 
The  freedom  of  the  press  is  threatened 
and  it  would  not  surprise  me  if  in  the 
near  future  you  would  see  all  the  labor 
Journals  and  socialist  papers  denied 
the  use  of  the  United  States  mails.  It 
is  also  lawful  to  discharge  you  for  your 
affiliation  with  labor  organizations. 
Just  think  of  these  conditions  and 
then  read  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Read  that  great  and 
glorious  declaration  of  independence 
and  you  will  wonder  why  there  are  not 
more  anarchists.  And  now  the  climax 
has  been  reached;  Mr.  Oompers  and 
the  big  bugs  of  nearly  all  the  labor 
unions  after  a  week  or  ten  days  con- 
ference at  Washington  telling  each 
other  of  how  labor  has  been  abused 
and  striving  to  come  to  some  under- 
standing as  to  how  they  could  free  la- 
bor from  the  master's  yoke,  resolved  at 
last  to  BEG  for  relief— BEG,  IM- 
PLORE and  humbly  SUPPLICATE. 
Now.  then,  do  not  let  them  tell  us 
about  dignified  labor,  for  If  there  is 


any  dignity  about  the  conference  I  fail 
to  see  it  Labor  is  dignified  all  right, 
but  that  bunch  of  men  representing  la- 
bor ought  to  be  denounced  in  the 
strongest  language.  I  hope  that  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  was  not  represented 
there,  and  surely  ought  not  to  be  iden- 
tified with  the  movement  at  all.  What 
ought  to  be  done?  The  rtght  thing  to 
do  is  for  such  a  gathering  to  declare 
themselves  for  Socialism.  Here  is  the 
one  reason  (among  many  others  of 
more  importance)  why  the  labor  or- 
ganizations should  declare  for  Social- 
ism. Mr.  Hearst,  once  a  member  of 
Congress  and  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee on  labor,  said: 

"I  make  the  sUtement  deliberately 
and  I  defy  any  Democratic  or  Repub- 
lican Congressman  to  disprove  it,  that 
the  labor  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  is  constituted  and  con- 
ducted to  prevent  the  measures  in 
which  labor  is  interested  from  coming 
to  a  vote  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 
The  labor  committee  is  organized  and 
operated  to  relieve  congressmen  from 
the  embarrassment  of  having  to  regis- 
ter a  public  vote  on  labor  matters." 

What  think  you  of  that.  Mr.  Oompers 
and  Mr.  Leaders  of  labor?  Do  you  know 
anything  about  the  despotic  rules  of 
the  House  of  Representatives?  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  Uncle  Joe  Cannon?  He  is 
the  boy  with  billy  got  whiskers  and 
when  he  tells  the  darling  little  lamb- 
lets  to  hush  up  they  immediately  obey. 
Last,  but  not  least,  are  forty-six  mil- 
lionaires in  the  Upper  House,  who  have 
always  something  to  say,  especially 
about  any  labor  laws.  These  gents 
were  not  put  there  either  by  labor 
votes.  A  small  little  gang  of  corporation 
valets  in  the  different  state  capitals 
sent  them  to  Washington  and  they  are 
all  good  Republicans  and  Democrats. 
And  now  you,  Mr.  Oompers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  you  are  going 
to  beg  that  bunch  for  some  favorable 
law.  Well,  you  may  think  you  can 
fool  us,  but  there  will  be  some  that  are 
wise  enough  to  steer  clear  of  such  a 
proposition.  Those  that  have  eyes  to 
see  and  see  not,  ears  to  hear  and  hear 
not,  nor  understand  because  of  lack  of 
brains,  this  class  of  people  will  come  to 
your  aid,  Mr.  Oompers. 

The  present  attitude  of  Congress  is 
something  fierce  and  its  inactivity  is  a 
demonstration  as  to  what  money  will 
do.  What  we  want,  Mr.  Oompers,  is  So- 
cialism— ^that's  it,  Socialism.    One  mil- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


68S 


lion  votes  this  fall  for  a  Socialist  can- 
didate for  president  will  affect  Con- 
gress like  the  rampage  of  a  cyclone  In 
western  Kansas.  When  the  power  of 
Socialism  begins  to  loom  up  in  the 
background  the  scene  will  change,  the 
politicians  will  read  the  handwriting 
on  the  wall,  the  bell  will  ring  down 
the  high-handed  methods  of  the  gov- 
erning class,  the  government  will  be 
restored  to  the  people,  panics  will 
cease,  as  well  as  all  other  injurious 
effects  to  predatory  wealth,  and  the 
transformation  of  rotten  laws  will  com- 
mence and  in  a  short  while  we  will 
realize  the  ideal  form  of  a  common- 
wealth. 

Now,  Bro.  Cassidy,  allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  stand  regarding 
the  Socialist  party  as  the  laboring 
man's  party.  You  ought  to  be  rewarded 
for  that  remark,  for  it  is  the  truth. 
Seek  ye  the  truth,  for  the  truth  shall 
make  ye  free. 

G.  H.  Malott. 


Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Editor  SwrrcHMEN's  Joubnal: 

As  it  is  some  time  since  I  have  seen 
anything  from  the  members  of  Lodge 
No.  10, 1  will  drop  a  line  with  the  hope 
that  some  of  the  brothers  will  find 
their  pen.  We  are  still  doing  busi- 
ness and  getting  members  once  in  a 
while,  and  the  prospects  for  candidates 
are  very  bright  in  the  future. 

Ouir  worthy  Vice-President,  W.  H. 
Burt,  honored  us  with  a  visit  at  our 
last  meeting,  the  10th  Inst.,  and  gave 
us  a  very  interesting  talk,  which  was 
very  much  appreciated  by  the  mem- 
bers, and  I  will  add  that  his  short 
visit  to  Milwaukee  will  be  very  bene-' 
ficial  for  Lodge  No.  10. 

We  are  very  much  pleased  to  hear 
of  the  complete  recovery  of  our  worthy 
President,  F.  T.  Hawley,  and  hope  to 
be  treated  to  a  visit  from  him  in  the 
near  future. 

Well,  brothers,  we  are  coming  to  the 
front  slow  but  sure.  This  lodge  has 
gained  50  per  cent,  in  membership  in 
the  last  year,  and  the  prospects  are 
that  we  will  double  that  record  in  the 
next  twelve  months. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  brothers,  and 
hoping  that  the  good  old  S.  U.  will 
prosper  In  the  future  as  It  has  In  the 
past,  I  am, 

Edw.  Coolahan. 


St  Louis,  Mo. 

Editob  SwrrcHMEJN's  Joxtbnal: 

Well,  Mr.  Editor,  I  lost  out  last 
month,  so  will  try  and  make  good  this 
month. 

I  saw  nothing  in  the  May  issue  about 
the  L.  A.  ball.  Well,  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury Lodge  No.  14  gave  its  third  an- 
nual ball  April  23,  1908,  at  the  North 
St.  Louis  Turner  Hall,  and  I  will  say 
that  it  was  a  decided  success,  and  the 
arrangement  committee.  Sisters  Sheri- 
dan, Calhoun  and  Zimmerman,  deserve 
great  credit,  as  everything  was  first- 
class,  even  the  ice  cream  and  cake.  It 
was  a  bad  night  for  a  ball,  there  being 
a  continual  downpour  of  rain  all  even- 
ing, hence  the  attendance  was  not  as 
large  as  it  would  have  been.  Bro.  J.  J. 
McCarthy,  secretary-treasurer  of  Suc- 
cess Lodge  No.  134,  and  daughter,  Mar- 
garet, led  the  grand  march.  Everyone 
passed  a  pleasant  evening,  and  all 
stuck  for  the  "Home,  Sweet  Home" 
waltz  at  2  a.  m. 

We  are  all  looking  for  InvltaUons  to 
a  wedding.  How  abouit  it,  Jim?  How 
do  you  like  Clara  avenue  in  the  "wee, 
sma*  hours?"  You  ought  to  be 
ashamed,  though,  for  doing  a  worthy 
brother  out  of  his  girl  like  that. 

Well,  I  see  South  St.  Louis  has  woke 
up  and  come  out  in  the  two  last  Issues 
with  a  rousing  good  letter.  Keep  it  up, 
Louie.  And  now,  If  we  could  only 
cause  a  bomb  to  explode  in  North  St. 
Louis  and  wake  up  some  of  the  scribes 
up  there,  our  Journal  would  look  like 
there  were  a  few  snakes  In  St.  Louis. 
Bro.  J.  B.  Connors,  Second  Vice- 
President,  was  with  us  for  a  week 
during  the  middle  of  April,  and  woke 
the  boys  up  a  little.  The  big  fellow 
was  looking  fine,  and  several  years 
younger  than  when  we  last  saw  him. 

Lodge  No.  37  is  doing  fine,  holding 
good  meetings  and  having  a  good  at- 
tendance at  most  all  of  them.  I  want 
to  mention  in  particular  our  meeting 
of  April  19th.  Almost  every  seat  In 
the  lodge  room  was  filled,  and  you 
don't  know  how  good  It  makes  the  old 
regulars  feel  to  have  a  meeting  like 
this.  We  initiated  three  candidates 
at  this  meeting,  and  everyone  seemed 
to  enjoy  himself.  Keep  it  up, 
brothers,  It  will  do  you  good.  Bro.  C. 
E.  Moore,  our  past-president,  arrived 
early  at  this  meeting  with  a  big  box 
of  good  cigars  under  his  arm,  and  a 
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beaming  smile  on  his  face.    It's  a  ten- 
pound  girl. 

We  were  glad  to  learn  that  Bro. 
Hawley  is  out  of  danger,  and  able  to 
be  up  and  at  the  helm  once  more. 

Bro.  William  H.  Burt,  Fourth  Vice- 
President,  was  with  us  at  our  last 
meeting,  May  17th.  Bro.  Burt  ad- 
dressed the  lodge  for  forty  minutes, 
which  was  both  interesting  and  in- 
structive to  the  members.  He  spoke 
very  encouragingly  of  the  progress  of 
the  union  in  the  West  and  Northwest. 

Business  is  still  dull  in  this  vicinity, 
the  various  roads  having  reduced  the 
force  to  the  lowest  possible  margin. 

Bro.  W.  G.  Roller  is  back  from  Den- 
ver. He  visited  Utah  also  while  he 
was  away,  but  says  he  doesn't  like  the 
Mormons,  and  that  there  is  no  place 
like  old  St.  Louis,  but  I  guess  he  only 
means  a  certain  locality. 

Sister  Carrie  E.  Ramsey,  a  member 
of  Twentieth  Century  Lodge  No.  14  L. 
A.,  bid  her  many  friends  good-bye  on 
April  28th.  She  goes  to  California. 
Sister  Ramsey  is  the  mother  of  Bro. 
Tom  Ramsey,  a  member  of  Success 
Lodge  No.  134.  We  all  Join  in  wish- 
ing her  a  pleasant  journey  and  a  speedy 
return,  for  we  will  all  miss  her  sunny 
smile. 

Well,  [  can't  tell  you  anything  about 
Carnegie  or  Rockefeller,  so  I  will  have 
to  close  by  wishing  everybody  well. 

Shobtt. 


Unite  on  the  Political  Field. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

While  writing  these  lines  my  mind 
is  busied  with  memories  of  the  past, 
and  I  will  try  and  review  the  history 
of  the  working  class,  aleo  try  and  ex- 
plain why  we  are  not  more  progres- 
sive. 

Many  years  ago,  when  the  machine 
first  displaced  the  craftsman  with  the 
hand  tool,  and  the  locomotive  dis- 
placed the  prairie  schooner,  organized 
labor  first  put  in  its  appearance,  in  .the 
name  of  the  Knights  of  Labor.  At  that 
time  the  K.  of  L.  did  effective  work  in 
bettering  the  condition  of  its  constit- 
uents. The  K.  of  L.  was  bom  to  meet 
the  conditions  that  existed  at  that 
time.  Men  of  all  trades  or  crafts  be- 
longed to  the  same  local  organization, 
and  as  the  factories  were  small  they 
were  quite  successful  in  bettering  their 
conditions,  for  at  that  time  eaA  em- 


ployer stood  alone,  as  there  was  no 
manufacturers*  association,  and  the 
class  lines  were  not  dcawn  as  they  are 
today.  Tears  after,  the  factories  be- 
came larger,  and  the  tradesmen  In  the 
different  factories  multiplied,  the  con- 
flict between  employer  and  employe  be- 
came more  keen,  the  K.  of  L.  had  out- 
grown its  usefulness,  and  then  came 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  with  its  autonomous 
trades  unions  wherein  men  of  each 
trade  formed  locals  of  their  own,  made 
their  own  rules  governing  their  own 
particular  trade.  For  a  time  they  were 
quite  successful,  especially  if  they  were 
well  organized.  But  the  employers 
soon  saw  the  fruits  of  organization, 
and  they  formed  the  Manufacturers' 
Association  to  stem  the  tide  of  trades 
unions. 

The  Manufacturers'  Association  and 
the  Railroad  Ceneral  Managers'  Asso- 
ciation have  surely  been  successful  in 
keeping  the  unionists  in  submission, 
and  the  reason  is  very  evident.  Years 
ago  the  labor  struggles  were  fought 
with  strikes  and  boycotts  by  the 
unionists  and  Pinkerton  detectives, 
coal  and  iron  police,  strike-breakers 
and  blacklists  by  the  employers,  and 
both  sides  would  gain  certain  points, 
and  finally  arbitrate  and  settle  the 
trouble.  The  employers  have  changed 
their  tactics,  but  the  trades  unionists 
have  not.  The  employers  find  it  is 
cheaper  and  quicker  to  fight  labor 
through  the  courts  than  to  hire  one 
class  of  labor  to  club  the  other  class 
into  submission. 

The  trades  unionists  are  still  fight- 
ing on  the  Industrial  field,  while  the 
employer  is  fighting  on  the  political 
field.  The  Manufacturers'  and  General 
Managers'  associations  are  contribut- 
ing liberally  to  campaign  funds,  there- 
by getting  men  in  the  legislatures  that 
will  enact  laws  in  their  favor,  and 
men  in  the  executive  chair  of  the  na- 
tion and  also  in  the  different  States  to 
execute  them,  and  appoint  Supreme 
Court  judges  that  will  interpret  them 
to  suit  any  case  that  is  detrimental  to 
the  working  class.  There  was  a  time 
when  It  was  a  dischargable  offense  to 
belong  to  a  union,  but  today  they  can 
handle  the  working  class  better  united 
than  individually,  for  with  the  use  of 
the  injunction,  the  court  can  joet  as 
easily  declare  a  thousand  men  in  con- 
tempt as  one,  and  the  workers  have 
no  appeal. 
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Now  for  a  remedy.  We  must  also 
fight  our  battles  on  the  political  field, 
and  when  we  once  get  our  army  organ- 
ized we  will  never  need  to  fear  the 
Manufacturers'  or  General  Managers' 
associations  with  the  millions  of  capi- 
tal. 

To  do  thlB  we  must  Join  a  political 
party  that  stands  for  the  working 
class,  and  the  working  class  alone. 
Stop  petitioning  Congress  to  enact 
laws  In  our  favor,  but  elect  Congress- 
men that  stand  for  the  working  class 
and  upon  the  working  class  principle. 

Today  there  is  but  one  political  party 
of  any  Importance  that  stands  for  the 
working  class,  and  that  is  the  Socialist 
party,  while  there  are  five  political 
parties  in  the  field  that  stand  for  cap- 
italism, and  those  parties  don't  repre- 
sent us.  They  stand  for  the  profit 
system,  the  system  that  is  sucking  the 
life-blood  out  of  those  who  toil,  a  com- 
petitive system  that  is  making  paupers 
by  the  thousands,  and  leading  others 
to  lead  a  life  of  crime,  lawlessness  and 
prostitution. 

The  Socialist  party  stands  for  the 
full  product  of  the  labor,  abolition  of 
interest,  rent  and  profit,  dividing  the 
work  so  all  can  be  producers,  but  not 
to  divide  the  products.  Free  school 
books  and  clothes  for  all  children,  and 
compulsory  education  to  the  age  of 
eighteen,  pension  system  for  the  aged, 
abolition  of  child-labor,  and  a  home 
(not  a  hovel)  for  everyone  who  needs 
one. 

If  there  is  anything  in  the  Socialist 
platform  that  is  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  working  class  I  have  failed  to  find 
it. 

Trades  unionists,  be  m,en  among 
men;  vote  for  what  you  want,  and 
some  day  you  will  get  it.  Don't  sup- 
port your  enemies  and  vote  yourself 
into  slavery.  Organize  on  the  political 
fieid  where  your  power  will  oount; 
strike  at  the  ballot-box  and  gain  your 
own  freedom.  A  million  and  a  half 
of  Socialist  votes  this  fall  will  make 
your  master  sit  up  and  take  notice, 
for  he  knows  that  If  you  are  once 
united  at  the  ballot-box  his  power  will 
be  gone  forever. 

The  time  is  now  ripe  for  a  change, 
and  the  sooner  we  unite  politically, 
the  sooner  this  system  of  wage-slavery 
will  be  at  an  end. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Newark.  O.  Rail  Bendkb. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.  ^ 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  just  finished  perusing  the  May 
Journal  and  I  find  many  Interesting 
topics  discussed. 

Your  editorial  reply  to  the  Railway 
Age  ought  to  convince  that  wise  owl 
that  he  will  have  to  dig  up  something 
more  effectual  to  inspire  the  public 
mind.  I  don't  feel  competent  to  take 
issue  with  the  gentleman  on  the  sub- 
ject as  a  whole,  but  I  am  going  to 
argue  the  point  of  increase  of  wages. 
They  never  get  through  trying  to  con- 
vince the  workers  that  their  wages 
have  been  wonderfully  increased,  and  I 
am  going  to  take  issue  with  him  on 
that  point,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  going 
to  use  the  figures  produced  by  his  own 
class.  The  gentleman  says  in  part, 
"While  the  unit  of  wages  rapidly  rose, 
the  unit  of  work  done  as  rapidly  de- 
clined In  quantity  and  deteriorated  in 
quality."  Now,  just  a  word  on  the 
quantity  of  work.  Is  It  not  a  fact  that 
an  engine  today  In  yard  service 
handles  a  greater  number  of  cars  than 
ever  before?  Ask  any  old  time  switch- 
man and  he  will  tell  you.  Why,  we  used 
to  get  four  or  five  hours  "spot"  every 
day.  Now  It's  a  steady  grind  from  start 
to  finish,  and  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
getting  done. 

Now  as  to  the  increase  of  wages: 
Does  he  state  a  truth  or  does  he  state 
a  falsehood?  Upon  this  subject  the 
men  engaged  in  the  social  question  are 
irreconcilably  divided.  On  one  side 
stand  those  who  clamor  for  the  full  so- 
cial value  of  their  product,  maintain- 
ing that  the  condition  of  the  working 
class  is  one  of  hunger,  want  and 
misery,  that  from  bad  it  is  getting 
worse,  that  the  plunder  levied  upon 
them  continues  to  mount  higher  and 
higher,  and  not  only  does  their  rela- 
tive share  of  the  wealth  which  they 
produce  decline,  but  the  absolute 
amount  of  wealth  that  they  enjoy  con- 
tinues to  shrink  to  a  smaller  quantity 
in  their  hands.  That  is  the  Socialist 
position. 

Over  against  that  position  is  the 
position  of  our  adversaries,  the  out- 
spoken capitalists  and  their  emissaries. 
They  assert  that  the  condition  of  the 
working  class  is  one  of  Well-being,  that 
from  good  it  is  getting  better  and 
maintain  that  both  the  absolute 
amount  of  the  wealth  that  the  worker 
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enjoys,  and  his  relative  share  of  the 
wealth  he  produces  is  on  the  increase, 
or  has  been  prior  to  the  bursting  of  the 
bubble  of  prosperity.  Now  for  the 
figures;  you  will  find  them  very  inter- 
esting. These  figures  were  not  gath- 
ered by  me;  they  were  not  gathered 
by  any  student  of  political  economy, 
but  Just  the  contrary.  They  were  issued 
or  circulated  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Republican  party 
during  the  presidential  campaign  of 
1904.  Now  someone  wants  to  know 
why  I  use  the  figures  of  the  foe,  why 
not  use  my  own?  Well,  if  I  say  Bill 
Jones  is  a  horse  thief  the  charge  may 
or  may  not  be  believed;  I  would  have 
to  prove  it  But  if  Bill  Jones  himself 
says  he  is  a  horse  thief,  then  I  am 
saved  all  further  trouble.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  law  of  evidence 
that  a  man's  own  testimony  against 
himself  is  the  best  evidence  possible, 
and  by  using  their  own  figures  I  am 
placing  the  highest  spokesman  of  the 
capitalist  class  on  the  witness  stand. 
They  cannot  go  back  on  their  own 
words.  I  propose  to  make  them  con- 
vict themselves. 

Now  for  the  figures:  I  shall  com- 
mence with  the  decade  of  1860.  The 
value  of  manufactured  products  for 
that  decade  was  $1,885,861,676;  1870, 
$4,232,325,442 ;  1880,  $5,369,579,191 ; 
1890,  $9,372,437,283;  1900,  $13,039,279,- 
566.  You  will  notice  that  we  made 
great  progress.  From  nearly  $2,000,- 
000,000  In  1860,  the  wealth  produced  by 
labor  rose  steadily  until  1900,  when  it 
reached  the  gigantic  figures  of  nearly 
seven  times  that  amount.  This  indi- 
cates a  tremendous  increase  of  wealth, 
with  a  corresponding  potential  increase 
of  well-being.  So  far  it  looks  good, 
but  look  out,  here  we  come!  Is  this 
good  thing  enjoyed  by  the  working 
class?  Now  put  on  your  thinking  caps. 
Suppose  I  say  that  in  this  city  there 
are  five  thousand  people  and  there  are 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  That  fact  alone 
is  no  indication  as  to  how  that  fifty 
thousand  dollars  is  distributed.  It 
might  be  that  on  an  average  each  one 
has  about  ten  dollars;  then  it  might  be 
that  out  of  the  fifty  thousand  dollars 
one  man  alone  would  have  forty-nine 
thousand  nine  hundred,  in  which  case 
only  one  hundred  dollars  would  be  left 
to  burst  the  pockets  of  the  remaining 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-nine.    So  far  these  figures  only  in- 


form us  what  the  value  of  the  product 
has  been;  they  don't  tell  us  how  it  was 
distributed.  It  only  gives  us  an  idea 
of  the  increasing  magnitude  of  labor's 
productivity.  As  to  the  distribution 
we  must  look  to  the  following  figures: 
The  total  wages  paid  to  worklngmen 
for  the  decade  of  1860  was  $378,878,- 
966;  1870,  $775,584,343;  1880,  $947,953, 
795;  1890,  $1,891,228,321;  1900,  $2,350,- 
578,010. 

Now,  if  we  just  take  only  a  glance 
at  this  wage  column,  its  purpose  is 
obvious.  The  way  the  figures  are  ar^ 
ranged,  they  are  meant  to  convey  two 
ideas,  first  that  the  share  of  the  in- 
dividual is  vast,  second  that  his  rise 
towards  affluence  is  steady  and  still 
vaster.  It  is  expected,  that  when  he 
sees  black  upon  white  or  is  told  by  the 
silver-tongued  orator  that  in  1860  his 
class  received  the  gigantic  sum  of  over 
$360,000,000;  he  feels  quite  sure  that  he 
can  feel  a  big  chunk  of  that  amount 
down  in  his  pocket  The  enormous 
amount  is  intended  to  act  as  an  opiate 
on  his  dilapidated  purse,  and  when  he 
sees  and  is  told  that  the  wages  of  his 
class  are  swelling  and  doubling  from 
decade  to  decade,  until  it  reaches  the 
giddy  height  reached  in  1900,  then  he 
is  expected  to  be  so  thoroughly  dazed 
and  dumfounded  that  he  doesn't  know 
whether  he  is  on  his  feet  or  his  head, 
or  whether  he  is  afoot  or  on  horseback, 
and  is  utterly  incapable  of  doing  any 
thinking  for  himselt  This  vast  amount 
of  wealth  that  is  supposed  to  be  his, 
simply  makes  him  silly.  Now  take  a 
little  closer  look  at  these  figures,  tie 
your  thinking  caps  on  good  and  tight 
Whenever  figures  of  wages  are  pre- 
sented to  you,  you  must  submit  them 
to  two  tests.  Not  until  then  will  the 
figures  convey  any  practical  informa- 
tion to  you.  Now  I  propose  to  submit 
with  you  this  column  of  wages  to  the 
two  tests  I  have  in  mind.  The  first  is 
to  ascertain  the  percentage  that  the 
wages  bear  to  the  total  wealth  pro- 
duced. The  test  is  an  easy  one,  it 
merely  involves  a  plain  mathematical 
calculation.  Most  any.  school  boy  is 
able  to  do  the  sum.  Now  the  test  in 
the  decade  of  1860:  The  wages  paid 
were  $378,878,966,  and  the  value  of  la- 
bor's product  $1,885,861,676,  and  apply- 
ing that  mathematical  calculation  to 
the  two  full  sets  of  figures,  we  ascer- 
tain that  the  wages  were  about  20  per 
cent,  of  the  wealth  produced.    Now  we 
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are  in  possession  of  a  fact,  not  a  very 
cheering  fact,  but  it  is  a  useful  one  to 
know.  It  is  the  first  one  tliat  conveys 
practical  information.  By  this  fact  we 
know  that  in  that  decade,  out  of  every 
$100  that  he  produced  the  workingman 
got  only  $20;  somebody  else  got  $80. 
From  it  we  learn  that  in  that  decade 
the  workingman  was  plundered  out  of 
$80  for  every  $100  worth  of  wealth  he 
produced.  Twenty  per  cent  is  very 
little,  but  this  is  only  a  start  and,  re- 
membering that  the  figures  soar  up- 
ward, we  proceed  to  test  the  next 
decade,  applying  the  same  old  mathe- 
matical calculation  to  the  two  full  sets 
of  figures.  For  the  decade  of  1870  we 
ascertain  labor's  share.  Now  what  we 
discover  is  enough  to  shock  our  nerves. 
We  thought  20  per  cent  was  small,  but 
now  we  find  ourselves  progressing  like 
the  crawfish,  backward.  The  test  shows 
us  to  be  getting  18  per  cent  In  1860 
we  were  getting  20  per  cent,  but  in 
1870  we  find  ourselves  getting  18  per 
cent.,  or,  in  other  words,  we  got  $18.00 
out  of  every  $100  we  produced.  Now  to 
the  next  decade:  here  we  again  apply 
the  same  mathematical  calculation  to 
the  two  full  sets  of  figures  of  1880. 
Hold  on,  have  we  made  a  mistake?  Go 
over  the  sum  again.  Well,  I  guess  the 
figures  don't  lie,  they  must  be  correct; 
but  it  looks  bad  for  the  workingmen. 
The  answer  is  17  per  cent.  Now,  to  the 
decade  of  1890:  the  same  old  mathe- 
matical calculation  again,  and  what  is 
the  result?  So,  a  surprise!  The  de- 
cline has  stopped,  the  percentage  of  la- 
bor's share  has  risen  above  the  preced- 
ing two  decades,  and  after  thirty  years 
of  arduous  toll,  during  which  the  soil 
of  the  country  was  literally  drenched 
with  the  sweat,  the  blood,  the  hide  and 
tallow  of  the  toilers,  after  thirty  years 
during  which  the  toilers  of  America 
produced  more  heiresses  to  the  square 
mile  than  the  workers  of  all  other  na- 
tions to  purchase  Ehiropean  noblemen 
for  husbands,  at  the  end  of  those  thirty 
years  the  toilers  find  themselves  just 
where  they  were  In  1860.  This  is  not 
a  progress  to  boast  of.  It  is  con- 
servatism of  misery.  Hope  always 
springs  eternal  In  the  human  breast 
and  perhaps  the  worst  has  gone  by,  so 
we  look  to  brighter  and  better  days, 
and  we  pass  to  the  decade  of  1900. 
Here  the  same  mathematical  calcula- 
tion is  resorted  to,  and  woe,  what  Is  the 
result?  Our  bright  days  have  vanished 
— we  have  chased  a  rainbow.    The  per- 


centage of  labor  drops  hard.  It  is  as 
low  as  ever,  17  per  cent  The  temporary 
rise  in  1890  was  only  the  fiicker  of  a 
dying  candle,  the  forerunner  of  col- 
lapse. 

The  purpose  of  such  a  presentation 
of  the  run  of  wages  is  obvious.  The  in- 
tention is  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
condition  of  the  individual  worker  im- 
proves, that  it  has  improved  wonder- 
fully. The  presentation  of  figures  in 
that  way  is  intended  to  convey  the  idea 
that  the  wages  or  earnings  of  the  in- 
dividual toiler  have  gone  upwards  and 
to  convey  the  idea  crushingly.  Now 
the  fact  that  the  toilers  in  1860  re- 
ceived over  $300,000,000,  and  then  in 
1900  wages  had  ran  up  to  over  $2,000,- 
000,000,  is  this  fact  enough  to  warrant 
any  conclusion  as  to  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  toilers?  Let  us  give  an 
illustration:  suppose  that  last  year 
John  Brown  paid  out  $1,000  in  wages, 
and  that  this  year  he  had  paid  out 
$1,800,  now  he  has  almost  doubled  his 
wage  expense.  Does  that  mean  that 
the  men  he  employes  are  getting  al- 
most double  the  wages  they  did  last 
year?  It  might  be  the  case  and  then  it 
might  not  Whether  they  *do  or  not 
doesn't  merely  depend  on  the  fact  that 
John  Brown's  wage  expense  has  in- 
creased. It  depends  on  the  number  of 
men  he  employed  last  year  and  the 
present  year.  If  last  year  he  employed 
five  men,  it  would  mean  that  their 
wages  were  $200  apiece.  Now  this 
year  If  he  employs  ten  men  it  means 
that  their  wages  would  be  $180  apiece. 
Although  Brown  is  paying  almost 
double  the  wages  of  last  year,  the 
wages  of  his  men  have  gone  down  10 
per  cent.  The  total  wage  may  soar 
higher  than  Pike's  Peak,  and  yet  the 
Individual  average  falls  into  the  bot- 
tomless pit 

Now  let  us  attack  this  column  of 
figures  paid  out  in  wages,  bring  them 
up  to  the  touchstone  6t  the  principle 
that  I  have  Just  made  clear.  When 
these  figures  were  circulated  there  was 
no  statement  as  to.  how  many  men 
these  wages  were  divided  up  with;  not 
a  word  on  that  point.  The  witness  be- 
fore us  must  be  dodging  it,  might  be 
truly  said  he  is  perjuring  himself.  I 
am  not  going  to  convict  him  Indirectly, 
I  propose  to  do  it  explicitly. 

The  census  furnished  by  the  emis- 
saries of  the  class  that  circulated  these 
figures  informs  us  that  in  1870  there 
were   2,053,966   men   employed  in   the 
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manufacturing  Industries;  the  wages 
paid  to  them,  according  to  the  above- 
named  column,  was  $775,584,343.  By 
dividing  the  total  amount  paid  by  the 
number  of  workers  we  find  the  average 
annual  wage  to  be  $377;  now  set  a 
brake  on  that.  In  the  next  decade, 
1880,  the  total  wage  was  $947,953,795, 
and  the  census  showed  2,732,595  men 
engaged,  and,  dividing  this  figure  as 
before,  we  find  the  average  wage  to  be 
$346,  or  $31  less  than  before.  This  in 
the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  total  wage 
had  risen  about  $200,000,000.  yet  the 
individual  wages  went  down  $31. 

Now  to  the  next  decade  of  1890. 
Here  we  find  the  total  wage  to  be  $1,- 
891,228,321,  and  the  census  report 
shows  4,351,535  men.  Again  dividing 
this  number  we  find  the  average  wage 
to  be  $445.  This  denotes  a  rise.  Now 
whatever  these  rises  amount  to  they 
vanish  like  the  mist  before  the  rising 
sun.  They  are  a  snare  and  a  delusion, 
in  fact,  a  cheat  that  I  will  attempt  to 
make  clear. 

Now,  after  twenty  years  of  hard  serv- 
ice which  is  not  necessary  to  explain, 
we  find  that  the  wages  of  tailors  has 
increased  $68  per  year,  or  about  19c 
per  day,  and  during  that  time  the 
other  class  progressed  to  the  modest 
amount  of  $3,228,883,529,  and  there  are 
no  four  million  of  them  to  divide  it  up 
with  either.  Now  for  the  last  decade, 
1900.  When,  according  to  the  figures 
produced,  the  total  wages  were  $2,330.- 
578,010,  and  the  the  census  shows  that 
5,541,539  men  engaged.  By  the  same 
mathematical  calculation  we  find  the 
average  wage  to  be  $439,  or  $9  less 
than  in  1890.  Now  take  notice!  The 
total  amount  of  wages  paid  had  in- 
creased by  $439,349,689,  but  the  actual 
earnings  of  the  average  worker  de- 
creased by  $9. 

Now  that  the  average  increase  in 
wages  credited  to  the  individual 
workingman  are  paper  increases,  I  will 
try  to  prove.  We  have  seen  the  wages 
decline  $9  between  1890  and  1900,  but 
we  admit  that  from  1870  to  1900  the 
wages  increased  $59  per  Individual. 
Now  if  this  could  stand  the  storm,  it 
would  only  be  a  mockery.  Is  $59  per 
individual  any  increase  for  the  class 
whose  hide  and  tallow  raised  the  total 
wealth  during  the  thirty  years'  toil  to 
the  gigantic  sum  of  $8,806,954,124? 
Now  I  am  going  to  show  you  that  that 
paltry  $59  will  dwindle  down  to  pin 
money.     The  line  of  argument  that  I 


will  now  take  up  is  but  a  subdivision 
of  that  second  test  which  I  have  been 
submitting  in  these  columns  of  wages 
paid,  and  which  has  practically 
knocked  the  props  from  under  it  This 
secondary  test  will  finish  the  job  of 
smashing.  You  saw  how  misleading, 
because  insufllclent,  were  all  com- 
parisons of  wages  paid  at  dtfFerent 
epochs,  without  a  single  simultaneous 
statement  of  the  number  of  wage-earn- 
ers alnong  whom  the  wages  were  dis- 
tributed in  the  respective  periods.  I 
shall  now  quote  to  you  how  such  com- 
parisons of  wages  paid  at  different 
epochs,  even  to  the  identical  wage- 
earner,  are  also  misleading  and  given 
with  the  intention  to  deceive,  unless 
you  consider  other  factors. 

Now  we  might  begin  the  argument 
this  way:  say  last  year  your  wages 
were  $2.00  per  day  and  this  year  they 
are  $2.50  per  day.  Now  the  fact  that 
you  are  receiving  50c  more  on  the  day 
is  no  proof  that  you  are  better  off  by 
50c  worth  of  wealth.  Let  me  help  you 
solve  that  by  going  a  little  farther  with 
it:  suppose  last  year,  when  your  wages 
were  $2.00  per  day,  the  cost  of  neces- 
saries was  $1.90  per  day,  what  would 
the  result  be?  Why,  you  would  have 
10c  above  your  wants  and  you  could 
either  put  it  in  the  banks  or  invest  it 
in  stocks  or  bonds.  But  now,  on  the 
other  hand,  your  wages  have  been  in- 
creased to  $2.50  per  day  and  the  neces- 
saries of  life  have  gone  up  to  $2.50  per 
day  also,  what  is  the  result?  Why  it 
means  if  you  get  sick  or  lose  your  Job 
you  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  world 
the  first  day.  Do  you  see  this  point? 
The  man  who  tells  you  that  your 
wages  have  gone  up  without  saying 
anything  about  how  the  cost  of  living 
is  handling  itself,  that  man  is  attempt- 
ing a  fraud  on  you.  That  is  the  case 
with  the  witness  who  is  before  us  on 
that  subject.  He  is  as  silent  as  the 
oysters  of  Oyster  Bay;  but  that  don't 
put  me  in  bad,  I  don't  need  him. 

Now  we  will  turn  our  attention  to 
statistical  columns  of  living.  Now,  how 
many  of  you  can  agree  that  the  cost  of 
living  today  is  lower  than  fifteen  years 
ago,  or  even  higher?  And  how  many 
of  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  cost 
of  living  has  gone  up  by  leaps  and 
bounds?  Now,  as  to  the  price  of  goods: 
Suppose  that  fifteen  years  ago  you  paid 
$15  dollars  for  a  suit  of  clothes  and. 
that  suit  lasted  you  two  seasons.  Now 
then,  suppose  this  year  you  buy  the 
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same  grade  of  clothins:  for  $12  and  it 
only  lasts  you  one  year,  has  your  cloth- 
ing advanced  in  price?  It  shows  that 
fifteen  years  ago  $7.50  would  furnish 
you  with  a  suit  for  a  year,  where  now 
it  takes  $12.50.  In  conclusion  of  fact, 
deterioration  of  goods  spells  increased 
price.  The  reports  of  shoddy  goods 
turned  out  of  the  factories  would  be 
incredible  were  they  not  so  well 
authenticated.  This  is  a  matter  of 
general  experience.  It  is  generally  the 
housekeeper  who  knows  these  facts 
best.  Just  ask  any  woman  fifty  years 
old  and  she  will  be  able  to  tell  you  that 
the  wearing  apparel  she  used  to  buy 
would  last  two  years,  but  now  she  has 
got  to  be  continually  mending  it  to  get 
one  year's  wear  out  of  it.  The  same 
with  the  food  stuffs.  There  is  hardly 
any  article  of  food,  and  especially  the 
food  that  the  workers  can  afford  to 
buy,  that  is  not  adulterated,  conse- 
quently that  has  not  deteriorated  in 
quality.  An  essay  of  a  few  years  ago 
claims  adulterations  are  directly  re- 
sponsible for  the  death  of  over  400,000 
infants  a  year,  and  it  traces  the  sick- 
ness and  death  of  thousands  of  adults 
to  the  same  cause.  Now  another 
authority  on  this  is  Senator  Stewart, 
who  in  the  course  of  a  speech  said: 

"I  do  not  think  the  country  has  any 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  poisons  that 
are  administered  in  the  food  that  is 
sold  and  eaten  in  this  country.  I 
think  it  is  sapping  the  foundations  of 
the  constitution  of  our  people.  If  we 
had  to  raise  soldiers  now,  as  we  did 
In  1861,  I  do  not  believe  that  through- 
out the  country  we  could  find  as  large 
a  percentage  of  young  men  fit  for  hard 
service  as  there  was  at  that  time." 

Now,  the  proof  of  the  pudding  Is  in 
the  eating.  If  the  wages  really  did  in- 
crease, and  the  cost  of  living  did  not 
increase,  food  and  clothing  did  not  de- 
teriorate, what  would  be  the  result? 
Why,  our  people  would  be  hale  and 
hearty,  and  their  lives  ought  to  be 
long,  but  today  the  masses  are  dying 
by  slow  starvation.  A  scientist  by  the 
name  of  Huxley  said:  'Today  four- 
fifths  of  our  people  die  of  slow  starva- 
tion." Now,  some  of  you  who  happen 
to  be  of  statistical  turn  of  mind,  might 
say,  why.  that's  all  rot,  a  man  or  two 
might  occasionally  die  of  starvation, 
but  hundreds  of  them,  impossible!  1 
have  seen  a  few  of  these  statistics  also. 
In  the  list  of  diseases  there  are  con- 


sumption, pneumonia,  and  a  thousand 
and  one  other  diseases,  but  I  never 
saw  starvation  entered  among  the 
causes  of  death.  People  who  hold  such 
views  are  in  serious  error.  A  man 
may  be  dying  of  slow  starvation,  and 
not  know  it.  He  may  have  his  stom- 
ach full  and  never  feel  the  gnawings 
of  hunger,  and  yet  he  may  be  dying  of 
slow  starvation.  Now,  in  winter,  if  he 
is  not  clad  warm  enough,  he  is  con- 
suming more  heat  than  his  system  can 
stand,  and  is  dying  of  slow  starvation. 
In  summer  he  may  not  be  properly 
clad;  he  is  emitting  more  heat  than 
his  system  can  stand  and  is  dying  of 
slow  atarvation.  He  may  have  his 
stomach  well  filled,  and  imagine  him- 
self well-fed,  but  if  the  matter  in  the 
stomach  is  adulterated  food,  then  the 
organisms  that  carry  the  nutrition 
from  the  stomach  and  spread  it 
throughout  the  body,  find  no  nutrition 
to  carry,  and  the  tissues  that  are  con- 
sumed are  only  partially  replaced,  that 
man  is  certainly  dying  of  slow  starva- 
tion, and  he  never  realizes  the  fact 
until  it  is  too  late.  He  becomes  ailing 
in  some  manner  or  other,  and  his  con- 
stitution is  drained  by  the  slow-starva- 
tion process,  and  is  unable  to  throw 
oft  the  distemper.  He  dies,  the  physi- 
cian sajrs  pneumonia,  but  it  really  was 
slow  starvation,  and  so  on  down  the 
line;  a  thousand  and  one  other  dis- 
eases, plentifully  bestowed  on  the 
workers  by  the  increased  wage  that 
the  capitalists  willingly  hand  us. 

Now,  don't  forget  this  fact:  it  Is  the 
dear  capitalist  that  regulates  your 
wages,  and  also  fixes  the  cost  of  your 
living.  He  also  adulterates  the  food 
which  you  must  have  to  live,  which  is 
but  another  form  of  raising  prices. 
Now,  I  am  through  with  the  witness; 
he  has  been  convicted  by  his  own  testl- 
many,  and  now  what  becomes  of  our 
worthy  opponent's  assertion?  Is  it 
not  a  matter  of  fact  that  all  the  in- 
creases of  wages  are  like  unto  a  man 
lifting  himself  up  by  his  own  boot- 
straps? or,  in  other  words,  that  the 
cost  of  necessities  has  advanced  at 
least  20  per  cent,  above  the  wage  in- 
crease. 

Now.  it  is  not  necessary,  at  this 
time,  to  say  anything  about  the  in- 
crease of  freight  rates,  but  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  record  how  they  have,  by  switch- 
ing the  classes  of  freight  from  a  lower 
to  a  higher,  increased  their  rates.    All 
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this  stuff  of  trying  to  place  or  shift 
resi^nsibility  to  shoulders  where  it 
don't  belong,  reminds  me  of  a  river  I 
once  read  of.  It  was  a  thousand  miles 
long  and  only  a  foot  deep.  In  trying 
to  do  this  shifting,  their  wails  are  col- 
umns long  and  not  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  deep.  So  far,  concerning  the 
wage  question,  the  workers  will  never 
be  satisfied  until  they  get  the  full  so- 
cial value  of  their  labor,  or.  In  other 
words,  the  time  will  never  come  when 
the  lion  and  lamb  will  He  down  to- 
gether. 

Someone  says,  well,  you  must  intend 
to  vote  the  Socialist  ticket.  I  reply 
in  the  affirmative.  Well,  he  says,  you 
are  just  going  to  throw  your  vote 
away.  Well,.  I  would  much  rather  vote 
for  something  I  wanted,  and  not  get  it, 
than  to  vote  for  something  I  didn't 
want  and  get  it.  right  away. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

L.  ROBEBTS. 


Chicago,  III. 

EorroB  SwrrcHMEN's  Joubnal: 

Chicago  Lodge  No.  199  is  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  we  are  initiating 
new  members  at  every  meeting.  We 
are  in  hope  that  we  can  bring  the  ban- 
ner back  to  Chicago  Lodge  No.  199  for 
having  the  largeot  membership.  This 
lodge  held  the  banner  at  one  time,  till 
Lodge  No.  62  or  Lodge  No.  11  stepped 
in  and  took  it  away.  I  do  not  know  at 
present  which  of  the  two  lodges  holds 
the  banner  for  the  largest  miembership. 
It  will  not  be  long  before  Chicago 
Lodge  No.  199  is  the  banner  lodge  of 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  as  we  were  a  few 
years  ago.  This  lodge  would  still  hold 
the  banner  if  it  was  not  for  the  in- 
stituting of  new  lodges.  These  new 
lodges  always  asked  Lodge  No.  199  for 
a  donation  of  some  of  our  members. 
Thus  all  Chicago  lodges  were  built  out 
of  No.  199,  with  the  exception  of  Lodge 
No.  36.  We  have  also  donated  to  Lodge 
No.  36.  Just  as  fast  as  we  take  them 
in,  we  transfer  them  to  the  different 
lodges.  I  would  advise  Lodges  No.  G2 
and  11  to  keep  their  eye  on  Lodge  No. 
199,  as  we  are  going  to  bring  the  ban- 
ner back  to  Chicago.  We  are  going  to 
strive  to  do  our  best  for  the  year  1908. 
We  are  proud  of  our  membership,  and 
what  we  have  are  all  good  workers  for 
the  S.  U.,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
we  are  on  the  Increase.     Taking  into 


consideration  the  depressed  conditions 
on  the  different  roads,  this  speaks  well 
for  Lodge  No.  199. 

I  believe  Chicago  Lodge  No.  199  has 
initiated  more  candidates  from  January 
12.  190«,  till  May  10,  1908,  than  any 
other  lodge  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  I  will 
leave  it  to  Bro.  Cassidy  to  substantiate 
my  statement.  Now,  to  make  good: 
Lodge  No.  199  has  initiated  twenty-six 
new  members,  and  also  accepted  two 
members  on  transfer  card,  making  a 
■  total  of  twenty-eifeht  new  members 
taken  in  in  nine  meetings.  We  also 
have  on  file  eighteen  applications  of 
men  working  in  the  different  yards 
who  wish  to  affiliate  with  Chicago 
Lodge  No.  199.  The  records  of  this 
lodge  will  substantiate  all  of  this. 
Everybody  is  putting  his  shoulder  to 
the  wheel  of  progress,  and  thus  mater- 
ially assisting  in  the  progress  of  this 
lodge,  realizing  that  to  succeed  you 
must  first  organize,  and  to  this  point 
we  are  putting  forth  extra  efforts  to 
bring  our  members  to  a  realization  of 
this  fact,  endeavoring  to  make  our 
forces  stronger  than  ever  before, 
making  special  efforts  to  secure  new 
recruits  in  our  already  vast  and  grow- 
ing army.  We  must  select  those  who 
have  proven  themselves  worthy  to  be 
enrolled  upon  our  roster. 

Now  a  word  in  regard  to  the  enter- 
tainment given  by  Lodges  Nos.  199, 
117.  58  and  19  at  our  lodge  hall.  May 
10th.  It  was  pronounced  a  great  suc- 
cess by  the  promotion  committees  of 
these  four  lodges  and  their  friends. 
The  entertainment  netted  these  four 
lodges  $200  clear  profit.  The  promo- 
tion committee  extends  its  thanks  to 
the  ladies,  who  donated  to  the  supper, 
and  also  for  talent  furnished  for  this 
entertainment. 

The  following  visiting  members  at- 
tended the  last  few  meetings  of  Lodge 
No.  199:  Bro.  J.  Berien  of  No.  26,  Bro. 
Harris  of  No.  16,  Bro.  Crofton  of  No. 
197.  Bro.  Rutter  of  No.  15,  Bro.  McCon- 
nell  of  No.  17,  Bros.  Debitts  and  Jen- 
kins of  No.  37,  Bros.  Hayes  and  Blake 
of  No.  58.  Bros.  Van  Vleck  and  Wesoott 
of  No.  117,  and  Bros.  Prost  and  Wilkin- 
son of  No.  58.  Visiting  members  are 
always  Invited  to  attend  the  meetings. 
Lodge  No.  199  meets  second  Sunday  at 
7:30  p.  m.  and  fourth  Sunday  at  1:30 
p.  m.,  at  151  East  Randolph  street. 
Keep  your  eye  on  Lodge  No.  199. 

J.  W.  Hemex. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


Cadillac,  Mich. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Jottbnal: 

Well,  I  stayed  on  the  back  track  last 
month,  thinking  some  of  the  other 
brothers  would  write  a  few  lines,  but 
I  see  very  plainly  they  do  not  intend 
to.  I  am  very  sorry,  brothers,  for  all 
of  you  have  as  much  time  as  I  have. 

Business  here  is  poor  at  present, 
working  short  hours,  and  I  hope  it  soon 
picks  up,  for  our  life  in  the  business 
we  are  in  does  not  afford  us  any  too 
many  luxuries  when  times  are  good. 

Now,  brothers,  it  is  up  to  the  labor- 
ing class  to  better  their  condition  this 
fall  and  nail  every  vote  you  can.  If 
some  of  you  work  as  hard  as  you  did, 
and  do  as  much  knocking  in  the  right 
direction  as  was  done  recently,  it  will 
count  more  for  a  better  cause.  Keep 
in  line  and  don't  be  so  ready  to  knock, 
for  you  may  get  a  jolt  from  the  same 
hammer  yourself  some  day.  Help  each 
other  out  and  don't  be  so  anxious  to 
down  a  brother.  If  you  can't  help  the 
order,  keep  still. 

All  the  brothers  here  are  working, 
but  the  reduction  in  hours  hit  us  pretty 
hard.  Still,  we  are  all  hoping  for 
things  to  come  our  way  in  the  near 
future,  so  stick  to  it  and  I  am  sure  the 
S.  U.  will  win  In  the  end. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  hear  of  Bro. 
Hawley's  recovery,  and  sincerely  hope 
that  his  health  will  be  O.  K.  in  the 
future. 

Now,  If  some  who  are  highly  edu- 
cated, as  you  say,  will  use  the  pen  and 
write  a  few  lines,  it  will  give  me  a 
rest  and  be  a  help,  I  am  sure.  Every 
brother  here  is  well  and  working  some 
of  the  time.  Hoping  business  picks  up 
in  the  near  future,  and  wishing  the 
a  U.  of  N.  A.  the  greatest  of  luck,  1 
will  go  to  the  house  as  my  eight  hours 
are  up.       Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

DXJTCH. 


Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  will  endeavor  through  the  columns 
of  the  Joubnal  to  let  the  brothers 
around  the  country  know  how  things 
are  in  this  part  of  Iowa. 

The  R.  I.  is  working  only  eight  en- 
gines here  now.  This  Is  only  two  less 
than  the  regular  force.  Business  is 
dull  and  no  jobs  here.    We  have  four- 


teen extra  men  on  the  board  and  the 
regular  men  are  trying  to  keep  this 
bunch  living.  No.  92  has  a  member- 
ship of  fifty  and  still  growing.  This  1 
think  is  doing  fine  considering  the  fact 
that  the  Rock  Island  is  the  only  road 
entering  here  on  which  the  Switchmen 
have  the  contract,  and  the  only  road 
paying  standard  pay. 

We  have  two  snakes  working  in  the 
C.  M.  St  P.,  and  one  man  has  an  ap- 
plication. They  work  only  two  en- 
gines. 

We  have  one  in  the  I.  C,  and  by  the 
way,  that  is  half  of  them,  as  they  only 
work  one  engine.  I  think  we  have  got 
some  of  the  N.  W.  boys  thinking  about 
standard  pay  Just  across  the  way,  be- 
cause the  contract  is  held  by  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  Get  In  line,  boys,  if  you  want 
the  money. 

Bros.  Heberling  and  Bush  paid  us  a 
short  visit  this  month  and  talked  about 
conditions  throughout  the  country. 
While  things  are  anything  but  encour- 
aging, so  far  as  business  is  concerned, 
the  switchmen  all  over  this  great  land 
ought  to  get  in  line.  Protect  what  you 
have  got  and  get  a  little  bit  more.  It 
is  not  necessary- to  say  we.  were  glad  to 
see  Bro.  Heberling,  as  he  has  been  here 
often  enough  to  know  how  he  stands 
here.  But  I  want  to  say,  Bro.  Burt, 
you  made  some  friends  in  the  Parlor 
City  and  I  can  say  you  will  always  be 
a  welcome  guest  among  the  boys  of  No. 
92,  and  you  can't  come  too  often. 

We  would  like  to  see  F.  T.  H.  again. 
The  latch-string  is  always  out  here  to 
all  in  good  standing.  But  don't  come 
here  if  you  are  not  in  line  expecting 
favors  on  what  you  have  been. 

Now  a  few  words  for  the  members  of 
No.  92:  We  have  fifty  as  good,  loyal, 
true-hearted  switchmen  as  ever  hit  a 
footboard,  but,  like  all  other  places,  we 
can't  get  them  out  to  meeting!  So 
many  of  them  think,  "Oh,  well,  I  can't 
do  any  good  if  I  go,  I  can't  talk." 
Brothers,  your  presence  is  worth  some- 
thing. Your  vote  on  all  things  in  re- 
gard to  lodge  affairs  is  counted;  get  up 
to  lodge  once  a  month  anyway.  If 
there  are  things  going  on  in  the  lodge 
that  do  not  seem  right,  it  is  your  duty 
to  get  up  to  meeting  and  make  your 
howl  so  everybody  can  hear  it.  Use 
your  influence  to  have  the  business  of 
your  lodge  conducted  as  you  think  it 
should  be,  and  If  you  can't  have  every- 
thing your  own  way,  don't  get  sore. 
Possibly  the  other  fellow's  way  is  the 
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best  of  all.  I  would  not  give  a  snap 
for  a  man  that  would  let  me  have  my 
own  way  about  everything.  Opposition 
and  competition  are  what  make  all  men 
wise.  Argument  brightens  the  mind, 
and  the  best  place  on  earth  to  have 
these  arguments  is  in  your  lodge  room. 
If  you  don't  have  things  your  way  the 
first  time,  if  you  think  you  are  right, 
try  again.  Don't  be  a  quitter;  keep  on 
coming,  that's  the  way.  The  S.  U.  got 
you  the  money  you  are  getting  today. 
They  kept  on  going  after  what  they 
thought  was  right  and  we  are  going 
again  and  then  again.  If  we  don't  get 
what  we  go  after  the  first  time,  we  will 
go  again.  Do  likewise  in  your  local 
lodge,  keep  trying  to  get  things  going 
as  you  think  they  should  and  you  will 
succeed  sooner  or  later.  Get  up  to 
meetings  and  show  your  colors.  The 
fact  that  you  wear  a  Switchman's  but- 
ton is  evidence  enough  that  you  are  a 
wise  man,  and  you  should  do  all  you 
can  to  advance  the  interest  of  this 
great  army  of  switchmen  all  over  this 
great  land  of  ours.  U^e  your  brains 
and  your  influence  where  you  can  do 
the  most  good  and  keep  it  up.  Don't 
be  a  quitter. 

Well,  Bro.  Editor,  I  guess  I  had  bet- 
ter get  into  clear  as  No.  19  is  about 
due. .         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Pbesideitt  No.  92. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  I  did  not  have  a  letter  In  the 
pink  book  last  month,  I  will  try  and 
make  good  for  this  month. 

No.  80  is  pretty  busy  Just  now,  taking 
in  new  members  right  along,  with 
plenty  of  material  yet  to  work  on.  We 
have  several  brothers  sick.  Bro.  Get- 
ten  is  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  a  very 
sick  man.  Bro.  ScoviU  has  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  several  days.  Bro. 
Kitchen  is  at  his  home,  and  is  able  to 
get  around  on  crutches.  Bro.  Koch  is 
at  St.  Mary's  Hospital  as  the  result 
of  injuries  received  by  being  knocked 
from  the  top  of  a  box  car. 

Well,  brothers,  we  are  pleased  to  see 
so  many  at  our  meetings.  It  shows 
you  are  Interested  in  what  is  going  on. 

Bro.  Cunningham  has  been  reinstated 
on  the  G.  R.  ft  I.,  ae  a  result  of  the 
good  work  done  by  their  committee. 
The  snakes  will  not  see  a  good  mem- 
ber get  the  worst  of  it  at  any  time. 


They  have  got  the  nerve  to  ask  for 
what  is  right,  and  that  is  more  than 
our  neighbors  can  eay  on  the  G.  R.  ft 
I.,  as  we  understand  they  want  him  put 
back  to  the  foot  of  the  list,  even  though 
he  is  a  double-header. 

Brothers,  election  time  is  drawing 
gradually  nearer,  so  Just  a  little  bit  on 
that  subject  The  time  to  know  where 
a  road  heads  is  before  we  take  it.  So 
when  the  time  comes  to  vote  this  fall, 
before  you  cast  your  ballot,  think  first 
if  you  are  voting  for  the  right  party, 
and  last  but  not  least,  the  party  that 
is  friendly  to  union  labor,  and  any 
brother  with  an  ounce  of  good  Judg- 
ment knows  it  is  neither  Teddy,  Taft 
nor  Bryan.  It  is  those  who  court  the 
friendship  of  the  laboring  man,  in 
order  to  get  their  votes,  and  for  no 
other  purpose.  Vote  for  the  party  that 
stands  for  equal  right  to  all  and  special 
privileges  to  none,  and  that  party  Is 
the  Socialist  party.  Throw  away  this 
idea  of  voting  the  Republican  ticket, 
or  the  Democratic  ticket,  Just  because 
our  fathers  voted  it.  Our  forefathers 
used  wooden  plows.  Tou  would  be 
laughed  at  now  if  you  used  such  a 
tool.  Don't  be  a  slave  all  your  life. 
You  have  the  power  to  make  these 
laws  in  your  very  hands,  but  don't  seem 
to  know  it.  There  never  was  a  time 
since  I  can  remember  that  there  were 
so  many  idle  men  as  there  are  today, 
and  you  are  living  under  a  Repub- 
lican administration  at  that.  Think  of 
it,  brothers,  Teddy  Roosevelt  and  his 
admirers  think  so  much  of  you  labor- 
ing men  that  they  have  got  you  tramp- 
ing from  door  to  door  or  standing  in 
the  bread-line.  There  has  been  no 
famine  or  failure  of  crops.  Why 
should  we  suffer  when  there  is  plenty 
for  all?  It  is  the  same  old  story,  starv- 
ing you  into  electing  the  man  to  of- 
fice who  stands  ready  to  trcunple  you 
under  his  feet  as  soon  as  he  gets 
elected. 

Where  Is  the  full  dinner-pail?  With 
commodities  soaring  higher  and  higher 
all  the  time,  you  cannot  earn  enough 
to  fill  the  dinner-pail  nowadays.  It  Is 
true  we  had  a  raise  in  pay  some  time 
ago,  but  the  price  of  living  has  ad- 
vanced so  much  greater  that  it  has  the 
raise  in  pay  backed  clear  off  the  board. 

Well,  brothers,  I  will  not  take  up 
too  much  space,  so  with  best  wishes,  1 
remain,     Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Uncle  Rastus. 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editob  Switchbcen's  Journal: 

After  a  rest  of  two  monthe,  I  will 
try  to  tell  the  readers  of  the  Journal 
a  little  of  No.  39. 

At  my  last  writing  I  mentioned 
about  us  holding  our  annual  dance  at 
Orient  Hall  in  East  Buffalo.  Well,  it 
was  a  success  financially  as  well  as  an 
enjoyable  affair.  The  honor  of  this 
success  is  due  to  the  conmiittee,  Bros. 
Jacob  Felger,  chairman,  B.  Steel  and 
Julius  Schultz,  assisted  by  the  worthy 
brothers,  Frank  Wilkins,  Sam  Brown, 
F.  Gackle  and  John  Griffin. 

Our  sick  brother,  E.  Press,  returned 
to  work  and  is  doing  nicely. 

Bro.  Jarrett,  who  was  off  on  his  vaca- 
tion amongst  the  mosquitos  of  New 
Jersey,  came  back  sick,  but  he  is  im- 
proving greatly,  which  shows  that  the 
climate  of  Buffalo  is  doing  him  more 
good  than  anything  else. 

Bro.  Harshbarger,  our  worthy  Third 
Vice-President,  gave  No.  39  a  freatemai 
call  and  gave  the  boys  some  good  ad- 
vice, which  I  hope  did  not  fall  on  deaf 
ears.         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

N.  Y.  C. 


Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  April  6,  '08. 

The  Lillies  Cigar  Company  which 
was  formerly  a  union  shop  at  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.,  and  manufactured  the  La 
Azora  cigar  and  used  the  blue  label 
of  the  Cigar  Makers'  International 
Union  of  America,  is  no  longer  a  union 
shop  and  Is  not  entitled  to  the  use  of 
the  union  label  of  the  Cigar  Makers' 
International  Union  of  America.  They 
have  moved  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  are 
now  conducting  a  non-union  shop. 
Fraternally  yours. 

Union  No.  208. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich. 


Wise  at  Last. 

Do  you  know  there  are  some  voters 

(Now  this  is  no  josh  or  kid) 
Who  have  never  scratched  a  ticket 

'Cause  their  fathers  never  did? 
Union  men  have  oft  been  guilty 

Of  this  error  in  the  past. 
But  their  eyes  are  being  opened. 

They  are  getting  wise  at  last. 

— Kanacts  City  Labor  Herald. 


The  Noble  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

(Some  verse  by  an  eleveip-year-old  son 

of  Bro,  Wirtz  of  Lodge  No,  189, 

Dolton,  III,) 

I  want  to  be  a  switchman 
And  wear  the  button,  too, 

For,  if  I  did  not. 
You  know  what  pa  would  do. 

He  would  not  call  me  Eddie, 

Nor  say  I  was  his  son, 
For  without  the  union  button 

No  honest  toil  is  done. 

I  expect  to  grow  up. 

Maybe  in  a  year  or  two. 
And  wear  the  Switchmen's  button 

Belonging  to  the  noble  S.  U. 

So,  boys,  let  us  all  then 
No  matter  what  work  it  be, 

To  wear  the  union  button, 
'Tis  no  disgrace  to  thee. 

So  let  us  all,  then, 

Work  hand  in  hand. 
For  this  a  free  country 

And  a  happy  land. 

Ed.  Wibtz,  Jr. 


Glance  Over  Labor's  Inventory 

Wherein  lies  the  imputed  corrup- 
tion of  trades  unionism?  It  was  per- 
tinently asked  by  Judge  Phelan  of 
Detroit: 

"Have  you  ever  known  of  a  trades 
council  or  labor  organization  corrupt 
ing  or  debauching  a  legislature  of  any 
State? 

"Have  you  ever  read  of  a  labor  or 
ganization,  no  matter  how  humble, 
corrupting  or  debauching  the  members 
of  a  common  council  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  franchise? 

"And  is  it  not  the  principal  object 
of  labor  organizations  to  secure  a  bet- 
ter wage,  such  as  will  enable  its  mem- 
bers to  leave  their  children  in  the 
schoolroom  instead  of  sending  them  to 
the  doorways  of  factories  seeking  em- 
ployment at  the  tender  age  of  four- 
teen?" 

Before  condemning  organized  labor, 
lake  a  glance  over  the  inventory  of  its 
virtues  and  benefactions. 
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THE    LADIES'   AUXILIARY 
TO    THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  enjoy  reading  the  pink  book  very 
much,  but  quite  naturally  turn  to  the 
correspondence  first  to  see  what  they 
are  doing  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
I  heartily  enjoy  the  letters,  the  only 
trouble  is  there  are  not  enough  of 
them. 

Golden  Rule  No.  17  is  doing  nicely, 
if  it  isn't  in  the  lead.  I  think  it's 
crowding  pretty  close.  If  all  the  ladies 
who  have  applications  in  would  join  us 
we  would  be  far  ahead. 

I  was  glad  to  read  in  this  month's 
issue  that  Denver  was  organizing  an 
auxiliary  to  No.  35.  I  hope  other 
places  will  do  likewise,  for  that  is 
what  we  must  have,  more  lodges  and 
nK)re  members  in  the  ones  we  have. 

The  sisters  have  been  quite  busy  the 
past  month  or  two,  making  a  silk  quilt 
for  our  flower  fund.  We  try  to  com- 
bine work  with  pleasure,  so  the  lodge 
met  at  Sister  Lonergan's  home  March 
31st  to  work  on  the  quilt.  I  am  sure 
everyone  hugely  enjoyed  the  afternoon. 
There  were  a  few  fish  and  snake  stories 
told,  and  I  think  we  will  all  agree  that 
Sister  Miller  is  our  champion  story- 
teller. We  surely  did  justice  to  the 
good  things  to  eat  which  Sister  Loner- 
gan  had  prepared  for  us. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining 
the  same  crowd  on  May  6th,  so  our 
quilt  Is  just  about  finished,  and  I  hope 
will  be  disposed  of  long  before  the  next 
Issue  of  the  Journal,  and  that  our 
flower  fund  will  be  enlarged  consider- 
ably, for  we  may  need  it,  If  reports  are 
all  true. 

Sister  Liston  has  the  sympathy  of 
the  lodge  in  the  loss  of  her  dear 
mother,  who  passed  away  the  23d  of 
April,  after  a  very  short  illness.  The 
body  was  taken  to  Centralla,  111.,  for 
interment. 

I  am  Indeed  glad  to  report  the  re- 
covery  of   Sister   Shugart's  little   son 


Mondine,  after  being  seriously  ill  so 
long. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  decided  to 
hold  open  charter  (that  is,  charge  no 

'initiation  fee)  through  the  months  of 
July  and  August,  and  we  hereby  extend 
a  cordial  invitation  to  all  the  S.  U. 
men's  wives,  daughters,  mothers  and 
sisters  to  join  our  order,  and  as  it  is 
hard  to  get  them  all  located,  as  they 
are  pretty  well  scattered  over  the  city, 
I    would    ask    anyone    contemplating 

Joining  us  to  drop  a  card  to  my  ad- 
dress, and  I  will  see  that  they  get  an 
application  card  at  once.  Now,  ladles, 
let  me  advise  you  to  take  advantage 
of  this  oCFer  and  become  a  member  of 
the  auxiliary  to  the  grand  old  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  I  see  my  letter  is  getting  long, 
so  will  close,  hoping  it  runs  around  the 
waste  basket. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  and 
their  auxiliaries,  I  am. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Clark. 
915  West  Twenty-seventh  street. 


Toledo,  Ohio. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal.: 

The  ladles  are  as  busy  as  ever  with 
their  work  in  the  order,  having  taken 
in  three  candidates  at  our  last  meet- 
ing. We  manage  to  keep  our  goat 
busy  during  these  depressing  times, 
but  all  praise  to  the  "ever  faithful 
fur." 

Thursday  evening,  May  14th,  we 
gave  a  card  party,  over  nine  hundred 
tickets  being  sold,  also  disposed  of  a 
hand^painted  plate,  which  was  donated 
by  our  worthy  Mistress  Rodgers  and 
Sister  Lockard. 

We  told  you  In  our  last  letter  how 
royally  we  entertained  on  our  anni- 
versary at  the  day  men's  meeting. 
They  became  so  loud  in  the  praises 
over  the  affair,  that  the  night  men 
felt  as  if  they  had  missed  half  their 
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lives.  So  we  entertained  them  like- 
wise  at  their  morning  meeting.  Who 
ever  heard  of  a  dance  In  th  morning? 
well,  we  had  one,  and  had  a  fine  time, 
too. 

Don't  think  that  Sunshine  Lodge 
does  nothing  but  entertain;  indeed, 
we  have  our  hard  work,  too,  but  that's 
a  good  way  to  get  acquainted,  and  get 
in  new  members  for  the  auxiliary. 

Well,  I  'want  to  save  a  little  space 
in  the  pink  book  for  others  who  don't 
write  very  often. 

Come,  come,  ladies,  wake  up!  I 
know  this  is  a  busy  time  for  the  house- 
wives, but  don't  forget  your  duty  to 
your  lodge.  Hek  Haw. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

EuiTOB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  dull  times  must  have  a  depress- 
ing effect  on  our  members,  as  there 
were  few  letters  in  the  Joubnal,  but 
it  may  be  that  housecleaning  has 
taken  up  their  time. 

We  were  shocked  to  learn  of  the 
death  of  two  of  our  members,  espe- 
cially Sister  Naughton  of  No.  10  of 
Cleveland,  as  we  felt  we  knew  her  so 
well.  She  attended  two  of  our  conven- 
tions and  endeared  herself  to  all  who 
met  her,  and  I  know  the  sisters  will 
join  with  me  in  extending  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  families  of  our  de- 
ceased sisters. 

Sister  McDonald  of  Unity  Lodge  No. 
30.  of  Staples,  will  no  doubt  be  missed 
by  the  sisters  of  her  lodge,  as  she  was 
one  of  the  workers  there;  but  this  only 
brings  home  to  us  the  fact  that  life  is 
very  uncertain  and  we  never  know 
who  will  be  called  next. 

We  feel  much  encouraged  by  the 
addition  of  two  new  lodges  to  our 
roster  during  the  past  month.  Royal 
Violet  Lodge  No.  34  was  instituted  by 
Sister  Mellen  at  Cincinnati,  April 
21st,  and  Columbine  Lodge  No.  35  was 
instituted  by  Sister  Dahl  and  Sister 
Camp  at  Denver,  April  17th.  We  wel- 
come the  new  sisters  into  our  midst, 
and  hope  to  see  their  membership 
doubled  within  a  short  time,  for  there 
is  a  good  field  for  both  lodges  to  work 
in. 

Queen  City  Lodge  is  doing  well,  as 
usual,  but  the  attendance  is  falling  off 
at  our  meetings.    Don't  mind  the  warm 


weather  that  is  coming,  sisters,  and 
remember  we  meet  the  first  and  third 
Thursdays  in  the  same  place. 

Sister  EiVa  Ryan  is  on  the  road  to 
recovery  after  a  very  serious  opera- 
tion some  three  weeks  ago.  We  hope 
to  see  this  sister  at  our  meetings  again 
soon,  but  all  are  glad  to  know  she  is 
getting  along  so  nicely. 

Our  worthy  mistress,  Sister  Sarah 
Lewis,  met  with  a  painful  accident  re- 
cently, as  she  tell  down  stairs  and  re- 
ceived a  compound  fracture  of  her 
right  arm  and  other  painful  bruises. 
But  we  hope  her  recovery  will  be 
rapid,  as  we  miss  her  at  our  meetings. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Sister 
Campbell,  as  we  understand  there  is 
an  addition  to  her  family,  another 
switchman.  Times  will  have  resumed 
their  normal  standing  by  the  time  he 
is  looking  for  a  job,  which  are  scarce 
things  just  at  present,  not  only  in  Buf- 
falo but  all  other  cities. 

The  latest  in  S.  U.  circles  now  is 
picnics,  as  we  understand  Nos.  209 
and  226  have  already  secured  dates. 
The  sisters  want  to  know  if  No.  6  is 
not  going  to  have  one,  too,  but  we 
don't  care  to  work  to  make  money  for 
some  park  owner,  so  guess  we  won't 
venture  it. 

The  editor  will  be  glad  when  I  write 
finis,  as  be  thinks  my  letters  too  long, 
so  will  take  the  siding  for  a  month  or 
two.  Tessie. 


Ckvdand,  O. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  is  a  long  time  since  you  have 
heard  from  Red's  wife  or  from  No.  10, 
but  we  are  still  living  and  doing  busi 
ness,  although  the  hard  times  have 
stopped  our  progress.  But  we  hope  to 
soon  brighten  up  a  little. 

We  have  been  cast  into  the  deepest 
gloom  owing  to  the  death  of  one  of  our 
sisters,  whom  you  all  knew  so  well, 
especially  those  who  attended  our  two 
last  conventions  will  remember  our  sis- 
ter, Rosella  Naughton.  She  was  our 
former  treasurer  from  our  organization 
until  the  first  of  this  year,  and  a  faith- 
ful attendant  at  all  meetings.  She 
leaves  four  children,  the  oldest  thir- 
teen years  and  the  youngest  three 
weeks  old.  A  couple  of  the  sisters  vis- 
ited   her    on    Wednesday    the    22d   of 
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Aprli  and  brought  her  some  flowers. 
She  was  up  and  said  she  was  feeling 
flne.  On  Saturday  the  25th  a  telephone 
message  came  to  me  saying  she  was 
dead.  What  a  shock  it  was  to  us  all. 
But  we  know  not  the  time  nor  the  hour 
when  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  so  it  is 
wise  for  us  always  to  be  ready  to  meet 
our  God,  wha  doeth  all  things  well. 

Well,  Irene,  you  have  solved  the  mys- 
tery. I  always  wondered  why  you 
were  in  before  the  rest  of  the  young 
folks  while  in  Detroit.  Now  I  know, 
but  here's  to  you:  I  extend  to  you  my 
most  happy  congratulations.  May  all 
your  troubles  be  little  ones. 

I  was  so  glad  to  hear  of  the  Toledo 
ladles  getting  along  so  well  and  was 
glad  someone  missed  the  Cleveland  la- 
dles. The  Toledo  sisters  will  remem- 
ber our  sister  Naughton,  she  went  with 
me  to  help  organize  Toledo  lodge. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  read  in  our  last 
month's  Journal  of  oui*  worthy  presi- 
dent Bro.  Hawley  being  so  111,  and  hope 
he  has  fully  recovered  and  is  his  bright 
sunny  self  again,  and  is  able  to  take 
up  his  various  duties. 

Well,  it  has  been  so  long  since  I  have 
written  for  the  Journal,  I  fear  this 
will  find  the  wastebasket.  If  not,  I 
will  come  again  and  Sister  Stang,  ditto. 
So  I  will  get  Into  clear,  as  someone 
said  it  is  bedtime. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Red's  Wife. 


Valley  Junotion»  la. 

BDrroR  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

While  alone  in  my  chamber  thinking 
of  the  dear  good  time  I  had  while  In 
Detroit  at  our  last  convention,  my 
liilnd  runs  to  many  pleasant  places,  In 
fact  there  was  nothing  but  pleasant 
thoughts,  except  the  hot  chase  of  the 
auto  race,  but  bruises  and  bumps  won't 
last  forever,  and  so  dear  sisters,  If  we 
never  meet  again  In  this  world  remem- 
ber we  will  all  hope  to  meet  at  that 
final  convention. 

You  are  all  real  busy  now,  I  know, 
as  this  is  a  very  busy  time  with  us 
housewives.  Well,  sisters  at  large,  I 
wish  some  of  you  would  drop  in  to 
visit  our  little  lodge  some  day.  We 
meet  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  of 
each  month.  We  are  small  in  number, 
but  we  have  good  times.    One  of  our 


brother  S.  U.  members  donated  us  a 
piece  of  furniture,  and  we  have  real- 
ized a  neat  little  sum  off  It,  and  now 
we  have  begun  working  for  a  new  desk 
for  our  hall,  and  if  anyone  Is  Inter- 
ested In  a  desk  Just  drop  No.  33  a  let- 
ter Inquiring  how  we  got  It,  and  we 
will  cheerfully  tell  you  the  secret.  Re- 
member, we  didn't  steal  it.  We  bought 
it. 

Well,  dear  me,  it  is  retiring  time, 
and  still  I  am  wide  awake,  but  sisters, 
I  don't  come  very  often,  so  If  I  do  stay 
until  late  don't  think  hard  of  me. 

Lodge  No.  174  Is  doing  flne,  but 
strange  to  say  there  are  so  many  single 
men  that  dare  not  help  us  much.  We 
have  In  No.  174  one  pearl  that  we  all 
wish  he  may  flnd  a  mate  that  we  may 
gain  a  member. 

Well,  you  all  know  of  a  S.  U.  man's 
wife  who  lost  her  match  at  Detroit, 
and  as  I  chance  to  be  she,  I  don't  know 
how  late  it  Is. 

Yours  In  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Lyla  Bowers. 


Salt  Uke  City,  Utah. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know 
Sego  Lily  Lodge  No.  20  is  still  alive. 

Times  are  still  dull  here,  and  I  am 
afraid  I  haven't  much  to  tell  this 
time. 

The  Radios  gave  a  card  party  on  the 
13th  of  April,  €Liid  It  was  certainly  a 
success.  We  entertained  between  150 
and  200  friends.  We  cleared  a  nice 
sum  for  the  treasury,  besides  having 
a  good  time.  The  tables  were  beauti- 
fully decorated  with  ferns  and  red 
and  white  carnations,  carrying  out 
the  lodge  colors.  Dainty  refreshments 
were  served,  and  plenty  of  them,  and 
some  left  to  give  away. 

The  ladles  owe  Mr.  OlUe  Smith  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  the  music.  Mr. 
Smith  and  his  orchestra  furnished 
music  throughout  the  evening  free.  It 
was  certainly  enjoyed  and  appreciated 
by  all.  We  are  proud  and  happy  be- 
cause we  proved  to  our  friends  what 
a  good  time  a  small  bunch  of  ladies 
could  show  them. 

I  am  happy  to  say  our  sick  are  Im- 
proving. Bro.  Charlie  Smith  reported 
for  work  the  other  morning,  with  an 
unusually  broad  smile,  and  upon   In- 
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vestigation  it  was  discovered  the  stork 
had  been  in  the  Smith  neighborhood, 
and  being  in  a  generous  frame  of  mind, 
had  left  a  dear  little  baby  girl  at  their 
home.  Mrs.  Smith  and  baby  are  doing 
nicely,  and  as  for  Bro.  Smith  he  is 
able  to  sit  up  and  take  notice.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  he  will  be  about  in  a  few 
days.  Accept  the  congratulations  of 
every  member  of  No.  20. 

It  is  also  noticeable  that  Sister 
Smith's  and  Sister  Lemon's  hats  are 
just  a  little  small  for  them,  but  it  is 
excusable  when  you  stop  to  think  they 
are  both  grandmothers  to  this  very 
interesting  young  lady. 

With  best  wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  and  L.  A.,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Viola  Charles. 


Cincinnati,  O 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Royal  Violet  Lodge  No.  34  L.  A.  to 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  was  organized  on  April 
17,  1908,  in  the  Switchmen's  Hall  by 
Sister  Kate  Mellen,  with  a  membership 
of  twenty  charter  members.  The 
brothers  of  Royal  Blue  Lodge  No.  126 
very  kindly  gave  us  the  use  of  their 
hall,  after  they  had  adjourned  their 
meeting.  They  then  waited  in  the 
dining-room  until  we  were  through 
with  our  meeting,  when  we  joined 
them  in  a  banquet  and  had  a  fine  time 
until  the  brothers  said  they  had  to  get 
a  little  hay  because  they  had  to  hit  the 
footboard  next  day. 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 
Mistress,  Mrs.  Kate  Mellen;  vice- 
mistress,  Mrs.  Lyda  Mathers;  past 
mistress,  Mrs.  Minnie  Reed;  secretary, 
Mrs.  Carrie  Quick;  chaplain,  Mrs. 
Barbara  Miller;  conductress,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Mathers;  guard,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Bresler;  board  of  directors,  Mrs.  Fan- 
nie Robinson,  Mrs.  Ida  McFadden,  Mrs. 
Pauline  Dwyer. 

Yours  In  U.,  H.  and  J.. 
Mrs.  Carrie  Quick, 

Secretary, 


Cleveland,  O. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

"Still  water  runs  deep,"  so  Toledo 
sisters,  if  you  think  we  are  dying  or 
in  need  of  spring  tonic,  Just  pay  us  a 
friendly  call  and  see  what  we  can  do. 

We  have  had  many  a  good  time  since 
you  heard  from  us.  The  last  of  our 
affairs  was  a  **hard-time  pedro  party" 
at  our  hall  in  the  Beckman.  It  proved 
a  success,  considering  the  difficult 
times  our  brothers  are  having  in  get- 
ting work. 

Death  has  entered  our  circle  and 
taken  one  of  our  members,  as  well  as 
a  wife  anij  mother.  On  April  24,  1908, 
Sister  Rosella  Naughton  was  callecfto 
the  Great  Beyond.  May  God  rest  her 
soul  in  peace.  And  to  those  sorrowing 
children  and  husband  let  me  say  we 
regret  to  lose  one  so  good,  but  give 
her  up  and  rejoice  that  she  was  so 
well  prepared  to  meet  her  Maker. 

Wishing  all  brothers  and  sisters  the 
best  of  success,  I  remain. 

Yours  In  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Bill's  Wife. 


The  greatest  enemy  of  truth  today  Is 
the  capitalist  class.  Why?  Because 
truth  will  free  the  wage-slaves. 


Labor  Must  Fight  in  the  Open. 

Some  trade  unionists  still  imagine 
that  secrecy  will  win  victories.  They 
seem  to  think  their  opponents  know 
nothing  of  their  strength  or  their  re- 
sources or  their  intentions.  The  op- 
posite is  true.  Up  to  within  a  few 
years  ago  antl-unlon  organizations 
were  in  the  dark,  when  combatting  la- 
bor. Today  the  Metal  Trade,  for  In- 
stance, is  in  touch  with  the  trade 
union  movement.  It  knows  every  move 
made.  It  knows  the  officers  and  active 
members.  And  what  is  more  import- 
ant, it  knows  the  spirit.  It  knows 
whether  a  union  is  fighting  internally, 
or  whether  the  members  are  enthusi- 
astic and  aggressive.  Mere  members- 
no  longer  alarm  an  anti-union  organi- 
zation. Divide  the  workers  is  the  first 
move.  Start  the  "poison  droppers"  at 
work.  Begin  questioning  the  motives 
of  officers.  Ask  "where  all  the  money 
goes."  Combat  assessments.  Above 
all  things,  kill  the  spirit. 

These  are  the  methods  employed. 
Hostile  employers  no  longer  fear 
"strike  talk"  in  newspapers — they  have 
men  behind  the  scenes.    The  same  prln-^ 
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ciple  will  apply  to  the  Labor  Congress. 
Don't  imagine  you  can  scare  anyone. 
If  the  delegates  don't  intend  backing 
up  their  decisions  by  deeds,  it  will  be 
quickly  known.  And  this  informa- 
tion will  be  kept  quiet.  No  one  will 
come  around  and  tell  us  we  are  "dis- 
covered." On  the  contrary,  they  will 
"string"  us  along  and  when  the  smoke 
clears  away,  the  workers  will  again  be 
at  one  another's  throats. 

Labor  must  abandon  old  tactics. 
Drop  this  secrecy.  Get  out  in  the  open, 
and  never  make  a  move  unless  you 
mean  it  The  time  for  "slipping  one 
over"  is  forever  gone,  and  the  trade 
union  official  who  advocates  old-time 
tactics  is  a  back  number. — Toledo 
Vnion  Leader. 


What  Union  Men  Get  at  the 
Hands  of  the  Old  Parties. 

The  delegates  to  last  convention 
will  remember  big  Tony  Donahue, 
delegate  from  Omaha  Lodge  No.  5. 

Well,  Bro.  Donahue  has  been  a 
staunch  and  loyal  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party  all  his  life,  in  fact,  an 
exceedingly  active  member;  so  much 
so  that  Tony  officiated  in  the  capacity 
of  chairman  of  the  County  Central 
Committee  of  his  party  in  Omaha, 
which  is  considered  an  honor  of  no 
mean  proportion  by  men  in  more 
affluent  circumstances  than  our  worthy 
Bro.  Donahue.  But  it  now  strikes  the 
editor  that  Bro.  Donahue  has  been 
used  as  a  DECOY  to  gather  union  votes 
for  the  Republican  party  in  his  lo- 
cality. 

Read  the  following  clippings  from 
Omaha  papers  and  see  if  we  are  right: 

LABOR  PAPERS  ON  TAFT. 


How    WoiTLD    "Taft    and    Post"    Do? 


(Omaha  Western  Laborer.) 

Tony  Donahue  fairly  paralyzed  the 
Republican  Congressional  convention 
last  week  when  he  stood  upon  the  floor 
of  that  gathering  and  denounced  In- 
junction Taft  and  warned  the  Repub- 
licans that  they  would  lose  the  Repub- 
lican trade  union  vote  if  they  persisted 
in  nominating  him.     Tony's  warnings 


came  like  a  thunderbolt.  The  men  in 
tliat  convention  knew  Tony  Donahue; 
that  is  why  they  were  shocked  and  that 
is  why  they  will  do  some  worrying  for 
the  next  eight  months  in  case  Taft 
should  be  nominated.  So  far  as  our 
knowledge  goes  Sam  Gompers  has 
never  editorially  opposed  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  presidential  candidate  in  the 
Americar^  Federation^  except  Taft. 
According  to  the  labor  commissioner 
of  New  York  25  per  cent,  of  the  male 
population  of  the  State  belong  to  labor 
organizations.  The  politicians  who  are 
"bulling"  the  nomination  of  Taft  are 
making  a  serious  mistake  if  they  think 
the  union  men  can  be  Jollied  into  vot- 
ing for  a  man  with  such  a  record.  If 
Taft  is  nominated  the  union  men  of  the 
country  will  beat  him.  C.  W.  Post  or 
D.  M.  Parry  are  no  more  objection- 
able to  union  men  than  is  Taft,  but 
maybe  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  will  make  Post  or  Parry  running 
mate  with  the  father  of  the  injunc- 
tion. 


What  I>onahue  Got. 


(Lincoln  Wageworker.) 

Tony  Donahue  of  Omaha  is  a  staunch 
Republican.  He  has  worked  in  season 
and  out  of  season  for  his  party's  suc- 
cess, and  no  one  ever  impugned  his 
loyalty  to  the  party  until  a  few  days 
ago. 

Tony  Donahue  is  president  of  the 
Omaha  Central  Labor  Union,  and  one 
of  the  staunchest  unionists  in  the  West. 
Indeed,  no  man  stands  higher  in  the 
regard  of  his  fello\^-workere  than 
Tony  Donahue. 

Donahue  was  a  delegate  to  the  Sec- 
ond District  Republican  convention, 
called  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  two 
delegates  to  the  Republican  national 
convention.  When  a  resolution  indors- 
ing Taft  was  introduced,  Donahue  op- 
posed it,  saying  that  as  a  unionist  he 
could  not  and  would  not  support  Taft, 
and  telling  in  plain  language  why  or- 
ganized labor  is  opposed  to  the  "in- 
junction judge." 

Then  the  machine  leaders  of  his 
party,  who  had  long  relied  on  Donahue 
to  stand  by  the  party,  suddenly  dis- 
covered that  Donahue  was  a  "labor  agi- 
tator," a  man  who  was  trying  to  "win 
something  by  playing  the  labor  game." 
and  altogether  a  man  not  to  be  trusted 
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in  the  councils  of  the  party.  The  pro- 
test of  this  staunch  Republican  and 
unionist  was  given  no  heed  whatever, 
and  the  Taft  indorsement  was  adopted 
with  only  one  dissenting  vote — that  of 
Donahue. 

It  is  stated  that  there  were  fifteen 
other  union  men  in  the  convention, 
and  every  one  of  the  fifteen  voted  for 
\  the  resolution  of  indorsement.  We  can- 
not believe  that  there  were  fifteen 
union  men  besides  Donahue.  There 
may  have  been  fifteen  men  with  union 
cards  in  their  pockets,  but  the  evi- 
dence is  plain  that  Tony  Donahue  was 
the  only  union  man  in  the  bunch. 

And  this  is  what  Donahue  got  for  all 
his  years  of  loyal  service  to  his  party 
— a  snub  and  a  lot  of  abuse  from  men 
whom  he  has  helped  time  and  again. 

Perhaps  these  men  expect  to  be  able 
to  whip  Tony  Donahue  back  into  line — 
but  they  will  not  Donahue  isn't  that 
kind  of  a  union  man.  He  is  a  union 
man  first  and  a  partisan  afterwards. 
Organized  labor  needs  about  three 
million  more  men  like  him. 


REVISION  OR  ABOLITION  OP 
U.  S.  CONSTITUTION. 


Psaim  "  23 '' 

The  politician  is  my  shepherd;  I 
shall  not  want  for  anything  during  his 
campaign.  He  leadeth  me  into  the 
saloon  for  my  vote's  sake.  He  filleth 
my  pockets  with  good  cigars,  my  cup 
of  beer  runneth  over.  He  Inqulreth 
concerning  my  family,  even  unto  the 
fourth  generation.  Yea,  though  I  walk 
through  the  mud  and  rain  to  vote  for 
him,  and  shout  myself  hoarse,  when 
he  is  elected  straightway  he  forgetteth 
me.  Although  I  meet  him  at  his  own 
house  he  knoweth  me  not.  Surely,  the 
wool  has  been  pulled  over  my  eyes  all 
the  dajrs  of  my  life,  and  I  shall  dwell 
in  the  house  of  a  chump  forever. 


Wanted. 

To  learn  the  whereabouts  of  W.  J. 
Dwyer,  supposed  to  be  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.  Mr.  Dwyer  formerly  be- 
longed to  Lodge  No.  (59.  Houston,  Tex. 
He  is  of  medium  build,  hair  streaked 
with  gray,  blue  eyes;  weight  about  175 
pounds.  The  desired  information  will 
be  thankfully  received  by  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Walker,  938  Common  Street,  New  Or- 
leans, La. 


Workmen  Disfranchised  —  Prof • 
Zuebiin  of  Chicago  University 
Unfolds  his  Ideas. 


At  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Psi 
Upsilon  Alumni  Association  of  the 
Northwest  on  the  22d  Professor 
Zuebiin  advocated  a  revolutionary  re- 
vision or  absolute  abolition  of  the 
United  States  constitution. 

His  subject  was  "The  Fundamental 
Fallacy  of  Our  Government"  He  illus- 
trated his  theory  with  criticisms  of 
American  political  conditions.  Next  to 
what  he  called  the  foolishness  of  our 
institutions,  he  viewed  with  disgust 
the  lack  of  Intelligence  of  the  elector- 
ate. In  fact,  he  declared  that  the  aver- 
age Swiss  herdsman  Is  "thousands  of 
feet  above  the  average  American  col- 
lege graduate  or  business  man  in  po- 
litical intelligence." 

"We  have  a  habit  of  proudly  apply- 
ing to  ourselves  a  phrase  about  'Gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  for  the  people 
and  by  the  people.'"  said  the  speaker. 
"We  really  think  that  It  applies  to  us. 
We  think  that  we  elect  our  presidents; 
but  we  do  not 

We  think  that  we  are  governed  by 
a  Congress  which  we  elect  In  reality 
we  elect  the  members  of  a  pleasant 
club,  which  meets  in  Washington  and 
selects  a  speaker.  Czar  is  a  modest 
and  inadequate  term  to  apply  to  Uie 
speaker  of  the  house. 

"Then  there  Is  the  Senate.  The 
Senators  will  be  soon  elected  by  popu- 
lar vote.  But  why  should  they  be 
elected  at  all?  The  Senate  is  a  sort  of 
vermiform  appendix  to  the  body  poli- 
tic. 

"In  short,  we  are  the  most  hide- 
bound, unthinking  people  that  ever 
were  so  conceited  as  to  attempt  self- 
government" 

The  professor  prophesied  the  coming 
of  woman  suffrage  and  also  declared 
that  worklngmen  are  practically  as 
much  disfranchised  as  the  women. 

Professor  Zuebiin  closed  by  telling 
his  hearers  that  the  constitution  is  an 
eighteenth  century  document,  and  by 
its  Influence  is  keeping  our  laws  in  the 
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same  century.  He  advocated  its  radi- 
cal revision  or  its  abolition  and  the 
substitution  of  an  unwritten  consti- 
tution, such  as  England's. 

If  a  labor  union  official  had  deliv- 
ered such  a  tirade  against  the  present 
system  of  government  he  would  have 
been  condemned  as  an  anarchist.  As 
it  is,  the  general  public  doesn't  give 
the  matter  the  thought  and  study  they 
should.  All  students  of  the  economic 
questions  are  now  coming  to  believe 
that  there  is  something  radically 
wrong  with  our  present  system  of  gov- 
ernment as  worked  out  by  our  "repre- 
sentatives" in  Congress.  It  has  been 
quoted  that  Speaker  Cannon,  in  one  of 
his  outbursts,  declared  that  the  "only 
thing  that  was  worse  than  one  Con- 
gressman was  two  Congressmen." 
Wonder  if  he  meant  any  reflection  on 
Payne  and  Dalzell? — The  Artisan. 


Class  Consciousness. 

President  Roosevelt  in  his  last  mes- 
sage decries  the  preaching  of  class- 
consciousness  and  brands  those  who 
are  trying  to  arouse  the  working  class 
to  a  realization  of  the  inhuman  and 
worse  than  barbarous  conditions  that 
confront  them  on  demagogues  and  mis- 
chief makers. 

Class  consciousness  is  indeed  a  vici- 
ous thing  for  Roosevelt  and  the  class 
he  represents,  who  give  dog  parties, 
monkey  dinners  and  baboon  shows  at 
Newport  to  dispel  the  dull  monotony 
that  now  and  then  surrounds  these 
lazy  idlers  in  their  epicurean  festivities 
and  bacchanalian  orgies. 

When  dass  consciousness  takes  pos- 
session of  the  workers  of  the  world, 
kings,  princes,  dukes,  earls  and  no- 
bility (?)  will  lose  their  jobs  and  with 
the  parasites  and  drones  will  have  to 
do  some  useful  work  or  starve.  This, 
indeed,  would  be  very  undesirable  for 
Teddy;  it  would  hardly  be  de-e-light- 
ful. 

Roosevelt  would  have  us  believe 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  class 
struggle  in  this  country;  the  man  in 
the  ditch  is  in  the  same  social  sphere 
with  Rockefeller,  Morgan,  et  al.  If 
Roosevelt  did  not  know  the  laboring 
men  were  a  silly  lot  of  asses,  he  would 
not  give  vent  to  such  imbecile  utter- 
ances as  he  now  and  then  injects  into 
his  messages  to  Congress. 


If  Roosevelt  had  been  living  in  the 
South  in  ante-bellum  days  he  would 
have  denounced  the  abolition  of  chat- 
tel slavery  as  vicious  and  mischievous, 
and  this  prolific,  platitudinous  penman 
would  have  stigmatized  as  demagogues 
such  noble  people  as  Garrison,  Wen- 
dell Phillips  and  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe. 

Roobevelt  is  just  what  environment 
has  made  him  and  he  couldn't  be  any- 
thing else  without  upsetting  the  laws 
of  nature.  This  is  a  piece  of  philoso- 
phy that  can't  find  lodgment  in  the 
brain  of  our  president  because  this 
philosophy  is  repugnant  to  the  petted 
and  pampered  child  of  affluence. 

We  can't  blame  Roosevelt  for  the 
stand  he  takes;  he  is  the  fruit  of  the 
tree,  the  effect  of  a  cause,  and  before 
we  can  obliterate  Roosevelt  and  the 
class  he  represents,  we  must  destroy 
the  tree,  root  and  branch.  Remove 
cause  and  with  it  goes  effect. 

Mr.  Switchman,  if  you  don't  know 
there  is  a  class  struggle  all  the  world 
around,  if  you  believe  with  Mr.  Roose- 
velt that  class  consciousness  is  mis- 
chievous, you  are  more  to  be  pitied 
than  censured.  You  ought  to  be  in  a 
home  for  mental  cripples.  Wake  up! 
Look  about  you;  become  class-con- 
scious! Organize  on  the  political  field. 
"You  have  the  world  to  gain  and  noth- 
ing to  lose  but  your  chains." 


Labor's  Crisis. 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

A  crisis,  a  momentous  crisis,  faces 
labor.  No  one  doubts  that.  The  lead- 
ers and  the  rank  and  file  agree  to  that. 

A  decision  must  be  made.  A  foolish 
act  means  ruin;  a  wise  act  means  sal- 
vation. 

What  shall  this  action  be? 

That  Is  a  question  which  every  union 
In  this  broad  land  should  be  discuss- 
ing. 

There  must  be  a  change  of  policy. 
The  old  game  won't  work.  What,  then, 
is  to  be  done? 

For  twenty  years  Samuel  Gompers 
has  said  that  politics  would  destroy  the 
unions.    What  did  he  mean  by  that? 

He  meant  that  when  the  union  lead- 
ers began  to  work  for  Democratic  or 
Republican  politicians  the  labor  move- 
ment would  be  sold  to  the  highest  bid- 
der. 
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He  meant  that  corruption  would  eat 
its  way  into  the  ranks  of  lahor. 

He  meant  that  leaders  would  desert 
their  union  brothers  for  the  sake  of 
good  fat  political  Jobs. 

He  meant  that  Tammany  would  have 
its  representatives  in  the  unions;  that 
Morgan  and  Rockefeller  would  have 
their  representatives  in  the  unions; 
and  that  organized  labor  would  be  torn 
asunder  and  slaughtered  in  a  futile 
and  corrupt  warfare  between  these 
political  forces. 

Politics  in  the  unions  meant  that 
every  corrupt  leader  could  become  rich. 
The  union  movement  would  become  the 
tail  of  a  political  machine,  and  the  or- 
ganization that  had  cost  so  much  toil 
and  anguish  and  sacrifice  to  build  up 
would  end  in  chaos  and  destruction. 

This  is  what  Samuel  Gompers  meant. 
And  he  spoke  the  truth. 

But  he  spoke  these  words  when  all 
was  smooth  sailing  for  the  unions.  To- 
day they  are  in  rough  seas,  threatened 
by  a  tempest  of  adverse  winds.  He 
begins  to  question  his  former  judg- 
ment, and  Is  on  the  point  of  revising 
his  former  decisions. 

The  dangers  ahead  are  great;  some- 
thing must  be  done. 

All  right;  something  must  be  done. 
Now,  what  is  to  be  done? 

The  question  can  be  answered  right, 
and  It  can  be  answered  wrong. 

Anything  which  divides  the  forces  of 
labor  will  be  a  wrong  answer.  Any- 
thing which  corrupts  the  leaders  of  la- 
bor will  be  a  wrong  answer.  Anything 
which  gives  fat  Jobs  to  a  few  will  be  a 
wrong  answer. 

It  Is  a  big  question  that  has  been  an- 
swered, and  answered  right  by  the 
workmen  of  nearly  every  country  of 
Europe. 

They  have  answered  it  by  adopting 
the  same  independent  action  In  poli- 
tics that  they  have  adopted  In  their 
trade  unions. 

They  have  massed  the  forces  of  labor 
In  one  mighty  and  united  party  of  la- 
bor. 

They  have  put  their  trade  union 
leaders  Into  politics.  Independent  of  all 
other  political  parties. 

A  labor  leader  who  helps  one  of  the 
old  political  parties  Is  looked  upon  as 
a  scab  and  a  traitor. 

The  workers  have  united.  They 
elected  their  own  representatives,  paid 
their  political  expenses  out  of  their 
own   funds,   and    they    control    their 


representatives  as  they  now  control 
their  trade  union  leaders.  Their  polit- 
ical organization  is  their  own,  and  to 
voice  the  wrongs  of  labor  and  to  sup- 
port the  demands  of  labor  they  have 
their  own  press,  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  workers. 

The  workers  of  Europe  are  in  poll- 
tics  good  and  strong,  and  they  will  be 
there  at  the  finish. 

There  is  no  corruption,  and  no  in- 
ter-fraternal warfare. 

The  John  Mitchells  and  the  Samuel 
Gompers  are  in  the  parliaments  of 
Europe,  not  representing  a  Tammany 
machine  or  a  Republican  oligarchy,  not 
working  underground  alongside  of  cor- 
poration attorneys,  traction  thieves  and 
trust  magnates.  They  are  In  parlia- 
ment as  the  representatives  of  the 
working  class,  hostile  to  the  old  polit- 
ical machines,  and  to  every  man  and 
every  institution  that  represents  capi- 
talist exploitation. 

A  crisis  faces  American  labor.  A 
new  policy  has  to  be  formulated.  A 
decision  has  to  be  made. 

It  can  be  made  right,  and  It  can  be 
made  wrong. 

If  It  Is  made  wrong,  the  unions  will 
be  destroyed  and  the  working  class 
crucified. 

If  It  Is  made  right.  It  will  mean  the 
unity  of  labor  Nand  the  onward  march 
toward  emancipation. 


Worth  Many  Labors. 

Lamenais. 

You  have  need  of  much  patience  and 
of  a  valor  ttat  does  not  weary,  for  it 
is  not  in  a  day  that  you  shall  prevail. 

Freedom  Is  the  bread  which  the 
peoples  must  earn  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow. 

Many  begin  early,  and  then  lose 
heart  before  they  have  come  to  the 
time  of  harvest. 

They  are  like  to  the  slothful  men  of 
puny  spirit  who,  unable  to  endure  the 
toll  of  rooting  the  weeds  from  their 
fields  as  they  spring  up,  sow  and  reap 
not,  because  they  have  let  the  good 
seed  be  choked. 

I  tell  you  there  Is  ever  a  great 
famine  In  lands  where  such  men  dwell. 

Again,  they  are  like  to  the  foolish 
men  who,  having  built  a  house  to  live 
In,  all  save  the  roof,  neglect  to  cover 
it  for  fear  of  a  little  more  fatigue. 
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Tbe  winds  and  the  rains  come,  and 
the  house  falls  down,  and  those  who 
built  it  are  buried  under  the  ruins. 

Even  though  your  hopes  have  been 
deceived,  not  only  seven  times,  but 
seventy  times  seven,  never  lose  hope. 

When  men  have  faith  therein  the 
Just  cause  always  triumphs,  and  he  can 
save  himself  who  holds  on  to  the  end. 

Say  not  it  is  suffering  many  things 
for  good  things  which  will  only  come 
afterwards. 

If  these  good  things  come  late,  if  you 
enjoy  them  but  a  brief  space,  or  even 
if  it  be  not  given  you  to  enjoy  them  at 
all,  your  children  shall  enjoy  them 
and  your  children's  children. 

They  shall  only  have  what  you  leave 
them:  consider  them,  if  you  are  fain 
to  leave  them  fetters  and  scourges  and 
hunger  as  their  heritage. 

He  who  asks  himself  of  what  good 
is  Justice,  profanes  Justice  in  his 
heart;  and  he  who  reckons  up  the 
cost  of  liberty  renounces  liberty  in  his 
heart. 

Liberty  and  Justice  shall  weigh  you 
in  the  same  balance  in  which  you  have 
weighed  them.  Learn,  then,  to  know 
their  price. 

There  are  peoples  which  have  not 
known  it,  and  never  has  misery  been 
like  unto  their  misery. 

If  upon  earth  there  be  anything 
great,  it  is  the  firm  resolve  of  a  people 
which  marches  on  without  a  moment's 
wavering  to  the  conquest  of  Its  rights, 
which  counts  neither  its  reposeless 
days  nor  its  sleepless  nights,  and 
which  says  within  itself,  **What  of 
that?  Justice  and  liberty  are  worth 
many  more  labors." 


This  Human  Problem. 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

A  large  fat  gentleman  with  a  very 
sluggish  mind  is  doing  an  amount  of 
thinking  these  days  which  almost  ex 
hausts  him. 

He  wants  to  be  President. 

A  very  active  man  with  a  very 
active  mind  Intends  that  he  shall  be 
President. 

Someone  has  said  of  the  fat  gentle- 
man that  he  has  the  courage  of  his 
master's  convictions. 

But  has  he  himself  any  convictions? 
He  is  an  eminent  Jurist,  a  suave  and 


pleasing  diplomat,  and  a  perfect  gen- 
tleman. 

He  knows  much  about  property; 
little  about  humanity. 

A  few  months  ago  someone  asked 
him  what  should  a  man  who  is  un 
employed  do  in  order  to  live.  He  had 
not  thought  of  It.  He  did  not  know. 
"God  only  knows,"  he  answered. 

Since  then  he  has  been  thinking — 
thinking  hard.  And  he  has  discov- 
ered a  solution  for  the  unemployed 
problem. 

The  other  night  someone  asked  him 
if  he  were  elected  what  he  would  do 
for  the  thousands  of  unemployed. 

He  answered  that  he  would  attempt 
to  spread  broadcast  the  information 
that  the  farmers  in  the  West  needed 
help.  He  would  try  to  bring  together 
the  supply  and  the  demand! 

Behold  the  wisdom! 

Several  hundred  thousand  men 
forced  to  be  wifeless  and  childless 
have  been  rotting  all  winter  in  the 
slums  of  our  cities  until  farm  work 
opens.  After  three  or  four  months  of 
farm  work  they  will  return  to  the 
cities  to  rot  and  ruin. 

Other  hundreds  of  thousands  are 
mechanics,  skilled  and  unskilled 
workmen,  with  wives  and  children. 
What  of  them? 

How  many  printers  and  tailors  and 
shoemakers  and  masons  and  iron  mold- 
ers  do  farmers  want? 

How  many  men  with  families  do  far- 
mers want? 

Think  again,  Mr.   Secretary. 

This  problem  involves  the  happi- 
ness, the  peace  of  mind,  the  bodies 
and  souls  of  several  million  disheart- 
ened workers. 

It  is  a  great,  sad,  problem;  almost 
as  important  as  the  Philippines  or  the 
Japanese  question,  or  more  warships. 

In  fact,  the  mpre  you  study  this 
question  the  more  you  will  find  that 
over-emiployment,  under-employment 
and  non-employment  are  the  big  cen- 
tral features  of  capitalism. 

Think  about  this  human  problem. 
It  will  be  worth  your  while,  for  in  the 
days  to  come  you  will  learn  a  good 
deal  about  this  problem  whether  you 
like  to  or  not. 


Ignorance  itself  is  a  disease,  the 
deepest,  most  treacherous  and  damn- 
ing malady  of  the  soul. 
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Debs  Hired  no  Scabs* 

The  following  clipping  from  the  Chi- 
cago Daily  Socialist,  is  self-explanar 
tory: 

A  news  item  has  been  going  the 
rounds  of  the  capitalist  press,  under 
a  Terre  Haute  (Ind.)  date  line,  to  the 
effect  that  Eugene  V.  Debs  had  em- 
ployed a  non-union  carpenter  to  mdke 
some  repairs  on  his  house,  despite  the 
protest  of  the  local  carpenters'  union. 
The  article  was  ornamented  with  the 
suggestion  that  this  was  what  always 
happened  when  a  labor  leader  got  up 
in  the  world — ^he  threw  his  old  friends 
down. 

The  item  was  clipped  out  by  the 
Daily  Bocialist  and  sent  to  Debs  at 
Girard,  Kans. 

Debs  Makes  Reply. 
The  following  is  his  reply: 

** Editor  Daily  Socialist: 

"Please  say  in  answer  to  your  in- 
quiry that  the  story  about  my  having 
employed  non-union  labor  is  a  ma- 
licious lie,  started  by  a  miserable, 
ward-heeling  politician.  It  is  fitting 
that  the  alleged  labor  papers  which 
have  picked  up  this  venomous  morsel 
are  the  deadly  enemies  of  socialism 
and  publish  on  their  first  pages,  in 
imperial  size,  and  flaunt  in  the  fat  3S 
of  their  readers  the  portrait  of  Bel- 
mont, the  union  wrecker. 

''It  is  also  fitting  that  they  should 
support  and  be  supported  by  small- 
bore capitalist  politicians  and  that 
they  should  libel  honest  men  in  order 
that  they  can  more  fulsomely  gush 
over  their  local  leaders. 

Blames'  "Miserable  Cravens.*' 

"The  miserable  cravens  who  started 
this  lie  dare  not  face  me  nor  publish 
my  letter.  When  election  day  comes 
you  will  find  them  at  the  polls  with 
the  dirty  dollars  of  the  political  bosses 
in  their  pockets,  the  price  of  their 
treason  to  labor,  and  denouncing  so- 
cialism. 

"You  are  at  liberty  to  use  this  in 
your  columns  or  in  any  other  manner 
you  may  wish.  I  appreciate  your 
kindness  in  bringing  this  matter  to 
my  attention,  and  I  thank  you  in  par- 
ticular   for   your    confidence   you    ex- 


press in  me  in  your  comment  upon 
the  incident.        Yours  always, 

"E.  V.  Debs." 
"Squibt  Poison;    Earn  Pottaoe." 

Debs  adds  in  a  postscript: 

"These  fakirs  have  to  squirt  their 
poison  at  clean  men  to  earn  their  pot- 
Uge." 


Historic  Utterances  of  Great 
Men. 

"The  public  be  damned!  I'm  not 
running  this  road  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  I'm  running  it  for  my  own 
benefit." — Cornelius  Vanderbilt  of  the 
New  York  Central  Railway. 

"The  damned  fools  don't  know  what 
is  good  for  them." — J.  Pierpont  Mor- 
gan, speaking  of  the  striking  steel 
workers,  in  September,  1901. 

"The  rights  and  interests  of  the  la- 
boring man  will  be  protected  and  cared 
for,  not  by  labor  agitators,  but  by  the 
Christian  men  to  whom  God  in  His 
Infinite  wisdom  has  given  control  of 
the  property  interests  of  the  country." 
— George  M.  Baer,  mine  owner,  during 
the  coal  strike  of  l\m. 

"I  see  no  solution  for  the  problem 
until  hunger  compels  capitulation." — 
Charles  L.  Eidlitz,  president  of  New 
York  Building  Trades  Employers'  As- 
sociation, .during  the  lockout  in  July, 
1»0<S. 

"To  hell  with  the  constitution!"— 
Major  McClelland,  commanding  the 
state  militia  (paid  by  the  Mine  Own- 
ers' Association)  during  the  Colorado 
miners'  strike  and  lockout  of  1904. 

"Habeas  corpus  be  damned!  We'll 
give  them  post-mortems  instead." — 
Adjutant  General  Sherman  Bell  of  the 
Colorado  militia,  defying  the  orders  of 
the  civil  courts. 

"What's  the  constitution  between 
friends?" — Timothy  Campbell  of  Tam- 
many Hall. 

"Men  who  object  to  what  they  style 
•government  by  injunction'  are  In 
hearty  sympathy  with  their  remote 
skin-clad  ancestors  who  lived  in  caves, 
fought  one  another  with  stone-headed 
axes  and  ate  the  mammoth  and  woolly 
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rhinoceros.  They  are  not  In  sympathy 
with  men  of  good  minds  and  good 
civic   morality." — Theodore  Roosevelt. 

"I'm  working  for  my  own  pocket  all 
the  time." — ^Richard  Croker  of  Tam- 
many Hall,  nnder  whose  regime 
Schmittenberger  became  a  power  in 
tne  police. 

"God  knows,  I  don't."— William  H. 
Taft,  at  Cooper  Union,  February,  1906, 
when  asked,  "What  is  a  man  to  ao  in  a 
financial  panic  who  is  out  of  work  and 
who  is  starving?" 

"Strike!  They  (the  American  work- 
ingmen )  have  no  Jobs  now.  We  do  not 
want  to  take  up  work  again  now.  So 
what  can  they  do?  They  will  have  to 
submit  or  they  will  starve." — ^J.  Pier- 
pont  Morgan,  February,  1908. 

"The  club  is  mightier  than  the  con- 
stitution."— Inspector  Schmittenberger 
of  the  New  York  Police  force  in  the 
police  riot  in  Union  Square  on  March 
23.    190S.—EX. 


The  Trials  of  the  Day  Watch. 

"Is  the  sporting  editor  in?" 

"Well,  not  very  far." 

"Beg  pardon?" 

"Keep  the  change." 

"Do  you  represent  him?" 

"Not  when  he's  looking." 

"Do  you  take  items?" 

"If  they're  loose." 

"If  I  give  you  a  piece  of  Important 
news  will  you  try  to  keep  it  out  of  the 
paper?" 

"There  are  eighteen  guesses  after  it 
passes  me.  Personally  I  am  kindly  dis- 
posed." 

"Well,  it's  this  way.  This  is  the  only 
paper  I  allow  to  adorn  my  home.  I 
tried  to  keep  this  secret  but  I  under- 
stant  it  has  leaked  out  some  way.  The 
other  papers  are  going  to  have  a  lot 
about  it.  I  don't  care  what  they  say, 
but  I  want  you  to  get  it  right.  I  didn't 
know  that  I  was  starting  anything  that 
called  for  newspaper  notoriety  when  I 
bought  Dingbat  Wilkes,  but  it  seems 
that  you  fellows  Insist  on  printing 
something  about  it." 

"Yes?" 

"Now  I  wish  you'd  leave  me  alone. 
I  don't  care  for  that  sort  of  thing.  It's 
got  so  a  fellow  can't  pull  off  a  quiet 


little  stunt  without  being  spread  out 
all  over.  Perhaps  that's  your  business. 
You've  got  to  put  something  in  the 
paper. 

"It  all  came  about  in  a  kind  of  an 
off-hand  way.  I  needed  a  nice  family 
horse  for  the  children.  Here's  their 
picture  taken  on  the  front  porch  of  our 
home  at  Cream  Cheese  park.  I 
wouldn't  let  it  get  out  of  my  hands  for 
the  world.  Of -course,  if  you  want  to 
print  it  I  cannot  help  it,  but  I  must  get 
it  back. 

"As  I  was  saying,  I  bought  Dingbat 
Wilkes,  record  2:16  third  heat.  Marys- 
ville,  July  22.  1903.  Keep  that  to  your- 
self, of  course,  for  I  don't  want  a  lot  of 
rubbernecks  staring  at  me  when  I  take 
him  out  on  the  speedway  at  9.3^  to- 
morrow. Please  remember  the  hour. 
Did  you  ask  me  what  I  paid  for  him?" 

"It  was  just  about  to  occur  to  me." 

"Well,  I  don't  think  it's  any  of  the 
public's  business.  I  don't  wish  to  be 
quoted  as  to  that  point,  but  you  might 
say  that  it  is  rumored  about  town  that 
the  figure  was  close  to  $10,000.  I  don't 
want  to  have  that  known,  but  if  you 
insist  on  publishing  it  I  am  utterly 
hopeless.  I  don't  like  to  give  you  this 
picture.  It's  only  a  snapshot  and  it 
doesn't  do  the  horse  justice,  and  as  for 
me,  I  should  have  had  my  fur  coat  on. 
When  you  publish  it  please  don't  tell 
the  missus  She'd  be  sore.  She  don't 
want  nothing  like  that.    Smoke?" 

"Pipe." 

"Try  this  one — three  for  a  half— only 
kind  I  smoke.  Now  I  don't  want  any- 
thing about  this  in  the  paper,  but  wh^ 
do  you  think  you'll  have  it  in?" 

"I'll  try  to  keep  it  off  the  front  page 
tomorrow,  but  I  don't  know  whether  I 
can  or  not.  Funny  about  that  around 
here." 

"That's  tough.  There's  no  use  try- 
ing to  keep  anything  away  from  you 
fellows." 

'That's  right,  but  the  life  isn't  eo 
blooming  gay  as  the  cartoonist  makes 
it  out.  Think  of  how  far  we  had  to 
travel  and  how  late  we  had  to  sit  up  to 
get  this  story  out  of  yon."— Chicago 
Tribune. 


Be  slow  to  take  offence  and  be 
slower  yet  to  give  offence;  for  it  is  a 
fact  worth  remembering  that  it  does 
not  take  half  as  long  to  make  a  wound 
as  to  heal  one. 
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A  Woman's  Mistake. 

When  a  woman  Is  married^  she  has 
to  make  the  best  of  It.  K  the  hus- 
band Is  not  quite  as  glorified  a  man  as 
he  seemed  in  the  pre-nuptial  days, 
there  is  no  help  for  it.  She  has  no 
redress — but  this  is  an  aside — she  may 
not  be  all  his  fancy  painted  her»  so 
there  are  two  of  them  in  trouble.  But 
she  will  find  so  many*  admirable  and, 
possibly,  wholly  unexpected  good  qual- 
ities as  her  acquaintance  with  him 
progresses  that  a  few  trivial  disap- 
pointments may  well  be  excused.  For, 
of  course,  no  woman  is  actually  ac- 
quainted with  any  man  until  she  has 
married  him.  Before  that  time,  he  is 
on  dress  parade  and  all  the  shabby 
spots  in  his  make-up  are  hidden  from 
sight.  Between  ourselves,  this  is  the 
case  with  the  woman^  too,  for  no  young 
woman  shows  herself  to  the  object  of 
her  affections  in  curl  papers  and 
coated  with  cold  cream.  Therefore, 
the  best  course  for  her  to  pursue  is  to 
make  the  moat  of  the  perfections  in 
her  new  possession  and  to  ignore  the 
disappointing  imperfections  that  may 
appear.  However,  the  Ignoring  should 
not  go  too  far.  for  if  it  does,  the  man 
may  miss  the  disciplining  effect  of 
marriage,  which  is  extremely  good  for 
him. 

The  woman  should  proceed  to  make 
the  most  of  herself.  She  took  consid- 
erable pains  during  the  time  when  she 
was  apparently  quiescent  waiting  for 
the  fish  to  rise  to  her  bait  She  kept 
her  hair  frizzed,  she  wore  clean,  at- 
tractive clothing,  she  controlled  her 
powers  of  speech,  she  was  attractively 
economical,  she  was  industry  itself, 
and  she  was  amusing.  Why  not  keep 
up  those  good  practices?  No  man  liv- 
ing but  is  a  trifle  cross  in  the  early 
morning.  Why  not,  then,  give  him 
the  opportunity  of  looking  at  a  pleas- 
ant face  across  the  breakfast  table, 
of  seeing  a  tidily  dressed  woman,  of 
hearing  pleasant  speech,  or  of  knowing 
that  if  silence  is  preferable,  it  is  not 
a  glum  silence,  than  which  a  tirade  is 
preferable?  Such  a  course  of  conduct 
is  recommended  as  improving  to  a 
masculine  early  morning  infirmity  of 
temper.  At  all  events,  it  is  not  ag- 
gravating. 

She  was  able,  before  her  marriage, 
to  make  evenings  so  pleasant  that  it 
was  a  remarkable  thing  if  her  young 


man*  did  not  put  in  an  appearance.  Is 
there  anything  to  hinder  her  making 
an  effort  to  keep  him  so  interested  at 
home  that  he  finds  no  temptation 
strong  enough  to  take  him  away  from 
It  in  the  evening?  A  wife  with  a  little 
effect  of  being  dressed,  a  fresh  waist, 
a  fiower  in  her  hair,  a  bow  at  her  neck 
and,  above  all,  with  an  air  of  pleased 
affection,  will  keep  a  runabout  at 
home.  And  it  is  of  a  good  deal  more 
consequence  to  her  now  than  it  was 
in  those  days  when  her  future  was  not 
settled  and  done  for.  A  lighted  lamp 
on  a  center  table,  a  pleasant  challenge 
to  a  game  of  cards  will  sometimes 
draw  and  hold  a  man.  It  may  be  sen- 
sible and  really  correct  to  wash  and 
put  away  the  dishes  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, it  may  be  right  to  get  every- 
thing ready  for  morning  by  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  but  if  the  man  is 
going  to  take  advantage  of  the  wife's 
being  at  her  work  and  slip  off  for  the 
evening,  she  will  better  pick  up  her 
dishes,  cover  them  and  leave  them  for 
morning. 

When  thinking  over  matters  matri- 
monial, it  always  seems  that  there  are 
two  sides  to  the  story  and  that  a  man 
has  his  duties  in  the  home  none  the 
less  important  than  those  of  the  wo- 
man. But  suppose  he  has;  the  per- 
formance of  them  cannot  be  enforced 
without  serious  trouble.  And  it  Is 
really  better  for  the  woman  to  put  up 
with  considerable  inconvenience  than 
to  stand  a  stickler  for, her  share,  and 
her  share  only,  of  the  matrimonial 
putting  up  with  peculiarities.  Ex- 
perience will  teach  her  that  it  pays  to 
make  the  best  of  annoyances,  to  look 
for  good  and  be  blind  to  all  else,  to 
be  cheerful  and  good-natured  and  to 
keep  herself  well  dressed,  that  is,  for 
her  circumstances  and  needs.  As  to 
making  the  man  happy,  a  spinster  of 
fifty-six  gained  a  prize  offered  by  a 
woman's  club  for  the  best  essay  on 
"How  to  Keep  a  Husband  Happy."  Her 
essay  contained  only  three  words,  but 
they  were  fraught  with  wisdom  and 
common  sense  as  well.  All  there  was 
of  it  was,  "Feed  the  brute."  So  if  the 
woman  who  sincerely  desires  to  make 
her  husband  happy  does  not  know  how 
to  cook,  she  would  better  learn  at 
once. 

A  mistake  ofttimes  fatal  is  in  neg- 
lecting to  insist  on  a  proper  financial 
basis.      No    woman    can    successfully 
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keep  a  house,  provide  food  for  her 
family,  however  small  it  may  be,  buy 
clothes  sufficient  to  make  a  respectable 
appearance,  without  knowing  to  a 
penny  the  amount  of  money  she  can 
have  to  meet  the  expenses  inevitable 
for  these  necessaries.  If  she  has  mar- 
ried a  man  who  can  earn  only  a  small 
income,  she  has  done  it  with  her  eyes 
open  and  has  no  one  but  herself  to 
blame  for  the  Inconvenience  of  pov- 
erty. But  be  the  sum  afforded  ever 
so  small,  she  must  have  It  regularly  or 
she  will  be  forced  to  the  disastrous 
alternative  of  running  in  debt.  The 
woman  who  runs  in  debt  for  her  daily 
living  cannot  expect  to  be  happy  In 
her  home  life.  By  that  Is  not  meant 
bills  which  are  kept  open  from  week 
to  week,  for  that  plan  is  often  of  ad- 
vantage— that  is  If  the  woman  has 
common  sense.  If  the  man  earns  ever 
so  small  a  sum,  a  fair  and  approxi- 
mately adequate  sum  must  be  accord- 
to  his  wife  for  the  living  expenses  and 
for  her  personal  necessities.  When 
this  matter  is  settled,  a  great  part  of 
the  causes  for  dissension  will  be  elim- 
inated. There  will  be  less  to  quarrel 
about  if  the  wife  has  her  allowance 
regularly  and  if  she  Is  able  to  keep 
herself  clean  and  tidily  dressed,  than 
If  these  things  are  left  to  chance.  If 
there  Is  a  difference  in  religious  be- 
lief, or  if  either  party  to  the  marriage 
contract  does  not  live  up  to  it,  or  Is 
flirty  and  trifling  in  association  with 
the  opposite  sex,  nothing  but  trouble 
can  be  expected,  however,  these  are 
uncommon  cases  and  require  expert 
treatment.  But  outside  of  these  cal- 
amities, getting  along  with  a  husband 
is  serious  business,  and  the  woman 
who  does  not  give  to  It  her  best  en- 
deavor makes  a  serious  mistake. 


Union  Men  Elected  in  Des  Moines 

Two  union  men  were  successful  can- 
didates in  the  recent  city  election  at 
Des  Moines,  la.,  the  first  election  under 
the  new  commission  plan  of  govern- 
ment. While  the  mayor-elect  and  a 
majority  of  the  new  commissioners  are 
old-time  politicians,  two  of  the  com- 
missioners and  the  mayor  are  said  to 
be  favorable  to  the  union  cause.  The 
defeated  candidate  for  mayor  was  an 
open  shop  advocate. 


He  Followed. 

A  nervous  commuter,  on  his  dark, 
lonely  way  home  from  the  railroad  sta- 
tion, heard  footsteps  behind  him.  He 
had  an  uncomfortable  feeling  that  he 
was  being  followed.  He  increased  his 
speed.  The  footsteps  quickened  ac- 
cordingly. The  commuter  darted  down 
a  lane.  The  footsteps  still  pursued 
him.  In  desperation  he  vaulted  over  a 
fence  and,  rushing  into  a  churchyard, 
threw  himself  panting  on  one  of  the 
graves. 

"If  he  follows  me  here,"  he  thought 
fearfully,  "there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
his  Intentions." 

The  man  behind  was  following.  He 
could  hear  him  scrambling  over  the 
fence.  Visions  of  highwaymen,  mani- 
acs, garroters.  and  the  like  flashed 
throuirh  his  brain.  Quivering  with  fear 
the  nervous  one  arose  and  faced  his 
l)ursuer. 

"What  do  you  want?"  he  demanded. 
"Wh-why  are  you  following  me?" 

"Say,"  asked  the  stranger,  mopping 
his  brow,  "do  you  always  go  home  like 
this,  or  are  you  giving  yourself  a  spe- 
cial treat  tonight?  Tm  going  up  to 
Mr.  Brown's,  Pud  the  man  lat  the  sta- 
tion told  me  to  follow  you,  as  you  lived 
next  door.  Excuse  my  asklne:  you, 
but  is  there  much  more  to  do  before  we 
get  there?" — F.vfrylody^s  Magazine. 


Seeds  from  the  Seedless. 

Mentioning  the  agricultural  depart- 
ment reminds  me  of  a  letter  received 
just  th  other  day  by  Representative 
Walter  Smith  of  Iowa.  Judge  Smith 
has  a  habit  of  referring  to  the  people 
of  his  district  as  "the  most  enlightened 
constituency  in  the  world."  and.  to  tell 
the  truth,  their  action  in  sending  the 
judge  to  congress  constitutes  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this 
boast.  But  just  the  same,  one  member 
of  this  same  constituency  slipped  a  cog 
the  other  day. 

"Dear  Judge."  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Smith.  "I  understand  the  agricultural 
flepartmeni  Is  experimenting,  and  has 
been  for  some  time,  with  a  new  variety 
of  seedless  tomato.  If  they  have 
brought  the  plant  to  perfection  and  are 
distributing  It.  please  send  me  some  of 
the  seeds." — Washington  Star. 
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What  We  Want. 

By  James  Jeffbky  Roche. 

We  are  the  hewers  and  delvers  who 

toil  for  another's  gain; 
The    common    clod,    and    the    rabble, 

stunted  of  brow  and  brain. 
What  do  we  want,  the  gleaners,  of  the 

harvest  we  have  reaped? 
What  do  we  want,  the  neuters,  of  the 

honey  we  have  heaped? 

We  want  the  drones  to  be  driven  away 

from  our  golden  hoard; 
We  want  to  share  in  the  harvest,  we 

want  to  sit  at  the  board; 
We  want  what  sword  or  suffrage  has 

never  yet  won  for  man : 
The   fruits  of  his   toil   God   promised 

when  the  curse  of  toil  began. 

Te  have  tried  the  sword  and  sceptre, 

the  cross  and  the  sacred  word. 
In  all  the  years,  and  the  kingdom  is 

not  yet  here  of  the  Lord. 
We  are  tired  of  useless  waiting;   we 

are  tired  of  fruitless  prayers. 
Soldier  and  churchman  and  lawyer — 

the  failure,  is  it  not  theirs? 

What  gain  is  it  to  the  people  that  a 

God  laid  down  his  life. 
If  twenty  centuries  after  His  world  be 

a  world  of  strife? 
If  the  serried  ranks  be  facing  each 

other  with  ruthless  eyes. 
And  steel  in  their  hands,  what  profits 

a  Saviour's  sacrifice? 

Ye  have  tried,  and  failed  to  rule  us; 
in  vain  to  direct  have  tried. 

Not  wholly  the  fault  of  the  ruler,  not 
utterly  blind  the  guide. 

Mayhap  there  needs  not  a  ruler,  may- 
hap we  can  find  the  way; 

At  least  ye  have  ruled  to  ruin;  at  least 
ye  have  led  astray. 

What   matter    if   king   or   council   or 

president  holds  the  rein. 
If  crime  and  poverty  ever  be  links  in 

the  bondman's  chain? 
What  careth  the  burden  bearer  that 

Liberty  packed  his  load, 
If  hunger  presses  behind  him  with  a 

sharp  and  ready  goad? 

There's  a  serf  whose  chains  are  of  pa- 
per, there's  a  king  with  a  parch- 
ment crown; 


There  are  robber  knights  and  brigands 
in  factory,  field  and  town. 

But  the  vassel  pays  his  tribute  to  a 
lord  of  wage  and  rent; 

And  the  baron's  toil  Is  Shylock's  with 
a  fiesh  and  blood  per  cent 

The  seamstress  bends  to  her  labor  all 
night  in  a  narrow  room; 

The  child,  defrauded  of  childhood,  tip- 
toes all  day  at  the  loom; 

The  soul  must  starve,  for  the  body  can 
barely  on  husks  be  fed; 

And  the  loaded  dice  of  the  gambler 
settles  the  price  of  bread. 

Ye  have  shorn  and  bound  the  Samson, 

and    robbed    him    of    learning's 

light; 
But  his  sluggish  brain  is  moving;  his 

sinews  have  all  their  might. 
Look  well  to  your  gates  of  Gaza,  your 

privilege,  pride  and  caste; 
The  giant  Is  blind  but  thinking,  and 

his  locks  are  growing  fast. 
— New  York  Independent. 


Socrates  on  Big  Navies. 

Socrates — I  met  Rooseveltius  this 
morning.  He  is  madder  than  hops  be- 
cause the  Senate  has  denied  him  those 
four  galleys. 

Glaucus — He  has  been  abominably 
treated. 

Polemarchus — Aye,  aye! 

Socrates — Not  at*  all.  The  two  gal- 
leys he  will  get  are  quite  enough. 

Glaucus — How  can  you  say  so,  So- 
crates? Have  we  not  insular  posses- 
sions to  protect? 

Socrates— Certalinly. 

Tharsymachus — And  our  coast  to  de- 
fend? 

Socrates — ^We  have. 

Polemarchus — Not  to  speak  of  the 
Panama  canal! 

Socrates — ^True,  all  these  must  be 
protected;  but  we  must  also  be  gov- 
erned to  some  extent  by  humanitarian 
considerations. 

Glaucus — ^You  mean  the  burden  of 
maintaining  a  big  navy? 

Socrates — ^Yes;  but  not  here.  In 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  and 
Japan.  We  could  afford  six  more  gal- 
leys, or  six  each  year,  without  reduc- 
ing any  one  in  this  great  country  to 
starvation;  but  they  couldn't  do  it  la 
those  other  countries. 
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Polemarchus — ^You  mean  that  they 
will  try  to  compete  with  us,  ship  for 
ship? 

Socrates — Is  it  not  certain  that  they 
will  try  to  do  so? 

Tharsymachus — Of  course,  so  far  as 
they  can. 

Socrates — ^Ah.  so  far  as  they  can! 

Glaucus — But  England  would  never 
let  us  overtake  her. 

Socrates — No,  not  if  she  starved  the 
king  himself  to  build  another  Dread- 
nought. 

Polemarchus — By  George,  Socrates,  I 
believe  you  are  right. 

Socrates — I  knew  you  would  say  so. 
The  simple  truth  is  that  all  the  nations 
with  big  navies  will  be  more  or  less 
governed  by  what  we  do  with  ours.  If 
we  build  a  galley  every '  minute,  they 
will  try  to  do  so.  If  we  proceed  leisure- 
ly, replacing  old  ones  with  new  ones 
now  and  then,  they  will  do  much  the 
same  thing.  I  should  say  that  the 
chance  of  war  between  any  one  of  these 
nations  and  our  own  is  remote;  but 
the  chance  that  we  would  soon  have 
Japan  reduced  to  a  spoon  of  rice  per 
diem  per  Jap  is  extremely  likely.  Let 
us  not  abuse  our  wealth,  but  permit 
the  Englishman  to  buy  shoes  for  his 
babes,  the  German  to  have  his  beer, 
and  the  Jap  to  have  all  the  rice  he  can 
eat. 

Glaucus — ^Let's. 

Socrates — I  am  very  happy  to  hear 
you  assent.  It  is  the  right  point  of 
view,  but  I  usually  share  it  alone.  Now, 
let  us  go  into  the  nickelodeon  and  see 
the  moving  pictures  of  the  Senate  fly- 
ing from  the  chamber  when  JefFer- 
floniuB  Davius  rises  to  speak. — 8t. 
Louis  Post'Deapatch. 


Butte  Unions  Win. 

For  the  past  eighteen  months  the  op- 
erators and  linemen  of  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company  of  Butte,  Mont.,  have 
been  on  strike.  During  this  period  the 
boycott  against  the  company  has  been 
complete  and  effective  notwithstanding 
the  court  injunctions  laid  upon  the 
strikers.  As  a  consequence  the  strike 
has  been  called  off  by  the  company, 
which  conceded  about  ever3rthing  de- 
manded by  the  unions,  even  to  dis- 
missing the  injunction  suits  which 
were  the  means  of  sending  several 
unionists  to  jail  for  contempt  of  oourt. 


A  Thought  for  Memorial  Day. 

By  W.  J.  GiCENT. 

On  Memorial  Day  we  commemorate 
the  heroism  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union  armies  that  fought  in  the  Amer- 
ican Civil  War.  In  every  city  and 
hamlet  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  and  in  many  places  south  of  it, 
bands  are  playing,  men  are  marching, 
gray-haired  color-bearers  are  holding 
high  the  tattered  banners  that  passed 
through  the  iron  hall  of  Antietam  and 
Gettysburg,  and  on  thousands  of  graves 
where  little  flags  are  fluttering  in  the 
fresh  May  morning,  children  are  strew- 
ing flowers. 

It  is  a  just  and  noble  tribute  we  pay 
to  the  soldiers  who  gave  up  their  lives 
for  the  unity  of  a  nation  and  the  free- 
dom of  a  race.  With  courage  and  sac- 
rifice they  fronted  the  crisis  of  their 
time,  and  fought  for  the  right  as  they 
saw  the  right.  While  courage  and  sac- 
rifice in  behalf  of  a  common  good  are 
revered,  the  memory  of  the  defenders 
of  the  Republic  cannot  pass  from  the 
consciousness  of  men. 

But  there  is  another,  and  in  some 
respects  greater,  heroism  which  ought 
also  to  be  commemorated.  That  is  the 
heroism  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Social 
Revolution.  The  enduring  battle  for 
social  freedom  is  a  struggle  of  peace, 
and  is  accompanied  by  none  of  the  pa- 
geantry of  armed  warfare.  But  it  is  a 
nobler  and  greater  struggle  than  that 
which  was  fought  with  weapons  forty- 
three  years  ago,  for  its  aim  is  the  free- 
dom and  unity,  not  merely  of  a  race  or 
a  nation,  but  of  all  mankind.  It  is  a 
battle,  for  the  most  part,  waged  by  the 
rank  and  file — a  "soldiers'  battle."  as 
was  Gettysburg — and  the  vast  majority 
of  its  heroes  sleep  in  nameless  and 
forgotten  graves.  Only  here  and  there 
is  a  great  leader  remembered. 

Are  we  less  grateful  to  those  who 
fought  for  the  enduring  good  of  man- 
kind than  to  those  who  battled  merely 
for  a  passing  issue?  Or  are  we  still  in 
the  childhood  of  the  race  and  so  moved 
by  the  pageantry  of  warfare,  by  the 
"drums  and  trampllngs"  of  great 
armies,  that  wf>  recall  with  pride  and  a 
sense  of  glory  the  deeds  of  one  band  of 
heroes,  while  we  forget  the  deeds  of 
the  other? 

Let  us  have  a  yearly  Memorial  Day 
of  our  own,  and  let  us  commemorate, 
with  music  and  tributes  of  praise,  the 
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lives  of  those  who  fought  the  good 
Aght  for  mankind.  The  first  of  May, 
the  international  holiday  of  militant 
labor,  should  be  our  day  of  solemn 
commemoration.  In  each  community 
there  should  be  services;  and  all  who 
bore  a  part  in  the  struggle  should  be 
remembered.  Our  debt  to  the  dead  and 
our  obligation  to  the  living  alike  re- 
quire of  us  this  formal  ceremony. 
What  we  owe  to  our  heroic  dead  we 
can  never  cancel:  but  in  paying  these 
tributes  to  their  heroism  we  can  fur- 
nish to  the  living  an  unfailing  source 
of  inspiration  to  carry  on  the  battle  to 
the  victorious  end. 


He  Worked  for  It. 

Some  years  ago  there  lived  in  Ar- 
kansas a  man  named  Reynolds  who 
owned  a  narrow  gauge  railroad  from 
Malvern  Junction  to  Hot  Springs.  It 
was  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
put  by  a  neat  little  fortune,  and  partly 
to  his  habit  of  wearing:  an  enormous 
diamond  shirtstud  that  he  had  won  the 
nickname  of  "Diamond  Joe." 

It  was  Diamond  Joe's  boast  that  no 
one  had  ever  stolen  a  ride  on  his  little 
25-mlle  road;  and,  not  content  with 
telling  this  to  his  friends,  he  offered  a 
reward  of  $100  and  a  suit  of  clothes  to 
the  man  who  could  do  it. 

One  clear  moonlight  night  a  man 
came  into  his  office,  dripping  from 
head  to  foot. 

"Is  this  Mr.  Reynolds?" 

"Yes,"  replied  the  owner  of  the  nar- 
row gauge,  involuntarily  glancing  out 
to  see  if  it  was  raining. 

"Well,  I've  come  for  that  suit  of 
clothes  and  the  $100.  Tve  beat  my 
way  on  your  road.  Mr.  Reynolds,  in 
the  boiler  tank  of  the  engine;  it  was 
hard  work  keepin*  my  head  above 
water,  but  I  did  it — and — here  I  am!" 
— Philadelphia  Ledger. 


Labor  Temple  for  Spokane. 

Plans  are  being  made  by  the  Struc- 
tural Building  Trades  alliance  and  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Spokane, 
Wash.,  to  erect  a  labor  temple  in  that 
city  to  cost  $75,000.  There  are  7,000 
union  men  in  Spokane,  and  by  90  per 
cent,  of  them  taking  $25  worth  of  stock 
the  amount  can  be  raised. 


Bad  Business. 

"Business"  drives  love  and  peace 
from  the  family. 

'Business"  converts  brothers  and  sis- 
ters into  bitter  enemies. 

"Business"  drags  the  family  into 
courts  of  justice. 

"Business"  causes  a  large  proportion 
of  50,000  divorces  annually. 

"Business"  is  therefore  responsible 
for  the  destruction  of  the  home. 

"Business  furthermore  causes  enor- 
mous wastes  in  litigation. 

"Business"  is  the  procuring  cause  of 
murders  and  suicides. 

"Business"  peoples  the  jails,  peniten- 
tiaries and  lunatic  asylums. 

"Business"  is  the  cause  of  corruption 
in  public  life  everywhere. 

"Business"  is  the  idolatry  of  profit, 
rent  and  interest,  and  the  class  which 
suffers  most  In  the  operation  of  "busi- 
ness" methods  is  the  working  class. 

If  the  working  class  got  its  own, 
"business"  would  be  unknown. — Metal 
Workers*  Journal. 


Convict  Labor  Costly. 

Unless  a  radical  reform  is  made  the 
experimental  convict  camp  at  the  Mes- 
kill  rock  quarry,  State  of  Washington, 
will  be  abandoned.  It  is  estimated 
that  convict  labor  costs  $2.62  a  day. 
Laborers  can  be  hired  for  less  money, 
and  three  hired  laborers  will  do  more 
work  than  five  convicts. 


The  Farmers'  Label. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
has  Indorsed  the  label  of  the  American 
Society  of  Equity,  the  organization  of 
the  farmers.  It  Is  the  desire  and  in- 
tention of  the  farmers'  organizations  to 
establish  exchanges  where  the  products 
of  the  farmer  can  be  purchased  direct 
by  the  members  of  the  organizations  of 
labor  and  friends  to  the  mutual  benefit 
of  both  the  farmers  and  the  labor  or- 
ganizations. Organized  labor  every- 
where should  co-operate  to  the  fullest 
In  this  matter. 


A  lot  of  the  "full  dinner  pall"  fellows 
are  now  glad  enough  to  strike  a  pros- 
perous garbage  can. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

South  Chicago,  111.,  May  13,  1908. 
The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed at  a  regular  meeting  of  Calumet 
Lodge  No.  15,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father  to  remove  from  our  midst 
Bro.  Dahlstedt,  a  member  of  Tri  City 
Lodge  No.  133,  who  died  April  8th; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  his  wife 
and  relatives  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  this  their  sad  hour;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Journal  for  pub- 
lication, and  one  to  the  bereaved  wife 
and  relatives,  and  also  be  spread  on 
the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 

Mrs.   F.  Kreienbaum, 
Mrs.  B.  Robinson, 
Mrs.  M.  Barrett, 

Committee. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  May  11, 1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed at  a  regular  meeting  of  Pride  of 
West  Lodge  No.  43: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro.  J.  F. 
Cogley,  who  was  killed  in  San  Bernar- 
dino on  the  27th  of  April,  1908;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Cogley 
this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  member 
and  his  relatives  a  worthy  friend; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved relatives  and  friends  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  in  their  hour  of  bereave- 
ment, and  may  the  Lord  in  His  in- 
finite wisd(Hn  ever  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  the  relatives  in  distress;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  thirty  days  and  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  sent  to  Joxtbnal 
for  publication.        J.  F.  Sbtmoxtr, 
Geo.   Debring, 
Ed.  Evens, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  M.  J.  Naugh- 
ton  Lodge  No.  10,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.,  held  Jointly  with  M.  J.  Naughton 
Lodge  No.  11,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  in   His  infinite  wisdom  to  take 


from  our  midst  our  esteemed  sister  and 
friend,  Mrs.  Rosella  Naughton,  beloved 
wife  of  Bro.  M.  L.  Naughton  of  Lodge 
No.  11;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  this  worthy 
sister  No.  10  L.  A.,  and  No.  11  S.  U.  as 
well,  have  suffered  a  great  loss  and  the 
husband  and  family  have  sustained  a 
far  greater  loss;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  No. 
10  L.  A.,  and  No.  11  S.  U.,  tender  to  the 
husband  and  children,  relatives  and 
friends  our  deepest  sympathy  in  their 
time  of  great  sorrow;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  That  as  a  further  tribute 
to  our  departed  sister  and  friend  the 
charter  of  L.  A.  No.  10  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty  days, 
that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  family,  a  copy  to  the  Journai. 
for  publication  and  a  copy  spread  on 
the  records  of  L.  A.  No.  10  and  S.  U. 
No.  11.  Delia  Galvin, 

Winifreda  Barnhart, 

Lottie  Hughes, 

W.  A.  Titus, 

J.  T.  Jot, 

P.  H.  Naughton, 

Committee, 


Cincinnati,  O..  May  20,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  at  a  joint  meet- 
ing of  Lodges  Nos.  26,  113,  123  and  214 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.: 

Whereas,  We,  the  railroad  switch- 
men of  Cincinnati,  O.,  Newport,  Cov- 
ington, and  Ludlow,  Ky.,  in  joint 
assembly  here  assembled,  do  urgently 
request  you,  our  chosen  representa- 
tive law  makers  in  United  States  Con- 
gress and  Senate — Hon.  Nicholas 
Longworth,  Congressman,  Ohio;  Hon. 
Joseph  L.  Rhinock,  Congressman, 
Ohio;  Hon.  Herman  Goebel,  Congress- 
man, Ohio;  Hon.  C.  F.  W.  Dick,  U.  S. 
Senate,  Ohio;  Hon.  J.  B.  Foraker,  U. 
S.  Senate,  Ohio;  Hon.  W.  O.  Bradley, 
U.  S.  Senate,  Kentucky;  Hon.  J.  B. 
McCreary,  U.  S.  Senate,  Kentucky — to 
work  for  the  passage  of  bill  H.  R. 
18477,  which  will  be  a  protection  to 
all  switchmen;  also  the  bill  to  regu- 
late and  limit  the  issuance  of  injunc- 
tions, known  as  Pearre  bill;  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Sherman 
Anti-Trust  law,  so  that  said  law  will 
not  apply  to  labor  unions. 

There  are  other  measures  pending 
which  we  regard  as  important  to  labor. 
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but  we  feel  especially  justified  in  urg- 
ing the  passage  of  those  mentioned  at 
this  session  of  Congress,  and  we  feel 
that  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
action  should  longer  be  deferred  by 
Congress.    Therefore,  be  it  « 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  railroad  men 
of  Cincinnati,  O.,  Newport,  Covington, 
and  Ludlow,  Ky.,  will  vote  for  the 
representatives  that  best  serve  our 
interests;    and  be  It 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  each  of  our  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  and  Senate;  a 
copy  be  sent  to  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
President  of  the  United  States;  a 
copy  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  the 
JouBNAL  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  for 
publication. 

A.  L.  Gantz,  No.  214, 
Chairman; 

J.  Blackbubn,  No,  US; 

H.  Stevens,  No.  123; 

J.  Bbesleb,  No.  26; 

Committee. 


FoBT  Scott,  Kans.,  May  19,  1908. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Fort 
Scott  Lodge  No.  65,  held  May  17th,  the 
following  resolutions  were  read  and 
adopted: 

Whereas,  The  Great  and  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  Universe  has  in  His  in- 
finite wisdom  removed  from  this 
earthly  existence  into  the  Great  Be- 
yond the  beloved  father  of  our  worthy 
and  esteemed  brothers,  G.  L.  and  C.  R. 
Swearingen;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
Lodge  No.  65  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  extend  to 
our  worthy  brothers  our  heartfelt 
S3rmpathy  in  their  sad  hour  of  bereave- 
ment as  evidence  of  our  love  and  re- 
spect for  our  brothers;  and,  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  records  of  the  meet* 
ing,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  our  Jour- 
nal for  publication. 

H.  Ward, 

G.  B.  I>E  Jean. 

J.   H.   HXJFPMAN, 

Committee. 


Father  has  called  our  worthy  Bro.  Wm. 
E.  George  to  his  final  reward;  and 

Whebeas,  In  the  sad  demise  his  wife 
and  family  have  lost  a  most  kind  and 
loving  husband  and  father,  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lived  a  respected 
and  honored  citizen  whose  death  is 
deeply  regretted;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  members  of  John 
W.  Drury  Lodge  No.  36,  S.  U.  of  N.  A,, 
in  meeting  assembled,  that  we  sincere- 
ly regret  the  death  of  Bro.  Wm.  E. 
George  and  hereby  most  respectfully 
tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  his 
widow  and  family  In  their  sad  be- 
reavement. 

Resolved,  That  In  further  testimony 
of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  we  di- 
rect that  the  charter  of  this  lodge  be 
draped  In  black  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days  and  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions  be  spread  on 
our  records,  a  copy  sent  to  the  widow 
of  our  departed  brother. 

Oft  we  tread  the  path  before  us 

With  a  weary  burdened  heart; 
Oft  we  toll  amid  the  shadows. 

And  our  fields  are  far  apart; 
But  the  Saviour's  "Come,  ye  blessed," 

All  our  labors  will  repay, 
When  we  gather  in  the  morning, 

When  the  mists  have  rolled  away. 

M.  J.  Boyle, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Wm.   H.   Langan, 
Committee. 


March  25,  1908. 
Whebeas,  Death  has  once  more  vis- 
ited   our    lodge    and    our    heavenly 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

MoLiNE,  111.,  May  15,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  want  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
for  all  the  kindness  shown  me  by  the 
members  of  Tri  City  Lodge  No.  133^  dur- 
ing the  sickness  and  death  of  my  be- 
loved husband. 

Throughout  his  long  Illness  their  in- 
terest did  not  fiag  and  the  long  days 
of  suffering  were  made  brighter  by 
their  visits,  and  when  help  was  needed 
they  gave  It  generously. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  they  did 
everything  that  kindly  hearts  could 
suggest,  and  the  beautiful  funeral  serv- 
ice and  the  fiowers  will  ever  be  a  pleas- 
ant memory.    Sincerely, 

HULDAH    DAHLSTEDT. 
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Chicago,  111.,  April  9,  1908. 
M.  J.  Boyle: 

Dear  Sir — I  hope  you  will  pardon  my 
delay  in  writing  this  letter  of  thanks 
to  the  Switchmen's  Union,  but  I  have 
had  so  much  to  attend  to,  besides  not 
being  well,  I  couldn't  get  around  to 
write  this  sooner.  We  want  to  thank 
you  and  the  brothers  of  the  Switch- 
men's Union  for  your  kindness,  and  for 
the  beautiful  floral  offering  you  sent 
our  dear  brother.  It  will  always  be  a 
sweet  thought  in  our  memories.  Thank- 
ing you  again,  we  remain. 
Very  sincerely, 

Emilt  Geobge  and  Family. 
4503  Wabash  Avenue. 


Columbus,  O.,  May  15,  1908. 
To  the  Orand  Lodge  8.  U.  of  N.  A^ 
Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  M.  R.  Welch,  Grand 
Secretary  and  Treasurer: 
Dear  Bros. — I  hereby  desire  to  ex- 
press my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Orand 
Lodge  for  the  promptness  with  which 
they  met  my  claim  for  disability. 

Wishing  the  Union  the  greatest  suc- 
cess in  the  future  and  our  local  Lodge 
No.  21  increased  prosperity,  and  that 
they  will  follow  the  good  advice  given 
by  our  Second  Vice-President,  Bro.  J. 
^.  Connors,  at  his  recent  visit  to  our 
lodge.  Hoping  we  may  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  his  entertaining  and  profitable 
calls  among  us  more  frequently,  I  re- 
main.        Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P.. 

J.  P.  Miles. 


Gband  Rapids,  Mich.,  May  10,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Kindly  accept  our  sincere  thanks  for 
the  prompt  payment  of  my  claim  of 
$1,200  for  total  disability,  and  I  wish 
to  thank  each  member  of  Lodge  No.  80 
for  their  many  acts  of  kindness  shown 
us  during  our  affliction.  We  wish  the 
S.  U.  a  very  successful  future  and  once 
more  thanking  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Union  Lodge  No.  89  for  many 
favors  shown  us. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 
Wilfred  B.  Kitchen  and  Family. 


Cleveland,  O.,  May  1,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Kindly  allow   me   space   to   extend 
my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  L.  A.  to  the 


S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  M.  J.  Naughton  Lodge 
No.  10,  for  their  kindness  extended 
me  and  my  family  in  our  late  bereave- 
ment, in  the  death  of  my  beloved  wife 
Rosella,  and  also  to  thank  them  for 
their  prompt  payment  of  the  |75  fu- 
neral expenses.  All  I  can  say  is  may 
God  prosper  the  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  in  their  good  work,  and  also  our 
noble  order,  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

M.  L.  Nauohton. 
1251  101st  street. 


I  wish  to  thank  all  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  11  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
for  the  kindness  shown  to  me  in  the 
great  sorrow  and  bereavement,  and 
for  the  beautiful  floral  tribute  which 
showed  for  itself  the  respect  that  was 
felt  for  my  loving  husband,  Harry  E. 
Hill.  I  also  thank  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  insurance, 
and  may  the  Lord  keep  this  great  sor- 
row from  each  and  every  one  of  you, 
is  the  prayer  of  a  sad  widow. 

Mrs.  Marie  Hill. 


Notice. 

Bro.  John  W.  McGuire,  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  135,  Is  requested  to  com- 
municate at  once  with  Bro.  Greorge  H. 
Herbert,  treasurer  of  Lodge  No.  135. 
Address  George  H.  Herbert,  513  East 
Thirtieth  street,  Tacoma,  Wash. 


Wanted. 

Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
Bro.  J.  W.  Wamlsby  of  Lodge  No.  198 
please  send  information  to  W.  J. 
Meckel,  treasurer  Lodge  No.  198,  1018 
Water  Street,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


There's   glory    In   being   right   and   a 

splendor  in  being  true 
That  is  greater  than  anything  else  life 

can  possibly  bring  to  you! 
For  a  man  can  fight  when  he's  right, 

and  knows  that  he  knows  that 

he  is. 
In  a  way  that  will  make  every  blow 

that  he  strikes  a  blow  to  make 

victory  his! 
The  greatest  greatness  there  is  that 

the  world  can  bring  to  you 
Is  the  glory  of  being  right,  and  the 

splendor  of  being  true! 

—American  Federationist. 
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The  Valley  of  Decision. 

I  lost  the  music  of  the  sighing  sea, 
The  lark's  wild  carol  o'er  the  per- 
fumed plain; 
Pent  in  the  city's  hive,  condemned  to 
see 
The  Toiler's  plight,  gaunt  robes  of 
grief  and  pain. 

I  wrought  where  rolls  the  city's  rest- 
less tide, 
And  from  the  human  breakers  saved 
a  crust; 
Selfish  among  the  selfish  did  abide, 
Barren   of   saving   love   or   human 
trust; 

Blind  to  the  widow's  and  the  orphan's 
plight. 
The  stench  of  avarice  going  up  to 
Heaven, 
While  wolves  of  Commerce,  throttling 
human  Right, 
Scattered  the  germs  of  Anarchy's  red 
leaven. 

i 

High-throned,  the  Queen  of  Desolation 
ruled 
With  wine  or  harlotry  the  haunts  of 
man, 
And      cunning      rogues,      politically 
schooled. 
Bartered  weak  souls  for  profits  of  her 
plan; 

While  from  the  poisoned  pool  of  Dis- 
content 
Spawned  low-browed  Crime,  and  Mur- 
der's lustful  breed. 
And  yawning  walls  of  Jail  and  Mad- 
house pent 
The  fruits  of  palsied  Law  and  empty 
Creed. 

A£Biction  purged  the  currents  of  my 
life. 
Awakened  Conscience  bade  me  search 
within. 
And   oh,   what   seeds   of  misery   and 
strife. 
Perverted    thoughts   and   individual 
sin! 

I 
The  common  lot  of  man  I  now  must 
share. 
Mind  linked  to  destiny  of  king  or 
fool; 
Vibrate    his    Joy    or    mourn    at    his 
despair — 
(Affliction  knows  no  caste  within  her 
school). 


Now,  the  travailing  of  that  human  sea, 
The  child's  wild  cry  about  the  paths 
I've  trod. 
Like  fate  of  my  own  soul  appeals  to  me. 
And  I  must  heed  that  cry,  so  help 
me  God. 
—John  Fitzpatrick  in  the  Public. 


ingersoii  on  Labor. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  lec- 
ture on  the  labor  question  delivered 
by  the  late  Robert  G.  Ingersoii  are  in- 
tensely interesting  and  furnish  much 
food  for  thought: 

"Invention  has  filled  the  world  with 
competitors,  not  only  of  laborers  but 
of  mechanics— mechanics  of  the  high- 
est skill.  Today  the  ordinary  laborer 
is,  for  the  most  part,  a  peg  in  a  wheel. 
He  works  with  the  tireless — ^he  feeds 
the  insatiable.  When  the  monster 
stops  the  man  is  out  of  employment — 
out  of  bread.  He  has  not  saved  any- 
thing. The  machine  that  he  fed,  was 
not  feeding  him,  was  not  working  for 
hiuL  The  invention  was  not  for  his 
benefit.  The  other  day  I  heard  a  man 
say  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
thousands  of  good  mechanics  to  get 
employment,  and  that  in  his  Judgment 
the  government  ought  to  furnish  work 
for  the  people;  a  few  minutes  after 
we  heard  another  say  that  he  was  sell- 
ing a  patent  for  cutting  out  clothes; 
that  one  of  the  machines  could  do  the 
work  of  twenty  tailors,  and  that  the 
week  before  he  had  sold  to  a  great 
house  in  New  York,  and  that  over 
forty  cutters  had  been  discharged.  On 
every  side  men  are  being  discharged 
and  machines  are  being  invented  to 
take  their  places.  When  the  great 
factory  shuts  down  the  workers  who 
inhabited  it  and  gave  it  life  as 
thoughts  do  the  brain,  go  away  and  it 
stands  there  like  an  empty  skull.  A 
few  workmen,  by  the  force  of  habit, 
gather  about  the  closed  doors  and 
broken  windows  and  talk  about  dis- 
tress, the  price  of  food,  and  the  com- 
ing winter.  They  are  convinced  that 
they  have  not  had  their  share  of  what 
their  labor  created;  they  feel  certain 
that  the  machines  inside  were  not 
their  friends;  they  look  at  the  man- 
sion of  the  employer  and  think  of  the 
places  where  they  live,  and  they  themr 
selves  have  saved  nothing,  nothing  but 
themselves.  The  employer  seems  to 
have   enough;    even  when  employers 
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fail,  when  they  become  bankrupt,  they 
are  far  better  off  than  the  laborers 
ever  were. 

Their  worst  is  better  than  the  toil- 
er's best.  The  capitalist  comes  for- 
ward with  the  specific.  He  tells  the 
workingman  that  he  must  be  econ<mi- 
ical — but  under  the  present  system 
economy  would  only  lessen  wages. 
Under  the  great  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand every  saving,  frugal,  self-deny- 
ing workingman  is  unconsciously  do- 
ing what  little  he  can  to  reduce  the 
compensation  of  himself  and  his  fel- 
lows. The  slaves  who  did  not  wish  to 
run  away  helped  fasten  chains  on 
those  who  did,  so  the  saving  mechanic 
is  a  certificate  that  wages  are  high 
enough.  Does  the  great  law  demand 
that  every  worker  live  on  the  least 
possible  amount  of  bread?  Is  it  his 
fate  to  work  one  day,  that  he  may  be 
able  to  get  enough  food  to  be  able  to 
work  another?  Is  that  to  be  his  only 
hope — ^that  and  death? 

"Capital  has  always  claimed,  and 
still  claims,  the  right  to  combine. 
Manufacturers  meet  and  determine 
prices  even  in  spite  of  the  great  law 
of  supply  and  demand.  Have  the  la- 
borers the  same  right  to  consult  and 
combine?  The  rich  meet  in  the  club- 
house or  in  the  parlor.  Workingmen, 
when  they  combine,  gather  in  the 
street.  All  of  the  organized  forces  of 
society  are  against  them.  Capital  has 
the  army  and  the  navy;  the  legisla- 
tive, the  judicial  and  executive  depart- 
ments. When  the  rich  combine  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  'exchanging  ideas'; 
when  the  poor  combine,  it  is  a  'con- 
spiracy.' If  they  act  in  concert,  it 
they  really  do  something,  it  is  a 
•mob';  if  they  defend  themiselves,  it  Is 
'treason.'  How  is  it  that  the  rich  con- 
trol the  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment? 

"In  this  country,  the  political  power 
is  equally  divided  among  men.  There 
are  certainly  more  poor  than  there 
are  rich.  Why  should  the  rich  con- 
trol? Why  should  not  the  laborers 
combine  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
the  executive,  legislative  and  Judicial 
departments?  Will  they  ever  find  how 
powerful  they  are?  How  are  we  to 
settle  the  unequal  contest  between 
men  and  machines?  Will  they  give 
leisure  to  the  industrious  er  will  they 
make  the  rich  poorer?  Is  man  in- 
volved in  a  general  scheme  of  things? 


Is  there  no  pity,  no  mercy?  Can  man 
become  Intelligent  enough  to  be  gen- 
erous, to  be  Just,  or  does  the  same  law 
or  fact  control  him,  as  controls  the 
animal  and  vegetable  world? 

"The  great  oak  steals  the  sunlight 
from  the  smaller  tree.  The  strong 
animal  devours  the  weak — everything 
eating  something  else — everything  at 
the  mercy  of  the  beak,  and  claw,  and 
hoof,  and  tooth— of  hand,  and  club,  or 
brain,  and  greed,  inequality,  injustice 
everywhere.  The  poor  horse  standing 
in  the  street  with  its  dray,  over- 
worked, overwhipped,  underfed,  when 
he  sees  other  horses  groomed  to  mir 
rors,  glittering  with  gold  and  silver, 
scorning  with  proud  feet  the  very 
earth,  probably  indulges  in  the  usual 
socialistic  refiections,  and  this  same, 
horse,  worn  out  and  old,  deserted  by 
his  master,  turned  into  the  dusty  road, 
leans  his  head  on  the  topmost  rail  of 
a  fence,  looks  at  donkeys  in  a  field  of 
clover,  and  feels  like  a  nihilist.  In 
the  days  of  slavery  the  strong  de- 
voured the  weak,  actually  ate  their 
fiesh.  In  spite  of  all  the  laws  that  man 
has  made;  in  spite  of  all  advances  in 
science,  the  strong,  the  cunning,  the 
heartless,  still  live  off  of  the  unfor- 
tunate and  foolish.  True  they  do  not 
eat  their  fiesh  or  drink  their  blood, 
but  they  live  on  their  labor,  on  their 
denial,  their  weariness  and  want 

'*The  poor  man  who  deforms  him- 
self by  toil,  who  labors  for  wife  and 
child  through  all  his  anxious,  barren, 
wasted  life,  who  goes  to  the  grave 
without  ever  having  one  luxury,  has 
been  the  food  of  others;  he  has  been 
devoured  by  his  fellow-men.  The  poor 
woman  living  in  the  bare  and  lonely 
room,  cheerless,  and  flreless,  sewing 
night  and  day  to  keep  starvation  from 
her  child,  is  slowly  being  devoured  by 
her  fellow-men.  When  I  take  into 
consideration  the  agony  of  civilized 
life,  the  failures,  the  poverty,  the 
anxiety,  the  tears,  the  withered  hopes, 
the  bitter  realities,  the  hunger,  crime, 
the  humiliation,  the  shame — I  am  al- 
most forced  to  say  that  cannibalism, 
after  all,  is  the  most  merciful  form  In 
which  man  has  ever  lived  upon  his 
fellow-man." 


It  wouldn't  be  all  to  the  bad  if  a  do- 
nothing  Congress  caused  the  do-nothing 
voter  to  sit  up  and  think  some  and  do 
something. — Washington  (D.  C.)  Trades 
Unionist. 
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Democracy. 

Courage  yet,  my  brother  or  my  sister! 

Keep  on — Liberty  is  to  be  subserved 
whatever  occurs; 

That  is  nothing  that  is  quelled  by  one 
or  two  failures,  or  any  number 
of  failures, 

Or  by  the  indifference  or  ingratitude  of 
the  people,  or  by  any  unfaith- 
fulness, 

Or  the  show  of  the  tushes  of  power, 
soldiers,  cannon,  penal  statutes. 

What  we  believe  in  waits  latent  forever 
through  all  the  continents. 

Invites  no  one.  promises  nothing,  sits 
in  calmness  and  light,  is  positive 
and  composed,  knows  no  discour- 
agement, 

Waiting  patiently,  waiting  its  time. 

When  liberty  goes  out  of  a  place  it  is 
not  the  first  to  go,  nor  the  sec- 
ond or  third  to  go. 

It  waits  for  all  the  rest  to  go;  it  is  the 
last. 

When  there  are  no  more  memories  of 
heroes  and  martyrs. 

And  wiien  all  life  and  all  the  souls  of 
men  and  women  are  discharged 
from  any  part  of  the  earth. 

Then  only  shall  liberty,  or  the  idea  of 
liberty,  be  discharged  from  that 
part  of  the  earth. 

And  the  infidel  come  into  full  posses- 
sion. 

—Walt  Whitman, 


Says  He  Can  Transmute  Silver 
into  24-Carat  Gold. 

Rudolph  M.  Hunter,  who  is  now  in 
Chicago,  according  to  an  interview 
printed,  has  perfected  plans  for  tho 
transmutation  of  silver  into  gold  and 
is  prepared  to  manufacture  24-carat 
gold  at  the  rate  of  $100,000,000  yearly. 
The  plant  at  which  these  vast  opera- 
tions are  contemplated  is  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  object  of  Hunter's  visit  to 
Chicago  being  to  interest  capitalists  in 
his  invention. 

"To  change  silver  into  gold  it  is  only 
necessary  to  rearrange  the  ions  and 
electrons  of  the  atoms  of  silver,**  said 
Hunter,  according  to  the  story. 

Hunter  is  said  to  be  the  inventor  of 
numerous  patents,  covering  the  trolley, 
conduit  and  electric  accumulator  sys- 
tem of  traction  now  in  use. 


To  the  Capitalist  Class. 

We  have  fed  you  all  for  a  thousand 
years, 
And  you  hail  us  still  unfed, 
Though  there's  never  a  dollar  of  all 
your  wealth 
But  marks  the  worker's  dead. 
We  have  yielded  our  best  to  give  you 
rest. 
And  you  lie  on  a  crimson  wool. 
For,  if  blood  be  the  price  of  all  your 
wealth 
Good  God,  we  ha'  paid  it  in  full. 

There's  never  a  mine  blown  skyward 
now 
But  we're  buried  alive  for  you; 
There's  never  a  wreck  drifts  shoreward 
now 
But  we  are  its  ghastly  crew. 
Go  reckon  our  dead  by  the  forges  red. 

And  the  factories  where  we  spin; 
If  blood  be  the  price  of  your  accursed 
wealth. 
Good  God,  we  ha'  paid  it  in  full. 

We  have  fed  you  all  for  a  thousand 
years, 
For  that  was  our  doom,  you  know. 
From  the  days  when  you  chained  us  in 
your  fields 
To  the  strike  of  a  week  ago. 
You  ha'  eaten  our  lives  and  our  babes 
and  wives. 
And  we're  told  it's  your  legal  share. 
But  if  blood  be  the  price  of  your  lawful 
wealth. 
Good  God,  we  ha'  bought  it  fair. 

— Rudyard  Kipling. 


Unions  Stand  for  Best 

Opponents  of  unionism  employ  some 
subtle  arguments  to  mislead  the  public 
mind  in  its  estimate  of  organized  labor. 
An  example  of  their  tactics  is  shown 
in  the  following  paragraph  from  the 
pages  of  American  Industries,  organ 
of  the  National  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation: 

"Organized  labor,  while  it  denies  the 
right  of  non-union  men  to  share  in  the 
world's  work,  maintains  that  it  is 
'labor,'  that  it  stands  for  the  laboring 
man  as  against  the  oppression  of  cap- 
ital. The  fact  that  it  is  but  a  small 
part  of  the  entire  body  of  workers  is 
ignored.  The  fact  that  unionism  is 
fundamentally  opposed  to  unorgan 
ized  labor,  because  it  is  in  direct  and 
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extremely  severe  competition  with  it, 
is  completely  ignored.  The  very  idea 
of  competition  among  laborers  is 
blotted  out,  and  the  inference  is  held 
forth  that  the  fight  is  between  labor 
as  a  whole  and  capital  as  a  whole. 
How  remote  this  is  from  the  real 
truth!  The  battle  for  unionism  is  not 
between  labor  and  capital,  but  for  or- 
ganized labor  as  against  disorganized 
competition  in  the  labor  market;  and, 
as  is  usually  the  case,  it  is  an  organ- 
ized effort  of  the  minority  to  gain  a 
competitive  advantage  over  the  dis- 
organized majority." 

Superficially  viewed  the  claim  that 
organized  labor  represents  but  a  small 
fraction  of  American  labor  and  is 
therefore  presumptuous  in  attempting 
to  legislate  for  labor  as  a  whole  is  a 
strong  one.  But  when  it  is  under- 
stood that  organized  labor  is  not  to  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  a  competitor 
of  unorganized  labor,  but  of  an  expres- 
sion of  the  best  in  labor,  the  argument 
loses  much  of  its  strength. 

Nothing  in  the  policy  of  organized 
labor  can  be  construed  as  an  effort  on 
its  part  to  compete  with  labor  un- 
organized. Its  efforts  are  not  along 
the  line  of  competition,  but  of  com- 
bination. It  does  not  seek  to  array 
laborer  against  laborer,  but  to  com- 
bine them  for  mutual  protection 
against  those  who  impose  upon  ihem. 

It  cannot  be  successfully  contra- 
dicted that  organized  labor  stands  for 
the  best  in  labor.  Organization  is  the 
genius  of  modem  progress.  It  is  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  To  organize  is  up- 
to-dateness.  This  applies  as  well  to 
labor  as  to  anything  else. 

The  question  for  the  unorganized  la- 
borer to  ask  is:  "Does  organized  la- 
bor stand  for  better  conditions  of 
labor?"  Does  it?  Does  it  stand  for 
higher  wages?  Does  it  stand  for  fair 
dealing  between  the  men  who  coil? 
Does  it  stand  for  the  things  that  make 
labor  a  blessing  rather  than  a  curse? 

Why  do  the  employers  have  such  in- 
terest in  "free"  labor?  Do  they  pay 
their  "free"  labor  better  wages  than 
the  unions  ask?  Do  they  extend  to  it 
greater  advantages  than  the  unions 
are  contending  for?  Why  are  they 
fighting  the  unions?  Is  it  because  the 
unions  are  not  contending  for  the 
best?  What  interest  prompts  them  to 
insist  on  the  so-called  "freedom"  of 
labor?    Is  it  not  that  of  the  fox  that 


advises  the  goose  to  remain  outside  of 
the  coop  at  night? 

The  best  friend  of  the  non-union 
man  is  not  the  employer  who  howls 
against  organization,  but  the  union 
man  who  seeks  the  organization  of  all 
labor! 

The  union  man  does  not  seek  to 
compete  with  the  non-unionist.  He 
has  no  desire  to  lower  his  standard, 
but  to  lift  him  up  to  a  higher  one. 
But  the  non-unionist  does  in  fact 
enter  into  a  critical  com];>etition  with 
the  unionist.  The  man  who  is  willing 
to  work  for  what  is  offered,  regardless 
of  his  best  interests  and  those  of  his 
fellow-workers,  is  ever  a  menace  to  ■ 
labor.  His  methods,  if  universally 
adopted  by  labor,  would  inevitably  re- 
sult in  only  the  lowest  standard  »f 
labor. 

There  are  some  lines  by  one  of  our 
lesson-poem  makers  that  might  stir 
the  dormant  sensibilities  of  some  of 
our  "free"  workers  If  they  should 
chance  to  read  them: 

•'When   I  behold  how  thoughtless  hu- 
mankind 
Like  sheep   are   led   into   forbidden . 

ways; 
How   ruthless   rulers   use   them   ail 
their  days 
And  mortgage  them  like  chattels,  as 

men  bind 
Dumb  brutes  for  pawn  and  pledges; 
when,  resigned 
To  such  dull  slavery,  they  shout  the 

praise 
Of  chiefs  who  buy  and  sell   them, 
in  amaze 
I  lift  my  voice  and  cry,  *Oh,  fools,  the 
blind!' 
God    give    us    men    of    independent 
worth 
Who    dare    to    take    an    independent 
stand, 
Both  to  assert  their  manhood  and 
their  birth. 
And    to    redeem    a    wealth-corrupted 
land! 
These  are  tae  salt  and  savor  of  the 
earth, 
A  mighty  and  imperishable  band." 
—The  Citizen,  Los  Angeles, 


The  boughs  that  bear  must  hang  low- 
est. 

Jealousy  is  born  with  love,  but  does 
not  always  die  with  It. 
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Communing  With  Nature. 

[Bt  Request  of  J.  A.  Hughes,  Lodge 
No.  11.  S.  U.  OF  N.  A.] 

I  do  not  pray  Thee  hold  me,  Lord, 
Secure  from  grief  and  tears; 

I  do  not  ask  a  leading  hand 
To  guide  me  through  the  years; 

I  do  not  ask  that  I  be  spared 
From  wearing  want  or  woe; 

Nor  yet  that  friendship  lift  a  torch 
To  light  the  path  I  go. 

I  do  not  pray  exempt  me  from 

The  burden  of  my  kind, 
Nor  yet  that  I  shall  leave  the  cross 

Thou  gayest  me  behind. 

I  do  not  pray  that  I  be  spared 
The  sorrows  life  doth  send; 

But  help  me,  Lord,  to  lift  my  cross 
And  bear  It  to  the  end. 

I  do  not  ask  that  Joy  divine 

Shall  shine  upon  my  way; 
But  give  my  human  heart  the  strength 

To  reach  the  perfect  day. 

While  on  my  visit  through  the 
South,  one  day  last  March,  I  had  a 
quiet  stroll  through  the  forest,  among 
the  beautiful  highlands  of  Tennessee. 
All  through  the  gorges  the  red  bud, 
the  dogwood,  and  the  maple  were  put- 
ting out  their  tander  buds,  and  on  the 
higher  slopes  the  red  oak,  last  of  all 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  spring,  was 
shedding  the  last  of  her  crispy  brown 
leaves.  Along  the  "branch"  leading 
down  to  the  spring,  hidden  in  a  deep, 
dark  cup  of  the  hills,  the  willows  were 
wearing  a  delicate  new  dress  of  quiv- 
ering green.  In  the  old  grey  comers 
of  the  fence  the  violets  were  begin- 
ning to  show  the  dull  green  of  their 
leaves,  half-hidden  by  the  drifted  win- 
ter foliage  of  shrub,  and  bush,  and 
plant. 

A  gentle  quiet  lay  upon  the  hills, 
and  rested  on  the  valley  down  through 
the  gorge,  that  we  have  learned  to 
know  by  the  name  of  "Sleepy  Hol- 
low"; the  little  village  church  of  the 
old-time  Baptists  stood  nodding  in  the 
sun.  Dreamy,  and  sweet,  and  safe, 
and  beautiful  the  world  seemed.  The 
fret  and  friction  of  life  far  off,  and 
out  of  range  of  heart  and  soul  and 
overburdened  body.  How  good  it 
seemed;    how  sweetly,  safely  good.    A 


little  time-greyed  gate  beyond  the  foot- 
bridge told  of  the  passing  of  time;  and 
a  little  greening  path  leading  over  a 
stile  told  of  departed  feet  that  used 
some  time  to  patter  down  the  slim 
path's  trail  to  a  little  forsaken  house 
set  in  a  tangle  of  vines,  and  leaf,  and 
shrubs  under  the  eaves;  in  a  honey- 
suckle bush  a  twitter  of  young  birds 
told  of  the  new  life  that  marks  all 
God's  work;  and  the  creeping  upward 
of  tiny,  greening  tendrils  around  the 
leaf-hung  porch  told  of  the  aspiration 
of  those  souls  in  which  the  Master  has 
set  the  seed  that  struggles  upward  to 
the  light.  To  forbid  the  vines  to  climb 
would  be  to  waste  their  meaning  in 
groveling  on  the  ground,  hindering 
the  more  hardy  bush,  and  working 
their  own  ruin  as  well  as  that  of  the 
shrub.  But  the  thing  most  plain,  most 
dumbly  voiceful,  was  the  peace,  the 
exquisite  rest  that  lay  upon  the  world 
below  the  cabin  on  the  hill;  not  an 
inharmonious  note  to  ruffle  the  ripples 
of  the  world's  peace;  not  a  breath  of 
aught  save  the  exquisite  peace  of  na- 
ture. 

It  is  good  to  get  into  the  woods 
some  time;  good  to  let  slip  the  mantle 
of  care  and  the  mask  of  pretense,  to 
stand  face  to  face  with  self,  and  be 
alone  in  the  world  for  a  single  hour, 
to  see  things  clearly;  to  think  what 
one  would  do  if  in  reality  there  existed 
no  other  human  being  in  the  universe; 
to  think  what  one  would  do  with  such 
and  such  a  weight  lifted  from  the 
heart — the  burden  of  regret,  the 
weight  of  poverty,  the  mountain  of 
care,  and  the  bitterness  of  fear  of  the 
future.  To  let  it  all  go,  for  one  blessed 
healing  moment,  while  we  rest  with 
the  kindly  earth  which  at  last  must 
receive  us  into  the  quiet  of  her  friendly 
bosom.  To  be  alone,  and  not  afraid, 
alone  and  not  anxious,  alone  and  not 
alone,  the  spirit  of  the  hills  about  us. 
It  is  worth  all  the  pro  sic  of  all  the 
physicians  in  the  world.  The  physi- 
cian himself  will  tell  you  it  is  so. 


Taf t*s  Army  Policy. 

How  would  you  like  to  see  the 
United  States  army  number  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  men?  Wouldn't  you 
"roar"  if  a  bill  making  this  possible 
was  presented  at  Washington?  But 
our  "rulers"  don't  do  things  that  way. 
Trade  unionists,  as  a  rule,  don't  look 
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ahead  five  or  six  years,  and  because 
they  dou't  they  think  no  one  else 
does.  Trade  unionists  want  every- 
thing right  at  this  moment,  but  Secre- 
tary Taft,  as  an  advocate  of  a  quarter- 
million  army  Is  patient.  He  Is  unwill- 
ing to  alarm  people. 

Just  to  show  his  plans,  we  quote 
from  his  speech,  delivered  in  Colum- 
bus, April  3,  1908:, 

"In  the  course  of  five  or  six  years 
we  may  count  on  having  a  well  dis- 
ciplined force  so  that  we  may  be  able 
to  put  in  the  field  an  army  of 
200,000  men.  This  Is  not  enough. 
Congress,  however,  shows  a  willing- 
ness to  co-operate,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  we  will  soon  have  a  regular  army 
and  a  reserve  citizen  soldiery  suffi- 
cient to  put  into  the  field  250,000  men, 
capable  of  carrying  on  war  with  effi 
ciency  and  coirage." 

And  this  'n  America — the  home  of 
"true  democracy." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  scheme 
will  not  be  "bulled  through,"  lest  the 
country  bec9me  alarmed  at  the  awful 
expense  propjied. 

It  will  be  well  to  continue  the 
present  game  of  "hollering"  for  uni- 
versal peace,  as  we  build  the  world's 
greatest  navy  and  can  match  the 
armies  of  European  monarchies. — 
Toledo  Union  Leader. 


Taft's  Military  Policy. 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  and  candi- 
date for  the  Republican  nomination 
for  the  Presidency,  declares  we  shall 
have  war  between  labor  and  capital. 
He  thinks  a  great  army  is  needed  to 
protect  capital  from  the  wrath  of  the 
toilers. 

The  other  day  he  got  through  an 
appropriation  for  a  hundred  millions 
to  build  up  a  great  professional  army. 

Things  look  bad  to  him.  Millions 
are  in  poverty;  the  unemployed  are 
restless:  the  unions  are  on  the  point 
of  a  great  political  revolt  Working 
men  may  grow  more  desperate;  they 
may  even  be  driven  to  Insurrection. 

Evidently  it  appears  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  their  government  must  be 
prepared  with  men  and  guns  to  shoot 
them  down. 

This  is  a  cheerful  prospect.  It  illus- 
trates more  clearly  than  all  the  books 


and  pamphlets  in  the  universe  how 
near  we  are  to  despotism. 

It  illustrates  with  what  contempt  a 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  looks 
upon  tht^  people.  On  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion, when  he  will  need  the  votes  of 
millions  of  working  men,  he  dares  to 
put  forward  a  military  policy  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  the  people  do^n  by 
force.  In  Germany  a  hundred  million 
is  spent  each  year  to  provide  pensions 
for  the  aged,  the  sick,  the  cri'^'^led  and 
maimed.  Here  not  a  cent  is  voted, 
either  to  provide  work  for  the  unem- 
ployed millions  or  to  provide  pensions 
for  our  industrial  outcasts. 

The  people's  money  is  not  to  be  used 
for  the  people  but  against  the  people. 

The  wealth  produced  by  the  toilers 
is  to  be  spent  upon  an  army  to  protect 
the  capitalists. 

But  the  Secretary  is  wrong.  We  are 
not  going  to  have  civil  war  or  insur- 
rection. The  people  are  suffering,  but 
they  have  not  entirely  lost  their  senses. 

Even  at  the  next  election  they  may 
answer  these  monstrous  acts,  not  by 
stones  and  clubs  against  guns  and  can- 
non, but  by  .the  ballots  of  the  many 
against  the  ballots  of  the  few. 


Address  to  Organized  Labor. 

The  following  is  the  address  to  or- 
ganized labor  by  the  Socialist  na- 
tional convention: 

'*The  movement  of  organized  labor 
is  a  natural  result  of  the  antagonism 
between  the  interests  of  employers  and 
wage-earners  under  the  capitalist 
system.  Its  activity  in  the  daily  strug- 
gle over  wages,  hours,  and  other  con- 
ditions of  labor  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  counteract  the  evil  effects  of 
competition  among  the  working  people 
and  to  save  them  from  being  reduced 
to  material  and  moral  degradation.  It 
is  equally  valuable  as  a  force  for  tUe 
social,  economic  and  political  educa- 
tion of  the  workers. 

It  Does  Not  Dictate. 
"The  Socialist  party  does  not  s'^ek 
to  dictate  to  organized  labor  in  mat- 
ters of  internal  organization  and  union 
policy.  It  recognizes  the  necessary 
autonomy  of  the  union  movement  on 
the  economic  field,  as  it  insists  on 
maintaiming  its  own  autonomy  on  the 
political  field.  It  is  confident  that  m 
the    school    of    experience    organized 
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labor  will  as  rapidly  as  possible  de- 
velop the  most  effective  forms  of  or- 
ganization and  methods  of  action. 

"In  the  history  of  the  recent  Moyer- 
Haywood  protest,  participated  in  by 
unions  of  all  sorts  and  by  the  Social- 
ist party,  it  finds  reason  to  hope  for 
closer  solidarity  on  the  economic  field 
and  fflr  more  effective  co-operation  oe- 
tween  organized  labor  and  the  Social- 
ist party,  the  two  wings  of  the  move- 
ment for  working-class  emancipation. 

"The  Socialist  party  stands  with  or- 
ganized labor  in  all  its  struggles  to 
resist  capitalist  aggression  or  to  wrest 
from  the  capitalists  any  improvement 
in  the  conditions  of  labor.  It  declares 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  wage- 
worker  to  be  an  active  and  loyal  mem- 
ber of  the  organized  labor  movement, 
striving  to  win  its  battles  and  to 
strengthen  and  perfect  it  for  the 
greater  struggles  to  come. 

"Organized  labor  is  today  confront- 
ed by  a  class  undertaking  a  crusade 
for  the  destruction  of  the  labor  organi- 
zations. 

"In  Colorado,  Nevada,  Alaska  and 
elsewhere  law  and  constitution  have 
been  trampled  under  foot,  military  des- 
potism set  up,  and  judicial  murder  at- 
tempted with  this  aim  in  view.  Where 
such  violent  methods  have  not  seemed 
advisable  other  means  have  been  used 
to  the  same  end. 

"The  movement  for  the  so-called 
open  shop  but  thinly  veils  an  attempt 
to  close  the  shops  against  organized 
workingmen;  it  is  backed  by  power- 
ful capitalist  organizations,  with  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  their  war  funds. 

CouBTs  Always  Hostile. 

"The  courts,  always  hostile  to  la- 
bor, have  of  late  outdone  all  previous 
records  in  perverting  the  law  to  the 
service  of  the  capitalist  class.  They 
have  issued  injunctions  forbidding  the 
calling  of  strikes,  the  announcements 
of  boycotts,  payment  of  union  bene- 
fits, or  even  any  attempt  to  organize 
unorganized  workingmen  in  certain 
trades  and  places.  They  have  issued 
arbitrary  decrees  dissolving  unions  un- 
der the  pretense  of  their  being  labor 
trusts. 

"They  have  sustained  the  capital- 
ists in  bringing  damage  suits  against 
unions  for  the  purpose  *of  tying  up  or 
sequestrating  their  funds.  They  have 
wiped  off  the  statute  books  many  labor 


laws — laws  protecting  little  children 
from*  exploitation  in  the  factory,  laws 
making  employers  liable  for  damages 
in  case  of  employes  killed  or  injured 
at  their  work,  laws  guaranteeing  the 
right  of  workingmen  to  belong  to 
unions. 

"While  affirming  the  right  of  em- 
ployers to  bar  organized  workingmen 
from  employment,  they  have  declared 
it  unlawful  for  workingmen  to  agree 
not  to  patronize  non-union  establish- 
ments. The  only  consistent  rule  ob- 
served by  the  courts  in  dealing  with 
the  labor  question  is  the  rule  that 
capitalists  have  a  sacred  right  to 
profits  and  that  the  working  class  has 
no  rights  in  opposition  to  business  in- 
terests. 

Danbubt  Hattebs*  Case. 

"In  the  Danbury  hatters*  case  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  has  ren- 
dered a  decision  worthy  to  stand  with 
its  infamous  *Dred  Scott  decision*  of 
fifty  years  ago.  It  has  stretched  and 
distorted  the  Anti-Trust  law  to  make 
it  cover  labor  organizations,  and  has 
held  that  the  peaceful  method  of  the 
boycott  is  unlawful,  that  boycotted  em- 
ployers may  recover  damages  to  the 
amount  of  three  times  their  loss,  and 
that  the  property  of  individual  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  the  union  treasuries, 
may  be  levied  upon  to  collect  such 
damages. 

"By  this  decision  the  Supreme  Court 
has  clearly  shown  itself  to  be  an  organ 
of  class  injustice  not  of  social  justice. 
If  this  and  other  hostile  decisions  are 
not  speedily  reversed,  organized  labor 
will  find  itself  completely  paralyzed  in 
its  efforts  toward  a  peaceful  solution 
of  the  labor  question.  The  success  of 
the  capitalists  and  their  courts  in  this 
assault  upon  the  labor  movement 
would  be  a  disaster  to  civilization  and 
humanity.  It  can  and  must  be  de- 
feated. 

Ballot  is  a  Weapon. 

"At  this  critical  moment  the  Social- 
ist party  calls  upon  all  organized 
workingmen  to  remember  that  they 
still  have  the  ballot  in  their  hands  and 
to  realize  that  the  intelligent  use  of 
political  power  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  save  their  organizations  from  de- 
struction. The  unjust  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  can  be  reversed,  the 
arbitrary  use  of  the  military  can  be 
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stopped,  the  wiping  out  of  labor  laws 
can  be  prevented  by  the  united  action 
of  the  workingmen  on  election  day. 

"Worklngmen  of*  the  United  States, 
use  your  political  airm  in  harmony 
with  your  economic  arm  for  defense 
and  attack.  Rally  to  the  support  of 
the  party  of  your  class.  Vote  as  you 
strike,  against  the  capitalists.  Down 
with  military  and  judicial  usurpation! 
Forward,  in  one  solid  phalanx,  under 
the  banners  of  Organized  Labor,  and^ 
of  the  Socialist  party,  to  defeat  capi- 
talist aggressions,  to  win  immediate 
relief  for  yourselves  and  your  wives 
and  children,  and  to  hasten  the  day 
of  complete  emancipation  from  capi- 
talist exploitation  and  misrule." 


Labor  in  Politics. 

By  Robebt  Hunter. 

Gompers  has  told  us  what  he  is 
going  to  do. 

He  is  going  to  get  the  Democrats 
and  Republicans  to  pledge  themselves 
before  election  to  support  labor  meas- 
ures. 

Those  who  refuse  to  pledge  them- 
selves are  going  to  be  fought  by  labor. 

There  are  two  or  three  things  worth 
saying  about  this  program. 

England  tried  it  and  failed.  Tory 
workmen  would  not  vote  for  Liberals, 
and  Liberal  workmen  would  not  vote 
for  Tories.  They  were  party  bound  to 
that  extent. 

Tory  and  Liberal  workmen  were 
willing  to  vote  for  labor  candidates, 
but  not  to  cross  the  old  party  lines. 
The  thing  failed;    failed  ridiculously. 

The  woman  suffragists  tried  the 
same  game.  For  several  years  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  of  Ck>mmons  has 
been  pledged  to  support  votes  for 
women;  but  they  haven't  got  the 
votes. 

While  the  women  in  England  have 
been  fiddling  about,  the  women  of 
Finland,  and  Norway,  and  little  Den- 
mark have  got  their  measures  passed. 

How?  By  independent  political 
action. 

Gompers'  political  plan  will  fail  here 
more  miserably  than  it  has  abroad. 
Anyone  who  knows  our  parliamentary 
procedure  will  understand  why. 

Most  labor  bills  will  be  smothered 
in  committee;    never  to  see  the  light 


of  day.  For  those  gotten  out  of  com- 
mittee the  good  pledged  friends  of 
labor  will  see  that  their  wording  is 
such  as  to  render  them  unconstitu- 
tional. They  will  be  passed  unani- 
mously by  the  DjBmocrats  and  the  Re- 
publicans. And 'then  the  other  dear 
friends  of  the  people,  the  judges,  will 
throw  them  out  as  unconstitutional. 

These  are  but  two  ways  by  which 
the  old  parties  can  keep  the  votes  of 
labor  and  at  the  same  time  blacken 
the  eyes  of  labor. 

It  is  amazing  that  a  man  capable 
of  leading  two  million  trade  unionists 
should  be  so  easily  deceived. 

Surely,  Gompers,  you  know  our  old 
friends  the  Republicans  and  the 
Democrats.  They  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  anything,  but  like  the  vil- 
lage toper,  when  they  see  the  barrel, 
they  are  mad  for  the  drink. 


Republicans  Destroy  Our 
Republic. 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

All  great  students  of  political  his- 
tory agree  upon  one  thing.  They  all 
say  democracy  is  invariably  destroyed 
by  militarism.  It  destroyed  the  re- 
publics of  the  past. 

At  periods  of  social  unrest  history 
shows  that  some  reason  is  always 
found  for  increasing  the  army  and 
navy.  The  lying  politicians  always 
say  "It  is  to  protect  ourselves  from 
the  enemies  outside  the  gate." 

Jingoism  and  the  war  spirit  is  fos- 
tered and  Inflamed.  The  people  are 
made  to  feel  that  the  nation  is  in  dan- 
ger. Gradually  military  funds  pile  up, 
gunboat  is  added  to  gunboat,  and  regi- 
ment to  regiment. 

Almost  imperceptibly,  republicanism 
and  democracy  give  way  to  militarism 
and  oligarchy. 

Are  we  at  the  beginning  of  this 
transition? 

Chairman  Tawney.  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  made  a  state- 
ment in  the  House  the  other  day  which 
was  suppressed  by  the  newspapers.  It 
was  a  startling  statement,  ominous 
and  threatening. 

He  said  that  we  are  spending  now 
on  war  accounts  and  in  preparation 
for  war  more  than  any  other  nation  in 
tho  world. 
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We  are  this  year  expending  185,000,- 
000  more  than  England,  1136,000,000 
more  than  Germany,  and  $153,000,000 
more  than  France. 

No  comment  Is  necessary.  We  have 
a  "Republican"  government  trying 
with  might  and  main  to  destroy  our 
republic. 

But  how  many  of  our  citizens  care? 


A  Uttle  Hand. 

I. 

Perhaps  there  are  tenderer — sweeter 
things 

Somewhere  In  this  sunbright  land. 
But  I  thank  the  Lord  for  His  blessings 

And  the  clasp  of  a  little  hand! 

II. 
A  little  hand  that  softly 

Stole  into  mine  that  day 
When  I  needed  the  touch  I  loved  so 
much 
To  strengthen  me  on  the  way. 

III. 

Softer  it  seemed  than  the  softest  down 

On  the  breast  of  the  gentlest  dove. 

But    its    timid    press    and    its    sweet 

caress 

Were  strong  in  the  strength  of  love. 

IV. 
It  seemed  to  sav,  In  a  strange,  sweet 
way: 
"I  love  you  and  understand!" 
And    calmed    my    fears,    as    my    hot, 
heart-tears 
Fell  over  that  little  hand. 
•  •  •  •  * 

Perhaps  there  are  tenderer — sweeter 
things 

Somewhere  In  this  sunbright  land, 
But  I  thank  the  Lord  for  His  blessings 

And  the  clasp  of  a  little  hand! 

— Atlanta  Constitution. 


Diamond  Ring  Donated. 

Lodge  No.  99  of  Buffalo  Is  the  lucky 
recipient  of  a  handsome  diamond  ring, 
the  gift  of  that  reliable  jeweler,  Wil- 
liam Comerford,  14  South  DlvUlon 
street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  The  ring,  when 
disposed  of,  will  add  very  materially 
to  No.  99's  treasury.  The  officers  and 
members  of  Lodge  No.  99  take  this 
means  of  expressing  their  gratitude 
for  and  appreciation  of  Mr.  Comer- 
ford's  generous  gift. 


Remittance  Roll  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  May  1908. 

The  following  is  allst  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
May,  per  Sec.  7  of  the  Constitution: 

May  1st— Lodges  13.  22,  110,  126. 
127,  142,  155,  177,  191,  203,  220.  228. 

May  2d— Lodges  5,  15.  34,  38.  74, 
104,  108,  112,  179,  188.  193,  224. 

May  4th— Lodges  3,  9,  20,  23,  27,  32, 
33,  41,  45,  46,  50,  52,  55,  57,  77,  80,  85. 
89.  92,  93,  96,  97,  98,  99,  113,  115,  116. 
122.  123,  134.  144.  152.  154.  166.  174. 
176,  181,  194.  201.  217,  226. 

May  5th— Lodges  12,  24,  29,  39,  40, 
56.   68,   69,   73,   78,   li06,   1:29,   138,   141, 

146,  151,  172,  173,  .175,  208,  218,  229. 
May  6th— Lodges  1,  4,  6,  30.  31,  42, 

48,  49,  54,  64,  84,  90,  94,  107,  114,  128, 
133,  160,  169,  199,  222. 

May  7th— Lodges  7.  8,  14,  18,  26,  28, 
35,  36,  44,  63,  70,  71,  82,  83,  95,  109, 
117,  118,  119,  135,  18^,  189,  198.  200. 
209.  214. 

May  8th— Lodges  2,  11.  25,  37,  61. 
76.    102,    103.    105,   111,   120,   125,    137, 

147,  210,  216. 

May  9th— Lodges  10,  16,  21,  43,  59, 
60.  62.  65,  66,  87,  88,  91,  101,  149.  162. 
182.  190,  192,  197.  206,  221. 

May  11th— Lodges  17.  19,  51.  53,  58. 
72,  79.  81,  100,  158,  180,  184,  204,  225, 
230. 

May  14th— Lodge  124,  late  and  sub- 
ject to  a  fine  of  $1.30. 

May  16th— Lodge  143,  with  fine  of 
$1.00. 

All  lodges  In  with  the  exception  of 
No.  178;  report  not  arrived  up  to 
date.  May  21st. 

Lodge  67  not  Included  In  this  roll 
of  honor  as  they  remitted  short. 

Members  should  Interest  themselves, 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  Honor  Roll  every  month 
hereafter. 

Section  41  of  the  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  per 
capita  shall  be  Imposed  on  all  lodges 
whose  reports  are  not  received  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  by  the  10th  day  of  each 
month,  and  hereafter  the  numbers  of 
all  lodges  whose  reports  arrive  after 
the  10th  day  of  the  month  will  also 
be  given  In  this  report. 
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Statement  of  Claims  Paid  During  the  Month  of  May,  I908 


i 

No.l              NAME 

1 

!! 

§5 

h 

Date 

Date 
Paid 

PAID  TO 

RESIDENCE 

Amt. 

966  Wm.  Sergant 

967  Joe.  L..  Ryan 

968  Henry  Kckert 
96B,Henry  E.H111 
firjo  Dennis  J.  Lynch 

971  Geo.  Lyons 
1 

972  Joseph  Corcoran 

973  Jno.  P.  Farrell 

974  Fred  A.  Jackson 

975  Heniy  T.  Logan 

976  Chas.  O.  Dahlsteadt 

79 
101 
228, 

'  114 
,  166 

i    »V 
109 
169 
54 
183 

Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 

Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 
Death 

3-»«i 
2-7-08 
3-64)8 
3- W)8 
3-144)6 
.3-64)6 

3-174)8 
.3-184)8 
3-244)6 
3-214)6 

4-84)8 

5-184)8  A«nes,  wife 

5-184)8  Juanlta  M.,  wife 

5-184)8  Rose,  mother 

6-184)8  Mary,  wife 

5-184)8  Mary,  wife 

5-184)8  Cassle  B.  and  Daisy  G. 

>    Riley,  niecee 
6-184)8  Annie,  mother 
6-184)6  Katherine  A.,  wifb 
5-184)6  Ella  I.,  wife 
5-184)8  Belle,  mother 
5-184)8  Hulda,  wife 

(  hicago.  111. 
Deputy,  Ind. 
Buflklo,  N.  Y. 
Cleveland,  O. 
Binghamton.N.Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Toronto,  Ont 
Youngstown,  O. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Bt  Louis,  Mo. 
Moline,  111. 

$1,200 
1,200 
600 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 

600 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 

Previously  reported.. 
Paid  since  last  report. 


.1018,002 
.    13,000 


$12,000 


Total $925,092 

Acknowledgment  of  Claims  Paid  In  April 

Flora  K rows,  Buflhio,  N.  Y $1,200 

Johanna  Connor,  Chicago,  111 600 

Mrs.L.C.  Mumby,  Toledo,  0 1,200 

Chas.  W.  Ross,  Dnquesne,  Pa 1,200 

Mrs.  A.  Hedberg*  Qreen  Bay,  Wis 600 

W.  B.  Kitchen,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich 1^ 

Mary  McGurty,  Buflklo,  N.  Y 600 

Bridget  Kane,  Kansas  City,  Mo 1  ^ 

aarah  G.  O'Dwy  er,  Buflblo,  N.Y 1,200 

Josle  Poston,  Bismarck,  Mo 600 

Jno.  P.  Miles,  Columbus,  0 1,200 


^im(iZ,J^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 
GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  June  1, 1906. 
BROTHERS: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Becietary  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  every  month  (see  section  213).  Grand  dues 
are  fifty  cents  (50o)  per  month ;  members  holding  class  **  B"  certificate,  assess- 
ment $2.00;  class  ^A"  certificate,  assessment  $1.00:  class  '*C**  certificate, 
assessment  60e  (see  section  83).  A  railure  on  your  part  to  comply  therewith  Is 
a  forfieiture  of  membership  in  the  Union  without  further  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  is  to 
pay  beneficiary  claims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Grand  dues  and  assessments  collected  fW>m  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (3d)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182). 
Your8inB.,H.AP., 

M.  R.  WELCH. 

Grand  Seci^etary  and  Treasurer. 
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Buy  of  the  Fibms  Who  Advebtise  in  the  Journal. 


SWITCHMEN 


How  does  this  look  to  you 
after  using  that  old  heavj 
skeleton  bottom  lantern?  This 
Is  Grips  wood  handled  lamp 


for  switchmen,  invented  by  an  old  switchman  of  twenty-five  years' 
experience.     It  weighs  sixteen  ounces.    The  price  of  this  lantern  is 
'      --  atotalofSl    "  


$1.90,  or  for  15c  extra,  maklntf  a  total  of  $1  .eO,  we  will  send  it 
express  prepaid  to  cmy  part  of  the  u  nited  States.  We  have  no  objec- 
tions to  sending  it  C.  O.  D.  (if  the  order  seems  sincere)  but  it  will  be 
cheaper  for  you  to  send  the  money  in  advance.  We  do  not  send 
globes.  Your  company's  globe  is  guaranteed  to  fit  This  lantern  is 
made  for  a  small  or  No.  1  burner.  If  vour  company  does  not  fUmish 
thissize,  mention  same.,  and  we  will  mrnish  burner.  Write  for  fUll 
description,  and  prices  to  agents.  We  wish  to  establish  agencies  for 
these  lanterns  in  every  city  in  the  United  States,  and  we  solicit  cor- 
respondence ftx)m  parties  wishing  to  become  our  agents.  These  lan- 
terns sell  at  sight.    Agencies  for  them  are  valuable. 

H.  J.  Brunner  Hardware  Co. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.  DISTRIBUTORS 

Or  T.  L.  MOORE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


ADVERTISE 

IN  THE   


Journal 

of  the 

Switchmen's 
Union 


50    YEARS* 
lENCP 


RADE  Marks 
Designs 

COPYRIOHTS  Ac. 


Anyone  sending  a  sketch  uid  deaortptlon  mft7 

qtilcklT  fttcertain  our  opinion  free  whC- 

InTention  Is  probablf 


ucertatn  our  opinion  free  whether  an 
"  "-  Patentable.    CommQnlCA* 


Inrentlon  is  probablf  paten taoie.  CommnnlCA* 
tlons  strtotlyconfldentfal.  HANDBOOK  on  PateoU 
sent  free.  Oldest  agency  for  seoanngjiiUents. 


sent 
Patents  taken 


,  ___  seoannffjiiUen  _. 

rouKb  Munn  &  Co.  reoelT* 


agency 

.   _     throuRl 

tpttUU  notice  without  obarge.  In  the 

«M*H«fi/^  jliiicrlcam 

A  bandeoraelrUltiftnted  weekly.  Imceitelr- 
eolation  of  anr  eolentUlo  loamaL  Terms.  It  • 
Tter :  four  montbe,  tL  Sold  byaU  newedeelifib 

Whtn  addressing  our  advertiser s 


DRINK  HABIT 


Cured  at  Home 

without  loM  of  time.  It 
costs  less  than  drink.  No 
publicity.  I  destroy  all  de- 
sire for  intoxicating  liquors 
—at  once.  I  cure  the  dis- 
eased or  weakened  condi- 
tions of  organs  of  the  bodv. 
I  have  cured  thousands  in 
the  16  years  I  have  given  to 
this  work.  Not  one  patient 
dissatisfied.  Call  at  my  of- 
fice  at  once  or  write  to  ne. 
All  correspondence  confi- 
dential. 

DR.  DANIEL  O.  BARTLETT 

204. 269  Dearborn  Street  CHICAQO.  ILL. 


SOOOto^IO.OOO 

>  A  Year  IN  THE 
REAL  Estate 

BUSINESS 


Wt  will  t«aeh  yoa  by  mtX\  RmI  Eatsto.  Genenl  Broktrmi*, 
»Bd  InsorkDce,  and  sppoiot  yoa  Speelal  R«  press  ntatlVS 
of  the  larcefltoivcpenti7»  real  mlatoandbrokantaooiDp*Bf 
Oarcft-operat{7«d«partm«n«  will  live  yoa  morecholca,  salablo 
pmporty  tohftndlethsn  ftnratbvrl  Ditttution.and  Toaca&oom* 
mooee  work  without  int«rforiagwitb  jourpresenloccapation 
:t[id  without  any  iaverttn«nk  of  capital.  JkCommsrelat  LsW 
Couraa  f  r*«  t  o  vao  h  rap  r«a«nt«tlir«.  Write  for  6l-p«r«  book 


SALVAR 

KING      OF      THE       BLOOD 

The  only  medicine  that  has  ever  been  thoroughly 
tested  snd  proved  to  be  a  perfect  and  permanent 
remedy  for 

BLOOD    POISON  in  any  stage 

RHEUMATISM  in  any  form 

ParalyslSt   Locomotor  Ataxlo*  Catarrh, 
Malaria,  Jaundice,  and  all  diseases   arising 
from  impure  blood     Full  particulars  and  80*pace 
book  free;  this  costs  you  nothing.     Address. 
THE    8ALVAK   COMPANY, 
1513  Olive  Street.  Bt.  Louis.  Mo. 

mention  this  Journal. 


THE   JOURNAL 

OF  THE  SWITCH- 
MEN'S UNION  OF 
NORTH  AMERICA 

F.     M.     CASSIDY,     KOITOR     and     MANAaCIt 

Pobliahad    monthly 
by  the  Bwltohmen'a 
UAion   at  8M  BrU- 
Imna  Bldg..  BidUlo. 
H.Y. 

ILOO  FEB  YEAR,  in 

Entered  et  Poetofioe 
•t  BoAdo  ea  eeoond- 

W.  V,  Ontee,  Olere- 
lead.  0..  Sole  Adrer- 
tieing  Agent. 

THOSK  WHO  BKAR  KQUALLY  THK  BURDKNS  OF  aOVKRNMKNT  SHOULD 
SQUALLY    l»AimCII»ATK    IN    ITS    SKNKPITS  —  THOMAS    JCFPKR80N 


VOL.  X 


JULY,  1908 


No.  9 


THE  NEW  UNIONISM  Of  EUROPE. 


(By  William  Engli9h  Walling,  in  American  Federationiat  for  June,) 


Paris,  France,  May  5,  1908. 

Until  within  a  few  yeara  most  of  the 
labor  newspapers  and  nearly  all  the 
leading  orators  and  writers,  popular 
among  the  working  people  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  have  been  Marxian 
soclaHists.  The  various  socialist  par- 
ties have  been  the  sole  representatives 
of  labor  in  politics,  they  have  domin- 
ated the  economic  struggles  of  the 
unions,  and  in  very  many  cases  they 
have  even  founded  and  builit  up  unions 
themselves.  In  other  words^  up  to  a 
few  yeara  ago  the  whole  labor  move- 
ment on  the  continent  was  overshad- 
owed, sometimes  even  eclipsed,  by  the 
Marxian  political  parties. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  a  min- 
ority in  every  union,  and  even  a  ma- 
jority in  some  of  the  most  important, 
were  bitterly  discontented  at  th^  fact 
that  the  economic  organizations  of 
labor,  absoluitely  necessary  for  the 
strug^e  against  the  employing  class, 
should  be  utilized  by  the  advocates  of 
any  social  theory,  however  broad  and 
unrestricted  to  any  single  class  or 
however  narrow  and  proletarian  it 
might  be.  Those  were  even  more  nu- 
merous who,  whether  agreeing  or  not 


agreeing  with  the  general  ideas  of  the 
socialists,  protested  as  with  their  last 
breath  against  any  connection  of  the 
economic  organizations  with  such  po- 
litical parties  as  alone  are  likely  to 
arise  under  modern  constitutions,  aid 
originally  written  by  employers,  or 
Hiodem  governments,  all  almost  ex- 
clusively in  the  han<te  of  the  employ- 
ers and  their  friends. 

As  a  result  of  this  growing  discontent 
there  have  arisen  two  great  general  re- 
volts among  continental  labor  organ- 
izations against  the  dombiation  of  the 
socialist  parties— the  first  on<  the  part 
of  those  who  are  against  the  creation 
of  a  labor  party  (whether  on  sociallet 
lines  or  not),  the  second  on  the  part 
of  those  who  are  fundamentally  op- 
posed to  the  old  orthodox  Marxian  so- 
cialism on  principle.  The  first  revolt, 
already  victorious,  was  merely  prac- 
tical and  defensive;  the  second  is  ag- 
gressive and  proposes  nothing  less 
than  the  control  of  all  socialist  parties 
by  the  labor  unions. 

This  second  and  more  aggressive  re- 
volt of  labor  against  the  socialist 
parties  is  Just  rsaohing  an  acute  stage, 
while   the   practical    revolt,    begun   a 
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decade  ago,  was  victorious  last  year  at 
the  International  Socialist  Congress  in 
Stuttgart  and  is  familiar  to  all  readers 
who  follow  the  international  labor 
movement.  At  that  congress,  where 
not  only  the  socialist  parties  of  the 
world,  but  also  most  of  the  labor 
unions,  including  the  British,  were 
represented,  it  was  finally  decided,  in 
contradiction  with  the  old  social isft 
ideas,  that  the  labor  unions  were  to  be 
considered  as  free  and  independent, 
and  if  less  important  than  the  socialist 
parties,  for  the  final  emancipation,  at 
least  as  haying  as  dignified  and  neces- 
sary a  role  In  the  International  move- 
ment. In  other  words,  that  the  unions 
were  to  be  permitted  to  consider  their 
own  interests  above  those  of  any  of  the 
parties.  This  is  nothing  less  than  a 
revolution  in  socialist  opinion,  since 
formerly  the  Germans  and  their  Imi- 
tators In  other  countries,  wh.lle  recog- 
nizing the  necessity  of  the  economic 
struggle  and  also  its  utility  for  their 
purposes,  proposed  to  subordinate  the 
unions  always  and  everywhere  to  the 
political  alms  of  the  socialist  parties 
which  alone  were  supposed  to  be  lead- 
ing toward  a  complete  and  revolution- 
ary victory  of  the  working  class  over 
capitalism  both  in  industry  and  gov- 
ernment. 

But  already  last  year  at  Stuttgart 
the  newer  and  more  profound  revolt 
against  the  old  Marxism  was  also  In 
progress.  The  resolution  offered  by  the 
French  socialists,  giving  to  the  unions, 
not  only  independence,  but  an  equally 
imiportant  role  with  the  party,  both  In 
the  Immediate  defense  and  in  the  final 
emancipation  of  lahor,  was  rejected  by 
a  considerable  majority.  This  resolu- 
tion Itself  had  the  result  of  a  compro- 
mise of  the  French  party  with  the 
French  unionists,  who  claim  for  the 
federations  of  labor  in  all  countries, 
not  merely  an  equality  with  the  politi- 
cal parties,  but  the  position  of  sole  rep- 
resentative of  labor,  both  in  the  imme- 
diate political  and  economic  conflict 
and  in  the  general  emancipation  move- 
ment, and  insist  that  socialist  parties 
exist  only  by  sufferance  and  are  gen- 
uine only  as  long  as  they  obey  the 
unions,  to  which  they  must  be  com- 
pletely subordinated.  At  the  same 
time,  just  as  the  French  unionists  have 
thus  refused  to  allow  a  labor  party  to 
boss  them,  so  they  have  no  desire  to 
boss  a  labor  party,  since  they  have 
only  very  limited  demands  to  make  of 


the  present  employer's  government, 
and  In  politics  expect  to  prevent  a  gov- 
ernmental reaction  rather  than  to  gain 
any  advantages  even  as  to  the  laws 
governing  the  economic  conflict  itself. 
It  is  from  this  economic  struggle  and 
not  from  politics  that  they  hope  not 
only  for  the  defense  of  labor  but  for 
its  ultimate  emancipation  in  the  social 
revolution  of  the  future. 

This  Is  a  revolution  indeed!  Look- 
ing forward  to  a  state  of  society  in 
which  the  working  people  will  dom- 
inate, expecting  to  Inaugurate  this  so- 
ciety against  the  violent  opposition  of 
the  employers  and  their  allies,  possibly 
with  a  bloody  revolution,  the  unionists 
still  call  themselves  socialists,  but  not 
as  a  rule  Marxists.  Indeed,  their  lead- 
ers in  thought  are  as  much  Marx's 
most  bitter  opponents  as  Proudhon  and 
Bakounine.  Their  chief  theoretical 
writer  of  the  present  time,  Sorel,  even 
entitles  his  latest  book  "The  Decom- 
position of  Marxism."  and  directs  it 
almost  wholly  against  the  conclusions 
of  the  great  German  theorist. 

The  criticism  of  the  Marxian  social- 
ism at  the  hands  of  the  new  "union- 
ists" dbes  not  In  the  least  resemble  the 
comparatively  mild  attacks  of  Bern- 
stein in  Germany  or  of  the  Fabian  so- 
cialists or  the  labor  party  in  England. 
The  effort  of  the  new  school  of  labor 
philosophy  Is  to  destroy  Marx's  science 
In  all  of  Its  parts,  leaving  only  what 
they  call  Its  germ — that  is  to  say.  the 
general  spirit  rather  than  the  body  of 
the  doctrine.  Their  position  can  be 
summed  up  In  a  few  words.  They  deny 
that  there  can  be  such  a  thing  as 
"scientific"  socialism.  They  attribute 
a  very  high  value  to  Marx's  writings, 
but  only  to  the  "symbolical"  parts, 
which  is  as  much  as  to  say  that  not  a 
single  one  of  his  dogmatic  conclusions 
Is  well  founded. 

The  only  basic  Idea  that  the  new 
"unionism"  retains  from  Marx  Is  that 
of  the  class  struggle  of  the  working 
l>eople  against  the  capitalists.  But 
even  this  idea  is  retained  not  In  the 
form  of  a  doctrine  but  only  as  a  sug- 
gestive phrase.  Instead  of  concluding 
that  the  working  class  must  one  day  ob- 
tain an  absolute  victory  over  the  other 
classes,  Sorel  quotes  approvingly  a 
phrase  of  a  late  philosophical  anarchist 
very  highly  valued  by  the  new  "union- 
ists," to  the  effect  that  they  are  •*the 
Irreconcilable  enemies  of  every  despot- 
Ism,  moral  or  material,  individual  or 
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collective — ^that  is  to  say,  of  laws  and 
dictatorships,  including  that  of  the 
proletarian.** 

Lagardelle,  the  chief  political  writer 
of  the  new  movement,  and  perhaps  at 
the  same  time  its  most  active  organ- 
izer, also  retains  a  great  respect  for 
Marx,  even  to  the  point  of  calling  him- 
self Marxist.  However,  he  ie  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  all  the  existing 
socialist  parties  of  the  ^orld  in  that  he 
understands  Marx's  advice  to  the  work- 
ing class  to  go  into  politics  not  as  call- 
ing for  the  formation  of  a  politicai 
party,  but  as  signifying  only  that  the 
strus^le  of  labor  against  capital  must 
eventually  become  a  political  struggle 
in  the  largest  sense  of  that  term,  that 
the  working  people  must  some  day 
gain  the  **power  of  influencing  society 
as  a  whole." 

Lagardell  quotes  Marx's  words, 
'^hat  there  arises  a  certain  time  in  the 
struggle  between  capital  and  labor 
when  the  maintenance  of  the  labor  or- 
ganization itself  becomes  more  neces- 
sary for  the  working  people,  than  even 
the  incrsase  of  wages." 

**In  this  struggle,"  continues  Marx, 
"a  true  civil  war,  there  are  brought  to- 
gether and  evolved  all  the  necessary 
elements  of  the  future  conflict.  When 
it  has  once  reached  this  point  the  or- 
ganization (of  labor)  takes  a  political 
character."  The  unionists  are  Marxists 
only  because  they  believe  that  Marx 
was  not  in  favor  of  the  working  people 
going  into  party  politics  as  the  best 
method  for  their  emancipation. 

That  the  unionists  are  not  Marxists 
in  the  old  sense  of  the  term  was  shown 
most  clearly  in  a  recent  lecture  of  La- 
gardelle  on  Marx's  arch-enemy,  Ba- 
kounine.  The  conclusion  of  this  lec- 
ture, now  published  as  a  brochure, 
shows  how  very  far  away  from  the  old 
Marxism  the  new  movement  has  gone. 

Lagardelle  says: 

'*The  old  socialism  has  failed  be- 
cause it  called  out  only  the  worst  sides 
of  human  nature.  It  was  only  a  flat 
imitation  of  parliamentary  (political) 
democracy  from  which  it  borrowed  all 
its  political  methods  and  forms  of  or- 
ganization. It  annihilated  all  the  per- 
sonal effort  of  the  masses  by  submi^ 
ting  them  to  a  body  of  professional  pol- 
iticians charged  with  conquering  the 
state  in  their  name  and  of  making 
their  happiness  in  their  place.  It 
killed  all  spontaneity  of  initiative  by 
imposing  on  them  its  dogmatic  concep- 


tions, an  orthodoxy  as  rigid  as  that  of 
the  most  authoritative  churches.  To- 
day wherever  it  is  developed  it  is 
nothing  more  than  a  vast  bureaucratic 
organization  without  a  soul  and  with- 
out life  which  Is  trying  in  vein  by  the 
repetition  of  antiquated  formulas  to 
hide  the  poverty  of  its  actions  and  the 
emptiness  of  its  thought. 

"Unionist  socialism,  on  the  contrary, 
Ukes  man  on  his  better  side  and  exalts 
his  heroic  feculties.  It  says  to  the 
masses  that  a  regenerated  world  will 
not  come  out  miraculously  from  any 
action  exterior  to  themselves,  but  that 
it  can  be  produced  only  as  the  work  of 
their  own  capacity  and  experience  and 
of  their  own  growing  organization.  It 
awakens  in  them  the  love  of  effort,  it 
keeps  up  the  taste  for  the  flght,  it 
arouses  a  sense  of  sacrifice.  It  is  no 
longer  like  the  old  socialism,  a  phil- 
osophy of  laziness,  it  is  a  philosophy 
of  action.  So  it  does  not  intend  to 
bring  to  the  masses  eternal  truth  in 
the  shape  of  formulas,  but  it  teaches 
them  that  it  is  their  own  experience 
alone  that  ought  to  guide  them  and 
that  theory  can  only  be  the  prudent 
translation  of  facts.  In  this  way  it 
liberates  them  from  all  authority,  from 
that  of  dogmas  as  well  as  that  of 
parties." 

While  Sorel  and  Lagardelle  both  call 
themselves  Mrxlsts  and  socialists, 
many  would  refuse  them  either  title. 
Both  titles  are  indeed  expressly  de- 
clined by  many  of  the  other  leading 
"unionists"  of  France,  Italy,  Switzer- 
land and  Belgium.  One  of  the  chief 
personalities  in  the  French  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  its  secretary  Pouget,  on 
the  contrary  calls  himself  a  philosoph- 
ical anarchist.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  in  these  continental  countries  all 
the  leaders  of  any  moment  must  have 
some  kind  of  theoretical  label.  If  they 
were  prominent  in  the  American  move- 
ment it  might  happen  that  the  general 
views  of  many  of  them  would  be  un- 
known and  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  place  them  in  any  established  school 
of  labor  thought. 

The  unionists  are  not  revolutionary 
In  the  sense  that  they  are  placing  their 
hope  and  Interest  In  the  future  rather 
than  in  the  present  movement.  "For 
our  Unionism,"  says  Lagardelle,  "every- 
thing resides  in  the  creations  of  life 
itself,  always  spontaneous  and  new, 
and  In  Its  perpetual  renovation  of  Ideas 
which  can  only  fix    themselves    Into 
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dogmae  when  they  are  detached  from 
their  source.  .  .  .  We  are  no  longer 
in  the  presence  of  a  body  of  intellec- 
tuals, of  a  Boclalist  clergy  chained 
with  thinking  for  the  working  class; 
but  it  is  the  working  class  itself  which 
by  means  of  its  own  experience  is  dis- 
covering new  horizons,  unforeseen  per- 
spectives»  and  methods  hitherto  unsus- 
pected— in  a  wond,  new  sources  of  new 
life." 

There  is  a  feeling  that  the  tendency 
is  for  the  conflict  of  labor  to  become 
sharper  and  sharper  and  that  this 
leads  towards  a  revolutionary  situa- 
tion, but  when  the  question  is  proposed 
as  to  what  form  this  revolution  will 
take  the  answer  becomes  entirely  a 
matter  of  the  capacity  of  the  working 
class  at  the  time  when  the  crisis  comes. 
If  a  great  revolutionary  crisis  appears 
and  the  working  class  is  well  organ- 
ized and  well  educated,  it  may  certain- 
ly be  expected  to  take  an  aggressive, 
successful  and  even  leading  part  In  the 
struggle. 

The  "unionists'*  find  that  the  pres- 
ent economic  conflict  is  sufficiently 
revolutionary  to  occupy  all  the  energies 
of  the  working  people  without  any 
definite  theories  or  dogmas  as  to  the 
revolutionary  future  they  all  expect. 
They  blame  the  old  political  socialists 
on  the  ground  that  by  them  the  daily 
action  of  the  working  class,  humble,  pa- 
tient, and  diflicult  was  discredited; 
and  that  traditional  socialism  consid- 
ered working  class  action  sterile  as 
long  as  it  took  place  in  the  ordinary 
bourgeois  surroundings  and  did  not  at 
once  break  the  frame-work  of  present 
society.  Revolutionary  action,  the 
"unionists**  claim,  was  at  the  same 
time  relegated  into  the  splendor  of  the 
final  catastrophe  in  which  the  capitalist 
system  was  to  sink.  Between  the  fu- 
ture revolution  and  the  present  strug- 
gle, they  say,  there  existed  no  compro- 
mise. The  "unionists"  believe  that 
they  have  solved  this,  the  greatest 
problem  of  European  socialism;  they 
have  taken  to  themselves  the  revolu- 
tionary ideals  and  spirit  which  have 
been  the  animating  impulse  of  the  con- 
tinental labor  movement  and  put  them 
into  the  daily  struggle  of  the  unions. 
For  them  the  daily  facts  of  labor  union- 
ism and  the  real  truths  of  revolution- 
ary theory  become  one  through  the 
necessity  for  a  constant  aggressive  and 
revolutionary  action  of  the  unions  in 
the  form  of  greater  and  greater  and  al- 


ways better  organized  and  more  intel- 
ligently directed  strikes.  They  claim 
that  their  action  is  actually  and  con- 
stantly while  gradually,  revolutionary, 
whereas  the  old  socialists  were  revolu- 
tionary only  in  their  phrases;  they 
assert  that  they  raise  the  living  ques- 
tion before  the  working  people  of  their 
immediate  conduct  and  not  a. lazy  ex- 
pectation of  some  social  cataclysm  to 
come.  Men  are  driven  into  the  strug- 
gle of  classes  they  hold  by  their 
actions  and  not  by  their  party  labels. 

With  the  "unionists"  this  tendency 
to  place  all  the  emphasis  on  the  action 
of  the  present  moment  instead  of  the 
universal  overturn  of  the  future  goes 
even  farther.  The  Marxian  erpectar 
tion  of  a  complete  social  revolution  is 
transformed  by  them  into  a  demand 
for  a  revolutionary  spirit  in  the  daily 
work  of  the  labor  unions,  a  spirit  of  in- 
subordination to  all  injustice  and  op- 
pression on  the  part  of  the  employers 
and  the  government. 

"I  confess,  moreover,"  says  Lagard- 
elle,  "thait  even  if  the  drecuns  of  the 
future  of  unionist  socialism  never 
realize  themselves — ^and  none  of  us 
knows  the  secret  of  history — It  would 
suflice  for  me  as  an  argument  for 
giving  it  my  support,  that  it  is  In  the 
moment  when  I  am  speaking  the 
essential  agent  of  civilization  in  the 
world  today — at  the  first  breath  of 
proletarian  action  something  is  imme- 
diately changed  and  where  yesterday 
we  found  only  enslaved  beings  today 
there  rise  up  men.  All  socialism  is  in 
this.  What  do  prophecies  matter,  if 
socialistic  ideas  are  acting  and  living 
under  our  eyes,  if  through  them  there 
germinates  a  little  more  of  the  spirit 
of  revolt  in  the  masses,  if  liberty  re- 
awakens, and  the  human  personality  is 
freed?" 

In  France,  where  it  is  oldest  and 
strongest,  the  new  unionism  has  al- 
ready obtained  considerable  resulta 
Though  less  than  ten  years  old,  It  has 
already  put  a  new  spirit  and  a  new 
life  Into  the  French  movement.  Al- 
though there  had  been  a  number  of 
militant  unions  in  France  for  a  genera- 
tion there  was  no  national  unity  in  the 
movement.  One  cause  of  this  was  that 
all  political  enthusiasm  was  absorbed 
by  the  socialist  party.  But  now  the  un- 
ionists have  announced  their  theory  of 
"direct  action,"  by  which  they  mean  in 
part  the  demand  for  new  laws  directly 
by  the  labor  organizations  themselves 
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without  any  reference  to  the  soclaliBt 
party.  FYom  the  practical  point  of 
view  of  their  strength  in  Parliament, 
where  the  socialist  party  has  only  50 
oiiit  of  500  members,  with  little  chance 
of  doubling  this  number,  the  working 
people  could  demand  very  little,  but 
their  ability  through  the  strengthened 
confederation  of  labor  to  carry  on  large 
and  threatening  strikes,  has  brought 
them  results  that  they  could  never 
have  accomplished  through  this  com- 
paratively insignificant  representation 
in  the  Ohambre. 

For  instance,  the  confederation  has 
forced  the  government  ftrept  to  grant  a 
law  for  Sunday-closing  in  Paris  and 
other  cities,  and  then  later  to  enforce 
this  law.  It  has  gone  far  beyond  this, 
and  has  compelled  the  government  to 
permit  a  certain  degree  of  organiza- 
tion among  both  the  teachers  and  the 
postmen — a  thing  not  tolerated  in  any 
other  European  country,  ner  even. en- 
couraged in  the  United  States.  The 
present  government,  frightened  by  the 
wonderful  progress  of  the  unionists' 
movement,  recently  had  tried  the  whole 
executive  committee  of  the  confedera- 
tion for  propaganda  in  the  army. 
There  have  been  many  trials  for  a 
similar  propaganda,  and  a  good  many 
members  of  the  confederation  have 
been  convicted,  but  this  attempt  for  a 
wholesale  conviction  failed.  Although 
the  Juries  in  France^  like  those  in 
America,  are  composed  of  business 
men,  the  middle-class  people  did  not 
dare  to  precipitate  a  conflict  by  a  con- 
viction, and  the  French  government 
met  a  crushing  moral  defeat. 

The  unionism  of  France  then  is 
accomplishing  great  results  for  the 
cause  of  labor — results  comparable  to 
those  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  When  it  is  remembered  that 
France  is  relatively  poor  in  those  large 
industries  that  are  most  easily  organ- 
ized, that  the  unions  are  new,  and  that 
there  are  no  considerable  funds  to  be 
drawn  upon  in  case  of  strike,  these  re- 
sults are  the  more  remarkable  and  are 
to  be  traced  largely,  if  not  almost  ex- 
clusively, to  the  new  spirit  of  the  new 
unionism. 

The  future  of  this  movement,  how- 
ever, is  even  more  interesting.  Already 
it  has  gained  the  suupport  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  working  people  of  France 
and  Italy  and  has  made  great  inroads 
into  the  poltical  socialism  of  Belgium 
and  the  French  part  of  Switzerland. 


It  has  its  numerous  adherents  in  Rus- 
sia, Poland,  and  other  countries,  and  it 
may  be  that  in  a  few  years  this  move- 
ihent  will  dominate  the  international 
socialist  congress. 

The  two  most  important  practical 
Ideas  that  this  "unionism"  ofters  to  the 
international  labor  movement  are  first 
the  general  strike,  the  second  is  the 
anti-military  agitation. 

The  idea  of  the  develoinnent  of  the 
power  of  the  working  class  through  its 
labor  organization,  and  the  gradual  ex- 
tension of  the  field  of  the  strike  until 
the  working  people  are  able  to  obtiain 
the  upper  hand  over  the  employing 
class  in  general,  is  so  important  among 
the  unionists  that  it  is  often  falsely 
taken  to  be  their  one  fundamental  idea. 
I  believe  I  have  said  enough  to  suggest 
the  contrary,  that  the  unionists  find 
still  more  interest  in  the  application 
of  the  revolutionary  spirit  to  present 
strikes  than  they  do  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  general  strike  of  the  fu- 
ture. At  any  rate  it  is  not  proposed  to 
endeavor  to  call  a  general  strike  unless 
it  should  happen  in  the  natural  course 
of  economic  evolution  that  the  working 
people  should  find  that  in  this  way 
they  were  able  without  unnecessary 
bloodshed  and  alongside  of  the  other 
productive  classes  to  take  possession 
of  the  whole  power  of  the  state;  for 
the  unionists  have  never  forgotten  the 
existence  of  the  laborious  small  prop- 
ertied classes  that  form  the  bulk  of  the 
agricultural  population. 

This  idea  of  the  general  strike  is 
simply  the  final  alternative  to  some 
form  of  state  socialism;  either  the 
working  people  always  growing  in 
ideas  and  organization  will  constantly 
increase  their  power  over  the  state  as 
at  present  organized  and  enter  into  the 
politics  of  state  socialism  somewhat  on 
the  plan  of  the  labor  parties  of  Aus- 
tralia, or  concentrating  their  attention 
on  their  economic  organization  tiiey 
will  enter  partisan  politics,  not  now, 
but  only  at  such  a  time  as  they  con- 
sider that  they  are  able  to  obtain  the 
control  of  the  government.  Certainly 
when  the  working  people  are  In  a  ma- 
jority either  by  themselves  or  in  com- 
bination with  classes  nearly  related  to 
them  they  will  not  refuse  to  exercise 
their  power  by  one  road  or  the  other. 
The  unionists  believe  in  the  latter 
road.  For  the  natural  outcome  of  the 
third  party  politics  ot  Australia  and  of 
going  into  party  politics  without  a  ma- 
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jority  Is,  they  say,  that  compulsory 
arbitration  to  which  the  French  union- 
ists like  the  American  labor  unions  are 
most  firmly  opposed.  The  second  altef  • 
native  seems  to  mean,  on  the  contrary, 
a  constant  increase  of  the  power  of 
labor  until  in  recognition  of  this  power 
the  working  people  are  either  freely 
allotted  the  chief  place  in  the  state  or 
themselves  seize  the  rein  of  govern- 
ment. 

Anti-militarism,  the  other  idea  which 
the  unionists  keep  in  the  foreground. 
Is  fundamentally  considered  even  more 
important.  It  is  for  his  ideas  along 
this  line  that  the  well-known  Herve 
was  recently  sent  to  prison  for  a  year 
on  account  of  his  denunciation  of  the 
atrocious  and  corrupt  war  that  France 
is  at  present  waging  in  Morocco  with- 
out any  Justification  or  excuse.  By  an 
appeal  to  the  soldiers  not  only  to  re- 
fuse to  shoot  against  strikers,  but  aleo 
even  to  desert  the  colors  or  to  join  in 
an  insurrection  against  the  govern- 
ment in  case  of  an  unjust  war,  the 
unionists  proposed  ultimately  to  de- 
stroy the  last  stronghold  of  the  em- 
ployers' power  in  modern  governments. 
They  are  not  opposed  to  the  defense  of 
the  country  in  case  of  Invasion,  but 
they  are  opposed  to  all  the  aggressions 
under  whatever  pretext  that  have 
blotted  the  fair  name  of  every  modern 
government  without  exception.  They 
claim  that  the  working  people  have  a 
right  to  be  consulted,  but  that  all  wars 
are  declared  in  these  days  without  any 
consultation  of  the  majority.  They 
aim  to  obtain  an  agreement  between  all 
the  working  people  of  Europe  to  rise 
in  insurrection  as  soon  as  any  of  the 
governments  call  for  war  and  some  of 
the  most  advanced  exponents  of  the 
idea  like  Herve  believe  that  the  French 
working  people  ought  to  allow  them- 
selves to  be  shot  rather  than  to  fight 
any  neighboring  country  for  an  unjust 
cause,  even  though  the  working  people 
of  that  other  country  should  not  be  so 
far  advanced  as  to  be  ready  for  the 
same  sacrifice. 

The  aggressive  "war  against  war*  of 
the  new  "unionism"  has  already  had 
remarkable  results,  not  only  In  France 
but  all  over  Europe,  since  the  other 
nations  also  are  fearing  to  go  too  far 
in  their  war  projects  for  fear  of  the 
creation  of  a  similar  spirit.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly due  first  of  all  to  the  Influ- 
ence of  the  new  unionism  that  this  anti- 
military  agitation   is  taking  the  fore- 


ground in  the  labor  movement  in 
France,  both  in  the  confederation  of 
labor  or  of  the  socialist  party  and  that 
the  moderate  socialist,  Jauures.  the 
greatest  orator  of  France,  has  called 
on  the  French  people  in  case  of  a 
declaration  of  war  not  perhaps  to  re- 
fuse to  march,  but  **to  march  to  the 
frontiers  by  way  of  Paris." 

In  other  words,  if  the  French  gov- 
ernment in  the  face  of  the  pacific  atti- 
tude of  the  majority  of  the  French  peo- 
ple should  declare  an  unjust  war, 
Jaures  openly  urges  that  the  working- 
men  and  peasants  who  compose  the 
body  of  the  troops  should  begin  their 
operations  by  overthrowing  the  govern- 
ment. If  the  working  people  of  the 
great  nations  ever  succeed  in  accom- 
plishing what  the  French  Confedera- 
tion of  Labor  has  now  undertaken  to 
accomplish  for  its  country,  not  only 
will  all  wars  be  brought  to  an  end,  but 
it  will  be  impossible  for  the  employing 
class  to  use  the  armies  everywhere  for 
the  crushing  of  the  labor  movement 
and  the  annihilation  of  true  liberty. 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  new  union- 
ism that  is  attempting  to  take  the 
place  of  the  political  parties  in  the 
leadership  of  the  labor  movement  of 
the  continent  is  already  a  living  force. 
Its  future  can  not  be  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  active  spirits  in  the  Ameri- 
can labor  movement,  especially  com- 
posed as  the  latter  is  today  in  so  large 
a  part  of  workers  who  themselves  have 
come  from  the  continental  countries 
and  who  will  therefore  be  the  first  to 
see  the  points  in  which  the  unionists 
of  all  countries  can  join  to  form  an  in- 
ternational movement  that  may  some 
day  not  only  emancipate  labor  but 
revolutionize  the  future  of  the  human 
race. 


If  a  carriage  upsets  or  injures  an- 
other carriage  in  the  streets  of  St 
Petersburg,  or  if  a  person  is  knocked 
down,  the  horses  of  the  offending 
vehicle  are  seized  and  confiscated  to 
the  use  of  the  fire  brigade. 


It  Is  the  practice  of  the  Ashantees 
and  Fantees  to  bury  one  third  of  the 
property  of  a  dead  man,  converted  in- 
to gold  dust,  under  his  head,  and  rifilng 
the  grave  of  an  enemy  is  considered 
the  proper  action  for  a  warrior. 
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POWER  AND  LIBERTY. 


All  down  the  ages  of  the  past,  we 
have  heard  the  screams,  sobs  and 
moans  of  those  who  have  been  crushed 
by  gluttons  of  commerce.  Away  back 
in  the -dim  past,  master  and  slave  can 
be  discerned,  standing  upon  the  hori- 
zon of  time.  Since  man's  cunning  was 
whetted  with  a  hellish  desire  for 
"profit,"  human  slaves  became  a  com- 
mercial commodity.  Greed  has  been 
the  stock  in  trade  of  tyrants  since  it 
was  learned  that  "profit"  led  to  power. 

Since  it  was  discovered  that  •'profit** 
brought  power,  human  slavery,  in  one 
form  or  other,  has  been  practiced  by 
the  ruling  classes,  and  will  continue  to 
be  practiced  until  the  producing  slave 
learns  that  the  producer  takes  rank  at 
all  times  over  the  workless  consumer. 

It  was  power  that  beheaded  John  the 
Baptist  to  please  a  well-f rocked  female 
votary  of  fashion  two  thousand  years 
ago;  and  it  is  power  that  binds  four 
million  little  cnildren,  in  fair  Colum- 
bia, to  the  chariot  of  greed  today. 

Power  and  liberty  are  as  far  apart 
as  the  poles,  as  liberty  cannot,  nor 
never  has  existed  where  power  forced 
toil  to  divide  her  sustenance  with  those 
who  refused  to  toil  themselves. 

Had  it  not  been  for  power,  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount  would  never  have 
been  preached,  and  the  Christ  of  Beth- 
lehem would  never  have  withered  and 
perished  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

It  has  been  power  that  has  dragged 
the  fair  name  of  liberty  in  the  mire  of 
shame,  across  this  sublime  continent 
It  has  been  power  that  has  stood  at  the 
door  of  want,  and  mocked  her  in  her 
miseries. 

Upon  the  magnificent  face  of  nature 
is  chiseled  "co-operation,"  and  man  left 
alone  without  the  help  of  nature  and 
his  fellow-man,  would  wither  and  per- 
ish from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Not  one  single  element  of  nature, 
without  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
other  elemients.  could  produce,  in  a 
thousand  years,  enough  to  feed  and 
clothe  a  single  soul. 

If  nature,  without  the  assistance  of 
her  splendid  mechanism,  is  a  failure, 
then  what  a  gigantic  failure  is  man 
without  he  assistance  and  co-operation 
of  his  brother. 

The  mission  of  the  human  family  is 
a  failure  so  long  as  any  element  of  that 


family  is  deprived  of  any  part  of  that 
wnich  rightfully  belongs  to  it. 

Nature  does  not  hesitate  to  fill  full 
the  lap  of  him  who  approaches  her 
with  the  emblem  of  toil,  but  she  recog- 
nizes no  other  emblem;  then  if  there 
is  no  other  emblem  by  which  nature 
may  be  wooed  than  toil,  why  should 
not  toll  reap  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
her  wooing. 

If  from  the  bosom  of  nature  man  was 
created,  and  if  to  the  embrace  of  na- 
ture man  must  return  after  having 
spent  a  season  among  her  magnificent 
splendors,  then  why  should  his  pil- 
grimage upon  her  fair  brow  be  naught 
but  a  continuous  round  of  rejoicing? 

In  every  zephyr  breeze,  we  hear  a 
Joyous  hallelujah;  in  every  sunbeam 
there  dances  a  nsmiph  of  pleasure;  in 
every  songbird's  anthem,  we  hear  the 
glad  acclaim  of  praise;  in  the  silent 
roll  of  the  mighty  deep,  we  hear  in 
every  froth-covered  wave,  a  happy  mur- 
mur; every  quivering  snowfiake  pro- 
claims peace,  peace,  peace;  but  man, 
and  man  alone,  is  not  content  to  live 
in  harmony  with  his  brother,  and  digs 
pitfalls  for  his  weary  feet,  that  he  may 
profit  by  his  fall. 

A  power  that  is  bought  at  the  price 
of  liberty  is  the  dross  from  the  fiery 
furnace  of  greed,  and  will  sometime 
blister  the  hand  that  drove  the  heart- 
less bargain. 

Power,  in  the  time  of  Christ,  was 
sought  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the 
same  means,  and  was  predicated  upon 
the  same  principle  that  it  is  today- 
slaves;  and  had  such  not  been  the  case, 
the  world  would  not  have  needed  the 
gospel  of  Christ. 

The  accumulation  of  vast  estates, 
and  the  piling  up  of  towering  pyra- 
mids of  gold,  is  an  impossible  task  for 
any  man  to  perform  unless  he  uses  the 
underpaid  energies  of  others  and  con- 
fiscates and  appropriates  to  his  own  use 
that  which  he  did  not  create  by  his 
own  labors,  as  man's  own  labor  is  the 
only  legitimate  vehicle  which  can  be 
employed  in  the  accumulation  of  that 
which  sustains  life;  as  all  nature  pro- 
claims a  co-operative  organization  of 
the  elements  to  produce  a  single  thing 
that  can  be  used  to  sustain  life;  then 
if  nature,  which  is  the  god  of  the  uni- 
verse, is  unable  to  produce  that  which 
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sustains  life  without  the  assistance  and 
co-operation  of  every  other  element  of 
nature,  what  right  has  man  to  trans- 
gress this  great  fundamental  law,  and 
use  the  energies  of  his  brother  permit- 
ting that  'brother  of  blood  and  flesh  tx> 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labor  to  its  full- 
est extent? 

Since  nature  is  a  failure  without  the 
co-operation  of  every  element  that 
composes  her  great  mechanism,  and 
since  man  is  only  the  spawn  of  that 
great  God  of  nature,  how  cavi  he,  un- 
concernedly violate  her  mandates  with 
Impunity? 

From  the  lowest  order  of  God's  crea^ 
tures  to  the  highest,  which  is  man, 
there  is  stamped  upon  each  an  in- 
delible longing  for  liberty,  and  there 
can  be  no  liberty  so  long  as  it  must 
look  to  some  earthly  power  for  that 
enjoyment;  as  a  liberty  which  must 
depend  upon  the  selfishness  of  the  hu- 
man family  for  Its  existence,  at  once 
and  immediately  becomes  a  slave  to 
the  power  which  controls  it 

There  is  no  man  nor  set  of  men  that 
seeks  to  control  the  energies  of  their 
fellow-man  but  who  seeks  this  power 
to  benefit  themselves,  as  the  mortal 
who  finds  enjoyment  in  realizing  that 
he  holds  the  power  over  his  fellow- 
man,  either  physically  or  that  bestowed 
upon  him  by  the  state,  is  a  man  so  low 
in  the  scale  of  humanity  and  so  void 
of  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love  that  he 
will  use  the  power  to  advance  his  own 
selfish  interests. 

Any  act  of  legislation  which  is  not 
predicated  upon  the  fundamental  laws 
of  nature,  is  a  selfish  piece  of  legisla- 
tion enacted  into  a  law  for  the  benefit 
of  an  individual  or  individuals,  and 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  masses,  as 
there  is  not  a  single  inkling  in  all  of 
nature's  broad  domain  that  would  in- 
dicate that  any  part  of  my  honest  ef- 
forts should  be  confiscated  by  an  in- 
dividual who  desires  to  lighten  his  own 
burdens  by  making  mine  more  unbear- 
able; therefore,  a  law  which  will  per- 
mit my  neighbor  to  so  corral  and 
monopolize  the  things  which  are  essen- 
tial to  the  welfare  of  me  and  my  fam- 
ily, and  will  compel  me  to  allow  him 
to  take  part  of  my  efforts  and  appro- 
priate them  to  his  own  use,  is  a  law 
founded  upon  the  ethics  of  thieves  and 
not  upon  the  principles  of  liberty;  as 
there  can  be  no  liberty  so  long  as  any 
part  of  my  honest  efforts  are  enjoyed 
by  another  without  my  consent. 


There  is  no  law  of  nature  that  penal- 
izes unless  some  law  of  nature  has  been 
transgressed;  then  why  should  toil  be 
penalized  for  rigidly  carrying  out  God's 
injunction  that  "In  the  sweat  of  thy 
face  Shalt  thou  eat  bread"? 

Is  there  any  law  of  God  that  declares 
that  "in  the  sweat  of  thy  neighbor's 
face  thou  shalt  eat  bread?"  Nay,  nay, 
but  all  over  this  land,  those  who  have 
the  most  bread  are  the  ones  who  re- 
fuse to  gather  it  by  the  sweat  of  their 
own  face;  and  since  they  have  bread, 
then  some  other  man's  sweat  must 
have  gathered  it;  and  if  such  is  the 
case,  and  who  dare  deny  It.  then  there 
must  be  a  power  somewhere  that  ha» 
permitted  the  man  who  refused  to 
sweat,  to  confiscate  and  appropriate 
that  which  his  neighbor  earned;  and 
if  there  is  such  a  power  given  to  any 
one  class  of  men  whereby  they  are  per- 
mitted to  live  by  the  sweat  of  others, 
and  who  will  deny  it?  then  that 
power  is  born  of  the  devil,  as  nowhere 
in  the  archives  of  God's  written  or  ua- 
written  laws  can  the  gift  of  such  a 
power  be  located;  then  why  should  not 
the  laborer  whose  back  has  been  beai^ 
Ing  the  burdens  of  the  universe  for 
centuries  rebel  at  having  to  give  unto 
mammon  the  largest  share  of  the 
things  which  he  by  his  own  efforts 
produce? 

Nowhere,  but  in  the  archives  of 
greed  is  there  a  law  that  permits  a 
man-made  power  to  take  rank  over  a 
God-given  law,  as  every  whispering  of 
nature  and  every  decree  of  God  bears 
the  imprint  of  liberty,  and  nowhere  but 
in  the  statutes  of  man's  cunning  do  we 
find  the  word  power.  A  power  that 
will  permit  my  neighbor  to  so  com- 
pletely hedge  me  about  with  private 
ownership  that  he  can  compel  me  to 
work  for  him  and  divide  a  part  of  my 
efforts  with  him  for  that  privilege,  is  a 
power  born  of  devils  and  executed  by 
hellians,  and  makes  of  me  a  commer- 
cial slave  of  which  there  has  never  been 
a  more  damnable  or  heartless  specie. 

From  the  bud  of  work  less  aristocra- 
cy, nurtured  upon  European  soil,  has 
unfolded  the  brazen  blossom  of  caste, 
in  this  land  of  liberty;  and  her  stifling 
aroma  has  made  purse-proud  Ameri- 
cans drunk  with  her  smell,  and  they 
seek  prestige  by  commercial  conquest, 
in  order  that  they  may  woo  the  strut- 
ting strumpet  of  fashion;  and  this  can 
be  done  only  by  the  possession  of  dol- 
lars; therefore,  public  utilities,  and  per^ 
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Bonal  liberty  must  be  privately  con- 
trolled in  order  to  afford  the  few  a 
king's  ransom  to  be  spent  at  the  cost 
of  American  manhood. — The  National 
Rip-Saw. 


PASTOR  MAKES 

AUDIENCE  GASP 


Oklahoma  Passes  an 

Eight  Hour  Work  Day. 

Senate  Bill  No.  406 

An  act  to  put  into  eftect  section  ? 
of  article  23  of  the  constitution,  provid- 
ing what  shall  constitute  a  day's  work 
in  all  cases  of  employment  by  and  on 
behalf  of  the  State  or  any  county  or 
municipality,  prescribing  penalties  for 
violations  thereof;  and  declaring  an 
emergency. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Oklahoma: 

Sec.  1.  Eight  hours  shall  constitute 
a  day's  work  in  all  cases  of  employ- 
ment by  and  on  behalf  of  the  State  or 
any  county  or  municipality. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person,  firm  or  corpora- 
tion, or  any  agent,  contractor  or  sub- 
contractor, who  shall  violate  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  or  who  shall  aid, 
abet,  assist,  connive  at,  or  permit  any 
violation  thereof  is  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor and  upon  conviction  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
fifty  ($50.00)  dollars,  nor  more  than 
one  thousand  ($1,000.00)  dollars  and 
by  imprisonment  of  not  less  than 
thirty  days,  nor  more  than  six  months, 
or  by  both  fine  and  imprisonment 
Elach  day  such  violation  continues  shall 
constitute  a  separate  oftense. 

Sec.  3.  Not  less  than  the  current 
market  rate  of  wages  in  the  locality 
where  the  work  is  performed  shall  be 
paid. 

Sec.  4.    For  the  preservation  of  the 
public  health,  peace  and  safety,  an  em- 
ergency  is   hereby    declared   to   exist, 
whereof  this  act  shall  be  in  full  force 
on  and  after  its  passage  and  approval. 
Geo.  W.  BELI.AMY, 
President   of   the   Senate. 
Wm.  H.  Murray, 
Speaker  of  the  House  o   Representa- 
tives. 
Approved  May  27,  1908. 

C.  N.  Haskell, 
Governor   of   the   State  of  Oklahoma. 


Minister  at  Pekia,  III.,  Preaches 
Remarkable  Sermon. 


When  is  vice  most  dangerous?  When 
it  clothes  itself  in  the  garb  of  virtue. 


Rev.  Thomas  J.  Thompson  has  set 
all  Pekln  agog  with  his  Memorial  day 
sermon,  which  has  been  published  in 
the  local  papers.  It  was  a  straight-cut, 
class-conscious  address,  and  was  deliv- 
ered at  Lakeside  cemetery  before  a 
large  crowd. 

After  paying  an  eloquent  tribute  to 
the  fighters  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
cause  for  which  they  fought.  Rev. 
Thompson  said: 

''Soldiiers  of  the  republic,  comrades  in 
anns  for  the  preservation  of  the  union, 
you  preserved  that  union.  You  hast- 
ened the  liberation  of  four  million 
chattel  slaves  by  at  least  two  or  three 
decades.  But  a  far  more  subtle  and 
degrading  form  of  slavery  remains.  The 
American  laboring  men,  their  wives 
and  children,  white  as  well  as  black, 
are  wage  slaves. 

Millions  of  Unemployed. 

**At  this  very  time  3.000.000  unem- 
ployed men  in  this  republic  you  fought 
to  preserve  are  seeking  in  vain  for 
masters  that  they  might  have  brea4. 
Nearly  2,000,000  children  under  the  age 
of  15  years  are  toiling  in  the  factories, 
mills,  shops  and  mines  of  the  United 
States,  deprived  of  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  normal  childhood.  Ttums- 
ands  of  women  are  toiling  in  the 
sweatshops  of  our  cities  for  a  miser- 
able pittance  scarcely  sufflcent  to  keep 
their  souls   in   their   tortured  bodies. 

"The  great  mass  of  people  of  the 
United  States  are  property  less.  One 
per  cent,  of  the  families  hold  more 
money  than  the  remaining  99  percent. 
Only  those  who  owned  the  land  and 
machinery  of  the  south  could  own  the 
slaves  of  the  south.  In  like  manner 
those  who  own  the  land  and  machinery 
own  the  wage  slaves  of  today.  They 
are  the  masters  of  the  bread. 

BEoo.MTNfl  Class  CJonscious. 

"But  the  wage  slave  Is  becoming 
class  conscious — is  beginning  to  realize 
his  servitude.  He  is  beginning  to  see 
that  where  a  few  own  all  the  land  and 
machinery  of  production  that  the  many 
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muat  sell  themselves  to  the  few  that 
they  may  have  bread,  or  in  the  vain 
hope  that  they,  too,  may  rise  from  the 
laboring  class  to  the  capitalist  or  mas- 
ter class.  He  is  becoming  aware  that 
the  master  class  obtained  its  mastery 
and  holds  it  largely  througih  tlie  poe^ 
session  of  the  machinery  of  gpovem- 
ment 

"In  those  lands  where  labor  is  still 
without  the  ballot  the  laborer  is  seek- 
ing to  wrest  the  franchise  from  his 
masters.  In  those  lands  where  labor 
possesses  the  ballot  he  is  seeking  ftt 
for  his  own  emancipation. 

*'And  while  the  laboring  man  is  thus 
marshaling  his  forces  in  class-conscious 
array  on  the  political  as  well  as  upon 
the  economic  field,  the  master  class  Is 
not  idle.  Great  navies  and  large  stand- 
ing armies  are  being  created.  Through 
a  subsidized  press  the  military  spirit 
is  being  fostered. 

Infamous  Dick  Law. 

"In  a  time  of  profound  peace  the  in- 
famous Dick  military  law,  making 
every  able-bodied  man  in  the  United 
States,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45, 
subject  to  military  service.  The  cap- 
italist courts  are  busy  enjoining  the  la- 
boring man  from  striking,  picketing, 
and  a  thousand  one  other  in/nocent 
and  harmless  things.  Unions  will  soon 
be  held  to  be  conspiracies.  Laboring 
men  are  refused  trial  by  Jury  and 
thrust  into  prison  by  Judge-made  law 
(called  decisions). 

*'A  press  censorship,  having  for  its 
object  the  suppression  of  the  facts,  is 
gradually  being  established  by  the 
postmaster  general,  secretly  aided  by 
a  subservient  congress  enacting  laws 
to  this  end,  known  only  to  the  masters 
and  hidden  away  in  appropriation 
bills.  Unemployed  masses  of  men  and 
women — slaves  seeking  in  vain  for  a 
master — are  clubbed  or  ridden  down 
by  platoons  of  police  while  on  peace- 
ful parade,  lest  their  miseries  should 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  public. 
The  right  of  free  speech  and  of  law- 
ful assembly  is  denied  by  the  police- 
man's club  and  the  press  censor. 

**What  more  did  the  slave-holding 
oligarchy  of  the  south  do  in  its  pal- 
miest days  than  is  now  done  by  the 
oligarchy  of  capitalism?  Your  attitude 
toward  the  black  slavery  of  the  south 
Is  known  to  the  whole  world.  What 
is  our  attitude  as  to  the  wage  slave, 
both  north  and  south,  east  and  west? 


What  Lincoln  Said. 

"All  thoughtful,  earnest.  God-fear- 
ing men  must  take  the  same  position 
in  the  struggle  of  the  wage  slave  for 
his  freedom  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
took  with  regard  to  the  chattel  slaves^ 
'It  may  seem  strange,'  said  he,  *thai. 
amy  men  should  dare  to  ask  a  just 
God's  assistance  in  wringing  their 
bread  from  the  sweat  of  other  men's 
faces.'  Again:  *We  all  declare  for 
liberty;  but  in  using  the  same  word 
we  do  not  mean  the  same  thing.  With 
each  man  to  do  as  he  pleases  with  hlm- 
some  the  word  liberty  may  mean  for 
self  and  the  product  of  his  labor; 
while  with  others  the  same  word  may 
mean  for  some  men  to  do  as  they 
please  with  other  men  and  the  product 
of  other  men's  labor.'  This  latter  idea 
he  indignantly  spumed  as  being  the 
definition  of  the  wolfs  dictionary. 

'Thus  the  lesson  of  the  great  strug- 
gle of  the  sixties  is  of  vital  import  to 
us  today  in  determining  our  attitude  in 
the  still  more  gigantic  struggle  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  wage  slave.  We 
must  stand  for  freedom  of  labor  and 
for  the  abolition  of  the  master  class. 
But  let  us  learn  this  further  lesson: 
That  the  great  physical  strength  was, 
as  we  have  seen,  both  cruel  and  un- 
necessary. Even  so  now  any  shedding 
of  blood — and  physical  conflict — is  both 
cruel  and  unnecessary. 

New  Weapon  Is  Ballot. 

"The  means  for  the  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  the  question  of  wage  slavery  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  laboring  man  him- 
self. The  wage  slave  has  the  ballot. 
He  Is  in  the  immense  majority — more 
than  90  per  cent.  Shall  he  be  not  in- 
formed of  the  power  that  he  holds  in 
his  hands?  'Workingmen  of  the  world, 
unite!  You  have  nothing  to  lose  but 
your  chains!  You  have  a  world  to 
gain! 

"  *The  seed  ye  sow,  another  reaps: 
The  wealth  ye  find,  another  keeps; 
The  robes  ye  weave,  another  wears; 
The  arms  ye  forge,  another  bears.* " 

*•  'Sow  seed,  but  let  no  tyrant  reap; 
Find  wealth — let  no  imposter  heap; 
Weave  robes — let  not  the  idle  wear; 
Forge  arms  in  your  defense  to  bear* " 


Truth  does  not  do  as  much  good  in 
the  world  as  its  counterfeits  do  harm. 
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ELEVATING  THE 

PRINTERS'  CRAfT 


Typographkai  Union  Gives  Novel 
and  Practical  Aid  to  Industrial 
Efficiency. 


While  educators  are  advocatng  in- 
dustrial education  and  philanthropists 
are  loosening  the  purse  strings  to  help 
the  educators,  the  International  Typo- 
graphical Union  has  inaugurated  a 
comprehensive  system  of  supplemental 
trade  education.  It  is  within  the  reach 
of  every  printer  and  is  designed  to  aid 
all  those  who  follow  the  "art  preserva- 
tive of  all  arts"  for  a, livelihood.  Ow- 
ing to  the  impossibility  of  establishing 
a  school  in  every  town,  the  Union 
adopted  the  correspondence  system, 
which  is  furnished  at  approximately 
cost  price — ^20,  payable  on  easy  terms. 
In  order  to  encourage  studiousness  in 
the  craft,  the  International  Union  will 
give  a  prize  or  rebate  of  $5  to  every 
student  who  perseveres  and  completes 
the  course  of  thirty-seven  lessons. 
These  prizes  do  not  go  to  the  unusually 
proficient,  but  to  all  who  show  a  desire 
to  learn  and  are  of  ordinary  capacity. 
Employers  may  supplement  the  Union's 
prize  by  ottering  additional  induce- 
ments to  their  employes  to  take  the 
course,  some  having  promised  to  defray 
all  expenses  incurred  by  their  em- 
ployes. The  feature  of  the  course  is 
not  so  much  the  information  imparted 
by  the  lessons,  as  the  benefit  that  will 
flow  from  criticisms  of  the  student's 
work,  which  will  receive  personal  at- 
tention from  the  experts  at  headquar- 
ters. This  connection  does  not  cease 
when  the  lessons  are  ended.  The  win- 
ner of  a  scholarship  is  entitled  to  con- 
sult the  experts  on  technical  questions 
as  long  as  he  remains  at  the  trade,  be 
that  five  or  fifty  years. 

The  object  of  the  course  is  to  give 
printers  an  opportunity  to  learn  those 
things  in  connection  with  their  busi- 
ness which  is  prevented  by  the  speciali- 
zation of  Industry.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to 
become  more  proficient  than  they  could 
under  the  old  apprenticeship  system, 
the  Union  being  desirous  of  expanding 
the   field   of  the   printer.     More   and 


more  is  the  work  of  the  designer  ob- 
servable in  printed  matter  in  the  shape 
of  appropriate  decorations  and  letter- 
ing. To  a  very  great  extent,  this  is 
being  done  under  the  supervision  of 
commercial  artists.  Some  printers  with 
a  natural  aptitude  for  such  work  have 
been  very  successful  at  it.  Having  two 
men  do  what  one  might  do  is  not  only 
an  economic  waste,  but  it  produces 
comparatively  unsatisfactory  results. 
The  work  being  craftsmanship  rather 
than  art,  it  can  be  mastered  by  the 
average  printer,  and  the  Union  wishes 
to  aid  in  this  natural  expansion  of  the 
trade.  While  other  and  older  branches 
will  not  be  neglected  in  the  course,  the 
new  element  will  be  featured,  as  the 
Union  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  will 
thereby  not  only  be  giving  an  uplift  to 
the  art  preservative,  but  opening  up 
new  avenues  of  lucrative  emplojmaent 
for  its  members.  That  this  may  be 
done  most  efficiently,  the  Union  has  se- 
cured the  services  of  art  instructors 
and  schools  of  design  who  will  bend 
their  energies  toward  simplifying  those 
art  principles  which  the  printer  may 
utilize.  This  information  is  in  the  or- 
dinary art  course,  but  burled  in  a  mass 
of  matter  that  is  confusing  to  the 
printer-student  who  has  the  time  and 
inclination  to  pick  it  out  To  collate 
all  the  information  that  is  beneficial 
and  give  it  wide  circulation  is  the  pur- 
pose of  the  course.  The  I.  T.  U.  Com- 
mission, 120  Sherman  Street,  Chicago, 
111.,  will  furnish  any  printer  with  all 
additional  information  on  receipt  of 
name  and  address. 


How  the  System  Works. 

The  room  adjoining  the  superiutend- 
ent's  office  in  a  large  department  store 
was  crowded  with  women  and  girls. 
All  were  seeking  employment  In  gold 
letters  the  word  'Trlvate"  appeared 
on  the  great  massive  door,  the  door 
which  separated  the  crowd  of  waiting, 
anxious,  unemployed  women  from  the 
man  who  was  to  decide  their  fate. 

In  the  private  office  a  keen,  aggres- 
sive, unsympathetic  appearing  man 
aat  at  a  mahogany  desk.  The  carpet 
was  of  Brussels.  The  furnishings  were 
expensive  in  the  extreme. 

Without  rising  from  his  chair  the 
superintendent  pressed  a  button,  and 
one  of  the  women  was  shown  in. 
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He  scowled  at  her  and  almost  de- 
inanidied  her  name,  age,  place  of  resi 
dence,  experience,  and  salary  exp^dot* 

The  answers  were  given  promipt 
politely,  and  wi-th  no  attempt  to 
oeiva  The  superintendent  was  satis- 
fied with  the  applicant,  hut  he  did  not 
say  so. 

The  position  to  be  filled  was  in  the 
ribbon  department,  and  the  man  be- 
hind the  mahogany  desk  gave  his  in- 
structions as  follows: 

"We  will  expect  you  to  dreas  in  a 
black  skirt  and  white  waist,  unless  we 
adTlse  you  to  the  contrary/' 

'*It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  be 
vaccinated." 

"The  hours  are  8  to  6  with  30  min- 
utes off  for  lunch." 

"Whenever  necessary  you  will  be 
expected  to  work  evenings  until  9 
o'clock  without  extn^  pay." 

"We  will  give  you  $4  a  week  to 
stBLTf.  with,  and  advance  you  if  you 
prove  to  be  a  good  saleslady.  Many 
of  our  girls  are  paid  $6,  $7,  $8,  and 
even  as  high  as  ^10  per  week." 

"Oh.  yes,  I  know  it  is  hard  to  dress 
well  and  obtain  board  and  lodging  on 
%4  a  week,  but  It  can  be  done.  Other 
girls  manage  it,  and  after  you  get  ac- 
quainted with  some  of  them  they  will 
explain  how  easy  it  is — ^to  arrange  such 
matters." 

The  prospective  em«ployee  blushed. 
The  superintendent  had  not  said  in  so 
many  words  that  he  was  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  greatest  schools  of  pros- 
titution in  the  world,  but  his  mean- 
ing was  clear. 

Thanking  him  in  a  trembling  voice 
for  his  kind  offer,  the  woman  arose 
and  left  the  room — another  woman 
was  shown  in. 

How  the  former  gained  the  street 
she  never  knew.  Everything  whirled 
before  her  eyes.  All  she  could  hear 
was  an  ofCer  of  "Four  dollars"  a  week, 
and  the  insult  which  followed. 

The  world  moves  on.  The  position 
at  the  ribbon  counter  was  filled. 

A  week  later  a  woman  committed 
suicide. 

In  her  room — ^a  cold  and  desolate 
room — they  found  her.  Also  there  was 
a  brief  note  which  read: 

"I  prefer  death  to  life,  as  life  has 
been  revealed  to  me.  I  pity  the  shop 
girls.  So  would  the  world  if  the  world 
knew  all." — E.  W.  H.  in  Common 
Sense, 


HMEN'S  UNION. 


STARTLING  FIGURE 


Idle  Woricers,  3,500,000;  400,- 
000  Idle  Cars  on  Railraads; 
$875,000,000  Loss  in  Wages. 


Idle  workers  numbering  3,500,000; 
$65,000,000  of  idle  money  as  shown  by 
the  surplus  reserves  in  the  clearing 
house  banks;  over  400,000  idle  cars 
on  the  railroads;  prices  at  the  lowest 
point  they  have  been  for  three  years. 
These  are  the  conditions  that  mark  the 
panic  in  the  third  week  of  May.  \ 

It  is  estimated  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  that  not  less  than  $875,000,000 
represents  the  loss  in  wages  to  the 
workers  in  the  past  175  days  of  idle- 
ness. 

Idle  cars,  idle  money,  idle  men  are 
all  related  facts.  They  signify  busi- 
ness depression.  -  Whether  the  panic 
has  yet  touched  bottom  is  still  an  un- 
certain question.  According  to  Dun's 
Review  there  is  no  change  to  be  noted 
in  the  mamifacturing  activities  and 
there  are  evidences  that  the  industrial 
conditions  are  now'  reaching  the  point 
when  attempts  of  employers  to  reduce 
wages  will  resuK  in  strikes  and  lock- 
outs. 

There  is  little  doubt  from  present 
appearances  that  there  will  be  an  at- 
tempt to  make  a  general  reduction  In 
wages  by  the  railroads  of  the  country 
on  July  1,  or  a  month  later,  according 
to  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 

Affairs  in  Europe  show  no  improve- 
ment, and  Japan  is  goin«r  through  » 
grave  depression.  Employes  of  the 
English  and  Scotch  shipyards  that 
have  faced  a  severe  cut  in  wages  are 
now  suffering  a  lockout  Over  16,000 
woodworkers  are  thrown  out  of  work 
through  this  lockout,  and  the  mAt^i 
workers  cannot  long  continue  at  worK. 
According  to  the  Iron  Age,  these  work- 
ers are  in  the  midst  of  a  period  of  real 
distress. 

A  war  correspondent,  who  witnessed 
the  entering  of  Port  Arthur  aft^er  th«^ 
siege,  says  that  that  is  the  only  thing 
comparable  in.  his  experience  to  the 
distress  now  going  on  among  the  Eng- 
lish shipyard  employes  out  of  work. 
The  miners  of  Durham  suffered  their 
first  reduction  in  wages  since  1905.  A 
third  of  the  Nottingham  laoemakers 
are  reported  out  of  work. 
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The  slgniflcant  feature  of  the  foreign 
commerce  movement  is  the  heavy  fall- 
hig  off  in  imports  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  last  moiith.  Th«  imports 
of  merchandise  for  April  decreased 
over  $41,000,000  from  the  same  month 
of  the  precedims  year.  The  import 
movement  in  April  was  the  smallest 
for  two  years  and  represented  a  de- 
crease of  31  per  cent,  from  Aoril.  !«'»'' 
Export  movement  of  conunodities  is 
greatly  restricted.  All  breadstufEs  ex- 
hibit smaller  outflow,  this  being  espe- 
cially marked  in  corn.  2.000,000  bush- 
els being  shipped  this  year  againet  a 
million  last. 

Immigration  during  April  continued 
to  reflect  the  panic  and  fell  off  71  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  April  of  last 
year.  The  numA>er  of  aliens  entering 
last  month  was  41.000.  as  agalnat  145.- 
000  a  year  aso.  This  is  the  smallest 
April  movement  in  yeara 

"Not  in  a  generation.*'  says  the 
Painters*  Journal,  *'has  such  wide- 
spread inactivity  prevailed  in  railroad 
paint  shop  affairs  as  the  present  day 
discloses.  An  army  of  painters  are 
seeking  employment  in  other  callings." 

Conditions  In  the  iron  and  steel  trade 
have  in  no  way  improved.  Says  the 
Iron  Age:  *'AU  semblance  of  main- 
taining prices  In  pig  iron  has  disap- 
peared." In  finished  material  there 
is  no  change  and  the  market  continues 
quiet.  The  latest  meeting  of  pig  iron 
and  ore  men  served  simply  to  sihow  the 
real  condition  and  convince  companies 
that  efforts  to  maintain  prices  are  use- 
less. 

From  Sharon  comes  the  statement 
that  the  merchant  furnaces  of  the  two 
valleys  are  practically  idle,  and  in 
SharpsviUe  only  one  of  seven  atacks 
is  running.  The  Lake  Superior  Cor- 
poration's rail  mill  of  Philadelphia 
continues  out  of  operation,  and  one  of 
the  pig  iron  furnaces  is  also  closed 
down. 

One  of  the  most  significant  thine^s  at 
present,  when  the  spring  building 
should  be  at  its  heigbt.  are  tftie  stat- 
tietics  of  building,  ^r  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year  building  has  fallen 
off  37  per  cent.,  and  in  New  York  the 
decrease  has  been  52  per  cent. 

According  to  the  Economist  the  rec- 
ord of  failures  is  impressive.  The 
number  during  Anril  was  1,152.  with 
liabilities  of  $22,000,000.  against  733 
for  April  last  year,  with  liabilities  of 
$9,000,000. 


Railroad  traflic  is  as  good  a  measure 
of  the  volume  of  business  as  any.  and 
the  report  of  idle  cars  rendered  from 
time  to  time  by  the  ear  service  bureau 
Is  now  watched  carefully  by  all  wlio 
study  this  question.  The  idle  cans  in- 
creased in  number  37^835  between 
April  15  and  April  29. 

Conceming  condiltions  in  Chicagpo 
the  Wall  Street  Journal  says:  •'Busi- 
ness still  gets  worse.  This  is  espe- 
cially so  with  the  larger  industrial 
lines  like  iron  and  steel.  The  improve- 
ment noted  a  week  or  two  ago  in  build- 
ing projects  and  the  lumber  industry 
has  not  held.  Railroad  traffic  has  de- 
clined still  further.  An  important 
stock  commission  house  that  does  a 
large  out-of-town  business  reports  Its 
time  money  committments  30  per  cent, 
of  the  normal  amount" 

Stagnation  in  the  copper  industry 
continues,  and  Bradstreet  reports  lower 
prices  and  light  buying  in  thatt  trade. 

Cotton  is  being  watched  with  great 
interest.  This  week  has  seen  a  sensa- 
tional rise  in  cotton.  The  crop  report 
was  the  cause  of  it.  The  cotton  market 
has  beoome  a  weather  affair  and  wiM 
for  the  next  few  weeks  move  with  the 
weather  prevailing  in  the  cotton  States. 
Meanwhile  the  price  of  cotton  goods 
has  gone  to  the  lowest  point  so  far 
reached,  and  there  are  no  indications 
of  resumption  of  work  in  the  cotton 
mills. 

Gold  exports  and  the  repayment  of 
United  States  deposits  have  not  great- 
ly diminished  the  resources  of  the 
banks.  The  total  cash  holdings  of  the 
clearing  house  banks,  trust  companies 
and  State  banks  of  Greater  New  York 
are  placed  at  the  enormous  figure  of 
$444,000,000.  or  one-eighth  of  the  en- 
tire stock  of  money  in  the  United 
States. 

There  is  a  marked  disposition  among 
Canadian  industrial  companies  to  re- 
duce wages,  but  wherever  this  is  hin- 
dered by  organized  labor  the  men  are 
discharged. 

The  larger  brass  foundry  and  manu- 
facturing interests  are  now  operating 
about  five  days  a  week  with  consider- 
ably reduced  forces.  They  are  work- 
ing at  about  50  per  cent  of  their  nor- 
mal capacity.  The  capper  wire  manu- 
factures are  understood  to  be  produc- 
ing lees  than  50  per  cent,  of  their  usual 
quota.  No  large  business  in  either 
line  is  yet  in  sight. — Mine  Workers* 
Journal 
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THE  RIGHT  TO  BOYCOTT, 


It  is  a  Personal  Right  and  is 
the  Exercise  of  a  Personal 
Privilege. 


It  is  unfortunate  that  at  about  the 
time  the  Supreme  Ck)urt  has  declared 
that  the  right  of  a  railroad  to  deny 
employment  to  union  men  is  inalien- 
able it  should  have  declared  that  the 
right  of  union  men  to  boycott  goods 
made  by  non-union  labor  was  inde- 
fensible. 

The  one  principle  is  the  antidote  of 
the  other.  The  boycott  is  merely  the 
modern  development  of  a  practice  that 
has  for  many  years  prevailed  in  com- 
merce and  social  intercourse.  It  is,  in 
fact,  if  not  in  open  avowal,  an  import- 
ant part  in  almost  all  co-operative  en- 
terprises or  agreements.  The  refusal 
of  a  railroad  to  employ  union  labor  is 
a  boycott  against  union  labor.  Mer- 
chants agreeing  to  concentrate  their 
shipments  over  one  road  is  a  boycott 
of  the  rival  road  that  has  injured  the 
merchants  by  some  rule  or  practice. 
The  boycott  in  business  is  like  party 
organization  In  politics.  The  labor  or- 
ganization establishes  an  unfair  list 
just  as  the  party  organization  puts 
under  the  ban  politicians  who  have 
been  faithless  to  party  pledges,  or  men 
whoi  if  elected,  will  work  against  party 
interests. 

The  physicians  of  one  school  will 
not  consult  with  the  followers  of  an- 
other school. 

Newspapers  are  constantly  threat- 
ened with  a  boycott,  and  at  times  they 
have  seen  these  threats  put  in  execu- 
tion. 

The  boycott  is  a  power  that  is  often 
abused,  lightly  invoked,  unwisely  em- 
ployed, but  it  is  a  personal  right;  it  is 
the  exercise  of  a  personal  privilege;  it 
is  a  contract  to  public  policy,  and  It  is 
a  weapon  the  people  will  not  surrender 
without  a  struggle.  It  Is  applied  as 
frequently  by  organized  capital  as  by 
organized  labor,  but  it  does  not  belong 
exclusively  to  either  class;  it  Is  a 
natural  right,  a  reserved  right,  to  be 
Invoked  at  different  times  for  different 
purposes. 

That  It  is  subject  to  abuse,  that  it  is 
often  abused,  does  not  justify  its  nul- 


lification, does  not  call  for  legislation 
putting  it  under  the  ban. 

Furthermore,  the  publication  of  a 
boycott,  the  appearance  of  a  list  of 
firms  or  goods  "we  do  not  patronize" 
is  the  least  harmful  of  the  boycott  It 
arouses  an^ong  others  the  purpose  to 
support  those  assailed,  but  the  secret 
boycott  does  its  work  without  arousing 
defenders. 

Men  should  invoke  the  power  of  the 
boycott  less  frequently  than  they  do. 
It  is  at  best  an  appeal  to  a  rough  form 
of  justice;  it  should  be  used  only  for 
securing  a  square  deal,  for  rectifying 
a  wrong,  but  it  is  rightly  considered  by 
the  great  majority  of  the  American 
people  a  valuable  weapon  of  offense 
and  defense. 

Business  associations  are  based  large- 
ly on  the  principle  of  the  boycott  In- 
surance companies  organize  under- 
writers' associations,  and  they  put  in 
operation  a  boycott  against  non-board 
agents.  The  banks  form  their  clearing 
house  associations  and  enforce  their 
decrees  by  one  form  of  the  boycott.  So 
it  is  with  passenger  agents  and  their 
associations,  with  contractors'  associa- 
tions, with  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
and  with  all  of  its  imitators. — Louis- 
ville Post. 


To  Thomas  Moore. 

My  boat  is  on  the  shore, 
And  my  bark  is  on  the  sea; 

But  before  I  go,  Tom  Moore, 
Here's  a  double  health  to  thee! 

Here's  a  sigh  for  thoee  that  love  me. 
And  a  smile  for  thoee  who  hate; 

And,  whatever  sky's  above  me. 
Here's  a  heart  for  every  fate. 

Though  the  ocean  roar  around  me, 
Yet  It  still  shall  bear  me  on; 

Though  a  desert  should  surround  me. 
It  hath  springs  that  may  be  won. 

Were't  the  last  drop  in  the  well. 

As  I  gasp  upon  the  brink. 
Ere  my  fainting  spirit  fell 

'Tis  to  thee  that  I  would  drink. 

With  that  water,  as  this  wine. 

The  libation  I  would  pour 
Should  be — Peace  with  thine  and  mine. 

And  a  health  to  thee,  Tom  Moore! 

— Lord  Byron. 
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NEEDLESS  SUUGHTER  ON  THE 
RAILROADS. 

Bt  J.  G.  Phelps  Stokes. 

"The  diminution  in  tbe  number  or 
severity  of  accidents  affecting  only 
trainmen  is  due  not  alone  to  a  falling 
off  in  traffic,  but  also  to  the  diminished 
pressure  under  which  the  trainmen  do 
their  work.  With  the  reduction  of  vol- 
ume in  traffic  there  has  been  less  of 
overwork  and  excessive  hours.  ..." 

These  words,  quoted  from  Accident 
Bulletin  No.  26  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission,  covering  railroad 
accidents  in  the  United  States  for  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1907,  afford  in- 
teresting food  for  reflection. 

Not  only  has  the  number  of  accidents 
affecting  only  trainmen  been  far  less 
during  this  period  of  "less  overwork 
and  excessive  hours,"  but  the  fre- 
quency of  accidents  to  passengers  has 
fallen  off  similarly.  As  to  the  various 
classes  of  accidents,  the  Bulletin  says 
there  have  been  "marked  decreases  in 
nearly  every  item." 

Despite  these  "marked  decreases," 
we  find  that  1,092  persons  were  killed 
and  19,366  severely  Injured  by  train 
accidents  during  the  three  months  in 
question.  I  say  "severely,"  because 
"accidents  to  employes  resulting  in 
light  injuries  which  do  not  prevent  the 
employe  injured  from  performing  his 
accustomed  service  for  more  than  three 
days  in  the  aggregate  during  the  ten 
days  immediately  following  the  acci- 
dent, are  not  reported." 

It  would  be  interesting  if  we  could 
learn  to  what  extent  railroad  casualties 


would  be  further  diminished  if  there 
were  no  overwork  at  all;  if,  for  in- 
stance, it  were  a  criminal  offense  for 
the  officers  of  a  railroad  needlessly  to 
place  the  lives  of  its  passengers  in  the 
hands  of  overworked  trainmen. 

The  same  bulletin  that  I  have  quoted 
reports  over  2,000  collisions  and  nearly 
2,000  derailments  during  the  quarter. 
Of  these  it  tabulates  the  evident  causes 
of  the  accidents  in  the  41  of  the  more 
prominent  cases.  Let  us  consider  the 
cases  of  some  of  these  accidents  as 
stated  by  the  commission: 

"Collision  No.  3. — Cause,  engineman 
(killed)  disregarded  flag.  Had  been  on 
duty  28  hours. 

"Collision  No.  4. — Cause,  misplaced 
switch;  misplaced  by  brakeman  of 
seven  months'  experience,  on  duty  18 
hours  30  minutes. 

"Collision  No.  5.— Cause,  failure  to 
protect  standing  freight  train  by  flag; 
conductor  asleep  in  cab;  flagman  also 
in  caboose.  These  men  on  duty  13 
hours  57  minutes. 

"Collision  No.  9. — Passenger  train 
ran  past  automatic  block  signal  indi- 
cating stop  and  struck  passenger  train 
standing  at  station.  Engineman  on 
duty  14  hours  28  minutes. 

"Collision  No.  13.— Freight  ap- 
proached crossing  not  under  control. 
Conductor  of  freight  train  had  been 
on  duty  21  hours  and  engineman  13 
hours. 

"Collision  No.  22. — Misplaced  switch. 
Brakeman,  eight  months'  experience, 
on  duty  20  hours  40  minutes,  should 
have  closed  switch. 

"Collision  No.  23.— Disregard  of  dis- 
tant and  home  signals  approaching  sta- 
tion. Engineman  believed  to  have  been 
asleep;  brakeman  in  cab  also  probably 
asleep. 

"Collision  No.  28. — Conductor  and 
engineman,  north  bound  freight,  en- 
croach on  the  time  of  regular  south- 
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bound  passenger  train.     Men  on  duty 
19  hours  52  minutes. 

"Derailment  No.  2.--Runaway  on  2.2 
per  cent,  descending  grade;  bad  man- 
agement of  air;  train  pike  leaky;  hand- 
brakes not  promptly  used.  Enginemen, 
on  duty  28  hours,  did  not  seasonably 
signal  to  apply  hand-brakes." 

There  is  no  need  of  quoting  further 
from  the  record.  If  the  traveling  pub- 
lic of  America  realized  the  degree  in 
which  their  lives  are  habitually  jeopar- 
dized by  the  mad  demands  of  those  who 
prefer  private  dividends  to  public 
safety,  there  would  be  such  an  outcry 
against  the  death-dealing  "economies" 
of  most  of  our  railroads  that  private 
individuals  would  no  longer  be  per- 
mitted to  operate  public  necessities  for 
private  profit. 

When  overwork  and  exhaustion  cause 
such  destruction  of  life  and  limb  in  a 
period  of  less  overwork  than  usual,  how 
much  more  terrible  must  be  the  un- 
usual conditions! 

James  J.  Hill,  president  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railroad,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  financiers  of  America,  was  re- 
cently widely  quoted  as  saying  that  he 
never  started  on  a  railroad  journey 
without  wondering  whether  he  would 
reach  his  destination  alive.  Yet  such  is 
the  mad  scramble  for  dividends  that  he, 
like  every  other  railroad  investor,  is 
willing  to  take  needless  chances,  and 
appears  to  prefer  maximum  dividends 
to  maximum  security  of  travel. 

Of  course  there  will  always  be  rail- 
road accidents.  The  best  of  men  make 
mistakes,  even  when  not  overworked, 
and  railroad  employes  cannot  be  as^ 
sumed  to  be  exceptions  to  the  rule.  But 
accidents  that  result  from  enforced 
overwork  should  not  be  tolerated  or  ex- 
cused by  a  security-seeking  or  justice- 
loving  people. 

When  the  profit  system  is  superseded 
and  railroads  are  run  for  public  serv- 
ice Instead  of  for  dividends,  all  need 
for  overwork  except  in  cases  of  rare 
emergency  will  have    vanished.      Till 


then  we  must  expect  to  see  tens  of 
thousands  driven  to  exhaustion  by  the 
lash  of  wage  slavery  in  the  railroad 
service,  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
maimed  and  slaughtered  needlessly  as 
a  result. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1907,  the  number  of  passengers  and 
railroad  employes  killed  and  injured  in 
railroad  accidents  in  the  United  States 
was  81,286,  this  number  being  exclu- 
sive of  upward  of  10,000  casualties  to 
trespassers  upon  rights  of  way,  etc. 


PREPARE  rOR  WAR. 

"In  time  of  peace  prepare  for 
war,"  is  an  admonition  as  old  as  the 
hills.  Under  the  present  "tooth  and 
claw"  system,  the  wisdom  and  truth 
contained  in  this  advice  is  unques- 
tionable. 

•At  this  very  moment,  Mr.  Switch- 
man, it  behooves  you,  yes,  and  every 
man  in  the  land,  to  prepare  for  war, 
we  mean  industrial  war,  for  it  is 
only  a  few  days  away,  and  this  is  just 
as  certain  as  that  upon  the  morrow  the 
sun  will  rise  in  the  east. 

Our  employers  are  organized  as 
they  never  were  before.  They  stand 
as  a  unit,  one  solid  phalanx,  in  abso- 
lute harmony  of  purpose  and  that  is 
to  crush  organized  labor. 

The  employers  have  gone  mad. 
crazy,  absolutely  insane  in  their  de- 
termination to  annihilate  the  unions 
in  this  country.  Everywhere  and 
every  place  organized  labor  shows  its 
head  it  gets  a  crack,  and  we  are  to 
be  clubbed  and  starved  into  submis- 
sion. On  several  railroads  the  men 
have  been  notified  to  drop  their 
unions  or  sever  their  connection  with 
the  corporation.  Particularly  is  this 
true  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
where  this  edict  was  handed  out  to 
the  carmen,  and  we  are  informed  the 
firemen  were  approached  in  a  similar 
manner. 
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On  one  road  they  have  issued  a 
bulletin  stating  any  employee  caught 
reading  Socialist  literature  would  be 
dismissed,  and  two  employees  desir- 
ing to  know  if  the  company  would 
carry  out  the  mandate  of  that  bulle- 
tin, stuck  each  an  Appeal  to  Reason 
in  his  outside  pocket  so  it  could  be 
observed  at  a  glance,  and  lo,  and  be- 
hold, the  two  gentlemen  were  called 
to  the  office  and  told  their  senrioes 
were  no  longer  desired. 

Now  you  "free"  born  Americans 
what  do  you  think  of  that? 

Don't  you  think  our  masters  have 
lost  their  senses  through  fear? 

Tes,  and  our  masters  have  made  an 
autocrat  out  of  one  of  "our"  cabinet 
officers,  the  postmaster  general.  This 
man  has  been  made  censor  of  the 
press,  with  arbitrary  power  to  deny 
the  mails  to  any  paper,  which  in 
HIS  judgment  may  be  termed  incen- 
diary. From  this  man's  decision 
there  is  no  appeal,  ABSOLUTELY 
none. 

And  why  was  this  done?  Simply 
to  stifle  the  voice  of  labor,  and  while 
labor  has  been  shackled  hand  and 
foot,  by  recent  decisions  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  and  is  lying  prostrate 
in  the  dust,  branded  as  an  outlaw, 
the  prostrate  victim  must  be  further 
dressed  to  the  master's  liking,  and 
this  is  to  be  done  by  putting  this 
gag  in  labor's  mouth,  the  denial  to 
the  mails  of  our  papers,  periodicals 
and  journals.  Labor,  that  is,  organ- 
ized union  labor,  is  to  be  so  fixed  it 
cannot  let  a  grunt  out  of  It. 

Tes,  Mr.  Switchman,  and  all  toilers, 
we  are  up  against  it,  and  the  only 
reason  that  your  wages  haven't  been 
reduced  at  this  time  is  because  our 
masters  have  a  man  whom  they  want 
In  Teddy's  place,  and  our  masters  are 
going  to  be  real  nice  until  after  elec- 
tion. In  fact  you  will  see  a  tempor- 
ary resumption  of  business  until  elec- 


tion, for  you  must  have  sense  enough 
to  know  "Injunction  Bill"  can  never 
be  elected  on  a  "panic  wave,"  conse- 
quently our  masters  will  manufacture 
a  little  "prosperity  wave"  that  will  do 
service  until  "Injunction  Bill"  gets 
seated.  Then,  presto  change!  more 
depression.  Then  will  come  your 
turn,  Mr.  Switchman!  Yes,  and  you 
Mr.  Engineer,  Mr.  Fireman,  Mr.  s^ 
Brakeman  and  Mr.  Conductor.  Just 
as  soon  as  this  election  is  over  you 
had  better  be  prepared  to  fight  a  wage 
reduction,  because  you  are  going  to 
face  this  proposition,  just  as  sure  as 
some  of  your  leaders  will  be  quietly, 
if  not  openly,  supporting  "Injunction 
Bill." 

So,  Switchmen  and  all  railroadmen, 
you  had  better  get  busy,  get  busy 
right  away.  Close  up  the  gaps  in  your 
ranks.  Get  together  in  your  lodge 
room  and  talk  "alliance"  of  all  rail- 
road crafts,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
present  a  solid  and  united  front  to 
the  corporations  when  they  attempt 
to  reduce  the  measly  pittance  we 
are  now  receiving  called  wages. 

Wake  up!  Organize!  Get  every 
man  in  line  because  you  will  be  on 
the  firing  line  along  about  the  holidays. 


WHY  BOYCOTT   IS  JUSTIFIED 
BY  UNIONS. 

Captain  Boycott  lived  in  County 
Wexford,  Ireland.  He  was  a  disagree- 
able neighbor.  He  took  advantage  of 
all  public  Improvements  and  refused 
to  pay  for  them.  He  took  every  ad- 
vantage of  his  neighbors  that  he  could. 
In  time  his  neighbors  refused  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  him.  They  would 
not  buy  from  or  sell  to  him;  would 
not  speak  or  recognize  him — until  at 
last  by  this  means  they  drove  the  cap- 
tain to  the  necessity  of  being  civil 
with  his  kind.    The  term  boycott  is  de- 
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rived  from  the  experience  of  Captain 
Boycott. 

We  are  hearing  much  now  of  labor 
boycotts.  The  supreme  court  and  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt  have  declared  against 
the  boycott. 

We  believe  the  president  and  court 
wrong.  Our  beliefs  are  only  import- 
ant in  so  far  as  our  reasons  are  con- 
vincing. 

We  base  our  conviction  on  what  is 
termed  the  first  law  of  nature.  Self 
preservation.  Our  highest  duty  is  self 
protection.  So  important  has  it  been 
considered  that  the  civil  law  early 
made  suicide  a  crime  and  the  church 
condenmed  the  self  destroyer  to  helL 
It  Is  everywhere  believed  that  one 
rightfully  may  Mil  others  if  it  is  es- 
sential to  his  own  preservation.  So- 
ciety is  co-operative. 

The  labor  leader,  Samuel  Gompers, 
insists  if  men  can  not  obtain  fair  treat- 
ment from  a  certain  manufacturer, 
they  have  the  right  to  call  upon  their 
fellow  men  to  refuse  to  buy  the  pro- 
duct of  that  manufacturer.  We  be- 
lieve Mr.  Gompers  is  right. 

If  it  is  right  for  a  nation  to  protect 
itself  from  the  unfair  and  life  destroy- 
ing competition  of  the  Chinese  scabs 
by  an  exclusion  act,  it  must  be  fair  for 
a  union  to  protect  itself  from  imfalr 
scabs  at  home  by  an  exclusion  policy. 

The  president  says,  union  men  have 
a  right  to  peacefully  persuade  other 
men  not  to  work  for  an  unfair  em- 
ployer. There  is  no  difference  in  prin- 
ciple between  asking  a  man  not  to 
work  for  another  and  asking  him  not 
to  speak  to  or  buy  from  him. 

A  wife  and  children  look  to  a  hus- 
band and  father  for  support  and  pro- 
tection. If  the  father  should  tell  his 
wife  and  children  not  to  buy  any  hats 
of  a  certain  manufacturer  we  would 
all  concede  the  father's  right  to  so 
command.  A  labor  federation  Is  the 
provider  and  protector  of  its  members 


and  that  associated  with  them,  and  has 
as  much  right  to  advise  its  members 
not  to  buy  from  its  enemies  as  a  father 
to  advise  his  children. 

If  It  is  right  for  a  man  to  take  life 
to  protect  himself  from  footpads  who 
threaten  to  take  his  money  at  the 
muzzle  of  a  revolver,  then  it  Is  equally 
right  for  him  to  ask  his  friends  to  aid 
him  in  the  unequal  struggle  against 
those  who  by  indirection  would  de- 
prive him  of  the  means  of  supporting 
his  little  ones.. 

We  believe  in  the  brotherhood  of 
man. 

It  is  right  for  you  to  say  to  your 
brother  that  a  certain  man  will  not 
give  you  work  at  a  fair  rate  and  there- 
fore your  brother  should  not  help  to 
support  that  man,  for  If  misfortune 
overtakes  your  brother  It  is  you  and 
not  that  unfair  employer  who  must 
lend  a  hand. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  the  boycott  Is 
ever  necessary.  It  Is  also  too  bad  that 
we  have  to  put  bad  men  In  peniten- 
tiaries, but  whining  will  not  obviate 
the  necessity. 

For  those  who  will  not  be  persuaded 
to  be  fair  the  boycott  Is  a  Justifiable 
weapon. 

This  article  will  be  read  by  70,000 
people.  If  any  of  them  believe  us 
wrong  we  will  gladly  present  their 
Bide.— The  Owl. 


A  DAILY  PAPER  fOR  THE 
WORKERS. 

We  hear  frequently  about  the  power 
of  the  dally  press,  but  whose  press  Is  It, 
and  for  whom  Is  its  power  used?  Cer- 
tainly not  for  labor.  EJvery  union  man 
knows  how  the  dally  papers  mostly 
Ignore  the  labor  movement  or  continu- 
ally misrepresent  and  belittle  it.  Hence 
the  need  for  a  daily  press  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  workers  is  con- 
stantly felt.  Nearly  two  years  ago  the 
pioneer  American  dally  paper  for  the 
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working  class  was  started  in  Chicago, 
and  since  that  time  the  Chicago  Daily 
Socialist  has  been  successfully  main- 
tained against  great  odds  and  has  been 
of  the  greatest  service  to  the  labor 
unions  and  the  socialist  movement, 
particularly  in  the  Middle  West.  With 
one  paper  in  the  field  showing  what 
could  be  done,  the  desirability  of 
others  of  the  same  kind  became  even 
more  apparent.  Plans  for  a  working- 
man's  daily  paper  in  New  York  had 
been  under  way  for  several  years  and 
it  was  finally  decided  to  publish  the 
paper  this  year.  So  on  May  30th  the 
first  number  of  the  New  York  Evening 
Call  appeared  and  its  "birthday"  was 
celebrated  by  a  mass-meeting  in  Grand 
Central  Palace.  Its  circulation  from 
the  first  exceeded  the  expectations  of 
its  most  enthusiastic  supporters;  yet 
the  Call  has  been  in  existence  such  a 
short  time  that  we  cannot  realize  what 
it  can  and  will  do  for  the  cause  of  la- 
bor. We  may,  however,  suggest  a  few 
possibilities  to  union  men.  Supposing 
there  is  a  strike,  the  Call  will  give  the 
real  facts  of  the  case  and  champion 
the  cause  of  the  strikers.  For  instance, 
in  the  issue  of  Saturday,  June  20th, 
under  the  headline  "Pinkerton's  An 
noying  Striking  Iron  Workers,"  we 
find  this  statement:  "They  (the  strik- 
ers) are  careful  not  to  be  drawn  into 
violence,  as  the  firm  has  secured  about 
a  dozen  strike-breakers  who  are  ready 
to  pick  up  trouble  any  time.  The 
strikers  claim  that  the  strike-breakers 
carry  revolvers  and  the  union  will  at 
the  first  opportunity  prosecute  them 
for  carrying  concealed  weapons."  This 
does  not  sound  much  like  the  usual 
accounts  of  "violence  in  strikes,"  does 
it?  But  it  is  not  only  in  time  of 
strikes  that  the  Call  will  prove  useful; 
at  all  times  it  will  give  special  atten- 
tion to  publishing  the  truth  about  in- 
dustrial and  trade  conditions  and 
about  the  aims  and  progress  of  the  la- 
bor  movement.     Especially   in   times 


like  these  when  men  and  women  are 
out  of  work  and  starving,  it  will  not 
try  to  convince  the  workers  that 
"prosperity"  is  at  hand,  it  will  show 
the  real  condition  of  affairs  so  that 
they  may  understand  the  seriousness 
of  the  problems  that  face  them. 

Yes,  but  union  men  may  say  "this  is 
all  very  well  for  a  promise,  but  how 
do  we  know  that  it  will  be  so?"  We 
could  not  blame  them  for  being  rather 
shy  of  promises  unless  they  know 
where  they  come  from.  But  "there's 
a  reason"  why  the  Call  has  to  be  true 
to  its  promise  to  support  the  cause  of 
labor — it  is  owned,  managed  and 
financed  by  the  working  class  and  de- 
pends'on  them  for  support  It  is  pub- 
lished by  a  co-operativei  association  of 
workingmen  and  women  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Socialist  party,  and  its 
board  of  management  includes  several 
union  men  among  its  most  active  and 
efficient  members.  Such  funds  as  the 
paper  has  come  from  these  men  and 
women  and  other  workers  who  approve 
their  work,  and  all  future  support 
must  come  from  the  same  source  so 
that,  like  every  enterprise,  the  paper 
must  serve  the  interest  of  its  owners. 

One  way  to  be  sure  about  it  is  to 
read  the  Call  and  judge  for  yourself 
whether  it  does  or  does  not  keep  its 
promise,  then  act  accordingly.  Many 
unions  of  New  York  City  and  vicinity, 
where  the  Call  naturally  has  its  chief 
support,  have  fouiid  it  up  to  their 
standard  and  have  publicly  expressed 
their  satisfaction  in  official  endorse- 
ments. We  appreciate  these  endorse- 
ments and  the  aid  that  they  promise 
us.  And  if  you,  too,  find  the  Call  is 
loyal  to  your  interests,  is  it  too  much 
to  ask  you  to  support  it  loyally  by 
reading  and  circulating  it,  and  by  giv- 
ing such  financial  aid  as  may  be  pos- 
sible? With  such  support  from  union 
men,  the  Call  can  become  a  power  in 
the  land  for  the  advancement  of  la- 
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bor's  interests,  and  its  success  will  in 
turn  encourage  similar  enterprises 
until  the  working  class  of  America 
possess  a  daily  press  worthy  of  their 
cause.  Alice  M.  Bubnhah. 


HERE'S  YOUR   BOASTED  CIV- 
ILIZATION. 

New  York,  June  3. — More  than  500 
children  in  two  school  districts  on  the 
East  Side  are  in  need  of  food;  in  many 
cases  it  has  been  found  that  these  chil- 
dren go  without  eating  on  an  average 
of  two  days  each  week;  many  of  them 
have  fainted  in  school  from  lack  of 
nourishment. 

Reports  of  these  conditions  today  set 
at  work  the  school  board  members 
and  the  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor. 

Late  today  a  special  committee  of 
school  directors  from  the  Eiast  Side 
decided  to  arrange  for  the  immediate 
opening  of  two  kitchens  on  the  lower 
East  Side,  at  which  the  hungry  chil- 
dren may  be  fed.  While  the  funds  for 
the  support  of  these  kitchens  have  been 
supplied  in  part,  the  public  has  been 
so  stirred  by  the  disclosures  of  the 
pitiable  plight  of  the  children  that  the 
committee  anticipates  no  trouble  in 
securing  by  subscription  all  the  money 
needed  for  the  purpose. 

Hundreds  of  Bast  Side  families  are 
destitute  as  the  result  of  the  business 
depression.  While  it  had  been  known 
that  there  was  considerable  suftering 
as  a  result  of  enforced  idleness,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  poverty  that  existed  and  its 
disastrous  reaction  upon  the  children 
of  the  district  had  not  until  recently 
been  realized  by  the  public. 

The  revelations  of  the  last  day  or 
two,  however,  have  caused  active  meas- 
ures for  relief  to  be  instituted.  Not 
only  have  the  school  authorities  taken 
up  the  matter,  but  various  charitable 
societies  have  begun  active  work  for 
alleviating  the  distress.    Among  those 


are  the  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor  and  the  United 
Hebrew  Charities. 

The  teachers'  and  principals'  organ- 
ization, perfected  today,  is  to  be  called 
the  Children's  Relief  Society,  and  to- 
night it  made  announcement  that  to- 
morrow the  hungry  children  in  many 
of  tl^e  lower  East  Side  schools  would 
receive  tickets  entitling  them  to  a  sub- 
stantial luncheon  of  soup,  an  egg, 
plenty  of  rolls  and  butter,  crackers  and 
sterilized  milk. 


THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY  CON- 
TEMPTUOUSLY SPURNS  OR- 
GANIZED UBOR'S  DEMANDS 

The  injunction  plank  inserted  in  the 
platform  of  the  Republican  party  at 
its  recent  national  convention  in  Chi- 
cago, is  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  American  workman,  and  any  union 
man  who  will  vote  for  this  plank  and 
"Injunction  Bill"  is  incomparably 
lower  than  the  blackest  scab  that  ever 
took  an  honest  man's  job. 

We  here  submit  what  labor  asked 
for  and  what  labor  got 

WHAT  LABOB   ASKRD   FOR. 

We  pledge  ourselves  to  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  issuance 
of  injunctions  in  cases  arising  out  of 
labor  disputes,  tchen  8uch  injunctions 
would  not  apply  when  no  labor  dis- 
putes existed,  and  that  in  no  case  shall 
an  injunction  be  issued  when  there 
exists  a  remedy  by  the  ordinary  pro- 
cess of  law;  and  which  act  shall  pro- 
vide that  in  the  procedure  for  the  pun- 
ishment for  contempt  of  court  the 
party  cited  for  contempt  shall,  when 
such  contempt  was  not  committed  in 
the  actual  presence  of  the  court,  be 
entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury. 

WHAT   LABOR   GOT. 

The  Republican  party  will  uphold  a% 
all  times  the  authority  and  integrity 
of  the  courts,  state  and  federal^  and 
wJll  ever  Insist  that  their  powers  to 
enforce  their  process  and  to  protect 
life,  liberty  and  property  shall  be  pre- 
served inviolate.    We  believe,  however. 
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that  the  rules  of  procedure  In  the  fed- 
eral courts  with  respect  to  the  issuance 
of  the  writ  of  injunction  should  be 
more  accurately  defined  by  statute  and 
that  no  injunction  or  temporary  re- 
straining order  should  be  issued  with- 
out notice,  except  where  irreparable 
injury  would  result  from  delay,  in 
which  case  a  speedy  hearing  thereafter 
should  be  granted. 

When  "Injunction  Bill"  received  the 
news  from  Chicago,  how  the  conven- 
tion had  responded  to  Samuel  Gom- 
pers'  pleading,  he  was  overcome  with 
d-e-e-Mght  and  split  his  sides  with 
laughter.  Here's  a  picture  of  "Injunc- 
tion "Bill"  when  the  long-distance 
'phone  brought  the  news: 


Building  trades  . . .  1,350,000       500,000 
Mining 600,000       200,000 


\-, 


'Injunction  Bill"  looks  pleased — ^no 
\       ^--(fljr courtesy  of  Buffalo  Times.) 


v/5,305,i 


000    NUMBER    Of 
EMPLOYED. 

The  following  statistics  have  been 
carefully  gathered  from  many  sources 
by  the  Chicago  Daily  Socialist,  and 
are  absolutely  reliable;  in  fact,  they 
fall  short  of  the  actual  number  of  un- 
employed in  this  country  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  if  another 
million  were  added  to  this  number  the 
figures  would  not  exaggerate: 
Total  Unemployed  in  United 
States. 

NOW  UN- 

labosebs  engaged  in  employed. 
Manufacturing  ...  5.470,000    2,605,000 
Unskilled  laborers.  3,000.000    1,000.000 
Trade    and    trans- 
portation  5.000,000    1,000,000 


Total 15,420,000    5.305,000 

The  industrial  panic  of  1907-08  has 
laid  its  hand  on  6,305,000  persons  in 
the  United  States  and  deprived  them 
of  a  means  of  livelihood.  It  has  sep- 
arated 6,305,000  pairs  of  hands  from 
the  means  whereby  those  hands  earned 
a  living  for  their  owners  and  those  de- 
pending upon  them. 

Some  of  these  6,305,000  are  still  liv- 
ing comfortably  on  the  means  they  had 
laid  by  in  prosperous  times;  others 
are  on  the  ragged  edge  of  poverty  and 
tens  of  thousands  are  actually  starv- 
ing. 

Neither  the  above  computation  nor 
the  above  description  is  an  exaggera- 
tion. The  statistics  on  which  the  num- 
ber of  unemployed  was  estimated  were 
gathered  with  the  utmost  care  by  the 
Daily  Socialist,  All  deductions  drawn 
therefrom  are  conservative. 

Fbom  Many  Sources. 

At  the  top  of  this  column  is  a  table 
giving  the  results  of  the  Daily  Social- 
ist*s  poll  of  the  unemployed.  This 
table  is  compiled  from  statistics  based 
upon  information  from  a  large  number 
of  sources,  principally  reports  from 
persons  concerned,  trade  unions  and 
trade  papers  and  the  financial  Journals. 
In  nearly  every  case  all  of  these 
sources  were  used  and  the  results  from 
source  checked  against  each  of 
others.  An  examination  of  these 
detail  will  show  them  to  be 
well  within  the  truth  at  every  point 
as  to  the  number  of  the  unemployed. 

In  the  iron  and  steel  industry,  for 
example,  the  steel  trust  reported  that 
it  was  using  but  25  per  cent,  of  its 
capacity.  This  would  have  meant  that 
over  600.000  are  out  of  wor^.  In  "ve- 
hicles for  land  transportation"  all  re- 
ports showed  that  the  great  car  and 
locomotive  shops  where  most  of  these 
men  are  employed,  had  practically 
closed  up.  The  same  is  true  of  ship- 
building, and  the  textile  trades  reported 
but  30  per  cent,  of  their  members  em- 
ployed in  the  principal  centers  of  the 
Industry. 

FiouBES  ARE  Conservative. 

Of  still  greater  significance  is  the 
fact  that  the  figures  upon  which  this 
calculation  is  based  are  those  of  1905, 
and  in  the  meantime  there  was  the 
greatest  increase  in  the  number  of  men 


m    nearly 
— notv^     sources  we 

9.)       X  ®*^^^  soun 
\the  others 
\gures  in 
UN.      well  withi 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


696 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


employed  in  manufactures  ever  known 
In  this  or  any  other  country.  It  Is 
safe  to  say  that  during  1907  fully  7,500- 
000  persons  were  employed  in  these  in- 
industries.  This  conclusion  gains  still 
further  strength  from  the  fact  that 
during  the  busiest  month  of  1906  the 
census  reports  that  there  were  7,017,- 
000  employes  in  these  industries,  and 
that  consequently  there  was  a  normal 
average  of  fully  one  million  unem- 
ployed. 

Add  this  to  the  total  given  and  we 
have  as  a  conservative  estimate  at 
least  three  and  one-half  millions  un- 
employed in  manufactures  alone. 

Idle  in  Manufactueino. 

The  following  table  shows  the  num- 
ber of  unemployed  in  the  manufactur- 
ing industry:    • 

Total  Unem- 

enapl<Mre«         ployed 

Foods    and    kindred 

products 354,054      150,000 

Textiles    1,156,306     600,000 

Lumber  and  wood- 
working        735,945     400,000 

Iron    and    steel    and 

their  products 857,298     500,000 

Leather  and  finished 

products 255,368     100,000 

Paper  and  printing.  350,205  80,000 
Liquors  and  bev...  68,340  15.000 
Chemicals  and  allied 

products    210,165       80,000 

Clay,  glass  and  stone 

products  285,365     100,000 

Metal,   not  iron  and 

steel    211,706      100,000 

Tobacco    159,408       50,000 

Vehicles      for     land 

trans    384,577     200,000 

Shipbuilding    50,754       30,000 

Mis.    Industries 390,831     200,000 

Total  manuf 5,470,321  2,605,000 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  other 
trades  the  latest  statistics  available  are 
those  of  the  census  of  1900.  Using  these 
as  a  base,  it  has  been  assumed  that  the 
number  of  those  working  in  each  occu- 
pation has  increased  at  the  same  rate 
as  the  general  population.  The  fact  is 
that  they  increased  somewhat  faster, 
but  again  the  error  will  tend  to  make 
the  estimate  of  the  unemployed  below 
the  actual  fact. 


The  Unskilled  Labobebs. 

On  this  calculation  there  are  about 
3,000,000  unskilled  laborers  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  In  most  places  it  is  reported 
that  unskilled  labor  cannot  secure  work 
at  all.  The  great  construction  gangs 
of  the  railroads  are  idle.  Traffic  on  the 
great  lakes,  which  usually  employs  a 
host  of  unskilled  workers,  has  not  yet 
formally  "opened,"  something  hitherto 
absolutely  unknown.  There  is  but  a 
fraction  of  the  usual  building  being 
done,  which  ordinarily  gives  work  to 
many  excavators  and  others  as  "un- 
skilled." 

From  no  point  has  there  been  a  low- 
er estimate  than  50  per  cent  placed 
upon  the  number  of  unemployed  work- 
ers in  this  group.  In  order  to  be  upon 
the  safe  side^  and  because  a  large  num- 
ber of  these  men  have  returned  to 
Europe  since  the  beginning  of  the 
crisis,  the  most  conservative  and  prob- 
able estimate  of  the  number  of  unem- 
ployed workers  in  the  "unskilled" 
group  has  been  placed  at  one  million. 
Tbanspobtation  Habd  Hit. 

Over  five  million  persons  are  em- 
ployed in  "trade  transportation,"  and 
few  departments  of  industry  have  been 
hit  harder  than  this  one.  The  secretary 
of  the  "Prosperity  association"  of  St 
Louis,  a  professional  optimist,  whose 
business  it  is  to  belittle  the  crisis,  says 
that  there  are  400,000  unemployed  in 
the  field  of  transportation.  Every  great 
department  store  from  which  reports 
could  be  obtained  showed  that  from 
one-third  to  one-half  the  usual  force 
were  now  idle.  The  same  thing  is  true 
in  a  somewhat  less  degree  of  the  great 
mail  order  houses.  In  the  smallest 
stores  there  are  countless  reports  that 
tell  of  an  even  greater  proportional  re- 
duction, while  the  mass  of  bankrupt- 
cies, with  the  complete  wiping  out  of 
establishments  grows  greater  every 
day. 

Once  again,  therefore,  the  estimate 
that  one-third  are  idle  seems  far  within 
the  mark.  But  because  a  large  per- 
centage of  this  trade  is  still  taken  up 
by  those  who  as  small  retailers,  ped- 
dlers, accents,  etc.,  combine  the  function 
of  employer  and  employee,  or  at  least 
remain  at  work  even  when  their  in- 
come becomes  almost  nil.  and  because 
it  is  desired  to  keep  so  far  within  the 
bounds  of  conservatism  that  there  can 
be  no  possible  challenging  of  the  re- 
sult the  number  of  unemployed  in  this 
group  has  also  been  taken  as  1,000,000. 
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Little  Building  Done. 

The  building  trades  em*jrace  1,^0- 
000  workers  in  prosperous  times.  Re- 
ports from  a  dozen  cities,  and  from  the 
departments  having  charge  of  building 
permits,  as  well  as  trade  Journals, 
union  papers,  and  the  allied  industries 
that  supply  building  materials,  all 
agree  that  building  operations  have 
fallen  off  from  one-half  in  the  majority 
of  places  to  "complete  cessation"  in 
others. 

In  scarcely  one  of  the  larger  cities 
would  the  building  permits  issued  in- 
dicate that  much  more  than  one-half 
as  many  men  are  employed  today  as 
one  year  ago.  Again  granting  a  wide 
margin  on  the  side  of  safety,  a  consid- 
eration of  all  the  sources  of  informa- 
tion shows  that  the  lowest  estimate 
that  can  be  fairly  made  for  this  de- 
partment would  place  the  number  of 
unemployed  at  500,000. 

Half  of  Miners  Idle. 

There  are  over  600,000  miners  and 
quarnrmen  in  this  country.  Reports  in 
the  ooal  industry  would  show  that 
nearly  one-half  the  men  ordinarily  en- 
gaged in  digging  coal  are  now  idle,  or 
working  but  one  or  two  days  a  week. 
Copper  mines  have  nearly  all  closed 
down.  Many  of  the  largest  iron  mines 
have  ceased  to  operate.  That  there 
are  over  200,000  idle  miners  today  is 
far  within  the  truth. 

In  compiling  these  statistics  it  was 
taken  for  granted  that  over  ten  million 
people  engaged  in  agriculture  are  all 
employed,  although  this  includes  flor- 
ists and  several  similar  subsidiary 
trades  which  have  been  affected  by  the 
crisis.  No  account  was  taken  of  pro- 
fessional men  of  all  kinds,  nearly  all 
of  whom  have  been  affected  by  the 
crisis,  and  among  whom  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  unemployment. 
May  Add  Half  More. 

All  told,  this  compilation  assumes 
that  of  the  thirty  million  workers  in 
the  United  States  almost  one-half  be- 
longed in  occupations  that  are  as  busy 
today  as  they  were  one  year  ago.  If 
there  are  any  errors  that  tend  to  ex- 
aggerate the  number  of  unemployed  in 
the  trades  considered,  this  one  fact  is 
enough  to  absorb  these,  and  in  all  prob- 
ability to  add  half  as  many  more. 

Reports  from  all  over  the  country 
show  that  the  workers  are  being  driv- 
en by  want  from  city  to  city,  from 
state  to  state,  with  all  places  closed 


in  their  faces.  Each  city,  each  town, 
has  its  own  workers  thrown  on  its 
charity.  And  each  city  and  each  town 
knows  that  the  influx  of  the  homeless 
and  starving  from  other  places  will 
overburden  its  charity.  ESach  craft 
fears  the  Influx  of  its  own  fraternity, 
knowing  that  such  an  in  pouring 
m^ans  that  wage  scales  will  be  shat- 
tered. 

No  city,  no  town,  no  hamlet  bids 
these  wayfarers  welcome. 

Where  do  they  go?  What  becomes 
of  them?  Where  is  the  asylum  of  the 
people  fleeing  from  famine  in  a  land 
fllled  with  plenty,  where  thousands 
are  rioting  in  luxury,  and  where  the 
crop  yield  will  be  tremendous  this 
year? 

Thousands  Fleeing,  Hungry. 

There  are  thousands,  hundreds  of 
thousands  fleeing  hungry  from  the 
world's  granary,  from  the  center  of 
the  world's  supply  of  beef,  mutton, 
and  pork.  There  are  hundreds  flee- 
ing ill-clad  from  the  world's  greatest 
textile  mart,  the  world's  greatest 
source  of  cotton. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  have 
fled  from  the  land  of  opportunity  to 
overcrowded  Europe  whence  they 
came.  Thousands  have  gone  into 
Canada. 

The  Jails  are  crammed  all  over  the 
country. 

Hunger  has  been  made  a  crime  per 
se.  The  authorities  know  that  the 
hungry  man  is  the  desperate  man. 
They  know  that  the  competent  worker 
tasting  the  torment  of  wandering 
homeless,  hopeless,  friendless,  tasting 
all  the  bitterness  that  life  has,  becomes 
the  competent  criminal. 

Men  beg  to  be  committed  so  that 
they  may  not  starve. 

The  police  authorities  are  herding 
Jobless  men  as  cowpunchers  herd  cat- 
tle. They  are  cramming  them  into 
Jails  and  bull  pens  as  cowpunchers 
drive  cattle  into  a  corral  to  brand 
them. 

Branding  the  Homeless. 

They  are  branding  hungry,  home- 
less workers  with  the  mark  of  the  con- 
vict, the  felon. 

Here  is  a  sample  taken  from  oppo- 
site poles  in  the  country — Fresno, 
Cal.,  and  New  York  City. 

A  Fresno,  Cal.,  correspondent  says: 

"If  a  man  is  seen  here  looking  for 
work  he  is  gobbled  up  by  the  police, 
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given  a  mock  trial  and  sent  to  Jail 
for  a  certain  number  of  days  or  given 
one  day  to  get  out  of  town.  Conse- 
quently there  are  few  unemployed 
here." 

Rights  are  Limited. 

"An  unemployed  man  in  this  town 
has  no  right  to  demand  work.  He 
has  no  right  to  ask  for  food.  He  has 
no  right  to  'beg  for  a  cheap  meal.  He 
Is  driven  out  of  town  to  meet  like  con- 
ditions in  the  next  place  he  strikes." 

The  report  of  the  Social  Ethical 
League  of  New  York  shows  that 
crime  has  increased  50  per  cent,  for 
March  of  this  year  as  against  a  de- 
crease of  13  per  cent,  for  the  same 
month  of  last  year.  The  following 
significant  extract  is  taken  verbatim 
from  the  report: 

"The  average  daily  number  of  men 
in  the  custody  of  the  Department  of 
Correction  for  the  month  of  March  in 
the  last  three  years  was: 

Per  cent. 
In  1906,  3,286.  decrease 

1907,  2,858 13 

1908,  4,295 50 

Tbaceable  to  Unemployment. 

"Late  Warden  John  M.  Pox,  Work- 
house, Blackwell's  Island,  made  the 
following  statement  in  July,  1900: 

"  *It  is  my  Ann  conviction  that  a 
majority  of  the  men  imprisoned  in  the 
workhouse  or  penitentiary,  would 
never  have  been  there  could  they  have 
found  employment' 

"The  unusual  increase  this  year  is 
due  to  an  increase  in  crime  and  in 
the  number  of  men  committed  for 
vagrancy,  both  results  traceable  in  a 
degree  to  unemployment 

"The  attitude  of  the  magistrates  is 
contained  in  the  following  quotations 
which  are  taken  from  letters  written 
by  several  of  our  city  magistrates 
within  the  last  few  weeks: 

"'Between  the  1st  and  the  15th  of 
January,  1908,  I  presided  In  Yorkville 
Court,  to  which  are  brought  85  per 
cent  of  the  persons  charged  with 
vagrancy  In  the  City  of  New  York.  The 
increase  in  the  number  brought  was 
greater  than  in  any  other  year  in  the 
same  time.  The  men  who  are  brought 
in  are  not  tramps  or  beggars.  They  are 
able-bodied  men,  capable  and  willing  to 
do  work,  but  for  whom  no  work  can  be 
found. 

City's  Coubtrooms  Evidence. 

"The   men    thus    arraigned    in    the 


courts  impressed  me  with  the  fact  that 
something  should  be  done  for  the  num- 
ber of  unemployed.  There  could  be  no 
better  index  of  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  employment  for  those  willing  to 
work  than  the  large  number  of  able- 
bodied  and  willing  men  who  day  after 
day  are  sent  to  the  workhouse  from 
that  court 

"  'The  distress  in  the  circles  of  work- 
ingmen  has  been  so  great  this  winter 
that  I  have,  at  their  own  request,  sent 
in  the  neighborhood  of  thirty  to  the 
workhouse  on  Blackwell's  Island. 

"*I  have  taken  particular  notice  of 
these  men  charged  with  vagrancy  and 
have  particularly  questioned  them  as 
to  their  condition,  and  my  conclusion 
is  that  they  are  honest,  sober  and  will- 
ing to  work,  if  they  can  get  It 

Committed  to  Workhouse. 

"'My  experience  is  that  there  is 
more  distress  among  the  worthy  poor 
now  than  at  any  time  in  the  last  twelve 
years — ^my  term  of  service  as  a  magis- 
trate. I  have  committed  to  the  work- 
house, chiefly  at  their  own  request 
more  decent  men  this  winter  than  I 
have  ever  sent  there  before  in  the  same 
period  of  time. 

"  'There  are  also  great  numbers  of 
men  willing  to  work,  who,  having  com- 
mitted no  offense,  on  applying  to  the 
police  stationhouses  for  the  help  of  a 
night's  lodging,  are,  through  what  pro- 
cess of  reasoning  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand,  immediately  locked  up, 
charged  with  being  vagrants  and  ar- 
raigned in  the  magistrate's  courts  the 
following  morning.  I  believe  some  sys- 
tem should  be  devised  doing  away  with 
the  un-Christian  procedure  of  placing 
in  Jail  those  who  have  committed  no 
ofPense.' 

850  Abe  "Vagoed." 

"During  December,  January  and  Feb- 
ruary just  past,  850  persons  were  com- 
mitted to  the  workhouse  for  vagrancy. 
The  city  magistrates  agree  that  most 
of  these  persons  were  committed  at 
their  own  request  being  unable  to  find 
work." 


SOME  MORE  CIVILIZATION. 

Her  heart  torn  by  anguish  at  the 
thought  of  parting  with  her  children 
because  of  her  own  sickness  and  pov- 
erty, and  her  consequent  Inability  to 
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provide  for  them,  Mrs.  Nettle  Ayers  of 
Corning,  N.  Y..  recently  petitioned  the 
city  council  to  assist  her  In  preserrlng 
her  home  circle.  Part  of  her  appeal 
reads; 

"I  plead  with  a  mother's  heart  that 
my  children  be  not  torn  from  me; 
they  are  good  children,  and  never 
cause  their  teachers  or  masters  any 
trouble.  They  are  not  quarrelsome 
with  their  playmates  or  Impudent  to 
their  seniors.  I  pray  you  don't  put 
them  among  strangers,  where  they 
will  be  deprived  of  a  mother's  care 
and  love.  I  beseech  yt)u  to  leave  them 
with  me  and  with  some  assistance  I 
will  try,  God  alone  knows  how  hard, 
to  provide  a  home  for  them  and  give 
them  a  mother's  care." 

This  appeal  followed  action  on  the 
part  of  the  city  council  to  place  Mrs. 
Ayers  In  the  county  hospital  for  treat- 
ment, and  the  children,  seven  in  num- 
ber, in  various  charitable  Institutions. 

Mrs.  Ayers  lately  underwent  a  deli- 
cate operation  at  the  Corning  Hospital, 
and  is  as  yet  incapacitated  for  labor. 
Her  husband  Is  serving  a  two-year 
sentence  in  state  prison  for  burglary 
to  which  he  was  driven  in  desperation 
by  his  own  sickness  which  rendered 
him  unable  to  work  for  the  care  and 
protection  of  his  family. 

He  was  a  fireman  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania branch  of  the  Central  when  he 
accidentally  shot  himself  and  for  many 
months  was  unable  to  work.  Crazed 
by  the  want  and  distress  of  his  family, 
he  assisted  In  robbing  a  store  from 
which  he  took  food. 

The  Congregational  Church  has 
taken  the  case  in  hand.  Aldermen 
Murphy,  Relihan  and  Miller  have  been 
appointed  a  committee  to  advise  what 
shall  be  done. 

A  petition  is  now  In  the  hands  of 
Attorneys  Hemmlnway  &  Hausner 
which  will  be  presented  to  Governor 
Stuart  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  the 
pardon  of  the  father.  The  crime  for 
which  Ayers  is  In  prison  was  commit- 
ted just  over  the  Pennsylvania  state 
line. 


CONNORS   ON  THE   A.  R.   V. 
STRIKE. 

Some  weeks  ago  there  appeared  in 
the  Chicago  Record-Herald,  an  article 
on  the  death  of  E.  St  John,  who  was 
at  one  time  general  manager  of  the 
C.  R.  I.  &  P.  Railway  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  General  Managers'  Asso- 
ciation. At  the  time  of  the  A.  R.  U. 
strike,  the  writer  who,  no  doubt,  is 
in  the  employ  of  the  railroad  trust, 
took  great  pains  to  eulogize  the  de- 
ceased for  the  part  he  took  In  the 
great  American  Railway  Union  strike 
in  1894.  It  was  he,  said  the  writer, 
who  broke  the  back-bone  of  the  strike. 
There  are  some  alive  today  who  know 
difterent.  We  know  that  St.  John 
and  the  other  managers  were  helpless 
until  the  United  States  troops  were 
sent  Into  Chicago  by  a  trust-owned 
President,  over  the  protests  of  the 
Governor  of  Illinois  and  the  Mayor 
of  Chicago.  It  is  true  that  St.  John 
said  to  the  general  managers  In  meet- 
ing assembled  on  the  eve  of  the  strike, 
"Gentlemen,  we  can  handle  the  var- 
ious brotherhoods,  but  we  cannot 
handle  the  A.  R.  U.  We  have  got  to 
wipe  it  out  We  can  handle  the  other 
leaders,  but  we  cannot  handle  Debs. 
We  have  got  to  wipe  him  out  too." 
This  same  decision  was  arrived  at 
in  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  gen- 
eral managers  and  the  officials  of  the 
Pullman  Company.  The  great  mis- 
take St  John  made  was  in  under- 
estimating the  cost  of  smashing  the 
A.  R.  U.  It  was  this  that  cost  him 
his  Job.  He  made  the  boast  that  the 
A.  R.  U.  could  not  strike  the  Rock 
Island,  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Rock  Island  was  tied  up  with  the 
others.  He  was  let  go  by  the  Rock 
Island  soon  after  the  strike.  He 
practically  succeeded  in  wiping  him- 
self out  as  a  railroad  man.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  he  was  not  ambi- 
tious to   win    another    such    victory. 
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John  M.  Egan,  of  the  C.  G.  W.,  was 
the  real  strike  manager,  but  took  his 
orders  from  the  General  Managers'  As- 
sociation. At  the  end  of  the  strike  the 
railroads  proclaimed  their  triumph 
and  the  annihilation  of  the  A.  R. 
U.,  but  the  principle  that  the  A.  R. 
U.  stood  for  still  lives  and  is  stronger 
and  more  in  evidence  today  than  ever, 
which  goes  to  show  that  wrong  never 
really  wins  a  victory  over  right,  and 
Iniquity  is  never  long  triumphant 
There  have  been  many  changes  since 
that  great  struggle  against  slavery, 
degradation  and  privation.  Some 
of  the  exploiters  of  labor  prophesied 
the  death  of  the  labor  movement  and 
it  was  down  and  out  for  a  time,  but 
history  has  rej)eated  Itself.  Labor 
unions  have  again  become  a  power. 
They  are  stronger  than  ever.  Many 
an  honest  working  man  and  woman 
went  hungry  in  1894  for  daring  to 
rebel  against  the  humiliating  condi- 
tions that  existed  at  Pullman.  Many 
a  union  man  went  to  jail  for  disobey- 
ing the  injunction  Judges,  Grosscup, 
Woods  and  Taft,  but  today  we  find 
Pullman  has  passed  to  the  Great  Be- 
yond, where  all  are  supposed  to  be 
equal;  Woods  Is  dead;  Cleveland 
is  dead;  Egan  has  disappeared  to 
God  knows  where;  Grosscup  has 
been  under  indictment;  St.  John 
has  passed  into  the  Shadowy  Val- 
ley, but  Eugene  Debs  still  lives, 
loved  by  his  fellowmen  because  of  his 
honesty,  for  his  many  sacrifices  to 
the  cause  of  humanity.  The  cause  of 
the  working  class  is  still  here  and 
here  to  stay  and  will  be  crowned  glor- 
iously triumphant  long  after  the  op- 
pressors and  tyrants  and  all  their 
fawning  retainers  have  gone  the  wa> 
of  flesh  and  passed  from  memory. 
Jas.  B.  Connors. 


lABOrS  OWN  BOOK. 

Brother  Switchmen,  we  wish  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  full-page  advertise- 


ment in  this  issue  of  the  Joubnal 
under  the  heading  "Labor's  Own 
Book." 

This  book  contains  the  biography, 
writings  and  sayings  of  that  greatest 
of  all  labor  agitators,  Eugene  V.  Debs. 

Debs  needs  no  introduction  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Switchmen's  Union,  for 
thousands  of  our  brothers  followed  his 
flag  and  lay  in  the  trenches  witli  him 
in  that  memorable  conflict  of  1894. 

But  Debs'  undying  fame  does  not 
rest  on.  the  struggle  of  1894.  He  has 
been  fighting  a  battle,  waging  a  war, 
and  the  WHOLE  WORLD  is  his  batUe- 
field.  Debs  has  been  fighting  and  will 
continue  to  fight  as  long  as  the  spark 
of  life  remains,  for  the  emancipation 
of  the  wage-slaves  of  the  WORLD. 

If  there  were  only  ONE  slave  yet  to 
be  freed.  Debs  would  continue  the  fight 
with  the  same  persistency  and  deter- 
mination until  that  unfortunate 
walked  forth  a  fre^  man. 

It  Is  a  fact,  however,  regrettable  as 
it  may  be,  that  the  world  never  ap- 
preciates its  great  men  while  living 
but  commences  to  erect  monuments  to 
their  memory  the  moment  they  cease 
breathing.  If  we  could  come  back  to 
earth  one  hundred  years  from  now  we 
would  find  a  bronze  statue  of  Eugene 
V.  Debs  in  every  public  park  in  the 
United  States;  and  more  than  that,  we 
would  find  one  of  the  national  holidays 
known  as  Debs'  Day — a  diy  on  which 
the  workers  would  congregate  to  ofter 
up  thanks  to  the  great  emancipator, 
not  of  the  black  slaves,  but  of  all. 
slaves  of  all  colors. 

Wouldn't  our  children's  children's 
children  prize  and  cherish  some  little 
token  directly  or  remotely  connected 
with  the  greatest  man  In  American 
history? 

Tou  have  a  chance  to  leave  an  heir- 
loom in  your  family  that,  long  after 
you  have  crossed  the  great  divide  and 
joined  our  Gene  in   eternal   slumber. 
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that  would  be  so  religiouslj  cherished 
that  money  could  not  tempt  your  grand 
children  to  part  with  it 

The  first  thousand  books  issued  will 
have  Debs'  signature  in  his  own  hand- 
writing on  the  fly  leaf.  Can  you  im- 
agine how  highly  we  at  this  time  would 
cherish  a  book  from  Washington  and 
Lincoln,  written  by  them  and  their 
autograph  attached? 

Brother  Switchmen,  read  the  ad- 
vertisement for  particulars,  and  if  you 
can  spare  the  change  add  this  book  to 
your  little  library,  and  we  assure  you 
that  you  will  never  have  any  regrets 
to  ofPer. 


CLERGY  ADMIT  VICIOUSNESS 
or  THE  PRESENT  SOCIAL 
SYSTEM. 

A  special  cable  to  the  Buffalo  Ex- 
press, from  the  London  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Sun  on  June  22d  says: 
Highly  significant  of  the  present-day  so- 
ciological thought  was  today's  prin- 
cipal session  of  the  Pan-Anglican  Con- 
gress here,  when  the  largest  gathering 
yet  attracted  assembled  to  hear  the 
message  of  the  Church  to  Socialism. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  archbishops  and 
bishops,  a  multitude  of  minor  clergy 
and  an  assemblage  of  lasonen  and  lay- 
women,  outnumbering  any  hitherto 
gathered,  crowded  Albert  Hall. 

The  bishop  of  Birmingham,  who  was 
scheduled  to  preside,  was  absent,  ow- 
ing to  illness.  He  sent  a  paper  which 
was  read  by  his  substitute,  the  bishop 
of  Massachusetts,  the  keynote  of  which 
was  the  injustice  of  the  existing  di- 
vision of  the  profits  of  industry.  After 
contrasting  the  grinding  poverty  of  the 
workers  with  the  extravagant  luxury 
of  the  idle  rich,  he  demanded  from  the 
churches  tremendous  acts  of  penitenc.-' 
for  having  failed  so  long  and  so  great- 
ly to  champion  the  oppressed  and 
weak,  penitence  to  be  followed  by 
reparation  ere  the  well-merited  Judg- 


ment of  God  take  all  weapons  and  so- 
cial infiuence  out  of  our  hands. 

There  followed  a  series  of  eloquent 
addresses,  the  first  of  which  was  from 
Mr.  McBee  of  New  York.  All  the 
speakers  except  one  displayed  a  Social- 
istic tendency,  basing  their  arguments 
on  the  character  and  teachings  of  the 
founder  of  Christianity  and  the 
brotherhood  of  humanity.  The  public 
maintenance  of  child-bearing  mothers 
was  among  the  reforms  predicted  or 
advocated. 

The  Reverend  J.  Simpson,  principal 
of  the  clergy  school  at  Leeds,  assured 
the  vast  audience  that  all  over  the 
North  of  England  they  were  face  to 
face  with  a  rising  tide  of  Socialism 
which  they  were  powerless  to  stem, 
even  if  they  wished  to  do  so.  Count- 
less workers  in  the  forges,  furnaces  and 
mills  of  the  north  had  adopted  the  so- 
cialistic idea,  held  to  it  like  a  religion, 
and  loved  it  like  a  bride.  He  demanded 
that  the  Church  give  a  free  field  to 
Socialism.  He  appealed  to  it  to  try  to 
understand  it  and  not  to  hasten  to  dis- 
count it 

More  significant  than  the  speeches 
themselves  was  the  keen  interest 
shown  in  the  Socialistic  pleas  and  the 
earnest  enthusiasm  with  which  such 
points  as  those  above  given  were 
greeted  from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 


f  IPTY  YEARS  AGO. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  Whig  and  Demo- 
cratic parties  were  controlled  by  the 
interests  that  upheld  chattel  slavery. 
Did  those  who  believed  in  striking  the 
shackles  from  the  black  slave,  go  to 
either  of  these  parties  asking  that  an 
abolition  plank  be  installed  in  their 
platform?  Most  decidedly  not!  They 
had  too  much  sense.  But  the  aboli- 
tionists did  get  together  and  form  a 
party  of  their  own,  the  Republican 
party,  inserted  in  their  platform  what 
they    wanted,    without    begging    and 
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elected  their  President,  Lincoln.  Why, 
then,  should  we  go  to  the  parties  to- 
day who  exploit  the  wage-slave,  beg- 
ging them  to  adopt  certain  measures 
intended  to  lighten  our  burden?  Don't 
you  think  we  are  as  ridiculous  as  the 
abolitionist  would  have  been  had  he 
gone  to  the  slave-owning  Democratic 
party  asking  to  have  a  plank  Inserted 
that  would  free  the  negro?  Don't  you 
think  the  wage-slaves  should  profit  by 
the  example  set  by  the  abolitionists  in 
forming  a  party  of  their  own?  Yes, 
Indeed:  Before  the  American  work- 
man can  hope  for  success  in  the  pollli- 
cal  game,  he  msust  get  into  a  party  for 
and  by  his  class,  one  that  is  financed 
and  controlled  by  himself  and  fellow- 
workers.  This  is  being  done  in  Europe 
and  with  marked  success.  Have  we 
not  sense  enough  to  profit  by  our  Euro- 
pean brothers'  experience  on  the  politi- 
cal field?  Study  these  questions, 
brothers;  see  if  you  can't  figure  out 
where  your  class  interests  lie.  Cer- 
tainly this  should  not  be  a  very  diffi- 
cult task.  Ton  can't  imagine  that  you 
belong  in  the  same  sphere  with  our 
millionaires.  No!  you  know  better. 
Then  why  not  take  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment out  of  the  hands  of  the  million- 
aire and  drive  awhile  yourself?  This 
you  can  do  if  you  exercise  the  gray 
matter  in  your  noodle  a  little  bit.  And 
when  you  have  done  this,  you  will  sell 
your  chance  of  becoming  a  millionaire 
for  a  penny,  and  get  into  the  working- 
man's  party. 


HAYWOOD  IN  BUFFALO. 

Decoration  Day,  May  30th,  William 
D.  Haywood  of  the  Western  Federation 
of  Miners  spoke  in  Convention  Hall  on 
the  class  struggle,  the  editor  of  the 
JouBNAL  having  the  honor  to  preside 
as  chairman  of  the  meeting,  which  was 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Social- 
ists of  Erie  County. 

The  day  proved  a  bad  one,  as  be- 


tween circus,  athletic  games,  ball 
games  and  the  general  opening  of  sum- 
mer resorts,  the  wage-slave  forgot  the 
conditions  that  confront  him  and  gave 
himself  up  to  recreation,  as  he  proved 
very  conspicuously  by  his  absence. 

The  audience  that  greeted  comrade 
Haywood  made  up  in  point  of  enthusi- 
asm what  it  lacked  in  numbers.  He 
was  listened  to  with  rapt  attention, 
especially  was  this  noticeable  on  the 
part  of  the  police,  of  which  there  was 
quite  a  sprinkling,  thanks  to  the  fore- 
sight and  generosity  of  our  worthy 
Superintendent  of  Police  Michael  Re- 
gan. 

The  Switchmen  were  the  best  repre- 
sented of  any  labor  union,  the  most 
conspicuous  of  whom  were  Interna- 
tional Second  Vice-President  James  B. 
Connors,  Edward  D.  Jackson  of  the 
Grand  Board,  John  J.  Cannon,  Peter 
Crowe,  William  O'Brien,  Edward  Mur- 
nin,  John  Galvin  of  No.  4,  and  William 
Krteger  and  H.  R.  O'Brien  of  No.  201. 
From  No.  39  the  editor  noticed  Bro. 
Frank  Wilkins  and  from  No.  99,  the 
president,  Frank  Goodyear. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  time 
comrade  Haywood  visits  Buftalo,  a 
more  favorable  date  will  be  picked  and 
that  the  toilers  will  turn  out  in  greater 
numbers  to  hear  something  that  will 
show  them  the  way  to  break  the 
shackles  that  bind  them. 


SOME  HAYWOOD  EPIGRAMS. 

President  Hoosevelt  went  out  of  his 
way  to  give  us  a  kick  in  the  face  when 
we  were  entitled  to  a  fair  hearing.  He 
called  us  "undesirable  citizens."  That 
was  the  act  of  a  man  who  would  shoot 
a  fleeing  Spaniard  in  the  back  on  San 
Juan  Hill  and  then  tell  about  it  after- 
ward in  a  book. 

I  say,  to  hell  with  the  injunction! 
Violate  it,  trample  on  it,  ignore  it,  pay 
no  attention  to  it.  It  is  the  only  rem- 
edy for  the  laboring  man. 
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Capital  has  demonstrated  Its  in- 
ability to  run  the'  industries  of  this 
country.  We  are  going  to  take  them 
and  run  them  ourselves  and  give  the 
capitalist  a  Job  in  the  works  alongside 
the  rest  of  us. 

Where  you  work  they  call  the  mule 
"Charley"  and  you  ninety-nine.  The 
mule  has  a  name  and  you  have  a  num- 
ber. 

There  is  nothing  so  mean  and  low 
as  a  detective.  A  detective  is  so  low 
that  when  he  dies  he  has  to  climb  sev- 
eral flights  of  stairs  in  order  to  get 
into  hell. 

I  have  been  told  that  McParland,  the 
king  of  detectives,  is  so  crooked  that 
when  he  was  three  weeks  old  his 
mother  had  to  break  both  his  legs  in 
order  to  permit  him  to  lie  straight  in 
his  cradle. 

Ohio  is  the  mother  of  presidents  and 
of  great  people.  In  the  nearby  city  of 
Cleveland  there  lived  Mark  Hanna  and 
Cassie  Chadwick.  In  the  same  city 
each  Sunday  John  D.  Rockefeller  bows 
and  worships  God,  and  the  other  six 
days  of  the  week  he  bows  in  worship 
of  the  golden  calf. 

This  is  a  queer  country  where  one 
can  get  babies  for  nothing  from  a 
foundling  asylum  and  where  women 
pay  as  high  as  $1,000  for  a  screw-tailed 
pup. 

We  have  been  accused  of  wanting  to 
divide  up  the  property  of  this  country. 
Don't  you  believe  it.  We  have  been 
dividing  up  too  much  already.  This 
time  we  are  going  to  take  it  all. 


Letter  from  First  Vice-President 
Heberfifig. 

Denveb,  June  16,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Labor  has  done  all  this  world's 
drudgery  and  endured  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  for  a  small  ruling 
class  all  down  through  the  centuries 
to  the  present  day.    Ton-  have  built  fine 


mansions  for  others  to  live  in.     Tou 
have  made  the  desert  bloom  only  to  be 
robbed  by  the  leeches  that  cling  to 
your  backs.    The  blood  of  patriots  has 
crimsoned  mother  earth   on   many  a 
battlefield  to  give  the  man  that  earns 
the  little  bread  he  gets  in  the  sweat  of 
his  brow  a  vote.    In  this  country  you 
have  that  vote  at  the  awful  price  paid 
in    lives   of   noble   patriots   that   you 
should  be  given  a  voice  in  your  own 
government.    The  tyrant  in  the  form 
of    a    monarchical    government    was 
changed  to  a  republican  form.    My  fel- 
low workers  you  have  been  voting  for 
years  to  give  special  privileges  to  rich 
men  that  are  able  through  you  indif- 
ference to  control  all  the  machinery  of 
our  government    They  have  divorced 
you  from  the  great  resources  of  the 
nation,  such  as  the  timber  and  coal 
lands  that  have  come  into  their  pos- 
session through  questionable  methods. 
If  there  is  a  suit  brought  to  restore  to 
the  government  some  of  the  domain 
stolen  by  these  favored  few,  we  find 
the  courts  in  many  cases  are  creatures 
of  the  very  men  and  combinations  that 
are  to  be  prosecuted  for  stealing  the 
public  domain.     We  find,  if  labor  is 
fighting  for  a  living  wage,  the  Judicial 
arm  as  well  as  the  military  arm  of  the 
government  is  used  to  imprison  you 
and  defeat  you.     Sometimes  you  suc- 
ceed  in  getting  a   small   increase  of 
wages  that  is  only  a  small  fraction  of 
your  increased  earning    capacity    and 
then  a  few  days  later  the  grocer  and 
butcher   take   this    away    from     you 
through  the  advanced  prices  arbitrarily 
charged  to  you.    Tou  have  a  chance  to 
vote  for  your  interests  instead  of  vot- 
ing for  the  interests  that  make  slaves 
of  you.     The  only  difference  between 
chattel  slaves  and  wage  slaves  is  the 
chattel      slave     represents      intrinsic 
value  and  is  taken  care  of  accordingly 
like  a  good  horse.    A  manlhat  owns  a 
valuable  horse  does  not  turn  him  out 
to  starve  when  there  is  no  work  for 
the  animal  to  do.    There  are  between 
two  and  three  million  wage  slaves  seek- 
ing masters  today  in  this  country.  Tou 
voted  for  the  full  dinner  pail.     It  has 
been  tied  to  your  coat  tail  filled  with 
thin  air.    Tou  cry  out  to  those  masters 
that  you  have  made  rich  for  bread  and 
the  hollow  mockery  you  receive  from 
the  empty  dinner  pail  is  worse  than  a 
stone.     Will  you  continue  voting  for 
the  system  that  makes  slaves  of  babies 
and  women  and  tramps  of  strong  men? 
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Brothers,  your  Interests  are  not  pro- 
tected. You  elect  men  to  represent  you 
and  then  send  committees  and  lobbies 
to  beg  these  men  you  voted  for  to  give 
you  a  few  laws  that  will  lighten  your 
burdens.  These  men  are  the  creatures 
of  the  special  interests  that  control  the 
two  old  parties.  The  four  or  five  mil- 
lion union  men  in  the  United  States 
should  vote  for  their  own  interests  and 
the  other  millions  that  have  been  so 
poorly  paid  that  they  could  not  spare 
a  few  dimes  to  Join  a  labor  union 
should  vote  for  men  that  represent  the 
principle  that  to  labor  belongs  labor's 
products.  These  principles  are  repre* 
sented  by  Debs  and  Hanford,  men  that 
have  fought  your  cause  all  their  lives. 
If  you  keep  voting  for  the  system  that 
robs  you,  your  reward  is  bound  to  be 
oppression  that  in  the  end  will  make 
tramps  of  you.  I  hope  the  toilers  will 
become  conscious  of  their  true  position 
and  be  a  factor  in  politics  that  will  put 
the  leeches  to  work  that  are  clinging 
on  their  backs  and  that  cause  them  so 
much  suffering  and  misery. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Hebeblino. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harshbarger. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  press  of  the  country  is  doing 
its  utmost  to  assure  the  great  army 
of  unemployed  that  industrial  condi- 
tions are  rapidly  returning  to  their 
former  state  of  prosperity.  A  mill  or 
factory  resumes  operations  and  the 
news  is  heralded  throughout  the  land. 
Men  flock  from  all  sections  to  the 
place,  praying  that  it  will  offer  em- 
ployment, that  the  need  of  bread, 
the  need  of  clothing  and  the  care  of 
loved  ones  at  home  may  be  realized. 
No  sooner  do  they  reach  the  point  of 
advertised  industrial  activity  than 
the  hope  of  salvation  from  the  pangs 
of  Want  and  hunger  are  shattered. 
Instead  of  the  entire  mill  or  factory 
resuming  operation,  as  is  indicated 
by  the  press,  we  very  often  on  inves- 
tigation find  that  only  one  of  many 
mills  combined  in  the  plant,  or  only 
one  of  the  several  departments  in  a 
factory,  have  been  put  in  operation, 
and  these  in  many  instances  only  tem- 
porarily. Quite  frequently  I  have  ob- 
served the  welcome  tidings,  where  this 
and  that  steel  plant  of  the  Pittsburg  dis- 


trict had  resumed  or  was,  at  a  speci- 
fied time,  to  resume  full  operation.  I 
have  Just  come  from  that  section  and 
know  how  misleading  these  advices 
have  been.  Business  there,  as  well  as 
everywhere  throughout  my  territory, 
is  at  a  standstill,  excepting  in  the 
hard  coal  regions.  How  long  these 
conditions  are  to  continue  only  time 
will  tell.  In  the  meantime  the  em- 
ployer will  take  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity to  reduce  wages  and  de- 
stroy the  power  of  the  unions.  The 
wages  of  the  unorganized  have  been 
reduced  already,  and  if  the  organized 
become  indifferent  and  careless  in  the 
affairs  of  their  unions,  they  too  will 
soon  realize  that  the  employer  has 
not  overlooked  them  in  the  determined 
effort  to'  realize  more  dollars  from 
their  services.  It  is  your  duty,  there- 
fore, to  attend  all  the  meetings  of 
your  union,  insist  on  others  attend- 
ing, for  now  'is  the  time,  this  is  thu 
day,  when  life  and  spirit  are  essential 
to  your  well  being. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

D.  A.  Habshbaboeb. 


THC  FULL  DINNER  PAIL 

The  following  dispatch  to  the  St 
Louis  Republican  explains  itself: 

New  Yobk,  May  10.— While  Mrs. 
Alice  Cahill  and  her  fifteen-year-old 
son,  James,  were  at  dinner  yesterday 
afternoon  in  their  home.  No.  408  Sec- 
ond avenue,  a  feeble  knock  sounded  ou 
the  door.  Mrs.  Cahill  opened  the  door 
and  saw  a  famished-looking  old  man, 
his  shabby  clothes  sodden  with  rain, 
shivering  on  the  threshold. 

''What  is  it?"  she  asked  kindly, 

"I'm  hungry,"  replied  the  stranger. 
"I've  had  nothing  to  eat  for  two  days." 

"Come  right  in  and  eat  all  you 
want,"  said  Mrs.  Cahill. 

The  old  man  refused  to  enter  the 
room,  but  sat  on  the  top  step  of  the 
staircase  and  ravenously  ate  all  that 
Mrs.  Cahill  brought  him.  After  he  had 
finished  his  meal  James  came  out  in 
the  hall  aud  found  the  man  gasping 
on  the  floor.  The  boy,  in  alarm,  called 
his  mother. 

"Pick  me  up."  said  the  man;  "stand 
me  on  my  feet" 

Mrs.  Cahill  and  her  son  lifted  the 
man  and  started  to  take  him  down- 
stairs, where  they  intended  to  call  an 
ambulance. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


605 


At  the  foot  of  the  stairs  the  sufferer 
begged  them  (o  let  him  sit  down.  He 
sat  there  for  a  moment,  trembling,  and 
whispered,  "I'm  awfully  obliged  for 
the  meal,  but  I'm  sorry  to  have  dis- 
turbed you."  Then  he  leaned  over  and 
died. 

Dr.  Miller  of  Bellevue  said  the  old 
man's  death  was  caused  by  eating  too 
much  after  a  long  and  severe  fast. 


TWO  NEW  LODGES. 

Sunday,  May  24,  Walter  S.  Joy,  pres- 
ident of  Puget  Sound  Lodge  135,  suc- 
ceeded in  organizing  Pasco  Lodge  202 
with  21  charter  members. 

According  to  Bro.  Joy,  the  indica- 
tions are  that  Lodge  202  will  perman- 
efitly  retain  its  place  in  our  roster. 

On  June  17,  Bro.  Jas.  B.  Connors, 
Second  Vice-President,  instituted  a 
lodge  at  Gary,  Ind.  This  lodge  takes 
the  number  of  the  lately  defunct  lodge 
at  Indiana  Harbor,  Ind. 

The  lodge  starts  with  15  charter 
members  and  will  bo  hailed  and  known 
as  Gary  Lodge  No.  47. 

Bro.  Connors  speaks  very  encour 
agingly  of  the  future  prospects  of  this 
lodge. 


The  editor,  in  company  with  Bro. 
John  J.  Cannon  of  No.  4  and  Bro. 
Robt.  W.  Flynn  of  Lodge  129,  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.,  spent  two  enjoyable  days  in 
Detroit  last  month.  We  met  many  of 
the  Detroit  brothers  and  were  greeted 
in  true  brotherly  fashion. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  and 
shaking  the  hands  of  Bros.  Padgett, 
Rumney,  Gervais,  Derousie,  Fitzger- 
ald, Holliday  and  many  others  whose 
names  have  been  forgotten. 

Bro.  Rumney  is  superintendent  of 
the  city  garbage  plant,  and  is  certainly 
making  good,  as  he  has  been  made 
several  flattering  offers  from  other 
cities  to  install  similar  methods  in 
these  cities.  But  Detroit  is  good 
enough  for  Joe. 


Bro.  Hawley  is  again  on  the  road. 
He  has  just  completed  a  tour  of  the 
Lake  Shore,  and  Incidentally  in  com- 
pany with  Bro.  M.  R.  Welch,  G.  S.  and 
T..  visited  Peoria.  111.,  looking  to  pre- 
liminary steps  for  our  biennial  con- 
vention in  the  city  of  the  big  distil- 
lery. 


The  Central  Federated  Union  of 
Greater  New  York,  by  a  vote  of  52  to 
16,  have  endorsed  the  New  York  Even- 
ing Can  (the  new  dally  Socialist 
paper),  and  by  so  doing  have  declared 
it  is  a  newspaper  that  truly  supports 
labor's  cause. 


Bro.  Welch  reports  being  royally  en- 
tertained while  in  Peoria  by  W.  S. 
Carter,  G.  S.  and  T.  of  B.  of  L.  F. 
and  E. 


Ingersoll's  Golden  Plea* 

I  do  not  know  what  inventions  are 
in  the  brains  of  the  future; ;  I  do  not 
know  what  garments  of  glory  may  be 
woven  for  the  world  in  the  loom  of  the 
grea/t  ocean  of  discovery;  I  do  not 
know  what  science  will  do  for  us.  I  do 
know  that  science  did  just  take  a 
handful  of  sand  and  make  the  tele- 
scope, and  with  it  read  the  starry 
leaves  of  heaven;  I  know  that  science 
took  the  thunderbolts  from  the  hands 
of  Jupiter,  and  now  the  electric  spark, 
freighted  with  thought  and  love, 
flashes  undier  the  waves  of  the  sea;  I 
know  that  science  stole  a  tear  from  the 
cheek  of  unpaid  labor,  converted  it 
into  steam,  and  created  a  giant  tliat 
turns  with  tireless  arms  the  countless 
wheels  of  toil;  I  know  that  we  have 
taken  advantage  of  flre  and  flame  and 
wind  and  sea;  these  have  no  backs  to 
be  whipped;  they  have  no  children  to- 
be  sold,  no  cradles  to  be  violated;  I 
know  that  science  has  given  us  better 
pictures  and  better  books;  I  know  It 
has  given  us  better  wives  and  better 
husbands  and  more  beautiful  children; 
I  know  it  has  enriched  a  thousand-fold 
our  lives;  and  for  that  reason  I  am  in 
favor  of  intellectual  liberty. — Robert 
Ingersolh 
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St  Louis,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  is  now  time  to  contribute  some- 
thing for  the  July  number,  and  I  have 
decided  to  take  up  the  question  of  why 
we  liave  organized  labor,  or  why  does 
it  appear  on  the  field,  and  why  do  we 
organize  politically  as  well  as  indus- 
trially? 

Some  of  our  so-called  pillars  of 
church,  society  and  advocates  of  the 
equality  of  men,  pretend  that  they 
don't  understand  why  we  have  organ- 
ized industrially  and  politically.  They 
claim  to  be  unable  to  see  the  necessity 
of  such  organizations,  and  I  will  en- 
deavor in  my  weak  way  to  iwint  out 
the  necessity  of  these  great  factors. 
Now,  two  or  more  particles  moving 
separately  are  less  eflacient  in  their 
power  than  if  united.  We  are  taught 
that  their  power  increases  as  to  the 
square  of  the  mass,  or  as  to  the  square 
of  the  velocity;  therefore,  by  uniting, 
though  they  have  the  same  power,  they 
are  more  efficient  than  they  were  while 
moving  separately.  The  fact  that  they 
are  more  efficient  moving  as  a  mass 
than  they  were  moving  separately,  is 
the  reason  why  they  unite  the  in- 
creased efficiency  of  the  number  of  the 
united  particles  over  the  power  of  the 
particles  when  moving  separately,  is 
the  direct  cause  of  the  evolution  of 
every  form  and  manifestation  of  life. 
All  organisms  grow  up  into  masses  be- 
cause molar  motion  is  more  efficient 
than  molecular  motion.  First,  molecu- 
lar, then  molar  motion.  If  molecular 
motion  was  more  efficient  than  molar, 
then  the  battering  of  the  particles  upon 
the  organism  would  certainly  destroy 
it,  but  if  miOlar  motion  or  integration 
of  matter  is  more  efficient  than  molecu- 
lar motion,  then  it  will  be  able  to  over- 
come the  molecular  obstacles.     In  the 


orbit  of  its  movements  it  will  be  able 
to  assimilate  them,  and  to  build  them 
into  an  organism.  The  greater  effi- 
ciency arising  out  of  an  integration  of 
matter  over  the  power  of  the  particles, 
when  not  integrated  is  the  cause  of 
the  growth  of  organism.  This  fact  I 
bring  forth  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion. It  is  a  biological  fact,  and  all 
authorities  on  science  will  support  the 
proposition. 

Now  we  will  move  into  the  economic 
field  and  see  if  we  can  apply  these 
biological  facts  to  society,  after  we 
reach  the  stage  of  what  we  call  civili- 
zation. A  colony  of  army  worms  will 
destroy  whole  fields  of  growing  grain 
by  working  together,  tout  millions  of 
them  would  be  unable  to  accomplish 
this  if  they  worked  alone.  Pour  good 
horses  can  pull  a  load  of  many  tons, 
but  a  hundred  horses  couldn't  pull  this 
load  one  at  a  time.  Now,  the  efficiency 
is  in  the  association,  the  increased  effi- 
ciency, not  the  increased  power  which 
is  the  cause  of  organization.  Now  our 
capitalistic  mode  of  production  came 
with  the  development  of  machinery, 
and  our  philosophy  came  up  as  this 
mode  of  production  developed.  Now 
we  will  illustrate:  We  take  a  silver 
cup  filled  with  water.  Now  the  water 
would  be  sufficient  to  •  quench  your 
thirst  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  in 
the  cup.  Now,  if  you  pour  the  water 
out,  the  cup  will  still  contain  human 
labor  as  it  contained  the  water;  it 
still  contains  human  energy  Just  in 
proportion  as  a  man  in  the  commercial 
field  can  manipulate  that  power  to  that 
proportion  it  will  gratify  his  desires' 
for  wealth.  Not  so  much  the  material 
used  in  making  the  cup,  but  the  labor 
that  was  necessary  to  mine  the  silver 
and  transform  it  into  the  cup,  deter- 
mines the  value  of  the  article  on  the 
market,  and  this  rule  applies  to  every 
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commodity  on  the  commercial  field  to- 
day. Now,  If  labor  is  able  to  produce 
more  silver  than  is  required  to  gen- 
erate the  energy  expended  In  such  pro- 
duction, then  you  have  a  surplus  value 
produced  over  and  above  the  energy 
expended.  This  was  Marx's  great  dis- 
covery. The  surplus  power  and  labor 
in  the  cup  which  is  not  required  to 
generate  the  energy  that  put  it  there 
constitutes  the  germ  of  the  profit 
system.  Here  is  the  bone  of  conten- 
tion that  cuts  society  into  two  great 
classes,  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  on 
one  side  fighting  for  that  surplus,  and 
the  producer,  or  wage-slave  on  the 
other,  fighting  to  hold  as  much  of  it 
as  possible.  This  surplus  constitutes 
human  life,  power  and  energy,  which, 
If  the  profit-monger  can  grasp,  will  be- 
come a  mighty  power  in  his  hands 
with  which  he  can  to  a  degree  satisfy 
his  desires  beyond  any  point,  whereas, 
if  he  expended  his  energy  alone  it  is 
the  labor  power  switched  from  that 
class  to  the  cofPers  of  the  profit-monger 
that  integrates  this  power  that  in- 
creases as  to  the  square  of  its  mass; 
this  condition  brings  about  a  state  of 
discontentment  among  the  producers. 
Not  only  do  the  profit-mongers  fight  for 
this  surplus,  but  in  order  to  accom- 
plish their  designs  they  lengthen  out 
the  hours  of  labor,  reduce  the  pay  and 
resort  to  various  and  nefarious  meth- 
ods until  they  have  taken  all  the 
energy  out  of  the  worker  that  he  can 
spare,  and  then  he  begins  to  resist. 
At  first  he  resists  as  an  individual,  and 
finds  himself  standing  singly  against 
the  profit-monger,  who  has  a  vast 
amount  of  wealth.  He  then  realizes 
that  the  fight  is  very  unequal,  and 
therefore  useless,  so  he  begins  to  unite 
with  his  fellow-men,  and  why  does  he 
do  it?  Simply  because  they  can  more 
eftectively  resist  when  united,  and  this 
is  what  we  call  a  labor  union  on  the 
industrial  field;  this  is  the  origin  of 
labor  organizations.  The  capitalist  in 
possession  of  the  wealth,  and  by  his  in- 
dividual power  develops  the  philosophy 
of  individualism,  the  same  as  the  lead- 
ers of  the  two  old  political  machines 
are  preaching  today.  The  toller,  hav- 
ing no  wealth,  and  associating  with 
his  peers,  and  forced  to  depend  upon 
them,  develops  the  philosophy  of  pure- 
ness  and  trueness. 

Now  the  fight  commences.  The 
profit-mongers,  through  the  rights  of 
private  property,  own  all  the  wealth, 


and  the  workers  say  we  can't  own  it  as 
individuals,  and  so  we  must  fight  for 
higher  wages,  fight  for  shorter  hours; 
in  fact  we  must  fight  to  take  back  from 
the  profit-monger  the  surplus  he  has 
taken  from  us,  and  to  own  that  prop- 
erty in  common.  Here  is  where  the 
common  ownership  is  bom;  the  birth 
of  Socialism  comes  from  the  womb  of 
the  interests  of  the  toilers.  Their  in- 
terests are  one;  that  is,  to  own  the 
machinery  of  production  in  common. 
They  may  not  know  it  now,  but  they 
will  finally  work  it  out.  So  here  arises 
the  philosophy  of  Socialism  and  its 
cause.  The  capitalist  class  is  organ- 
ized by  means  of  its  capital,  each  one 
contributing  to  a  fund  to  support  their 
interest  and  fight  organized  labor,  and 
the  unions,  on  the  other  hand,  are  or- 
ganized by  means  of  their  labor,  and 
are  fighting  by  means  of  their  organ- 
ization against  the  profit-monger. 
These  two  economic  organizations  con- 
stitute the  armies  between  which  the 
struggle  goes  on  and  on.  Labor  makes 
a  demand  for  higher  wages,  for  shorter 
hours;  they  undertake  to  force  their 
label,  they  have  many  methods  of 
fighting,  and  they  use  one  after  the 
other  as  the  conditions  warrant,  al- 
ways fighting  for  an  advantage,  and  by 
this  they  develop  class  consciousness. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Capitalist 
employs  the  lock-out;  he  appeals  to  the 
city  for  the  police,  to  the  courts  for  the 
injunction,  and  to  the  Chief  Elxecutlve 
for  Gatling  guns,  and  when  he  does 
this  he  is  class-conscious.  So  you, 
who  make  fine  guns,  find  yourselves  at 
the  wrong  end  of  the  gun.  And  'so  we 
find  the  toilers  in  a  great  vise,  where 
they  are  forced  to  remain  until  such 
time  as  the  dynamic  power  of  the  or- 
ganized portion  of  the  toilers  becomes 
greater  than  the  static  power  of  or- 
ganized capital,  when  it  will  overthrow 
the  profit  system  of  production  and 
establish  a  cooperative  republic,  dom- 
inated by  the  toilers  who  have  become 
altruistic,  simply  because  they  are 
forced  to  depend  one  upon  the  other. 

Now,  here  is  where  labor  enters  poli- 
tics, and  why  do  they  do  it?  Simply 
because  it  is  the  line  of  least  lesist- 
ance,  where  they  can  build  up  an  or- 
ganization to  a  point  of  sufficient 
strength  to  overthrow  the  profit  system 
with  its  laws,  and  in  its  stead  estab- 
lish the  co-operative  commonwealth,  a 
government  by  and  for  the  working 
class,  with  its  laws  made  accordingly, 
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and  this  will  come  with  the  develop- 
ment of  civilization  to  a  higher  point, 
when  the  producing  ones,  you  who  by 
your  toil  produce  the  wealth,  become 
intelligent  enough  to  knov  that  it  is 
to  your  interest  to  go  to  the  polls  and 
there  go  on  strike,  where  Mr.  Capitalist 
so  far  hasn't  employed  the  lockout 
against  you.  Then  will  the  overthrow 
of  the  profit  system  come  and  Social- 
ism take  its  place  by  force  of  neces- 
sity. Here  I  will  leave  the  question 
with  you,  and  it  is  for  you  to  decide 
why  we  have  organized  labor,  and  why 
we  organize  politically,  and  also  to  de- 
cide where  your  interests  are. 
I  am,  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Yours  truly, 

L.  Roberts. 


Red  Hot,  Right  off  the  Bat. 

DuLUTH,  Minn.,  June,  1908. 
Editok  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Election  time  will  soon  be  here  and 
I  hope  that  the  present  state  of  our 
country  will  awaken  you  to  a  realiza 
tion  that  it  is  time  the  people  should 
change  their  vote,  change  their  minds 
and  change  their  attitude  towards  the 
present  policy  of  our  government.  The 
great  capitalist  class  are  filling  its  sub- 
sidized papers  with  all  sorts  of  argu- 
ments and  theories  as  to  how  the  coun- 
try must  be  saved  again,  and  the  com- 
mon herd,  the  wage-earners,  will  scoop 
it  all  in  and  roll  up  a  large  majority 
for  either  the  Republican  or  Demo- 
cratic party.  I  say  they  will  do  this 
as  sure  as  eggs  are  eggs.  You  know 
the  country  must  be  saved  again  about 
every  ten  or  twelve  years,  or  at  any 
period  when  the  producers  of  wealth 
produce  so  much  that  they  can  not  con- 
sume what  they  have  created  by  the 
sweat  of  their  face  for  the  lack  of 
funds  to  buy  with.  This  condition  al- 
ways causes  a  panic  and,  of  course,  the 
country  has  to  be  saved  again.  This 
statement  is  vouched  for  by  J.  P.  Mor- 
gan &  Company,  and  no  doubt  it  is 
true!  The  necessities  of  life  produced 
by  the  workers  become  a  drug  on  the 
market  and  the  mills  shut  down;  the 
workingman  tramps  the  street  and  a 
panic  ensues.  Millions  of  men,  women 
and  children  are  in  idleness  as  they 
are  today,  and  everything  that  labor 
produced  is  at  top-notch  prices  and 
beyond  the  reach  of  those  who  pro- 
duced it  The  shrewd,  sharp,  crafty, 
capitalist  is  living  in  luxury,  feeding 


and  housing  his  dog  and  horses  far 
better  than  the  so-called  prosperous  la- 
boring man,  and  a  great  army  of  un- 
employed are  begging  for  a  chance  to 
work  for  starvation  wages.  While  this 
is  going  on  the  exploiters  of  labor  are 
busy  framing  up  some  of  "Frank  Ma- 
loney's  Bull  Con"  to  hand  the  people 
through  the  mouth  of  its  paid  orators, 
and  its  dirty,  filthy,  subsidized  press. 
They  will  tell  you  that  rate  legislation 
caused  the  panic,  or  that  lack  of  con- 
fidence, the  agitation  to  reduce  the 
tariff,  the  fine  against  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  (that  will  never  be  paid), 
the  publicity  of  the  insurance  scandal 
and  investigation,  and  God  only  knows 
what  else  you  will  get — every  excuse 
except  the  right  one.  We  shall  come  to 
that  question  later  on. 

But  what  will  they  offer  to  you  this 
fall,  you  people  that  can  control  the 
earth  if  you  would  but  wake  up?  What 
will  be  the  tune  of  that  "bull  con?" 
Here  is  what  it  will  be,  remember  it: 
non-interference  and  conservatism. 
This  will  be  the  tone  of  all  the  cam- 
paign speeches,  especially  of  the  Re- 
publican type.  They  will  not  tell  you 
they  are  in  favor  of  a  parcel  post,  the 
postal  savings  bank,  anti-injunctions 
in  labor  disputes,  penitentiary  sentence 
for  bribery  or  other  gross  violations 
of  law.  Nothing  of  this  sort,  and  if 
they  did  so  they  would  miss  the  mark 
a  million  miles  and  you  still  ^ould  re- 
main a  wage-slave.  What  they  want  is 
non-interference  and  conservatism,  and 
what  do  they  mean  in  this  saying?  It 
means  that  you  should  not  interfere 
with  the  interest  of  the  interests,  and 
it  will  be  preached  from  every  pulpit, 
from  every  public  stage  in  the  United 
States.  Corporations  should  never  be 
fined,  no  matter  what  they  do.  You 
must  not  make  any  laws  that  would  be 
a  detriment  to  or  work  any  injury 
whatsoever  to  the  interest  of  the  capi- 
talist class.  Agitation  of  any  reform 
should  be  despised  and  dispensed  with. 
The  right  of  Wall  Street  to  dictate  our 
financial  policy^  their  right  to  fleece 
the  national  government  and  the  peo- 
ple thereof  by  the  manipulation  of 
stocks  and  bonds  should  not  and  must 
not  be  questioned  by  the  people.  The 
right  to  imprison,  degrade,  humiliate 
and  blacklist  the  people  and  destroy 
their  property  by  the  money  power 
through  the  agency  of  its  henchmen, 
the  Pinkertons,  the  scabs  and  its  Harry 
Orchards,  must  be  retained  by  the  capi- 
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tallst  class,  or  the  great  prosperity  will 
be  slow  in  coming  back  to  us.  If  yon 
protest  you  are  called  a  radical  and 
may  be  deported,  or  some  false  witness 
may  swear  your  life  away,  or  some 
plutocratic  judge  will  send  you  to 
jail,  for  free  speech  you  know  has 
passed  Into  history.  The  champions 
of  capitalism  will  not  be  slow  in  tell- 
ing you  how  the  wheela  of  commerce 
and  Industry  will  whirl  If  you  only 
give  your  votes  for  ihe  old  parties, 
especially  the  Republican  gang.  But 
it  matters  not  whether  it  be  Republi- 
can or  Democrat,  both  parties  stand 
sponsor  for  the  wage  system,  slavery 
and  graft.  There  is  no  use  In  trying 
to  cleanse  a  stream  when  the  fountain 
head  is  poisoned,  and  you  will  catch 
on  to  this  fact  some  day,  my  dear 
Alphonso.  For  you,  by  your  votes, 
have  made  a  few  millionaires  and  mil- 
lions of  slaves.  There  are  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people  right  here 
in  the  United  States  without  food.  Mil- 
lions who  are  only  half  clothed  and 
housed,  and  several  millions  more  who 
would  take  a  job,  no  matter  how  small 
the  compensation.  The  large  cities  are 
full  of  people  who  live  in  the  most 
humble  fashion  and  frugal  manner,  yet 
can  not  make  both  ends  meet  with  the 
whole  family  at  work.  Talk  about 
low,  degraded  pauper  labor  in  Europe, 
you  have  it  right  here  in  America,  good 
and  plenty.  The  children  are  com- 
pelled to  work,  instead  of  going  to 
school  and,  next  to  war,  it  is  the  great- 
est blot  on  our  so-called  civilization. 
You  are  a  slave  and  your  children  will 
inherit  your  bondage.  What  could  a 
man  conceive  of  to  be  more  damnable 
than  to  know  his  children  are  In  some 
mill  or  factory  helping  to  make  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  some  duke  or  other 
aristocrats  who  reside  in  London  or 
Paris,  New  York  or  Boston^  and  who 
never  see  the  penitentiary  in  which 
these  little  urchins  work  out  their 
lives  for  the  sake  of  a  dollar  or  two 
dollars  per  week?  Statistics  will  show 
you  that  there  are  thousands  of  chil- 
dren as  young  as  six  years  old  work- 
ing in  the  mills  and  factories,  and  who 
has  the  audacity  to  say  that  they  will 
grow  up  to  the  healthy  standard  of 
manhood  and  womanhood  when  all 
their  energies,  both  mental  and 
physical,  are  stunted,  dwarfed  and 
weakened  at  such  an  early  age. 

Labor  day   parade   would   look   fine 
with  several  thousand  of  these  little 


bread  winners  marching  in  the  line, 
with  their  backs  bent  over,  their  limbs 
deformed,  the  pallor  of  their  cheeks 
likened  to  the  dead.  What  a  great 
sight  in  liberty-loving  America!  What 
would  Christ  say  if  He  was  here  on 
earth?  What  have  the  good  sanctified 
saints  who  march  to  church  every 
Sunday  morning  to  say  in  protest  to 
such  infamy?  Nothing!  True  did 
Robert  Burns  the  great  poet  say, 
"Man's  Inhumanity  to  man  makes 
countless  millions  mourn."  And,  mind 
you,  all  this  power  to  enslave  you  and  ' 
your  family,  all  this  divine  right  has 
come  about  because  you  have  paid  no 
attention   to   politics.     God  bless  the 

rich  and  d the  poor.     Let  them 

work,  they  are  used  to  It  That  is 
about  the  consideration  you  give  the 
question. 

The  Socialist  party  can  and  will 
solve  this  problem,  and  the  sooner  you 
vote  this  ticket,  the  sooner  will  the 
slaves  be  free.  If  the  workers  would 
only  read  the  books  and  papers  that 
show  you  the  right  path  Instead  of  the 
money  power  press,  they  would  soon 
be  enlightened.  The  Socialists  stand 
for  one  great  co-operative  common- 
wealth where  all  the  machines  and 
tools  of  production  and  distribution 
shall  be  operated  and  controlled  by  the 
people  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple. You  will  be  able  to  obtain  any 
article  at  its  labor  cost  price,  you 
would  give  your  labor  for  anything 
that  you  required  and  you  would  re- 
ceive full  value.  No  man  or  combina- 
tion of  men  will  reap  any  profit  from 
your  labor — not  a  cent — and  when  the 
capitalists  and  exploiters  are  voted  out 
and  everybody  helps  to  produce  some- 
thing, how  easily  will  all  our  wants 
be  supplied.  But  the  way  you  stand 
today,  you  are  paying  taxes  or  exces- 
sive prices  for  everything  you  eat  and 
wear,  and  for  all  the  pleasure,  if  any, 
because  all  these  things  are  created  by 
a  profit-grabbing  outfit  called  trusts,  or 
"legitimate  business  enterprises."  For 
Instance:  Statistics  of  South  Africa 
show  that  the  Chinamen  who  worked 
in  the  gold  mines  of  the  Transvaal 
produced  one  hundred  dollars  a  day, 
each  and  every  one  of  them,  and  they 
in  turn  were  paid  the  huge  sum  of  sev- 
enty-five cents  for  their  labor.  The 
statistics  of  the  department  of  Com- 
merce and  Labor  by  Carroll  D.  Wright 
show  you  the  some  thing  here  in  this 
despotic    republic.      The    cost    of    all 
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manufacturing  goods  Is  shown,  also 
the  cost  of  raising  wheat  and  farm 
products,  and  it  is  wonderful  to  see  the 
great  profit  that  is  made  from  the 
hands  of  labor. 

If  you  only  knew  the  exact  figures 
of  the  total  Income  of  the  railroads 
you  switchmen  are.  working  for  and 
the  exact  amount  of  its  expenditures 
and  compare  them  with  the  average 
railroad  employe's  wages,  you  would 
be  suprised  to  see  what  you  help  to 
produce,  and  you  would  not  wonder 
why  there  are  so  many  millionaires 
and  so  many  million  slaves.  The 
money  that  was  borrowed  from  Europe 
last  winter  at  a  high  rate  of  interest 
is  now  being  returned.  You  know 
when  the  panic  struck  us  the  people 
made  a  run  on  all  the  banks  and  all 
who  could  drew  their  money  out,  which 
caused  a  shortage,  for  the  withdrawals 
amounted  to  many  millions.  The  banks 
in  turn  (at  least  some  of  them)  bor- 
rowed money  to  replenish  the  defici- 
ency, and  Uncle  Sam  gave  Morgan's 
syndicate  millions  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  confidence,  and  incidentally 
to  make  a  few  dollars  for  his  pals.  But 
now  confidence  has  been  restored  some- 
what and  the  people  are  making  de- 
posits again,  and  the  big  banking 
houses  are  in  possession  of  the  peo- 
ple's coin  once  more,  so  there  is  no  use 
of  holding  England's  ten  per  cent, 
money  when  the  money  of  the  people 
can  be  had  for  much  less.  Now  the 
prices  of  stocks  and  bonds  will  advance 
all  along  the  line,  and  in  a  few  years 
when  further  inflation  will  strain 
them  to  the  breaking  point,  and  when, 
the  wage  slaves  have  produced  an 
abundance  of  everything  and  foreign 
markets  will  be  flooded  with  American 
made  products.  Wall  Street  will  be 
cocked  and  primed  for  the  game,  and 
all  of  a  sudden  some  representative  of 
the  powers  that  be  will  shout  the  joy- 
ful news  that  Japan  will  declare  war 
on  the  United  States  next  Friday  the 
23d,  and  "bang,"  presto  change!  And 
we  have  another  panic  and  Wall 
Street  has  all  the  coin.  The  people 
rush  madly  to  the  banks  for  their 
money,  the  banker  informs  them  that 
he  is  unable  to  pay,  for  he  loaned  all 
the  money  out  of  what  he  was  told 
were  gilt  edge  securities.  He  had  the 
papers  to  show  as  certificates  of  fact, 
but  the  big  fellow  at  New  York  had  the 
dollars,  and  the  people  have  a  record 
of  how  much   they  lost.     Millions  of 


men  are  dumped  out  of  a  job.  bread- 
lines and  soup  houses  are  now  in  order. 
Switchmen  can  ride  in  box  cars  all 
over  the  country  in  vain  search  for 
work,  thousands  of  women  and  chil- 
dren can  starve  to  death  or  commit 
suicide,  just  as  they  think  best  Men 
will  steal  and  murder  in  order  to  ob- 
tain food  and  clothing  for  their  starv- 
ing families  in  some  cases,  and  if 
caught  at  it  are  sentenced  to  twenty 
years  or  the  gallows.  Wages  will  be 
reduced  and  God  only  knows  what 
else,  all  for  the  sake  of  so-called  hon- 
est business  exploitation.  This  state  of 
affairs  happened  several  times  within 
our  memory,  and  what  is  to  prevent 
it  happening  again.  Yes,  it  shall  come 
again  as  sure  as  you  are  alive,  because 
you  poor  dupes  will  vote  for  the  panic- 
making  gang  this  faU. 

If  you  have  any  reason  about  you, 
if  you  will  read  the  books  and  papers 
that  you  ought  to.  your  mind  will 
change,  your  vote  will  change  and  your 
deplorable  environment  will  look 
brighter  and  hope,  instead  of  despair, 
will  enliven  your  mind  and  heart,  and 
you  will  be  a  better  man  and  better 
citizen.  Send  to  Girard,  Kans.,  for  the 
Appeal  to  Reason,  One  dollar  will  put 
four  of  you  switchmen  on  the  right 
track.  Send  for  it  tomorrow,  it  costs 
25c  in  clubs  of  four,  and  then  vote  this 
fall  for  the  immortal  E.  V.  Debs. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

G.  H.  Malatt. 


Topeka,  Kans. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  first  annual  ball  of  the  Switch- 
men's Union  of  North  America  was 
given  in  the  National  Hotel  roof  gar- 
den, June  19.  1908.  The  roof  garden 
is  a  new  thing  in  this  town  and  the 
switchmen,  their  wives  and  friends 
turned  out  in  a  body  300  strong.  Bros. 
George  Flemming  and  James  Bostlc 
and  wives  led  the  grand  march.  The 
two  worthy  brothers  certainly  stepped 
to  the  front  and  ate  that  grand  march 
up.  Carnations  were  distributed  freely 
for  the  occasion,  so  the  brothers  and 
friends  will  have  something  to  remem- 
ber the  first  attempt.  The  affair  was 
a  strictly  union  affair  from  start  to 
finish — union  label,  or  nothing  doing. 
We  can  give  the  arrangement  commit- 
tee the  credit  for  the  success  with  the 
help  of  all  brothers.  Refreshments 
were  served  by  the  National  Hotel  man- 
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agement  Bro.  Felner,  our  injured 
brother,  took  a  part  in  the  success,  and 
we  are  sorry  he  was  not  able  to  dance. 
Never  mind,  John,  you  will  be  with  us 
next  time.  The  invited  guests  were  as 
follows:  Santa  Fe,  Supt.  C.  F.  Mc- 
Lellan;  Train  Masters,  L.  Stanley;  G. 
Y.  M.,  J.  C.  Kennedy;  N.  Y.  M.,  Geo. 
Simmers;  Assistant  John  Young  of 
Rock  Island,  Superintendent  G.  W. 
Roark,  Trainmaster  C.  I.  Kern  and 
Yardmasters  Burt  and  George  Kline. 
Owing  to  the  flood  some  of  our  hard- 
luck  Northsiders  could  not  attend. 
Well,  brothers,  this  is  only  the  first 
one  and  we  will  certainly  have  one  an- 
nually from  now  on.  A  charming 
young  lady  manipulated  the  piano  for 
the  switchmen's  grand  occasion.  We 
thank  all  brothers  for  the  interest  they 
took  to  make  the  ball  a  success.  Hop- 
ing the  next  one  will  be  as  successful, 
I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

JouBNAi.  Agent. 


Nottingham,  O. 

Editob   Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

In  one  of  our  magazines  I  noticed 
a  piece  on  world  Improvement,  and  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  things  on  that 
subject. 

World  Improvement  and  the  work- 
ingman.  In  this  enlightened  period  we 
have  some  men  who  have  optimistic 
views  in  the  face  of  adversity,  and  we 
cannot  help  but  admire  them.  There 
is  an  old  saying  that  as  the  world 
grows  wiser  it  grows  weaker;  and 
nowhere  is  it  depicted  more  plainly 
than  when  we  compare  the  present 
with  the  past.  Take  the  Romans  for 
an  example;  they  were  ignorant  of 
Christianity  but  they  had  certain 
ideals  which  we  have  to  admire,  and 
among  them  is  the  stamina  of  man- 
hood, a  gift  to  all  mankind.  The 
leaders  of  the  different  policies  that 
were  carried  out  by  the  despot  Nero 
were  sincere  in  their  belief  of  duty  to- 
ward their  constituency.  Now,  then, 
compare  our  enlightened  age  and  our 
leaders  with  them,  and  you  will  find 
a  difference,  and  the  difference  is  ju«t 
this,  the  Roman  worshiped  Nero  as 
their  god. 

Today  the  almighty  dollar  is  the 
god  in  place  of  Nero,  and  as  many 
lives  are  sacrificed  in  the  United  States 
every  day  as  Nero  blotted  out  with  his 


whims  and  fancies,  only  in  a  different 
way,  and  so  much  more  shame  for 
them,  living  in  this  enlightened  age. 

For  example,  power  has  always  been 
the  factor  that  ruled  the  universe,  and 
let  us  compare  present  power  with 
past  power.  We  find  men  In  Roman 
history  worshiping  at  the  throne  oi 
Nero  and  willing  to  sacrifice  their 
lives.  Today  we  find  men  doing  the 
same  thing  for  the  same  man  who  has 
the  power,  the  almighty  dollar.  They 
will  go  before  a  court  and  perjure 
themselves  for  a  dollar  or  two..  I 
know  of  cases  where  murderers  es- 
caped because  the  company  they 
worked  for  proved  a  damage  suit  and 
upheld  them  and  had  them  acquitted 
through  the  power  of  the  almighty 
dollar. 

There  is  a  growing  disregard  for 
human  life,  and  it  is  not  hard  to  see. 

In  ,the  mad  race  for  the  dollar,  all 
things  are  overlooked,  the  safety  of 
the  human  being,  the  morals  of  the 
human  being,  the  honor  of  the  woman, 
the  lives  and  welfare  of  little  children 
are  all  sacrificed  to  pile  up  a  fortune 
for  this  man  and  that  man,  and  souir; 
of  them  are  greater  despots  than  Nero 
ever  was. 

I  don't  want  to  be  classed  as  a  pes- 
simist, but  if  any  man  can  show  me 
where  the  people  of  this  country  have 
advanced  in  Christian  morals  on  an 
equal  basis  with  education,  I  will  be 
convinced  I  am  wrong.  There  was  a 
good  editorial  in  the  Cleveland  Press, 
June  15th  last,  to  illustrate  the  bar- 
barism of  man  in  resorting  to  the  gal- 
lows to  punish  his  fellow-man  for 
crimes. 

In  a  June  magazine  there  was  an 
article  written  by  Braughton  Branden- 
burg, president  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute of  Immigration,  in  which  he  gives 
a  very  long-winded  statement  on  the 
menace  of  the  red  flag.  He  seems  to 
have  been  inspired  by  what  President 
Roosevelt  said  in  regard  to  •anarchists. 
Now  he  might  have  written  on  what 
he  said  in  regard  to  muck-rakers,  but 
that  would  not  have  looked  good  now, 
for  Roosevelt,  like  the  late  M.  A.  Han- 
na,  said  a  good  many  things  that 
would  not  keep  long.  We  all  know 
that  these  anarchists  must  be  gov- 
erned, and  it  must  be  done  in  a  safe 
and  sane  manner.  Educate  against 
violence;  it  is  folly  to  expect  to  legis- 
late a  law  to  exterminate  them.    Rus- 
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sia  and  other  countries  have  been 
grappling  with  it  for  years  and  cannot 
do  it,  and  this  man  even  claims  that 
some  of  our  most  powerful  men,  our 
capitalists,  are  anarchists.  He  says 
something  must  be  done,  and  hints  in 
a  vague  way  at  the  ballot  box.  Now, 
the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties 
have  been  in  power,  one  or  the  other, 
and  brought  this  condition  of  affairs 
upon  us.  Maybe  he  thinly  a  change 
would  do  us  good. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

T.  C.  Cashen. 


Salt  Lake  Gty,  Utah. 

Editor  Switchmex's  Joubnal: 

At  our  last  meeting  In  the  month  of 
May  our  secretary,  Bro.  Bullock,  read 
letters  from  brothers  located  in  Texas, 
New  York  City, '  and  Colon,  Panama, 
giving  the  railroad  situation  at  those 
places  and  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
situation  here.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
brothers  in  general  I  will  try,  through 
the  columns  of  the  Joubxal,  to  give 
them  the  situation  throughout  this 
part  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  country. 
Railroad  business  on  the  lines  out  of 
Salt  Lake  is  very  quiet,  in  fact,  poor. 
Nothing  doing  on  the  Oregon  Short 
Line,  Salt  Lake,  San  Pedro  &  Los  An- 
geles (Clark,  or  Pedro  route).  West- 
ern, and  Union  Pacific,  and  not  much 
on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  on  the 
latter  partly  on  account  of  the  machin- 
ists* strike  and  poor  power,  also  for 
lack  of  business.  The  Salt  Lake  &  Los 
Angeles  (the  Salt  Air  Beach  route), 
and  the  Salt  Lake  &  Ogden  (Bamberg- 
er, or  Lagoon  route),  are  doing  the 
usual  summer  business  to  their  re- 
sorts. We  do  not  look  for  business  to 
increase  before  August  or  September. 
Many  of  the  brothers,  in  order  to  live 
until  then,  have  accepted  employment 
in  other  lines.  But  while  our  railroad- 
ing is  dull  our  pleasure  resorts  have 
got  busy,  having  made  their  grand 
openings  on  Decoration  Day.  Salt  Air 
Beach,  Lagoon,  Liberty,  (Haider's,  Jack 
Hill  Parks,  Salt  Palace,  Warm  Springs, 
and  our  military  post.  Fort  Douglas, 
along  with  our  Mormon  attractions,  the 
Temple,  Tabernacle,  Assembly  Hall, 
Brigham  Young's  grave  and  monument. 
Lion  and  Bee  Hive  Houses,  Amelie's 
Palace  (the  home  of  Brighani  Young's 
favorite  wife),  and  Eagle  Gate,  miles 
of  wide,  shady  streets,  with  living 
water  running  through,  and  splendid 


drives,  make  Salt  Lake  a  fine  summer 
resort.  And,  while  we  do  not  have  the 
scenery  of  the  Catskills  or  Alleghenies, 
our  snow-capped  peaks  of  the  Wasatch, 
our  beautiful  valley,  with  its  full 
bloom  of  vegetation  and  pure  moun- 
tain streams,  make  as  fine  an  exhibi- 
tion of  nature  as  your  eye  ever  beheld. 
To  the  brothers  from  all  directions,  in 
passing  through,  stop  off  at  Salt  Lake, 
and  we  will  try  and  make  it  pleasant 
for  you  while  sojourning  along  the 
"Milk  and  Honey"  route. 

At  our  meeting  mentioned  in  fore- 
going we  elected  two  delegates  to  the 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  which  meets 
the  first  Monday  after  Labor  Day. 
Bros.  Sam  D.  ShiU  and  George  R. 
Klontz  were  the  delegates  chosen,  both 
good,  able  men,  and  from  a  long  resi- 
dence in  this  State  and  wide  acquaint- 
ance, will  be  in  a  position  to  look  after 
our  interests  intelligently. 

After  lodge  was  dismissed,  and  we 
were  about  to  depart  for  home,  we  were 
agreeably  surprised  by  the  ladies  of 
Sego  Lily  Lodge  No.  20  L.  A.,  headed 
by  worthy  Mistress  Smith,  assisted  by 
Sisters  Mrs.  Bays,  Mrs.  CJharles,  Mrs. 
Shill,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Bullock,  Mrs. 
McKone,  Mrs.  Cox,  Mrs.  Wilber,  and 
Mrs.  Pope.  They  escorted  us  into  an- 
other hall  of  our  lodge  building,  and 
there  prepared  was  a  fine  lunch  and 
coffee.  Just  like  "Ma"  makes,  and  to  add 
to  the  pleasure  of  the  occasion  was  a 
splendid  orchestra,  the  leader  being  a 
son  of  Mistress  Smith.  After  partak- 
ing of  all  the  "goodies"  and  listening 
to  the  toasts  by  our  worthy  Master, 
Bro.  Bays,  and  Bro.  Shill,  dancing  was 
next  in  line.  Enjoying  ourselves  until 
after  midnight  we  departed  for  home, 
feeling  better  for  having  met  all  these 
good  and  kind  sisters.  To  them  we 
are  much  Indebted  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  get  through  with  all  these 
social  affairs,  for  they  are  always  a 
success. 

On  June  4th  Sister  Shill  gave  a  card 
party,  which  was  attended  by  the  fol- 
lowing named  members:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bays,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles,  Mrs.  Smith.  Mrs.  Wilber.  Mr. 
Sam  Hoover,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Shill, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKone,  also  a  few 
parties  in  and  out  of  railroad  acquaint- 
ances. There  would  have  been  a  bet- 
ter attendance  but  for  the  rainy 
weather  we  have  had  in  this  city  for 
the  past  two  weeks.  From  all  accounts 
the  card  party  was  a  great  success. 
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Concluding,  I  desire  to  say  No.  119 
lias  a  membership  of  something  over 
50,  and  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  is  holding  its 
own  in  this  part  of  the  country,  as 
most  all  the  members  are  "old  timers," 
and  avoid  as  much  as  possible  any  con- 
tention or  back-biting.  I  desire  to 
mention  in  this  connection  that  Bro. 
Jim  Love  has  been  appointed  acting 
night  yardmaster  for  the  Oregon  Short . 
Line,  an  appointment  that  meets  with 
the  hearty  approval  of  all  the  brothers, 
for  Jim  is  a  good  man  and  popular. 

Bro.  William  Elliott  has  been  ap- 
pointed night  hostler  for  the  Bam- 
berger Line.  Bill  is  an  old-timer  and 
a  good,  deserving  fellow.  He  has  the 
best  wishes  of  all. 

Bro.  Flarity,  who  has  been  laid  up 
with  rheumatism,  is  back  at  work  in 
O.  S.  L.  yards  days,  and  we  are  glad 
to  see  him  at  his  old  post. 

Bros.  W.  E.  Foster  and  Frank  Buck- 
ley have  secured  employment  with  the 
Utah  Copper  Company.  These  are  two 
first  class  men,  and  well  liked. 

Bro.  Happy  McCue,  I  understand,  is 
working  at  Ely,  Nev.  Success  to  you, 
"Happy." 

As  this  is  my  first  letter  to  the  Jour- 
nal. I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to  all. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

ZiON. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Once  more  I  will  ask  space  in  the 
Journal  to  say  a  few  words,  and  let 
the  brothers  know  that  Auburn  Park 
Lodge  No.  208  is  still  on  earth,  and 
pulling  through  the  financial  fiurry  all 
right. 

We  are  holding  better  meetings,  and 
the  brothers  are  attending  more  regu- 
larly. We  still  have  a  few  of  those 
who  do  not  know  they  are  neglecting 
their  own  welfare  when  they  stay 
away  from  their  lodge  meetings,  and 
those  are  the  first  to  look  for  the  griev- 
ance committee  when  in  trouble. 
Of  course.  Pa  Harrison  we  do  not  look 
for  at  the  meetings,  as  his  time  is 
taken  up  with  his  teams,  as  he  will  be 
kept  going  now  gathering  hay  from 
his  Rockwell  Street  farm. 

Bro.  Gillespie  is  back  at  work  again 
after  a  thirty  days*  vacation.  He  vis- 
ited his  home  in  Plains,  Pa.,  also  New 
York  City.  We  were  glad  to  see  Tony 
return,  as  his  female  friends  were  lone- 
some without  him. 


Bros.  Barrett  and  Mansfield  are  still 
on  the  Dalton  flyer,  and  as  usual  take 
in  the  polly  on  Monday. 

Bro.  Spence,  I  am  glad  to  say,  Is 
working  again  after  a  severe  illness, 
and  is  now  being  congratulated  as  the 
proud  papa  of  a  ten-pound  boy.  Long 
life  and  many  happy  days  to  young 
Spence! 

Bro.  Bates  and  some  of  his  friends 
who  are  lovers  of  the  manly  art  and 
thought  Papke  could  not  lose  are  now 
wishing  they  knew  more  about  one 
Stanley  Ketchel.  If  they  had  they 
might  have  saved  car  fare. 

Bro.  Robertson  is  now  in  his  glory, 
as  he  runs  the  M.  C.  limited,  and  has 
Bro.  Bates  to  keep  the  lunch  prepared. 

Bro.  John  Harte,  one  of  Toronto's 
favored  sons,  who  has  been  working  on 
the  Belt,  is  now  paying  a  visit  to  his 
mother.  John  says  he  is  sorry  he  is 
not  a  citizen  of  this  country,  as  he 
would  like  to  cast  his  vote  at  the  com- 
ing election  for  Bryan.  John  seems  to 
be  like  the  balance  of  our  immigrants, 
when  they  get  a  bunch  of  our  money 
they  hike  back  over  the  waters  to  live; 
but  John  will  not  build  any  brown- 
stone  fronts  over  in  Canada  on  the 
money  he  got  for  his  services  on  the 
Belt,  so  we  expect  to  see  John  with  us 
soon  again. 

Now,  brothers,  the  switchmen  in  the 
Chicago  district  should  think  and  ask 
themselves  what  the  merchants  of  this 
district  are  doing  to  make  trouble  be- 
tween the  switchmen  and  their  em- 
ployers. The  Merchants'  Association 
are  trying,  with  the  aid  of  the  State 
Railway  Commission,  to  make  a  reduc- 
tion In  the  switching  charges  In  Chi- 
cago district;  so  now  the  switchmen 
on  the  Belt,  with  the  other  orders,  will 
protest  against  this  reduction,  not  that 
we  are  willing  to  stand  any  reduction 
in  our  wages  but  because  there  is  still 
six  cents  due  us,  and  should  the  mer- 
chants and  railway  commissioners 
(backed  by  Governor  Deneen)  succeed 
in  their  efforts,  it  would  prevent  us 
next  November  from  renewing  our  an- 
nual visit  to  our  respective  employers 
to  ask  for  the  remainder  of  the  ten 
cents  which  we  should  have  had  two 
years  ago.  So  a  word  to  all  switch- 
men and  men  In  yard  service:  tell 
your  member  of  the  legislature  you  are 
not  getting  enough  pay  now,  and  you 
do  not  want  the  politicians  of  this 
State  Interfering  with  anything  that 
prevents  the  switchmen  from  getting 
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better  conditions  in  the  Chicago  dis- 
trict. 

So  now,  in  concluding,  let  me  con- 
gratulate the  employers  of  the  Belt  and 
C.  &  W.  I.  on  the  appointment  of  our 
general  superintendent,  J.  M.  Warner, 
to  the  oflace  of  general  manager,  vice 
Mr.  B.  Thomas,  resigned;  so  the  office 
of  general  superintendent  has  been 
abolished,  and  employes  heretofore  re-' 
porting  to  the  general  superintendent 
will  report  to  the  train-master,  except 
the  chief  engineer  and  master  me- 
chanic, who  will  report  to  the  general 
manager. 

With  best  wishes  for  our  noble  union 
and  its  members,  I  am,  as  ever. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

Shinigan. 


Newark,  Ohio. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

After  reading  the  last  issue  of  the 
SwiTcu3iEN's  JoxmNAL  I  have  been 
thinking  how  different  is  the  tone  of 
the  articles  that  are  contributed  by  the 
members  of  the  organization  from  those 
that  were  contributed  four  or  five  years 
ago.  If  one  were  to  pick  up  a  Journal 
of  1903  and.  compare  it  to  the  last  issue 
you  would  think  that  the  mission  of 
the  organ  had  changed.  Several  years 
ago  all  of  the  correspondence  dwelt  on 
picnics,  balls,  where  the  good  Jobs 
were,  how  much  money  we  were  get- 
ting, and  what  wonderful  strides  we 
were  making  towards  the  betterment 
of  our  conditions. 

Today  the  scene  has  changed,  there 
is  nothing  said  about  asking  for  more 
money,  but  where  can  a  man  get  a  job 
at  any  price.  Nothing  about  having  a 
good  time,  for  we  haven't  got  the  sur- 
plus to  spend  on  amusement.  But 
there  is  one  thing  I  have  noticed,  that 
the  most  of  the  writers  are  thinking  of 
a  solution  which  will  relieve  the  de- 
plorable condition  which  labor  is  in  to- 
day. A  few  years  ago  we  were  carried 
away  with  the  idea  that  unlimited 
prosperity  struck  this  broad  land  (and 
the  Socialist  was  heralded  as  a  calam- 
ity howler).  Factories  were  working 
over-time,  railroads  surpassed  all  pre- 
vious records  in  distributing  products 
over  the  land,  and  the  laboring  class 
were  indeed  happy  for  they  now  had  a 
job,  they  could  eat  more  than  formerly, 
wear  better  clothes  and  take  in  an 
occasional  pleasure  trip.  Many  con- 
ceived the  idea  that    this    prosperity 


would  never  cease,  but  cease  it  did,  and 
now  they  are  beginning  to  awaken  to 
the  fact  that  prosperity  under  a  com- 
petitive system  can  not  last  long,  and 
they  must  suffer  deprivation  and  starv- 
ation on  account  of  having  been  too 
diligent  The  reason  for  that  Is  that 
they  have  been  competing  for  each 
other's  jobs,  worked  too  long  hours, 
worked  too  cheap;  now  they  have  sup- 
plied the  world's  market,  filled  the 
storehouses  and  retail  shelves,  and  now 
they  have  not  the  money  to  buy  back 
the  products  which  they  themselves 
produced.  The  government  can  not 
open  a  new  artery  of  commerce,  for  we 
are  already  sending  our  goods  into 
every  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
so  all  we  can  do  Is  to  sit  In  Idleness 
and  wait  until  this  surplus  is  con- 
sumed by  those  who  have  the  money 
to  purchase.  Then  there  will  be  a  re- 
sumption of  business,  but  never  as 
strong  as  before,  because  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expansion  has  passed.  Years 
ago  we  shipped  the  finished  product 
across  the  water,  then  we  shipped  the 
machinery.  Today  we  are  shipping 
neither  one,  for  they  have  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and  with  the  machinery  they 
are  making  the  finished  product  wlth- 
out.our  assistance. 

The  sooner  the  tolling  masses  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  system  Is 
detrimental  to  all,  the  better;  for  then 
we  will  unite  and  establish  a  success- 
ful system  for  society:  that  of  a  co- 
operative commonwealth,  In  which 
each  Individual  will  receive  all  which 
he  produces,  and  not  a  mere  pittance, 
enough  for  a  mere  existence. 

Several  years  ago  we  received  an  in- 
crease In  wages;  had  we  received 
shorter  hours  we  would  have  fared  far 
better,  for  then  we  would  not  have  pro- 
duced so  much,  and  could  not  have 
been  exploited  to  the  extent  which  we 
were,  and  the  surplus  would  not  be 
on  hand,  therefore  the  panic  would  not 
have  come  quite  so  soon.  Why  doesn't 
the  working  man  ask  for  shorter  hours 
now?  Because  there  are  plenty  of  men 
to  hire,  and  well  he  knows  if  he  did 
he  would  receive  a  reduction  in  wages, 
and,  I  suppose,  a  good  many  have  stood 
a  reduction  already. 

With  all  the  calamity  there  is  in  the 
country,  I  believe  it  is  for  the  best,  for 
this  reason:  as  long  as  the  working 
class  had  jobs  they  didn't  worry  very 
much  as  to  their  future.  If  you  tried 
to  convert  them  into  a  class-conscious 
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political  party,  they  blankly  told  you 
that  the  old  parties  were  good  enough 
for  them.  But  today!  most  any  of 
them  have  time  to  listen  to  a  remedy, 
or  to  read  any  paper  that  will  promise 
them  relief,  for  their  stomachs  are 
empty,  and  that  surely  makes  them 
think.  They  are  in  danger  of  losing 
their  savings  of  the  last  few  years  of 
so-called  prosperity.  The  working  man 
has  not  bettered  his  condition  with 
the  evolution  of  machinery.  Had  we 
owned  the  machines  collectively  we 
could  now  be  reaping  the  profit  off  of 
what  the  machines  produce,  instead  of 
sitting  on  the  outside  of  the  factory 
watching  the  machine  doing  the  work 
which  we  formerly  did,  and  the  owner 
of  the  machine  getting  what  it  pro- 
duces. 

In  June  the  Republican  party  (the 
party  which  has  the  prfesent  system 
under  its  control  and  is  responsible 
for  the  present  deplorable  conditions 
of  the  country  held)  its  convention 
In  Chicago.  Before  that  time  no  Re- 
publican working  man  could  tell  you 
what  he  wanted  or  what  would  re- 
lieve the  conditions  in  the  country,  or 
what  the  Republican  issues  would  be; 
but  now.  since  the  convention  Is  over 
he  will  try  to  tell  that  he  has  stood 
for  that  issue  all  the  time,  and  he 
will  stick  to  that  policy.  The  same 
holds  good  with  the  Democratic  work- 
ingman.  He  is  going  to  stand  for 
•anything  that  is  enacted  at  Denver 
at  the  convention  that  is  being  held 
at  the  present  time. 

Ask  a  Socialist  workingman  what 
he  stands  for  and  he  will  tell  you  very 
quickly  that  he  stands  for  the  elimi- 
nation of  interest,  rent  and  profit; 
for  the  full  product  of  labor;  for  an 
equal  opportunity  to  produce  and  for 
all  measures  that  will  help  the  work- 
ingman. He  does  not  have  to  wait  till 
the  convention  is  over,  because  his 
Issues  never  change;  nor  will  they 
change  until  the  workingman  gets 
all  he  is  entitled  to. 

Brothers,  the  time  for  action  is  at 
hand.  If  the  capitalistic  class  cannot 
run  these  industries  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  class  and  keep  the 
producers  from  deprivation,  then  it 
is  time  for  the  toiling  masses  to  rise 
unitedly  and  protest  against  a  system 
that  is  rotten  to  the  core.  Let  us  pro- 
test along  the  lines  of  the  least  re- 
sistance,  that  of  concerted   action   at 


the  ballot  box.  Do  not  strike  one  way 
and  vote  another!  Unite  industri- 
ally! Unite  politically!  and  the  day 
of  hunger  and  servility  for  the  prole- 
tariat will  be  at  an  end.  A  million 
votes  cast  for  the  Socialist  ticket,  for 
the  working  class  movement,  will 
have  greater  results  than  all  the  peti- 
tions we  can  send  to  Congress. 

The  one  indisputable  fact  that  the 
interest  of  the  capitalist  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  working  class  are  ex- 
actly the  opposite  and  detrimental  to 
each  other  is  self-evident.  There  can 
bo  no  compromise.  If  they  win,  we 
lose.  Then  stand  by  those  who  have 
fought  for  you,  those  who  have  car- 
ried your  banner  and  helped  to  bring 
your  standard  of  living  up  to  where 
it  is  today.  Be  true  to  those  who  have 
been  tested  and  not  found  wanting. 
Do  not  crucify  your  friend  and  laud 
your  enemy,  or  your  condition  will 
never  be  what  it  should  be  and  on  you 
and  you  alone  will  rest  the  blame. 

Yours  for  the  revolution  in  B.,  H. 
and  P., 

Rail  Bender. 


Conneaut,  O. 

Editor  Switchmex's  Journal: 

I  suppose  it  is  about  time  for  No. 
116  to  be  represented  in  the  pink  book 
again,  but  owing  to  the  president  us- 
ing such  poor  judgment  in  selecting  a 
representative,  of  course  the  members 
will  have  to  stand  for  the  inferior  way 
in  which  they  are  represented. 

In  the  first  place  I  want  to  speak  of 
the  visit  we  had  from  Bro.  Conners  on 
May  24th.  We  so  seldom  see  a  Grand 
Lodge  officer  here  that  we  are  always 
very  anxious  to  tell  everyone  about  it 
when  one  does  drop  in  on  us.  We 
served  notice  on  Bro.  Hawley  through 
Bro.  Conners  that  if  he  ever  showed 
up  here  we  would  stone  him  out  of 
town.  Of  course  when  we  did  so  it  was 
with  the  knowledge  that  our  worthy 
International  President  never  shrank 
from  a  duty,  regardless  of  danger.  Con- 
sequently if  he  saw  that  his  duty 
called  him  to  Conneaut  he  would  take 
a  chance  of  being  made  a  martyr  to 
the  cause. 

Laying  all  Jokes  aside,  we  were  all 
very  glad  to  have  Bro.  Conners  with 
us,  and  I  think  everyone  in  the  hall 
enjoyed  his  talk,  although  there  may 
have   been   some   there   who   did   not 
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agree  with  him  all  the  way  through. 
I  failed  to  hear  any  one  say  one  word 
against  it,  and  from  the  enthusiasm 
shown  in  the  audience  it  does  not 
seem  possible  that  there  was  any  one 
there  who  objected  to  anything  he 
said.  I  for  one  agree  with  him  when 
he  says  the  time  has  come  when  the 
workingman  must  take  political  ac- 
tion; and  I  believe  every  intelligent 
workingman  has  come  to  the  same 
conclusion,  but  it  seems  to  be  a  ques- 
tion with  some  as  to  what  action  to 
take.  To  my  mind  there  is  only  one 
way  out,  and  that  in  plain  words  is 
vote  for  E.  V.  Debs.  Some  say  that 
the  Socialist  scheme  is  all  right  if  it 
is  possible  to  bring  things  about,  but 
we  will  suffer  in  changing  things 
around. 

Now  I  wonder  if  it  is  possible  to 
get  the  country  in  any  worse  condition 
than  it  is  now.  They  say  Socialism  is 
a  new  thing;  we  have  not  tried  it;  we 
don't  know  whether  it  will  work  or  not 
after  we  do  get  it.  Well,  while  there 
is  plenty  of  argument  to  show  that  It 
is  all  right,  we  will  grant  for  sake  of 
argument  that  we  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  work  or  not.  I  still 
would  be  in  favor  of  giving  it  a  trial 
for  the  reason  that  the  two  old  parties 
have  both  been  tried  and  have  both 
proved  themselves  incompetent,  so  far 
as  the  workingman  is  concerned,  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  be  willing  to  try 
any  old  thing  that  has  a  ghost  of  a 
show  to  do  anything  towards  reliev- 
ing us  of  the  shackles  they  have  put 
on  us. 

When  we  have  a  system  that  has 
been  tried  for  so  many  years  and 
every  year  puts  us  in  worse  condition, 
I  think  it  is  time  to  cut  it  out  and 
try  something  else. 

Now,  boys,  you  who  are  opposed  to 
Socialism,  I  believe  it  is  because  you 
have  never  read  upon  it  and  don't 
know  what  it  is.  The  capitalist  pa- 
pers are  so  bitter  against  it  that  they 
print  all  manner  of  lies  to  make  one 
think  that  Socialists  stand  for  some- 
thing ridiculous,  so  that  those  who 
read  nothing  but  their  papers  take  It 
for  granted  that  there  is  nothing  in  it 
and  don't  take  the  pains  to  investi- 
gate It  for  themselves. 

I  have  neither  time,  space  nor 
ability  to  put  up  any  argument  here  to 
convince  you  that  you  are  on  the 
wrong  path  when  you  vote  the  old 
party    tickets.     But    I    do   think    you 


would  be  doing  only  justice  to  your- 
selves, your  families  and  the  working 
class  generally  if  you  would  lay  aside 
all  prejudice  and  get  some  Socialist 
literature  and  read  up.  It  will  do  no 
harm  and  if  you  thoroughly  under- 
stand what  Socialism  is  and  then 
cannot  adopt  it,  I  will  have  no  more 
to  say.  But  I  do  think  when  there  Is 
only  one  political  party  that  even 
claims  to  be  friendly  to  our  cause,  that 
it  is  no  more  than  right  that  we 
should  at  least  look  up  their  claim  and 
see  if  there  is  anything  in  it. 

Lodge  No.  116  is  in  a  very  good  con- 
dition considering  the  way  business 
has  been  here.  The  "Bessimer"  has 
been  practically  dead  since  last  No- 
vember, but  the  last  few  weeks  it  has 
been  picking  up  a  little.  Even  now 
they  are  working  only  a  little  over 
half  the  usual  summer  force.  Most  of 
the  men  have  caught  some  work 
around  here,  some  in  factories,  some 
on  the  streets,  some  in  a  brickyard,  in 
fact,  any  old  thing  to  make  a  dollar. 
It  was  foolisli  to  go  away  to  look  for 
a  railroad  job,  so  we  had  to  stay 
around  and  t^ke  what  we  could  catch. 

However,  I  think  the  lodge  has  man- 
aged to  keep  nearly  all  its  membei-s. 
Of  course  some  had  to  be  carried,  but 
I  do  not  believe  any  have  been  carried 
that  will  not  make  good,  and  when 
we  do  get  straightened  out  we  will 
have  nearly  all  our  members  in  good 
standing  and  sailing  along  smooth  as 
ever. 

Well,  I  guess  I  have  taken  up  enough 
space,  so  I  will  head  into  clear  and 
give  someone  else  the  iron  awhile. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P. 

Journal  Agent. 


Notice. 

To  the  Members  of  Chicago  Lodge  Ko, 
199: 
After  July  10th,  1908,  the  treasurer 
of  Lodge  No.  199  will  not  be  in  power 
to    carry    any    members    unless    the 
brother  makes  request  to  the  treasurer 
in   writing,  or   at   a  meeting  of  the 
lodge.    So  be  governed  accordingly  in 
order  that  you  may  not  be  suspended 
for  not  having  your  dues  paid  before 
the   first   of  each   month.     Hereafter 
please  pay  your  dues  in  advance. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
J.  W.  Hemen, 
Sec,  No.  199. 
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Jacoma,  Wash. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  Instituting  a 
new    lodge    of    switchmen    at    Pasco, 
Wash.,  on  May  24th,  which  from   its 
personnel,  I  think,  will  become  one  of 
our  best  lodges   in   the  West.     They 
started  with  21  members,  five  of  whom 
were  new  menvbers,  and  IC  that  went 
in  on  transfer  cards;   among  the  latter 
were  some  of  the  best  S.  U.  men  in 
the  Northwesit,  particularly  Bros.  Ben- 
nett,  Steinhouser,   Dibble,  and   Olsen. 
These  brothers  have  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  success  of  No.  135  in 
this  territory,  and  Puget  Sound  lodge 
was  very  sorry  to  lose  them,  but  we 
know  that  it  was  for  the  best  interests 
of  our  organization,  and  we  wish  the 
brothers  all  success  in  their  new  ven- 
ture.   A  good  many  brothers  are  under 
the  Impression  that  Pasco  is  still  a  sort 
of  stopping  place  for  boomers,  and  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  place  a  charter 
there.     I  was  of  this  opinion  myself, 
but  I  soon  changed  my  mind  when  I 
went  over  and  Investigated  conditions 
there,  and  found  about  12  members  of 
our  organization,  who  had  been  there 
from  two  to  seven  years,  a  good  many 
owning  their  own  homes,  and  perman- 
ently located,  and  I  see  where  they 
are  wise,  as  Pasco  is  going  to  be  one 
of   the   great   railroad   towns   in   the 
Northwest — in  the  very  near  future, 
too.     "Keep  your  eye  on  Pasco,"  has 
been  a  standing  joke  in  this  country 
for   years.     But   with   big   irrigating 
canals  being  dug,  and  new  railroads 
building,  its  fondest  dreams  are  about 
to  be  realized,  and  the  laugh  will  be 
the  other  way.    So  it  will  be  with  the 
new  lodge;  it  will  grow   and    prosper 
with  the  town  and  become  one  of  the 
pillars  of  our  organization. 

I  went  from  Pasco  to  Kalama,  and 
lined  up  two  men  there,  thus  making 
it  a  solid  S.  U.  yard.  I  want  to  thank 
Bro.  Harris  of  that  place  for  the  assist- 
ance he  gave  me  while  there,  making 
my  stop  in  Kalama  very  pleasant. 

Business  is  very  slow  out  in  this 
country  at  present,  and  any  brothers 
who  are  looking  for  work  will  do  well 
to  stay  away  from  this  locality  for 
about  two  months  yet,  as  there  is  no 
work  at  all  around  here;  but  we  look 
for  things  to  be  booming  here  by  the 
middle  of  September.  The  members 
out  this  way  are  longing  for  a  chance 
to  say  "Hello"  to  one  of  our  interna- 


tional vice-presidents,  and  we  would 
like  to  see  one  of  them  out  this  way 
in  the  near  future.  A  great  many 
brothers  would  like  to  have  our  old 
friend,  Bro.  Heberling,  pay  us  a  visit 
if  he  gets  anywhere  near  the  coast 
this  summer.  The  clams  grow  just  as 
big  on  Puget  Sound,  Bro.  Heberling,  as 
they  did  when  you  were  out  this  way 
in  the  long  ago,  and  even  now,  as  I 
sit  penning  this  article,  I  can  hear 
them  roaring  like  the  wind  In  the 
forest.  They  seem  to  get  uneasy  to- 
ward nightfall,  and  at  certain  seasons 
they  are  extremely  "vicious,"  or 
luscious  I  should  say.  Bro.  Burnett, 
who  has  a  ranch  on  the  beach,  and 
who  is  considered  an  authority  on  such 
matters  as  clams,  crabs  and  oysters, 
says  that  the  smallest  ones  on  his 
place  are  as  large  as  hams,  and  he  has 
known  a  family  to  live  eight  or  ten 
days  on  one  clam. 

We  have  a  great  many  sportsmen 
among  the  members  of  No.  135.  and 
some  of  the  most  famous  fishermen  of 
the  Northwest  switch  cars  in  Tacoma 
yard.  Foremost  among  these  are 
Bros.  Harkins  and  Fogg;  they  hold 
the  championship  at  present,  their 
greatest  catch  in  one  day  being  1,003 
salmon  trout,  all  taken  with  a  hook 
and  line.  There  are  also  some  other 
celebrities  here,  deer  and  bear  hunters, 
but  space  and  time  forbid  my  writing 
any  more  for  this  issue,  but  I  will  try 
to  tell  about  them  next  time. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Walteb  S.  Joy. 


Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  write  a  few 
Itnes  for  the  little  pink  book.  By  the 
letters  last  month  in  the  little  book, 
times  are  not  getting  any  better 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  coast 
country  is  no  exception.  Things  look 
pretty  poor  here  for  the  most  import- 
ant thing,  demand  for  labor,  but  then 
we  can  hardly  look  for  anything  better 
before  the  first  of  next  year. 

Lodge  No.  135  is  still  alive,  although 
we  got  a  hard  knock,  as  16  of  our  mem- 
bers transferred  to  the  new  lodge  at 
Pasco,  and  we  did  not  like  to  lose  these 
members,  but  what  was  our  loss  was 
someone's  gain,  and  just  so  long  as 
they  stay  in  the  S.  U.  it  is  all  right. 

What  I  would  like  to  see  next  No- 
vember is  that  every  S.  U.  man  in  this 
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country  cast  his  vote  for  Eugene  V. 
Debs  for  President,  and  start  right  in 
now  to  talk  Debs  to  everyone  they 
come  in  contact  with.  Get  out  and 
hustle  for  the  best  man  union  labor 
has  ever  known  in  this  country,  a  man 
who  offered  his  all  for  the  cause  of 
labor,  and  who  if  elected  to  the  highest 
office  in  this  land*  would  use  them  all 
alike,  both  rich  and  poor,  for  the  labor- 
ing people  don't  ask  for  anything  but 
justice,  but  you  will  never  get  it  under 
the  power  now  in  control,  so  work  for 
Eugene  V.  Debs. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ike. 


SL  Louis,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

All  aboard  for  Normandy  Grove! 
Grand  reunion  and  picnic  under  the 
auspices  of  St.  Louis  Lodge  No.  37, 
Abraham  Lincoln  Lodge  No.  54  and 
Success  Lodge  No.  134,  Sunday,  Sep- 
tember 13th,  1908.  This  is  the  first 
affair  of  this  kind  that  the  switchmen 
of  St.  Louis  have  attempted  for  many 
years  and  the  committee  have  ar- 
ranged an  elaborate  program  for  the 
occasion,  and  we  extend  a.  hearty  wel- 
come to  all  railroad  men,  their  fam- 
ilies and  friends,  and  the  public  in 
general.  Take  Suburban  Garden  cars 
to  the  Garden,  transfer  to  Kirkwood 
or  Ferguson  cars  to  Normandy  Grove; 
forty-eight  minutes  from  Broadway. 
Tickets,  25c  a  person.  Come  one, 
come  all,  and  spend  an  enjoyable  day 
and  evening.  Dancing  free  from  2  p. 
m.  until  11.30  p.  m.  Now  this  is  about 
all  I  have  to  say  about  the  picnic,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  switchmen 
that  can  get  off  will  attend  this  picnic 
and  help  make  it  a  success. 

Bro.  Wm.  H.  Burt,  Fourth  Vice- 
President,  was  with  us  at  our  meeting 
on  June  7th  and  bid  us  all  good-bye, 
as  he  was  leaving  for  the  West  to  re- 
sume his  duties  as  Fourth  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  this  Union.  Bro.  Burt  is  a 
hard  worker  and  has  met  with  great 
success  since  his  election. 

I  visited  Abraham  Lincoln  Lodge 
No.  54  on  Tuesday  night,  June  9th,  and 
found  the  tnembers  of  that  lodge  well 
represented.  At  the  meeting  Bro.  Burt 
wielded  the  gavel  and  the  business  of 
the  meeting  was  gone  through  like 
clock  work.  I  also  visited  Success 
Lodge  No.  134  on  Wednesday  night, 
June  10th,  in  company  with  Bros.  Bart- 


ley,  Crowell  and  Ruesing,  and  am  very 
sorry  to  say  they  only  had  a  quorum, 
and  I  understand  that  the  members  of 
this  lodge  are  very  poor  attendants  at 
meetings.  Now,  brothers,  why  do  you 
not  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Switch- 
men's Union?  I  personally  know  of  a 
few  who  are  very  prompt  in  attending 
the  meeting  of  the  fraternal  order  they 
belong  to,  but  never  think  of  coming 
to  the  meeting  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union.  Now  I  would  like  to  have 
some  of  these  brothers  explain.  I 
used  to  think  it  was  only  neglect  or 
because  they  were  tired  after  a  hard 
day's  work,  but  I  have  come  to  think 
now  that  there  is  something  radically 
wrong.  Now  if  any  brother  can  an- 
swer this  question  why  so  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Switchmen's  Union 
shun  the  meetings,  I  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  them,  either  through  the 
columns  of  the  Joubnal  or  otherwise. 
I  am  not  referring  to  any  particular 
lodge  or  piember,  but  at  all  whom  the 
shoe  fits. 

Hoping  this  will  have  the  desired 
effect  and  with  good  wishes  for  the 
welfare  of  the  S.  U.  and  L.  A.,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
Grant  Hammond,  No.  37. 


Joliet,  III. 

ElDiTOB  SwrrcHMEN's  Joubnal: 

If  silence  is  a  virtue,  we  have  in 
No.  3  our  full  quota,  especially 
through  our  success  in  having  noth- 
ing to  appear  in  our  Joubnal  from 
month  to  month.  Possibly  the  silence 
would  not  have  been  broken  the  last 
time  but  for  the  sad  ending  of  our 
greatly  beloved  brother,  whose  mem- 
ory will  always  be  fresh  to  those  who 
knew  him.  I  speak  of  our  departed 
brother  Matt  Fay,  and  while  I  men- 
tion this  I  wish  to  apologize  to  No. 
3  and  Mrs.  Matt  Fay  In  my  failure 
to  carry  out  Mrs.  Fay's  wishes,  to 
thank  our  worthy  Editor,  the  mem- 
bers of  No.  3  and  all  those  who  so 
kindly  helped  in  her  time  of  great 
sorrow.  I  had  written  this  to  the 
JointNAL  but  must  have  failed  to  mall 
it.  It  is  unfortunate  that  at  times 
brothers  become  careless  in  their 
duties.  We  had  an  ex-brother  lose 
both  an  arm  and  leg  while  trying  to 
get  on  footboard  in  the  dark.  This 
brother  was  not  working,  but  was  re- 
turning home  after  showing  up.  He 
missed  the  step,  fell  under  the  engine 
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and  was  found  by  a  brother  lying  in 
the  middle  of  the  track.  Is  this  a 
warning?  If  so,  I  hope  every  one  who 
reads  this  will  receive  his  warning 
in  time. 

We  hear  several  brothers  are  laid 
up  from  injuries,  otherwise  we  are 
in  the  same  good  old  flourishing  con- 
dition. Conditions  have  improved 
here  until  we  about  forget  that  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  business  depres- 
sion, except  through  reminders  from 
traveling  brothers.  All  roads  here 
are  about  the  same  as  in  prosperous 
times,  except  the  mill,  and  we  are 
only  working  about  three  engines 
short,  and  all  the  old  men  are  back 
to  work.  It  would  seem  that  at  this 
time  the  key-note  has  been  struck, 
and  that  not  only  a  great  many  whom 
I  have  been  talking  to,  but  I  see  that 
many  brothers  mentioned  in  our  last 
month's  Joubnal,  their  dlBsatisfaction 
in  the  two  old  parties,  and  are  begin- 
ning to  figure  it  out  that  labor  must 
vote  for  the  friends  of  labor.  The 
time  has  passed  when  we  must  be  dic- 
tated to  by  such  grand  old  men  as 
"Uncle  Joe,"  who  has  nothing  on  "In- 
junction Bill."  "Uncle  Joe"  has  his 
share  of  the  world's  goods,  and  never 
in  years  produced  a  dollar's  worth  of 
wealth.  How  did  he  get  it?  I  might 
possibly  be  mistaken,  but  the  great 
steam  roller  used  in  Chicago  at  Re- 
publican convention  will  be  surely 
taken  care  of  to  crush  out  labor  in 
its  stand  for  constitutional  rights. 
T  admit  we  must  for  the  present  be 
governed  by  this  same  capital,  but 
the  monopoly  of  capital  has  reached 
its  height  and  there  will  be  a  time 
when  it  will  be  distributed  to  the 
workers  and,  not  the  snob-heiress 
seeking  a  foreigner,  who  has  dis- 
graced the  name  of  what  was  once 
called  free  America.  We  do  not  in- 
tend to  take  a  step  backward,  but 
forward,  and  must,  from  a  commoh 
necessity,  quit  fighting  among  our- 
selves, become  solidly  united  on  both 
labor  and  political  field.  Many  of  us 
think  our  vote  is  wasted  if  our  man 
is  not  elected.  Just  forget  your  fears 
and  there  will  be  nothing  to  be  afraid  . 
of.  In  conclusion,  I  will  say,  use  your 
capital  at  next  election,  for  it  Is  the 
greatest  of  all  if  used  wisely.  Be 
careful  how  you  vote. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  R.  U. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  have  been  reading  a  number  of 
pieces  in  the  Journal  the  past  few 
months  and  candidly  believe  the  writ- 
ers of  a  great  many  of  them  are  get- 
ting wise  to  the  way  this  Government 
is  being  run  and  whose  hand  rules! 
which  is  the  corporation's  in  all 
cases. 

They  talk  about  Teddy  the  Trust 
Buster.  I  am  unable  to  cite  to  you 
one  trust  that  has  been  busted,  but 
to  the  contrary  they  all  have  In- 
creased their  capital,  and  their  divi- 
dends are  greater  every  year.  The 
small  dealer  is  the  one  that  is  going 
busted,  ahd  .the  working  man  along 
with  him.  The  railroads  plead  hard 
times  and  must  reduce  expenses.  They 
are  making  enough  money  to  pay 
dividends  if  it  is  such  hard  times, 
but  where  are  the  laboring  men's  divi- 
dends? They  go  to  pay  the  stock- 
holder's, and  if  there  is  not  enough 
to  do  that  the  laboring  men  are  handed 
a  great  big  juicy  lemon  in  the  form 
of  an  increase  of  the  price  of  neces- 
sary living  commodities.  What  was 
the  finding  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission's  investigation  of 
the  proposed  reduction  in  pay  of  rail- 
road employes  and  the  increased  rate? 
They  find  it  best  not  to  publish  it 
through  the  public  press  because  the 
corporations  are  doing  very  nicely 
without  either  a  reduction  in  pay  or 
increased  rate.  I  have  seen  and  heard 
90  much  of  this  political  question  at 
different  presidential  elections,  and 
have  known  of  corporations  compel- 
ling their  men  to  vote  the  Republican 
ticket,  that  the  speck  of  brains  that 
I  have  left,  after  working  for  corpora- 
tions for  a  number  of  years,  tells  me 
there  is  nothing  in  the  old  saying, 
what's  good  for  the  goose  is  good  for 
the  gander. 

Judging  from  the  past,  its  a  cinch, 
the  corporations  are  not  trying  to  elect 
anyone  who  will  enact  and  enforce  laws 
to  benefit  the  laboring  man.  There- 
fore, brothers,  get  together  at  tho 
ballot  box  and  vote  her  straight  for 
Eugene  V.  Debs  and  Ben.  Hauford, 
and  if  we  get  every  union  man  in  the 
United  States  to  vote  for  our  own 
representatives  it  will  only  be  a  short 
time  until  we  will  have  enough  to 
elect  some  of  our  own  to  office,  who 
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will  make  laws  for  us.  I  used  to  think 
it  no  use  voting  labor  or  Socialist 
ticket,  there  won't  be  enough  votes  to 
count,  but  if  everybody  can't  see  any 
farther  than  I  used  to,  there  never  will 
be  enough  to  count,  so  get  that  idea 
out  of  your  head  and  everybody  turn 
out  and  vole.  Don't  stay  at  home  or 
lose  interest  in  your  vote,  as  they 
may  cut  that  privilege  out  before  an- 
other presidential  election  comes 
around. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

"SuBE  Shot." 


Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  suppose  I  will  have  to  write  a 
letter  this  month  or  be  placed  on  the 
bargain  list.  No.  80  is  holding  their 
own  In  membership  very  nicely  con- 
sidering the  way  times  are,  even  some 
of  the  extra  men  are  keeping  their 
dues  well  paid  up  and  making  small 
wages.  Business  here  is  pretty  bad 
yet,  and  no  sign  of  its  getting  any 
better.  Would  advise  any  brother 
that  is  looking  for  an  office  not  to 
drift  this  way  for  a  while  yet.  Per- 
haps when  the  fruit  season  opens  up 
it  will  pick  up  some  here. 

Well  brothers  you  will  please  excuse 
this  short  letter  as  the  young  Switch- 
man that  has  come  to  stay  with  me 
is  taking  up  some  of  my  time. 

With  best  wishes  to  the   S.   U.   of 
N.  A.,  I  am  yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
Uncle  Rastus. 


MEMBERS  OF  HARMONY 

LODGE  NO.  117 


Refuse  to  take  Part  in  the 
Political  Action  of  the  Chicago 
Federation  of  Labor. 


Chicago,  June  15,  1908. 
Political  Action  Committee  Chicago 
Federation  of  Labor: 
Gentlemen — We  are  in  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  June  3d  regard- 
ing the  listing  of  names  and  addresses 
of  all  members  of  this  organization  for 
the  use  of  political  action  committee 
of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  in  reply  we,  a  like  committee  ap- 
pointed by  this  body,  are  instructed  to 


say  that  Harmony  Lodge,  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America,  in  open  ses- 
sion, while  keenly  realizing  that  polit- 
ical action  is  the  only  power  left  us, 
unanimously  agreed  that  no  candidate, 
however  friendly  to  organized  labor 
and  the  betterment  of  the  workers,  can 
do  us  any  good  on  a  ticket  that  is  in 
favor  of  placing  the  machines  we  are 
dependent  upon  for  a  living  into  the 
hands  of  oppressors. 

We  have  been  educated  past  the 
stage  where  we  consider  it  progressive 
to  go  one  day  in  the  year  and  vote 
everything  into  the  hands  of  the  capi- 
talists and  then  join  a  labor  organi- 
zation to  fight  them  the  other  364  days 
for  enough  of  it  back  to  exist  upon. 

We  have  today  345,000  railway  em- 
ployes out  of  work,  tramping  the  coun- 
try over  in  search  of  a  corporation 
that  will  give  permission  for  them  to 
make  a  living  for  themselves  and  those 
dependent  upon  them,  and  no  labor 
candidate  elected  on  a  ticket  standing 
for  a  system  under  which  such  con- 
ditions can  exist,  can  insure  our  un- 
fortunate brothers  against  a  repeti- 
tion of  this  same  terrible  state  of 
things. 

While  we  feel  that  the  Chicago 
Federation  of  Labor  is,  from  its  point 
of  view,  sincerely  working  in  the  in- 
terest of  labor,  we  cannot  indorse  this 
political  progress.  Our  conviction  is 
that  no  union  man  fully  awakened  to 
his  interests  will  go  to  the  polls  this 
fall  with  union-made  clothes  on  his 
back,  a  union  button  on  his  vest — and 
a  scab  ballot  in  his  hand. 

Political  Action  Committee, 
Harmony  Lodge  No.  Ill,  8.  V.  of  N.  A. 
Care  W.  C.  Van  Vlack,  Secretary, 
20  N.  Oakley  Avenue. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editob   Switchmen's  Journal: 

If  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask,  please 
publish  these  few  lines  to  let  the  boys 
know  what  No.  79  is  doing. 

We  are  getting  along  nicely,  taking 
in  a  few  members  every  night,  and 
no  complaint  to  make,  only  we  would 
like  to  have  a  larger  attendance.  We 
have  had  some  very  interesting  talks 
lately  on  the  labor  question,  which  I 
wish  all  members  would  hear.  I  think 
it  would  change  their  views  a  great 
deal.  Come  out.  boys,  once  in  a  while, 
and  see  us.  We  have  a  premium  of 
one  month's  dues  to  the  member  at- 
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tending  the  most .  meeti^gB  in  four 
months.  The  same  to  those  bringing 
in  the  nM)st  members  in  that  time. 

You  ought  to  have  been  at  our  Ptag 
smoker  and  raffle  May  2©th.  We  had 
a  fine  time.  In  the  first  place  we  had 
a  piano  Eolo  and  song  by  Master  EJarl 
Diclcens;  talk  by  T.  C.  Buchanan  of 
the  Structural  Iron  Workers;  Jig  and 
reel  by  Bro.  Donahue  of  No.  19;  song 
and  dance  by  Wynn  and  White;  talk 
on  the  working  conditions,  by  Attor- 
ney LeBoskey;  song  and  dance  by  the 
world-renowned  Boyle  brothers;  a 
four-round  boxing  contest  by  Dusty 
Miller  and  Deacon  McMann;  a  talk  on 
the  good  and  welfare  of  the  labor 
unions,  by  J.  J.  Flynn  of  the  Freight 
Handlers.  Last  but  not  least,  a  lour- 
round  boxing  contest  by  Kid  Blaney 
and  Duckey  Hughes. 

I  want,  on  behalf  of  Jackson  Park 
Lodge  No.  79,  to  extend  to  the  above 
a  vota  of  thanks  for  the  service  ren- 
dered. Next  on  the  program  was  the 
awarding  of  prizes.  Here  are  the 
names  of  the  winners:  Silver  tea  set, 
P.  J.  FInnegan,  Garey,  Ind.,  Morris 
chair,  J.  P.  Lyons,  71C5  Woodlawn 
avenue;  gas  lamp,  James  Weir,  2176 
W.  Sixteenth  street;  hat,  John  Bu- 
chanan, 584  E.  Sixtieth  street;  um- 
brella, D.  EJmmett  5C1  Green\ 
nue.  Blue  Island ;  six  and  a  half  dozen 
handkerchiefs,  E.  E.  Pierce,  2467  La 
Salle  street. 

Every  one  seemed  satisfied,  and 
great  credit  is  due  our  worthy  treas- 
urer, E.  G.  Wilson,  for  the  way  iu 
which  he  handled  the  afff-  :•  .  ^ 
one  of  the  most  successful  efforts  we 
ever  undertook,  both  socially  and 
financially.  So,  brothers,  come  to  the 
meetings  and  do  not  let  a  few  of  us 
do  all  the  work.  Remember  the  old 
saying,  "Go  to  the  ant,  thou  sluggard; 
consider  her  way  and  be  wise";  and 
go  to  the  lodge,  you  dilatory  ones, 
consider  the  way  we  do  business,  and 
go  and  do  likewl?e.  I  guess  TU  back 
in  for  a  tank  of  water. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  H.  Landers. 


the  field  and  doing  a  little  business 
now  and  then. 

We  are  going  to  give  a  picnic  on 
the  3d  of  August,  and  we  want  to  see 
all  of  the  boys  come  who  can. 

Things  are  kind  of  dull  here,  but 
we  are  living  in  hopes  that  they  will 
pick  up  in  the  near  future. 

I  think  I  will  cut  off  as  it  is  time 
to  turn  in. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

C.  K.  POGUE. 


Chicago,  III. 

Editob   Switchmen's  Joubnai.: 

As  it  has  been  quite  a  while  since 
you  have  heard  from  No.  117,  I 
thought  I  would  drop  you  a  few  lines 
to  let  you  know  that  we  are  still  in 


New  MartinsvUle,  W.  Va. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  was  an  old  S.  M.  A.  A.  man  in  the 
80's  and  there  are  some  of  the  old 
boys  I  would  like  to  hear  from  if 
they  are  still  alive,  namely,  old  Bill 
Eubanks  of  Pueblo,  Colo.,  (or  was 
there  fifteen  years  ago)  old  poker-chip 
Jack  Owens,  Jim  McKinney  of  Lorain, 
O.,  Monkey  Owens  of  Youngstown,  O., 
and  Buckey  Bradford  of  Mahoning- 
town,  Pa. 

I  read  in  the  pink  book  that  Lodge 
No.  26,  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  some  of  the 
others  are  going  to  hold  a  joint  picnic 
July  11th.  Guess  I  will  try  and  get 
some  new  wheels  put  on  a  draw  bar 
so  I  can  ride  a  cut  at  the  doings.  I 
am  farming  here.  I  have  a  good  crop 
of  spuds,  beans,  cabbage,  tomatoes  and 
corn.  I  can  feed  any  brother  coming 
this  way,  but  I  can't  tote  him.  I 
have  been  locked  in  on  a  spur  here 
and  the  frog  taken  out.  I  married 
here  and  I  love  the  ground  she  has. 
I  still  have  a  good  white  light  yet  I 
am  so  far  from  my  lodge  I  can't  go 
to  the  meetings,  but  my  heart  is  there 
Just  the  same.  Some  of  the  boys  had 
two  cars  crosswise  the  other  night  in 
front  of  my  palace  about  2  a.  m.  I  had 
them  over  to  supper.  Well,  I  fed  ten 
men  in  no  time  with  ham  and  eggs, 
cornbread  and  buttermilk.  They 
wanted  to  pay,  but  I  told  them  I  was 
an  old  rail.  They  wanted  to  know 
what  lodge  I  belonged  to,  and  when 
they  saw  my  June  button  one  of  them 
said:  "H— ,  he  is  a  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
man!"  They  were  all  B.  of  R.  T.  men, 
and  say  you  should  have  seen  that 
bunch.  Then  I  told  them  that  we  as 
railroad  men  should  be  closer  to- 
gether than  we  have  been.  One  old 
eagle  eye  said  if  I  was  a  sample  of  the 
S.  U.  for  kindness,  I  was  O.  K.  I 
have  a  good  many   friends  that  are 
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members  of  the  B.  of  R.  T..  but  the 
big  S.  U.  is  good  enough  for  me. 

I  see  "Hee-Haw"  of  Toledo,  0..  is 
still  busy.  Let's  all  get  busy.  I  have 
not  cut  a  car  off  since  last  December. 
I  sprained  my  ankle  in  Ludlow»  Ky., 
and  have  not  railroaded  since.  But  1 
can  plow  and  hoe  potatoes  without  a 
flag  either  way. 

Well,  it  is  time  to  pick  up  a  highball 

now,  so  I  will  close  for  this  time.     I 

would  like  to  hear  from  the  brothers 

I  mentioned  above.    I  remain,  as  ever. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

G.  Byron  Clyde,  (Texas). 

New  Martinsville,  W.  Va. 


New  York. 

Editor   Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  it  has  been  some  time  since  I 
have  seen  anything  from  the  members 
of  Lodge  56,  I  thought  I  would  drop 
a  few  lines  to  the  Journal. 

Death  has  again  visited  our  ranks. 
On  June  16,  Peter  Cassidy  was  laid 
at  rest  in  St.  Raymond's  cemetery  at 
Westchester.  Bro.  Cassidy  had  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  New  Haven  for 
20  years,  and  was  a  member  of  No. 
J>6  since  the  charter  was  first  opened. 
Lodge  56  has  lost  one  of  its  best  mem- 
bers. Bro.  Cassidy's  funeral  was 
largely  attended. 

We  held  two  open  meetings,  and  I 
must  say  they  were  a  success.  Bros. 
Hawley,  Harshbarger  and  Herman 
Robinson,  organizer  of  the  A.  F.  L., 
were  the  speakers,  and  what  they  did 
not  tell  the  men  switching  cars  was 
not  worth  telling.  The  men  at  H.  R. 
have  awakened  at  last,  and  are  com- 
ing into  the  organization  to  which 
they  belong.  When  you  see  members 
dropping  an  order  with  101,000  mem- 
bership, well,  you  may  believe  there 
is  something  doing  in  our  line;  and 
as  I  said  before,  we  will  have  this 
terminal  and  the  time  is  not  far  off 
when  we  will  control  the  system. 

Keep  the  good  work  up,  boys.  The 
baldys  are  all  in:  that  has  been  prov- 
en at  H.  R.  They  are  just  a  road- 
men's organization,  that  is  all,  and 
that  is  all  they  can  legislate  for  at 
present 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

Shlxts. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Our  last  meeting  night  was  one  of 
those  jolly  nights,  for  we  had  a  good 
attendance  and  we  had  something  to 
entertain  them  with.  It  was  a  jolly 
smoker,  and  all  turned  out.  But,  boys, 
why  do  you  not  turn  out  when  there  is 
no  smoker?  Is  not  my  business  at  the 
lodge  your  business?  You  should  come 
and  attend  to  the  lodge  business  your- 
self. Do  not  depend  on  someone  else 
to  do  it  for  you.  It  may  be  that  the 
lodge  is  not  doing  things  to  suit  you. 
Then  why  don't  you  come  yourself,  in 
place  of  making  all  the  noise?  You 
come  around  the  day  after  the  meeting 
and  ask  what  was  doing  last  night,  and 
when  you  are  told  you  commence  to 
howl  about  this  brother  and  that  offi- 
cer, that  they  do  not  know  their  busi- 
nesB.  It  is  your  place  to  come  and 
correct  anyone  who  does  not  do  right; 
then,  my  brother,  you  will  not  have  a 
howl  coming,  and  the  lodge  will  also 
have  your  presence.  So,  brothers,  do 
not  wait  for  an  invitation  or  a  smoker, 
but  come  to  lodge  as  members,  and 
take  part  in  the  work  before  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A. 

I  will  also  state  to  brother  travelers 
that  work  out  our  way  is  very  scarce, 
and  the  extra  men  are  working  where- 
ever  they  can  get  a  job..  There  is  no 
prospect  for  business  to  pick  up  soon, 
so  I  would  advise  brothers  who  have  a 
job  to  stick  to  it  until  things  change 
for  the  better. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  our  Interna- 
tional President  has  recovered  his 
health,  and  hope  he  will  soon  come  out 
to  Los  Angeles,  where  the  sunshine 
will  do  him  good,  and  where  he  can 
grow  healthy  and  strong.  I  wish  the 
S.  XT.  of  N.  A.  success. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 


Trades  Unionism  Widening  Out, 
and  Farmers'  Relation  to  it. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Heretofore  trades  unionism  in  the 
United  States  has  been  njBgative,  that 
is  to  say,  its  armies  have  simply  stood 
on  the  defensive  and  resisted  encroach- 
ment. Something  along  constructive 
lines  has  been  done,  such  as  the  en- 
actment of  laws  providing  for  the  pro- 
tection of  dangerous  machinery,  etc.; 
but  that  line  of  effort  is  feeble  com- 
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pared  to  the  defensive.  It  has  been  a 
hard  struggle,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
ended;  but  the  beginning  of  the  end  is 
In  sight.  Our  little  snowball  of  de- 
fensive effort  has  been  rolled  up  the 
side  of  the  mountain  by  the  intelligent 
efforts  and  the  genius  of  the  officials 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  until  it  is  nearly  at 
the  top.  The  question  of  the  rights  of 
workers,  as  represented  by  the  unions, 
is  about  to  be  tossed  into  the  political 
arena.  That  means  a  full  and  general 
discussion  of  these  matters,  and  then 
our  snowball  will  roll  down  the  other 
side  of  the  mountain  accumulating 
bulk  and  momentum  as  it  rolls.  For, 
whenever  a  just  case  gets  a  full  and 
fair  hearing  before  the  people,  it  al- 
ways wins,  and  no  cause  ever  had 
more  of  justice  in  it  than  the  cause  of 
unionism.  But  this  does  not  mean 
that  the  usefulness  of  trades  unionism 
is  on  the  decline.  On  the  contrary,  it 
simply  means  that  its  scope  is  being 
enlarged.  It  is  entering  upon  a  wider 
field  of  usefulness,  and  it  is  coming  to 
that  wider  field  of  usefulness  natur- 
ally. 

Trades  unionism  is  becoming  more 
constructive;  it  is  entering  this  wider 
field  of  activity,  not  because  we  are 
living  up  to  anybody's  theory  that  this 
should  be  so,  but  because  we  are 
pushed  into  it.  Things  in  this  world 
don't  go  by  theory.  Theories  are  fine 
to  help  us  understand  things,  after 
these  have  come  to  pass,  and  been  in 
existence  for  a  long  time.  Then  theory 
hobbles  along  after  them  and  explains 
them.  How  are  you  forced  into  a 
wider  field?  Because  your  hands 
have  been  more  or  less  tied  so  that  you 
cannot  effectually  use  the  old  methods 
— the  strike  and  the  boycott.  The  last 
knot  was  tied  in  the  Hatters'  case  by 
our  Supreme  Court,  by  a  strained  con- 
struction of  the  law.  This  has  forced 
you  against  your  will  into  politics. 
But  to  correct  anything  through  that 
avenue  is  a  long-winded  affair — and 
you  have  Just  started  on  the  job;  so 
that  things  look  black.  But  now,  in 
this  blackest  hour  of  the  night,  just 
before  the  dawn,  while  outraged  jus- 
tice groans  her  lamentations,  and  hope 
itself  is  heartsore  and  weeping,  a  hand 
is  extended  to  you  through  the  dark- 
ness, a  voice  speaks  to  you — brother, 
in  toil.  I  will  help  you.  The  unex- 
pected offer  fairly  startles  us.  What! 
the  farmer!  He  whom  you  have 
thought  your  enemy!    Yes,  the  farmer 


comes  to  your  rescue.  He  has  outlived 
his  old  grange  idea— which  was  sim- 
ply an  organized  effort  of  the  farmer 
to  huy  cheaply,  no  matter  how  that 
affected  the  other  fellow  who  had  to 
produce  the  cheap  stuff. 

The  same  rough  hand  of  necessity, 
which  forced  you  into  the  union, 
and  which  forces  unionism  into  wider 
fields,  has  forced  the  farmer  away 
from  his  old  Grange  proposition  and 
has  pushed  him  into  a  larger  and 
wider  organization — the  American  So- 
ciety of  Equity,  the  piesent  Farmers' 
Union.  There  they  stand  confronting 
each  other — the  organized  city  work- 
man; the  organized  farmer.  Just 
commencing  to  know  and  understand 
each  other;  fraternizing,  offering  as- 
sistence  to  each  other. 

"There  are  tides  in  the  affairs  of 
men  which,  taken  at  the  flood,  lead  on 
to  victory,"  says  Shakespeare.  The 
coming  together  of  the  organized 
farmer  and  the  organized  city  worker 
is  such  a  tide.  Ife  we  are  wise  we  will 
take  it  at  the  flood  which  is  just  com- 
ing. How  does  the  farmer  propose  to 
help  us?  He  proposes  direct  co-opera- 
tion with  you.  He  says  to  you  of  the 
cities:  see  to  it  that  you  take  the 
product  of  the  union  farmers  and  the 
farmers  will  see  to  it  that  they  get 
only  union  label  goods  from  the  cities, 
and  when  they  have  occasion  to  build 
a  house,  they  will  also  see  to  it  that 
only  union  carpenters,  plumbers,  etc., 
are  employed  on  the  job.  Their  plan  is 
to  establish  everywhere  Equity  Ex- 
changes, through  which  this  is  to  be 
done.  This  is  the  wider  field  on  which 
trades  unionism  is  entering;  by  which 
it  will  get  into  line  with  the  proces- 
sion of  progress,  which  in  other  coun- 
tries is  far  ahead  of  us. 

Remember,  the  one  great  problem 
before  the  whole  civilized  world  today, 
is  the  question  of  how  to  get  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  wealth 
which  is  created.  And  the  answer  to 
that  question  works  itself  out  in  dif- 
ferent ways  in  different  countries.  In 
England  it  took  the  form  of  the  Roch- 
dale plan  and  developed  onward  from 
that;  in  Germany,  it  started  in  the 
savings  bank  plan,  and  developed  into 
the  consuming  station  plan;  in  Aus- 
tralia, it  has  taken  the  form  of  State 
supervision  of  the  contracts  between 
employers  and  employes.  In  this  coun- 
try it  is  just  commencing  to  sprout  in 
the  equity  exchange  plan.    Considered 
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as  an  organizing  force  alone — as  a  big 
stick — as  an  aid  to  unionism,  it  is  in- 
valuable. The  first  branch  of  the 
Equity  Exchange  was  formally  com- 
missioned in  Chi(;ago  under  an  inter- 
national charter  on  May  14th,  1908. 
It  will  take  the  products  of  the  union 
farmers  and  distribute  them  to  the 
city  workers.  Upon  what  particular 
plan  this  distributing  is  to  be  done 
later  on  is  a  matter  for  future  devel- 
opment, and  to  be  determined  in  detail 
by  the  union  men  themselves  as  the 
stockholders  of  the  Equity  Exchange 
of  Chicago.  The  important  thing  now 
is  to  finance  the  Equity  Exchange  of 
Chicago,  so  that  you  can  now  take 
through  it  the  farmer's  goods  off  his 
hands,  even  if  for  the  present,  until 
you  get  your  own  plan  of  distribution 
worked  out,  you  must  distribute  them 
through  the  ordinary  channels — the 
grocery  store  as  now  run.  What  will 
be  the  gain  in  that?  Two  things  of 
the  greatest  importance:  First,  you 
are  building  up  a  demand  for  the 
product  of  union  labor  among  a  great 
class  of  people — the  farmers,  who  here- 
tofore spurned  you  and  your  union 
labor,  thus  wielding  the  "biggest  stick" 
there  is  for  organization.  Second,  you 
are  getting  a  firm  grip  on  the  mach- 
inery of  distribution,  a  thing  that  you 
ought  to  grab  at,  if  you  are  wise,  and 
clutch  with  a  death  grip.  For  it  is  as 
clear  as  the  noonday  sun  that  if  you 
are  ever  to  get  a  more  equitable  dls 
tribution  of  wealth  you,  and  not  the 
other  fellow,  must  control  and  com- 
mand the  machinery  of  distribution. 
To  get  your  hands  upon  it  is  up  to  you 
now,  by  co-operation  with  the  farmer. 
Remember  there  are  two  parties  to 
'  this  proposition  as  it  stands  now — the 
city  unionists  in  one  hand;  the  Farm- 
ers Union  in  the  other.  We  cannot 
now  wait  to  develop  the  details  of  our 
plans  of  distribution  in  the  cities,  be- 
cause the  other  party,  the  farmer,  is 
ready  to  go  ahead  now.  He  has  his 
supply  stations  and  his  Equity  Ex- 
change Warehouse  built,  and  he  is  say- 
ing to  us  of  the  city:  here  is  our  stuff, 
take  it  now  and  work  out  the  details 
of  your  plans  for  distributing  it  in 
the  city  as  experience  dictates.  And 
that  is  the  condition  confronting  us; 
the  condition  which  we  must  meet  and 
satisfy.  Yours  fraternally, 

Henry  Knaus, 
Secretary,  the  Equity  Exchange  of  Chi- 
cago, 


What  to  Do. 

What  will  the  switchmen  have  to  do 
To  get  some  legislation  through 
To  put  three  men  on  every  crew 
And  other   things   which   they   want, 
too. 

Vote  for  Socialism. 

How  can  they  get  a  raise  in  pay — 
Throw  their  old  dinner  cans  away 
And  go  home  to  their  meals  and  stay — 
And  only  work  four  hours  a  day — 
Vote  for  Socialism. 

How  will  the  working  class. succeed 
And  get  their  party  in  the  lead — 
Get  many  things  they  really  need 
And  overcome  the  power  of  greed — 
Vote  for  Socialism. 

Don't  mind  when  politicians  say 
That  you  will  throw  your  vote  away. 
We  are  in  politics  to  stay 
And  will,  on  next  election  day. 
Vote  for  Socialism. 

The  Agitatob. 
Toledo,  O.,  June,  1908. 


Working  Hours  Reduced. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Bramwood  of 
the  International  Typographical  Union 
in  a  recent  report  has  the  following  to 
say  concerning  reduction  in  the  hours 
of  labor: 

An  average  weekly  decrease  of  about 
five  and  one-half  hours  is  the  mean- 
ing of  these  figures.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  in  the  number  of  reductions  in 
hours  and  the  aggregate  thereof  the 
hand  compositors  fared  better  than  the 
machine  operators.  This  difference 
serves  only  to  emphasize  the  success 
of  the  eight-hour  movement  and  shows 
what  the  membership  gained  thereby. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  re- 
duction in  the  hours  of  book  and  Job 
men  alone  affected  at  least  20,000  of 
our  members  and  the  numerous  reduc- 
tions in  newspaper  scales  are  observed, 
the  immensity  of  what  has  been  gained 
in  the  way  of  shorter  hours  is  appar- 
ent Using  the  total  membership  of 
these  unions  as  a  basis  and  estimating 
the  total  number  affected,  the  reduc- 
tions in  hours  for  all  affected  mem- 
bers aggregate  7,150,000  hours  per  year 
— 286  hours,  or  35%  days  of  eight 
hours,  per  man. 
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St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editob   Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Well,  the  st^-fit-homes  who  failed 
to  attend  our  meeting  of  May  22d  cer- 
tainly missed  a  good  time,  for  the  en- 
tertainment committee  had  arranged 
for  a  progressiye  peanut  party,  and 
what  a  circus  we  all  did  haye!  Sister 
Maloney's  daughter  and  myself  car- 
ried home  the  prizes. 

Of  course  there  is  no  use  in  telling 
a  long  story  ahout  the  L.  A.  ball, 
which  was  given  last  month,  for  any 
one  who  has  ever  attended  an  affair 
given  by  the  S.  U.  men  or  the  L.  A.. 
knows  that  everyone  has  a  good  time. 
We  had  a  good  crowd  although  It 
stormed  terribly  from  about  7.30  until 
morning. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  so  few  applica- 
tions being  brought  in  here  of  late, 
and  we  hope  each  member  will  put 
her  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  bring 
in  at  least  one  card.  We  are  getting 
a  little  behind,  for  at  one  time  we  had 
the  largest  membership  of  any  of  the 
lodges,  but  we  believe  K.  0.  is  now 
ahead  of  us,  so  let  us  make  up  for  lost 
time.  We  can  if  each  member  will 
help  Just  a  little.  I  think  what  is  lack- 
ing is  that  the  old  members  do  not 
take  enough  Interest  in  the  meetings. 
If  we  had  more  of  the  members  who 
more  clearly  understand  the  workings 
of  the  order,  then  we  could  hope  lor  a 
greater  success  in  the  increase  of 
membership,  and  It  would  not  leave 
the  burden  and  responsibility  of  the 
lodge  to  a  few  who  are  willing  work- 
ers. What  we  want  is  better  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings.  We  always  have 
a  good  time,  so,  sisters,  wake  up,  come 
down  next  meeting.  We  still  meet  at 
Brennan  Hall,  second  and  fourth  Fri- 
days.    Success  to  all. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Ohebbt. 


Oakland,  Gil. 

It  is  with  much  pride  that  I  write  of 
our  lodge  out  here.  Sister  Storer, 
Third  Vice-Mistress,  is  a  member  of  our 
lodge  and  we  feel  Justly  proud  of  her 
too.  We  are  not  yet  on  the  honor  roll 
for  large  membership,  but  we  are  hold- 
ing our  town  out  here  and  are  building 
up  our  lodge  nicely,  and  have  several 
prospective  candidates.  We  are  the 
extreme  west  end  of  the  Auxiliary.  But 
we  do  not  intend  to  let  the  East  and 
Middle  States  outdo  us,  and  we  will  be 
at  the  conventicm  with  a  large  bouquet 
of  poppies  next  year. 

We  wish  to  announce  that  a  daughter 
was  bom  to  Bro.  and  Sister  Tracy  on 
May  24th.  We  expect  the  new  daugh- 
ter to  be  present  at  next  meeting,  as 
mother  and  daughter  are  doing  well. 
Harry  is  all  smiles  and  is  there  with 
his  customary  handshake. 

Business  has  been  very  dull  here, 
but  is  picking  up  a  little  now. 

Bro.  Ayres  has  been  sick,  but  is  up 
and  around  again.  Bro.  Keefe  has  also 
been  on  the  sick  list  Sisters  Collins 
and  Alvers  have  not  been  able  to  attend 
meetings  on  account  of  sickness  of 
their  families.  Our  secretary,  Mrs. 
Fuller,  has  been  suffering  with  a  sore 
finger  which  threatens  to  develop  Into 
blood  poisoning  and,  therefore,  could 
not  be  with  us  last  meeting. 

Hoping  you  will  hear  from  Amethyst 
Lodge  No.  21  oftener  in  the  future,  I 
remain.      Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

Emma  Roberts. 


St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  thought  I  would  drop  you  a  line 
about  Harmony  Lodge  No.  26,  L.  A. 
to  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

We  are  Just  getting  along  fine,  tak- 
ing in  new  members  right  along  and 
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we  hope  to  have  a  large  membership 
by  and  bye. 

We  gave  an  ice  cream  social  and 
dance  the  12th  and  it  was  a  howling 
success,  both  financially  and  socially. 

I  was  very  sorry  I  didn't  have  any 
penny  cornets  as  I  had  so  many  calls 
for  them.'  However,  I  will  not  forget 
to  order  them  next  time  for  the  benefit 
of  the  brothers. 

With  best  wishes  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
and  L.  A.,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

E.  K. 


Denver,  Colo. 

After  so  long  a  time  Denver  has  an 
auxiliary.  Columbine  Lodge  No.  35 
was  organized  April  19,  1908,  by  Mrs. 
Anna  Dale,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Agatha 
Camp,  with  twenty  charter  members. 

Since  then  we  have  taken  in  four 
new  members  with  good  prospects  of 
more.  So  many  of  the  ladies  that 
would  have  been  charter  members  were 
compelled  to  postpone  joining  on  ac- 
count of  their  brothers  being  laid  off. 

At  present  we  are  meeting  at  my 
home  until  we  are  more  able  financially 
to  rent  a  hall,  which  I  think  will  be  in 
the  near  future. 

If  all  of  the  brothers  were  as  en- 
thusiastic over  the  auxiliary  as  my  hus- 
band, Peter  Dale,  we  would  have  no 
trouble  in  outnumbering  them. 

By  the  way,  our  number  is  the  same 
as  our  brothers'  lodge,  and  we  hope  In 
time  to  enroll  all  of  their  wives,  moth- 
ers and  sisters  on  our  books.  Our  offi- 
cers are  as  follows: 

Mistress — Anna  Dale. 
Vice-Mistress — Kate  Fredericks. 
Past-Mistress — Hilda   Carpenter. 
Treasurer — Agatha  Camp. 
Secretary — Nellie  Mason. 
Chaplain — Rosina  Purtell. 
Conductress — Katie  Purtell. 
Guard — Emma  McCollum. 
Board  of  Directors— Virginia  Flani- 
gan,  Augusta  Baker,  Mabel  Smith. 

If  the  sisters  and  brothers  will  for- 
give me  this  time  I  will  promise  never 
to  do  it  again,  but  as  Sister  Fredericks 
is  quite  sick  I  am  compelled  to  do  the 
writing.     Wishing  both  brothers  and 
sisters  every  success,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
Mbs.  Anna  Dale, 
Mistress. 


South  Chicago,  liL 

Editob  Switohken's  Joxtbital: 

Calumet  Lodge  15,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  has  had  its  first  direct  sorrow 
in  the  loss  of  Sister  Mary  Saubach, 
who  died  June  6th.  She  was  a  be- 
loved member  and  her  death  came  un- 
expectedly, as  she  kept  up  her  courage 
until  the  day  before  death  claimed  her. 
The  members  of  Calumet  Lodge  at- 
tended the  funeral  in  a  body,  six  of 
the  sisters  acting  as  pall-bearers.  At 
the  grave  the  ritual  o(  the  lodge  was 
followed.  Mistress  A.  McBlhany  and 
Chaplain  C.  Meyers  read  the  sacred 
charges,  which  were  followed  by  a 
hymn  sung  by  the  entire  lodge.  But 
the  sisters'  work  does  not  end  at  the 
grave.  Sister  Saubach  left  a  sorrow- 
ing husband  and  six  little  children, 
the  oldest  being  but  twelve  years,  to 
mourn  her  loss,  besides  her  sisters  and 
brothers.  Each  and  every  sister  has 
pledged  herself  to  in  some  way  help 
the  family  of  her  deceased  sister. 
Calumet  Lodge  hopes  that  it  will  be 
many  a  day  before  it  will  be  called 
together  for  such  a  sorrowful  purpose 
— the  death  of  a  member. 

We  have  added  one  more  sister  to 
our  list,  so  we  are  progressing  a  little, 
and  the  sisters  feel  as  though  we 
would  be  doing  well  if  we  could  only 
get  the  members  we  already  have  lo 
attend  meetings.  But  there  does  not 
seem  any  way  to  reach  the  hearts  ol 
some,  so  they  would  attend  a  few  meet- 
ings at  least.  Now,  you  sisters  who 
rarely  if  ever  attend  meetings,  why 
don't  you  come?  When  you  took  your 
oath  in  your  obligation  to  our  order, 
you  pledged  yourself  to  do  things  that 
it  is  impossible  for  you  to  know  about 
unless  you  attend  some  of  the  meet- 
ings at  least.  How  can  you  then  con- 
scientiously stay  away  from  one  end 
of  the  year  to  another?  Consider  the 
oath  you  took  and  see  if  you  are  living 
up  to  It.  If  you  remember  it,  and  you 
certainly  must,  parte  of  it.  any  way, 
you  will  attend  the  meetings. 

The  beautiful  berry  set  which  yr&B 
donated  by  Sister  Anna  Olsen,  was  dis- 
posed of  at  the  la«t  meeting  in  May, 
and  Sister  Mary  Dickson  is  the  lucky 
owner  of  said  berry  set  and  the  lodge 
treasury  is  $34.50  richer. 

I  think  it  well  to  mention  the  fact 
that  the  $50.00  due  the  beneficiary  on 
the  death  of  a  member  was  paid  Sister 
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Saubach's  husband  on  the  dar  of  her 
death,  and  the  full  amount  of  the  pol- 
icy, $260,  was  paid  fifteen  days  from 
death,  so  all  can  see  that  our  order  is 
in  fifood  condition.  There  are  few  so- 
cieties who  are  as  prompt  as  ours. 
Jenkh  Sinb. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

EDITOR  Switchmen's  Journal: 

One  of  the  most  important  things 
done  by  the  delegates  to  the  oonven- 
tion  of  the  Auxiliary  held  at  Detroil 
last  year  was  the  adoption  of  a  funeral 
benefit  of  $250,  which  took  effect  De- 
cember 1,  1907.  All  members  who  had 
belonged  to  the  order  six  months  were 
entitled  to  this  benefit,  and  in  fact  is 
tne  only  requirement  attached  to  the 
paying  of  this  benefit.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  order  felt  that  the  sum 
should  have  been  larger  than  that  al- 
lowed, but  tue  wisdom  of  the  delegates 
has  been  demonstrated  within  the  past 
few  months,  for,  although  our  member- 
ship is  not  very  large,  death  has  called 
six  of  our  members  during  the  past 
year,  four  of  whom  were  entitled  to 
the  benefit  Two  of  these  four  were 
members  since  the  order  was  first 
started  and  the  other  two  belonged 
about  eight  months  each.  And  in  each 
case  this  benefit  of  $250  was  paid  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased  within 
thirty  days  after  her  death,  and  was  of 
great  help.  The  payment  of  these  four 
claims  has  not  by  any  means  depleted 
our  treasury,  and  unless  an  unlocked 
for  number  of  deaths  should  occur,  we 
are  well  able  to  meet  any  requirements 
that  arise. 

But  what  puzzles  us  is  why  a  greater 
number  of  women  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  our  order  do  not  join.  M.  J. 
Naughton  Lodge  No.  10  of  Cleveland, 
O.,  has  a  death  benefit  of  $75,  to  which 
all  members  in  good  standing  in  that 
lodge  are  entitled,  as  well  as  the  larger 
benefit  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
yet  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the  in- 
ducement for  the  ladies  eligible  to 
membership  to  Join  that  it  should  be. 
Our  dues  are  very  reasonable,  the 
Grand  Lodge  dues  being  only  25c  per 
month,  and  in  most  of  the  lodges  the 
local  dues  amount  to  the  same,  making 
50c  per  month,  an  amount  which  any 
switchman's  wife,  mother,  daughter  or 
sister  should  be  able  to  pay.  Many 
times  we  hear  of  the  ladies  saying  that 


no  one  asked  them  to  join.  I  think 
that  any  of  them  should  be  interested 
enough  in  helping  to  build  up  the  or- 
der to  send  in  their  application  by  a 
member  of  the  lodge  in  their  city,  and 
I  haven't  the  least  doubt  but  that  it 
would  be  promptly  acted  upon  and  a 
committee  would  call  to  see  them,  as 
we  have  some  very  active  hard-work- 
ing members  in  all  our  lodges.  We 
are  in  hopes  that  between  now  and  the 
time  our  convention  is  held  in 
Peoria  next  May,  that  our  membership 
will  have  doubled,  but  the  members 
cannot  do  it  all,  the  ladies  who  are 
eligible  to  membership  we  hope  will 
help  us.  There  are  many  good  fea- 
tures connected  with  our  order  besides 
this  funeral  benefit,  but  a  small  lodge 
is  not  able  to  do  the  good  work  that  a 
larger  one  would  be,  and  oftentimes 
too  much  is  expected  of  a  handful  of 
workers.  The  Switchmen's  Union  has 
done  great  things  for  its  members,  and 
every  switchman's  wife  should  realize 
this  and  be  willing  to  join  the  Aux- 
iliary so  as  to  co-operate  and  help 
build  up  the  good  old  S.  U.  and  its 
Auxiliary. 

Our  worthy  Grand  Mistress,  Barbara 
Stang  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  is  working  in 
Chicago  and  vicinity  this  month,  and 
.we  hope  she  will  be  able  to  enthuse 
some  of  the  ladies  in  the  places  she 
visits,  so  that  several  new  lodges  will 
be  the  result  of  her  work.  All  we  need 
is  word  from  any  lady  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  any  city  where  there  is  an 
S.  U.  lodge,  and  we  will  do  all  possible 
tp  get  a  lodge  started  there,  but  it  is 
hard  work  to  get  a  lodge  started  where 
there  is  no  interest  taken,  and  our  or- 
der is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  send  or- 
ganizers to  any  place  unless  we  first 
know  that  something  can  be  done.  We 
will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  one  in- 
terested. 

We  would  like  to  know  what  is  the 
matter  with  the  switchmen's  wives  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  We  had  great  hopes  of 
No.  18  becoming  our  banner  lodge  at 
one  time,  but  the  interest  of  the  mem- 
bers seems  to  have  dwindled.  There 
is  good  material  in  that  good  field  and 
we  hope  to  see  this  lodge  take  a  fresh 
start  very  soon,  for  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  lodge  should  not  progress  in- 
stead of  going  back.  The  lodges  in 
Toledo,  Kansas  City  and  Chicago  are 
doing  fine,  as  are  also  the  lodges  in  St 
Paul  and  Minneapolis,   and  we  hope 
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the  others  will  start  a  campaign  for 
getting  new  members  soon  and  not  be 
beaten  by  the  lodges  named. 

Hoping    this    letter    will    have    the 
effect    of    arousing    more    interest    in 
our  order,  I  will  await  developmejits. 
Saba  T.  Jackson, 
Orand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


In  Memoriam. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lake  Shore 
Lodge  No.  55  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Death  has  once  more  vis- 
ited our  lodge  and  has  called  our 
worthy  Bro.  Joe  Ewen  to  his  final  re- 
ward; and 

Whebeas,  The  sudden  removal  from 
our  midst  of  this  brother  leaves  a 
vacancy  and  a  shadow  that  will  be 
deeply  realized  by  all  members  of  this 
union;    therefore  be  It 

Resolved,  That,  with  deep  sjrmpathy 
for  the  wife  and  parents  of  our  de- 
parted brother,  we  express  our  hope 
that  in  so  great  a  loss  to  us  all  may  be 
overruled  for  good  by  Him  who  doeth 
all  things  well;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  placed  on  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  a  copy  forwarded  to  the 
wife  of  our  brother  and  a  copy  to  the 
Journal  for  publication,  and  our  char- 
ter be  draped  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days.  George  C.  Larick, 

Geo.  Linkart, 
Thomas  Baldwin, 

Committee. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  May  28,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  held  by  Union 
Lodge  No.  80  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  to  remove  from  our  midst  the  wife 
of  our  esteemed  brother,  Frank  Nelson, 
who  died  April  16,  1908;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved.  That  the  members  of  No. 
80  extend  to  Bro.  Nelson  and  family 
their  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  sad 
bereavement;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting,  one  sent  to  the  bereaved  family 
and  one  to  the  Journal  for  publication. 
W.  H.  Woods, 
A.  L.  Snell, 
Delbert  Parks, 
Committee. 


The  following  resolutions  of  respect 
were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  Calumet 
Lodge  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  South  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  at  Calumet  Hall,  June  4, 
1908: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  call  from 
our  midst  our  dearly  beloved  sister, 
Mary  Saubach,  who  died  June  1st;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Sister  Sau- 
bach this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  sister 
and  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the 
family  which  has  lost  a  beloved  wife, 
mother  and  sister;    therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  as  a  token  of  our  re- 
spect and  sorrow  our  charter  be  draped 
for  a  period  of  thirty  days;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family, 
a  copy  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of 
this  meeting,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  our 
Journal  for  publication. 

Jennie  Sine, 
Cora  Mathews, 
Isabella  Meno, 

Committee. 


New  York,  June  17,  1908. 

Whereas,  Our  heavenly  Father  has 
called  our  worthy  Bro.  Peter  Cassidy  to 
his  final  reward;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Har- 
lem River  Lodge  No.  56,  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
in  meeting  assembled,  sincerely  regret 
the  death  of  Bro.  Peter  Cassidy  and 
hereby  most  respectfully  tender  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  widow  and 
family  in  their  sad  bereavement;  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  in  further  testimony 
of  our  respect  for  his  memory,  we  di- 
rect that  the  charter  of  this  lodge  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  a  period  of 
thirty  days  and  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions sent  to  the  Journal  for  publica- 
tion. A.  J.  Cuff, 

Jas.  D.  Winans, 
W.  H.  Terry, 

Committee. 


Chicago,  111.,  June  11,  1908. 
JLt  a  regular  meeting  of  James  Mills 
IjOdge  No.  17  it  was  moved  to  adopt 
resolutions  to  our  late  brother,  Ren. 
Brown : 

Whereas,  It  was  the  ruling  of  al- 
mighty God  to  take  away  from  the 
family  and  from  our  midst  Bro.  Ren. 
Brown;  and 

Whereas,  We  again  bow  our  heads  in 
reverence  to  the  loss  of  one  of  the  many 
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wiio  are  called  away  trying  to  strive  to 
move  the  wheels  of  commerce;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  S3rm- 
pathy  to  the  friends  and  family,  and 
that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  Journal  for  publication,  a  copy 
spread  on  minutes  and  our  charter 
draped  for  thirty  days. 

T.  H.  Stone, 
H.  L.  Coon. 
A.  Leed, 

Committee. 


On  July  26th,  at  the  regular  meet- 
ing of  Buffalo  Lodge  No.  4,  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father  to  call  into  everlasting  life 
our  beloved  brother,  Edward  J.  Allen, 
who,  on  July  18th,  met  an  untimely 
death  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties  as  switchman  on  the  Buffalo 
Creek  Railroad;  and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  of 
this  bright  life  from  his  beloved  friends 
leaves  a  vacant  place  and  sad  remem- 
brance in  the  hearts  of  his  many 
friends;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sin^ 
cere  sympathy  in  their  great  a£Qiction 
and  bereavement;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  family,  one  to 
the  Journal  for  publication,  and  a 
copy  be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  our 
lodge.  George  J.  Hamilton, 

C.  W.  Chappell, 

Committee, 


Resolutions  of  Felicitation. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  12,  1908. 

Whereas,  Our  great  Master  and 
Ruler  has  through  His  infinite  wisdom 
permitted  our  worthy  Bro.  Richard  Al- 
bers  to  remain  with  and  among  us 
these  many  years,  affording  him  and 
wife  the  pleasure  of  celebrating  their 
silver  wedding  on  May  27,  1908.  which 
was  largely  attended  by  their  many 
friends;  threfore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Abe 
Lincoln  Lodge  No.  54  extend  to  Bro. 
Albers  and  wife  the  true  hand  of 
friendship,  hoping  that  the  evening  of 
life  will  be  brighter  than  the  past,  and 
their  pathway  strewn  with  flower  beds 
throughout  the  remaining  year;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  our 


beloved  brother  and  wife,  we  spread  a 
copy  of  these  resolutions  on  our  min- 
utes, that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  brother 
and  wife  and  a  copy  to  our  Journal 
for  publication.  S.  Roberts, 
J.  Crowl, 
J.  J.  Ruessino, 

Committee. 


Card  of  Thanks. 

Chicago,  May  13,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  members  of  Auburn 
Park  Lodge  No.  208  for  the  kindness 
shown  myself  and  wife  at  the  death  of 
our  youngest  child,  and  also  express 
our  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  Eighty-third  Street  Yard  for  their 
beautiful  floral  offering.  And  I  hope 
and  pray  that  our  heavenly  Father  will 
protect  our  kind  friends  and  their 
homes  from  the  Angel  of  Death,  who 
ever  hovers  near. 

Sincerely  yours, 

John  Fitzgerald, 

Member  No.  208. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich..  June  4,  1908. 

I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  of  Union  Lodge  No.  80, 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  for  their  kindness  shown 
jne  in  my  sad  bereavement,  the  loss  of 
my  beloved  wife,  who  died  May  16, 
1908.  I  also  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  for  the  kind- 
ness shown  me  and  for  the  beautiful 
floral  offering  sent  me  by  them  and  the 
members  of  No.  80.  I  also  extend  my 
thanks  to  Bro.  Parks  and  wife  for  the 
beautlul  flowers  sent  me  by  them.  May 
God  bless  you  all.  With  best  wishes 
to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A..  I  am, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Frank  Nelson. 


St.  Louis,  Mo..  June  1,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  you 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  claim 
for  $1,200.  held  by  our  son  Harry,  who 
recently  lost  his  life  in  the  Mountain 
yards. 

We  also  wish  to  extend  our  thanks 
to  the  officers  and  members  of  Lod^e 
No.  .^4  for  their  kindness  and  svmoathv 
to  us  in  our  sorrow  and  trouble,  and 
mav  God  be  with  vou  and  protect  you 
in  your  cause  and  in  your  work. 
Sincerely  yours. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  M.  Logan. 
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Wanted. 

The  officers  of  Lodge  30  are  very 
anxious  to  locate  Bro.  Burr  A.  Bushy. 
He  Is  5  ft.  8  In.  tall,  weight  160  lbs., 
age  39,  eyes  Wue,  hair  gray.  The 
second,  third  and  fourth  fingers  are 
missing  on  left  hand,  and  the  index 
finger  on  same  hand  is  badly  mis- 
shapen. Kindly  forward  information 
to  A.  P.  McDonald,  Secretary  Lodge  30, 
421  N.  E.  Second  Street,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


Notice. 

To  all  members  of  Lodge  No.  225, 
and  particularly  to  out-of-town  mem- 
bers: You  are  hereby  notified  to  pay 
all  dues  and  assessments  to  Bro.  W.  A. 
Hetherington,  1203  Annunciation  St., 
New  Orleans,  La.  H.  E.  Lord,  former 
treasurer,  is  a  defaulter  and  has  left  for 
parts  unknown.  Should  anyone  meet 
H.  E.  Lord  he  will  confer  a  great  favor 
on  this  Union  by  notifying  M.  R. 
Welch,  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
All  members  who  were  in  good  stand- 
ing in  No.  225  on  May  1st  should  cor- 
respond with  John  P.  L9rd,  No.  934 
Calliope  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 


Lost. 

Bro.  Thos.  Jordan  of  tCali  Inla  Lodge 
No.  182,  McAlester,  Okla.,  reports  the 
loss  of  traveling  card  and  receipts  up 
to  August  1st 

Bro.  Jordan  says  loss  occurred  in 
Texarkana,  Tex.,  May  16th.  Bro.  Jor- 
dan hajs  been  informed  that  a  young 
fellow  representing  himself  to  be  Bro. 
Jordan's  son,  was  making  use  of  the 
lost  articles  in  Mulvane,  Kans. 

Bro.  Jordan  has  written  about 
twenty-five  lodges  in  the  North  and 
West  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  this 
chap. 

The  JouBNAL  advises  any  brother 
running  across  these  articles  to  please 
take  them  up  and  send  to  Thomas  Jor- 
dan, McAlester,  Okla. 


Bro.  P.  J.  McCourt  of  Gilt  Edge 
Lodge  No.  62,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  writing 
from  Superior,  Wis.,  reports  the  loss  of 
receipts  and  traveling  card.  The  card 
expired  June  30th,  but  receipts  show 
Bro.  McCourt  is  paid  up  until  Sept  1st. 
Bro.  McCourt  is  described  on  card  as 
follows:  Height,  five  feet  ten  inches; 
weight,  160  pounds;  no  beard  or  mus- 


tache, blue  eyes,  black  hair,  dark  com- 
plexion. 

Any  brother  finding  these  articles  in 
possession  of  some  one  not  entitled  to 
them  is  requested  to  tkke  up  card  and 
receipts  and  forward  them  to  the  treas- 
urer of  Lodge  No.  62,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


''Owning  a  Judge." 

It  is  an  old  saying  in  high  financial 
American  politics  that  the  man  is 
poor,  indeed,  who  does  not  "own  a 
Judge." 

The  big  man  owning  his  judge,  or 
his  string  of  Judges  smiles  pityingly 
at  the  small  individual  who  owns  no 
Judge  at  all,  and  tries  to  worry  along, 
taking  justice  as  it  comes  from  the 
mill  evenly. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  no  joke  about 
owning  judges.  When  a  big  trust  pays 
a  lawyer  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
a  year,  year  after  year,  and  then  puta 
him  on  the  bench,  there  isn't  much 
doubt  about  the  ownership  of  that 
judge. 

When  a  great  giver  of  bribes  and 
all  around  public  scoundrel  picks  out 
his  man  and  makes  a  Federal  judge  of 
him  (that  happened  as  everybody 
knows  in  a  very  conspicuous  case),  it 
isn't  hard  to  guess  who  owns  that 
judge.— New  York  Evening  Journal, 


Modern  Ovilization. 

If  modem  civilization  is  composed 
of,  and  her  fundamental  principles  are 
be^sed  upon  la.W6  of  **claw  and  fang" 
then  the  civilization  of  today  has  all 
the  elements  of  genulnese. 

If  modern  civilization  depends  upon 
the  survival  of  the  fittest  and  of  the 
strong  pillaging  the  weak,  then  we 
have  no  complaint  to  offer  against  the 
civilization  of  today;  but  if  civilization 
is  not  founded  upon  the  principles  of 
pillage,  then  the  civilization  under 
which  we  exiet  is  removed  from  that 
of  the  darkest  ages,  wiiere  brute  force 
ruled  supreme,  only  so  far  as  the  pro- 
cess of  procedure  is  concerned,  as  we 
can  travel  In  any  direction,  north, 
south,  east  or  west,  and  side  by  side  of 
colossal  obelisks  of  crimson  capped 
and  towering  mountains  of  wealth  we 
wiU  find  all  about  their  bases  abject 
want  and  poverty,  privation  and  mis- 
ery, borne  by  the  very  class  who  unmur- 
murlngly  but  ignorantly,  year  by  year 
helped  with  their  own  poor  hands  to 
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erect  theee  golden  pyramids  of  gain 
while  they  themselvee  received  for 
their  labors  barely  enough  to  keep 
breath  in  their  bodies,  80  they  could, 
from  day  to  day,  help  add  other  layers 
of  yellow  gold  to  these  brazen  faced 
fortunes  which  today  cast  a  shadow  up 
and  down  the  fertile  ralleys  of  this 
land;  that  curdles  the  blood  in  the 
veins  of  every  man  who  believes  that 
he  should  reap  the  rewards  emanating 
from  honest  service. 

If  civilization  means  that  four  mih 
lion  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  and  millions  of  widowed  mothers, 
and  millions  upon  top  of  millions  of 
honest,  industrious,  uncomiplaining 
and  unmurmuring  fathers  shall,  year 
in  and  year  out,  be  compelled  to 
answer  to  the  whistles'  call  at  early 
mom  and  remain  at  their  task  until 
the  sable  garments  of  night  make 
their  home-going  a  torture  and  this 
four  million  babies,  and  this  never- 
ending  army  of  widows,  mothers  and 
fathers  be  compelled  to  spend  their 
lives  in  these  factories  only  to  wind 
up  their  last  days  in  almshouses  or 
live  off  the  crumbs  of  charity  arrogant- 
ly tossed  them  by  those  for  whom  they 
have  sacrificed  their  lives,  then  the 
present  civilization  is  perfection. 

If  civilization  consists  of  a  cortier 
of  multi-mflNlonaires  being  elected  to 
make  and  execute  the  laws  under  which 
those  who  create  the  wealth  of  the 
world  must  live,  and  off  of  whose  la- 
bors these  millionaires  exist,  no  matter 
how  harsh  these  laws  may  rest  upon 
the  calloused  and  bent  shoulders  of 
toil,  then  civilization  of  today  Is 
righteously  constructed. 

If  civilization  means  that  ninety-five 
per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  ninety-five  per 
cent,  the  ones  who  create  the  wealth 
of  the  world,  be  compelled  to  live  In  the 
coldest  and  most  desolate  homes  of  the 
land  and  wear  the  coarsest  garments 
that  their  own  hands  weave  and  eat 
the  poorest  and  most  unhealthy  food 
that  their  own  muscles  produce,  while 
the  five  per  cent,  of  this  country  who 
do  no  work  live  in  the  most  comfort- 
able homes,  wear  the  most  comfortable 
raiment  and  eat  the  best  that  other 
hands  produce  and  control  ninety-five 
per  cent,  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States,  then  the  civilization  of  today 
is  a  civilization  that  mankind  should 
be  proud  of.  But  if  civilization  does  not 
mean  all  of  these  hideous  and  awful 


barbarities,  then  the  civilization  of  to- 
day is  a  child  of  hell,  propagated  by 
the  demons  of  that  infernal  region,  as 
we  find  in  every  walk  of  life,  the  mas- 
ter class,  laying  hold  of  our  children 
in  their  pinafores,  and  by  poverty 
forcing  them  into  their  dusty,  germ- 
diseased  mills  and  factories,  and  there 
prodding  the  little  ones  on  and  on 
until  they  are  able  to  measure  their 
utmost  vitality,  and  then  placing  over 
these  children  a  heartless  wretch  to 
see  that  they  are  sweteA  of  all  the  profit 
that's  in  them,  and  for  this  inhuman 
treatment,  on  Saturday  evenrtng,  these 
miserable  waifs  wend  their  way  home 
to  some  desolate  shack  with  barely 
enough  wages  to  tide  them  over  until 
that  heartless  whistle  screams  again 
on  Monday  morning.  If  this  is  civil- 
ization, then  the  strongest  bull  in  the 
pasture,  the  fiercest  boar  in  the  pen. 
and  the  most  vicious  ram  in  the  flock 
learned  the  lessons  of  civilization  long 
before  man. 

If  civilization  means  giving  the 
master  class  power  to  fence  in  all  of 
the  green  pastures  of  the  land,  and 
confiscate  these  pastures  to  their  own 
use.  and  force  their  thinkless  slaves  to 
build  the  fences  and  fence  themselves 
and  their  families  out  upon  the  barren 
highicays  of  destitution,  and  then  oer- 
mlt  the  master  class  to  enact  laws  that 
will  give  them  the  privilege  of  shoot- 
ing down  those  who  are  starving  for 
the  lack  of  these  pastures  when  they 
attempt  to  enjoy  a  morsel  within  these 
enclosures,  then  the  civilization  of 
nineteen  hundred  and  eight  is  of  the 
truest  type.  But  if  these  are  emblems 
of  civilization,  and  if  these  are  tvpes 
of  civilization,  then  damn  your  civiliza- 
tion! and  let  us  turn  back  the  dial 
of  time,  and  land  ourselves  again  in 
the  Jingle  beyond  this  hideous  and 
hydra-headed  demon  which  we  call 
'^modern  civilization'^  and  let  us  de- 
pend entirely  upon  muscle:  then  we 
will  not  be  educated  to  love  the  beau- 
tiful, the  sublime  and  the  grand,  and 
have  a  tax-gatherer  In  the  way  of  a 
master  to  stand  guard  over  our  ener- 
gies and  deny  us  of  those  sublime 
privileges. — The  National  Rip-Saw. 


The  depositors  who  promptly  received 
their  deposits  from  that  defunct  Okla- 
homa bank  are  prepared  to  offer  con- 
vincing proofs  that  the  guarantee  of 
bank  deposits  is  a  mo^t  desirable  thing. 
— The  Commoner. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


682 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  ONION. 


Labor's  Purchasing  Power. 

By  Robert  Hcjnter. 

If  trade  unionists  only  understood 
the  full  meaning  of  unity  and  sol- 
idarity, their  power  would  be  invin- 
cible. 

Today  union  men  often  spend  forty 
dollars  a  moath  to  destroy  unionism, 
where  they  give  one  dollar  a  month 
to  build  up  unionism. 

Union  men  as  a  body  spend  no  less 
than  $1,500,000,000  a  year  to  purchase 
the  necessities  of  life. 

Every  dollar  of  that  immense  sum 
spent  for  non-union  goods  is  spent  to 
break  down  unionism! 

If  a  strike  is  on  in  a  shoe  factory, 
union  men  all  over  the  country  send 
their  contributions  to  support  the 
strike.  If  the  strike  fails,  and  scabs 
are  employed,  union  men  often  buy 
the  products  of  the  scab  lab6r. 

With  one  hand  they  try  to  build 
up,  with  the  other  they  try  to  tear 
down. 

If  a  union  man  gives  a  dollar  a 
month  to  support  his  union  he  thinks 
he  has  done  a  great  deal.  By  paying 
these  dues  he  expects  to  build  up  a 
powerful  trade  union  movement.  At 
the  same  time  he  often  uses  his  im- 
mensely nK)re  powerful  purchasing 
power  to  defeat  the  aims  of  unionism. 

Suppose  every  one  of  the  three 
million  trade  unionists  in  this  country 
considered  it  a  crime  to  buy  non-union 
products.  Suppose  the  merchants  and 
employers  knew  that  and  were  trying 
to  attract  union  buyers.  Suppose  they 
know  that  every  penny  of  this  billion 
and  a  half  dollars  would  be  spent  only 
for  union  made  goods.  What  would 
you  see? 

Every  store  patronized  by  working- 
men  would  have  a  union  label  sign 
at  Its  door.  The  merchants  them- 
selves would  advertise  the  union  lab- 
el; the  employers  would  advertise 
that  their  shop  is  a  closed  shop.  All 
the  industries  that  produce  products 
for  working-class  consumption  would 
employ   union   labor  or   go   bankrupt. 

This  great  lesson  is  constantly 
preached  by  union  leaders.  It  is  the 
lesson  of  unity  and  solidarity.  It 
means  Instead  of  a  few  million  dol- 
lars going  to  the  support  of  unionism 
that  over  a  billion  dollars  every  year 
would  go  to  the  support  of  unionism. 

Back   of  every   union   fighter,   back 


of  every  strike,  back  of  every  indus- 
trial battle,  would  be  the  power  of 
this  bilHon  and  a  half. 

The  dues  paid  to  your  union  are 
nothing  compared  with  the  immense 
purchasing  power — power  now  often 
frittered  -away  and  wasted  when  it  is 
not  actually  used  to  break  down 
unionism  itself. 


Labor's  Greatest  Rally. 

By  the  Rev.  Charles  Stelzle. 

Probably  the  greatest  labor  meeting 
ever  held  in  this  country,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  greatest  church  meeting 
ever  held  in  the  United  States,  was 
held  in  Convention  Hall,  Kansas  City. 
Mo.,  on  Sunday  afternoon.  May  24th. 
Between  twelve  and  fifteen  thousand 
people  packed  the  vast  auditorium  to 
attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Department  of  Church  and 
Labor,  during  the  two  weeks'  session  of 
the  national  body  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Addresses  were  given  by  Governor 
Folk  of  Missouri,  John  B.  Lennon, 
treasurer  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Stelzle. 
Superintendent  of  the  Church  and  La- 
bor Department  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Child  labor,  the  needs  of  women 
workers,  and  general  conditions  among 
working  people  were  discussed  by  the 
speakers  in  a  plain,  convincing  man- 
ner. The  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  its  business  ses- 
sions concerning  the  welfare  of  these 
workers  indicated  the  interest  which 
this  Church  is  taking  in  the  labor 
problem.  The  splendid  response  on  the 
part  of  Kansas  City's  worklngmen  at 
this  meeting  proved  that  they  were 
thoroughly  alive  to  the  situation.  The 
central  labor  body  had  heartily  en- 
dorsed the  meeting,  appointing  a 
strong  committee  to  co-operate  with 
the  committee  of  churchmen  having 
the  matter  in  charge,  and  together 
they  worked  day  and  night,  taking 
nothing  for  granted,  with  the  result 
that  the  meeting  was  by  far  the  great- 
est in  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

It  demonstrated  the  possibilities  in 
working  up  an  interest  in  the  vital  la- 
bor issues  of  the  day  by  people  who 
ordinarily  are  not  brought  into  close 
touch  with  them  in  their  regular  occu- 
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pations.  The  nearly  oae  thousand 
delegates,  most  of  whom  attended  the 
labor  mass-meeting,  went  away  with  a 
new  conception  as  to  what  the  labor 
movement  really  means.  The  working- 
men  learned  anew  of  the  concern  on 
the  part  of  the  Church  with  reference 
to  their  problems. 

Such  meetings  cannot  but  result  in 
mutual  respect  and  greater  fellowship 
between  the  two  most  powerful  move- 
ments of  the  day — the  organized 
Chiirch  and  organized  labor. 


Speak  Plain. 

Let  us  speak  plain ;  there  is  more  force 
in  names 

Than  most  men  dream  of;   and  a  lie 
may  keep 

Its  throne  a  whole  age  longer,  if  it 
skulk 

Behind  the  shield  of  some  fair-seem- 
ing name. 

Let  us  call  tyrants  tyrants,  and  main- 
tain 

That  only  freedom  comes  by  grace  of 
God, 

And  all  that  comes  not  by  His  grace 
must  fall; 

For  men  in  earnest  have  no  time  to 
waste 

In   patching  fig-leaves  for  the  naked 
truth. 

— James  Russell  Lowell. 


Know  The  Truth. 

By  Robebt  Hunter. 

Some  time  ago  Bryan  spoke  before 
200  editors  on  "Know  the  Truth."  "No 
great  evil  could  exist  for  one  year," 
ne  said,  "if  editors  are  not  hired  to 
chloroform  the  public." 

The  editorial  page  of  today,  he  said, 
is  often  owned  by  corporations,  and 
editorials  are  written  not  by  editors 
but  by  corporation  magnates. 

Of  all  the  criticisms  Bryan  has 
made  against  the  existing  order  no 
other  is  equal  to  this  one. 

Newspapers  can  exercise  a  tremen- 
dous power  for  evil.  They  can  corrupt, 
twist,  prejudice  men's  minda 

A  lie  In  a  newspaper  is  equal  to 
many  million  liars,  because  the  lie  it 
prints  will  be  read  by  millions. 

Some  papers  in  this  country  are  all 
lies.  News  is  twisted  and  distorted. 
Fleecers  of  the  public  are  praised  and 
exalted;  friends  of  the  public  are 
maligned  and  destroyed. 


Liars  love  liars  as  thieves  love 
thieves,  and  the  biggest  liar  and  the 
biggest  thief  are  backed  by  lying  and 
thieving  newspapers. 

"Know  the  truth."  Is  anything  more 
vital  or  important?  But  how  shall  we 
know  the  truth? 

Bryan  advises  editors  to  ostracize 
the  editor  who  lies  or  who  sells  his 
columns  to  public  thieves. 

Ostracize?  Bryan  was  talking  to  200 
wage-workers,  many  of  whom  must  lie 
to  get  bread  for  their  families. 

Bryan  tells  these  workers  to  banish, 
to  ostracize,  to  exile  their  bosses! 

Exile  their  bosses! 

Now,  this  is  a  pretty  difficult  under- 
taking. When  the  editorial  wage- 
worker  makes  common  cause  with  all 
other  wage-workers  it  may  be  possible 
for  them  to  banish  their  bosses. 

But  today  they  are  unorganized,  and 
if  editors  attempted  to  ostracize  their 
bosses  they  would  simply  ostracize 
themselves  Into  unemployment  and 
starvation. 

But,  Bryan,  it  is  not  the  editors  who 
can  most  effectively  ostracize  corpora- 
tion-owned and  controlled  newspapers. 
It  Is  the  buyers  of  these  newspapers. 
They  can  if  they  wish  bani^  from  the 
earth  these  penny  agents  of  thieving 
corporations. 

It  is  because  such  newspapers  are 
read,  and  only  for  that  reasou,  that 
they  exert  any  Influence  whatever. 

The  ordinary  newspaper  is  run  to 
m^ke  a  profit,  not  to  tell  the  truth, 
and  their  profits  come  from  the  multi- 
tude of  wage-workers  in  this  country 
who  support  the  very  persons  that  are 
trying  to  chloroform  them  and  pick 
their  pockets. 

I  know  one  paper  that  has  ostracized 
those  bankers,  traction  thieves  and 
politicians  who  own  most  of  our  daily 
papers.  This  little  paper  has  almost 
ostracized  itself  to  death  and  its  edi- 
tors into  starvation. 

It  is  published  by  worklngmen  to 
find  out  the  truth  and  to  print  the 
truth.  It  is  supported  by  hustlers  who 
work  without  reward,  and  by  the  pen- 
nies of  a  few  thousand  intelligent, 
earnest  worklngmen.  It  has  one  great 
difficulty  to  face,  and  that  is  the  in- 
difference of  millions  of  worklngmen 
who  prefer  to  give  their  pennies  to 
thieving,  lying  newspapers  instead  of 
building  up  a  paper  of  their  own  with 
no  other  interest  than  to  tell  the  truth. 
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The  Humor  of  it. 

By  Robebt  Hunteb. 

When  I  read  what  friend  Oompers 
was  doing  in  Chicago  I  wondered  if 
he  had  lost  his  sense  of  humor. 

Did  you  ever  see  Sam's  face  light 
up,  his  eyes  twinkle,  as  he  begins  to 
tell  a  good  story?  Did  you  ever  hear 
his  ripple  of  laughter  deepen  into  a 
hearty  roar? 

This  is  as  it  used  to  be.  Now  Sam's 
sense  of  humor  seems  a  thing  of  the 
past. 

The  other  day  he  went  into  that 
stronghold  of  wealth,  predatory  and 
otherwise — the  Republican  convention 
— and  quoted  some  words  of  Lincoln. 
He  was  evidently  of  the  impression 
that  the  name  of  the  great  emanci- 
pator was  one  to  conjure  with  in  that 
assembly.  He  was  evidently  of  the 
opinion  that  even  revolutionary  senti- 
ments, when  voiced  by  Lincoln,  would 
warm  their  hearts. 

"Capital,"  Lincoln  said,  "is  only  the 
fruit  of  labor  and  could  never  have 
existed  if  labor  had  not  first  existed. 
Labor  is  the  superior  of  capital  and 
deserves  much  more  consideration." 

There  is  no  record  that  these  words 
of  our  beloved  Lincoln  were  greeted 
with  cheers. 

There  is  a  record  that  when  this 
same  convention  ^  heard  the  word 
"judiciary"  mentioned  they  burst  into 
frantic  applause. 

The  judiciary  is  their  judiciary. 

It  is  the  same  judiciary  that  gave 
the  Dred-Scott  decision.  To  repeal  that 
decision  our  long  years  of  civil  war 
were  necessary.  To  over-ride  that  ju- 
diciary's contempt  for  human  life 
the  people  put  a  revolutionary  Repub- 
lican party  into  power. 

Lincoln  held  approximately  the 
same  opinion  of  that  judiciary  that 
Gompers  now  holds. 

But  what  a  contrast  there  is  in  the 
political  tactics  of  Lincoln  and  those 
of  our  friend  Sam. 

To  right  the  decision  of  the  ju- 
diciary Lincoln  did  not  go  to  the  Whig 
and  Democratic  party  conventions.  He 
did  not  ask  sympathy  from  slavehold- 
ers or  parties  owned  and  controlled  by 
slaveholders. 

Lincoln  did  not  go  to  the  men  who 
applauded  the  judiciary,  or  who  held 
the  rights  of  capital  in  higher  esteem 
than  the  rights  of  labor.  He  went  out 
to  destroy  those  parties,  to  oust  from 


power  their  judiciary,  and  to  declare 
war  upon  their  principles.  He  set 
farmers,  men  of  toil,  and  plain  people, 
on  fire  with  his  great  human  message, 
and  created  a  new  party  to  battle  with 
the  old  parties.  He  said  labor  was  the 
superior  of  capital,  and  he  meant  what 
he  said. 

He  did  not  beg,  whine  or  plead.  He 
made  that  declaration  before  God  and 
man  and  he  stood  by  it,  fought  for  it 
and  died  a  martyr  to  it 

Lincoln  had  a  sense  of  humor 
which  kept  him  from  doing  many  fool- 
ish and  ridiculous  things. 

For  instance,  Sam«  that  sense  of 
humor  kept  Lincoln  away  from  oon 
ventions  of  slave-owning  Democrats 
and  of  sympathetic  Whigs. 

He  knew  those  old  parties,  as  you 
should  know  the  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican parties  of  today — ^by  their 
fruits. 

He  said  labor  is  the  superior  of  capi- 
tal. He  did  not  beg  capital  to  believe 
that  declaration.  He  asked  the  plain 
people  if  they  believed  that  declara- 
tion. 

And,  Sam,  you  may  remember  the 
answer. 


Labor's  Purchasing  Power. 

By  Robebt  Hunteb. 

If  trade  unionists  only  understood 
the  full  meaning  of  unity  and  solidari- 
ty, their  power  would  be  invincible. 

Today  union  men  often  spend  forty 
dollars  a  month  to  destroy  unionism, 
where  they  give  one  dollar  a  month  to 
build  up  unionism. 

Union  men  as  a  body  spend  no  less 
than  $1,500,000,000  a  year  to  purchase 
the  necessities  of  life. 

Every  dollar  of  that  immense  sum 
spent  for  non-union  goods  is  spent  to 
break  down  unionism. 

If  a  strike  is  on  in  a  shoe  factory 
union  men  all  over  the  country  send 
their  contributions  to  support  the 
strike.  If  the  strike  fails,  and  scabs 
are  employed,  union  men  often  buy  the 
products  of  that  scab  labor. 

What  with  one  hand  they  try  to 
build  up  with  the  other  they  try  to 
tear  down. 

If  a  union  man  gives  a  dollar  a 
month  to  support  his  union  he  thinks 
he  has  done  a  great  deal.  By  paying 
these  dues  he  expects  to  build  up  a 
powerful  trade  union  movement.     At 
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the  same  time  he  often  uses  his  im- 
mensely more  powerful  purchasing 
power  to  defeat  the  aims  of  unionism. 
Suppose  every  one  of  the  three  mil- 
lion of  trade  unionists  in  this  country 
considered  it  a  crime  to  buy  non-union 
products.  Suppose  the  merchants  and 
employers  knew  that  and  were  trying 
to  attract  union  buyers.  Suppose  they 
knew  that  every  penny  of  this  billion 
and  a  half  dollars  would  be  spent  only 
for  union-made  goods.  What  would 
you  see? 

Every  store  patro&ized  by  working- 
men  would  have  a  union  label  sign  at 
its  door.  The  merchants  themselves 
would  advertise  the  union  label;  the 
employers  would  advertise  that  their 
shop  is  a  closed  shop.  All  the  indus- 
tries that  produce  products  for  work- 
ing-class consumption  would  employ 
union  labor  or  go  bankrupt. 

This  great  lesson  is  constantly 
preached  by  union  leaders.  It  is  the 
lesson  of  unity  and  solidarity.  It  means 
instead  of  a  few  million  dollars  going 
to  the  support  of  unionism  that  ove^ 
a  billion  dollars  every  year  would  go 
to  the  support  of  unionism. 

Back  of  every  union  fighter,  back  of 
every  strike,  back  of  every  industrial 
battle,  would  be  the  power  of  this  bil- 
lion and  a  half. 

The  dues  paid  to  your  union  are 
nothing  compared  with  this  immense 
purchasing  power — power  now  often 
frittered  away  and  wasted  when  it  is 
not  actually  used  to  break  down  union- 
ism itself. 


What  We  Want. 

By  Robert  Hunter. 

The  question  we  must  ask  ourselves 
is  "What  do  we  want?"  I  don't  mean 
theoretically,  but  actually. 

Men  say,  "Look  at  Carnegie  and 
Rockefeller.  They  were  poor  boys. 
Look  at  them  now.  They  have  millions 
to  their  name.  Why  should  anyone," 
they  ask,  "wish  to  change  an  economic 
system  in  which  a  poor,  ragged  lad  can 
rise  to  the  position  of  a  potentate?" 

Our  political  friends  say  to  labor, 
"What  more  do  you  want?  We  can 
take  care  of  your  leaders.  Here  is 
Frank  Sargent,  Commissioner  of  Im- 
migration. Here's  John  Mitchell,  that 
can  have  any  job  he  wants.  Most  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Labor  are  old 
labor  leaders.     What  more  can  labor 


ask  when  a  poor  lad  may  rise  to  any 
position  of  honor?" 

But  is  it  for  that  that  the  labor  move- 
ment exists?  Is  it  to  that  end  that 
humanity  aspires? 

If  that  be  the  case,  then  the  union 
should  dissolve  when  the  employer 
takes  its  secretary  and  makes  him  a 
superintendent. 

If  it  be  riches  for  the  few  that  we 
want,  then  our  present  civilization  is 
ideal. 

Then  neither  the  labor  nor  the  so- 
cialist movement  has  any  reason  for 
existence,  or  indeed,  any  meaning 
whatsoever. 

Let  men  continue  to  strike  and 
starve.  Let  men  continue  to  labor  with- 
out hope.  Let  women  and  children 
continue  to  be  degraded. 

Let  us  shout:  "Our  leaders  have 
peace  and  plenty  and  comfort!  Rocke- 
feller and  Carnegie  have  become  rich! 
All's  well  with  the  world!" 

But  is  this  what  we  want,  or  is  it 
that  men  shall  be  free,  that  humanity 
shall  aspire  to  the  highest  and  the 
best? 

Do  we  want  that  the  few  shall  rise 
while  the  many  are  degraded,  or  is  it 
that  all  shall  rise  and  none  be  de- 
graded? 

Our  present  economic  conditions 
offer  enviable  opportunities  to  those 
who  aspire  to  exploit  their  fellow-men. 
The  labor  movement  exists  to  fight 
that  very  thing.  It  exists  for  the  pur- 
pose of  uplifting  the  many,  of  emanci- 
pating the  body  and  the  mind  of  labor. 
It  bids  the  whole  of  humanity  to  aspire. 
It  bids  every  man,  woman  and  child  to 
hope.  It  offers  emancipation — emanci- 
pation, mark  you! — not  only  to  the  few, 
but  to  all;  not  only  to  our  leaders,  but 
also  to  every  last  infant;  not  only  to 
those  who  exploit,  but  also  to  the  great 
mass  who  are  today  exploited  and  dis- 
inherited. 


The  Greater  Unionism. 

By  Robebt  Hunteb. 

The  greatest  problem  before  modern 
labor  is  to  learn  the  full  meaning  of 
unionism. 

The  workers  of  Germany  once  con- 
sidered their  political  movement 
greater  than  their  trade  union  move- 
ment. 

The  workers  of  America  and  Eng- 
land  have   for   years  considered  their 
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trade  union  movement  of  greater  im* 
portance  than  a  political  movement 

The  workers  of  Belgium  considered 
for  a  time  their  coH)perative  movement 
greater  than  either  their  trade  union 
or  political  movement 

Unionism  in  Its  fullest  expression 
means  all  these  forms  of  union. 

It  means  trade  union  organization, 
for  with  that  the  workers  fight  the  bat- 
tles with  their  individual  employers. 

It  means  co-operative  unionism,  for 
with  that  the  workers  can  displace  the 
middle  man. 

It  means  political  unionism,  for  with 
that  the  workers  can  fight  their  polit- 
ical battles. 

The  trade  union  fights  to  increase 
wages,  to  shorten  hours,  and  to  im- 
prove Industrial  conditions. 

The  co-operative  movement  fights  to 
distribute  the  necessaries  of  life  to  all 
the  workers  at  the  least  possible  cost. 

The  political  movement  fights  to  win 
the  state  and  to  make  it  serve  the  in- 
terests of  the  workers. 

Complete  unionism  means  all  these 
forms  of  action.  It  means  power  to  in- 
crease wages.  It  means  power  to 
cheapen  the  cost  of  living.  It  means  ' 
power  to  legislate — ^to  place  human 
rights  above  property  rights. 

When  a  trade  unionist  comes  to  you 
and  says  that  you  have  nothing  to  do 
with  politics,  he  lies. 

When  a  politician  comes  to  you  and 
says  you  can  accomplish  nothing 
through  trade  unionism,  he  lies. 

Without  political  action,  you  are 
fighting  a  battle  with  one  hand  tied 
behind  your  back. 

Without  trade  unionism  you  are  also 
fighting  a  battle  with  one  hand  tied 
behind  your  back. 

Unionism  means  every  form  of 
union. 

It  means  complete  and  perfect 
solidarity  so  that  every  effort  of  the 
working  class  shall  be  used  to  build 
up  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
working  class  industrially  and  politic- 
ally. 


The  most  practical,  most  powerful 
friends  of  the  workingman  are  his  pur- 
chasing power  and  his  ballot. — Labor 
Leader, 

Van  Cleve  will  be  wise  to  relinquish 
his  policy  of  force.  There  is  a  point 
beyond  which  labor  wll  not  go. — Jour- 
nal of  Labor. 


Otis  Frightened. 

Signs  are  multiplying  every  day 
which  indicate  that  various  phases  of 
the  labor  problem  will  constitute  the 
leading  issues  of  the  approa<Aing 
Presidential  campaign,  and  the 
enemies  of  labor  are  even  more 
alarmed  than  they  were  in  the  memor- 
able campaign  of  1896. 

Gen.  H.  Gray  Otia  of  the  notorious 
Loe  Angeles  Times,  who  perhaps  hates 
laboring  men  as  bitterly  as  any  one  in 
the  United  States,  has  recently  been 
discussing  the  situation.  Perhaps  we 
do  Gen.  Otis  injustice  in  referring  to 
him,  for  he  does  not  hate  all  laboring 
men,  but  only  those  who  are  struggling 
to  improve  their  conditions,  and  par- 
ticularly those  who  have  the  courage 
and  intelligence  which  leads  them  to 
get  together  into  organizations  that 
have  for  their  object  the  promotion  of 
education  among  the  working  classes, 
the  shortening  of  the  hours  of  labor, 
the  increase  of  labor's  remuneration, 
the  repeal  of  laws  that  give  special 
privileges  to  capital,  and  the  enactment 
of  laws  calculated  to  establish  Just  re- 
lationship between  capital  and  labor. 
All  such  workingmen  Gen.  Otis  hates 
with  a  perfect  hatred,  and  misrepre- 
sents with  a  akill  and  adroitness 
equaled  by  few  of  labor's  enemies,  and 
excelled  by  none. 

Gen.  Otis  professes  great  respect, 
esteem  and  love  for  the  workingmen 
who  spurn  trade  unions,  and  collective 
bargaining  as  to  rates  of  wages  and 
conditions  of  employment,  men  who 
are  willing  to  take  their  children  out 
of  school  and  send  them  into  shops 
and  factories  to  earn  a  paltry  wage 
which  will  help  to  keep  the  family  to- 
gether, and  men  who  will  vote  for  the 
political  party  which  best  conserves 
the  interests  of  their  employers. 

Gen.  Otis  points  out  that  hard  times 
make  hard  sledding  for  the  political 
party  in  power.  He  attributes  McKin- 
ley's  success  in  1896  to  the  hard  times 
which  followed  Cleveland's  second  elec- 
tion. He  says  that  the  first  three 
months  of  the  present  year  show  bank 
clearings  28  per  cent,  less  than  those 
of  a  year  ago,  gross  railroad  earnings 
12  per  cent  less,  and  net  earnings  20 
to  25  per,  cent.  less.  There  are  300,000 
railroad  cars  idle  now,  while  a  year 
ago  all  the  railroads  needed  more  roll- 
ing stock.  There  have  been  5,000  fail- 
ures, with  liabilities  of  over  |75,000.- 
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000  during  the  first  three  months  of 
the  year,  figures  that  have  never  been 
exceeded  in  any  corresponding  three 
months  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
He  says  there  is  not  less  than  1,000;000 
persons  out  of  work,  and  the  iron  and 
steel  production  is  now  about  one-half 
of  the  normal  output.  He  closes  a  re- 
cent editorial  in  the  columns  of  h.is 
paper  by  saying: 

**The  conclusion  the  intelligent  mind 
will  reach  is  that  the  Republican  party 
confronts  anything  but  a  walk-over  in 
the  fall  election.  The  status  calls  for 
the  most  earnest  and  faithful  devotion 
of  every  good  Republican  in  the  coun- 
try to  the  party  and  its  cause.  It  calls 
on  every  Republican  to  get  into  the 
party  ranks,  to  kindle  one's  own  en- 
thusiasm with  the  fires  of  earnestness 
which  are  sure  to  spread  to  neighbors 
on  all  sides,  to  drop  all  party  squabbles, 
all  factious  disputes,  and  to  rally 
under  the  flag  for  the  sole  and  undivid- 
ed purpose  of  electing  the  candidate 
of  the  Chicago  convention  to  the  Presi- 
dency. With  the  struggle  before  us, 
anything  like  halting,  hesitating,  di- 
vided ranks,  will  result  in  utter  fail- 
ure."— The  Labor  Leader,  Batavia, 
N.  Y, 


Will  Socialism  Break 

Up  the  ramily? 

When  in  the  past  the  reformer  has 
attacked  the-  wrongs  and  abuses  of  his 
day  the  cry  has  usually  been  raised, 
you  are  going  to  break  up  the  family. 
Therefore  the  socialist  philosopher  Is 
by  no  means  surprised  to  hear  the 
same  objection  to  socialism  today.  As 
socialism  Is  in  the  future  no  one  con- 
tends that  it  is  breaking  up  families 
at  present.  Yet  families  are  being 
broken  up  and  there  certainly  must  be 
a  cause.  It  Is  possible  that  the  pres- 
ent economic  system  (or  rather  want 
of  system)  Is  largely  responsible  for 
the  domestic  Infelicity  we  see  on  every 
hand.  Surely  It  cannot  be  possible 
that  the  discomforts  and  miseries  in- 
cident to  a  |>oor  person's  existence  (I 
will  not  use  the  word  life  in  this  con- 
nection) are  necessary  to  maintain  the 
family  integrity.  As  men  and  women 
are  not  angels,  observation  teaches  us 
that  the  reverse  is  too  often  true  and 
that  these  conditions  lead  to  111  temper, 
the  saloon,  desertion  and  divorce. 
Under  socialism   the   home   would  be 


more  attractive  than  the  saloon,  the 
wife,  relieved  of  her  grievous  burdens, 
would  be  better  company  than,  the  bar- 
keeper. The  husband  no  longer  a 
drudge  would  remind  his  wife  of  the 
good  old  times  before  marriage  and  the 
baby  well  cared  for  would  furnish 
more  amusement  than  a  circus.  Why 
under  the  present  system  If  you  raise 
a  man's  wages  he  Is  very  apt  to  take 
out  a  thousand  or  two  more  of  life  In- 
surance and  get  something  useful  to 
add  to  the  comfort  of  his  home.  If 
his  day's  work  Is  shortened  the  aver- 
age man  will  use  his  increased  leisure 
to  advantage  around  home.  After 
working  ten  or  twelve  hours  a  day  the 
condition  in  which  a  man  sits  down  to 
supper  is  such  that  it  1^  remarkable 
that  there  are  so  few  divorces  among 
the  workers. 

Under  socialism  the  rich  libertine 
would  be  unable  with  money  to  destroy 
the  home  of  his  less  fortunate  neigh- 
bor. Having  something  useful  to  do 
and  think  about  he  would  be  less  apt 
to  invade  his  friend's  house  and  there- 
by provide  a  nice  mess  of  divorce  scan- 
dal for  public  consumption.  In  the 
good  time  coming  no  woman  will  have 
to  marry  a  home  and  incidentally  a 
man,  neither  will  any  man  have  to 
marry  a  fortune  and  Incidentally  a  wo- 
man. 

In  the  near  future  very  few  women 
will  make  the  mistake  of  marrying  a 
rake  to  reform  him  and  afterward  try 
to  correct  It  in  the  divorce  court  Then 
young  man  if  you  sow  a  crop  of  wild 
oats  you  will  be  very  apt  to  reap  a 
harvest  of  single  blessedness.  So  must 
it  be. 

How  Is  the  home  to  be  maintained? 
says  one,  if  private  property  Is  abol- 
ished. My  friend,  the  vast  majority  of 
us  will  have  more  private  property 
under  socialism  than  we  have  now. 
Perhaps  the  brush  and  comb  and  a  few 
other  things  public  or  semi-public  to- 
day will  be  strictly  private  then. 
Young  ladies,  in  that  glorious  day 
whose  dawn  is  already  brightening  the 
eastern  sky  when  capitalism  shall  be 
thrown  on  the  rubbish  pile  of  the  ages, 
Mary  Jane  will  not  have  to  stay  at 
home  while  Sarah  goes  out  wearing  the 
family  hat.  Under  socialism  it  is 
scarcely  possible,  that  there  will  be 
any  objection  to  any  person  or  persons 
enjoying  all  the  crudities  and  absurdi- 
ties of  the  present  day  except,  of 
course,  living  off  another's  labor  if  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


640 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION. 


Remittance  Roll  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  June  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
June,  per  section  7  of  the  constitu- 
tion: 

June  1st— Lodges  5,  13,  22,  38,  149, 
177,  191,  203,  228. 

June  2d— Lodges  34,  89,  96,  108,  115, 
123,  127,  142,  176,  179,  193,  194,  200,  220. 

June  3d— Lodges  29,  32,  33,  39,  41, 
55,  57,  74,  78,  82,  85,  92,  97.  98.  110. 
113,  y6.  126.  152,  155,  166.  201,  229. 

June  4th— Lodges  6,  20,  23,  30,  37,  44, 
45,  46,  50,  52,  53,  56,  70,  73,  77,  80,  93, 
107,  112,  114,  146,  172,  174,  181,  188, 
224. 

June  5th— Lodges  1,  27.  36,  40,  49, 
64,  66.  68,  69,  84,  99,  104.  106,  129,  133, 
134,  154.  183,  199,  208,  218. 

June  6th— Lodges  7,  9,  10,  12,  35,  61, 
105,  114,  118,  128,  141,  147,  173,  175, 
189,  204,  217,  222,  226. 

June  8th— Lodges  2,  3,  8,  15,  24,  28, 
31.  42,  43,  54,  69,  63,  76,  79,  90,  91,  95. 


109.  119.  122.  135,  138.  151.  209.  214. 

June  9th— Lodges  4. 11,  14,  16.  18.  21. 
26.  51.  60.  83.  87.  94.  100.  101.  117.  125, 
158,  160.  169.  197,  198.  210.  216. 

June  10th— Lodges  17,  19,  25.  48.  68. 
62.  66,  67,  71,  72.  102.  Ill,  124,  137.  162. 
180,  182,  184.  190.  206.  221,  225.  230. 

June  14th — Lodge  103  with  fine  of 
50c. 

June  17th— Lodges  81,  88,  and  120 
with  fines. 

June  23d— Lodge  178  with  fine  of 
$2.20. 

Lodge  143  not  in  at  date  of  going  to 
press,  June  24th. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  honor  roll  every  month 
hereafter. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  10c  per  capita  shall 
be  imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  re- 
ports are  not  received  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  the  10th  day  of  each  month, 
and  hereafter  the  members  of  all 
lodges  whose  reports  arrive  after  the 
10th  day  of  the  month  will  also  be 
given  in  this  report. 


Tower  ^n^  Climax 
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THBIE  IS  DANGER 


That  the  People  will  See  at  One  Sudden  Glance  and  That 
the  Furies  will  Then  Break  Loose,  and  aH  Hell  %^  Ride 
on  Their  Wings. 


From  Cincinnati  Chronicle. 

The  views  pronounced  by  Chief 
Justice  Clark,  of  North  Carolina,  on 
the  attitude  of  the  judiciary  in  its  as- 
sumption of  authority  to  declare  un- 
constitutional the  measures  passed  by 
Congress,  have  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion by  reason  both  of  their  depth  of 
reasoning  and  the  authoritative  char- 
acter of  their  authorship.  Recently 
The  Chronicle  published  an  article  by 
Justice  Clark,  entitled  "Is  the  Su- 
preme Court  Constitutional?"  in 
which  the  powers  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  as  devised  by  the 
makers  of  the  Constitution,  are  clear- 
ly set  forth,  in  contrast  with  the  pow- 
ers assumed  by  that  tribunal  in  the 
present  day.  Following  is  another 
article  by  Justice  Clark,  in  which  the 
general  attitude  of  the  judiciary  is  dis- 
cussed in  an  authoritative  and  con- 
vincing manner: 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  there 
■was  presented  to  the  world  one  of  the 


most  singular  spectacles  known  to  his- 
tory. The  evils  of  our  railroad  man- 
agements, which  are  manifold  and 
serious,  had  engaged  the  thoughts  of 
the  people.  In  sympathy  with  their 
just  demands  the  President  had  recom- 
mended to  Congress  the  enactment  of 
remedial  legislation.  The  House  of 
Representatives,  after  full  debate, 
passed  a  bill  for  railroad  regulation. 
It  went  to  the  Senate.  In  that  body 
it  was  discussed  and  debated.  The 
necessity  for  such  legislation  and  the 
public  demand  for  it  were  admitted 
by  all.  As  to  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  measures  proposed,  taere 
was  a  slight  difference  of  opinion.  But 
there  was  elaborate  and  long  discus- 
sion. Over  what?  Why,  whether  the 
subordinate  Federal  judges  would  is- 
sue their  mandate  to  stop  the  execu- 
tion of  an  Act  of  the  American  Con- 
gress, passed  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  approved  by  the  President, 
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and  if  they  did  so  whether  such  man- 
dates would  be  approved  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Supreme  Court.  Nowhere 
else  on  the  globe  at  any  time  has  such 
a  spectacle  been  presented.  In  no 
other  country  in  all  time  has  it  ever 
been  claimed  that  the  Judges  thereof 
had  power  to  impose  their  veto  upon 
the  action  of  the  law-making  power. 
Elsewhere  the  judges  have  been  bound 
by  the  laws  and  are  not  superior  to 
them. 

The  text-books  tell  us  that  the  su- 
preme power  in  any  government  is  the 
law-making  iK)wer.  The  courts  are  not 
authorized  to  legislate.  They  have  no 
power  save  what  is  conferred  by  the 
.QoQstituJtion  and  the  laws  made  in 
pursuance  thereof.  Yet  there  were 
ninety  Senators,  the  representatives , 
of  forty-five  sovereign  States,  turning 
over  volumes  of  reports  and  guessing 
and  prophesying  as  to  what  five  elder- 
ly lawyers  would  or  would  not  permit, 
if  the  Congress  should  enact  it.  And 
the  final  action  taken,  shriveled  and  in- 
consistent, to  evade,  if  possible,  the  ap- 
prehended judicial  veto  is  still  but  a 
guess,  for  no  one  yet  knows,  or  can 
foretell,  what  approval  or  disapproval 
a  majority  of  the  court  may  place 
upon  the  formulated  enactment  of  the 
law-making  power. 

Not  all  the  world  besides,  With  all 
their  armies  and  navies  combined,  can 
control,  or  hinder,  or  negative  the  wiH 
of  the  90.000,000  American  people,  ex- 
pressed by  their  Congress  and  Ex 
ecutive,  as  to  the  management  of  their 
domestic  affairs.  Only  God  in  heaven 
has  power  to  say  them  nay.  Whence, 
then,  comes  this  power  of  five  men  to 
nullify  legislation  or  to  shape  it  by 
fear  of  nullification?  They  are  placed 
in  the  judicial  office  by  no  vote  of  the 
people,  and  holding  for  life,  are  not 
responsible  to  that  public  opinion 
which  is  the  cornerstone  of  a  repub- 
lican government 

So  vast  a  power  as  that  of  setting 
aside  the  will  of  a  great  people  duly 
expressed  in  the  enactment  of  their 
law  challenges  attention.  It  Is  not  a 
sufficient  reply  to  say  that  It  has  been 
done.  The  question  remains,  was  it 
ever  rightfully  done,  when  and  by 
whom  was  the  power  conferred,  is  it 
binding  on  this  generation  and  is  its 
continuance  safe?  We  should  throw 
the  lead  and  sound  the  depths  ere  the 
noble  ship  strikes  the  reef. 


One  of  the  great  fundamental  ideas 
of  all  republican  constitutions  is  that 
the  legislative,  executive  and  Judicial 
departments  shall  remain  separate  and 
distinct  from  each  other.  The  Federal 
Constitution  and  the  Constitutions  of 
most,  but  not  of  all,  the  States  gives 
the  Executive  a  veto  upon  legislation, 
but  this  is  not  absolute  and  is  subject 
to  be  disregarded  if  the  statute  is  re- 
enacted  by  a  designated  vote,  varying 
in  difTerent  States,  but  usually  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  each  House.  So  the 
legislative  department .  remains  sover- 
eign over  legislation.  After  a  statute 
is  enacted,  it  is  then  for  the  Executive 
to  execute  the  law  thus  made  and  for 
the  judiciary  to  construe  and  apply, 
and  not  nullify,  the  statute.  In  Rhode 
Island,  North  Carolina.  Ohio.  West 
Virginia  and  Delaware,  the  State  Con- 
stitution has  conferred  not  even  this 
qualified  veto  upon  the  Executive. 

But  if  the  judiciary  has  the  power 
it  claims,  to  set  aside  the  statutes  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive,  then  thar 
department  has  an  absolute  veto  which 
even  the  unanimous  vote  of  both 
houses  of  the  law-making  department 
can  not  overcome.  The  separation  of 
the  three  departments  of  government 
no  longer  exists.  The  legislative  de- 
partment can  enact  no  law  and  the 
Executive  can  put  no  law  into  force  if 
disapproved  by  a  majority  of  the  high- 
est court  In  short,  instead  of  the 
separation  and  equality  of  three  co- 
ordinate departments,  as  enjoined  by 
most  constitutions,  we  have  In  plain 
truth  judicial  supremacy. 

The  form  of  government  amounts  to 
little.  The  true  inquiry  is,  where  does 
the  ultimate  governing  power  reside? 
In  England  there  are  nominally  King, 
Lords  and  Commons,  but  the  true  Ex- 
ecutive is  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  known  as  the  Cabinet 
The  King  has  not  even  the  veto  power, 
which  he  has  not  exercised  for  200 
years.  The  veto  has  become  sole  pre- 
rogative of  the  House  of  Lords,  who 
exercise  it  only  upon  sufferance,  and 
there  is  now  on  foot  a  movement  to 
deprive  them  of  even  that  The  judges 
have  never  had  In  England  any  power 
to  set  aside  an  act  of  Parliament,  but 
are  subject  to  removal,  without  any 
charge,  by  a  majority  vote  of  that 
body. 

In  ancient  Rome  there  remained  a 
Senate   and   Tribunes   of   the   people. 
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and  the  republican  formula,  "The  Sen- 
ate and  the  Roman  People/'  was  car- 
ried at  the  head  of  the  legions  till  the 
last  day  of  the  empire,  long  centuries 
after  all  power  had  passed  from  the 
Curia  and  the  Comitia  to  the  barracks 
of  the  Pretorian  Guards,  and  during 
all  these  centuries  there  was  no  will 
or  law  or  power  in  Rome  save  that 
of  their  master. 

In  France,  years  after  Napoleon  was 
crowned  and  had  become  emperor  in 
name  as  well  as  in  fact,  the  coins,  the 
standard  of  the  army,  the  laws,  the 
public  buildings  and  legal  documents 
all  bore  the  superscription,  the 
"French  Republic." 

Forms  of  government  remain  long 
after  a  total  change  of  the  substance.' 
We  should  not  delude  ourselves  with 
the  idea  that  the  people  govern  in  this 
country,  and  that  through  the  Con- 
gress and  State  legislatures  they  shape 
their  own  destinies,  when  in  truth  and 
in  fact  they  can  not  pass  a  single 
statute,  of  any  kind  or  nature,  how- 
ever urgently  demanded,  unless  the 
statute  shall  meet  the  approval  of  a 
majority  of  the  lawyers  who  happen 
at  the  time  to  compose  the  highest 
court.  In  some  States  two  lawyers  (a 
majority  of  three)  can  thus  prevent 
of  nullify  all  legislation.  In  other 
States  three  or  four  lawyers  (accord- 
ing as  the  court  may  have  five  or 
seven  judges)  hold  the  absolute  un- 
restricted power  to  destroy  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  popular  will  by  the 
legislature,  and  five  lawyers,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Union,  staid,  venerable,  conservative, 
and  by  reason  of  their  years  not  un- 
naturally averse  to  new  measures,  can 
at  will  bring  any  movement  of  the 
people  or  of  Congress  to  an  imperative 
halt  Ninety  millions  must  stand  in- 
stantly still  at  their  command.  The 
form  of  the  enactment  of  all  laws,  if 
the  fact  were  truly  expressed,  would 
be:  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  if  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  as- 
sent thereto,"  for  Congress  can  enact 
nothing  against  their  consent. 

In  what  I  have  said,  and  in  wnat 
I  shall  say,  there  is  absolutely  noth- 
ing new.  It  is  novel  only  because  it 
is  old.  It  has  been  often  and  better 
said,  and  more  clearly  and  ably  stated 
than  I  can  possibly  state  it  I  will 
not  weary  you  by  citations  from  the 
best  and  humblest  statesmen  of  the  age 


that  formed  the  Constitution.  Their 
views  can  be  readily  found  by  those 
who  shall  care  to  examine  the  subject 
The  passage  of  the  years  and  the  prog- 
ress of  events  have  made  the  situation 
more  acute  and  more  dangerous  than 
most  may  be  aware. 

In  that  exquisite  little  poem  by  the 
late  Secretary  John  Hay,  he  tells  of 
the  steamer 

-With  her  furnace  crammed  with  rosin 
and  pine 
And  a  nigger  squat  on  her  safety- 
valve." 

And  then  the  fire 

"broke  out  as  she  cleared  the  bar." 

And  the  passengers  had 

"Faith  in  his  cussedness 
That  would  hold  her  nozzle  agin  the 

bank 
Till  the  last  galoot  was  ashore." 

And  he  tells  us 

"Jim  Bludsoe*s  ghost  went  up  alone 
In  the  smoke  of  the  Prairie  Belle." 

We  live  in  an  age  of  wonderful  de- 
velopment The  3,000,000  of  1787  have 
become  90,000,000;  the  thirteen  small 
colonies  clinging  to  the  Atlantic  Coast 
have  become  forty-six  great  common- 
wealths reaching  to  the  silent  oceans; 
the  population,  climbing  the  Alle- 
ghenles,  has  swarmed  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi, breasted  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, and  pausing  but  a  moment  on 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  has  unfurled 
the  flag  in  possessions  so  much  farther 
to  the  west  that  we  call  it  "The  East" 
No  longer  from  New  Hampshire  to 
Georgia,  but  from  Maine  to  Mahila. 
from  Porto  Rico  and  Panama  to  the 
Pole,  now  floats  the  flag  of  the  great 
Republic.  And  our  development  has 
been  greater  than  our  increase  in 
population  or  our  expansion  in  terri- 
tory. Labor-saving  machinery  has 
made  our  productive  force  per  man 
twenty-fold,  fifty-fold,  and  in  some 
cases  two  hundred-fold.  Universal 
education  has  sharpened  the  intellect 
and  elevated  the  masses.  They  think, 
they  move,  they  feel  their  power  and 
they  know  they  can  assert  it  and  have 
a  right  to  do  so.  Material  wealth  has 
multiplied  faster  than  men.  The 
earth  has  given  up  its  unsuspected 
treasures.  Our  single  bank  of  1790 
has  been  replaced  by  more  than  15,- 
000    banks.      Our    seventy-five    post- 
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offices  have  become  75,000,  and  the 
rural  delivery  carries  the  mall  to  the 
country  firesides.  The  railroad,  the 
steamboat,  the  telegraph,  the  telephone 
have  brought  the  masses  closer  to- 
gether, and  the  quick  exchange  of  in- 
telligence i!nakes  prompt  organization 
feasible. 

With  limitless  power  of  men  and 
means,  with  quickened  intelligence 
and  unconquerable  independence,  with 
her  engines  "crammed  with  rosin  and 
pine,*'  this  great  throbbing,  pulsing 
Ship  of , State  has  swung  off  from  Pier 
138— to  quote  Mark  Twain.  Its  safety- 
valve  Is  the  free  expression  of  the 
people's  will  and  its  execution  as  their 
chosen  representative  have  written  It 
on  the  statute  books.  But  as  the  great 
ship  heads  down  stream,  we  find  the 
Court  "squat  on  the  safety-valve."  It 
held  for  100  years  that  the  rich  might 
be  taxed  on  their  incomes,  and  then 
suddenly  by  the  change  of  a  single 
Judge,  five  against  four,  it  held  that 
the  almost  unanimous  vote  of  both 
houses  of  Congress  and  approved  by 
the  President  had  no  effect  in  these 
United  States,  and  thus,  contrary  to 
law,  this  one  lawyer  transferred  more 
than  1100,000,000  of  annual  taxation 
from  the  sui>erfluous  wealth  of  the 
rich  and  placed  it  on  the  backs  of  the 
poor,  where  that  burden  has  remained 
for  fourteen  years.  No  king  in  Eu- 
rope could  have  thus  repealed  such  a 
statute  enacted  by  his  people  without 
an  explosion  that  would  have  brought 
the  very  pillars  of  the  State  about  his 
head.  The  people  of  New  York,  in 
pity  for  the  overtaxed  laborers  in  a 
certain  calling,  passed  an  act  limiting 
their  hours  of  labor.  The  highest 
court  of  the  State  saw  no  occasion  or 
right  to  intervene,  but  the  Federal  Su- 
preme Court,  interfering  with  purely 
local  legislation  which  could  affect  no 
one  but  the  residents  of  that  State, 
told  the  people  of  New  York  that  they 
could  not  free  the  bondsmen  and 
bondswomen  who  were  laboring  be- 
yond their  strength. 

Up  till  1844  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  held  that  corporations 
were  not  "citizens,"  and  hence  a  non- 
resident corporation  could  not  go  into 
the  Federal  courts,  but  must  sue  and 
be  sued  in  the  State  courts.  This  was 
then  changed  by  the  court  holding,  to 
the  advantage,  as  it  proved,  of  rail- 
roads and  trusts,  that  a  corporation 
is  a  "citizen."     About  the  same  time 


the  court  held  with  its  new  lights, 
that  a  corporation  was  a  "citizen,"  it 
held  that  a  negro  was  not  a  citizen. 
What  the  court  would  have  held  to  be 
the  status  of  a  corporation  composed 
of  negroes  is  still  a  problem. 

I  might  go  on  and  give  case  after 
case  of  interference  with  legislation  by 
the  non-legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  I  am  preferring  no  bill 
of  indictment  against  any  judges  past 
or  present.  I  am  not  questioning  their 
ability  or  their  motives.  But  as  an 
American  citizen,  talking  to  American 
citizens,  I  do  question  the  assertion  by 
the  Judiciary  of  the  power  to  set  aside 
the  will  of  the  people  so  lightly  and 
so  often.  I  plainly  see  the  danger  of 
thwarting  that  will  to  the  extent  that 
it  has  been  done,  and  to  the  greater 
extent  which  is  threatened. 

There  is  a  law  in  physics  "the  great- 
er the  repression  the  greater  the  ex- 
plosion." If  the  fire  "breaks  out  when 
the  ship  of  State  has  crossed  the  bar," 
Jim  Bludsoe's  ghost  may  not  "go  up 
alone  in  the  smoke  of  the  Prairie 
Belle."  Society  will  be  shaken  to  its 
foundations.  In  the  language  of  the 
day,  "It  is  best  not  to  monkey  with 
the  safety-valve." 

One  of  our  own  poets  has  said: 
"The  moor  at  Marston  felt  its  tread. 
Through  Jersey  snows  the  march  it 
led." 

It  was  called  the  spirit  of  liberty.  It 
was  the  movement  of  a  growing  peo- 
ple expanding  their  chests,  feeling 
their  power  and  resolved  to  live  their 
own  lives  more  in  their  own  way. 
Charles  the  First  was  a  moral  man 
and  a  good  king,  as  kings  go.  In  his 
claim  of  prerogative,  he  was  undoubt- 
edly right,  if  past  customs  and  acquies- 
cence could  give  the  right,  and  if  the 
hand  of  the  dead  could  chill  and  re- 
press the  beating  hearts  of  the  living; 
but  England  had  outlived  feudalism 
and  exactions  of  baron  and  king.  At 
Naseby,  at  Edgehill,  at  Marston  Moor 
the  troopers  of  Cromwell  trampled  the 
outworn  order  of  things  into  the  mire. 
The  restoration  of  1660  was  upon  con- 
dition of  a  statute  recognizing  the  ex- 
tinction of  feudalism.  But  the  re- 
stored Stuarts  did  not  recognize  the 
new  spirit  of  the  age.  James  II.  still 
thought  it  possible  that  a  king  could 
reign  In  England.  But  since  1688. 
though  there  have  been  many  kings 
in  England,  no  king  has  reigned  there. 
The  first  statute  of  William  and  Mary 
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formulated  what  has  been  gained,  and 
the  first  eight  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  our  Fed- 
eral Bill  of  Rights,  are  taken  from 
that  statute. 

George  the  Third  thought  he  could 
reign  in  America,  if  not  in  England. 
Lexington  and  Concord,  and  Bunker 
Hill  and  Saratoga  and  Torktown  shat- 
tered his  dream.  If  we  could  not  be 
governed  by  a  hereditary  king,  can 
the  will  of  the  people  be  held  in  check 
and  nullified  by  five  lawyers?  If  a 
State  enacts  rate  regulation  of  com- 
mon carriers,  shall  a  subordinate  Fed- 
eral judge  throw  the  statute  back  in 
our  faces?  If  Congress  shall  enact 
regulation  of  carriers,  taxation  of  in- 
comes, and  the  legal  tender  quality 
of  our  money,  shall  the  judge  say  to 
the  contrary?  If  our  Congress  and  our 
legislatures  can  not  legislate  for  us, 
where  did  a  few  lawyers,  wearing 
gowns,  get  the  right  to  say  what  our 
laws  shall  be?  Who  gave  them  the 
power?  This  generation  did  not,  for 
the  laws  express  the  public  will  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  the  judges.  The 
only  reply  that  comes  to  us  is  that 
the  generation  of  1787.  most  of  whom 
have  been  dead  more  than  100  years, 
gave  these  judges  the  power  to  deny 
to  this  generation  the  right  to  make 
their  own  laws. 

The  doctrine  of  judicial  supremacy, 
of  the  right  of  the  courts  to  disallow 
laws,  rests  upon  no  other  basis.  It 
did  not  exist  in  England.  No  judcre 
there  has  ever  asserted  it  to  be  a  ju- 
dicial function.  It  did  not  exist  under 
the  first  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Our  second  Constitution,  which 
was  created  by  the  Federal  Convention 
in  Philadelphia  in  1787.  contains  no 
word  or  a  line  conferring  such  power 
on  the  courts  or  giving  any  intimation 
of  so  doing.  That  convention  sat  wit^ 
closed  doors,  under  a  resolution  thP^ 
no  member  should  divulge  its  proceed- 
ings. The  Joumel  was  kept  secret  and 
first  published  forty-nine  years  later 
with  Madison's  notes.  From  that  we 
see  that  the  proposition  to  give  to  t^ 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  power  to 
hold  an  &ct  of  Congress  unconstitu- 
tional was  proposed,  and  that  in  its 
least  objectionable  form.  i.  e.,  before 
the  ratification  of  an  act  (as  with  the 
Presidential  veto).  It  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Madison,  afterward  President, 
and  by  James  Wilson,  afterward  Judge 


of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
and  others,  but  was  voted  down  on 
June  4th,  receiving  the  votes  of  only 
two  States.  The  motion  was  renewed 
no  less  than  three  times,  {.  e.',  on  June 
6th,  July  21st,  and  finally  on  August 
15th,  and  at  no  time  received  the  votes 
of  more  than  three  States,  though  thus 
earnestly  pressed  by  infiuentlal  mem- 
bers. On  this  last  occasion,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer thus  voiced  the  sentiment  of  the 
convention:  "He  disapproved  of  the 
doctrine  that  the  judges,  as  expositors 
of  the  Constitution,  should  have  au- 
thority to  declare  a  law  void.  He 
thought  laws  ought  to  be  well  and  cau- 
tiously made,  and  then  to  be  uncon- 
trovertible." 

After  the  decisive  refusal  of  the  con- 
vention of  1787  to  give  this  authority 
to  the  judges,  the  matter  lay  quiet  for 
fourteen  years,  when  it  was  an- 
nounced by  John  Marshall  in  Marbury 
versus  Madison  in  an  obiter  dictum. 
But  as  the  Court,  though  asserting  its 
abstract  right  to  declare  an  act  un- 
constitutional, concluded  by  dismiss- 
ing the  action  because  Congress  had 
not  allowed  it  to  issue  a  mandamus, 
nor  issue  was  raised  with  President 
Jefferson,  who,  it  was  known,  would 
not  permit  execution  of  the  order  of 
the  Court 

The  power  was  not  conferred.  The 
Constitution  shows  that.  The  conven- 
tion refused  to  give  it.  The  journals 
are  evidence  of  this.  It  is  a  power 
without  precedent.  It  is  unknown  in 
England,  whence  we  derive  our  legal 
origins.  A  dietinguished  North  Caro- 
linian. Major  J.  E.  Hale,  while  our 
Consul  to  Manchester,  delivered  a  lec- 
ture on  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  A  noble  earl  who  sat  in  front 
of  him  asked:  "You  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  your  Congress  and  Senate 
can  pass  a  law  and  the  President  ap- 
prove it,  and  then  anv  little  judge  in 
the  land  can  hold  it  invalid,  and,  on 
appeal,  a  majority  of  the  Supreme 
Court  can  kill  It,  without  power  of 
resurrection?"  He  wa^  *^old  that  this 
was  true.  "O  heavens,"  he  said,  "what 
would  we  not  give  for  a  thing  like 
that  to  keep  these  Gladstonians 
down!" 

It  is  true  that  in  England  there  is 
no  written  constitution,  but  if  the 
judges  possessed  the  power,  they  could 
hold  an  act  unconstitutional  because 
"contrary  to   the   Magna   Charta."   or 
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"not  due  process  of  law,"  or  because 
"interfering  with  the  right  to  con- 
tract." and  for  other  sonorous  reasons 
so  readily  given  by  our  courts.  In 
Germany,  France,  Norway  and  Swe- 
den, Canada  and  Australia  and  other 
countries,  all  of  which,  even  Russia, 
Japan  and  Persia,  now  have  constitu- 
tions, the  invasion  of  the  legislative 
domain  oy  tne  courts  in  setting  aside 
a  law  is  equally  unknown.  Ask  a 
French  judge  why  de  does  not  so  hold. 
He  will  turn  his  palms  down,  shrug 
his  shoulders,  and  say:  "Those  depu- 
ties know  as  much  about  the  Constitu- 
tion as  I  do."  A  recent  attempt  to  in- 
troduce the  doctrine  in  the  new  Com- 
monwealth of  Australia  was  promptly 
negatived. 

If  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
the  power  on  the  judges  it  would  not 
have  made  it  absolute,  but  would  sure- 
ly have  made  it  reviewable,  like  the 
Presidential  veto.  And  it  would  have 
made  it  enforceable.  But  President 
Jefferson  disregarded  it  when  the 
Court  made  its  judgment.  In  the 
Georgia  case  Jackson  left  it  unen- 
forced, merely  saying,  "John  Marshall 
has  made  his  decree,  now  let  him  en- 
force it,"  and  it  was  never  of  any 
etrect.  Mr.  Lincoln  did  the  same  in 
the  Merry  man  case.  The  whole  coun- 
try knows  how  little  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  was  of  any  effect. 

In  short,  the  doctrine  is  without  pre- 
vious precedent,  is  without  authority 
in  the  Constitution,  is  unnecessary  be- 
cause not  required  elsewhere,  and  un- 
enforceable except  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Executive,  and  its  exercise  is  un- 
democratic and  unsafe. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  suppose  an  act 
is  against  the  very  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  is  very  rarely  the 
case.  The  answer  is  that,  as  in  other 
countries,  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture are  sworn  to  obey  the  Constitu- 
tion. There  is  equal  patriotism  and 
in  so  large  a  body  usually  more  legal 
ability  than  in  the  court.  If  the  legis- 
lature or  Congress  mistake  the  Con- 
stitution, the  people  can  correct  it  at 
the  next  election;  whereas,  if  the  court 
mistakes  it.  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
whole  electorate  is  po;verless  to  cor- 
rect it. 

No  more  adroit  flattery  can  be  ad- 
dressed by  lawyers  to  a  judge  than  the 
implied  suggestion  that  while  the  leg- 
islature has  been  Ignorant,  or  wilfully 


disregardful  of  their  oaths  to  obey  the 
Constitution,  or  corrupt,  the  courts  are 
superior  to  all  these  things.  But  are 
judges  infallible?  They  are  not  so 
when  at  the  bar.  What  divine  unction 
falls  upon  them  on  ascending  the 
bench?  We  all  know  that  the  minor- 
ity of  the  court  is  fallible,  and  those 
who  have  ever  heard  the  comments 
of  the  lawyers  of  the  losing  party  In 
a  cause  will  doubt  if  the  majority  o 
the  court  are  as  Infallible  as  they 
think. 

I  can  not  better  conduae  than  in  the 
following  words  of  the  late  Judge  Sey- 
mour D.  Thompson  in  his  address  to 
the  State  Bar  Association  of  Texas  in 
1896.  Judge  Thompson  was  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  of  this  country.  He 
was  the  author  of  many  legal  works, 
for  many  years  editor  of  the  Ameri- 
can Law  Review  and  at  one  time  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  Missouri.  I 
quote  from  30  American  Law  Review, 
September,  1896,  pp.  697-699.   He  said: 

"There  is  danger,  real  danger,  that 
the  people  will  see  at  one  sweeping 
glance  that  all  the  powers  of  their 
government.  Federal  and  State,  lie  at 
the  feet  of  a  judiciary  oligarchy; 
that  those  powers  are  being  steadily 
exercised  in  behalf  of  the  wealthy  and 
powerful  classes,  and  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  scattered  and  segregated  peo- 
ple; that  the  power  thus  seized  in- 
cludes the  power  of  superintending  the 
action,  not  merely  of  Congress,  but 
also  of  the  State  legislatures;  the 
power  of  degrading  the  powers  of  the 
two  houses  of  Congress,  in  making 
those  investigations  which  they  may 
deem  necessary  to  wise  legislation;  to 
the  powers  which  an  English  court  has 
ascribed  to  British  colonial  legisla- 
tures; the  power  of  superintending 
the  judiciary  of  the  States,  of  annul- 
ling their  judgments  and  commanding 
them  what  Judgments  to  render;  the 
power  of  denying  to  Congress  the 
power  to  raise  revenue  by  a  method 
employed  by  all  governments;  making 
the  fundamental  sovereign  powers  of 
government,  such  as  the  power  of  tax- 
ation, the  subject  of  barter  between 
corrupt  legislatures  and  private  adven- 
turers; holding  that  a  venal  legisla- 
ture, temporarily  invested  with  power, 
may  corruptly  bargain  away  those 
essential  attributes  of  sovereignty  and 
for  all  time;  that  corporate  franchises 
bought  from  corrupt  legislatures  are 
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sanctified  and  placed  forever  beyond 
recall  by  the  people;  that  great  trusts 
and  combinations  may  place  their 
yokes  upon  the  necks  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  who  must  groan 
forever  under  the  weight,  without  rem- 
edy and  without  hope;  that  trial  by 
Jury  and  the  ordinary  criminal  justice 
of  the  States,  which  ought  to  be  kept 
near  the  people,  are  to  be  set  aside, 
and  Federal  court  injunctions  substi- 
tuted therefor;  that  those  injunctions 
extend  to  preventing  laboring  men 
quitting  their  employment,  although 
they  are  liable  to  be  discharged  by 
their    employers    at    any    time,    thus 


creating  and  perpetuating  a  state  of 
slavery.  There  is  danger  that  the  peo- 
ple will  see  these  things  all  at  once; 
see  their  enrobed  Judges  doing  their 
thinking  on  the  side  of  the  rich  and 
powerful;  see  them  look  with  solemn 
cynicism  upon  the  sufferings  of  the 
masses,  nor  heed  the  earthquake  when 
it  begins  to  rock  beneath  their  feet; 
see  them  present  a  spectacle  not  un- 
like that  of  Nero  fiddling  while  Rome 
bums.  There  is  danger  that  the  peo- 
ple will  see  all  this  at  one  sudden 
glance,  and  that  the  furies  will  then 
break  loose  and  that  all  hell  will  ride 
on  their  wings." 


DEBS  AT  HOME. 


Here  in  Terre  Haute,  where  "Gene" 
Debs  lives,  everybody  admires  him.  All 
who  know  him  personally,  love  him. 
He  has  no  personal  enemies;  he  has 
enemies,  but  they  do  not  know  him. 
He  has  none  in  Terre  Haute.  Many 
here  would  like  to  hang  his  ideas,  but 
the  man,  the  strong  personality,  the 
gentleness  and  cordiality  of  his  greet- 
ing when  he  meets  his  neighbors  and 
fellow-citizens  disarm  all  prejudice. 
Politicians  here,  as  elsewhere,  fear 
him,  for  they  know  that  his  intrepid 
soul  knows  and  permits  no  intellectual 
fears,  stoops  to  no  intellectual  prosti- 
tution. He  is  as  open  and  fearless 
when  called  upon  for  an  opinion  upon 
any  matter  of  local  interest  as  he  is 
when  he  assails  the  capitalist  system. 

I  remember  first  seeing  him  in  the 
editorial  office  of  the  Locomotive  Fire- 
men's Magazine.  I  was  struck  by  his 
alertness  and  the  unhesitating  speed  of 
his  work,  whether  engaged  in  writing 
or  arranging  the  details  of  printing, 
mailing  or  distributing  the  great  maga- 
zine among  the  thousands  of  workers 
who  read  and  had  profitable  enjoyment 
from  its  pages.  I  next  remember  his 
home-coming  after  the  A.  R.  U.  had 
won  the  Great  Northern  strike.  An 
immense  throng  met  him  at  the  depot 
with  the  Ringgold  Band,  drum  corps 
and  torchlights.  They  had  a  carriage 
for  him,  but  he  protested  and  took  his 
place  in  the  ranks  with  the  men — only 
a  look  of  Joy  shone  on  his  face,  nothing 
of  exultation;  he  was  as  unconscious 
of  himself  then  as  he  seems  ever  to 


be  and  Is.  The  shouts  of  "Welcome, 
home"  seemed  only  to  elate  and  inspire 
his  soul  to  do  more  for  the  cause  of 
labor.  Then  I  remember  (I  was  a  Re- 
publican at  the  time)  reading  of  the 
awful  strike  begun  in  Chicago  in  1894. 
I  shared  with  others  in  my  Ignorance 
in  condemnation  of  the  things  reported 
from  Chicago.  I  commiserated  his  con- 
finement in  Jail  at  Woodstock,  but  be-, 
lieved,  as  millions  equally  as  ignorant 
as  I  was  then  believed,  that  the  laws 
had  been  upheld.  I  know  now  the  de- 
tails of  the  wrongs  that  in  the  name 
of  law  and  order  were  heaped  upon 
the  cause  of  labor  then,  and  under- 
stand the  superb  courage  and  patience 
of  labor's  greatest  and  most-far-seeing 
leader — Debs. 

When  he  came  from  Woodstock  jail 
to  Terre  Haute  there  were  no  welcom- 
ing shouts,  no  band,  no  drums,  no  car- 
riaeres:  he  walked  alone  with  his  wife 
to  their  home  near  the  Union  Station, 
and  from  that  day  his  mental  and  SDir- 
itual  growth  has  been  constant  and 
glorious. 

I  do  not  know  much  of  those  long 
fallow  years  when  he  went  deep  Into 
the  movement  of  thines.  I  became  a 
Socialist  in  1899,  entirely  uninfluenced 
and  alone.  I  emerged  and  found  my- 
self and  a  new  life,  a  new  outlook,  and 
stand  now  serenely,  knowing  that  the 
end  of  capitalism  is  in  sight  and  the 
day  of  better  things  is  certain. 

I  feel  yet  the  throb  of  his  heart  in 
his  great  strong  hand  when  I  told  him 
I  had  taken  my  place  on  the  side  of  the 
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barricades,  where  the  cause  of  labor 
must  soon  entrench  Itself.  Prom  that 
time  I  have  seen  him  intimately  at  all 
hours  of  the  day,  under  all  circun> 
stances,  and  found  him  always  sure  in 
knowledge  of  the  future,  with 'unlim- 
ited faith  in  humanity,  and  never  once 
faltering.  I  know  unnumbered  things 
he  has  done  for  the  "A.  R.  U.  boys," 
know  how  he  has  gone  to  their  per- 
sonal assistance,  not  only  with  inspir- 
ing sympathy,  but  with  substantial 
help.  His  mail  often  brings  him 
words  of  courage  and  good  cheer  from 
those  who  have  come  into  the  light 
with  him,  and  these  are  the  things 
that  go  deepest  to  his  heart.  He  keen- 
ly suffers  with  the  workers  in  all  their 
industrial  battles,  but  sees  now  only 
the  greater  lesson  to  them  he  himself 
learned  in  the  A.  R  U.  strike.  In  that 
strike  he  learned  that  labor  was  power- 
less with  the  courts,  the  laws,  police, 
the  military  and  every  power  of  gov- 
ernment in  the  hands  of  capital,  and 
always  ready  to  weaken,  if  not  destroy, 
unions,  unionism  and  union  leaders. 
He  often  speaks  of  Woodstock  Jail  as 
the  greatest  school  where  he  learned 
to  study  and  understand  the  value  of 
the  only  weapon  by  which  labor  can 
ever  come  to  its  own,  "the  ballot" 

He  loves  to  tell  the  stories  of  his 
childhood  experiences,  and  the  experi- 
ences of  his  early  manhood  as  town 
clerk  and  as  a  member  of  the  Indiana 
legislature  one  term,  his  five  years*  ex- 
perience in  Hulman's  wholesale  grocery 
house,  of  his  Joy  in  firing  a  locomotive 
on  the  Vandalia  Railroad,  and  of  his 
grief  because  his  aged  mother  could 
not  sleep  when  he  started  out  with  his 
engine,  fearing  something  might  befall 
him,  and  how,  to  make  her  happy,  he 
quit  the  Job. 

I  find  him  very  often,  even  in  these 
days  of  pressing  work,  reading  all 
alone  to  his  old  father,  who  is  eighty- 
three  years  of  age  and  almost  blind.  It 
is  good  to  see  this  man  who  Is  known 
in  more  countries  and  to  more  human 
beings  than  any  other  living  man,  sur- 
rendering himself  completely  to  his 
friends  when  they  call  upon  him. 
Three  weeks  ago  he  and  his  comrade 
wife,  Katherine  Debs  (he  calls  her 
"Kate")  came  to  spend  the  evening 
with  my  family.  We  had  many  neigh- 
bors with  us,  and  at  the  precise  hour 
agreed  upon  "Gene**  came  down  the 
street  on  his  bicycle  and  went  to  the 
kitchen    and    without   assistance    pre- 


pared the  supper.  You,  comrades,  who 
have  seen  this  man  of  heart  and  soul, 
poised  like  a  panther  when  he  steps 
upon  the  platform  and  hurls  the  words 
that  scorch  and  flash  like  fire,  should 
have  seen  the  gleam  of  domestic  pleas- 
ure and  joyous  comradeship  when  he 
stood  in  a  long  apron  and  enthusiastic- 
ally cooked  a  good  supper  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  "Old  Red  House**  on 
Sixth  Street,  where  so  many  "Soapbox 
Travelers  and  Apostles  of  Truth**  have 
found  shelter  and  food  and  repaired 
their  raiment.  And  then  after  supper, 
until  after  midnight,  we  saw  his  soul 
aflame  upon  his  face  as  he  recited  the 
wrongs  of  labor  in  Colorado  and  told 
of  the  heroism  of  the  outraged  com- 
rades and  workers  in  accursed  Tellu- 
ride. 

Again,  he  loves  best,  I  am  sure,  to  go 
out  into  the  country.  We  often  go  to- 
gether. The  last  time  we  drove  ten 
miles  under  the  trees  along  the  Wa- 
bash, and  when  his  quick  eye  saw  a 
Kentucky  cardinal  in  the  woods,  he 
stopped  the  horse  and  sat  listening  to 
the  clear  falling  notes  of  this  sweet 
whistler,  and  when  we  heard  a  mock- 
ing bird,  like  a  child,  he  clasped  his 
hands  together  and  was  lost  as  long 
as  the  song  lasted  in  worshipful  adora- 
tion of  the  wondrous  music  that  stirred 
the  still  atmosphere  into  responsive 
vibration.  After  our  dinner  at  a  farm- 
house we  sat  on  a  fallen  "naked  syca- 
more** on  the  "banks  of  the  Wabash,*' 
and  there  I  saw  deeper  into  the  soul  of 
this  great  comrade  and  brother.  The 
universality  of  his  vision  was  revealed 
and  he  poured  forth,  as  though  in- 
spired, an  analysis  of  world  conditions, 
a  forecast  of  things  certain  to  occur, 
that  made  almost  the  waters  In  the 
river  stop,  listen  and  applaud.  He  de- 
scribed with  great  particularity  the 
Chicago  Republican  convention  (it  was 
before  It  occurred,  some  time  in  early 
May),  its  certainty  to  be  a  dull,  apa- 
thetic, heartless  proceeding,  and  the  St 
Louis  convention  marking  the  disin- 
tegration of  a  great  political  party, 
Bryan*s  dying  struggle  to  save  the 
Democracy  and  the  utter  impossibility 
of  preventing  the  coming  together  of 
capitalists,  powers  and  influences,  the 
effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  workers, 
the  revelation  of  the  true  position  of 
capital  vs.  labor,  and  the  tremendous 
and  resistless  growth  of  the  Socialist 
movement.  If  he  had  had  ten  thous- 
and workers  before  him,  he  could  not 
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have  uttered  more  polished  sentences, 
more  words  of  deep  significance,  more 
prophetic  epigrams,  than  I  heard  alone, 
sitting  on  the  fallen  sycamore.  But 
such  things  are  not  lost;  he  has  ut- 
tered as  great  things  to  men  who 
seamed  as  trees,  but  some  day  these 
same  men  will  more  as  though  a  tor- 
nadic  wind  was  upon  them,  and  then 
they  will  remember  when  and  where 
they  heard  the  first  great  words  that 
inspired  ^em. 

It  was  near  six  o'clock  when  we  came 
home,  and  the  toil-stained  workers 
were  going  in  all  directions  to  their 
cottages,  huts,  hovels,  boathouses  and 
tents.  I  shall  never  forget  the  look  of 
compassionate  understanding  that 
came  into  his  face  as  he  reiterated 
some  of  the  things  he  had  so  eloquently 
uttered  in  their  behalf  to  the  Wabash 
sycamore  that  afternoon,  but  now  his 
« words  find  open  ears  and  go  clear  and 
welcome  to  hungry  hearts.  Tl^e  words 
of  this  great  comrade  are  finding  lodg- 
ment and  bearing  fruitage,  and  the 
time  of  emancipation  is  not  far  off. 

You  comrades  do  not  mistake  the  sig- 
nificance of  events. 

I  know  a  million  men  and  women 
are  alive  in  America  today  and  millions 
more  will  soon  be  ready  to  help  create 
the  co-operative  commonwealth.  Where 
men  and  women,  great  in  soul  and 
mind  and  strong  in  bodies  and  sure  in 
life,  shall  be  industrially  free  and 
realize  the  beneficence  and  uplifting 
power  of  industrial  democracy.  In  that 
day  we  can  know  more  of  and  better 
understand  "Debs  at  Home,"  for  now 
he  is  tireless  and  a  wandering  agitator, 
an  apostle  of  truth,  an  awakener  of  the 
dead  in  spirit. 

What  would  humanity  be  without 
such  men,  produced  from  their  long- 
ings and  aspirations?  When  you  see 
him,  give  him  the  best  love  of  your 
heart;  inspire  and  encourage  him  for 
yet  better  efforts  in  your  behalf.  His 
life  Is  yours,  ye  toilers;  his  heart,  his 
brain,  his  body,  his  soul,  are  aflame 
with  truth  in  your  cause.  Go  the  jour- 
ney with  him  for  your  own  sake.  He 
is  not  your  leader,  he  is  your  comrade. 
He  is  bone  and  marrow,  flesh  and  blood 
of  and  for  you.  You  will  not  soon  see 
his  like  again.  There  are  everywhere 
now,  in  all  countries  of  the  world, 
other  great  comrades,  but  nature  will 
not  soon  conspire  again  to  produce  an- 
other Debs. — Stephen  Marion  Reynolds 
in  St.  Louis  Lahor. 


Independence  and  Liberty. 

From  the  earliest  dawn  of  history 
the  soul  of  man  has  aspired  to  inde- 
pendence and  liberty.  The  desire  was 
not  bom  with  the  sires  of  '76.  nor  first 
expressed  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, since  ages  before  that  poets 
had  sung  of  the  sweet  flower  of  lib- 
erty, and  brave  men  had  given  their 
lives  to  secure  independence  from 
tyrant  and  king.  Leonidas  dying  at 
Thermopylie,  Judas  Maccabees  mar- 
shaling the  Jews  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Romans,  Charles  Martel 
hammering  the  invading  Saracens 
from  Europe,  Joan  of  Arc  battling  for 
her  native  king.  Huguenots  and  Puri- 
tans fleeing  to  America  from  the 
restraints  that  surrounded  them,  all 
had  visions  of  independence  and  lib- 
erty, as  they  saw  them,  that  glorified 
to  them  the  future  and  transfigured 
them  before  the  eyes  of  men. 

But,  after  all,  it  was  only  a  partial 
vision  these  men  and  women  had. 
They  were  hampered,  as  we  are,  by  en- 
vironment; their  aims  were  not  full, 
their  work  was  not  perfect.  The  Gre- 
cian who  was  ready  to  repel  a  Persian 
tyrant  would  accept  an  Alexander; 
the  Maid  of  Orleans,  chafing  for  free- 
dom from  foreign  domination,  saw  in 
her  sweet  virgin  visions  nothing  bet- 
ter thian  the  rulership  of  a  French 
king  in  France;  the  Puritan  who 
sought  on  the  shores  of  New  England 
•'freedom  to  worship  God"  was  ready 
to  drive  a  Roger  Williams  or  Anne 
Hutchinson  from  his  community:  and 
even  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  suppressed  the  para- 
graph which  demanded  liberty  for  the 
negro. 

Their  very  expressions,  the  very 
words  they  used,  to  voice  the  aspira- 
.tion  that  burned  within  them,  were 
circumscribed  and  Inadequate.  For 
countless  centuries  the  world  looked 
forward  to  liberty  and  Independence  as 
the  acme  of  its  hopes,  and  both  were 
inadequate,  because  they  failed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  great  social  life 
which  is  at  the  base  of  all  advance- 
ment. 

The  man  who  would  be  independent 
cannot  be  social.  He  must  go  to  the 
wilderness  and  live  and  die  unto  him- 
self, building  his  own  house,  tilling 
his  own  field,  making  his  own  cloth- 
ing,  providing  his  own   amusements. 
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If  he  should  specialize  his  effort,  and 
if  he  should  look  toward  his  fellow- 
man»  he  ceases  to  be  independent;  for 
upon  one  he  becomes  dependent  for  his 
shoes,  another  for  the  cloth  in  his  coat, 
another  for  the  salt  that  seasons  his 
food,  and  upon  an  army  of  men  and 
women  for  the  articles  that  supply  him 
with  comfort  and  variety. 

If  he  would  have  liberty  he  must 
not  be  restrained.  The  civil  law  re- 
stricting him  in  the  use  of  land^  the 
unwritten  social  law  prescribing  what 
is  fit  and  decent,  and  the  moral  law 
suggesting  that  he  restrain  certain 
propensities  he  may  have,  are  all 
limits  to  his  liberty.  It  is  only  as  he 
abrogates  all  these,  throws  aside  the 
claims  of  society  and  the  suggestions 
of  sentiment  and  humanity,  doing  only 
as  his  whim  or  notion  may  dictate, 
that  he  can  have  perfect  liberty. 

But  of  late  years  there  has  grown 
up  a  higher  conception  of  things,  a 
more  clear-seeing  idealism  which  de- 
mands neither  the  independence  of  the 
pioneer  and  ascetic,  nor  the  liberty  of 
the  anarchist  or  voluptuary.  Instead 
of  independence  it  sneaks  of  interde- 
pendence; instead  of  liberty  it  seeks 
for  freedom. 

Interdependence  is  the  order  of  or- 
ganization, the  law  of  society  and  com- 
pierce.  It  is  not  servile,  but  it  serves. 
While  independence  limits  one  to  his 
own  talent  and  capacity,  interdepend- 
ence brings  to  his  touch  the  talents 
and  capacity  of  all  men,  the  wide  world 
over.  Whether  In  iron  machinery  or 
in  social  life,  interdependence  assem- 
bles Darts  and  uses  them  in  beautiful 
harmony,  to  the  accomplishment  of 
^and  results.  Independence  clothed 
the  world  in  skins;  interdependence 
has  robed  It  Jn  silks  and  fabrics  of 
textures  and  tints  that  delight  the  eye. 
Independence  ate  meat  burned  on  coals 
and  bread  made  from  cracked  com; 
interdependence  searches  the  world 
for  delicious  and  wholesome  foods  and 
serves  them  temptingly  in  every  home. 
Independence  lived  in  the  cave,  the 
hollov-  tree,  the  wigwam  or  the  tent; 
interdependence  builds  the  modem 
cottage  and  the  palace  of  glass. 

TheUi  liberty  has  grown  ,  into  a 
higher  feeling  for  freedom.  There  is 
liberty  in  the  wood,  far  from  society; 
but  there  is  freedom  of  motion  in  well- 
regulated  association.  The  perfect 
machine,    moving    in    rhythm,    Is    so 


Jointed  and  attached,  part  to  part,  that 
there  is  no  liberty  for  any;  yet  with 
what  splendid  freedom  it  moves,  fric- 
tionless  and  logically,  working  out  its 
marvelous  design! 

This  is  the  highest  destiny  of  man, 
the  perfection  of  evolution  from  the 
solitary  life  of  Eden  to  the  higher  so- 
ciety of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. — 
Evgene  V.  Debs. 


INJUNCTION  REMEDY 


Professor   Commons    Suggests 
Law  on  Lines  of  British  Act« 


Discussing  recent  Supreme  Court  de- 
cisions in  the  American  Federationist, 
Prof.  John  R.  Commons  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin  says: 

"I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  way 
of  meeting  the  situation  which  is  more 
effective  and  at  the  same  time  more 
just  to  all  parties  than  to  adopt  essen- 
tially the  terms  of  the  British  trades 
disputes  act  of  1906.  It  is  a  most  sig- 
nificant fact  that  this  act  was  drafted 
by  the  present  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, corresponding  to  the  chief  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  aided  by  other  lead- 
ing lawyers,  and  it  can  be  taken  for 
granted  that  the  act  is  both  just  and 
effective.  The  substance  of  the  act 
lies  in  section  4,  as  follows:  'Any  ac- 
tion against  a  trades  union,  whether  of 
workmen  or  masters,  or  against  any 
member  or  officials  thereof  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  all  other  members 
of  the  trades  union  in  respect  to  any 
tortious  act  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  or  on  behalf  of  the  trades 
union  shall  not  be  entertained  by  any 
court.' 

"It  will  be  seen  that  this  section 
avoids  the  charge  of  class  legislation 
since  it  applies  both  to  trades  unions 
and  employers'  associations.  On  this 
ground  no  injunction  or  other  action 
would  lie  against  employers  for  main- 
taining a  blacklist,  and  none  could 
lie  against  the  union  for  supporting  a 
boycott.  It  applies  also,  of  course,  to 
strikes  and  lockouts." 


Do  you  know  that  today  you  can  pur- 
chase every  kind  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticle that  bears  the  label? 
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BOPE  REPLIES  TO  ELLIS 

ON  INJUNCTION  PLANK 


Urged  by  Labor  to  Do  So  and  Also  Thinks  He  is  More 
Neariy  in  EHis'  Class. 


George  W.  Bope,  of  Columbus,  gen- 
eral counsel  for  an  international  labor 
organization  and  attorney  for  several 
labor  organizations,  upon  request  from 
these  bodies,  makes  reply  to  Attorney 
General  Wade  H.  Ellis  in  his  attempted 
defense  of  the  anti-injunction  plank  in 
the  Chicago  platform. 

The  subject  of  Mr.  Bope*s  communi- 
cation is  the  alleged  reply  of  Mr.  Ellis 
to  William  J.  Bryan's  strictures  of  the 
Republican  platform.  While  respond- 
ing to  the  requests  of  the  union  or- 
ganization he  represents,  Mr.  Bope 
makes  this  reply  to  Mr.  Ellis  on  an- 
other account 

"Mr.  Bryan  probably  will  not  notice 
Mr.  Ellis*  effort,  being  a  pretty  busy 
man  just,  now,"  said  Mr.  Bope.  "Be- 
sides, I  am  more  nearly  in  Mr.  Ellis* 
class." 

In  his  open  letter  to  the  attorney 
general  Mr.  Bope  says: 

Mb.  Bope's  Letteb. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  indicate 
herein  how  I  shall  cast  my  ballot  on 
the  3d  day  of  next  November  for  presi- 
dent. Heretofore  in  state  and  na- 
tional campaigns  I  have  supported  the 
Republican  party  for  the  reason  that 
I  believed  it  more  nearly  stood  for  the 
good  of  all  the  people  than  any  other 
political  party.  It  may  be  that  when 
both  parties  are  again  on  record  by 
their  respective  platforms  the  Repub- 
lican party  will  still  represent  the 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  num- 
ber. 

The  Republican  party  met  in  con- 
vention and  promulgated  what  it  calls 
a  platform.  To  the  workingmen  of 
the  country  that  declaration  of  so- 
called  principles,  or  at  least  the  anti- 
injunction  feature  therein,  would  be 
more  in  the  nature  of  a  campaign  joke- 
book  were  it  not  a  bold  attempt  at  de- 
ception. 

My  object  is  to  point  out  more  clear- 
ly than  has  yet  been  done  that  the 


platform  makers  at  Chicago,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Taft,  attempted  to  frame  a  so- 
called  anti-injunction  plank  that  would 
catch  the  labor  vote  and  at  the  same 
time  meet  the  demands  of  the  Can- 
non-Van Cleave  element  of  the  party. 

Elus  Pleased  With  Himself. 

Mr.  Wade  Hampton  Ellis  is  taking 
much  credit  and  glory  unto  himself 
for  the  part  he  took  in  the  adoption 
of  that  Michiavelian  placard  in  the 
Republican  platform  relating  to  gov- 
ernment by  injunction.  He  is  in  love 
with  it.  He  chuckles  and  rubs  his 
hands  when  he  thinks  how  complete- 
ly everybody  is  being  fooled  but  Ellis. 
Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  nobody  is 
being  fooled  but  Ellis.  It  is  an  insult 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  vast  army  of 
wage-earners  to  think  that  plank 
would  fool  a  single  one  of  them. 

Before  proceeding  to  consider  the 
plank  itself  It  may  be  well  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Republican  leaders,  seemed  to 
demand  an  utterance  on  the  subject, 
as  well  as  into  the  history  of  the  plank 
and  its  adoption. 

It  was  foreseen  from  the  beginning 
of  Taft's  candidacy  for  the  presiden- 
tial nomination  that  his  noted  govern 
ment  by  injunctions  decisions,  the  first 
and  leading  cases  of  their  kind,  and 
his  continued  performance  while  on 
the  bench  as  the  "royal  injunction 
standard  bearer,"  would  stare  him  in 
the  face  and  be  an  element  of  great 
weakness  among  all  fair-minded  men. 
In  order,  if  possible,  to  break  the  force 
of  that  situation,  it  was  resolved,  by 
a  play  on  words,  to  formulate  a  plank 
upon  which  Mr.  Taft  could  stand,  in 
which  it  would  be  made  to  appear 
that  the  attitude  and  position  as- 
sumed by  him  while  on  the  bench 
suould  not  be  taken  or  assumed  here- 
after by  any  federal  judge,  but 
which,  when  carefully  analyzed  and 
understood,    would    be    found    utterly 
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without  meaning,  and  therefore  entire- 
ly satisfactory  to  the  ''interests." 

Carbied  It  to  Chicago. 

After  muQh  labor  at  Washington, 
such  a  plank  was  finally  brought 
forth,  and  Mr.  Wade  Hampton  Ellis 
was  permitted  to  carry  the  precious 
document  out  to  Chicago. 

But  it  got  away  from  him  and 
speedily  into  the  newspapers.  Its  pub- 
lication was  received  with  a  universal 
guffaw  throughout  the  country.  It 
provided  in  substance  that  hereafter 
injunctions  should  not  be  granted 
without  "proper  consideration."  The 
laughable  part  of  it  was  that  it  was 
a  tacit  admission  that  the  injunctionti 
granted  by  Judge  Taft,  and  which 
made  him  so  famous,  were  granted  by 
him  without  "proper  consideration." 

But  even  so  mild,  innocuous  and 
meaningless  a  plank  as  that  met»  ap- 
parently, although  it  looked  like  u 
mock  fight,  the  violent  opposition  of 
the  reactionaries.  Speaker  Cannon,  in 
violation  of  all  rules  of  political 
ethics  upon  the  part  of  a  candidate, 
sped  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained 
shouting  violent  denunciation  of  the 
proposed  plank  and  announcing  his 
determination  to  fight  it  to  the  last 
ditch.  Then  Mr.  Perkins,  the  great 
financier  and  partner  of  J.  P.  Morgan, 
the  deviater  of  insurance  trust  funds 
into  the  hands  of  the  Republican  na- 
tional committee  during  the  last  presi- 
dential campaign,  and  for  which  he 
was  indicted  in  New  York,  appears  on 
the  Chicago  scene  in  support  of  the 
plank  as  adopted. 

An  Ancient  Rule. 

Section  917  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
of  the  United  States  authorizes  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
to  prescribe  rules  for  and  generally 
to  regulate  the  practice  in  the  federal 
circuit  and  district  courts.  In  pur- 
suance of  that  authority  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  an  early  day  in  its  history, 
and  from  time  to  time  since,  did  pro- 
mulgate rules  regulating  the  equity 
procedure  in  those  courts.  Rule  55, 
promulgated  in  1866  and  still  in  force, 
provides  "special  injunctions  shall  be 
grantable  only  upon  due  notice  to  the 
other  party  by  the  court  in  term,  or 
by  a  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  after 
a  hearing,  which  may  be  ez-parte,  if 
the  adverse  party  does  not  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  ordered." 


That  rule  has  been  repeatedly  con- 
strued by  the  federal  courts  to  mean 
that  no  injunction  or  temporary  re- 
straining order  can  be  granted  except 
on  reasonable  notice.  The  Republican 
plank  would  have  it  seem  to  appear 
that  if  that  party  be  given  another 
chance  it  will  enact  what  has  been  the 
law  for  more  than  half  a  century,  that 
"injunctions  shall  only  be  grantable 
upon  due  notice  to  the  other  party." 
The  criticism  of  organized  labor 
against  Judge  Taft  was  his  failure  to 
observe  upon  the  one  hand,  and  his 
violation  upon  the  other,  of  this  plain 
provision  of  the  law.  Mr.  Ellis,  in  his 
recent  interview  on  the  injunction 
plank,  evinces  either  gross  ignorance 
of  the  existence  of  equity  rule  55,  or 
he  deliberately  ignores  it  In  the  hope 
and  expectation  and  with  the  intent 
-  to  pull  the  wool  over  the  eyes  of  the 
organized  labor  forces  of  the  country. 

Wht  Did  He  Change  Fbont? 

Mr.  Ellis  says:  "Every  plank  and 
practically  every  sentence  of  the  plat- 
form was  submitted  to  and  approved 
by  Secretary  Taft  before  Its  adop- 
tion." 

If  that  is  true,  what,  Mr.  Taft,  is 
your  answer  why  you  so  suddenly 
changed  front  on  the  injunction  ques- 
tion? 

Only  some  weeks  ago  Mr.  Taft,  by 
written  communication  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor 
and  by  word  of  mouth  in  his  Cooper 
Union  speech  in  New  York,  declared 
he  was  in  favor  of  giving  a  hearing 
before  an  order  should  issue,  and  that 
charges  of  contempt  should  be  heard 
before  a  judge  other  than  the  one  who 
granted  the  injunction. 

Does  Mr.  Taft  deceive  himself  by 
believing  that  the  laboring  men  oT  tht* 
country  read  today  only  to  forget  to- 
morrow? Does  he  imagine  they  are 
so  ignorant  as  to  be  unable  to  detect 
the  deception  and  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
Chicago  plank  when  compared  with 
his  communication  to  President  Lewis 
of  the  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor?  Was 
his  Cooper  Union  declaration  genuine, 
or  was  it  an  eleventh  hour,  death-bed 
repentence? 

If,  as  Mr.  Ellis  says,  Taft  dictated 
the  policy  as  outlined  in  the  Republi- 
can platform,  why  did  he  only  a  few 
days  ago  in  a  letter  to  Senator  Bur- 
rows declare  for  the  publicity  of  cam- 
paign contributions,  and  then   refuse 
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to  have  It  incorporated  In  the  party's 
declaration  of  principles? 

The  answer  to  the  foregoing  ques- 
tions is  easy.  He  wrote  his  letter  to 
the  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor  and 
made  his  Cooper  Union  speech  on  the 
injunction  question,  and  issued  his 
statement  in  favor  of  publicity  of  cam- 
paign contributions  for  the  purpose 
of  capturing  delegates  to  the  Repub- 
lican national  convention.  When  his 
campaign  managers  informed  him 
that  he  had  more  delegates  pledged 
than  he  needed,  then  the  real  Taft  ap- 
pears and  we  see  him  in  his  old  time 
performance,  playing  "flunky"  to  the 
"system." 

An  Inconsistent  Pebfobmance. 

Mr.  Ellis  tells  us  how  the  Repub- 
lican party  at  Chicago  proposed  to  give 
the  workingmen  relief  from  the  abuse 
of  the  injunction  by  incorporating  a 
plank  on  the  subject  in  its  platform, 
and  then  proceeded  to  place  the  father 
of  government  by  injunction  on  the 
platform  as  a  candidate  for  president 
"Consistency,  thou  art  a  jewel."  It 
matters  not  how  good  the  times  are, 
and  how  high  the  wage  scale  is,  if  the 
party  in  power  permits  you  to  be 
shackled  hand  and  foot  by  some  in- 
junction judge  and  sent  to  jail. 

That  no  writ  of  injunction  or  tem- 
porary restraining  order  shall  be 
granted  in  any  case,  without  reason- 
able previous  notice  to  the  adverse 
party,  or  his  attorney,  of  the  time  and 
place  of  moving  for  the  same,  was  the 
law  of  this  country  for  seventy-nine 
years  beginning  with  1793.  In  the  act 
of  1793  it  was  provided  by  Congress 
that  notice  should  be  given  by  federal 
judges  before  the  issuance  of  tempo- 
rary restraining  orders  and  injunc- 
tions. Under  this  law  our  federal 
judges  administered  justice  for  more 
than  three  quarters  of  a  century.  In 
1872  it  was  changed  by  ommitting  thd 
requirement  of  notice,  "and  since  that 
time,"  said  Congressman  Henry  in  a 
recent  speech  on  the  floor  of  the 
house  of  "federal  judges  who  have 
held  their  star  chamber  sessions  and 
have  issued  their  temporary  restrain- 
ing orders  and  injunctions  without 
any  sort  of  notice  to  the  adverse 
party."  Since  that  time  federal  judges 
of  the  Taft  type  have  been  issuing 
midnight  orders  and  injunctions 
whereby  good  citizens  and  innocent 
men  have  been  railroaded  to  jail,  with- 


out any  semblance  of  a  hearing,  when 
they  oftimes  have  a  complete  defense. 

Respect  Fob  Honest  Judges. 

I  know  it  is  not  popular  to  de- 
nounce federal  judges,  even  though 
they  be  tyrannical.  The  whole  of  our 
people  have  the  highest  regard  for 
that  part  of  the  judiciary,  State  and 
federal,  which  is  fearless  and  incor- 
ruptible and  so  do  they  have  the 
utmost  contempt  for  those  on  the 
bench  of  the  Judge  Grosscup  type,  who 
recently  was  forced  to  confess  that 
for  years,  as  a  federal  judge,  he  was 
indirectly  the  paid  hireling  of  the 
railroads. 

Instead  of  that  meaningless,  decep- 
tive and  hypocritical  plank,  which  Mr. 
Ellis  says  Taft  ordered  in  the  Repub- 
lican platform,  why  did  he  not  insist 
on  a  plank  declaring  for  the  re-en- 
actment of  the  law  which  served  the 
whole  people  of  the  country  so  well 
from  1793  to  1872? 

Why  did  he  not  stand  by  his 
declaration  made  to  the  laboring  peo- 
ple of  the  country  at  a  time  when  he 
needed  delegates  to  land  the  nomina 
tion?  Listen  to  what  he  said  recent- 
ly in  a  carefully  prepared  letter  to 
President  Lewis  of  the  Ohio  Federa- 
tion of  Labor:  **You  <i8k  me  what  I 
think  of  a  provision  th<U  no  restrain- 
ing order  or  injunction  shall  issue  ex- 
cept after  notice  to  the  defendant  and 
a  hearing  is  TUid.  This  toas  the  rule 
under  the  federal  statutes  for  many 
years,  but  it  toas  subsequently  re- 
pealed. In  the  classes  of  cases  to 
which  you  refer,  I  do  not  see  any  ob- 
jection to  the  re-enactment  of  that 
federal  statute.  Indeed,  I  have  taken 
occoision  to  say  in  public  speeches  that 
the  power  to  issue  injunctions  ex  parte 
has  given  rise  to  certain  abuses  and 
injustices  to  the  laborers  engaged  in  a 
peaceful  strike.  .  .  .  To  avoid 
this  injustice  I  believe,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  that  the  federal  statute 
might  well  be  made  what  it  was 
originally,  requiring  notice  and  hear- 
ing before  an  injunction  issues.*" 

Why  Not  Be  Candid? 

If  Mr.  Taft  dictated  the  anti-injunc- 
tion plank  in  the  Republican  platform, 
and  Mr.  Ellis  says  he  did,  instead  of 
trying  to  mislead  and  deceive  the 
workingmen  of  the  country,  why  did 
he  not  come  out  boldly  and  bravely 
and  say  to  the  Republican  convention 
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at  Chicago  that  he  had  heretofore 
clearly  defined  his  position  on  the 
question,  and  that  he  had  said  to  or- 
ganized labor  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
re-enacting  the  old  law,  which  pro- 
vided "that  no  writ  or  injunction  or 
temporary  restraining  order  shall  be 
granted  in  any  case  without  reason- 
able previous  notice  to  the  adverse 
party,  or  his  attorney,  of  the  time  and 
place  of  moving  for  the  same?*' 

Why  did  he  not  say  to  the  Chicago 
convention  that  labor  has  been  knock- 
ing at  the  door  of  Congress  for  many 
years  clamoring  for  the  re-enactment 
of  a  Just  law  and  that  the  party  shall 
go  on  record  pledging  itself  for  this 
protection  and  relief? 

Why  did  he  not  declare  to  the  con- 
vention that  his  statement  to  the 
workingmen  of  the  United  States  was 
made  in  good  faith,  that  he  refused  to 
play  the  role  of  a  hypocrite,  that  he 
would  not  be  a  party  to  duplicity  in 
the  matter,  that  the  Republican  na- 
tional convention  must  declare  in  its 
platform  for  the  re-enactment  of  the 
old  law  regulating  the  issuance  of 
writs  of  injunction  and  temporary  re- 
straining orders,  and  unless  the  con- 
vention would  so  do  he  could  not  ac- 
cept the  nomination  for  president  at 
its  hands? 

Recx>rd  Against  Him. 

These  questions  are  not  difficult  to 
answer.  Mr.  Taft  knew  that  his  past 
record  as  a  federal  judge  was  not  in 
accord  with  such  legislation.  IJe  knew 
he  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with 
the  "system"  to  get  delegates,  and  that 
in  the  end  he  was  to  yield  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  "interests"  led  by  Mx, 
Perkins  and  the  Manufacturers'  Asso- 
ciation, represented  by  Speaker  Can- 
non, both  of  whom  were  on  the  ground 
insisting  that  there  be  no  expression 
on  the  injunction  question,  and  who, 
when  the  anti-injunction  plank  was 
adopted  in  Its  present  form,  expressed 
their  entire  satisfaction  with  It. 

He  knew  that  in  response  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  reactionaries  and  of  Wall 
Street  he  was  to  surrender  and  aban- 
don his  public  declaration  that  ths 
original  law  should  be  restored  which 
prevented  the  granting  of  restraining 
orders  and  injunctions  without  notice, 
and  which  contained  no  exception. 

He  knew  that  he  was  to  consent  to 
the  adoption  of  a  plank  which,  by  rea- 


son of  the  exception,  permits  the  issu- 
ance of  a  restraining  order  without 
notice,  uiK)n  a  showing  of  irreparable 
Injury,  which  In  effect  nullifies  and 
destroys  the  general  provision  requir- 
ing notice,  for  the  reason  that  such  an 
averment  will  be  made  In  every  case 
whether  true  or  not,  and  hence  the 
workingman  who  asked  for  bread  re- 
ceived the  stone.  To  illustrate  how 
true  this  is,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
quote  once  more  Secretary  Taft  in  his 
recent  communication  to  the  president 
of  the  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor  just! 
fying  his  attitude  favoring  a  restora- 
tion of  the  old  law. 

What  the  Secretabt  Said. 

In  this  communication  Secretary 
Taft  said: 

"Men  leave  emplosonent  on  a  strike, 
counsel  for  the  employer  applies  to 
a  judge  and  presents  an  affidavit  aver- 
ring fear  of  threatened  violence  and 
making  such  a  case  of  the  ex  parte 
statement  that  the  judge  feels  called 
upon  to  issue  a  temporary  restraining 
order.  The  temporary  restraining  or- 
der is  served  upon  all  the  strikers; 
they  are  not  lawyers;  their  fears  are 
aroused  by  the  process  with  which 
they  are  not  acquainted,  and.  although 
their  purpose  may  have  been  entirely 
lawful,  their  common  determination 
to  carry  through  the  strike  is  weak- 
ened by  an  order  which  they  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  question, 
and  which  is  calculated  to  discourage 
their  proceedings  in  their  original 
purpose.  To  avoid  this  injustice.  I 
believe,  as  I  have  already  said,  that 
the  federal  statute  might  well  be  made 
what  it  was  originally,  requiring 
notice  and  a  hearing  before  an  in- 
junction issues." 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowl- 
edge thbt  Speaker  Cannon,  operating 
through  his  committee  on  rules,  has 
prevented  not  only  the  passage,  but 
even  the  consideration  on  the  floor  of 
the  house,  of  bills  Introduced  at  every 
session  for  many  years  to  restore  the 
old  law  requiring  notice.  His  ear  has 
always  been  deaf  to  the  appeals  of  la- 
bor on  this  subject  Why  his  sudden 
conversion  if  the  plank  affords  labor 
the  relief  it  has  been  demanding? 
Why  the  sudden  interest  of  Wall 
Street  in  labor's  behalf?— CoIumMw 
Press-Post. 
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CONNORS  ON  TAPT  AND  HIS 
HENCHMEN. 

BOITOB   SWITOHMKN'S   JoUBNAL: 

Wonderful  things  have  taken  place 
In  the  last  few  weeks.  The  two  great 
political  parties  have  held  their  con- 
yentlons  and  made  their  nominations. 
The  Republican  party  has'  taken  an- 
other slap  at  organized  labor  by  nom- 
inating injunction  Bill  Taft,  and  in  a 
short  time  there  will  be  an  army  of 
barkers  sent  out  from  Republican 
headquarters  to  tell  the  workers 
of  the  country  how  much  Bill  Taft  and 
the  great  Republican  party  loves  the 
working  men  and  women.  Then  the 
soft-headed  labor  leader  will  accept  the 
tainted  gold  of  this  great  party  of  ex- 
ploiters and  labor-crushers,  and  go 
forth  to  eulogize  the  standard-bearer 
of  the  great  Republican  party,  William 
H.  Taft 

While  In  Newark,  O.,  a  short  time 
ago,  I  was  handed  a  pamphlet  entitled. 

Honorable  William  H.  Taft, 

and  his  relation  to  the 

Labor  Movement, 

by 

S.  M.  Fitch.  Member  O.  R.  C. 

Now  this  man  Fitch  claims  to  be  a 
union  man  and  tries  in  a  very  crude 
way  to  show  the  workers  of  the  United 
States  that  Taft  is  a  friend  of  organ- 
ized labor.  In  his  article  he  quotes 
from  speeches  recently  made  by  Taft 
In  different  parts  of  the  country  to 
substantiate  his  claim«  but  let  the 
workers  remember  that  man's  moral 
influence  In  a  conmiunlty  rests  not 
upon  what  he  knows  but  upon  what 
he  does,  not  upon  what  he  talks,  but 
upon  his  acts.    We  must  remember  the 


old  adage,  that  "acts  speak  louder  than 
words." 

I  will  now  quote  one  of  the  phrases 
from  Candidate  Taft's  speech  as  ap- 
peared in  the  pamphlet: 

"A  black-listed  laborer  ought  to  be 
given  an  Injunction  against  the  capi- 
talist Just  the  same  as  the  boycotted 
capitalist,  and  If  I  was  on  the  bench  I 
would  give  him  one  very  quick." 

Such  was  the  utterance  of  Mr.  Taft 
at  the  Cooper  Institute  of  New  York 
on  January  10th  last  In  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion put  to  him  from  the  audience  and 
It  Is  the  key-note  of  his  attitude  on  the 
subject  of  government  by  injunction. 

Again  we  flnd  In  the  same  pamphlet 
that  Mr.  Taft  declared  publicly  (espe- 
cially on  Jan.  6,  1908,  in  a  letter  to 
Llewellyn  Lewis,  president  of  the  Ohio 
Federation  of  Labor)  that  labor  not 
only  has  the  right  but  ought  to  organ- 
ize for  its  protection,  that  it  has  the 
right  to  strike  for  such  an  end,  that  It 
has  the  right  to  Induce  others  to 
strike,  that  no  injunction  should  ever 
be  Issued  "ex  parte"  against  laborers 
engaged  in  a  peaceable  strike,  adding: 
"I  agree  there  has  been  abuse  in  this 
regard.  ...  I  believe  that  the  Fed- 
eral statute  might  well  be  made  what 
it  was  originally,  requiring  notice  and 
a  hearing  before  an  injunction  should 
be  granted." 

Again  the  pamphlet  says,  "Probably 
the  most  satisfactory  and  comprehen- 
sive statement  on  this  whole  subject 
was  made  on  January  10th  this  year 
in  New  York,  at  the  Cooper  Institute, 
when  he  said:  "Men  have  the  right  to 
leave  their  employer  in  a  body  in  order 
to  impose  on  him  as  great  an  Incon- 
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yenience  as  possible  to  Induce  him  to 
come  to  their  terms.  They  have  the 
right  In  their  labor  unions  to  delegate 
to  their  leaders  the  power  to  say  when 
to  strike.  They  have  the  right  to  ad- 
vance, to  accumulate  by  contribution 
from  all  members  of  the  labor  union  a 
fund  which  shall  enable  them  to  live 
during  the  pendency  of  the  strike. 
They  have  a  right  to  use  persuasion 
with  all  other  laborers  who  are  Invited 
to  their  places  In  order  to  convince 
them  of  the  advantage  to  labor  of 
united  action.  .  .  .  Persuasion  not 
amounting  in  effect  to  duress  Is  law- 
ful." 

"It  Is  the  business  of  court  and  of 
the  police  to  respect  these  rights  with 
the  same  degree  of  care  with  which 
they  respect  the  right  of  the  owners  of 
capital  for  the  protection  of  their 
property  and  business." 

If  the  above  are  the  true  expressions 
of  Candidate  Taft,  then  Judge  Taft 
must  have  had  sweetbreads  Instead  of 
brains,  and  must  have  been  wholly  un- 
fit to  serve  on  the  bench  as  a  Federal 
judge. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from 
the  April  number  of  the  Firemen's 
Magazine  for  the  year  1893,  which  has 
this  to  say  of  Mr.  Taft  under  the  head 
of  "Strike  on  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor 
A  North  Michigan  Railway": 

William  H.  Taft  Is  "the  Father  of 
the  Injunction,"  so-called. 

The  April  number  of  the  Locomotive 
Firemen's  Magazine  for  the  year  1893 
has  this  to  say  of  Mr.  Taft,  under  the 
head  of  "Strike  on  the  Toledo,  Ann 
Arbor  &  North  Michigan  Railway": 

"March  17th  Judge  William  Taft  (It 
ought  to  be  written  Daft)  Issued  the 
following  pronunclamento: 

"That  the  said  defendants,  P.  M. 
Arthur  and  F.  P.  Sargent,  and  each  of 
them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  restrained  from  issuing,  promul- 
gating or  continuing  in  force  any  rule 


or  order  of  any  kind  under  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  association 
known  as  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomo- 
tive Engineers,  or  the  rules  or  regula- 
tions of  the  association  known  as  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemeji,  or 
otherwise,  which  shall  require  or  com- 
mand any  employes  of  any  of  the  de- 
fendant railway  companies  herein  to 
refuse  to  receive,  handle  or  deliver  any 
cars  or  freight  in  course  cf  transporta- 
tion from  one  Stace  to  another,  from 
and  to  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  &  North 
Michigan  Railroad  Company,  or  from 
refusing  to  receive  or  handle  cars  of 
such  freight  which  have  been  hauled 
over  the  railroad  of  such  Toledo,  Ann 
Arbor  &  North  Michigan  Railroad 
Company;  and  also  from  In  any  way, 
directly  or  indirectly,  endeavoring  to 
persuade  or  induce  any  employes  of  the 
railway  companies  whose  lines  con- 
nect with  the  railroad  of  said  Toledo, 
Ann  Arbor  /k  North  Michigan  Railroad 
Company  not  to  extend  to  said  com- 
pany the  same  facilities  for  inter- 
change of  inter-state  traffic  as  are  ex- 
tended by  said  companies  to  other 
railroad  companies,  and  in  case  such 
rule  or  orders  shall  have  been  promul- 
gated or  Issued  by  said  Arthur  and 
Sargent  or  either  of  them  prior  to  the 
service  upon  them  of  the  restrainng 
order  herein,  they  and  each  of  them 
are  hereby  required  and  commanded 
to  recall  and  rescind  such  rule  or 
order  and  to  refrain  from  enforcing 
the  same." 
The  .same  journal  has  this  to  say: 
"It  appears  there  were  two  United 
States  Judges  using  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  courts  to  down  the  strikers, 
sustain  the  corporations  in  their  policy 
of  injustice  and  play  Into  the  hands  of 
scabs.  These  ermlned  worthies  are 
Ricks  and  Taft,  champions  of  corpora- 
tions, who  give  Judicial  bench  shows— 
when  Towser  Is  up  Growler  Is  down, 
and  vice  versa;    first  to  restrain  Ar- 
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thuT   and  Sargent   from   doing  wbat 
tliey  had  no  authority  to  do,  and  sec- 
ond,   to    arrest    men    for    contempt 
against  whom  no  restraining  order  had 
been  issued.    It  is  exceedingly  difficult 
to    tread    the    labsrrinthine  tracks  of 
tbese  judges,  who,  like  sleuth-hounds 
are   hunting  down    workingmen,  and 
who  make  laws  as  they  go.    But  a  no- 
ticeable   fact    is,  that  in  all    of    the 
orders  of  these  two  worthies,  tangled 
as  they  are,  there  is  one  supreme  pur- 
pose— to  uphold  the  corporation  which 
has  money  and  free    passes,    and    to 
trample  down  the  men  who  have  been 
robbed  by  the  corporation.     The  ter- 
rible fact  looms  up  and  confronts  or- 
ganized labor,  that  there  is  no  limit  to 
the  crushing  power  of  a  Federal  judge. 
His  stronghold  is  the  fact  that  he  can 
issue  any  order  his  malice  may  sug- 
gest, and,  if  disobeyed,  prisons  yawn 
for  those  who  are  in  contempt  of  the 
court,  and  they  are  exiled  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  judicial  malformation. 
Referring  to  the  boycotting  law  of  the 
Bngineers'    Brotherhood.    Judge    Taft 
Issued  an  order  in  which  P.  M.  Arthur, 
Grand  Chief,  is  commanded:    'In  the 
manner  customary  and  usual  to  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotiye  Engineers 
of  giving  Information  to  its  members, 
to  cause  to  be  known  and  published 
that  the  law,  by-law,  rule  or  regula- 
tion of  said  Brotherhood  requiring  its 
members  to  refuse  to  handle  the  cars 
of  the  Toledo,   Ann   Arbor   &   North 
Michigan    is   not    in    force   or   effect 
against  the  said  railroad.'    That  is  to 
say,   the   law  of   the   Brotherhood   is 
knocked  out,  and  men  are  practically 
ordered  by  the  court,  as  if  they  were 
80  many  slaves,  to  do  things  their  law 
forbids   their   doing,   and    it   appears 
that  the  right  of  men  to  resign  their 
position  as  employes  is  denied." 

The  country  becomes  alarmed,  and 
on  April  7,  1893,  the  Hon.  Daniel  W. 
Yoorhees,   the   senior   Senator   of   In- 


diana, introduced  a  resolution  to  the 
United  States  Senate  in  which  he 
called  attention  to  the  tenth  session 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  Feb. 
4,  1887,  known  as  the  Inter-State  Com- 
merce Act.  and  which  defines  the 
actions  of  officers,  receivers,  directors, 
trustees,  agents,  employes,  etc.,  con- 
cerning their  actions,  that  might  re- 
tard inter-State  commerce;  and  says 
concerning  the  Taft  injunction: 

"And  whereas,  it  is  alleged  that  said 
section  of  the  law,  as  it  now  stands, 
has  been  construed  by  the  judges  of 
the  Circuit  and  District  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  recent  decisions  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  to  mean  that  'the  duties 
of  an  employe  of  a  public  corporation 
are  such  that  he  can  not  always  choose 
his  own  time  for  quitting  that  ser- 
vice,' but  that  in  attempting  to  leave 
the  employment  of  such  corporation  of 
his  own  free  will,  and  to  escape  from 
its  control  and  consequent  service, 
such  employe  is  guilty  of  misdemeanor 
and  liable  to  severe  penalties;  there- 
fore, 

**Re8olved,  That  the  Inter-State 
Commerce  Committee  of  the  Senate  be 
and  is  hereby  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  question  here  presented,  and 
to  report  to  this  body  what  action 
may  be  necessary,  either  by  the  repeal 
of  said  tenth  section  of  the  existing 
law,  or  by  the  enactment  of  additional 
legislation  for  the  better  protection  of 
the  laboring  people  of  the  United 
States  in  their  natural  and  Inalien- 
able rights,  and  for  their  greater 
security  from  the  encroachments  of 
corporation  power." 

This  resolution  called  for  much  dis- 
cussion at  the  time  and  was  passed. 

Hon.  Frank  P.  Sargent,  now  chief 
of  the  Immigration  Bureau,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  wrote  an  article  for  the  May, 
1893,  North  American  Revieto,  in 
which  he  set  forth  in  full  the  trouble 
of  the   Toledo,   Ann   Arbor   &  North 
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Michigan  Ry.,  and  In  speaking  as  the 
Qrand  Master  of  the  B.  of  L.  F.  said. 
In  part: 

"The  strike  on  the  Toledo,  Ann  Ar- 
bor ft  North  Michigan  railroad  had  no 
extraordinary  features,  but  the  inter- 
ference of  the  United  States  judges 
has  glyen  it  national  prominence, 
and  if  the  dictum  of  these  judges  is  to 
stand  as  the  law,  the  dearest  rights  of 
the  citizen  are  swept  away  and  an  au- 
tocracy is  established.  This  view  of 
the  situation  is  not  strained,  but  is 
strictly  in  consonance  with  the  avow- 
als of  the  press  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  Questions  of  law  inyolyed 
are  fundamental  and  are  commanding, 
as  they  should  command,  the  best 
thought  of  the  nation.  It  has  hitherto 
been  conceded  that  railroad  employes 
possessed  all  the  rights  as  citizens 
which  attached  to  their  employers, 
that  is  to  say,  that  if  employers  pos- 
sessed the  right  to  discharge  em- 
ployes, when  it  pleased  them  to  exer- 
cise such  authority,  the  employe  also 
possessed  the  right,  unchallenged,  to 
quit  work  when  he  elected  to  exercise 
that  right.  If  a  judge  of  a  United 
States  court  may  abolish  this  right  of 
an  employe,  he  remands  him,  un- 
equivocally, to  a  servitude  as  degrad- 
ing as  tke  Spartans  Imposed  upon 
their  helots,  and  It  is  this  phase  of  the 
strike  which  aroused  such  Intense  con- 
cern and  alarm." 

It  was  during  this  strike  that  Wm. 
H.  Taft  won  his  judicial  distinction 
and  the  plaudits  of  the  very  people 
who  are  now  endeavoring  to  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Fitch  also  says  in  his  little 
book  that  Taft  meets  the  requirements 
of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor. 
This  is  misleading.  I  will  say  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Chicago  Federation  of 
Labor,  knowing  whereof  I  speak,  that 
Taft  does  not  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  in 
any  particular,  not  even  in  size;    he 


doesnt  weigh  enough.  Mr.  Fitch  is  not 
a  trades-unionist,  therefore  he  is  not 
eligible  to  be  a  delegate^  to  the  Federa- 
tion and  has  no  right  or  authority  to 
speak  for  that  body.  We  find  associ- 
ated with  Mr.  Fitch  a  certiain  individ- 
ual who  is  a  paymaster  in  the  army 
by  the  name  of  B.  B.  Ray.  Those  two 
worthies  are  attempting  to  mislead  or 
hypnotize  the  railroad  men  into  voting 
for  Taft  I  have  known  the  two  re- 
ferred to  for  a  long  time  and  I  have 
never  known  them  to  be  very  promin- 
ently identified  with  the  labor  move- 
ment I  would  therefore  ask  those  into 
whose  hands  those  pamphlets  may  fall 
that  before  they  take  any  stock  In  the 
allegations  made  by  the  author  that 
they  take  the  pains  to  investigate  and 
find  out  where  some  of  those  self-styled 
laborites  were  when  some  of  those 
great  industrial  wars  were  being 
fought  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
workingman  who  is  so  devoid  of  in- 
tellect who  will  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
for  Wm.  H.  Taft  for  President  is  more 
to  be  pitied  than  to  be  blamed.  Be- 
sides, the  delegates  and  leaders  who 
attended  the  Republican  convention  in 
Chicago  showed  their  antipathy  to  or-, 
ganlzed  labor  by  their  refusal  to  ac- 
cept any  of  the  reforms  that  were 
offered  by  the  leaders  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Taft  has  got  a  mania  for  dragging 
the  remains  of  dead  men  from  their 
graves.  His  talk  on  General  Grant  in- 
his  Memorial  Day  address  was  cruel 
and  uncalled  for  and  an  Insult  to 
every  battle-scarred  veteran  living  to- 
day and  cast  a  slur  upon  those  who 
have  departed  from  this  life.  He  or 
his  tools  have  endeavored  to  smear 
the  name  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
American  Railway  Union,  but  there 
are  some  alive  today  familiar  with  that 
case  at  least  and  know  different 

Then  let  us  hope  that  every  working- 
man  will  buckle  on  his  armor  on  elec- 
tion day  and  go  to  the  polls  with  a  de- 
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termination  to  bury  Taft  under  an 
avalanche  of  indignation  from  which 
he  will  never  recover. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

JaS.   B.   Ck>NN0B8. 


'•THE  JEDGE,''  CHARLIE  AND 
WILLYUM. 

Well,  I  see  that  Bryan  has  already 
lost  New  York  State. 

"Jedge"  Parker  and  Charlie  Murphy 
have  once  again  double-crossed  the 
peerless  Nebraskan  farmer.  They  have 
handed  him  a  gold  brick. 

If  Bryan  had  met  that  gang  in  their 
dives  on  the  Bowery  he  would  have 
kept  his  eyes  peeled.  He  would  have 
realized  that  he  was  <mly  an  innocent 
hayseed  and  that  he  ought  to  be  very 
careful  wheni  he  met  light-fingered,  be- 
diamoned,  check-vested  city  folk. 

But  as  these  distinguished  New 
Yorkers  could  not  get  Bryan  on  their 
own  ground  they  went  out  to  Denver, 
and  when  "the  Jedge"  and  Charlie 
are  through  with  him  his  watch  will 
be  gone,  his  traveling  bag,  his  roll  of 
long  green,  and  even  his  gold-rimmed 
spectacles.  Bryan  will  be  lucky  if  he 
gets  out  of  their  company  with  his 
clothes  left  on  him. 

It  seems  Charlie  Murphy  and  "th^ 
Jedge"  met  Qompers  on  the  way  out 
They  framed  up  a  platform  which  in- 
cludes every  one  of  labor's  demands. 
They  forced  the  platform  on  the  con- 
vention, and  the  press  of  the  country 
is  holding  up  its  hands  in  amazement 
at  Tammany  Hall  in  its  new  disguise, 
as  the  friend  of  labor. 

When  Tammany  gets  that  platform 
adopted  you  will  see  "the  Jedge"  and 
Charlie  hot-footing  back  to  Wall  Street. 
They  will  go  to  Ryan,  Belmont,  Mor- 
gan and  the  other  big  guns.  They  will 
tell  these  big  fellows  that  nothing  un- 
der  Ck>d's  heaven  can  keep  Brycm  from 
carrying  New  York  on  that  platform 


^  unless  they  cough  up  enough  money 
to  buy  Tammany  hall. 

And  they  will  get  the  coin.  Every 
election  inspector  in  New  York  will 
have  money  to  bum.  Tammany  men 
will  be  wallowing  in  riches.  Corrup- 
tion funds  will  be  piled  up  and  pros- 
perity will  return  to  the  haunts  of  elec- 
tion crooks. 

Wall  Street  will  be  scared  to  death 
and  will  mortgage  the  vast  properties 
of  the  other  people  to  supply  money 
to  Tammany  hall  to  defeat  Bryan. 

Roger  Sullivan  will  play  the  same 
little  game  in  Chicago  and  Quffey  will 
be  on  the  job  in  Pennsylvania.  Tom 
Taggart  will  be  stacking  the  cards  in 
Indiana. 

And  when  the  money  is  telegraphed 
them  from  Wall  Street  Bryan  will  per- 
ceive a  strange  iciness  prevading  the 
camps  of  his  organized  followera 

The  local  boys  will  be  taken  care  of 
all  right.    The  municipal  councils  and 
state  legislatures  will   contain   about 
the  same  number  as  before  of  old-line ' 
Democrats. 

But  Taft— dear  Injunction  Bill— will 
get  a  hearty,  loyal  support  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic organization. 

After  the  election  I  think  I  will  in- 
vite Bryan  down  to  New  York  to  eftiow 
him  the  town.  It  is  never  too  late  to 
learn— and  that  applies  to  politics  as 
well  as  to  anything  else. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  I  may  invite 
Qompers  also. — Robert  Hunter. 


THE  DELUDED  MASSES. 

The  masses  are  poor,  ignorant,  dis- 
organized, not  knowing  the  right  of 
mankind  upon  earth,  and  never  know- 
ing that  the  world  belongs  to  its  popu- 
lation; because  a  small  class  in  every 
country  has  taken  possession  of  prop- 
erty and  government  and  makes  laws 
for  its  own  safety  and  the  security  of 
its  plunder,  educating  the  masses,  gen- 
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eration  after  generation,  Into  the  belief^ 
that  this  condition  is  the  natural  order 
and  the  "law  of  God."  By  long  trains 
ing  and  submission  the  people  every- 
where have  come  to  regard  the  assump- 
tion of  their  rulers  and  owners  as  the 
law  of  right  and  common  sense,  and 
their  own  blind  instincts,  which  tell 
them  all  men  ought  to  have  a  plenteous 
living  on  this  rich  planet,  as  the 
promptings  of  evil  and  disorder. — 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly. 


A  SIGNiriCANT  ADMISSION. 

In  the  Railroad  Gazette  of  June  26 
there  is  published  a  letter  from  Robert 
H.  Rogers,  Erie  Railroad  Inspector, 
which  contains  the  following  state- 
ment: 

"The  three  prominent  factors  of 
safety,  now  recognized  as  indispens- 
able in  railroading,  are  the  continuous 
automatic  train  brake,  the  automatic 
coupler  and  some  form  of  block  signal 
system.  Fifteen  years  ago  it  was  a 
common  remark  among  railroad  men 
that  the  universal  use  of  these  appli- 
ances would  practically  safeguard 
their  calling  or  at  least  reduce  acci- 
dents and  personal  injuries  to  a  mini- 
mum; but  that  was  a  short-sighted 
view,  leaving  out  of  account  a  large 
class  of  accidents.  In  regard  to  air- 
brakes and  automatic  couplers  it  be- 
came in  time  unlawful  to  operate 
without  them,  and  the  prompt  compli- 
ance by  the  railroads  is  shown  by  the 
reports  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission.  By  the  end  of  1905  the 
safety  appliance  law  prevailed  gener- 
-ally,  with  all  locomotives  and  cars  in 
active  service  fully  equipped.  But  look 
at  the  personal  injury  report  of 
the  same  Commission,  covering  nine 
months  of  the  following  year,  1906,  at 
which  time  there  was  a  general  com- 
pliance with  all  requirements  of  the 
new  law. 

"During  a  single  quarter,  April,  May 
and  June,  accidents  to  employes  from 
all  sources  aggregated  933  killed  and 
16,004  Injured.  The  total  number  of 
employes  killed  up  to  and  including 
Sept  30th,  that  year,  from  all  sources, 
was  3.807.    The  latter  is  more  than  in 


the  entire  twelve  months  of  1905.  The 
general  Introduction  of  these  safety 
appliances,  therefore,  while  protecting 
the  traveling  public,  has  not  been  ef- 
fectual in  safeguarding  employes. .  .  . 
The  fact  seems  to  be  generally  unap- 
preciated that  the  list  mentioned  rep- 
resents every  person  Injured  In  rail- 
road service.  Irrespective  of  his  posi- 
tion on  the  railroad.  If  properly  pre- 
sented the  figures  would  show  only 
about  20  per  cent,  due  to  train  wrecks. 
In  the  report  for  the  second  quarter 
of  1906,  the  injuries  through  accidents 
on  the  road  were  3031,  while  from 
causes  other  than  collisions  and  derail- 
ment the  number  was  12,97^  in  the 
same  period." 

The  reader  will  bear  In  mind  that 
the  excerpts  quoted  above  from  the 
letter  in  question — a  letter  written  by 
a  prominent  railway  official — ^are  sim- 
ply a  confirmation  of  what  the  Joub- 
NAL  has  long  contended  for.  The  last 
clause  quoted,  to  the  effect  that  (mly 
20  per  cent,  of  all  employes  killed  or 
injured  are  due  to  train  accidents- 
collisions  and  derailments — while  SO 
per  cent,  of  the  victims  are  men  en- 
gaged In  yard  service,  such  as  switch- 
ing, coupling  and  uncoupling,  whick 
Is  their  principal  work.  Would  such  a 
thing  be  possible  If  the  coupling  de- 
vices in  general  use  were  really  such 
as  would  not  require  the  men  to  go  be- 
tween the  cars  in  the  performance  of 
their  ordinary  duties?  The  answer  is 
simple  enough:  Keep  the  men  from 
going  between  or  under  the  cars  while 
performing  their  ordinary  duties  In 
the  handling  of  cars  in  the  freight 
yards — that  is,  provide  devices  which 
will  make  it  unnecessary  for  them  to 
do  so— and  the  principal  cause  for  ac- 
cidents In  yard  service  will  be  elimin- 
ated. In  an  article  published  on  an- 
other page  entitled  "Couplkb  Defects'* 
it  Is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  M.  C. 
B.  Committee  on  this  subject  that  one- 
third  of  the  couplers  examined  by  the 
committee  on  five  different  roads  were 
inoperative  from  two  principal  causes 
— failure  of  the  **knuckle  throw*'  and 
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lack  of  the  necessary  degree  of  lock 
lift  to  clear  the  knuckle  shank.  It  is 
clearly  indicated  that  the  aforesaid 
Ck)mmittee's  examinations  of  the  coup- 
lers in  Question  were  conducted  on 
the  main  lines  of  the  said  fiye  roads, 
and  it  is  a  self-evident  proposition 
that  conditions  under  such  circum- 
stances were  far  more  favorable  than 
they  would  have  been  had  the  same 
cars  been  examined  in  some  one  of 
the  crowded  freight  yards  of  the  coun- 
try. To  say  the  least,  or  rather  the 
least  which  can  be  expected  from  the 
result  of  such  an  admission  by  the 
master  car  builders'  committee,  is  that 
the  men  handling  cars  equipped  with 
such  devices  as  are  In  general  use 
have  to  go  between  or  under  the  cars 
one-third  of  the  time  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  ordinary  duties.  Re- 
viewing the  subject  as  a  whole  two 
things,  or  facts,  are  clearly  estab- 
lished: First,  inoperative  couplers 
which  impose  upon  the  men  who 
handle  them  the  burden  and  risk  of 
going  between  or  under  the  cars  to 
perform  their  respective  duties  when 
they  should  be  of  such  mechanical  con- 
struction as  to  make  such  work  un- 
necessary if  the  safety  appliance  act 
means  anything  at  all,  constitute  at 
least  one-third  of  those  in  use;  sec<Mid, 
if  this  condition  of  things  is  at  all  to 
be  remedied,  and  thus  put  an  end  to 
the  sacrifice  of  seventy^five  per  cent. 
of  50,000  lives  and  limbs  a  year  it  can 
only  be  done  by  the  complete  retire- 
ment of  the  designs  in  question  from 
service.  When  the  Journal  uses  the 
word  "design"  it  has  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  make  of  the  couplers  in 
use. 

In  a  recent  Act  of  Congress,  known 
as  the  "Sundry  Civil*  Appropriation 
Act,"  the  following  section  Is  found : 

"Hereafter  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby 
authorized,  at  its  discretion,  to  investi- 
gate, test  experimentally,  and  report 


on  the  use  and  need  of  any  appliances 
and  systems  intended  to  promote  the 
safety  of  railroad  operation  which 
may  be  furnished  in  completed  shape 
to  such  Commission  entirely  free  of 
cost  to  the  Government  for  such  inves- 
tigation and  test  And  for  this  pur- 
pose the  Commission  is  authorized  to 
employ  persons  familiar  with  the  sub- 
ject to  be  investigated  and  tested^  and 
may  make  use  of  its  regular  employes 
for  such  purpose." 

With  the  report  of  the  Master  Car 
Builders'  Committee  on  the  four  lead- 
ing designs  of  couplers  in  use  (about 
ninety  per  cent  of  the  whole)  before 
it  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion is  in  a  position  to  take  cognizance 
at  their  defects  and  inherent  limita- 
tions. In  fact  the  Commission  must 
know  that  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  cou- 
pling devices  in  general  use  are  far 
short  of  the  requirements  of  service 
when  it  comes  to  their  measuring  up 
to  the  exactions  of  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  Safety  Appliance  Act. 

In  view  of  these  incontrovertible 
facts  the  Joxtbnax  appeals  to  the  Com- 
mission to  exercise  the  authority  in- 
vested in  it  and  invite  those  persons 
or  conoerne  who  claim  to  have  designs 
in  which  the  defects  in  question  are 
eliminated  to  submit  them  to  an  ex- 
perimental test  under  its  supervision, 
and  if  it  is  proved  that  such  a  design 
is  in  existence,  use  all  of  the  power 
vested  in  it — either  by  impllcaticm  or 
direct  enactment — to  require  the  rail- 
roads to  make  such  a  design  the  stan- 
dard, and  substitute  it  for  the  murder- 
ous devices  in  use  as  (fist  as  possible. 
This  the  Joubnal  asks  in  behalf  of  the 
thousands  of  victims  of  these  latter 
designs  which  go  to  make  up  the 
yearly  calendar  of  bailwat  slauohteb. 


A  New  York  man  says  that  when  he 
was  a  boy  he  rode  on  the  first  train 
that  ran  out  of  Albany.  That's  noth- 
ing, even  if  true.  There  are  men  who 
will  say  that  on  a  train  out  of  Albany 
only  the  other  day  they  bought  a  sand- 
wich that  had  been  on  that  same  first 
train. 
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HOW  THE  ORDER  OF  DANGER 
IN  RAILROAD  OPERATION  IS 
CLASSIFIED  BY  A  IPROMI- 
NENT  RAILROAD  OFFICIAL. 

Robert  E.  Rogers,  in  his  letter,  en- 
Utled  "Taking  Chances/'  published  in 
the  Railroad  Gazette  of  June  l»6th, 
makes  the  following  pointed  state- 
ment: 

"The  dangerous  occupations  of  the 
railroad  are  those  dealing  with  the  ac- 
tual occupations  of  the  trains  and  en- 
gines, and  these,  mentioned  in  the  or- 
der of  their  liability  to  produce  fatal 
injury  are  yard  switchmen,  freight 
brakemen,  freight  condiuctorsy  firemen, 
hostlers,  wipers  and  miscellaneous 
shop  men." 

The  Journal  has  seen  fit  to  publish 
this  extract  from  the  aforesaid  letter 
in  a  brief  distinct  from  those  excerpts 
compiled  and  published  in  the  article 
entitled,  "A  Significant  Admission," 
because  of  the  extraordinary  gravity 
iuYolved  in  concantenation  of  accidents 
in  which  the  writer  very  Justly  places 
the  "yard  switchmen"  as  the  first  in 
the  measure  or  degree  of  danger  to 
which  railway  operatives  are  sub- 
jected. The  writer  further  emphasizes 
this  fact  in  the  following  remark: 

"The  total  number  of  employes 
killed  on  the  road  in  a  year  is  insig- 
nificant when  compared  with  the  num- 
ber fatally  injured  through  switching 
movements  in  a  month." 

With  such  admissions  coming  from 
a  man  whos^  every  interest  would 
constrain  him  to  suppress  or  garble 
the  statistics  upon  which  the  state- 
ment is  based,  it  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  clear  that  the  assignment  of 
causes  for  the  different  classifications 
of  railway  accidents'  must  inevitably 
result  in  the  conclusion  that  conditions 
which  prevail  in  yard  service  are  re- 
sponsible for  accidents  to  the  yardmen^ 
or  switchmen,  and  that  this  condition 


involves  four  times  the  hazard,  to  say 
the  least,  of  any  other  calling  in  the 
line  of  railway  operation.  Would  this 
be  the  case  if  all  cars  were  equipped 
with  coupling  designs  which  were  a^ 
ways  found  reliable,  that  is  which 
coupled  "by  impact"  under  every  am- 
dltion  where  a  coupling  had  to  be 
made,  and  which  could  be  uncoupled 
from  the  side  of  the  car,  with  equal 
assurance,  at  all  times?  It  requires  no 
mathematical  formula  to  determine 
the  answer.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
can  be  safely  stated  that  when  all  cars 
are  so  equipped  the  death  and  injury 
record  to  the  men  in  yard  service  will 
be  the  lowest  of  all  classes  of  railway 
accidents  instead  of  being  the  highest 
as  it  now  is.  Not  <mly  the  highest,  we 
might  add,  but  four  times  as  great  as 
the  next  in  order. 


''COUPLER  DEFECTS" 

The  Master  Car  Builders'  Associa- 
tion, at  its  last  convention  in  Atlantic 
City,  June  17th,  reviewed  this  subject, 
and  for  the  seventh  time  in  its  annual 
meetings  had  enough  to  say  in  con- 
demnation of  the  designs  in  general 
use  to  make  it  plain  that  their  whole- 
sale retirement  for  something  that 
would  meet  with  the  increasing  exac- 
tions of  service  was  the  only  salvati<m 
of  the  railroads.  In  fact,  both  in  the 
Committee's  report  and  the  discussiiMi 
of  the  subject,  they  were  more  out- 
spoken in  detailing  the  specific  defects 
of  the  several  designs  in  use  than  they 
had  been  at  any  time  heretofore. 

The  Committee's  report,  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  which  followed, 
are  too  elaborate  to  publish  in  this  Is- 
sue of  the  Joubi?al;  it  will  therefore 
be  our  policy  to  confine  the  Joubiyal's 
review  to  what  the  master  car  build- 
ers had  to  say  conoeming  these  defects 
wliich  mostly  involve  the  safety  of  the 
men  who  have  to  handle  these  couplers 
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while   performing  their  ordinary   du- 
ties. 

Unlocking  Mechanism. 

This  feature  of  the  couplers  in  use 
was  the  greatest  subject  of  adverse 
criticism.  On  this  point  the  following 
paragraphs  are  quoted: 

"An  examination  was  made  of  sev- 
eral thousand  uncoupling  attachments 
and  a  careful  and  detailed  investiga- 
tion of  1764  of  this  number  as  regards 
design,  application,  condition,  main- 
tenance, repairs  and  operation.  This 
was  conducted  on  five  railroad  sys- 
tems, and  as  both  foreign  and  home 
cars  were  inspected  it  covers  practical- 
ly all  classes  of  cars  offered  in  Inter- 
change as  well  as  all  kinds  of  attach- 
ments. Four  main  styles  of  uncoupling 
attachments  for  M.  C.  B.  couplers  are 
found,  namely,  single  end  rods  on  con- 
cealed end  sill  cars,  single  end  rods 
fastened  to  front  of  end  sill  on  pro- 
jecting end  sill  cars,  single  end  rods 
fastened  on  top  of  end*  sill  close  to 
body  on  projecting  end  sill  cars  and 
double  ended  rods.  The  general  de- 
sign, application,  and  maintenance  of 
some  uncoupling  attachments  is  not 
altogether  satisfactory,  for  example  22 
per  cent,  of  the  rods  will  not  operate 
the  coupler  knuckle  throw,  and  11  per 
cent,  will  not  raise  the  lock  to  the  lock 
set  position,  18  per  cent,  have  uncoup- 
ling rods  with  center  arm  only  three 
inches  long,  and  17  per  cent,  have  a 
chain  slack  as  much  as  from  three  to 
seven  inches." 

It  will  be  noted  that  of  the  number 
of  couplers  (1764)  thus  examined 
THiBTT-THBEB  pcr  cout.  Were  found  in- 
operative, and  that  of  the  two  specific 
assignments  of  their  cause  of  inopera- 
tion  were  failure  of  the  knuckle  throw 
an4  inability  to  raise  the  lock  sufEl- 
ciently  high  to  rest  upon  the  lock  set. 
Of  these  two  assignments  the  failures 
in  the  former  case  were  twice  as 
many  as  in  the  latter  case.    It  has  long 


been  conceded  that  the  coupler  design 
which  conformed  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Safety  Appliance  Law,  as  it  now 
reads,  must  have  an  effective  "knuckle 
throw"  to  save  the  men  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  going  between!  the  cars  and 
opening  the  knuckle  by  hand.  The 
Journal  has  heretofore  contended  that 
an  unreliable  knuckle  throw  was  by 
far  a  greater  menace  to  the  safety  of 
the  men  who  had  to  handle  them  than 
one  which  did  not  claim  such  function. 
The  next  paragraph  of  the  Committee's 
report  which  the  Journal  will  consider 
deals  more  specifically  with  the  defects 
of  the  knuckle  throwing  devices  in  use 
and  reads  as  follows: 
•  "The  knuckle  throwing  feature  of 
most  couplers  is  very  unsatisfactory; 
it  was  found  inoperative  on  27  per 
cent,  of  all  knuckle  throwing  couplers 
and  61  per  cent,  on  one  make.  The 
inclined  plane  type  of  knuckle  throw 
used  on  several  types  of  couplers 
works  fairly  well  on  new  couplers,  but 
after  service  the  engaging  services  on 
the  lock  and  knuckle  tail  become  fiat- 
tened,  resulting  in  an  inoperative 
knuckle  throw.  Possibly  an  improve- 
ment could  be  made  by  having  the  lock 
engage  bottom  of  inclined  plane  far- 
ther away  from  the  edge  nearer  the 
pivot  pin  side.  A  steeper  incline 
would  also  probably  help  the  matter, 
but  this  may  make  the  lift  of  the  lock- 
ing pin  excessive.  Some  couplers  now 
require  from  6  to  6 1-2  inches  lock  lift 
to  throw  the  knuckle,  which  is  too 
much  for  many  types  of  coupling  at- 
tachments with  which  the  cars  are 
now  equipped.  To  prevent  couplers 
from  having  an  excessive  lock  lift, 
which  would  further  complicate  the 
uncoupling  question,  the  committee 
recommends  that  the  lock  lift  shall  not 
be  more  than  6  inches. 

Failure  to  knuckle  throw  is  also  due 
on  some  types  of  couplers  to  the  chain 
becoming  kinked   or  bent  inside   the 
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coupler  head.  The  coupler  having  the 
highest  percentage  of  knuckle  throw 
inoperative  has"  a  spring  to  throw  the 
knuckle,  and  from  observation  it 
would  appear  that  stprings  have  no 
place  in  a  freight  car  coupler.  The 
committee  feels  that  the  manufactur- 
ers should  improve  the  knuckle  throw, 
as  it  is  a  recommended  practice  of  the 
association  and  should  be  adtvanced  to 
standard  as  soon  as  couplers  can  be 
made  that  are  satisfactory  in  this  re- 
spect." 

From  this  last  paragraph  of  the  com- 
mittee's report— dealing  as  it  does 
with  the  unreliable  mechanism  of 
those  couplers  in  general  use  which 
claim  to  have  the  "knuckle  thbow" — 
the  conclusion  Is  inevitable  that  there 
is  not  a  design  in  use  which  should 
not  be  emphatically  condemned.  The 
bare  fact,  as  the  committee  admits, 
that  there  are  none  in  use  which  will 
not  get  out  of  order  after  a  short  term 
of  service  is  proof  positive  that  none 
of  the  signs  in  use  can  be  improved  to 
a  point  where  they  cannot  be  rendered 
"inoperative,"  or  made  to  stand  the 
punishment  to  which  they  are  inevit- 
ably subjected.  As  an  illustration  of 
this  f€ict  the  committee  states  in  one 
place  that  the  "inclined  plane 
KNUCKLE  THBOw"  Is  rendered  inopera- 
tive after  a  short  service  by  the  "flat- 
tening of  the  engaging  surfaces  on  the 
lock  and  knuckle  tail."  The  Very  rem- 
edy,  however,  which  the  committee 
suggests  in  one  clause  is  completely 
neutralized  in  the  next  by  the  admis- 
sion that  such  remedy  would  make  it 
necessary  to  provide  a  greater  degree 
<^  lift  which  is  not  practicable.  At 
this  point  the  question  arises:  Is  it 
possible  to  provide  or  devise  a  coupler 
mechanism  having  a  "knuckle  throw" 
which  will  withstand  the  buffing  inci- 
dental to  the  requirements  of  service. 
The  Joubnal  believes  that  it  is  possible 
to  produce  such  a  device,  and  that  it 


will  be  forthcoming  when  the  Inter- 
State  Commerce  Ckmimisaion  shall  fur- 
nish all  designers  of  coupling  devices 
an  opportunity  to  prove  certain^  spe- 
cific claims  on  this  point  by  a  test  un- 
der the  Commission's  supervision. 

This  the  Commission  is  now  author- 
ized to  do  by  a  recent  Act  of  Congress 
for  which  the  Journal  claims  its 
share  of  credit,,  and  in  which  it  had 
the  co-operation  of  several  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce  and  Secretary  Mose- 
ley. 


RAISE  RATES  OR  LOWER 
WAGES. 

This  is  a  question  that  is  agitating 
the  minds  of  the  shippers  and  inci- 
dentally the  railroad  man  has  been 
drawn  Into  the  controversy  by  wily 
Mr.  W.  C.  Brown,  representing  the 
railway  interests. 

We  are  preparing  an  editorial  for 
the  September  issue  of  the  Journal 
which  demands  considerable  pains  and 
care,  and  which  we  hope  will  conclu- 
sively prove  that  industrial  conditions 
neither  warrant  a  raise  in  railway 
rates  nor  a  reduction  in  wages. 

We  warn  the  members  of  this  union 
against  being  drawn  into  this  question 
that  Is  being  now  threshed  out  by  the 
shippers  and  the  railways. 

At  various  times  and  places  com- 
mittees representing  certain  brother- 
hoods have  appeared  before  State  rail- 
way commissioners,  protesting  against 
a  reduction  in  rates,  on  the  ground 
that  if  rates  were  reduced  wages 
would  have  to  be  correspondingly  re- 
duced. These  committees  went  on 
record  (at  the  behest  of  wily  railway 
managers),  admitting  their  •wages 
must  be  reduced  if  rates  were  reduced, 
for  be  it  remembered  our  employers 
must  have  their  pound  of  flesh  and  will 
not     think     of     reduced     dividends. 
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Brother  ewltchmen.  do  not  be  led  into 
a  trap,  for  the  companies  contemplate 
a  reduction  in  wages,  and  are  simply 
paving  the  way  to  saddle  the  respon- 
sibility for  wage  reduction  upon  the 
shippers  of  the  country.  W.  C.  Brown 
of  the  New  York  Central  Lines  is  the 
genius  who  has  charge  of  this  work, 
but  a  man  with  half  an  eye  can  see 
through  his  whole  scheme.  Of  this  we 
will  deal  in  detail  next  month. 


IS  THE  BROTHERHOOD  OP 
RAILROAD  TRAINMEN  THE 
PROPER  ORGANIZATION  EOR 
THE  MEN  IN  YARD  SERVICE? 

This  question,  as  matters  now  stand, 
might  well  be  asked  by  every  man 
whose  duties  lie  in  the  handling  of 
cars  in  the  freight  yards  of  our  large 
cities.  It  will  be  remembered  that  H. 
R.  Fuller,  representing  the  B.  R.  T., 
appeared  before  the  House  Committee 
on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce 
on  the  19th  day  of  last  March  and*  op- 
posed the  enactment  of  certain  meas- 
ures into  law  in  which  every  man 
thus  engaged  is,  or  should  be,  vitally 
Interested.  When  the  editor  of  the 
Journal  appeared  before  the  aforesaid 
Committee  in  advocacy  of  the  measures 
in  question  he  did  not  anticipate  Mr. 
Fuller's  opposition,  as  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  him  to  conceive  of  anything 
comprehended  in  the  measure  in  ques- 
Uon— Bill  H.  R.  13477— that  could  be 
construed  as  detrimental  to  any  mem- 
ber of  the  B.  R.  T.  Nevertheless  Mr. 
Fuller  used  all  of  his  art  in  opposing 
its  passage.  The  Switchmen's  Union 
are  now  a  unit  in  favoring  this  or 
some  similar  measure  that  will  bring 
the  relief  desired.  The  two  articles 
which  appear  in  this  issue  of  the  Jour- 
nal under  the  captions  of  "Coupler 
Defects"  and  "A  Significant  Admis- 
sion,"   respectively,    must    inevitably 


give  impetus  to  their,  the  switchmen's, 
demands  for  such  legislation  as  will 
have  the  effect  to  retire  from  service 
those  specific  agencies  of  death  and  in- 
jury whose  iniherent  limitations  and 
signal  failures  their  own  sponsors 
have  had  to  admit  Will  Mr.  Fuller, 
or  the  official  heads  of  the  B.  R.  T., 
now  explain  how  the  rank  and  file  of 
its  membership  can  see  anything  but 
disaster — death  and  injury*— in  the  per- 
petuation of  devices  that  are  persist- 
ently decimating  its  constituency? 
Especially  is  this  the  case  with  those 
whose  duties  lie  in  the  switching  serv- 
ice which  constitute — ^according  to  the 
best  information  we  have — ^about  30 
per  cent,  of  the  whole.  That  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  the  brakemen  and  train- 
men will  be  continually  jeoparddzed*  as 

long     as     DEFECTIVE     COUPLINO     DEVICES, 

such  as  are  now  in  general  use,  are 
continued  in  service  is  a  self-evident 
proposition.  However,  when  it  comes 
to  the  men  in  yard  service,  as  a  prom- 
inent railway  official  gives  facts  and 
figures  to  show,  four  of  the  lives  of 
the  latter  are  sacrificed  to  every  one 
of  the  former  it  is  time  for  the  switch- 
man who  has  heretofore  affiliated  with 
the  B.  R.  T.  to  "sit  up  and  take  no- 
tice." 


TAfT  A  UNION-MAN 

Wouldn't  that  start  your  injector  to 
working? 

Taft  a  union  man?  It's  true,  boys, 
he  is  a  sure-enough  union  man;  this 
is  no  joke,  for  the  Shovelmen's  or 
Dredgemen's  Union,  or  some  union 
(?),  anyhow  they  tell  us  it  is  a  union, 
has  admitted  "Injunction  Willie"  to 
membership.  If  that  union  (?)  can 
induce  their  elephantine  acquisition  to 
become  the  propelling  force  behind  a 
shovel,  and  help  make  the  dirt  fiy  in 
the  isthmian  ditch,  we  will  forgive 
them  for  their  "horrible  joke." 
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WILL  IT  EVER  COME  TO  THIS 
WITH  THE  RAILROAD 
BROTHERHOOD. 

The  long  jurisdiction  fight  between 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
and  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners 
is  ended,  and  the  many  bitter  things 
that  have  been  said  in  the  past  will 
never  again  be  revived.  The  terms  of 
agreement  have  been  practically  ar- 
ranged and  will  be  ratified  at  a  meet- 
ing of  President  T.  L.  Lewis  of  the 
Mine  Workers  and  the  officers  of  the 
Western  Federation. 

By  its  terms  the  Western  Federation 
will  waive  all  future  rights  over  the 
coal  miners  of  the  Western  fields;  will 
make  no  further  effort  to  get  them 
in  their  unions  and  allow  the  1,500 
coal  miners  now  in  the  organization 
to  leave  the  federation  and  Join  the 
United  Mine  Workers  without  a  pro- 
test if  they  so  desire.  There  are  about 
six  locals  of  coal  miners  now  in  the 
federation. 

The  Western  Federation  will  retain 
Jurisdiction  over  all  of  the  metallifer- 
ous workers.  President  Lewis  does 
not  ask  that  any  of  the  locals  give 
up  their  charters  at  once,  but  to  wait 
until  time  and  circumstances  show  the 
wisdom  of  a  gradual  union  with  the 
United  Mine  Workers.  He  did  not  de- 
mand that  the  Federation  locals  of 
coal  miners  discontinue  their  organi- 
zation and  said  he  would  not  use  the 
strength  of  his  powerful  organization 
to  enforce  an  agreement  if  the  locals 
were  not  willing.  He  was  sure  the 
half  dozen  unions  would  come  into  his 
fold  in  the  course  of  time  without  any 
feeling  and  without  difficulty. 

The  understanding  is  to  be  definite 
and  for  all  time  and  marks  a  new 
era  in  the  work  of  the  miners'  organi- 
zations in  the  West.  The  constitution 
of  the  Western  Federation  provides 
that    it    have    Jurisdiction    over    all 


unions  in  its  territory,  including  both 
coal  and  metalliferous  workers.  The 
United  Mine  Workers'  constitution 
gives  its  Jurisdiction  over  all  coal  min- 
ers and  no  others. 

The  agreement  will  thus  call  for  the 
change  in  the  federation  constitution 
which  will  cause  it  to  waive  its  Juris- 
diction over  the  coal  miners.  President 
Lewis  said  he  would  not  expect  locals 
like  the  Western  Federation  local  in 
Montana,  composed  exclusively  of  coal 
miners,  to  give  up  its  charter.  It  is 
one  of  the  pioneer  locals  of  the  federa- 
tion and  the  big  organization  grew 
around  it 

"I  believe  that  an  agreement  satis- 
factory to  both  sides  will  be  reached 
before  President  Lewis  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  leaves  the  city,"  said 
President  C.  H.  Moyer  of  the  Western 
Federation  today.  "After  a  conference 
to  be  held  Friday  there  will  be  no 
further  trouble  in  reaching  an  under- 
standing. About  1,500  of  our  men  will 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  Join  the 
United  Mine  Workers  if  they  desire  to. 

"We  have  never  made  any  particu- 
lar effort  to  invade  the  coal  mining 
fields  and  they  have  come  to  us  volun- 
tarily. Organizers  did  no  aggressive 
work  in  their  fields." 

By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  the 
Western  Federation  will  still  remain 
outside  the  breastworks  of  the  Ameri 
can  Federation  of  Labor,  as  the  agree- 
ment, while  satisfactory  to  both  sides, 
in  no  way  amounts  to  affiliation  of  the 
two  miners'  organizations. 


LABOR  DAY. 

One  year  ago,  in  a  short  editorial  on 
•'Labor  Day,"  the  editor  emphasized  the 
stupidity  of  trade  unionists  for  their 
lack  of  perception  in  not  learning  to 
march  on  "Voting  Day."  For  this  the 
editor  was  criticized  for  "insulting  the 
president  of  the  American  Federation 
and  the  members  thereof." 
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The  TRUTH  at  times  Is  very  galling, 
and  If  telling  the  TRUTH  about  any 
person  or  organization  Is  to  be  con- 
strued as  an  Insult,  It  only  reflects 
upon  the  ethics  of  the  aggrieved,  and 
the  editor  of  this  journal  will  not  be 
deterred  for  one  minute,  but  will  spit 
out  the  truth.  It  matters  not  whom  it 
may  offend.  Therefore,  the  editor  has 
no  apologies  to  offer  for  his  utterances 
on  last  "lAbor  Day,"  and  will  not  take 
back  one  word,  not  even  a  syllable. 

If  the  members  of  this  union  want 
an  editor  that  will  jolly  them  and 
pander  to  their  vanity  with  soft,  sugar- 
coated,  meaningless  phrases,  they  will 
have  to  select  another  man,  for  Cas- 
sldy  is  not  a  truckling,  sycophantic 
hypocrite,  who  cares  nothing  for  his 
fellow-man  and  looks  upon  his  union 
as  "a  good  thing,"  which  pays  him  a 
salary  for  publishing  a  lot  of  driveling 
nonsense. 

As  long  as  I  am  editor  of  this  book. 
I  am  going  to  call  a  spade  a  spade,  it 
matters  not  who  may  take  offense.  A 
labor  editor,  If  he  is  honest  to  the 
people  who  are  supporting  him,  should 
create,  stimulate  and  foster  the  spirit 
of  '*CLASS<X)NSCIOUSNBSS"  in  the 
working  class.  He  must  educate  the 
working  class  to  a  sense  of  the  class- 
struggle.  If  he  fails  in  this,  he  is  the 
veriest  quack,  charlatan  or  imposter. 
and  is  obtaining  money  under  false 
pretense,  and  if  there  Is  any  one  thing 
more  despicable  than  another,  it  is 
that  THING  that  plays  its  fellow- 
union  man  for  a  dupe,  a  sucker. 

Now  then,  fellow-switchmen,  get  this 
In  your  heads:  there  is  one  day  in  the 
year  more  Important  to  your  material 
interests  than  "Labor  Day,"  and  that 
is  "Voting  Day."  Learn  how  to  march 
on  "Voting  Day."  We  strike  together, 
are  enjoined  together,  face  the  police 
clubs  together.  He  in  jail  together,  and 
frequently  meet  the  rifle  and  bayonet 
of  the  soldiery  together;    then  why  in 


the  name  of  God  and  common  sense 
don't  we  vote  together! 

When  the  working  class  arrives  at 
that  stage  (class-consciousness)  that 
it  realizes  where  its  Interests  He  on  the 
political  field,  then  "Labor  Day"  will 
carry  with  it  more  significance  than  it 
does  today. 

This  can  be  said  in  favor  of  march- 
ing on  Labor  Day  at  present:  it  in- 
spires courage  in  the  breast  of  the 
weak-hearted  and  weak-kneed  brother 
or  non-unionist.  It  has  a  tendency  to 
keep  intact,  or  increase  our  member- 
ship, which  is  very  desirable,  and 
when  this  is  said  all  is  said«  for  it  by 
no  means  shows  strength,  but  on  the 
contrary,  shows  our  weakness  and 
feeble-mindedness  in  our  political  wel- 
fare. 


ARRAIGNMENT 

Of  PINKCRTONS 

Gen.  Bulkeley  Wells,  the  valiant  sol- 
dier and  sleuth,  with  a  courage  as  sub- 
lime as  it  is  unusual,  with  two  or  more 
revolvers  and  ammunition  strapped  to 
his  lusty  loins,  has  journeyed  from  Col- 
orado to  Idaho  time  and  again  in  col- 
lusion with  the  Plnkerton  detectives 
and  the  officers  of  that  State  in  a  pur- 
pose to  send  Adams  to  an  ignominious 
death.  Twice  already  he  has  been 
tried.  Wells  and  retainers — Idaho  and 
its  zealous  officers,  a ,  United  States 
Senator  and  four  other  attorneys  paid 
to  prosecute,  and  an  ex-Congressman — 
a  man  of  attainments  and  ability — all 
joining  hands  in  this  chase,  in  this 
vicious  and  brave  hue  and  cry  to  count 
the  sands  of  this  man's  life.  What 
does  this  mean?  Why  this  extraordin- 
ary zeal? 

Why,   the   remarkable   spectacle   of 
this  poor,  simple  fellow,  humble  in  life 
and  station,  pursued  for  years  by  tY 
greatest  and  most  depraved  detective 
organization  the  world  has  ever  seen^ 
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at  an  expense  all  told  of  more  than 
1200,000?  Don't  you  know  that  this 
means  something — ^that  there's  some 
thing  wrong  in  this  case? 

Is  It  not  an  unusual  spectacle  to  see 
a  simple  fellow  who  can  hardly  write 
his  name,  fighting  for  his  life  in  the 
thlM  prosecution  of  like  kind  with 
every  office  in  both  States  reinforced 
by  the  most  abandoned  detective  force 
In  the  world  today— the  Plntoerton  Na- 
tional Detective  Agency? 

I  want  here  and  now  to  select  from 
this  bunch  of  human  Jackals  that  ar 
following  this  defendant  with  their 
tongues  lolling  out  and  their  noses 
close  to  the  ground,  a  certain  few 
choice  leaders  and  show  you,  as  I  think 
I  can,  what  their  (Commission  has  been 
and  how  royally  they  have  discharged 
it.  And  first  permit  me  to  observe  that 
it  is  no  pleasure  for  me  to  bring  a  rail- 
ing accusation  against  any  man  or  set 
of  men,  but  1  desire  early  in  this  in- 
quiry to  look  earnestly  into  every  eye 
that  glistens  before  me  and  say  to  you 
under  deep  sense  of  the  responsibility 
that  oppresses  me — do  you  not  realize 
here  the  part  they  have  played  in  this 
cowardly  and  merciless  prosecution? 
Do  you  not  know  their  work  when  you 
see  it  and  their  mission,  whenever 
called,  whether  in  the  mining  camps  or 
in  the  fruitful  valleys  where  some  of 
you  live,  in  the  great  city  where  I  re- 
side, anywhere,  everywhere,  their  vile 
shadows  fall,  that  perjury  stalks  close 
behind,  and  villainy  and  false  witness 
go  hand  in  hand  together? 

Ruined  homes,  shattered  reputa- 
tions, dishonored  wives  and  husbands, 
false  and  perfidious — ^all  on  tap— all  for 
sale  by  these  traffickers  in  blood,  these 
human  hounds  and  past  masters  in 
lying,  deliberate  vllliflcation  and  per- 
jury.   Is  this  not  so? 

Go  with  me  to  Denver  when  this 
trial  is  concluded.  Tou  are  in  the  city, 
if  you  please,  on  the  Sabath  day,  and 


are  alone  and  with  no  place  to  go. 
Tou  stroll  out  in  the  evening  and  pass 
a  church  door  invitingly  open;  and  In 
a  quiet  comer  you  hear  again  from  the 
good  father  the  old  yet  ever  new  story 
of  infinite  mercy  and  love  divine. 
Don't  you  know  that  these  men,  these 
Pinkertons,  this  man  McPartland,  will 
place  you  that  very  hour  in  a  disrepu- 
table house  on  Market  street  and  prove 
it  by  any  number  of  apparently  re- 
spectable witnesses  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, if  there  is  money  enough  in  it 
for  them? 

How  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  of  their 
foul  crimes  as  I  know  them,  of  the 
broken  hearts,  and  the  tears  of  those 
worse  than  widowed  and  orphaned, 
made  so  by  gold  placed  in  the  hands 
of  these  monsters  in  crime,  these 
Pinkerton  detectives. 

Let  me  say  one  warning  word  to  you 
here  and  now  that  will  be  a  guide  to 
you :  never  fail  to  cast  out  and  trample 
under  foot  as  false,  lying  and  perjured 
the  testimony  of  any  man  or  woman  Id 
a  court  of  justice,  brought  to  you  by 
one  of  these  depraved  creatures — ^a 
Pinkerton  detective.  For  thirty  years 
I  have  met  them  in  the  temples  of  jus- 
tice— never,  thank  God,  in  any  other 
capacity  than  a  consistent  and  earnest 
foe.  No  ties  are  too  tender  for  them  to 
tear  asunder,  no  woman's  virtue  a 
sacred  thing,  no  man's  integrity  or 
good  name  a  refuge  in  the  hour  of  need 
and  distress  when  these  villains  are 
bought  to  manufacture  proofs,  when 
they  are  hired  to  tear  down  and  de- 
stroy.—<yran(l  Junction  (ColJ  Daily 
News, 


STARVATION  WAGES. 

The  United  States  census  report  re- 
cently issued,  shows  that  in  certain 
lines  of  industry  the  weekly  earnings 
of  children  amount  to  11.84,  of  women 
$2.26  and  of  men  $5.23.  The  figures 
which  go  to  make  up  this  bulletin  are 
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secured  from  123,703  establishments 
thronsliout  the  country,  some  63  per 
cent  of  all  manufacturing  concerns 
baying  employea 

We  submit  that  this  is  an  appalling 
exhibition  of  industrial  conditions  in 
the  United  States. 

That  children  should  have  to  enter 
the  factories  at  all  is  in  itself  sufflci* 
ently  discreditable,  but  that  they 
should  be  exploited  of  their  tender  tis- 
sue and  their  very  lives  in  return  for 
such  a  pittance  is  monstrous  and  can 
be  characterized  fittingly  by  no  other 
term.  But  it  is  for  the  Tery  reason 
that  childhood  is  so  cheap  that  it  is 
given  preference  and  this  adds  an- 
other count  to  the  indictment  of  the 
capitalist  system. 

One  dollar  and  eighty-four  cents  per 
week! 

Bear  these  figures  in  mind  and 
when  you  hear  the  spellbinder  expati- 
ating upon  the  great  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country  ask  him  if  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  children  are  working 
in  American  factories,  as  shown  by  the 
census  report  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment at  11.84  per  weef. 

Two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents 
per  week! 

This  is  the  wage  paid  to  women  in 
the  factories  of  the  United  Statea— 
not  all  of  them,  but  a  large  number  of 
them.  If  it  were  the  wage  of  but  one 
single  woman  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
condemn  the  system  responsible  for  it. 

Five  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents 
per  week! 

This  is  the  wage  of  man,  the  hus- 
band and  father,  the  provider  and 
head  of  the  family.  That  a  human 
being  can  be  found  so  helpless  and  so 
hopeless  as  to  accept  such  a  paltry 
pittance  for  a  week's  expenditure  of 
his  vital  energies,  his  very  life  forces, 
is  possible  only  where  labor  is  still 
slavery  and  where  nothing  is  cheaper 
than  those  doomed  to  everlasting  toil. 


To  a  man  who  has  even  a  vague  con- 
ception of  what  should  constitute  his 
dignity  and  self-respect,  the  offer  of 
such  a  wage  would  be  an  insult  to  his 
manhood.  But  it  is  accepted,  and 
gratefully  accepted,  by  multiplied 
thousands  who  must  either  be  satisfied 
with  this  and  eke  out  an  existence 
which  ends  at  the  potter's  field,  or  in 
despair  and  desperation  make  their 
exit  through  the  back  door  of  suicide. 
— Union  Labor  Journal. 


Letter  from  Hrst  Vice-President 
Heberling. 

Kansas  Citt,  Mo.,  July  17,  1908. 
Edftob  SwrroHMBN's  Journal: 

Several  years  ago  I  wrote  a  short 
letter  on  the  indifference  of  those  that 
toil.  I  feel  at  this  time,  brother 
switchmen,  that  a  few  plain  words  are 
needed  on  this  subject.  The  union ' 
man  that  does  not  take  an  interest  in 
the  union,  does  not  take  time  to  attend 
meetings,  as  far  as  the  business  of  the 
union  goes,  is  disfranchised,  has  no 
vote  or  voice  in  matters  of  the  most 
vital  importance  to  him  and  his  craft 
A  union  man  that  does  not  attend 
meetings  and  remains  In  good  stand- 
ing by  virtue  of  his  wife,  sister  or 
mother  paying  his  dues  to  protect 
them,  for  the  insurance  the  union  will 
pay  them  in  case  of  death  or  disability 
of  the  indifferent  brother.  I  ask  all 
those  who  may,  by  chance,  read  this 
little  plain  article  to  look  th^nselves 
square  in  the  face  and  ask  themselves 
what  they  have  done  to  advance  the 
cause  of  labor.  Look  through  the  thin 
veneer  deep  down  into  your  own  heart 
and  figure  how  many  unselfish  sacri- 
fices you  have  made  to  advance  la- 
bor's cause,  to  make  better  conditions, 
and  then  note  the  struggle  the  union 
has  made  at  different  times  to  get 
more  wages  for  you.  And  through  the 
efforts  of  the  union  your  wages  are 
maintained.  Tou  cannot  deny  these 
facts,  that  your  advance  in  wages  is 
entirely  due  to  organized  labor.  Then, 
my  indifferent  brother,  ask  yourself 
this  question:  "If  I  were  the  best 
member  in  the  union,  would  there  be 
any  union?".    Supposing  all  the  mem- 
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bers  did  no  more  or  no  less  than  you; 
would  there  be  any  union  In  existence? 
Surely  not,  and  you  wquld  be  soon  re- 
duced to  the  most  abject  slavery, 
yourself  and  family  would  soon  be  in 
the  direst  poverty  on  account  of  the 
helpless  condition  you  would  be  in,  in- 
dividually trying  to  get  Justice  from  a 
great  corporation,  whose  commission 
is  to  get  the  last  penny  of  profit  out  of 
your  poor,  tired  body. 

This  is  not  all  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to.  There  are  a  few  mem- 
bers who  do  attend  your  meetings  and 
take  care  of  the  business  of  the  union 
that  gives  you  the  only  protection  you 
have,  and  some  of  the  indifTerent 
members  will  listen  to  a  Pinkerton 
spy  when  he  quietly  tells  his  lies  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  discord.  Tou  have 
not  been  to  meeting  for  perhaps 
months  or  years;  you  listen  to  the 
sleek,  smooth  villain  discredit  your 
brothers  that  carry  your  burdens  as 
well  as  their  own,  and  you  uncon- 
sciously act  as  a  news  carrier  to  other 
indifferent  men,  and  behold,  you  have 
the  seed  of  dissension  planted  in  your 
ranks  and  you  are  knocking  the  men 
who  have  unselfishly  fought  your  bat- 
tles in  the  past.  If  nations  need  sol- 
diers to  protect  their  domain  from  in- 
vasion by  a  plundering  army,  and 
every  man  a  few  miles  away  from 
the  point  of  attack  refused  to  help,  the 
invading  army  soon  would  ride  rough 
shod  over  all  the  country.  Although 
your  country  was  rich  in  wealth  and 
populous,  a  small  army  could  rob  your 
country  of  all  the  wealth  and  make 
slaves  of  her  citizens,  if  the  people 
were  indifferent  and  offered  no  resist- 
ance. The  small  capitalistic  army  is 
well  equipped  and  drilled  and  ruth- 
lessly oppresses  you.  What  have  you 
done  to  protect  yourself?  You  have 
srtood  idly  by  and  watched  those  fight- 
ing your  fight  go  down  in  defeat,  and 
then  condemned  the  fighting  men  for 
being  defeated  on  account  of  your  own 
indifTerence  to  your  own  interests,  and 
then  later  on  when  you  are  squeezed  a 
little  harder  you  condemn  the  union 
for  not  being  able  to  give  you  the  prop- 
er protection.  Let  the  watchword  of 
aU  organized  labor  be,  the  injury  of 
one  is  the  injury  of  all.  Let  every 
man  be  a  true  soldier.  Your  member- 
ship in  any  labor  organization  de- 
mands more  than  paying  dues  and  be- . 
Ing  enrolled  to  membership.    You  owe 


a  duty  to  the  union,  yourself  and  your 
fellow-man,  to  be  a  live,  energetic 
worker,  to  emancipate  yourself  and 
your  fellow-man.  The  indifferent  men 
In  this  world  never  made  better  condi- 
tions for  themselves.  You  always 
found  them  following  the  army  of 
progress  with  their  bent  forms  as 
slaves  carrying  the  burdens  for  their 
masters.  I  appeal  to  you  in  this  class 
struggle,  regardless  of  craft,  to  stand 
erect,  strengthen  your  bent  forms  and 
step  forward  into  the  front  ranks  and 
be  men  of  action,  and  you  will  be  re- 
warded for  manly  courage.  You  have 
a  mission  to  fill,  a  work  to  do,  an  obli- 
gation rests  on  your  head;  to  shirk  is 
a  crime  to  your  children  and  those  to 
come.  Fill  your  mission  on  earth  so 
that  those  that  follow  you  will  have 
the  bright  rays  of  sunshine  and  hope 
in  their  lives  and  homes,  because  you 
did  your  whole  duty  to  yourself  and 
fellowman,  and  left  sunbeams  in  the 
path  of  those  that  follow  after  you. 

If  you  are  IndifTerent  you  will  leave 
to  youT  children  a  legacy  of  the  dark- 
est despair  that  means  untold  suffer- 
ing to  innocent  women  and  children. 
If  you  do  not  help  smooth  the  rough 
places  in  the  path  of  life  for  those 
that  follow,  if  you  do  nothing  to  make 
better  conditions  than  you  found,  then 
you  have  lived  in  vain  and  as  far  as 
your  existence  is  concerned  the  race 
would  be  the  bAter  off  if  you  never 
were  bom. 

Strive  to  make  life  a  little  better  for 
those  that  do  the  world's  work.  Do 
not  be  the  tool  to  rivet  the  shackels 
on  your  fellow  man,  and  if  each  toller 
does  his  honest  share  of  the  work  for 
his  own  interest,  then  you  will  free 
yourself  Urom  the  oppression  that 
seems  so  hard  to  bear.  Each  man 
must  do  his  duty  and  solidly  organize 
on  the  industrial  field,  and  march  as  a 
unit  into  the  political  arena  and  elect 
men  that  represent  labor.  It  is  high 
time  that  those  that  produce  all  the 
wealth  be  represented  by  men  con- 
scious of  your  needs  and  wants.  Be 
active  and  energetic  and  fight  till  vic- 
tory is  yours  and  Justice  will  sit  where 
persecution  now  reigns. 

Yours  In  B..  H.  &  P., 

S.  E.  Hebebliito. 


From  out  of  the  deep,  dark  pits  men 
see  the  stars  more  gloriously. 
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New  York  City. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  suppose  I  will  have  to  write  a  let- 
ter this  month  and  keep  the  brothers 
posted  on  the  conditions  at  Harlem 
River,  the  Bronx  Kid  will  be  accusing 
me  of  taking  another  nap. 

Well,  for  the  benefit  of  traveling 
brothers  looking  for  office,  there  is 
nothing  doing  at  Harlem  River.  About 
fifty  men  were  on  the  extra  list  and 
if  the  B.  of  R.  T.  don't  get  their  com- 
mittee working,  from  the  looks  of 
things  at  present,  you  can  Judge  what's 
going  to  be  in  store  for  the  future. 
They  had  a  pretty  fair  sample  at  Oak 
Point  a  short  time  ago  that  would  be 
work  for  that  101,000  to  start  at.  But 
if  you  notice  they  are  dealing  it  out 
slow.  Boys,  look  out,  there  is  some- 
thing doing! 

Well,  we  have  gained  twenty-two 
members  in  the  last  thirty  days.  That 
is  not  so  bad.  We  have  a  bunch  for 
the  first  of  August,  too,  or  as  soon  as 
they  can  get  their  withdrawal  card 
from  the  B.  of  R.  T.  Keep  the  good 
work  up,  boys,  they  will  need  more 
than  hot  air  and  a  baseball  club  to  re- 
tain their  membership. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  so  many  of  the 
boys  at  Harlem  River  talk  on  Social- 
ism. I  don't  see  any  way  out  of  this 
panic  but  to  vote  for  'Gene  Debs. 

If  silence  is  a  virtue  the  Bronx  Kid 
is  getting  his  share  of  it. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.,  I  re- 
main.       Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Shults. 


Tacoma,  Wash. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  have  just  witnessed  another 
month  pass  by,  bringing  us  just  one 
nearer  the  great  divide,  and  It  won't 


be  long  before  this  generation  has 
passed  out  of  sight  and  remembrance. 
Now  stop  to  think,  brother,  what  have 
we  done  to  help  the  next  genera- 
tion, nfunely,  our  children?  Have 
you  ever  thought  of  that?  Sure- 
ly every  generation  should  leave  marks 
of  some  good  act  behind  them  so  the 
coming  generation  can  say  with  pride 
that  is  what  our  fathers  did.  and 
now  is  the  time  to  do  so.  I  mean 
from  now  on  you  should  talk  to  your 
fellow  laborers  and  try  to  explain  to 
them  the  reason  why  they  should  not 
vote  the  Republican  or  Democrat  tick- 
ets, but  vote  the  only  ticket  from 
which  they  can  hope  to  reap  any 
benefit,  and  go  next  November  and  cast 
a  good  straight  Socialist  vot^. 

Now  take  it  on  one  hand,  what  has 
the  Republican  party  ever  done  for  the 
poor  laboring  man  but  make  him  poor? 
And  the  candidate  they  have  up  for 
President  this  year,  ex- Judge  Taft,  the 
man  of  injunction  fame,  you  all  know, 
or  ought  to  know,  what  he  did  In  1894. 
Do  you  think  he  would  do  better  If  he 
got  to  be  President?  It  is  taking  an 
awful  chance.  And  the  man  that  is 
now  In  the  chair,  what  has  he  done? 
Nothing  but  give  promises  to  break  the 
trusts,  and  to  send  soldiers  wherever 
the  poor  laboring  man  made  a  just  de- 
mand for  a  chance  to  earn  an  honest 
living,  and  Taft  has  been  his  right- 
hand  man.  So  look  out  before  you 
leap! 

Now  take  the  Democratic  party.  We 
don't  know  what  Mr.  Bryan  could  do 
if  he  were  elected,  but,  brothers  and 
comrades*  It  can  not  be  that  In  a  few 
short  years  that  have  passed  since  1894 
you  have  forgotten  what  a  Democratic 
President  did  for  you,  when  he  called 
out  the  troops  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
even  after  the  Governor  of  that  State 
had  told  him  they  were  not  needed. 
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So  you  see  there  is  only  one  thing  left 
for  the  laboring  man  to  do,  and  that  is 
vote  for  Eugene  V.  Debs  on  the  So- 
cialist ticket  for  President.  He  Is  the 
only  one  of  the  three  you  need  to  ex- 
pect anything  from.  In  1894  he  didn't 
serre  any  injunctions  on  you,  nor  call 
out  the  troops  to  shoot  you  down,  but 
instead  gave  his  time  and  all  to  help 
better  the  condition  of  labor.  Fdr 
God's  sali3  don't  desert  or  work 
against  him  the  way  you  did  in  1894, 
but  let  every  working  man  in  this 
country  vote  for  Debs  and  the  rest  of 
the  ticket,  and  then  watch  the  grand 
change  for  better  times  for  the  labor- 
ing men.  It  is  bound  to  come,  so  why 
not  now?  This  is  a  grand  country  of 
ours,  and  when  our  forefathers  fought 
for  freedom  and  got  it,  they  formed 
the  government  and  did  the  best  they 
knew,  and  everybody  was  satisfied. 
But,  since  then  the  tyrant  in  the  form 
of  the  capitalist  is  ruling  this  country 
with  an  iron  hand  today,  and  crowd- 
ing the  laboring  man  down  further 
every  year,  so  that  now  he  is  no  better 
than  the  negro  slave  was  before  the 
Rebellion,  so  wake  up,  one  and  all,  and 
let  us  throw  off  the  yoke  and  curse 
of  today,  and  change  these  conditions 
for  the  better,  m  our  children  can  not 
say  after  we  are  gone  that  we  were 
cowards  and  not  masters  of  our  own 
soul  and  body.  Ike. 


Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Editob  SwrrcHMEN's  Jottbnal: 

Dear  Comrade:  I  address  you  as 
comrade  because  I  recognize  the  fact 
that  you  are  a  Class  Conscious  trade- 
unionist,  and  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  stand  you  have  taken,  and  I  be- 
lieve you  will  soon  be  recognized  as 
one  of  the  progressive  ones,  by  your 
less  progressive  brothers,  who  are 
sailing  in  an  open  boat  upon  a  shore- 
less sea,  still  begging  favors  of  the 
masters  and  imploring  them  to  be 
better  to  their  slaves. 

Capitalism  has  past  the  day  of  use- 
fulness and  time  is  rotten  ripe  for  a 
change.  The  day  has  past  when  the 
master  class  performs  any  of  the  use- 
ful functions  of  society,  and  for  that 
reason  their  domination  of  the  means 
of  production  and  distribution  should 
cease.  The  factory  and  mill  superin- 
tendents are  hired  slave  drivers,  the 


same  as  the  workingmen  are  wage 
slaves.  The  only  object  of  the  master 
is  profit,  and  a  good  superintendent  in 
his  eye  is  of  course  the  one  who 
brings  in  the  most  prc^t  to  the  master, 
to  the  corresponding  detriment  of  the 
wage  slaves,  who  have  -  created  the 
wealth  which  he  is  permitted  to  own 
and  claim  as  his  own.  This  he  is  en- 
abled to  do  for  the  only  reason  that 
there  is  one  thing  that  he  does  make 
(or  at  least  the  hired  spokesmen  of 
the  capitalist  make,  for  he  cannot  elect 
himself  because  he  is  known,  therefore 
he  employs  traitors  to  the  people's 
cause,  and  they  are  traitors  Just  as 
disreputable  as  the  Pinkerton  detec- 
tives in  the  labor  unions)  to  perform 
the  function  of  law  making  for  them. 
Therefore,  all  people  who  know  any- 
thing at  all  about  E<conomics  know 
that  the  days  are  past  when  the  cap- 
italists perform  any  necessary  social 
function  at  all,  and  therefore  they 
should  not  be  sufTered  as  a  burden  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  wage  earning 
class.  The  time  is  at  hand  when  the 
workers  should  wake  up  to  a  realiza^ 
tion  of  that  fact.  They  should  think 
of  their  wives  and  children  at  home,  in 
their  rented  shacks  in  which  they  pay 
tribute  to  the  master  for  the  privilege 
of  occupying  it.  They  should  learn 
something  of  that  thing  which  Theo- 
dore I  referred  to  as  that  "EMI  thing 
called  Class  Consciousness,"  and  then 
Theodore  and  his  bunch  will  get 
a  chance  to  be  really  useful  for  the 
first  time  in  their  lives,  for  they  will 
be  obliged  to  work  or  they  will  not  eat 
But  that  bunch  are  Class  Conscious. 
Why?  Brand  Whitlock,  in  reporting 
the  Republican  Convention  to  the 
Pittsburg  Press,  said  that  as  Class 
Conscious  a  body  as  the  Republican 
Convention  was  never  before  assem- 
bled, and  what  little  progressive  spirit 
was  expressed  was  disguised  even 
by  those  who  ofTered  the  resolutions. 
But  something  was  deemed  necessary 
to  catch  votes,  and  was  but  a  proof 
of  their  perfidy  and  dishonor.  Hence 
it  is  entirely  proper  and  fitting  that 
the  worker  should  wake  up  to  that 
fact,  that  they  perform  all  of  the  use- 
ful functions  of  society,  that  it  is  they 
who  have  built  all  the  mills,  factories 
and  riEiilroads,  brought  all  of  the 
precious  metals,  coal  and  petroleum 
from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  built 
mansions    for    parasites    and    rented 
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shacks,  made  '  automobileB  for  the 
shirkers  and  made  their  own  hard- 
working wives  walk,  built  boardlnig 
schools  and  unlyersities  tor  the  pam- 
pered sons  and  daughters  of  the  plu- 
tocracy and  sent  their  own  to  the 
breakers  and  sweat  shops,  inyented  the 
machines  which  their  wiyes  and 
daughters  use,  and  they  themselyes 
walk  the  streets  looking  for  Jobs  as  a 
reward  for  service  well  performed, 
with  the  privilege  of  ekeing  out  an 
existence  as  best  they  may. 

The  day  of  individualism  is  past  as 
a  useful  institution  and  can  only  be 
continued  with  sorrow  and  woe,  pain 
and  misery.  Society  should  no  longer 
permit  an  individual  or  a  collection  of 
individuals  to  own  the  tools  of  pro- 
diibtion  and  distribution,  which  are 
essential  to  the  life  of  society.  They 
are  the  collective  product  of  collective 
labor,  therefore  they  should  be  the 
collective  property  of  labor.  Panics 
cannot  be  prevented  unless  the  pur- 
chasing of  labor  is  equal  to  the  pro- 
ducing power,  and  this  can  only  be 
done  by  rewarding  labor  with  all  of 
its  products,  because  of  the  fact  if  you 
erected  a  great  tank  and  run  water  in 
at  the  top  with  a  10  inch  pipe,  and  out 
at  the  bottom  with  a  9  inch  pipe,  the 
time  would  come  when  that  tank  would 
soon  run  over.  But  the  statistician  at 
Washington  tells  us  that  the  average 
product  of  labor  is  110.00  a  day,  that 
wages  are  less  than  |1.50,  therefore 
you  are  trying  to  empty  the  tank 
which  has  a  10  inch  inlet  with  an 
1 1-2  inch  outlet.  It  can  not  be  done. 
The  outlet  must  be  made  equal  to  the 
inlet  and  nothing  less.  There  is  noth- 
ing to  compromise,  the  interests  of 
capital  and  labor  are  not  individual, 
but  diametrically  opposite.  Between 
labor  and  the  capitalist  there  can  be 
no  harmony;  antagonism  is  natural, 
not  only  natural  but  inevitable.  There- 
fore, war  must  be  continued.  The 
capitalist  is  simply  a  load  on  the  work- 
ers' back  and  must  be  thrown  off. 

Not  only  is  he  a  load  to  carry,  but 
a  persecutor  as  well.  EiVery  injunc- 
tion issued,  every  striking  unionist 
shot  or  imprisoned,  and  every  rap  on 
the  head  by  the  policeman's  club  has 
been  wielded  for  the  sole  and  exclus- 
ive purpose  to  protect  the  individuail 
rights  of  the  capitalist,  his  individual 
right  to  operate  mines,  mills  and  tac- 
tories  in  unsanitary  conditions,  rail- 


roads without  safety  appliances,  to  put 
girls  and  boys  at  eleven  and  twelve 
running  the  machines  which  labor  has 
invented,  and  put  the  inventor  walk- 
ing the  street.  And  on  the  side  of 
labor  the  individual  right  to  obey  the 
mandate  of  the  master  or  go  to  Jail. 
The  individual  right  to  go  between 
cars  to  couple  or  uncouple  because  of 
the  absence  of  cutting  levers  or  defec- 
tive conditions  of  the  appliances^  to 
get  your  hands  cut  ofT,  or  get  killed 
and  your  wife  will  have  the  individual 
right  to  take  in  boarders  or  washing 
for  a  living  forever  afterwards.  His 
individual  right  to  discharge  and 
blacklist  you,  and  your  individual  right 
to  go  to  Jail  if  you  tell  what  he  did 
in  print 

The  individual  right  of  the  half- 
grown  girls  in  the  cotton  mills  to  get 
weaver's  consumption,  and  die  or  grow 
to  be  old  women  without  ever  being 
young  ones,  and  their  individual  right 
to  work  in  department  stores  for  |4.00 
or  15.^0  per  week,  and  their  indivi- 
dual right  to  get  the  rest  necessary  to 
maintain  their  existence  by  prostitu- 
tion. Such  are  the  products  of  in- 
dividualism. Individualism  stands  for 
famine  and  misery,  disease  and  death, 
prostitution  and  murder,  dishonor  and 
crime,  strife  and  hell.  The  Republi- 
can party  stands  for  individualism 
and  opposed  to  socialism,  so  let  us  ex- 
amine what  socialism  stands  for.  The 
"People's  Cyclopaedia"  tells  us  that 
socialism  stands  for  a  more  harmon- 
ious order  of  society,  one  in  which  the 
means  of  production  and  distribution 
shall  be  the  collective  property  of  so-  . 
ciety,  and  the  whole  product  returned 
to  the  different  producers  in  the  pro- 
portion produced,  and  would  substi- 
tute this  mode  for  the  present  unjust 
and  unfair  competitive  mode  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution.  Now  does 
that  sound  like  anarchy?  No,  indeed! 
Capitalism  and  individualism  combined 
amount  to  anarchy  running  wild.  In 
the  first  place  the  statistician  under 
Theodore  I  tells  us  that  only  two- 
flfths  of  the  labor  is  performed  in  a 
useful  line,  and  the  other  three-fifths 
is  wasted.  What  would  be  the  result 
if  all  labor  were  performed  with  a  use- 
ful object  in  view? 

So  you  can  easily  see  what  is  the 
cost  of  individualism  to  society  in- 
dustrially, the  cost  morally,  possibly 
can  never  be  ascertained,  but  as  to 
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that  I  can  agree  with  Lester  F.  Ward 
in  hU  great  work  entitled  *'The 
Psychic  Factors  of  Civilization."  He 
says  this,  page  320:  "PrlmitlYe  Goy- 
emment,  when  only  brute  force  ex« 
isted,  'was  strong  and  honest  enough 
to  secure  a  Just  and  equitable  distri- 
bution of  their  wealth.  But  today, 
when  intellectual  and  modem  force 
rules  everything,  it  claims  to  be  power- 
less to  do  this.  It  is  absurd  to  main- 
tain that  the  crimes  and  evils  of  our 
day  are  committed  by  the  muscles  of 
society  and  must  be  corrected  by  the 
brain.  There  is  no  form  of  government 
based  upon  Justice  that  will  not 
protect  all  members  of  society. 
This  proves  that  the  state  under 
our  modem  plutocracy  is  not  in 
any  sense  the  government  It  is 
supposed  to  be,  but  is  an  institu- 
tion that  is  using  the  most  modern 
methods  for  extorting  tribute  from  the 
governed.  That  under  the  system  that 
now  exists  the  wealth  of  the  world, 
however  created,  and  irrespective  of 
the  claims  of  the  producer.  Is  made  to 
go  toward  certain  centers  of  accumu- 
lation, to  be  enjoyed  by  those  holding 
the  keys  to  the  situation.  The  world 
appears  to  be  approaching  a  stage  at 
which  those  who  labor,  no  matter  how 
skilled  or  Industrious,  or  how  frugal, 
will  receive  according  to  the  **Iron 
Law"  formulated  by  Ricardo,  only  so 
much  for  their  service  as  will  enable 
them  to  exist  and  propagate  their 
kind.  The  rest  finds  its  way  to  a  few 
hands  of  a  non-producing  class,  whom 
the  usages  and  laws  of  all  nations  per- 
mit to  hold  and  claim  as  their  own, 
because  they  have  the  paper  titles  to 
the  sources  of  all  wealth  which  they 
did  not  produce,  but  are  granted  the 
right  to  allow  or  forbid  production  as 
it  suits  their  will. 

These  are  great  and  serious  evils, 
compared  with  which  all  crimes,  recog- 
nized as  such  if  no  government  ex- 
isted would  be  trifles.  The  underpaid 
labor,  the  prolonged  and  groveling 
drudgery,  the  wasted  strength,  the 
misery  and  squalor,  the  disease  re- 
sulting from  present  conditions, 
and  the  premature  deaths  that 
would  be  prevented  in  a  single  year 
by  a  Just  distribution  of  the  products 
of  labor,  would  in  a  single  year  out- 
weigh all  of  the  sO'Called  crimes  of  a 
century,  for  the  prevention  of  which  it 
Is  claimed   government   exists.     That 


this  whole  vast  theatre  of  woe  (for 
which  individualism  is  responsible) 
is  regarded  wholly  beyond  the  reach  of 
government,  while  the  most  strenuous 
efforts  are  put  forth  to  detect  and 
punish  the  perpetrator  of  the  least 
crimes,  which  are  but  the  fruit  of  our 
individualistic  state.  That  this  ignor- 
ing of  great  crimes,  while  so  frantic- 
ally striking  at  lesser  ones,  is  the  mark 
of  an  efTete  civilization,  and  warns  us 
of  the  approaching  dotage  of  the  race." 

Such  Is  the  cost  of  individualism 
and  is  what  socialism  will  abollslL 
The  socialist  alone  recognizes  the  fact 
that  government  under  the  domination 
of  individuals  will  and  cannot  help 
but  be  used  as  an  institution  to  op- 
press and  extort  tribute  from  the  toll- 
ing masses.  But  you  say  how  can  it 
be  helped,  socialism  will  rob  the  people 
too.  But  say  to  the  doubting  friend 
you  have  not  yet  arrived  at  a  stage  of 
class  consciousness,  if  you  had  you 
would  understand  cause  and  effect.  In 
other  words  the  Interests  that  have  in- 
fluenced legislation.  In  Pennsylvania 
the  public  offlcials  robbed  the  state  of 
19,000,000.00  in  the  capital  deal.  This 
was  possible  becAuse  the  capital  was 
erected  and  finished  by  individuals  at 
four  prices,  and  the  likelihood  is  that 
the  responsible  offlcials  accepted  re- 
bates. But  if  the  capital  had  been 
built  under  socialism,  it  would  simply 
have  cost  the  labor  necessary  to  manu- 
facture the  articles  contained  in  the 
building  and  erections,  and  no  surplus 
profits  to  be  divided  among  the  looters, 
and  therefore  the  incentive  to  graft 
would  be  removed  and  made  impos- 
sible. 

Under  socialism  possible  streets 
would  be  made  streets,  and  not  alleys, 
places  provided  for  the  children  to 
play  and  develop,  women  would  also 
get  the  product  of  their  labor  and 
would  not  become  prostitutes.  Crime 
would  in  all  probability  be  unknown 
that  exists  today — for  economic  condi- 
tions are  responsible  for  crimes. 

The  sewerage  systems  of  our  cities 
would  probably  lead  to  a  reduction 
plant  and  be  tumed  into  fertilizer  in- 
stead of  the  river  to  create  disease. 

This  and  a  thousand  other  things 
socialism  would  do,  and  above  all 
would  abolish  war  which  has  always 
been  waged  by  the  workers  for  the 
benefit  of  the  masters. 
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The  master  tells  the  worker  through 
his  press  that  the  red  flag  of  the  social- 
ist stands  for  blood  and  murder. 

That  Is  a  lie  as  black  as  any  that 
ever  came  from  hell,  and  they  know  it, 
and  that  is  the  reason  they  say  so, 
for  remember  the  capitalist  press  liyes 
on  lies,  and  its  function  is  deception, 
because  they  can  rule  as  long  as  the 
worker  Is  deceived  and  no  longer. 

The  red  flag  stands  for  the  unity  of 
working  class  interests  throughout  the 
world,  it  is  the  banner  of  world-wide 
peace  and  fraternity. 

When  Norway  ceded  from  Sweden  a 
short  time  ago  the  royalty  of  Sweden 
prepared  for  war,  they  were  going  to 
send  their  exploited  workers  out  to 
shoot  their  Norwegian  brothers,  but 
there  were  some  socialists  in  these 
countries  and  in  the  meantime  they 
got  busy  and  they  prepared  to  avert 
war  while  the  royalty  were  getting 
gatling  guns  and  canons  in  shape  the 
socialists  were  getting  together  and  on 
an  appointed  day  they  turned  out  in  a 
tremendous  army,  but  they  did  not 
carry  guns,  they  did  not  turn  out  for 
that  purpose.  They  had  with  them 
their  wives  and  children,  their  sweet- 
hearts and  sisters,  they  made  speeches 
about  the  unity  of  the  interests  of  the 
working  class,  and  intermingled  with 
each  other  and  vowed  not  to  shoot  one 
another,  and  spoke  of  fraternity  and 
peace.  They  got  the  royal  class  to  un- 
derstand that  if  there  was  to  be  war 
that  the  royal  class  would  have  to  fight 
it,  and  that  ended  all  talk  of  war,  and 
will  do  so  everywhere  else  when  it  is 
necessary  for  the  plutocracy  to  do  the 
fighting. 

But  over  those  armies  of  workers 
advocating  peace  waved  neither  the 
fiag  of  Sweden  or  Norway  as  a  taunt 
to  the  other,  like  a  boy  with  a  chip  on 
his  shoulder  daring  some  one  to  knock 
it  off  looking  for  a  fight  But  over 
them  waved  the  red  flag  of  working- 
class  unity,  fraternity  and  world-wide 
brotherhood. 

Such  is  the  mission  of  socialism  and 
Its  mission  will  be  fulflUed,  poverty 
and  misery,  and  disease  and  crime  to 
great  extent  will  be  things  of  the  past. 
The  richest  will  be  poor  but  the  poor- 
est will  be  rich.  Happiness  and  con- 
tentment will  be  possible,  virtue  and 
honor  will  reign  and  vice  and  pros- 
titution will  be  eliminated. 

Yours  for  Socialism, 

Walter  Riohabds. 


Moose  Jaw,  Sask.,  Canada. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  not  seen  anything  from 
No.  19  for  some  time,  I  will  write  a 
line,  as  dull  business  has  forced  me  to 
become  a  farmer.  I  am  located  In  Can- 
ada thirty  miles  from  Moose  Jaw. 
Railroad  business  Is  very  dull  In  this 
part  of  the  country.  The  prospects  for 
crops  are  fine  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. This  is  my  first  trip  to  the  post- 
ofSLce  since  June  18,  1908,  and  I  have 
lost  track  of  the  railroad  situation.  I 
wish  all  S.  U.  men  success  during  this 
depression  of  business,  especially 
those  in  C,  B.  ft  Q.  yards  in  Chicago, 
where  I  was  located  for  about  five 
years.  If  this  does  not  find  Its  way  to 
the  wastebasket  I  will  write  again 
and  give  some  of  the  conditions  up  In 
these  parts  as  to  how  switchmen  are 
used  on  the  C.  P.  Ry.  Success  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  banner. 

Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P.. 
A  Membeb  of  No.  19,  Chicago. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Jourxal: 

I  will  try  and  let  the  outside  broth 
ers  know  that  No.  80  is  still  alive  and 
holding  up  in  membership  finely,  even 
though  the  financial  crisis  hit  us  pretty 
hard,  we  have  held  our  own  nicely.  1 
must  say  No.  80  has  a  determined  lot 
of  memibers,  who  do  not  easily  get  dis- 
couraged. Business  is  holding  up 
pretty  well  here,  and  we  expect  things 
to  brighten  up  as  soon  as  the  fruit 
season  opens  up.  We  hope  then  to 
give  some  traveling  brother  a  position. 
In  case  you  come  this  way  be  sure  you 
have  your  dues  paid  up,  as  our  general 
yardmaster  is  quite  a  friend  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

Several  of  the  brothers  are  off  on 
leave  of  absence.  Bro.  E.  E.  Roller 
and  family  have  gone  to  their  summer 
cottage  to  enjoy  the  cool  breezes  and 
land  a  few  whales,  but  we  think  Bro. 
Roller  should  have  taken  a  guide  along 
to  see  that  the  string  of  fish  did  not 
get  loose  and  go  to  the  bottom.  But  I 
guess  Sister  Roller  will  see  to  that  as 
she  is  somewhat  of  an  angler  herself. 
Bro.  Danenberg  is  at  his  home  after 
a  stay  of  five  or  six  months  in 
Memphis,  where  he  was  employed  by 
the  Rock  Island.    We  are  sorry  to  state 
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at  this  writing  that  he  is  confined  to 
his  bed  with  typhoid  fever. 

Bro.  John  Getten  is  gaining  very 
slowly. 

Will  clear  the  main  line,  wltti  best 
wishes  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  and  hoping 
every  laboring  man  in  the  United 
States  will  vote  for  Eugene  V.  Debe 
this  fall,  I  remain. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 

Uncle  Rastus. 


Blue  Island,  III. 

Editob  Switchhkn's  Jofbnal: 

At  our  last  regular  meeting,  which 
was  a  hot  one,  we  landed  two  old 
heads.  Both  of  them  were  old  S.  M. 
A.  A.  members — Bro.  Jack  Nefl,  day 
yardmaster  of  the  C.  T.  T.;  and  Bro 
Dave  Emmert  of  the  Rock  Island. 
There  are  but  a  few  in  either  yard 
here  that  don't  belong  to  the  union. 
Some  can't  afford  It  on  account  that 
they  are  not  quite  squared  up  yet; 
some  are  working  under  a  flag  and 
don't  want  any  one  to  know  it  in  Zlon 
City;  some  say  their  wives  say:  "You 
get  as  much  pay  as  a  union  man,  what 
do  you  want  to  Join  for?"  One  old 
stiff  says  he  don't  believe  he  would 
Join  if  the  S.  U.  got  him  50c  per  hour, 
so  there  you  are.  We  have  some  men 
who,  I  am  sure,  will  be  men  enough 
to  come  across  and  get  in  the  wagon. 
Thpir  hearts  are  right.  This  is  only 
meant  for  the  ones  that  this  shoe  fits 
and  they  can  put  it  on.  We  would  be 
better  off  without  that  class.  A  man's 
own  conscience  tells  him  what  to  do. 
He  knows  he  don't  want  to  get  some- 
thing for  nothing. 

One  old  soak  told  me  he  would  Join 
if  he  could  get  by  the  doctor.  I  said 
you  managed  to  get  by  the  doctor  for 
a  Job  O.  K.,  but  to  get  in  the  union  the 
doctor  was  stricter,  of  course.  The 
man  who  can't  pay  anybody  Is  noth- 
ing more  nor  less  than  a  deadbeat  and 
takes  the  bankruptcy  route  in  order  to 
get  out  of  paying  his  honest  debts. 
We  don't  need  him,  still  he  works, 
which  Is  unjust  And  a  man  that  will 
work  and  get  all  the  privileges  and 
sometimes  a  little  more,  must  have  the 
gaul  of  Billy  Sundy  who  took  |100,000 
and  then  wanted  to  give  it  back  after 
the  man  was  out  of  sight  There  are 
a  few  in  that  class,  very  few. 

There  is  some  talk  of  our  lodge  giv- 
ing a  boat  ride;   75c  or  |1.00  round 


trip.  Come  up  to  meeting  and  deter- 
mine on  where  we  will  go  and  help 
make  it  a  success.  Get  acquainted 
with  some  of  your  own  lodge  members, 
that  will  help  some  in  time  of  need. 
No  brother  was  ever  turned  down  in 
bad  circumstances,  and  your  turn  may 
come  some  day. 

Our  lodge  received  the  sad  news 
meeting  night  that  president  C.  O. 
Smith  was  called  away  to  Kansas  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  brother-in- 
law.  The  remains  were  brought  back 
and  buried  in  Michigan. 

Yardmaster  John  Ryan's  wife  died 
on  June  21st 

Bro.  J.  Bowman  and  wife  and  daugh- 
ter wish  to  extend  their  thanks  to  the 
switchmen  and  friends  for  the  floral 
offerings. 

Bro.  R.  C.  Atkinson,  night  yardmas- 
ter for  the  C.  T.  T.,  is  away  on  a  two 
weeks'  vacation.  Bro.  Neff  appointed 
young  Bob  the  III  to  run  the  yard. 

The  latest  is  that  one  of  our  brothers 
is  going  to  get  married.  That  will  put 
our  stock  up  some.    Good  boy,  Gus! 

Hoping  I  have  offended  no  one,  I  re- 
main,     Yours  in  B.,  H*  and  P., 

Agent. 


New  Orleans,  Cal. 

Edifob  Swttohmbn's  Journal: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  the  Journal  to 
let  the  brothers  throughout  the  coun- 
try know  that  Pontchartraln  Lodge 
No.  225  is  still  holding  its  own  during 
these  hard  times.  We  have  a  fair 
membership;  now  and  then  we  take 
in  a  few  more.  Bro.  J.  B.  Connors  has 
been  with  us  for  the  past  five  days, 
straightening  out  matters  for  this 
lodge.  Bro.  Connors  attended  our  last 
regular  meeting,  also  addressed  an 
open  meeting  given  under  the  auspices 
of  this  lodge.  There  were  many  rail- 
road clerks  and  other  railroad  men  in 
attendance;  yes,  and  quite  a  number 
of  trainmen  on  hfind.  Bro.  Connors 
was  applauded  several  times  during 
his  address.  I  hope  Bro.  Connors  will 
pay  us  another  visit  soon,  as  he  puts 
the  brothers  on  edge,  and  if  some  one 
like  Connors  did  not  come  here  they 
would  get  that  slow  motion  movement 
in  them  again.  Come  again,  Bro.  Con- 
nors. 

Mr.  Bowen  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad  Clerks  also  addressed  the 
meeting,  and  advised  all  yardmen  to 
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line  up  with  the  union  repreaentlng 
the  business  they  are  following.  Mr. 
Bowen  is  an  old  rail,  but  had  the  mis- 
fortune of  losing  one  of  his  limbs^  thus 
throwing  him  out  of  train  service.  1 
must  say  Bro.  Bowen  made  an  eloquent 
address  In  behalf  of  unionism.  As 
there's  no  more  to  say,  or  any  more  I 
can  remember,  only  to  thank  all  who 
attended  our  open  meeting,  not  forget- 
ting the  clerks'  union  and  members  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Trainmen  who  were 
In  attendance.  With  best  wishes  to 
all.  Thomas  P.  Maguibe. 


Cincinnati*  Ohio. 

Editob  SwrrcHMtN's  Joubnal: 

If  I  am  not  too  late,  please  give  my 
letter  consideration. 

Brothers  In  Cincinnati  and  vicinity, 
please  wake  up  before  you  get  run 
over.  We  never  see  anything  In  the 
Joubnal  from  Cincinnati  any  more. 
The  four  lodges  gave  a  grand  com- 
bined outing  at  Chester  Park,  Satur- 
day, July  11.  1908.  which  was  a  grand 
success  In  general. 

To  begin  with,  a  chairman  was 
elected  from  each  lodge,  as  follows: 
John  Caufleld,  chairman.  Lodge  No. 
214;  R.  B.  McKenna.  chairman.  Lodge 
No.  26;  Charles  Stevens,  chairman, 
Lodge  No.  123.  and  H.  M.  Blackburn, 
chairman,  Lodge  No.  113.  After  the 
four  chairmen  were  duly  elected  they 
elected  as  general  chairman  A.  L. 
Gantz.  Ten  thousand  tickets,  at  10 
cents  each,  were  printed.  Each  chair- 
man received  2,500  tickets,  or  one- 
fourth  of  all  tickets.  The  agreement 
entered  Into  between  the  four  lodges 
was  to  the  effect  that  each  lodge  take 
one-fourth  of  the  tickets  and  sell  same. 
We  had  a  grand  time  at  Chester  Park, 
our  worthy  President,  Prank  T.  Haw- 
ley,  being  present  I  had  arrange- 
ments made  with  committee  to  meet 
our  Presl<3tent  at  the  .train,  but  falling 
to  get  his  telegram,  could  not  carry 
out  prearranged  plans,  which  I  re- 
gretted very  much.  I  will  state  that 
each  lodge  cleaned  up  a  nice  sum  for 
Its  treasury.  The  final  meeting  of  the 
outing  committee  for  settlement  of  out- 
ing proceeds  took  place  at  the  Den- 
nlson  Hotel,  Monday,  July  13,  1908,  at 
2:10  p.  m.  Meeting  called  to  order  by 
A.  L.  Gantz,  general  chairman.  Lodge 
No.  214.  Present.  H.  M.  Blackburn, 
Lodge  No.  113;   R.  B.  McKenna,  Lodge 


No.  26;    C.  B.  Stevens,  Lodge  No.  123. 
Absent,  John  Caufleld,  Lodge  No.  214. 

Report  of  tickets  returned:  Lodge 
No.  26  received  2,600  tickets,  returned 
2,433,  having  sold  and  outstanding  67. 
Lodge  No.  123  received  2.600  tickets, 
returned  1  968;  sold  and  outstanding:, 
632.  Lodge  No.  113  received  2,600 
tickets,  returned  362;  sold  and  out- 
standing, 2.148.  Lodge  No.  214  re- 
ceived 2,500  tickets,  returned  983;  sold 
and  outstanding,  1.517.  Making  total 
of  6.736  tickets  returned. 

Cash  reported  for  tickets  sold:  Lodge 
No.  26  reported  13.20;  No.  123  reported 
141.90;  No.  113  reported  1127.40; 
No.  214  reported  |82.25.  Making  a 
total  of  1264.76. 

Cash  reported  on  hand.  Report  of 
expanses  and  pay  of  committee:  No. 
26  reported  1  day,  |5.00;  No.  214,  11 
days,  $56.00;  No.  113,  6  days,  |26.00; 
No.  123,  4  days,  |20.00.  Expenses  paid 
and  receipts  taken  for  same.  $105.00. 
Total  amount  of  money  reported, 
$254.75;  minus  $105.00;  balance, 
$149.75,  to  be  divided  between  the  four 
lodges. 

Protest  made  by  H.  M.  Blackburn, 
No.  113,  against  giving  No.  26  equal 
division  of  money,  on  the  ground 
that  No.  26  had  forfeited  right  to  same 
by  refusing  to  take  any  interest  in  out- 
ing, not  having  sold  enough  tickets  to 
pay  their  committeeman  for  the  one 
day  he  reported  on  committee.  Protest 
was  voted  down  by  Lodges  Nos.  214, 
26  and  123.  and  money  divided  equally 
between  the  four  lodges,  each  lodge 
receiving  $37.43.  Meeting  adjourned 
at  4  p.  m.  So  ended  the  combined  out- 
ing of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  1908 
at  Cincinnati. 

No.  26,  you  had  better  wake  up,  or 
we  will  have  to  name  you  the  sleeping 
beauty.  The  following  Is  an  account 
of  our  outing  from  the  Cincinnati  En- 
quirer: 

Nearly  9,000  people  were  present  at 
the  annual  outing  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America  at  Chester 
Park  yesterday.  The  affair  proved  to 
be  An  even  greater  success  than  the 
most  optimistic  expected,  with  the  re- 
sult that  large  dividends  will  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  various  lodges. 

Special  prizes  were  awarded  those 
who  w^  successful  con^testants  in  the 
various  athletic  events.  The  winners 
were: 
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One  hundred-yard  dash,  Wllber  B. 
Lowenstein;  fifty-yard  da&h  for  boys, 
Ben  Altman,  first;  Herman  Beber,  sec- 
ond. Boat  race,  Charles  Davis,  first, 
time  1:30;  Luke  Stamper,  second,  time 
1:35.  Swimming  race,  William  Kane, 
first;  Charles  Davis,  second.  Woman's 
running  race,  Mrs.  James  Campbell  of 
Covington,  first;  Agnes  Murphy,  sec- 
ond. Girls'  running  race.  Myrtle 
Groves  of  Ludlow,  first;  Etta  Stark, 
second.  Fat  men's  race,  Charles  Mc- 
Gowan,  first;  N.  L.  Knox,  second.  Lean 
men's  race,  James  Canfield,  first;  A.  L. 
Gantz,  second.  Cl^r  race,  James  Can- 
field,  first;    Charles  Stevens,  second. 

A.  L.  Gantz  acted  as  general  chair- 
man of  the  day's  outing,  assisted  by  a 
chairman  of  the  various  lodges  and  a 
local  committee.  A  special  meeting  of 
the  local  Switchmen's  Union  will  be 
held  at  Cosmopolitan  Hall  at  8  o'clock 
this  evening,  when  addresses  will,  be 
delivered  by  International  President 
Frank  T.  Hawley  of  Buffalo  and  Frank 
Rist  of  Cincinnati. 

Lightest  switchman  on  the  grounds, 
Fleischmann  prize,  John  Canfield.  122 
pounds;  heaviest  switchman,  A.  L. 
Lehman,  241%  pounds,  Fleischmann 
prize. 

Frank  T.  Hawley  of  Buffalo,  Interna- 
tional President  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America,  was  present 
at  the  outing. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Old  Kentucky. 


A  Reply  to  a  Preacher. 

DixuTH,  Minn.,  July  10. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Here  is  a  statement  of  how  labor 
unions  and  agitators  are  pictured  in 
the  mind  of  one  of  the  leading  divines 
of  New  York  City,  according  to  LesUe*s 
Weekly: 

The  few  following  lines  are  reported 
as  falling  from  the  lips  of  John  Wesley 
Hill,  pastor  of  the  Metropolitan  Tem- 
ple of  that  city.  He  says:  '*The  em- 
ployer has  a  right  to  what  he  has  hon- 
estly earned;  deny  that  and  you  have 
shattered  the  cornerstone  of  our  civi- 
lization." "The  proposition  to  abolish 
private  property  and  make  the  State 
the  general  proprietor,  is  false  to  every 
principal  of  equity  and  justice."  "The 
employer  also  has  a  right  to  decline 
the  services  of  all  intractable  men.  I 
believe  in  the  right  of  free  speech,  but 


I  deprecate  the  inflammatory  ebulli- 
tions of  professional  agitators,  whose 
only  claim  to  being  worklngmen  is 
based  upon  their  ability  to  work  the 
worklngmen.  Men  who  make  a  rev- 
enue out  of  trouble,  and  who  fatten 
on  calamity.  I  warn  you  against  these 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  these 
enemies  of  honest  labor." 

It  may  be  (?)  that  Mr.  Hill  does  not 
recognize  the  importance  of  this  re- 
mark, the  harm  it  will  do,  the  suspi- 
cion it  will  cause.  It  simply  shows 
to  what  extent  some  men  will  go  In 
expressing  their  own  individual  opin- 
ions and  in  so  doing,  drag  down  with 
them  good  honest  Christians,  truo  be- 
lievers in  the  philosophy  and  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ  They  besmear  the 
church  itself,  widen  the  gap  between 
capital  and  labor,  create  widespread 
distrust  and  disbelief  among  the  mass- 
es in  general.  But  history  records 
these  same  events  from  time  immemo- 
rial. The  church,  and  especially  the 
churchmen  who  hold  high  positions, 
have  to  a  great  extent  espoused  the 
cause  and  defended  capitalism.  If 
such  men  would  do  their  duty  as 
Christ  has  pointed  out  the  way,  if  the 
lesson  of  the  golden  rule  were  made 
the  foundation  upon  which  all  sermons 
were  delivered,  both  in  the  material 
and  spiritual  form  and  sense;  if  the 
real  brotherhood  of  man  were  preached 
.from  every  pulpit  in  this  world,  you 
would  see  in  a  remarkably  short  time 
the  great  gigantic  monster  called  hon- 
est capital,  honestly  earned,  with  all 
his  family  of  vampires  and  parasites, 
the  real,  true,  genuine  thoroughbred 
enemy  of  man  and  civilization,  pack 
his  trunk  and  skiddoo,  never  to  return. 

There  would  be  no  more  corrupting 
gold  to  enslave  the  human  race;  no 
need  for  the  church  of  the  south,  or 
the  church  of  the  north  to  declare  that 
slavery  is  a  divine  institution.  But, 
Mr.  Hill,  when  the  church  does  not 
recognize  the  deplorable  conditions  of 
the  wage  earners,  when  it  refuses  to 
show  them  who  is  responsible  for  their 
miserable  condition,  it  casts  aside  the 
greatest  mission  that  church  and  man 
could  possibly  be  endowed  with.  This 
the  churches  refuse  to  do,  and  by  such 
refusal  they  stigmatize  themselves  as 
moralcowards  and  assume  the  role  that 
wage  slavery,  both  black  and  white,  ie 
divine.  You  remember  the  old  saying, 
he  who  is  not  for  me  Is  against  me? 
Christ  taught  that  you  love  one  an- 
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other.  If  this  great  question  can  not 
engage  the  attention  of  the  church  and 
the  people  who  are  supposed  to  he  fol- 
lowers of  Christ,  if  modern  Christian- 
ity turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cry  of  the 
oppressed,  then  truly  the  church  is  not 
worth  the  while  and  true  it  will  be 
that  we  shall  alwasrs  have  among  us 
the  "blind  leaders  of  the  blind." 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Hill,  that  we  have  agi- 
tators and  labor  leaders  who  are  false 
to  themselves,  and  to  the  men  they  rep- 
resent, but  they  are  comparatively 
few.  There  is  at  all  times  something 
crooked  going  on  between  some  lead- 
ers of  labor  and  the  labor  master  or 
corporation,  but  did  you  ever  stop  to 
think  what  has  caused  it?  What  hajs 
prompted  some  men  to  be  traitors  to 
their  country  and  their  fellow  men? 
What  caused  Judas  Iscariot  to  kiss 
Christ,  and  what  made  that  great, 
brave  and  gallant  soldier,  Benedict  Ar- 
nold, turn  traitor  to  the  American 
army  at  such  a  critical  time?  What 
causes  so  much  corruption  in  our  law 
making  departments?  What  has 
caused  the  exclusion  from  both  the 
Democratic  and  Republican  platform 
the  real  issues,  the  ones  of  most  vital 
importance  to  the  American  people? 
And  last,  but  not  least  important, 
what  has  caused  some  churchmen  who 
occupy  high,  lofty  and  dignified  posi- 
tions to  preach  certain  theories  and 
principles  of  government  that  they 
know,  or  ought  to  know,  are  wrong 
in  every  principle  of  equity  and  Jus- 
tice? Money,  gold,  there  can  be  no 
other  answer.  It  has  been  truly  said 
that  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil. 
Money,  under  this  capitalistic  form  of 
government,  has  degraded  man.  The 
very  evils  and  the  agitation  of  the 
individual  of  which  you  complain  are 
caused  by,  they  are  created  by,  that 
so-called  honest  capital.  Tou  confuse 
your  readers  by  the  way  of  your  ex- 
pressions, unless  they  understand 
something  about  economics.  The  em- 
ployer is  the  man  who  hires  men  to 
work  for  a  day's  wage,  and  when  this 
employer  reaps  a  profit  from  the  hard 
toil  of  the  men  who  labor  for  him,  he 
has  robbed  them  of  the  fruit  and  bene- 
fit of  their  toll.  The  consequence  is, 
he  is  a  robber  as  well  as  an  employer. 
The  words  employer,  robber  and  profit 
stand  together;  they  go  hand  in  hand; 
they  are  the  enemies  of  civilization; 
yea,  they  are  the  enemies  of  life,  lib- 
erty   and    the   pursuit    of    happiness. 


They  have  destroyed  all  forms  of 
government  which  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  stand  for  and  represent;  they 
have  caused  that  fiag  to  be  drenched 
in  human  blood  and  caused  the  sacri- 
fice of  more  honest  and  innocent  lives 
of  men,  women  and  children  than  any 
other  elements  known  to  the  human 
race. 

Thltf  honestly  earned  capital  that 
you  speak  of  has  been  instrumental  in 
squeezing  out  the  most  vital  parts  of 
our  constitution,  and  is  also  respon- 
sible for  all  the  evils  that  exist 
throughout  the  civilized  and  unclvil- 
Mzed  world,  and  that  is  going  some. 
And  if  allowed  to  proceed  much  longer 
on  its  rampage  of  exploitation,  the 
bloody  ac^ne  of  war  will  soon  present 
itself,  the  horrible  tragedies  enacted 
in  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire;  the 
frightful  mortality  recorded  In  the 
English,  French,  German,  Russian  and 
American  histories,  will  be  nothing 
compared  with  this  great  revolt  that 
is  sure  to  come,  unless  the  people, 
through  the  exercise  of  their  good 
Judgment  at  the  ballot  box  and  at  the 
opportune  time,  vote  for  and  establish 
a  form  of  government  that  will  guar- 
antee to  every  man  the  full  product  of 
his  toil,  and  life,  liberty  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness  will  naturally  fol- 
low. 

Deny  this,  Mr.  John  Wesley  Hill, 
and  you  not  only  shatter  the  corner- 
stone of  our  civilization,  but  the  entire 
foundation,  superstructure  and  all. 
The  time  Is  past  when  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  church  people  believe  in 
what  the  priest  or  the  preacher  has  to 
tell  them.  They  did  at  one  time  exer- 
cise a  tremendous  influence  over  the 
ignorant  and  superstitious  ones,  but 
this  power  Is  on  the  wane  and  unless 
they  wake  up,  advocate  and  preadi  not 
only  on  Sunday,  but  at  all  times  con- 
venient, the  righteous  moT^ment  for 
the  liberation  of  the  tolling  masses 
from  the  bondage  of  the  profit  taker, 
the  man  who  owns  your  Job  and  the  so- 
called  "honest  capital  class,  you  will 
flrd  out  that  the  membership  of  the 
churches  will  also  be  on  the  wane. 

Men  will  positively  have  no  faith  in 
any  institution,  church  or  organization 
that  does  not  make  for  them  better 
conditions  of  life.  How  can  man  have 
any  faith  In  his  church  when  It  can 
be  plainly  seen  that  the  very  leaders 
are  corrupt  and  serving  the  power  of 
gold  and  who  are  at  the  same  time 


Digitized  by 


Google 


680 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


beseeching  and  Imploring  the  members 
to  serve  God? 

What  hypocrysy!  Man's  faith  Is 
known  by  his  works  and  deeds,  and  I 
may  say  with  equal  force  that  man's 
faith  Is  known  by  what  he  preaches, 
by  those  who  have  the  brains  and  in- 
telligence to  separate  the  falsehood 
from  the  truth.  And  it  mu0t  be  re- 
membered of  all  the  sermons  ever  de- 
livered, very  few  are  ever  published  in 
Harper's  or  Leslie's  Weekly,  But  the 
very  moment  some  one  of  the  God- 
ordained  saints  has  anything  to  say 
that  tends  to  discourage  the  union 
labor  movement,  and  more  especially  ' 
any  idea  that  would  help  to  fool  the 
masses  regarding  socialism,  you  can 
bet  your  boots  that  those  remarks  will 
be  published  far  and  wide  and  vented 
freely  by  the  capitalistic  press  of  the 
country.  And  why  so?  Can  you  guess? 
Think  it  over.  And  when  you  arrive 
at  the  proper  answer  and  conclusion 
you  will  be  able  to  see  the  great  power 
that  is  trying  to  suppress  the  Appeal 
to  Reason,  that  little-big  paper  printed 
at  Girard,  Kansas,  the  paper  that  is 
showing  up  in  luoid  form  the  high- 
handed robbery  that  the  wage  sys- 
tem is  perpetrating  on  the  people. 
The  inhuman  monsters  of  greed  and 
avarice,  the  men  who  live  In  luxury 
off  the  profit  of  other  men's  labor,  are 
dragged  out  before  the  footlights  and 
shown  to  the  people  in  their  most  in- 
human form.  Their  system  of  theft 
and  robbery  is  exposed  anil  to  this 
they  object.  Hence  this  paper  will  be 
suppressed,  if  it  can  be  done,  and  the 
most  sacred  part  of  our  constitution 
will  be  swept  away. 

Freedom  in  America  is  fast  fading 
away.  The  laboring  man  is  pounced 
upon  by  the  doctors,  lawyers,  mer- 
chants and  the  church.  Corruptness 
and  bribery  and  all  forms  of  robbery 
shall  cease  to  exist  only  when  the  in- 
centive to  commit  these  acts  shall  have 
been  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  this  can  only  be  under  the  regime 
of  socialism.  There  is  only  one  propo- 
sition for  the  people  of  the  world, 
there  is  only  one  platform  that  is  safe 
to  stand  on,  and  that  is  the  coK>pera- 
tive  ownership  of  all  means  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution.  This  will 
solve  all  the  trouble  that  man  has  had 
to  contend  with.  The  people  who  com- 
bat this  theory  will  be  ashamed  of 
themselves,  if  they  are  living  on  this 
earth  when   socialism  is  ushered   in. 


They  will  be  like  the  Tories  of  '76  who 
flew  the  coop  for  good  old  England, 
don't  you  know,  when  they  saw  the 
triumph  of  American  arms,  but  who 
were  welcomed  back  with  the  rest  of 
the  emigrants  by  our  great,  big-hearted 
and  sympathetic  and  patriotic  Patrick 
Henry,  in  one  of  the  most  noted 
speeches  ever  delivered  in  the  western 
hemisphere.  No,  no,  Mr.  Hill,  do  not 
stand  on  the  side  of  the  capitalistic 
class!  When  you  refuse  to  obey  their 
mandates  you  become  their  enemy; 
but  you  shall  have  the  love  of  the  great 
mass  of  people  and  there  is  nothing 
greater  than  this. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  allow  me  to 
state  a  few  things  that  come  from  the 
lips  of  Father  Thos.  McGrady,  one  of 
the  most  noted  Catholic  priests  that 
ever  lived,  a  man  who  had  a  heart 
that  was  not  of  stone,  whose  sympa- 
thies for  the  toiling  masses  were  be- 
yon^  comparison.  In  speaking  of  the 
ministers  and  the  clergymen  who  take 
sides  with  the  capitalists  and  denounce 
socialism,  he  sasrs:  "Their  ignorance 
of  socialism  is  dense  and  Inexcusable; 
they  are  the  blind  leaders  of  the  blind. 
In  a  greater  degree  than  is  generally 
acknowledged,  such  men  are  respon- 
sible for  the  decadence  of  faith  among 
the  masses,  who,  hearing  their  conse- 
crated teachers  glorifying  capitalism 
and  sanctifying  the  exploitation  of  la- 
bor with  texts  of  holy  writ,  lose  confi- 
dence in  religion.  Socialism  stands 
for  the  best  interests  of  humanity.  In 
denouncing  socialism  and  by  inclusion 
the  brotherhood  of  man,  you  are  fight- 
ing against  the  very  people  from 
whom  you  derive  your  means  of  sup- 
port. It  is  chiefly  out  of  the  hard- 
earned  pittance  of  the  tollers  that  men 
of  your  stamp  build  costly  churches  to 
a  Redeemer  whose  most  sacred  soda! 
teaching  you  outrage." 

Now,  then,  here  is  something  for  all 
men  to  think  about,  and  you  poor 
dupes  who  are  endowed  with  a  capital- 
istic mind  without  having  the  coin, 
please  go  back  and  sit  down.  But  if 
you  will  commit  to  memory  the  follow- 
ing lines  and  repeat  them  over  to  your- 
self once  each  day  (and  I  don't  care  If 
some  one  hears  you)  and  vote  for  Debs 
this  fall  I  will  excuse  you: 

"With  all  man's  boasted  liberty,  he  is 

a  slave. 
And  has  been  and  must  be,  until  he 
draws  the 
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Blade  of  reBearch  through  tradition's 

lore» 
And  separates  the  falsehood  f n>m  the 

reaL 
Restless,  eager,  ever  on  the  alert  for 

troth. 
This  alone   can  free  him  from  his 

chains. 
Today  he  boasts  of  liberty,  and  yet, 
Gods!     how  he  is  crushed !" 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

G.  H.  Malott. 


Even  to  an  Ass's  Colt. 

Two  asses'  colts  fell  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Caliph  Abdul  Hemar,  who  there- 
upon called  his  servants  to  him  and 
said:  "Who  is  willing  to  charge  him- 
self with  the  keep  of  these  asses'  colts 
until  they  shall  have  grown  old  enough 
to  be  given  a  place  among  my  beasts  of 
burden  r' 

Thereupon  many  of  the  servants  of- 
fered themselves  for  this  honor;  and 
after  much  ado  two  were  selected,  by 
name,  Adah  and  Sinbad.  Both  were 
poor. 

Adab  took  the  colt  that  fell  to  his 
lot,  saying  to  himself:  "Is  not  this  a 
sacred  trost  from  the  Caliph?  How 
well  must  I  perform  it!"  So  he  fed 
the  colt  on  the  fat  of  his  living  and  it 
grew  strong. 

But  Sinbad  was  a  crafty  fellow.  "Go 
to,"  said  he,  "this  colt  will  save  me 
much  labor,  for  henceforth  it  will 
carry  the  wood  from  the  forest  to  my 
house,  and  who  will  know  itr  So  he 
took  the  colt  and  laid  heavy  burdeni> 
upon.  it.  and  long  hours  it  worked; 
and  Sinbad  lived  in  plenty,— but  Adab 
was  stinted. 

After  a  year  there  came  a  bitter  war, 
and  the  Caliph  called  in  haste  for  the 
two  asses'  colts  to  carry  food  for  his 
army. 

Thereupon  Adab  brought  a  flue, 
strong  colt,  well  grown  and  fair  to 
see;  and  in  his  Joy  the  Caliph  made 
Adab  a  captain  among  his  soldiers.*' 
"For  troly,"  said  he,  "one  who  cares 
for  my  beast  will  also  care  for  my 
men." 

But  when  he  saw  the  colt  of  Sinbad 
his  Joy  was  turned  to  wrath,  for  the 
animal  was  small,  with  shaky  body  and 
crooked  back.  "What  hast  thou  done?" 
cried  he. 

Then  Sinbad,  falling  on  his  face,  con- 
fessed that  he  had  laid  burdens  upon 


the  colt  "Oh,  my  Lord,"  said  he,  "I 
knew  not  that  work  would  be  hurtful, 
for  I  hoped  only  to  train  him  up  to  be 
a  healthy  beast,  with  some  knowledge 
of  business;  but  now  I  see  that  the 
work  has  roined  him." 

But  the  Caliph  frowned  the  more. 
"Art  thou  then  so  deep  in  ignorance 
that  thou  didst  not  know  that  the  un- 
formed bodies  of  the  young  are  bent 
and  twisted  and  ruined  by  grievous 
toil?  Didst  thou  not  realize  that  no 
nation  may  succeed  which  ceases  to 
hold  in  respect  the  young,  both  of 
beast  and  of  man?  The  people  who 
satisfy  their  bellies  today  and  forget 
tomorrow,  are  roined  already.  Get 
thee  hence,  and  no  more  be  servant  of 
mine."  And  he  drove  him  forth. — 
Max  Worth,  in  The  Public. 


Throwing  Away  Your  Vote. 

The  workingman  who  always  fears 
he  will  "waste  his  vote  on  a  candidate 
who  stands  no  chance."  can  now  take 
an  Inventory  of  his  assets.  In  his 
eagerness  to  be  on  "the  winning  side," 
he  has  overlooked  his  own  interests. 

Workers  dread  "throwing  away  their 
votes."  but  their  unions  are  outlawed 
and  blacklisting  legalized. 

We  are  always  scrambling  on  some 
political  band  wagon  only  to  find  in- 
junctions Judges  to  the  fore  and  Wall 
Street  controlling  the  life  blood  of  the 
nation. 

When  workers  are  urged  to  unite 
politically  they  are  told: 

"You  can't  elect  anyone." 

"What's  the  use  of  dividing  reform 
parties?" 

"Wait  till  next  year." 

"This  election  is  too  important" 

"Try  the  old  plan  once  more." 

"You  never  tried  this  set  of  office 
seekers." 

"And  so  once  again  we  bite,  lest  we 
"throw  away  our  vote,"  and  today  the 
workers  stand  without  political  self-re- 
spect or  independence,  but  determined 
to  be  "on  the  winning  side." 

Our  opponents  seem  to  be  satisfied — 
they  will  allow  us  to  do  the  cheering 
and  torch  bearing  and  swell  the  Jolli- 
fication meetings  as  long  as  they  make 
the  laws  and  appoint  the  Judges. 

If  a  few  thousand  workers  do  "throw 
away  their  votes"  this  year,  are  they 
in  worse  shape  than  now? — Toledo 
Union  Leader. 
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Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  have  just  been  reading  the  July 
issue  of  the  Journal  and  am  delighted 
with  Sister  Jackson's  letter,  for  it 
surely  explains  the  working  of  the  or- 
der and  makes  everything  very  plain, 
and  I  cannot  understand  how  any  S. 
U.  man's  wife  can  read  it  without  get- 
ting the  desire  to  Join  the  order.  We 
are  still  doing  nicely.  Had  two  initia- 
tions last  meeting  and  expect  three 
next  meeting.  Keep  up  the  good  work, 
sisters,  we  have  got  to  go  after  them 
to  get  them.  I  know  it's  warm  to  do 
so  much  walking.  I  have  fully  realized 
that  fact,  but  try  to  look  on  the  bright 
side  of  it,  for  it's  a  good  way  to  get  rid 
of  that  superfluous  flesh.  Tramping 
over  the  K.  C.  hills  is  better  than  diet- 
ing any  time. 

I  take  notice  that  the  cry  from  most 
of  the  lodges  is  poor  attendance  at 
meetings.  They  have  the  habit  on 
here  to.  I  take  notice  each  meeting 
we  have  the  same  old  standbys — ever 
loyal,  always  at  their  post  of  duty. 
Well,  the  weather  is  too  hot  now,  but 
never  mind  it,  there  is  cooler  weather 
coming  after  a  while,  if  it  Just  don't 
get  too  cold. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  a 
brand  new  switchman  in  town.  The 
stork  left  one  weighing  eleven  pounds 
with  brother  and  sister  Roach.  Mother 
and  child  are  .  doing  fine  and  Bro. 
Roach  is  all  Smiles.  We  wish  the  lit- 
tle switchman  success. 

Was  glad  to  hear  from  "Cherry" 
again,  if  only  through  the  Journal. 
Gome  again. 

We  still  meet  the  second  Sunday 
night  and  fourth  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
702  Southwest  Boulevard.  Anyone 
wishing  to  become  a  member  can  call 
there  or  send  a  card  and  we  will  glad- 
ly attend  to  the  rest.  With  best  wishes 
to  all,      Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

A  Regular. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  enjoy  reading  the  pink  book  very 
much,  but  owing  to  our  Journalist 
being  sick  for  quite  a  while  we  haven't 
been  able  to  have  a  letter  in  for  some 
time,  and  as  I  have  a  little  spare  time 
I  thought  I  would  let  the  sisters  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  see  what 
we  are  doing. 

The  dull  times  have  had  a  very  de- 
pressing efTect  on  some  of  our  mem- 
bers, as  two  or  three  dropped  out,  but 
we  have  taken  in  one  new  member 
since,  and  expect  to  take  in  more  soon. 
We  are  still  gaining  ground  Just  the 
same. 

We  had  a  new  Poppy  to  bloom  in  our 
lodge  in  the  early  part  of  June.  Sister 
Ramsey  surprising  us  all  with  a  fine 
little  daughter,  and  we  are  certainly 
proud  of  it.  Mother  and  daughter  are 
getting  along  lovely. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ghampain  are 
going  East  for  the  summer,  on  account 
of  Bro.  Champain's  health,  and  that 
was  too  good  a  thing  for  a  jolly  crowd 
like  us  to  let  pass,  so  about  twenty  of 
us  in  number  gave  them  a  Jolly  sur- 
prise. The  evening  was  spent  in  ^slng- 
Ing  and  dancing,  after  which  a  lovely 
lunch  was  spread  and  lots-  of  good 
things  to  eat  and  drink.  After  a  late 
hour  we  all  returned  home,  wishing 
Brother  and  Sister  Ghampain  a  pleas- 
ant trip  and  his  health  much  improved. 

On  the  16th  of  July  the  ladies  of 
Poppy  Lodge  are  giving  the  brothers 
of  No.  43  an  ice  cream  social,  and  we 
hope  it  will  be  an  enjoyable  afCair. 

Sister  Daneke  entertained  the  Poppy 
Glub  the  last  Thursday  in  June,  and 
she  certainly  had  a  lovely  spread  and 
a  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

I  see  my  letter  is  getting  long,  so  1 
will  close  trusting  it  won't  flnd  its  way 
to  the  waste  basket.  With  best  wishes 
to  the  S.  U.  and  the  L.  A. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J.. 

K.  K. 
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Toledo,  Ohio. 

Sunshine  Lodge  No.  19  neglected 
having  something  in  the  July  Journal, 
so  it's  up  to  "Hee-Haw." 

I  am  glad  to  see  we  are  numbered 
among  the  foremost  lodges  that  are 
doing  well.  We  are  certainly  making 
vigorous  efforts  to  hold  first  place  and 
expect  to  do  better  when  business  gets 
back  to  the  old  standard. 

A  special  meeting  was  called  by  No. 
14  to  meet  and  hear  Grand  President 
Hawley  who  was  here  on  July  20th. 
Wish  we  were  In  on  that  to. 

"The  Agitator/'  as  the  readers  of 
the  Journal  will  know  him  best  by 
that  name,  gave  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
a  very  interesting  and  instructive  talk 
on  Socialism  at  their  last  meeting,  and 
we  wish  to  thank  our  brother  for  his 
kindness. 

Our  second  annual  picnic  was  held 
at  Casino  Park  on  July  16th.  The 
weather  was  ideal,  just  the  kind  for  a 
picnic.  Talk  about  good  things  to  eat, 
well,  we  don't  want  to  make  you 
hungry,  but  we  had  everything  from 
ice  cream  to  "vinegar,"  which 
"Mockety"  thinks  is  a  good  appetizer. 

Fishing,  bowling,  dancing  and  boat 
rides  were  among  the  amusements  of 
the  day.  A  drawing  contest  was  held, 
Mrs.  Fife  and  Mr.  Henessee  carrying 
off  the  prizes. 

Well,  I  hear  "Brad"  saying,  "Cut 
that  short,  it's  time  for  me  to  go  to 
work  and  I'm  hungry,"  so  I'll  have  to 
close.        Yours  In  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Hee-Haw. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  has  been  some  time  since  I  read 
anything  in  the  Journal  from  Twin 
City  Lodge  No.  4,  and  I  think  it  is  time 
for  me  to  get  busy.  I  have  been  wait- 
ing so  long  for  some  of  the  sisters  to 
write,  and  I  think  I  have  waited  long 
enough. 

I  write  to  let  the  people  know  we  are 
In  existence  yet,  and  more  so  than  ever 
if  possible. 

There  Is  a  new  S.  U.  lodge  in  this 
city  named  St.  Anthony  Lodge  No.  128, 
which  is  prospering  fine,  and  Twin  City 
Lodge  wishes  them  the  best  kind  of 
luck.  Of  course  that  means  lots  of 
new  candidates  for  No.  4.    They  gave 


a  dance  a  short  time  ago  which  proved 
a  success  financially. 

We  are  very  pleased  that  Bro.  L. 
Oallcm  had  so  many  friends  there,  as 
it  helped  our  ice  cream  disappear  won- 
derfully fast 

If  any  of  the  sisters  would  like  a 
good  receipt  for  a  "raisin  cake,"  please 
ask  Bro.  M.  Hogan,  as  he  knows  of  a 
very  good  one. 

We  had  a  series  of  card  parties  this 
winter,  which  proved  very  successful. 
The  final  prizes  were  won  by  Sister 
Nicklaus  and  Bro.  Qulnlan. 

Sister  Crandell.  Sister  Maeby  and 
myself  attended  meeting  at  Good  Will 
Lodge  No.  24  and  were  entertained 
royally,  even  though  we  were  "jarred" 
a  little.  I  think  that  Sister  Alexander 
was  "Jarred"  the  most.  We  hope  to 
see  some  of  you  sisters  at  our  meet- 
ings after  this. 

We  miss  Sister  Griswold  from  our 
meetings,  as  she  has  left  the  city,  Bro. 
Griswold  taking  the  night  yard  at 
Montevideo,  and  we  hope  he  will  have 
the  best  of  success  in  his  new  under- 
taking. 

Now  some  of  you  sisters  wake  • 
and  write  more  often  concerning  your 
lodge,  and  we  would  also  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  our  worthy  Grand  Mistress 
occasionally. 

I  guess  the  ladies  are  waking  up.,  a*? 
we  have  had  calls  at  our  homes  for 
application  cards. 

Well,  as  my  letter  is  getting  so  long, 
I  think  I  must  stop  and  leave  room 
for  some  one  else. 

Wishing  the  Auxiliary  and  the  S.  U. 
best  of  success;  I  am. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

Joubnal  Agent  No.  4. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  weather  man  seems  to  have  a 
grudge  against  the  switchmen.  On  the 
day  No.  226  had  arranged  for  their 
picnic  it  rained  so  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  postpone  it  The  picnic  held 
on  Wednesday,  the  22d.  was  not  the 
success  it  would  have  been  had  not 
the  rain  caused  postponement.  How- 
ever, everyone  that  attended  had  a 
Jolly  good  time,  and  those  who  stayed 
away  missed  a  good  time.  I  don't 
know  why  there  were  not  more  mem- 
bers of  the  lodge  present,  and  think 
those  who  stayed  away  deserve  a  scold- 
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ing.  We  are  well  aware  that  money  is 
a  scarce  article  this  summer,  but  there 
were  many  who  were  working  and 
oouM  have  spared  a  few  pennies. 
Those  in  charge  of  arrangements  cer- 
tainly worked  faithfully,  and  deserve 
credit  for  it,  too. 

Lodge  No.  209  received  a  set-back  in 
having  it  rain  on  the  day  they  had 
arranged  for,  and  postponed  their 
picnic  until  August  18th,  and  we  wish 
them  fine  weather  and  a  successful 
picnic. 

Queen  City  Lodge  No.  6,  of  the  Aux- 
iliary, has  changed  its  meeting  hall, 
and  until  further  notice  will  meet 
once  a  month  in  Beyer's  Hall,  comer 
Swan  and  Bmslie  streets.  Meeting 
nis^t  to  be  the  second  Wednesday 
evening  of  each  month.  This  is  cen- 
trally located  and  we  hope  to  see  a 
large  attendance  at  our  next  meeting, 
August  12th. 

Reports  show  that  the  different 
lodges  are  doing  good  work,  and  al- 
thou^  the  summer  months  take  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  members  for  lodge 
work,  we  hope  it  won't  keep  the  mem- 
bers from  trying  to  interest  the  ladies 
eligible  to  membership,  as  we  want 
new  members  and  hope  to  get  them. 

Grand  Mistress  Sister  Stang  of  Du- 
luth  is  in  Chicago  and  vicinity  this 
month,  having  been  delayed  in  her  trip 
until  now  on  account  of  sickness. 

Tessie. 


Stolen. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Kelsey,  a  member  of  Mil- 
waukee Lodge  No.  10,  reports  his 
traveling  card  and  Receipts  for  the 
nnrnth  of  July  and  August  being  stolen 
in  Chicago,  July  l&th. 

Chicago  Brothers  are  requested  to 
watch  for  receipts  and  card  and  if 
description  on  card  does  not  tally  with 
holder  take  it  up  and  notify  grand 
lodge. 


Eugene  V.  Debs. 

In  a  city  in  Indiana,  where  the  Wabash 
flows  and  ebbs 

There  lives  a  model  statesman,  his 
name  is  Eugene  Debs. 

He  is  fighting  for  the  people,  he  be- 
lieves in  all  their  rights. 

And  you  can  not  scare  nor  bribe  him, 
he  is  always  in  the  fight. 


The  plutocrats  all  hate  him,  and  so  do 

grafters,  too. 
For   he   stands   up   for   the   common 

man  and  to  him  he  is  true. 
He  spends  his  time  in  fighting  for  the 

brotherhood  of  man. 
But    the    rich,    hard-hearted    masters 

seem  to  have  another  plan. 
He  believes  in  men  and  women,  he's  in 

love  with  all  the  race. 
He  does  not  think  that  one  man  should 

fill  another's  place. 
H^  thinks  that  each   should  fill  the 

niche  designed  by  nature's  God, 
And  that  none  should  rule  another 

with  money  or  the  sod. 
He  would  rather  lead  a  common  life 

and  fill  a  borrowed  grave 
Than  t)ow  down  to  a  government  that 

makes  a  man  a  slave. 
Ton  may  threaten  and  imprison,  you 

may  thrust  him  into  Jail, 
You  may  take  his  heart's  blood  from 

him,  but  you  cannot  make  him 

qualL 
He  is  brave  and  kindly-hearted,  he  is 

gentle  as  a  child. 
He  would  not  harm  a  living  thing,  is 

generous,  meek  and  mild; 
But  all  the  imps  of  darkness  cannot 

thwart  him  in  his  plan 
To  give  the  world  a  government  built 

on  the  rights  of  man. 
He  knows  our  government  is  wrong; 

you  khow  it;    so  do  I. 
He  knows  that  we  can  help  it  if  we 

have  the  nerve  to  try. 
And  to  urge  men  to  their  duty  is  the 

one  thought  of  his  life. 
To  bring  order  out  of  anarchy  and 

brotherhood  from  strife. 
For  he  hates  black-hearted  anarchy  and 

competition,  too^ 
But  his  methods  are  misunderstood  by 

the  people,  it  is  true. 
But  the  man  who  writes  our  history 

when  the  world  has  learned  his 

plan 
Will  print  it  with  an  iron  pen  that 

Eugene  is  the  man; 
That  he  was  led  by  the  God  of  love 

to  attack  the  thing  that's  wrong; 
They   will    print    it    in    their   school 

books  and  sing  it  in  their  songs; 
His  name  will  then  be  coupled  with 

Lincoln  and  the  great. 
And  our  nation  will  acknowledge  that 

he  saved  the  ship  of  state. 

— H,  M,  Brooks,  in  The  Miners*  Maga- 
zine, 
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in  Memoriam. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Happy  Day 
Lodge  No.  201,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  held  July 
24,  1908,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whereas,  Our  Divine  Ruler  in  His 
infinite  wisdom  has  seen  fit  to  remove 
from  our  midst  our  worthy  brother, 
Daniel  F.  Clifford;    and. 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  from 
his  worldly  home  to  his  heavenly  home 
has  caused  much  sorrow  to  his  beloved 
wife,  mother,  sisters,  brothers  and 
friends:    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  them 
our  heartfelt  sympathy;  that  our  char- 
ter be  draped  for  thirty  days,  a  copy 
spread  upon  the  minutes  and  a  copy 
sent  to  the  Journal,  and  a  copy  to  late 
Bro.  Clifford's  beloved  wife. 

f.  l.  eooleston, 
Joseph  Aman, 
Harry  Peters, 

Committee, 


The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge 
No.  225,  New  Orleans,  La.,  held  July  5, 
1908: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to 
take  from  us  Bro.  A.  R.  Haight,  who 
died  June  28,  1908;    and 

Whereas.  Bro.  Haight  was  an  hon- 
est, upright  and  honorable  brother,  his 
death  is  deeply  mourned  by  every 
brother  of  this  lodge.  We  extend  to 
the  bereaved  wife  and  relatives  our 
mpst  heartfelt  sympathy  and  pray 
with  them  that  our  brother  is  resting 
in  peace  eternal. 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  for  a  period  of  thirty  days,  and 
that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
the  bereaved  widow  and  a  copy  to  the 
Journal.  W.  A.  Hetherington, 

C.  E.  Collins, 
T.  P.  McGuiRE, 

Committee. 


At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Fern 
Lodge  No.  29  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted: 

Whereas.  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  earthly  existence 
the  beloved  sister  of  our  worthy  sister 
Barbara  Jorgensen;    therefore,  be  It 


Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Fern 
Lodge  No.  29  extend  to  our  worthy 
sister  our  sympathy  in  her  bereave- 
ment as  a  testimonial  of  our  love  and 
respect  for  our  sisters;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting, 
a  copy  sent  to  our  worthy  sister,  and 
also  to  the  Journal  for  publication. 
Margaret  Laffee, 
Mary  Corridan, 
Anna  Gorman, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Progress 
Lodge  No.  58  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  Chicago, 
111.,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whereas,  An  all-wise  Providence 
has  removed  from  our  midst  our  be- 
loved friend  and  brother,  Joseph  N. 
Ripp;    and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Ripp 
the  Switchmen's  Union  has  lost  a  valu- 
able member;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  mourn  the 
loss  of  our  brother,  that  we  extend  to 
the  bereaved  father,  nK>ther  and  sisters 
our  sincere  condolence  and  sympathy 
in  this  their  hour  of  affliction,  and  that 
we  commend  them  to  Him  who  doeth 
all  things  well.    Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  pur  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
and  that  these  resolutions  be  spread  on 
our  minutes  at  our  next  meeting,  and 
a  copy  of  same  be  sent  to  the  parents 
and  one  to  the  Journal  for  publica- 
tion. L.  Lazbar, 
James  Nix. 

Committee. 


Come  Back,  Fuzzy. 

We  are  burning  up  our  footwear 
Since  Boylan  got  the  cards. 

For  it*s  two  men  with  an  engine 
Over  in  the  P.  M.  yards. 

Old  Fuzzy  on  a  lay  off — 
Just  a-resting  up  his  feet — 

And   Boylan   swears   by  all   the  godf 
Fuzzey's  record  he  will  beat. 

So  Fuzzy  hurry  and  come  back. 
Do  not  linger  round  about, 

For  if  Boylan  has  it  another  week 
He  will  have  us  all  played  out. 

P.  D.  Q. 
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Cards  of  Thanks. 

Chicago,  111.,  July  22,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joitbnal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  heartfelt 
thanks  to  the  brothers  of  Auburn 
Park  Lodge  No.  208  for  the  help  given 
us  by  a  benefit  raffle  which  was  a  great 
surprise  to  us  and  greatly  appreciated, 
for  a  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  in- 
deed, as  I  had  been  very  ill  and  unable 
to  work.  May  the  good  God  bless  and 
protect  you  all,  are  the  wishes  of  my- 
self and  wife. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

RoBT.  H.  Spence. 


Boston,  Mass..  July  19,  1908. 
Mb.  M.  R.  Welch,  326  Bbisbane  Blog., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir — I  hope  you  will  excuse 
me  for  delay  in  thanking  you  for  the 
prompt  pasrment  of  my  husband's  in- 
surance. It  came  just  in  time  to  be  of 
great  benefit  My  dear  and  eldest  boy 
Ernest  has  left  me — ^Joined  his  papa. 

I  received  the  money  Thursday  and 
the  following  Tuesday,  June  1st,  dear 
Ernest  left  me.  I  have  meant  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  check,  but 
most  of  time  can  not  put  my  mind  to 
writing.  You  might  like  to  know  his 
age.  He  was  seventeen  years  and 
seven  months  old.  He  was  always 
thoughtful  and  kind  to  me  and  to 
every  one,  and  never  was  away  from 
me,  except  for  two  weeks  vacation  last 
summer. 

So  I  am  very  lonely  without  him. 
He  told  his  nurse  he  was  not  going  to 
get  well  and  that  he  was  willing  to  die, 
but  was  sorry  he  had  to  leave  his 
mamma;  he  didn't  know  what  I  would 
do.  As  my  mind  is  continually  with 
him,  I  must  write  or  talk  of  him. 

Hoping  you  will  excuse  me  and 
thanking  you  very  much  for  payment 
so  quickly,  I  am. 

Very  respectfully, 

Mbs.  F.  a.  Jackson. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  25,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Please  inserlT  the  following  in  next 
month's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  of  Happy  Day  Lodge. 
No.  201  for  the  kindness  shown  myself' 
and  mother  at  the  death  of  my  father. 


and  also  express  our  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  switchmen  of  Buffalo  yard  for 
their  beautiful  floral  offering,  and  I 
hope  and  pray  that  our  heavenly 
Father  will  protect  our  kind  friends 
and  their  homes  from  the  Angel  of 
Death,  which  ever  hovers  near. 
Sincerely  yours, 

P.  J.  Mulhall. 


New  Obleans,  La.,  July  18,  1908. 
To  Officers  and  Members  of  Lodge  225 , 
8,  U,  of  N.  A,: 
I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  members  of  Lodge  225  for  the  sym- 
pathy shown  me  in  the  loss  of  my  dear 
husband,  Alonzo  Haight  Also  for 
their  appropriate  and  beautiful  floral 
offerings  and  for  their  attention  at  the 
funeral.  Sincerely, 

Mbs.  a.  Haight. 


Cleveland,  O.,  July  3,  1908. 
EiDiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  want  to  express  my  sincere  grati- 
tude for  the  kindness  and  financial 
assistance  shown  me  by  the  memberj 
and  fellow-workers  of  the  L.,  S.  ft  M.  S. 
Cleveland  yard  at  the  death  of  my 
beloved  wife.  I  also  wish  to  thank 
them  for  the  beautiful  floral  piece. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Patbick  Shea. 


St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  15,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  the  brothers  of  Lodges  31  and  204 
for  the  kind  sympathy  displayed  in 
my  sad  hour  of  bereavement,  and  also 
for  the  floral  offering  from  the  boys  in 
the  N.  P.  yard. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

P.  M.  Wood. 


Wanted. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  John 
Jacobson,  a  member  of  Golden  Gate 
Lodge  No.  158,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  as  the 
secretary  would  like  to  forward  his 
receipts  to  him.  When  last  heard  of 
he  was  in  Cicero,  Kans.  Kindly  ad- 
dress Joseph  Robson,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  No.  857  Campbell  Street, 
Oakland,  Cal. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Harry 
Crotty,   sometimes   goes   by   name   of 
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Gieb,  as  this  is  of  importance  to  him. 
Last  heard  of  was  switching  in  P.  R. 
R.  yard  at  Buffalo,  N.  T.  Address  J. 
W.  Crotty,  332  West  Eighteenth 
Street,  Brie,  Pa. 


The  address  of  George  Ward,  form- 
erly a  conductor  on  the  Monon  at 
Lafayette,  Ind.  Last  heard  from  was 
switching  for  the  Texas  Pacific  at 
Houston,  Tex.  Good  news;  send  ad- 
dress for  old  times  sake  to  M.  H., 
General  Delivery,  Brookston,  Ind. 


Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts 
of  H.  E.  Bush,  an  ex-member  of  Deni- 
son  Lodge  No.  90,  will  please  send  in- 
formation to  Mrs.  M.  F.  Hammond, 
2305  Summit  Street,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  Mr.  Bush  will  hear  something 
to  his  interest 


To  learn  the  whereabouts  of  J.  J. 
Rellly,  switchman  of  Lodge  No.  197. 
Last  heard  of  in  Fresno,  September, 
1907.  He  is  six  feet,  two  inches  tall, 
gray  eyes,  hair  streaked  with  gray. 
The  desired  information  will  be  thank- 
fully received  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  N.  H. 
Knill,  714  Hayes  Street,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 


Notice. 

To  the  officers  and  members  of  Chi- 
cago lodges:  Burlington  Lodge  No. 
19,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  will  hold  its  fourth 
annual  picnic  Sunday,  August  16th,  at 
Meyers'  Grove,  Forty-eighth  Avenue 
and  Twenty-sixth  Street,  Hawthorne, 
111.  Grove  is  open  from  1  p.  m.  to  12 
p.  m.  Directions  to  grove  are:  Bight- 
teenth  Street  cars  direct  to  grove; 
from  Eighteenth  and  State  Street,  all 
South  and  North  Side  cars  transfer  to 
Eighteenth  Street  All  are  assured  a 
good  time  by  the  committee  of  Bur- 
lington Lodge  No.  19. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
J.  W.  Hemkn,  Bec'y  199, 


Any  member  of  Empire  State  Lodge 
No.  39  desiring  to  be  carried  will  have 
to  make  this  request  to  lodge,  as  I 
will  carry  no  one  without  an  order 
from  the  lodge. 

Frank  Wilkins, 
Treasurer  Empire  State  Lodge  No,  S9, 
8,  U,  of  N.  A. 


The  Power  of  a  Kins* 

The  "anU-injunction"  plank  of  the 
Democratic  platform  declares  that 
''the  courts  of  Justice  are  the  bulwarks 
of  our  liberties,  and  we  yield  to  none 
in  our  purpose  to  maintain  their 
integrity." 

The  platform  then  declares  for  in- 
junctions and  trial  by  Jury  in  case  of 
indirect  contempt. 

Let  us  see  about  this  bulwark  of  our 
liberties.  Let  us  look  into  its  history 
and  see  whether  this  is  indeed  a  bul- 
wark of  our  liberties. 

Judge  Parker  and  a  lot  of  other  cor- 
poration Judges  have  persuaded  Mr. 
Gompers  to  believe,  as  he  has  said, 
that  "injunctions  are  in  themselves  of 
a  highly  important  and  beneficent 
character." 

Mr.  Gompers  has  taken  his  advice 
from  the  wrong  people.  He  might 
have  acquired  more  accurate  informa- 
tion about  the  subject  had  he  con- 
sulted an  encyclopaedia. 

Here  is  a  bit  of  interesting  history. 

Injunctions  were  originally  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  the  king.  He  was 
above  law,  and  therefore  could  set 
aside  law.  In  case  anyone  suffered  an 
injury  for  which  the  law  courts  af- 
forded no  remedy  he  petitioned  the 
king;  the  case  was  tried  before  the 
king,  and,  if  the  king  desired,  he  ex- 
ercised his  supreme,  divine  right  of 
injunction. 

Naturally  such  cases  became  numer- 
out,  and  finally  he  appointed  special 
Judges  to  hear  such  cases.  They  were 
called  chancellors,  and  extraordinary 
power  was  granted  them  only  because 
they  were  the  personal  representatives 
of  the  king. 

A  chancellor  could  exercise  this  su- 
preme power  at  any  time.  Unlike  the 
ordinary  Judges,  he  could  command  an 
act  to  be  done  or  not  to  be  done,  as  his 
commands  were  the  commands  of  the 
sovereign.  He  became  a  petty  czar, 
and  in  case  anyone  disobeyed  his  com- 
mands that  one  was  guilty  of  con- 
tempt of  the  king,  and  his  disobedi- 
ence was  punishable  by  imprisonment 

We  inherited  this  Judicial  system 
from  England.  As  we  had  no  kings 
we  substituted  Judges  in  their  stead. 

We  should  have  done  away  with  the 
writ  of  injunction  if  we  had  really  in- 
tended that  kingly  power  should  have 
no  place  in  this  democracy. 
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But  -we  did  away  with  one  king  and 
put  lu  his  stead  thousands  of  little 
judsee,  exercisinsr  by  the  writ  of  in- 
Juuctiou  his  unlimited  power. 

Tbere  is  an  old  saying  in  boxing  '^ 
set  a  man  in  chancery."  Look  it  up 
in  tlie  dictionary  and  you  will  see 
tliat  it  means  ''to  get  the  head  of  an 
antagonist  under  one's  arm  so  that  one 
can  pummel  it  at  will."  That  is  the 
meaning  of  the  power  of  the  injunc- 
tion. 

The  courts  want  it,  the  capitalists 
-want  the  courts  to  have  it,  and  so  long 
as  tlie  courts  have  it  the  head  of  labor 
will  be  under  their  arm  in  a  suitable 
position  to  be  punched  at  will. 

Judge  Parker  has  said  that  the  writ 
of  injunction  is  a  beneficent  thing. 
Mr.  Gompers  agrees  with  him. 

Some  loose-thinking,  sheep-like  fol- 
lowers agree  with  Judge  Parker  and 
Mr.  €k>mpers,  but  the  working  people 
as  a  whole  do  not  agree.  They  demand 
the  entire  abolition  of  government  by 
Injunction,  and  they  will  be  content 
with  nothing  else. 

Who  are  these  judges  that  they 
should  be  considered  superior  to  the 
people,  able  at  will  to  make  or  un- 
make laws?  Who  are  these  creatures 
that  presume  to  be  greater  than  their 
creators?  What  place  have  men  of 
such  czar-like  proportions  in  a  coun- 
try whose  sovereign  is  the  people? 

We  once  showed  our  contempt  for 
kings,  and  we  shall  show  our  con- 
tempt for  a  judge  with  kingly  power. 
A  man  who  can  enjoin  us  to  do  or  not 
to  what  he  wills;  a  man  who  can  ar- 
rest us  for  disobedience  of  his  com- 
mands, and  a  man  who  can  then  try 
us,  fine  us  and  imprison  us  for  dis- 
obedience of  his  commands  is  an  auto- 
crat and  czar.  He  has  no  place  In  our 
republic.  Well-intentioned  or  ill-in- 
tentioned, he  is  a  tyrant. 

For  from  being  a  bulwark  of  our 
liberties,  he  is  the  destruction  of  our 
liberties. 

Labor  has  declared  against  govern 
ment  by  Injunction,  and  that  battle 
will  be  carried  on  to  the  finish. — 
Robert  Hunter. 


following  subject:    "The  Woman  Out 
of  a  Job." 

During  the  lengthy  address  of  Casson 
to  the  ladies  assembled  at  America's 
high-priced  hash  emporium  the  ex- 
preacher  submitted  the  following  facts 
and  figures: 

"There  are  6,000,000  women  in  the 
United  States  who  toil  for  a  living. 

'What  do  they  do?  Crochet  and  em- 
broider and  tat?  No;  they  do  the 
dirtiest  work  in  the  world. 

"All  the  skyscrapers  In  New  York 
are  cleaned  by  women,  who  get  down 
on  their  knees  and  scrub  the  floors. 

"The  necessity  of  self-support 
among  them  is  so  pressing  that  they 
have  invaded  all  but  nine  of  the  303 
occupations  listed  by  the  census 
bureau. 

"They  are  moving  up  from  servants 
to  scientists,  from  janitors  to  journal- 
ists. 

"There  are  8,000  women  carpenters; 
508  women  machinists. 

"One-half  of  the  single  women  of 
the  country,  one-half  of  the  divorced 
women  and  one-half  of  the  widows  are 
supporting  themselves. 

"There  are  750,000  women  working 
in  New  York  State  and  400,000  work- 
ing in  the  city  of  New  York. 

"One-half  the  girls  in  New  York  city 
work  for  their  support 

"There  are  30.000  women  of  65  years 
and  over  in  New  York  State — ^what  a 
procession  these  whitehaired  grand- 
mothers would  make — who  toll  for  a 
living. 

"And  there  are  40,000  unemployed 
women  in  New  York  city. 

"There  is  nothing  more  pitiful  than 
the  unemployed  woman.  Her  path  is 
along  the  abyss    that    every    woman 


A  Picture  of  the  System. 

A  conference  of  the  Woman's  League 
of  New  York  State  was  recently  held 
at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  and  Herbert  N. 
Casson,  who  was  once  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  addressed  the  conference  on  the 


The  above  facts  and  figures  did  not 
fall  from  the  lips  of  a  Socialist  They 
were  submitted  by  a  man  who  was  con- 
sidered worthy  of  an  invitation  to  de- 
liver an  address  before  an  audience  of 
the  most  fashionable  ladies  of  the  up- 
per circles  of  society.  The  very  fact 
that  the  Woman's  League  met  in  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  stamps  the  conference 
as  a  kid  glove  affair  and  puts  the  label 
of  respectability  upon  the  members  of 
the  gentler  sex  who  listened  to  Her- 
bert N.  Casson. 

The  6,000,000  of  women  who  work 
for  a  living  in  the  United  States  are 
wage  slaves  who  obey  the  orders  of  a 
boss  and  who,  to  hold  their  jobs,  must 
perform  the  most  menial  service. 
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Cruel  necessity  has  forced  woman  out 
of  her  sphere  and  made  her  seize  the 
Implements  of  the  machinist  and  the 
carpenter  to  compete  with  the  strong, 
lusty,  vigorous  man  in  the  struggle  to 
earn  the  means  of  life. 

The  saddest  pictures  presented  by 
Casson  are  the  30,000  aged  women  who 
have  passed  the  three  score  mile  post 
and  who  must  wear  the  chains  of  wage 
slavery  in  order  to  live,  and  the  40,000 
unemployed  women  of  New  York  city, 
many  of  whom,  through  the  pangs  of 
hunger,  must  sell  their  honor  to  sus- 
tain life. 

If  a  movement  was  launched  in  New 
York  to  bring  together  in  a  procession 
these  30,000  silvery-haired  women, 
whose  footsteps  are  bordering  on  the 
threshold  of  eternity,  every  capitalist 
journal  would  revolt  and  the  man  or 
men  who  would  attempt  to  parade  30,- 
000  gray-haired  victims  to  demonstrate 
the  infamy  and  brutality  of  the  present 
industrial  depression,  would  creat  an 
excitement  that  would  seethe  with  de- 
nunciation. 

This  conference  that  was  held  in  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  and  addressed  by  Cas- 
son took  no  steps  to  relieve  the  condi- 
tion presented  by  the  speaker. 

The  millions  of  money  represented 
by  the  women  who  could  afford  to 
meet  at  America's  patrician  hotel  came 
from  the  sweat  and  wretchedness  of 
the  class  who  are  impoverished  in  old 
age,  and  from  the  class  who  even  in 
youth  and  strength,  is  forced  through 
idleness  and  want,  to  barter  honor  for 
bread. 

The  beneficiaries  of  this  heartless 
and  murderous  system  will  make  no 
effort  to  break  the  chains  of  slavery 
that  tears  a  woman  from  home  and 
puts  her  at  the  carpenter's  and  ma- 
chinist's bench.  The  indolent  who  feed 
upon  profit  will  not  liberate  the  30,000 
grandmothers  of  New  York,  nor  will 
they  snatch  the  40,000  unemployed  wo- 
men from  "the  abyss  that  every  woman 
sees." 

These  statistics  submitted  by  Casson 
should  stir  the  blood  of  laboring  hu- 
manity, and  men  with  souls  and  hearts 
should  swear  in  the  name  of  everything 
that  is  holy  and  sacred  that  a  system 
that  shackles  motherhood  to  the  bench 
of  ill-paid  toll  and  forces  maidenhood 
to  sell  virtue  for  life,  should  be  swept 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.— T?^c 
Miners*  Magazine. 


At  the  Parting  of  the  Ways. 

The  humiliating  position  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  before  the  great 
political  parties  is  causing  a  growing 
feeling  of  resentment  on  the  part  of 
the  organized  wage-workers  at  large. 

There  is  no  question  but  President 
Gompers  and  his  associates  are  "stuck." 
To  a  large  extent,  this  has  been 
brought  about  by  a  dependence  on 
others.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  cer- 
tain officials  have  too  long  basked  in 
the  smiles  of  a  gentleman  history  will 
record  as  "strenuous,"  in  the  belief 
that  messages  to  Congress  would 
arouse  Cannon,  Payne,  Sherman  and 
the  rest. 

The  labor  movement  never  gained 
anything  except  through  strike,  or 
presenting  a  show  of  strength  that 
would  eventuate  in  strike  unless  its 
demands  were  conceded.  This  has  been 
used  successfully  on  the  economic  field. 
A  different  policy  has  been  pursued  on 
the  political  field.  There,  we  beg  and 
implore  and  "resolute."  In  some  minor 
instances,  we  have  been  successful. 
But  recent  events  now  prove  to  the 
dullest  in  our  midst  that  both  old  par- 
ties are  backed  by  the  same  power,  and 
financed  by  the  same  gold. 

We  are  at  the  parting  of  the  waya 
For  years  a  comparatively  few  men 
have  battled  for  political  independence 
of  workers.  No  longer  Is  their  union- 
ism questioned.  The  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  must  abandon  its  present 
policy.  It  has  failed  to  successfully 
mix  a  movement  standing  for  shorter 
hours,  higher  wages  and  better  condi- 
tions with  political  action,  based  on 
letter  writing,  speech  making  and  reso- 
lutions. It  must  confine  itself  to  the 
purely  economic  movement,  and  recog- 
nize a  place  for  a  working  class  polit- 
ical movement. 

And  in  predicting  this  policy,  we  are 
fully  alive  to  the  objections  that  will 
be  raised  by  suspicious  members  forced 
to  accept  new  thoughts,  and  by  those 
who  are  more  interested  in  having 
things  go  "their  way"  than  in  pulling 
the  membership  from  old  Ideals. 

The  Toledo  plan  is  bound  to  become 
historic.  In  all  other  cities  political 
action  is  marked  by  a  turmoil  and  dis- 
trust that  endangers  the  trade-union 
movement  In  other  cities  the  line 
between  radicalism  and  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
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is  clearly  marked.  This  city  has  recog- 
nized the  "parting  of  the  ways/'  and  is 
acting  accordingly.  Shall  we  continue 
in  this  work  of  education  and  solidari- 
ty, or  shall  we  split  when  the  test 
comes  because  we  were  more  interested 
in  individuals  than  we  are  in  the  work- 
ing class? — Toledo  Union  Leader. 


middle  Atlantic  States.  The  consolida- 
tion completely  organizes  under  one 
union  the  whole  forces  of  some  big 
transcontinental  lines. 


BIG  UNIONS  COMBINE 


A.  F.  of  L.  Freight  Handlers  and 
the  Brotherhood  Amalgamate. 

At  a  recent  convention  in  Lancaster 
an  amalgamation  was  effected  be- 
tween the  A.  F.  of  L.  International 
Union  of  Freight  Handlers,  Baggage- 
men and  Freight  Clerks  and  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Railroad  Freight  and  Bag- 
gage Men  of  America,  which  has  main- 
tained an  independent  existence.  The 
amalgamated  union  will  belong  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L. 

The  present  headquarters  office  of 
the  brotherhood  at  Lancaster  will  be 
retained  as  an  eastern  office  of  the 
union,  the  general  international  head- 
quarters remaining  at  Chicago,  the 
office  city  of  the  union. 

A  New  England  office  in  Boston  and 
a  special  New  England  organizer  will 
be  established.  P.  J.  Flannery  of 
Chicago,  who  was  the  president  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  union,  was  elected  gen- 
eral president  of  the  consolidated  or- 
ganization. Some  months  ago  at  a 
conference  between  the  general  execu- 
tive boards  of  both  organizations  a 
proposed  amalgamation  plan  was 
agreed  upon  and  was  submitted  to  the 
various  locals. 

Mr.  Flannery  has  been  devoting  his 
time  for  several  months  to  the  con- 
solidation. There  are  several  unions 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  international  on 
the  systems  centering  in  Boston,  and 
there  are  several  divisions  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Freight  and 
Baggage  Men  on  the  B.  &  M.  system. 

The  amalgamated  organizations  are 
both  large  ones.  The  A.  F.  of  L. 
union  has  twenty-two  unions  in  Chi- 
cago alone,  including  every  man  of  the 
craft  in  the  city,  and  other  railroad 
centers  of  the  West  are  as  strongly 
organized,  it  is  said.  The  freight  and 
baggage  brotherhood  has  been  strong 
in  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  the 


Not  Against,  But  For. 

The  Toledo  Netos-Bee  furnishes  a  bit 
of  editorial  wisdom  that  is  peculiarly 
apropos.    It  reads: 

"Mr.  Taft's  conception  of  law  could 
not  have  been  really  expressed  when 
he  used  the  word  'against' 

"  The  enforcement  of  the  law  equal- 
ly against  high  and  low,  the  powerful 
and  the  weak,  should  be  his  (a  Presi- 
dent's) first  thought,'  says  Mr.  Taft  in 
an  article  he  has  written  for  Collier*8. 

"Without  seeming  captious,  we 
would  suggest  that  the  use  of  the  word 
'for'  would  be  more  fortunate  in  thla 
connection. 

"The  law  is  'for*  us  all.  It  is  what 
we  all  make.  It  is  the  consensus  of  the 
majority.  It  is  to  be  enforced  for  the 
high  and  for  the  low.  It  is  the 
beneficent  healer  of  all  woes. 

"Against?  Is  the  law  a  club,  a 
menace,  a  threat  before  which  we  all 
cringe?    High  and  low? 

"A  more  kindly  and  true  thought  of 
the  President's  execution  of  the  law  is 
that  expressed  in  the  phrase,  'With 
malice  toward  none  and  charity  for 
all.' 

"It  is  enforcing  laws  against  that 
makes  law  hated.  That  is  the  attitude 
of  a  Czar.  There  the  law  is  the  will 
of  the  ruler  enforced  against  the  sub- 
ject. 

"No,  don't  enforce  the  law  against 
the  rich  and  poor— enforce  it  in  favor 
of,  in  defense  of,  in  response  to,  in  jus- 
tice, mercy  and  equity  for  rich  and 
poor,  weak  and  strong,  friend  and  foe." 


The  Tragedy  of  Toil. 

In  Austria  the  other  day  there  oc- 
curred in  a  celluloid  factory  a  terrible 
fire.  Celluloid  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
flammable of  materials.  Without  ela- 
borate precautions  against  fire  a  cellu- 
loid factory  is  more  dangerous  to  hu- 
man life  than  the  front  line  of  battle. 

Fifty-five  men,  women  and  children 
were  employed  in  this  factory;  seven- 
teen perished  in  the  flames,  and  twen- 
ty-one were  more  or  less  severely 
burned. 
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After  the  explosion  an  old  factory 
hand,  surrounded  by  fire,  led  a  few  of 
his  comrades  to  safety.  He  then  re- 
turned to  the  midst  of  the  flames  with 
a  gang  of  firemen,  and  showed  them  a 
cellar  where  several  tone  of  celluloid 
were  deposited.  The  entire  neighbor- 
hood would  have  been  wrecked  had 
this  reserve  supply  caught  fire. 

As  soon  as  this  danger  was  averted 
he  dashed  back  through  the  flames  to 
the  engine  roobi  and  opened  the 
valves,  thereby  preventing  a  disas- 
trous boiler  explosion. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  act  of  hero- 
ism, and  the  reporters  came  to  him  to 
ask  his  name.  He  shook  his  head, 
saying,  **You  don't  need  that.  If  I  had 
not  done  it,  somebody  else  would  have 
done  it." 

In  this  day  of  infamous  yellow  jour- 
nals there  is  ordinarily  no  room  for 
such  cases  of  heroism.  Tet  not  a  day 
passes  but  something  of  that  sort  oc- 
curs. The  life  of  a  toiler  in  many 
large  industries  is  more  dangerous 
than  the  life  of  a  private  in  the  army 
or  navy.  Statistics  will  show  more 
lives  lost  in  industry  than  in  war. 

The  bravery  of  the  men  in  our  flre 
departments  is  unquestioned,  but  even 
they  do  not  face  the  dangers  which 
many  quiet,  apparently  unheroic  men, 
women  and  children  face,  In  ordinary 
industrial  life. 

There  is  a  tragedy  of  toil  inflnitely 
more  heroic  than  the  tragedy  of  war. 
Yet  in  these  days  of  divorces,  of 
Thaws,  of  Hitchcocks,  and  of  lewd 
scandal,  thousands  of  heroic  stories, 
such  as  this  one  of  the  old  man  in  the 
celluloid  factory,  go  untold. 

Is  it  not  monstrous  that  in  this  so- 
called  civilization  of  ours  we  should 
fail  to  honor  a  huge  class  of  men  who 
daily  sacrifice  their  lives  for  our 
benefit? 

Brave  men,  women  and  children  go 
into  countless  celluloid  factories. 
Brave  men,  women  and  children  go 
into  mills  and  mines.  Into  bakery  cel- 
lars, into  infested  sweatshops,  into 
slaughter-houses,  spending  their  lives, 
breathing  poisonous  gases  and  disease- 
laden  dusts,  amidst  dangerous  and 
often  unguarded  machinery.  Men  and 
boys  risk  their  lives  in  the  coal  mines, 
on  the  railroads,  and  in  all  the  in- 
flnitely varied  forms  of  dangerous  oc- 
cupation. 


Yet  we  do  not  honor  them.  We 
even  grudgingly  grant  them  a  half- 
starved  existence  while  they  work. 

The  soldier,  the  sailor,  the  fireman, 
when  their  days  of  toil  and  heroism 
are  over  we  retire  with  honor.  The 
millions  when  their  days  of  toil  and 
heroism  are  over  face  poverty,  dis- 
honor and  a  pauper's  grave. 

The  toiler  is  personified  by  this  old 
man  of  the  celluloid  factory. 

For  us  he  produces  food,  clothing 
and  shelter.  For  us  he  is  crippled, 
maimed  and  killed.  For  us  he  risks 
his  life.  For  us  he  acquires  every 
form  of  industrial  disease.  And  when 
life  is  over,  and  heroism  no  more, 
even  his  name  remains  unknown. 

No  monuments  for  him,  no  pensions, 
no  memorial  services,  no  fiowers,  no 
days  of  decoration. 

A  pine  box,  a  hasty  burial — and  on 
the  morrow  a  wife,  a  son,  or  a  daugh- 
ter lifts  his  burden  and  takes  his 
place  in  the  ranks. — Robert  Hunter, 


The  Liability  of  Employers. 

Mr.  G.  Frank  Thomas  of  Western 
Maryland  College  delivered  a  notable 
oration  on  "Employers'  Liability"  in 
a  reecnt  competition  held  before  the 
Oratorical  Association  of  Maryland 
Colleges.  The  competitors  were  rep- 
resentatives of  Western  Maryland,  St 
John's,  Maryland  Agricultural  and 
Washington  colleges.  Mr.  Thomas 
carriod  off  the  honors  for  his  Alma 
Mater  by  his  worthy  effort.  The  full 
text  of  his  address  was  as  follows: 

Every  humane  citizen  notes  with 
horror  the  misery  and  suffering 
brought  upon  laborers  by  the  numer- 
ous and  oftentimes  fatal  accidents 
throughout  our  country.  How  to  al- 
leviate this  suffering  is  a  problem 
which  the  American  people  should 
consider  and  solve. 

These  accidents  are  to  a  great  extent 
the  result  of  our  industrial  conditions. 
They  have  come  with  the  factory  and 
the  railroad.  Within  two  generations 
the  girl  has  left  her  spinning-wheel, 
the  shoemaker  his  last,  the  artisan  his 
small  shop — all  have  crowded  into  the 
factory  to  guide  its  dangerous  machin- 
ery. The  rush  of  building  constrtio- 
tion,  the  congestion  in  crowded  shops 
and  the  hurried  activity  of  our  busi- 
ness life  have  multiplied  Injury  and 
disease. 
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Last  year  on  our  railroads  nearly 
5,000  employes  were  killed  and  76,000 
injured.  In  our  mines  12,000  people 
lose  their  lives  annually;  636,166 
workmen  are  killed  and  disabled  every 
year  in  our  industrial  world.  Think 
of  it!  Bvery  minute,  night  and  day, 
one  life  is  sacrificed  to  our  record- 
breaking  progress.  War  is  horrible, 
but  do  you  know  that  more  people 
were  killed  by  machinery  in  the  last 
four  years  of  peace  than  by  rifles  and 
cannon  In  the  four  years  of  the  Civil 
War?  More  lives  are  lost  on  our  rail- 
roads and  in  our  mines  and  factories 
every  year  than  in  the  battles  of  the 
entire  Russo-Japanese  War.  These  are 
astounding  and  heartrending  facts. 

How  do  the  disabled  men  and  the 
widows  support  themselves?  At  the 
best  they  must  live  dependent  lives. 
The  crippled  laborer  and  his  wife  are 
often  compelled  to  separate.  The 
widow  must  further  break  her  already 
grief-stricken  home  by  placing  her 
children  in  an  asylum.  Go  to  the 
charity  worker.  He  will  tell  you  that 
60  per  cent,  of  the  dependent  families 
are  made  so  by  accidents.  Oo  into  the 
surgical  wards  of  any  of  our  large 
hospitals.  Stop  and  listen  to  the  story 
of  that  man  with  a  lost  limb— how  his 
family  is  destitute  and  how  after  his 
wound  heals  he  will  not  be  able  to  sus- 
tain even  himself.  This  is  a  travesty 
on  our  boasted  civilization. 

Surely,  we  are  not  too  busy  serving 
Mammon  to  turn  our  attention  to  these 
conditions.  This  suffering  is  due  to 
the  inadequacy  of  our  Employers'  Lia- 
bility law.  The  present  law  was  form- 
ulated a  hundred  years  ago.  Then  the 
artisan  worked  in  a  small  shop  on  a 
single  Job,  with  his  own  tools,  and  by 
the  side  of  men  whose  capacities  he 
knew  and  on  whom  he  could  keep  an 
eye.  Under  these  conditions  the  doc- 
trine that  the  workman  should  assume 
the  risks  of  trade  was  equitable.  But 
since  then  the  shops  have  been  trans- 
formed into  vast  industrial  enterprises, 
carried  on  largely  by  machinery.  The 
loosening  of  a  screw  in  the  engine- 
room,  the  slipping  of  a  belt  on  a  power 
wheel  carry  injury  and  death  to  a 
hundred  unsuspecting  workmen  in  re- 
mote parts  of  the  factory.  The  laborer 
has  become  a  mere  cog  in  the  great 
mill  of  industry.  He  is  absolutely 
helpless  to  protect  himself.  The  in- 
dustrial conditions  have  changed  with 
kaleidosoopic  rapidity,  while  the  law 


has  stood  still.  We  are  applying  the 
law  of  the  shop  to  the  factory,  that  of 
the  stage  coach  to  the  railroad.  The 
law  is,  therefore,  inadequate  and  un- 
just, because  it  has  not  kept  pace  with 
changing  conditions. 

A<^rding  to  the  common  law,  which 
applies  throughout  the  United  States, 
the  employe,  in  order  to  receive  com- 
pensation, must  prove  that  the  acci- 
dent was  caused  by  the  negligence  of 
the  employer.  If  he  is  working  in  a 
dangerous  trade,  if  his  fellow-workmen 
are  careless,  if  the  machinery  is  de- 
fective, and  an  accident  results  from 
any  or  all  of  these  causes  the  workman 
receives  nothing  whatever  from  the 
industry.  **No  man,"  says  the  law, 
''need  pay  for  damage  he  has  not 
done."  We  know  that  many  of  the  ac- 
cidents are  due  not  at  all  to  the  negli- 
gence of  the  employer,  but  to  the  risks 
of  trade.  You  have  seen  men  swarm- 
ing over  skeletons  of  towering  struc- 
tures. Here  throughout  the  working 
hours  the  life  of  the  workman  hangs 
in  the  balance.  A  misstep  or  a  slight 
error  in  balancing  may  at  any  moment 
send  him  to  death  and  his  family  to 
grief,  poverty  and  destitution.  When 
you  enter  a  railway  train  and  think  of 
an  accident  you  involuntarily  shudder. 
The  probability  of  your  being  injured 
is  one  to  a  million,  while  that  of  the 
engineer  Just  ahead  is  one  to  nine.  In 
some  trades  as  high  as  80  per  cent  of 
the  deaths  are  due  to  tuberculosis. 
These  are  some  of  the  many  risks  of 
trade,  and,  of  course,  under  the  pres- 
ent law  injuries  and  deaths  caused  by 
them  are  irrelevant  for  action  in  the 
courts.  The  startling  fact  is  that  the 
law  applies  to  only  10  per  cent  of  the 
injured  and  kiHed.  The  remaining  90 
per  cent  work  Just  as  faithfully  and 
are  in  Just  as  great  need.  Their  hero- 
ism and  energy  have  added  to  the  com- 
forts and  welfare  of  society,  and  yet 
the  law  permits  us,  like  the  Gaelic 
chief,  to  hurl  the  sword  into  the  al- 
ready unequal  scale  and  cry  "Woe  to 
the  vanquished." 

The  countries  of  Europe  have  abol 
ished  their  antiquated  laws  and  adopt- 
ed what  is  termed  Workman's  Univer- 
sal Compensation.  This  law  gives  the 
right  of  support  in  practically  every 
case  of  injury.  In  England  the  em- 
ployer must  indemnify  anyone  receiv- 
ing an  injury  while  in  his  service. 
Germany  has  adopted  Workman's  In- 
surance.  This  Iaw«  which  may  be  taken 
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as  the  type  on  the  Continent,  provides 
for  three  kinds  of  Industrial  insurance 
— against  sickness,  against  old  age  and 
against  accident.  For  insurance 
against  sickness  the  employer  con* 
tributes  one-third  and  the  employe 
two-thirds;  against  old  age  the  em- 
ployer and  employe  contribute  equally, 
and  against  accident  the  employer  con- 
tributes all. 

The  first  action  our  country  took  in 
this  matter  was  in  June,  1906,  when 
Congress  passed  a  law  to  apply  to  In- 
tertsate  commerce.  By  a  decision  of 
five  to  four  this  law,  however,  has  since 
been  declared  unconstitutional.  On 
April  9  Congress  again  passed  a  law 
which  it  is  thought  will  stand  the  test 
of  the  Constitution.  This  law,  how- 
ever, will  apply  only  to  railroads  en- 
gaged in  Interstate  conimerce.  We 
may  not  transplant  the  European  sys- 
tem, but  by  an  extension  of  national 
legislation,  by  a  new  construction  of 
the  Constitution  or  by  the  action  of 
State  Legislatures  workmen's  univer- 
sal compensation  in  some  form  must 
come. 

Such  legislation,  in  the  first  place, 
is  justice  to  the  employer.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  law  is  not  to  take  the  bur- 
den from  the  poor  workman  and  load 
it  upon  the  rich  employer,  thereby 
ruining  business,  but  to  transfer  it 
from  the  employe  through  the  em- 
ployer to  the  consumer.  If  the  owners 
of  a  steel  mill  are  compelled  to  com- 
pensate an  injured  workman  the  cor- 
poration recompenses  itself  by  a  slight 
increase  in  the  price  of  steel.  The  law 
is  merely  a  legal  device  for  distribut- 
ing among  all  who  benefit  by  an  in- 
dustry a  loss  necessarily  incident  to 
that  industry.  The  employer  becomes 
the  agent  of  society.  Therefore,  though 
the  burden  will  at  the  moment  fall 
upon  him,  it  will  ultimately  be  as- 
sumed, as  it  ought  to  be,  by  the  gen- 
eral public. 

This  law  will  also  be  just  to  the  em- 
ploye. As  has  been  shown,  our  pres- 
ent law  for  compensating  injured 
workmen  is  neither  just  nor  human. 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  injured  work- 
men must  bear  the  financial  burdens 
thrust  upon  them  by  the  exigencies  of 
their  daily  occupations.  The  work- 
man has  given  himself,  and  the  family 
its  father,  for  the  benefit  of  society. 
Should  not  society,  then,  recompense 
the  injured  workman  and  the  helpless 
family?    The  public,  for  whose  benefit 


all  industries  are  carried  on,  ultimate- 
ly pay  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  ma- 
chinery. Is  there  any  logical  reason 
why  it  should  not  pay  for  tho  human 
machinery?  The  workman's  health, 
body  and  intellect  are  his  capital 
which  he  has  invested  in  the  industry; 
therefore  a  fund  for  insurance  against 
sickness,  accident  and  old  age  should 
be  a  normal  item  in  tho  expense  of 
production.  But  we  hear  someone  say 
that  our  charitable  organizations  care 
for  the  disabled.  Yes,  so  they  do. 
They  also  care  for  the  idler  and  the 
vagabond.  What  the  laborer  wants  is 
not  charity,  but  justice.  Shall  the 
stigma  of  the  detested  tramp  become 
the  recompense  of  the  unfortunate 
toiler?  The  nation  pensions  its  dis- 
abled soldiers  and  their  families.  Why 
should  not  industry  care  for  the  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  laborers  and 
millions  of  dependent  widows  and  or- 
phans? Be  careful  that  we  do  not 
make  the  works  of  peace  more  horrible 
than  war  itself.  Reason  and  sentiment 
alike  declare  In.  favor  of  workman's 
universal  compensation. 

Many  and  great  will  be  the  benefits 
of  this  law. 

Give  us  this  law  and  there  will  be 
fewer  accidents.  The  employer  will 
see  that  it  is  no  longer  more  profitable 
to  kill  men  than  to  provide  means  for 
preventing  accidents.  "Necessity  is 
the  mother  of  invention."  Make  it 
necessary  to  the  life  of  an  industry  to 
provide  for  the  welfare  of  its  work- 
men and  immediately  the  genius  of 
the  Inventor  will  turn  to  the  saving  of 
human  life.  At  present  our  industry 
is  a  Moloch  in  its  sacrifice  of  life.  Our 
notorious  lists  of  accidents  are  a  dis- 
grace to  our  boasted  civilization,  and 
the  nK)re  shameful  because  many  of 
them  are  preventable.  Do  you  know 
that  our  railways,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  employed,  injured  four  times 
as  many  as  those  of  England  and 
twenty  times  as  many  as  those  of  Ger- 
many? Our  industries  lead  the  world 
in  the  injured  and  death  list.  Why  is 
this,  do  you  ask?  In  the  countries  of 
Europe  Workman's  Universal  Compen- 
sation is  in  force.  In  Germany,  since 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  number  of 
injured  and  killed  has  been  reduced 
one-half.  The  means  of  prevention  is 
within  our  grasp  and  still  we  careless- 
ly and  wantonly  sacrifice  human  life. 

Enact  workman's  compensation  and 
the  health  conditions  of  the  laborer 
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will  be  improved.  That  sanitary  con- 
ditions are  bad  is  without  dispute.  In 
the  foul  air,  impure  water  and  damp- 
ness of  the  mine  and  factory  lurk  the 
dreaded  tuberculosis,  pneumonia  and 
typhoid  fever.  The  deadly  clutches  of 
these  diseases  fasten  upon  thousands 
of  laborers.  Place  the  sickness  of  the 
employes  in  the  expense  column,  and 
the  preventable  diseases  will  be  pre- 
vented. Where  this  law  is  in  force  the 
employers,  ever  ready  to  reduce  ex- 
pense, have  their  own  inspectors,  who 
are  held  strictly  accountable  for  every 
disease.  Realizing  the  effectiveness  of 
immediate  and  skilled  attention,  they 
have  established  emergency  hospitals. 
Under  this  law  the  employer  is  com- 
pelled to  recognize  the  importance  of 
human  life. 

Place  this  law  upon  our  statute 
bookb,  and  the  worth  of  the  laborer 
will  be  recognized.  No  longer  will  we 
say  to  the  workman  who  holds  up  his 
bleeding  stump,  once  his  strong  right 
arm,  "I  have  nothing  for  you,"  or  to 
the  weeping  widow  whose  husband  lies 
in  her  back  parlor  a  mangled  corpse, 
"Go  get  thee  to  a  workhouse."  No,  we 
shall  have  realized  that  the  laborer  as 
well  as  the  capitalist,  is  a  promoter  of 
the  general  welfare.  By  the  preven- 
tion of  accidents  and  the  improvement 
of  sanitary  conditions  man  assumes 
his  true  dignity  and  greatness.  Noralis 
says:  "There  is  but  one  temple  in  the 
world,  and  that  is  the  body  of  man. 
We  touch  heaven  when  we  lay  our 
hands  upon  a  human  body."  Today 
our  country  is  deluged  with  pamphlets 
treating  of  the  disease  of  stock  and  the 
pests  of  plants.  We  make  everything 
more  sacred  than  human  life.  With 
the  enactment  of  this  law  the  laborer 
will  step  forth  as  a  man,  made  in  the 
image  of  his  Creator. 

twentieth  century  progress  requires 
that  the  common  law  give  place  to 
workman's  universal  compensation. 
By  the  enactment  of  this  law  the  dig- 
nity of  the  laborer  will  be  recognized; 
thrift  and  energy  rewarded  and  en- 
couraged; thousands  of  heroic  toilers 
saved  to  their  families,  and  millions 
of  helpless  widows  and  orphans  cared 
for.  Its  purpose  is  not  to  abolish  a 
Congo  atrocity  nor  prevent  a  war,  in 
the  indefinite  future,  but  to  assuage 
suffering  and  lessen  hardships  endured 
this  very  minute  by  a  great  host  of 
American  people.     This  law  is  not  a 


mere  fantastic  dream  of  the  imagina- 
tion. Wherever  it  has  been  tried  its 
worth  and  efficiency  have  been  proved. 
Nor  is  the  possibility  of  its  enactment 
in  this  country  vain.  The  spirit  of 
this  reform  is  upon  us.  Congress  is 
discussing  it,  legislatures  are  investi- 
gating it,  laborers  and  business  men 
are  beckoning  it  on.  The  people  of 
America  should  at  once  repeal  the  an- 
tiquated law  and  permit  no  legal  tech- 
nicality to  stand  in  the  way  of  justice 
to  the  laborer.  Our  religion,  our  pa- 
triotism, our  love  of  justice  demand 
that  'workman's  universal  compensa- 
tion shall  be  written  upon  our  statute 
books.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  will 
our  government  be  what  every  true  re- 
public should  be — the  protector  and 
source  of  happiness  to  all. 


Mitchell  and  His  New  Job. 

At  last  it  is  out.  The  world  can  now 
understand  why  John  Mitchell  retired 
from  the  presidency  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America.  He  will 
take  charge  of  the  trade  agreement  de- 
partment of  the  National  Civic  Federa- 
tion. This  job  will  pay  him  the  beg- 
garly wage  of  $116  per  week,  which  is 
a  trifle  better  than  mining  coal  at  90 
cents  a  ton.  besides  it  is  a  somewhat 
cleaner  (physically)  job.  His  skin 
can  remain  white — ^he  can  wear  a 
boiled  shirt  and  cuffs,  and  lounge  back 
and  forth  in  fine  upholstered  furniture. 
But  just  how.  clean  the  "Inside"  of  this 
new  job  will  be,  is  a  question.  Think 
of  an  alleged  great  labor  leader  taking 
a  job  of  defending  the  National  Civic 
Federation — a  splendid  bunch  of  or- 
ganized thieves  who  now  hire  Mitchell 
to  rub  salve  on  the  wounds  of  their 
victims — ^to  play  buffer  to  these  high 
pirates.  Then  Mitchell  prates  about 
the  great  good  he  can  accomplish. 
Well,  nuff  sed.  Bamum  was  right 
The  world  is  still  full  of  suckers. — 
Dallas  Lahor  Netos, 


The  international  convention  of  the 
Brotherhopd  of  Locomotive  Engineers, 
at  Columbus,  O.,  voted  to  admit  to 
membership  the  engineers  of  all  elec- 
trically-drawn trains  on  steam  rail- 
roads. Admission  of  engrineers  in 
Cuba  to  the  brotherhood  was  also  de- 
termined upon. 
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A  Song  of  Brotherhood. 

(Looking  Fobward.) 

The  blessings  of  a  brighter  day  bloom 
from  a  perished  past. 

And  glad  and  golden  is  the  way  that 
leads  us  on  at  last 

Into  the  asphodelian  lands  where  fade- 
less flowers  are  spread 

To  greet  our  feet,  by  hallowed  hands 
of  our  remembered  dead. 

Tlie  faith  that  once  was  in  eclipse, 
wrapped  by  the  clouds  of  wrong, 

Has  felt  the  touch  of  loving  lips  that 
•      thrill  with  tender  eong, 

Till  it  has  risen  to  redeem  the  race 
from  its  despairs 

And  realize  that  splendid  dream  of  our 
unanswered  prayers. 

Where  once  the  fields  were  drenched 

with  red  beneath  the  blackest 

night, 
Now   greenest   grasses   grow   instead, 

and  lilies  blossom  white; 
And   like  a  vibrant  silver  bell   now 

rings  the  robin's  note 
Where   once   the   battle-song   of   hell 

belched      from      the     cannon's 

throat 

The  only  chains  are    links    of    love, 

where  once  were  prison  bars, 
And  garlands  placed  the  wounds  above 

have  hidden  all  their  scars. 
We  lightly  climb  life's  sunny  slopes, 

where  naught  the  music  mars 
That  lifts  the  heart  to  higher  hopes 

and  sets  it  'mong  the  stars. 

Our  feet  have  found  the  solid  rock  of 

broader  brotherhood; 
Our  souls  have  safely  met  the  shock, 

and  all  its  woes  withstood; 
The  newer  birth  is  ours  at  last,  and 

nothing  now  remains 
To  point  us  to  the  poignant  past — its 

passions  and  its  pains. 

The  darkness  of  the  years  is  gone,  the 

shadows  hurry  by, 
While    fingers    of    a    damask    dawn 

spread  beauty  on  the  sky. 
On  haloed  heights  a  rarer  glow  shall 

crown  the  heart's  demands. 
And  love's  sweet  springs  shall  fairer 

flow  from  out  life's  bitter  lands. 

— Walter  Hurt, 


A  Glance  Behind  the  Girtain. 

New  times  demand  new  measures  and 

new  men; 
The  world  advances,  and  in  time  out- 
grows 
The  laws  that  in  our  father's  day  were 

best; 
And,  doubtless,  after  us,  some  purer 

scheme 
Will  be  shaped  out  by  wiser  men  than 

we, 
Made  wiser  by  the  steady  growth  of 

truth. 
We  cannot  bring  Utopia  at  once; 
But  better  almost  be  at  work  in  sin 
Than  in  a  brute  inaction  browse  and 

sleep. 
No  man  is  bom  into  the  world  whose 

work 
Is  not  bom  with  him;   there  Is  always 

work. 
And  tools  to  work  withal,  for  those 

who  will; 
And  blessed  are  the  horny  hands  of 

toil! 
The  busy  world  shoves  angrily  aside 
The  man  who  stands  with  arms  akimbo 

set. 
Until  occasion  tells  him  what  to  do; 
And  he  who  waits  to  have  his  task 

marked  out 
Shall  die  and  leave  his  errand  unful- 
filled. 


The  time  is  ripe,  and  rotten-ripe,  for 
change; 

Then  let  it  c<»ne:  I  have  no  dread  of 
what 

Is  called  for  by  the  Instinct  of  man- 
kind. 

Nor  think  I  that  God's  world  would 
fall  apart 

Because  we  tear  a  parchment  more 
or  less. 

Truth  is  eternal,  but  her  efiluenoe,  ' 

With  endless  change,  is  fitted  to  the 
hour;    , 

Her  mirror  is  tumed  forward,  to  re- 
flect 

The  promise  of  the  future,  not  the 
past 

I  .do  not  fear  to  follow  out  the  truth. 

Albeit  along  the  precipice's  edge. 

Let  us  speak  plain:  there  is  more 
force  in  names 

Than  most  men  dream  of;  and  a  lie 
may  keep 

Its  throne  a  whole  age  longer,  if  it 
skulk 
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Behind  the  shield  of  some  fair-seem- 
ing name. 

Let  us  call  tyrants  tyrants,  and  main- 
tain 

That  only  freedom  comes  by  grace  of 
God, 

And  all  that  comes  not  by  His  grace 
must  fall; 

For  men  in  earnest  have  no  time  to 
waste 

In   patching  fig-leaves  for  the  naked 
truth. 

— James  Rusiell  Lowell, 


SECRECY  WILL  NEVER 

WIN  UNION  VICTORIES 


Get  into  Politics. 

Under  the  above  caption,  American 
Industries,  the  maimfacturers'  paper, 
advises  the  member^ip  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  "that  the  primary 
purpose  of  the  association  is  the  bet- 
terment of  the  relations  between  em- 
ployer and  employe  &nd  the  mainten- 
ance of  industrial  peace.  This  purpose 
can  be  achieved  only  through  the  close 
cooperation  of  the  association's  mem- 
hers;  and  today  economic  conditions 
are  such  tKat  co-operation  unquestion- 
ably means  an  active  interest  in  both 
State  and  National  politics  on  the  part 
of  every  manufacturer.  The  swift 
progress  of  economic  legislation  and 
the  unceasing  activities  of  irrespons- 
ible labor  leaders  imperatively  demand 
that  members  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Manufacturers  get  into  politics 
without  further  del^y." 

How  is  it,  then,  that  in  one  breath 
the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers belittles  labor's  political 
strength  and  immediately  warns  its 
members  of  the  necessity  to  "get  intto 
politics"  because  of  "the  swift  progress 
of  economic  legislation"  and  the  "uur 
ceasing  activities  of  irresponsible  labor 
leaders?" 

"There's  a  reason." — Ex.  • 


To  Raise  $50,000. 

The  political  action  committee  of  the 
Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  at  a  meet- 
ing decided  to  form  a  campaign  organ- 
ization in  each  precinct  of  the  city  and 
county.  Members  of  the  federation 
will  be  asked  to  contribute  to  a  cam- 
paign fund  that,  it  is  hoped,  will 
amount  to  $50,000.  Mass  meetings  will 
be  held  and  indorsement  given  only  to 
candidates  pledged  to  support  the  labor 
political  program. 


Their  Opponents  are  no  Longer 
in  the  Dark  as  to  Strength, 
Size  or  Intentions. 


Some  trade  unionists  still  imagine 
that  secrecy  will  win  victories.  They 
seem  to  think  their  opponents  know 
nothing  of  their  strength  or  their  re- 
sources or  their  intentions.  The  op- 
posite is  true.  Up  to  within  a  few 
years  ago  anti-union  organizations 
were  in  the  dark,  when  combatting  la- 
bor. Today  the  Metal  Trade,  for  in- 
stance, is  in  touch  with  the  trade 
union  movement  It  knows  every 
move  made.  It  knows  the  officers  and 
active  membera  And  what  is  more 
important,  it  knows  the  spirit.  It 
knows  whether  a  union  is  fighting  in- 
ternally, or  wh€»ther  the  members  are 
enthusiastic  and  aggressive.  Mere 
numbers  no  longer  alarm  an  anti-union 
organization.  Divide  the  workers  is 
the  first  move.  Start  the  "poison  drop- 
pers" at  work.  Begin  questioning  the 
motives  of  offl<»rs.  Ask  "where  all  the 
money  goes."  Combat  assessments. 
Above  all  things,  kill  the  spirit. 

These  are  the  methods  employed. 
Hostile  employers  no  longer  fear 
"strike  talk"  in  newspapers— they  have  . 
men  behind  the  scenes.  The  same 
principle  will  apply  to  the  Labor 
Congress.  Don't  imagine  you  can 
scare  anyone.  If  the  delegates 
don't  intend  backing  up  their  decisions 
by  deeds,  it  will  be  quickly  known. 
And  this  information  will  be  kept 
quiet.  No  one  will  come  around  and 
tell  us  we  are  "discovered,"  On  the 
contrary,  they  will  "string"  us  along 
and  when  the  smoke  clears  away  the 
workers  will  again  be  at  one  another's 
throats. 

Labor  must  abandon  old  tactics. 
Drop  this  secrecy.  Get  out  in  the  open 
and  never  make  a  move  unless  you 
mean  it.  The  time  for  "slipping  one 
over"  is  forever  gone,  and  the  trade 
union  official  who  advocates  oldtime 
tactics  is  a  back  number. — Toledo 
Union  Leader. 


Ever    live     (misfortune    excepted) 
within  your  income. 
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''God  Knows/' 

The  Shades  of  graft  were  falling  fa^t 
As    through    the    city    streets    there 


A  bloated  form;   who  shouted  loud 
While    bursting    through    the    vulgar 
crowd, 

"God  Knows!" 

"God  knows  I  love  your  ragged  coats! 
God  knows  I  need  your  honest  votes! 
God  knows  I  long  to  wear  the  crown. 
That  Teddy  wears:   a  'hand-me-dowo/ 
God  Knows!" 

A  hungry  man  removed  his  hat 
And  a8>ked  thia  one  so  strangely  fat, 
How  he  could  earn  his  humble  keep, 
Back  came  the  answer  in  a  shriek, 
"God  Knows!" 

A  labor  union  interviewed 

This  "sausage"  with  the  question  rude, 

"Will    your    'Injunctions'    cause    you 

pain?" 
In  ghastly  tones  he  shrieked  again, 
"God  Knows!" 

The  questions  now  fell  thick  and>  hard 
Upon  the  "Buster's"  bosom  pard: 
To  one  and  all  he  made  reply. 
By  drooling  o'er  this  parrot's  cry, 
"God  Knows!" 

Finally  he  passed  from  sight, 
.Into  the  "Jungle's"  fading  light: 
But  still  came  back  this  frenzied  cry, 
"Ask  God,  you  fools!    He  knows,  not  I. 
God  Knows!" 

An  early  winter's  cruel  blast 
O'ertook  this  fatted  form  at  last; 
But  from  beneath  a  mountain  high 
Of  votes,  arose  this  plaintive  cry, 

"God  Knows!" 

("It  snows!") 

— A.  M.  Kinne, 


Still  Battling  for  Friends. 

The  Cincinnati  Chronicle,  oflicial  or- 
gan of  the  Cincinnati  Labor  Council,  is 
afraid  Labor  will  forget  to  vote  for  its 
"Friends." 

We  can  see  no  cause  for  alarm.  La- 
bor has  always  voted  for  its  "friends." 
Who  ever  heard  of  "an  enemy  of  La- 
bor" during  a  campaign?  Just  before 
election  Labor's  "friends"  are  as  thick 


as  the  seashore's  sands.  But  THET 
ARE  NOT  NEEDED  THEN.  After 
electioa  the  test  is  on.  Result:  La- 
bor's "frienjds"  are  as  scarce  aa  daisies 
in  the  Arctic  zone. 

Then  we  swear  like  troopers,  vow 
vengeance  on  our  traitorous  "friends," 
as  the  politicians  invite  us  to  again  try 
the  "can't-lose-game."  Once  more  we 
bite,  and  once  more  we  find  we  have 
picked  up  the  wrong  shell. 

Thia  has  been  going  on  for  years, 
and  we  still  find  Labor  editors  "cap- 
ping" the  game. 

Labor's  "friends"  have  brought  us  to 
a  point  where  trade  unionism  is 
classed  with  the  most  brutal  and  mer- 
cenary trusts. 

Labor's  "friends"  have  outlawed  the 
boycott  and  legalized  the  blacklist. 

Labor's  "friends"  have  gagged'  a  free 
press. 

Labor's  "friends"  have  enjoined  men 
from  organizing  labor  unions. 

Labor's  "friends,"  north  and  south, 
east  and  west,  have  clubbed,  slugged 
and  wronged  the  workers  until  they 
stand  without  a  vestige  of  Hght  before 
our  courts. 

Labor  is  weary  of  its  "friends." 

Labor,  today,  is  demanding  CHAM- 
PIONS— ^just  like  other  countries. — To- 
ledo Union  Leader. 


The  Lion  and  the  Donkey. 

At  least  the  Republicans  are  good 
politicians.  They  know  how  to  win. 
And  with  the  exception  of  two  Demo- 
cratic victories  they  have  won  every 
election  for  half  a  century. 

They  rob  the  people;  they  prey 
upon  everything  in  sight;  they  amass 
riches  in  the  hands  of  the  few. 

The  people  know  it  perfectly  well, 
and  yet  most  of  them  vote  for  the  Re- 
publicans. 

And  it  is  not  so  much  because  they 
like  the  Republicans  as  it  is  that  they 
fear  the  Democrats. 

The  braying  of  the  Democratic 
donkey  is  so  alarming  that  the  people 
fear  for  their  lives,  and,  panic-stricken* 
they  run  from  this  harmless  old  beast 
into  the  jaws  of  the  Republican  lion. 

Whenever  a  Presidential  election 
occurs  I  am  reminded  of  Aesop's  fable 
in  which  he  tells  how  the  lion  and  the 
ass  went  hunting  together. 

"The  Lion  took  a  fancy  to  hunt  in 
company  with  the  Ass,  and,  to  make 
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him  the  more  useful,  gave  instructions 
to  hide  himself  in  a  thicket  and  then 
to  bray  in  the  most  ugly,  frightful 
manner  that  he  could  possibly  con- 
trive. 

"  *By  this  means,'  says  he,  'you  will 
rouse  all  the  beasts  within  hearing  of 
you,  while  I  stand  at  the  outlets  and 
take  them  as  they  are  making  off.' 

"This  was  done  and  the  stratagem 
took  effect  accordingly.  The  Ass 
brayed  most  hideously,  and  the  timor- 
ous beasts,  not  knowing  what  to  make 
of  it,  began  to  scour  off  as  fast  as  they 
could,  when  the  Lion,  who  was  posted 
at  a  proper  avenue,  seized  and  de- 
voured them  as  he  pleased.  Having 
got  his  belly  full  he  called  out  to  the 
Ass  and  bid  him  to  leave  off,  telling 
him  he  had  done  enough. 

"Upon  this  the  lop-eared  brute  came 
out  of  his  ambush  and,  approaching  the 
Lion,  asked  him,  with  an  air  of  con- 
ceit, how  he  liked  his  performance. 

"  'Prodigiously,"  says  he,  "you  did 
so  well  that,  I  protest,  had  I  not  known 
your  nature  and  temper,  I  might 
have  been  frightened  myself." — Robert 
Hunter, 


Fellowship. 

When  a  man  ain't  got  a  cent,  and  he's 

feeling  kind  of  blue. 
An'  the  clouds  hang  dark  an'  heavy, 

an'     won't     let     the     sunshine 

through; 
It's  a  great  thing,  O  my  brethren,  for 

a  feller  just  to  lay 
His   hand   upon   your   shoulder   in   a 

friendly  sort  of  way! 

It  makes  a  man  feel  queerish,  it  makes 

the  teardrops  start. 
An'  you  sort  o'  feel  a  flutter  in  the 

region  of  the  heart; 
You  can't  look  up  and  meet  his  eyes; 

you  don't  know  what  to  say. 
When  his  hand  is  on  your  shoulder  in 

a  friendly  sort  of  way! 

O  the  world's  a  curious  compound,  with 

its  honey  and  its  gall. 
With  its  care  and  bitter  crosses,  but  a 

good  worl'  after  all; 
An'  a  good  God  must  have  made  it — 

leastways,  that  is  what  I  say 
When  a  hand  is  on  my  shoulder  in  a 

friendly  sort  of  way. 

— James  Whitcomh  Riley, 


The  Essence  of  Labor's  Conten- 
tion on  the  injunction  Abuse. 

Issued  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 

The  crass  ignorance  of  corporation 
lawyers  and  a  hostile  press  is  so  ram- 
pant on  the  positicm  and  attitude  of 
Labor  upon  the  abuse  of  the  injunction 
process  that  we  deem  it  a  public  serv- 
ice as.  plainly  and  concisely  as  possible 
to  submit  Labor's  attitude  and  con- 
tention. It  will  be  seen  that  Labor 
neither  questions  the  integrity  of  nor 
desires  to  "shackle"  the  courts;  that 
it  stands  for  and  insists  upon  absolute 
equality  before  the  law — nothing  more, 
nothing  less.  We  believe  we  have  the 
right  to  demand  that  the  press,  how- 
ever hostile,  shall  not  wilfully  misrep- 
resent or  misinterpret  Labor's  posi- 
tion. We  ask  a  careful  consideration 
of  Labor's  contention  upon  this  all-im- 
portant question  of  our  time,  a&d  we 
challenge  a  discussion  of  the  points 
here  submitted.    Labor  insists  that: 

The  writ  of  injunction  was  intended 
to  be  exercised  for  the  protection  of 
property  rights  only. 

He  who  would  seek  its  aid  must 
come  into  court  with  clean  hands. 

There  must  be  no  other  adequate 
remedy  at  law. 

It  must  never  be  used  to  curtail  per- 
sonal rights. 

It  must  not  be  used  ever  in  an  effort 
to  punish  crime. 

It  must  not  be  uded  as  a  means  to 
set  aside  trial  by  Jury. 

Injunctions  as  issued  against  work- 
men are  never  used  or  issued  against 
any  other  citizen  of  our  country. 

It  is  an  attempt  to  deprive  citizens 
of  our  country,  when  these  citizens  are 
workmen,  of  the  right  of  trial  by  Jury. 

It  is  an  effort  to  fasten  an  offense  on 
them  when  they  are  innocent  of  any 
unilawful  or  illegal  act. 

It  Is  an  indirect  assertion  of  a  prop- 
erty right  in  men  when  these  men  are 
workmen  engaged  in  a  lawful  effort  to 
protect  or  advance  their  natural  rights 
and  interests. 

Injunctions  as  Issued  in  tri^e  dis- 
putes are  to  make  outlaws  of  men 
when  they  are  not  even  charged  with 
doing  things  in  violation  of  any  law 
of  state  or  nation. 

We  protest  against  the  discrimina- 
tion of  the  courts  against  the  laboring 
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men  oif  oar  country,  wlilch  depriyes 
them  of  their  constitutional  guarantee 
of  equality  before  the  law. 

The  injunctions  which  the  courts  is- 
sue against  Labor  are  supposed  by 
them  to  be  good  enough  law  today, 
when  there  exists  a  dispute  between 
workmen  and  their  employers;  but  it 
is  not  good  law — in  fact,  is  not  law  at 
all — tomorrow  or  next  day,  when  no 
such  dispute  exists. 

The  issuance  of  Injtmctions  Inr  labor 
disputes  is  not  based  upon  law,  but  is 
a  species  of  Judicial  legislation.  Ju- 
dicial usurpation,  in  the  interests  of 
the  money  power  against  workmen  in- 
nocent of  any  unlawful  or  criminal 
act.  The  doing  of  the  lawful  acts  en- 
Joined  by  the  courts  renders  the  work- 
men guilty  of  contempt  of  court,  and 
punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment  or 
both. 

Labor  protests  against  the  issuance 
of  injunctions  in  disputes  between 
workmen  and  employers,  when  no  such 
injunctions  would  be  issued  when  no 
such  dispute  exists.  Such  injunctions 
have  no  warrant  in  law  and  are  the 
result  of  Judicial  usurpation  and  Ju- 
dicial legislation  rather  than  of  Con- 
gressional legislation. 

In  all  things  in  which  workmen  are 
enjoined  by  the  process  of  an  injunc- 
tion during  labor  disputes,  if  those 
acts  are  criminal  or  unlawful,  there  is 
now  ample  law  and  remedy  covering 
them.  From  the  logic  of  this  there  is 
no  escape. 

No  act  is  a  crime  unless  there  is  a 
law  designating  it  and  specifying  it  to 
be  a  crime. 

No  act  is  unlawful  unless  there  be  a 
law  on  the  statute  books  designating 
and  specifying  it  to  be  unlawful; 
hence,  it  follows  that: 

No  act  is  criminal  or  unlawful  un- 
less there  is  a  law  prohibiting  its  com- 
mission;   and  it  further  follows  that: 

An  injunction  never  was  intended  to 
apply  and  never  should  be  applied, 
and!  in  fact  never  is  applied,  in*  cases 
other  than  in  disputes  which  arise  be- 
tween workmen  and  their  employers. 

It  is  agreed  by  all,  friends  and  op- 
ponents alike,  that  the  injunction  pro- 
cess, beneficent  in  its  inception)  and 
general  practice,  never  should  apply, 
and  legally  cannot  be  applied,  where 
there  is  another  ample  remedy  at  law. 

We  assert  that  Labor  asks  no  im- 
munity for  any  of  its  men  who  may  be 
guilty  of  any  criminal  or  unlawful  act. 


It  insists  upon  the  workers  being  re- 
garded and  treated  as  equals  before 
the  law  with  every  other  citizen;  that 
if  any  act  be  committed  by  any  one  of 
our  number,  rendering  him  amenable 
to  the  law,  he  shall  be  prosecuted  by 
the  ordinary  forms  of  law  and*  by  the 
due  process  of  law,  and  that  an  injunc- 
tion does  not  lawfully  and  properly 
apply  and  ous^t  not  to  be  issued  in 
such  cases. 

The  injunction  process,  as  applied  to 
men  engaged  in  a  dispute  with  em- 
ployers, includes  the  allegation  of 
criminal  or  unlawful  acts  as  a  mere 
pretext,  so  that  the  lawful  and  inno- 
cent acts  in  themselves  may  also  be 
incorporated  and  covered  by  the 
blanket  injunction.  And  the  perform- 
ance of  the  lawful  and  innocent  acts 
in  themselves,  despite  the  injunction, 
renders  them  at  once  guilty  of  con- 
tempt of  the  court's  order,  which  is 
summarily  punished  by  fine  or  impris- 
onment, or  both. 

In  itself  the  writ  of  injunction  is  of 
a  highly  important  and  beneficent 
character.  Its  aims  and  purposes  are 
for  the  protection  of  property  rights. 
It  never  was  intended,  and  never 
should  be  invoked,  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  free  men  of  their  personal 
rights,  the  right  of  man's  ownership 
of  himself;  the  right  of  free  locomo- 
tion, free  assemblage,  free  association, 
free  speech,  free  press;  the  freedom  to 
do  those  things  promotive  of  life,  lib- 
erty and  happiness,  and  which  are  not 
in  contravention  of  the  law  of  our 
land. 

We  re-assert  that  we  ask  no  im- 
munity for  ourselves  or  for  any  other 
man  who  may  be  guilty  of  any  unlaw- 
ful or  criminal  act;  but  we  have  a 
right  to  insist,  and  we  do  insist,  that 
when  a  workman  Is  charged  with  a 
crime  or  any  unlawful  conduct,  he 
shall  be  accorded  every  right,  be  ap- 
prehended, charged  and  tried  by  the 
same  process  of  law  as  any  other  citi- 
zen of  our  country. 

With  our  position  so  often  empha- 
sized and  so  generally  known,  it  is 
nothing  less  than  wilful  untruth  and 
misrepresentation  for  any  one  to  de- 
clare that  It  is  our  purpose  to  obtain 
any  special  privilege,  particularly  the 
undesirable  and  unenviable  liberty  of 
creating  a  privileged  class  of  wrong- 
doers. 

When  the  real  purposesi  and  high 
aspirations  of  our  movement  and  the 
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legislation  it  seeks  at  the  hands  of 
the  law-making  power  of  our  country 
shall  be  better  understood  by  all  our 
people,  and  the  great  uplifting  work 
which  we  have  already  achieved  shall 
find  a  better  appreciation  among  those 
who  now  80  unjustly  attack  and  an- 
tagonize us,  our  opponents  will  be  re- 
membered for  their  ignoble  work  and 
course. 

The  injunctions*  against  which  we 
protest  are  flagrantly  and  without  war- 
rant of  law  issued  almost  daily  in 
some  sections  of  our  country  and  are 
Tiolatiye  of  the  fundamental  rights  of 
man.  When  better  understood,  they 
will  shock  the  conscience  of  our  peo- 
ple, the  spirit  and  grains  of  our  re- 
public 

We  shall  exercise  our  every  right, 
and  in  the  meantime  concentrate  our 
efforts  to  secure  the  relief  and  redress 
to  which  we  are  so  Justly  entitled. 

Not  only  in  our  own  interest,  but  in 
the  interest  of  all  the  people  of  our 
country,  for  the  preservation  of  real 
liberty,  for  the  elimination  of  bitter- 
ness and  class  hatred,  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  all  that  is  best  and  truest,  we 
can  never  rest  until  the  last  vestige  of 
this  injustice  has  been  removed  from 
our  public  life. 

Denver,  Col.,  July  7,  IMS. 


Disfranchising  Laborers. 

Universal  suffrage  was  once  thought 
to  be  a  fundamental  principle  of  this 
government.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  fact  that  every  man  was  a  "voting 
king"  was  the  proudest  boast  of  the 
Fourth  of  July  orator.  The  idea  that 
anyone  should  be  disfranchised  because 
of  class  distinctions  was  thought  to  be 
repugnant  to  every  American  institu- 
tion. 

Today  universal  suffrage,  like  free 
speech  and  a  free  press,  is  looked  upon 
with  disfavor  by  the  ruling  class. 

There  are  States  of  the  Union  where 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  entire 
male  adult  population  is  disfranchised. 
Here  are  the  provisions  of  the  suf- 
frage law  in  one  such  State: 

No  one  is  allowed  to  vote  unless  he 
has  resided  in  the  State  for  two  years, 
in  the  county  for  one  year  and  in  the 
ward  for  three  months.  When  it  is  re- 
membered that  investigations  have 
shown  that  In  some  cities  one-half  the 
whole    population    and    fully    three- 


fourths  of  the  working  class  move  each 
year  the  effect  of  such  a  law  becomes 
evident 

The  next  clause  of  the  law  provides 
that  each  voter  who  was  of  legal  age 
when  the  law  went  into  effect  must 
have  paid  a  poll-tax  of  |1.50  every  year 
since  the  law  was  enacted.  This  enact- 
ment was  in  1901  so  that  at  the  present 
time  the  accumulation  amounts  to 
110.50. 

Every  provision  has  been  made  to 
discourage  the  payment  of  this  tax.  . 
Payment  is  not  compulsory,  but  those 
who  wish  to,  and  thus  become  entitled 
to  vote,  must  appear  in  person  and 
pay  it.  It  is  a  criminal  offense  for  one 
person  to  pay  the  tax  of  another. 

There  is  also  an  educational  qualifi- 
cation, which  is  waived  if  the  person 
desiring  to  vote  possesses  |300  worth 
of  property. 

For  fear  that  the  residence  qualifica- 
tion might  not  disqualify  all  working- 
men  there  is  a  special  provision  dis- 
franchising all  unemployed.  This  sec- 
tion provides  that  no  one  can  register 
as  a  voter  unless  he  has  been  engaged 
in  some  lawful  employment  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  past  twelve  months. 
He  may  be  refused  registration  unless 
he  can  give  the  names  of  his  employ- 
ers during  the  previous  year.  He  can- 
not register  or  vote  if  he  has  ever 
been  convicted  of  vagrancy. 

These  are  the  laws  in  the  solid 
Democratic  State  of  Alabama.  From 
the  party  which  controls  this  State 
and  disfranchises  the  entire  working 
class  the  laborers  of  America  are  asked 
to  choose  their  friends. 

Yet  there  is  no  danger  that  the  Re- 
publican party  will  make  campaign 
material  of  these  Democratic  laws. 
However  anxious  the  Republicans  may 
be  to  pretend  friendship  for  the  work- 
ers, they  dare  not  raise  this  point. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  Re- 
publican party  could  have  stopped  this 
situation  at  any  time  it  desired  during 
the  last  six  years.  The  constitution 
of  the  United  States  provides  that  the 
representation  of  any  State  in  Con- 
gress and  in  the  electoral  college  must 
be  reduced  whenever  any  State  re- 
stricts the  suffrage.  The  Republican 
party  will  spend  millions  of  dollars 
during  the  next  few  months  to  take 
thirty  or  forty  electoral  votes  from  the 
Democrats  in  the  "doubtful  States."  It 
could  take  that  many  from  the  Demo- 
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crats  in  a  moment  by  the  simple  pro- 
cess of  enforcing  the  law  in  the  South- 
em  States. 

It  will  do  nothing  of  the  sort,  how- 
ever. To  do  so  would  be  to  strengthen 
the  working  class  vote  in  the  South, 
and  however  bad  the  Republican  party 
may  want  electoral  votes,  it  is  still 
more  anxious  to  assure  worthing  class 
political  subjection. — Chicago  Daily 
Socialist, 


Thoughts  That  Deserve  the  Most 
Serious  Consideration. 

le  it  right  that  poverty  should  ke^ 
thousands  of  young  men  from  marry- 
ing because  they  cannot  properly  sup- 
port a  family,  and  is  it  right  that  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  are  forced  into 
crime  and  prostitution  because  of  eco- 
nomic necessity? 

Is  it  right  that  those  who  do  little  or 
nothing  can  spend  months  in  taking 
"much  needed  rests"  while  you  dare 
not  stop  a  day  for  fear  of  losing  your 
Job? 

Is  it  right  that  many  good  and  hon- 
est people  are  doomed  to  live  in  pov- 
erty while  the  dishonest,  the  cunning 
and  the  undeserving  often  live  in 
wealth  and  splendor? 

Is  it  right  that  character  counts  for 
so  Uttle  and  that  the  honest  and  up- 
right man  is  considered  a  failure  un- 
less he  accumulates  wealth? 

Is  it  right  that  when  you  have 
worked  so  steadily  and  industriously 
that  there  occurs  an  overproduction 
that  you  should  be  then  laid  off  and 
allowed  to  suffer  for  the  necessities  of 
life? 

Is  it  right  that  you  should  have  no 
security  in  case  of  sickness,  old  age  or 
other  disability? 

Is  it  right  that  thousands  of  work- 
ers lose  their  lives  and  meet  with  hor- 
rible accidents  because  it  would  inter- 
fere with  profits  to  provide  proper 
safeguards? 

Is  it  right  that  you  either  have  no 
work  at  all  or  else  must  work  yourself 
to  death  when  you  do  get  a  job? 

Is  it  right  that  more  often  than  not 
you  must  work  at  callings  that  are  not 
suitable  for  you  and  for  which  you  are 
not  adapted? 

Is  it  right  that  a  subject  so  impor- 
tant as  Socialism,  a  subject  that  con- 
cerns your  bread  and  butter  and  the 


very  means  of  your  existence,  should 
receive  so  little  thought  from  many  of 
you? 

No,  brother,  these  things  are  not 
right,  and  if  you  are  unable  to  see 
wherein  they  are  wrong  it  is  because 
you  have  not  given  these  matters  suf- 
ficient attention.  Become  acquainted 
with  Socialism,  the  grand  philosophy 
that  will  enable  you  to  see  why  these 
conditions  exist  and  what  must  be  done 
to  remedy  them  and  establish  in  their 
stead  liberty,  equality  and  fraternity. 
— August  Klenke, 


Socialists  Win. 

The  results  of  the  final  elections  for 
the  Prussian  Diet  make  little  change 
in  the  forecasts  sent  out.  A  feature  of 
the  composition  of  the  new  house  will 
be  the  appearance  of  seven  Socialist 
members,  as  the  result  of  the  vote  in 
one  district  has  not  been  recorded. 
The  Poles  will  be  increased  in  the  Diet 
by  two  members,  while  the  extreme 
conservatives  have  gained  eight  seats 
at  the  expense  of  the  more  liberal 
groups.  Otherwise  the  changes  are 
merely  In  persons. 


Labor  and  Capital. 

"Things  are  what  they  are,"  and  no 
amount  of  cheap  rhetoric  can  make 
them  otherwise.  The  "interests  of  la- 
bor and  capital  are  identical"  only  to 
the  extent  that  each  side  wants  to  get 
for  itself  from  the  other  as  much  as  all 
the  circumstances  attending  the  deal 
between  them  will  allow.  In  all  other 
respects  these  interests  differ  as  wldel> 
as  do  their  respective  functions  in  the 
economic  and  industrial  divisions  of 
society.  Labor  and  capital  may  and 
should  work  in  harmony,  but  before 
that  end  can  be  attained  each  must 
realize  its  exact  relation  to  the  other 
and  be  guided  by  its  action  accordingly. 
— Coast  Seamen's  Journal. 


Never  speak  evil  of  any  one. 


Good  character  is  above  all  things 
else. 


Never  bori*ow,  if  you  can  possibly 
avoid  it. 


If  any  one  speak  evil  of  you,  let  your 
life  be  so  that  none  will  believe  him. 
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The  Myth  of  a  Free  Press. 

The  following  Is  from  an  article  by 
William  Marion  Reedy,  editor  of  the 
St  Louis  Mirror,  before  the  Missouri 
Press  Association: 

The  independence  of  the  press  is  a 
fake.  In  every  city  the  papers  may  ap- 
pear to  fight  one  another  upon  the  sur- 
face, but  in  every  case  they  have  a 
business  combination  to  shut  out  the 
newcomer.  The  established  daily  pa^ 
pers  in  any  city  are  as  much  a  trust  as 
the  steel  trust  or  the  Standard  Oil — 
while  the  Associated  Press  is  another 
national  trust— and  it  is  exceptionally 
rare  that  any  one  can  break  in  upon 
the  combination  and  fight  it;  and  if 
one  does,  M  must  be  solely  through  the 
possession  of  financial  support,  great 
enough  to  fight  to  a  finish  the  estab- 
lished newspaper  wealth  of  the  com- 
munity, controlling  and  owning  car- 
riers, newsboys  and  newsdealers  abso- 
lutely. Of  course  when  a  newspaper  so 
backed  succeeds  in  establishing  itself, 
it  is  not  to  he  expected  that  the  paper 
vHll  take  up  the  cause  of  the  people 
against  the  interests  of  the  men  of 
great  wealth  who  have  put  their  money 
into  the  new  journalistic  enterprise. 
The  newspapers  of  any  city  will  always 
be  found  a  unit  when  there  comes  up 
any  matter  in  which  the  public  service 
interests  and  the  interests  of  the  ad- 
vertisers are  a  unit 

At  the  height  of  the  recent — or  per- 
haps we  should  say  the  present — 
panic,  the  daily  papers  were  as  dumb 
as  oysters  before  the  lawlessness,  the 
brazen  effrontery,  and  the  sublime 
nerve  of  the  consolidated  banks  in  re- 
fusing to  give  the  depositors  their  own 
money,  and  in  issuing  promises  to  pay, 
which  had  no  more  validity  than  the 
rankest  counterfeit  In  St  Louis, 
when  one  newspaper  ventured  to  utter 
a  feeble  chirp  on  the  subject,  in  one 
edition,  the  oflice  was  jammed  and 
crammed  with  great  advertisers,  or- 
dered there  by  the  banks,  to  protest 
against  further  criticism  of  the  lawless 
action  of  the  banks.  There  was  no  pre- 
tense that  what  the  bankers  were  do- 
ing was  right,  but  the  newspapers  had 
to  modify  its  tone. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  time 
is  about  here  when  we  shall  have  to  re- 
turn to  the  day  of  the  pamphlet,  if  we 
are  to  have  any  such  thing  as  free  ut- 
terance of  heretical  opinion.  .  .  . 
With  the  great  daily  newspapers  con- 


trolled by  the  men  and  interests  whose 
sole  desire  is  the  perpetuation  of  the 
present  status,  with  the  great  organs 
of  public  opinion  openly  fighting  or 
secretly  betraying  the  popular  move- 
ments for  a  return  of  this  nation  to 
the  principles  of  Democracy,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  matter  of  but  a  short  time 
when  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  man 
or  set  of  men,  devoted  to  a  principle 
antagonistic  to  the  wishes  of  our  more 
and  more  consolidated  aristocracy  to 
secure  publicity  for  their  ideas.  The 
daily  newspaper  is  gradually  drifting 
into  such  a  state  of  intellectual  ossifica- 
tion under  the  influence  of  the  restric- 
tions put  upon  it  by  the  wealth  inter- 
ests of  the  community  in  which  it  is 
published,  that  the  irruption  into  one 
of  their  offices  of  a  man  with  an  idea  is 
almost  enough  to  create  a  panic.  There 
is  no  longer  an  attempt  made  to  speak 
honestly  for  the  people.  Every  great 
subject  is  considered  first  in  its  rela- 
tion to  the  existing  private  interests, 
and  lastly  in  relation  to  its  bearing  on 
the  public  welfare. 


Aims  and  Instruments. 

Edward  Bernstein,  the  German  So- 
cialist leader,  once  said  'The  move- 
ment Is  everything;  the  aim  nothing." 

William  Liebknecht  retorted  "The 
movement  is  nothing  without  an  aim; 
the  aim  nothing  without  a  movement.*' 

There  are  lots  of  good  aims  and 
ideas;  the  Republican  program  has 
some  good  ideas;  the  Democratic  pro- 
gram has  some  good  ideas;  the  Single 
Tax  is  a  good  idea;  direct  nomina- 
tions, the  initiative  and  referendum 
are  good  ideas;  municipal  ownership 
and  Socialism  are  good  ideas. 

A  considerable  number  of  people  are 
in  favor  of  these  ideas.  A  good  many 
Democrats  and  Republicans  are  strong 
for  some  of  these  ideas. 

But  ideas  are  nothing  if  there  is  no 
movement  to  put  them  into  efPect 

Direct  nominations,  the  initiative 
and  referendum  will  not.  be  put  into 
effect  by  machine  politicians.  If  they 
were  the  people  would  find  them 
shadows  and  not  substance. 

Municipal  ownership  will  not  be  put 
into  effect  by  parties  owned,  financed 
and  controlled  by  traction  magnates. 
A  Democracy  and  Republic  will  not  be 
kept  pure  and  undefiled  by  Democratic 
and  Republican  parties  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  oligarchs. 
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It  is  folly  to  expect  corrupt  machines 
to  purify  politics.  It  is  folly  to  expect 
privately  owned  political  parties  to 
serve  the  public  weal.  It  is  folly  to 
have  aims  with  no  means  to  achieve 
those  aims. 

Democratic  and  Republican  plat- 
forms and  public  utterances  are  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  votes.  Their  acts, 
their  legislative  measures,  are  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  power  out  of  the  peo- 
ple's hands  and  putting  it  into  their 
own. 

These  oligarchs  have  in  addition  to 
their  aims  an  instrument  to  achieve 
those  aims. 

The  railroads  and  big  corporations  of 
this  country  have  certain  aims,  and  an 
instrument  to  achieve  those  aims— the 
Republican  party. 

The  traction  thieves  and  municipal 
oligarchs  have  certain  aims,  and  an  in- 
strument to  achieve  those  aims — ^the 
Democratic  party. 

The  people  have  certain  aims,  but  at 
the  present  moment  they  have  no  great 
party  to  achieve  those  alms. 

If  the  people  intend  to  be  free;  if 
the  people  want  Democracy  and  a  re- 
public; if  the  people  want  to  control 
private  property  instead  of  having  pri- 
vate property  control  them;  if  the 
workers  want  to  improve  their  condi- 
tion, and  to  establish  socialized  indus- 
try, they  must  begin  by  welding  their 
instrument.  They  must  have  some  tool 
which  will  enable  them  to  achieve 
their  aims. 

The  Republican  party,  owned,  con- 
trolled and  financed  by  the  few;  the 
Democratic  party,  owned,  controlled 
and  financed  by  the  few,  are  not  in- 
struments to  serve  the  people. 

It  is  utter  folly  to  expect  them  to 
serve  the  public  weal. 

A  Democracy,  a  Republic,  as  well  as 
Socialism,  must  remain  little  more 
than  vain  and  iridescent  dreams  until 
the  people  have  built  up  for  themselves 
their  own  political  movement,  owned, 
controlled  and  financed  by  themselves. 
— Robert  Hunter, 


"If  time  hangs  heavily  on  your 
hands  why  don't  you  go  into  politics?" 

"A  man  as  rich  as  I  am,"  answered 
Mr.  Dustin  Stax,  "doesn't  dare  go  into 
politics.  He  is  considered  lucky  if  they 
let  him  shove  a  card  under  the  door 
with  a  check  attached  to  it"— Wcw/i- 
ington  Star, 


Remittance  RoU  of  Honor   for 
Month  of  July,  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of . 
July,  per  section  7  of  the  const itutlon: 

July  1— Lodges  .6,  13,  47,  112,  179, 
191   203    228. 

July  2— Lodges  3,  33,  38,  57,  96,  113, 
116.  176,  177,  188,  194,  201,  220. 

July  3~Lodges  22,  32.  34,  44,  45,  74, 
92,  108,  110,  116,  123,  126,  141,  142,  144, 
149,  152,  166,  172,  193,  224. 

July  6— Lodges  1,  6,  10,  12,  15,  20, 
23,  24,  29,  30,  37.  39,  41,  46,  50,  52,  56, 
64,  69,  70,  73.  77,  78,  80,  81,  82,  84,  85, 
89,  90,  93,  97,  98,  99,  107,  114,  122,  127, 
133,  134,  138,  146,  147,  154,  155,  173, 
174,  181,  183,  199,  202,  226. 

July  7— Lodges  18,  43,  55,  61,  68,  96, 
129,  189,  208.  229. 

July  8— Lodges  7,  8,  11,  28,  36,  66, 
71,  79.  83,  87,  101,  104,  106,  109,  117, 
119,  128,  135,  158,  169,  175,  197,  198, 
204,  209.  218.  222. 

July  9— Lodges  2.  4.  9,  14,  16,  17,  27, 
31,  35,  40,  53,  54,  58,  59,  63,  76,  91,  94, 
100.  103,  106,  162,  180,  200,  210,  214, 
217,  225. 

July  10— Lodges  19,  21,  26,  26,  42, 
48.  49,  51,  60,  62,  66,  67,  72,  88,  102, 
111,  118,  124,  137,  151,  160,  182,  184, 
206.  216.  221,  230. 

July  15 — Lodge  120  subject  to  a  fine 
of  11.60  for  being  late. 

July  18 — Lodge  190.  with  fine  of  50c. 

July  25-— Lodge  178,  with  fine  of 
12.10. 

July  25— Lodge  125,  with  fine  of 
13.90. 

July  26 — ^Lodge  143  not  arrived,  and 
subject  to  fine. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  HONOR  ROLL  every 
month. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  10c  per  capita  shall 
be  imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  reports 
are  not  received  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month,  and 
hereafter  the  numbers  of  all  lodges 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month  will  also  be  given  in 
this  report. 


Old  people  are  fond  of  giving  good 
advice  for  it  is  no  longer  possible  for 
them  to  set  bad  examples. 
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Statmmmnt  of  Claims  Paid  During  thm  Month  of  July,  I908 


Si 

Date 

No. 

NAME 

"f 

of 

Date 
Paid 

PAID  TO 

RESIDENCE 

Amt 

^ 

|o 

Notice 

9B1 

Jaa.  F.  CkMdey 

48 

Death 

5-6^ 

7-24^ 

Rath,  danchter 
EmnuLWin 
Sarah  L.,  wins 

Monrovia,  Gal. 

$   600 

986  JO0.  H.  Ewen 

55 

Death 

6-U-06 

7-2446 

Nottingham,  0. 
Baflklo,  N.  *. 

1,200 

W7|Hi]gh  P.  IfcGoire 

221 

Death 

6-16^ 

7-24^ 

1,200 

968  Peter  Canidy 

56 

Death 

6-164)6 

7-24-08 

Oatherine,  wins 

New  YorlK,  N.  Y. 

1,% 

969  Edw.  J.  Allen 

4 

Death 

^3008 

7-24^ 

MfB.  Florlain,  sister 

BaAUo,  N.  Y. 

600 

990  M.  B.  Kennedy 

9 

Death 

^27-06 

7-244» 

Mamie,  wife 

St  Joeeph.  Mo. 
Hartft)rd.Ct 
Chicago,  111. 

600 

991  Peter  P.  Murray 

59 

Death 

^27-06 

7-24-06 

Sarah,  wife 

1,200 

988  Joseph  N.Rlpp 
904  Chaa.  B.  L«n»tt 
905,  Clinton  Brwuiey 

56 

Death 

7-7-08 

7-24-08 

Elinbeth,  mother 

1,200 

31 

Dis. 

7-(M)8 

7-27-08 

Self 

St  Paul,  Minn. 

1^ 

5 

Death 

6p26^ 

7-24^  MaryL.,wllSB 

Omaha,  Neb. 

1,200 

Previously  reported 1964,092 

Paid  since  last  report 10,200 

Total 1944,293 


$10,200 


Jtcknowledgmont  of  Claims  Paid  In  Juno 

Jno.  S.  Seymour,  Seattle,  Wash • $1,200 

Joe.  J.  Kato,  St  Paul,  Minn 1,200 

Chas.  P.  Jenne,  Collinwood,  0 1,200 

Mary  McGreevy,  Scranton,  Pa 600 

Mrs.  M.  Halloran.  BuflWo,  N.  Y 1,200 

Mrs.  Mary  Brown,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Mrs.  Genevieve  Daniels,  Scranton,  Pa. 1,200 

Arthur  Dorsett,  Livingston,  Mont 1,200 


^(y^jtZ^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 


GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 


Buffalo,  N.  Y..  July  1, 1908. 

BROTHERS: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Secretcuy  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  every  month  (see  Section  218).  Grand  dues 
are  fifty  cents  (oOc)  per  month ;  members  holding  class  "  B  "  certificate,  assees- 
ment  $2.00;  class  '^A"  certificate,  assessment  $1.00:  class  **C"  certificate, 
assessment  50c  (see  section  88).  A  (allure  on  your  pari  to  comply  therewith  Is 
a  forfeiture  of  membership  In  the  Union  without  further  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  OonsUtution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  is  to 
pay  beneficiary  claims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Grand  Ix)dge. 
Orand  dues  and  assessments  collected  fiom  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (Sd)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182). 
Yoa«inB.,H.&P., 

M.  R.  WELCH, 

Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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INTERNATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Intsknatioital  PRitibiiTT — F.  T.  Hftwlej. 
3j6  Brifbtne  Bldg.,  BuflEtlo,  N.  Y. 

GlAMD     SiCKITABT     AND     TftlASUUn— M.     R. 

Wtlch,  3j6  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Bell  'Phone,  Seneca  ao4i. 

JoDMAL  Editok— F.  M.  Cassidj,  3*6  Brit- 
bane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GiAND  BoAio  or  DiiBCTOBf^Ed.  Jackson, 
304  Smith  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  C.  H.  Ireland, 
ooas  Commercial  Ave..  Chicago,  IlL;  Harry 
Kolan,  408  Stone  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Imtbrnational  Vice-Pkssioxnts  —  First,  S. 
£.  Heberling.  4606  York  St.,  Denver,  Col.; 
Second,  J.  B.  Connors,  1964^  Langlcy  Ave. 
Chicago,  111.;  Third,  D.  A.  Harshbarger,  %m6 
Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo.  N.  Y.;  Fourth,  Wm. 
H.  Burt,  3a6  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GiAMD  MaoiCAi.  ExAifiNia — M.  A.  Sullivan, 
M.  D.,  3a6  Brisbane  Bldg.  Residence,  cor. 
Ridge  Road  and  South  Park  Ave.,  West 
Seneca,  N.  Y. 

SUBORDINATE  LODGES 

KANSAS  CITY  LODGE  No.  x.  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  meets  second  Sunday  and  fourth  Satur- 


day at  7.3a  p.  m.,  at  70a  Southwest  Boulevard. 
President— W.  J.  Graham,  9x29  Terrace  St 
Sec— A.  F.  Mielke,  2831  Belleview  Ave. 


Trcas.— S.  W.  Green,  1750  Holly  St. 

RIVEKVIEW  LODGE  No.  a,  Kansas  Qty. 
Kan.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursday,  8 
p.  m.,  in  Shankenberry's  Hall. 

President — E.  L.  Kine,  iao6  Osage  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — Otto  Loutn,  541  a*  nth  St. 

Journal — H.  J.  Beard,  13 10  Reservoir  ^vt,, 
K.  C,  Mo. 


JOUET  LODGE  No.  3.  Joliet;  IlL, 
first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.,  and  third 
Sunday  at  3  p.  m.,  of  each  month,  in  Connor's 
Hall,  cor.  Joliet  and  Jef  erson  Sts. 

President— Nkk  Welch,  400  S.  Ottawa  St. 

Sec  and  Jour. — F.  P.  Lumley,  600  Elmwood 
Ave. 

Trea8.-^J.  W.  Austin,  104  Gardner  St. 

BUFFALO  LODGE  No.  4,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
meets  every  second  and  fourth  Saturday  at 
8.30  p.  m^  and  fourth  Sunday.  9.30  a.  m.,  in 
Beyer's  Hall,  cor.  Swan  and  Emslie  Sts. 

President— H.  W.  Duly,  156  Fulton  St. 

Rec  Sec — C  W.  Chappell,  60  Unger  Ave. 

Treaa.— Geo.  Hamilton,  474  Seneca. 

OVERLAND  LODGE  No.  5*  Omaha,  Neb., 
meeU  second  and  fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Lincoln  Hall,  cor.  Sixth  and  Pierce. 
President— H.  J.  Haverly,  aiop  S.  loth  St 
Sec— J.  H.  McGann,  1610  Izard  St 
Treas.~a.  G.  Stalder,  1517  William  St 
Journal — ^J.  J.  Fenton,  lotn  and  Pierce. 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  LODGE  No.  6.  Coun- 
cil  Bluffs,  la.,  meets  first  and  third  Thursday 
m.,  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall. 
Clementsen,  3300  S.  6th  St. 


evenings  at  8.30  p.  m.,  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall. 
President— C.  P.  Qementscn,  aioo  S.  6\ 
Rcc.  Sec— H.  B.  Williamson,  816  S.  6th  St. 


Trcas. — Frank  Colburn,  164  Graham  Ave. 


FLOUR  CITY  LODGE  No.  7,  MiniieapoUs, 
Minn.,  meeU  at  M.  W.  A.  Hall.  cor7aMrawi 
Cedar  Su.,  South,  on  the  first  Sunday  of  tbe 
month  at  a  p.  m.,  and  on  the  third  Sunday  at 
8  p.  m. 

Fresident— Wm.  G.  Kelley,  a  106  E.  apth  St 

Treas. — ^A.  C.  Miller,  3430  aist  Ave.  S. 

Sec  and  Journal— D.  £.  Clifford,  asa3 
Cedar  Ave. 

TRILBY  LODGE  No.  8,  Fort  Worth,  Teac, 
meeta  second  and  fourth  Mondays  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

Preaident— C.  G.  Glanton,  iioo  E.  Annie  St 
Sec— C  H.  Nelson,  ioa3  E.  R.  R.  Ave,^ 
Treaa.— W.  W.  Woodson,  940  E.  Anney  St 

ST.  JOSEPH  LODGE  No.  9.  St  Joaeph. 
Mo.,  meets  first  and  third  Tueaday  at  7-3« 
p.  m.,  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall,  Ninth  and  Lo- 
cust St 

President— S.  H.  Price,  1213  S.  ixth  St 
Sec— Wm.  McNichols,   11 05  So.   X4th  St 
Trcas.— W.  Sego.  2801  S.  22nd  St 

MILWAUKEE  LODGE  No.  10.  MHwaukee. 
Wis.,  meets  second  Sunday,  7.30  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Sunday  afternoon  of  each  month  at  a 
o'clock,  at  Third  and  National  Aves. 

Preaident- Journal — W.  U.  Larlrin,  xaax  S. 
Pierce  St. 

Sec. — Ed.  Coolahan,  82 1   Clvbom  St 

Trcas. — Chas.  G.  Fry,  2029  Stote  St 

M.  J.  NAUGHTON  LODGE  No.  11,  Qevc- 

land,  O.,  meets  in  Letter  Carriers'  Hall,  Beck- 
man  Blag.,  204  Superior  Ave.,  N.  W.,  meets 
first  Sunday  at  8.30  a.  m.  and  third  Sunday 
at  8  p.  m. 

President— James  Daily,  3131   W.  90th  St« 

Sec— Geo.  KadeL  3  "9  W.  84th  St 
Treaa.— W.   J.   Keegan,    789    E.    lostk   St, 
N.  E. 
Journal — J.  T.  Joy,  90  Stateview  Ave. 

TOPEKA  LODGE  No.  xa,  Topeka,  Kan., 
meeta  first  and  third  Thursday  nii^ta  of  eadi 
month  at  8.30  o'clock,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall.  Sixth 
and  Quincy  Sts. 

President— E.  E.  McFadden,  13  Elliott  St 

Sec— H.  M.  Finnic,  927  W.  Gordon,  No. 
Topeka. 

Treas. — ^Jno.  Nelson,  404  Madison  St 

DETROIT  LODGE  No.   13.  Detroit,  Mich., 
meets  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m., 
and  second  Sunday  at  9  *•  ni.,  in  Comie  Bldg., 
cor.  Farrar  and  Gratiot  Ave. 
President — C.  C.  Fountain,  59  Lovett  Ave. 
Sec — Cory  Derousie,  aao  x8th  St 
Treas. — ^James  Trant.  xo6  aoth  St 
Journal — C.  D.  Childs,  75  X4th  St 

TOLEDO  LODGE  No.  14,  Toledo.  Ohio. 
meets  second  Thursday  at  8,  and  fovrth  Tkn» 
day  at  8  p.  m.,  at  Broer's  Hall,  6a6  St  Clair 
St. 

Preaident — ^Thomas  Dean,  ax3  South  St 

Sec — ^Joseph  Keegan,  16x7  Indiaiu  Ave. 

Treas.— Henry  Gale,  1344  Missouri  St 
flat. 

Journal — ^D.  J.  Dorcy,  330  Dale  St 
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VICTORIA  LODGE  No.  i6.  EMt  St  Louis, 
111.,  meets  first  snd  third  Thursday  nighu 
each  month  in  Mnsie  Hall,  3J0  CoUiasvilla 
Ave. 

President— J.  £.  White.  8ia  N.  8th  St. 

Sec-Treas.  and  Journal— W.  H.  Thompson, 
J  IS  N.  Tenth  St;    Bell  'phone  £.  j6it. 


JAMES  MILLS  LODGE  No.  17,  South 
Chicago,  111.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m., 
and  third  Sunday  at  1.30  p.  m.  of  each  month 
at  Union  Bank  Hall,  cof.  pad  St  and  Erie 
Ave.    Erie  Are.  side. 


Ave. 


President — Geo.  H.  Hoos,  '237  pxst  St. 
Sec-Journal — H.  L.  Coon,  9804  Commercial 


Treas.— T.  H.  Stone,  9140  Buffalo  Ave. 


STAR  OF  HOPE  LODGE  No.  18,  Coal  City. 
111.,  meets  third  and  last  Sundays  of  each 
month  at  7-30  p.  m.,  at  Forester's  HalL 

President-Journal- Peter  Wallace. 

Treas.- A.  P.  Ayersman,  Lock  Box  xo. 

Sec.— J.  McDoiMld. 

BURLINGTON  LODGE  No.  xp,  Chicago, 
111.,  meeta  second  Sunday,  8  p.  m.,  and  fourth 
Sunday,  s.30  p.  m.,  in  McHall's  Hall,  cor. 
Offden  and  Western  Ave.,  So. 

President— S.  A  Young,  5080  Wear  Ave., 
Hawthorne,  111. 

Sec— F.  Cranston,  xo88  W.  X3th  St 

Treas.— E.  R.  Rutter,  1037  Fulton  St 

SEDALIA  LODGE  No.  so,  Sedalia,  Mo., 
meets  first  and  second  Wednesday,  8  p.  m.. 
in  Hoffman's  Hall,  E.  Fifth  St 

President— Patrick  Shea.  3S0  E.  4tli  St 
Sec  and  Treas.— W.  F.  Egan.  8x4  £.  4th  St 
Journal — M.  M.  Hough,  13x4  E.  4th  St 

CAPITAL  aTY  LODGE  No.  ax,  Columbus, 
O.,  meets  second  Monday  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and 
fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m.,  at  Engineer's  Hall, 
88  x-a  N.  High  St 

President— L  J.  O'Rourke,  409  W.  Rich  St 
^  Sec.  and  Treas.— E.  J.  Hexter,  406  W. 
Spruce  St 

GATEWAY  CITY  LODGE  No.  22,  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  meeu  first  and  third  Mondays  at 
7.30  p.  m..  in  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Rose  St 

President— Tno.  F.  Downs,  aoo  Mill  St 

Sec.  and  Treas.— John  E.  Wilson,  X03  S. 
xxth  St 

Journal — Archy  Berry,  xoxs  Berlin  St. 

UCKING  LODGE  No.  aj,  Newark,  O., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  at  7.30 
p.  m.,  in  Federation  Hall,  W.  Park  St. 

President— E.    L.    Schnaidt,    442    Clarendon 

Sec— S.  B.  Smith,  5  Spencer  St. 
Treas.— j:  H.  Dial.  5  Mechanic  St 
Journal— C.  D.  Killworth.  67  Wing. 

THE  SWITCHMEN'S  HOME  LODGE  No. 
a4,  Mandan.  North  Dakota,  meets  last  Satur- 
day at  8  p.  m.,  in  Maccabees  Hall. 

President— D.  Tobin. 

Sec.  and  Treas.- F.  C.  Parker. 

NATIONAL  PARK  LODGE  No.  as.  Living- 
ston,    Mont.,   meets   third   Sunday  evening  of 


each   month   in   Trades   and  Labor  Assembly 
HalL 

President— Charles  Clark,  P.  O.  Box  xx6x. 

Treas.— B.  F.  Henson,  P.  O.  Box  xx6x. 


ROYAL  BLUE  LODGE  No.  a6,  Cincinnati, 
O..  meets  first  Sunday  morning  at  9  o'clock, 
and  third  Friday  eveniiig  at  8^30,  in  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Hall.  Fourth  and  Home  Sts. 
President— Rolls  Quick,  2x49  Staebler  St 
Sec — ^A  T.  Anderson,  4a54  Fergus  St 
Treas.- R.  E.  McKenna.  2117  W.  8th  St 
Journal — T.    Murphy,    154   W.    Linden    St, 
Ludlow,  Ky. 


WEST  SIDE  LODGE  No.  a7.  West  St 
Paul.  Minn.,  meets  second  Sunday  afternoon 
and  fourth  Wednesday,  8  p.  m.,  cor.  Green- 
wood Ave.  and  Robie  St,  Wittich  HalL 
President— J.  M.  Young,  x  ^9  E.  Delos  St 
Sec  and  Treas. — L.  Rutherford,  aa4  E. 
Winifred  St 


ZENITH  LODGE  No.  a8,  Duluth,  Minn., 
meets  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each  month  at 
8  p.  m.,  in  Sloan  Hall,  cor.  Twentieth  Ave., 
West 

President— C.  H.  Stang,  3x7  E.   xst  St 

Treas.— Wm.  Whittsitt.  6x8  Garfield  Ave. 

Rec  Sec— J.  E.  Sullivan,  4a7  sad  Ave.,  W. 
Duluth,  Minn. 

BLUE  ISLAND  LODGE  No.  29,  Blue 
Island.  111.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday 
evenings  ot  each  month,  at  8  o'clock,  in  K.  of 

P.  hJl 

President— C.  O.  Smith,  x6o  High  St 
Sec— H.  N.  Allen.  7*6  Western  Ave. 
Treas. — ^J.  Jameson,  42a  Lincoln  St. 
Journal — Thos.  Earner,  555  York. 

MINNEAPOUS  LODGE  No.   30,  Minnea- 

rlis.  Minn.,  meets  second  Sunday  evening  at 
o'clock  and  fourth  Sunday  afternoon  at  a 
o'clock,  each  month,  in  McElroy's  Hall,  8th  St 
and  Nicolett  Ave. 

President — R.  J.  Martin,  X5X3  Washington 
Ave.,  N. 

Sec. — A.  P.  McDonald,  700  Madison  St, 
N.   E. 

Treas. — H.  M.  Sullivan,  2907  Buchanan  St, 
N.  E. 

Journal — Grant  Mason,  2443  x6th  Ave.  So. 

ST.  PAUL  LODGE  No.  31,  St  Paul,  Minn., 
meets  first  Wednesday  evening  at  8  o'clock, 
and  third  Sunday  afternoon  at  2.30  o'clock  or 
each  month  in  Central  Annex  Hall. 

President— B.  McDonald.  856  Randolph  St 

Sec— August  F.   Pabst,  643   Lafayette  Ave. 

Treas.— David  Taylor,  1090   Ross   St 

FRISCO  LODGE  No.  32,  Monett.  Mo., 
meets  first  Thursday  at  8  a.  m.,  and  third 
Thursday  at  7.30  p.  m^,  in  K.  P.  Hall. 

President,  Sec  and  Treas. — C  C.  Williams. 
Box  axx. 

SUNFLOWER  LODGE  No.  33.  Emporia, 
Kan.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  evenings  at 
8.30  o'clock,  in  Labor  Hall,  3a<  Commercial  St 

President— T.  E.  Combs,  3a6  West  St 

Sec— Charles   H.    Fletcher,    si 7  State   St. 

Treas.— Jas.  McDonald,  xop  E.  Mulberry  St 
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WATERLOO  LODGE  No.  u,  Waterloo.  I*., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunoaj  at  7.30  p.  m., 
in  Kurth's  Hall,  E.  4th  St. 

Prcsidcnt—H.  O.  Dahl,  119  Rcihl  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — U.  M.  Fry,  932  Logan  Ave. 

Journal — Fred  Dahl,  320  Argyle  St. 


CENTENNIAL  LODGE  No.  35.  Denver, 
Col.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  at 
8  p.  m.,  in 'NeiTs  Hall,  1339  15th  St. 

President — ^J.  F.  lirlannix,  1x14   16th  St. 

Sec— J.  D.  Peery,  P.  O.  Box  A47. 

Treas. — J.  J.  Riordan,  3963  Short  Larimer 
St. 

Journal— J.  D.  Peery,  P.  O.  Box  447. 

JOHN  W.  DRURY  LODGE  No.  36.  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  meets  at  5446  Wentworth  Ave.,  first 
Sunday  at  8  n.  m.,  and  third  Sunday  afternoon 
at  a.30  o'clock. 

President — ^Thos.  Clohessy,  7209  Peoria  St. 

Sec. — Alfred  Gunn,  5536  Emerald  Ave. 

Journal — P.  H.  Merriman,  HoIIenden  Hotel, 
6 1  St  and  Wentworth  Ave. 

Treas. — W.  H.  Langan,  5637  Wabash  Ave. 

ST.  LOUIS  LODGE  No.  37.  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  nights  of 
each  month  at  8  o'clock  in  Druid's  Hall,  cor. 
Ninth  and  Market  Sts. 

President— Thos.  Nester,  2106  N.  9th  St. 

Sec.  and  Journal — Grant  Hammond,  1434 
Papen  St. 

Treas. — H.  A.   Bartley,  2245  Geraldine  Ave. 

PRESQUE  ISLE  LODGE  No.  38,  Erie  Pa., 
meets  the  first  and  third  Thursday  evenings  of 
each  month  at  8.30  o'clock,  at  Zudc's  Hall,  cor. 
z6th  and  Peach  Sts. 

President — Lewis  Richards,  ^10  E.  13th  St. 

Sec.  and  Journal — Ed.  F.  Ehrman,  615  E. 
Z2th  St. 

Treas.— E.  S.  Newkirk,  321  W.  17th  St. 

EMPIRE  STATE  LODGE  No.  39.  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Monday,  8  p. 
m.,  and  third  Tuesday,  8.30  a.  m.,  in  Zaepfers 
Hall,  1657  Broadway. 

President— H.  T.  Meyers.  133  Reiman  St. 

Sec— Walter  F.  Mclnroy,  42  Pullman  Fl. 

Treas. — Frank  Wilkins,  41   Gocmbel  Ave. 

Journal — ^J.  Felger,  389  Gold  Ave. 

PARK  CITY  LODGE  No.  40.  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  meets  first  and  third  Wednesdays  mt 
1.30  p.  m.,  in  Emmett  Hall,  100  State  St. 

Pre  •  -  "-  --       .  - 

Ave. 

Sec  and  Journal — L.  A.  Hemingway,  442 
Central  Ave. 

Treas.— D.  E.  Griffith,  104  Sherwood  Ave. 


President — Wm.    R.    Monahan,    572    Central 


HARD  STRUGGLE  LODGE  No.  41.  Lo- 
rain, O.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday 
nights  of  each  month  mt  8  o'clock,  at  Glidrt 
Hall,  on  Broadway. 

President— N.  J.  Gcrhart,  209  W.  River  St., 
Elyria,  O. 

Sec— P.  F.  Murphy,  42J  Third  Ave. 

Treas. — ^J.    Frances,    928    Pulaski    St. 

SILVER  CITY  LODGE  No.  4a.  Argentine, 
Kan.,  meets  everr  third  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m. 
each  month  in  Nokes'  Hall. 

President — E.  E.  O'Brien,  161 4  Oakley  Ave. 
Kansas  City.  Mo.  »        ••  .  / 

Treas. — Thos.  Monohan,  1204  Strong  Ave. 


PRIDE  OF  THE  WEST  LODGE  No.  43t 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  meets  first  and  third  Thur** 
day  evenings,  8  o'clock,  in  Mammonth  Hall, 
5x7  South  Broadway. 

President — O.  M.  Seaman,  126  So.  Ave.  ai. 

Treas.— W.  B.  TiUey,  J670  N.  Lidiel  St 

Rec  Sec — ^M.  F.  Pontioua,  Station  L. 

Journal — J.  F.  Seymour,  1x7  S.  State  St. 

UTICA  LODGE  No.  44.  Utica,  N.  Y.,  meets 
second  and  fourth  Friday  evenings  at  8 
o'clock. 

President — Geo.    Dommasch,   78%   Columbia. 

Treas. — Chas.  B.  Cummings,  ao  Hope  St. 

Sec — Edward  King,  2  Thomas  Lane. 

Journal — ^John  Hartman,  158  Whitesboro  St 

GAS  BELT  LODGE  No.  45,  Muncie,  Ind., 
meets  in  Anthony  Bile,  third  floor.  Room  4. 
first  and  third   Sundays  at   7.30  p.   m..   Labor 

President — ^Thco.    N.    Thorpe,    1425    W.    6th 
Sec -Treas.    and    Journal — Chas.    Lawrence, 
aooo  S.  Grant  St. 

HAPPY  THOUGHT  LODGE  No.  46,  Colo- 
rado City,  Col.,  meeu  first  and  third  dunday 
at  9.30  a.  m.,  each  month,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall. 
President — M.  'M.    Sonnichsen,    225    Monroe 
Sec  and  Treas.-r-C  F.  Sonnichsen,  225  Moo- 
roe  St. 

GARY  LODGE  No.  47.  Gary,  Indiana, 
President — W.  E.  Gibson. 
Sec — Fred  Carlson. 
Treas. — Sydney  Watson. 

COPPER  CITY  LODGE  No.  48.  Butte. 
Mont.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  even* 
ings  at  8  o'clock,  at  Old  Masonic  mil,  35 
West  Park  St. 

President — C.  E.  Dewltt,  131  Ruby  St. 

Sec  and  Treas.— P.  O'Shea.  837  b.  Main. 

Journal— E.  F.   Vincent,  Rocker,  Mont. 

THREE  RAIL  LODGE  No.  40,  Pueblo. 
Col.,  meets  on  second  and  fourth  Monday,  8 
p.  m..  at  Red  Men's  Hall.  Union  Ave. 

President — ^James  Fitzgerald,  37  Block  N. 

Treas. — T.  J.  Cone,  1214  Cedar  St. 

Sec. — E.  T.  Edmonson,  689  1.2  S.  Union  Av. 

Journal— VV.   R.  Sutton,  2220  Pine  St. 

PARSONS  LODGE  No.  50,  Parsons,  Kan., 
meets  first  and  third  Sunday  evenings  of  each 
month,  in  Odd  Fellows*  Hall,  Johnson  Ave. 

President — ^J.  Corf,  2016  Belmont  Ave. 

Treas. — C.  Snooks,   1141  Washington  Ave. 

Sec — K.   H.  Grimes,  2429  Stevens  Ave. 

JUNCTION  LODGE  No.  ct.  Went  Bay  CItv. 
Mich.,  meets  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  second  and 
fourth  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m. 

President— E.  Anderson,  R.  F.  D.,  North 
Henry  St.,  Bangor  Township. 

Sec— F.  W.   Bennett.  603  E.  Ohio  St. 

Treas.  and  Journal — Y.  W.  Lankey,  302 
State  St. 

EXCELSIOR  LODGE  No.  52.»Port  Jervts, 
N.  Y..  meets  in  Mason's  Hall.  Pike  St.,  first 
Wednesday,  7.30  p.  m.,  third  Wednesday,  2.30 
p.  m. 

Sec. — Warren   Hendershot,  21    Mechanic 
Treas. — hVank  Goble,  99  Franklin  St. 

WELCOME  LODGE  No.  53,  Decatur,  HI., 
meets  first  Thursday.  8, p.  m..  and  third  Thurs- 
day, 2.30  p.  m.,  in  B.  of  L.  E,  Hall. 

President  and  Treas. — ^J.  E.  Ryan,  1412  N. 
Calhoun  St. 

Sec— Walter  Grant.  1012  E.  William  St. 

Journal— T.  A.  Nolan,  1500  E.  William  St 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THS  SWITCHMBN'8  UNION. 


709 


ABRAHAM  UNCOLN  LODGE  No.  $4.  St 
Louis.  Mo.,  meets  in  Dewey  Hall,  2401  Soath 
Broacway,  aecond  and  fourth  Tuesoayt,  8.30 
p.    m. 

President — L.  Roberts,  91s  Emmett  St 
Sc^— J.  J.  Raesinf.  541  Bates  St. 
Trea!^.— Geo.  Crowl,  9633*  Victor  St 
Journal — S.  Roberts,  912  Emmet  St. 

LAKE  SHORE  LODGE  No.  <5.  Nottingham. 
O.,  meets  first  and  third  Thursdajr  erenings  ot 
kch  month,  in  Smith's  Hall,  Nottinjgham,  O. 
President — J.    A.    Ohlinger,   Nottingham,   O. 
Sec. — Geo.  Horn.  Nottingham.   O. 
Treas.— O.  M.  Tippin,  Nottingham,  O. 
Journal — E.  C.  Dix,  Collinwood,  O. 

HARLEM  RIVER  LODGE  No.  56,  New 
York  City,  meets  first  Monday  at  10  a.  m.,  and 
third  Thursday  at  10  a.  m.,  in  Aurora  Maen- 
oerchor  Hall,  444  Willis  Ave. 

President — L.  Dowling,  541   E.   i^ard  St 
Sec — H.  Gebhard,  446  E.  t^rth  St. 
Treas. — G.  E.  Fancher,  575  E.  137th  St 
Journal— A.  J.  Cuff,  810  1 -a  E.  X4Sth  St 

LAKE  ERIE  LODGE  No.  57.  Sandusky,  O., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  of  each 
month  at  9  a.  m.,  in  Wagner's  Hall,  cor.  Pearl 
and  TifRn  Ave. 

President  and  Journal — ^Wm.  Roderick,  cor. 
Hayes  Ave.  and  Polk  St 

bee — W.  W.  Zimmerman.  So.  Camp  St 

Treas.— E.  A.  Roth,  3"  Pearl  St 

PROGRESS  LODGE  No.  58.  Chicago,  111., 
meeu  first  and  third   Sundays  at  8  p.  m.,  at 


Marquette  Halt  853  W.  lath  St. 
President— W.  f  Trost  625  W 
Sec— T.  T.  Sample,  904  W.  lath  St 


Trost  625  Washburn  Ave. 


Treas.— W.  A.  Welch,  547  Washburn  Ave. 

EUREKA  LODGE  No.  $9.  East  Hartford, 
Conn.,  meets  first  Sunday  and  fourth  Thurs- 
day, at  8  p.  m. 

President— J.  J.  Frost,  Woodbridge  Ave. 

Sec.*ireas.  and  Journal — ^Jas.  H.  Cummings, 
9  Linden  St 

MONRO!!:  LODGE  No.  60,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays,  8  p.  Qi.,  in 
Labor  Union  Hall. 

{'resident — J.  P.  Croason,  140  Frost  Ave. 

Sec. — M.  J.  Keating,  74  Magne  St. 

Treas. — F.  E.  Hall,  17a  Hague  St 

JACKSON  LODGE  No.  61,  Jackson.  Mich., 
meets  first  and  third  Sundays  at  7-30  p.  m.,  in 
Odd   Fellows'  Hall. 

President — ^Joseph   Maltby,    lao   Deyo   St. 

Sec— H.   S.  Hasbrouck,  816  Detroit  St 

Trcas.^-Geo.  Emmons,  312  E.  William  St. 

GILT  EDGE  LODGE  No.  63,  Pittsbarg,  Pa., 
meets  second  dunday  at  7.45  P<  m-t  uul  fourth 
Sunday  at  1.45  p.  m.,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall,  43^ 
and  Butler  Sts. 

President — H.  R.  Keller.  313  Lincoln  Ave., 
Millvale  Sta.,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Sec— Jas.   Earlv,  i8a  46th  St 

Fin.-Sec — O.  C.  Shuey,  4601  Carlton  St. 

Journal — F.  W.  Brown,  Millvale  Su.,  Alle- 
gheny, Pa. 

MINOT  LODGE  No.  63.  Minot  N.  D., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8  p.  m. 


President  and  Jovmal — ^A.  E.  Waldref,  413 
Rusk  St 
Sec— Wm.  Solliran,  Northwestern  HoteL 
Treas.— Thos.  P.  Leary,  513  Ruth  St 

UTTLE  FORT  LODGE  No.  64,  Waukegan, 
111.,  meets  in  Dady's  Hall,  114  N.  Genesee  St. 
second  and  fourth  Sundays  at  8  p.  m. 

President— Robt  Darrow,  $m$  S.  Utica. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — David  L.  Donohue,  310  N. 
Genesee  St. 

Journal — ^James  B.  Spellman,  1020  Washing- 
ton  St 


FORT  SCOTT  LODGE  No.  65,  Fort  Scott 
Kan.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at  2.30 
p.  m.,  in  Red  Men's  Hall. 

President — ^J.  M.  Penn,  730  Loman  St. 

Sec— B.  F.  Cummings,  1127  E.  Wall  St. 

Treas.— J.  H.  Huffman,  loao  E.  Wall  St 

Journal— H.  Ward. 

DURAND  LODGE  No.  66,  Durand,  Mich., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  mornings  at 
8  o'clock,  in  Maccabees  Hall. 

President — O.  J.  Jones. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Haley. 

Sec— H  F.  Barker. 

Journal— Hiram  Sturgis. 

MARTHA  LODGE  No.  67,  Hammond,  Ind.. 
meets  first  Sunday  at  a.30  p.  m.,  and  third 
Wednesday  at  7.30  p.  m..  in  Union  Hall,  96 
i'lummer  Ave. 

President— H:  W.  Stewart,  105  Hanover  St 

Sec— J.  B.  Qark,  tii  Ingraham  Ave.,  Wesi 
Hammond,  III. 

Treas. — C.  H.  Schofield,  105  Hanover  St. 

UNION  STOCK  YARDS  LODGE  No.  68, 
Chicago,  Ills.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  7.50  p.  m., 
and  third  Sunday  at  2.30  p.  m.,  in  McNally's 
New  Hall,  47th  and  Halsted  Sts. 

President — L.  L.  Driggs,  647  W.  47th  St. 

Sec-Tress,  and  Journal — V,  £.  Pratt  69SO 
S.  Laflin  St 

HOUSTON  LODGE  No.  69.  Houston,  Tex., 
meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and 
third  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
Fifth  Ward. 


St 


President— H.  P.  Gallagher,  005  McKee  St 
Sec  and  Treas.— H.  R.  Brandt,  1907  Gentry 


OLEANDER  LODGE  No.  70,  Galveston, 
Tex.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  at 
8  p.  m.,  in  Cook  ft  Waiters'  Hall. 

President— J.  H.  Clark,  3701  Ave.  J. 

Sec— L.  C.  Powell.  3620  Ave.  P. 

Treas.— T.  T.  O'Donohoe,  3222  Ave.  H. 

QUEtN  CITY  LODGE  No.  71.  Seattle, 
Wash.,  meets  in  Hall  No.  a.  Labor  Temple. 
Sixth  Ave.  and  University  St,  second  and 
fourth  Sundays  at  8  p.  m. 

President— P.  V.  Madden,  2632  23d  Ave.  W. 

Sec— C.   E.  Lindsey,  South  Park,  Wash. 

Treas.— T.  A.  Haydcn.  Columbia  Sta. 

PEORIA  LODGE  No.  7^.  Peoria,  111.,  meets 
first  Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  and  third  Sunday 
afternoon,  in  Schmiot's  Hall,  aooi   S.  Adams. 

President — ^D.  A.   Biggs,  213  Warren. 

Sec— W.  A.  Strait,  1834  S.  Adams  St. 

Treas.— R.  H.  Winn,  2511  S.  Adams  St 

Journal — Nick  Edmunson,   1300  Garden  St 
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BAY  STATE  LODGE  No.  7^.  SpHiu^ld. 
Mass.,  meets  in  Fraternity  Hall,  McKinney 
Bldg.,  second  and  fourth  Tnursday,  8  p.  m. 

President— J.  C.  O'Brien,  96  Plainfield  St. 

Sec  and  Journal — A  H.  Morse,  90  Marion 
St. 

Treat.— E.  T.  Qark,  118  Plainfield  St. 

CLIPPER  LODGE  No.  74.  Michigan  City, 
Ind..  meets  second  Sunday  at  1.30  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Thursday  at  7.30  p.  m.,  in  Couden's 
Hall,  Franklin  St. 

President— D.  M.  Hutton,  414  E.  8th  St. 

Sec— E.  O.  Kascr,  1020  E.  and  St. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Ruggles,  620  E.  and  St. 

Journal — C.  H.  Ruggles,  815  E.  Second  St. 

JOHN  A  HALL  LODGE  No.  76,  Newton, 
Kan.,  meets  first  Monday  at  9  a.  m.,  and  sec- 
ond and  fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  K.  of 
P.  Hall. 

President — Chas.  L.  Kolb,  416  E.  ^d  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— J.  J.  Shuck,  430  E.  4th  St. 

Journal — Chas.  E.  Breen,  325  W.  6th  St 

SOUTHERN  KANSAS  LODGE  No.  77. 
Chanute,  Kan.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wed- 
nesdays of  each  month  at  7.30  p.  m.,  in  Car- 
penters'  Hall. 

President— W.  T.  Smith,  411  W.  4th  St. 

Sec  C.  D.  Coulter,  518  S.  Central. 

Treas.— G.  G.  Easier,  ixts  S.  Erexgrcca. 

Journal — Chas.  F.  Eaton,  920  S.  Forest. 

FORT  WAYNE  LODGE  No.  78.  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  meeU  at  Harmony  Hall.  W. 
Berry  St.,  second  and  fourth  Monday  evenings 
at  8  o'clock. 

President — O.  H.  Holmes,  2706  Force  St. 

Sec — G.  T.  Sunlcy,  605  Holman  St. 

Treas.— G.  W.  Thiebolt,  813  Begue  St. 

Journal — Chas.  Taylor,  11 08  Cau  St. 

JACKSON  PARK  LODGE  No.  79.  Chicago, 
111.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  8  p.  ra.,  ana 
fourth  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  at  Calumet  Hall. 
63d  and  Jackson  Park  Ave. 

President — ^John  P.  Lyons,  7105  Woodland 
Ave. 

Treas. — E.  G.  Wilson,  3230  Princeton  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal — ^J.  H.  Landers,  808  W. 
50th  St. 

UNION  LODGE  No.  80.  Grand  Rapids. 
Mich.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8 
p.  m.,  En^neers*  Hall,  cor.  Sycamore  and 
South  Division  Sts. 

President — ^Jno.  Grace,  240  X2th  Ave. 

Sec— A.  L.  Snell,  746  Labelle  Ave. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Woods.  143  3rd  Ave. 

BIG  STACK  LODGE  No.  81.  Great  Falls. 
Mont,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  evenini^ 
President — Geo.  Johnson. 
Sec — Chas.   Liffhtfoot. 
Treas.— C.  R.  Perry,  P.  O.  Box  a26. 
Journal — ^J.   P.   McCormick. 

PARK  LODGE  No.  82,  Herinrton,  Kan., 
meets  first  and  third  Wednesday  nights,  I.  O. 
O.   F.  Hall. 

President- J.  D.  Williams,  P.  O.  Box  569. 
Sec  and  Treas.- W.  H.  Bonner,  Box  711. 

GLADSTONE  LODGE  No.  83.  Gladstone. 
Mich.,  meets  third  Sunday  of  each  month  at 
8  p.  m.,  in  Wasa  Hall. 

Pi       ■ 


MAPLE  LEAF  LODGE  No.  84,  Oelwein. 
la.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sundhy  of  each 
month  at  8  p.  m.,  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  HalL 

President— ^Jno.  K.  McKenna,  loa  5th  Av.  N. 

Sec— L.  E.  Ash  worth,  815  ist  Ave.  E. 

Treas.— W.  J.  McGuire,  444  i«t  Ave.  S. 

DELTA  LODGE  No.  85,  Everett,  Waah., 
meeta  in  Labor  Temple,  first  and  third  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.  ro. 

President— W.   E.  Tibbits.  3107  Pacific  Ave. 

Sec  and  Treas.— Edwin  Bell,  2606  E.  Grand 
St 

Journal— W.  H.  Deahn,  Sta.  A. 


COLUMBIA  LODGE  No.  87,  Portland, 
Ore.,  meeta  second  Sunday  at  2  d.  m..  and 
last  Sunday  at  8  p.  ul,  in  Davis  Hall.  131% 
Russell  St 

President— Thos.  J.  McCambridge,  6x4  Delay 
St 

Sec  and  Treas. — Frank  Miebus,  535  Conch 
St 

Journal — M.   S.  Fagin,  130  Morris  St. 


ENTERPRISE  LODGE  No.  88.  Green  Bay, 
Wia.,  meets  first  and  third  Wednesday  at  8 
p.  m.,  in  Maccabeea'  Hall,  in  Funk  Block,  cor. 
Main  and  Adams. 

President— C.  Rice,  1219  S.  Chestnut  Ave 

Sec — ^J.   Christensen,  115   Woodlawn  Ave. 

Treas. — ^W.  H.  Tiemey,  420  S.  Ashland  Ave. 

Journal — M.  A  Thompson,  503  S.  Ashland 
Ave. 


OTTUMWA  LODGE  No.  89.  Ottumwa,  la., 
meets  second  Tuesdav,  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Labor 
Hall,  cor.  Second  and  Market 

President  and  Treas. — O.  C.  Kenney,  608 
W.  4th  St 

Sec. — S.  H.  Loring.  235  N.  McLean. 

Journal — Geo.  Lovell^cy,  210  Forest  Ave. 

DENISON  LODGE  No.  90,  Denison^  Tex., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  evenings  at 
8  o'clock,  in  O.  R.  C.  New  Hall.  Main  St 

President- E.   S.  Frost,  714  W.  Day. 

Sec    and    Treaa. — M.    J.    '   * 


Gandy  St 


Lebo,    1J19    VV. 


4«7. 


resident   and   Journal — T.   C.   Jachor.   Box 


Sec.  and  Treas. — Edw.  Jones,  Box  734. 


IRONDALE  LODGE  No.  91.  Chicago.  111., 
meets  in  Oddfellows'  Hall,  cor.  io6th  St.  and 
Torrance  Ave.,  first  Sunday  evening  and  third 
Sundajr  afternoon. 

President — ^J.  Quill,  9627  Escanaba  Ave. 

Sec  and  Journal — ^J.  Lind,  9701  Commercial 
Ave. 

Treas.— J.  S.  Rcid,  10509  Ave.  G. 


STANDARD  LODGE  No.  oa.  Cedar  Rapids, 
la.,  meeta  at  Old  PostoflSoe  Bidg.,  Room  12. 
on  the  first  Monday  at  8.30  a.  m..  and  third 
Friday  at  7.30  p    m. 

President— J.  E.  Colbert,  28  High  School  PI. 

Sec  and  Treas.— N.  C.  Chapman,  521  d. 
9th  St.  W. 

Journal— W.  R.  Downs,  1520  N.  7th  St,  W. 

TRUE  BLUE   LODGE   No.   93.  Oskaloosa. 
la.,  meets  first  and  third  Monday  evenings  at 
7  o'clock,  at  Ensrineers*  Hall.  Hieh  Avt 
President— J.  M.  Neylon,  5x2  S.  H  St 
Sec— M.  Carney,  815  B  Ave.,  W. 
Treaa.— John  H.  Larldna.  51s  S.  H  St 
Journal — D.  Hayes,  812  3rd  Ave.,  W. 
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ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  WABASH 
LODGE  No.  94*  Terre  Haute,  Ind..  meeU 
vr^Tj  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.. 

President— F.  L.  Mathers,  XS40  Spruce  St. 

Sec — Dustin  Crawford,  314  N.  X3th  St. 

Treas. — E.  W.  Nicholson,  i$s»  Sth  Ave. 

Journal— W.  W.  Risher,  ao7  N.  pth  St. 

ASHTABULA  LODGE  No.  9$,  Ashtabula, 
O.,  meets  first  Sunday  evenin^r  ana  third  Sun- 
day afternoon  of  each  month  m  C.  L.  U.  Hall, 
Main  St. 

Preaident — ^W.  H.  Corrigan.  8  Michigan  Art.' 

Rec  Sec— T.  F.  Moore,  76%  Fisk  St. 

Treas. — Chas.  L.  Kain,  73  Division  St. 

Journal — P.  J.  Hines,  317  Lake  St. 

LIMA  LODGE  No.  96,  Lima,  O.,  meets 
first  and  third  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m.,  and  sec- 
ond and  fourth  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  at  Donse's 
Hall,  ai9  Main  St. 

President — Chas.  Louden,  X130  W.  High  St 

Sec — Geo.  Wandle,  1037  £•  North. 

Treaa.— E.  E.  Green,  P.  O.  Box  443,  Tipton, 
Ind. 

Journal — Robt.  Wandle,  1037  E.  North. 

FREEBORN  LODGE  Nc  97,  Albert  Lea, 
Minn.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  5  p.  m.,  and  third 
Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Red  Men's  Hall,  cor. 
William  and  Broadway. 

President — C.  A  Lawler,  1026  Fountain  St. 

Sec  and  Treas.— J.  P.  Woods,  325  W.  Col- 
lege St 

Journal — ^J.  Bryant,  325  Court  St. 

CADILLAC  LODGE  No.  98.  CadUlac,  Mich., 
meets   first  and   third  Friday,   in  Trades  and 
Labor  Council  Hall  at  8  p.  m. 
President — E.  E.  Stansbury*  207  Crippen  St 
Sec — Bernard  Long,  406  E.  Pine  St. 
Treas. — ^Thos.  Lonu.  in  E.  North  St 
Journal — F.  H.  Collier,  aio  E.  Pine  St 

ELK  LODGE  Nc  99,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  meets 
in  Nagel's  HaU.  cor.  Hayward  and  Elk  Sts., 
first  and  third  Tuesday  at  8.30  p.  m.,  and  third 
Wednesday  at  8  a.  m. 

President — Frank  Goodyear,  184  Weaver. 

Sec— R.  G.  Herlan,  58  Peach  St. 

Treas.— J.    V.    McCarthy,    178    Breckenridge 

UTTLE  GIANT  LODGE  Nc  too,  McKees 
Rocks,  Pa.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  8  p.  m., 
fourth  Sunday  at  8  a.  m.,  in  Cnristian  Hall, 
sio  Charters  Ave. 

President — ^H.  Helembright,  4915  Butler  St, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Fin.  and  Rec  Sec— J.  F.  Gordon,  65 
Natches  St.,  Pittaburg,  Pa. 

Treas. — Robt  McCarthy,  400  Woodward  Ave 

ALUM  kuCK  LODGE  Nc  loi,  San  Jose, 
Cal.,  meets  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall. 

President— Frank  E.  Webber,  229  E.  St 
James  St. 

Sec  and  Treas. — ^John  E.  Culp,  330  N.  13th 

LEHIGH  LODGE  Nc  103,  Lehi^hton.  Pa., 
meets  in  Reber's  Hall,  second  and  fourth  Sun- 
days, at  8  p.  m. 

President- R.  H.  Flyte,  Weissport,  Pa. 

Sec— A  Hoffman,  ft.  F.  D.  No.  x,  Weiss- 
port,  Pa. 

Treaa.— Chas.  W.  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  lai, 
Packerton,  Pa. 

Journal — Geo.  Dolsn,  Lchighton.  Pa. 

SHREVEPORT  LODGE  No.  103.  Shreve- 
port  La*»  meets  second  and  fourth  Wednes- 
day at  8  p.  m.,  in  Frank  Ryan's  residence. 

President  and  Treaa. — Frank  Ryan,  Bossier 
Gty.  La. 

Journal— W.  G.  Hall,  10 16  Spring  St. 


SWEET  CLOVER  LODGE  Nc  104.  Arkan- 
sas  City,  Kans. 
President— A  J.  Ownes,  xoiy  S.  B  St 
Sec— F.  S.  Porter,  1019  S.  C  St 
Treas. — Geo.  B.  Hammond,  511  So.  C  St. 
Journal— R.  E.  Collins,  ixa  S.  Summit  St 

OZARK  LODGE  Nc  X05,  Springfield,  Mo., 
meeU  second  and  fourth  Mondays,  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  each  month,  in  Eagle's  Hall. 

President— Otto  B.  Smith,  X030  W.  Atlantic 

Treas.— B.  F.  Cole,  aia  W.  Calhoun  St 
Journal— B.  W.  Forbes. 

^  TUBE  CITY  LODGE  No.  106,  McKeesport 
Pa.,  meets  second  Sunday  and  third  Tuesday, 
Better's  Hall,  opposite  B.  ft  O.  Depot 

President — P.  T.  Brennan,  Port  Perry,  Pa. 

Sec. — C.   E.  Minnick,   X302  Arclf  St. 

Treas. — ^J.  E.  Bevans,  xx9  8th  Ave. 

HEAD  OF  THE  LAKE  LODGE  Nc  X07, 
Superior,  Wis.,  meeU  first  Sunday  at  2  p.  m., 
and  third  Sundav  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Odd  Fellows' 
Temple,  comer  Ogden  Ave  and  xath  St 

President- E.  Wilkinson,  17x4  Banks  Ave. 

Fin.  Sec — L.   Perrin,  X9a5  Tower  Ave. 

Treas.— W.  Whearatt  1523  Banks  Ave. 

Sec— J.  C.  O'Connell,  1x24  Grand  Ave. 

Journal — L.  A  Holmes,  Itasca  Sta. 

,  ROUGH  RIDER  LODGE  Nc  xo8,  Homell, 
N.  Y.,  meets  first  and  third  Friday  evenings 
of  each  month  at  8.x  5  o'clock,  and  second  and 
fourth  Fridays  at  3.30  p.  m.,  in  Engineers' 
Hall. 
President— P.  L.  Cullinan,  23  River  St 
Sec  and  Treas.- E.  W.  Carroll,  6  Maple  St 

HOBOKEN  LODGE  Nc  X09.  Hoboken,  N.J. 

President— Elijah  Henry,  X05  N.  3d  St, 
Newark,  N.  J. 

Sec— William  Rush,  xio  Washington  St 

Treas.  and  Journal — F.  M.  Crane,  89  Wash- 
ington St 

SAGINAW  LODGE  Nc   ixo,  Saginaw,   E. 

S.,  Mich.,  meets  at  9.30  a.  m.  on  the  first  and 

third  Sunday  of  each  month,  at  Myrtle  Hall, 

Potter  St. 

President— W.  C.  Shea.  824  N.  Harrison  St 

Sec— D.  W.  Ribbel,  X408  N.  Sixth  St 

Treas.  snd  Journal — ^J.  Lash,  909  N.  6th  St. 

INDIAN  CREEK  LODGE  Nc  xxx,  Marion. 
la.,  meets  second  Saturday  afternoon  and 
fourth .  Saturday  evening,  at  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

President— T.  B.  Nichols,  7th  Ave. 

Sec  and  Treas. — ^John  Leming.  482  x8th  St 

Journal — T.  J.  Ryan,  7th  Ave. 

NETCONG  LODGE  No.  112.  Port  Morris. 
N.  J.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8 
p.  m..  in  Clark's  Hall,  Stanhope.  N.  T 

President— D.  B.  Ike,  Port  Morris.  N.  J. 

Sec— Wm.  S.  Sickles,  Stanhope.  N.  J. 

Treas.  and  Journal — ^Jas.  O'Neil,  Box  xxx, 
Netcong,  N.  J. 

EAST  END  LODGE  No.  xx3,  Cincinnati, 
O..  meets  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall.  cor.  Eastern 
Ave.  and  Vance  St,  second  and  fourth  Tues- 
days at  7*30  p.  m. 

President— H.  G.  Southard,  4249  Eastern 
Ave. 

Sec. — F.  E.  Alwin,  28x2  Hoff  Ave. 

Tress.— H.  M.  Blackburn,  2308  Gladstone 
Ave. 
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BROOME  LODGE  No.  114.  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  meets  alternate  Monday  evenings  at  8 
o'clock   in  Odd   Fellows'   Hall.   299  Chenango 

Pre8ident---John  M.  McMahon,  195  Oak  St. 

Sec  and  Treas. — Geo.  Martin,  41  Mendels- 
sohn. 

Journal — ^Michael  Shcehan,  38  Fayette. 

JERSEY  CITY  LODGE  No.  115.  Jersey 
City,  N.  T^  meets  at  Fisher's  Hall,  126  Hud- 
son St.,  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  third  Sunday  at  8 
p.  m. 

President — ^J.  Londregon,  924  Monastery  St., 
W.  Hoboken,  N.  T. 

Sec. — Wm.  Fallon,  131  Jackson  St,  Hobo- 
ken, N.  J. 

Trcas. — Martin  Keating,  1816  Willow  Ave., 
Hoboken.  N.  T. 

Journal — ^Thomas  Turley,  S22  High  Point 
Ave..  W.  Hoboken,  N.  J. 

BUCKEYE  LODGE  No.  116,  Conneaut,  O., 
meets  first  Sunday  afternoon  at  2  o'clock  ana 
third  Monday  evening  at  7.30  o'clock,  each 
month,  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  SUnley  Block,  Main 

President — D.  S.  Brace,  173  Poplar. 

Sec.— R.  L.  Sedgwick,  apt   i6th  St. 

Treas.— C.  V.  Carr,  365  Sandusky  St. 

HARMONY  LODGE  No.  117.  Chicago,  111., 
meets  in  Newbury  Hall,  cor.  Chicago  and  West- 
ern Aves.,  second  Sunday,  x.30  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Sunday,  8  p.  m. 

President — ^Austin  Pease,  37  Artesian  Ave» 

Sec— W.  C.  Van  Vlack.  20  N.  Oakley  Ave. 

Treas. — Chas.  L.  Schwake,  151  Pierce  Ave. 
Journal — Chas.  K.  Pogue,  333  Walnut  St. 

ARKANSAS  VALLEY  LODGE  No.  118,  La 
Junta,  Col. 

President — A.   Snyder. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — E.  P.  Emerson,  514  Lin- 
coin  Ave. 

SALT  LAKE  LODGE  No.  119.  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
at  8  p.  m.,  at  Federation  of  Labor  Hall. 

President— John  Bayes,  363  W.  4th  St.,  N. 

Sec. — E.  R.  Bcckwith,  509  Maple  St. 

Treas.— F.  A.  Bullock,  349  W.  S.  Temple. 

Journal— H.  N.  Wilson,  23 7  S.  6th  East  St 

LINCOLN  LODGE  No.  120,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Meets  first  Sunday  evening  and  third  Sunday 
afternoon. 

President — U.   S.   Swisher,  2747   Sumner  St 

Sec. — Geo.  R.  Bay,  1038  Garbcr  Ave. 

Treas. — ^J.  Johnson.  2313  D  St. 

JUMjiO  LODGE  No.  122,  Missoula.  Mont., 
meets  second  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.  ana  fourth 
Sundav  at  2.30  p.  m. 

President- P.   F.  Loffness,   1010  Defoe  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — Geo.  W.  Jenings,  808  E. 
Cedar. 

IVORYDALE  LODGE  No.  123,  Elmwood 
Place,  O.,  meets  in  Rodenbeck's  Hall,  409 
Main  Ave.,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  at  7.30 
p.  m. 

President — Chas.  E.  Stephens,  300  W.  5th 
St,  Carthage,  O.  • 

Sec. — Samuel  McQueen,  509  Oak  St. 

Trcas. — ^Henry  Hoffman,  5210  Beach  St.,  St. 
Bernard.  O. 

GARFlcLD  LODGE  No.  124,  Chicago,  111., 
meets  in  Redmen's  Hall,  2074  W.  Lake  St., 
first  and  third  Sundays  at  9  a.  m. 

President- E.   D.  Wells,  230  Park  Ave. 

Sec— C.  J.  Dunn.  1684  W.  Indiana  St 
_Treas.— J.  E.  O'Ncil. 

NECHFS  LODGE  No.  125.  Beaumont.  Tex., 
meets  at  K.  of  P.  Hall  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursdays  of  each  i^onth  at  8  p.  m. 

President- Ed.  Herd,  Sr.,  1935  South  St 

Treas. — A.   T.   Wood,   1706  Liberty  Ave. 

Journal  and  Se<v— J.  E.  McDaniels,  P.  O. 
Box  380. 


HAWKEVE  LODGE  No.  126,  MarshaUtown, 
la.,  meets  third  Sunday  each  month  at  8  p.  m., 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall. 


l'resident-£r.  N.  Walker,  207  W.  Boone  St 
Sec   and  Treas.— B.  J.   ~*  ..^    -- 

vada  St. 


Blaney,  la  W.  Ne- 

Journal — V.  E.  Ballou,  331   So.  3rd  Ave. 

MEMPHIS  LODGE  No.  127,  Memphis. 
Tenn.,  meets  in  Hall  No.  3,  Odd  Fellows^ 
BIdg.,  cor.  Court  and  Main  bts.,  second  Sun- 
dav at  2  p.  m.  and  fourth  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m. 

President — ^J.  A.  Fralcy,  741  Dean  Ave. 

Sec. — Barney   Franklin,    150   W.    Iowa   St 

Treas. — P.  H.  Schnorr,  155  E.  Carolina  Ave. 

Toumal— C.  W.  Tillc,  98  Golson  St. 

St.  ANth<:>NY  LObte  No.  128,  i^mne- 
apolis,  Minn. 

President — ^R.  A.  Young,  2927  Morgan  Ave. 
North. 

Sec— B.  H.  White,  3x8   xith   St  S. 

Treas.— J.  E.  La  France,  no  4th  St  S.  E. 

l!.Ll:.CTKlC  CllV  LODGE  No.  129,  Scran- 
ton.  Pa.,  meets  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall,  Linden  St 
and  Penn  Ave.,  second  Sunday  at  2  p.  m., 
and  fourth  Thursday  at  8  p.  m. 

President — ^Tno.  R.  Canavan,  1520  Price  St 

Rec  Sec — -John  J.  Hyland.  11 15  Sloan  Ave. 

Treas. — R.    W.    Flynn.    17x5    Prospect   Ave. 

Fin.  Sec  and  Journal — J,  F.  Crowley,  274 
Railroad  Ave. ^ 

TRI-CITY  LODGE  No.  133.  Rock  Island, 
111.,  meets  first  Monday  night  at  8  p.  m.,  and 
third  Sunday  morning,  9.30  a.  m.,  at  Industrial 
Home  Hall. 

i'residcnt- T.  Clark,  1523  36th  St 

Sec — Ben  Jacobson,  517  loth  St. 

Treas.— W.   Meilke,  510  39th  St. 

Journal — L.  E.  Carlisle. 


SUCCF^S  LODGE  No.  134.  St  Louis,  Mo., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Feld's  Hall,  northwest  corner  xithSt  and 
Newhouse  Ave. 

President— W.  A.  Wilmot,  3952  N.  20th  St 
Sec-Treas.- J.  T.  McCarthy,  3709  N.  iith  St 
Journal — F.   Calhoun,   1109  Salisbury  St. 
"PUGEt  SOUND  LODGE  No.  135.  l-uroma. 
Wash.,  meets  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  cot.   East 
C  and  2Sth   St,   first  and  third   Thursday  of 
ench  month  at  8  n.  m. 
President— W.  S.  Joy,   X207  S.  K  St 
Treas.— G.  H.  Herbert,  5^1   E.  30th  St 
Sec- F.  C.  Eichman,  437  1-2  S.  E  St 
Journal— J.  B.  Papen,  431  S.  30th  St 
SPOKANE     LODGE     No.     1:^7.     Spokane. 
Wash.,  meets  in  Pacific  Hall,  second  Saturday. 
3  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Saturday,  at  8  p.  m. 
President — W.  H.  Abercoinbie,  113  E.  3d. 
Sec— M.  Estrel,  39  W.  Front  Ave. 
Trcas.     and    Journal — ^J.    W.     Goddard,    28 

Sprague  Ave. _^ 

.ALAMO    LODGE    No.    138,    San    Antonio, 
Tex.,    meets    first    and    third    Tuesday    ev«i- 
infcs  mt  8.^0   p.   m.,  at  Murries'    Hall.   Austin 
and  loth  Sts. 
President— S.   B.   Bushell,  6x9  Willow  St 
Sec.  and  Treas.— J.  R.  Webb,  2x8  Burnet  St 
Journal — E.    M.    Eason,   328    Carson   St. 
"i^USQUEHANNA    LODGE    No.    141,    Sus- 

3urhanna,  Pa.,  meets  second  Wednesday  at 
.30  a.  m.,  and  fourth  Wednesday  at  8.30 
p.  ra.,  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall. 

President — John  F.  Loiighlin,  Box  2x6. 

Sec  and  Treas.— D.  H.  Griswold,  P.  O. 
Box  799. 

Journal — Leroy    Reynolds. 

OPEN  PORT  CITY  LODGE  No.  142.  Mus- 
kei^on,  Mich.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at 
10  a.  m.,  at  North  Yard  Club  Rooms. 

President — Geo.  Hanson,  41   Prospect  St 

Sec — H.  E.  Le  Gear,  113  Wood  Ave. 

Treas. — Chas.  H.  Root,  86  Octavius. 

Journal — ^Wm.  "Boor'^Uter.  ^41   Clay  Ave, 
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LAFAYETTE  LODGE  No.  143,  Ufayette, 
Ind.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at  1.30  p.  m. 
in  Leache's  Hall,  cor.  3d  and  Cbestnut  Sts. 

President— Warren  A.  Saylor,  445  S.  $th  St 

Sec— H.  J.  Clark,  XI15  S.  and  St. 

Treas.— D.  J.  Clark,  241  S.  4th  St 

TELEGRAM  LODGE  No.  144.  Elmira. 
N.  ¥.,  meets  the  first  Mondair  at  8  p.  m.,  and 
third  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  of  each  month,  at 
St.  James'  Hall,  Park  PI.  and  Clinton  St. 

President— M.  W.  Powers,  756  S.  Main  St. 

Sec.— Wm.   Murphy,   318  W.   7th  St 

Treas.— J.  T.  Brown,  1409  Grand  Central 
Ave. 

Journal— W.  E.  Whelan,  1003  Pratt  St. 

INDIANAPOLIS  LODGE  No.  146,  Indian- 
apolis,  Ind.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tues- 
days at  8  p.  m.,  at  Morrison's  Uall,  $2  Monu- 
ment  PI. 

President — R.  C.  Rogers,  107  N.  Davidson 
St 

Sec — C.  A.  Akers,  141 7  Lexington  Ave. 

Treas.— H.  L.  Hicks,  1030  St.  Paul  St. 

GATii  CITY  LODGE  No.  1^.  Texarkana, 
Tex.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  even- 
ing. 

President — Chas.  Fisher,  421   Leiia  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— William  Kelley,  Sao  E.  3d 
St.,  Texarkana,  Ark. 

Journal — F.  J.  Bumb,  304  E.  Broad  St, 
Texarkana,  Ark. 

FREEPORT  LODGE  No.  149.  Frecport,  111., 
meets  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  second  Sunday  at 
s.3p  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Sunday  at  7  p.  m. 
President— Wm.  H.  O'Malia,  17  Kickapoo  St 
Sec.  and  Treas. — George  R.  Hayes,  198  Chi- 
cago St 

ELKHART  LODGE  No.  151,  lUkhart  Ind., 
meets  first  Monday  mt  7.30  p.  m.,  third  Mon- 
day at  8  a.  m.,  in  Red  Men's  Hall,  N.  Main  St. 


St. 


ij  ai  o  •.  lu.,  lu  cvcu  mjcu  m  nan,  v*.  js«aiu  ij\t 

President— G.  D.  Elliott   1527  S.  Main  St 
Sec— E.  £.  Mathias.  Flemming   Blk..  Main 

Treas.— Levi  Mann.  1407  S.  7th  St 
Journal — Christ  C.  Wagner,  600  Indiana  Ave. 

SYRACUSE  LODGE  No.  15a.  .^^yracnse, 
N.  Y.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Kearney's  Hall, 
cor.  S.  Geddes  and  Gifford  Sts. 

President— W.  A.  Ryan,  104  Willis  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal — M.  J.  Dunn,  641  Gifford 

Treas.— A.  H.  Richardson,  73a  Otesco  St 

TRIANGLE  LODGE  No.  154.  Staples, 
Minn.,  meets  the  first  and  third  Sunday  of 
each  month  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Sovereign's  Hall. 

President — Louis  Guth. 

Sec— Jas.  P.  McDonald. 

Treas. — Peter  Dcwar. 

THANKSGIVING  LODGE  No.  155,  Chi- 
cago,  O.,  meets  the  first  and  third  Fridays  of 
each  month. 

President — Charles  F.  Bradley. 

Sec  and  Treas.— J.  S.  Swartz. 

Journal — H.    P.   Curran. 

GOLDEN  GATE  LODGE  No.  158.  Oakland. 
Cal.,  meets  in  Sunset  Hall,  1684  7th  St.,  first 
and  third  Tuesday  evenings. 

President— J.  J.  Collins,  033  Adeline  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — ^Jos.  Robson,  857  Campbell 


PRIDE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  LODGE  No. 
160,  Oil  City,  Pa.,  meeu  in  old  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
second  and  fourth  Mondays  at  8  p.  m. 

President— T.  D.  Sullivan,  Chestnut  St 

Sec— J.  B.  McMullen,  508  E.  3d  St,  S.» 
Oil  City. 

Treas. — ^J.   F.  Hughes,  310  Hone  Ave. 

LOUISVILLE  LODGE  No.  i6a,  Louisville. 


Clayton,  soia  Bank  St 


St. 


Journal— Chas.    H.    Symmes,    1007   Campbell 


Ky.,  meets  at  ^oii  Portland  Ave. 

President— J.  S.  Clayton,  soia  _ 

Sec.  and  Treas. — F.  L.  Bradford,  30H  Port- 
land Ave. 

BIENVILLE  LODGK  No.  166.  Mobile,  Ala.. 

meets   at   40a    Bloodgood    St.,   first  and   third 

Tuesday  8  p.  m. 

President — ^J.  Connors,  317  Bloodgood  St. 
Sec — George  Lyons,  400  St.  Joseph  St 
Treas. — ^A.    E.   tlark,  40a   Bloodgood   St 
Journal — F.  I.  Lewis,  2s6  Adams  St. 

GOOD  HOPE  LODGE  No.  169.  Youngs- 
town,  O.,  meets  third  Tuesday  at  043-245  Fed- 
eral St. 

President— J.  F.  Owens,  7a4  Wilson  Ave. 

Sec— E.  J.  Korman,  loij  Market  St 

Treas.  and  Journal — W.  Dalrymple,  ai  S. 
Hime  St 

VALLEY  LODGE  No.  17a,  Savrc,  Pa., 
mecU  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  Hall,  Lockhart  St, 
second  and  fourth  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. 

President— Geo.  H.  Brown,  109  Woodard  St 

Sec  and  Journal — John  Goodall,  510  N. 
Elmer  Ave. 

Treas. — Curtis   S.    Benjamin,   ao6   Chestnut 

TWIN  CITY  LODGE  No.  X73»  La  Salle, 
111.,  meets  first  and  third  Sundays  at  xo  m.  m.. 
Room  22 1  Neaustadt  Bldg.,  corner  becond  and 
Marquette  Sts. 

President  and  Journal — ^J.  E.  Bowers,  308 
4th  St. 

Sec — ^J.  G.  Gardner,  a8  Chartres  St. 

Treas. — P.  B.  Davis,  134  Gooding. 

DES  MOINES  LODGE  No.  174.  Des 
Moines,  la.,  meets  first  Sunday,  8  p.  m.,  third 
Monday,  a  p.  m.,  in  Fraternal  Hall,  Valley 
Junction,  la. 

President — A.   L.    Shearer,   Valley  Junction, 

Sec. — Rot  Overpeck.   Valley  Junction,  la. 
Treas.— J.     F.     Sammon,     Box     45,     Valley 
Junction,  la. 
Journal — Thos.  D.  Davis,  Valley  Junction,  la. 

DANVILLE  LODGE  No.  17s.  Danville.  111., 
meets  at  LeverenU  Hall,  first  and  third  Mon- 
day, at  7.30  p.  m. 

President— C.  J.  McGlinchy,  9  W.  Harrison 
St.,  Garret  Bldg. 

Treas. — ^John   King,   laio  Tennessee  St. 

Sec. — Herbert  Kinp:.  XI19  Bowman  Ave. 

Journal — John  Smith,  557  Porter. 

SALAMANCA  LODGE  No.  176,  Salamanca, 
N.  Y.,  meets  at  Royal  Arcanum  Hall,  second 
Sunday  at  a  p.  m..  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8.30 
p.  m..  East  Salamanca. 
President — ^J.  Murphy,  Newton  St 
Sec  and  Treas.— J.  J.  Connelly,  8  Wil- 
liam St. 

WHIRLPOOL  LODGE  No.  177,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  meets  the  first  and  third  Sunday 
at  8  p.  m.,  at  Central  Labor  Council  Hall. 

President  and  Treas.— W.  C.  Hubbard,  Su. 
A. 

Sec— N.  F.  Walrod.  ja3a  Lockport  St. 

Journal— Geo.  B.  Hall,  34a  ad  St 
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LONE  STAR  LODGE  No.  178.  Waco.  T«c, 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8  p.  m., 
at  Labor  Hall,  cor.  Third  and  Franklin  Sta. 

President— Wm.  A.  Thomas.  H.  ft  T.  C. 
Freight  Office. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— Nick  lanes.  14x6  Ross  St. 


BLACK  DIAMOND  LODGE  No.  179.  ^itts- 
ton.  Pa.,  meets  first  and  third  Monday  at  8 
p.  m..  at  St.  Aloysius'  Hall.  S.  Main  St. 

President— Patrick  Devers.  60  Carroll  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — G.  Scharar.  30  Washing- 
ton Ave. 


:LT  LODGE  No.  180,  Fareo. 
Dakota,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursday 
evenings  at  8  o'clock,  in  Labor  Temple,  cor. 
Broadway  and  Second  Ave..  North  Fargo. 
N.  D. 

President — J.   E.  Hogan.   1x08  7th  Ave..  S. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— C.  A.  Beck.  it6  6th  St, 
S..   Morehead.   Minn. 

Journal — E.  M.  Nelson.  1345  sd  Ave..  S. 

BIG  FIVE  LODGE  No.  181.  Dallas.  Tex., 
meets  at  W.  O.  W.  Hall.  245  Main  St..  last 
Sunday  in  month  at  8  p.  m. 

President— Frank  Mackin,  568  Elm  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — W.  G.  Jameson.  165  Floyd 
St. 

Journal— W.  P.  Hocker.  747  Elm  St. 

KALMNLA  LODGE  No.  x8a.  McAlester. 
Okla..  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  at 
7.30  p.  m..  in  Eagle's  Hall. 

President- W.  C.  Tippit,  No.  McAlester. 

Treas. — R.  W.  Hallum.  222  E.  Cherokee  Ave. 

Journal — R.  T.  Pierce,  Haileyville,  Okla. 

RED  RIVER  VALLEY  LODGE  No.  183. 
East  Grand  Forks.  Minn.,  meets  second  and 
fourth  Sundav  at  a  p.  m..  Woodman's  Hall. 
Des  Moines  Ave.  ana  3d  St. 

President— J.  C.  Rossow.  1x13  Cheyenne 
Ave. 

Treas.— C.  L.  VanAlstine.  505  N.  3rd  St., 
Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

WINDSOR  LODGE  No.  X84,  Windsor.  Ont.. 
meets  first  and  third  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m..  at 
Foresters'   Hall. 

President — George  Scott,  loi  Oak  Av«. 

Sec  J.  W.  Alldritt,  Box  406. 

Treas. — },  J.  Lonnee,  Box  406. 

MAD  RIVER  LODGE  No.  x88.  Dayton.  O., 
meets  first  Monday,  8  p.  m..  and  third  Sundav, 
o  a.  m.,  Engineers'  Hall.  Hollencamp  Block. 
Market  and  JefTerson  Sts. 

President — Wm.  M.  Thompson,  337  Huff- 
man Ave. 

Sec— M.  J.  O'Connor,  16  Beckel  St. 

Treas.— Wm.  A.  Miller,  134  Eaker  St. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  LODGE  No.  189. 
Dolton.  111.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at 
8  p.  m..  at  Lund's  Ilall,  Chicago  and  Lincoln 
Ave. 

President— John  E.  White. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — C.  D.  Culler.  Box  a  17. 

GREENVILLE  LODGE  No.  100,  Greenville. 
Tex.,  meets  first  and  third  Thursday  at  8 
p.  m. 

President.  Sec.  snd  Treas.— J.  W.  Hagan. 
119  Templeton  St. 


LYONS   LODGE   No.    loi.   Lyons,  N.  Y.. 

mceta  first  and  third  Monday  at  8  p.  m.,  at 

C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall. 
President— Jas.  McDermott.  Central  HoteL 
Treas. — Jamea  Harrison.  105  Geneva  St. 

FRANKLIN  PARK  LODGE  No.  193. 
Franklin  Park,  111.,  meets  first  Sunday  night 
at  8  o'clock,  and  third  Monday,  8  p.  xxl,  in 
Town  Hall. 

President— R.  Scott 

Sec— Albert  H.  Barton. 

Treas. — Frank   Brinkerhoff. 

Journal — M.  J.  Murphy,  Kolae,  111. 

KEYSTONE   LODGE   No.    194.    Hallstead. 
Pa.,  meets  first  Wednesday  at  7.30  p.  hl,  and 
third  Wednesday  at  7.30  a.  m..  at  Clune's  Hall. 
Main  St 
President— E.  Whited.  4>  Church  St 
Sec— Wm.  L.  Carroll.  4a  Main  St 
Treas.— Fred  Decker.  8  Rose  St 
Journal— Elmer  Whited. 

SEAL  ROCK  LODGE  No.  197.  San  Fran- 
Cisco.  Cal..  meets  second  and  fourth  Mondays 
at  8  p.  m..  in  Yeoman's  Hall,  comer  24th  and 
Mission  Sts. 

President— -Jas.    L.    Stewart   231    Mississippi 
Sec    and   Treas. — Frank    H.    Grube,    comet 
Beta  St.  and  Leland  Ave.,  Bay  Shore  Dist 

TERMINAL  LODGE  No.   xo8.  LitUe  Rock. 

Ark.,  meets  first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.. 

in  Vogel's  Hall. 
President— F.  H.  Bingham.  406  Maple  St 
Treas.— W.    J.    Meckel.    xox8    Walter    St 
Sec. — R.  M.  Huston.  912  Poplar  Ave. 

CHICAGO  LODGE  No.  199.  Chicago.  ilL. 
meets  second  Sunday  at  7.^0  p.  m.,  and  fourth 
Sunday  at  1.30  p.  m..  each  month,  at  151  E. 
Randolph  St 

President— M.  S.  Meehan,  8544  Jackson 
Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal — ^J.  W.  Hemen,  657  S. 
Morgan  St 

Treas.— E.  D.  Brough,  57a  E.  50th  St; 
phone,  Blue  X963. 


CONSTITUTION  LODGE  No.  200,  Boston. 
Mass.,  meets  first  md  third  Sundiy  evenings, 
669  E.  6th  St^  S.  Boston.  Mass. 

President — ^T.  C.  Lamb,  34  Crescent  St, 
Summerville,  Mass. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — ^J.  D.  Chisholm,  7  Cedar 
St.,  Charleston,  Mass. 

Journal — E.  J.  Demash,  233  Washington  St.. 
Dorchester.  Mass. 

HAPPY    DAY    LODGE    No.    201,    Buffalo, 
N.  y.,  meets  second  and   fourth   Friday  even- 
ing at '  8   o'clock,  third  Thursday  at  9  a.  m.. 
at  Boyer's  Hall,  cor.  Emslie  and  Swan  Sts. 
President— C.  M.  Casey,  52a  Perry  St 
Treas.-;- Win.  ^Krieger.  500  Howard  St_ 


Journal  and  Sec- 
land  Ave. 


O'Brien,  95  North- 


PASCO  LODGE  No.  202,  Pasco.  Wash. 
President — J.  A.  Steinhauser. 
Sec. — Ravifon'l  Olsen. 
Treas.— J.  J.  Bennett. 

MEADVILLE  LODGE  No.  203.  MeadviUe. 
Pa^  meets  at  Central  Labor  Union  Halt 
Treas. — Jaa.  A.  Haas.  580%  Arch. 
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EAST  SIDE  LODGE  No.  204.  St  Pftnl, 
Minn.,  meets  fint  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Central  Annex  Hall,  6th  and  WasUngton 
Sts. 

President— W.  G.  Murphy,  679  L'Orient  St. 

Sec — ^James  McAvor,  7^5  £.  7th  St. 

Treas.— P.  J.  Harrington,  so8  Pennsylvania 
Ave. 

Journal — Frank  Burke,  738  Payne  Ave. 

MIDWAY  LODGE  No.  306.  St.  P»«l, 
Minn.,  meets  first  and  third  Wednesday.  8 
p.  m.,  in  Columbia  Hall,  cor.  Prior  and  Unt 
versity. 

President— C  G.  Alexander,  1768  Blair  St. 

Sec  and  Journal — L.  A.  McMahon,  S094 
Marshall  Ave.,  Merriam  Park. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Lee,  Flat  4.  Crosby  BIk., 
Merriam  Park,   Minn. 

AUBURN    PARK   LODGE    No.    so8,    Chi- 
cago, 111.,  meets  first  and  third  Monday  at  8 
Lm.,   in    Auburn    Hall,   cor.    79th   St    and 
we  Ave. 

President  and  Journal — ^James  Finley,  7946 
Normal  Ave. 

Sec  and  Treas.— John  J.  Barrett,  7844  Union 
Ave.  

EVENING  STAR  LODGE  No.  sop.  Buffalo. 
N.  Y.,  meets  in  Boyer's  Hall.  eor.  Emslie  and 
Swan  Sts..  first  and  third  Ihursdays  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  and  third  Wednesday  at  8.30  a.  m. 
President— F.  T.  Sheehan,  lo  Oakdale  PL 
Sec— Jas.  E.  Collins,  142  Katherine  St 
Treas. — ^Jas.  A.  Flynn.  17  Norman  St 
Journal— W.  D.  Lewis,  185  Maurice  St 

MONONGAHELA  LODGE  No.  sio,  Pttts- 
burg.  Pa.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at 
7.30  p.  m.,  in  Weber's  Hall,  cor.  S7th  and 
Sarah  Sts.,  S.  S. 

President — Wm.    J.    Mangan,    99    ixth    St, 
S    S 
*Sec.— A.  E.  Wolf.  2618  Sarsh   St.   S.  S. 

Treas.  and  Journal— J.  W.  McDonald,  46 
33nd  St,  S.  S. 

OLD  KENTUCKY  LODGE  No.  214,  Lud- 
low,  Ky.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.. 
and  fourth  Thursday,  8  p.  m.,  in  Odd  Fellows' 
Hall. 

President — Frank  Camer,   xos   Oak  St. 

Sec— T.  J.  Murphy.  154  W.  Linden  St 

Treas.— \V.  G.  Chcrrington,  Park  St.,  La- 
tonia,  Ky. 

Journal— W.  J.  Van  Kirk,  11  Frost  Ave. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  LODGE  No.  2x6, 
Oklahoma  City.  Okla..  meets  first  and  second 
Mondaprs  at  10  a.  m.,  X105  S.  Robinson  St. 

President — ^A.  Landrum,  631  W.  Chuckucha 
St 

Sec  and  Treas.— G.  M.  Boucher,  526  W. 
California  St 

Journal — Pete  Ketthtmi,  care  Frisco  Ry. 

E.  T.  ENGLISH  LODGE  No.  si8,  Jersey 
Qty,  N.  J.,  meets  fourth  Thursday  at  8  a.  m., 
in  Butler's  Hall,  cor.  Third  and  Grnve  Sts. 

President- J.  J.  McKenney,  234  6th  St. 

Treas.— J.  F.  Welsh.  177  3d  St. 

Sec  and  Journal — ^W.  H.  Whitmore,  S40 
7th  St 

NICKEL  PLATE  LODGE  No.  aso,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  meets  fourth  Wednesday  at  8.30  p.  m., 
and  fourth  Saturday  at  9  a.  m.,  at  Boyer*s 
Hall.  cor.  Swan  ana  Emslie  Sts. 

President— J.  W.  Fleming,  2202  Main  St 

Sec.  and  Treas.— J.  A.  Deahl.  820  Elk  St. 

Journal— Wm.  Ryan,  801  Eagle  St 


LACKAWANNA  LODGE  No.  sat.  West 
Seneca,  N.  Y.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Fri- 
days at  8.30  p.  mM  and  fourth  Sunday,  8.30  a. 
m.,  at  Delaney's  Hall,  South  Park  Ave. 

President--Jno.  Wright,  4  Parkview  Ave., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y: 

Rec  Sec— H.  McGuire,  330  ad  St 

Treas.— -James  F.  Garvey,  419  Fulton  St, 
Buffalo.  N:  Y. 

Journal — ^Wm.  Nash,  900  Ridge  Road. 


MOUTH  OF  THE  KAW  LODGE  No.  »a», 
Kansas  City,  Kan.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  a 

5.  m.,  fourth  Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  at  soo  N. 
ames  St. 
Sec — Frank  Bums,  511  Sandusky. 
Treas. — Neil  Griffin,  11x7  Wyoming  Ave. 
Journal — Ouo    W.    Sparks,    x6i6    Belleview 


Ave.,  Kansaa  City,  Mo. 


STILL  CITY  LODGE  No.  224,  Peoria.  III., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m., 
in  Room  400,  sixth  floor,  Observatonr  Bidg. 

President — Wm.  J.  Deady,  406  Feraimmon 
St 

Sec  and  Journal — J,  H.  Brown,  306  Morton 
St 

Treas.— D.   M.   Smith,  123  Hancock  St 


PONTCHARTRAIN  LODGE  No.  225,  New 
Orleans.  La.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  8  p.  m., 
and  24tn  of  each  month  at  Mrs.  Loeper's  Hall. 
Annunciation  and  Erato,  at  8  p.  m. 

President— J.  P.  Clark.  934  Calliope  St 

Sec.  and  Treas.^W.  A.  Heatherington,  1203 
Annunciation  St. 

Journal — J.  V.  Hennessey,  2506  Thalia  St 


ERIE  LODGE  No.  226.  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
meets  in  Boyer's  Hall.  cor.  Emslie  and  Seneca 
Sts.,  first  and  third  Fridays  at  8  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Thursday  at  9  s*  m. 

President — D.J.  Maloney,  X4p  Maurice  St 

Sec— Martin  T.  Cooley.  06  Peabody  St. 

Fin.  Sec  and  Treas.— Jno.  J.  Whalen,  95 
VanRensselaer  St. 


ONTARIO  LODGE  No.  228,  Middletown. 
N.  Y..  meets  first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m., 
cor.  North  St.  and  Wickham  Ave..  Welch's 
Hall. 

President — Geo.  P.  Welch,  319  North  St. 

Sec — Thos.  L.  Girard,  11^  Lowe  Ave. 

Treas.— J.  W.  Wallace.  13  Fairvicw  Ave. 

Journal— Wm.  H.  Hariick,  N.  Wisner. 


ANTHRACITE  LODGE  Nc  229.  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday 
at  s  p.  m..  in  Building  and  Trades  Council 
Rooms.  West  Market  St. 

President— Wm.  A  McCall,  143   S.  Meade. 

Sec  and  Treas. — Geo.  Goodall,  s68  S.  Sute. 

Journal — John   Thomas,    191    Stanton    St 


KENSINGTON  LODGE  No.  230.  Chicago. 
111.,  meets  third  Thursday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Hen- 
derson's Hall. 

President — ^T.   Masterbrook,    11805   State   St 

Treas. — Hugh  Dean,  1x824  Michigan  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal — ^John  Slater,  10907  Curtis 
Ave. 
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Exact 

Size 

Debs 

Watch 
Fobs 


When  you  see 
one  of  the  Debs 
Watch  Fobs 
your  wonder 
will  be  that  we 
can  sell  them  at 
25  centH.  And 
we  could  never 
do  «o  but  for  the 
fact  that  we  or- 
dered the  enor- 
mous number  of 
20,000.  2.5  cents 
each,  $16  a  bun- 
dled. 
Appeal  to 

Reason* 

Girftrd,  Kas. 


T&n  Dmy9^  Fk 


THml 


allowed  on  every  bicycle  we  sell. 
We  9Mm  Off  il#Hiywi#  and  trial 

to  anyone  in  U.S.  wd  fnM^  th*  frtigkt. 
If  you  are  not  tatiified  with  bicycle  aAw 
using  It  trn  days  i»H't  p«iy  m  emt, 

Faciony  Pt4oam  Sj^  ^  \ 

pair  of  tires  from  a^uwiK  at  mtyr  pric*  nstU 
you  receive  our  latest  Art  CStSlaBi  of  Mfrh 
fifrade  bicycles  and  madrica  aad  Icani  oar  hw 
heard  pf  prices  aad  tmarvtUu*  tuw  ^mrt, 
H  Onty  Cools  a ccatto  wtlte  a po«al 
and  every thtn^r  i«^U  be  t«Bt  jrou  PMHi 
by  return  mail.  Yott  will  get  mudl  vatuBbla 
Inrirmation.  Oo  HUk  WsHl  writ* It  NmvI 
Tirvs,  Coaataf  BrakeSv  siagle  wiMda. 
parts,  repairs  and  sundries  at  hm{f  mnul pHe*s. 

MEAD  CYCLE  CO.,  D^pt.  CH2  CMmc» 


DRINK  HABIT 

Cured  at  Home 

without  loM  of  time.  It 
costs  less  thsn  drink.  No 
pablicitv.  I  destroy  all  de- 
sire for  intoxicstiug  liquors 
~st  once.  I  cure  the  dts- 
essed  or  weskened  conrii- 
tioi<8  of  organs  of  the  bod  v. 
I  have  cured  thousands  in 
the  16  yesrs  I  hsve  given  to 
this  work.  Not  One  patient 
dissstisfied.  Call  at  my  of- 
fice at  once  or  write  to  me. 
All  correspondence  coafi* 
dential. 

DR.  DANIEL  C.  BARTLETT 

Room  204, 269  Dearborn  Street  CHICAGO.  ILL. 


Tower  an^  Climax 


In   Malleable  Iron  or  Cast  Steel 

MALLEABLE  IRON  CASTINGS 
FOR   RAILROAD   PURPOSES 

The  National  Malleable  Castings  Co. 


Cleveland 


Chicago 


Indlaiupolb 


Toledo 


Sharon 


^l!erniMr^9it!^\i!^^ 


Yon  Can  Easily  Own  a  Diamond  or  Watch  Sir'crsJ.Tdtti'KJ^^Jrisri.S^fSJ 

UlurtraioM  of  aU  thst  !■  »rr«4  aad  attrutiTs  in  DlAtnondi,  Watchr*  ud  Jawelry.  Th«B,  in  tb»  prSTmcy  of  your  home  orolBc.  •eUrt  w'hafc 
•T.ryoud..ir.      WE  HESO  ON  AI'PMOVAL  the  good,  you  wi.h  toi«.     If  you  ilk,  then.  pITon^/flh  tErjrl^^  d^^^^^^^ 
the  b*lmam  ia  8  •Qukl  monthly  pajrmenti.     Your  credit  ii  lood  and  w«  Rire  you  the  adTantkcv  of  loweit  {>oMtbU  pricet.   We  make  IT'  or  110 
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Uow  does  this  look  to  you 
alter  using  that  old  heavy 
Rkeleton  bottom  lantern?  This 
is  Grips  wood  handled  lamp 
for  switchmen,  invented  by  an  old  switchman  of  twenty-flve  years' 
experience.  It  weighs  sixteen  oonoes.  The  price  of  this  lantern  is 
Sl.50e  or  for  1 5c  extrae  nuiklBd  a  total  of  $1 .65e  we  will  send  it 
express  prepaid  to  anv  part  of  the  u  nited  States,  we  have  no  olijeo- 
tions  to  sending  it  C.  O.  D.  (if  the  order  seems  sincere)  bat  it  will  be 
cheaper  for  you  in  send  the  money  in  advance,  we  do  not  send 
globes.  Your  company's  globe  is  guaranteed  to  fit  This  lantern  is 
made  for  a  small  or  No.  1  Dumer.  If  vour  company  does  not  Aimish 
this  size,  mention  same,  and  we  will  ramish  burner.  Write  for  fUll 
description,  and  prices  to  agents.  We  wish  to  establish  agencies  for 
these  lanterns  in  every  city  in  the  United  States,  and  we  solicit  cor- 
respondence fW>m  parties  wishing  to  become  our  agents.  These  lan- 
terns sell  at  sight.    Agencies  for  them  are  valuable. 

H.  J.  Brunner  Hardware  Co. 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO.  DISTRIBUTORS 

Or  T.  L.  MOORE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS 


Any  member  who  changes  hie  street  address  or  who  is  intending  to  move 
from  one  town  to  another  and  wishes  to  recelTe  his  Journal  promptly  and 
without  fail  Is  requested  to  fill  out  the  following  form  and  send  same  to  th« 
Editor  at  onoe: 

Name    Lodge  No 

Btreet Town State 

Hoe  moved  to Btreei 

Teum    Bta$e 


Advertise  in  the  Journal 
of  the  Switchmen's  Union 


Wnen  addressing  our  advertisers  mention  this  Journal.  GoOqIc 


But  or  the  Fmcs  Who  ADVEsnaE  ur  the  Journal. 


The  Lif e.  Writings  and  Public 
Addresses  of  Eugene  V.  Debs 

Special — The  first  icxx)  members  of  the  Switchmen's 
Union  who  use  the  order  blank  below  will  receive 
an  autograph  copy,  signed  by  Eugene  V.  Debs. 

The  book  is  a  larg^e,  handsome  volume,  containing:  a  history  of  the 
Life  of  Debs.  He  has  been  so  closely  involved  with  the  labor  move- 
ment in  general  and  wiih  the  formation  of  the  Switchmen's  Union  in 
particular  that  this  biography  alone  should  make  the  book  worth  the 
price  to  every  Union  Switchman.    In  addition  to  that  it  contains  all 

WRITINGS  AND  SPEECHES. 

Space  forbids  an  enumeration  of  all  the  book  contains  in  this  de- 
partment, but  the  topics  mainly  treated  are  as  follows: 

Trade  Unioiu.  How  Labor  is  Exploited. 

Injunctions.  Labor  Slavery. 

Strikes  and  BoycotU.  The  Ballot 
The  Rise  and  Progress  of  the     Socialism  and  Unionism. 

Ubor  Movement.  jhe  Socialist  RepubKc 

Apostrophe  to  Uborty.  x  Vuion  of  the  Future. 

Woman's  Place.  ji^^  I^g^e. 

Chad  Ubor.  You  Railroad  Men. 
The  Working  Qass. 

y 

The  book  is  fully  illustrated  with  half  tones        y'\y 
and  etchings  and  contains   a  full  page  ^y'^r  * 

portrait  of  Debs.  ^"'^^         A'i 

Remember  that  if  you  are  among  ^^y-j^ 
the  first  looo  to  order  you  will 
receive  an  autograph  copy 
personally  signed  by  him. 

Price  $2.00      X^ 


Wnen  addressing  our  advertiaera  mention  this  Journal. 
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AN  ADDRESS  TO  NON- 
UNION WORKERS   TO 

CONSIDBt  ORGANIZATION 


To  the  NonrUnion  Workingmen  of  all 
Crafts  and  Trades: 

During  the  past  few  months  we 
have  heard  many  complaints  emanat- 
ing from  your  side  of  the  house.  The 
burden  of  your  grievance  has  been  that 
you  were  forced  to  accept  reductions 
of  wages  ranging  from  10  to  60  per 
cent.;  in  some  cases  your  hours  of  la- 
bor were  increased  at  reduced  pay,  and 
in  other  instances  you  have  been 
driven  to  work  harder  than  ever  before 
in  order  to  turn  out  a  larger  product 

Naturally  that  means  hard  times  for 
you  and  yours.  Investigations  of  pub- 
lic officials  show  that  95  per  cent,  of 
the  appeals  for  charity  are  made  by 
non-union  workers,  and  that  their  liv- 
ing conditions  are,  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  most  deplorable. 

But  how  could  things  be  otherwise? 

Who  cares  for  youf 

Not  the  employers'  association  or 
corporation  that  you  work  for,  not 
those  unorganized  workers  like  your- 
self with  whom  you  compete — in  fact. 


you  do  not  even  care  for  yourself.  If 
you  did  honestly  and  intelligently  care 
for  yourself  you  would  learn  to  think, 
observe  the  conditions  that  surround 
you,  and  Join  hands  with  your  fellow- 
workers  who  are  organized,  and  assist 
in  overcoming  the  evils  and  disadvan- 
tages of  which  you  complain. 

While  your  wages  have  been  going 
down  and  hours  of  labor  were  in- 
creased in  many  instances,  the  union 
men  have  maintained  their  standard 
rates  of  wages  and  hours,  and  you  sel- 
dom hear  of  an  organized  man  running 
up  to  the  charitable  associations  beg- 
ging for  assistance. 

The  union  men  maintain  decent 
working  and  living  conditions  be- 
cause they  gave  out  the  word  good 
and  solid  when  the  frenzied  financiers 
brought  on  a  panic  last  fall  that  they 
(the  workers)  were  not  responsible  for 
the  money-mad  situation,  and  would 
fight  to  the  last  ditch  before  they 
would  surrender  what  they  had  gained 
after  hard  struggling. 
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If  you  doubt  our  word,  ask  the  union 
printers,  cigarmakers,  plumbers,  steiam- 
fltters,  molders,  brewers,  tailors,  car- 
penters, bricklayers,  electricians,  mu- 
sicians, or  any*  other  organized  work- 
ers, whether  their  wr.^es  are  not  the 
same  as  they  were  last  fall.  In  fact,  it 
is  these  men  who  have  money  to  spend 
that  keep  business  going,  rather  than 
being  dependent  and  a  clog  on  indus- 
try. 

Today  every  student  of  economics, 
every  philosopher,  every  honest  states- 
man, and  many  employers  admit  the 
necessity  of  labor  organization,  and 
they  frankly  declare  if  they  were  in 
the  working-class  ranks  they  would 
Join  trade  unions. 

Years  ago  Abraham  Lincoln  advised 
the  workingmen  to  organize  times 
without  number,  and  Wendell  Phillips 
spoke  at  m^y  labor  mass-meetings. 

William  E.  Gladstone  said  that 
"trade  unions  are  the  bulwarks  of  de- 
mocracies," and  the  late  Cardinal  Man- 
ning urged  the  workers  to  protect 
themselves  by  Joining  trade  unions. 

Prof.  J.  Thorold  Rogers,  of  the  chair 
of  political  economy  in  Oxford  Uni- 
versity, who  made  a  careful  investi- 
gation of  the  records  of  labor  condi- 
tions for  six  centuries  said:  "I  look  to 
the  trade  unions  as  the  principal 
means  of  benefiting  the  condition  of 
the  working  classes." 

Scores  of  other  men  whose  names  are 
familiar  in  every  household  might  be 
quoted  as  indorsing  trade  unions  un- 
reservedly, and  surely  they  can  not  be 
accused  of  partisanism,  and  conse- 
quently they  are  better  authorities 
than  the  unlearned  non-unionist  who 
permits  some  selfish  petty  boss  to  do 
his  thinking  for  him. 

The  unions  are  here,  are  necessary, 
toill  remain,  and  have  no  apologias  to 
offer. 

We  are  prepared  to  prove — 

That  the  unions  raise  wages.  The 
evidence  is  overwhelming. 

That  they  prevent  reductions  of 
wages.  Present  conditions  substantiate 
that  fact. 

That  they  reduce  the  hours  of  labor. 
Unorganized  trades  work  the  longest 
hours. 

That  they  aid  the  unemployed  mem- 
bers to  secure  work.  The  non-unionist 
receives  no  such  assistance. 

That  they  provide  for  the  sick  and 
help  the  widow  and  orphan. 


That  they  are  unequivocally  opposed 
to  child  labor  in  any  form. 

That  they  strive  to  secure  the  same 
compensation  for  women  received  by 
men  for  same  work  performed. 

They  they  are  helpful  to  the  family 
by  gaining  the  best  possible  terms  ob- 
tainable under  present  conditions. 

That  the  unions  are  respected. 
Power  wins  respect  from  everybody. 

That  they  reduce  excessive  and 
wasteful  competition. 

That  they  educate  the  workers  upon 
public  questions. 

That  they  inculcate  independence 
and  frown  upon  servility. 

That  they  develop  the  spirit  of  fra- 
ternity where  Jealousy  and  suspicion 
exist  among  the  unorganized. 

That  they  enlarge  the  acquaintances 
and  friendships  of  men. 

That  they  teach  co-operation,  the 
most  beneficent  rule  of  life. 

That  they  curb  selfishness  and  check 
the  greed  of  Individuals. 

Th^t  they  level  upward,  always 
striving  to  lift  the  wages  of  the  lowest 
paid. 

That  they  make  the  shop  a  better 
place  to  work  in  and  resent  the  tacttes 
of  foremen  who  are  inclined  to  bully. 

That  they  are  no  longer  an  experi- 
ment, as  a  century  of  effort  has  demon- 
strated. 

That  they  are  to  the  working  class 
what  the  trusts  and  corporations  are  to 
the  capitalist  class — scientific,  sys- 
tematic organizations  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  lot  of  those  inside.  But 
they  are  broader  and  more  unselfish 
than  trusts  and  corporations,  for  the 
latter  are  controlled  by  a  few  who  op- 
press the  many,  while  the  unions  are 
controlled  by  the  many,  oppress  none, 
and  strive  to  uplift  all  humanity. 

That  they  are  truly  American,  pat- 
terned after  the  Union  of  States,  and 
are  conducted  and  governed  in  a  demo- 
cratic spirit,  wherein  the  rights  of 
every  man  are  equal  to  those  of  every 
other  man. 

That  if  it  were  not  for  the  militancy 
of  the  unions  your  wages  would  be 
going  Chinaward,  the  struggle  for  ex 
istence  would  not  reach  a  higher  plane 
than  the  pauper  level  of  bare  subsist- 
ence, chaos  would  reign,  and  civiliza- 
tion itself  would  be  destroyed. 

Think  out  these  questions  yourself, 
study  economic  history,  observe  pres- 
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ent«4ay  conditlonB,  and  apply  the  facts 
in  considering  the  future. 

You  non-unionists,  who  hare  brought 
children  into  the  world  that  are  as  dear 
to  you  as  your  lives,  ask  yourselves 
what  heritage  will  you  leave  them, 
with  nearly  everything  in  trade  mon- 
opolized and  natural  opportunities 
closed  against  them  by  privilege! 

Whose  slave  is  your  child  going  to 

Can  not  you  men  in  the  metal  trades, 
in  the  clothing  trades,  in  the  building 
trades  or  other  lines  of  industry,  you 
who  are  still  unorganized,  understand 
that  if  you  Joined  the  organizations  of 
your  trade  and  in  solid  phalanx  stood 
for  a  square  deal  all  around,  you  would 
be  invincible? 

The  aggregate  annual  wealth  turned 
out  by  labor  of  our  time  is  staggering 
in  its  immensity,  and  you  have  a  right 
to  expect  more  of  that  wealth  for  the 
enjoyment  of  yourself  and  family,  in- 
stead of  heaping  it  up  in  piles  for  a 


few  thousand  multi-millionaires  who 
are  unable  to  use  it.  You  have  an  in- 
herent right  to  really  and  truly  enjoy 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness. But  you  must  enforce  that  right 
through  organization.  Just  as  your  fore- 
fathers did. 

Yea,  you  men  who  feed,  clothe,  and 
house  the  nation  have  the  absolute  and 
indisputable  right  to  govern  that  na^ 
tion,  and  there  are  none  that  dare  say 
you  nay  if  you  but  have  the  courage, 
the  pluck,  and  the  will  to  unite. 

Make  up  your  mind  now  and  reg- 
ister a  solemn  pledge  that  you  will 
stand  in  your  own  light  no  longer;  go 
to  the  union  in  your  trade,  apply  for 
admission,  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  your  fellows,  and  share  with 
them  your  Joys  and  sorrows,  as  they 
will  share  theirs  with  you. 

And  may  God  bless  you  for  being 
faithful  and  true  to  yourself,  your 
family,  your  class,  and  your  country! 
— Cleveland  Citizen, 


THE  SON  OF  MAN. 


We  copy  from  the  Chicago  Pu})lic  for 
May  29th  as  follows:  "Referring  to 
President  Roosevelt's  policies,  Mr. 
Bryan  said  in  his  recent  speech:  *A 
Republican  asked  me  if  I  did  not  think 
President  Roosevelt  had  talked  too 
much  and  acted  too  little.  I  answered 
by  asking,  what  could  a  person  do 
whose  hands  were  tied  behind  his  back 
by  a  lot  of  highwaymen  and  he  had 
nothing  left  but  his  voice?  Would  you 
not  give  him  credit  for  making  a 
noise?' "    . 

That  fine  sally  of  Mr.  Bryan  can 
be  applied,  with  greater  or  less  em- 
phasis, to  all  the  chief  rulers  of  all  na- 
tions in  all  historical  ages.  The  worst 
despot  has  had  his  hands  tied  by  an 
autocratic  ring  or  by  the  traditions  of 
his  people.  The  most  democratic  king 
or  president  of  any  republic  has  thus 
far  had  his  hands  tied  by  a  constitu- 
tion. All  governments  have  been  ruled 
by  land  and  wealth  monopoly.  And  no 
worse  rule  can  be  conceived  on  earth 
after  all. 

Christ  alone  has  given  us  the  spe- 
cific principles  on  which  a  real  de- 
mocracy can  exist  among  men.     He 


alone  stood  by  the  democratic  consti- 
tution of  the  Father,  whose  laws  are 
no  respecter  of  persons,  because  they 
simply  respect  the  fixed  morality  of 
time  eternal,  ^nd  that  is  the  morality 
that  all  human  governments  have 
trampled  upon  in  forms  open  or  hid- 
den. The  latter  are  far  more  criminal 
than  the  former.  The  more  we  hide 
sin,  the  more  difficult  it  is  for  us  to  de- 
stroy it,  because  less  visible  to  most  of 
us.  Then,  each  generation,  or  frag- 
ment of  it,  exhausts  itself  in  simply 
suppressing  certain  incidental  wrongs 
that  have  become  too  unpleasant  to 
some  of  us.  We  thus  are  constantly 
dealing  with  effects,  because  unwill- 
ing to  grasp  the  cause  that  forever 
keeps  alive  certain  manifestations  of 
our  bottom  collective  selfishness  in- 
grained in  the  so-called  fundamental 
law  of  each  nation,  repudiating  the 
simple  altruism  of  all  universal  law, 
fundamental  or  incidental. 

President  Woodrow  Wilson,  in  his  re- 
cent address  at  Princeton,  said: 
"The  tendency  of  the  time  is  to  merge 
the  individual  into  some  form  of  or- 
ganization, what  we  call  leagues,  alli- 
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ances,  unions,  brotherhoods,  corpora- 
tions, trusts.  This  confusion  and  dis- 
traction of  modern  nations  breeds  a 
dreadful  malady— that  is,  lack  of  in- 
dividual courage,  of  individual  thought 
and  action.  The  need  of  the  time,  in 
our  country  especially,  is  that  of  men 
who  can  form  their  own  moral  judg- 
ments, and  speak  them  fearlessly,  and 
square  their  lives  with  them.  Sooner 
or  later  the  moralist  must  dictate  both 
to  the  lawyer  and  to  the  man  of  busi- 
ness." 

Oh,  if  we  Important  citizens  of  our 
big,  important  nations  could  abide  by 
those  beautiful  thoughts,  the  last  one 
especially!  But  can  we  prove  that  our 
great  nations  are  not  already  too  big 
for  them  to  be  easy  to  properly  recon- 
struct themselves?  Is  it  not  much 
easier  for  five  or  ten  men  to  agree  with 
each  other  than  for  any  ten  millions  or 
more?  The  moral  law  is  the  same  in 
all  cases,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
numbers.  All  the  same,  complications 
increase,  and  the  clash  of  opinions  be- 
comes more  Intense,  or  lacks  the  righ* 
kind  of  intensity,  as  multitudes  pile 
themselves  up  in  larger  and  larger  na- 
tions. 

The  actual  or  supposed  need  of 
the  many  combinations  to  which  Presi- 
dent Wilson  has  referred,  that  neces- 
sarily implies  the  wretchedness  of  the 
mother  combination,  of  the  social  or- 
ganism that  we  see  fit  to  have.  Healthy 
nations  would  not  need  any  of  the  com- 
binations practically  destroying  the 
healthy  individuality  of  all  of  us  as  in- 
dividual citizens.  Then,  it  is  doubtful 
If  healthy  citizenship  shall  ever  be  had 
until  we  become  not  only  sound,  broad 
citizens  of  this  or  that  nation,  but  also 
citizens  of  God's  nation,  citizens  of  hu- 
manity. All  natural  and  divine  law  is 
essentially  international,  interplane- 
tary, interstellar,  universal.  Hence, 
the  crime  of  all  imperialistic  policies 
denying  to  any  other  social  groups  the 
right  of  self-rule  on  the  Pharisaical 
plea  that  we  alone,  superior  nations, 
can  know  what  is  good  for  other  races, 
when  we  ourselves  are  still  ruled  by 
absurdities  and  sinful  processes. 

Give  to  any  nation  or  group  of  men 
the  natural  power  and  right  to  grasp 
and  actualize  the  perceptions  of  sani- 
tation and  equity  embodied  in  the 
fibers  of  the  universe,  in  divine  com- 
mands, and  men  can  live  on  earth  a 
life  as  relatively  glorious  and  complete 


as  any  group  of  angels  or  archangels 
anywhere  in  space  infinite,  close  to 
God's  throne  of  glory,  with  all  its  pos- 
sible sublimities  and  Joys. 

Tes,  as  President  Wilson  has  said. 
''The  moralist  should  dictate  both  to 
the  lawyer  and  to  the  man  of  busi- 
ness." That  implies  that  the  moralist 
should  legislate  the  laws  of  nations. 
We  all,  important  citizens  of  nations, 
we  all  should  be  moralists.  Are  we 
anything  of  the  kind?  .  .  .  The 
boss,  employer,  corporation,  trust,  mer- 
ger, syndicate,  capitalist,  investor, 
.rents,  interest,  dividends,  mortgages, 
stocks,  profit,  wages,  salaries,  labor, 
capital,  ...  the  morality  of  the 
universe  has  nothing  to  do  with  those 
words,  in  the  sense  we  use  them  and 
the  way  we  apply  them.  All  such  words 
are  but  redoubts  in  the  citadel  of  King 
Monopoly.  "The  annual  earnings  of 
the  honest,  useful  worker  for  the  full 
life  of  all  workers" — ^that  is  the  only 
Industrial  reality  in  the  order  of  nat- 
ural morality,  in  the  divine  plan  of 
human  development 

Outside  the  action  and  laws  of  civ- 
ilization the  natural  resources  of  the 
planet  have  no  money  or  exchange 
value.  All  economic  land  values  are 
then  the  exclusive  product  of  the  so- 
cial group,  and  naturally  belongs  to  so- 
ciety as  a  whole  for  the  needs  of  the 
government  we  may  wish  to  have. 
Without  the  abomination  of  especial 
privileges  from  government  or  society 
to  some  men,  no  infiated  land  values 
could  then  exist,  and  the  collection  of 
economic  annual  land  values  for  pub- 
lic needs  would  free  all  production  and 
exchange  from  the  unjust  taxation  that 
government  has  always  imposed  upon 
the  wealth  producers,  so  as  to  evolve 
and  keep  alive  the  great  and  thus  far 
perpetual  crimes  of  land  monopoly. 
Without  special  privileges  and  with 
land  values  taxation,  all  wealth  would 
then  go  to  the  workers  who  produce  it 
We  would  then  have  industrial  honesty 
in  lieu  of  the  industrial  dishonesty  of 
all  nations  thus  far.  We  would  then 
enjoy  a  civilization  in  accord  with  di- 
vine ideals. 

The  very  title  that  Christ  gave  to 
himself,  "The  Son  of  Man,"  that  title 
implies  that  the  human  individual  has 
been  granted  the  power  to  perform  the 
most  magnificent  function  in  creation. 
That  title  means,  of  course,  the  need 
of  a  sensible  civilization  giving  to  all 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


721 


individuals  the  full,  equal  opportunity 
to  attain  completion,  the  kind  needed 
on  earth.  That  title  is,  then,  a  per- 
petual condemnation  of  the  senseless 
conditions  thus  far  established  on 
earth  by  those  who  have  constantly 
assumed  to  be  better  fellows  than  other 
fellows,  and  yet  have  never  legislated 
sensible  laws.  That  sin  may  go  on 
until  humanity  is  destroyed.  Bven  then 
the  beauty  of  God  is  justified  by  the 
fact  that  we  have  received  the  power 
to  establish  righteousness  on  earth  Just 
as  soon  as  the  best  fellows  may  see  fit 
to  have  it.  That  stops  all  right  to 
brag  on  the  part  of  all  of  us  important 
chaps. — Jose  Oros,  in  Machinists'  Jour 
nal.         

^'Whoistherriendof  the 
Workingman?'' 

At  this  stage  of  political  activity  in 
the  campaign  verging  on  the  election 
of  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States  strenuous  efforts  are  being  put 
forth  to  catch  the  votes  of  the  man  who 
works  for  wages.  All  parties  are  using 
the  same  bait  to  catch  the  fish — that  of 
pretending  to  be  the  friend  of  the 
workingman.  The  question  is:  what 
has  the  great  Republican  party  done 
for  the  toiler  in  their  years  of  su- 
premacy? Wages  have  increased  among 
the  organized  people;  commodities 
have  increased  for  all  people,  and  few 
of  the  much-needed  laws  have  been  en- 
acted that  are  beneficial  to  the  toiler, 
and  we  might  add,  the  only  national 
law  ever  enacted  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  workingmen  was  declared  uncon- 
stitutional by  the  Supreme  Court, 
while  the  national  lawmakers  were  in 
session,  yet  they  were  content  to  dis- 
band, leaving  the  American  Working- 
man  unprotected.  Is  our  great  Repub- 
lican party  the  friend  of  the  toorking- 
man? 

Let  us  also  ask  the  question  of  the 
great  Democratic  party.  What  have 
they  dome  for  the  workingman  during 
their  years  of  supremacy?  The  bottom 
has  fallen  out  of  the  full  dinner-pail 
during  the  Democratic  administration 
as  well  as  it  has  during  the  present  Re- 
publican administration.  All  the 
promises  in  the  past,  made  by  the 
Democratic  party  to  the  toiler  have 
been  unfulfilled.  And  surely  they  have 
been  in  power  many  years  and  had 
ample  time  to  make  good.  Is  the  great 
Democratic  party  the  friend  of  the 
toorkingmanf 


The  Prohibition  party  has  fought 
loyally  to  kill  one  of  the  workingmen's 
worst  enemies,  the  liquor  habit  And 
we  wish  them  God-speed  in  their  ef- 
forts, but  beyond  the  liquor  question 
we  cannot  see  that  they  offer  any  ex- 
ceptional advantages  to  the  working- 
man  in  the  way  of  protection  of  his 
rights  or  the  advancement  of  his  Just 
cause.  Is  the  great  Prohibition  party 
the  "fHend  of  the  workingmanf  Is  it 
not  a  fact  that  the  laboring  man  has  a 
conundrum  to  solve  when  he  endeavors 
to  answer  the  question,  ''who  is  the 
friend  of  the  nvorkingmanr  Is  the  la- 
boring man  not  tired  of  living  on  prom- 
ises and  has  he  not  been  bluffed  and 
browbeaten  to  his  own  satisfaction? 
Surely  his  years  of  waiting  for  Justice 
from  the  political  parties  that  have 
been  In  power  with  the  old  battle-cry, 
"we  are  the  friend  of  the  workingman," 
has  become  distasteful  to  him.  And 
has  the  time  not  come  when  the  labor- 
ing man  must  look  elsewhere  than  to 
the  great  political  parties  that  have 
been  in  power  for  his  needed  legisla- 
tion? Would  it  not  be  more  expedient 
to  trust  a  new  party  than  to  again  have 
confidence  in  those  who  have  betrayed 
us  in  the  past?  These  are  days  when 
the  laboring  man  should  be  thinking 
very  seriously  over  the  political  situa- 
tion. If  the  much-needed  reforms  are 
to  come  through  the  placing  in  power 
of  the  Socialist  party,  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  every  man  who  toils  for  wages 
to  vote  the  Socialist  ticket  They 
stand  for  equality  and  justice,  and  for 
that  the  toiler  earnestly  prays,  and 
would  it  not  be  better  to  trust  the  So- 
cialist party  and  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  good  than  It  would  be 
to  vote  for  either  of  the  political  par- 
ties that  have  been  In  power  and  by  so 
doing  vote  to  be  kept  in  bondage.  Is 
the  Socialist  party  the  "friend  of  the 
workingmanV  The  workingman  may 
form  a  new  national  labor  party,  think- 
ing that  by  so  doing  he  may  gain  the 
desired  end,  but  relief  will  come  the 
sooner  through  a  party  that  is  already 
organized  in  every  state  In  the  Union 
As  the  workers  of  the  United  States 
cannot  afford  to  wait  until  after  the 
present  campaign  Is  over  and  then  de- 
cide to  do  something.  Think  it  over 
and  vote  for  the  party  that  will  give 
you  justice.  The  question  is,  "Who  is 
the  friend  of  the  workingman?** — The 
Railroad  Freight  Baggageman  and 
Clerk  Advocate, 
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"THE  MOST  INTERESTING 

PHENOMENON  OE  THE 

TWENTIETH  CENTURY." 


The  following  address  was  delivered 
by  RufuB  W.  Weeks,  actuary  and  sec- 
ond vice-president  of  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company,  at  an  annual 
dinner  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  High  School,  Newark,  N.  J.  The 
title  of  his  address  was  "The  Most  In- 
teresting Phenomenon  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Century:" 

"That  great  movement  of  which  we 
have  seen  the  beginning  in  the  nine- 
teenth century,  and  of  which  the  twen- 
tieth century  is  very  likely  to  see  the 
consummation,  is  the  uprising  of  the 
working  class.  Before  speaking  of  this 
movement,  let  me  spend  a  few  uninter- 
esting moments  in  definitions.  By  the 
term  working  class  is  meant  those  peo- 
ple who  work  with  their  hands  for 
wages;  the  term,  therefore,  does  not  in- 
clude all  workers,  by  any  means,  but 
only  that  largest  section  of  the  work- 
ers called  the  manual  proletariat, 
whom  the  conditions  of  their  employ- 
ment force  into  a  potentiality  of  com- 
mon feeling  and  thought,  of  a  common 
indignation,  a  sense  of  common  needs, 
and  a  sense  of  power  in  common  ac- 
tion. 

•'Other  workers  have  not  this  po- 
tentiality of  community-consciouElness, 
for  instance,  there  are  the  farmers,  the 
clerks,  the  professional  workers.  The 
farmers  imagine  themselves  independ- 
ent units,  and  do  not  know  the  trick 
of  coalescing  for  common  advance;  the 
clerks  all  imagine  themselves  to  be  on 
the  road  to  be  head-clerks  or  even  cor- 
poration officials,  and  so  cannot  league 
together  in  comradeship;  the  profes- 
sional worker  is  dominated  by  pride  in 
his  individual  ability  and  training,  and 
so  he  cannot  grasp  the  notion  of  mu- 
tual help  as  the  main  hope. 

"The  working  class,  then,  the  prole- 
tariat, so-called,  means  those  who  are 
hired  in  herds,  mostly  by  corporations, 
and  mostly  to  work  at  machines  of  one 
kind  or  another;  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  corporation  they  are  sim- 
ply an  extension  of  the  machine.    This 


very  merging  of  these  men  into  the 
machine  throws  them  into  an  unity 
with  each  other;  it  is  an  education,  it 
teaches  the  hopelessness  of  resistance 
except  by  the  way  of  mutual  help;  and 
so  from  guerillas  they  are  forced  to  be- 
come a  phalanx.'  Slowly,  slowly,  the 
lesson  is  ground  into  them,  slowly  the 
phalanxes  themselves  learn  the  trick  of 
grouping  into  an  army.  An  army  of 
resistance,  not  essentially  of  aggres- 
sion; for  their  effort  is  to  resist  that 
inexorable,  inevitable,  constant  pres- 
sure which  is  inherent  in  the  capitalist 
system  of  production — ^the  pressure  by 
the  emplojring  class  to  get  the  utmost 
possible  product  out  of  the  worker  for 
the  least  possible  share  of  that  product 
It  is  this  pressure  and  the  answering 
resistance  which  are  called  the  class- 
struggle;  the  class-struggle  is,  hence,  a 
mathematical  and  economic  fact, 
though  so  many  of  our  pastors  and 
masters  unite  in  pious  rebukes  of  the 
wicked  agitator  who  points  out  that 
fact. 

Ballots  Instead  of  Strikes. 

"Now  what  is  the  weapon  with 
which,  thus  far,  the  working  class  has 
been  fighting  in  this  war?  Only  that 
poor,  pathetic  weapon,  ceasing  to  work 
comically  miscalled  'striking.*  Their 
own  starvation  is  their  weapon, 
coupled,  of  course,  with  clumsy  efforts 
to  enforce  the  dictates  of  class  ethic? 
upon  those  weak-conscienced  indi- 
viduals who  shirk  the  call  to  starva- 
tion. 

"But  now  it  is  dawning  on  the  mind 
of  the  proletarian  giant  that  there  is 
another  weapon  handy;  we  of  the  'bet- 
ter classes'  created  it  for  him  when  we 
established  universal  suffrage,  and  we 
put  the  possibility  of  the  use  of  it  into 
his  mind  when  we  established  uni- 
versal education.  Gifts,  these  (the  suf- 
frage and  education),  which  having 
once  given  we  can  never  take  back 
The  new  weapon  is  the  ballot;  and 
what  will  it  mean  when  the  working 
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class  awakes  and  takes  this  weapon  in 
liand  to  work  out  its  mind?  The  bal- 
lot means  the  whole  power  of  the 
State;  courts,  police,  army;  and  what 
^^rlll  happen  when  the  working  class 
takes  in  hand  all  these  powers  to  es- 
tablish and  enforce  the  idea  of  Justice 
innate  in  its  mind? 

"Even  in  this  country  the  numerical 
predominance  of  the  working  class 
STOWS  apace.  The  successive  censuses 
tell  the  story  in  such  items  as  these: 
The  rapidly  diminishing  ratio  of  farm 
owners  to  the  entire  population,  th«i 
decimation  and  reduction  to  powerless- 
ness  of  the  small  independent  business 
men,  the  deposition  of  the  male  clerk 
by  his  sister,  and,  greatest  of  all,  the 
enormous  increase  of  the  factory  popu- 
lation. The  coming  dominance  of  the 
working  class  even  here  is  as  sure  as 
mathematics;  in  Europe  it  is  already 
a  numerical  fact;  and  twenty  years  ago 
I  heard  James  Bryce  say  that  the  dras- 
tic use  of  this  power  is  only  a  matter 
of  a  few  years,  being  a  corollary  of  the 
universal  suffrage.  The  ballot-armed 
proletariat,  awake  and  aware,  will  then 
be  able  to  work  out  its  purpose.  The 
grave  question  now  is:  What  will  that 
purpose  be? 

"There  is  in  the  world  a  group  of 
thinkers  who  think  they  know  the  an- 
swer to  this  question.  This  group  is 
international.  Its  members  are  most 
numerous  in  Germany,  next  in  France, 
but  increasing  now  in  Great  Britain 
and  rapidly  in  this  country.  These  men 
are  unsparing  analysts,  and  inexorable 
forecasters;  they  have  sounded  the 
depths  of  the  self-conscious  proletarian 
mind,  and  they  have  announced  what 
the  will  of  the  working  class  is  to  be, 
as  fast  as  it  comes  to  its  sense  of  it- 
self. Of  course,  there  are  critics 
aplenty  in  the  cultured  classes  who 
handle  the  conclusions  of  this  group 
with  all  shades  of  condemnation  and 
contempt;  but  these  critics  are  them- 
selves of  many  and  shifting  schools, 
and  amidst  them  all  what  alone  re- 
mains unchanged  is  the  terrible  certi- 
tude of  the  Socialists,  for  by  this  namo 
is  known  the  group  I  mean.  They 
alone  feel  they  know  the  future;  none 
of  their  critics  dare  speak  with  any 
confidence  of  an  alternative  outlook. 

Socialists   and   Ancient   Ghbistians. 

"Standing,  as  I  do,  before  you,  and 
speaking  of  the  Socialist  movement,  I 


feel  something  as  a  possible  ancient  in- 
carnation of  myself  might  have  felt 
standing  before  an  audience  of  cul- 
tured and  refined  persons  in  Rome  at 
the  end  of  the  first  century,  trying  to 
talk  to  them  of  the  Ghristians.  For, 
as  soon  as  the  word  'Socialism'  is  pro- 
nounced, the  average  person  thinks  of 
something  subterranean,  something 
fantastic,  a  mixture  of  a  lovely  dream 
and  a  dynamic  nightmare;  and  that  is 
just  what  the  educated  Roman  thought 
of  if  any  one  said  'Ohristian'  to  him. 
The  average  Roman  of  culture  and  re- 
finement looked  with  aversion  upon  the 
Christians  as  underminers  and  over- 
throwers  of  the  existing  social  order 
and  institutions,  Just  as  today  the  same 
kind  of  person  looks  upon  the  Socialists 
as  workers  towards  some  cataclysmic 
horror. 

"The  resemblance  goes  further.  Even 
as  the  disreputable  Christians  were  at 
that  moment  the  potential  lords  of  the 
future,  so  may  at  this  moment  be  tho 
despised  Socialists;  and  for  parallel 
reasons.  The  Christians  had  the  fu- 
ture because  they  were  the  only  set  of 
men  possessed  of  a  clear  and  passion- 
ate conviction  in  the  midst  of  a  tumul- 
tuous world  of  weltering  half-beliefs 
and  of  cruel  selfishness;  today  it  is 
likely  that  the  Socialists  have  the  fu- 
ture, because  the  world  of  today  is  a 
tumultuous  sea  of  half-held  beliefs, 
and  of  the  cross  purposes  of  the  self- 
seeking  powerful;  and  the  Socialists 
are  the  only  compact  body  of  men  in 
sight  who  know  what  they  believe  and 
what  they  are  resolved  on. 

"Further  runs  the  parallel;  the 
Christians  succeeded  because  the  doc- 
trine they  preached  was  one  which  had 
an  irresistible  fascination  for  the 
masses  In  the  promise  it  held  out  to 
them  of  a  world  of  bliss  close  by,  only 
separated  from  them  by  the  easy  door 
of  martyrdom ;  the  Socialists,  it  seems., 
must  prevail  because  their  doctrine  has 
an  irresistible  attraction  for  the  masses 
of  today — promising,  as  it  does,  a  sur- 
cease of  sordid  struggle — ^with  only  one 
door  to  pass  before  entering  upon  that 
better  state,  the  door  of  a  triumphant 
election. 

"How  the  history  of  these  times  to 
be  written  by  and  by  will  speak  of  the 
Socialists  may,  perhaps,  be  guessed 
from  what  the  venerable  German  his- 
torian, Mommsen,  said  of  them  a  year 
or  twe  since:    'Today  this  is  the  only 
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great  party  which  has  a  claim  to  polit- 
ical respect.* 

No  Product;   No  Income. 

"Supposing,  then,  that  the  Socialists 
have  read  truly  the  subconscious  mind 
of  the  proletariat  which  is  to  fix  the 
ways  of  the  future  community — ^let  us 
go  on  to  ask  what  those  ways  are  to 
be?  What,  first,  is  to  be  the  standard 
of  right  and  Justice?  To  this,  the  So- 
cialists say  that  the  workers*  law  will 
be:  *No  product,  no  income;'  that 
every  man  must  be  a  producer,  or  be 
actually  useful  to  the  producers,  or  else 
be  scorned  and  denied  share  in  the 
product.  One  puff  of  the  giant's  breath 
will  blow  away  all  that  fine  mechanism 
of  law  and  business  through  which  we 
now  mulct  the  product  of  the  worker 
on  all  sides  under  such  guises  as  rent, 
interest,  profit,  fee  and  salary.  The 
only  citizenship  held  honorable  will  be 
economic  citizenship — comradeship  in 
production  and  in  the  sharing  of  pro- 
duct. 

"If  in  this  attempt  to  read  the  social 
mathematics  of  the  times  I  have  read 
aright,  it  appears  that  the  working 
class  are  to  be  our  masters!  Let  us 
hope  they  will  be  good  to  us.  After  all 
they  will  demand  no  more  of  us  than 
the  Northern  states  demanded  of  the 
Southern — ^to  come  in  and  be  one  with 
them  on  equal  terms.  We  of  the  'cul- 
tured and  business  classes  will  have  to 
go  into  the  game  on  the  new  condi- 
tion— the  condition  of  being  useful  to 
the  workers — or  else  will  have  to  get 
out  of  the  game.  In  the  latter  case  we 
shall,  of  course,  have  to  get  off  the 
ground  where  the  great  co-operative 
machine  is  working.  I  see  in  fancy 
the  bulk  of  us  shipped  to  some  island — 
clerks,  ministers,  professors,  storekeep- 
ers, bankers,  lawyers,  Insurance  men, 
speculators,  gentlemen  all — and  there, 
without  any  producers  to  make  a  living 
out  of.  trying  to  get  salaries  or  profits 
out  of  one  another. 

"This  discussion  ought  to  be 
summed  up  in  a  concluding  definition; 
but  Socialism  is  a  living  phenomenon, 
and,  like  all  live  things,  eludes  defini- 
tion. A  live  thing  can  be  viewed  at  so 
many  different  angles,  and,  besides,  it 
changes  so  insensibly  from  moment  to 
moment,  that  to  sit  down  and  make  an 
all-around  definition  of  it  is  a  task 
nearly  hopeless.  The  militant  move- 
ment of  today  known  as  Socialism  I 
should  define  from  the  point  of  view  of 
this  present  treatment  as  follows: 


Militant  Socialism. 

"Militant  Socialism  is  the  attempt  to 
formulate  the  sense  of  Justice  and  the 
will  of  the  working  class;  further,  it  is 
the  doctrine  that  that  will  ought  to  be, 
and  must  be,  and  will  be,  the  scheme 
of  life  of  civilized  mankind  in  the  near 
future.  The  humble  origin  of  this  doc- 
trine makes  it  hard  for  the  educated 
class  to  grasp  its  intellectual  worthi- 
ness ;  and  the  seeming  fact  that  the  doc- 
trine is  against  the  interests  of  the 
educated  classes  makes  it  hard  for 
them  to  see  its  moral  worthiness. 
Hence  not  many  of  the  educated  may 
be  counted  on  to  rally  around  the  stan- 
dard of  Socialism;  and  here  again  we 
may  find  a  close  parallel  with  the  early 
days  of  Christianity.  It  was  said  then: 
'Not  many  wise  men,  not  many  mighty, 
not  many  noble  are  called;  but  God 
hath  chosen  the  foolish  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  wise;  and  God 
hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  things  which  are 
mighty;  and  base  things  of  the  world, 
and  things  which  are  despised,  hath 
God  chosen,  yea,  and  things  which  are 
not,  to  bring  to  naught  things  that 
are.' 

"The  record  of  the  gospels,  especially 
the  gospel  of  Luke,  suggests,  to  those 
who  will  read  it  over  without  bias,  a 
view  of  the  Carpenter  of  Nazareth  very 
different  from  the  traditional  view. 
There  are  many  such  students  who 
hold  that  He  was  a  thorough-going  pro- 
letarian, and  that  one  large  section  of 
His  religion  has  been  ignored  from  the 
start  by  the  ecclesiastical  machines 
which  have  claimed  to  represent  Him, 
and  that  the  social  justice  and  uni- 
versal brotherhood  which  He  pro- 
claimed can  come  only  as  a  sequel  to 
the  uprising  of  the  working  class. 

"The  next  question  we  ask  of  the  So- 
cialists is  how  this  fine  canon  of  jus- 
tice is  to  be  put  into  action — in  what 
way  is  industry  to  be  carried  on?  The 
answer  of  the  Socialists  is  that  that 
will  be  the  affair  of  the  experts  who 
will  have  it  in  hand  when  the  time 
comes.  The  proletariat,  familiar  with 
machinery  and  with  its  exact  sequence 
of  effect  from  appliance,  reverent  also 
of  science,  will  entrust  to  scientific  men 
the  direction  of  its  process,  precisely  as 
now  do  the  stockholders  of  a  corpora- 
tion. There  is  now  developing  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  world — ^notably  in  Eng- 
land and  Belgium — a  science  of  co- 
operation, which  is  producing  a  corps 
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of  specialists  in  that  best  and  finest  of 
all  sciences,  and  an  army  of  workers 
disciplined  in  applying  it.  And  it  is  to 
such  trained  hands  that  the  task  will 
be  entrusted  of  replacing  our  present 
Antiquated,  clumsy,  indirect  process  of 
production  and  distribution  by  a  sim- 
ple direct  process. 

"At  this  point  it  is  likely  that  some- 
one is  thinking,  'A  moment  ago  you 
called  our  present  system  a  fine  me- 
chanism, and  now  you  call  it  a  clumsy 
process.*  Well,  it  is  either — according 
to  the  point  of  view.  As  a  machine  for 
abstracting  from  the  worker  the  larg- 
est possible  share  of  his  product — 
mainly  in  insensible  ways — it  is  a  mar- 
vel of  ingenuity  and  effectiveness, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  looked  at 
with  regard  to  its  economic  function, 
its  contribution  to  human  welfare,  its 
only  true  reason  for  existence — ^which 
is  the  production  of  the  largest  possibles 
volume  of  useful  commodities  and  the 
distribution  of  these  commodities  as 
widely  and  as  evenly  as  possible — it  is 
a  rude  and  clumsy  machine. 

"The  experts  in  co-operation  whom 
the  dominant  proletariat  will  place  in 
charge  of  affairs  will  certainly  abolish 
this  absurd  system;  their  problem  will 
be  to  devise,  or,  rather,  discover,  the 
new,  direct,  co-operating  process.  It 
will  also  be  their  task  to  change  the 
transition  from  the  old  to  the  new  with 
such  precision  that  no  disastrous  jar 
shall  intervene.  The  case  is  like  that 
of  replacing  an  old  railroad  bridge  by  a 
new — as  we  have  seen  it  done  here  in 
Newark;  the  new  bridge  built  and 
ready,  but  the  trains  continuing  to 
cross  the  old  on  schedule  to  a  certain 
moment  of  a  certain  day,  when  the  new 
is  slipped  into  place,  the  old  drawn 
away,  and  the  trains  run  on  without 
stop  or  delay." 


Labor  Unions  and  the  Family. 

From  the  very  dawn  of  civilization 
down  to  the  present  day  the  family  has 
been  recognized  as  the  unit  upon 
which  rests  the  whole  structure  of  the 
nation.  In  the  days  of  the  Roman  re- 
public, for  instance,  the  primary  or- 
ganization in  political  system  was  the 
"gens,"  or  family.  Various  families 
went  to  make  up  the  "comita,"  or  tribe, 
and  a  combination  of  all  the  tribes 
made  up  the  "Res  Republica"— the  re- 
public, the  nation. 


With  advance  of  civilization  and  the 
development  of  the  science  of  govern- 
ment the  tribal  organization  has  been 
done  away  with  by  the  more  civilized 
nations,  and  instead  of  clans  we  have 
states,  or  provinces,  all  of  which,  in 
combination,  makes  the  nation. 

However,  one  great  feature  remains 
unchanged  throughout  all  the  cen- 
turies. The  family  remains  the  basic 
feature  of  the  whole  social  pyramid — 
and  uHll  always  remain  so. 

It  may  be  questioned  how  anyone  is 
safe  in  making  a  prediction  as  to  what 
will  or  will  not  be  the  case  hundreds 
of  years  from  now.  especially  with 
reference  to  anything  so  changeable  as 
forms  of  government 

The  answer  in  this  case  is  that  if 
families  ceased  to  exist  civilization 
toould  he  impossible,  chaos  and  con- 
fusion would  reign  and  there  would  be 
no  state,  and  so  long  as  the  state  sur- 
vives its  basis  must  be  the  family. 

Keeping  to  the  simile  adopted,  the 
strength  of  the  pyramid  can  be  no 
greater  than  the  foundation  upon 
wuich  it  rests.  Providence,  or  nature, 
or  whatever  it  may  be,  has  planted  in 
the  human  breast  the  love  of  offspring. 
It  is  this  strong  instinct  which  en- 
ables the  mother  to  face  suffering  and 
even  death  in  child-bearing,  to  nurse 
her  children  in  their  infancy  and  to 
work  for  their  welfare  incessantly 
until  they  leave  their  parental  nest. 

It  is  this  love  of  offspring  which 
leads  a  man  to  forego  the  life  of  eas^ 
and  comparative  idleness  which  he 
might  enjoy  if  unmarried  and  choose, 
instead,  a  life  which,  for  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  mankind,  means  a  life  of  con- 
stant toil  from  the  time  he  is  able  to 
work  until  old  age  and  infirmity  com- 
pels him  to  cease,  in  order  that  his 
children  may  be  fed,  clothed  and  sent 
to  school. 

And  it  is  this  toil  of  the  husjband  and 
father  which  tills  the  fields,  develops 
the  mines,  builds  the  cities  and  creates 
the  wealth  of  the  nations  of  the  world. 

And  if  the  strength  of  the  nation 
cannot  exceed  the  strength  of  the  fami- 
lies which  lie  at  its  foundation,  so  the 
strength  of  the  family  cannot  be 
greater  than  the  combined  strength  of 
the  members  of  that  family. 

If  there  is  harmony,  unity  of  pur- 
pose and  devotion  to  a  common  end, 
the  family  will  prosper.  If  the  father, 
mother   and   the   employed  sons   and 
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daughters  determine  to  purchase  a 
homestead  and  to  provide  a  fund  of 
money  to  be  drawn  upon  in  times  of 
sickness  or  misfortune,  it  can  be  done 
But  if  there  is  discord  and  disagree- 
n^nt,  there  will  be  no  common  pur- 
pose, and  therefore  no  successful  ac- 
complishment by  that  family. 

In  the  respects  mentioned  the  labor 
union  is  strongly  analagous  to  the  fam- 
ily. Again  is  the  structure  of  the 
pyramid  seen.  The  individual  artisans 
go  to  make  up  the  local  and  the  locals 
combined  make  up  the  national  or  in- 
ternational general  organization. 

The  strength  of  the  general  organi- 
zation can  be  no  greater  than  the 
strength  of  the  locals  which  compose  It, 
and  the  strength  of  the  locals  can  be  no 
greater  than  the  strength  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  compose  them. 

As  in  the  family,  there  must  be  ha^ 
mony  between  all  the  members,  there 
must  be  a  common  end  in  view — ^the 
welfare  of  the  union — and  there  must 
he  loyalty  to  the  officers,  who  stand  in 
relation  to  a  union  as  parents  do  to  the 
others  of  the  family, 

£)very  member  of  a  union  should 
take  an  active  interest  in  that  union. 
It  is  not  enough  to  carry  a  card  and 
pay  dues.  A  man  who  does  that  alone 
is  acting  selfishly  and  selfishly  only. 
He  does  that  only  to  enable  himself  to 
obtain  work  In  union  shops  and  to 
draw  union  pay.  He  is  entitled  to  no 
credit  for  that. 

But  If  he  has  the  welfare  of  all  toorh- 
ingmen  at  heart,  he  will  take  a  lively 
interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  union  and  will  strive  at  all 
times  to  promote,  in  all  ways,  the  in- 
terests  and  augment  the  strength  of 
his  union. 

Subordination  of  self  for  the  good  of 
all  is  a  prime  duty  of  a  union  man. 
Envy  and  jealousy  and  personal  hos- 
tility among  the  members  will  work 
inevitable  disaster.  Unions  are  demo- 
cratic in  their  structure  and  any  mem- 
ber has  a  perfect  right  to  aspire  to  the 
highest  office  within  the  gift  of  th^ 
union.  But  any  man  who  will  disrupt 
a  union  in  an  effort  to  serve  his  own 
selfish  ends  is  a  moral  assassin. 

These  are  days  when,  we  are  sorry 
to  say,  many  employing  concerns,  tak- 
ing mean  advantage  of  a  temporary  de- 
pression in  business  and  industry,  are 
trying  to  "break"  the  unions. 

These  are  days,  then,  when  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  there  should  be 


the  greatest  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
unions  to  maintain  an  unbroken  front 
in  order  to  resist  this  attack. 

Liet  the  members  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  in  harmony  with  one  an- 
other, loyal  and  obedient  to  their  lead- 
ers, and  inspired  with  the  thought  that 
each  is  fighting  for  the  good  of  all. 

There  is  small  danger  of  the  work- 
ingmen  of  America  being  reduced  to 
the  state  of  peonage  which  many  em- 
ployers would  like  to  set  them  in,  but 
it  is  well  to  remember  that  every  foot 
of  ground  lost  now  must  be  painfully 
regained  later.  Eternal  vigilance  is 
the  price  of  safety. — Progress. 


Compensation  for  Injuries  of 
Artisans  and  Laborers  in  the 
Service  of  the  United  States. 

The  Act  of  May  30,  1908,  entitled 
"an  Act  granting  to  certain  employes 
of  the  United  States  the  right  to  re- 
ceive from  it  compensation  for  injur- 
ies sustained  in  the  course  of  their 
emplojrment,"  which  came  into  effect 
on  August  1,  1908.  is  a  measure  of 
great  importance  in  the  domain  of 
labor  legislation.  Under  previous  laws, 
compensation  in  case  of  injury  is  paid 
to  employes  in  the  Railway  Mall  Ser- 
vice and  In  the  Life  Saving  Service. 
The  new  law  applies  to  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  as  artisans 
or  laborers  in  the  following  services: 
arsenals;  navy  yards;  river  and  harbor 
construction;  fortification  construc- 
tion ;  hazardous  employment  in  the  Re- 
clamation Service,  namely,  In  construc- 
tion and  In  control  and  management 
of  works;  hazardous  employment 
under  the  Isthmian  Canal  CJommls- 
slon;  Government  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments. 

According  to  a  rough  estimate  made 
by  the  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Labor,  about  75.000  Government  em- 
ployes come  within  the  provisions  of 
the  law.  Compensation  will  be  paid 
under  this  act  only  for  such  Injuries 
to  an  employe  as  occur  In  the  course 
of  his  employment  and  cause  Inability 
to  pursue  his  employment  for  more 
than  fifteen  days.  Compensation  Is 
not  paid  If  the  Injury  Is  due  to  the 
negligence  or  misconduct  of  the  em- 
ploye Injured.  The  Act  applies  only 
to  injuries  received  on  or  after  August 
1,  1908. 
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The  compensation  consists  of  a  con- 
tinuance during  the  period  of  disabil- 
ity, but  not  over  one  year,  of  the  same 
pay  which  the  employe  was  receiving 
at  the  time  of  the  injury.  If  the  em- 
ploye is  killed  by  the  accident  or  dies 
from  the  results  of  the  injury  received 
and  leaves  a  widow  or  children  under 
16  years  of  age  or  dependent  parents, 
the  same  amount  of  compensation  is 
paid  to  these  dependent  relatives  until 
the  completion  of  the  twelve  months' 
period. 

The  administration  of  the  Act  Is 
intrusted  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce 
and  Labor.  All  questions  of  neg- 
ligence or  misconduct  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by  him,  and  in  case  of  death 
from  injury,  the  distribution  of  the 
compensation  among  the  dependent 
relatives  entitled  to  it  nmst  be  made 
according  to  his  orders.  Cases  of  in- 
juries to  employes  coming  under  this 
Act  must  be  reported  to  the  Secretary 
of  Commerce  and  Labor,  and  compen- 
sation may  be  paid  only  when  ap- 
proved by  him.  . 

No  compensation  will  be  paid  either 
for  injury  or  for  death  unless  the 
persons  entitled  to  such  compensation 
make  application  for  the  same.  This 
application  must  be  made  by  the  in- 
jured employe,  or,  in  case  of  his  death, 
by  his  dependents,  and  forwarded  by 
the  official  superior  of  the  injured  em- 
ploye, accompanied  by  a  ph3rsician's 
certificate,  through  the  regular  official 
channels  to  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce and  Labor.  The  Secretary  is 
authorized  by  the  Act  to  demand  such 
additional  information,  or  order  such 
investigation,  as  is  necessary  for  the 
proper  administration  of  the  law. 

Regulations  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Secretary  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
for  the  guidance  of  officials  and  em 
ployes  in  the  Government  Service,  and 
the  necessary  forms  and  blanks  hav^ 
been  prepared,  printed,  and  distrib- 
uted among  the  Government  offices, 
throughout  the  country,  where  persons 
are  employed  who  come  under  the  pr'^ 
visions  of  this  Act 

According  to  these  regulations,  re- 
ports of  injuries  must  be  made  by  the 
official  superior  of  the  employe  to  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce  and  Labor  not 
later  than  the  second  day  after  the 
accident.  Application  for  compensa- 
tion must  be  made  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  first  fifteen  days  of  disability. 


If  the  application  is  approved,  the 
compensation  will  be  paid  during  dis- 
ability, but  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
6  months,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
the  injured  person  must  make  appli- 
cation for  re-examination  by  a  physi- 
cian provided  by  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce and  Labor,  and  after  this  ex- 
amination has  been  made  and  report- 
ed, a  new  approval  by  the  Secretary 
for  further  payment  of  compensation 
is  necessary.  This  procedure  is  de- 
manded by  Section  5  of  the  Act.  The 
only  other  condition  required  is  a 
presentation  to  the  disbursing  officer 
on  each  pay  day  of  a  physician's  cer- 
tificate as  to  the  disability  of  the  in- 
jured person,  approved  by  the  official 
superior. 

Applications  of  dependents  for  com- 
pensation In  case  of  death  of  an  em- 
ploye from  accidental  injury  must  be 
made  within  90  days  after  such  death. 

The  records  of  the  application  of 
this  Act  will  furnish  valuable  mater- 
ial for  statistics  of  accidents,  which, 
for  this  country,  are  quite  meagre.  In 
order  to  make  the  statistics  more  com- 
plete and  valuable,  reports  of  all  ac- 
cidental injuries  to  Government  em- 
ployes, regardless  of  the  application 
of  this  Act,  have  been  requested  from 
all  Government  establishments  and 
ofllces.  As  the  number  of  United  States 
Government  employes  exceeds  300,000, 
these  statistics  will  prove  of  great 
scientific  value  and  practical  use  in 
the  future. 


The   National   Women's    Trade 
Union  League. 

The  National  Women's  Trade  Union 
League  last  July  held  the  first  assem- 
blage of  the  women  of  organized  labor 
ever  gathered  together  in  the  United 
States.  It  met  simultaneously  in  three 
conventions,  in  Boston,  New  York  and 
Chicago;  was  largely  attended,  and 
gave  a  great  impulse  to  the  industrial 
movement  among  women  as  well  as  a 
stimulus  to  public  interest  and  sym- 
pathy. A  second  and  similar  set  of 
meetings  is  announced  to  take  place 
shortly. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Raymond  Rob- 
ins, and  the  members  of  the  National 
ESxecutive  Board,  have  issued  a  call  for 
a  conference  of  Women  Unionists,  to  be 
held  concurrently  in  Boston,  New  York 
and  Chicago,  on  Friday,  Saturday  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


728 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


9unday»  Sept  25tli,  26tli  and  27t!t,  to 
discuss  the  question  of  prime  import- 
ance to  women  in  all  gainful  ocipupa- 
tions:  "How  May  Women's  Unions 
Best  be  Strengthened?" 

The  Chicago  meeting  last  year  drew 
its  delegates  from  six  States  of  the 
Middle  West,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michi- 
gan, Ohio,  Missouri  and  Wisconsin. 
They  represented  twenty-three  cities 
and  thirty  trades.  It  is  anticipated 
that  even  a  wider  field  will  be  covered 
this  year,  especially  as  a  new  league, 
that  of  St  Louis,  has  come  into  ex- 
istence this  summer. 


"YOU  RAISE  THE  CHICK- 
ENS—HE GETS  THE  EGGS'' 


Joseph  A.  Labadie  Addressed  the 
Union  Printers  and  Pointed 
Out  Some  Causes  and  Effects. 


By  special  invitation  Joseph  A.  La- 
badie addressed  the  members  of  De- 
troit Typographical  Union  No.  18  at 
its  recent  meeting  and  In  the  course  of 
his  interesting  address  said:  When 
the  right  of  free  speech  and  free  press 
is  invaded,  then  it  is  time  for  deter- 
mined action.  On  the  fourth  of  July 
the  political  orator  unfurls  the  flag 
and  dilates  upon  our  rights  and  our 
freedom.  But  you  must  realize  that 
you  have  only  such  rights  and  such 
freedom  as  you  get.  For  instance,  you 
are  supposed  to  have  the  right  to  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
What  does  it  mean  to  have  the  right 
to  life?  Why  it  means  the  right  to 
means  of  subsistence — means  to  sus- 
taining that  life.  To  say  that  you  have 
the  right  to  the  bread  and  that  I  eat 
it,  means  that  you  have  no  right  to 
life,  only  by  sufferance.  When  you 
have  to  ask  for  a  job,  you  have  no 
right  to  life.  There  are  three  ways  to 
get  a  living— three  divisions  of  society 
— workers,  beggars  and  thieves.  So 
you  must  either  work,  or  beg  or  steal 
your  living.  Steal  it  lawfully  or  un- 
lawfully. If  you  are  wise,  you  will 
steal  it  lawfully,  but  if  you  are  power- 
ful enough  you  need  not  be  so  particu- 
lar how  you  get  it  There  are  differ- 
ent kinds  of  paupers;  some  don't  fare 
well   and   get  Jailed;     others   society 


supports.  The  fellow  who  goes  to  Jail 
is  also  supported  by  society  and  I  do 
not  consider  that  there  is  much  differ- 
ence between  the  two.  The  rich  pau- 
pers really  look  far  worse  to  me. 
Many  of  them  are  born  paupers  in  the 
aristocratic  class  and  they  are  sup- 
ported by  society,  but  they  do  not  &> 
to  Jail;  instead  they  attempt  and 
often  do  rule  the  society  that  supports 
them.  Any  man  who  does  not  work 
for  his  living  is  a  pauper.  There  ia 
no  use  jumping  on  the  capitalists.  If 
the  toiler  does  not  get  much,  it  is  hia 
fault;  he  gets  as  much  as  he  takes. 
Why  blame  capitalists  and  politicians 
for  our  ills?   Tliey  are  not  to  blame. 

"When  we  get  some  sense,  we  will 
begin  to  find  out  things.  The  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  is  merely  a  lot  of 
ideas  that  should  prevail — ^but  don't. 
When  we  put  those  ideas  into  practice, 
we  will  own  our  own  Jobs.  We  don't 
own  them  now.  How  humiliating  it 
is  to  a  man  who,  hat  in  hand,  humbly 
applies  and  even  begs  for  a  chance  to 
work.  He  begs  for  a  chance  to  earn 
his  own  living.  If  you  all  felt  as  I  do, 
we  would  do  away  with  the  bosses  to- 
morrow morning.  If  we  were  to  stand 
together,  the  bosses  would  quickly  ab- 
dicate, and  I  mean  the  religious,  po- 
litical and  industrial  bosses.  Here  you 
are  raising  chickens,  yet  you  do  not 
find  any  eggs.  Your  neighbor,  who 
does  not  raise  any  chickens,  always 
has  a  good  supply  of  both  eggs  and 
chickens.  What  would  you  conclude? 
Why  that  he  was  making  raids  on 
your  hen  roost,  wouldn't  you?  You 
know  that,  yet  you  continue  to  go  on 
raising  your  chickens  and  the  other 
fellow  gets  the  eggs.  Now  is  not  that 
foolish?  The  last  census  shows  that 
there  is  an  average  of  ^2,450  as  the 
productive  power  of  each  laborer,  yet 
he  receives  but  ?437  on  an  average. 
Someone  is  getting  some  of  mine  as 
well  as  some  of  yours.  We  don't  have 
to  hunt  far  to  find  out  who  It  is.  But 
do  you  know  what  makes  it  so  hard  to 
arouse  the  workers?  Well,  each  one 
is  trying  to  get  into  the  chicken  busi- 
ness on  the  other  side  of  the  fence. 
We  realize  how  we  are  being  swindled, 
but  we  all  seem  to  hope  that  we  may 
break  into  the  ranks  of  the  swindlers. 
But  we  never  can«  as  a  class." 

After  showing  the  conditions  today, 
as  compared  to  a  few  years  ago,  and 
illustrating  the  conditions  caused  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


739 


the  introduction  of  machinery,  Mr. 
Labadie  opposed  the  patent  law  that 
protected  the  man  who  invented  a  ma- 
chine hut  gave  no  protection  to  the 
man  who,  after  years  of  hard  worlc 
perfecting  himeelf  as  a  working  ma- 
chine, was  thrown  out  hy  the  inani- 
mate machine. 

"If  a  man  produces  ^2,460  worth  of 
product  and  gets  only  ^437  for  doing 
it,  he  can  only  purchase  a  small  part 
of  what  he  creates,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence the  market  is  soon  overstocked, 
he  is  laid  off  and  then  he  begs  for  an- 
other job.  Tet  we  say  he  has  a  right 
to  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness, but  we  mean  the  pursuit  of  a 
job.  Tou  know  all  of  these  things  I 
am  telling  you,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
continue  to  call  them  to  your  mind,  so 
that  you  will  not  forget  them.  So 
that  you  will  talk  to  others  about 
them  and  finally  we  will  begin  to  act 
We  have  the  power  to  cure  all  of  our 
social  ills  and  if  we  do  not  do  so,  we 
have  none  but  ourselves  to  blame.  Let 
us  quit  blaming  the  other  fellow  and 
get  to  work." 

Mr.  Lai)adie  reviewed  the  Knights 
of  Labor  idea  and  averred  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  organize  along 
craft  lines,  rather  than  trade  lines, 
and  then  all  strike  together.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  not  scientific 
to  say  that  we  wanted  to  work  eight 
hours  or  ten  hours  per  day,  when  we 
did  not  want  to  or  need  to  work  any 
longer  each  day  than  was  necessary 
to  produce  what  we  needed.  He  said 
that  even  in  Franklin's  time,  he  had 
concluded  that  four  hours  labor  per 
day  was  all  that  was  needed. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Labadie  b 
address  he  was  tendered  a  rising  vote 
of  thanks  and  asked  to  make  another 
address  later.— Jfic/tii^an  Union  Advo- 
cate, 


Strength  and  Weakness  off  the 
Raihvay  Bixrtherhood 

It  would  be  sad  to  believe  that  the 
railway  brotherhoods  think  themselves 
so  weak  that  they  cannot  hope  to  keep 
up  their  wages  without  entering  into 
a  conspiracy  with  their  employers  to 
help  the  latter  increase  freight  rates  to 
the  detriment  of  all  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple. As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  railway 
brotherhoods  are  potentially  among  the 


strongest  unions  in  the  country.  That 
is,  they  can  be  strong  if  they  dare  to 
use  their  strength  in  action  at  once 
aggressive  against  their  bosses  and 
loyal  toward  their  fellow-workers  in 
other  industries. 

If  they  are  actually  weak,  and 
treated  with  contempt  by  the  railway 
corporations,  it  is  because  they  have 
shown  less  courage  and  less  solidarity 
than  have  the  printers,  the  miners,  the 
cigarmakers,  and  the  men  in  various 
other  organized  trades.  If  the  railway 
corporations  believed  it  possible  for 
railway  workers  of  different  grades, 
from  conductors  and  engineers  to  track 
laborers,  to  stand  together  as  firmly  as 
did  the  coal  miners  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1902,  or  the  metal  miners  of  Colorado 
in  1903  and  1904,  they  would  not  rtsk 
a  conflict  so  long  as  there  was  the 
slightest  possibility  of  conceding  the 
men's  demands— as  there  is  at  the  pres- 
ent day.  And  If  the  workingmen  of 
other  trades  believed  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  railway  brotherhoods  to 
put  up  a  real  fight,  they  would  be  only 
too  glad  to  come  to  their  assistance. 

It  is  up  to  the  railway  workers  them- 
selves to  show  whether  they  have  any 
fight  in  them.  Too  long  have  they  con 
sidered  themselves  the  "artstocracy  of 
labor,"  according  to  the  false  teachings 
of  such  misleaders  as  Frank  P.  Sargent 
and  Peter  M.  Arthur,  and  have  in  con- 
sequence got  more  work,  more  respon- 
sibility, and  more  danger  piled  upon 
them,  without  any  corresponding  in- 
crease of  pay— just  because  they  were 
always  timid  when  brought  face  to  face 
with  the  corporations  and  apathetic 
when  called  upon  to  give  support  to 
workingmen  in  other  industries. 

It  is  high  time  that  they  recognized 
that  they  are  part  of  the  whole  work- 
ing class,  sharing  its  struggles,  its  vic- 
tories and  its  defeats,  and  that  in  their 
line  of  work.  Just  as  in  every  other, 
there  is  an  irrepressible  conflict  on  be- 
tween the  employers  and  the  employes 
— a  conflict  in  which  the  workers  must 
expect  to  get  the  worst  of  it  unless 
they  stand  up  boldly  for  their  common 
interests  and  bring  the  different 
branches  of  their  trade  to  act  loyally 
together  and  in  harmony  with  the  la- 
bor movement  as  a  whole.— ^cto  York 
Evening  Can, 


Too  many  people  mistake  polite  ap- 
plause for  an  encore. 
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Union  Men,  Stick  Tiglit! 

Union  men,  stick  tight!  If  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  union  men 
should  stick  to  their  organizations,  and 
when  non-union  workers  should  affili- 
ate with  unions,  now  is  that  time. 

The  crisis  in  the  industrial  depres- 
sion is  undoubtedly  passing.  The  in- 
dications are  that  there  will  be  a 
marked  increase  in  business  activity 
during  the  next  few  months. 

But  as  the  industrial  forces  gain  in 
momentum,  as  increasing  numbers  o£ 
workers  secure  emplojrment  in  shops, 
factories,  mills,  or  railways  and  in 
mines,  they  will  be  asked  to  accept  re- 
ductions in  wages  in  many  instances 
upon  the  promise  of  receiving  steady 
work. 

Right  there  is  where  every  mechanic 
and  laborer  ought  to  put  his  foot  down 
hard.  Don't  surrender  advantages  that 
have  been  gained  by  ten  years  of  hard 
fighting! 

If  it  is  true  that  prosperity  is  re- 
turning, then  those  who  control  the 
industries  can  pay  the  wages  that  pre- 
vailed during  the  past  few  years,  and 
they  have  no  right  to  expect  an  addi- 
tional rake-ofT  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  do  the  work.  ' 

To  illustrate:  The  textile  manufac- 
turers of  New  England,  agreed  among 
themselves  last  fall  to  maintain  pre- 
vailing prices  for  their  products.  They 
laid  ofC  thousands  of  operators  to  re- 
strict production  and  stifTen  those 
prices.  A  few  weeks  ago  they  started 
their  mills  and  re-employed  upward  of 
a  hundred  thousand  workers,  but  com- 
pelled them  to  accept  reductions  in 
wages  ranging  from  5  per  cent  to  20 
per  cent.,  which  was  clear  graft,  as 
prices  remain  practically  as  they  were 
before.  Of  course,  there  will  be  great 
"prosperity"  for  the  greedy  textile 
capitalists. 

Now  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora- 
tion and  independent  mills  have  cut 
prices  from  50  cents  to  ^4  per  ton, 
which  they  could  very  well  afford  to  do 
Judging  from  their  own  statements  of 
the  enormous  profits  they  have  been 
making.  This  reduction  of  prices  will 
stimulate  railway  construction  and  the 
building  industry*  million  of  dollars* 
worth  of  orders  being  canceled  last 
year  that  will  be  renewed  in  the  near 
future. 


All  the  anthracite  mines  are  to  be 
put  in  operation  to  pile  up  10,000,000 
tons  of  surplus  coal  in  anticipation  of  a 
strike  when  the  scale  expires  next 
April,  while  the  government  reports 
"bumper"  crops  this  year,  which  in 
turn  must  be  marketed. 

Thus  the  principal  industries,  those 
that  form  the  foundation  of  the  Indus 
trial  system,  are  being  revived  and  will 
gradually  enliven  business  in  every  di- 
rection. 

Another  important  fftctor  is  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Republican  convention  in 
Chicago  in  adopting  a  platform  and 
nominating  candidates  entirely  pleas- 
ing to  captains  of  industry.  The  word 
is  already  being  sent  along  the  line  to 
start  the  wheels  moving  and  employ  as 
many  workers  as  possible  to  allay  dis- 
satisfaction and  wipe  out  discontent 

The  political  tactics  of  1896  will  be 
utilized  to  a  considerable  extent  this 
year.  The  workingmen  will  be  in- 
formed that  they  will  be  allowed  to 
work  if  they  rally  to  the  standard  of 
"Taft  and  Prosperity,"  and  the  toilers 
will  be  assured  that  if  the  Republican 
party  triumphs  they  will  have  employ- 
ment for  many  years  to  come,  and  if 
that  party  is  defeated  they  will  be 
dumped  into  the  street  again. 

It  is  a  humiliating  spectacle,  to  be 
sure,  when  a  few  capitalists  of  the  na- 
tion control  the  Jobs  and  can  permit 
millions  of  laboring  people  to  return  to 
work  or  not,  as  they  choose. 

But  such  seems  to  be  the  situation, 
and  we  will  have  to  make  the  best  of  it 

Therefore,  we  believe  that  the  least 
that  workingmen  ought  to  do  is  to  Join 
the  unions  and  demand  that  wage 
scales  be  maintained.  The  capitalists 
will  hardly  dare  to  reduce  wages  if 
united  efforts  are  made  to  prevent  such 
action. 

Remember,  too,  if  wages  are  reduced 
the  purchasing  power  of  labor  is  re- 
duced proportionately,  and  that  would 
continue  indefinitely. 

It  is  up  to  the  working  people  to 
help  themselves!— 3foa?  Hayes,  in  the 
Cleveland  Citizen. 


The  only  possible  hope  for  labor  or- 
ganizations is  to  make  themselves  felt 
in  politics,  so  that  the  law-making 
power,  both  state  and  national,  shall 
not  legislate  against  the  people  who 
do  the  actual  work  of  the  world. — Bal- 
timore Labor  Leader, 
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INCREASE  Of  RATES  OR  RE- 
DUaiON  OP  WAGB-WILL 
IT  BE  EITHER? 

For  several  months  i>a6t  the  rail- 
roads have  heen  agitating  the  question 
of  increasing  freights,  and  on  the 
proposition  they  have  met  with  the 
united  protest  of  the  shippers  of  the 
country.  As  an  alternative  the  rail- 
roads have  announced  that  unless  an 
increase  in  rates  could  be  made  they 
would  be  compelled  to  resort  to  a  gen- 
eral reduction  in  wages  as  the  only 
means  left  to  offset  a  decline  in  rev- 
enues which  the  railroads  contend«has 
reached  a  point  that  leaves  little  or.no 
margin  after  operating  expenses  are 
deducted.  As  to  the  general  increase 
of  freight  rates  the  obstacle  which  now 
lies  in  the  way  is  the  measure  which 
became  a  law  before  the  adjournment 
of  the  last  session  of  the  fifty-ninth 
Congress  in  which  power  is  vested  in 
the  Interstate  Commerce  to  legalize 
any  increase  of  rates  by  its  approval 
of  such  increase,  or  outlaw  the  pro- 
posed increase  by  disapproving  of  the 
same.  It  is  true  that  the  railroads 
can  appeal  from  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission's  rulings  to  the 
Courts  upon  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  proposed  advance  is  Just 
and  equitable.  That  is,  as  the  Journal 
infers,  if  the  railroads  are  able  to 
prove  that  the  proposed  advance  in 
rates  will  only  amount  to  a  fair  and 
Just  compensation  for  the  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  the  roads,  and  as 
such  the  increase  cannot  be  regarded 
as  extortionate.  In  such  event  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  the  Commission's 
rulings,  if  they  should  be  against  the 


railroads,  would  not  be  upheld.  Such 
a  procedure  would  be  perfectly  legiti- 
mate and  proper,  but  what  of  the  pro- 
posed alternative — reduction  of  the 
wages  of  the  employees f 

It  is  a  self  evident  proposition  that 
there  has  never  been  an  advance  in 
the  wages  of  employees,  that  is  the 
rank  and  file  of  them,  except  through 
such  demands  as  have  been  forced  up- 
on the  railroads  after  it  became  evi- 
dent that  the  former  were  not  re- 
ceiving wages  commensurate  with 
their  duties.  An  efficient  service  is 
what  the  railroads  are  absolutely  de- 
pendent upon  for  the  movement  of  the 
traffic  committed  to  them  for  trans- 
portation, and  no  one  has  the  temerity 
to  contend  that  efficiency  can  be  had 
when  the  men  en>ployed  are  meagerly 
paid  for  thir  services.  As  was  former- 
ly stated  in  an  article  in  the  Journal, 
the  railroads  have  never  been  accused 
— much  less  found  guilty— of  having 
a  margin  in  their  complement  of  em- 
ployees, and  it  was  this  fact  that  re- 
sulted in  the  last  Congress  passing 
drastic  laws  against  their  common 
practice  of  continuing  men  on  duty 
until  their  physical  natures — as  well  as 
their  mental — ^were  completely  ex- 
hausted, and  to  which  numerous 
wrecks  and  other  railway  disasters, 
involving  loss  of  life,  were  directly 
traced.  On  this  point  the  July  issue 
of  the  Journal  contained  an  admirable 
article  from  the  pen  of  J.  Phelps 
Stokes  under  the  caption  of: 

"l^EEDLESS     SLAUGHTEB     ON      THE     BAIL- 
B0AD8," 

in  which  the  writer  shows  from  the 
Interstate     Commerce      Commission'd 
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Accident  Bulletin  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing December  31,  1907,  that  there  were 
eight  collisions  and  one  derailment  in 
which  the  crews  had  been  on  duty 
periods  ranging  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
eight  hours.  Following  this  compila- 
tion Mr.  Stokes  significantly  remarks. 

"There  is  no  need  of  quoting  further 
from  the  record.  If  the  traveling  pub- 
lic of  America  realized  the  degree  in 
which  their  lives  were  habitually  Jeo- 
pardized by  the  mad  demand  of  those 
who  prefer  private  dividends  to  public 
safety,  there  would  be  such  an  outcry 
against  the  death  dealing  "economies'* 
of  most  of  our  railroads  that  private 
individuals  would  no  longer  be  per- 
mitted to  operate  public  necessities  for 
private  profit. 

The  next  question  involved  in  the 
question  of  wage  reduction  as  a  means 
of  retrenchment  on  the  jmrt  of  the 
railroads  is  a  comparison  of  certain 
statistics  of  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1907,  with  present  conditions  From 
an  advance  sheet  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Oommission's  annual  report 
for  that  year  we  glean  the  following: 

Of  the  gross  earnings  on  227,247.83 
miles  of  railroad  ?2,589,106,578.00  was 
realized.  This  was  an  Increase  of 
$211,538,543.00  over  the  preceding 
year,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  ten 
per  cent.  On  the  pajrrolle  of  the  rail- 
roads there  were  1,672,074  employes 
who  received,  in  the  aggregate,  ?1,072,- 
386,427.00,  which  is  about  forty  per 
cent,  of  the  total  receipts.  If  to  this 
sum  we  add  twenty  per  cent,  more  of 
the  gross  earnings— which  is  a  liberal 
allowance — ^for  damages  to  the  rail- 
roads' properties  and  indemnity  for 
losses  there  is  left  the  sum  of  $840,- 
570,764.00.  Placing  the  physical  val- 
uation of  all  the  railroads  at  $50,- 
000.00  per  mile,  which  is  a  liberal  al- 
lowance, we  find  that  the  railroads 
were  able  to  pay  a  dividend  of  at  least 
eleven  per  cent,  on  a  legitimate  invest- 
ment from  the  receipts  of  the  year  in 


question.  As  to  the  great  army  or 
employes,  whose  number  and  aggre- 
gate receipts  are  given  above,  we  find 
that  they  received  on  the  average  of 
$641.00  for  the  year  to  the  individuaL 
The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that 
'^operating  expenses,"  as  computed  by 
the  railroads,  not  only  include  what  is 
paid  to  the  complement  of  salaried 
men  and  all  classes  of  employes,  but  in 
addition  to  this  whatever  is  set  aside 
or  laid  out  for  new  equipment  in  the 
way  of  locomotives,  cars,  shop  repairs 
and  the  like.  It  is  a  conceded  fact 
that  the  land  subsidies  and  other  be- 
quests which  the  incorporators  of  the 
various  gigantic  systems  of  railroads 
which  now  gridiron  the  country  would 
pay  at  least  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  cost 
of  construction,  and  that  the  amount 
for  which  the  railroads  are  bonded  in 
the  aggregate  is  ample  to  pay  every 
dollar  of  the  remainder  of  the  initial 
cost.  These  bonds  are  readily  market- 
able at  five  per  cent.  This  leaves  a 
balance  of  six  per  cent,  on  stocks  for 
which  there  has  been  no  outlay  except 
the  cost  of  capitalization  which  in  no 
case  would  amount  to  more  than  one 
tenth  of  one  per  cent.  The  next  ques- 
tion to  consid^  is  the  measure  of  re- 
trenchment to  which  the  railroads 
have  already  resorted  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  operating  forces.  Since 
business  .began  to  decline  thirty  per 
cent,  of  the  employes  who  were  active- 
ly engaged  in  the  service  prior  thereto 
have  been  laid  ofC.  Conceding  the  fact 
that  this  reduction  of  the  number  of 
employes  corresponds  with  the  decline 
of  traflac  we  have  a  reduction  in  "oper- 
ating expenses"  from  this  source  alone 
amounting  to  $321,099,992.10.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  only  item  that 
should  figure  in  the  reduction  of  oper- 
ating expenses.  The  amount  paid  Id 
salaries  and  wages  deducted  from  the 
sum  total  of  "operating  expenses** 
leaves  a  balance  of  $676,149,387.00. 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  at 
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least  thirty  per  cent  of  this  amount 
is  eliminated  from  the  cost  incidental 
to  the  moving  of  traffic.  The  next  ques- 
tion that  arises  is  to  what  extent  have 
the  gross  earnings  of  the  railroads  de- 
clined.   This  can  be  approximated  by 
the  number  of  "idle  cars''  that  have 
been  reported  from  time  to  time  and 
determine  what  they  averaged  in  the 
course  of  the  last  nine  months.    With- 
out entering  into  a  detail  of  the  differ- 
ent reports  at  different  times  we  find 
that  the  number  of  idle  cars  will  aver- 
age about  340,000,  but  for  the  purpose 
we  have  in  mind  we  will  concede  that 
the  average  for  the  last  nine  months 
will  reach  400,000.    According  to  the 
report  from  which  we  glean  the  facts 
and  figures  herein  given  we  note  that 
the  total  number  of  cars,  those  used 
for  moving  freight  traflic,  amounted  to 
2,000,000    in    round    numbers.      This 
would  indicate  a  falling  off  of  twenty 
per  cent  in  freight  traffic.    As  to  the 
passenger  traflic  there  is  nothing  to 
indicate  a  decline  in  this  branch  of 
railroad  commerce.     On  the  contrary 
the  conclusion  is  inevitable  that  the 
usual  normal  increase,  predicated  up- 
on the  increase  of  the  population,  has 
been  realized.    (Conceding  the  fact  that 
one  fourth  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the 
railroads  was  from  passenger  traflic, 
which  is  the  lowest  percentage  ever 
known,  we  find  that  fifteen  per  cent 
reduction  in  gross  receipts  to  the  rail- 
roads is  a  reasonable  allowance,  where- 
as it  is  easy  to  calculate  that  there 
has  been  thirty  per  cent,  reduction  in 
operating  expenses.    With  these  facts 
and  figures  before  us  we  are  able  to 
give  to  our  readers  the  result  of  our 
computation  which  is  as  follows: 

For  the  last  fiscal  year,  which  ended 
June  30,  1908,  the  railroads  realized 
in  gross  receipts  the  sum  total  of 
^2,200,739.884.30.  Placing  the  "operat- 
ing expenses"  at  eighty  per  cent,  of 
what  they  were  the  preceding  year — 


the  highest  amount  possible  when 
computed  from  the  above  tables— there 
is  left  for  net  receipts  the  snug  little 
sum  of  ^801,929,241.10,  which  is  only 
thirty-eight  million  dollars  (in  round 
numbers)  less  than  the  net  receipts  of 
the  previous  year,  the  banner  year  for 
railroad  profits.  While  the  final  statis- 
tics may  show  a  variation  from  the 
figures  we  have  given  above,  it  is  our 
opinion  they  will  not  vary  as  much  as 
one  per  cent,  either  way.  Admitting 
that  the  final  reports  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Ck>mmission  will  possibly 
show  as  much  as  two  per  cent,  reduc- 
tion in  net  earnings  to  the  railroads 
included  in  the  aiM>ve  computation, 
has  any  one  the  temerity  to  go  before 
the  public  and  contend  that  there  is 
any  occasion  whatever  for  the  rail- 
roads to  attempt  "retrenchment"  by 
reducing  the  scale  of  wages  of  the 
employes?  On  the  contrary,  does  not 
such  a  proposition  clearly  indicate  a 
spirit  of  venality  and  grinding  avarice 
which  should  be  met  with  condemna- 
tion by  every  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment and  the  oppugnancy  of  the  public 
mind?  At  this  wrtting  it  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  the  proposition  to  reduce 
wages  as  a  means  of  retrenchment  on 
the  part  of  the  railroads  has  not  taken 
definite  shape.  If,  however,  such  a 
course  should  be  resorted  to — next 
moQth  or  next  year-^he  sponsors  for 
such  a  movement  will  discover  that 
they  have  laid  a  clap  trap  for  their 
own  undoing. 


THE  DOUGLAS  SHOE  COMPANY 

Heretofore  W.  L.  Douglas,  ex-Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts  and  president 
of  the  W.  L.  Douglas  Shoe  Company, 
has  borne  an  enviable  reputation  for 
square  dealing  with  his  employes,  but 
late  developments  in  that  concern  dis- 
close the  fiact  that  mean  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  employes  which 
later  on  may  end  in  strike. 
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RAILWAY  WAGES  AND 
PREIGHT  RATES. 

(Editorial  from  Neto  York  Evening 
Call), 

It  is  reported  that  there  Is  a  move- 
ment among  the  railway  employes  to 
help  the  railway  companies  in  their 
efforts  to  increase  freight  rates.  The 
railway  workers  think,  it  is  said,  that 
by  this  means  they  will  be  able  to  get 
an  increase  of  their  own  wages  or,  at 
least,  to  escape  a  further  reduction  of 
wages,  which  they  now  have  good  rea- 
son to  fear. 

We  do  not  wish  to  Jump  to  a  hasty 
conclusion.  Perhaps  the  reports  are 
unreliable.  Very  likely  they  are  at 
least  exaggerated.  We  hope  that,  at 
worst,  only  a  few  of  the  railway  work- 
ers are  actually  taking  part  in  a  move- 
ment at  once  so  criminal  and  so  fool- 
ish. We  should  be  sorry  to  think  so 
ill  of  the  intellifence  or  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  railway  workers  as  a 
body. 

The  rate  of  wages  does  not  depend 
upon  the  income  or  the  profits  of  the 
employers.  On  the  contrary,  the  em- 
ployers* profit  depends  very  largely 
upon  the  rate  of  wages  they  have  to 
pay.  The  rate  of  wages  depends  up- 
on the  cost  of  the  workers*  living 
and  the  supply  and  demand  in  the  la- 
bor market  It  is  not  the  employers' 
rule  to  pay  as  high  wages  as  they  can 
afford,  though  they  always  pretend  that 
it  Is  flo.  In  fact,  their  rule  is  to  pay  as 
low  wages  as  will  suffice,  under  the 
conditions  existing  in  the  labor  market, 
to  get  them  the  labor  that  they  need 
in  their  business.  Let  the  labor  mar- 
ket be  glutted  with  unemployed  men, 
and  tne  employers  can  reduce  wages; 
let  It  be  possible  for  the  employers  to 
force  wages  down,  and  it  Is  certain  that 
they  will  do  so,  no  matter  how  large 
their  profits  may  be,  no  matter  how 
well  they  could  afford  to  keep  wages 
up. 


If  the  railway  workers  help  their  em- 
ployers to  force  freight  rates  up,  they 
will  be  playing  a  somewhat  more  con- 
temptible part  than  that  of  the  cat  who 
pulled  the  monkey's  chestnuts  out  of 
the  fire  and  got  her  paws  burned  for 
her  trouble.  It  will  be  a  part  Just  as 
foolish  as  that,  and  something  worse 
than  foolish  besides.  They  will  be  the 
dupes  of  the  railway  corporations  and, 
when  the  Job  has  been  done,  will  them- 
selves be  in  no  better  position  than 
they  are  at  the  present  moment 
Higher  freight  rates  will  not  reduce 
the  army  of  the  unemployed,  but  will 
rather  tend  to  increase  it;  and  unless 
the  number  of  the  unemployed  is  re- 
duced, competition  for  employment  will 
continue  acute  and  wages  will  go  down 
rather  than  up.  There  will  be  less 
business  on  the  railways,  less  demand 
for  men,  and  consequently  less  ne- 
cessity for  the  companies  to  pay  high 
wages;  on  the  other  hand,  the  com- 
panies will  be  able  to  make  a  larger 
profit  on  the  smaller  business  at  the 
higher  rate  than  on  the  larger  busi- 
ness at  the  lower  rate.  It  will  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  railway  magnates; 
doubtless  they  will  enjoy  the  chestnuts 
— ^and  enjoy  also  the  good  laugh  they 
will  have  when  they  see  the  railway 
workers  ruefully  licking  their  scorched 
paws. 

And  the  railway  workers  will  de- 
serve to  have  their  paws  burned,  if 
they  enter  into  such  a  conspiracy  with 
their  employers.  For  it  will  be  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  interests  of  all  the 
rest  of  the  people,  and  especially 
against  the  interests  of  all  the  rest 
of  the  working  class.  The  success 
of  the  conspiracy  will  mean  less  em- 
ployment for  the  workers  in  the  rail- 
way industry  and  in  other  industries; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  will  mean 
higher  prices  for  the  food,  clothing, 
and  fuel  that  the  workers  have  to  buy. 
A  few  of  the  railway  workers,  ig- 
norant of  the  first  principles  of  eco- 
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nomics  and  accustomed  to  let  their  em- 
ployers do  their  thinking  for  them, 
may  be  innocent  dupes — or  half  inno- 
cent, for  even  they  ought  to  know  that 
the  increase  of  freight  rates  will  be 
injurious  to  their  fellow-workers.  A 
few  others,  we  are  justified  in  suspect- 
ing, are  not  ignorant  dupes,  but  con- 
scious tools  of  the  railway  companies, 
and  count  on  feathering  their  own  pri- 
vate nests  at  the  expense  of  their 
brothers  in  their  own  trade  as  well  as 
of  the  working  class  at  large.  But  we 
cannot  believe  that  the  majority  of  the 
men  working  on  the  railways  will  be 
either  so  ignorant  or  so  falee  to  their 
class  as  to  give  support  to  the  pro- 
posed movement. 


WHY  NOT  A  NATIONAL  LAW 
aOTHING  THE  INTERSTATE 
COMMERCE  COMMISSION 
WITH  POWER  IN  MATTERS 
Of  SAFETY  APPLIANCB 
SIMILAR  TO  THAT  OF  THE 
"PUBLIC  UTILITIES  BIU'7 

The  reader  will  remember  that  in 
the  April  issue  of  the  Journal  there 
was  published  an  out-line  of  the 
arguments  we  made  .before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce  who  gave  a  "hearing"  on 
the  several  safety  appliance  measures 
which  had  been  previously  referred  to 
that  body.  The  Bills  in  question  com- 
prehended every  conceivable  idea  that 
the  diversity  of  the  subject  would  ad- 
mit of,  and  in  a  majority  of  them 
there  was  some  wholesome  legislation 
suggested.  The  fact  that  there  were 
as  many  as  a  dozen  bills  received  and 
filed  with  the  committee,  and  which 
were  to  be  considered  at  the  proposed 
"hearings,"  every  one  of  which  em- 
bodied some  practical  suggestion  which 
if  enacted  into  law  would  greatly 
ameliorate   some   element   of   danger, 


has  put  the  editor  of  the  Joubnal  to 
thinking.  True  it  is  that  in  the  bills 
proposed  we  went  to  Washington  to 
advocate,  specifically,  the  BUI  known 
as  "Bill  H.  R.  13477/'  because  it  was 
in  this  measure  that  the  switchmen 
were  vitally  concerned,  but  the  Joub- 
nal wifihes  to  be  understood  as  an 
advocate  of  any  measure  which  tends 
to  the  reduction  of  the  fearful  casual- 
ty record,  and  if  there  is  any  way  to 
frame  a  law  by  the  operation  of  which 
all  defective  devices  and  conditions 
can  be  eliminated,  the  Joubnal  is 
ready  to  «tand  as  s];>onsor  for  such. 
In  considering  this  subject  we  have 
been  struck  (figuratively  speaking) 
with  the  policy  that  has  been  in- 
augurated by  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missions of  the  State  of  New  York, 
acting  under  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 60  of  the  law  that  created  the  two 
commissions.  This  section  reads  as 
follows: 

"POMTEB   OF   THE    COMMISSION    TO    ObDEB 

Repaibs  OB  Changes." 
"If,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mission having  jurisdiction,  repairs 
or  improvements  to  or  change  in  any 
tracks,  switches,  terminals  or  terminal 
facilities,  motive  power  or  any  other 
property  or  device  used  by  any  com- 
mon carrier,  rkllroad  corporation  or 
street  railroad  corporation  in  or  in  con- 
nection with  the  transportation  of  pas- 
sengers, freight  or  property  ought 
reasonably  to  be  made  thereto,  in  order 
to  promote  the  security  of  the  public 
or  employes  or  in  order  to  secure 
adequate  service  or  facilities  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers,  freight 
or  property,  the  Commission  shall, 
after  a  hearing  on  its  own  motion,  or 
after  complaint,  make  and  serve  an 
order  directing  such  repairs,  improve- 
ments,  changes  or  additions  to  be 
made  within  a  reasonable  time  and  in 
a  manner  to  be  specified  therein,  apd 
every   common   carrier,   railroad   cor- 
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poratlon  and  street  railroad  corpora- 
tion is  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  make  all  r^>alrs,  improvements, 
changes  and  additions  required  of  it 
by  order  of  the  Commission  served  up- 
on it" 

Under  this  provision  the  Public 
Service  Commission  for  New  York  has 
established  an  **Accident  Bureau,*'  and 
as  long  ago  as  February  20th.  there 
was  published  an  article  from  the  pen 
of  W.  E.  Curtis  in  which  the  writer 
quotes  an  interview  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Commission  from  which  the 
following  excerpts  are  taken:     ^ 

"The  Commission  believes  that  no 
more  important  work  than  the  saving 
of  human  life  is  before  it,  and  that  if 
there  is  any  way  in  which  the  number 
of  deaths  and  injuries  can  be  reduced 
it  should  be  adopted  at  once. 

*'To  this  end  the  Commission  estab- 
lished a  departmental  committee  on 
safety  devices.  This  committee  con- 
sists of  an  electrical  engineer,  the 
acting  head  of  the  bureau  of  Inspect- 
ion and  the  chief  clerk  of  the  bureau 
of  accidents.  It  holds  at  least  one 
meeting  each  week,  examines  all  safety 
devices  and  other  inventions  designed 
to  safeguard  human  life.  If  any  such 
commend  themselves  they  are  report- 
ed to  the  chief  engineer,  and,  if  ap- 
proved by  him,  reported  finally  to  the 
commission.  Scores  of  devices  have 
been  examined  by  this  committee,  and 
many  meetings  have  been  held,  but  it 
has  not  yet  made  a  report." 

With  such  a  precedent  established 
in  the  State  of  New  York  we  have 
carefully  considered  the  formulation 
of  a  Bill  for  Congressional  enactment, 
and  which  we  think  will  meet  every 
possible  contingency  in  the  problem 
of  safety  appliance  legislation,  either 
for  the  present  or  future,  and  in  pre- 
senting this  formula  of  a  measure  to 
our  readers  we  endorse  it  as  a  good 
substitute,  not  only  for  "Bill   H.   R. 


13477,"  which  we  appeared  in  advo- 
cacy of  before  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce at  "hearings"  given  last  March, 
but  also  as  an  effective  substitute  for 
all  other  measures  designed  to  safe- 
guard human  life.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  such  an  "Act"  as  this  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  can 
become  a  permanent  and  impartial 
experimental  body,  through  its  expert 
appointees,  with  all  mechanical  de- 
signs, whether  in  the  nature  of  a  block 
signal  system,  a  drawhead  or  a  train 
pipe  coupler,  and  can  outlaw  whatever 
devices  may  be  in  use  because  of  In- 
herent defects,  or  it  can  require  the 
adoption  and  use  of  whatever  inven- 
tion may  be  developed  in  the  future 
that  promises  a  reduction  of  the  cas- 
ualty record. 

The  reader  will  note  that  the  meas- 
ure we  have  formulated  and  herewith 
offer  is  drafted  somewhat  after  Section 
50  of  the  "Public  Utilities  Act"  Such 
a  law  will  not,  in  any  way,  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Safety  Appliance  Act.  It  reads  as 
follows: 

An  act  conferring  upon  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  power  to 
require  the  railroads  engaged  in  mov- 
ing interstate  traffic  to  make  such  al- 
terations, changes  or  additions  in 
their  tracks,  switches,  or  appliances 
as  shall  be  found  advisable  for  the 
safety  of  passengers  and  employes, 
and  for  other  purpoaea 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, that  when,  in  the  Judgement 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion, any  repairs  or  improvements  to 
or  changes  in  any  tracks,  switches, 
terminals  or  terminal  f^ilities,  mo- 
tive power,  or  any  other  property  or 
device  used  by  any  common  carrier 
engaged  in  moving  interstate  traffic  by 
railroad  ought  to  be  made  thereto  in 
order  to  secure  greater  safety  to  pas- 
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sengers  or  employes,  or  in  order  to 
secure  more  adequate  services  or  facil- 
ities for  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers, freight  or  property  between  the 
states,  the  Ck>mmission  shall,  after  a 
hearing  on  its  own  motion  or  after 
complaint,  make  and  serve  an  order 
directing  such  repairs,  improvements, 
changes  or  additions  to  be  made  with- 
in a  reasonable  time  and  in  a  manner 
specified  therein. 

Sec.  2.  Any  common  carrier  afCected 
by  this  Act  who  shall  fall  or  refuse 
to  make  such  change  or  changes  in 
any  property  or  device,  or  who  shall 
fail  to  repair  any  property  or  device 
after  it  has  been  impaired  by  service 
or  otherwise  contrary  to  any  order, 
direction  or  requirement  of  the  Com- 
mission, whether  such  order  be  gen- 
eral or  specific,  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars  for 
each  and  every  failure  to  comply  with 
such  order  or  requirement  of  the  Com- 
mission, or  for  each  day  such  failure 
or  refusal  to  comply  with  such  order 
of  the  Commission  is  persisted  in. 

All  suits  for  the  violation  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be 
brought  by  the  United  States  District 
Attorney  in  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  having  jurisdiction  in 
the  locality  where  such  violation  shall 
have  been  committed.  All  Government 
inspectors  are  herewith  required  to 
make  reports  of  all  cases  that  may 
come  to  their  knowledge  In  which  any 
order  or  requirement  of  the  Commis- 
sion, according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  shall  be  violated,  or  where 
such  order  is  not  complied  with  in 
violation  of  any  order  or  requirement 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion. 


CONNORS  DOING  GOOD  WORK 

James  B.  Connors,  Second  Interna- 
tional Vice-President,  is  doing  good 
work  these  days.  As  proof  thereof  he 
lately  reorganized  two  defunct  lodges, 
and  considering  the  depressed  condi- 
tions that  universally  prevail,  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  any  lodge  instituted 
during  such  trying  times  gives  every 
promise  of  becoming  a  permanent  fix- 
ture in  our  roster  of  lodges. 

On  August  17th  Bro.  Connors  re- 
organized Lodge  No.  145  at  East  Chi- 
cago, Ind.,  with  19  charter  members, 
with  bright  prospects  of  that  number 
being  doubled  in  the. near  future. 

From  Ekist  Chicago,  Bro.  Connors 
proceeded  to  Centralia,  111.,  where  on 
August  20th  he  succeeded  in  reorgan- 
izing Lodge  No.  167,  with  15  charter 
members. 


A  man  may  be  clever,  brilliant,  in- 
ventive, work  like  a  slave  at  his  busi- 
ness, and  yet  lose  everything  for  the 
want  of  a  certain  practicality  in  his  na- 
ture. 


A  VISION  OF  MONEY  AND  MAN 

I  passed  the  plate  in  the  church. 

There  was  a  little  silver;  but  the 
crisp  bank  notes  heaped  themselves  up 
high  before  me. 

And  ever  as  the  pile  grew  the  plate 
became  warmer  and  warmer,  until  it 
fftirly  burned  my  fingers,  and  a  smell 
of  scorching  flesh  rose  from  it,  and  I 
perceived  that  some  of  the  notes  were 
beginning  to  smoulder  and  curl,  half- 
browned  at  the  edges. 

And  then  I  saw  through  the  smoke 
into  the  very  substance  of  the  money, 
and  beheld  what  it  really  was. 

I  saw  the  stolen  earnings  of  the 
poor,  the  wide  margin  of  wages  pared 
down  to  starvation; 

I  saw  the  underpaid  female  eking 
out  her  living  on  the  street,  and  the 
overworked  child,  and  the  suicide  of 
the  discharged  miner; 

I  saw  the  poisonous  gases  from  the 
great  manufactories  spreading  disease 
and  death; 
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I  saw  despair  and  drudgery  filling 
the  dram-fihop; 

I  saw  rents  screwed  out  from  broth- 
er men  for  permission  to  live  on  God's 
land; 

I  saw  men  shut  out  from  the  bosom 
of  the  earth  and  begging  In  vain  for 
the  poor  privilege  to  work,  and  becom- 
ing tramps  and  paupers  and  lunatics, 
and  crowding  almshouses,  Insane  asy- 
lums and  prisons; 

I  saw  ignorance  and  vice  and  crime 
growing  rank  in  stifling,  filthy  slums; 

I  saw  usury  spring  from  usury,  itself 
again  born  of  unjust  and  legalized  vio- 
lence; 

I  saw  the  shoddy  cloth  and  adulter- 
ated food  and  lying  goods  of  all  kinds, 
cheapening  men  and  women  and  vul- 
garizing the  world; 

I  saw  hideousness  extending  itself 
from  mine  and  foundry,  over  forest 
and  river  and  field; 

I  saw  money  grabbed  from  fellow- 
grabbers  and  swindled  from  fellow- 
swindlers,  and  underneath  them  the 
workman  forever  spinning  it  out  of  its 
vitals; 

I  saw  the  laboring  world,  thin  and 
pale  and  bent  and  careworn  and 
driven,  pouring  out  this  tribute  from 
its  toll  and  sweat  into  the  lap  of  the 
richly-dressed  men  and  women  in  the 
pews,  who  only  glanced  at  them  to 
shrink  from  them  in  disgust; 

I  saw  the  gifts  of  wealthy  and  well- 
to-do  given  grudgingly  from  hoards  so 
great  that  they  could  not  be  missed,  as 
a  bribe  from  superstition  to  a  dishonest 
Judge  in  the  expectation  of  escaping 
hell; 

I  saw  all  this,  and  the  plate  burned 
my  fingers  so  that  I  had  to  hold  It 
first  in  one  hand  then  in  the  other; 
and  I  was  glad  when  the  parson  in 
his  ofQclal  robes  took  the  smoking  pile 
from  me  and,  turning  about,  lifted  it 
up  and  laid  it  on  the  altar. 


It  was  an  old-time  altar  indeed,  for 
it  bore  a  burnt  ofTering  of  flesh  and 
blood — ^a  sweet  savour  unto  the  Moloch 
whom  these  people  worship  with  their 
dally  round  of  human  sacrifices. 

The  shambles  are  in  the  temples  as 
of  yore,  and  the  tables  of  the  money- 
changers waiting  to  be  overturned.— 
Ernest  Crosby. 


THE  LACKAWANNA   TROUBLE 

Last  month  we  refrained  from 
making  mention  of  the  trouble  on  the 
D.,  L.  ft  W..  hoping  up  to  the  last  min- 
ute of  going  to  press  we  would  have 
good  news  to  chronicle,  but  another 
month  has  passed,  and  good  news 
seems  to  be  rather  remote.  If  at  all  we 
can  hope  for  a  termination  of  the 
affair  favorable  to  our  brothers  on  the 
Lackawanna. 

In  the  meantime  the  trouble  has 
been  aired  in  the  press,  and  Mr.  Trues- 
dale,  president  of  the  D.,  L.  |&  W.  R.  R.. 
has  caused  to  be  circulated  the  false 
statement  that  our  brothers  on  that 
road  were  rebelling  against  disciplin- 
ary measures  that  had  for  their  object 
the  protection  of  company  property 
and  the  protection  to  lives  of  the  trav- 
eling public. 

Some  time  ago  a  series  of  articles 
appeared  in  various  magazines,  the 
meat  of  which  was  that  the  frequently 
recurring  railway  disasters  were  in  a 
very  great  degree  traceable  to  the  in- 
difTerence  and  culpalbHlty  of  the  em- 
ployes, and  that  this  condition  ob- 
tained because  the  railway  managers 
were  powerless  to  maintain  efficient 
service,  owing  to  the  hostile  attitude 
of  the  railway  brotherhoods  in  their 
opposition  to  merited  punishment  be- 
ing meted  out  to  ofTending  and  negli- 
gent employes  who  happened  to  he 
members  of  these  brotherhoods. 

At  the  time  the  Journal  showed  up 
the    falsity    of    these    charges,    and 
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showed  that  the  railway  ctmtpanies 
were  trying  to  avoid  and  a^t  the  same 
time  direct  the  wrath  of  an  outraged 
public  towards  the  railway  brother- 
hoods. In  short,  the  railway  com- 
panies had  established  a  bureau  for 
the  dissemination  of  falsehood,  there- 
by hoping  to  poison  the  public  mind 
against  union  railway  men. 

Now  comes  Mr.  Truesdale  with  his 
maliciously  fklse  statement,  saying 
that  the  threatened  trouble  on  hie 
road  was  because  his  union  switchmen 
objected  to  being  disciplined. 

Here  are  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
we  will  leave  it  to  you  whether  or  not 
the  switchmen's  grievances  were 
IMAGINARY,  as  some  of  the  officials 
have  stated: 

On  or  about  June  13th.  at  Port 
Morris,  N.  J.,  a  night  crew  was  taken 
out  of  service  for  oversleeping  their 
noon  hour,  thereby  causing  a  2a-minute 
delay  to  a  train.  REMEMB12R  this,  it 
had  ALWAYS  been  the  custom  and 
practice  to  call  crews  when  their  hour 
was  up,  and  this  is  the  practice 
throughout  these  entire  United  States. 
But  on  this  occasion  a  drunken  assist- 
ant yardmaster  failed  to  perform  his 
regular  and  accustomed  duty,  and  for 
his  negligence  this  switching  crew  was 
sacrificed.  We  ask  you  In  all  candor 
and  honesty,  was  this  JUSTICE?  Again 
we  ask  you,  were  not  the  men  JUSTI- 
FIED in  trjrlng  to  have  Justice  done 
these  dismissed  .brothers?  In  demand- 
ing JUSTICE,  was  the  committee  fight- 
ing against  discipline,  as  Mr.  Trues^ 
dale  would  have  you  believe? 

Case  No.  2.  On  July  1st,  in  Buffalo, 
two  brothers  were  dismissed  for  re- 
fusing to  work  an  engine  short-handed, 
and  this  despite  the  fact  there  was  an 
agreement  stating  this  engine  would 
not  be  worked  short-handed. 

On  the  evening  in  question  the 
brother  in  charge  of  the  engine  noti- 
fied the  yardmaster  he  must  get  an- 


other man.  The  yardmaster  replied 
there  were  no  men,  and  that  he 
couldn't  make  one.  The  foreman  then 
replied  that  if  the  third  man  was  not 
forthcoming  he  would  send  the  engine 
to  the  house.  The  yardmaster  an- 
swered ••send  her."  The  facts  are 
these:  Up  to  last  October  the  com- 
pany had  made  a  practice  of  working 
engines  short-handed.  The  brothers 
employed  on  the  D.,  L.  ft  W.  early  in 
October  held  a  special  meeting,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was  that  they  gave  the 
company  ten  dliys  in  which  to  furnish 
a  full  complement  of  men  on  each 
engine.  The  company  begged  for  an 
extension  of  time,  claiming  tliey  could 
not  procure  a  sufllclent  number  of  men 
in  that  time.  The  men  held  another 
meeting  and  the  extension  of  time  was 
granted.  Every  crew  was  filled  out, 
and  no  crew  was  asked  to  work  short- 
handed  until  along  in  June  two  or 
three  instances  occurred,  and  the  in- 
cidents were  immediately  discussed 
by  the  men  and  they  resolved  to  nip 
the  thing  in  the  bud,  and  in  accordance 
with  this  understanding  it  fell  to  the 
lot  of  Bros.  Burke  and  Grlerson  to  re- 
fuse to  work  short-handed.  The  two 
brothers  worked  the  engine  one  hour 
and  thirty  minutes  to  give  the  yard- 
master  time  to  call  another  man. 

Now,  then,  we  ask  you  were  these 
brothers  RIGHT  in  carrying  out  the 
understanding  with  their  fellow-work- 
men? Was  the  committee  Justified  in 
taking  up  their  case?  And  again, 
where  in  this  case  is  there  a  figlit 
against  discipline?  And  where  are  the 
lives  of  the  public  and  the  property  of 
the  company  endangered  by  these  men 
insisting  on  a  full  crew? 


The  daily  hours  of  streert  car  men  in 
Warsaw,  Poland,  are  from  7  a.  m.  to 
11:30  p.  m.,  for  which  drivers  receive 
62  to  67  cents;  conductors,  62  to  83 
cents. 
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POLITICAL  NEUTRALITY  IN  THE 
INTEREST  OF  TRADES 
UNIONISM. 

The  editor  believes  it  doie  our  mem- 
bers and  readers  to  convey  in  this 
issue  the  policy  which  the  Switch- 
men's Journal,  as  a  trades  union  pub- 
lication, will  adhere  to  in  the  future. 

In  the  Switchmen's  Union  are  to  be 
found  men  of  all  political  beliefs,  and 
who  honestly  follow  the  dictates  of 
their  conscience,  believing  their  party 
represents  their  interests  to  a  greater 
material  degree  than  any  other  party 
in  the  field.  Many  consider  their 
political  convictions  as  something  sep- 
arate from  their  trades  union  Affilia- 
tion; except  as  they  'may  enter  the 
field  as  a  unit,  centered  on  a  party  or 
candidate  best  suited  to  advance  the 
interest  of  organized  labor.  This 
membership  views  with  disfavor  the 
columns  of  the  Journal  being  com- 
mitted to  political  doctrine  of  any  par- 
ticular nature. 

Therefore,  believing  harmony  will 
be  best  conserved  and  political  strife 
and  bitterness  obviated,  the  Grand 
Lodge  ofllcers  at  a  meeting  in  the 
Grand  Lodge,  September  4th,  con- 
cluded that  henceforth  matters  of  a 
political  nature  will  be  excluded  from 
the  columns  of  this  book. 

Political  neutrality,  based  on  fair- 
ness to  our  membership,  will  give  of- 
fense to  none  who  are  liberal  and 
broadminded  enough  to  recognize  the 
rl^ts  of  others. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  contrib- 
utors to  our  Journal  will  look  upon 
this  conclusion  with  a  spirit  of  toler- 
ance and  not  expect  space  to  air  their 
political  opinions,  when  same  might 
react  against  the  advancement  of  the 
union. 


TME  INTERNATIONAL  PRESI- 
DENT EXPLAINS  HIS  DEAL- 
INGS WITH  MAJOR  RAY. 

Some  time  near  the  end  of  March 
last,  Major  Ray  met  Mr.  Hawley  at 
Hotel  Foley,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  there 
the  question  of  Taft's  candidacy  for 
President  was  briefly  discussed.  Mr. 
Hawley  had  Just  begun  to  suffer  from 
the  trouble  which  subsequently  neces- 
sitated an  operation,  and  spent  but 
little  time  talking  to  Major  Ray  on 
that  occasion,  but  after  returning  to 
Buffalo  and  leaving  the  hospital  Mr. 
Hawley  received  a  letter  on  April  23, 
1908,  from  Major  Ray,  at  Chicago,  ask- 
ing when  and  where  the  Major  could 
meet  him.  On  the  23d  Mr.  Hawley  re- 
plied that  he  had  just  been  released 
from  the  hospital  and  was  under  the 
doctor's  care,  but  that  the  Major  could 
meet  him  in  Buffalo;  so  on  April  29th 
Mr.  Hawley  received  a  telegram  from 
Major  Ray  saying  he  would  be  in  Buf- 
falo the  following  day  at  9:00  a.  m. 

Mr.  Hawley  met  the  Major  on  that 
date,  when  he  found  that  what  was 
wanted  was  the  selection  of  some  Re- 
publican switchman  in  Chicago  who 
would  work  in  the  interest  of  Taft, 
provided  he  was  nominated,  and  as  Mr. 
Hawley  was  not  mixed  up  in  politics, 
he  told  the  Major  that  he  did  not  know 
of  anyone  in  Chicago  who  was  a  Re- 
publican and  would  work  for  Taft,  be- 
cause he  did  not  know  the  men's  poli- 
tics. However,  he  believed  that  a  cer- 
tain man  there  was  a  Republican,  and 
to  him  he  was  referred.  Another  mat- 
ter then  came  up  for  discussion,  and 
that  was  referred  to  the  same  man  in 
Chicago  and  another  man  in  Cincin- 
nati.^ There  was  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion regarding  a  particular  person,  but 
there  was  no  discussion  in  reference  to 
money  being  paid  to  any  leader  or  any 
other  person,  nor  was  there  any  state- 
ment made  that  any  leaders  were  fixed. 
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In  fact,  the  quotations  seen  in  a  cer- 
tain paper  i^  regard  to  this  matter  are 
absolutely  false  and  without  founda- 
tion.  When  Mr.  Hawley  was  leaving 
the  Major,  the  latter  handed  him  an 
envelope,  which,  when  afterwards 
opened,  was  found  to  contain  a  $50.00 
bill.  Immediately  Mr.  Hawley  decided 
to  return  the  money  to  Major  Ray, 'but 
concluded  to  protect  himself  by  having 
a  witness,  which  was  done. 

This  closed  the  incident  so  far  as 
Mr.  Hawley  was  concerned,  as  it  was 
not  for  one  moment  believed  that 
Major  Ray  had  any  intention  of  brib- 
ing him,  as  the  letter  written  the 
Major  on  May  2d  will  show.  The 
proposition  has  had  notoriety  without 
the  consent  or  wish  of  Mr.  Hawley,  and 
for  what  puri>oee  he  does  not  know. 
If,  however,  Mr.  Hawley  thought  that 
there  was  an  effort  made  to  bribe  him, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  of  trans- 
ferring the  responsibility  of  publish- 
ing it  to  another  party,  as  Mr.  Hawley 
would  do  this  at  once  himself.  It  was 
simply  a  case  of  mieplaced  confidence 
by  Mr.  Hawley  in  another  party.  No 
harm  has  been  done,  but  this  explana- 
tion is  deemed  necessary  in  order  to 
contradict  the  statement  which  ap- 
peared in  a  certain  paper  recently. 


Letter  from  First  Vice-Presidest 
Neberiiiig. 

DuLUTH,  Minn.,  Aug.  19,  1908. 
Edftob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Business  is  increasing  a  little  in  the 
West  on  account  of  the  movement  of 
grain.  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Kansas 
have  harvested  and  threshed  their 
crops.  I  find  business  in  the  yards 
dull  for  this  season  of  the  year,  and 
many  idle  men  that  were  laid  off 
months  ago.  Where  the  yards  are 
well  organized  in  this  union,  the  men 
were  retained  in  service;  worked  on 
under  their  schedule  without  any  in- 
fraction of  rules  by  the  minor  oflScials, 
and  the  working  agreements  wpre  re- 


spected by  the  men  and  the  railroad 
companies  alike.  Everything  ran 
smoothly,  no  friction,  no  infringement 
on  rights,  no  undue  advantage  taken 
to  shake  the  loyalty  of  those  yard  em- 
ployes. Consequently  the  highest 
efiOcient  service  has  been  rendered, 
with  accidents  reduced  to  a  minimum 
in  those  yards,  and  prompt  service 
given  to  the  patrons  of  the  road.  We 
wish  those  conditions  prevailed  in 
every  yard  in  this  land.  There  would 
be  a  greater  degree  of  comfort  and 
more  security  to  the  yard  man's  posi- 
tion. This  could  be  if  all  yard  men 
were  members  of  the  S.  U.,  and  fol- 
lowed our  laws;  and  if  members,  the 
laws  could  be  enforced.  On  the  other 
hand,  some  yards  are  handled  by  petty 
officials  who  are  tyrants  on  account  of 
their  ignorance.  They  seem  to  think 
their  position  depends  on  their  being 
slave-drivers;  that  men  must  ibe 
coerced  and  kept  in  fear.  To  do  this 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  men  divided 
into  factions,  and  keep  the  yard  dis- 
organized, and  use  one  man  to  down 
the  other.  This  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness cannot  i)e'carried  out  where*  the 
yard  men  are --honest  to  themselves 
and  tiheir  fellow-men,  and  become 
members  of  the  S.  U.  In  order  to  use 
those  tactics  successfully,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  number  of  dishonest 
men  to  breed  discord  and  discontent 
among  the  men.  These  fellows  that 
are  used  for  this  purpose,  that  are  dis- 
honest with  their  fellow-workman, 
have  no  scruples  in  purloining  goods 
that  the  company  must  pay  for.  This 
comes  out  of  the  stockholders  and 
eventually  must  be  charged  to  tihe 
shipper.  This  is  a  tremendous  price  to 
pay  to  keep  a  yard  disorganized  in 
order  to  keep  a  few  incompetent  men 
in  minor  positions.  The  only  claim 
they  can  make  is  they  kept  the  yard 
disorganized,  and  kept  the  men  dis- 
contented and  divided,  rendering  poor 
service  to  the  patrons  of  the  road. 
And  then  some  of  the  railroad  presi- 
dents wonder  why  public  opinion  is  so 
strong  in  some  quarters  against  rail- 
road corporations. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Hebebling. 


All  the  140  lamplighters  in  Boston, 
Mass..  belong  to  the  Lamplighters' 
Union. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


743 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


Letter  from  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent G>nnors. 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  10,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

LAst  October  the  voice  of  prosperity 
was  silenced.  Like  a  tornado  a  finan- 
cial panic  swept  over  this  great  and 
wealthy  country  of  ours.  A  financial 
flurry  they  called  it.  but  it  was  not 
a  flurry,  it  was  one  of  those  genuine 
crises  which  strike  the  capitalist  busi- 
ness world  after  every  period  of  fren- 
zied flnanciering  and  wild  business 
speculation. 

The  railroads  In  order  to  pay  divi- 
dends on  watered  stocks  laid  off  over 
three  hundred  thousand  men,  and 
their  example  was  followed  by  other 
industries,  and  as  a  result  millions  of 
men,  women  and  children  in  our  great 
republic  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  are 
living  in  misery  and  want.  Mothers' 
hearts  are  bleeding  when  looking  at 
their  suffering  little  ones.  Starvation 
in  the  wealthiest  country  on  earth  has 
become  chronic  with  many  thousands 
of  honest,  industrious  working  people. 
Wages  have  been  reduced,  and  the 
hours  have  been  lengthened  in  many 
instances  among  the  unorganized,  who 
are  always  at  the  mercy  of  the  em- 
ployer. The  organized  crafts  have 
been  successful  in  preventing  the  re- 
duction in  wages  up  to  this  time,  but 
the  machinery  of  the  government  is 
being  used  against  the  union  man. 
Unions  are  being  dissolved  by  order 
of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  as 
for  instance  in  Cleveland,  where  Judge 
Phillips  dissolved  the  Amalgamated 
Window  Glass  Blowers'  Union.  Im- 
portant labor  laws  have  been  declared 
unconstitutional.  In  Vli^nia,  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  were 
enjoined  by  United  Stetes  District 
Court  decision  from  organiziiug  the  im- 
ported non-union  miners;  In  Ohio 
United  States  Circuit  Judge  Thompson 
enjoined  the  International  Pressmen's 
Union  from  paying  eight-hour  strike 
benefits  to  its  own  members;  in  Min- 
nesota a  United  States  Circuit  Court 
judge  enjoined  the  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters for  not  handling  non-union 
materials;  in  Buffalo  Judge  Hazel  en- 
joined the  Switchmen's  Union  from 
declaring  a  strike  against  the  D.,  L.  & 
W.  Railroad's  proposed  wage  reduc- 
tion;   in  the  Democratic  State  of  Ala- 


bama Judge  Jones  decided  that  the 
State's  Railroad  Commission  had  no 
right  to  compel  the  railroad  companies 
to  obey  the  State  laws.  Judge  Jones 
was  formerly  a  railroad  attorney  and. 
of  course,  he  is  favorable  to  his  mas- 
ters. In  the  face  of  these  facts  we 
find  that  the  leaders  of  s<Hne  of  the 
railroad  orders  are  trying  to  infiuence 
their  membership  to  go  to  the  polls 
and  vote  for  "Injunction  Bill"  Taft 
and  other  candidates  who  stand 
pledged  to  let  the  railroads  run  the 
government.  It  is  reported  that  there 
is  a  horde  of  these  miscreants  now  at 
work  on  the  New  York  Central,  the 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Union  Pacific 
railways.  It  is  well  that  the  great 
army  of  railway  men  beware  of  this 
band  of  leprous  traitors,  who  would 
sell  their  souls  for  a  smile  from  some 
high-up  railroad  official.  The  agita- 
tion that  is  going  on  for  an  advance 
in  freight  rates  Is  a  blind  that  is  in- 
tended to  lead  up  to  something  else 
that  will  be  detrimental  to  the  great 
army  of  railway  employes.  The  em- 
ployes have  got  no  right  to  favor  the 
railroads  against  the  public.  I  would 
like  to  know  how  it  is  going  to  in- 
crease the  tonnage  by  increasing  the 
rates?  In  the  end  the  consumer  will 
pay  the  freight,  for  the  shipper  will 
raise  the  price  of  commodities,  and 
that  means  we  will  have  to  have  more 
wages.  Then  let  the  workers  devote 
their  time  to  building  up  their  unions, 
and  become  active  workers  in  the 
movement,  for  you  know  the  old  adage 
"God  helps  them  that  help  themselves." 
I  want  to  say  to  the  switchmen  that  in 
the  parts  of  the  country  where  there 
is  no  Switchmen's  Union  the  switch- 
men are   poorly   paid  and  ill-treated. 

'  In  the  city  of  Memphis  on  the  Illinois 
Central,  and  the  'BYisco,  where  they 
work  60  per  cent  negroes,  you  will  find 

.  one  white  foreman  and  two  black 
helpers.  The  negro  is  given  the 
preference.  A  white  man.  with  a 
good  wife  and  a  nice  family,  cannot 
get  a  job;  and  in  the  face  of  this  rail- 
road oflAcials  want  you  to  go  to  the 
polls  on  election  day  and  vote  for  their 
friends,  that  they  may  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  sink  you  farther  into  degrada- 
tion. In  Mobile,  switchmen  are  paid 
^2.60  and  ?2.90  per  day.  They  are  on 
duty  twelve  hours.  They  get  an  hour 
for  meals  any  old  time.  I  meet  In  my 
travels  good,  experienced  railroad  men 
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who  are  footsore  and  weary  from 
tramping  from  place  to  place  looking 
for  work.  How  long  is  this  going  to 
last  you  askf  Just  as  lon«  as  you 
vote  your  masters  and  their  political 
tools  into  office.  You,  the  producers 
of  the  wealth  of  this  nation,  have  got 
the  power  in  your  hands  to  change 
conditions,  but  in  order  to  do  so  you 
must  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  solidly 
against  "Injunction  Bill"  Taft  and  his 
kind.  And  by  all  means  beware  of  the 
band  of  traitors  who  have  accepted  the 
tainted  gold  of  the  corporations  to  go 
among  you  to  influence  you  to  vote 
against  your  interests.  Do  your  own 
thinking.    Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  B.  Connobs. 


Dangerous  Legislation. 

A  recent  issue  of  American  Indus- 
tries, a  publication  devoted  to  employ- 
ing interests,  displayed  on  its  front 
cover  the  following  remarkable  state- 
ment: 

Danoebous  Legislation. 

"This  number  contains  a  description 
of  the  most  ingenious  piece  of  legis- 
lation affecting  your  business  interests 
yet  proposed.  An  attempt  is  being 
made  to  legalize  the  boycott,  the  black- 
list and  the  malicious  and  sympathetic 
strike,  thus  repealing  all  existing  de- 
cisions of  the  courts  on  these  sub- 
jects." 

On  analyzing  the  foregoing  state- 
ment it  will  be  noticed  that  its  author 
thoroughly  appreciates  the  fact  that 
the  decisions  of  the  courts  have' been 
favorable  to  the  employers  as  against 
the  employes. 

Having  procured  from  the  courts 
decisions  that,  trampling  all  human 
rights  under  foot,  deny  labor  the  right 
to  boycott  capital  while  at  the  same 
time  granting  to  capital  by  express 
decision  the  right  to  black-list  labor; 
now  when  labor  seeks  to  enact  a 
statute  limiting  the  powers  of  the 
courts  in  industrial  disputes  such  a 
statute  is  declared  "Dangerous  Legis- 
lation," "repealing  all  existing  de- 
cisions of  the  courts  on  these  sub- 
jects." 

"Dangerous  Legislation!"  To  whom? 
To  the  people?  No,  for  they  are  at  all 
times  desirous  of  enjoying  the  largest 
possible  measure  of  personal  liberty. 
To  the  courts?  No,  for  the  courts 
after  all  is  said  and  done,  must  in  a 


republic  be  responsible  to  the  public 
will  and  fairly  execute  the  laws  as 
they  are  written.  It  is  not  good  for 
the  courts  to  drift  so  far  out  of  touch 
with  the  people  as  to  get  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  they  are  absolute. 

In  colonial  times  our  Boston  ances- 
tors rebelled  against  taxation  without 
representation,  and  took  particular  ob- 
jection to  the  tax  on  tea.  Not  only  did 
these  respectal^le  gentlemen  boycott 
the  tea,  but  when  a  vessel  entered 
Boston  harbor  laden  with  the  cursed 
stuff  they  organized  a  tea  party  and 
went  aboard  the  ships  and  threw  the 
tea  overboard.  The  room  In  which  this 
tea  party  was  organized  has  been  until 
within  a  very  few  years  preserved  and 
shown  to  visitors  by  Bostonians  with 
pride  and  the  "Boston  tea  party"  has 
been  often  referred  to  with  national 
pride  as  showing  the  "spirit  of  76," 
and  the  men  who  participated  have 
been  looked  upon  as  national  heroes. 

Now  in  these  times  union  men 
would  be  quite  satisfied  to  let  the 
bated  commodity  alone,  and  to  advise 
others  where  it  was  and  to  let  it 
alone,  and  it  is  questionable  whether 
the  courts  would  permit  us  to  go  that 
far. 

laey  might  restrain  us  from  letting 
it  alone  or  they  might  go  farther  and 
say  that  our  refusal  to  buy  and  drink 
the  tea  was  endangering  the  owner's 
property  rights,  etc.,  for  which  he 
would  have  no  adequate  remedy  at 
law,  etc.,  therefore  we  enjoin  and 
command  each  and  all  of  the  defend- 
ants to  buy  and  drink  the  said  tea. 

There  would  be  nothing  in  such  a 
decision  more  sweeping  or  more  vio- 
lative of  personal  liberty  than  the 
courts  have  already  done.  And  when 
it  is  sought  to  check  or  correct  these 
abuses  by  statute  law  the  attempt  is 
denounced  as  "dangerous  legislation." 

It  is  not  dangerous  legislation  for 
the  employer  for  his  interest  must 
always  be  on  the  side  of  strong  gov- 
ernment and  strong  government  rests 
upon  the  consent  and  contentment  of 
the  governed.  It  may  appear  to  an 
employer  that  his  immediate  interest 
may  be  served  by  riding  roughshod 
over  the  working  people  without  war- 
rant of  law,  but  if  he  will  read  the 
history  of  all  peoples  he  wll  find  that 
despotism  has  always  been  overthrown 
by  the  oppressed,  that  monarchies  now 
enjoy  constitutional  liberties  and  that 
In   this  twentieth  century   It   has  be- 
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come  l)ad  form  to  try  to  repress  hu- 
man liberties. 

For  these  general  reasons  not  to 
mention  the  numerous  special  or 
specific  ones  any  legislation  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  mass  is  not  dangerous, 
but  any  law  or  court  decree  that  op- 
presses the  mass  is  "dangerous  legis- 
lation." 

In  this  connection  be  it  remembered 
that  our  venerated  ancestors  after 
fooling  with  the  tea  question  for  some 
time  threw  the  blamed  stuff  overboard. 

Be  it  also  remembered  that  the 
courts  so  far  as  the  workingman  is 
concerned,  are  almost  without  excep- 
tion another  case  of  taxation  with- 
out representation. — The  Shoetoorkera* 
Journal. 


Unite. 

Ye  workers,  who  have  slaved  so^ong» 
Not  dreaming  of  your  giant-might, 
Shake  off  your  tyrant-chaini?  of  wrong. 
Unite! 

Oft  were   ye    thwarted^    mocked   and 
slurred, 
Or  wounded  in  th'  industrial  fight 
Today  your  voices  shall  be  heard. 
Unite! 

Alone,  ye  are  like  toy-boats  hurled 

By  winds  upon  the  rocks  at  night. 
Together,  ye  shall  shake  the  world. 
Unite! 

The  sacred  cause  of  Brotherhood 

Glows  with  a  love-begotten  light, 
Through  It  shall  be  the  highest  good. 
Unite! 

Those    starving    bairns    their    souls' 
light  gone. 
From  faces  old  an^  drawn  and  white, 
In  gasping  whisper  urge  you  on — 
Unite! 

The  dawning  day  no  more  is  hid 

From  eager  hope's  expectant  sight, 
When  Joy  shall  reign  because  you  did 
Unite! 
— Rose  E.  Sharlandf  in  Justice. 


The  United  States  government  has 
begun  a  series  of  scientific  investiga- 
tions into  the  causes  of  disasters  in 
American  coal  mines,  in  the  hope  of 
reducing  the  present  frightful  mortal- 
ity to  a  minimum. 


Breaking  Up  the  Union. 

The  following  is  self-explanatory, 
and  shows  how  the  power  of  organized 
capital  expresses  its  interests  against 
organized  labor: 

On  Monday  morning,  April  15,  1908. 
when  the  members  of  the  U.  G.  W.  of 
A.,  Local  Union  No.  199,  Mayfleld,  Ky., 
showed  up,  as  usual,  for  work  at  The 
Old  Woolen  Mills,  each  member  was 
presented  a  paper  (in  substance)  to 
sign,  as  follows: 

"We.  the  undersigned  employes  of 
The  Old  Woolen  Mills,  Mayfield.  Ky.,  do 
hereby  agree  to  withdraw  from  the 
union  and  surrender  our  union  cards  to 
said  firm.  We  also  agree  not  to  affiliate 
with  nor  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of 
the  union  nor  pay  any  dues  to  said 
union  nor  encourage  in  any  way,  while 
employes  of  The  Old  Woolen  Mills,  said 
union.  The  Old  Woolen  Mills  agrees  to 
take  back,  without  prejudice,  such  em- 
ployes as  it  sees  proper  to  reinstate, 
and  The  Old  Woolen  Mills  also  agrees 
to,  return  any  cards,  at  any  time,  to  any 
one  who  wishes  to  give  up  his  job  with 
The  Old  Woolen  Mills  and  to  go  back 
to  the  union." 

This  was  so  sudden  to  the  members, 
the  majority  of  whom  are  widowed  wo- 
men and  girls  who  are  solely  depend- 
ent upon  the  meager  sums  they  receive 
for  the  bountiful  labor  performed  for 
the  sustenance  of  life;  that  before  they 
scarcely  knew  what  course  to  pursue 
ten  or  fifteen  signed  this  most  unrea- 
sonable paper  and  continued  to  work, 
but  the  remainder  of  our  members  (75 
or  80)  employed  at  this  mill  flatly  re- 
fused to  sign  away  the  last  vestige  of 
liberty  left  to  the  working  class.  They 
still  remain  out  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  until  that  paper  has  been  torn 
up  and  they  are  allowed  to  return  to 
their  labor  without  the  shackles  this 
company  is  trying  to  place  upon  them. 
The  union  had  made  no  demands  of 
the  company  nor  expected  to  make  any 
demands.  The  only  reason  the  man- 
agement gave  for  the  action  was  tha': 
the  union  was  growing  so  rapidly  they 
just  concluded  to  "nip  it  in  the  bud'' 
at  once.  We  find  there  is  a  concerted 
action  on  the  part  of  the  employers  of 
labor  here  to  crush  all  unions  before 
they  grow  stronger. — Exchange, 


Amalgamated  Cotton.  Spinners  of 
Great  Britain  have  in  hand  funds 
amounting  to  12,400,000. 
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The  Great  Black  Way. 

You  may  talk  about  your  Great  White 

Way,  but  there's   one  fills  me 

with  dread; 
It's  the  awful,  awful  Black  Way  that 

the  little  people  tread, 
Where  women  are  too  tired  to  weep — 

children  too  tired  to  play; 
Where  it's  work — work — work — all  the 

night  and  all  the  day. 
Oh,  the  never-ending  beat  of  the  many, 

many  feet 
Of    a    weary    folk    who    never    have 

enough  to  wear  or  eat! 
And  life  is  like  a  nightmare  on  the 

Great  Black  Way. 

Oh,  we  have  fears  of  more  than  years 

upon  the  Great  Black  Way, 
For  a  wolf  preys  on  our  vitals  and  his 

hunger  hath  no.  stay. 
So  he  grinds  and  grinds  us  in  if  we 

curse  or  if  we  grin; 
And  perhaps  it  is  a  sin,  but  in  such  a 

rattling  din 
We  think  no  God  can  hear  us  on  the 

Great  Black  Way. 

Our  children  die  ere  they  are  born,  for 
women  may  not  rest. 

And  Death  is  gorged  with  helpless 
babes  robbed  of  their  mother'a 
breast. 

The  less  lucky,  white  of  face  and  weak- 
limbed  must  run  the  race. 

Where  a  great,  gaunt,  iron  Goblin  sets 
the  swift,  remorseless  pace; 

And  their  bleached  bones  are  our  pav- 
ing stones  upon  the  Great  Black 
Way. 

The  men  tney  die  like  poisoned  rats  in 

tunnels,  mines,  and  caves. 
And  powder  mills  and  railroads  kill 

them  80  they  need  no  graves; 
They  blind  them  and  they  maim  them, 

starve  and  freeze  them  on  the 

street. 
And  it's  something  of  a  treat  Just  to 

die  of  dirt  and  heat, 
Instead  of  being  slaughtered  on  the 

Great  Black  Way. 

And  the  women  (God  be  kind  to  them, 
and  to  a  world  so  blind  to  them). 

What  law  protects  a  woman  on  the 
Great  Black  Way? 

Oh,  ye  wise  men  of  all  nations,  creep- 
ing through  your  sordid  lives, 

jMaking  scapegoats  of  your  mothers, 
beasts  of  burden  of  your  wives. 


See  what  lowly  flowers  might  teach 

you:    This  bulb  buried  in  the 

mire 
Contains  all  the  lily's  whiteness,  all 

her  flaming  heart  of  fire. 
So  the  Hope  of  Man  lies  hidden,  in  a 

woman's  heart  the  germ, 
But  the  world  must  give  her  sunshine 

or  it  rots  and  feeds  the  worm. 
— Mary  Updegrove  in  Neto  York  Eve- 
ning Call. 

What  ef  the  Union? 

What  of  the  Union?    Far  and  wide 

We  hear  the  herald  chimes 
Of  brotherhood  and  doing  good 

And  hopes  for  better  times; 
Yea,  it  is  wise  to  organize 

In  bond6  of  union  strong. 
And  wide  awake  for  labor's  sake 

To  help  th«  cauae  along. 

Throughout  the  land  an  impulse  stirs 

On  Hope's  uplifted  wings, 
A  longing  rife  through  toil  and  strife 

A  wish  for  better  things, 
Impelled  by  right  when  men  unite 

And  honor's  course  pursue, 
To  ever  bless  in  helplessness 

Is  union's  purpose  true. 

Then  long  live  Union!   May  its  strength 

For  human  good  increase. 
Let  none  despise  to  organize 

Till  graft  and  greed  shall  cease; 
Then  keep  alive,  let  union  thrive 

The  toiler's  home  to  bless, 
Sing  as  we  fare  and  breathe  a  prayer 

The  Union's  grand  success. 

— Margaret  Scott  Hall, 


Labor's  Black  Hole. 

In  these  days  when  millions  of  men 
are  idle,  we  hear  more  and  more  about 
wages  being  fixed  by  "competition." 

There  is  a  great  movement  going  on 
among  the  great  employers  of  the  land 
to  lower  wages;  and  they  call  the 
process  "competition." 

When  a  great  crowd  of  men  gathers 
at  the  doors  of  the  machine  shop  or 
the  packing  house  or  the  steel  mill, 
asking  in  vain  for  work,  and  ready, 
under  the  compulsion  of  want,  to  take 
anything,  it  is  called  "competition  in 
the  labor  market." 

Surajah  Dowlah.  a  Hindoo  prince,  in 
a  war  with  the  English,  put  146  pris- 
oners in  a  room  but  18  feet  square  and 
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left  them  there.  The  prisoners  were 
Englishmen,  with  the  Englishman's 
sporting  blood  and  manliness  and  love 
of  fair  play;  but  when  the  air  grew 
foul  in  this  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta,  as 
it  is  called,  the  prisoners  began  crowd- 
ing to  the  one  window  at  which  air 
could  be  admitted.  They  began  "com- 
peting/' as  idle  laborers  are  "compet- 
ing" in  the  labor  market  today.  The 
pushing  and  crowding  toward  the  win- 
dow became  a  frenzied  and  beastlike 
flghit,  in  which  every  human  considera- 
tion was  lost  sight  of.  They  tore  at 
each  other  with  tooth  and  nail.  Weak 
women  went  down  in  the  press  of 
crazed  human  animals,  and  bootheels 
were  stamped  into  their  faces  as  some 
man  stood  upon  them  to  get  to  the 
little  window.  It  was  the  crowning 
horror  of  those  horrible  wars.  When 
the  morning  dawned,  only  a  score  of 
the  prisoners  were  alive.  The  rest  of 
them  lay  dead,  strangled,  suffocated, 
trampled  down  in  the  "competition  of 
the  air  market"  of  the  Black  Hole  of 
Calcutta. 

Anyone  can  see  that  this  was  not 
competition,  but  the  really  involuntary 
struggles  of  suffocating  men  for  air. 
It  was  no  more  competition  than  the 
grip  of  the  drowning  man  is  competi- 
tion when  he  drags  down  his  would-be 
rescuers. 

The  so-called  competition  of  the  la- 
bor market  is  as  unfair,  as  spurious,  as 
brutal  as  was  that  of  the  Black  Hole. 
The  employers  have  the  only  window 
at  which  men  can  get  either  food  or 
clothing  or  shelter — the  window  of  em- 
ployment which  they  "give"  men. 

The  knot  of  the  problem  lies  in  mo- 
nopoly of  opportunity  for  self-employ- 
ment. Men  cannot  employ  themselves. 
Other  men  own  the  opportunities.  Not 
the  machinery  and  the  factory  only. 
If  the  face  of  nature,  from  which 
comes  all  employment,  were  not  mo- 
nopolized, men  could  build  their  own 
machines  and  factories  and  operate 
them  co-operatively.  But  the  planet 
on  which  we  live  is  fenced  up  and 
owned.  Our  ancestors  of  only  a  couple 
of  generations  ago  went  into  the  for- 
est or  out  on  the  prairie,  when  work 
got  scarce,  and  employed  themselves. 
And  we  had  no  strikes,  no  lockouts, 
no  labor  troubles.  The  unemployed 
were  drained  off  into  the  great  sea  of 
unfenced  and  unmonopolized  nature. 
Men  would  not  work  for  other  men  ex- 
cept for  wages  as  high  as  they  could  ' 


make  working  for  themselves.  Amer- 
ica was  the  land  of  industrial  peace,  of 
good  wages,  of  refuge  for  the  op- 
pressed of  all  lands. 

Until  opportunity  for  self-employ- 
ment is  again  made  free,  there  is  no 
use  in  talking  about  treating  labor  as 
capital  is  treated.  Laws  must  be  made 
more  favorable  for  labor  than  for  capi- 
tal, if  anything  like  a  square  deal  is  to 
prevail.  Would  it  have  been  fair  to 
make  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  men  and  women  in  the  Black 
Hole  as  for  those  breathing  the  free 
air  outside?  Lawmakers,  writers, 
courts,  must  remember  that  labor  is  in 
the  Black  Hole  of  one-sided  competi- 
tion, and  not  in  the  free  atmosphere 
of  unrestricted  opportunity. — Loa  An- 
geles Record. 


How  Woman  was  Made. 

The  poor  Hindu  was  sadly  put  to  it 
to  account  for  woman,  lovely  woman, 
but  no  more  so  than  many  wiser  ones 
since  his  time.  According  to  the  legend 
Twashtri,  the  Vulcan  of  Hindu  mythol- 
ogy, created  the  world,  but  when  the 
arrived  at  the  final  object  which  was 
to  be  his  chef  d'oeuvre  he  found  to  his 
annoyance  that  he  had  run  out  of  ma- 
terials. He  had  not  a  single  chunk  of 
solid  matter  left 

With  a  mental  execration  upon  his 
carelessness  he  fell  into  a  profound 
meditation,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  he  took  "the  roundness  of  the 
moon,  the  undulating  curves  of  the 
serpent,  the  graceful  twist  of  the  creep- 
ing plant,  the  light  shivering  of  the 
grass  blade  and  the  slenderness  of  the 
willow,  the  lightness  of  the  feather, 
the  gentle  gaze  of  the  doe,  the  frolic- 
someness  of  the  sunbeam,  the  tears  of 
the  cloud,  the  inconstancy  of  the  wind, 
the  timidity  of  the  hare,  the  vanity  of 
the  peacock,  the  hardness  of  the  dia- 
mond, the  cruelty  of  the  tiger,  the 
heat  of  the  fire,  the  chill  of  the  snow, 
the  cackling  of  the  parrot*  and  the 
cooing  of  the  turtledove." 

He  mixed  all  these  together  in  equal 
proportions,  and  the  result  was  wo- 
man. After  all,  isn't  this  an  advance 
upon  the  rib  theory?— ITatwcw  Citif 
Journal. 


There  are  undeveloped  possibilities 
in  every  one,  therefore  no  one  should 
be  despised. 
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Cincinnati,  O. 

Bditob  SwrTCHiC£N*8  Joubnal: 

In  reply  to  "Old  Kentucky's"  report  In 
last  month's  Joubnal^  about  Lodge  No. 
26  being  asleep,  I  will  say  to  all  broth- 
ers in  and  around  Cincinnati  that  the 
members  of  No.  26  are  the  most  wide 
awake  members  that  "Old  Kentucky" 
ever  saw,  for  when  they  take  hold  of 
anything  like  an  outing  it  has  to  be 
constitutional  and  come  under  the 
lodge  before  they  take  hold  of  any  out- 
ing that  sails  under  the  banner  of  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  and  that  is  the  reason 
tliat  No.  26  went  to  sleep  and  did  not 
take  any  part  in  the  outing,  and  I 
would  advise  the  brother  from  old  Ken- 
tucky and  the  other  brothers  to  study 
up  their  constitutions  and  then  the 
next  time  that  they  give  an  outing  to 
come  and  see  what  No.  26  will  do,  for 
we  have  never  failed  in  ansrthing  as 
yet  when  we  work  under  the  seal  of 
the  lodge.  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
committee  did  so  well  with  their  out- 
ing and  made  as  much  as  they  did  so 
that  the  brother  from  old  Kentucky 
was  nothing  out  of  his  pocket. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

RoLLA.  Quick, 
President  Royal  Blue  Lodge  No.  26, 
Cincinnati,  0. 


Salt  Lake,  Utah. 

Bditob  SwrrcHMEN's  Joubwal: 

At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  addressed  by  our 
worthy  Fourth  Vice-President,  Bro. 
Burt  He  made  a  fine  address.  He  Is 
an  eloquent  and  eflPectiye  talker,  and 
gave  us  much  lodge  news  and  encour- 
agement, saying  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  is 
increasing  in  membership  all  over  the 
country.  He  goes  from  here  to  Ruth. 
Ner.,  to  organize  a  lodge  there,  there 


being  many  members  working  there 
with  no  lodge  to  attend. 

Railroad  business  has  not  increased 
much.  The  O.  S.  L.  put  on  two  en- 
gines at  Murray  Smelters  lately,  but 
extra  men  are  not  making  a  living. 
Crops  are  large  but  not  moving  yet. 

Salt  Lake  City  is  filled  with  tourists 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  attracted 
by  our  famous  bathing  resort,  Salt  Air 
Beach,  and  beauty  spots,  parks  and 
drives,  fishing  and  hunting — an  Ideal 
summer  resort  and  convention  city. 
We  expect  a  large  crowd  Sept  21st  at 
the  National  Brotherhood  of  Carpen- 
ters and  Joiners'  convention,  which 
assembles  here. 

At  Bureka,  Utah,  last  month,  the 
large  gold,  silver  and  lead  mining 
camp  had  a  big  celebration  on  the  com- 
pletion of  their  railroad  and  smelter. 
The  railroad  is  operated  with  the 
"cog"  or  •'shay"  engines,  and  it  is  a 
dangerous  "pike,"  as  are  most  all  these 
roads  througb  this  Rocky  Mountain 
country. 

On  the  evening  of  the  lOth  there 
was  a  card  party  at  the  home  of  our 
worthy  master,  Bro.  Bayes,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  it  was  a  great  success, 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bayes  are  pleasant 
entertainers.  The  refreshments  and 
pleasures  at  this  gathering  afforded  a 
good  time  to  all  who  attended.  Those 
of  the  party  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
L.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Shill, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bullock,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swazy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sargent.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hanchett,  Mrs.  Lemon,  Miss  Bul- 
lock. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wllber  and  many 
neighbors  and  outside  friends.  Bro. 
and  Sister  Charles  of  No.  35  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  were  unable  to  attend  on  ac- 
count of  entertaining  friends  from  the 
East 

Concluding.  1  desire  to  mention  that 
Bro.  Fred  Margette  of  Uie  Salt  Air 
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Beach  Line,  has  been  promoted  from 
brakeman  to  conductor.  Fred  is  an 
old-timer  and  the  promotion  is  well 
deserved. 

Bros.  "Happy"  McQue.  Billy  Elliott 
and  Willie  E.  Foster  are  all  at  Ruth, 
Nev.,  with  Nevada  Northern. 

Well,  Bs  there  is  nothing  new  or 
startling  since  my  last  letter  I  will 
close  with  best  wishes  to  all. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

ZiON. 


Conneaut,  O. 

Editob  Switchmen*s  Joubnal: 

I  will  try  my  hand  once  more  at  rep- 
resenting No.  116  in  the  "pink  book." 
I  guess  we  are  the  best  favored  of  any 
of  the  Lfike  Erie  ports  during  this  off 
period  of  Republican  prosperity,  al- 
though we  are  not  overrun  with  work 
here,  I  heard  that  we  are  doing  better 
than  most  ports.  But,  of  course,  we  do 
not  know  how  long  it  will  last.  We 
have  had  about  two  months  of  pretty 
fair  business  so  far  and  we  may  have 
another  month  yet  and  possibly  more 
before  another  six  or  eight  months' 
shut  down. 

Our  lodge  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition,  considering  the  times.  We 
are  getting  applications  right  along 
and  some  of  the  boys  who  were  forced 
to  drop  out  during  the  dead  winter  we 
Just  passed,  are  being  reinstated^  so 
that  altogether  I  don't  think  we  need 
to  complain  so  far  as  the  lodge  is  con- 
cerned when  we  consider  that  we  were 
all  practically  thrown  out  of  work  last 
November  and  did  not  get  back  to  work 
until  about  the  15th  of  June.  The  pros- 
pects are  good  for  the  same  thing  to 
happen  again  this  year.  Of  course  a 
few  of  the  boys  got  in  two  or  three 
months  on  the  Nickel  Plate  last  winter 
and  others  took  up  some  other  kind  of 
work,  and  so  on,  but  I  thing,  every- 
thing considered,  the  lodge  did  re- 
markably well  to  hold  the  membership 
as  well  as  it  did.  I  think  that  when 
business  closes  down  this  fall  we  will 
have  almost,  if  not  as  many  members, 
as  we  had  last  fall,  which  shows  that 
the  boys  realize  the  necessity  of  stay- 
ing together  at  all  times,  so  far  as 
unionism  is  concerned. 

Now  the  question  arises,  will  they 
stick  together  on  the  most  important 
of  all  days  to  the  worklngman — elec- 
tion day?  I  do  not  see  how  any  work- 
lngman can  go  to  the  polls  this  year 


and  vote  for  either  of  the  old  parties. 
Every  worklngman  that  reads  at  all 
knows  "Injunction  Bill's"  record.  And 
how  can  they  expect  to  get  any  legis- 
lation favorable  to  their  interest  from 
him  or  the  party  that  he  leads,  is  a 
puszle  to  me.  The  other  "Bill,"  in  his 
speech  of  acceptance,  puts  all  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  present  condition  of 
things  on  the  present ,  administration. 
I  do  not  see  where  he  offers  any  very 
effectual  remedy. 

He  pledges  himself  to  carry  out  the 
Denver  platform,  and  the  only  differ- 
ence between  that  and  the  Chicago 
platform  is  the  tariff  reform  hobby  and 
the  election  of  United  States  Senators 
by  popular  vote.  While  these  may  pos- 
sibly be  good  so  far  as  they  go,  I  think 
things  have  gone  too  far  for  such  reme- 
dies as  those  to  have  much  effect 

As  far  as  the  Senate  is  concerned, 
the  best  medicine  for  that  is  to  abolish 
it  entirely,  and  as  long  as  the  Supreme 
Court  has  the  power  it  has,  we  may  as 
well  not  have  any.  house  of  representa- 
tives either,  for  as  long  as  all  the  laws 
have  to  be  made  to  suit  the  Supreme 
Court,  why  not  let  them  make  them 
themselves  and  save  the  expense  of 
Congress? 

Oh,  by  the  way,  in  speaking  of  the 
remedies  offered  by  the  Democratic 
platform  for  existing  evils,  I  forgot  to 
mention  Bro.  Gompers'  injunction 
plank.  It  would  never  do  to  overlook 
that 

I  see  by  the  "red  special"  program 
that  comrade  Debs  will  go  through 
here  on  Sept.  30th.  I  hope  he  will 
make  at  least  a  short  stop  here,  as  I 
for  one  would  like  to  see  him  and 
hear  even  a  short  speech  from  him. 
and  I  know  of  several  more  here  who 
would  also  like  to  hear  him. 

Well,  as  I  am  writing  this  during  my 
supper  hour,  I  guess  it  is  time  to  head 
in  and  give  someone  else  a  chance, 
while  I  start  in  again  making  money 
for  "Andy." 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 


League  City. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  will  try  to  do  something  I  never 
did  before,  that  is  write  for  the  Joub- 
nal. 

I  am  a  switchman,  and  belong  to 
Oleander  No.  70.  but  at  tftie  present 
time  I  am  truck  farming.     I  am  Just 
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through  gathering  the  spring  crop, 
which  consists  of  cucumbers,  canta- 
loupes, tomatoes,  ibeans,  squash,  okra, 
sweet  peppers,  and  corn.  I  am  now 
planting  field  peas  and  Spanish  pea- 
nuts, also  a  couple  of  acres  of  sweet 
spuds. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  we  will  have 
a  good  fall  in  railroad  business,  as  I 
railroad  in  the  falU  and  it  can't  come 
too  soon  for  me  this  year,  as  the  old 
lady  and  little  chaps  are  almost  thread- 
bare, including  Bill,  which  Is  myself. 
As  Iftiis  is  my  first  year  at  farming  I 
made  a  good  success  as  a  farmer^  but 
the  truck  market  was  bad  all  over  the 
country.  We  shipped  twenty-nine  cars 
of  cucumbers  out  of  here,  and  five 
brought  the  freight,  so  when  I  bal- 
anced up  my  books  I  consider  myself 
a  great  deal  worse  off  than  the  poor 
unfortunate  brother  who  is  searching 
the  country  for  work. 

I  see  in  the  last  Journal,  which  1 
have.  Labor  Must  Enter  Politics  by 
Robert  Hunter;  words  bravely  spoken. 
Come  again,  old  boy,  for  your  ideas 
are  good  ones. 

Hoping  this  won't  find  the  waste- 
basket,  I  am. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

Old  Bill. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Just  a  little  space  in  the  Journal 
for  a  few  lines  fr<Mn  No.  80  to  inform 
the  brothers  that  we  are  still  climbing 
the  ladder  of  success.  At  our  last  reg- 
ular meeting  we  expected  our  Interna- 
tional President,  but  owing  to  import* 
ant  business  that  required  his  atten- 
tion in  other  localities  he  was  unable 
to  come.  The  members  of  No.  80  re- 
gret very  much  that  Bro.  Hawley 
could  not  be  present,  but  hope  in  the 
near  future  to  be  favored  with  a  visit 
from  him. 

Well,  brothers,  I  see  by  the  way 
some  of  you  attend  meetings  that  you 
have  very  little  interest  in  what  is 
going  on.  You  certainly  have  not  got 
the  good  and  welfare  of  the  S.  U.  at 
heart  or  you  would  attend  at  least  one 
meeting  a  month.  We  have  members 
right  here  in  No.  80  who  have  never 
been  in  the  lodge  room  since  they  were 
initiated.  Tou  ought  to  be  ashamed 
to  give  the  one  thing  that  has  done  so 
much  good  for  you,  and  made  it  pos- 


sible for  you  to  earn  from  |90  to  |100 
per  month,  such  small  consideration. 
So  again  I  appeal  to  you  brothers  who 
do  not  attend  meetings  to  come  up  at 
least  once  a  month. 

Everything  points  to  brighter  times 
in  the  way  of  business.  On  the  P.  M. 
Railroad  they  have  decided  to  put  all 
the  men  back  on  engines  who  were  laid 
off  during  dull  times.  It  begins  to 
look  as  though  It  did  not  pay  to  work 
engines  i^ort-handed,  and  when  the 
opportune  time  comes  we  must  put 
forth  every  effort  to  get,  either 
through  our  schedules  or  legislation, 
some  clause  by  which  they  will  be 
compelled  to  work  three  men  on  every 
engine.  This  perhaps  will  have  to 
come  through  the  ballot,  and  it  begins 
to  look  as  though  that  is  the  only 
weapon  left  to  organizations. 

I  was  amused  at  a  remark  made  to 
me,  in  reply  to  a  question  I  asked  an 
old,  grizzly  car  tinker  a  short  time 
ago.  I  asked  him  whom  he  was  going 
to  vote  for  this  tall  and  he  said  he 
was  going  to  vote  for  himself.  I  said, 
"Then,  if  you  vote  for  yourself  you 
will  vote  the  Socialist  Ucket"  His  re- 
ply was,  "I  am  a  Socialist"  So,  broth- 
ers, if  we  vote  to  help  the  cause  of  the 
laboring  man.  It  is  up  to  us  to  vote  the 
Socialist  ticket  Give  up  this  Idea  of 
saying  what  is  the  use,  he  will  not  be 
elected  anyway.  Perhaps  not,  but  even 
if  we  do  not  win  at  this  election,  we 
are  beginning  to  make  the  other  two 
parties  sit  up  and  notice  things.  You 
will  be  voting  for  a  good  cause,  and  a 
good  cause  defeated  is  better  than  ten 
thousand  bad  ones  that  are  victorious. 

Well,  brothers,  as  I  am  on  the  main 
lin6  with  only  one  helper,  I  will  pull 
into  clear. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

UlfCLE  RaSTUS. 


Tacoma,  Wash. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Again  the  grim  reaper  Death  has  en- 
tered our  fold  and,  on  July  27th,  he 
called  our  worthy  brother,  M.  E. 
White,  over  the  great  divide.  Oh,  how 
uncertain  is  life — here  today  in  the 
best  of  health,  gone  tomorrow!  Broth* 
ers,  do  not  forget  this,  you  have  dear 
ones  that  will  be  left  behind,  protect 
them  with  the  only  thing  a  poor  work- 
ing man  can — do  not  let  your  policies 
lapse.      T^hile    it    will    not    heal    the 
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wound  left  by  you  being  taken  from 
them,  it  will  keep  the  wolf  of  hunger 
f  nom  the  door.  So,  if  you  have  no  pro- 
tection for  your  loved  ones,  don't  put 
it  off  another  day,  but  get  it  today,  for 
tomorrow  may  be  too  late. 

Well,  brothers,  No.  135  is  still  on 
deck,  though  our  goat  had  quite  a  rest 
We  will  have  to  trot  him  out  again  in 
the  near  future,  as  business  is  picking 
up  again  and  with  prospects  of  keep- 
ing on  the  gain. 

International  Fourth  Vice-President 
W.  H.  Burt  honored  us  with  a  visit 
last  month  and  we  are  always  glad  to 
have  some  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ofScers 
come  this  way,  though  it  does  not  hap- 
pen very  often.  But  Bro.  Burt  made 
up  for  lost  time  by  giving  us  a  history 
of  his  travels  and  work  since  he  was 
here  last  November,  and  of  the  good 
work  being  done  by  your  worthy  presi- 
dent F.  T.  Hawley,  and  the  first,  sec- 
and  and  third  vice-presidents.  We 
were  surprised  at  the  work  done  as 
told  by  Bro.  Burt,  as  we  thought  every- 
thing was  at  a  standstill,  same  as  here, 
and  we  hope  that  Bro.  Burt  will  have 
as  good  luck  in  the  district  where  he 
is  working,  as  the  S.  U.  had  in  the  Bast 
this  year  and,  if  hard  work  will  do  it, 
the  right  man  is  there.  Well,  it  is  time 
to  turn  in.    Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Ike. 


Auburn  Park,  Chicago. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Once  more  I  will  ask  a  small  space 
in  our  JouBNAL  to  say  a  few  words  in 
behalf  of  Auburn  Park  Lodge  No.  208 
and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  union. 
We  have  had  very  good  meetings 
the  past  two  or  three  months  notwith- 
standing the  hot  weather,  but  still  we 
have  some  members  who  are  so  taken 
up  with  baseball  and  others  who  make 
the  excuse  they  did  not  know  it  was 
lodge  night  or  they  forgot.  Now, 
brothers,  if  you  want  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  better  your  condition  and  be 
prepared  to  protect  your  family  in  case 
of  emergency,  and  now  that  the  even- 
ings are  getting  cool,  I  hope  to  see 
large  attendance  at  all  our  meetings. 

As  you  all  know,  some  of  the  broth- 
ers are  getting  in  politics.  Bro.  Dan 
Smith  made  a  very  good  start,  and  al- 
though being  defeated  by  two  old-time 
politicians,  he  indeed  did    well,    and 


should  feel  enoouraged  by  the  large 
number  of  votes  be  received  and  be 
ready  to  make  an  attempt  again  when 
the  time  comes.  Bro.  Bates,  too, 
would  like  to  have  held  an  ofiSce,  and 
the  only  thing  that  prevented  him 
from  being  elected  was  the  other  fel- 
low got  the  votes,  and  Harry  learned 
a  lesson.  But  Bro.  Bates  did  not  ex- 
pect to  be  elected  as  he  Just  ran  to  be 
sociable. 

Now,  enough  about  the  politicians, 
as  I  want  to  report  the  sad  death  of 
Bro.  Frank  Mullaney,  who  was  injured 
in  the  EUghty-third  street  yard  on  Fri- 
day, August  14th,  and  died  Saturday  at 
1  p.  m.,  August  15th,  and  was  taken  to 
his  home  at  Bear  Lake*  Pa.,  on  Erie 
No.  12,  Monday,  August  17th.  Bro. 
James  Robertson  was  in  charge  of  the 
remains  and  accompanied  them.  Bro. 
Thomas  Wynn  of  Lodge  No.  36  went 
with  him  also.  Too  much  cannot  be 
said  in  thanking  Bro.  M.  R.  Curley  for 
the  deep  interest  he  took  in  looking 
after  Bro.  Mullaney  while  in  the  hos- 
pital and  after  he  died,  aa  Bro.  Curley 
made  all  arrangements  and  indeed 
showed  his  brotherly  love  in  looking 
after  Bro.  Mullaney's  sister,  who  came 
to  see  him  ibut  did  not  get  here  before 
he  died.  I  wish  to  offer  the  many 
thanks  of  the  members  of  Lodge  No. 
208  to  Mr.  Brennan  and  his  good 
mother  for  favors  bestowed,  and  care 
and  Undness  given  Miss  Mullaney  dur- 
ing her  hours  of  grief  In  our  city.  I 
also  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs. 
Tolley,  Mrs.  Wilson  and  the  other 
ladies  who  showed  their  kindness  by 
being  present  at  rooms  where  the  re- 
mains were  held  awaiting  preparation 
for  shipment  Bro.  Mullaney  came  here 
from  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  last  fall,  and  had 
transferred  from  Lodge  No.  62.  Bro. 
M.  J.  Boyle  of  Lodge  No.  36  was  on 
hand  to  assist,  also  other  brothers 
from  other  lodges  in  the  city,  and  It 
was  shown  by  the  number  of  brothers 
who  wen^t  with  the  remains  to  the 
depot  at  9  p.  m.  that  there  are  a  bunch 
of  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  men  on  the  Belt  who 
can  show  their  respect  to  a  dead 
brother,  and  are  willing  to  do  so  at 
all  times  when  the  brother  is  worthy. 

So  now.  brothers,  with  best  wishes 

to  our  noble  union,   its  officers  and 

members,  I  will  say  good  night,  and 

until  you  hear  from  me  again  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  Finlet. 
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Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  the 
letters  which  many  brothers  are  writ- 
ing the  JoxTBNAL  in  regard  to  our  duty 
as  union  men  in  this  presidential 
campaign  and  hope  I  may  be  privileged 
to  express  an  opinion  also. 

Previous  to  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  national  conventions  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  appointed  a  committee  at 
the  head  of  which  was  Samuel  Gom- 
pers  and  John  Mitchell,  and  instructed 
said  committee  to  wait  on  the  resolu- 
tions committee  and  ask  for  the  incor- 
poration of  planks  in  their  platform 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  organized 
labor,  and  particularly  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  anti-injunction  plank,  and 
instructed  said  committee  to  report 
and  also  to  recommend  the  action  or- 
ganized labor  should  take  agreeable  to 
such  report    The  result  is  history. 

The  accredited  representatives  of  the 
greatest  body  of  federated  labor  unions 
in  the  world  were  treated  to  a  dose  of 
the  "steam  roller"  and  their  petition 
totally  rejected  at  Chicago.  Further  to 
emphasize  their  contempt  for  Mr. 
Union  Man,  the  Republican  conven- 
tion named  as  its  candidate  for  the 
seat  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  the 
most  conspicuous  enemy  of  organized 
labor  in  this  country,  William  H.  Taft 
(See  United  States  court  records  of  the 
southern  district  of  the  state  of  Ohio.) 

At  Denver  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion granted  substantially  all  of  the 
requests  of  our  committee  and  named 
as  candidate  for  the  presidency  a  can- 
didate friendly  to  unionism,  William  J. 
Bryan.  (See  Congressional  Record 
and  public  speeches). 

I  yield  to  none  in  admiring  Eugene 
y.  Debs,  but  he  has  previous  to  this 
campaign  been  accorded  all  the  honor 
that  can  ever  come  to  him,  i.  e.,  a 
nomination  at  the  hands  of  his  party. 
The  Socialists  will  never  carry  a  single 
state  of  this  union  in  1,000  years. 
Either  Mr.  Taft  or  Mr.  Bryan  will  be 
the  next  president  Men  are  nothing, 
parties  are  nothing,  but  principles  are 
everything,  and  the  very  existence  of 
unionism  as  a  political  factor  is  at 
stake  in  this  campaign.  A  common 
scab  Is  respectable  as  compared  to  the 
union  man  who  votes  for  Taft  The 
union  man  who  in  this  crisis  casts  a 
"complimentary"    for    Debs    is    either 


sound  asleep  or  else  a  fit  subject  for 
an  insanity  expert 

If  WiUiam  H.  Taft  wins  this  election 
the  influence  of  the  "labor  vote"  is 
done  for  all  time.  Labor  will  not  have 
as  much  influence  in  governmental 
affairs  as  the  negroes,  nor  any  more 
consideration,  but  blue  laws  will  be 
passed  thicker  than  ever  and  the  quali- 
fications of  all  Judges  appointed  by 
Taft  will  be  their  ability  to  issue  in- 
junction. 

There  is  only  one  man  who  can  de- 
feat Taft  and  his  scabby  platform  and 
that  is  William  J.  Bryan,  and  no  one 
is  better  aware  of  that  fact  than  the 
people  behind  the  Taft  campaign  who, 
knowing  they  cannot  get  labor's  vote, 
are  only  too  glad  to  see  it  scattered  on 
Debs,  Hisgen,  Watson  or  anyone,  so 
long  as  it  is  divided  and  does  not  go  to 
Bryan.  They  are  using  influence  now 
and  later  will  use  money  to  secure  this 
result  A  vote  for  Debs  is  half  a  vote 
for  Taft,  and  a  little  more  of  this  Taft 
idea  and  it  will  soon  be  illegal  to  join 
unions,  or  for  unions  to  exist.  Mr. 
Bryan  is  used  to  defeat,  so  one  more 
won't  hurt  much,  but  when  the  time 
comes  that  the  entire  political  influ- 
ence  and  the  threatening  power  of  la- 
bor's vote  can  be  safely  ignored  and  re- 
jected by  any  political  party  or  power 
in  this  country,  then  at  that  same  mo- 
ment the  greatest  pillar  in  the  struc- 
ture of  labor  is  destroyed. 

Bro.  Switchmen  and  Bro.  Union  Men, 
wherever  you  are,  wake  up!  Ck>me 
out  of  it!  Qet  out  and  hustle  for 
Bryan  and  vote  for  him.  This  fight  is 
more  yours  than  his. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

C.  M.  WHrrTAKER. 


IndianapoHs,  Ind. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

My  feet  got  so  bad  that  I  had  to  go 
out  for  a  little  try  out  Well,  I  went 
to  Newark.  O..  (No.  23),  and  there  I 
found  Bro.  Sid  Smith,  assistant  yard- 
master  on  the  "Big  Bow,"  Hughes  and 
others.  They  are  men  that  can  well 
be  called  good  S.  U.  men.  I  left  on 
July  6th  for  CJolumbus,  O.,  and  there  I 
met  some  of  the  brothers  of  Lodge  No. 
21.  They  were  Bros.  L.  J.  O'Rourke. 
Hester,  Ryan  and  Squires.  They  are 
also  good  S.  U.  men.  Barnum  ft 
Bailey's  circus  was  there  and  I  saw  an 
S.  U.  button  on  an  eight-horse  driver. 
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After  the  parade  I  met  him,  but  I  for- 
got where  he  was  from.  He  said  he 
had  not  hit  the  footboard  for  over  a 
year.  That  shows  that  we  can  do 
something  else  too.  I  got  to  Cincin- 
nati, O.,  July  11th  to  attend  the  picnic. 
I  had  a  very  good  time.  I  met  Bro. 
Baldy  O'Brien,  Bro.  Sullivan  and  Bro. 
Al  Gantz  the  hustler.  I  also  met  Bro. 
Hawley  and  he  had  his  sleeves  up.  I 
worked  with  him  at  New  Castle'  Junc- 
tion about  twenty  years  ago,  the  wages 
at  that  time  being  |1.60  or  |1.65  for 
twelve  hours.  Bro.  Hawley,  what  are 
you  doing  now?  It  is  remarkable  how 
fast  a  man's  clothes  will  decay  when 
he  is  on  the  "hunmier."  When  he  is 
lined  with  coin  a  suit  of  clothes  will 
last  two  years,  but  in  two  weeks  after 
Dame  Fortune  has  given  you  the  chisel 
eye,  your  clothes  begin  to  fall  off  you 
in  chunks.  The  process  of  disintegra- 
tion is  interesting  to  watch.  Your  col- 
lars begin  to  gape  open  at  the  creases 
and  the  bosom  of  your  shirt  curls  up. 
like  a  leaf  in  a  forest  fire.  Ton  are 
bound  to  snag  your  shoes  against  the 
only  protruding  nail  in  the  limits  of 
the  city.  Pretty  soon  the  seat  of  your 
pants  falls  out  and  in  falling  breaks 
like  a  10x12  window  glass.  Tou  smear 
ink  on  the  shiny  spots  of  your  coat  and 
then  all  that  stands  between  you  and 
indecency  is  a  ten-penny  nail  and  a 
couple  of  yards  of  twine.  The  man 
that  is  broke  loses  his  nerve  and  if  you 
put  him  in  a  ten-foot  room  with  a 
jack  rabbit,  he  will  break  the  doors 
down  trying  to  get  out  in  deadly  fear 
of  being  licked.  If  there's  any  differ- 
ence between  a  man  that's  broke  and 
a  dog  of  this  species,  it's  in  favor  of 
the  dog,  because  a  dog  does  not  have 
to  use  a  knife  and  fork.  I  sometimes 
feel  Uke  renting  my  carcass  to  a  medi- 
cal college.  Well  I  got  to  Indianapolis 
after  being  told  to  get  off  three  or  four 
times  by  some  "No-Bill."  The  first  one 
of  the  noble  S.  U.  boys  I  met  asked  me 
if  I  was  eating.  Of  course,  I  was  not. 
But  I  did  eat,  and  I  felt  so  good  I  went 
out  and  got  a  Job  on  the  Lickety  Bang 
— C.,  H.  ft  D.  yard.  I  have  been  catch- 
ing the  cages  for  Bro.  Geo.  Barton.  I 
gave  Bro.  Barton  a  loaded  cigar  the  day 
I  got  the  office  and  I  wish  you  could 
have  been  present  when  it  went  off. 
The  joke  is  on  him.  He  is  close  to  the 
cloth.  His  wife  had  inserted  patches 
of  changeable  water  silk  in  the  seat  of 
his  trousers  and  every  time  the  sun 
hit  it  from  different  angles  he  fiashed 


different  colors.  Sometimes  he  looks 
like  that  big  simian  out  at  the  Zoo 
which  seems  to  have  sat  down  in  a 
bucket  of  mixed  paint  I  don't  see  any 
life  preservers  floating  around  here 
and  I  guess  I'll  be  on  my  weary  way. 
Tou  bet  me  for  the  savings  bank  the 
next  time  I  am  torpedoed  by  tough 
luck.  Oh,  yes,  I  met  Bro.  Harry  No- 
lan of  my  lodge  out  here.  I  was  so  sur- 
prised. He  always  oan  give  a  nice  lit- 
tle speech.  Good  luck  to  you,  Bro.  No- 
lan! This  yard  is  almost  solid  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  men. 
Bro.  Trymer  of  No.  3  and  Bro.  H.  A 
Weatherford  of  No.  8  are  here.  Bro. 
Rodgers  has  a  good  boarding  house,  the 
finest  place  in  Indianapolis  to  eat.  I 
did  not  see  a  letter  in  the  Joubnal 
from  "He-Haw"  of  Toledo,  O.,  lately. 
What's  the  trouble?  No  paper?  I 
use  company  paper.  We  all  like  to 
hear  from  one  another,  that's  what  the 
JouBNAL  is  for.  Say.  "He-Haw,"  please 
find  out  for  me  if  Bro.  Mart  Manion  of 
No.  14  ever  got  better  since  falling  off 
a  belt  line  train  one  night  some  time 
ago.  The  sisters  in  Cincinnati,  O., 
have  a  fine  auxiliary.  They  are  work- 
ing hard  to  make  the  auxiliary  a  suc- 
cess. Liet  me  hear  from  you  Bros.  Hex 
ter,  O'Rourke  and  Squires.  Bro.  Haw 
ley,  you  promised  to  write  me  and  1 
wish  you  would  do  so  now.  My  ad- 
dress is  G.  Byron  Clyde,  135  North  Bel- 
mont Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  I 
must  go  out  auto  riding  a  while.  The 
mayor  and  chief  of  police  are  going.  I 
hope  to  hear  from  some  of  the  old  boys 
of  the  80's.  With  regards  to  all,  I  re- 
main as  ever. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
G.  Bybon  Clyde  (Texas), 
Royal  Blue  No.  26,  Cin,  0. 


GNNi#rs  Defends  Jolict 
Switchmen. 

Chicago,  III.,  Aug.  11,  1908. 
Editor  Joliet  Herald,  Joliet,  III.: 

Deab  Sis — In  your  issue  of  Sunday. 
Aug.  9th,  I  noticed  an  article,  entitled 
"Four  Employee  Lose  Their  Positions 
on  C.  L.  S.  A  B." 

Tour  article  goes  on  to  state  that 
the  railroad  is  protecting  itself  from 
personal-injury  suits  by  discharging 
switchmen  who  have  been  accused  of 
drinking  while  on  duty.  In  other 
words,  the  article  intends  to  convey 
the  idea  to  the  public  that  the  switch- 
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men  are  a  drunken  set  and  respon- 
sible for  all  the  accidents  that  occur 
In  and  about  the  mill  yard. 

I  am  acquainted  with  all  the  switch- 
men working  for  the  C.  L.  S.  ft  E.  and 
other  roads  in  Joliet.  I  have  held  the 
position  of  general  yardmaster  In 
many  yards  in  my  time  and  know 
whereof  I  speak,  and  can  truthfully 
say  that  the  switchmen  in  Joliet  taken 
as  a.  whole  are  a  sober,  steady  and  in- 
dustrious lot  of  men,  and  I  defy  the 
officials  to  point  to  one  accident  that 
was  caused  by  the  intemperate  habits 
of  their  switchmen.  I  will  here  enu- 
merate some  of  the  accidents  that  have 
taken  place  in  late  years: 

A  man  named  Johnson  was  killed  at 
the  rod  mill  because  of  improper  load- 
ing. The  rods  rolled  off  the  car  on 
top  of  him,  thus  causing  his  death. 

Barney  Hanley,  a  switchman,  fell 
from  the  high  line  because  the  walks 
were  unfit  to  walk  upon,  the  plank 
being  only  one  foot  wide  and  no  guard. 

Engine  22  broke  through  the  trestle, 
killing  Engineer  Gomm  and  Switch- 
men Sanders  and  Dickenson.  The 
trestle  was  built  years  ago  to  support 
20-ton  cars  and  in  this  case  the  cap- 
acity of  the  cars  was  50  tons,  and 
there  were  six  of  them. 

A  young  fellow  named  Carpenter  fell 
under  an  engine  east  of  Collins  street 
and  was  killed.  He  had  worked  >but  a 
short  time  as  a  switchman  and  w;as  in- 
experienced. 

Switch  engine  No.  70  was  con- 
demned because  of  the  worn-out  tires 
but  was  not  taken  out  of  the  service; 
as  a  result  the  engine  left  the  track, 
injuring  H.  W.  Kelly. 

Thomas  Gardener,  another  switch- 
man, fell  from  the  high  line  and  is 
now  a  cripple  for  life.  He  was  at- 
tempting to  release  the  air  on  a  car  of 
ore,  and  because  of  the  defect  in  the 
rod  connected  with  the  release  valve 
it  became  loose  and  pulled  out  with 
his  weight  and  he  was  hurled  to  the 
ground,  there  being  no  guard  around 
the  walk. 

William  Meyer  lost  his  right  arm 
and  left  leg  on  Collins  street  crossing; 
he  was  not  working  at  the  time.  Fred 
Hartley,  a  mill  foreman,  fell  from 
high  line  and  was  seriously  injured. 
There  was  no  guard  around  the  nar- 
row walk.  Another  switchman,  named 
Joe  Cunmtings,  fell  twice  from  the 
high  line;  the  first  time  an  empty  ladle 


left  the  track  and  forced  him  off  the 
narrow  track.  The  second  time  the 
ties  upon  which  he  stepped  were 
broken  and  gave  way  with  his  weight. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  accidents  that 
have  occurred  in  the  mill  yards,  and 
not  one  of  them  can  be  charged  to 
drunkenness.  It  seems  strange  that 
the  C.  L.  S.  ft  E.  Company  must  hire 
spotters  and  detectives  and  furnish 
them  with  money  that  they  may  invite 
switchmen  into  saloons  and  buy  ttiem 
liquor  and  then  report  them.  Those 
spotters  even  pry  into  the  homes  of 
the  men  to  try  to  get  something  on 
them  to  get  them  discharged.  It 
seems  that  if  a  switchman  is  drinking 
on  the  premises  that  the  yardmaster 
should  know  it,  and  he  should  deal 
with  the  switchmen  accordingly. 

This  union  will  not  tolerate  drink- 
ing, nor  will  it  take  up  the  cases  of 
its  members  who  have  been  dismissed 
for  intoxication,  but  because  one  of 
those  spotters  says  a  man  was  drunk 
that  does  not  make  it  so,  as  was  proven 
in  the  case  last  fall  referred  to. 

No.  the  switchmen  are  not  as  black 
as  the  C.  L.  S.  ft  E.  would  like  to  paint 
them.  Yours  truly. 

.  James  B.  Connobs, 
Second    International     Vice-President, 
8.  U.  of  N,  A. 


New  York  City. 

Editor  Swftchmen's  Joubnal: 

Harlem  River  Lodge  No.  56  is  in  a. 
fiourishing  condition  and  we  are  ini- 
tiating from  three  to  five  each  meet- 
ing, and  the  most  of  them  were  sting- 
ers, and  hot  stingers  at  that.  They 
Jnst  come  to  think  about  |4.75.  dues 
they  have  been  paying  for  the  last  ten 
years  and  got  nothing  for  it.  so  a  good 
many  of  them  thought  they  had  better 
get  on  the  right  side  of  the  fence. 

The  New  Haven  Company  has  got  a 
new  wrinkle  now;  they  take  off  an 
engine  for  a  few  days  and  then  put  it 
back  with  one  man  shy  because  there 
is  nothing  said,  as  the  stingers' 
contract  doesn't  amount  to  a  row  of 
pins  on  the  New  Haven  Railroad. 

Things  are  on  the  hummer  around 
Harlem  River,  and  I  must  say  to  all 
stray  snakes  not  to  hit  around  Harlem, 
as  you  will  find  it  a  hard  place  to 
work,  even  if  you  did  land  a  Job.  As 
it  looks  to  me,  before  long  they  will 
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take  a  good  many  of  the  loons  oyer  on 
the  island,  so  I  advise  you  all  to  look 
out  and  if  you  can  land  a  job  any- 
where else  Just  take  it  and  steer  shy 
of  H.  R.  If  this  is  not  true,  just  come 
down  to  New  York,  stand  on  Willis 
avenue  bridge,  and  watch  them  eat 
them  alive. 

Well,  as  Bro.  Shults  gave  me  a  hard 
rub  in  his  August  letter,  I  had  to  say 
something  this  month  as  it  is  time  for 
him  to  take  another  nap. 

We  have  gained  26  msembers  in  the 
last  two  months,  and  11  applications 
on  hand.  Well,  I  guess  that's  going 
some  for  the  bad  times.  It  is  making 
the  stingers'  lodge  look  much  sick. 

P.  H.  M.  boys  here  are  talking  about 
another  harbor  movement,  and  you 
know  what  that  means,  heavy  on  the 
dues. 

Well,  as  I  have  had  the  main  line 
long  enough,  and  Bro.  Shults  may  not 
go  to  bed  for  another  month,  I  will 
give  him  space  for  his  dope. 

We  are  all  heavy  on  Debs,  but  one 
snake. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  and  Bro.  Debe,  I  am, 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 

Bbonz  Kid. 


Springfield,  Mass. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  cry  is  what  is  the  matter  with 
the  American  workmen?  It  is  Just  the 
same  now  as  it  was  forty  years  ago. 
They  have  not  got  foresight  enough  to 
see  where  they  are  at.  Wake  up  and 
think  of  the  thousands  of  unemployed 
that  'are  in  this  country  at  the  present 
time.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  and 
who  is  to  blame  for  it?  The  working- 
man  is  to  blame  as  long  as  he  votes  for 
the  shyster  lawyers  and  grafters  to 
make  laws  for  the  Morgans,  Goulds 
and  the  rest  of  the  blood-suckers  to 
grind  the  laboring  class  down  to  noth- 
ing and  drive  organized  labor  out  of 
the  country,  which  they  are  doing 
every  day  or  trying  to  do. 

Pick  up  a  paper  any  day  and  you  will 
see  that  Judge  So-and-So  has  placed 
an  injunction  on  this  or  that  organi- 
zation. Some  of  the  most  tsrrannical 
decisions  ever  heard  of  in  this  or  any 
other  country  are  daily  rendered.  Who 
is  to  blame  for  this?  The  laboring 
man  himself. 


Did  the  Republican  party  fifty  years 
ago  ask  any  one  of  the  old  parties  to 
set  the  slave  free?  No!  Well,  then, 
why  should  wage  slaves  go  down  on 
their  knees  and  ask  any  favors  from 
those  two  blood-sucking  parties  at  the 
present  time?  What  have  they  ever 
done  for  the  workingman?  Just  what 
they  will  always  do,  nothing! 

John  Bums  says  that  the  American 
toiler  is  a  hell  with  the  lid  off^  No,  he 
is  wrong,  the  lid  is  on,  and  if  the  work- 
higmen  do  not  wake  up  this  fall  they 
will  screw  it  down  so  tight  that  it 
would  take  one  of  our  new  battleships 
to  blow  it  off.  So  wake  up  and  show 
what  the  laboring  man  can  do. 

What  we  want  in  this  country  is  for 
organized  labor  to  form  a  political 
union.  The  men  who  see  no  good  in 
labor  organizations,  or  more  properly 
speaking,  refuse  to  see  must  certainly, 
when  left  alone  long  enough  to  com- 
mune with  themselves,  feel  mighty 
mean  and  little.  When  you  find  that 
you  have  been  working  side  by  side  for 
years  with  a  man  who  has  spent  all 
his  spare  time  and  much  money  in  try- 
ing to  build  up  labor  organizations,  do 
you  feel  that  you  are  entitled  to  any 
of  the  benefits  coming  from  organized 
labor?  It  strikes  me  rather  forcibly 
that  a  man  who  willingly  partakes  of 
the  good  things  another  has  secured, 
without  giving  something  like  an 
equivalent  in  return  would,  were  he 
properly  labeled,  have  the  word  para- 
tsrilte  stamped  upon  his  brow,  or  some 
other  prominent  part  of  his  anatomy. 
A  man  who  takes  no  interest  in  labor 
organizations  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
allows  no  opportunity  to  pass  without 
speaking  depreciatingly  of  such  orders 
and  unblushingly  accepts  the  in- 
creased pay,  shorter  hours  and  all  that 
organized  labor  secures,  is  simply  a 
parasite,  a  hanger  on.  His  motto  is 
do  as  you  please,  it  makes  no  difter- 
ence  to  me  so  long  as  I  get  a  whack 
at  the  spoils.  You,  who  in  case  of  a 
strike,  drop  your  work  and  join  the 
crowd,  are  included  in  this,  the  same 
as  the  fellow  who  sees  no  good  in  la- 
bor organizations.  You  who  admit 
being  able  to  see  the  benefits  that 
never  f^il  to  emanate  from  organized 
labor  and  fail  or  refuse  to  join  the 
ranks  of  honest  toilers,  are  worse  than 
the  man  who  refuses  to  acknowledge 
the  good  of  such  orders.  A  man  who 
takes  the  place  of  a  striker  is  called  a 
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scab.  In  my  opinion  a  man  who  works 
by  the  side  of  the  organized  working- 
man,  sharing  the  benefits  of  organiza- 
tion and  allows  opportunity  after  op- 
portunity to  Join  a  labor  organization 
to  pass  without  taking  advantage  of  it, 
is  no  less  than  a  festering  sore,  liable 
to  scab  at  any  instant  This  may  hit 
some  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
looking  upon  the  scab  much  like  the 
idolized  lap  dog  of  some  society  belle 
looks  upon  the  half-starved  cur  as 
rather  hard,  but  in  my  opinion  that  & 
Just  about  the  size  of  it.  I  can  find  no 
excuse  for  the  man  who  belongs  to  no 
labor  organization,  especially  when  he 
works  with  organized  labor  and  enjoys 
the  privileges  secured  through  labor 
organizations. 

Some  will  say  why  not  compel  those 
men  to  Join  your  organization?  No,  I 
would  not  endorse  a  movement  of  that 
nature.  I  believe  that  a  man  who  will 
join  an  order  only  through  force  would 
be  an  injury  to  any  order.  A  man  who 
fails  to  take  enough  interest  in  him- 
self and  family  to  help  secure  his 
rights,  of  whicn  monopoly  has  deprived 
him,  would  amount  to  very  little  in  any 
labor  organization  were  he  forced  to 
join  it.  The  difference  between  a  scab 
and  a  parasite  is  barely,  distinguish- 
able at  the  present  time,  and  as  time 
rolls  on  this  difference  grows  less.  The 
man  who  accepts  what  organized  labor 
has  secured  and  is  not  a  member  of  a 
labor  organization,  and  feels  not  the 
blush  of  shame  that  should  suffuse  his 
entire  countenance,  is  largely  made  mp 
of  gall  and  brass.  Among  the  bitterest 
foes  of  organized  labor  can  be  found 
highly-educated  men  who  lack  that  un- 
impeachable purity  and  consistency  of 
life  which  a  thorough  moral  training 
always  gives,  and  it  is  tllese  unworthy 
citizens  of  a  grand  republic  who  seek 
to  gratify  their  private  ambitions, 
wholly  disregarding  the  welfare  of 
their  fellow-men. 

If  we  reflect  a  moment  we  shall  see 
that  we  must  have  honor,  we  must 
have  morality,  we  must  have  truth  in 
our  fight  for  justice,  for  education 
alone  cannot  help  us  to  reach  the  meri- 
dian hour  of  perfect  illumination, 
where  the  motto  "Benevolence,  Hope 
and  Protection,"  shall  stand  forth  in 
letters  of  gold  until  they  will  Imper- 
ceptibly cause  widespread  changes  In 
opinions  that  at  the  present  time  con- 
flict. 


Solely  with  the  labor  organisationfl 
these  changes  shall  be  wrought,  not 
alone  in  the  lives  and  thoughts  of  men, 
but  shall  effect  even  the  structure  of 
society  and  our  unions  may  realize  the 
dream  of  the  future  with  the  triumph 
of  beholding  the  work  achieved. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Old  Hobse. 


Workingmen  Unite! 

These  are  the  times  that  test  men's 
convictions.  When  opportunity  to 
work  is  fair  and  a  chance  to  get  a 
Job  is  not  like  looking  for  a  needle 
in  a  haystack,  wage  workers  don't 
seriously  object  to  give  up  a  certain 
percentage  of  their  earnings  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  trade  unionism.  But 
with  jobs  at  a  premium  we  meet  a 
different  proposition.  Everybody  tries 
to  hold  on  to  what  he  has,  and  gives 
only  when  he  absolutely  must.  Thus 
a  bad  condition  is  aggravated  and 
made  worse.  So  far  organized  labor 
has  been  able  to  hold  its  own  and  with 
a  little  mature  thought  and  reflection 
the  existing  unions  will  come  through 
all  right.  It  is  always  darkest  just 
before  dawn,  and  the  intensity  of  a 
panic  is  felt  most  as  it  reaches  Its 
climax.  We  have  about  arrived  at 
that  point.  Don't  falter  now.  Stand 
by  your  union.  Demand  the  products 
of  organized  labor  when  you  provide 
your  wants.  Patronize  dealers  that 
advertise  in  your  paper,  the  Toledo 
Union  Leader.  Don't  let  any  of  your 
earnings  go  into  channels  opposed  to 
your  interests.  Point  out  to  unorgan- 
ized fellow  workers  that  their  standard 
of  living  has  been  upheld  by  the  re- 
sistance of  the  labor  organizations. 
Therefore,  as  a  matter  of  self-preser- 
vation, they  should  Join  the  unions  of 
their  trades,  or  when  none  exists,  band 
themselves  together,  study  the  eco- 
nomic aspect  confronting  them,  and 
seek  emancipation  in  a  united  move- 
ment of  the  workers  of  the  world,  cen- 
tering in  an  industrial  democracy, 
when  no  man,  willing  and  able  to 
work,  need  ever  to  suffer  for  the 
things  that  sustain  life.  Workingmen, 
unite!  Your  emancipation  rests  with 
yourselves  In  concerted  action! — Tole- 
do  Union  Leader. 


Truth  does  not  do  so  much  good  in 
the  world  as  its  counterfeits  do  harm. 
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THE    LADIES'   AUXILIARY 
TO   THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


Duluth,  Minn. 

iCDtTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  extend  to  you  all  in  the  name  of 
our  order  fraternal  greeting  and  good 
will,  and  the  sincere  desire  for  your 
prosi)erlty  and  suocesB.  I  have  re- 
cently visited  a  number  of  our  lodg^ 
and  think  perhaps  the  members  at 
large  would  be  interested  to  learn  of 
the  same.  I  left  Duluth  July  20th  for 
Minneapolis  and  visited  Lodge  No.  3 
on  the  21st,  where  an  Interesting  busi- 
ness meeting  was  held.  I  went  direct 
from  there  to  Chicago,  where  It  wa» 
my  pleasure  to  meet  with  one  of  our 
largest  and  most  enthusiastic  lodges, 
Calumet  Lodge  No.  15.  There  was  a 
large  attendance  and  the  Initiatory 
and  other  work  was  exemplified  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  A  short  pro- 
gram was  rendered;  followed  by  an 
elaborate  banquet  and  reception.  I 
must  not  forget  to  mention  the  beauti- 
ful and  artistic  flowers  presented  me 
by  the  lodge,  in  the  colors  of  the  order, 
red  and  white  roses  with  green  foliage. 
I  found  a  live,  enthusiastic,  up-to-date 
lodge,  and  would  urge  that  any  sister 
visiting  in  the  city  at  any  time  be 
sure  and  attend  this  lodge,  as  I  feel 
that  It  would  be  an  Inspiration  to  her 
and  encourage  her  to  better  efforts  in 
her  own  lodge. 

I  next  visited  Franklin  Park,  where 
I  Instituted  a  lodge  under  the  name  of 
Magnolia  Lodge  No.  36.  Had  an  inter- 
esting meeting  and  left  the  members 
enthusiastic  and  full  of  plans  for  the 
future.  I  went  to  Hammond,  Ind., 
where  I  visited  White  Carnation 
Lodge,  and  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  delightfully  entertained  at  a  din- 
ner by  the  worthy  mistress,  Mrs.  Ken- 
nedy. I  found  the  conditions  a  little 
unsatisfactory  as  to  membership,  but 
with  promises  to  do  better  on  the 
strength  of  my  visit.  I  remained  with 
them  a  few  days  to  assist  in  securing 
menubers. 

Peoria,  the  beautiful  city  selected 
for  our  next  convention,  was  my  next 


destination.  There  is  at  present  no 
ladies'  auxiliary  there,  but  I  visited 
Still  City  Lodge  No.  224  S.  U..  and 
urged  upon  them  the  necessity  of  a 
ladies'  auxiliary,  and  induced  them  to 
donate  for  a  charter  for  same,  which 
they  did  most  liberally.  I  also  visited 
the  other  lodge  of  the  S.  U.  in  the  city, 
Peoria  Lodge  No.  72,  which  also  don- 
ated for  a  charter  for  an  auxiliary.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Winn,  the  wife  of  the  treasurer  of 
Peoria  Lodge,  and  was  fortunate 
enou^  to  induce  her  to  be  obligated 
as  the  worthy  mistress  of  the  auxiliary 
to  be  established.  I  would  urge  upon 
these  new  lodges,  and  also  the  older 
ones,  the  necessity  of  getting  in  line 
and  meeting  as  often  as  possible,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  do  creditable  work 
upon  the  event  of  our  next  convention 
In  May,  1909. 

I  visited  Jollet  and  succeeded  In 
arousing  some  Interest,  and  have  au- 
thorized Sister  McElhaney,  worthy 
mistress  of  Lodge  No.  15  and  an  en- 
thusiastic and  capable  member,  to  or- 
ganize when  ready.  Sister  Sine,  Vice- 
Mistress  of  Lodge  No.  15,  at.  present 
visiting  in  Milwaukee,  will  organize 
while  there. 

On  my  return  trip  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  be  able  to  attend  a  delight- 
ful card  party  and  pillow  rafDe,  held 
at  Sister  die's  home.  Prizes  were 
given  and  delicious  refreshments 
served.  Next  day,  the  29th,  I  attended 
a  special  meeting  of  Lodge  No.  3. 
where  business  of  importance  to  the 
lodge  and  the  order  in  general  was 
Uaneacted.  This  lodge  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  its  excellent  work.  Its 
success  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to 
the  tact.  Judgment  and  executive  abil- 
ity of  the  worthy  mistress.  Sister 
Carey.  Our  Duluth  Lodge  No.  9  is 
worthy  of  special  mention  for  the  en- 
joyable meetings  held  and  the  harmon- 
ious relations  existing  between  the 
members.  While  not  a  very  large 
lodge,  members  are  added  from  time  to 
time,    and    social    relations    between 
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them   and   the   local   S.  U.   are   very 
pleasant. 

Before  I  close  I  wish  to  place  be- 
fore you  our  prize  offer,  and  urge  upon 
you  to  work  to  secure  same. 

First  prize — To  the  lodge  securing 
the  greatest  number  of  members  will 
be  awarded  a  set  of  officers'  badges. 

Second  prize — Five  dollars  cash. 

Third  prize — Three  dollars  cash. 

To  the  member  securing  the  largest 
number  of  members  will  be  awarded 
a  solid  gold  auxiliary  pin. 

It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  have  at 
least  a  half  dozen  lodges  or  more  or- 
ganized before  our  next  convention, 
and  would  urge  that  all  unite  and 
work  with  a  will  with  this  end  in 
view.  Let  this  be  our  banner  year  in 
earnest  endeavor  and  good  will,  and 
let  us  be  up  and  doing,  remembering 
that  whenever  and  wherever  a  member 
is  added  to  our  order  it  means  the  nearer 
realization  of  our  hopes  in  a  material- 
istic increase  in  our  benefits.  I  found 
a  marked  improvement  in  the  ritual- 
istic work  of  the  different  lodges,  and 
was  much  encouraged  by  the  pros- 
pects, and  predict  a  bright  future  for 
our  noble  order.  Let  us  work  to- 
gether In  harmony  and  loyalty  for  the 
success  of  our  order  and  the  advance- 
ment of  womanhood,  ever  bearing  in 
mind  our  watchwords.  Unity,  Honor 
and  Justice.  I  wish  to  express  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  courtesy  and  many 
kindnesses  shown  me  by  the  slaters 
and  brothers  of  the  order  on  my  trip, 
and  to  sincerely  extend  thanks  for 
same,  and  will  close  with  kindest  re- 
gards and  beet  wishes  to  you  all. 

Fraternally  yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 
Mrs.  Babbaba  Stano, 
Orand  Mistress, 


Kansas  Gty,  Mo. 

Editor  SwrrcHMEw's  Journal: 

Another  month  has  come  and  gone 

and  we  find  it  is  time  to  get  our  letter 

into  the  Journal  or  get  left  at  the 

post. 
As  there  were  only  four  letters  this 

month,  it  strikes  me  that  every  little 

bit  helps  some. 

Now,  speaking  of  letters.  I  wonder 

why  some  of  the  S.  U.  boys  of  Kansas 

City  don't  write  one  for  the  Journal. 

Say.  boys,  are  your  Jolunal  agents  all 

playing  Rip  VanWinkle  on  you?    If  so. 

Why  don't  some  of  the  rest  of  you  get 


busy  and  write?  No.  1  never  had  a 
letter  in  the  Journal  all  last  year,  nor 
80  flar  this  year.  Of  course  here  at 
home  we  know  you  are  all  right  and 
doing  splendidly,  but  the  question  Is 
this,  there  are  many  switchmen  who 
formerly  worked  here  and  perhaps 
their  homes  are  here,  who  are  working 
in  various  places  over  the  country  and 
who,  no  doubt,  each  month  look  in  the 
Journal  for  a  letter  from  Kansas  City 
but  look  in  vain  month  after  month. 
Now  come,  boys,  wake  up  and  write  a 
letter. 

No.  17  is  doing  fine,  considering  the 
hot  weather  we  have  been  having.  We 
had  a  very  good  attendance  at  our  last 
meeting.  We  initiated  one.  We 
served  refreshments.  Some  of  the 
brothers  helped  us  make  the  ice  cream 
disappear.  We  also  disposed  of  our 
quilt.  A  Mrs.  Boyd  held  the  lucky  No. 
40.  Now,  don't  all  want  No.  40  next 
time.  We  also  realized  a  nice  sum  for 
our  flower  fund  and  every  one  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  evening.  We  have  sev- 
eral candidates  promised  for  our  next 
meeting  and  hope  they  will  be  with  us. 

Once  more  congratulations  are  in  or- 
der. On  July  28th  another  little 
switchman  arrived  at  the  home  of  Sis- 
ter Maggie  McDonnell.  We  hope  to 
see  both  mother  and  son  at  our  meet- 
ing soon. 

We  now  have  a  death  benefit  of  |50. 
to  which  all  members  in  good  standing 
are  entitled,  as  *  well  as  the  |260 
benefit  from  Orand  Lodge.  Now  we 
think  this  pretty  good  considering  how 
reasonable  our  dues  are.  I  see  my  let- 
ter is  growing  long,  so  will  close,  wish- 
ing success  to  all. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J.. 

A  Regular. 


Kansas  Gty,  Mo. 

EiDrroR  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Well  I  thought  I  would  let  everyone 
know  that  Golden  Rule  Lodge  No.  17 
is  still  doing  business  at  the  old  stand 
and  taking  in  some  new  members,  too. 
We  took  In  two  on  July  14th  and  two 
last  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  have  one 
application  for  our  next  meeting. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Roach  have  a  new 
switchman  at  their  home  and,  along 
with  our  congratulations,  we  tender 
the  wish  that  times  may  be  better  and 
that  he  will  not  have  to  buck  ttffe  extra 
list  very  long  when  he  is  old  enough  to 
fight  box  cars. 
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Say  now,  girls,  why  don't  you  attend 
the  meetings  better?  I  know  the 
weather  is  very  warm,  but  come  out 
and  get  interested  and  you  will  not 
notice  the  heat 

Everything  is  gliding  along  so  har- 
moniously at  present  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  attend,  at  least  I  think  so,  and  I 
would  not  mifls  a  meeting  if  I  could 
help  it 

The  S.  U.  boys  presented  us  with  our 
badges  and  they  are  handsome.  I  was 
sorry  when  lodige  adjourned  and  I  had 
to  take  mine  off.  We  thank  the  boys 
very  much  for  them. 

Now  one  thing  more  and  I  will  ring 
off.  I  don't  believe  we  have  a  sick 
committee,  but  don't  you  think  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  sister  who  can  to 
visit  the  sick?  Remember  your  obli- 
gation and  get  busy.  Sister  Ringer  has 
not  been  well  for  some  time  and  needs 
cheering  up,  and  I  understand  Sister 
Blackert  is  another  sister  who  is  ail- 
ing. Surely  your  home  duties  are  not 
so  strenuous  as  to  interfere  with  your 
visiting  the  sick  occasionally.  Well, 
enough  for  this  time. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
An  Intebebtbd  Member. 


South  Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchken'b  Joubnal: 

Calumet  Lodge  No.  15  has  had  new 
life  insUUed  into  it  by  a  visit  from 
our  Grand  Mistress  Barbara  Stang. 
Heretofore  the  members  of  Calumet 
Lodge  have  had  very  little  opportunity 
to  meet  sisters  of  other  lodges  of  L.  A. 
to  S.  U.,  and  hence  have  felt  a  little 
isolated,  but  the  Grand  Mistress,  com- 
ing as  she  did  direct  from  other  lodges, 
has  made  us  feel  a  part  of  the  whole 
body  of  sisters.  At  tae  special  meeting 
called  in  honor  of  the  Grand  Mistress, 
she  spoke  encouragingly  of  the  growth 
of  the  order,  and  especially  of  the 
spirit  of  harmony  which  she  found  ex- 
isting among  the  members  of  Calumet 
Lodge.  After  her  talk,  which  certain- 
ly put  energy  into  every  member,  she 
was  presented  with  a  beautiful  bunch 
of  carnations. 

While  Sister  Stang  was  with  us  she 
paid  a  visit  to  White  Carnation  Lodge 
at  Hammond,  Indiana,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  a  great  many  sisters  of 
Calumet  Lodge.  The  visitors  were  en- 
tertained royally  by  the  members  of 
White  Carnation  Lodge  at  the  home  of 


Sister  Kennedy  in  Hammond,  where 
a  bountiful  luncheon  was  served.  The 
sisters  of  White  Carnation  Lodge  ought 
to  be  voted  a  Carnegie  medal  for  the 
brave  efforts  they  are  putting  forth  to 
increase  their  membership,  but  what 
they  lack  in  numbers  they  make  up  in 
quality. 

If  the  switchmen's  lodges  that  have 
no  auxiliaries  would  take  pattern  after 
the  members  of  No.  193,  Franklin 
Park,  Chicago,  it  would  not  be  long 
until  the  auxiliaries  would  equal  the 
strength  of  the  union. 

While  Sister  Stang  was  in  Chicago 
she  and  Mistress  Alice  McElhaney  of 
Calumet  Lodge  visited  at  Franklin 
Park  and  made  arrangements  to  or- 
ganize an  auxiliary  lodge  there.  The 
members  of  No.  198  not  only  con- 
tributed the  |15  to  get  the  charter 
for  the  ladies,  but  stand  willing  to  aid 
the  new  auxiliary  in  any  manner  they 
can.  The  officers  and  members  of  Calu- 
met Lodge  have  been  invited  to  help 
institute  the  lodge  and  Thursday,  Aug. 
20th,  will  proceed  to  Franklin  Park 
and  assist  In  the  installation  of  otBcers. 
The  sisters  of  Calumet  Lodge  are  de- 
lighted at  having  a  sister  lodge  in  Chi- 
cago. 

There  is  also  a  hope  that  an  aux- 
iliary to  No.  10  of  Milwaukee.  Wis., 
will  be  started  in  the  near  future  and 
President  Larkln  of  No.  10  and  wife 
are  working  in  that  direction.  Any 
help  that  the  sisters  here  can  give 
will  be  readily  given. 

Three  years  ago  a  band  of  switch- 
men's wives  started  to  form  a  lodge 
in  South  Chicago  and,  after  a  weary 
search,  managed  to  get  fifteen  mem- 
bers, wives  of  switchmen,  who  organ- 
ized Calumet  Lodge  No.  15,  L.  A.  to 
S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

On  Thursday  evening  Aug.  20th  the 
members  now  numbering  46  will 
gather  together  to  celebrate  the  third 
birthday  of  Calumet  Lodge.  All  honor 
to  the  officers  and  members  who  have 
brought  the  lodge  to  Its  present  size, 
and  double  honors  to  the  sisters  who 
struggled  to  form  the  lodge,  and  it  cer- 
tainly must  be  a  pleasure  to  them  to 
see  how  successful  their  efforts  have 
been. 

At  the  birthday  celebration  a 
musical  and  literary  program  will  be 
given,  followed  by  dancing  and  card 
playing.  Among  the  performers  will 
be    the    daughters    of    Sisters    McEH- 
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baney,  Barrett,  Kraenbaum  and  Robin- 
son, and  also  Mrs.  Kate  Sheehan  and 
Miss  Florence  White,  who  are  sisten 
of  Sister  Bfary  Dickson. 

Last,  but  not  least,  will  be  the 
spread,  and  it  can  be  safely  prophesied 
^liat  it  will  be  a  fine  one. 

Tours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Jennie  Sine. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

SoiTOB  SwncHMEN's  Joubnal: 

As  duty  calls,  we  must  obey.  Having 
been  elected  Journal  agent  for  Golden 
Rod  Lodge  No.  3,  I  will  endeavor  to  let 
the  sisters  know  what  No.  3  is  doing. 
I  know  that  many  of  our  sisters  and 
friends  think  that  Golden  Rod  has 
ceased  to  exist,  but  that  thought  is  far 
from  being  right  Our  lodge  was 
never  in  a  better  condition  than  at  the 
present  time.  Our  attendance  is  un- 
usually large  and  the  members  take  a 
deep  interest  in  the  work,  which  must 
be  very  pleasing  to  our  officers.  At  our 
last  regular  meeting  we  initiated  a 
new  member  into  the  solemn  mysteries 
of  our  order.  The  same  evening  being 
Sister  Sudall's  birthday,  she  invited 
us  to  repair  to  the  dining-room  which 
was  tastefully  decorated  for  the  occa- 
sion with  golden  rod  and  sweet  peas. 
Refreshments  were  served  and  a  de- 
lightful evening  was  spent,  and  when 
all  departed  it  was  with  a  hearty  wish 
that  Sister  Sudall  might  live  to  cele- 
brate many  more  such  enjoyable  anni- 
versaries. 

On  the  evening  of  Aug.  12th  Sister 
Benedict  opened  her  home  and  at  this 
season  of  the  year  the  tendency  of  peo- 
ple for  lawn  socials  kept  us  out  on  the 
lawn,  which  was  decorated  with 
Chinese  lanterns  and,  through  the 
kindness  of  Bro.  Benedict,  two  head- 
lights from  engines  were  on  the  lawn 
and  threw  a  most  beautiful  light  over 
all.  Bro.  and.  Sister  Benedict  being 
delightful,  hospitable  entertainers  and 
congenial  company,  tended  to  make  the 
occasion  one  of  delight  long  to  be  re- 
membered. 

We  had  with  us  at  our  meeting  last 
month  our  worthy  Grand  Mistress  Bar- 
bara Stang  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  whose 
presence  always  wakes  us  up,  and  we 
quote  a  few  of  her  words:  "If  success 
be  ours  it  must  be  gained  through  the 
kindness  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
membership,    and    without    this    sub- 


stantial aid  our  efforts,  however  con- 
scientiously given,  will  prove  an  utter 
failure."  How  true  are  those  words! 
Now,  sisters,  we  have  not  made  the 
progress  in  the  past  we  should  have 
made,  in  fact  we  seemed  to  languish 
somewhat,  but  recently  we  have  taken 
a  new  lease  on  life  and  all  of  the  sis- 
ters are  working  hard  with  a  new  de- 
termination to  make  our  lodge  a  suc- 
cess from  all  points.  Of  course  we 
have  a  splendid  set  of  officers,  and  as 
there  is  plenty  of  material  in  and 
around  Minneapolis,  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  be  one  of  the  lead- 
ing lodges  in  the  order. 

Our  secretary.  Sister  Susie  Walker, 
tendered  her  resignation  because  of  ill 
health.  She  leaves  us  for  her  parents' 
home  in  Wyoming.  We  send  thoughts 
of  love  and  cheer  with  Sister  Walker 
and  trust  she  will  soon  be  in  her  usual 
state  of  good  health.  Sister  McKnight 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  is 
also  one  of  our  tried  and  true  members. 

As  I  have  taken  up  so  much  space,  I 
will  close  with  best  wishes  for  the 
combined  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
Ladies'  Auxiliary. 

We  extend  a  hearty  invitation  to  all 
sisters  to  meet  us  in  our  lodge  rooms. 
Eighth  Street  and  Nicolet  Avenue,  the 
second  Sunday  night  and  fourth  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  of  each  moi^th,  and 
you  will  always  find  our  latchstring  on 
the  outside  for  all  visiting  sisters. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
Joubnal  Agent  of  No.  3. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bdttob  Switohmxn*8  Jottbnal: 

For  some  reason  the  membership  of 
our  auxiliary  has  not  increased  as  rap- 
idly during  the  past  year  as  we  desire 
that  it  should^  so  we  have  concluded 
to  start  a  contest  between  the  various 
lodges,  and  we  hope  to  add  many  new 
members  during  the  next  few  months. 
So  as  to  be  fair  to  all  lodges,  we  have 
divided  the  lodges  into  classes  accord- 
ing to  membership,  for  it  is  more  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  a  large  lodge 
can  secure  more  members  in  a  given 
time  than  a  small  lodge  can.  The 
lodges  have  been  classed  as  follows: 
A  Class:  Nos.  1,  8,  11,  16,  20,  21. 
B  Class:  Nos.  4,  9.  18,  24,  26,  26,  30. 

31,  33.  36.  34. 

C  Class:  Nos.  8,  6,  7.  23,  27.  28,  29, 

32,  35. 
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D  Class:  Nos.  6,  10, 12,  14,  15,  17,  19. 

This  contest  will  l>e0iii  Sept  10, 
1908,  and  close  Dec.  1«  1908. 

To  the  lodge  securing  the  most  mem- 
bers in  that  time  we  will  give  a  set  of 
officers'  badges,  or  should  the  winning 
lodge  have  these  badges,  an  equivalent 
in  money  will  .be  given.  To  the  lodge 
securing  the  second  largest  number  of 
members  five  dollars  will  be  given,  and 
to  the  lodge  securing  the  third  prize 
four  dollars  will  be  given.  This  con- 
test will  be  on  a  percentage  basis,  thus 
making  it  fair  to  all  lodges. 

To  the  member  securing  the  largest 
number  of  new  members  during  the 
time  this  conteet  lasts  a  pin  of  our 
order  will  be  given.  This  pin  Will  be 
hand  made,  of  solid  gold  and  beautiful 
design. 

The  contest  will  close  Deoraiber  1st, 
but  these  prizes  will  not  be  awarded 
until  January  21st,  as  all  members 
secured  during  this  contest  will  have 
to  remain  in  good  standing  until  after 
the  January  dues  have  been  remitted 
to  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

All  lodges  will  be  notified  by  letter 
about  this  contest,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  members  will  become 
interested  and  do  all  they  can  to  help 
their  lodge  win  one  of  these  prizes.  If 
each  member  will  secure  one  applica- 
tion and  see  that  that  applicant  joins 
and  remains  a  member,  she  will  do  a 
great  deal  toward  helping  us  out. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  issue  of  the 
JouBNAL,  we  are  in  splendid  financial 
condition  and  are  in  a  position  to  pay 
any  benefits  that  we  may  be  called 
upon.  Our  dues  are  reasonable,  no 
doctor's  examination  is  required,  and 
the  only  condition  pertaining  to  our 
funeral  benefit  of  |250  is  that  a  mem- 
ber must  belong  to  the  order  six  con- 
secutive months  before  she  is  entitled 
to  the  benefit. 

Another  new  lodge  has  been  added 
to  our  list  within  the  past  months  as 
Magnolia  Lodge  No.  36  of  Franklin 
Park,  111.,  was  instituted  by  Mrs. 
Louise  Dolan.  We  hope  there  will  be 
others  in  the  near  future. 

Our  Orand  Mistress,  Sister  Stang, 
reports  that  the  prospects  of  one,  if 
not  two  lodges,  in  Peoria.  111.,  within 
a  short  time  are  very  bright,  and  we 
hope  the  good  ladies  who  have  inter- 
ested themselves  there  will  soon  be 
able  to  line  up  enough  members  to 
organize  a  lodge. 


Another  member  has  been  called  to 
her  reward  during  the  past  month,  this 
time  a  charter  member  of  Unity 
Lodge  No.  30  of  Staples,  Minn.,  8ist^ 
Lucy  Cary.  We  extend  our  sympathy 
to  her  bereaved  family.  Before  this 
paper  will  reach  our  readers,  her  bene- 
fit will  have  been  paid  to  her  daugh- 
ter, as  our  claims  are  paid  promptly. 
Sara.  T.  Jackson, 
Orand  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 


Los  Angeles,  CaL 

ElDiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  am  a  new  member  of  Poppy 
Lodge  No.  25,  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
letting  our  sister  members  know  what 
we  are  doing  out  here  in  sunny  Cali- 
fomia. 

Our  lodge  is  young  and  small  at 
present,  but  advancing  steadily.  We 
are  taking  in  on  an  average  of  one 
member  each  meeting,  and  owing  to 
the  good  work  of  our  sister  members 
and  grand  mistress,  we  expect  to  swell 
our  membership  to  our  tonnage  cap- 
acity. 

Poppy  Lodge  is  full  of  life  and  we 
have  many  pleasant  gatherings.  When 
we  make  up  our  train  and  go  out  on 
one  of  those  surprise  trips  we  certain- 
ly have  a  good  time. 

I  am  very  sorry  I  put  off  Joining 
the  auxiliary,  for  I  see  now  what  I 
have  been  missing,  and  I  wish  now 
that  business  is  picking  up  the  switch- 
men's wives  that  are  intending  to 
join  would  not  put  it  off  but  come  in 
right  away.  It  will  not  only  be  a  pleas- 
ure to  us  but  to  them  also. 

Aa  I  have  a  regular  position  now.  I 
will  try  to  do  better  next  month. 
With  best  regards  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
and  L.  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Mbs.  MrrmEL  Babnes. 


Franklin  Park,  IIL 

Edfiob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  have  a  few  spare  moments,  I 
am  going  to  try  my  pen,  as  it  is  some 
time  since  there  has  been  a  piece  writ- 
ten for  the  little  S.  U.  book. 

Franklin  Park  Lodge  No.  193  is  still 
in  the  land  of  the  living  and  gaining 
ground  right  along,  and  we  all  proved 
this  at  our  fifth  annual  picnic,  which 
as  I  have  said  before,  was  the  grand- 
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est  eyent  of  the  season.  We  wish  to 
thank  our  brothers  who  took  part  and 
worked  to  make  the  day  a  success. 
Special  trains  were  run  from  Alten- 
helm  to  the  grove. 

Bro.  Babcock  took  a  trip  to  Michi- 
gan, and  they  say  he  brought  back  a 
wife  with  him.  He  claims  a  bachelor's 
life  is  no  good,  especially  when  a  fel- 
low has  to  eat  at  the  beanery  at  Kolze. 
We  all  wish  to  congratulate  our 
brother  through  the  pages  of  our  pink 
book. 

Some  time  ago,  in  reading  over  the 
pages  of  the  Journal,  I  was  sorry  to 
read  of  our  worthy  President,  Bro. 
Hawley,  being  ill,  and  I  hope  by  the 
time  this  letter  reaches  publication 
Bro.  Hawley  will  be  able  to  attend  his 
duties  again. 

Our  worthy  brother  Dick  €k>nrad  of 
this  lodge  has  been  quite  ill  in  the  Oak 
Park  Hospital  for  several  months  with 
a  tumor  on  the  spine.  We  are  all 
anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from  Bro. 
Dick.  His  wife  took  him  to  Southern 
Texas.  The  brothers  hope  he  will  be 
able  to  resume  his  position  at  Kolze 
again  soon. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Dolan  had  the  misfortune 
of  getting  hurt  while  performing  his 
duties  on  July  31st.  and  we  hoSe  it 
will  not  be  long  before  Bro.  Dolan  will 
be  able  to  attend  his  duties  again. 

Bro.  D.  J.  Ooughlln  had  the  misfor- 
tune of  losing  his  wife  under  an  oper- 
ation Thursday,  June  18th,  at  the  Oak 
Park  Hospital.  Mrs.  CoughMn  was 
well  known  in  this  vicinity,  and  her 
death  was  a  shock  to  all  her  friends. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  brother, 
Richard  Scott  and  his  family,  who  re- 
side here,  and  several  sisters  in  Chi- 
cago to  mourn  her  demise.  The  floral 
tributes  contributed  were  many  and 
beautiful,  showing  the  esteem  in  which 
she  was  held.  The  pieces  sent  by 
friends  were  a  large  pillow  by  the  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.  Lodgfe  No.  193,  broken 
wheel  by  President  W.  B.  McAuliffe, 
star  of  Bethlehem  by  Andrew  Peterson, 
and  a  large  six-foot  cross  by  the  young 
people  of  Franklin  Park,  besides  many 
by  relatives  and  friends.  Mass  was 
conducted  by  Rev.  F.  J.  Webber,,  Mon- 
day. June  22d.  and  the  body  was  taken 
to  Calvary  where  it  was  buried  with 
great  honor.  Bro.  D.  J.  Coughlin  and 
Bro.  Dick  Scott  and  family  have  the 
sympathy  of  every  brother. 


Well,  Bro.  Editor,  I  guess  I  had  bet- 
ter Jump  into  the  clear  for  this  time. 
Wishing  success  to  the  noble  S.  U.,  I 
remain  Bias.  Pbabl  Douohebtt. 


Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Not  having  seen  anything  in  the 
Journal  for  a  long  time  from  L.  A. 
No.  7.  I  will  endeavor  to  tell  you  how 
we  are  progressing.  Since  it  has  been 
suoh  hot  weather  we  have  given  up 
our  hall  for  a  time  and  hold  our  meet- 
ings at  the  sisters'  homes,  taking  them 
in  alphabetical  order,  and  we  have  a 
much  larger  attendance. 

Business  has  been  very  dull  here  for 
the  S.  U.  brothers,  but  it  is  picking  up 
slow  but  sure. 

At  our  last  meeting,  held  at  Sister 
Kate  Oouhin's,  it  was  decided  to  have 
our  picnic  on  the  12th  of  August,  in 
Cook's  Grove,  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
Erie.  The  morning  dawned  very 
cloudy,  with  a  sprinkle  of  rain,  but  it 
takes  more  than  rain  to  dampen  the 
spirits  of  No.  7's  members,  and  at  9.30 
we  met  at  Sister  Madden's  and  went 
in  a  body  to  the  grove.  The  skies 
cleared  and  it  proved  an  ideal  day  for 
a  picnic,  and  it  certainly  was  a  jolly 
crowd  that  surrounded  the  tables  at 
1  o'clock.  There  was  nothing  to  mar 
the  pleasure,  unless  it  was  that  we 
could  not  eat  the  large  pieces  of  watei^ 
melon  that  Sister  McKenzie  cut. 

After  the  tables  were  cleared  the 
afternoon  was  spent  in  all  kinds  of 
amusements.  Some  of  the  sisters 
donned  bathing  suits  and  enjoyed  a 
splash  in  old  Brie.  Sisters  Kate  Gou- 
hln,  Alice  Pritchard  and  Ida  Daugh- 
erty  had  a  swimming  race.  Sister 
Daugherty  coming  out  the  winner. 
Sister  Madden  won  in  the  runniing 
race.  Come  again.  Sister  Madden,  we 
are  never  lonesome  when  vou  are 
along. 

Well,  I  fear  this  will  find  the  waste 
basket  if  I  do  not  side  track.  With 
best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  and  all  the 
L.  A.,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Journal  Agent. 


If  you  would  lead  you  must  be  will- 
ing to  be  lonesome  at  times. 


Work  is  the  grand  cure  for  all  the 
maladies  that  beset  mankind. 
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''God  Knows/' 

God  knows,  and  so  does  William  Taft, 
If   it  wasn't  for  greed  and   political 

graft 
And  laws  which  enable  the  watered 

stock 
To  fleece  the  pelts  from  the  rest  of  the 

flock, 
That  man  wouldn't  be  referred  to  God 
That  was  starring  and  in  search  of  a 

measly  job. 

Now  that  elephant  with  its  worn-out 
tail 

Would  never  be  able  to  drag  that  pail. 

That  full  dinner  bucket  that  was  prom- 
ised, you  know. 

That  the  bottom  fell  out  of  a  few 
months  ago. 

That  shining  tin  pail  that  we  pur- 
chased with  gold. 

That  bucket  of  buckets,  O  what  pie  it 
would  hold. 

Now  we  have  studied  and  thought  why 
this  should  be. 

Until  we  have  concluded  that  we  plain- 
ly can  see 

That  we've  got  the  tin.  Bill,  while  a 
few  got  the  gold. 

And  what  they  were  filled  with  our 
stomachs  won't  hold — 

That  the  labels  got  mixed  at  that  big 
pure  food  show. 

And  we  got  the  dope  that  makes  gar- 
den stuff  grow. 

Now  we  think  that  God  knows,  and 
some  mortals  as  well. 

And  the  vote  of  the  coming  election 
should  tell 

Why  our  over-production  should  starve 
us  to  death 

Why  a  few  grow  so  fat  they  can  scarce- 
ly get  breath, 

That  the  votes  undesirable  that  will  be 
cast, 

May  give  the  solution  which,  God 
knows,  at  last. 

E.  E.  POOBE. 

EiLLENSBUBO,  Wash. 


The  Benefits  of  Unionism. 

The  railroads  are  between  the  devil 
and  the  deep  blue  sea.  IndujBtrial  con- 
ditions have  decreased  dividends,  and 
something  must  be  done.  Either  rates 
must  be  raised  or  wages  reduced.  The 
first  scheme  is  not  workable,  as  the 


railroads  have  not  the  best  standing 
before  the  bar  of  public  opinion.  The 
wage  reduction  plan  looks  simple,  but 
the  railway  brotherhoods  loom  up, 
mountain  high,  and  grimly  announce 
that  if  their  wages  are  cut  they  will 
stand  together  and  tie  the  country 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  rail- 
roads know  the  determined  spirit  of 
the  men,  and  in  view  of  the  fall  elec- 
tions, the  situation  is  embarrassing, 
as  dividends  must  be  maintained,  for 
none  will  advocate  that  European 
idlers  and  non-producers  can  stand  a 
cut. 

If  the  railroad  men  were  not  united, 
they  would  the  cut  to  the  lowest  stand- 
ard, and  the  same  is  true  with  those 
working  in  factory  and  shop. 

But  some  workers  are  so  "intellect- 
ual" and  far-seeing  that  they  lightly 
bound  over  actual;  presentrday  condi- 
tions and  talk  of  the  "uselessness  of 
labor  unions"  as  now  formed. 

That's  what  the  railroads  believe. — 
Exchange. 


A  Gem  from  Debs. 

It  does  not  matter  that  the  Creator 
has  sown  with  stars  the  fields  of  ether 
and  decked  the  earth  with  countless 
beauties  for  man's  enjoyment  It  does 
not  matter  that  air  and  ocean  teem 
with  the  wonders  of  innumerable 
forms  of  life  to  challenge  man's  ad- 
miration and  investigation.  It  does 
not  matter  that  nature  spreads  forth 
all  her  scenes  of  beauty  and  gladness 
and  pours  forth  the  melodies  of  her 
myriad  tongued  voices  for  man's  delec- 
tation. If  liberty  is  ostracized  and 
exiled,  man  is  a  slave  and  the  world 
rolls  in  space  and  whirls  around  the 
sun  a  gilded  prison,  a  domed  dungeon, 
and,  though  painted  in  all  the  enchant- 
ing hues  that  infinite  art  could  com- 
mand, it  must  stand  forth  a  blotch 
amid  the  singing  spheres  of  the  side- 
real heavens,  and  those  who  cull  from 
the  vocabularies  of  nations,  living  or 
dead,  their  flashing  phrases  with 
which  to  apostrophize  liberty,  are  en- 
gaged in  perpetuating  the  most  stu- 
pendous delusion  the  ages  have 
knowir.  Strike  down  liberty,  no  mat- 
ter by  what  subtle  and  infernal  art  the 
deed  is  done,  the  spinal  cord  of  hu- 
manity is  sundered,  and  the  world  is 
paralyzed  by  the  indescribable  crime. 
—Eugene  V,  Debs, 
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A  Glance  Behind  the  Curtain. 

New  times  demand  new  measures  and 
new  men; 

The  world  advances,  and  in  time  out- 
grows 

The  laws  that  in  our  father's  day  were 
best; 

And,  doubtless,  after  us,  some  purer 
scheme 

Will  be  shaped  out  by  wiser  men  than 
we. 

Made  wiser  by  the  steady  growth  of 
truth. 

We  cannot  bring  Utopia  at  once; 

But  better  almost  be  at  work  in  sin 

Than  in  brute  inaction  browse  and 
sleep. 

No  man  Is  bom  into  the  world  whose 
work 

Is  not  born  with  him;  there  is  always 
work. 

And  tools  to  work  withal,  for  those 
who  Will; 

And  blessed  are  the  homy  hands  of 
toil. 

The  busy  world  shoves  angrily  aside 

The  man  who  stands  with  arms  akim- 
bo set. 

Until  occasion  tells  him  what  to  do; 

And  he  who  waits  to  have  his  task 
marked  out 

Shall  die  and  leave  his  errand  unful- 
filled. 


The  time  is  ripe  and  rotten-ripe,  for 
change; 

Then  let  it  come;  I  have  no  dread  of 
what 

Is  called  for  by  the  instinct  of  man- 
kind. 

Nor  think  I  that  Gk)d's  world  would 
fall  apart 

Because  we  tear  a  parchment  more  or 
less. 

Truth  is  eternal,  but  her  effluence, 

With  endless  change,  is  fitted  to  the 
hour; 

Her  mirror  is  tumed  forward,  to  re- 
flect 

The  promise  of  the  future,  not  the  past 

I  do  not  fear  to  follow  out  the  truth. 

Albeit  along  the  precipice's  edge. 

Let  us  speak  plain:  there  is  more  force 
in  names 

Than  most  men  dream  of;  and  a  lie 
may  keep 

Its  throne  a  whole  age  longer,  if  it 
skulk 

Behind  the  shield  of  some  fair-seeming 
name. 


Let  us  call  tyrants  tyrants,  and  main* 

tain 
That  only  freedom  comes  b^  grace  of 

God, 
And  all  that  comes  not  by  His  grace 

must  fall; 
Fbr  men  in  earnest  have  no  time  to 

waste 
In  patching  fig-leaves  for  the  naked 

truth. 

— Jamea  Russell  Lowell. 


DEFINITIONS  NEED  FIXING 


A  Commission  Required  to 
Reconcile  More  Common 
Varieties. 


The  manufactureY  insists  upon  set- 
ting the  price  of  the  labor  he  buys  and 
the  goods  he  sells. 

That  is  called  "business." 
,  The  workingman  asks  the  privilege 
of  having  a  voice  in  setting  the  price 
Ojf  his  commodity,  labor,  and  wants  to 
be  protected  against  the  rapacity  of 
trusts  and  combinations 

That  is  called  -arrogance." 

Manufacturers  combine  to  raise  the 
price  by  limiting  the  supply  of  goods 
manufactured. 

That  is  called  "high  finance." 

Workingmen  organize  unions  to  pre- 
vent injustice  and  to  elevate  the  stand- 
ard of  labor. 

That  is  called  "interfering  with  free 
and  independent  labor." 

A  trust  is  formed  to  buy  up  small 
and  independent  factories  and  close 
them  down  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling the  supply. 

That  is  called  "business  enterprise."' 

Labor  unions  seek  to  control  the  ap- 
prentice system  to  the  end  that  labor 
be  not  reduced  to  starvation  basis. 

That  is  called  "preventing  the  youth 
of  the  land  from  learning  usefufe 
trades." 

A  financier  steals  a  million  entrust- 
ed to  his  care. 

He  is  hailed  as  a  "Napoleon  of  Pf* 
nance," 

A  workingman  steals  a  loaf  of  bread 
for  his  hungry  babies  and  is  sent  to 
jail  for  six  months. 

That  is  called  "justice." 
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A  'band  of  rich  men  combine  to  pre- 
vent changes  in  adminiBtrat,ion  that 
might  injure  their  schemes. 

They  are  called  "conservatives." 

A  hand  of  thoughtful  men  with  no 
aziM  to  grind  associate  themselves  to 
brins  About  needed  reforms  in  govern- 
mental afCairs. 

They  are  called  "dangerous  agita- 
tors." 

A  Itock€A>ilt  social  function  costs 
136,000  and  |3,000.000  worth  of  dia- 
monds are  on  display. 

That  is  called  "evidence  of  proe- 
perity." 

Ten  thousand  idle  workingmen  ap- 
ply for  help. 

That  is  called  "evidence  of  shiftless- 
neas.'* 

Clearly  we  are  in  need  of  a  commis- 
sion to  reconcile  the  difference  in  our 
line  of  definitions. — The  Commoner. 


Dolan  *' Explains''  Matters. 

BiB.  Samuel  Gompebs,  Washinoton: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  am  enclos- 
ing you  a  copy  of  the  statement  made 
by  our  committee  in  presenting  an 
honorary  membership  card  to  the  Hon- 
orable William  H.  Taft  this  week. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
Mr.  Taft  and  six  Congressmen,  three 
Republicans  and  three  Democrats, 
helped  us  to  make  a  fight  to  keep  the 
wages  up  at  Panama,  and  all  these 
men  were  elected  as  honorary  mem- 
bers of  our  brotherhood  at  the  time. 
There  is  no  politics  in  this  matter  as 
far  as  our  organization  is  concerned. 
Of  course,  we  appreciate  very  much 
the  efforts  of  these  men  in  helping  us 
to  keep  up  the  wages  of  our  members, 
and  it  is  only  quite  natural  that  we 
should  wish  them  to  receive  political 
success. 

In  making  this  explanation  to  you 
I  simply  do  so  so  you  will  not  think 
our  organization  or  its  officers  are 
taking  any  exceptions  to  your  stand 
in  this  election,  as  we  all  have  the 
highest  personal  regard  for  you  as  a 
man  and  a  representative  of  the  labor 
men,  and  while  we  can  not  all  agree 
on  political  matters,  still  there  are 
very  few  issuea  that  you  advocate 
which  all  the  officers  of  our  organisa- 
tion do  not  support  you  in. 

Ton  can  rest  assured  that  we  all 
have  the  utmost  confidence  in  you  as 


an  honest,  upright  man  in  every  re- 
spect, and  we  all  hope  that  you  will 
have  good  health  and  be  spared  for  a 
long  life  in  the  labor  movement 
Tours  fraternally, 

T.  J.  DoLAir, 
Qen.'Sec  Treat. 


The  above  letter  explains  the  rea- 
sons for  Injunction  Bill's  unionism. 
The  case  is  so  clear  that  Dolan  and 
the  Steam  Shovelers  are  entitled  to 
the  best  in  the  house.  All  that's  nec- 
essary now  is  for  Andy  Carnegie  and 
Frick  to  hand  a  little  favor  to  about 
100  unionists  and  the  Homestead  sin 
will  be  wiped  away. — The  Toledo 
Union  Leader. 


The  Right  of  Free  Speech. 

They  are  slaves  most  base 
Whose  love  of  right  is  for  them- 
selves 
And  not  for  all  the  race. 

— Jamee  Rutsell  Loweih 

•  •    • 

The  community  which  does  not  pro- 
tect its  humblest  and  most  hated  mem- 
ber in  the  free  utterance  of  his  opin- 
ions,  no  matter  how  false  or  hateful*  is 
only  a  gang  of  slaves.— W^ndel)  PhU- 
lips. 

•  •    • 

Encroachments  upon  rights  of  free 
speech  and  free  assemblage  which  we 
have  looked  upon  with  indifference  be- 
cause they  were  for  opinions  which  to 
us  seemed  false  or  hateful,  we  have 
suddenly  found  applied  to  ourselves. 
Here  is  repeated  again  for  us  the  warn- 
ing of  which  all  the  histories  of  liberty 
are  but  the  record.  The  outposts  of 
our  rights  are  to  he  found  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rights  of  the  least  of 
our  brethren.  The  more  odious  they, 
the  more  do  we  need  to  keep  our  lamp 
of  vigilance  trimmed  and  burning  for 
their  defense.  It  is  through  the  weak 
gate  of  their  uncared  for  liberty  that 
the  despot  will  steal  upon  us. — Henry 
D.  Lloyd. 

•  •    • 

Do  they  not  realize  that  if  the  bul- 
warks of  American  liberty — ^free  speech 
and  free  press,  with  their  corollary  of 
free  worship — ^were  once  broken  down 
at  the  weaker  points,  the  whole  struc- 
ture would  got 

If  it  did  not  go  all  at  once,  it  would 
surely   go   a   little   at  a  time.     And 
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lirhether  all  at  once  or  a  little  at  a 
time,  what  hope  would  there  be  for 
continued  freedom  in  America.  If  once 
free  speech  ccmes  to  depend  upon  the 
wUl  of  the  stronger,  it  will  inevitably 
come  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  the 
strongest.^Louis  F,  Poet,  in  The  Pulh 
tic. 

•    •    • 

By  liberty  was  meant  protection 
against  the  tyranny  of  the  political 
rulers.  The  rulers  were  oonceived  as 
in  a  neoesMirily  antagonistic  position 
to  the  people  whom  they  ruled. 

Society  can  and  does  execute  its  own 
mandates. 

The  great  writers  to  whom  the  world 
owes  what  religious  liberty  it  pos- 
sesses, have  mostly  asserted  freedom  of 
conscience  as  an  indefeasible  right,  and 
denied  absolutely  that  a  human  being 
is  accountable  to  others  for  his  religi- 
ous  belief. 

The  liberty  of  expressing  opinions  is 
the  same  as  thought  itself,  and  is  in- 
separable from  it— ^o^n  Stuart  MilU. 

The  Joy  of  Hard  Work. 

'^o  man  can    work   too   hard,   or 
hours  too  long,  if  his  health  will  per- 
mif'-^President    Bliot    of     Hanrard 
Uniyersity. 
Said  the  miner  deep  down  in  the  earth 

And  he  laughed  at  the  humor  of  it): 
'It's  a  Joy  uid  a  revel  to  dig  like  a 
derU 

As  lo^g  as  my  health  will  permit; 
And  though  it's  a  loes  of  delight  to  the 

He  doesn't  seem  jealous  a  bit!" 

Said  the  girl  in  the  thundering  mill, 
With  a  smile  that  was  grateful  and 
sweet* 
''It's  pleasant,  this  spinning;    I  fear 
that  I'm  Binning 
In  wanting  to  sleep  and  to  eat! 
Oh,  it  would  be  so  grand  to  be  a;ble 
to  stand 
The  other  twelve  hours  on  my  feet!" 

Said  the  child  in  the  tenement  shop: 
Don't  send  me  to  play,  if  you  please: 
I'd   rather  be  sewing  and   stitching, 
you  know. 
In  this  hotbed  of  filth  and  disease. 
Tor  a  sweatshop,  you  see,  is  dearer  to 
me 
Than  the  birds  and  the  blossoming 
trees!" 
— Tom  8elby  in  Painter  and  Decorator. 


JAPS  EVICT  WHITE  GIRLS 


Drive  Five  Thousand  Waitresses 
and  Domestics  Out  of  Employ- 


Five  thousand  white  girls  in  Califor- 
nia have  been  robbed  of  their  employ- 
ment as  waitresses  and  domestics  by 
the  incursions  of  the  Japanese! 

This  declaration  ie  made  by  no  less 
an  authority  than  the  State  Commis- 
sioner of  Labor  statistics. 

From  the  employment  agencies  mak- 
ing a  speciaky  of  furnishing  female 
help  it  is  learned  the  situation  is  be- 
coming a  greater  hardship  upon  the 
working  girl  every  month. 

"What  becomes  of  the  girls  whose 
positions  are  filled  by  the  Japanese?" 
was  asked  of  an  agent. 

"They  are  simply  driven  into  less 
desirable  employment,"  was  the  an- 
swer. "Maybe  you  will  find  house- 
maids going  into  ill-smelling  factories 
or  maybe  they  will  find  home  work  at 
scmie  other  place  at  lower  salaries. 
Hundreds  of  girls  are  out  of  employ- 
ment who  would  be  glad  of  any  posi- 
tion by  which  their  needs  can  be  de- 
cently provided." 

There  are  more  than  one  thousand 
Japanese  laundry  workers  in  San 
Francisco,  twenty-four  employment 
offices^  eighty-five  lodging  houses, 
eighty-six  restaurants  where  meals 
can  be  secured  as  low  as  ten  cents  a 
meal,  eleven  bath  houses,  nineteen 
shooting  galleries,  forty  barber  shops, 
three  hundred  shoe-repairing  shops, 
one  hundred  house-cleaning  com- 
panies, brokers,  bankers,  doctors  den- 
tists, express  companies  and,  in  fact, 
all  the  industries  necessary  to  carry 
on  city  life,  without  having  to  give 
any  of  the  patronage  to  the  whites. 

The  Japanese  have  a  large  number 
of  tailoring,  clothes-cleaning  and  re- 
pairing shops,  which  are  making  enor- 
mous inroads  upon  the  business  of  the 
white  tailors. 

"These  conditions  under  which  the 
work  ie  done  are  a  menace  to  the 
health  of  those  who  purchase  the  ar- 
ticles made,"  says  the  SUte  Labor 
Commissioner. 

"Tou  may  find  basements  where  as 
many  as  forty  Japanese  work  at  sew- 
ing machines  on  the  better  class  of  la- 
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diee'  dress  goods,  silk  waists,  etc  The 
maclLliies  are  as  close  as  space  will  al- 
low, the  walls  are  curtained  off,  and 
behind  the  curtains  are  tiers  of  hunks. 
In  one  comer--and  I  have  a  particular 
sweatshop  in  mind — is  a  large  cook 
stoye  and  all  the  kitchen  parapher^ 
nalia. 

"The  workers  eat,  sleep,  and  toil  in 
the  basement  They  work,  from  four- 
teen to  sixteen  hours  a  day.  and  make 
what  they  consider  good  wages,  |10  to 
|15  a  moiith  and  board,  and  they  can 
he  fed  for  $3  or  $4  a  month.  Can  we 
expect  the  white  garment  workei's  td 
compete  with  these  people  under  such 
conditions  and  retain  any  spark  of 
womanh€k>d?" — £Jx. 


What  fe  the  Matter  with  Amer- 
ican Workmen? 

I  repeat  my  words,  "Industrially, 
America  is  hell  with  the  lid  off,"  which 
seem  to  have 'been  widely  quoted  and 
to  have  created  some  surprise.  And 
let  me  at  once  say  that  this  phrase  is 
not  original  with  me — it  was  in  the 
first  place  applied  to  Pittsburg,  and 
Pittsburg  alone.  But  If  the  conditions 
of  labor  which  prevail  at  Pittsburg  do 
not  prevail  all  over  America  they 
prevail  in  a  sufficient  number  of  places 
to  warrant  me  in  deploring  the  fact 
and  warning  my  own  countrymen  from 
adopting  as  a  model  the  fatal  indus- 
trial conditions  that  prevail  in  Amer- 
ica.^ 

7f  you  think  I  am  exaggerating  and 
have  gone  too  far  when  I  say  that  the 
industrial  conditions  of  America  more 
neiarly  approach  in  their  ultimate  re- 
sults the  conditions  of  slavery,  which 
it  is  your  boast  you  have  destroyed, 
let  Mr.  Hearst  send  an  impartial  com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  hours  of 
labor,  the  wages,  the  conditions  of  life 
of  the  men  who  work  in  the  sweat- 
shops of  New  York,  Pittsburg  and 
other  great  American  cities. 

Let  him  send  a  commission  down 
South  and  investigate  the  iniquitous 
system  of  child  labor  that  prevails 
there,  and  when  their  researches  are 
complete  let  them  be  compared  not 
only  with  England,  but  with  some  of 
the  other  nations  of  lEhirope. 

Such  a  commission  should  inquire 
how  the  breaker  boys  of  Pennsylvania 


work— the  slaves  of  the  Coal  Trust 
They  should  investigate  the  revelattons 
of  the  strike  commission  and  they 
would  find  that  historic  document 
linderetates  the  facts  of  the  case.  Let 
them  sift  the  reports  of  the  United 
States  officials  of  health  and  the  find- 
ings of  the  tenement  house  commis- 
sioners. All  these  documents  I  have 
studied  carefully.  They  all  confirm 
the  opinion  wliich  I  formed  as  the  re- 
sult of  my  own  personal  investigations 
in  the  States  six  years  ago  and  I  dare 
say  conditions  haven't  changed  since. 

Look  at  the  reports  of  the  railway 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  on 
the  killing  and  mutilation  of  railway 
employes.  They  are  shocking.  Our 
own  are  bckl,  but  it  is  child's  play  here 
to  what  it  is  there.  Parliament  would 
not  stand  for  a  moment  what  goes  on 
there.  The  casualty  list  of  the  Ameri- 
can railways  would  stock  a  first-class 
war.  Tell  any  transatlantic  crHic  of 
mine  to  read  those  statistics.  They 
will  put  some  enthusiasm  into  them 
for  the  cause  of  labor.  I  have  been 
accused  of  calling  industrial  America 
a  slaughterhouse  and  a  Golgotha.  The 
death  roll  of  the  brave  men  who  an- 
nually lose  their  lives  in  the  hoarding 
up  of  minions  for  the  railway  mag- 
nates is  not  only  my  excuse  for  these 
phrases,  bi;t  is  my  justification. 

Take,  again,  every  work  on  indus- 
trial America.  Take  Mr.  Foster 
Eraser's  ".^nertea  at  Work."  Your 
Yankee  millionaires,  your  lordly  mag- 
na/tes  who  bask  in  the  smiles  of  Eu- 
ropean monarchies,  may  say  that  it  is 
all  exaggerated.  They  may  declare 
that  these  are  socialistic,  calumnies 
and  an  attempt  to  pit  class  against 
class,  but  ask  the  worker,  ask  the  vic- 
tim. Do  not  take  for  gospel  truth  the 
word  of  the  few  that  get  on.  Take  the 
testimony  of  the  toiling  millions.  It 
is  the  mass  and  not  the  individual  that 
I  appeal  to  for  corroboration,  and  I 
know  that  my  appeal  will  not  be  in 
vain.  I  am  not  an  "Ignorant  English- 
man filled  with  insular  pride."  **La- 
bor  all  the  world  over"  Is  my  plea,  but 
in  pleading  for  labor  in  America  I  am 
putting  forward  only  the  evidence  of 
America.  I  base  my  indictment  of 
American  industrial  conditions,  over 
and  above  everything  else,  on  the  offi- 
cial documents  of  Americans.  Let 
Americans  who  cavil  at  my  words  go 
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to  the  reports  prepared  by  their  own 
commlasionerB  of  labor  at  Washington. 
They  supply  me  with  sufllclent  ma- 
terial to  warrant  me  In  saying  that 
Amerk»,  bo  far  as  the  toller  Is  con- 
cerned, Is  ••Hell  with  the  Ud  off— heU 
with  just  sufficient  daylight  to  see  that 
there  Is  a  way  out  of  It" 

When  I  was  In  America  I  visited 
practically  all  the  Industrial  centers. 
I  ylalted  Pittsburg  and  I  visited  the 
Pullman  works.  So  far  as  the  In- 
tensity of  toil  is  concerned,  so  far  as 
unhealthy  conditions  go,  and  especially 
In  so  far  as  the  determinations  of  the 
masters  were  concerned  to  take  advan- 
tage of  every  selfish  instinct  in  the  in- 
dividual, I  cannot  compare  the  condi- 
tions here  with  those  there.  It  was 
brutality,  sheer  brutality,  but  the  bru- 
tality was  not  that  of  the  ignorant 
animal,  but  of  the  wily  human  being 
determined  to  take  advantage  of  every 
sordid  motive  in  every  human  breast, 
whereby  one  individual  was  encour- 
aged to  work  harder,  longer  and 
cheaper,  not  for  the  benefit  that  he 
himself  derived,  but  for  the  still 
greater  benefit  which  accrued  to  his 
employer. 

There  is  no  hope  for  labor  under 
those  conditions.  There  is  no  hope  for 
humanity.  It  Is  brutalizing— 'I  say  it 
and  dare  a  rl^t-thinking  person  to 
gainsay  it. 

I  visited  the  Spring  Valley  mines.  I 
remember  addressing  a  meeting  of 
workmen  there  and  I  remember  how  I 
felt  for  them.  I  think  the  majority  of 
the  workmen  there  were  with  me.  I 
believe  a  lot  were  not.  The  latter  were 
thoroughly  Imbued  with  the  idea  of 
cutting  out  their  fellow  workmen;  of 
applying  the  cut-throat  policy  of  the 
market  to  human  labor,  to  very  exist- 
ence. It  is  warfare  with  these  people, 
but  war  against  their  own  kith  and 
kin.  American  employers  play  upon 
this  feeling.  They  call  it  **Napoleon's 
game."  For  every  soldier  a  marshal's 
baton,  for  every  platelayer  (section 
hand)  a  Vanderbllt,  for  every  iron  and 
steel  worker  a  Carnegie  and  his  Sklbo 
Castle,  and  for  every  riveter  a  Cramp. 

Goaded  on  by  such  lures,  the  Ameri- 
can worker  tries  to  work  harder, 
cheaper  and  longer  than  his  mate. 
What  is  the  result?  If  he  wlns<  he 
wins  because  another  drops  out  and 
dies.    He  rises  to  higher  things  on  the 


corpses  of  his  comrades.  There  must 
be  hundreds  of  thousands  of  workmen 
for  every  millionaire. 

No,  I  cannot  say  there  is  any  hope 
for  the  American  workman  until  he 
adopts  or  improves  on  our  methods. 
We  are  not  perfect  We  have  only  just 
discovered  the  way  which  will  lead  to 
industrial  peace  and  happiness.  We 
have,  however,  got  the  people  on  our 
side.  There  is  no  national  character- 
istic to  fl^t  against,  no  almost  insu- 
pend>le  racial  barrier  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  ultimate  success.  The  hardest 
part  of  the  fight  has  been  won.  The 
thin  edge  of  the  wedge  has  been  in- 
serted. There  is  no  choice  for  the 
American  workmen  but  to  follow  us. 
There  is  nothing  between  him  and  the 
rebarbarization  of  industry  save  the 
trade  union  and  the  trade  union  prin- 
ciples which  are  accepted  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  In 
that  organization  I  see  some  hope  for 
the  American  toller. 

A  significant  feature  of  the  prevail- 
ing unrest  and  dissatisfaction  of  the 
American  toiler  is  to  be  found  in  the 
great  number  of  strikes  in  that  coun- 
try. Whether  the  men  be  striving  to 
get  better  recognition  of  their  union 
or  are  simply  availing  themselves  of 
an  opportunity  to  strike  a  big  blow  at 
the  accursed  trusts,  I  feel  sure  they 
are  engaged  in  a  righteous  warfare. 

The  mighty  question  of  how  to  ob- 
tain better  conditions  under  which  to 
work  and  live  is  not  confined  to  the 
steel  workers,  the  coal  miners  or  the 
bridge  builders  alone.  Sooner  or  later 
every  trade  in  America  will  come  to 
realize  that  the  same  fight  for  exist- 
ence awaits  them.  Unless  a  check  is 
put  upon  them  these  blood  suckers 
who  go  on  forming  trusts  will  domin- 
ate the  souls  as  well  as  the  bodies  of 
the  American  worklngmen. 

But  my  greatest  hope  for  future 
peace  and  assertion  of  American  la- 
bor's rights  is  in  awakening  the  public 
to  the  scourge  of  such  institutions  as 
trusts.  They  have  it  in  their  hands, 
and  if  rightly  managed  the  ballot  can 
be  made  a  great  deal  more  effective 
than  the  bullet 

The  great  victory  gained  by  the  coal 
workers  in  the  last  big  strike  in  the 
Pennsylvania  anthracite  regions  has 
brought  America  one  step  nearer  to 
the  conviction  that  the  only  solution  ot 
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the  dltBculty  is  municipalization  of 
monopolies  and  nationalization  of  the 
trusts.  Till  that  is  finally  accom- 
plii^ied  workers  must  resist  eyery  en- 
croachment of  their  rights  and  improve 
their  organizations,  getUne:  more  and 
more  command  oyer  themselves  and 
making  the  fullest  possible  use  of  that 
ereat  lever  to  be  found  in  the  ballot 
box. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  it  is  only  the 
British  masters  who  urge  us  to  adopt 
American  methods?  Take  the  Moseley 
industrial  commission.  There  is  not  a 
single  delegate  who  says  that  the  lead- 
ers of  labor  in  this  country  should 
fashion  their  ways  on  American 
models.  Why?  Because  the  American 
leaders  are  coming  around  to  our 
views.    That  is  why. 

I  don't  want  to  preach  to  Americans. 
They  probably  have  enough  teachers, 
but'  if  you  ask  me.  What  is  to  avert  a 
terrible  uprising:  of  the  workers  of 
America?— I  tell  you  it  is  only  trade 
organization,  coupled  with  municipal 
ownership  and  a  wide  and  tolerant 
political  action.  In  them  lie  the  hopes 
of  labor.  In  them  lie  the  fortunes  of 
politicians  and  statesmen.  They  and 
they  alone  can  avert  the  cataclysm 
which  may  overwhelm  even  such  a 
powerful  country  as  the  United  States 
of  America.  They  alone  stend  be- 
tween arrogant  and  absolute  wealth 
and  the  rebailmrlzation  of  toil. 

I  am  told  that  my  Ideas  are  contrary 
to  the  national  sentiment  of  America, 
that  every  American  is  imbued  with 
the  firm  determination  to  get  rich.  Let 
him  get  rich,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
his  fellow  worker.  Besides,  there  is 
pouring  into  America  now  a  labor  class 
that  threatens  to  exceed,  if  it  do^  not 
already  exceed,  the  legitimate  Ameri- 
can stock.  How  about  the  countless 
thousands  of  Italian,  Polish,  German 
and  Irish  workers?  These  are  the 
toilers,  and  is  .no  sympathy  to  be 
shown  them? 

To  wind  up  everything,  I  believe  ' 
that  the  only  hope  of  the  toiler  is  In 
organized  labor.  So  far.  American 
labor  is  not  organized,  and  English 
employers  clamor  for  American  con- 
ditions eimply  because  they  think  that 
they  would  benefit  therefrom.  But  you 
cannot  alter  the  time  by  setting:  back 
the  dock.  American  labor  is  fast 
assimilating  itself  to   I^nglish  condi- 


tions. The  sooner  it  does  it  the  better 
for  American  labor  and  the  better  for 
America. — John  Bums,  in  Chicago 
American, 


The  Old,  Old  Problem. 

One  problem  is  always  before  us. 

Wherever  man  settles  it  goes; 
When  Adam  was  driven  from  Eden 

He  studied  it  too,  I  suppose; 
Down  through  all  the  ages  and  eras 

We  may  follow  its  trail  if  we  will. 
Though  thot^sands  and  thousands  have 
solved  It, 

Men  daily  are  solving  it  still. 

It  never  has  ceased  and  it  never 

Will  cease  to  bring  sorrow  and  pain; 
Of  all  the  hard  problems  that  ever 

Have   furnished  a  task  for   man's 
brain 
This  oldest  of  problems  has  given 

The  wisest  and  deepest  concern — 
This  problem  of  living  on  profits 

That  other  men  labor  to  earn. 

— S,  E.  Riser, 


Injunctiofis  Upheld. 

"Threatened  unlawful  injuries  to 
business  can  only  be  adequately 
remedied  by  an  injunction  to  prevent 
them.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of 
equity  to  enjoin  in  such  cases  arises 
from  the  character  of  the  injury  and 
the  method  of  inflicting  it  and  the  fact 
that  suit  for  damages  offers  no  ade- 
quate remedy.  The  unlawful  injury  Is 
not  usually  done  by  one  single  act, 
which  might  be  adequately  compen- 
sated for  in  damages  by  a  suit  at  law, 
but  it  is  the  result  of  a  constantly  re- 
curring series  of  acts,  each  of  which  in 
Itself  might  not  constitute  a  substan- 
tial injury  or  make  a  suit  at  law  worth 
while,  and  all  of  which  would  require 
a  multiplicity  of  suits  at  law.  Injuries 
of  this  class  have  since  the  foundation 
of  courts  of  equity  been  prevented  by 
injunction."— From  William  JJ.  Tafft 
Speech  of  Acceptance. 


Organized  labor,  as  we  understand  it, 
wants  no  special  privileges:  but  justiee 
and  equal  opportunity.  It  does  not 
want  the  best  of  the  deal,  but  a  square 
deal. — Labor  Compendium, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMB>N'S  UNION 


ie» 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

M.  R,  Welch,  O.  8.  and  T.,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.: 

Deab  Sib— We  wish  to  extend  our 
heartfelt  thanks  to  you  for  the  prompt 
payment  of  insurance  held  by  my 
dearly  beloved  husband;  Peter  Cassidy, 
whom  God  has  called  away. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  each  and 
everyone  of  his  brothers  in  Lod^e  No. 
56  for  the  kindness  shown  myself  and 
son  during  the  saddest  hour  of  our 
lives,  and  also  for  their  beautiful 
floral  tribute. 

Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  be  with 
you  at  all  times  and  protect  you  in 
your  work.        Sincerely  yours, 
Mas.  Peteb  Cassidt,  Mother  and 
Son. 


Omaha,  Neb.,  July  27,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  most  grateful 
thanks  to  all  those  who  so  kindly 
assisted  me  in  my  recent  bereavement, 
in  the  death  of  my  husband,  Clinton 
E.  Willey,  especially  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
Missouri  Pacific  employes,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Ormsby  of  Lodge  No.  5,  Mr.  James 
Tobin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Graham, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Clark  of  Kansas 
City  Lodge  No.  1,  the  latter  who  ac- 
companied me  home  to  Omaha.  They 
will  always  be  gratefully  remembered 
and  may  the  great  God  above  show 
them  the  same  kind  friends  in  their 
hour  of  sorrow. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Mrs.  BiAY  L.  Willey. 


YouNGSTOWN,  O.,  July  17.  190«. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  to  Good  Hope  Lodge  No.  169 
for  their  kindness  during  our  sad  be- 
reavement;- also  for  their  beautiful 
floral  offering.  We  wish  to  thank  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  prompt  pasonent  of 
policy  held  by  our  dear  husband  and 
father,  John  P.  Farrell. 

May  both  and  all  lodges  of  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  live  and  prosper,  particularly 
No.  169.  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Mrs.  John  P.  Farrell  aitd  Family. 

249  Grant  street 


BunrALO,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  15,  1906. 
Editor  Switohmbn's  Journal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  sincere 
t^nks  to  the  members  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  209  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  for  the 
kindness  shown  us  in  our  sad  bereave- 
ment, the  loss  of  our  dear  brother, 
Patrick  McKeon,  who  died  May  5, 1908. 

We  also  thank  them  for  the  beauti- 
ful floral  offerhig.  May  God  bless  you 
and  protect  you  all  from  a  sudden 
death.  Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  Mary  Halloran  and  Hus- 
band. 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Chi- 
cago Lodge  No,  199: 
You    are    hereby    notified    that    on 
Sept.  13th,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  at  151  Bast 
Randolph   street,   lodge  will   vote  on 
assessing  each  member  of  Lodge  No. 
199  twenty-five  cents  fine  who  does  not 
attend   one  meeting   in   each   month. 
This  will  not  apply  to  members  who 
are  working  out  of  town,  so  all  attend 
this  meeting  and  register  your  vote  for 
or  against  assessing  members  who  do 
not  attend  one  meeting  in  each  month. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

J.  W.  Hemen. 


Cleveland,  O.,  Aug.  4,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen*s  Journal: 

I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  for  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  claim  for 
|1»200. 

Also  wish  to  extend  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  56 
for  the  kindness  and  sympathy  shown 
me  in  my  sad  bereavement,  the  sudden 
death  of  my  beloved  husband,  also  for 
the  beautiful  floral  ofTerings  received 
from  them  and  the  Ladies*  Auxiliary. 

Wishing  success  to  the  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.,  I  am,    .  Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  Emma  EIwen. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Aug.  1,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation 
to  the  sisters  of  Golden  Rod  Lodge  No. 
3,  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  S.  U.,  for  their 
kindness  and  sympathy  shown  to  us 
at  the  death  of  our  dear  brother,  Jas. 
Kerns,  also  for  their  beautiful  floral 
offering.      Yours  respectfully, 

Mrs.  Kate  Lynch  and  Sister, 
Mrs.  May  Malone  and  Family. 
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Omaha,  Neb.,  Aug.  7, 1908. 
Editor  Switohmsn's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  for  prompt  pay« 
ment  of  |1,200,  held  by  my  husband, 
Clinton  B.  Willey,  who  died  in  Kansas 
City  Hospital  after  a  brief  illness. 

I  also  thank  all  who  so  kindly  as- 
sisted me,  especially  Mrs.  G.  L.  Clark 
of  Kansas  City,  who  is  a  member  of 
Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  also 
state  organiser  for  same.  Blay  God's 
blessing  rest  on  each  and  all,  is  my 
prayer.         Respectfully, 

Mas.  M.  L.  WnxEY. 


St.  Josbph,  Mo.,  Aug.  5,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  to  you  for  the  prompt  pajrment 
of  the  claim  of  |600,  held  by  our  dear 
husband  and  father,  Michael  E.  Ken 
nedy,  and  we  also  wish  to  thank  Lodge 
No.  9,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  for 
their  kindness  to  us  and  the  beautiful 
floral  offering.      Sincerely  yours, 

Mas.  M.  Kennedy  and  Daughters. 


To  All  Organized  Labor. 

Greeting: 

We  desire  to  inform  you  that  the 
Battle  Creek  Breakfast  Food  Co,  Ltd., 
have  repudiated  their  agreement  with 
our  organization  for  the  use  of  the 
union  label,  consequently,  "Bgg-O^ee" 
and  "Egg-0-See  Corn  Flakes"  are  no 
longer  union-made  products. 
Yours  fraternally, 
International  Union  of  Flour  and 
Cereal  Mill  Employes, 

A.  B.  Kbllington.  Gen,  Be'cy. 


Wanted. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Herbert 
T.  Foster,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  181, 
Dallas,  Tex.  Lodge  No.  181  has  been 
carrying  the  brother,  but  he  has  failed 
to  correspond  with  his  lodge.  He  Is 
fulvised  to  write  the  treasurer  of  his 
lodge,  W.  G.  Jameson,  at  once. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  B.  F. 
Ro^rs,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  147. 
Please  correspond  with  William  Kel- 
ley,  820  East  Third  street,  Texarkana, 
Ark. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  J.  J. 
Riley,  an  ex-member  of  Lodge  No.  1. 
Information  will  be  thankfully  received 
by  his  wife,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Riley,  923  Kan- 
sas Avenue,  Kansas  City,  Kans. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Auburn 
Park  Lodge  No.  208,  Chicago,  IlL,  held 
Aug.  17, 1908,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  our  midst  our 
worthy  brother,  Frank  C.  Mullaney; 
and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Mul- 
laney  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  has  lost  a  good 
and  honest  member;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  208  extend  their 
heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  mother, 
brothers  and  sisters  in  their  sad  afflic- 
tion; and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  our  lodge,  a 
copy  sent  to  the  Journal  and  our  char- 
ter be  draped  in  mourning  for  a  period 
of  thirty  days. 

Jas.  Finlet, 
m.  r.  curley, 
John  J.  Barrett, 
Committee. 


East  Chicago,  Ind.,  Aug.  17,  '08. 
At  a  special    meeting    of    Calumet 
Lodge  No.  145,  the  following  resolu- 
tions "were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Our  Divine  Ruler,  in  His 
infinite  wisdom,  has  seen  fit  to  remove 
from  our  midst  Archie  T.  McGregor, 
the  beloved  son  of  our  esteemed  Bro. 
Martin  McGregor;  and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  from 
his  worldly  home  to  his  heavenly  abode 
has  caused  much  sorrow  to  his  be- 
reaved father,  mother,  sisters  and 
brothers,  and  his  many  friends;  there- 
fore be  it  ' 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  them 
our  heartfelt  sympathy,  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  our 
minutes,  a  copy  sent  to  the  Journal, 
and  a  copy  sent  to  his  parents. 

A.   A.   Green, 
D.  Sterling, 
F.  W.  Ernest, 

Committee. 
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The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Puget 
Sound  Lodge  No.  135,  held  Aug.  6, 
1908: 

Whkbeas,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father  in  His  Infinite  wisdom  to 
take  from  us  Bro.  M.  E.  White*  who 
died  on  July  27,  1908;  and 

Whebbas,  Bro.  White  was  an  honest, 
upright  and  honorable  brother;  and 

Whkbeas,  His  death  is  deeply 
mourned  by  every  brother  of  this 
lodge;  therefore  be  it 

Itesolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  be- 
reaved relatives  our  most  heartfelt 
sympathy  and  pray  with  them  that  our 
brother  is  resting  in  peace  eternal;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  a  period  of 
thirty  days  and  that  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  sent  to  his  relative,  one 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  lodge 
and  one  sent  to  the  Joubnal  for  pub- 
lication. W.  S.  Joyce, 

Geo.  H.  Hebbbbt, 

F.  C.   ElCHMAN,  ^ 

Committee. 


copy  q[>read   on   the  minutes  of  this 
meeting.       Chas.  H.  Sohotdcld, 
D.  O'Reillet, 

Committee. 


Hammond,  Ind.,  July  28,  1908. 

Whebeab,  The  Almighty  Ruler  of 
the  Universe  has  in  His  infinite  wis- 
dom taken  from  our  midst  one  of  our 
worthy  brothers,  Ernest  Bennett,  and 

Whebeab,  In  his  death  Martha 
Lodge  No.  67  has  lost  a  true  and 
valued  member  and  its  members  a 
staunch  friend.  And  while  we  cannot 
but  feel  our  loss  deeply  we  realize 
how  much  heavier  has  been  the  loss  to 
his  immediate  family,  whose  sorrow 
can  only  be  relieved  by  the  Supreme 
Ruler  who  has  given  and  who  has 
taken  away.    Be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
Martha  Lodge  No.  67  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
tender  to  his  family  our  most  heart- 
felt sympathy  in  this  their  hour  of 
affliction.    And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  mark  of  respect 
toward  our  late  brother,  whose  genial 
smile  will  no  more  cheer  us  in  our  fra- 
ternal circle,  or  whose  hearty  hand- 
shake will  no  more  be  felt  in  the  yard, 
our  charter  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
a  period  of  sixty  dasrs;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  his  sorrowing  family, 
a  copy  printed  in  our  Joubxtal,  and  a 


Hammond,  Ind.,  July  28,  1908. 

Whebbas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  send 
the  angel  of  Death  into  the  home  of 
our  brother,  W.  O.  McCullough,  and 
take  away  their  little  child,  the  pride 
and  joy  of  their  happy  home;   and 

Whebeab,  We  know  how  their  home 
has  been  saddened  by  this  affliction; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
Martha  Lodge  No.  67  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  do 
hereby  extend  to  our  sorrowing 
brother  and  family  our  most  heartfelt 
sympathy;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  sent  to  Bro.  McCullough,  a  copy 
printed  in  our  Joubnal,  and  a  copy 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 
Chab.  H.  Schofield, 
D.  O'Reiixey, 

Committee. 


Hammond,  Ind.,  July  28,  1908. 

Whebeab,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  send  the 
angel  of  Death  into  the  home  of  our 
brother,  Simon  Bloye,  and  take  away 
their  little  chikl,  the  pride  and  joy  of 
their  happy  home;   and 

Whebeab,  We  know  how  their  home 
has  been  saddened  by  this  affliction; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
Martha  Lodge  No.  67  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  do 
hereby  tender  our  sorrowing  brother 
and  family  our  most  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  Bro.  Bloye,  a  copy 
printed  in  our  Joubnal,  and  a  copy 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 
Chab.  H.  Schofield, 

D.   OllEILLEY, 

Committee. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  Lake  Erie 
Lodge  No.  57.  held  on  July  22.  1908, 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeab,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  on  July  21st  our  high- 
ly esteemed  brother,  George  Stroh- 
meyer,  who  died  at   his  home  from 
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that  dread  disease,  typhoid  fever.  In 
the  loss  of  Bro.  Strohmeyer,  the  lodge 
has  lost  a  good  and  worthy  member, 
and  his  family  a  kind  and  loving 
father  and  husband;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved relatives  and  friends  onr  heart- 
felt sympathy  in  this  their  hour  of 
sorrow  and  distress;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
dajrs,  and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  the  family,  also  that  they  be 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting, 
and  sent  to  the  Swttchmen's  Joubnal 
for  publication. 

M.  J.  Haklet, 

C.   SCHEFFLET, 

C.  J.  Kamantt, 

Committee. 


A  Deed  and  a  Word. 

A  little  stream  had  locit  its  way 

Amid  the  grass  and  fern, 
A  passing  stranger  scooped  a  well. 

Where  weary  men  might  turn. 
He  walled  it  in  and  hung  with  care 

A  ladle  at  the  brink; 
He  thou^t  not  of  the  deed  he  did. 

But  judged  tluut  all  might  drink. 
He  passed  again,  and.  lo,  the  well, 

By  summer  never  dried. 
Had    cooled    ten    thousand    parching 
tongues 

And  saved  a  life  beside. 

A  nameless  man  amid  a  crowd 

That  thronjged  the  dafily  mart 
liOt  fall  a  word  of  hope  and  love. 

Unstudied,  from  the  heart; 
A  whisper  on  the  tumult  thrown, 

A  transitory  breath. 
It  raised  a  brother  from  the  dust. 

It  saved  a  soul  from  death. 
O  germ,  O  fount,  O  word  of  love, 

O  thou^t  at  random  cast, 
Te  were  but  little  at  the  first. 

But  mighty  at  the  last! 

— Charles  Mackay. 


For  the  second  time  within  three  or 
four  years  an  attempt  is  being  made  in 
New  York  to  organize  the  stenograph- 
ers and  tjrpewriters  of  that  city. 


Plans  are  being  made  by  the  Struc- 
tural Building  Trades  Alliance  and  the 
Central  Labor  Union  of  Spokane, 
Wash.,  to  erect  a  labor  temple  in  that 
city  to  cost  175,000.  There  are  7,000 
union  men  in  Spokane. 


Remittance   Roll  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  August,  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  nnmbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
August,  per  section  7  of  the  constitu- 
tion: 

Aug.  Ist— Lodges  22,  32,  34,  113,  122, 
191,  203. 

Aug.  3d— Lodges  5,  13,  33,  41,  45,  52, 

76,  92,  97,  110,  152,  155,  166,  177.  179, 
188,  193,  194.    V 

Aug.  4th— Lodges  23,  29,  38,  56,  57, 
68,  74,  80,  96,  99.  108,  112,  116,  123,  142, 
144,  175,  176,  181,  201,  208,  229. 

Aug.  5th— Lodges  1,  3,  6,  10,  27.  30, 
36,  37,  39,  44,  50,  53,  65,  73,  78.  82,  84, 
89,  98,  107,  115,  120,  127,  133,  138,  141, 
146,  147,  149,  154,  169,  172,  189,  198, 
199,  204.  222. 

Aug.  6th— Lodges  7,  12,  24,  35,  40,  46, 
61.  69,  70,  90.  93,  95,  104,  105,  126,  128, 
129,  134,  173,  174,  183,  202,  218,  225, 
228. 

Aug.  7th— Lodges  8,  11,  20,  47,  54,  63, 

77.  81,  114,  200,  209. 

Aug.  8th— Lodges  4,  14,  48,  55,  71,  83, 
85.  87,  106,  117,  118,  119,  135,  151,  158, 
197,  214,  221,  224. 

Aug.  10th— Lodges  2,  9,  16.  17,  18, 
19.  21.  25,  26,  28,  31,  42,  43,  49,  51.  58, 
59,  60,  62,  64,  67,  72,  79,  88,  91,  94.  100, 
101,  102,  103,  109,  111,  124,  125,  137, 
160,  162,  180,  184,  190,  206,  210,  220, 
226.  230. 

Aug.  12th— Lodge  184  with  fine  of 
$1.40  for  being  late. 

Up  to  time  of  going  to  press,  Aug. 
20th,  reports  for  the  following  lodges 
have  not  yet  been  received:  Lodges  66, 
178.  182  and  216,  all  subject  to  a  fine 

Lodge  67  owes  for  a  fine  in  April  of 
$8.90,  which  it  has  not  yet  paid. 

Lodge  120  owes  a  fine  of  |1.20  for 
July  which  it  has  not  yet  paid. 

Lodge  143  is  defunct,  no  remittance 
having  been  received  since  June  re- 
port 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  reports  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  honor  roll  every  month. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  per  capita 
shall  be  imposed  on  all  lodges  whose 
reports  are  not  received  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month, 
and  hereafter  the  numbers  of  all  lodges 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month  will  also  be  given  in 
this  report 
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Statement  of  Claims  Paid  During  the  Month  of  August,  I908 


No. 


NAME 


Date 

of 

Notice 


Date 
Paid 


PAID  TO 


KE8IDENCE 


Amt 


9112' Stephen  J.  Sharp 
906  Baity  D.  Fuller 
997  S>vereCt  Bennett 
996  Pranoes  E.  Haggerty 
999  John  R.  Hayes 

1000  Jcynee  K  Qnane 

1001  1>an  F.  ClUbrd 

1002  Gkeo.  Strobmeler 


Death 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Die. 

Death 

Death 

Death 


7-1-08 
7-1MI6 

7-27-08 
7-18-08 
7-15-08 
7-16-08 
7-5^-08 


8-2648 
8-2(M)8 
8-2^08 
8-2848 
8^848 
8-2^4)8 
8^848 
8-2848 


Mrs.  C,  wife 
Mary,  wllb 
Roee,  wlfd 
Anna,  wife 
Self 

Anna  B.,  wife 
Catherine,  mother 
Emma,  wife 


Syraouee,  N.  Y. 
KanaaB  City,  Kas. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Savanna,  111. 
Chicago,  ni. 
Horneil,  N.  Y. 
Bnflhio.  N.  Y. 
Sandusky,  O. 


f  600 

1,200 
1,200 

600 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 

600 


Previously  reported 1944,292.00 

Paid  since  last  report 7,800.00 

Refhnd  Insurance 26.60 

Total 1962,118.60 

^Acknowledgment  of  Claims  Pafd  In  July 

Ruth  Oogley,  Monrovia,  Cal $600 

Emma  Ewen,  Cleveland,  0 1,200 

Sarah  L.  McGuire,  Buflhlo,  N.  Y 1,200 

Catherine  Oassldy,  New  York.  N.  Y 1,200 

Mrs-Florian,  BuflWo,  N.  Y 600 

Mrs.  Mamie  Kennedy,  St.  Joseph,  Mo 600 

Mrs.  Sarah  Murray,  Hartford,  Ct.... 1,200 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ripp,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Chas.  E.  Leggett,  St.  Paul,  Minn 1,200 

Mary  L.  Willey,  Omaha,  Neb 1,200 


'Mi^^aAc^- 


r,8oo 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 
GRAND    LODGC   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  1, 1008. 

BROTHERS:  _,__ 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  ot 
Financial  Secretary  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  every  month  (see  Section  218) . .  ^Gmnd  diMS 
are  fifty  cents  (60c)  per  month ;  members  holding  class  "  B  "  certillcate,  assess- 
ment 82.00;  class  *^ A"  certificate,  assessment  fl.OO:  class  "C"  certificate, 
assessment  50c  (see  section  88).  A  ikllure  on  your  part  to  comply  .there^rttii  Is 
a  forfeiture  of  membership  in  the  Union  without  ftirther  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assenment  Is  to 
pay  beneficiary  rlaims  and  for  no  other  purpojBe.  /n_«^T.,wi— 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Grand  dues  and  assessments  collected  firom  members,  as  above  provldea,  not 
later  than  the  third  (8d)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182). 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  A  P., 

M.R.  WELCH, 

Grand  Secretary  and  Treamrer. 
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KEYSTONE  SPECIAL 
RAILROAD  SUITS 

Have  maintained  the  highest 
standard  for  over  twenty-seven 
years.  Thousands  of  Engineers 
and  Firemen  recognize  the  Key- 
stone as  the  best.  They  are  cut 
full,  at  the  same  time  fit  like  a 
custom  suit. 

Note  on  cut  the  original  Key- 
stone watch  and  pencil  pocket, 
with  two  good-sized  side  hang- 
ing pockets,  also  two  large 
hip  pockets,  Keystone  elastic 
detachable  suspenders,  but  above 
all  a  perfect-fitting  apron  made 
from  the  most  reliable  materials 
obtainable,  in  one  of  the  first 
and  largest  Union  Factories. 

Over  twenty-seven  years  in 
business,  employing  hundreds  of  hands,  and  never  had 
a  strike. 

If  your  dealer  cannot  supply  you,  write  us  direct. 
We  do  not  offer  a  prize  with  a  sample  suit,  but  place 
full  value  in  the  garment. 

SATISFACnON  GUARANTEED 

CLEVELAND&IHlTEHiLLGO.,NeffbliraNI 

When  addresHng  our  advertisers  mention  this  Journal, 
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CHESTER  SUSPEaS  WACKER. 


By  Clabence  S.  Dabbow. 


Now,  I  am  going  to  talk  tonight 
upon  the  question  of  'The  Open  Shop," 
or  "The  Closed  Shop."  This  has  grown 
to  be  quite  a  popular  subject  Every- 
body is  talking  about  it.  Newspapers 
are  writing  long  editorials  about  it, 
and  the  more  of  them  you  read  the 
less  you  know. 

Preachers  are  preaching  about  it 
Of  course  they  don't  do  much  harm, 
for  you  don't  hear  them.  ESverybody 
is  talking  about  it.  Not  very  many 
people  are  thinking  about  it,  but  that 
isn't  necessary.  It's  a  great  deal 
easier  to  talk  about  a  question  than 
It  is  to  think  about  a  question.  And 
I  Judge,  than  it  is  to  do  either  one. 
People  always  begrin  talking  about  it 
and  writing  about  it  before  they  be- 
gin thinking  about  it 

In  order  to  understand  the  ques- 
tion of  the  open  shop  and  the  closed 
shop  it's  best  to  understand  Just  what 
it  means.  And  it's  seldom  stated  cor- 
rectly. The  trades  unionists  believe 
in  the  closed  shop,  but  they  get  scared 
and  run  away  the  minute  anybody 
states  it  truthfully  and  honestly. 
They're  afraid  to  defend  their  own 
doctrine.    And  so  the  enemy  runs  oft 


with  all   the   editorials  and  most  of 
the  language. 

What  is  the  Closed  Shop? 

What  is  the  closed  shop?  And 
what  does  it  mean  in  business?  If 
the  trade  unions  were  strong  enough 
and  should  insist  on  the  policy  of  the 
closed  shop  it  would  mean  that  no 
man  who  worked  for  wages  could  find 
a  Job  unless  he  belonged  to  a  union 
That's  what  it  would  mean.  And 
almost  everybody  who  works  has  to 
work  for  wages. 

In  this  day  and  generation,  so  Ion? 
after  Christianity  has  come  upon  the 
earth,  the  great  mass  of  men  have 
nothing  whatever  to  live  upon  and 
nothing  to  sell  excepting  their  labor — 
that  is,  their  lives.  The  land,  the 
mines,  the  ore,  the  forests,  all  these 
things  which  it  took  the  Lord,  or  na- 
ture— whichever  you  may  see  fit  to 
call  it — which  it  took  infinite  ages  to 
prepare  for  the  use  of  man,  all  these 
have  been  spoken  for  and  fenced  off, 
and  we  find  that  the  Lord  through 
all  these  past  ages  was  not  preparing 
the  coal  or  iron  or  the  forest  for  the 
benefit  of  man,  but  for  Mr.  Rockefeller 


Digitized  by 


Google 


776 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


and  Mr.  Morgan  and  a  few  other  of  the 
good  citizens  who  are  so  patriotic  and 
so  much  loved. 

Today  the  vast  majority  of  men  who 
labor  are  compelled  to  work  for  some- 
one else.  Perhaps  this  should  not  in- 
clude the  farmers,  but  outside  the 
farmer  the  great  majority  are  wage- 
earners.  The  workingmen  in  the  fac 
tories,  on  the  railroads  and  in  the 
mines,  in  the  great  industrial  centres 
— all  these  must  work  for  wages. 
They  haven't  even  the  tools  to  work 
with.  The  employer  furnishes  every- 
thing. They  furnish  the  muscle  and 
the  lives  and  they  go  to  work. 

The  Question  Plainly  Staihed. 

In  discussing  the  question  of  the 
closed  shop  or  the  open  shop  we  are 
not  discussing  an  ideal  state  of  so- 
ciety, but  we  must  discuss  the  ques- 
tion as  applied  to  the  industrial  con- 
ditions of  the  present  time.  In  no 
other  way  can  you  determine  it.  The 
trade  unionist  says  that  every  man 
must  belong  to  the  union.  If  he  were 
strong  enough  he  would  forbid  any 
employer  hiring  a  man  who  was  not  a 
member  of  his  union;  and  if  a  man, 
from  conscientious  reasons  or  from 
any  other  reasoQ,  refused  to  join  the 
union  it  would  be  up  to  him  to  tramp 
or  beg  or  starve.  There  would  be  no 
work  for  him  to  do  unless  he  could 
employ  himself,  which  the  most  of 
them  cannot.  If  an  indvidual  refused 
to  take  his  independence  and  his  man- 
hood and  place  it  in  the  keeping  of 
the  organization,  then  he  could  not 
work.  That  is  the  full  meaning  of  the 
closed  shop. 

If  we  were  to  say  that  a  man  should 
not  be  employed  who  did  not  belong  to 
a  church,  that  a  man  who  was  not  a 
Catholic.  Methodist  or  Jew  or  an  ag- 
nostic should  have  no  work,  we  would 
at  once  reach  the  point  of  revolution— 
if  we  haven't  long  since  passed  that 
point  in  America  and  if  we're  not  will- 
ing to  stand  almost  anything,  as  I 
think  we  are.  But  the  workingman . 
who  belongs  to  the  union  says  unless 
the  individual  worker  is  a  member  of 
this  union  he  can't  have  any  employ- 
ment.   We  won't  associate  with  him. 

**A  Dangerous  Power." 

It  must  be  plain  to  any  person  who 
has  an  appreciation  or  a  little  in- 
stinct for  freedom  and  individual  lib- 
erty, that  this  is  a  harsh  and  arbitrary 


and  in  many  ways  a  dangerous  power. 
If  it  is  to  be  the  rule  of  life,  then  it'^ 
up  to  the  trade  unionist  to  give  some 
very  good  reason  why  a  man  who  re- 
fused to  join  a  union  was  not  to  work. 
And  unless  he  can  give  some  good  rea- 
sons, then  we  can't  get  the  great  mass 
of  men  to  believe  in  him  and  sustaiu 
him.  They  would  sooner  stand  by  the 
employer,  who  says  with  great  unction 
that  he  stands  for  the  individual  right 
of  every  human  being  to  work  or  nof 
to  work  as  he  sees  fit,  to  join  any 
union  or  not  join  any  union  as  he  sees 
fit  He's  the  man  who's  fighting  for 
individual  liberty. 

To  understand  this  question  we 
must  first  understand  the  relations  of 
capital  and  labor.  The  newspapers 
tell  us  that  capital  and  labor  are  not 
enemies  but  are  friends.  The  clergy- 
men tell  us  that  it's  a  mistake  to  stir 
up  enmity  and  class  feeling  in  the 
world;  capital  and  labor  are  not  ene- 
mies, but  capital  and  labor  are  friends. 
The  politician,  whom  the  laboring  men 
invite  to  speak  to  them  on  Labor  Day 
and  who  runs  for  an  office  in  the  fall, 
and  sends  them  to  jail  without  trial 
by  jury  after  he  is  elected — ^the  poli- 
tician says  capital  and  labor  are  noi 
enemies  but  capital  and  labor  are 
friends. 

If  capital  and  labor  are  friends, 
then  there's  nothing  more  to  do  about 
the  whole  subject.  There  isn't  any 
question  to  talk  about,  and  there's  cei- 
tainly  no  need  for  a  labor  organiza- 
tion to  protect  the  rights  of  labor  and 
there's  certainly  no  need  of  the  Citi- 
zens' Association  to  maintain  the  sa- 
cred rights  of  the  non-union  man. 

"Capital  and  Labor  Not  Friends." 

"First,  we've  got  to  determine 
whether  capital  and  labor  are  frienda 
If  they  are,  that's  all  there  is  of  it 
But  the  demagogue  who  makes 
speeches  to  get  votes  and  never  gets 
them — he  appeals  to  the  class  feeling 
of  the  workingman  and  says  capital 
and  labor  are  not  friends  but  are  ene- 
mies; their  interests  in  the  production 
of  commodities  are  hostile;  they  are 
not  partners,  but  each  is  seeking  to 
get  what  he  can,  or  gouge  what  he 
can,  from  the  other.  They're  not 
friends,  they're  enemies. 

The  whole  subject  to  my  mind  de- 
pends upon  this  question:  Are  they 
friends  or  are  they  enemies?  The  em- 
ployer of  labor  buys  his  raw  materia! 
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and  he  sells  his  finished  product.  The 
difference  between  the  price  of  his  fin- 
ished product  and  the  price  of  his  raw 
material  is  the  amount  he  puts  into 
his  own  pocket;  and  the  less  he  pays 
for  what  he  buys  and  the  more  he  gets 
for  what  he  sells,  of  course,  the  more 
there  is  for  him. 

It's  a  perfectly  simple  proposition. 
The  manufacturer  buys  coal.  He  buys 
iron.  He  buys  labor.  It's  plain  that 
the  cheaper  he  buys  his  coal  the  more 
he  is  able  to  save  for  himself;  the 
cheaper  he  buys  his  iron  the  more  he 
can  keep  and  put  in  his  own  pocket; 
and  it's  just  as  plain  that  the  cheaper 
he  buys  his  labor  the  more  money  he 
can  keep  for  himself. 

His  raw  material,  his  coal,  iron, 
wool,  hides,  labor — he  takes  these,  or 
as  much  of  them  as  he  uses,  and  he 
combines  them  to  make  the  finished 
product,  and  his  business  is  to  buy 
the  raw  material  the  cheapest  he  can 
and  dispose  of  his  finished  product  at 
the  highest  price  he  can  get. 

Buying  Labob. 

The  employer  needs  labor.  He 
must  have  this  before  he  can  make 
his  finished  product.  He  turns  to  the 
labor  market  of  the  world  to  buy  his 
labor  the  same  as  he  buys  his  coal — 
in  the  cheapest  market  and  for  the 
lowest  price  at  which  he  can  con- 
tract. This  is  the  raw  material  which 
he  uses,  and  it's  his  business  as  a 
business  man  to  get  that  raw  material 
the  cheapest  he  possibly  can.  The 
manufacturer  as  an  individual  manu- 
facturer can  make  a  better  bargain  for 
coal  if  there  are  ten  thousand  coal 
companies  scattered  all  over  the  United 
States  competing  with  each  other.  He 
can  do  better  than  if  they  had  organ- 
ized all  the  coal  into  the  hands  of  one 
company  who  would  be  able  to  limit 
the  supply  and  thus  to  fix  the  price. 

Likewise  the  employer  can  make  a 
better  bargain  of  the  labor  market, 
the  tens  of  thousands  of  men  and 
women  and  little  children  that  furnish 
the  labor  of  the  world,  if  they  are 
standing  individually  and  unprotected 
and  alone  and  each  dumping  their 
mite  of  labor  Into  the  general  market, 
each  making  his  contract  for  himself, 
each  competing  with  his  or  her  brother 
or  sisters,  each  seeking  to  sell  his 
labor  the  cheapest  he  can  sell  it.  If 
they  remain  unorganized  and  the  unit 


is  alone,  then,  of  course,  the  employer 
can  buy  labor  cheaper  than  if  he  has 
to  contract  with  the  organization  by 
itself.  If  he  goes  into  a  market  to 
buy  labor  where  there  is  a  monopoly 
of  all  the  labor  that  he  wishes  to  buy, 
he  must  pay  a  better  price. 

The  Cbucial  Point. 

The  employer,  then,  is  interested 
by  the  laws  of  trade  in  getting  the 
most  labor  he  can  get  at  the  smallest 
possible  price.  The  worklngman,  on 
the  other  hand.  Is  hiterested  in  sell- 
ing the  smallest  amount  of  labor  he 
can  sell  at  the  greatest  price  that  he 
can  get,  and  there  isn't  any  danger 
that  he  can  get  too  much. 

In  the  business  of  production  the 
interest  of  capital  and  the  Interest  of 
labor  are  hostile.  They  are  enemies 
and  not  friends.  So  long  as  the  com- 
petitive system  of  industry  exists,  cap- 
ital and  labor  will  be  enemies  and 
never  can  be  friends.  They  can  only 
be  friends  when  every  workman  is  a 
capitalist  and  every  capitalist  is  a 
workman. 

To  discuss  the  question  of  trades 
unionism  or  the  open  shop  or  the 
closed  shop,  we  can't  discuss  it  as  if 
the  brotherhood  of  man  had  come. 
We  can't  discuss  it  according  to  any 
ideal  condition,  but  we  must  discuss 
it  according  to  the  industrial  condi- 
tions that  prevail  today.  In  a  state 
of  society  where  every  man's  hand  is 
turned  against  his  neighbor,  where  the 
employer  buys  as  cheap  as  he  can  buy 
and  the  workman  sells  as  dear  as  he 
can  sell,  is  it  best  for  the  workman  to 
organi7e.  and  he  is  justified  in  giving 
up  a  portion  of  his  liberty  into  the 
hands  of  his  organization  by  means  of 
a  closed  shop?    That's  the  Question. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  fight  be- 
tween capital  and  labor  is  in  no  sense 
an  equal  one.  Capital  has  all  the  ad- 
vantage. Capital  is  thoroughly  organ- 
ized. Nobody  contends  that  it  should 
not  be:  and  if  they  did  contend  that 
it  shouldn't,  it  would  make  no  differ- 
ence. The  organizations  of  capital  are 
stronger  than  all  the  anti-trust  laws 
ever  made.  Even  the  strenuous  Presi- 
dent, with  his  big  club  and  four  years 
of  barnstorming,  has  never  been  able 
to  collect  one  dollar  of  fine  or  put  one 
man  in  jail.  And  if  the  strenuous 
occupant  of  the  White  House  should  do 
it,   if  he  were  able  to  destroy  every 
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trust  ki  the  United  States,  he'd  only 
work  mischief  by  his  efforts. 

The  world  would  have  to  go  back, 
and  slowly  and  patiently  build  up  the 
trusts  again.  They  would  be  com- 
I)elled  to  do  it  because  there's  econ- 
omy in  large  things,  and  large  things 
are  the  order  of  the  present,  and  if 
present  industrial  conditions  continue 
they  will  still  more  be  the  order  of 
the  future;  and  anyone  who  seeks 
to  interfere  with  it  is  like  the  old 
woman  who  would  go  out  with  her 
broom  and  seek  to  sweep  back  the 
rising  tide. 

The  Lesson  of  Organization. 

In  almost  every  important  line  of 
industry  the  employing  class  is  organ- 
ized. There  used  to  be  a  time  when 
they  fought.  After  a  while  they  made 
up  their  minds  that  they'd  better  not 
cut  each  other's  throats;  they'd  bet- 
ter cut  somebody's  else  throat.  They 
took  almost  all  the  coal  there  is  in 
the  earth,  so  that  a  few  men,  or  rather 
a  few  railroad  companies  practically 
under  the  control  of  two  or  three  men, 
can  fix  the  amount  that  is  to  be 
dug  up  and  the  price  that  you  and  1 
are  to  pay  for  it.  They  have  the  oil. 
They  have  the  timber.  They  have  the 
railroads.  They  have  the  production 
of  meat.  They  have  the  production 
of  iron  and  steel.  And  in  all  the  great 
lines  of  industry  they  have  carried  on 
these  organizations  and  are  carrying 
them  on  still  further  until  competi- 
tion is  gone. 

There's  no  question  about  the  power 
and  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  em- 
ployer to  organize.  He's  done  it.  No- 
body disputes  the  right  of  anyone  to 
organize,  excepting  the  workingman. 
It's  plain  that  in  this  organization  of 
capital,  capital  has  a  great  advantage 
over  the  workingman.  The  laborer 
goes  to  the  employer  for  work  and 
for  wages.  He  meets  the  employer 
with  his  millions  of  dollars,  with  his 
great  wealth  and  his  great  power,  and 
if  he  goes  alone  he  goes  helpless. 

The  Wobkers'  Position. 

Suppose  a  man  is  a  telegraph  oper- 
ator working  for  the  Western  Union. 
He  has  learned  his  trade.  He  knows 
nothing  else.  He  can't  work  any- 
where else  unless  it's  the  Postal  Tele- 
graph, and  they're  probably  the  same 
concern.       If     the     Western     Union 


doesn't  like  him,  if  they  want  to  re- 
duce his  wages,  they  can  tell  him  ab- 
solutely what  he  may  have  and  what 
he  must  do,  and  if  he  doesn't  aocept 
their  terms  they  can  put  him  out  of 
business.  It's  up  to  him  to  tramp  or 
starve  or  learn  another  trade,  if  he 
can  learn  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  the 
telegraph  operator  is  not  satined  with 
his  wages.  He  goes  to  his  employer, 
xxe  ?oes  to  hunt  up  the  president  of 
the  Western  Union.  The  Lord  knows 
where  he  would  find  him.  He  might 
find  him  in  Atlantic  City  or  Lake 
George  or  Paris  or  anywhere.  He 
wouldn't  find  him;  he  would  find  the 
general  superintendent.  If  he  found 
a  small  boss  he  could  go  to  him  and 
say  his  wages  were  not  high  enough, 
and  the  boss  would  say,  "Well,'  then, 
why  don't  you  quit?"  That's  all  there 
would  be  to  it.  And  if  he  turned  to 
his  employer  and  said,  "If  you  don't 
increase  my  wages  25  per  cent.  I'll 
stop."  he  would  say,  "What  of  it?" 

You  have  a  contest  with  an  organ- 
ization which  is  able  practically  to 
starve  an  employe,  and  the  working- 
man  is  able  to  inflict  no  injury  what- 
ever upon  his  employer.  But  if  the 
<H>erators  can  manage  to  get  together 
all  the  men  engaged  in  the  business 
of  sending  messages  over  the  wire  into 
one  union,  and  if  they  can  send  their 
representatives  to  the  president  of  the 
Western  Union  he  will  meet  them«  and 
if  they  are  able  to  say  to  the  Western 
Union.  "Unless  you  accept  our  terms 
we  will  put  you  out  of  business";  if 
they  can  go  to  the  company  with  the 
same  power  to  destroy  its  business 
that  the  company  has  to  destroy  the 
livelihood  of  the  individual,  then 
there's  a  chance  to  make  terms  and  a 
chance  to  make  a  bargain. 

And  there  isn't  any  other  chance 
and  there  can't  be  any  other  chance 
and  there  hasn't  been  any  other 
chance  since  these  great  industrial 
organizations  were  created,  since  men 
invented  all  these  cunning  tools  and 
machines  to  do  the  work  of  men  and 
to  compete  with  men. 

Many  people  look  with  the  greatest 
alarm  and  misgiving  upon  these  or- 
ganizations of  labor.  They  say  their 
rules  are  unjust,  are  tyrannical.  Why 
they  even  limit  the  amount  of  work 
that  a  man  shall  do!  Now«  of  course, 
the  labor  organizations  deny  this,  but 
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when  they  deny  it  they  lie  about  it. 
If  a  labor  organization  is  not  made  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  the  amount  of 
work  that  a  man  shall  do,  what  is  it 
made  for? 

I  had  supposed  that  that  was  the 
only  real  sensible  purpose  that  any 
machine  or  any  organization  could 
ever  serve.  What  we  are  after  is  to 
limit  work  and  increase  pay,  not  to 
increase  work  and  limit  pay. 

They  find  fault,  too.  with  the  an- 
prentice  system.  Labor  unions  have 
prevented  boys  from  learning  trades. 

Some  CRmcisMs. 

For  what?  Why,  they  say  they 
are  limiting  the  number  of  appren- 
tices so  they  can  control  the  labor 
market.  The  trades  unionist  says: 
No;  we  are  limiting  the  number  of 
apprentices  engaged  in  building  brick 
houses  so  that  they  may  learn  their 
trades  thoroughly,  so  the  houses  won't 
tumble  down. 

And  here  they  lie  again.  That 
isn't  true.  They  limit  the  number  of 
apprentices  so  that  it  may  be  easier 
to  control  the  labor  market.  No  doubt 
about  it.  And  it's  all  wron?.  Not  a 
great,  broad  universal  theory.  That 
isn't  the  question.  The  question  is 
whether  it's  wrong  as  applied  to  the 
industrial  life  of  today. 

The  Lawyers'  Uniox. 

Now,  nobody  finds  any  fault  with 
any  people  excepting  workingmen  for 
making  these  organizations  and  these 
rules.  Why,  I  belong  to  a — I  don't 
know  what  I  would  call  mine  whether 
I  would  call  it  a  profession  or  what 
not.  I  practice  law — some.  We  have 
a  union.  Only,  we've  got  you  work- 
inermen  skinned  to  death  with  our 
union. 

Let  me  show  you  the  difference. 
You  people  have  a  set  of  rules  that 
unless  a  man  has  worked  so  long  as 
a  stone  mason  or  a  plumber  he  can't 
work.  Suppose  he  does — what  of  it? 
Why,  you  discipline  him.  Now,  we 
beat  that.  We  provide  that  unless  a 
man  has  worked  so  long  at  the  trade 
of  being  a  lawyer  he  can't  work,  and 
if  he  does  go  to  work  the  State  will 
shut  him  up,  put  him  in  Jail,  punish 
him  for  it.  We  have  enforced  our 
trade  union  by  the  statutes  of  every 
State  in  the  Union.    We  make  the  po- 


liceman do  this  work  for  us,  instead 
of  having  to  hire  our  own  lawyer. 

Society  must  support  a  man  six  or 
seven  years  before  he  can  practice 
our  profession  at  all.  And  yet  I  can 
hire  a  thousand  lawyers  in  New  York 
tomorrow,  if  I  have  money  enough, 
who  will  go  into  court  and  into  the 
newspapers  and  into  the  chambers  of 
judges  and  ask  for  orders,  and  repre- 
sent to  courts  and  represent  to  the 
public  that  it's  a  criminal  conspiracy 
and  against  the  public  welfare  for  a 
stone  mason  or  a  bricklayer  to  require 
two  or  three  years'  apprenticeship  be- 
fore he  can  build  a  house.  They'll 
all  do  it  if  you've  got  the  price. 

And  every  one  of  those  fellows 
bas  had  laws  passed  protecting  their 
trade  unions  and  preventing  the  bright 
boys  whose  fathers  aren't  rich  from 
ever  coming  up  and  competing  with 
them.  It  takes  a  rich  man's  son  now- 
adays to  ever  get  a  look-in  as  a  lawyer. 
There  are  exceptions  to  all  rules,  and 
once  in  a  while  a  i)oor  man's  son 
breaks  in,  and  once  in  a  while  a  rich 
man's  son  doesn't  amount  to  much 
after  he  gets  in.  But  the  rule  is  the 
same. 

Dispensers  of  Misinformation. 

Doctors  have  their  trades  union. 
Why,  you  can't  get  in  there  unless 
you  have  spent  four  years  dissecting 
the  dead  and  vivisecting  the  living. 
You  can't  do  it.  A  doctor  must  spend 
four  years  at  least  before  he  can  get 
a  license  to  kill  a  man.  And  even  a 
preacher — you  can't  break  into  that 
union.  You  can't  break  in  there,  I 
wouldn't  say  without  a  lot  of  study, 
but  without  spending  a  lot  of  time. 
The  Lord  knows'  a  preacher  isn't  a 
workingman. 

The  only  thing  that  they  object  to 
in  the  way  of  organization  is  the  or- 
ganization of  workingmen,  and  the 
only  limitation  of  apprenticeship  that 
they  think  is  bad,  is  the  limitation  of 
apprenticeship  with  workingmen.  Well, 
that's  all  right.  A  man  who  works 
oughtn't  to  do  anything  else  or  think 
anything  else.  But  this  idea  has  be- 
come so  strong  with  the  people — no- 
body ever  thinks  of  questioning  the 
right  of  the  lawyer,  doctor,  preacher 
or  capitalist;  nobody  thinks  of  ques- 
tioning their  rights,  but  when  it  comes 
to  the  organization  of  the  workingman 
and  fixing  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
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his  organization,  then  it's  a  criminal 
conspiracy.  The  fact  is  that  the  men 
who  control  the  wealth,  the  men  who 
have  the  influence,  the  men  who  have 
the  power  have  so  poisoned  the  source 
of  information,  have  so  poisoned  the 
minds  of  the  people  that  they've  no 
intelligent  conception  of  what  trades 
unionism  means,  and  no  regard  what- 
ever for  the  rights  of  labor. 

The  Parks  Case. 

Ton  had  an  illustration  of  it  here 
in  New  York  a  few  years  ago,  and  1 
am  not  going  to  pass  any  eulogy  upon 
anyone  who  individually,  perhaps,  as 
the  world  goes,  deserved  what  he  got. 
Workingmen  are  not  all  good.  Walk- 
ing delegate  are  not  all  good.  Busi- 
ness agents  are  often  crooked  and  cor- 
rupt. But  they  will  average  with  the 
rest.  You  had  a  man  down  here  named 
Parks.  Parks  was  a  business  agent. 
I  assume  that  he  was  corrupt  and  took 
money  and  in  a  way  was  bad.  I  don't 
know  what  the  evidence  is,  but  I  will 
assume  it  because  the  Jury  found  it 
and  Juries  do  sometimes  decide  caset* 
right.  But  the  fact  remains  that  Sam 
Parks  was  hounded  to  death,  not  be- 
cause he  was  corrupt,  but  because  he 
was  a  member  of  a  trade  union  and  a 
business  agent.  Let  me  tell  you  why 
I  say  it. 

Was  he  the  only  grafter  that  ever 
lived  in  the  city  of  New  York? 

Did  you  ever  have  a  district  attor- 
ney that  would  prosecute  any  other 
gra^fter? 

Would  they  pay  any  attention  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  grafters  of  the  life 
insurance  companies?  Or  the  others 
who  have  got  their  millions  from  the 
people  and  go  unwhipped  of  Justice? 

And  yet  every  newspaper  in  Amer 
ica  turned  loose  its  vials  of  wrath  on 
Sam  Parks  and  left  all  the  other  graf- 
ters, large  and  small,  entirely  im- 
mune. 

I  repeat  they  didn't  punish  him  be- 
cause he  was  crooked;  they  punished 
him  because  they  believed  that 
through  him  they  could  lay  their 
hands  upon  a  great  movement  for  the 
benefit  of  the  common  people.  I  have 
no  regrets  for  it,  excepting  I  don't  like 
the  hypocrisy,  and  that's  what  it 
amounted  to. 

And  it's  for  this  reason  that  work- 
ingmen have  been  willing  to  turn  over 
their  independence  to  their  organiza- 
tions—not that  they  believed  in  them. 


not  that  they  wanted  them;  why,  if 
men  had  any  other  chance  to  make  a 
living  they  wouldn't  wish  to  stand  the 
burden  of  a  labor  organization. 

Strikes  Not  Holidays. 

To  hear  the  newspapers  talk  of  it, 
one  would  think  that  a  labor  organi- 
zation was  an  organization  to  produce 
holidays  for  workingmen  and  that  a 
strike  was  nothing  but  a  great  holiday, 
but  for  a  workingman,  with  his  wife 
and  his  children  dependent  upon  him. 
to  turn  his  independence  over  into  the 
keeping  of  his  union,  to  say  to  it  that 
whenever  they  gave  the  word  he  would 
lay  down  his  tools  and  go  out  and 
tramp  and  take  the  chance  of  starva- 
tion, is  a  serious  business. 

There  are  few  of  these  workingmen 
who  stand  alone.  There  are  few  of 
them  who  not  only  risk  their  own 
lives,  but  the  lives  of  their  wives  and 
the  lives  of  their  children.  Most  work- 
ingmen have  large  families,  you  know 
If  they  didn't  have  large  families  the 
rich  couldn't  get  their  work  done  in 
the  next  generation.  They  undertake 
it  purely  and  simply  because  the  or- 
ganization is  necessary  for  the  insur 
ance  of  their  jobs,  for  the  Insurance  of 
their  positions;  it's  necessary  to  pro- 
tect their  independence  and  to  take 
care  of  the  future. 

I  have  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  for 
the  employer  who  doesn't  believe  in 
trades  unionism  and  says  so,  but  the 
employer  who  says  he  believes  in 
unionism,  but  still  objects  to  the  closea 
shop — either  he  doesn't  know  what  he 
is  talking  about,  or  he  is  seeking  to 
obtain  sympathy  through  false  pre- 
tense. Trades  unionism  has  g^rown  so 
strong  in  these  latter  years  that  every- 
body believes  in  it.  All  the  employers 
of  labor  believe  in  it.  The  Citizens' 
Association  believes  in  it,  but  they  ob- 
ject to  everything  that  the  unions  do. 
They  are  willing  to  have  them  meet 
and  pass  resolutions  every  week  if 
they  will.  They  are  willing  to  encour- 
age them  in  almost  any  way  which 
doesn't  mean  anything.  They  have 
nothing  against  the  union,  but  when- 
ever the  unions  seek  to  accomplish 
something,  then  they  are  guilty  of 
criminal  conspiracy. 

A  QiESTiox  OF  Policy. 

A  trades  union  cannot  be  main- 
tained if  the  employers  are  to  fix  the 
rules  and  conditions  of  the  union.    K 
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the  employers  were  permitted  to  fix 
them,  of  course,  they  wouldn't  object 
to  the  union.  Most  of  these  rules  are 
not  only  good  as  a  matter  of  logric,  but 
experience  has  shown  them  necessary. 
Men  don't  insist  upon  a  closed  shop 
because  they  want  to  starve  a  man 
who  is  a  non-union  man.  They  insist 
upon  it  simply  for  the  protection  of 
the  organization  to  which  they  belong. 
They  have  learned  that  there  is  no 
other  way  to  protect  the  union  ex- 
cepting to  Insist  that  everyone  who  is 
a  member  of  the  union  must  work 
with  others  who  are  members  of  the 
union. 

As  to  the  legal  right  of  the  closed 
shop,  there  can  be  no  question.  The 
employer  builds  his  factory.  He  has 
a  right  to  open  or  close  it  as  he  sees 
fit  He  has  a  right  to  refuse  to  em- 
ploy any  union  men  if  he  desires.  He 
has  the  right  to  refuse  employment 
to  a  -man  simply  because  he  has  got 
red  hair,  or  because  he  has  got  black 
hair,  or  for  any  other  reason  he  seerf 
fit  to  give. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  working- 
man  has  the  same  right.  He  may  re- 
fuse to  work  for  an  employer  because 
he  doesn't  like  his  name,  or  because 
he  doesn't  like  his  voice,  or  on  ac- 
count of  his  religion.  E2ach  one  is 
perfectly  free,  the  first  to  open  his 
shop  or  keep  it  closed  if  he  wants 
to  set  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
men  he  will  hire,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  men  have  an  equal  right  to 
fix  all  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  alone  they  will  consent  to 
work.  The  men  have  only  one  way  to 
enforce  the  closed  shop  and  that  is  to 
refuse  to  work  beside  any  man  or  with 
any  man  who  is  not  a  member  of  the 
union. 

The  courts  have  over  and  over  held 
that  the  employer  has  a  right  to  re- 
fuse' to  hire  any  member  of  the  union. 
They  likewise  have  held  that  the 
workingmen  have  the  right  to  refuse 
to  work  in  any  shop  which  employs 
non-union  men.  It  isn't  a  question  of 
legal  right,  it's  a  question  of  policy, 
nothing  else,  whether  it's  best  for  the 
workingmen  to  insist  on  this  or  not. 

Why  Employers  Hate  Union's. 

Instinctively  the  employer  hates  the 
union.  He  hates  the  union  because 
the  union  interferes  with  his  business. 
The   union   stands   for  shorter  hours. 


It  stands  for  higher  prices.  It  stands 
for  less  work;  less  work  and  more 
wages.  It  makes  much  of  the  union, 
and  moro  of  the  interest  of  the  men 
than  of  the  employer.  On  the  'other 
hand,  he  loves  the  non-union  mem. 
The  non-union  man  will  accept  any 
hours,  any  wages,  any  conditions  of 
employment.  He  is  the  friend  and  the 
ally  of  the  employer,  and  he  is  the 
enemy  of  the  union  man  in  his  own 
camp. 

The  hand  of  the  employer  is  always 
against  the  union.  In  every  factory 
there  are  hard  jobs  and  there  are  easy 
jobs.  If  a  factory  has  union  and  non- 
union men  working  together,  the  union 
man  has  the  hard  job,  he  has  the  dan- 
gerous places,  he  has  the  long  hours. 
If  anyone  is  to  be  discharged  the  union 
man  is  the  first  to  be  discharged.  The 
non-union  man  has  the  high  pay,  the 
short  hours,  the  safe  lob,  and  best  con- 
dition. He  is  the  pet  of  the  employer, 
and  everything  is  made  to  serve  him. 
An  open  shop  means  only  an  open  back 
door  to  turn  out  the  union  man  while 
the  non-union  man  comes  in  at  the 
front  door. 

They  tell  you  that  every  man  has 
an  inalienable  right  to  work  or  not 
work  as  he  sees  fit;  that  he  has  a  con- 
stitutional right  to  labor  or  not  labor 
as  he  sees  fit.  He  has  no  inalienable 
right  to  work.  He  has  no  constitu- 
tional right  to  work  or  not  work.  The 
constitution  is  entirely  silent  upon  this 
question.  If  he  has  got  any  constitu- 
tional right  to  work  he  should  have  a 
constitutional  right  to  get  a  job,  and 
there  is  no  such  right. 

He's  got  the  right  to  work  if  be 
can  get  someone  to  hire  him.  He's 
got  the  right  to  work  if  he  can  find 
some  people  to  work  for.  He  lias  got 
a  constitutional  right  to  ask  for  a  job, 
but  he  hasn't  any  to  get  a  job,  or  to 
get  a  place  to  work  or  not  work  as  he 
sees  fit. 

It's  a  question  of  policy,  nothing 
else,  and  through  years  of  difficulty 
and  experience  the  trades  unionist 
has  learned  that  if  the  employer  te 
left  free  to  choose  the  union  or  the 
non-union  man  as  he  sees  fit  he  in- 
variably chooses  the  non-union  man 
and  the  union  is  destroyed. 

Trades  Unions  Not  Ideal. 

Now,  nobody  who  believes  in  trades 
unionism   looks  upon   it  as  an   ideal. 
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Nobody  believes  It  Is  an  end.  They 
regard  trades  unionism  and  the  closed 
shop  simply  as  working  measures. 
They  regard  them  as  necessary  in  the 
great  conflict  between  capital  and 
labor.  They  believe  that  to  protect 
themselves  during  the  time  that  the 
wage  system  is  in  existence  they  must 
protect  their  organization,  and  to  pro- 
tect this  they  must  have  the  closed 
shop. 

Trades  unionism  is  not  ideal.  Its 
theory  is  wrong.  It  is  built  upon 
shifting  sand.  It's  the  same  theory 
as  the  theory  of  the  monopolist.  It 
is  monopoly.  They  have  learned  all 
they  have  ever  learned  from  the  em- 
ployer. The  employer  seeks  to  make 
a  monopoly  of  his  business  so  that 
he  may  fix  the  price.  The  trades 
unionist  turns  around  and  seeks  to 
monopolize  the  labor  market  so  that 
he  can  control  the  supply  and  thus 
limit  the  price.  It's  narrow.  It's 
inefficient.  It  isn't  broad  and  high. 
But  it's  necessary  under  the  indus- 
trial conditions  of  today. 

Some  time,  let  us  hope,  the  work- 
ingman  will  learn  that  there  i»  some- 
thing higher  and  something  easier 
and  something  much  more  efficient 
than  can  come  from  trades  unionism 
or  from  the  closed  shop. 

All  methods  of  monopoly  are  bad. 
They  are  war  measures,  made  only  for 
a  particular  time  and  place,  and  which 
cannot  last. 

The  people  of  this  country,  like 
every  other  country  on  earth,  have 
let  a  few  men  take  possession  of  the 
earth,  to  own  the  mines,  to  own  the 
timber,  to  own  the  factories  and  mills, 
and  have  left  the  tens  of  millions  de- 
pendent upon  these  few  for  their  lives. 
Instead  of  turning  intelligently  to  de- 
stroy the  monopoly  of  these  few,  in- 
stead of  turning  to  take  back  the  re- 
sources of  nature  and  to  organize  in- 
dustry for  the  benefit  of  the  producers, 
they  have  turned  to  make  regulations 
of  their  own  to  protect  as  best  they  can 
some  remnant  of  what  is  left 

What  Unionists  Must  Leabn. 

The  trade  unionists,  not  seeing  the 
real  evil,  but  looking  upon  work  as  a 
blessing,  have  at  various  times  turned 
to  destroy  machinery,  not  knowing 
that  it  must  come.  They  have  turned 
their  attention  to  limiting  immigra- 
tion,   to    keeping    out    the    Jew,    the 


Italian  and  now  the  Chinaman  and 
Japanese — limiting  immigration  in- 
stead of  turning  boldly  and  fighting 
the  monopoly  which  is  crushing  out 
the  lives  of  all.  They  will  learn  the 
lesson  some  time. 

For  me,  if  I  believed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  limit  immigration  I 
should  be  afraid  that  I  would  be 
tangled  up  in  my  own  logric,  and  1 
would  not  support  it.  I  think  every 
human  being  should  have  the  right  to 
go  wherever  he  sees  fit  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  and  to  make  his  living 
the  best  he  can  with  the  powers  and 
resources  which  nature  has  griven  him 
upon  any  portion  of  the  earth.  I  think 
that  those  reformers  who  are  honestly 
looking  toward  the  future  ought 
rather  to  give  their  attention  to  de- 
stroying the  monopoly  of  the  world  as 
it  stands  today,  rather  than  fighting 
some  people  poorer  and  more  helpless 
than  themselves. 

And  I  would  rather  let  them  come, 
let  them  come  and  ^destroy  the  last 
chance,  if  it  needs  this  to  compel  the 
workmen  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
people  who  are  monopolizing  the  earth 
and  starving  the  human  race  that  is 
to  follow  after  we  are  gone. 

Anyhow,  if  some  one  should  dem 
onstrate  to  me  that  the  limitation  of 
immigration  was  necessary,  I  would 
say  it  isn't  necessary  until  you  show 
me  that  the  present  workingmen  who 
live  upon  the  earth  are  taking  some 
measures  to  get  back  what  belongs  to 
them;  making  some  fight  against  tho 
common  enemy. 

Bridging  the  Chasm. 

All  these  restrictions  of  trades 
unionism  are  narrow.  They're  illogi- 
cal. Nobody  who  has  any  broad 
vision  can  believe  in  sects  or  parties 
or  organizations.  Trades  unionism  is 
bad  in  truth  because  it  looks  upon  the 
member  within  as  better  than  the 
member  without  It  divides  society 
into  cliques  and  classes.  It  can  never 
accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  formed.  It  can  only  help  to  bridge 
over  the  chasm  between  the  present, 
with  its  strife  and  its  warfare,  and  the 
condition  of  industrial  co-operation 
that  must  one  day  come.  It  will  serve 
its  purpose  in  this;  and  narrow  as  it 
is,  exclusive  and  tyrannical  as  it  is,  it 
yet  has  done  more  for  the  independ- 
ence, the  citizenship,  the  manhood  of 
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the  workingman  than  any  other  oi- 
ganization  that  the  last  two  centuries 
have  known. 

To  sum  up:  the  workers  will  learn 
another  lesson,  and  the  trades  union- 
ists are  helping  them  to  learn  it. 
They  are  welding  the  workers  to- 
gether into  a  great  brotherhood;  and 
to  take  the  heterogeneous  people  that 
make  up  the  United  States,  the  Irish, 
the  Italians,  the  Jews,  the  Americans, 
and  to  weld  all  these  together  into  one 
homogeneous  whole  is  a  great  work 
and  a  work  which  will  one  day  show 
results  in  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

We  will  learn,  however,  that  no 
true  society,  whether  industrial  or  po- 
litical or  social,  can  be  built  upon 
enmity;  that  the  best  good  cannot  b3 
brought  about  by  a  state  of  warfare. 
Some. time  industrial  warfare  will  dis- 
appear. Some  time  we  will  learn 
the  lesson  that  men  will  be  hap 
pier,  that  men  will  be  richer,  that 
there  will  be  more  true  character  and 
more  independence  when  these  nar- 
row lines  are  wiped  away,  when  mo- 
nopolies are  destroyed,  when  all  man- 
kind and  every  nation  are  united  in 
one  common  brotherhood  for  the  pro- 
duction and  the  distribution  of  tho 
world's  goods  and  for  the  best  good  of 
man.  , 


Onward,  Labor! 

We  come  from  the   foundry   and  the 
mill  and  the  mine 
All  dusty  and  dirty  and  black; 
E^ven  the  farmers  are  marching  along 
in  the  line 
With  all  kinds  of  grain  in  the  sack. 
Yes,  labor  has  put  on  her  very  best 
clothes. 
Her  colors  unfurled  to  the  breeze; 
We  have  plenty  of  brothers  among  us 
that  know 
What    with    our    craftsmen    of    all 
trades  agrees; 
We  do  not  demand  now  no  more  than 
our  share 
Of  good  wages  to  one  and  to  all — 
We  ask  good  treatment  and  we  will  be 
fair, 
For  without  co-operation  and  unity 
we  fall; 
So    masons,    carpenters    and    printers 
take  heed, 
Unfurl  labor's  banner  so  just  and  so 
true 
And  the  farmers  and  miners  will  help 
you  to  lead 
Our  noble,  undying  aims  into  view 


We  wish  not  for  the  grreed  of  silver 
and  gold. 
All  we  ask  is  for  equity  to  one  and 
all. 
When   we   come   one   and  all   with   a 
spirit  so  bold 
And  crush  all  that's  foul  and  unjust 
to  the  wall. 
We  live  for  the  principles  so  great  and 
so  grand. 
For  our  posterity  always  to  be; 
For  the  woolen  hat  heroes  we  all  tako 
a  stand. 
In  our  country  so  noble  and  free. 
So  cheer  up,  comrades,  with  a  shout, 
Your  shoulders  always  keep  to  the 
wheel. 
For  victory  is  ours,  never  doubt, 
If  we  labor  and  work  with  an  undy- 
ing zeal. 

— C.  E.  Dayton. 


The  Sunshine  League. 

**Smile,  damn  you,  smile," 

And  list  not  to  the  crank. 
,Just  smile  your  pocket  full  of  coin 

And  put  it  in  the  bank. 
The  conventions  now  are  over. 

Their  platforms  are  on  file. 
The  Sunshine  League  is  after  you. 

So  "Smile,  damn  you,  smile." 

"Smile,  damn  you,  smile." 

You'll  get  a  job  some  day. 
And,  in  the  meantime,  shout  with  glee. 

For  that's  the  Sunshine  way. 
And  if  the  landlord  wants  his  rent. 

Don't  let  your  spirits  rile. 
Just  say.  "Old  chap,  it's  all  right  now." 

"Smile,  damn  you,  smile." 

"Smile,  damn  you.  smile." 

You  children  of  the  loom. 
The  optimists  have  found  a  way 

To  save  you  from  your  doom. 
It  matters  not  how  long  you  work 

Nor  what  you're  paid  the  while. 
Just  jump  and  crack   your  heels  for 
joy. 

And  "Smile,  damn  you,  smile." 

"Smile,  damn  you.  smile." 

There  are  no  idle  men; 
At  least,  they'll  not  be  idle 

When  they  go  to  work  again. 
The  Christian  Science  method 

Is  the  latest  business  style. 
So  join  the  push  and  get  in  line 

And  "Smile,  damn  you.  smile." 

— Ellis  0.  Jones, 
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THE  DISRUPTION  OF  TRADE  UNIONISM 
BY  JUDICIAL  SANaiON. 


A  most  surprising  and  reactionary 
decision  affecting  organized  labor  was 
recently  handed  down  by  the  full 
bench  of  the  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Court,  Chief  Justice  Knowlton  dissent- 
ing. The  court  has  decreed  that  the 
action  of  a  group  of  workmen  in  de- 
claring a  strike  in  an  effort  to  protect 
an  individual  workman  constitutes  a 
sympathetic  strike,  and  that  sym- 
pathetic strikes  are  illegal;  and,  fur- 
thermore, that  a  strike  to  prevent  the 
disruption  of  a  union  through  the  in- 
troduction of  non-union  workmen  is 
also  illegal,  and  is  to  be  restrained  by 
the  process  of  injunction.  The  court 
also  announced  the  extremely  danger- 
ous doctrine  that  the  legality  of  a 
strike  depends  upon  the  purpose  which 
the  workmen  had  in  view  in  quitting 
their  employer  collectively. 

The  case  came  before  the  Supreme 
Court  as  an  appeal  on  the  part  of  the 
Building  Trades  Council  of  Lynn, 
Mass.,  from  an  injunction  which  had 
been  issued  against  them  upon  the 
petition  of  the  Employers*  Association 
of  that  city. 

On  May  1,  190(>,  forty-nine  con- 
tractors and  manufacturers  engaged  in 
the  building  trades  declined  to  enter 
into  further  agreements  with  the  build- 
ing trade  unions,  and  posted  "open- 
shop,"  or  as  they  should  be  termed 
properly,  "non-union  shop"  notices.  In 
some  instances  the  union  men  struck 
immediately,  while  in  others  they  re- 
mained at  work  until  non-union  men 
were  employed.  The  strike  eventually 
became  general  and  the  employers 
secured  an  injunction  from  the  court 
restraining  the  strikers  from  doing 
anything,  peacefully  or  otherwise,  in 
furtherance  of  their  strike.  In  hand- 
ing down  a  decision  on  the  appeal  from 
this  injunction,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Massachusetts  has  placed  some  of  the 
questions  affecting  trade  unions  into  a 
new  field. 

Before  proceeding  to  examine  the 
court's  decision  it  is  necessary  to  fully 
grasp  the  conditions  which  existed 
when  the  trouble  arose,  as  well  as  the 


issues  involved.  The  great  majority 
of  the  workmen  employed  in  the  build- 
ing trades  in  Lynn  were  members  of 
their  respective  unions,  all  of  which 
were  affiliated  with  the  local  building 
trades  council;  that  they  had  a  law- 
ful right  to  so  organize  and  affiliate 
for  their  mutual  protection  and  wel- 
fare was  recognized  by  the  laws  of  the 
State.  A  majority  of  the  contractors 
and  manufacturers  engaged  in  the 
erection  of  buildings  were  also  organ- 
ized for  their  protection  and  profit, 
their  association  also  receiving  the 
sanction  of  the  State.  Workmen  and 
employers  had  both  taken  advantage 
of  the  same  privilege,  and  for  the  same 
reasons,  the  mutual  advantage  to  be 
derived  through  organization.  The 
contractors  and  manufacturers  endeav- 
ored to  sell  their  product  at  the  best 
market  price,  and  the  workmen  en- 
deavored to  secure  the  best  conditions 
and  wages  for  their  labor.  The  em- 
ployers believed,  however,  that  if  they 
could  succeed  in  destroying  the  work- 
men's organizations  it  would  increase 
their  profits,  and  under  the  common 
law  they  were  permitted  to  make  the 
attempt,  for  their  legal  right  to  em- 
ploy union  or  non-union  workmen  was 
unquestioned. 

To  carry  out  their  program,  they 
declined  to  enter  into  any  further 
trade  agreements  with  their  em- 
ployes, and  at  the  same  time  they 
posted  statements  over  their  signa- 
tures which  in  substance  served  no- 
tice on  their  workmen  that  the  effort 
to  disrupt  their  organization  would  be 
made  through  the  employment  of  non- 
union men.  and  non-union  men  were 
at  once  placed  to  work.  The  members 
of  the  unions  realized  that  without  an 
organization  they  would  be  unable  to 
negotiate  with  their  employers,  or 
maintain  their  wage  rate  and  their 
previous  conditions  of  employment: 
and  that  they  would  be  powerless  to 
orotect  themselves  from  any  high- 
handed or  arbitrary  action  which  their 
employers  might  attempt. 

To  protect  their  organization,  there- 
fore,  instead   of  weakly  and   submis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


7S5 


sively  allowing  it  to  be  destroyed,  they 
decided  to  refuse  to  work  until  their 
employers  had  withdrawn  their  at- 
tempts to  disrupt  their  unions.  They 
were  not  the  aggressors,  as  their  action 
was  entirely  a  defenaiye  one.  In  view 
of  the  court's  decision  on  this  defen- 
sive action,  we  are  led  to  wonder  what 
drastic  form  of  decree  would  have 
been  handed  down  had  the  case  been 
reversed  and  the  unions  been  charged 
with  serving  notice  on  the  employers 
that  they  intended  taking  action 
which  had  for  its  purpose  the  disrup- 
tion of  their  association. 

There  is  ample  evidence  that  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
acquainted  with  the  reasons  which 
caused  the  workmen  to  determine  to 
strike,  for  in  their  decision  the  follow- 
ing language  is  used: 

"Without  going  into  details,  it  is 
manifest  that  the  strike  here  in  ques- 
tion was  a  strike  against  the  open 
shop,  as  the  plaintiff  proposed  to  carry 
on  an  open  shop.  .  .  .  The  occa- 
sion of  the  strike,  as  we  have  said,  was 
the  posting  of  open-shop  rules.  The 
strike  was  manifestly  a  strike  against 
working  under  those  rules." 

The  decision  then  lays  the  ground 
for  future  decisions  which  would  limit 
and  abrogate  the  workman's  right  to 
quit  his  employer,  by  saying: 

"It  is  settled  In  this  commonwealth 
that  the  legality  of  a  combination  not 
to  work  for  an  employer— that  is  to 
say,  of  a  strike — depends  .  .  . 
upon  the  purpose  for  which  the  com- 
bination is  formed — the  purpose  for 
which  the  employes  strike." 

The  thought  may  well  be  injected 
here  that,  despite  the  court's  decree, 
the  workman's  right  to  strike  and  to 
refuse  to  give  his  labor  when  for  any 
reason  the  conditions  do  not  suit  him, 
will  continue  in  the  old  Bay  State  until 
such  time  as  an  act  establishing  volun- 
tary servitude  shall  have  been  enacted 
by  the  people. 

There  is  another  feature  contained 
in  the  decision  which  is  also  well 
worthy  of  examination,  for  it  takes  up 
the  method  provided  by  the  Building 
Trade  Council's  by-laws  for  investiga- 
tion of  grievances  and  the  action  of 
the  council  thereon,  and  the  court's  de- 
cree hinges  somewhat  upon  these.  As 
the  court's  statement  Is  concise  as  to 


the  scope  and  purpose    of    these    by- 
laws, we  quote  from  the  decision: 

**By  the  working  and  trade  rules  of 
the  <  ouucil,  every  grievance  which  a 
member  of  a  local  union  affiliated  with 
the  council  has  against  his  employer 
is  to  be  investigated  by  the  executive 
board  of  the  council,  and  if  the  em- 
ployer does  not  comply  with  the  de- 
cision of  the  council,  he  is  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  council  as  unfair,  and 
upon  being  declared  'unfair*  by  the 
council,  the  executive  board  is  *to 
again  interview'  the  employer,  and  if 
the  employer  continues  in  his  refusal 
to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the 
council,  the  board  'shall  at  once  re- 
move all  union  men*  from  his  employ, 
'and  no  union  men  shall  be  allowed  to 
go  to  work'  for  him  until  he  is  again 
placed  upon  the  fair  list  by  the  coun- 
cil." 

These  rules  seem  to  be  eminently 
just  and  proper,  as  they  provide  for  an 
orderly  manner  of  procedure,  are 
aimed  to  prevent  hasty  and  Ill-con- 
sidered action,  and  require  that  an 
ample  investigation  shall  be  made  of 
every  individual  grievance  arising, 
and  a  thorough  effort  to  effect  an  ad- 
justment before  final  action  was  taken 
by  the  council.  But  the  court  con- 
demned these  by-laws,  holding  them  to 
be  an  unjustifiable  Interference  with 
the  employers'  business,  in  the  follow- 
ing language: 

"The  strike  in  question  was  a  com- 
bination for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  trades  council,  composed  of  dele- 
gates  from  the  unions  of  which  th»^ 
individual  defendants  are  members, 
the  arbiter  of  all  questions  between  in- 
dividual employes  and  their  employ- 
ers." 

This  statement  would  seem  ex- 
travagant  and  exaggerated  coming 
from  any  source,  and  it  is  most  cer- 
tainly surprising  when  emanating 
froih  such  a  dignified  and  learned 
body  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massu 
chusetts.  In  what  way  or  manner  did 
the  council  become  an  arbiter  in  any 
dispute  arising  between  the  workman 
and  his  employer  which  in  any  way 
differed  from  the  procedure  in  similar 
cases  taken  by  the  employers?  When 
a  grievance  arose,  they  first  invest! 
gated  it  and  endeavored  to  effect  an 
adjustment,  and  failing  in  this,  they 
determined  what  their  attitude  would 
be  toward  an  employer  whom  they  had 
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found  to  be  unfair  to  their  members. 
They  decided  nothing  more  than  what 
their  attitude  should  be. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  so  important 
a  decision  as  the  one  under  considera- 
tion should  have  been  prepared  and 
written  in  a  manner  which  tends  to 
confuse,  for  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
whether  the  council  was  found  guilty 
because  it  had  sanctioned  a  strike  to 
protect  itself  from  the  introduction  of 
non-union  conditions,  or  because  its 
by-laws  provided  for  investigation  and 
efforts  aimed  to  effect  an  adjustment 
of  grievances  arising  before  it  took 
final  action.  The  final  determination 
of  the  court,  however,  is  clear  and  in 
no  way  confusing  or  misleading,  for  11 
says: 

"It  follows  that  the  plaintiffs  were 
entitled  to  an  Injunction  restraining 
the  defendants  from  combining  to- 
gether to  further  the  strike  in  ques- 
tion, and  from  doing  any  acts  what- 
ever, peaceful  or  otherwise,  in  further- 
ance thereof,  including  the  payment  of 
strike  benefits,  and  putting  the  plain- 
tiffs upon  the  unfair  list." 

Two  definite  conclusions  follow  from 
the  decree,  namely,  that  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Massachusetts  holds  that  union 
workmen  can  not  strike  to  prevent  the 
Introduction  of  non-union  conditions, 
and  that  the  by-laws  of  any  central  la- 
bor body  which  provide  for  the  investi- 
gation  of  an  individual  member's  griev- 
ance, and  his  protection,  if  the  case 
warrants  such  action,  are  unjustifiable 
Interference  with  an  employer's  busi- 
ness, and  should  be  set  aside  by  the 
court;  and,  furthermore,  that  strike 
to  protect  v^e  interest  of  a  few  mem- 
bers is  a  sympathetic  strike,  to  be  pro- 
hibited. 

This  decision  serves  to  Indicate  the 
extent  to  which  judicial  legislation 
may  go  in  destroying  the  safeguards 
of  industrial  equality  and  freedom,  and 
in  making  the  court,  and  not  the  peo^ 
pie,  the  law-making  power.  Every  ex- 
amination of  this  extraordinary  de- 
cision, taken  from  every  angle  that 
presents  itself,  leaves  the  workmen  in 
astonishment  and  perplexity. 

They  are  granted  the  right  to  or- 
ganize and  to  strike,  but  are  denied 
the  right  to  resist  the  employers*  or- 
ganized attempt  to  destroy  their  or 
ganization.  In  other  words,  the  court 
tells  the  workmen  that  while  they 
have  a  perfect  right  to  organize  and 
use  their  trade  union  to  improve  their 


industrial  condition,  yet  should  their 
union  prove  distasteful  to  their  em- 
ployers, and  the  latter  should  organize 
and  attempt  to  destroy  it,  that  they 
must  not  oppose  this  effort  by  strik- 
ing. What  shadowy  and  unsubstantial 
form  of  justice  is  this  which  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Massachusetts  offer  to 
the  workmen  of  the  old  Bay  State? 

What  a  burlesque  is  made  of  those 
sacred  rights  which  were  established 
for  every  citizen  at  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington, Valley  Forge  and  Yorktown, 
Faneuil  Hall  and  the  Continental  Con- 
gress! 

We  are  granted  the  right  to  form 
trade  unions,  but  denied  the  right  to 
maintain  them  if  the  employers  choose 
to  destroy  them.  We  can  pledge  our- 
selves to  assist  and  protect  our  mem- 
bers from  imposition,  but  if  but  a  few 
are  directly  involved,  we  can  not 
strike  if  we  believe  such  a  step  to  be 
justified  and  necessary. 

To  the  workmen  it  can  not  appeal 
but  as  higgling  and  judicial  hair- 
splitting to  affirm  that  the  strike  un- 
dertaken to  protect  the  individual  is  a 
sympathetic  strike,  and  that  sym 
pathetic  strikes  are  illegal.  Is  not  the 
strike  to  protect  the  wage  rate,  to  pro- 
tect the  hours  of  labor,  or  the  condi 
tions  under  which  labor  is  to  be  ren- 
dered, whether  a  few  or  the  entire 
body  of  workmen  are  affected,  a  mat- 
ter of  direct  interest  and  affecting  di- 
rectly every  member  of  the  union? 

And  what  rules  and  regulations  can 
a  union  adopt  which  would  enable  it 
to  investigate  and  act  upon  the  griev- 
ances of  its  members  so  that  it  may 
escape  the  censure  and  condemnation 
of  the  court  for  having  assumed  to  be- 
come an  arbiter  for  the  employer? 
What  action  can  any  union  take  nfith 
reference  to  any  question  affecting  its 
members'  relations  with  their  employ- 
ers which  does  not  in  some  manner 
affect  the  employer?  Unfortunately, 
the  court  is  silent  upon  this  point;  we 
are  left  in  the  dark  on  this  important 
question,  and  we  are  also  free  to  sur^ 
mise  that  the  court  believed  that  the 
employers  of  Lynn  have  a  property 
right  in  their  workmen. 

No  one  will  Impugn  the  motives  of 
this  high  court,  for  its  judges  are  a 
most  honorable  body  of  men;  but  we 
are  fully  justified  in  questioning 
knowledge  of  the  Industrial  conditions 
which  obtain  today,  and  also  their 
right   to   legislate  while   members  of 
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the  court  instead  of  being  the  duly- 
elected  legrislative  representatives  of 
the  people. 

In  the  decision  under  discussion 
they  have  undertaken  to  condemn 
union  by-laws  which  were  passed  to 
protect  the  employer  from  the  hasty 
or  ill-considered  action  of  his  work- 
men. They  have  declared  that  it  is 
illegal  for  a  union  to  take  up  the 
grievance  of  individual  members  and 
pass  upon  the  evidence  secured  for 
their  own  guidance.  They  have  given 
their  sanction  to  an  injunction  which 
aimed  to  shackle  the  workmen,  to  bind 
them  hand  and  foot  by  judicial  pro- 
cess, while  the  organized  employers  at- 
tacked their  organization  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  destroying  it. — 
Iron  Molders'  Journal. 


Boasts  of  Defeating  Unionism  at 
Chicago. 

J.  W.  Van  Cleave,  president  of  the 
National  Manufacturers'  Association, 
is  so  jubilant  over  the  success  that  at- 
tended his  efforts  to  defeat  labor  be- 
fore the  Republican  national  conven- 
tion, that  he  can  scarcely  contain  him- 
self. He  is  sending  out  circulars  and 
letters  to  members  of  the  association 
far  and  near,  telling  of  his  triumphs 
and  urging  the  enemies  of  labor  to 
greater  activity,  now  that  they  have 
captured  the  Republican  party.  The 
following  is  one  of  his  circular  letters 
written  at  St.  Louis: 

CiBCULAK  Letter. 

The  National  Association  of  Manufac- 
turers, J.   W.   Van   Cleave,  presi- 
dent. 8t.  Louis: 
Gentlemen — ^The  storv  of  our  activ- 
ity at  the  national  Republican  conven- 
tion in  Chicago  marks  a  new  epoch  in 
the    political    history    of    the    United 
States.     The  business  men  have  once 
more    shown    the    spirit    of    *76.     At- 
tached circular  tells  you  all  about  this. 

Where  Country  Stands. 

Our  country  stands  at  the  present 
time  In  great  need  of  constructive 
statesmanship.  Party  lines  are  ig- 
nored by  the  thinking  men.  Their 
thoughts  are  devoted  to  the  definite 
solution  of  the  great  questions  con- 
fronting the  nation.     Principles    and 


not  parties  are  the  issue  of  the  1908 
campaign. 

Influence  at  Chicago. 

I  wish  you  could  have  viewed  with 
me  the  power  of  our  association  as 
demonstrated  in  Chicago.  It  would 
prove  to  you.  as  it  has  to  me.  the  fact 
that  no  fallacy,  demagogery  or  antl- 
Amerlcan  heresy  can  stand  up  before 
us,  providing  we  are  right  and  prop- 
erly organized.  But  remember,  we 
have  hardly  started  in  the  serious  task 
ahead  of  us. 

Lawlessness  of  Labor. 

The  lawless  elements  among  labor 

ganizations  and  among  the  socialists 
-ealize  that  they  can  never  accomplish 
their  base  purpose  by  means  of  the 
strike  and  boycott  as  long  as  our  judi- 
ciary is  left  unhampered,  and  as  long 
as  strong  protective  associations  pre- 
vent the  singling  out  of  individual  em- 
ployers. Therefore,  they  are  trying  to 
surround  you  with  hampering  national 
and  State  legislation  to  gain,  through 
the  politician,  what  cannot  be  secured 
through  the  court,  and  they  endeavor 
to  whip  into  line  the  business  man>— 
the  employer  who  has  no  organization 
to  take  his  part. 

There  is  no  better  argument  for 
strengthening  our  organization,  and 
the  daily  increasing  number  of  new 
members  proves  appreciation  of  this 
fact. 

I  am  sure  that  you  have  overlooked 
my  former  letter  on  this  subject.  I 
am  sure  you  cannot  but  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  your  privilege,  as  well 
as  your  duty,  to  join  us  in  our  pa- 
triotic work.  But  aside  from  patriot- 
ism there  Is  no  better  business  insur- 
ance, at  less  than  one  doUar  a  week, 
than  the  co-operation  of  this  ereat  as- 
sociation in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
business  welfare. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  promptly  In 
enclosed  envelope. 

Very  truly  yours. 

J.  W.  Van  Cleave. 
President. 


An  insistent  demand  for  the  union 
label  will  overcome  the  Injunction  in 
every  case.  The  union  label  can  not 
be  enjoined.  Demand  it  on  all  occa- 
sions.— Justice. 
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The  Rules  of  the  Game. 

By  the  Rev.  Chables  Stelzle. 

They   have  "studied   the   problems  of 
slum-life," 
(1a.    venture    which    brought    them 
renown,) 
Though  the  blood  and  the  sweat 
And  the  smells  that  they  met, 
Drove  them  back  to  their  homes  up- 
town. 

They  were  seized  with  a  fainting  sen- 
sation 
As  they  passed  us  in  filth  without 
name. 
But  they  thought  that  they  knew 
What  "the  masses"  pass  through. 
In  keeping  the  rules  of  the  game. 

Not  a  laugh  did  they  hear  on  their 
Journey, — 

To  smile  has  become  a  lost  art 
But  they  never  drew  near 
To  help  drive  *way  a  tear. 

Or  cheer  up  a  dull,  aching  heart. 

Each  soul  that  they  met  as  they  lin- 
gered. 

Seemed  damned  to  an  eternal  hell. 
But  the  aim  of  our  strife. 
And  our  struggle  in  life, 

Is  always  to  break  from  our  cell. 

If  we're  Judged  by  their  rules  of  the 
battle. 
Or  tried  by  their  rules  of  the  game. 
We  will  ne*er  win  the  fight 
By  the  power  of  our  might. 
Nor  be  counted  with  those  who  over- 
came. 

But  the  Great  Referee  of  the  Contest, 
Whose  Judgments  ne'er  come  with  a 
snap, — 
For  He  knows  the  whole  game. 
And  He  knows  why  we're  lame, — 
He'll  give  us  a  big  handicap. 


Finds  Serum  to  Cure  Phthisis. 

Tests  are  being  made  in  New  York 
City  of  a  new  serum  treatment  for 
tuberculosis,  the  invention  of  Dr.  J. 
Gabrilo witch,  director  of  the  imperial 
Russian  sanitarium  for  tuberculosis, 
at  Halila,  Finland.  Dr.  Gabrilowitch, 
whose  fame  as  a  scientist  is  world- 
wide, is  about  to  start  from  Finland 
for  the  United  States  to  read  a  paper 
explaining  and  describing  his  discov- 


ery before  the  international  congresi 
on  tuberculosis,  which  convened  in 
Washington  on  Sept.  23d. 

American  Doctors  Test  It. 

So  careful  has  Dr.  Gabrilowitch 
been  to  avoid  making  assertions  that 
might  not  be  borne  out  by  subsequent 
tests  that  even  in  Russia  very  few 
physicians  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  learn  of  what  the  new  treatment  of 
the  great  white  plague  consists. 

Two  months  ago,  after  having  tested 
it  himself  for  more  than-  a  year,  Dr. 
Gabrilowtch  requested  a  few  physi- 
cians in  various  countries  to  make 
tests  of  the  serum  for  the  purpose  of 
confirming  or  disproving  the  conclu- 
sions at  which  he  had  arrived.  So  suc- 
cessful have  these  tests  been  in  Amer- 
ica, at  least,  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Tuberculosis  So- 
siety  of  St.  Petersburg  to  furnish  the 
serum  in  sufficient  quantities  for  the 
use  of  any  physicians  or  hospitals  that 
may  wish  to  try  it. 

Calls  It  "Tl^ercxjlin  Purum." 

While  no  public  announcement  has 
yet  been  made  of  the  method  by  which 
Dr.  Gabrilowitch  prepares  his  serum, 
and  probably  none  will  be  made  until 
he  makes  it  public  at  Washington,  it 
is  known  that  it  is  based  upon  the  so- 
called  "old  tuberculin"  discovered  by 
Professor  Robert  Koch  and  announced 
by  him  in  1890  as  a  cure  for  tubercu- 
losis. 

Koch's  tuberculin,  however,  caused 
in  its  use  so  many  complications  thai 
its  remedial  value  was  almost  nulli- 
fied. Dr.  Gabrilowitch  has  attempted 
to  purify  the  Koch  serum  and  has 
named  his  product  tuberculin  purum, 
or  pure  tuberculin. 


Poverty  is  the  soap  that  protects  us 
from  filthy  lucre. 


It  is  easy  to  attribute  to  foes  the  fail- 
ures due  to  our  own  faults. 


When  is  vice  most  dangerous?  When 
it  clothes  itself  in  the  garb  of  virtue. 


The  responsibility  of   tolerance  lies 
with  those  who  have  the  wider  vision. 


No  man  is  nobler  bom  than  another 
unless  he  is  born  with  better  abilities 
and  more  amiable  disposition. — Seneca. 
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SHALL  WE   GIVE   UP   JAN 
POUREN? 

That  Russia  is  a  habitation  of  abom- 
inable cruelty,  we  have  always  been 
accustomed  to  admit  without  feeling 
that  any  of  it  could  be  laid  to  our 
•charge,  for  Russia  is  so  far  away.  But 
when  the  Czar  pursues  his  tortured 
Tiotims  upon  American  soil  and  en- 
lists the  aid  of  our  courts  to  drag  them 
■out  and  return  them  to  further  tor- 
ments, no  man  whose  voice  might  be 
raised  in  protest  can  escape  a  fearful 
personal  guilt  if  he  remains  silent. 

No  less  direct  a  responsibility  than 
this  is  now  confronting  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Two  years  ago,  after  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  Baltic  insurrection,  one  of 
the  yeomen  soldiery  of  that  lost  cause, 
Jan  Janoff  Pouren,  a  Lettish  peasant, 
-from  the  province  of  Livland,  fled  to 
America  and  sought  to  hide  himself  in 
New  York  City.  The  experiences 
through  which  he  and  his  compatriots 
liad  passed  are  so  hideous  that  they 
may  be  incredible  t'*  persons  who  do 
not  realize  the  progress  in  barbarism 
which  Russia  has  made  since  the  up- 
rising for  liberty  that  followed  the 
Japanese  war.  * 

Pouren's  comrades,  Akkerman  and 
Luss,  were  captured  by  the  troops, 
killed  and  unceremoniously  buried; 
later  they  were  exhumed  and  Interred 
with  honor  by  the  people  in  whose 
•cause  they  had  given  up  their  lives. 
Pouren,  himself,  while  in  prison,  was 
flogged,  so  that  he  remained  half  un- 
<;on6cious  for  flve  days,  and  has  devel- 
oped epilepsy  as  a  result.  Subsequent- 
ly   he    escaped.      His    eight-year-old 


daughter  was  beaten  by  the  Czar*s  offi- 
cials to  make  her  disclose  his  where- 
abouts. The  last  fact  is  mentioned  in 
a  committee  report  of  the  Second 
Duma  on  tortures  at  Riga,  which  re- 
cites numerous  horrors  still  more  me- 
dieval in  their  form. 

Marvelous  is  the  Czar*s  omnipresent 
eye!  One  day  early  last  winter  Pouren 
was  arrested  in  New  York  on  demand 
of  the  Russian  government,  which  had 
prepared  against  him  elaborate  docu- 
ments fllled  with  charges  of  burglary, 
arson,  murder  and  attempt  to  murder. 
His  case  was  then  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  a  local  society  of  Russian 
refugees,  who  looked  into  it  carefully 
and  soon  comprehended  the  Czar's 
game.  Pouren,  they  found,  was  a  gen- 
uine political  fugitive,  who,  as  an  ob- 
scure man,  had  been  picked  out  by  the 
Russian  government  with  a  view  to 
establishing  a  precedent  unawares. 
Obviously,  he  was  to  be  used  as  a  stalk- 
ing horse  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  our 
asylum  of  political  refuge. 

From  the  moment  that  this  became 
clear,  Pouren's  case  was  made  the  com- 
mon cause  of  the  Russian  refugees  in 
New  York.  All  through  the  winter 
and  spring  they  contested  his  extradi- 
tion before  Commissioner  Shields  in 
the  United  States  District  Court. 
They  showed  that  the  depositions  of- 
fered by  the  prosecution  bristled  with 
admissions  that  Pouren  was  a  revo- 
lutionist. They  placed  on  the  stand 
such  witnesses  as  Mr.  Ohsol,  ex-mem- 
ber of  the  Russian  Duma  from  the 
District  of  Riga,  to  testify  of  the  civil 
war  that  had  there  prevailed.  By  his- 
tory of  the  Lettish  rebellion  they  ex- 
plained    Pouren's     martial     exploits. 
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which  the  demanding  govemment  tries 
to  palm  off  as  ordinary  "crimes/' 
They  pointed  out  that  the  depositions 
against  Pouren  contained  in  the  papers 
sent  from  Russia  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  made  under  oath,  nor  the 
Lettlsh-Russiaa  interpreter  to  have 
been  sworn  to  truth.  By  exhibiting 
the  terrible  report  *of  the  Second 
Duma's  committee,  they  showed  that 
in  the  region  where  the  evidence 
against  Pouren  was  gathered,  men, 
women,  and  children  were  being  tor- 
mented by  the  thousands  in  all  sorts  of 
Indescribable  ways,  such  atrocities 
often  being  perpetrated  in  prison  for 
the  real  inquisitional  purpose  of  ex- 
torting Information.  Yet  in  making 
out  a  case,  the  defense  labored  under 
great  embarrassments.  It  dared  not 
put  Pouren's  old  neighbors  on  the 
stand,  lest  they  should  share  his  fate, 
and  because  under  cross-examination 
they  would  have  been  likely  to  give 
clues  that  would  have  compromised 
persons  in  Russia  where  not  even  a 
fiction  of  political  privilege  existed. 

Contrary  to  the  overwhelming  moral 
conviction  of  those  who  closely  under- 
stand and  support  Pouren's  cause, 
Commiglsoner  Shields  has  decided 
against  him  on  all  the  forms  of  accusa- 
tion except  murder. 

Assuming  that  this  mild-appearing, 
fair-haired  little  peasant  has  com- 
mitted the  acts  of  violence  alleged,  his 
surrender  must  be  abhorrent  to  every 
liberal,  humane  mind  for  three  sev- 
eral, sufficient  reasons: 

First,  the  political  character  of  his 
conduct,  which  no  technicality  can  ob- 
scure. 

Second,  the  dangerous  precedent  that 
would  be  set  in  violating  the  right  of 
asylum,  thus  immediately  Jeopardiz- 
ing those  many  fugitives  who  have 
come  here  relying  upon  it. 

Third,  that  no  reason  is  strong 
enough  to  give  over  any  man  to  tor- 
ture. 


Extradition  must  not  be  confused 
with  deportation  of  inadmlssable  im- 
migrants. Pouren  will  not  simply  be 
shipped  to  a  Ehiropean  port,  thence  at 
lUberty  to  seek  some  refuge  more  hos- 
pitable than  ours.  He  will  be  dellv- 
ered  up  in  irons  to  the  Russian  gov- 
ernment for  vengeance.  Failure  to 
recognize  this  distinction  may  preju- 
dice the  case  with  many,  who  will  dis- 
miss it  from  their  minds  with  some 
vague  reflection  about  ^'excluding  un- 
desirable aliens." 

His  friends  claim  that  when  again 
he  la  in  the  Czar's  power  he  will  be 
tortured  to  wring  from  him  betrayals 
of  others.  Let  the  incredulous  read 
for  themselves  the  specifications  of 
thousand-fold  tortures  and  massacres 
about  Riga  as  presented  in  both  the 
second  and  third  Dumas. 

Our  government,  in  surrendering 
Pouren  under  the  treaty,  assumes  that 
nothing  more  will  be  done  to  him  than 
to  try  and  to  punish  him  for  the  crimes 
^ecified.  Russian  honor  and  mercy 
may  be  judged  by  what  is  told  in  a 
recent  letter  by  Prince  Kuropotkin  to 
the  London  Times,  He  says  that  tor- 
tures were  introduced  in  some  towns 
of  Russia  proper  and  Poland  and  that, 
owing  to  the  courage  of  a  few  public 
prosecutors,  the  torturers  were  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
But — "the  Czar  Nicholas  II  has  par- 
doned all  of  them." 

Pouren's  relation  to  the  great  Rus- 
sian struggle  against  oppression  merits 
for  him  that  his  actions  as  a  bona-fide 
political  be  estimated  not  only  on 
technical  proof,  by  the  court,  but  on 
moral  evidence  by  the  American  peo- 
ple. This  Implies  no  Indorsement  of 
his  methods.  But  we  must  face  the 
question  whether,  when  fugitive  mili- 
tants for  Russian  liberty  reach  our 
shores  and  seek  a  hiding  place  In  our 
cities  we  will  act  as  sleuth  and  catch- 
pole  for  the  Czar,  to  drag  them  out 
and  deliver  them  to  his  tender  mercies. 
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The  demand  of  the  Czar  made  at 
this  time  for  return  of  a  fugitive  on 
any  grounds  is  an  insult  to  our  nation. 

As  a  fighting  chance  for  life,  Pouren 
might  take  appeal  from  the  Commis- 
sioner to  a  higher  court  tyy  habeas 
corpus.  This,  while  of  great  legal  in- 
terest, would  open  the  case  for  review 
only  in  certain  phases.  To  complete 
an  extradition,  however,  concurrence 
of  the  executive  branch  is  necessary, 
and  therefore  a  great  movement  Is  now 
on  foot  to  convince  President  Roose- 
velt that  our  people  are  unwilling  he 
should  sacrifice  Pouren. 

Petition  blanks  prepared  by  the 
Pouren  Defense  Conference,  320 
Broadway,  New  York  City,  are  freely 
circulated  and  are  being  returned  with 
thousands  of  signatures;  forms  of  a 
resolution  supplied  to  organizations 
are  being  adopted  and  transmitted  to 
Washington.  But  as  good  an  effect 
may  be  produced  by  any  informal  peti- 
tion or  letter  to  the  President. 

Never  have  the  individual  citizens 
of  this  country  had  placed  before"  them 
so  important  and  yet  simple  a  duty  ot 
humanity  and  Justice  toward  the  suD- 
jects  of  that  distant  autocracy,  who 
are  seeking  to  save  themselves  from 
the  tyranny  of  Czardom. 

With  one  voice  and  in  the  words  of 
Franklin  H.  Wentworth,  at  the  great 
Cooper  Union  mass  meeting,  let  our 
people  answer  to  the  gore-besotted  em- 
peror: "Go,  wash  your  bloody 
hands."— 27ie  Pouren  Defense  Commit- 
tee. 


SITUATION    ON    THE  LACKA- 
WANNA. 

Last  month  the  Journal  gave  you 
the  facts  leading  up  to  a  threatened 
strike  on  the  D.  L.  &  W.  R.  R.  Since 
then  the  company  not  only  refused  to 
reinstate  the  men  whom  we  believe 
were  unjustly  dealt  with,  but  has  gone 


a  step  further  by  boldly  throwing  de- 
fiance in  the  face  of  our  Union,  dis- 
charging Robt.  W.  Flynn,  chairman 
of  the  general  adjustment  board,  also 
D.  B.  Ike,  secretary,  and  John  J.  Can- 
non, an  active,  faithful  worker  for  the 
men  whom  he  represented.  As  we  go 
to  press,  Bro.  Hawley  and  Bro.  Harsh- 
barger  are  conferring  with  the  broth- 
ers in  Scranton. 

The  Grand  Lodge  officers  and  the 
brothers  on  the  Lackawanna  appreci- 
ate the  gravity  of  the  situation  and 
will  meet  the  issue  courageously,  and 
we  believe  in  next  month's  issue  we 
will  be  able  to  inform  the  membership 
that  our  brothers  on  the  Lackawanna 
have  been  reinstated. 


RACE  SUICIDE. 

In  reply  to  President  Roosevelt  in 
his  advocacy  of  large  families,  the  late 
Susan  B.  Anthony  had  this  to  say: 

"Look  about  you  in  any  large  city 
and  tell  me  if  you  notice  any  lack  of 
children.  The  streets  fairly  swarm 
with  them.  I  don't  know  of  a  city  in 
the  land  where  the  public  purse  is 
equal  to  providing  school  accommoda- 
tions. Everywhere  a  large  percentage 
of  children  are  forced  to  remain  out 
of  school  because  there  is  no  provi- 
sion for  them.  Today  the  children 
come  so  fast  that  boards  of  education 
cannot  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 

'The  big  family  idea  was  invented 
by  man  for  his  own  selfish  motives. 
Usually  the  father  of  a  large  family  is 
living  with  his  second  or  third  wife. 
Motherhood  has  worn  out  the  others. 
I  sometimes  almost  doubt  the  wisdom 
of  the  Almighty;  for.  if  He  had  in- 
tended woman  to  be  a  mere  propagat-. 
ing  machine  it  seems  to  me  that  hej 


Digitized  by 


Google 


793 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


ought  to  have  made  her  out  of  better 
and  more  enduring  stuff. 

"My  dear  friend,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cady 
Stanton,  once  told  me  that  she  had 
slaved  away  the  <best  years  of  her  life 
rearing  her  children.  She  had  six  liv- 
ing and  had  buried  several.  She  said 
that  for  twenty  years  she  had  not 
known  a  single  night  of  undisturbed 
rest. 

"I  say  that  the  mother  of  a  large 
family  Is  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  a 
physical  wreck.  One  child  usually 
satisfies  the  matrimonial  instinct; 
two,  or  certainly  three.  Beyond  that 
number  the  wife  becomes  a  mother 
under  protest.  Save  under  exceptional 
circumstances  a  large  family  cannot 
be  properly  cared  for  by  the  mother. 
Better  a  small  family  where  the  chil- 
dren are  healthy,  bright,  plentifully 
fed  and  adequately  clothed,  than  a 
large  family  neglected  and  un- 
schooled." 


DEATH  ROBS  BRO.  WELCH  Or 
MOTHER  AND  BROTHER. 

On  September  14th,  Margaret  Lang- 
don  Welch,  mother  of  our  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  passed  away  at 
her  home  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  after  a 
few  days'  illness,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-eight 

Our  Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
was  enroute  to  visit  his  mother  and 
had  got  as  far  as  Omaha  when  the  sad 
news  reached  this  office  announcing 
her  death. 

Bro.  Welch  was  communicated  witb 
and  he  hurried  to  Kansas  City  to  bury 
his  dear  old  mother,  whom  he  had 
hoped  to  meet  as  of  yore,  and  receive 
her  motherly  embrace,  but,  alas,  life  is 
so  fleeting  and  uncertain,  only  a  step 
from  the  cradle  to  the  tomb. 


Bro.  Welch  bnrted  his  mother  be- 
side his  father  In  the  family  plot  in 
Chariton,  la.,  Wednesday,  Sept  16th, 
and  while  the  intermeot  was  taking 
place  in  Iowa,  her  oldest  son  Jolrn  was 
being  laid  away  at  the  same  moment 
In  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  this  unknown 
to  Bro.  Welch  or  his  family. 

John  Welch  succumbed  to  an  attack 
of  typhoid  fever  in  St  Jos^h's  Hos- 
pital, Memphis,  Tenn.,  Sept.  13th. 

Requiescat  In  pace. 


LABOR  WINS  IN  BOYCOTT 
EIGHT. 

Through  a  decision  handed  down 
recently  by  District  Judge  Allen  In 
the  case  of  the  Thompson  Marble  Com- 
pany against  President  Gompers  and 
the  officers  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  fifty  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Denver  Building  Trades 
Council,  the  trade  unionists  gain  first 
blood  in  the  battle  being  waged  to 
secure  damages  from  the  union  men  in 
the  amount  of  |50,000  and  to  jail  some 
of  them  for  alleged  boycotting. 

Also  the  plans  of  George  C.  Mahley, 
attorney  for  the  marble  company,  to 
have  Gompers  and  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  declared  In  contempt 
of  court  for  failure  to  appear  before  a 
notary  public  suffered  complete  de- 
feat 

Papers  in  the  suit  In  tort  were 
served  on  Gompers,  John  Mitchell, 
John  B.  Lennon  and  James  Duncan  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  last 
week  when  they  came  to  Denver  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil and  appear  before  the  resolutions 
committee  of  the  Democratic  national 
committee.  As  soon  as  the  summonses 
were  served  Mahley  subpoenaed  the  la- 
bor leaders  to  appear  before  a  notary 
public  to  make  depositions  as  to  their 
knowledge  of  the  case.    On  advice  of 
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counsel  they  decided  to  Ignore  the  sub- 
poenaes  and  left  the  city. 

Judge  Allen  upheld  the  contention  of 
the  attorneys  for  the  labor  leaders  that 
they  were  not  compelled  tx)  make  depo- 
sitions in  a  ciyll  case  on  the  ground 
that  their  testimony  might  tend  to  in- 
criminate them  in  pr<^ecutions  pend- 
ing. 


NO  MENDICANT. 

One  of  the  saddest  and  most  pitiable 
examples  of  helplessness  lately  visited 
the  office  of  the  Joubnal  in  the  person 
of  James  McGowan,  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Iron  Moulders'  International 
Union.  Bro.  McGowan  has  lost  the  use 
of  both  arms,  but  rather  than  be  an 
object  of  charity,  this  worthy  brother 
is  striving  to  make  a  living  selling 
cigars  and  chewing  gum. 

Few  people  afflicted  as  Bro.  Mc- 
Gowan is  would  have  the  courage  to 
do  what  this  brother  is  doing  in  his 
absolutely  helpless  condition. 

Bro.  McGrOwan's  malady,  which  is 
one  of  a  few  on  record,  and  which  is 
one  of  the  examples  cited  in  medical 
encyclopedias,  was  brought  on  by  lift- 
ing on  a  piano.  A  strain  between  the 
shoulders  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  affliction,  which  is  known 
to  the  medical  profession  as  tetany. 

Bro.  McGowan  makes  his  home  at 
the  Riverside  Hospital,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
He  is  likely  to  sink  into  a  morbid 
spasm  at  any  time.  He*  carries  on  his 
person  directions  for  his  treatment, 
and  for  the  notification  of  his  friends. 

Outside  his  utter  helplessness,  Bro. 
McGowan  carries  letters  and  other 
documents  which  entitle  him  to  con- 
sideration and  anyone  patronizing  thi^ 
poor  unfortunate  feels  his  heart  throb 
in  consciousness  that  a  good  deed  has 
been  done. 


The  hand  of  the  toiler  is  the  world's 
friendly  helper. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harsiibarger. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  23,  1908. 
EnnoB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

There  has  been  considerable  said 
and  done  in  the  recent  past  as  a  result 
of  the  discharge  of  some  of  our  mem- 
bers by  the  D.  L.  &  W.  A  crew  was 
discharged  at  Buffalo  for  refusing  to 
work  an  engine  short-handed  and  an- 
other was  discharged  at  Port  Morris 
for  failure  to  resume  duty  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  supper  hour.  There 
has  always  been  more  or  less  dispute 
in  the  Buffalo  yard  as  regards  the 
working  of  engines  ^ort-handed  and. 
in  order  to  overcome  this,  at  a  con- 
ference held  the  latter  part  of  1905  be- 
tween the  representatives  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna and  the  Switchmen's  Union,  it 
was  mutually  agreed  and  thoroughly 
understood  that  during  the  life  of  the 
agreement  there  consummated,  all 
crews  working  in  the  Buffalo  yard, 
with  the  exception  of  pushers  working 
extra  and  elevator  engines,  were  to 
have  a  full  complement  of  men.  The 
superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  Division 
was  a  party  to  this  agreement,  yet  al- 
lowed its  provisions  to  be  broken  re- 
peatedly. The  men  bore  with  patience 
its  infraction  until  they  were  driven 
to  action  in  September,  1907.  At  this 
time  there  were  seventeen  engines 
working  shorthanded.  A  meeting  was 
called  and  the  committee  instructed  to 
notify  the  general  yardmaster  that 
after  a  given  time  the  men  would  re- 
fuse to  work  engines  short-handed.  The 
yardmaster  claimed  that  the  time 
alloted  for  the  filling  out  of  all  crews 
was  insuflElcient,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  available  switchmen,  and  asked  for 
an  extension  of  time,  after  which  a 
full  complement  of  men  was  assigned 
to  the  engines  specified  in  the  agree- 
ment until  July  1st,  1908.  On  this 
date  a  crew  started  to  work  short- 
handed  and  continued  in  their  duties 
making  up  manifest  or  fast  freight  for 
one  hour  and  twenty-five  minutes,  be- 
lieving that  the  crew  would  be  filled 
out  Having  performed  this  duty  the 
foreman  asked  the  yardmaster  if  he 
had  arranged  to  fill  out  the  crew.  He 
replied  that  he  had  not  and  could  not 
make  a  man.  The  foreman  then  told 
him  the  engine  would  have  to  go  in 
the  pit.  and  the  yardmaster  said,  all 
right,  in  the  pit  she  goes.    The  men 
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were  afterwards  given  a  hearing  and 
discharged  for  insubordination.  The 
case  was  taken  up  with  the  division 
superintendent,  and  from  him  with  the 
general  superintendent  with  the  view 
of  having  the  penalty  of  dismissal 
modified  to  that  of  suspension.  But  no 
argument  that  the  representatives  of 
tha  men  could  put  up  served  to  influ- 
ence the  officials  from  the  position  thac 
the  men  were  Justly  treated  and  would 
stand  discharged.  A  conference  was 
requested  with  the  president  of  the 
road,  who  replied  that  he  was  in  full 
possession  of  the  facts  in  the  case  and, 
as  he  sustained  the  superintendents  in 
their  action,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
the  proposed  conference.  It  was  then 
decided  by  the  general  committee  lo 
submit  the  matter  to  a  vote  of  the 
members  on  the  system.  The  com- 
mitteemen returned  to  their  respective 
points.  Some  called  meetings  at  which 
the  vote  was  taken,  while  others 
polled  the  yard.  At  a  set  date  they 
reconvened  in  the  city  of  Scranton 
and  counted  the  vote,  the  result  of 
which  showed  eighty  per  cent,  in  favor 
of  suspending  work  unless  the  dis- 
charged men  were  reinstated.  Again 
conferences  were  sought  with  Presi- 
dent Truesdale,  first  through  the  gen- 
eral superintendent  Clark,  second  by 
direct  communication,  and  third 
through  the  board  of  mediation  and 
conciliation.  All  of  these  courses  have 
failed  to  bring  about  desired  result, 
and  while  there  is  still  one  more  ap- 
peal that  could  be  made  to  adjust  the 
difficulty,  the  committeemen  have  de- 
cided .to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the 
members  on  the  system  for  further ' 
consideration.  On  Aug.  3d  the  general 
committee  adjourned,  pending  negotia- 
tions for  a  hearing  with  President 
Truesdale  through  the  board  of  media- 
tion and  conciliation.  The  committee- 
men reported  to  their  respective  offi- 
cials for  duty  and,  with  two  excep- 
tions, the  men  were  allowed  to  enter 
upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
Bros.  Cannon  of  Buffalo,  and  Flynn  of 
Scranton,  were  held  off  pending  a  set- 
tlement of  the  matter  at  issue.  The 
Switchmen's  Union  has  endeavored  in 
every  honorable  way  and  has  proven 
in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  gone,  its 
earnest  desire  for  peace  with  the  com- 
pany, that  the  great  cost  that  would 
necessarily  be  visited  upon  them,  the 
employes  and  the  public,  might  be 
averted.    Not  so  with  the  company,  for 


its  every  act  has  been  one  of  defiance 
and  "let  her  go,  Gallagher,"  no  matter 
what  the  consequences.  Time  will 
prove  the  error  and  stupidity  of  their 
course  in  the  event  the  switchmen  are 
forced  to  the  parting  of  ways.  The 
great  army  of  unemployed  has  played 
an  important  part  in  shaping  the  com- 
pany's position,  and  while  it  is  true 
that  plenty  of  men  can  be  found  at  a 
time  like  tJiis  who  would  readily  accept 
employment  with  a  compamy  whose 
employes  had  engaged  in  strike,  but 
what  kind  of  men  are  they?  Men  of 
truth,  honor  and  honesty,  even  in  this 
day  of  industrial  depression,  will  not 
accept  positions  at  the  sacrifice  of 
those  noble  and  manly  principles.  The 
man  who  takes  the  position  of  another 
involved  in  strike  in  defense  of  right 
and  Justice,  knows  in  his  heart  that 
a  wrong  is  being  committed,  and  he 
who  will  close  his  eyes  and  seal  hij 
heart  against  this  will  likewise  steel 
himself  in  the  commitment  of  other 
crimes  against  the  law  and  order  of 
our  government.  The  Lackawanna  sys- 
tem is  one  of  the  greatest  dividend-pay- 
ing corporations  in  the  country,  and 
there  is  no  use  denying  that  the  effici- 
ency and  moral  worth  of  its  employes 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  its 
financial  success.  Its  switchmen  an3 
well-groomed  in  the  performance  of 
their  duty,  steady,  sober,  efficient  and. 
above  all,  perfectly  honest  and  faith- 
ful to  every  duty  intrusted  to  their 
care.  They  want  what  they  work  for 
and  work  for  what  they  get  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  is  troubled 
less  with  pilfering  of  cars  than  any 
other  system  coming  under  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Eastern  Managers'  Asso- 
ciation, and  that  they  for  this  anJ 
many  other  reasons  should  always  be 
fair  and  Just  in  their  dealings  with 
their  employes.  We  will  endeavor 
earnestly  to  gain  this  by  peaceful  and 
orderly  measures  and,  failing,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  turbulence  and  disorder 
will  rest  with  the  company.  Wllh 
best  wishes  for  the  success  and  happi- 
ness of  all  the  brothers,  I  am, 

^Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
David  Habshbargeb. 


What  reason,  like  the  careful  ant, 
draws  laboriously  together,  the  wind 
of  accident  sometimes  collects  in  a 
moment. 
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Ludlow,  Ky. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Just  to  set  the  president  of  Royal 
Blue  Lodge  26  right,  I  will  state  that 
at  a  regular  meeting  of  Old  Kentucky 
Lodge  214  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  a 
motion  was  made  and  carried  to  call 
a  special  meeting  to  prepare  plans  and 
set  a  time  for  an  S.  U.  outing.  Lodge** 
Nos.  123,  113  and  26  were  to  be  invited 
to  this  special  meeting.  Previous  to 
this  time  I  visited  l^.  26  and  outlined 
our  plans.  Bro.  Quick  did  not  seem  to 
think  that  we  should  give  an  outing  at 
that  time,  as  the  unemployed,  unor- 
ganized switchmen  of  Cincinnati,  O.. 
were  giving  an  outing.  Special  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Sterling  Hall,  May 
20th,  1908.  There  were  present  at  this 
meeting,  over  which  I  presided,  repre- 
sentatives from  Lodges  Nos.  214,  113, 
123  and  26.  Bro.  Blackburn  of  No.  113 
was  secretary  of  this  meeting.  Motion 
was  made  and  carried  by  a  member  ot 
No.  123  that  we  give  an  outing,  no  date 
being  set;  date  to  be  left  to  the  gen- 
eral committee.  Motion  made  by  Bro. 
Blackburn  of  Lodge  No.  113  that  A.  L. 
Oantz  be  selected  as  generaf  chairman 
of  this  outing,  carried.  Motion  made 
by  No.  26  that  the  outing  be  postponed 
until  August  or  September,  and  that  a 
general  committee  be  selected  by  a 
vote  of  the  four  lodges  at  a  salary  of 
five  dollars  a  day,  was  lost.  Motion 
made  that  a  committee  wait  on  Lodge 
No.  26  at  their  next  regular  meeting 
and  ask  No.  26  to  select  a  chairman 
from*  their  lodge  to  represent  No.  26, 
as  No.  26*s  members  present  at  this 
meeting  claimed  they  had  not  had  time 
to  take  action  in  regard  to  this  outing 
at  a  regular  meeting,  was  carried. 
Special  meeting  adjourned  at  11  p 
m.,  after  No.  123  and  No.  113  had  se- 
lected   as    their   local   chairmen    Bro. 


Blackburn  of  No.  113  and  Bro.  Ste- 
phens of  No.  123.  The  first  Sunday  in 
June  the  general  committee,  A.  L. 
Gantz  of  No.  214,  J.  H.  Canfield  of  No. 
214,  Charles  Stevens  of  No.  123  and 
Bro.  H.  M.  Blackburn  of  No.  113  visited 
No.  26  and  informed  that  lodge  of 
having  set  a  date  for  outing,  the  place 
selected  being  Chester  Park  and  the 
date  July  11th.  Ten  thousand  tickets 
were  printed  and  each  lodge  was  ex- 
pected to  take  one-fourth  of  same  and 
dispose  of  them  at  ten  cents  each.  Mo- 
tion made  by  Bro.  A.  M.  Lehman  and 
carried,  that  No.  26  Join  Lodges  Nos. 
214,  113  and  123  in  this  outing  and  re- 
ceive one-fourth  of  the  proceeds.  Bro. 
Rolla  Quick  presided  at  this  meeting. 
Bro.  McKenna  was  elected  by  No.  26 
as  tneir  local  chairman. 

Well,  brothers,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
say  any  more  about  this  subject  as  all 
the  brothers  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  know 
that  it  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  all 
S.  U.  men  in  Cincinnati,  O.  I  had 
some  opposition,  but  opposition  is  my 
long  suit,  because  then  I  am  all  the 
more  determined. 

No.  214  is  gaining  more  members 
each  month. 

Our  worthy  president,  Frank  Koem- 
er  is  ill,  having  been  operated  on  for 
appendicitis  in  St  Elizabeth's  Hos- 
pital, Covington,  Ky. 

Bro.  Frank  Hills  of  No.  26  was  sud- 
denly killed  in  B.  &  O.  yards  on  Sun- 
day evening,  Sept.  13th. 

I  see  Bro.  Clyde  is  in  Indianapolis, 
stumping  for  Clyde  and  the  switch- 
men's party. 

Well,  hoping  this  will  hold  you  for  a 
while,  I  will  put  away  my  lamp,  as  I 
run  around  with  my  feet  on  the  ground 
all  night. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  L.  Gantz. 
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Galveston,  Tex. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  have  been  thinking  of  correcting 
a  long<5tanding  mistak-Q.  History  and 
geography  tell  us  that  Galveston  is  in 
Texas.  Well,  this  is  wrong,  for  Gal- 
veston is  three  or  more  miles  from 
Texan  mainland,  and  'steen  or  more 
miles  southeast  of  hell's  lower  comer. 
Galveston  is  no  more  like  Texas  Itian 
Arkansaw  is  like  kingdom  come.  Texas 
is  a  paradise  for  the  man  that  works, 
but  Galveston  is  no  place  for  working- 
men,  particularly  white  men  or  rail- 
road men.  There  are  about  four  and 
one-half  or  five  months  in  the  year 
when  work  may  be  obtained  here,  pro- 
vided you  have  the  personal  record  of 
an  angel.  When  the  cotton  crop  has 
been  marketed  nothing  remains  to  be 
done  but  talk  about  the  beautiful  sea 
wall  and  the  sea  breeze.  Now,  if  sea 
wall  and  sea  breeze  will  maintain  your 
avoirdupois  and  prevent  your  stomach 
from  thinking  that  your  throat  has 
been  cut,  come  to  Galveston.  If  you 
want  to  work  five  months  in  rain, 
slush  and  fog  only  to  find  yourself  out 
of  employment  seven  months  out  of 
twelve,  this  is  the  place  for  switchmen 
.  or  any  other  class  of  railroad  men  to 
'  come  who  wish  to  be  put  on  the  tramp 
in  the  early  spring. 

If  you  wish  to  pay  the  highest  price 
for  all  neceasties  of  Ife,  come  here. 
Milk  only  10  cents  a  quart,  and  one- 
third  water;  potatoes,  |1.50  to  %2  per 
50  pounds;  butter,  plenty  good  enough 
to  grease  a  wagon,  35  and  40  cents  a 
pound;  eggs,  30  and  35  cents  per 
dozen;  bacon,  22 1^  to  25  cents  a 
pound.  Rent  here  is  cheap.  You  can 
rent  a  house  in  Galveston  plenty  good 
enough  to  keep  a  horse  in  for  |25  to 
135  per  month,  and  you  pay  the  water 
tax,  11.50  per  month;  light,  |1.50  for 
fifteen  kilowatt  hours. 

Galveston  is  the  town  where  the 
negro  wears  the  silk,  and  the  poor 
white  trash  wear  the  rags.  A  negro 
cotton  jammer's  wages  are  40  to  60 
cents  per  hour;  switchmen's  wages, 
33  to  37  cents  per  hour.  In  summer, 
when  the  crop  is  all  moved,  the  switch- 
man must  move,  and  he  is  called  a 
boomer  and  tramp.  If  railroad  men 
wish  to  be  put  on  the  bum  and  become 
tramps,  come  to  Galveston.  My  i)er- 
sonal  advice  would  be  to  keep  strictly 
away  from  the  island  of  Galveston.    If 


you  are  bound  to  do  a  Robinson  Crusoe 
stunt,  try  and  select  some  other  island,^ 
this  is  no  place  for  you.  If  you  ever 
do  land  in  this  camp,  try  and  save 
money  enough  to  get  your  shoes  half- 
soled;  this  will  put  you  in  position  to 
walk  away  from  this  land  or  Island  of 
sand  and  hand-made  misery.  And  if 
you  have  any  hopes  of  getting  away 
alive,  start  before  the  mosquito  season: 
comes  on. 

All  this  may  sound  like  idle  talk,  but 
they  are  facts  Just  the  same,  and  I 
recommend  that  when  you  hear  a 
white  man  talking  about  coming  to 
Galveston,  swear  out  a  warrant  against 
him  and  have  him  sent  to  some  good 
crazy  house. 

Texas  is  the  greatest  State  In  the- 
Union,  but  Galveston  is  the  dumping- 
ground  of  sin,  sorrow,  sadness  and 
wretchedness  of  every  description. 
Nothing  thrives  here  but  negroes, 
dagoes  and  dogs.  I  personally  know 
railroad  men  here  who  would  have 
died  of  starvation  before  now  but  for 
the  sea  crabs,  fish  and  shrimps  they 
succeeded  in  cafching.  There  are 
white  folks  at  thds  very  moment  living 
in  huts  and  holes  in  the  sand  along 
the  beach  waiting  for  the  cotton  crop 
to  get  a  move  on. 

Now,  my  dear  brothers  of  the  S.  U.. 
leaving  all  Jokes  aside  and  in  all 
earnestness,  let  me  recommend  that 
all  railroad  men  keep  away  from  this 
God-forsaken  island.  If  you  have  an 
ambition  to  better  your  condition,  stay 
away  from  Galveston,  for  If  you  were 
to  die  here  you  would  have  to  climb- 
nine  flights  of  stairs  to  get  to  shake 
hands  with  Satan.  I  am  teiling  you 
this  for  your  benefit,  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  us  poor  devils  who  are  doomed 
to  remain  here  until  the  kind  angel 
of  Providence  comes  to  our  assist- 
ance.  Take  no  stock  in  the  Robinson 
Crusoe  story,  it  is  all  rot  We  poor 
sand  crabs  have  sampled  the  goods  to 
our  sorrow,  and  now  we  are  waiting 
for  the  causeway  to  be  built  so  we  can 
walk  away  from  our  negro  and  dago 
nei^bors.  We  will  be  seen  some  day 
marching  away  to  the  tune  of  barking 
doge  towards  the  main  land  of  the 
good  old  Lone  Star  State  to  the  land 
where  God's  sun  does  shine  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-flve  days  in  the  year. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  shoot  again  at  some  fu- 
ture date.  For  the  present  I  will  plug 
my  power  house.    You  and  the  broth- 
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ers  may  believe  me  or  not,  the  truth 
has  been  told.    I  remain,  as  ever. 
Yours  In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

John  Ox. 


Topeka,  Kans. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  did  not  see  anything  in  last 
month's  Journal  from  Lodge  No.  12, 
I  will  write  a  few  lines  to  help  our 
agent 

I  have  not  gone  to  work  yet  and  I 
expect  it  will  be  about  two  months 
before  I  will  be  able  to  step  on  tha 
footboard  because  of  injuries  received 
on  the  18th  day  of  March  by  stepping 
into  a  spring  frog  and  a  car  running 
over  my  leg.  But  I  am  improving  fast 
and  I  think  I  will  get  good  use  of  my 
limb  again.  I  am  limbered  up  now  in 
good  shape,  except  a  few  short  cords 
in  the  ankle.  I  can  walk  quite  a  dis- 
tance without  a  cane.  It  was  the  best 
of  nursing  and  surgical  treatment 
that  saved  my  leg.  I  want  to  thank 
the  switchmen,  each  and  every  one,  for 
the  kindness  shown  me  to  my  wife  and 
daughter  during  my  illness,  also  for 
the  beautiful  floral  offerings  I  received 
while  in  the  hospital.  I  also  want  to 
thank  the  roadmen  and  carmen  for 
the  kindness  shown  me,  and  maybe 
there  will  be  a  time  when  I  can  return 
my  sympathy  to  a  worthy  brother.  I 
also  want  to  thank  the  doctors  and 
nurses  for  the  kindness  shown  me 
while  in  the  hospital. 

Well,  as  far  as  I  know  at  this  writ- 
ing, all  members  of  No.  12  are  in  good 
health  and  working  hard. 

Bro.  McNeely,  wife  and  son  have  re- 
turned from  a  visit  to  Denver.  Hub- 
by is  as  happy  as  a  little  boy  with  a 
new  pair  of  boots  with  red  tops.  You 
know  how  it  is,  boys,  when  your  wife 
goes  off  and  leaves  you  for  a  while. 
Don't  things  look  different  around  the 
place  in  about  a  week?  Dishes  all 
dirty  and  nobody  to  talk  to  when  you 
come  home  in  the  evening,  even  the 
cat  won't  stay  around  to  sjrmpathize 
with  you. 

Well,  I  guess  that  is  enough  for  this 
time,  so  I  will  close  and  give  someone 
else  a  chance. 

Thanking  you  once  more,  one  and 
all,  I  am, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

John  H.  Fbldneb. 


Michigan  City*  ind. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  although  such  is 
the  fact,  that  it  required  a  visit  of  our 
worthy  Vice-President,  Bro.  Connors, 
to  stir  up  enough  energy  among  the 
members  of  No.  74  to  do  so  little  a  task 
as  to  write  a  few  words  for  the  little 
book  so  much  looked  for  each  month 
by  our  members,  and  will  venture  to 
say  that  one-half,  yes  two-thirds  of 
these  very  same  members  would  make 
an  awful  noise  if  they  did  not  receive 
their  Journal  regularly,  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  do  not  read  one-half  printed 
therein,  and  never  think  of  such  a 
thing  as  to  write  a  few  words  in  behalf 
of  No.  74. 

At  our  last  regular  meeting  we  met 
with  a  committee  representing  the 
'longshoremen  who  had  with  them  a 
letter  from  the  general  organizer  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
stating  that  he  would  like  to  get  all 
the  local  union  labor  organizations  of 
Michigan  City  together  and  hold  an 
open  meeting,  which  met  with  th^ 
approval  of  the  switchmen,  who  also 
appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
other  local  unions  and  arrange  for  a 
meeting  which  was  to  be  held  Sunday,. 
July  26th  in  Washington  Park,  the  use 
of  the  park  being  readily  granted  by 
the  mayor  of  the  city.  Our  worthy 
Vice-President  Connors  and  Bro.  Em- 
met T.  Flood  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  were  to  be  the  speakers, 
but  owing  to  the  intense  heat  the  meet- 
ing was  postponed  until  the  evening 
to  be  held  in  Conden's  Hall,  and  I  wane 
to  say  to  you,  brothers,  it  was  a  meet- 
ing that  will  long  be  remembered  by 
every  trade  unionist  that  was  lucky 
enough  to  be  present  Bro.  John  Hut- 
ton  of  No.  74,  acting  as  chairman, 
called  the  meeting  to  order  at  eight 
o'clock  and,  after  a  brief  speech,  intro- 
duced Bro.  Flood,  who  for  fully  an 
hour  had  the  strictest  attention  of  th*^ 
audience  to  one  of  the  best  labor  talks 
ever  heard  here  and  wound  up  amidst 
great  cheering.  After  order  was  re- 
stored Bro.  Conners  was  presented  to 
the  audience,  which  brought  forth  an- 
other round  of  cheers.  Being  unablp 
to  remember  his  speech  word  for  word, 
and  not  wishing  to  leave  out  any  part 
of  it  for  fear  of  not  giving  Bro.  Connors 
the  credit  due  him,  I  will  state  that 
which  will  be  sanctioned  by  all  who 
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have  ever  heard  him,  that  he  is  an 
orator  of  great  wit  and  ability.  Since 
this  meeting  great  interest  has  been 
taken  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  if 
this  does  not  find  its  way  to  the  waste- 
basket,  I  will  write  again. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Todd. 


Herington,  Kan. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  never  see  anything  in  the  Joubnai 
from  No.  82,  and  therefore  though  I 
would  write  a  letter  and  spend  two 
cents  for  a  postage  stamp  to  let  the 
brothers  know  that  are  scattered  all 
over  the  country  that  No.  82  is  still 
in  existence  and  keeps  her  Grand 
Lodge  dues  paid  up. 

Things  are  dull  here  and  I  don*t 
look  for  them  to  get  better  very  soon. 
I  see  where  one  brother  says  he  is  a 
switchman  and  belongs  to  No.  70.  The 
only  difference  between  him  and  me  is 
I  belong  to  No.  82  and  would  be  a 
switchman  if  I  had  a  job.  But  I  have 
been  out  of  a  job  so  long  that  I  am 
getting  to  be  afraid  of  an  engine,  after 
trying  for  twenty-flve  years  to  run  one 
down. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

H.  J.  Abterbubn. 


Coal  City,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  is  seldom  that  the  Joubnal  gets  a 
letter  from  No.  18,  but  this  time  we 
have  sad  news  to  report,  the  death  of 
a  friend  and  brother.  Thursday,  Aug. 
13th,  Bro.  Charles  Hayes,  while  work- 
ing on  the  E.,  J.,  E.  R.  R.  at  CJoal  City, 
III.,  was  fatally  injured  and  died  ou 
Friday  the  14th.  His  death  was  a 
shock  to  his  friends  and  brother 
switchmen,  by  whom  he  was  well 
liked  and  respected.  Star  of  Hope 
Lodge  No.  18  took  charge  of  the 
funeral  and  his  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Momence,  111.,  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery,  Momence  being  his  old 
home.  Bro.  Hayes  was  a  single  man 
and  boarded  with  the  family  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Fleming,  who  treated  him  as 
a  member  of  the  family  and  were  very 
kind  and  did  all  they  could  for  him 
during  his  last  hours.     He  apparently 


had  no  relatives,  except  one  brother, 
Frank  Hayes,  who  is  his  beneficiary, 
and  we  are  trying  hard  to  find  him. 
He  was  last  heard  from  in  Chicago  and 
was  said  to  be  a  member  of  the  Typo- 
graphical Union,  and  we  ask  the  aid 
of  our  brother  switchmen,  our  editor 
and  members  of  the  Typographical 
Union  in  uelping  us  find  him.  Any  in- 
formation concerning  Frank  Hayes, 
brother  of  Thomas  Hayes,  formerly  of 
Momence,  111.,  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  Star  of  Hope  Lodge  No.  18. 

Well,  brothers,  my  sad  duty  done  1 
lay  down  my  pen,  hoping  when  I  take 
it  up  again  I'll  not  have  to  send  yoa 
word  of  the  death  of  a  brother. 

I  will  get  into  clear,  for  I  see  Bro. 
Horan  coming  up  the  main  with  a  job 
for  the  laundry. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Peteb  Wallace. 


La  Salle,  III. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  have  been  side-tracked  for  some 
time,  so  I  will  try  to  get  In  service 
again  and  not  get  ru^y. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Bowers  is  anM>ng6t  us 
again  after  being  laid  up  several 
months  with  a  broken  leg  which  he 
received  while  performing  his  duty. 

Bro.  Wilson  is  about  to  take  his 
summer  vacation  and  is  going  to  De- 
troit; he  expects  to  see  a  lot  of  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  brothers  up  in  that  neck 
of  the  woods,  and  then  he  goes  to  In- 
dianapolis for  a  month  or  so. 

Bro.  P.  B.  Davis  has  returned  from 
a  very  pleasant  trip  through  the  west, 
and  has  some  wonderful  stories  to  tell 
about  those  mountoin  fish  he  caught 
while  out  there. 

Bro.  F.  A.  Bowers  has  returned  from 
a  homeseeker'e  trip  to  Texas  and  other 
southern  points. 

Bro.  Qoebel  has  been  in  the  country 
for  a  month.  It  looks  as  if  we  might 
lose  Bro.  Goebel  as  he  may  turn  out 
to  be  a  farmer. 

Bro.  Keenan  has  the  day  3^rd  mas- 
tership as  W.  H.  Altman  is  off  on  his 
summer  vacation. 

Well,  all  you  brotheps  wlio  have  let 
it  slip  your  mind  about  meetings,  just 
slick  up  a  little  on  Sunday  mominq 
and  sail  forth  with  a  smile,  and  head 
in  at  room  22  Neustadt  Building,  and 
see   the   fine   lodge   rooms  we   have. 
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Then  you  will  be  a  regular  attendant, 
and  this  is  what  we  want. 

This  is  one  thing  all  S.  U.  of  N.  A. 
men  ought  to  bear  in  mind:  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  is  gotten  up  for  their 
special  benefit,  and  ought  to  try  and 
get  to  meetings  as  it  looks  good'  to  see 
all  members  present-  and  having  a 
friendly  chat  after  meetings. 

What  would  you  do  if  it  was  not  for 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  around  here?  Just 
atop  and  think  what  this  means  to 
you.  one  and  all. 

What  has  it  done  and  what  do  yoti 
expect  in  the  future? 

Now  we  know  you  all  like  to  be  with 
us,  80  just  come  along  as  we  will  ex- 
tend our  hand  in  the  old-fashioned 
way  to  you,  and  then  you  will  have 
time  to  enjoy  a  good  dinner  after 
meetings. 

Business  at  this  point  has  not  re- 
sumed its  old  standard  by  any  means, 
as  the  mines  are  not  doing  a  great 
deal,  and  other  industries  don't  seem 
as  if  they  were  over-burdened  with 
orders.  But  let  us  hope  things  will 
look  better  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  Morris  engine  has  resumed 
work  at  that  point,  and  the  Seneca 
engine  does  Marselles  again,  leaving 
the  Ottowa  engine  in  Ottowa  all  day. 

A  great  storm  passed  this  point, 
doing  serious  damage  to  property,  but 
all  switchmen  were  in  luck  and  no 
damage  was  done  their  homes. 

The  rain  fell  in  torrents  and  the 
wind  blew  60  miles  per  hour,  as  regis- 
tered by  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  so 
one  can  imagine  how  it  blew. 

Tracks  were  flooded  and  the  yard 
looked  more  like  a  river  than  a  yard. 
In  places  water  was  three  and  four  feet 
deep,  but  it  did  not  take  long  after 
the  storm  for  it  to  recede  again  and 
business  was  resumed  after  the  debris 
was  removed  from  tracks.  One  watch- 
man nearly  lost  his  life,  leaving  hie 
tower  and  reaching  the  street  when  It 
blew  over,  completely  wrecking  it 
A  switch  engine  did  a  30-minute  stunt 
pulling  it  to  clear  main  lines. 

Bro.  Davis  is  working  hard  and 
earnestly  of  late  to  win  a  prize  from  the 
Grand  Lodge.  How  are  you  coming, 
Bro.  Davis,  have  you  succeeded?  May 
your  work  be  successful,  and  this  may 
wake  up  some  of  the  brothers  who  have 
been  in  their  long  dream. 

No.  173  expects  to  place  on  the 
boards  in  the  near  future  a  minstrel 
show,  as  we  have  enough  good  stock 


for  this  to  take  well,  and  we  have 
some  fine  actors  in  this  lodge.  So  let 
us  all  work  to  make  this  a  grand  suc- 
cess, and  let  the  people  know  what  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  can  do. 

Night  men  have  been  having  troubles 
of  their  own,  as  things  seem  to  go 
against  them  in  their  hard  fight  to 
keep  the  wheels  of  commerce  on  the 
move,  and  are  handicapped  for  room 
as  a  result  of  surplus  cars,  while  we 
read,  the  papers  tell  us,  there  will  be 
a  shortage  of  cars  this  fall,  so  let's 
hope  for  better  times  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

The  pink  book  ought  to  be  read  from 
cover  to  cover  by  all  switchmen,  as 
there  is  very  good  reading  in  it. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  so  much 
correspondence  from  Joubnal  agents 
as  of  old.  What  is  the  matter,  have 
they  all  closed  shop,  or  have  they  been 
laid  up  like  m3rself?  Well,  I  guess  I 
have  taken  up  considerable  space,  but 
it  has  been  some  time  since  No.  173 
has  put  in  her  appearance. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Flat  Wheel. 


St.  Paul,  Mich. 

EnrroR  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Today  September's  Jotjbnal  put  in 
its  appearance  without  a  letter  from 
No.  31,  so  to  let  the  members  and 
readers  of  the  Journal  know  what  has 
happened  in  St.  Paul  since  last  spring 
I  am  going  to  have  a  letter  in  the 
October  issue. 

We  had  quite  a  run  of  hard  luck,  a 
good  many  of  our  brothers  being  out 
of  work,  making  It  necessary  for  us 
to  carry  a  good  many  of  them,  which 
left  a  big  hole  in  our  treasury.  A 
number  of  our  brothers  were  injured, 
and,  as  we  pay  an  injury  benefit,  this 
was  another  drain  on  our  treasury. 

But  things  are  picking  up,  and  the 
old  men  are  all  getting  back  to  work, 
although  things  are  not  what  they 
were  in  years  past,  this  time  of  the 
year. 

Bro.  Charles  E.  Liggett  of  the  G.  N. 
Railway  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  right  hand  above  the  wrist  and 
received  fatal  injuries.  Right  here  let 
me  compliment  the  Grand  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  on  the  promptness  with 
which  he  adjusted  Bro.  Liggett'e  dis- 
ability claim.  Six  days  from  the  time 
his  proof  papers  left   St.   Paul,  Bro. 
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Taylor  received  his  check  for  |1,200. 

Some  of  you  take  notice  of  this:* 
Bro.  Sam  Melander  died  the  17th  day 
of  June,  from  acute  tuberculosis,  and 
as  Bro.  Melander  was  not  a  member 
one  year  his  claim  could  not  be  paid. 

A  funny  thing  happened  here  last 
month.  Two  or  three  feeble-minded 
S.  U.  men  were  running;  around  with 
an  organizer  for  the  Trainmen  trying 
to  organize  a  lod^  for  yard  men.  The 
reception  they  got  from  Btoa,  Pat  Har- 
rington and  Jake  Hames  took  the  kink 
out  of  them.  As  it  looks  here  now, 
the  cause  is  a  dead  one. 

Bro.  Mike  Needham  received  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  representa- 
tiye  to  the  legislature,  and  as  the  ward 
is  about  equally  divided,  Bro.  Need- 
ham  etande  a  good  show  of  being 
elected.  £>very  switchman  in  St.  Paul 
is  going  to  h^p  Mike  along  on  elec- 
tion day.  Here  is  hoping  he  wins,  for 
we  know  he  will  make  good. 

A  young  switchman  put  in  his  ap- 
pearance at  Bro.  Feeney's  house.  The 
stork  is  going  to  be  busy  for  some 
time  among  our  members. 

Pride  of  the  Northwest  Lodge  No.  5 
Ladles'  Auxiliary  gave  a  card  party  at 
their  hall  on  the  9th.  Refreshments 
were  served. 

Bro.  Heberling  paid  us  a  visit,  which 
was  a  surprise  to  us.  Next  time  let 
us  know  when  you  are  coming,  Sam, 
and  we  will  have  a  larger  attendance. 

Hoping  to  see  a  letter  from  some  of 
our  members  soon,  I  remain,  P. 


Rock  Island,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal  : 

Well.  Bro.  E>Mtor,  No.  133  is  quite 
busy  these  day?.  We  held  a  picnic  last 
month  which  netted  us  quite  a  neat 
sum  and  likewise  a  good  time.  Labor 
Day  we  made  our  initial  appearance  in 
the  Labor  Day  parade  and  made  quite 
a  showing,  but  will  do  better  next 
time.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a 
basket  picnic  for  the  switchmen  and 
their  families,  at  which  we  celebrated 
our  eighth  .birthday.  We  have  done 
fairly  well  in  membership  during  the 
hard  times;  but  business  is  picking 
up  and  soon  our  membership  will,  as 
we  have  a  number  of  new  ones  here, 
for  quite  a  bunch  was  let  go  when 
the  i^Bduction  of  force  came,  and  they 
will  never  get  back  under  the  officials 
now  in  office  here.     But  it  may  be  a 


good  lesson  to  some  to  know  that 
there  is  a  limit  even  to  the  grievance 
committee's  power. 

Well,  Bro.  EMitor,  I  will  close  hoping 
that  every  S.  U.  man  will  vote  for  the 
interest  of  our  organization  and  also 
himself  and  family,  so  when  the  elec- 
tion is  over  we  can  say  we  did  our 
best.        Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P.. 

OsGAB  Bill. 


St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Brothers  and  sisters  throughout  this 
great  and  glorious  country.  I  want  to 
Inform  you  that  St.  Louis  is  still  full 
of  switchmen,  and  if  you  don't  believe 
me  Just  ask  someone  who  attended  the 
picnic  Sunday,  Sept.  13th,  given  under 
the  auspices  of  St.  Louis  Lodge  No.  37, 
Success  Lodge  No.  134,  and  Abraham 
Lincoln  Lodge  No.  54.  at  Normandy 
Grove.  Well,  I  brieve  everyone  who 
attended  was  well  pleased.  The  music 
was  good,  and  the  baseball  game  be- 
tween the  Terminal  and  'Frisco  clerks, 
with  six  innings  of  hard  battling  for 
the  prize,  ended  with  a  victory  for  the 
Terminals,  with  a  score  of  6  to  20, 
Everyone  enjoyed  the  game  hugely, 
and  there  were  some  very  warm  root- 
ers in  the  crowd. 

After  the  ball  game  the  races  started 
and  were  pulled  ofT  to  the  entire  satis- 
flaction  of  everyone  interested.  There 
were  14  races  on  the  program,  witii 
elegant  prizes  for  all.  Bro.  Christman 
won  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  lOO-yard  dash, 
and  carried  away  an  order  for  a  fine 
pair  of  trousers.  Sister  Alice  McCarthy 
captured  the  prize  for  the  50-yard  dash 
for  ladies  of  the  auxiliary  to  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.,  and  smilingly  accepted  an 
order  for  an  emblem  of  the  L.  A.  She 
had  to  go  some  to  win  it,  as  Sister  Nell 
Cherry  tied  her  in  the  first  heat  and 
was  neck  and  neck  with  her  In  the 
final,  when  something  went  wrong 
with  Sister  Cherry's  running  gear  and 
she  came  out  about  a  nose  behind. 
There  were  races  for  trainmen,  yard 
masters,  conductors,  englnemen,  and 
yard  clerks,  also  races  for  the  ladies' 
auxiliaries  to  the  above-mentioned 
orders.  All  participated  in  their  re- 
spective races,  and  each  winner  was 
presented  with  a  prize.  The  rest  of 
the  evening  was  spent  in  dancing,  eat- 
ing and  merry-making.  I  believe  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that  the  picnic  was  a 
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decided  euoceas  in  spite  of  tlie  many 
obstacles  thrown  in  tlie  way  of  the 
committee.  The  committee  was  com- 
posed of  George  Crowell,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Lodge  No.  54;  S.  Jacobs  and  W. 
A.  Wllmot,  Success  Lodge  No.  134,  H. 
A.  Hartley,  P.  J.  Flynn  and  Giant 
Hammond,  Lodge  No.  37,  who  extend 
their  many  thanks  to  the  members  in 
general  for  their  hearty  support  and 
<io-operation  in  this  latest  event — ^first 
grand  reunion  and  picnic  of  the  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.  Lodges  Nos.  37,  134  and  54— 
and  long  may  it  be  remembered.  In 
conclusion  I  wish  to  add  that  we  also 
thank  the  many  ladies  of  the  auxiliary 
who  were  present  and  helped  in  no 
small  way  to  make  the  picnic  a  suc- 
•cess.  That's  all  for  the  grand  reunion 
and  picnic. 

A  sad  misfortune  befell  one  of  our 
brothers  of  Success  Lodge  No.  134  last 
month.  Bro.  Otto  Knowles  lost  one  of 
his  feet  while  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties  in  the  Breemen  avenue 
yards.  Bro.  Knowles,  while  having 
such  an  unlucky  accident,  was  also 
lucky  inasmuch  as  his  life  was  spared 
and  in  having  his  dues  paid  promptly 
up  to  date,  therefore  entitling  him  to 
participate  in  the  beneficiary  depart- 
ment to  the  amount  of  |1,200.  Let 
this  be  one  more  warning  to  you 
l)rothers  who  are  so  neglectful  in  keep- 
ing your  dues  paid  up. 

Bro.  J.  B.  Connors,  International 
SecoDd  Vice-President,  was  with  us 
for  a  few  days  last  month,  and  cheered 
the  boys  up  a  little.  Bro.  Connors  al- 
ways leaves  good  results  behind  him. 

This  will  be  all  for  this  time.  I  have 
been  laying  off  for  the  past  two  issues, 
hut  now  as  there  is  more  room  in  the 
Journal,  I  think  I  will  try  to  think  up 
something  to  write  every  month. 

Oh.  I  forgot  to  say  that  our  worthy 
president,  Tom  Nester,  laid  off  and 
came  to  the  picnic,  and  when  he  saw 
so  many  worthy  brothers  there  he 
looked  as  proud  as  a  peacock. 

Good-bye,  with   good  wishes  to  all 
13.  U.  men  and  the  L.  A.  also,  I  am 
Grant  Hammond. 


S.  Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

No  doubt  a  great  many  of  you  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  Jamei! 
Mills  Lodge  No.  17,  is  a  little  remise 
in  its  communication,  but  although  we 
are  still  on  the  job  and  making  good 


in  tne  way  of  increasing  our  member- 
ship, we  are  putting  them  over  slow 
but  sure. 

Business  on  the  C,  L.  &  E.  R.  R.  is 
rather  slow  at  present,  but  from  pres- 
ent indications  will  pick  up  in  the  near 
future. 

I  must  say  I  am  very  much  pleased 
at  the  interest  the  boys  took  in  getting 
in  line  Labor  Day,  and  I  sincerely  hops 
they  will  continue  to  take  the  same 
amount  of  interest  in  getting  some  of 
their  fellow  switchmen  in  the  lodge 
ranks.  There  is  nothing  like  per- 
severence,  boys,  so  stick  until  you 
land  them. 

Bro.  Charles  Avis  has  discontinued 
his  vocation  as  switchman  and,  I 
understand,  taken  up  farming  in  South 
Dakota.  I  trust  Bro.  Avis  will  be  suc- 
cessful in  his  rural  life  and  find  that 
tilling  the  soil  is  as  profitable  as  herd- 
ing box  cars.  I  must  not  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  "The  Bulls"  also  contem- 
plate going  to  South  Dakota  some  time 
next  month  for  a  few  days  to  look 
after  their  interests  there.  As  a 
great  many  of  the  South  Chicago  em- 
ployes are  working  at  Gary,  Ind.,  and 
are  under  extra  expense  as  well  as  in- 
convenience in  transportation,  a  com- 
mittee of  switchmen  and  engineers 
waited  on  superintendent  Kirk  to  as- 
certain if  it  were  possible  to  secure 
or  have  a  scheduled  train  to  convey 
employes  to  and  fro,  but  we  met  with 
his  disapproval. 

Bro.  T.  Bogucki,  who  was  seriously 
injured  some  time  ago,  from  last  re- 
ports is  improving  rapidly  and  hopes 
to  be  among  us  soon. 

Windy. 


Chicago,  in. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  am  very  thankful  to  the  brothers 
of  the  Switchmen's  Union  of  North 
America  for  the  return  of  tickets. 
Some  of  the  brothers  have  sent  their 
tickets  back,  but  there  are  about  forty 
or  fifty  lodges  that  have  not  made  any 
reply,  and  some  of  them  doubted  my 
word,  and  they  are  the  ones  that  are 
holding  the  tickets  back.  For  the  bene- 
fit of  the  brothers  I  will  say  that  the 
umbrella  was  disposed  of  and  one  of 
the  outside  lodges  won  it,  and  the 
ticket  is  not  paid  for  or  returned. 

S.  A.  Young, 
President  Lodge  No.  19,  8.  U.  of  N.  A 
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Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Once  more  I  ask  your  patience  to 
bear  with  my  few  words,  which  I  will 
cut  shori,  as  I  do  not  want  to  use  all 
your  valuable  time  listening  to  me. 

I  wish  to  tell  the  brothers  that  Au- 
burn Park  Lodge  No.  208  is  still  grow- 
ing. We  are  getting  two  or  three  mem- 
bers each  month,  and  if  this  continues 
we  will  be  able  to  assist  Pat*s  boys  in 
securing  their  schedule  with  the  Belt 
Railway  of  Chicago. 

I  wish  to  report  the  death  of  Bro 
Dan  Ferguson,  who  had  been  sick  and 
of  feeble  mind  for  the  past  fifteen 
months.  Bro.  Ferguson  leaves  a 
widow  and  three  small  children  and  a 
host  of  friends,  by  all  of  whom  he  was 
beloved. 

Business  is  much  better  on  the  Belt 
the  last  month  or  so,  and  I  am  only 
sorry  it  is  not  what  it  was  about  a 
year  ago,  so  we  would  have  some 
chance  of  getting  that  six  cents  which 
we  should  have  had  two  years  ago. 
But  I  suppose  if  we  ask  for  it  again 
the  men  with  the  money  will  drag  and 
the  country  go  on  the  hog,  and  they 
will  charge  it  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  So 
enough  about  the  "dough." 

I  will  extend  you  all  an  invitation 
to  attend  our  annual  ball  Thursday 
evening,  at  Auburn  Hall,  Seventy- 
ninth  and  Lowe  avenue.  I  assure  you 
all  a  pleasant  time,  as  our  committee, 
with  Bro.  J.  S.  Robertson  as  chairman, 
cannot  be  equalled  In  getting  up  an  en- 
tertainment of  this  kind,  as  Bro.  Rob- 
ertson is  a  peach  when  it  comes  to 
waltzing  around  with  Nellie.  He  is 
assisted  by  Bros.  McMahon,  E.  J. 
O'Neil,  Bates  and  Spence,  with  Bro. 
Barrett  as  treasurer,  all  young  men 
who  are  capable  of  entertaining  those 
who  have  a  half  dollar  to  purchase  a 
ticket.  I  hope  to  see  my  old  friend 
Bro.  White  present  on  this  •ccasion, 
as  there  will  be  a  number  of  cabooses 
decorated,  but  with  such  small  plat- 
forms that  his  weight  and  height  will 
not  permit  him  to  catch  on.  I  also 
hope  to  see  Bro.  M.  J.  Boyle  present, 
as  he  does  not  let  any  dust  gather  on 
the  floor.  Before  saying  good  night,  I 
wish  to  say  to  all  the  brothers  who 
will  be  close  to  our  town  on  Thanks- 
giving Eve,  to  pay  us  a  visit.  It  will 
cost  you  only  fifty  cents,  and  money  re- 
funded to  any  person  who  does  not 
enjoy    a    night's    entertainment.      So, 


with  best  wishes  to  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  I  am. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

bUlNEOAX. 


Bro.  Ben  Jacobsen  of  Lodge  No.  196, 
Rock  Island,  111.,  writes  that  business 
is  picking  up  on  the  C,  R.  I.  ft.  P.  Ry. 
and  probably  a  few  brothers  might 
find  employment  at  Rock  Island  and 
Davenport 


Time  to  Think. 

It  is  time  to  pause  for  a  little  while 
And  think  of  the  slender  child  who 
slaves 
Because  some  woman   would   live  in 
style, 
Or  because  of  riches  that  some  man 
craves; 
It  is  time  to  think  of  the  shameful 
cost. 
For  never,  as  long  as  the  rivers  run. 
Can  the  precious  youth  which  is  being 
lost 
Be  given  back  to  the  cheated  one. 

It   is  time  to  think  of  the  sin  and 
shame 
On  which  we  have  turned  our  backs 
too  long; 
Think  not  that  you  shall  be  free  from 
blame 
Because  you  are  busy  and   see  no 
wrong; 
It  is  time  to  think  of  the  rights  they 
lack 
Who  are  robbed  for  gains  that  the 
gorged  demajid, 
Of  the  youth  that  can  never  be  given 
back, 
As  long  as   the  patient   hills  may 
stand. 

It  is  time  to  listen  to  them  that  cry 
For  the  childhood  which  they  have 
never  known; 
It  Is  time  to  cease  from  hurrying  by 
Where    they    give    the    souls    that 
should  be  their  own; 
It  is  time  to  reach  with  a  saving  hand, 
It   is   time   to  cease   to   be   uncon- 
cerned; 
For  never  while  winds  blow  o*er  the 
land 
Can  a  day  of  their  childhood  be  re- 
turned. 

— S.    E,    Riser,    in    Chicago    Record- 
Herald, 
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St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Every  month  I  pick  up  the  Joxtbnal 
and  am  disappointed  in  not  finding 
some  letter  from  St.  Louis.  "Shorty" 
writes  once  in  a  while.  It  has  been  a 
long  time  since  Bro.  Wilmot  favored 
us,  but  "Cherry"  seema  to  have  for- 
gotten us  entirely.  However,  we  will 
have  to  forgive  her,  as  I  think  she  and 
Sister  Hartley  have  botli  been  very 
busy  lately  planning  their  pretty  new 
homes  which  have  just  been  oom> 
pleted,  and  they  are  now  authorities 
on  everything  used  in  t^ie  building 
line. 

The  auxiliary  here  has  not  been  add- 
ing many  new  members  lately,  and  the 
attendance  at  meetings  has  fallen  off 
considerably,  but  we  trust  when  the 
cooler  weather  comes  the  sisters  will 
attend  more  regularly. 

The  plan  which  our  worthy  Grand 
Mistress  and  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  mentioned  In  September 
Joxtbnal  should  result  in  much  rivalry 
between  the  lodges  as  to  who  can  do 
the  best  by  the  first  of  the  year,  and 
I  hope  many  members  may  be  added 
to  our  roster.  We  have  prospects  of 
several  new  members  and  know  that 
we  are  going  to  try  to  get  In  the  run- 
ning for  some  of  those  prizes. 

We  were  all  sorry  to  hear  of  Bro. 
Otto  Knowles  losing  his  right  foot;  he 
is  getting  along  as  well  as  can  be  ex- 
pected. 

The  Joint  picnic  held  by  S.  U.  Lodges 
Nos.  37.  134  and  54  at  Normandy 
Grove,  Sept.  IS-th,  proved  a  decided 
success,  even  If  It  was  on  the  13th. 
Everyone  had  a  fine  time.  There  were 
races  of  all  kinds,  and  for  all  kinds, 
S.  U.  members,  yardmasters,  firemen, 
engineers,  and  the  ladies'  auxiliaries 
of  all  the  lodges,  a  ball  game  between 
the  yard  clerks  of  the  Terminal  and 
'Frisco,  dancing,  throwing  at  the  nig- 
ger babies^  and  many  other  attractions, 
and  the  day  was  an  Ideal  one.  I  feel 
sure  that  "Shorty"  will  write  and  tell 


you  all  about  the  picnic,  so  I'll  leave 
the  rest  unsaid,  knowing  he  can  do  the 
honors  nicely. 

We  are  to  start  our  euchres  again, 
which  were  enjoyed  very  much  last 
winter.  The  first  one  will  be  at  our 
hall  on  Sept.  25th,  and  we  expect  to 
have  a  good-sized  crowd,  after  which 
they  will  probably  be  held  at  the  mem- 
bers' homes.  Qur  worthy  mistress, 
Mary  Calhoun,  has  Just  returned  from 
an  extended  trip  visiting  relatives  at 
Grlggsvllle,  111.  Sister  Smith  and 
Sister  Ratsford  are  both  visiting  in 
Elmlra,  N.  Y.  Sister  Cherry  si>ent  a 
week  In  Saginaw,  Mich.,  at  a  conven- 
tion, and  several  more  of  the  members 
have  had  pleasant  vacations.  We  are 
more  than  glad  to  have  Sister  Louise 
Toler  back  in  9t.  Louis,  we  missed  her 
very  much  from  meetings  as  she  was 
one  of  the  most  regular  attendants  we 
ever  had.  We  are  hoping  her  little 
daughter,  Ruth,  our  mascot,  will  bring 
us  good  luck  by  her  return. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  the  S.  U. 
members  and  the  L.  A.,  I  am. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Peggy. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

EnrroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  has  been  a  long,  long  time  since 
you  have  heard  a  word  from  me,  but 
not  having  heard  of  my  demise  you 
must  have  surely  expected  to  hear 
from  me  sometime  in  the  future,  so 
here  goes. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  In  our 
order  is  a  better  appreciation  of  its 
prineiples.  We  must  teach  by  precept 
and  example.  To  be  true  members  of 
the  Ladles'  Auxiliary  we  must  possess 
moral  virtue  and  exemplify  In  our  own 
lives  the  teachings  of  our  obligation. 
We  should  speak  no  evil  of  anyone. 
Our  vows  bind  us  closer  to  a  sister  or 
brother  than  to  others,  but  let  us  purge 
ourselves  with  God's  hysop  and  be 
clean  from  gossip  and  unjust  speaking. 
Let  us  bridle  our  tongues  and  put  a 
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seal  upon  our  lips  that  we  may  not 
speak  unkindly  or  untrue  of  others. 
Unjust  criticisms  are  personal  arrows 
carrying  with  them  the  venom  of  a 
mean  and  detestable  character.  Don't 
criticize,  but  be  charitable;  do  not 
spend  your  time  In  Idle  gossip,  but 
rather  In  words  of  praise.  Surely 
herein  lies  the  secret  of  the  success, 
growth  and  far-reaching  Influence  of 
our  order.  Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox— you 
have  all  read  her  sayings— has 
summed  up  these  virtues  In  the  follow- 
ing lines: 

The  highest  culture  is  to  speak  no  ill; 
The  best  reformer  is  the  one  whose 

eyes 
Are  quick  to  see  all  beauty  and  all 

worth, 
And  by  his  own  dlsdreet.  well-ordered 

life 
Alone  reproves  the  erring. 
When  thy  gaze  turns  on   thine  own 

soul,  then  be  most  severe. 
But  when  it  falls  upon  a  fellow-man 
Let  kindliness  control  it,  and  refrain 
From    that    bellittling    censure    that 

springs  forth 
From  comjnon   lips  like  weeds  from 

marshy  soil. 
Let  us  all  strive  for  this  high  ideal 
in  our  dally  lives,  remem-bering  that 
superiority  of  character  and  life  can- 
not be  hidden,  and  may  we  each  guard 
ourselves  above  petty  gossip,  and  by 
our  actions  so  prove  our  knowledge  of 
the  true  meaning  of  our  motto.  Unity, 
Honor  and  Justice,  for  what  God  wants 
of  us  is  that  outstretching  bigness 
that  ignores  alll  Jlttleness  of  aim  or 
lives  or  creeds,  and  clasps  all  earth 
and  heaven  in  its  em'brace. 

I  have  been  watching  with  much 
Interest  the  letters  from  our  sister 
lodges,  and  enjoy  them  very  much 
indeed.  And  how  proud  we  should  be 
of  Tessie:  she  never  falls  us.  I  guess 
I  had  better  stop  here  and  give  some 
one  else  a  chance  to  have  his  letter 
printed.  But  let  me  urge  all  to  be 
careful  and  truthful  in  recommending 
applicants.  No  harm  will  come  from 
it.  Truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail. 
Wishing  all  L.  A.  lodges  and  also 
the  brothers  success,  I  beg  to  remain, 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Bessie. 


We  know  the  truth  not  only  by 
the  reason  but  also  by  the  heart. — 
Pascal. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Editob  Switchiocn's  Joubnal: 

Having  been  at  rest  for  some  time, 
I  will  again  try  my  hand.  As  I  did  not 
see  my  last  letter  in  the  Joubnai^  I 
thought  perhaps  I  got  too  personal,  or 
Bro.  Cassidy  may  have  thought  I  was 
airing  a  grievance.  Be  that  as  It  may, 
Bro.  Cassidy  will  have  to  say  why 
when  I  see  him  again,  and  I  am  fully 
aware  that  the  woman  with  a  griev- 
ance is  looked  upon  as  a  bore,  and  f 
don't  want  to  shine  in  that  light.  I 
don't  want  to  be  known  as  a  knocker 
or  a  kicker.  Nevertheless,  I  am  growl- 
ing about  something  all  the  time,  aint 
I?  But  when  one  hears  such  remarks 
as,  "I  do  not  intend  to  go  to  lodge  in 
the  future,  Sister  So-and-so  is  running 
things  to  suit  herself,  so  I  will  stay 
home,"  or  "I  won't  Join  while  So-and- 
so  belongs."  Sisters  who  indulge  in 
remarks  of  this  kind  are  poor,  weak 
mortals  and  will  never  make  a  success 
of  anything,  nor  let  anyone  else  do 
much  without  growling  at  him  all  the 
time.  They  make  failures  of  them- 
selves and  then  they  are  Jealous  of  an- 
other who  Is  an  earnest  worker  and 
who  has  given  time  and  talent  to  make 
his  or  her  lodge  a  success.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  members  are  always  with 
the  earnest  one  who  possesses  ability 
to  present  his  ideas  in  an  earnest  way 
so  clearly  that  they  are  accepted.  An 
earnest  member  alwajrs  gets  more  or 
less  kicks,  not  from  the  majority,  only 
from  the  minority,  the  growlers  who 
are  always  ready  to  find  fault,  and 
drop  from  the  roster,  or  remain  home 
and  never  attend  while  So-and-so  runs 
the  lodge.  The  earnest  men  or  women 
are  the  successful  ones  in  all  organ- 
izations, and  they  who  are  thoroughly 
In  earnest  their  efforts  will  be  crowned 
with  success.  The  importance  of  being 
in  earnest  is  a  thoughtful  subject  for 
men  and  women.  We  all  love  earnest 
people,  and  when  we  look  upon  a  suc- 
cessful lodge  we  see  them  earnestly 
imbued  with  the  Importance  of  the 
work  they  essay  to  do,  or  the  cause 
they  espouse.  With  men  and  women 
who  are  in  earnest  at  the  head  of 
lodges,  or  on  committees,  they  will 
always  be  successful.  Earnest  people 
always  have  the  courage  to  speak  out 
their  convictions.  We  all  ^tospise  a 
coward  who  is  always  Teady  to  go  with 
the  crowd,  that  speaks  most  vulgar,  or 
yells  the  loudest.     They  are  like  the 
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quiyering  leaf  of  the  aspen  tree,  ready 
to  be  driven  in  all  directions  before 
the  wind.  E>ame6t  people  are  con- 
trolled by  one  idea,  determination  to 
overcome  every  obstacle  and  rise  above 
every  difficulty.  The  earnest  man 
espouses  the  cause  of  right  and  Justice, 
and  stands  firmly  against  oppression, 
though  he  stands  alone.  We  should  all 
try  and  remember  our  obligation,  and 
endeavor  to  never  utter  a  word  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  uncomplimentary 
to  anyone,  or  to  do  anything  that 
would  shut  out  one  ray  of  sunshine 
and  happiness  from  the  life  of  another. 
These  are  the  principles  of  our  beauti- 
ful initiatory  service,  and  .should  be 
practiced  in  our  daily  lives,  each  to 
the  other.  The  loving  word,  the  kindly 
act,  the  giving  of  self  for  the  good  of 
others,  these  are  always  rewarded.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  scatter  flowers  and  sun- 
shine in  the  pathway  of  our  sisters  and 
brothers  while  we  Journey  here  to- 
gether, for  we  know  not  how  soon  the 
dark  clouds  may  gather  around  us,  and 
we  may  need  the  sweet  and  comforting 
words  of  others  ourselves. 

Trusting   this    does    not    reach    the 
waste  basket,  and  wishing  success  to 
all  L.  A.  lodges,  also  to  the  S.  U.,  I  am. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Bessie. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  the  ladies  appointed  me  Journal 
agent  for  Poppy  Lodge  No.  25,  I  will 
try  to  do  my  duty.  Our  lodge  is  get- 
ting along  very  nicely,  although  we 
haven't  taken  in  any  new  members  re- 
cently, but  we  have  hopes  of  doing  bet- 
ter in  the  future. 

Sister  Evans  gave  a  birthday  party 
to  Bro.  Evans  last  Thursday  evening, 
and  the  evening  was  spent  very  pleas- 
antly. Sister  Evans  has  a  fine  grapho- 
phone  which  we  all  enjoyed  listening 
to  very  much.  She  also  had  plenty  of 
good  things  to  eat  and  drink,  and  I 
must  say  she  can  make  the  best  potato 
salad  I  ever  ate,  and  I  think  the  crowd 
would  agree  with  me.  We  all  had  a 
fine  time  and  wish  Bro.  ESvans  many 
more  happy  birthdays. 

Sister  King  entertained  the  Poppy 
Club  the  last  Thursday  in  July,  and 
Sister  Wheeler  the  last  Thursday  in 
this  month,  and  they  both  certainly 
had  lovely  spreads.    We  spent  a  pleas- 


ant afternoon  each  time.  Sister  Baily 
winning  the  peanut  prize  at-  Sister 
King's. 

Poppy  Lodge  No.  25  is  giving  a 
Whist  Party  this  Thursday.  Sept.  3d, 
which  we  hope  will  be  a  success,  for 
you  know  every  little  bit  helps. 

I  presume  my  letter  is  getting  long, 
so  I  will  close  with  best  wishes  to  the 
S.  U.  and  L.  A. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J.. 

Ml-riel. 


Cincinnati,  O. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  sisters  of  Royal  Violet  Lodge 
No.  34  please  sit  up  and  take  notice: 
It  is  very  discouraging  to  find  that  we 
are  not  increasing  in  membership 
here  in  Cincinnati,  in  fact,  we  are  de- 
creasing because  some  members .  do 
not  find  the  meetings  interesting. 
What  is  the  trouble?  Why  not  come 
and  make  them  interesting  by  your 
presence  and  advice.  I  wish  that  every 
member  would  take  time  to  learn  the 
constitution  and  by-laws.  Rule  6  tells 
us:  "Sickness  or  absence  from  the  city 
or  town  shall  be  valid  excuse  for  non- 
attendance  at  meetings";  also  note 
rule  14.  I  wonder  how  many  realize 
the  responsibility  placed  upon  our 
treasurer.  Article  9,  section  3  tells  us 
plain  enough  what  we  must  do,  still 
our  worthy  sister  must  run  after  the 
dues  month  after  month,  only  to  go 
back  home  with  the  same  old  excuse, 
"I'll  pay  up  next  month,"  and  next 
month  it's  put  off  till  the  next  Now, 
sisters,  it  is  just  as  well  to  pay  your 
dues  when  they  are  due  as  to  put  ofT 
day  after  day  the  important  duty  that 
concerns  only  ourselves.  Papa  gets 
his  cigar  every  day  and  mamma  her 
ice  cream  soda.  Sisters,  you  who  can- 
not pay  your  dues  on  account  of  sick- 
ness or  misfortune,  we  are  ever  ready 
to  assist  you,  but  cannot  help  for 
neglect,  so  now  come  on  and  Join  us 
with  heart  and  soul  before  it  is  too 
late.  Life  is  so  short.  It  is  like  a 
magician's  vase,  full  to  the  brim  and 
so  made  that  you  cannot  thrust  your 
hand  into  it  or  pour  or  sip  or  draw 
out  of  it  It  overflows  into  your  hand 
only  when  you  drop  something  into  it. 
and  what  you  get  is  of  the  same 
quality  as  that  which  you  give.  It 
grieves  me  to  see  such  selfishness,  but 
as  time  rolls  on  I  know  all  will  real- 
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ize  their  mistake  and  learn  more  and 
more  their  duty  to  their  friends,  to  the 
lodge  and  to  themselves.  We  praise 
and  salute  our  worthy  officers  for  the 
good  they  have  done  so  far  and  wish 
them  success  for  the  future,  and  you 
stay-at-homes  come,  put  your  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  and  let  us  be  up  and  do- 
ing, with  a  heart  for  any  fate,  still 
achieving,  still  pursuing,  learn  to 
labor  and  to  wait.  Regards  and  best 
wishes  to  all  switchmen  and  the  La- 
dies* Auxiliary. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Old  Girl. 


S.  Chicago,  HI. 

E01TOB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Calumet  Lodge  No.  15  wUl  soon 
make  the  sister  lodges  get  a  hustle  on, 
as  it  is  certainly  near  the  top  for  the 
membership  now  counts  51. 

The  third  anniversary  of  the  lodge 
was  celebrated  by  the  members  and 
their  families  by  a  musicals,  followed 
by  a  banquet.  The  day  of  celebration. 
Sept.  20th,  was  a  strenuous  day  for 
the  ladies  of  Calumet  Lodge.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day  the  officers  and 
some  of  the  members  went  to  Franklin 
Park,  where  our  worthy  mistress, 
Alice  McBlhany,  instituted  Magnolia 
Lodge.  Although  it  was  Sister  McEl- 
•hany's  first  attempt  at  organizing, 
everything  was  done  in  tip-top  shape, 
and  made  the  members  more  proud 
than  ever  of  their  mistress. 

By  the  way,  while  Grand  Mistress 
Stang  was  here  she  appointed  Sister 
Anna  Olsen,  and  our  worthy  mistress, 
Alice  McEUhany,  as  deputies  to  organ- 
ize lodges  in  or  near  our  vicinity. 

While  at  Franklin  Park  the  ladies 
were  entertained  at  luncheon  by  Mrs. 
Louisa  Dolan,  wtio  was  elected  mistress 
of  Magnolia  Lodge.  After  the  cere- 
monies were  completed,  Sister  Dolan 
accompanied  the  Calumet  sisters  to 
South  Chicago  and  helped  entertain 
at  the  birthday  celebration  by  render- 
ing several  songs  in  a  very  beautiful 
manner. 

Sister  Beaner,  who  has  moved  to 
Michigan,  was  with  us  at  our  last 
meeting,  and  everyone  was  more  than 
glad  to  see  her. 

Calumet  Lodge  has  lost  a  faithful 
worker  and  a  beloved  sister  by  Sister 
Nicklow  and  family  moving  to  Gary. 
Of  course.  It  is  not  so  far  but  that  we 


hope  to  have  her  wltii  us  often,  but 
Sister  Nicklow  will  not  always  be  able 
to  be  at  her  post  as  heretofore,  and  the 
lodge  will  miss  her  sadly. 

On  the  15th  of  October  Calumet 
Lodge  will  give  a  penny  social,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  a  goodly  sum  wlU  be 
raised,  as  our  treasury  needs  replen- 
ishing. Jennie  Sine. 


MinneapoiiSt  Minn. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Well,  sisters.  Just  a  few  words  to  the 
Journal  this  month  to  let  all  know 
that  we  are  on  earth  yet  and  doing 
nicely.  Some  of  our  sisters  promised 
to  write  a  letter  once  in  a  while,  but 
I  see  nothing  but  our  Journal  agent's 
item  every  time.  It  seems  we  ought 
to  have  at  least  one  nice  letter  from 
among  all  of  our  Minneapolis  lodges. 
If  any  of  the  Minneapolis  people  think 
there  is  no  Twin  City  Lodge  No.  4  and 
were  up  town  on  Labor  Day  they  were 
very  much  surprised,  as  we  were  out 
in  gala  attire,  with  a  fine  float  repre- 
senting our  Sewing  Circle  to  No.  4. 
We  were  "the  only"  auxiliary  repre* 
sented  in  line,  and  had  the  honor  of 
following  right  behind  our  switchmen, 
as  they  also  turned  out  and  made  a 
fine  showing.  The  bojrs  certainly 
looked  fine  and  were  as  nice  a  looking 
body  of  men  as  was  in  line.  That  is 
the  way  to  show  up  your  "colors." 
brothers  and  sisters,  by  getting  out  on 
Labor  Day.  Our  float  was  decorated 
in  red,  white  and  green,  and  we  all 
wore  red,  white  and  green  hats,  and 
also  gave  out  "cute"  little  souvenirs. 
Sister  "Hook"  Murphy  said  she  bad 
more  fun  than  when  she  rode  the  goat 
We  gave  a  card  party  last  iiM>nth. 
and  have  another  on  for  next  month. 
I  think  our  card  parties  are  getting 
famous  by  the  good  luck  we  are  having 
with  theuL 

Now.  sisters,  if  a  couj>le  of  you 
wouM  get  together  and  take  one  after- 
noon out  of  a  week  and  go  out  you 
wou}d  be  surprised  how  easy  you  could 
get  one  or  two  members.  We  cer- 
tainly have  two  pretty  good  hustlers  in 
No.  4.  I  guess  It  is  up  to  you.  Sisters 
CrandeN  and  Maeby,  to  get  in  the 
members,  as  you  are  doing  fine.  Just 
keep  it  up,  please.  We  have  such  nice 
meetings  and  everything  works  so 
nice  and  smooth  at  all  of  our  meetings. 
We  would  like  to  have  some  of  the  sis- 
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ter  lodges  call  on  ub  once  In  a  while, 
as  we  are  very  proud  of  our  little 
order. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  brothere  of  St. 
Anthony  Lod«e  N<>.  128  for  their  kind- 
ness in  assisting  us  on  Labor  Day  in 
regard  to  our  float  We  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  harins:  Bro.  McClellan 
riding  with  us.  as  he  was  disabled  and 
could  not  march  with  the  boys.  Now 
Sister  McClellan.  please  do  not  be  of- 
fendod,  as  he  behaved  very  nicely,  and 
also  kept  us  in  order.  Bro.  "Hook" 
Murphy  was  not  going  to  take  a  back 
seat,  so  he  rode  home  with  us.  Was 
very  glad  the  sun  shono  In  your  face. 
Steter  Murphy,  so  you  could  not  watch 
him.  Well.  I  must  stop  before  I  take 
up  all  the  room  in  the  Joubwal. 

Hoping  to  see  as  many  members  out 
ai  all  of  our  meetings  as  have  been  for 

x?*?*^*^'^®®  ^^  ^^^^''  ^®  will  also 
see  that  Slater  Ida  Maeby  will  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  chewing  any  more 
string. 

Wishing  the  L.  A.  and  the  a  U.  the 
best  of  success.  I  remain. 

Yours  in  U..  H.  and  J., 

One  Who  Knows. 

Model  Shirt  Co. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the 
half.page  advertisement  in  this  issue  of 
the  Model  Shirt  Company  of  Indian- 
apolls,  Ind.,  makers  of  strictly  union- 
made  shirts. 

Tliese  people  have  been  carrying  a 
half-page  advertisement  In  our  Jouk- 
WAL  for  some  months  past,  but  unfor- 
tunately have  not  been  getting  the  re- 
sults anticipated  from  this  advertise- 
ment, to  which  they  think  they  are 
Justiy  enUtled. 

Naturally  the  prevailing  hard  times, 
with  their  reduced  hours  and  lack  of 
employment  have  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  these  conditions,  but  it  is  a  safe 
venture  to  surmise  that  at  least  fifty 
per  cent  of  our  entire  membership 
have  had  occasion  to  buy  at  least  one 
shirt  each  within  the  last  few  months, 
and  that  more  than  fifty  per  cent  will 
have  to  buy  one  or  more  shirts  within 
the  next  two  months. 

If  such  is  the  case,  then  why  not 
buy  from  our  friends  and  those  who 
patronize  us  by  advertising  In  our  col- 
umns? Let  us  practice  what  wa 
preach  and  be  consistent  at  all  costs. 
This  applies  to  all  our  advertisers 
and  all  should  receive  the  same  con- 


sideration. We,  sincerely  trust  that  our 
advertiser,  "The  Model  Shirt  Company 
of  Indianapolis.  Ind.,"  will  within  the 
next  few  months  receive  such  an  In- 
fiux  of  business  as  a  result  of  their  ad- 
vertisement in  our  Joubnal,  that  they 
will  have  to  increase  their  capacity, 
thus  giving  employment  to  many  mor-^ 
operators  and  employes  who  will 
doubtless  appreciate  your  efforts  to 
assist  them  in  securing  and  maintain- 
ing profitable  employment  under 
strictly  union  conditions,  which  we,  as 
members  of  organized  labor  are  con- 
stantly and  continually  striving  to  se- 
cure for  ourselves. 


Hand  This  to  a  NoiHUnionist. 

Today  every  student  of  economics, 
every  philosopher,  every  honest 
statesman  and  many  employers  admit 
the  necessity  of  labor  organization, 
and  they  frankly  declare  if  they  were 
in  the  working  class  ranks  they  would 
join  trade  unions. 

Years  ago  Abraham  Lincoln  advised 
the  workingmen  to  organize  times 
without  number,  and  Wendell  Phillips 
spoke  at  many  labor  mass  meetings. 

William  E.  Gladstone  said  that 
"trade  unions  are  the  bulwarks  of 
democracies."  and  the  late  Cardinal 
Manning  urged  the  workers  to  protect 
themselves  by  joining  trade  unions. 

Prof.  J.  Thorold  Rogers,  of  the  chair 
of  political  ecenomy  in  Oxford  Uni- 
versity, who  made  a  careful  Investiga- 
tion of  the  records  of  labor  conditions 
for  six  centuries,  said:  ''I  look  to  the 
trade  unions  as  the  principal  means 
of  benefiting  the  condition  of  the  work- 
ing classes." 

Scores  of  other  men  whose  names 
are  familiar  in  every  household  might 
be  quoted  as  endorsing  trade  unions 
unreservedly,  and  surely  they  cannot 
be  accused  of  partlsanism.  and  conse- 
quently they  are  better  authorities 
than  the  unlearned  non-unionist  who 
permits  some  selfish  petty  boss  to  do 
his  thinking  for  him. 

The  unions  are  here,  are  necessary, 
will  remain,  and  have  no  apologies  to 
offer. 

We  are  prepared  to  prove — 

That  the  unions  raiser 'wages.  The 
evidence  is  overwhelming. 

That  they  prevent  reductions  of 
wages.  Present  conditions  substantiate 
that  fact. 
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That  they  reduce  the  hours  of  long- 
est hours. 

That  they  are  unequivocably  opposed 
to  child  labor  in  any  form. 

Tha/t  they  aid  the  unemployed  mem- 
bers to  secure  work.  The  non-unionist 
receives  no  such  assistance. 

That  they  provide  for  the  sick  and 
help  the  widow  and  orphan. 

That  they  strive  to  secure  the  same 
compensation  for  women  received  by 
men  for  the  same  work  performed. 

That  they  are  helpful  to  the  family 
by  gaining  the  best  possible  terms  ob- 
tainable under  present  conditions. 

That  unions  are  respected.  Power 
wins  respect  from  everybody. 

That  they  reduce  excessive  and 
wasteful  competition. 

That  they  educate  the  workers  upon 
public  questions. 

That  they  inculcate  independence 
and  frown  upon  servility. 

That  they  develop  the  spirit  of  fra- 
ternity where  jealousy  and  suspicion 
exist  among  the  unorganized. 

That  they  enlarge  the  acquaintances 
and  friendships  of  men. 

That  they  teach  co-operation,,  the 
most  beneficent  rule  of  life. 

That  they  curb  selfishness  and  check 
the  greed  of  individuals. 

That  they  level  upward,  always  striv- 
ing to   lift  the  wages  of  the  lowest 
paid. 
I      That  they  make  the  shop  a  better 
I  place  to  work  in  and  resent  the  tactics 
lof  foremen  who  are  inclined  to  bully. 
\    That  they  are  no  longer  an  experi- 
^  %nent,  as  a  century  of  effort  has  de- 
monstrated.— Max  Hayes, 


Eariy  Trades  Unions. 

The  printers  were  among  the  first 
to  form  trades  unions  in  the  United 
States. 

In  1795  the  Typographical  Socieiy 
of  New  York  City  was  organized.  Ir 
fixed  the  scale  of  wages  for  composi- 
tors at  |1  a  day,  which  was  an  increase 
of  12%  cents  over  the  then  prevailing 
rate.  This  society  lived  for  two  years. 
There  had  been  a  temporary  organiza- 
tion In  1776,  which  struck  for  an  in- 
crease of  wages,  got  it  and  disbanded. 
In  Philadelphia  in  1786,  when  the  em- 
ployers attempted  to  reduce  wages 
from  ^6  a  week  to  $5.83  1-3  a  week, 
the  compositors  organized.  ■  This  strug- 


gle lasted  for  some  time.  The  organ- 
ization, composed  of  twenty-six  mem- 
bers, disbanded  as  soon  as  the  contest 
was  won. 

The  Franklin  Typographical  Society 
of  Journeymen  Printers  was  organ- 
ized in  New  York  City  in  1799,  formu- 
lating a  demand  for  25  cents  per  1,000 
ems  on  piecework,  or  %1  a  week  in 
book  and  Job  offices  and  |8  a  week  on 
newspapers.  Later  it  went  on  strike 
to  enforce  these  demands.  This  so- 
ciety ceased  to  exist  in  1804.  Another 
was  organized  in  1809  and  immediate- 
ly went  on  strike  for  a  restoration  of 
the  wage  scale  of  1799.  Of  this  or- 
ganization Samuel  Woodworth,  author 
of  "The  Old  Oaken  Bucket,"  was  a 
prominent  member.  The  trade  had  be- 
come thoroughly  demoralized  after 
1804,  and  most  compositors  were  work- 
ing for  20  cents  per  1,000  ems,  the 
men  being  largely  displaced  by  yoifths, 
who  got  from  |4  to  |4.50  a  week. 
Presswork  had  slumped  from  37% 
cents  to  25  cents  per  "token** — 240 
sheets. 

The  Philadelphia  Typographical  So- 
ciety was  organized  and  presented  its 
scale  of  wages  to  the  employers  Feb. 
22,  1802.  It  had  54  charter  members. 
A  copy  of  this  scale  still  exists  and 
doubtless  is  the  oldest  printer's  union 
wage  scale  in  the  English  language, 
antedating  by  three  years  the  Edin- 
burgh scale  of  prices  of  1805,  the  old- 
est to  be  found  in  Great  Britain.  The 
scale  called  for  |8  a  week  for  pres^ 
men  and  printers  and  25  cents  per 
thousand  ems  on  piecework.  In  1809 
the  society  had  119  members  and 
undertook  to  become  incorporate! 
under  the  laws  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Franklin  took  the  matter  to  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  union.  The 
court  required  such  radical  changes 
in  tne  constitution  of  the  society  that 
seventy-eight  members  opposed  to  in- 
corporation withdrew  from  member- 
ship. The  minutes  of  the  society  show 
that  "Mr.  Franklin's  fee  as  counsel  was 
|8,  which  he  returned  to  the  conmiit- 
tee  as  a  donation  to  the  funds  of  the 
society.**  In  1831  this  organization  be- 
came a  purely  benevolent  society,  and 
it  exists  today,  most  of  its  present 
members  being  publishers  or  retired 
printers. 

Although  the  Philadelphia  society  re- 
linquished its  claim  to  interfere  in 
wage  questions  in  1831,  when  in  18C5 
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one  of  its  members  employed  some  wo- 
men to  break  a  strike  it  expelled  him 
from  membership.  This  is  the  first 
mention  of  women  in  the  printing  in- 
dustry in  the  United  States. 

The  Washington  union  was  formed 
in  1815.  Having  had  a  continuous  ex- 
istence ever  since,  it  is  the  oldest 
trades  union  in  the  United  States,  it 
organized  with  28  members  and  by  the 
close  of  1839  had  placed  from  time  to 
time  365  names  on  Its  roll.  The  scale 
of  1815  demanded  $10  a  week  while 
congress  was  In  session  and  |9  during 
congressional  recess,  with  |2  a  day 
for  Sunday  work.  Baltimore  composi- 
tors had  organized  in  1814  and  de- 
manded |9  a  week,  with  |2  for  Sunday 
work.  This  union  lasted  until  1826. 
The  present  union  in  Baltimore  was 
organized  in  1831.  In  1832  it  fixed  the 
wage  scale  at  25  cents  i)er  thousand 
ems  and  |8  a  week,  or  |1  less  than  it 
was  in  1815. 

Boston  had  a  printers'  union  In  1803, 
but  it  did  not  last  long.  Another  was 
organized  in  1809  and  lasted  until 
1826.  Another  was  organized  in  1838 
and  had  70  members  in  1839.  The 
present  union  was  organized  in  1848. 

In  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  printers  or- 
ganized In  1815,  and  the  union  at  once 
prohibited  its  members  from  working 
in  shops  where  any  man  was  paid  less 
than  the  scale,  whether  he  was  a 
union  man  or  not.  The  term  "rat"  as 
applied  to  a  printer  working  for  less 
than  the  scale  was  first  used  by  this 
society  in  a  letter  it  sent  out  in  1816. 
The  union  ceased  to  exist  in  1827,  and 
another  was  organized  in  1847. 

New  Orleans  was  organized  In  1830 
for  a  short  time.  Another  union  was 
formed  there  in  1835,  and  It  existed 
until  1845.  In  1839  it  Issued  a  scale 
of  prices,  then  the  highest  in  the 
United  States,  calling  for  75  cents  per 
1,000  ems  and  $19  a  week  for  press- 
men on  evening  papers  and  in  book 
and  Job  offices,  for  compositors  and 
pressmen  on  morning  papers  $25  and 
for  compositors  on  evening  papers 
$22.50  a  week.  Ten  hours  was  then 
to  constitute  a  day's  work. — EtheJhert 
Stewart  in  Chicago  News. 


Verbal  Prosperity. 

Optimism  in  commerce  and  indus- 
try Is  counted  a  virtue. 

It  is  said  that  the  way  to  make  hard 
times  is  to  talk  of  hard  times,  and, 


conversely,  that  the  way  to  make  times 
good  is  to  talk  good  times. 

This  is  like  the  boy  going  through 
the  woods  on  a  dark  night  und  whist- 
ling to  keep  his  courage  up.  The  boy 
had  no  right  to  suppose  any  maraud- 
ing beast  or  human  would  be  afraid 
of  his  whistle.  In  other  words,  his 
whistle  did  not  Infiuence  the  course  of 
events  except  to  keep  up  his  own  cour- 
age. 

Some  time  ago  wholesale  merchants 
of  St  Louis  formed  the  "Prosperity 
League"  with  the  object  of  rescuing 
the  country  from  the  depths  of  depres- 
sion by  sheer  optimism,  and  proposing 
to  put  15,000  employes  to  work  on  a 
given  day. 

No  one  can  criticize  th«  motive, 
though  it  was  not  wholly  philan- 
thropic, inasmuch  as  they  were  seeking 
relief  from  business  depression. 

Inasmuch  as  they  could  not  force 
consumption  they  endeavored  to  stimu- 
late consumption  by  a  well-advertized 
attempt  to  force  production. 

It  is  an  old  saying  that  "What  Is 
good  for  a  man  is  good  for  a  horse." 

It  is  admitted  that  many  individuals 
are  feeling  in  poor  health  because  they 
believe  they  are  sick,  and  that  in  many 
cases  the  exercise  of  mental  will  power 
will  effect  a  complete  cure. 

Mental  healing  is  making  rapid 
strides  in  relieving  the  imaginary 
physical  ills  of  some  individuals  but 
that  is  no  sign  that  a  financial  panic, 
a  money  famine,  and  an  Industrial  de- 
pression can  be  cured  by  saying  they 
don't  exist. 

All  of  us  are  foolish  and  none  more 
so  than  business  men,  who  are  too 
prone  to  overlook  the  relation  of  cause 
to  effect 

Wage  earners,  though  neither  bor- 
rowers nor  lenders  in  the  field  of  com- 
merce, really,  through  their  deposits 
in  the  banks  furnish  the  borrowers  and 
lenders  with  the  money  which  they 
haggle  over,  and  when  the  wage  earn- 
ers demand  their  money  from  th«i 
banks  industry  must  stop. 

Our  present  condition  is  due  to  the 

llowing  principal  causes: 

1.  An  exposure  of  dishonest  meth- 
ods of  "high  financiers"  controlling 
many  banks. 

2.  A  run  on  these  banks  causing 
their  suspension  and  general  distrust 
of  banks  and  runs  on  a  great  many 
banks. 
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3.  A  general  demand  of  the  public 
upon  the  banks  for  their  money  and 
the  banks  calling  loans  to  meet  this 
demand. 

Result  a  money  famine  and  stopping 
the  wheels  of  Incfustry. 

There  was  just  as  much  money  In 
the  country  as  before  but  it  was  not 
in  its  usual  places.  It  has  been  with- 
drawn from  circulation  and  placed  In 
private  hoards. 

Meanwhile  certain  large  financiers 
have  vastly  increased  their  already 
swollen  fortunes. 

Suppose  six  men  are  worth  |l,000r 
000,000,  invested  in  securities  which 
at  the  time  are  $100  per  share,  and 
they  sell  them  to  the  public  at  that 
price.  Then  by  exposing  a  black  sheop 
picked  out  for  slaughter,  they  stare 
runs  on  the  banks,  and  order  their 
own  very  large  banks  to  call  in  loans, 
thus  causing  the  holders  of  these 
stocks  to  unload  them  at  prices,  which 
tumble  to  half  what  they  paid.  Sup- 
pose then  the  six  men  buy  back  the 
stocks  at  $50  per  share  they  then  own 
the  same  stocks  they  had  before  and 
have  $500,000,000  left  to  invest  in 
other  good  things. 

Now  this  is  precisely  what  the  larg- 
est financiers  have  been  doing  and 
many  business  men  reverence  them  for 
their  supposed  Ability  to  "see  it  com- 
ing" (the  panic)  when  in  reality  they 
caused  it. 

Just  so  long  as  the  "Captains"  of 
finance  have  the  power  to  scare  the 
small  depositors.  Just  so  long  will  we 
have  panics  which  profit  the  "Cap- 
tains." 

When  the  small  depositors  are  as- 
sured and  guaranteed  by  the  govern- 
ment itself  that  their  deposits  are  safe, 
then  the  "Captains"  will  no  longer  be 
able  to  scare  the  small  depositor,  and 
in  this  way  create  a  panic  for  their 
own  enrichment. 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  this 
can  be  done: 

1.  Postal  Savings  Banks  in  which 
the  savings  are  deposited  with  the 
government  direct,  and 

2.  Private  banks  working  under  a 
general  government  guarantee  to  de- 
positors. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  both 
are  desirable  as,  for  instance,  Postal 
Banks  would  put  in  circulation  money 
now  hoarded  in  places  without  bank- 
ing   facilities,    while    private    banks 


would  be  a  check  on  government  favor- 
itism, inertia,  or  red  tape. 

Now  who  opposes  these  safeguards 
of  savings  and  industry?  The  bank- 
ers. 

Because  the  bankers,  or  their  mas- 
ters the  high  "Captains,"  desire  to 
preserve  for  future  exercise  the 
privilege  of  plunging  the  country  into 
a  panic  for  their  own  profit  at  any 
time  they  chose,  such  needed  legisla- 
tion is  marked  dangerous  and  a  sub- 
sidized press  attempts  by  distorted  rea- 
soning to  show  it  would  be  bad  for 
the  country. 

Bad  for  the  country!  If  a  business 
man  wants  to  borrow  money  from  a 
bank  he  is  ordinarily  expected  to  give 
security  and  be  responsible.  Banks 
that  treat  him  otherwise  are  dangerous 
banks.  Yet  banks  hold  it  bad  for  the 
country  for  them  to  give  the  deposi- 
tors security. 

Business  men  being  generally  bor- 
rowers or  bankers  do  not  have  much 
to  say  in  favor  of  these  measures.  If 
bankers  they  are  against  them  and  if 
borrowers  they  are  suppliant  and  say 
"me  too." 

Thus  the  Prosperity  League  of  St 
Louis,  composed  of  borrowers  and 
bankers.  Ignores  the  causes  of  and 
remedy  for  the  depression  and  contents 
itself  with  offering  the  advice  of  the 
hang-man,  who,  being  about  to  execute 
a  man  in  pulling  the  black  cap  over  his 
face  said,  "look  pleasant" 

The  resumption  of  manufacturing  in 
St.  Louis  did  not  hurry  the  crops  nor 
awaken  the  industries  in  the  distant 
markets  in  which  St  Louis  goods  are 
sold  and,  therefore,  could  not  be  per- 
manent. 

This  is  what  may  be  termed  "ver- 
bal prosperity"  which  is  achieved  by 
lifting  yourself  by  your  boot  straps  or 
whistling  through  the  woods,  or  by 
applying  mental  healing  to  industrial 
panics. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  produce  "ver- 
bal prosperity"  is  to  ignore  cause  and 
effect  and  shout  long,  loud  and  often. 

Recently  the  commercial  travelers 
held  a  prosperity  convention  in  New 
York  City. 

A  traveling  salesman  to  succeed 
must  be  a  human  dynamo,  generating 
magnetism,  tact,  sophistry,  logic.  Josh, 
argument,  or  a  stump  speech,  at  thn 
will  of  the  operator. 
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As  all  of  these  accomplishments  are 
vocal  and  as  vocal  powers  are  the  prin- 
cipal capital  invested  by  the  travel- 
ing salesman,  It  was  qalte  natural  that 
the  aforesaid  convention  should  at- 
tempt to  give  us  "verbal  prosperity.** 

For  several  months  these  Knights 
of  the  Road  had  made  their  usual  vis- 
its but  found  their  customers  with 
gloomy  faces  and  not  disposed  to  buy 
goods.  This  was  a  bad  state  of  affairs 
and  must  be  cured.  Therefore  when  the 
aforesaid  convention  was  convened  the 
first  thing  done  was  to  adopt  the  slo- 
gan, "Smile,  Darn  You,  Smile!" 

At  the  time  there  were  probably 
400,000  men  in  New  York  City  with- 
out shelter  or  food  who  were  not  ablp 
to  appreciate  the  "verbal  prosperltjr" 
dbtained  by  the  "Smile,  darn  you, 
smile,"  process. 

A  few  days  later  a  cold  rain  storm 
drove  these  homeless  men  to  seek 
shelter  and  after  filling  every  city  or 
charitable  institution  two  hundred 
men  were  permitted  to  sleep  on  the 
floor  of  the  morgue. 

It  is  well  for  all  of  us  to  face  our 
burdens  cheerfully  because  it  is  moro 
healthful  and  increases  our  chanced 
of  success.  Therefore,  this  is  not  an 
attempt  to  belittle  the  benefit  of 
optimism  to  any  man  or  men,  but 
rather  is  a  protest  against  the  too  com- 
mon practice  of  treating  the  tragedies 
of  human  existence  lightly  av.d  of  at- 
tempting to  cure  an  industrial  disease 
without  applying  a  remedy. 

Bankers,  emloyers  and  salesmen  may 
be  satisfied  to  build  anew  a  house  of 
cards  to  be  again  demolished  at  the 
"Captains*"  order,  but  wage  earners 
have  had  'their  fill  of  the  present  de- 
pression and  demand  adequate  laws  to 
prevent  its  recurrence  from  the  same 
causes. — Shoe  Workers'  Journal. 


What  Is  An  Assumed  Risk? 

The  steel  Industry  pays  for  its  in- 
evitable iron  ore.  It  pays  for  its  in- 
evitable coke.  It  pays  for  its  inevit- 
able limestone.  But  it  does  not  pay 
for  its  inevitable  accidents.  Under 
the  Doctrine  of  Assumed  Risks  the 
burden  of  inevitable  accidents  is 
thrown  upon  the  employe. 

And  the  Doctrine  of  Assumed  Risk, 
a  marvelously  comprehensive  doc- 
trine, does  not  stop  even  at  this 
point.      It    gives    the    employe     his 


choice  between  getting  injured  and 
losing  his  job. 

This  agreeable  dilemma  was  clearly 
and  bluntly  offered  to  the  employe  in 
the  case  of  Dougherty  versus  the  West 
Superior  Iron  and  Steel  Company  in 
Wisconsin. 

Dougherty  was  ordered  by  his  fore- 
man to  leave  a  machine  driven  by 
hand-power  and  to  begin  working  at 
a  machine  driven  by  steam.  Dough- 
erty was  afraid.  He  objected.  But  he 
was  threatened  with  discharge.  ^-^ 
consequence  of  this  threat,  he  with- 
drew his  objection  and  started  to 
work  "^Ithin  two  hours  after  chang- 
ing from*  the  machine  driven  by  hand- 
power  to  the  machine  driven  by  steam, 
Dougherty  saw  his  forearm  caught  in 
a  rapidly  revolving  spindle  and  he 
felt  the  bones  Of  his  forearm  crack. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin, 
an  absolutely  Incorruptible  court,  and 
one  of  the  most  learned  courts  In 
America,  considering  this  case,  said: 

"If  an  employe,  of  full  age  and  or- 
dinary intelligence,  upon  being  re- 
quired by  his  employer  to  perform 
duties  more  dangerous  or  complicated 
than  those  of  his  original  hiring,  un- 
dertakes the  same,  knowing  their  dan- 
gerous character,  although  unwilling- 
ly, from  fear  of  losing  his  employ- 
ment, and  Is  injured  by  reason  of  his 
ignorance  and  Inexperience,  he  can- 
not maintain  an  action  therefor 
against  his  employer." 

I  am  not  attacking  the  courts.  I 
am  not  attacking  their  interpretation 
of  the  law  of  accidents.  I  am  going 
further.  I  am  attacking  that  law  it- 
self.— William  Hard,  in  Everybody's 
Magazine, 


What    We   Owe   To  Organized 
Labor. 

There  are  certain  institutions  of 
which  the  average  patriotic  American 
is  very  proud.  He  boasts  of  the  free 
school  system,  universal  suffrage, 
mechanics*  lien  law.  freedom  of  debt 
ors  from  imprisonment,  and  numer- 
ous other  things  that  are  supposed  to 
be  characteristic  of  a  "free  country." 
If  this  same  average  American  were 
asked  when  these  rights  were  secured 
he  would  probably  say  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  he  would  add 
that  they  were  made  certain  by  the 
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adoption    of    the   constitution    of   the 
United  States. 

But  the  constitution  dealt  witli 
none  of  these  things.  It  was  not  itself 
adopted  hy  a  majority  vote,  and  had 
auch  a  vote  been  required  it  would 
never  have  been  adopted.  For  a  gen- 
erattion  after  adoption  there  was  not 
universal  suffrage.  Although  Thomas 
Jefferson  was  President  for  eight  years 
of  this  time  there  Is  no  record  that  the 
great  father  of  all  the  Democrats  ever 
tried  to  secure  any  of  these  rights. 

While  ho  was  President,  and  for 
many  years  afterward,  if  a  debtor 
was  unable  to  pay  even  a  few  cents  he 
was  thrown  into  Jail,  where  he  was 
left  to  rot  or  starve  until  the  debt 
was  paid.  Manifestly  he  had  r 
means  of  paying  It  while  in  jail,  so 
such  a  sentence  might  easily  be  for 
life.  In  New  York  City  hundreds  of 
poor  debtors  were  huddled  together 
without  fire  or  food  throughout  the 
year,  depending  for  the  latter  upon 
charity.  There  were  societies  organ- 
ized having  for  their  object  the  col- 
lection of  funds  with  which  to  feed 
these  debtors.  The  members  of  these 
societies  would  never  have  thought  of 
abolishing  the  imprisonment  for  debt 
any  more  than«the  modern  charitable 
sofiety  would  think  of  abolishing  the 
poverty  which  it  pretends  to  relieve. 

Between  1825  and  1840  there 
arose  the  first  organized  labor  move- 
ment in  the  United  States.  It  grew 
so  strong  that  it  had  a  daily  paper  In 
New  York  and  elected  one  man  to  the 
New  York  Legislature. 

It  was  to  this  labor  movement 
more  than  any  other  one  thing  that 
-^vo  owe  most  of  the  Institutions  of 
which  Americans  are  most  proud. 

This  labor  movement  went  Into 
politics.  It  did  not  endorse  the  candi- 
dates of  its  enemies,  but  stood  inde- 
pendent of  all  other  political  parties. 
At  least  it  did  this  at  the  beginning, 
and  as  long  as  it  amounted  to  any- 
thing. 

This  early  labor  movement  de- 
manded free  schools.  It  made  this 
its  fundamental  plank.  It  secured 
them,  and  your  child  is  educated  by 
the  State  today  because  of  that  early 
labor  movement. 

These  pioneers  of  the  modem 
trades  unions  stood  against  impris- 
onment for  debt,  and  that  relic  of  the 
dark  ages  disappeared. 


They  made  a  mechanic's  lien  law 
another  of  their  fundamental  de- 
mands, and  the  laborer  today  owes 
this  security  for  his  wages  to  these 
valiant  fighters  who  are  never  men- 
tioned in  our  school  historie& 

Not  only  did  they  insist  upon  the 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt 
but  they  secured  the  enactment  of  a 
law  exempting  a  certain  minimum  of 
property  from  seizure  for  debt,  and 
such  laws  have  remained  upon  the 
statute  books  ever  since. 

Backed  by  the  pioneer  workers  who 
had  gone  to  the  far  west  and  there 
established  State  governments  more 
democratic  than  any  previously 
known,  these  same  organized  workers 
secured  universal  suffrage  and  the 
election  of  members  of  the  legislature 
by  districts  instead  of  upon  a  general 
ticket,  as  had  been  the  case  in  many 
States  before. 

Look  over  this  list  of  measures  that 
make  up  almost  the  whole  of  what  we 
have  of  liberty  today,  and  remember 
that  not  one  of  them  was  even  urged 
with  any  enthusiasm  by  those  whom 
our  text-books  call  the  founders  of  our 
liberty — ^Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams 
and  their  like. 

Remember  all  this  and  you  will 
realize  that  tenfold  more  was  done  for 
liberty  by  these  unknown  heroes  of 
the  first  labor  movement  than  by  all 
the  valiant  warriors  of  Lexington, 
Valley  Forge  and  Yorktown.  to  say 
nothing  of  the  politicians  who  gath- 
ered at  Philadelphia  to  formulate  the 
document  we  call  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

Yet  the  text-books  naay  be  searched 
in  vain  for  a  single  line  concerning 
these  real  "fathers  of  American  lib- 
erty."— A.  M.  Simons,  in  tJie  Chicago 
Daily  Socialist, 


Trades    Unions    Flourished    in 
Ancient  Roman  Days. 

It  is  a  fact  that  will  cause  astonish- 
ment to  most  men,  being  known  to 
but  few,  that  organized  labor — labor 
unions  in  the  strict  interpretation  of 
that  word  and  much  as  they  exist  to- 
day— flourished  long  before  the  present 
Christian  era.  "All  antiquity/'  says 
C.  Osborne  Ward  in  his  great  book. 
"The  Ancient  I^owly."  was  a  hive  of 
trade  unions.     They  existed  literally 
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1>y  the  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the 
solden  age. 

It  was  the  custom  in  ancient  times, 
partly  made  necessary  by  law,  for 
these  organizations  to  chisel  the  names 
of  their  members  and  their  proceed- 
ings on  stone. 

So  it  has  come  about  that  they  have 
handed  down  to  posterity  a  complete 
record  of  their  rules  of  procedure  and 
their  business  operations.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  earliest  of  these  organiza- 
tions known  was  that  of  the  union  of 
cslatores,  the  carvers  and  gravers  who 
worked  in  letters.  It  was  part  of  their 
business  to  acquire  a  sufficient  knowl- 
edge of  Greek  and  Latin  to  fit  them 
for  their  tasks. 

Were  it  not  for  these  tracts  in  stone 
the  whole  suibject  might  have  been  ob- 
scured, if  not  lost,  in  the  mists  of  time 
from  which  the  epigraphist  and  the 
archfleologist  have  rescued  it. 

But  the  words  carved  on  stone  by 
the  members  of  these  antique  institu- 
tions, unearthed  by  the  score  in  the 
museums  of  the  Old  World  and  found 
in  the  fields  of  Rome,  Greece,  Asia 
Minor  and  the  islands,  have  defied 
time  and  resisted  the  destructiveness 
of  the  ages. 

.   Right  of  Labor  to  Obganize. 

The  right  of  labor  to  form  free  or- 
ganizations— the  jus  coeundi — existed 
In  a  remote  era.  Solon,  the  great  law- 
maker and  lawgiver  of  antiquity,  con- 
ferred this  right  on  ancient  Greece  as 
early  as  580  B.  C. 

Rome  is  presumed  to  have  copied  it 
In  the  celebrated  law  of  the  twelve 
tables. 

Justinian  incorporated  it  into  the 
digest. 

Numa  Pompilius,  the  good  and  the 
wise,  who  is  made  a  contemporary  of 
Solon  by  Plutarch,  organized  the  entire 
working  people,  according  to  Momm- 
sen,  the  renowned  German  historian, 
into  eight  classes  of  guilds,  embracing 
all  the  arts  and  crafts  of  the  age. 

It  is  held,  however,  that  King  Numa, 
borrowing  from  the  far  ESast,  was  by 
no  means  the  originator  of  the  trades 
union  idea.  He  simply  legalized  and 
extended  what  already  existed,  per- 
haps for  thousands  of  years  before  any 
recognition  whatsoever  had  been  ac- 
corded to  it. 

After  the  peaceful  reign  of  Numa 
Pompilius — Plutarch    states    that    he 


followed  Romulus  to  the  throne  about 
690  B.  C. — ^the  spirit  of  conquest  was 
awakened  among  the  patricians. 

The  artisans  were  put  to  work  by 
the  thousands  to  forge  into  weapons 
the  steel  that  was  to  pierce  the  bodies 
of  those  who  had  no  love  for  them  and 
for  whom  they  in  turn  could  have  no 
love. 

Trades  unions  of  sword  cutlers,  ar- 
rowsmiths.  shieldmakers,  manufactur- 
ers of  darts.  Javelins  and  spears,  each 
of  them  separately  named  and  organ- 
ized under  the  ancient  federation, 
sprang  up  rapidly  on  all  sides. 

Members  of  trades  unions  construct- 
ed the  famous  ballists,  or  stone  throw- 
ers, which  flung  projectiles  of  various 
kinds  with  deadly  effect  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy. 

It  has  been  pointed  eut  that  since 
these  machines  were  complicated  and 
difficult  to  manipulate  they  were 
transported  to  their  destination  and 
erected  by  the  menibers  of  the  colle- 
gium menaorum  machinariorum,  or 
the  trades  union  of  the  machine  ad- 
justers and  setters.  Jacula,  or  darts 
were  used  in  vast  numibers  by  the 
Roman  army,  and  since  these  were 
easily  destroyed  and  lasted  but  a  short 
time  they  were  manufactured  in  great 
quantities  by  the  old  unions  of  weapon 
makers,  all  of  which  found  a  steady 
and  liberal  employer  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

Unions  Sxjpplied  Abmies. 

There  were  likewise  unions  which 
supplied  the  army  with  cloths  and 
shoes  as  well  as  with  weapons,  and 
Ward  tells  us  in  his  **The  Ancient 
Lowly"  that  "for  at  least  500  years  the 
armies  used  unlon^nade  wagons, 
union-made  swords,  union-made  jave- 
lins, bows  and  arrows,  helmets  and 
shields;  wore  union-made  shoes,  trou- 
sers, hats  and  coats  and  tore  down  the 
walls  and  battlements  of  their  enemies 
with  union-made  catapults  and  batter- 
ing rams." 

The  population  of  Rome,  the  army 
and  the  workers  were  also  supplied 
with  food  by  the  trades  unions. 

An  inscription  found  at  Verona, 
dating  from  the  time  of  Augustus 
Ciesar.  tells  of  a  genuine  union  of  wine 
men,  who  supplied  the  Italian  metrop- 
olis with  its  favorite  beverage. 

These  organizations  of  the  wine 
men,  it  is  thought,  were  in  touch  with 
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the  different  parts  of  Italy  and  either 
•wned  or  else  hired  wagons  or  boats 
to  bring  the  wine  to  their  storehouses. 
One  sees  readily  how  such  a  diversity 
of  functions  gave  support  to  a  yaist 
number  of  unions  and  to  the  still 
greater  number  of  persons  who  com- 
.  posed  the  separate  unions. — I.  K, 
Friefiman,  in  Chicago  News. 


/■ 


Anti-Union  Decisions. 


August,  19(K7. — ^Judge  Dean  of  Ari- 
zona Issued  an  injunction  forbidding 
Miners'  Union  No.  106,  each  of  its  offi- 
cers, or  anybody  else  connected  with 
it,  to  make  any  effort  to  get  workmen 
to  join  their  strike,  and  especially 
commanding  them  to  ''desist"  abso- 
lutely from  writing  or  sending  through 
the  mails  any  written  or  printed  card, 
circular  or  other  communication  con- 
veying to  any  patron  or  prospective 
patron  of  the  plaintiff  any  informa- 
tion of  the  miners'  strike. 

September,  1907. — ^A  Vermont  court 
issued  an  injunction  forbidding  the 
Quarrymen's  Union  to  persuade  any 
employe  of  the  associated  quarry  own- 
ers to  Join  their  strike. 

October,  1907.— The  United  States 
Circuit  Court  of  Minnesota  rendered  a 
decision  upholding  a  lower  court  in 
issuing  an  injunction  forbidding  the 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  to  carry  out 
their  resolution  not  to  use  materials 
manufactured  in  non-union  factories. 

October,  1907. — Judge  Thompson  of 
the  United  States  Court  of  Ohio  issued 
an  injunction  fort>idding  the  Interna- 
tional Pressmen's  Union  to  pay  bene- 
fits out  of  the  union's  funds,  or  to  do 
anything  to  support  their  demand  for 
an  eight-hour  day,  and  also  forbididng 
them  to  take  a  referendum  vote  on 
the  question  of  striking. 

October,  1907. — Judge  Dayton  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  of  West 
Virginia  issued  an  injunction  forbid- 
ding the  United  Mine  Workers  to  or- 
ganize the  employes  of  the  Hitchman, 
Glendale  and  Richland  coal  companies 
in  that  State. 

November,  1907. — Judge  Hazel  of 
Buffalo  issued  an  injunction  forbidding 
the  Switchmen's  Union  to  take  any 
action  toward  declaring  a  strike  on 
the  Lackawanna  Railroad. 

December,  1907. — A  circuit  court  in 
Ohio  wiped  off  the  statute  books  of  the 
State  a  law  prohibiting  the  employ- 


ment of  young  boys  at  night  work  in 
the  mills  and  factories. 

December,  1907. — ^The  E}quity  Court 
of  the  District  of  Colmbia  issued  an 
injunction  forbidding  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  publish  the 
name  of  the  Buck  Stove  and  Range 
Company  as  one  of  the  firms  that 
workingmen  should  not  patronize. 

.January,  1908. — The  United  States 
Supreme  Court  declared  unconstitu- 
tional the  Federal  law  making  railway 
companies  engaged  in  interstate  com- 
merce liable  for  damages  in  the  case 
of  employes  killed  or  injured  at  their 
work,  as  the  result  of  defective  equip- 
ment or  negligence  of  fellow  servants. 

January,  1908. — Judge  Phillips  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Cuya- 
hoga County,  Ohio,  ordered  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Amalgamated  Window 
Glass  Workers  of  America^  on  the 
ground  that  a  labor  union  is  a  "labor 
trust,  an  unlawful  combination  in  re- 
straint of  trade." 

In  January,  1908,  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  declared  unconstitu- 
tional the  Federal  law  forbidding  rail- 
ways engaged  in  interstate  conunerce 
to  discharge  employes  for  belonging  to 
a  labor  union. 

February,  1908.— The  United  States 
Supreme  Court  rendered  a  decision 
making  a  boycott  by  a  labor  union 
illegal. 


Cancer  and  the  Meat  Eater. 

Nothing  could  seem  more  definite 
than  the  connection  between  cancer 
and  the  practice  of  eating  inferior 
meat  traced  by  Dr.  C.  Cooke  Adams  in 
a  series  of  statistical  studies  given  out  ^ 
last  month  by  the  Chicago  board  of' 
health.  "There  can  not  be  the  slight 
est  doubt,"  to  employ  the  positive  lan- 
guage of  this  expert  British  investi- 
gator, "that  the  great  increase  in  can- 
cer among  the  foreign  born  (in  Chi- 
cago) over  the  prevalence  of  that  dis- 
ease in  their  native  countries  is  due 
to  the  increased  consumption  of  ani- 
mal foods,  particularly  those  derived 
from  diseased  animals."  This  conclu- 
sion substantiates  the  original  deduc- 
tions made  by  Dr.  Adams  from  inves- 
tigations conducted  in  Australia  ana 
London  and  extended  over  a  number 
of  years.  The  foreign  bom  in  Chicago 
are  enabled  through  higher  rates  of 
wages  to  indulge  in  a  meat  diet  denied 
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them  in  Europe.  They  make  use  of 
the  supplies  derived  from  condemned 
animals  and  from  the  canned  products 
of  establishments  handling  tuberculous 
and  diseased  cattle. 

This  increase  in  cancer  is  acceler- 
ated by  the  influx  of  foreigners  willing 
to  eat  even  inferior  grades  of  meat. 
So  much  may  be  demonstrated,  insists 
Dr.  Adams,  by  a  study  of  the  vital 
statistics  of  any  American  city.  The 
tables  for  Chicago  give  striking  re- 
sults. 

In  Chicago,  according  to  official 
figures,  between  1856  and  1866  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  from 
cancer  of  680  per  cent,  while  from  1866 
to  1905  the  increase  was  232  per  cent 
The  mere  percentages  would  be  mis- 
leading did  we  not  know  that  in  1856 
but  one  in  each  thousand  deaths  was 
from  cancer,  whereas  in  1866  this  had 
increased  to  one  in  each  164.  In  1905 
it  was  one  in  23  deaths,  while  in  1906 
one  deatu  in  every  21.8  was  due  to  this 
disease. 

"The  same  tables  show  plainly  the 
terrible  mortality  among  the  foreign- 
bom  residents  of  Chicago,  particularly 
among  the  Germans,  Irish,  Scandi- 
navians, and  Slavonians.  The  cancer 
death  rate  among  the  Irish  and  Ger- 
man residents  of  Chicago  is  the  high- 
est in  the  world,  being  nearly  300  per 
cent  higher  than  in  their  native  coun- 
tries. The  Chicago  mortality  tables 
show  that  of  four  deaths  among  Ger- 
mans over  40  years  of  age,  one  is  from 
cancer.  In  Germany  it  is  one  in  twelve 
Of  the  Irish  dying  in  Chicago,  over  40 
years  of  age,  one  in  every  six  dies 
from  cancer,  while  the  cancer  death 
rate  in  Ireland  at  the  same  age  is  one 
in  fifteen.  Similarly,  the  Scandinavi- 
ans, Slavonians,  and  other  foreign 
born,  except  the  Italians  and  Chinese, 
Show  a  far  greater  death  rate '  from 
cancer  in  Chicago  than  in  their  own 
homes,  the  two  last  named  races  mair.- 
taining  the  low  mortality  of  their  na- 
tive lands." 

A  study  was  made  of  the  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  in  the  fifteen  sani- 
tary divisions  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
as  well  as  in  the  public  institutions. 
liSpecial  attention  was  given  to  the 
relation  to  the  population,  nativity,  oc- 
cupation, sex,  age,  race,  diet  and  sani- 
tary, hygiene,  social  and  economic  con- 
ditions. Tne  idea  was  to  shed  some 
light  upon  the  abnormally  high  death 
rate  of  some  foreign  nationalities  in 


Chicago,  the  low  death  rate  of  others 
and  the  comparative  immunity  of  Illi- 
nois and  Chicago  born  i)er8ons. 

It  was  found  that  the  Italians  made 
their  staple  diet  of  macaroni  and  spa- 
ghetti their  national  dishes.  The 
Chinese  adhered  to  their  national  diet 
of  rice.  The  nations  showing  higher 
mortality  consumed  large  quantities  of 
canned,  preserved,  dried  and  pickled 
meats,  sausages  and  so  forth.  While 
these  canned  foods  are  eaten  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  in  the  native  lands  of  the 
foreign-bom  prior  to  their  coming 
here,  the  higher  prices  of  fresh  meat 
afford  an  incentive  to  their  greater  con- 
sumption. 

Yet  another  result  of  the  investiga- 
tion was  that  the  bulk  of  the  fresh 
meat  prepared  at  the  plant  of  a  slaugh- 
tering company  (where  stock  con- 
demned by  official  inspectors  is  slaugh- 
tered) is  eaten  by  the  poor. 


Being,  on  the  Square. 

By  being  on  the  square  and  always 
trying  to  do  the  right  thing,  men  add 
to  reputation  and  make  character 
count  The  fear  of  offending  a  friend 
and  the  desire  for  selfish  personal 
gain  has  made  many  men  little  less 
than  moral  cowards.  A  lack  of  real 
•backbone,  when  backbone  was  re- 
quired, has  made  supposed  men  cring- 
ing, fawning  creatures.  Every  man 
should  have  a  mission  in  life,  and  he 
can  not  be  square  with  himself  by 
sacrificing  his  manhood.  He  can  not 
allow  himself  to  be  the  tool  of  others 
and  retain  his  manhood. 

Many  men  have  made  enemies  by 
doing  their  duty.  Many  men  have  sac- 
rificed the  friendship  of  years  by  doing 
the  right  thing  and  by  being  on  the 
square;  but  no  man  has  ever  lost  his 
own  self  respect  or  the  respect  of  other 
men  by  being  a  man. 

In  the  struggle  of  life  each  one  of  us 
has  had  some  experience,  and  real  ob- 
stacles have  been  met. 

Some  have  fought  the  good,  hard 
fight  against  wrong  and  trickery — 
have  fought  for  right  and  for  man- 
hood, and  have  won. 

Others  have  sacrificed  the  principles 
of  right  for  selfish  gain.  But  what 
was  the  gain?  Was  it  worth  the  sacri- 
fice? No;  a  hundred  times  not.  Gain 
at  the  expense  of  self  respect  is  a 
severe  handicap  In  life,  and  a  load  that 
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makes  peace  of  mind  Impossible. 
Their  sacrifice  of  character  gave  them 
the  whining  cry  and  the  fear  of  being 
marked  by  their  fellow  men. 

Manhood  is  a  quality  of  real  men, 
and  character  is  the  asset  and  the 
foundation  upon  which  manhood  is 
built.  By  being  on  the  square,  by 
doing  your  duty  honestly,  without  fear 
or  favor,  you  are  building  the  struc- 
ture of  manhood  on  the  foundation  of 
character. 

There  are  many  who  will  try  to  use 
you  for  their  selfish  ends,  and  will 
endeavor  to  gain  your  confidence,  so 
that  they  can  accomplish  their  pur- 
poses. 

This  type  is  many  and  varied,  and 
we  find  them  in  all  wallcs  of  life.  They 
are  ever  awake  to  the  realization  that 
your  influence  counts,  and  if  they  can 
succeed  in  directing  that  Influence  for 
their  own  profit,  they  are  satisfied 
with  their  Job. 

If  you  revolt  and  spurn  them,  they 
attack  your  character  and  try  to  in- 
jure your  good  name.  By  standing 
firm  against  such  creatures,  by  show- 
ing your  independence  and  manhood, 
you  defeat  their  designs. 

In  the  labor  movement  we  have  this 
type,  but  we  can  thank  God  that  (for 
the  future  of  the  movement)  their  In- 
fiuence  is  small. 

Let  us  keep  a  sharp  watch  for  such 
schemers  and  drive  them  from  the 
movement.  Their  place  is  not  among 
honorable  men,  for  they  sow  the  seed 
of  dishonor  by  their  presence  therein. 
— The  Electrical  Worker. 


John  Brown:  History's  Greatest 
Hero. 

The  most  picturesque  character,  the 
bravest  man  and  most  self-sacrificing 
soul  in  American  history,  was  hanged 
at  Charlestown,  Va.,  Dec.  2,  1859. 

On  that  day  Thoreau  said:  "Some 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago  Christ  was 
crucified.  This  morning,  perchance, 
Captain  Brown  was  hung.  These  are 
the  two  ends  of  a  chain  which  is  not 
without  its  links;  he  is  an  Angel  or 
Light.  .  .  I  foresee  the  time  when 
the  painter  will  paint  that  scene,  no 
longer  going  to  Rome  for  a  subject; 
the  poet  will  sing  it,  the  historian 
record  it,  and  with  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims  and  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence it  will  be  the  ornament  of 


some  future  national  gallery,  when  at 
least  the  present  form  of  slavery  shall 
be  no  more  here.  We  shall  then  be  at 
liberty  to  weep  for  Captain  Brown." 

Few  people  dared  that  fateful  day  to 
breathe  a  sympathetic  word  for  the 
grizzled  old  agitator.  For  years  he 
had  carried  on  his  warfare  against 
chattel  slavery.  He  had  only  a  hand- 
ful of  fanatical  followers  to  support 
him.  But  to  his  mind  his  duty  was 
clear,  and  that  was  enou^  He  would 
fight  it  out  to  the  end,  and  if  need  be 
alone. 

Old  John  Brown  set  an  example  of 
moral  courage  and  of  slngle>heaited 
devotion  to  an  ideal  for  all  men  and 
for  all  ages. 

With  every  drop  of  his  honest  blood 
he  hated  slavery,  and  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  resolved  to  lay  his  life  on 
Freedom's  altar  in  wiping  out  that 
Insufferable  afflictton.  He  never  fal- 
tered. So  God-like  was  his  unconquer- 
able soul  that  he  dared  to  face  the 
world  alone.     How  perfectly  sublime! 

He  did  not  reckon  the  overwhelming 
numbers  against  him,  nor  the  paltry 
few  that  were  on  his  side.  This 
grosser  aspect  of  the  issue  found  no 
lodgment  in  his  mind  or  heart.  He 
was  right  and  Jehovah  was  with  him. 
His  was  not  to  reckon  consequences, 
but  to  strike  the  immortal  blow  and 
step  from  the  gallows  to  the  throne  of 
God. 

Not  for  earthly  glory  did  John 
Brown  wage  his  holy  warfare;  not  for 
any  recognition  or  reward  the  people 
had  it  in  their  power  to  bestow.  His 
great  heart  was  set  upon  a  higher  goal, 
animated  by  a  loftier  ambition.  His 
grand  soul  was  Illumined  by  a  sdb- 
limer  ideal.  A  race  of  human  beings, 
lowly  and  despised,  were  in  chains, 
^and  this  festering  crime  was  eating  out 
the  heart  of  civilization. 

In  the  presence  of  this  awful  plague 
logic  was  silent,  reason  dumb,  pity 
dead. 

The  wrath  of  retributive  Justice, 
long:'  asleep,  awakened  at  last  and 
hurled  its  lurid  bolt.  Old  John  Brown 
struck  the  blow  and  the  storm  broke. 
That  hour  chattel  slavery  was  dead. 

In  the  first  frightful  convulsion  the 
slave  power  seized  the  grand  old  lib- 
erator by  the  throat,  put  him  in  irons 
and  threw  him  into  a  dungeon  to  await 
execution. 

Alas!  it  was  too  late.  His  work  was 
done.     All  Virginia  could  do  was  to 
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furnish  the  crown  for  his  martyrdom. 

Victor  Hugo  exclaimed  In  a  burst  of 
reverential  passion:  "John  Brown  is 
grander  than  George  Washington!" 

History  may  be  searched  In  vain  for 
an  example  of  noble  heroism  and  sub- 
lime self-sacrlflce  equal  to  that  of  Old 
John  Brown. 

From  the  beginning  of  his  career  to 
its  close  he  had  but  one  idea  and  one 
ideal,  and  that  was  to  destroy  chattel 
slavery;  and  in  that  cause  he  sealed 
his  devotion  with  his  noble  blood. 
Realizing  that  his  work  was  done,  he 
passed  serenely,  almost  with  Joy,  from 
the  scenes  of  men. 

His  cahnness  upon  the  gallows  was 
awe-inspiring;   his  exaltation  supreme. 

Old  John  Brown  is  not  dead.  His 
soul  still  marches  on,  and  each  pass- 
ing year  weaves  new  garlands  for  his 
brow  and  adds  fresh  lustre  to  his 
deathless  glory. 

Who  shall  be  the  John  Brown  of 
Wage-Slavery? — Eugene  V,  Dehs. 


Do  As  You  Please. 

The  worklngman  who  says  he  will 
not  join  a  laibor  union  because  *he 
wants  to  be  indei>endent  and  do  as  he 
pleases  has  not  learned  to  think  very 
deeply  on  the  things  that  affect  him 
economically.  He  simply  echoes  the 
voice  of  the  selfish  employer. 

Independence  is  a  precious  term  to 
the  true  American.  But  he  does  not 
always  understand  what  it  means. 

A  man  is  truly  independent  when  he 
stands  for  that  which  is  best  for 'him- 
self, his  family  and  his  country. 

The  man  who  asserts  his  independ- 
ence in  getting  drunk  and  making  a 
beast  of  himself,  a  menace  to  his  fam- 
ily and  a  nuisance  to  society,  is  not  a 
high  class  of  Independent  citizen. 

The  working  man  who  asserts  his 
Independence  in  working  for  any  wage 
his  employer  may  elect  and  suibmit- 
tlng  to  the  conditions  he  may  impose, 
cannot  claim  the  enjoyment  of  a  su- 
perior quality  of  independence. 

Is  it  possible  for  the  worklngman  to 
do  as  he  pleases?  How  far  can  he  go 
in  that  direction? 

Let  him  start  out  tomorrow  morn- 
ing with  the  idea  that  he  is  going  to 
do  as  he  pleases  and  attempt  to  put  It 
into  effect.  Let  him  please  to  get  a 
raise  of  wages  and  a  shortening  of 
hours.    If  he  is  getting  three  dollars  a 


day,  let  him  please  to  get  four.  Will 
he  get  what  he  pleases?  , 

Is  the  worklngman  surrendering  his 
independence  by  Joining  a  union?  No. 
He  is  insuring  his  Independence.  He 
is  strengthening  his  independence,  for 
"in  union  there  is  strength."  As  a 
union  member  he  has  a  voice  and  vote 
in  everything  that  affects  his  Job. 
Does  the  employer  accord  him  a  voice 
and  vote  in  the  adjustment  of  relation- 
ship between  them?  He  has  nothing 
to  say.  He  must  simply  submit.  He 
must  do  as  the  employer  pleases. 

What  would  be  the  degree  of  inde- 
pendence enjoyed  by  the  American 
workers  if  the  unions  were  not  in  ex- 
istence? How  many  instances  is  it 
possible  to  find  wherein  employers  Im- 
proved conditions  of  labor  without  the 
intervention  of  union  influences?  Why 
do  employers  oppose  unions?  Because 
they  make  employes  more  Independent, 
more  manly,  more  American. 

Be  not  deceived,  workingmen.  When 
you  are  advised  to  adhere  to  the  kind 
of  independence  advocated  by  selfish 
employers,  be  assured  that  the  curtail- 
ment of  your  Independence  Is  contem- 
plated.— The  Citizen,  Los  Angeles,  CaJ. 


Pharaoh  and  Modern  Labor. 

W.  E.  McBwen,  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  Minnesota  State  Federation  of 
Labor,  was  invited  to  address  the  Du- 
luth  Ministerial  Association.  In  his 
response  to  the  invitation,  among 
many  good  things,  he  said: 

"In  our  country  citizenship  implies 
not  only  rights  and  privileges,  it  also 
imposes  duties  and  obligations,  and 
from  these  no  good  citizen  has  the 
right  to  claim  exemption. 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  so-called 
'open  shop'  is  Indeed  the  closed  shop, 
closed  to  workmen  who  have  the  in- 
telligence and  the  manhood  to  realize 
that  they,  acting  as  individuals,  can- 
not hope  for  the  redress  of  a  wrong 
or  the  attainment  of  a  right.  Men 
who  understand  their  duty  to  them- 
selves and  their  fellows  unite  and 
associate  for  the  betterment  of  their 
conditions  and  to  secure  the  right  and 
the  Justice  which  are  so  essentially 
theirs. 

"The  laibor  question  is  as  old  as 
civilization  itself.  In  my  bible  study 
I  have  often  thought  of  the  similarity 
of  the   struggle   of    the   brickmakers 
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in  Egypt  with  the  efforts  of  the 
unions  of  today  In  attempting  to  se- 
cure the  industrial  freedom  of  lalwr. 
Moses  can  be  said  to  have  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  business  agent  of  the 
brickmakers'  union.  With  earnestness 
and  diplomacy  he  plead  with  Pharoah 
to  grant  greater  liberties  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel.  There  was  not  much 
difference  in  human  character  between 
the  Pharoah  of  old  and  the  commer- 
cial "Pharoah"'  of  today.  The  King 
of  Egypt  was  long  on  prcnnises  and 
short  on  their  fulfillment. 

"He  deceived  Moses  repeatedly. 
After  many  scourges  had  been  visited 
upon  his  people  his  answer  was  to 
compel  the  brickmakers  to  gather 
straw,  after  they  had  finished  making 
bricks  for  the  day.  He  believed  by 
keeping  them  constantly  at  work  there 
would  be  little  opportunity  for  them 
to  communicate  among  themselves. 

"Not  a  few  employers  of  labor  still 
hold  to  the  theory  of  old  King  Pha- 
roah. When  the  final  effort  for  free- 
dom was  made  by  the  children  of 
Israel,  they  encountered  40  years  of 
trials  and  tribulations  in  the  wilder- 
ness. This  experience  ought  to  be  a 
lesson  to  the  working  men  of  today." 


Money  Getting  Made  Easy,  or 
High  finance  Laid  Bare. 

High  finance  is  founded  on  two  pre- 
cepts: first,  that  there  is  more  money 
in  wrecking  than  in  building  up  an 
industrial  enterprise,  and,  second,  that 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  numlber  and 
foolhardiness  of  the  "suckers." 

Wall  Street  gentlemen  never  go  to 
the  trouble  of  establishing  an  indus- 
try. It  takes  time,  skill  and  patience 
to  build  up  a  great  iron  works  from  a 
crossroads  blacksmith  shop,  or  to  con- 
struct a  railroad  through  new  terri- 
tory. Besides,  the  risks  of  such  un- 
dertakings are  great  and  the  profits, 
according  to  Wall  Street  standards, 
small.  The  high  financiers  cast  about 
for  a  profitable  going  concern.  They 
buy,  in  one  way  or  another,  a  majority 
of  the  stock,  and  then  proceed,  by  all 
the  devices  known  to  corporation  law- 
yers, to  water  the  stock.  When  the 
stock  of  the  principal  corporation  has 
been  watered  to  its  full  capacity  sub- 
sidiary companies  are  formed  and  the 
stock  of  the  companies  is  watered.  In 
the  long  run,  of  course,  the  business  is 


wrecked,  but  the  promoters  take  pains 
to  get  out  with  their  loot  before  the 
catastrophe. 

The  game  could  not  be  played  if  the 
public  had  enough  sense  not  to  pay 
$100  for  a  piece  of  paper  representing 
an  actual  value,  perhaps,  of  |2,  but 
when  will  the  public  learn?  A  group 
of  financiers  buy  a  tobacco  factory  for 
$200,000  or — more  often — get  an  option 
to  Iray  it  for  that  sum.  and  Immedi- 
ately incorporate  for  $5,000,000  and 
sell  the  stock  to  gulliMe  outsiders  for 
that  sum.  The  promoters  make  mil- 
lions without  putting  up  a  dollar,  but 
the  orange  has  not  been  squeezed  dry. 
They  continue  to  dilute  the  capital  and 
the  public  continues  to  pay  good 
money  for  stock  certificates.  In  the 
end,  a  receiver  is  appointed,  the  stock 
depreciates  to  its  true  value,  and  the 
small  investors  find  their  capital 
shrunk  almost  to  nothing.  But  ex- 
perience teaches  them  little.  The  lamA) 
shorn  in  one  scheme  walks  into  the 
shearer's  hands  again  as  soon  as  he 
acquires  a  new  coat  of  wool.  It  is  so 
easy  to  swindle  the  public  that  Wall 
Street  confidence  men  can  hardly  be 
blamed  for  believing  that  nature  made 
the  pigeons  to  be  plucked. — San  Fran- 
cisco Bulletin. 


The  organization  of  employes  on  the 
railway  lines  of  the  United  States  dates 
from  the  organizing  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  the  Footboard  at  Detroit, 
Mich.,  May  8,  1863,  by  the  locomotive 
engineers,  wihich  association  is  now 
known  as  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomo- 
tive Engineers.  Other  branches  of  the 
transportation  service  followed  from 
time  to  time,  so  that  now  each  branch 
of  the  service  is  (M'ganiaed. 


Free. 

The  Eisendrath  Glove  Co.,  have 
issued  a  handsome  illustrated  booklet 
descriptive  of  the  products  of  this  en- 
terprising concern.  This  booklet  will 
be  sent  free  to  any  of  our  readers  wish- 
ing to  study  gloveology. 

The  Eisendrath  Olove  Co.  is  one  of 
the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the 
world,  having  lately  added  one  story 
to  its  building,  which  now  covers  over 
four  acres  of  space. 

Write  for  this  booklet  and  inform 
yourself  on  the  best  gloves  made  in 
the  world. 
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Where  Do  You  Stand? 

The  time  has  come  for  the  throwing 

aside 
Of    the    masks    and    pretexts    'neath 

which  men  hide. 
There's  a  conflict  on,  and  year  by  year 
The   lines   of  cleavage   become   more 

clear. 
Th^e's  a  conflict  on  between  the  few 
Who  absorb  the  wealth,  and  the  ones 

who  do; 
And  this  question  is  coming  straight 

home  to  you, 
When  you  stop  your  hedging  and  rtiow 

your  hand, 
Where  do  you  stand? 

There  are  only  two  sides  in  this  iblood^ 

less  fight. 
And  only  one  of  those  sides  is  right 
Between  the  two  grows  too  wide  a 

breach 
To  safely  stand  with  a  foot  on  each. 
However  we  seek  to  dodge  or  evade. 
The  ranks  are  formed  and  the  issue 

made. 
It  remains  for  each  to  decide  where  he 
Would  wish  to  bestow  the  victory. 
On  the  side  of  Greed  or  Humanity. 
The    time    has    passed    for    evasions 

bland: 
Where  do  you  stand? 

'Tis  the  same  old  issue  defined  once 

more 
Our  fathers  fought  in  the  days  of  yore; 
'Tis  the  issue  that  Moses  had  to  face. 
When  he  led  from  bonda^^e  the  chosen 

race; 
'Tls  the  issue  Christ  met  on  Calvary 
When  He  died  in  the  effort  to  make 

men  free — 
On   the   one   side   selfishness  on   the 

throne, 
On   the  other   the   tollers  who  want 

their  own, 
And  the  forces  of  Justice  make  this 

demand: 
Where  do  you  stand? 

— /.  A.  Edgerton. 


Notice. 

Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
Frank  Hayes,  brother  of  the  late 
Thomas  Hayes,  formerly  of  Momence, 
111.,  win  confer  a  favor  by  sending  the 
information  to  Star  of  Hope  Lodge  No. 
18,  Coal  City.  III.  This  Frank  Hayes 
was  said  to  be  at  one  time  a  member 
of  the  T}rpographlcal  Union. 


The  White  Slave. 

Not  bleeding  'neath  the  lash  of  Egypt's 
scorn. 

Not  In  the  dungeons  nor  in  galley 
chains. 

Nor  baited  to  the  savage  lions  now. 

Like  those  to  Nero's  bloody  thirst  con- 
signed, 

But  look  on  him,  the  white  slave  of 
our  time; 

See  on  his  face  the  centuries'  stamp  of 
crime. 

Te  see  no  chains,  but  yet  more  sharp 

than  steel 
Life's  shackles  cut  Into  his  tortured 

soul. 
The  white  slave  tolls  away  his  hopeless 

Ufe, 
And  dies  like  coral  worms  beneath  the 

sea, 
That  palaces  and  gardens  by  his  hands 

may  grow, 
While  kingdoms  rise  and  princes  come 

and  go. 

His  masters  revel  while  the  white  slave 

toils. 
"Be  ye  contented,"  is  his  only  cheer; 
And  when  to  God  goes  up  a  cry  for 

help. 
In  vain  he  prays  to  Him  who  dwells 

on  high: 
"O  God  of  Plenty,  art  Thou  blind  and 

deaf. 
That  to  this  lowly  cry  comes  no  re- 

liefr' 

His  masters  revel.  Their  remorse  of 
soul 

Is  drowned  In  ruby  wine  when  tears 
should  flow; 

Lights  of  the  ballroom,  softly  pleading 
flutes; 

What  thoughts  are  lent  for  tales  of 
man's  distress? 

Tell  these  of  sorrow,  and  they  heed  you 
not, 

For  splendor  hides  from  them  the  can- 
cerous blot 

The  masters  revel.  Countless  thous- 
ands starve. 

The  white  slave's  cup  of  woe  is  surely 
full. 

God  of  the  wealthy.  If  Thou  be  their 
God, 

Cover  Thine  eyes  when  this  cup  over- 
flows. 

For  Satan's  realm  makes  not  the  whole 
of  hell 
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While  sons  of  earth  such  fearful  tales 
can  tell. 

The  pupils  breathe  forth  libels  on  Thy 
name; 

Thou  canst  not  be  the  God  to  whom 
they  cry. 

Thou  wilt  not  stand  for  treason's  earth- 
ly lords, 

Nor  see  Thy  poor  oppressed  forever 
wronged. 

Come  quickly,  lest  Thy  teachings  fade 
away. 

And  men  forget  Thy  mercies  while 
they  pray. 

The  black  slave  cried;  his  cry  was  not 

in  vain. 
Prophets  arose  to  sound  the  warning 

note. 
The  crisis  came,  and  'mid  the  clash  of 

steel 
From  sable  limbs  the  cruel  fetters  fell. 
Great  was  the  price,  but  not  too  great 

to  pay. 
That   men   might   be   redeemed   from 

slavery's  sway. 

Te  white  slaves,  stand  together,  side 

by  side. 
And  list  in  silent  prayer  the  distant 

storm. 
Though   faint  and   far,   we  catch   its 

murmur  now — 
Prophetic  ears   can   not  mistake   the 

sound. 
'Tis  coming— coming  fast— this  storm 

cloud  dark. 
But  those  who  revel  neither  see  nor 

hark. 

— Orand  Rapid8  Chronicle. 


Do  Your  Duty. 

Trim  the  wick  In  the  lamp  of  reason 
so  that  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  way 
that  you  and  your  fellow  trade  union- 
ists must  travel  to  secure  success. 
The  labor  movement,  generally  speak- 
ing, has  been  the  sufferer  from  Inat- 
tention; it  has  been  staggering  under 
a  fearful  load  of  indifference,  saddled 
on  its  back  by  those  who  should  be  up 
and  doing  all  the  time.  The  action  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington  and 
its  decisions  are  as  pebbles  on  the 
path  of  progress  compared  with  the 
hordes  of  indifferent  card  men  and 
women,  who  either  will  not  or  can  not 
see  the  need  of  getting  together  and 


sticking  together   for   their   advance- 
ment and  future  welfare. 

The  courts  can  and  do  offer  impedi- 
ments of  a  character  that  mean  much, 
but  the  real,  live,  up-to-date  trade 
union  memlber  knows  full  well  that 
courts  can  not  force  you  to  purchase 
non-union  labeled  goods,  nor  can  they 
compel  you  to  patronize  those  estab- 
lishments where  union  labor  is  barred 
by  reason  of  its  non-employment  there- 
in. If  we  would  but  agitate  "full 
meeting  rooms"  as  we  do  other  things 
that  are  allegedly  full,  there  would  be 
little  reason  to  fear  for  the  future  of 
union  labor.  We  must  get  over  the 
habit  of  Just  paying  our  dues  alone; 
we  must  attend  the  conferences  of  our 
fellows;  we  need  all  the  energy  and 
brains  in  our  union  to  overcome  ob- 
stacles, and  these  can  best  be  obliter- 
ated by  active  participation  in  labor's 
cause,  the  purchasing  of  nothing  that 
does  not  bear  the  union  label;  the 
bearing  of  our  share  of  the  burden, 
and  our  general  co-(H)eration  to  the 
end  of  fully  emancipating  all  those 
who  toll  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 
Remember,  that  "he  serves  well  who 
dares  to  be  true,"  and  the  trade  union- 
ist that  cannot  see  the  wisdom  of  do- 
ing his  share  in  the  work,  needs  the 
services  of  something  besides  an 
oculist;  he  requires  an  injection  of 
good  hard  conmion  horse  sense,  and 
the  only  way  he  will  seemingly  get 
what's  coming  to  him,  is  the  route 
prepared  by  the  opponents  of  human 
progress.  The  court  was  never  organ- 
ized that  can  force  labor  to  quit  its 
mission  of  protecting  the  frail  and  aid- 
ing the  distressed;  all  that  we  as 
members  need  to  do  is  our  duty  to  our- 
selves.— Mixer  and  Server, 


frank  P.  Sargent  Dead. 

Frank  Pierce  Sargent,  commissioner 
general  of  immigration,  for  over  16 
years  grand  master  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Firemen,  died  at  his 
'apartments  at  the  Manor  House  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  4th.  He  was 
54  years  old. 

For  many  weeks  a  paralytic,  the  re- 
suit  of  a  fall  while  visiting  in  Shep- 
herdstown,  W.  Va.,  in  July,  he  had 
shown  much  Improvement  until  a 
sinking  spell  set  in  from  which  be 
•  never  rallied.  Bright's  disease  and 
stomach  trouble  complicated  his  case. 
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Poverty  Lane. 

I've  read  quite  a  number  of  essays  of 

late 
On  Homes  of  the  Famous  and  Homes 

of  the  Great, 
The    bungalow    toe    of    J.    Wlllleboy 

Jones, 
The  radium  cottage  of  Mrs.  Van  Bones, 
The    Spanish    facade    of   A.    Carnegie 

Wiggs. 
The  Roman  insides  of  Horatius  Briggs. 

We've  pictures  that  give  us  an  external 

view 
Of  four-'level-forty-four  Fifth  avenue; 
The  roof  of  eleventeen  Central  Park, 

west. 
By  picture  and  pen  has  been  doubly 

impressed. 
On    waterside    bungalows,    houseboats 

galore, 
We've  papers  and  articles  score  upon 

score. 

But  where  is  the  wight  who  will  show 

us  the  drear 
Facade  of  the  tenement — also  the  rear 
With  fire  escapes  from  the  roof  to  the 

pave, 
That  do  double  duty  our  humans  to 

save, 
According  from  fire  an  Iron  retreat 
And  making  by  night  an  escape  from 

the  heat? 

The  Gardens  Italian  of  Mrs.  DeMunn 
Are  fair  for  to  see  in  the  midsummer 

sun. 
Yet  less  of  humanity  lies  there  for  me 
Than  when  in  the  tenement  window  1 


From  fragrant  Queen  Flora  the  tiniest 

crumb — 
A  brave  little  sprlglet  of  geranium! 

Tls  pleasant  to  know  that  the  child  of 
the  great 

Finds  here  in  this  world  such  a  happy 
estate; 

But  show  us  the  playground  of  Pov- 
erty Lane, 

Where  thousands  of  mortals,  in  strug- 
gle and  pain. 

Are  gasping  for  air  on  this  bright  sum- 
mer day — 

O,  what  are  the  games  that  their  little 
ones  play? 

Aye,  palace  and  mansion  and  rich  gar- 
den wall 


And  houseboat  and  bungalow,  cottage 
and  all, 

Are  splendid  possessions  and  worthy 
of  text, 

But  here's  to  the  fellow  who  comes 
along  next 

And  paints  us  the  scenes,  not  of  Van- 
ity Fair. 

But  Poverty  Lane  with  its  touch  of 
despair! 

For  those  who  are  dwelling  in  Vanity 

Fair 
Are  past  all  our  helping  or  generous 

care. 
Their  worries  and  troubles  we  cannot 

relieve, 
No  matter  what  generous  gifts  we  re 

celve — 
But  what  a  relief  to  dire  trouble  and 

pain 
If   men    knew    the   story   of    Poverty 

Lane! 

— John  KendHck  Bangs,  in  yew  York 
Sun. 


Breaking  the  News  Gently. 

The  Chinese  editors  excel  all  others 
in  the  art  of  returning  contributions 
in  such  a  way  as -J.o„ spare. the  con- 
tributor's feelings.  Instead  of  curtly 
saying  that  the  manuscript  Is  "un- 
available" or  "not  adapted,"  they  send 
the  writer  a  letter  somewhat  like  the 
following: 

"Illustrious  Brother  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon:  Behold  thy  servant  prostrate 
before  thy  feet  I  bow  to  thee  and  beg 
of  thy  graclousness  thou  mayest  grant 
that  I  may  speak  and  live.  Thy  hon- 
ored manuscript  has  deigned  to  cast 
the  light  of  its  august  countenance 
upon  us.  With  rapture  we  have 
perused  it.  By  the  bones  of  my  an- 
cestors, never  have  I  encountered  such 
wit,  such  pathos,  such  lofty  thought. 
With  fear  and  trembling  I  return  the 
writing.  Were  I  to  publish  the  treas- 
ure you  sent  me  the  emperor  would 
order  that  it  should  be  made  the  stand- 
ard and  that  none  be  published  except 
such  as  equaled  It.  Knowing  literature 
as  I  do.  and  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible In  10,000  years  to  equal  what  you 
have  done,  I  send  your  writing  back. 
Ten  thousand  times  I  crave  your  par- 
don. Behold,  my  head  is  at  your  feet. 
Do  what  you  will.  Your  servant's 
servant.  The  EJditob.*' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


899 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


TOMMY   AMD  JONMMV   WMITK.    •OMS    OF   •nOTNKN   4,  K.  WNITK.  ^NKSIOKMT  Or  LOOOK  *••,    OOLTOM.  ILL. 

As  you  see,  the  crew  is  short-handed  for  the  reason  there  was  no  available  S.  U.  man  in  sight 


Labor  Agitators. 

Only  a  few  yeara  ego,  to  d«8lgiiate 
one  as  being  a  "labor  agitator"  was  to 
raise  visions  of  mnrder  and  arson  and 
violence  of  all  kinds.  This  was  be- 
fore the  work  of  the  "agitator"  had  be- 
come commonly  known. 

But  as  it  has  become  disclosed  that 
the  work  of  the  "agitator"  was  in  the 
main  peaceful,  that  he  was  advancing 
ideas  that  meant  the  betterment  of  the 
human  race,  that  he  was  espousing  the 
cause  of  those  who  were  in  no  posi- 
tion to  make  their  wants  effectually 
known,  a  different  view  of  this  much 
maligned  individual  has  been  taken. 
Today,  no  disgrace  attaches  to  the 
term. 

Fifteen  years  before  the  Civil  War, 
Garrison  and  Phillips  and  Lovejoy 
were  in  the  "agitator"  class,  and  were 
treated  as  roughly  in  the  civilized 
communities  of  the  E3ast  as  have  been 
some  "labor  agitators"  in  the  less 
peaceful  communities  of  the  West 
within  recent  years.  But  time  vindi- 
cated the  abolitionists,  Just  as  time  is 


vindicating  the  men  of  the  present 
day.  And  as  the  term  lost  is  offensive- 
nese  and  became  a  mark  of  honor  to 
those  who  carried  on  the  contest  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  man  half 
a  century  ago,  so  it  is  in  the  contest 
that  is  now  being  carried  on. 

For  the  people,  who,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln said,  generally  wobbl«  right,  have 
seen  that  these  men  who  are  slightr 
ingly  referred  to  by  those  who  would 
defeat  their  purposes  are  not  seeking 
to  array  man  against  man,  but  that 
they  are  forwarding  a  principle.  The 
views  they  are  advancing  are  the  fore- 
words of  an  advancing  civilization. 
They  are  but  laying  the  ground  work 
of  a  future  structure  which  wUl  be 
vastly  better  than  that  we  now  have. 
They  are  not  working  for  their  own 
betterment  at  the  expense  of  their  less 
favored  fellows,  but  their  sole  aim  is 
to  create  conditions  that  will  l>rlng  to 
all  a  better  and  a  brighter  existence. 
— Weekly  Bulletin. 


The  Elephant  and  the  Donkey  will 
soon  be  having  a  parrot  and  a  monkey 
of  a  time. — Trades  Unionist. 
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Triumvia. 

And  they  shall  build  houses  and  In- 
habit them ;  and  they  shall  plant  vine- 
yards, and  eat  the  fruit  of  them.  They 
shall  not  build,  and  another  inhabit; 
they  shall  not  plant,  and  another  eat. 
— Isaiah. 

Deep  down  in  the  recesses 
Of  the  toiler's  wrinkled   brain. 
Dame  Nature  placed  a  pregnant  hope 
That  long  has  dormant  lain; 
Through  age  of  superstition. 
Of  brutality  and  wrong; 
But  we  see  the  long  night  paling. 
And  the  faint  red  gleams  of  mom: 
And  we  know  that  in  the  dawning, 
When  the  shadows  dark  have  flown, 
That  the  strong  right  arm  of  Labor 
Will  arise  and  claim  its  own! 

Then  the  earth  will  yield  her  bounties 
To  the  conquering  sons  of  toil; 
Then  no  more,  shall  nK>ney  mongers 
From  the  workers  take  their  spoil; 
Then  the  slums  and  dens  will  vanish; 
And  the  soldiers  be  sent  home; 
And  the  cannon  will  be  melted; 
Murder  then  will  not  be  done; 
Then  the  sword  shall  turn  to  pruning' 

hook. 
And  war  shall  be  unknown; 
The  prophecy  will  then  be  filled 
When  Labor  claims  its  own. 

Never  more  in  dismal  sweatshop 

Shall  the  child  and  mother  ply; 

Strikes  and  lockouts  will  be  over; 

People  will  not  wish  to  die! 

Oh!     There  is  a  city  building. 

In  the  sturdy  worker's  brain; 

I  see  the  arch  and  colonade 

That  pen  may  not  explain; 

Its  minarets  and  sunlit  spires. 

The  tower  and  the  dome 

That  shall  daunt  the  vaulted  heaven 

When  Labor  clainM  Ita  own. 

There  will  be  glad  songs  of  triumph; 
There  will  be  glad  tears  of  joy; 
And  the  merriment  of  children 
Playing  'neath  an  azure  sky; 
And  the  bells  will  all  be  ringing; 
And  the  red  flag  float  the  air; 
Touth  and  maid  will  trip  fantastic; 
There'll  be  music  everywhere; 
Mother  Earth  be  filled  with  laughter 
At  her  children  coming  home; 
Tis  the  festival  of  ages 
When  Labor  claims  its  own. 


But  you  say  I  am  a  dreamer — 
Very  well — so  let  it  be; 
They  have  said  the  same  of  others, 
Tou  may  say  the  same  of  me: 
But  behold  you,  Labor's  army 
Waking  now  in  all  the  earth, 
Everywhere  throughout  the  nations. 
Bast  and  west  and  south  and  north. 
List!     Hear  you  the  cracking  noise 
Underneath  the  bench  and  throne 
'Tis  an  ominous  sound  that's  saying 
Labor  soon  shall  claim  Its  own! 

— Alanson  Dodge  in  The  Plate  Printer, 


Peed  Your  Head. 

The  normal  human  has  a  head  and 
two  hands.  The  head  plans,  the  hands 
perform.  They  understand  each  other 
perfectly.  The  hands  do  what  the 
head  wants  them  to.  But  it  so  happens 
— ^why  has  always  been  a  mystery  to 
us — that  most  men's  hands  are  subject 
to  a  few  other  men's  heads.  It  is  in- 
deed a  grotesque  arrangement.  To  say 
that  it  expresses  the  creative  plan  is 
to  impeach  the  Almighty. 

If  He  intended  most  men  to  be  the 
mere  hands  of  others,  why  did  He  not 
create  them  headless?  Surely  He 
could  not  have  intended  their  heads 
merely  as  knobs  to  hang  hats  on! 

Oh,  no,  the  fault  is  not  with  the 
plan,  but  with  its  execution,  or,  to  be 
exact,  its  non-execution.  The  plan  of 
a  head  for  every  two  hands  and  two 
hands  for  every  head  strikes  us  as  in- 
finite wisdom  at  high-water  mark. 

The  head  perched  aloft  so  it  can  see, 
blaze  the  way  for  the  body  and  warn 
against  danger!  How  admirable  that 
this  dome  should  be  the  seat  of  reason 
as  well  as  the  lighthouse  of  vision. 

Here  the  subtle  machinery  of 
thought  is  lodged  in  the  brain. 

Marvelous  mechanism!  Here  the 
wants  of  the  body,  the  needs  of  the 
mind  and  the  aspirations  of  the  soui 
all  center  and  here  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications are  drawn  and  tran^nltted 
to  the  hands  and  other  organs  for 
execution. 

But  what  if  the  brain  itself  is  neg- 
lected? .  What  follows  the  lack  of 
proper  nourishment?  Darkness. 
Eclipse.  The  lighthouse  may  remain, 
but  the  light  is  extinguished. 

As  certain  as  the  body  languishes 
and  finally  succumbs  for  the  want  of 
proper    nourishment,    so    the    brain 
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wastes  away  and  finally  ceases  to  func- 
tion for  the  same  reason. 

Every  human  being  should  nourish 
with  wholesome  food  and  stimulant  his 
mental  organism.  Unless  he  does  this 
he  suffers  agony  and  shame  until  the 
grave  opens  to  add  another  to  the 
countless  number  of  silent  witnesses 
that  life  is  a  wretched  failure. 

Feed  3^ur  head  is  a  rather  coarse 
phrase,  but  it  embodies  the  idea  and 
expresses  the  thought. 

Feed  your  head!  Nourish  your 
brain!  Cultivate  your  Intellect!  De- 
velop your  mind!  It  all  means  the 
same  thing,  the  thing  that  twenty  odd 
millions  of  humans  called  hands  in  the 
United  States  ought  to  understand. 

The  capitalist  does  not  become  the 
Industrial  captain  by  the  use  of  his 
own  head  and  his  own  hands.  Oh,  no, 
he  uses  the  hands  of  an  army  of  others 
who  have  no  heads  of  their  own,  or 
have  so  long  neglected  them  that  all 
they  are  fit  for  is  to  light  the  way  of 
their  hands  to  and  from  their  slavish 
tasks. 

Listen  Just  a  moment,  you  myriad- 
headed  host  of  toil!  You  have  power 
id  snap  your  chains  asunder  as  you 
would  packthreads.  Tou  have  but  to 
light  the  fires  in  that  darkened  <brain 
and  feed- ^jtie;  sacred  flame.  To  have 
the  power  of  a  giant  and  cower  beneath 
the  scorn  of  a  pigmy  is  not  your  mis- 
fortune, but  your  disgrace.  Shame 
should. keep  your  face  black  as  are 
your  hands.  Toil  have  no  need  to 
crawl;  .  you  have,  the  strength  to 
stand;  you  require  no  master;  be 
your  own.  Cease  to  beg  and  help  your- 
self. Thi^  eafth  Is  yOurs  and  if  it  is 
not  beautiful  In  ev€|ry  atom,  joyous  in 
evefy  breath  and  divine  in  every  im- 
pulse it  is  because  your  base  and  cruel 
neglect  for  centuries  has  disfigured  it. 

Look  into  your  deformed  hands  and 
read  the  story  of  your  age-long  thral- 
dom! It  is  traced  there  in  characters 
that  throb  with  pain;  written  in  the 
alphabet  of  misef:^  ahd  death. 

Yes,  look  into  your  hands,  you  mil- 
lions of  humans  who  are  known  as 
hands,  and  treated  as  handsy  becatkse 
you  have  denied  your  heads  and  at- 
tached yourselves  to  the  heads  of  your 
masters  that  they  may  reap  in  opulence 
where  you  sow  in  despair! 

There,  in  the  hands  you  have  abused, 
you  can  read  the  indictment  of  the 
head  yon  have  neglected. 


To  put  out  the  light  of  the  brain  is 
to  make  convicts  of  the  hands. 

The  calloused  palms  of  the  labor 
giant  tell  the  tragic  story  of  his  apos- 
tacy  to  his  brain. 

Every  scar  in  labor's  hands  bears 
the  humiliating  testimony  of  its  neg- 
lected brain. 

A  homy  hand  is  a  thing  to  blush  for, 
not  to  be  proud  of. 

It  is  a  palpitant  protest  against 
abuse;  a  burning  impeachment  of  self- 
respect;  a  blistering  reproach  to  man- 
hood. 

When  the  working  class  uses  its 
brain  it  will  no  longer  have  to  abuse 
its  hands. 

When  the  working  class  uses  its 
brain  it  will  know  its  power,  seize  its 
heritage  and  reign  supreme. — Eugene 
y.  Debs, 


Mutterings  of  a  Millionaire. 

For  us  the  farmer  sows  the  grain. 
And  reaps  the  harvest  bright 

For  us  the  ranchman  on  the  plain 
Guards  herds  by  day  and  night. 

For  us  the  delver  in  the  mine 
Brings  forth  the  shining  ore. 

For  us  the  seaman  on  the  brine 
Sails  all  the  wide  world  o'er. 

For  us  the  products  of  the  shop. 

The  factory  and  mill. 
The  worker's  wares,  the  planter's  crop 

Are  ours  to  take  at  will. 

For  us  the  toiler's  grimy  hands 
Build  mansions  of  delight 

For  us  each  court  of  justice  stands 
To  guard  a  vested  right. 

For  us  the  colors  of  the  hills. 

The  forest,  sky  and  main. 
The  artist's  glowing  canvas  fills. 

Our  patronage  to  gain. 

For  us  the  starry  banners  wave 

Beneath  the  shdning  sun. 
For  us  the  nation  sends  its  brave 

To  point  the  deadly  gun. 

For  us  the  children  of  the  poor 

Are  reared  in  hovels  bare, 
-And  hunger,  want  and  pain  endure 

That  we  may  richly  fare. 

— F.  FHnsterbach. 
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Nolliing  to  ArMtrate. 

The   children  may  shiver   when   the 
north  winds  blow, 
"There's  nothing  to  aiMtrate." 
The  babies  may  cry  when  the  fire  is 
low, 
"There's  nothing  to  arbitrate"; 
Let  the  stoves  be  cold  when  the  snow 

drifts  high. 
Let  the  Frost  King  bite  as  he  hurries 

by; 
Let  the  mothers  weep  as  their  loved 
ones  die — 
"There's  nothing  to  art>itrate." 

There  are  men  whose  faces  are  sad 

and  wan. 

But  "there's  nothing  to  arbitrate"; 

There  are  breasts  from  which   hope 

has  forever  gone. 

But  "there's  nothing  to  arbitrate." 

The  ones  who  are  turning  the  humble 

away 
May  have  to  appeal  themselves  some 

day — 
Will  the  Master  then  turn  unto  them 
and  say: 
"There's  nothing  to  arbitrate?" 

— Chicago  Record-Herald. 


Children  Sacrificed  by  Tobacco 
Trust. 

People  who  patronize  the  product  of 
the  American  Tobacco  Company  can 
find  food  for  reflection  in  the  follow- 
ing account  of  how  it  conducts  Its  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  in  Chicago: 

Twelve-year-old  children  go  to 
"school"  at  the  tobacco  factories  on 
the  west  side.  The  American  Tobacco 
Company  does  not  employ  union  labor 
if  it  knows  it  It  cannot  use  entirely 
inexperienced  children.  As  a  result, 
all  along  Halsted.  Twelfth,  Fourteenth 
and  Eighteenth  streets  there  exist  so- 
called  "schools"  for  cigarmaking.  At 
these  Hictories  only  children  are  em- 
ployed. At  one  on  Newberry  avenue 
thirty  children,  mostly  Russians,  are 
used.  They  receive  no  pay  and  are 
bound  out  to  learn  the  trade. 

As  with  the  American  Tobacco  fac- 
tories, no  one  is  admitted  to  these 
shops  and  no  child  is  taken  unless  its 
parents  are  known. 

The  American  Tobacco  Company  is 
capitalized  at  $71,000,000.  It  thrives 
on  cheap  woman  and  child  labor.  Over 


80  per  cent,  of  the  ^bacco  workers  in 
the  trust  factories  are  women  and  chil- 
dren. One  factory  containing  797 
workers  has  nothing  but  women.  Un- 
organized woman  labor  is  cheap  labor. 
Here  are  wages  paid  in  trust  factories 
and  in  union  factories:  For  the  mak- 
ing of  five-cent  cigars  the  American 
Tobacco  Company  pays  from  $1.60  to 
|8  per  thousand,  averaging  15.60.  For 
the  same  work  the  union  factories  pay 
from  16  to  $10.50. 

Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  girls  work- 
ing in  the  trust  factories,  receive  but 
$3  per  week. — Exchange, 


The  Value  of  Brevity. 

Not  long  ago,  at  a  meeting  of  a  lit- 
erary club  in  the  Quaker  City  called 
the  Franklin  Inn,  says  the  Philadel- 
phia Bulletin,  a  young  poet,  licking  his 
lips,  said  that  Conan  Doyle  was  paid 
$1  a  word. 

"That  is  nothing/'  said  a  railway 
advertising  man.  "I  know  of  a  case 
where  a  man  was  paid  $1,000  a  wora. 
Our  line  used  to  hive  at"  Its  grade 
crossings  a  very  long  and  complicated 
sign  that  began:  'Beware  of  the  en- 
gines and  cars,'  and  then  this  sign 
went  on  with  a  lot  of  Injunctions  and 
warnings  that  would  have  taken  five 
minutes  to  read.  In  a  number  of  acci- 
dent cases  the  complainants  for  dam- 
ages declared  that  our  long  signs  were 
not  clear  warnings.  Therefore  the  line 
decided  at  last  to  get  a  new  grade 
crossings  sign,  and  Judge  Paxton  was 
engaged  to  write  one.  The  4ilgn  that 
Judge  Paxton  wrote  cost  $1,000  a  word, 
but  it  was  a  classic.  It  remains  a 
classic.  It  Is  as  well  known  among  us 
as  'Father,  I  cannot  tell  a  lie,'  or  'Eng- 
land expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.' 
The  sign  that  cost  $1,000  a  word>  or 
$6,000  In  all,  was  the  famous  'Railroad 
Crossing — Stop.  Look  and  Listen'." 


Woman  is  gradually  forcing  her  own 
emancipation  from  her  condition  of 
economic  dependence.  The  number  of 
women  In  the  organized  lalbor  move- 
ment. Industrial  and  political,  Is  con- 
stantly increasing  and  these  women 
are  becoming  constantly  mor^  active 
and  aggressive.  When  they  strike 
alone  or  with  their  brother  workers 
they  are  an  element  which  cannot  be 
bought. 
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The  Man  Who  Didn't  Kick. 

A  man  who  kicked  and  a  man  who 

didn't  together  set  out  one  day. 
And  the   man   who   kicked   could   be 

heard  complaining  forever  along 

the  way; 
And   the   people   frowned   when   they 

saw    him    coming,    and    gladly 

they  saw  him  go, 
But    always    he    got    the    things    hie 

wanted,   for   letting   the   people 

know. 

The  man  who  never  was  heard  com- 
plaining got  much  of  the  people's 
praise, 

And  they  gladly  smiled  when  they 
saw  him  coming,  because  of  his 
cheerful  ways; 

But  Uiey  let  him  pass  with  his  pockets 
empty,  for  the  people  are  still 
inclined 

To  forget  the  needs  of  the  patier^ 
workers  who  never  appear  to 
mind. 

— Chicago  Record-Herald. 


tarty  Catholic  Teaching. 

St.  Ambrose:  "The  soil  was  given  to 
the  rich  and  poor  in  common.  Where- 
fore, you  rich,  do  you  unjustly  claim 
it  for  yourselves  alone?  .  .  .  Na- 
ture gav«  all  things  in  common  for  the 
use  of  an.  Usurpation  created  private 
right" 

St  John  Chrysostotn:  "The  rich  and 
covetous  are  truly  robbers,  who,  stand- 
ing in  the  public  highways,  despoil  the. 
passersby;  they  convert  the  chambeol 
into  caverns,  in  which  they  bury  \ie 
goods  of  others." 

St  Gregory  the  Great:  "In  vairf  do 
they  think  themselves  innocent  whd  ap- 
propriate to  their  own  use  alone  tliose 
goods  which  God  gave  in  common/' 

St  Basil  the  Great:  "You  will  say 
to  me,  'What  wrong  do  I  do  if  I  ttoard 
that  which  is  mine?'  And  I  ask  o^ou, 
•Which  are  the  things  that  you  thii 
belong  to  youT*  From  whom  did  you 
receive  them?  You  act  like  a  man  who, 
being  in  a  theatre,  and  having  seized 
upon  the  places  that  others  might  have 
taken,  seeks  to  prevent  anyone  else 
from  entering,  applying  to  his  own  use 
that  which  should  be  for  the  use  of 
all?" 

St  John  Chrysostom:  "You  say  that 
the  poor  do  not  work,  but  do  you  work 


yourselves?  Do  you  not  enjoy  in  idle- 
ness the  goods  you  have  unjustly  in- 
herited? Do  you  not  exhaust  others 
with  labor,  while  you  enjoy  In  in- 
dolence the  fruit  of  their  industryf' 

St  Jerome:  "Oppulence  is  always 
the  result  of  wealth  theft,  if  not  com- 
mitted by  the  actual  possessor,  then  by 
his  predecessors." 


Lord  Byron's  Truths. 

Of  all  the  horrid,  hideous  notes  of  woe. 
Sadder  than  owl-songs  or  the  mid- 
night blast 
Is  that  portentious  phrase,  "I  told  you 
so," 
Uttered  by  friends,  those  prophets 
of  the  past. 
Who,  'stead  of  saying  what  you  now 
should  do, 
Own  they  foresaw  that  you  failed  at 
last 

He  who  ascends  to  mountain  tops  shall 
find 
The  loftiest  peaks  most  wrapped  in 
clouds  and  snow; 
He  who  surpasses  or  subdues  mankind. 
Must  look  down  upon  the  hate  of 
those  below. 


With  the  backing  of  Gov.  Hoch  of 
Kansas,  Senator  Dolliver  of  Iowa  and 
prominent  ministers  and  lajonen,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  William  M.  Barch  of  Trinity 
Oliurch,  liaeoiB,  NatL.  is  leading  a 
movement  to  put  theXM^odist  Bpis- 
popal  Churdi  closer  to  tli^  laboring 
man,  particularly  those  in  -  labor 
unions. 


The  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpen* 
ters  and  Joiners  of  America  was  found- 
ed in  the  convention  at  Chicago.  Aug. 
12,  1881.  At  first  it  had  only  twelve 
local  unions  and  3,042  members.  Now, 
in  twenty-six  years,  it  has  grown  to 
number  1,703  local  unions  ii^  1,275 
cities  and  has  over  161,200  taxpaylng 
members.  y 

TM  lutul  Imlisn  fuiur^ actually  at 
work  on  the  last  day  of  May  on  the 
Panama  canal  was  21,036.  After  a 
trial  of  eleven  weeks  the  employment 
of  convicts  and  local  prisoners  at  high- 
way building  in  the  canal  zone  is  said 
to  have  produced  revenue  exceeding 
the  cost  of  keeping  the  prisoners,  be- 
sides improving  their  condition. 
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IN  MCMORIAM. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge  No. 
137,  Spokane,  Wash.,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father  to  take  from  our  midst  our 
beloved  brother,  W.  D.  Watson;  and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  our 
brother  this  lodge  and  order  have  suf- 
fered the  loss  of  one  who  was  ever 
faithful,  true,  honorable  and  Just  in 
all  things,  and  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  him;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  sym- 
pathize with  his  wife  in  this  dark  hour 
of  bereavement  and  sadness;  may  the 
Lord  comfort  the  bereaved  wife;  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  deceased  brother  our 
charter  be  draped  in  mourning  for  a 
period  of  thirty  days  and  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  on  our  minutes  and 
a  copy  sent  to  the  bereaved  wife  and 
also  to  the  Journal  for  publication. 
Chas.    Bentlbt, 
H.   H.   Chapman, 
J.  W.  Caldwell, 

Committee. 


the  deceased,  and  the  same  be  attached 
to  and  beceme  a  part  of  the  minutes  of 
this  order.  M.  J.  Fobd, 

H.  J.  Haterly, 
J.  H.  McGaxn, 

Cotkmitte^ . 


Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  to 
remove  from  amongst  us  our  esteemed 
brother  and  fellow-member,  Clinton 
Eugene  Willey,  who  died  Thursday. 
June  18,  1908;  and 

Whereas,  The  life  that  made  our  as- 
sociation with  him  pleasant  is  at  an 
end,  and  the  gates  of  death  are  closed 
upon  our  further  intercourse;  and 

Whereas,  By  his  many  ennobling 
traits  of  character  he  had  endeared 
himself  to  us,  and  in  his  career  has  left 
an  example  to  his  friends  and  fellow- 
members;  and 

Whereas,  Those  manly  qualifica- 
tions which  he  possessed  influence  us 
in  a  sincere  desire  to  testify  to  an  ap- 
preciation of  his  life  amongst  us;  be  it 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Bro. 
Willey,  who  was  a  member  of  Over- 
land Lodge  No.  6,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  we  sin- 
cerely deplore  the  loss  of  one  to  whom 
we  had  become  affectionately  attached 
by  long  association  and  by  relations 
which  were  never  marred  by  the  least 
occurrence  of  an  unfriendly  act 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  presented  to  the  relatives  of 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Auburn 
Park  Lodge  No.  208.  Chicago,  lU.,  held 
Sept.  7,  1908,  .the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted; 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  DivjLne 
Ruler  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  Bro.  Daniel  Ferguson, 
after  an  Illness  of  fifteen  months;  and 

Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Fer- 
guson Lodge  No.  208  has  lost  a  gooi 
and  honest  member;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Lodge  No.  208  extend  their 
heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  wife  and 
three  small  children,  also  his  mother 
and  brothers  in  their  sad  affliction; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions .  bo 
spread  on  the  minutes,  a  copy  sent  to 
the  Journal  and  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days.  Jos.  Mansfield, 

John  Fitzgerald, 
R.  W.  Spence, 

Committee. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14.  1908. 

Whereas,  Our  Heavenly  Father  has 
called  our  worthy  brother,  Charles 
Herron  to  his  final  reward;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
Happy  Day  Lodge  No.  201  8.  U.  of 
N.  A.  in  meeting  assembled,  Aug.  14, 
1908,  sincerely  regret  the  death  of  Bro. 
Charles  Herron  and  hereby  most  re- 
spectfully tender  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy to  his  mother,  sisters  and  broth- 
ers in  their  sad  bereavement;  and,  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  in  further  testimony 
of  our  respect  for  his  memory  we 
direct  that  the  charter  of  this  lodge 
be  draped  in  mourning  for  a  period  of 
thirty  days,  and  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  Bro.  Herron*9  mother, 
a  copy  sent  to  the  Journal  for  pub- 
lication, and  a  copy  placed  on  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting. 

H.  R.  O'Brien, 
J.  R.  Davison, 
William  Krieoer. 

Committee. 
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At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Fern 
Lodge  No.  29  L.  A.  to  8.  U.  of  N.  A.. 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted: 

Whebbas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  this  earthly  exist- 
ence the  beloved  mother  of  our  worthy 
and  esteemed  sister,  Nellie  Bouvler; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  her  our 
sympathy  in  her  bereavement  as  a  tes- 
timonial of  our  love  for  our  worthy 
sister;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  presented  to  our  worthy 
sister,  a  copy  spread  on  the  minutes 
of  this  meeting,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the 
JouBNAL  for  publication. 

Jennie  McDonald, 
Ottila  BrBNE, 
Ek>ITH  BUBNS, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodee  No. 
18.  held  Sept  6th,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  Bro. 
Thomas  Hayes  while  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties. 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Thomas 
Hayes  this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  and 
respected  men]a)er;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved friends  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
in  their  hour  of  sorrow;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  thirty  days*  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  Joub- 
NAL,  one  to  the  friends,  one  spread  on 
the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 
Peteb  Wallace, 
M.  J.  Hoban. 
A.  P.  Atebsman, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Progress 
Lodge  No.  58  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  Chicago, 
111.,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whebeas.  An  all-wise  Providence 
has  removed  from  our  midst  our  be- 
loved friend  and  brother,  George  Ran- 
dall ;    and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  George 
Randall  the  Switchmen's  Union  has 
lost  a  valuable  member;  therefore,  be 
it 

Resolved.  That  we  deeply  mourn  the 
loss  of  our  brother,  that  we  extend  to 


the  bereaved  relatives  our  sincere  con- 
dolence and  sympathy  in  this  their 
hour  of  affliction,  and  that  we  commend 
them  to  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well 
Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
for  thirty  days,  and  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  on  the  minutes  at  our 
next  meeting,  and  one  be  sent  to  the 
JouBNAL  for  publication. 

L.  Lezeab, 
James  Nix, 
T.  T.  Semple, 

Committee. 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

Chicago,  S^pt.  12,  1908. 
M.  R.  Welch,  G.  8.  d  T.: 

Deab  Sib  and  Bbotheb — I  wish  to 
thank  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  most  sincerely 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  my  claim. 
Also  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
the  (Ulcers  and  members  of  Lodge  No. 
36  and  the  brothers  who  took  part  in 
benefit.  Tours  respectfully, 

John  R.  Hates. 

5208  Lowe  avenue. 


Savanna,  111.,  Sept.  18,  1908. 
EiOiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  the  claim  for  $600  held  by  my  hus- 
band, Francis  B.  Haggerty.  who  recent- 
ly lost  his  life  by  drowning  in  eighteen 
inches  of  water.  I  also  wish  to  thank 
Mr.  Carl  Orr,  master  of  No.  15,  for  his 
kindness  and  S3anpathy  to  me  in  my 
sorrow  and  trouble.  May  God  In  His 
mercy  protect  you  all  from  my  hus- 
band's fate.  With  best  wishes  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A..  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mbs.  Anna  Hagoebtt. 


Wanted. 

To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Bro.  J. 
J.  Riley,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  1.  In- 
formation will  be  thankfully  received 
by  the  editor. 


To  learn  the  address  of  Bro.  John 
Gregg,  a  member  of  New  Orleans 
Lodge  225. 

The  desired  information  will  be 
thankfully  received  by  the  financial 
secretary  of  No.  225,  Charles  E.  Col- 
lins, 2515  Clara  street.  New  Orleans, 
La. 
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Attempts  to   Destroy    Trades- 
Unions  are  Sheer  Waste. 

Combinations  of  capital  are  not  the 
result  of  chance  or  luck,  but  have 
steadily  gone  forward  along  clearly  de- 
fined economic  lines.  From  the  com- 
paratively small  individual  investment 
in  independent  business  enterprise  to 
the  immense  financial  comibinations  of 
mutual  interests;  from  the  individual 
to  partnership,  co-partnershtp.  corpor- 
ations and  the  trust  and  monopoly  has 
been  the  order  of  procedure.  Likewise 
the  tradea-unlon  is  not  the  result  of 
chance,  luck,  fad  or  experiment,  but 
had  both  a  necessitous  and  economic 
birth.  It  is  at  the  present  time  the 
highest  perfection  of  organization  of 
those  who  work  for  wages.  We  have 
every  day,  every  hour,  proof  of  the 
value  and  usefulness  of  consolidating 
mutual  ihter^ts.  This  is  demonstrat- 
ed to  the  wage  workers  not  only 
through  their  own  organizations  but 
by  the  very  combinations  that  are  ef- 
fected to  oppose  and  disrupt  trades- 
unions.  There  are  innumerable  in- 
stances of  fair-minded  individual  em- 
ployers acting  in  harmony  with  trades- 
unions  to  their  business  success  and 
the  economic  welfare  of  the  public  at 
large,  but  the  Instances  are  rare  where 
combinations  of  employers  adopt  other 
than  the  union-destroying  attitude  of 
the  narrow,  antagonistic  employer. 
The  economic  sphere  of  combinations, 
either  of  capital  or  labor,  is  not  the 
destruction  of  each  other.  Trades- 
unions  are  apt  both  as  economic  lead- 
ers and  pupils;  nevertheless,  they 
never  will  learn  and  never  can  be 
taught  the  gospel  of  contentment  by 
destructive  employers'  organizations 
while  wages  and  conditions  prohibit 
good  living.  While  it  is  impossible  for 
the  workers  to  overlook  the  benefits 
they  enjoy  through  organizatton  and 
the  necessity  of  continued  and  greater 
organization,  it  is  nothing  short  of  ab- 
surdity to  attempt  the  destruction  of 
their  unions.  Trades-unions  are  not 
only  the  necessitous  and  economic  but 
the  logical  and  common  sense  organ- 
izations of  those  who  work  for  wages. 
They  are  bound  to  progress  rather  than 
go  backward.  The  industrial  better- 
ment, the  material  advancement  of  the 
workers  has  been  gained  through  the 
trades-union.  These  facts  stimulate 
organization  and  they  are  certain  to  be 


absorbed  by  a  steadily  increasing  num- 
ber of  workers  despite  the  forces  ar- 
rayed against  unionism.  Union  condi- 
tions were  precedent  and  are  necessary 
to  the  progress  of  the  workers.  The 
time,  thought,  energy  and  money  de- 
voted by  opposing  interests  to  perfect- 
ing elaborate  systems  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  unions  or  making  them  nega- 
tive factors  in  the  interests  of  the 
workers,  if  devoted  to  cultivating  the 
friendship  and  inducing  the  co-opera- 
tion of  unions,  would  operate  more 
profitably  to  the  individual  members 
of  employers'  organizations  than  any- 
thing those  organizations  have  ever 
done  or  indicated  they  can  do  in  the 
interests  of  those  same  members.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  the  operations  of  em- 
ployers' associations  have  created  new 
conditions  which  make  unionism  more 
necessary  than. ever  before,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  unionism  has  spread  In 
the  last  decade  as  never  before.  There 
are  few,  who  have  any  regard  for  their 
reputation  as  intelligent  observers, 
who  will  deny  that  without  unions, 
even  with  all  their  accredited  evils, 
the  conditions  of  the  workers  would  be 
infinitely  worse.  The  value  and  use- 
fulness of  employers'  associations  to 
their  members  would  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  patterning  their  policies 
after  the  policies  of  those  employers 
who  have  cultivated  to  their  business 
success  the  friendship  and  co-operation 
of  unions.  Time,  energy  and  money 
devoted  to  the  destruction  of  trades- 
unions  is  sheer  waste.  Such  a  policy 
can  only  prove  to  be  detrimental  and 
useless  in  the  legitimate  business  inter- 
ests of  employers  of  labor. — The  Shoe- 
workers*  Journal, 


A  steamboat  passenger  missing  his 
handkerchief  asked  an  Irishman  if  he 
had  seen  it,  and  insinuated  a  charge  of 
theft.  But,  afterwards  finding  his 
pocket  companion  in  his  hat,  he  began 
to  apologize.  "Oh,  don't  be  after  mak- 
ing any  apology;  it  was  a  mere  mis- 
take, and  on  both  sides,  too.  You  took 
me  for  a  thief,  and  I  took  you  for  a 
gentleman." 


The  ballot  is  a  force  the  power  of 
which  the  workingman  has  never  dis- 
covered. He  has  always  given  it  as  a 
present  to  some  party  or  tfome  friend. 
He  has  never  used  it  as  a  weapon  for 
himself,  to  stop  his  exploitation. 
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We  are  Getting  Closer  Together 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all 
labor  organizations  will  be  compelled 
by  force  of  circumstances  to  eliminate 
from  their  constitutions  those  clauses 
prohibiting  the  discussion  of  non- 
partisan political  questions  in  their  re- 
spective labor  Journals  and  meeting- 
rooms,  both  in  this  country  and  Can- 
ada. 

Conditions  are  fast  shaping  them- 
selves that  will  force  this  elimination, 
whether  we  like  it  or  not.  The  pres- 
ent political  agitation  is  a  step  in  that 
direction.  It  is  an  educator,  and  when 
the  battle  that  now  confronts  organized 
labor  is  over.  It  will  have  but  one 
result — ^that  of  bringing  the  working- 
men  of  all  shades  and  opinions  closer 
together.  So  let  us  in  the  meantime 
be  patient  and  forbear  with  one  an- 
other in  differences  of  opinion  that  at 
present  stand  between  us,  for  in  the 
end  there  will  be  but  one  party  in  so 
far  as  labor  is  concerned,  and  that  one 
will  be  founded  by  labor  itself. — Brick- 
layer  and  Mason, 


One  On  Debs. 

EiUgene  V.  Debs,  the  noted  Socialist 
leader,  tells  the  following  story  on 
himself:  "I  was  to  address  a  public 
meeting,  and  there  was  an  intense 
prejudice  against  me.  so  the  young 
man  who  had  to  introduce  me  thought 
he  would  try  to  disarm  it.  'Debs  is 
hated  by  some  people,'  he  said,  'be- 
cause he  has  been  in  strikes.  That  is 
not  right.  It  is  the  law  of  nature  to 
defend  yourself.  Why,  even  a  dog  will 
growl  if  you  try  to  deprive  him  of  the 
bone  he  is  gnawing,  a  goat  will  butt  if 
you  get  in  his  way,  and  you  all  know 
what  a  Jackass  will  do  If  you  monkey 
with  him.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  this 
is  Debs,  who  will  now  address  you'." 


Remittance  Roll  of  Honor  for  the 
Month  of  September,  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittance  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
September,  per  Section  7  of  the  con- 
stitution: 

Sept.  Ist— Lodges  5,  13,  22.  32,  110, 
113,  142,  176,  179,  191,  203.  210.  228. 


Sept  2d— Lodges  84.  57,  73,  77,  96. 
122,  166.  173,  177,  193.  194.  229. 

Sept.  3d— Lodges  38,  41.  52.  ^.  88, 
89,  92,  97,  115.  149,  152,  155.  174.  188. 
199,  201.  224. 

Sept  4th— Lodges  20.  23.  29,  37,  74, 
78.  86.  83,  123.  141,  172.  181.  200.  217. 

Sept  5th— Lodges  1,  3,  6,  10.  12,  19. 
30,  54.  69.  82.  85.  93,  99,  107,  lOS.  112, 
116,  129,  133.  144,  146,  147.  154.  175. 
183,  189.  190,  204. 

Sept  8th— Lodges  7,  8,  9,  11,  18,  21. 
24,  28.  35,  39,  42,  43.  44.  45,  46.  48.  55. 
59,  61,  6a.  64,  65,  70,  71,  81,  84.  87,  90, 
95,  98,  104,  105,  114.  119.  126.  128,  134. 
135.  137,  138.  145.  158,  169,  197,  202, 
208,  221,  225.  226. 

Sept  9th— Lodges  16.  31,  33,  36.  50, 
51.  62,  68,  76.  91,  .100^.101.  103,  106. 
109,  111,  117.  125.  143.  198.  209.  214, 
218. 

Sept  10th— Lodges  2.  4.  14.  17.  25. 
26,  27.  40,  47.  53.  58.  60,  67,  72.  79,  94. 
102,  118,  120,  124,  151,  160,  162.  178, 
180.  184.  206.  220.  230. 

Sept  14th— Lodges  127  and  182  both 
subject  to  fine. 

Sept  18th — ^Lodge  49  with  fine  of 
$2.20  for  being  late. 

Sept  21st— Lodge  216  with  fine  oC 
60  cents  for  being  late. 

Up  to  date  Lodge  67  has  not  paid 
fine  of  $8.90  for  being  late  in  April. 

Lodge  120  owes  a  fine  of  S1.20  for 
July,  which  it  has  not  yet  paid. 

Lodge  143  has  been  reorganized  by 
Second  International  Vice-President 
Connors. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  report  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  HONOR  ROLL  every 
month. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  10  cents  per  capita 
shall  be  imposed  on  all  lodges  whose 
reports  are  not  received  In  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  the  10th  day  of  each  month, 
and  hereafter  the  numbers  of  all 
lodges  whose  reports  arrive  after  the 
10th  day  of  the  month  will  also  be 
given  in  this  report. 


The  trades  unioDist  who  does  not  ed- 
ucate his  wife,  or  sisters,  or  mother,  or 
mother-in-law  on  the  tenets  of  his  or- 
ganization, it  must  be  admitted,  is  der- 
elict in  the  cause  he  espouses. — Sacra- 
mento Tribune. 
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Statement  of  Claims  Paid  During  the  Month  of  September,  'OS 


1 


NAM£ 


Date  I 

of     I    I^^ 
®'        Paid 
Nottoe 


PAID  TO 


KE8IDENCE     Amt 


10081  Martin  T.  Burke 
1006!  Mark  E.  White 
1006' Geo.  W.  Randall 
1006!  Benjamin  HharUe 
lOlOiCbas.  M.  Herron 
1012  Alonzo  R.  Halght 
10I3!  Francis  J.  MulLaney 
lOHJChaa.  A.  Conrad 
1015,  John  J.  Long 
10161  Chas.  Block 
lOlTiTheo.  O.  Knowles 
1019!  Roy  tu  Pierce 


Dis. 

Death 

Death 

Dis. 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Dis. 

Death 

Dis. 

Death 


g-21-OBJ 

8-27-OBI 

H-l»06 

9-124)6 

6-22^ 

9-16-06 

9.1(M)6 

9-18^ 

9-506 

9-12^ 

9^1006 

9-21-06 


9-26^ 
9-26-06 
9-2606 
9-26^ 
9-26-06 
9-2606 
9-20^ 
9-260(^ 
9-2606 
9-26-06 
9-264)6 
9-2606 


Self 

{Clarence  8.,  Bro. 

Mary,  wife 

'Self 

I  Ellen,  mother 

jMary  C,  wife 

I  Hannah,  mother 

Josephine,  wife 

'self 

I  Ada  E.,  wife 

Self 

jHannah,  wife 


Seattle,  Wash. 
TlAooma,  Wash, 
rhicago,  III. 
Colnmbus,  O. 
Plymouth,  Pa. 
New  Orleans.  La. 
Bear  Lake.  Fa. 
Defiance.  O. 
BuflWo,  X.  Y. 
Elyrla,  O. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Haileyvllle,  Okla. 


61,200 
300 

1,200 
300 
600 

1.200 
600 

14»0 
600 
600 

1,200 

1,200 


Previously  reported 9a'^,116.a0 

Paid  since  last  report 10,200.00 

Total 1962,318.50 


$10,200 


Acknowledgment  of  Claims  Paid  In  August 

Mrs.  C.  Sharp,  Syracuse,  N.  Y 6  600 

Mrs.  Mary  Fuller,  Kansas  City,  Kans 1,200 

Mnk  Rose  Bennett,  Indianapolis,  Ind 1,200 

Mrs.  Anna  Haggerty,  Savanna,  111 600 

John  R.  Hayes,  Chicago,  ni 1,200 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  Quane,  Homell,  N.  Y 1^ 

Mrs.  Catherine  aiflbrd,  BuflMo,  N.  Y 1,200 

Mrs.  Emma  Stroheier,  Sandusky,  O. 600 


^^t:;^iQLu^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 


GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct,  1, 1906. 

BROTHERS: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Secretaiy  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  dav  of  every  month  (see  Section  213).  Qrand  dues 
are  fifty  cents  (60c)  per  month ;  members  holding  class  "  B"  certificate,  assess- 
ment $2.00;  class  ^A"  certificate,  assessment  $1.00: ,  class  "C"  certificate, 
assessment  60o  (see  section  63) .  A  lailure  on  your  part  to  comply  therewith  >i8 
a  forfeiture  of  membership  in  the  Union  without  rarther  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  is  to 
pay  beneficiary  claims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Orand  Lodge. 
Orand  dues  and  assessments  collected  fW>m  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (3d)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182) . 
YouralnB.,H.AP., 

M.  R.  WELCH, 

Orand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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The  Veniiin  in  the  Dark. 

In    storied    Venice,    down    whose    rip- 
pling streets 
The    stars    go    hurrying,    and    the 
white  moon  beats, 

Stood  the  great  Bell  Tower,  fronting 
seas  and  skies — 

Fronting  the  ages,  drawing  all  men's 
eyes; 

Rooted  like  Tenerlffe,  aloft  and  proua, 
Taunting  the  lightning,  tearing  the 
flying  cloud. 

It  marked  the  hours  for  Venice;   all 
men  said 
Time    cannot    reach    to    bow    that 
lofty  head; 
Time,  that  shall  touch  all  else  with 
ruin,  must 
Forbear  to  make  this  shaft  confess 
its  dust, 
Yet  all  the  while,  in  secret,  without 
sound, 
The  fat  forms  gnawed  the  timbers 
underground. 

The  twisting  worm,  whose  epoch  Is  an 
hour 
Caverned  his  way  into  the  mighty 
tower, 
Till  sujidenly  it  shook,  it  swayed,  it 
broke. 
It  fell  in  darkening  thunder  at  one 
stroke. 


The  strong  shaft,  with  an  angel  on  the 
crown. 
Fell,    ruining:     a    thousand    years 
went  down. 
And  Eft)   I   fear,   my   country,  not   the 
hand 
That  shall  hurl  night  and  whirlwind 
on  the  land; 
I  fear  no  Titan  traitors  who  shall  rise 
To  strike  like  Brocken  shadows  on 
our  skies: 
These  we  can  face  in  open  fight  with 
stand 
With    reddening   rampart    and    the 
sworded  hand. 

I  fear  the  vermin  that  shall  undermine 
Senate  and  citadel  and  school  and 
shrine — 
The  worm  of  Greed,  the  fatted  Worm 
of  Ease, 
And    all    the    crawling    progeny    of 
these — 
The  vermin  that  shall  honey-comb  the 
towers 
And  wall   of  state   In  unsuspecting 
hours. 

— Edwin  Markham, 


It  Is  almost  as  easy  to  give  advice 
as  to  reject  It. 


Speech  may  also  be  a  means  of  con- 
cealing what  we  really  think. 


ACK  DELIV 

3 


Read^  to  Ship  From 

FAiM,       tlQUXPALU,       tT.  f  AUL.        WATERLOO. 

DAVENPOiT.    yiLWAUKEE,    ST.  LOUit.    OMAHA, 

CHICAfiO.        WICHITA.        NEWAiK,       NARRISBURC, 

ALRANY,         KANSAS  CITY,         CRAND  RAPIDS. 

LOW  FREI6HT  CHAR6ES 
NO  MATTER  WHERE  YOU  UVE 

-  _-   A^great  store  opportunity.    Our, 
■<CLX    finest  and  greatest  value  ranges  and  heat 
X^rbig  stoves  at  wonderfully  low  prices  are  stored 
ready  to  ship  from  any  of  the  above  cities 
make  quick  delivery  and  very  small  freight  charges. 


< 


In  our  big  foundry  w  make  eyery  style  of  eoolripg  and  heating  stoves 
and  ranges  of  highest  quality,  and  our  iirioet  ofler  a  wonderful  saving. 

Do  this.  If  you  are  interested  in  stoves,  before  you  buy  anywhere,  on  any  terms. 
write  and  ask  for  our  big  new  special  free  Stove  Catalogue  No.  170.  illustrating  and 
desciribing  everything  in  stoves;  our  new  quick  delivery  and  low  freiglu  charge  arrange- 
ment; all  our  latest  ^ers;  our  30  days'  trial  plan;  our  very  lowest  prices;  complete  stove 
Information;  everything  explained;  the  greatest  stove  proposition  we  have  ever  put  out. 
Write  tOMday  and  ask  for  our  free  Stove  Catalogue  No.  170.      Address 


SEARS,  ROEBUCK  ft  CC,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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^    BY    THK    REV.    CHARLES    STELZLE 

'Tff^it  iionnteon0  iatbt^t'»*tmit  of  tin  toltt,  atixt 
^^   tit  tain,  ann  tie  0toiin,  an  toell  a0  tU 
^armtb,  aim  tbt  0nn0|^ine  anb  calm,  all  vt  Htm 
mrnrn  to  ttins  to  n0  t!ie  liU00inir0  ot  litt  ann 
iionti0|^mnit. 

'€itt  fnU'ipioton  man  >»  ma^tet  of  ntlU 
qnick  to  tr^ponn  to  tit  iieeli0  of  tit  toeak.  ann 
uanjg  to  fielp  in  tlie  battle  of  life*" mane  ^ttonir  bn 
tit  uttttiti  ann  tlie  attain  of  tiie  strife.    W-itut 
iabitie  tfieit  ^iatt  in  htineins  to  iim  tit  ttoanen* 
toff'ont  ann  t!ie  f  ilUnff'in.  taii^  gabt  iim  a  bi^ion 
of  iig  beotliet'man  a0  patt  of  (Bon'^  gttat  tinU 
ttt^t,  toj^icfi  toa0  mane  fot  all  mankinb. 
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WHAT  TRADES- UNIONS  STAND  POR 


An  Inside  View— This  Article  Should  be  Read  by  Every 
Citizen  and  Patriot  — It  Relates  to  a  Matter  of  the 
Greatest  Importance  and  Interest 


This  "American  Mechanic/'  with 
the  modesty  of  his  class*  prefers  to 
remain  anonymous.  He  is  a  man  of 
great  ability,  and  with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  trade  and  of  the  in- 
side workings  of  the  lahor-unions.  It 
is  of  the  very  greatest  importance  that 
the  members  of  our  churches  should 
get  the  viewpoint  of  the  laboring  man 
in  all  things,  and  especially  in  this 
matter  of  the  labor-unions,  which  so 
closely  concerns  our  national  welfare. 
We  have .  never  seen  this  viewpoint 
better  presented  than  in  this  article. 

We  had  a  queer  experience  the  other 
night  at  a  meeting  of  our  labor-union. 
We  initiated  five  candidates,  and  It  re- 
quired the  services  of  as  many  differ- 
ent interpreters.  There  were  a  Swede, 
a  German,  a  Hungarian,  a  Bohemian, 
and  a  Frenchman. 

The  fellows  had  lots  of  fun  about  it, 
but  it  was  serious  business  to  the  offi- 
cers who  were  doing  the  Job.  Every 
one  of  the  candidates  went  through  the 
entire  performance  without  a  smile. 
Those  foreigners  were  certainly  a  sol- 
emn crowd. 

The  ceremony  reminded  me  again 
and  again  of  the  pledge  required  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
that  its  members  will  "never  discrim- 
inate against  a  fellow  worker  on  ac- 
count of  creed,  color,  or  nationality." 

Once  on  a  time  we  machinists  were 
bound  to  introduce  into  our  lodges  only 
white  candidates.  But  about  a  dozen 
years  ago  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  told  us  that  either  we  should 
have  to  cut  out  the  word  "white,"  or 
they  would  cut  us  out. 

We  cut  out  the  word.  The  lodges 
that  are  still  using  the  old  form  are 
doing  it  against  the  laws  of  the  union. 
It  isn't  to  be  wondered  at  that  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  there  is  this  feel- 
ing against  the  colored  man  among 
some  trades-unionists,  because  there 
are  many  eminently  respectable  citi- 


zens in  the  same  communities  who 
keep  them  out  of  their  churches  and 
all  other  organizations  with  which 
they  are  identified.  It's  easi^  for  a 
colored  man  to  join  a  white  man's 
union  than  it  is  f^r  a  colored  man  to 
join  a  white  man's  church. 

It's  hardly  a  square  deal  to  hold 
against  the  labor-union  the  charge  of 
discrimination  when  these  folks  in  the 
supposedly  better  classes  are  doing  the 
same  thing. 

Amebiganizino  Fobeionebs. 

But,  when  it  comes  to  a  ^ral^t 
out-and-out  proposition  with  reference 
to  the  foreigner,  you  can't  find  an  or- 
ganization that  does  mOTe  than  the 
labor-union  to  Americanize  him. 

All  you've  got  to  do  to  get  the  proof 
is  to  go  to  the  stock-yarde  district  in 
Chicago,  and  study  the  influence  of  the 
labor-unions  over  the  thousands  of  for- 
eigners of  different  nationalities  that 
work  in  the  yards. 

Or,  if  you  traveled  through  the  coal- 
fields of  Pennsylvania  among  i»«ttr 
nearly  the  same  class  of  people,  yon 
would  find  that  John  Mitchell's  organ- 
ization has  been  a  great  civilizing 
agency  among  them.  The  miners' 
union  has  its  constitution  translated 
into  nine  different  languages. 

Most  of  these  foreigners  come  to  this 
country  with  the  idea  that  the  word 
"government"  means  oppression. 
Through  the  labor-union  they  soon 
come  to  know  that  it  means  friend. 

The  immigrants  are  real  flesh-and- 
blood  people,  with  human  hopes  and 
aspirations,  with  human  needs  and 
human  hearts.  They  are  men,  and 
they  must  be  so  regarded. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  this  has  been 
recognized  hy  organized  labor  that  the 
union  is  so  influential  with  the  immi- 
grant The  public  school  has  its  place 
in  educating  his  children,  but  he  him- 
self becomes  most  familiar  with  Amet- 
lean  institutions  and  customs  through 
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the  labor  cMrganization  of  which  he  be- 
comes a  member. 

Here  he  gets  rid  of  hla  clannish  in- 
stinct. He  comes  to  know  more  about 
the  solidarity  of  the  human  race,  the 
brotherhood  of  man.  Here  his  stand- 
ard of  living  is  elevated.  Here  he 
learns  his  first  lesson  in  democracy. 

To  the  trades-unionist  the  immigrant 
has  no  romance.  Whether  he  comes 
from  sunny  Italy  or  from  stormy  Rus- 
sia, he  is  looked  upon  as  a  working 
man  who  needs  help,  and  who  in  turn 
may  give  help  to  those  of  his  class. 

There  has  been  no  sentimentality 
about  the  Job,  but  the  union  has  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  him  a  broader  out- 
look'. 

There  is  a  general  impression  that 
in  our  union  we  demand  equal  wages 
for  all  workmen,  putting  all  men  on  a 
dead  level. 

This  isn't  at  all  true.  We  ask  for  a 
minimum  or  living  wage,  but  we  do 
not  object  to  an  employer's  paying  as 
much  more  to  any  man  as  he  thinks 
that  man  is  worth.  If  the  boss  makes 
our  minimum  wage  the  maximum 
amount  which  he  will  pay,  then  it 
seems  to  me  that  he,  and  not  the  union, 
is  doing  the  levelling. 

It  has  been  said  that  if  a  superior 
man  were  paid  more  than  the  union 
rate,  the  rest  of  the  men  would  hear  of 
it,  and  then  they  would  all  demand  the 
same  wages  as  the  best  man  is  receiv- 
ing. 

If  this  should  be  true,  it  would  be 
due  not  to  the  union,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral feeling  of  the  average  man  that 
he  is  Just  as  good  as  any  other  man,  if 
not  a  whole  lot  better.  This  feeling 
crops  out  not  only  among  union  men, 
but  among  non-union  men  as  well. 

But  why  shouldn't  a  working  man 
have  as  much  right  as  anybody  else  to 
have  a  minimum  rate  of  wages? 

The  doctors  get  together,  and  decide 
what  shall  be  the  least  amount  for 
which  they  will  make  a  call.  The  coal- 
dealers  agree  on  a  uniform  price.  The 
same  thing  is  true  of  practically  every 
business  in  the  country.  Even  some 
preachers'  organizations  will  not  in- 
stall a  minister  unless  the  congrega- 
tion promises  to  pay  him  their  union 
rates  of  wages.  Why  doesn't  some- 
body set  up  a  howl  about  some  of  these 
folks?  Why  does  everybody  Jump  on 
the  labor-union  when  it  simply  follows 
the  examples  of  those  who  are  sup- 
posed to  know  better? 


It  is  the  same  with  'iimiting  the  out- 
put." 

How  often  do  we  get  criticized  on 
this  question.  Why  doesn't  the  coun- 
try Jump  on  the  coal-operators,  who 
deliberately  decide  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season  Just  how  much  cocU  is  to 
be  mined,  so  that  they  may  regulate 
the  price?  What  about  the  owners  of 
the  steel  plants  and  other  great  cor- 
porations, who  do  Just  as  they  choose 
about  such  matters?  Nobody  seems  to 
care  very  much  about  what  these  peo- 
ple do,  but  the  whole  crowd  will  com- 
plain of  the  working  man  when  he 
tries  to  make  a  fight  for  a  decent  liv- 
ing. The  corporations  do  these  things 
so  that  they  may  get  a  bigger  profit. 
The  working  man  seeks  to  regulate  his 
craft  so  that  he  can  make  both  ends 
meet. 

Is  It  a  Trust? 

They  call  us  a  trust 

How  can  an  organization  be  a  trust 
when  we  are  all  the  time  after  new 
members,  trying  to  get  every  man  in 
the  craft  to  Join  us,  and  sometimes 
lowering  or  waiving  our  initiation  fee 
altogether,  in  order  to  make  it  easier 
for  him  to  do  so? 

A  trust  is  exclusive.  It's  a  close  cor- 
poration. Our  union  is  a  wide-open 
institution,  whose  doors  are  closed  only 
to  incompetent,  immoral,  and  dis- 
reputable characters. 

Then  they  say  we  are  insisting  upon 
a  "closed"  shop. 

There's  quite  a  difference  between  a 
closed  shop  and  a  union  shop.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  when  the  average  em- 
ployer runs  a  so-called  "open"  shop,  it 
is  actually  a  "closed"  shop  to  the 
trades-unionist,  because  the  boss  will 
not  employ  a  union  man.  One  of  the 
questions  that  is  asked  every  man  who 
applies  for  a  Job  in  most  big  shops  is 
this,  "Are  you  a  member  of  a  labor- 
union?"  If  he  is,  he  steps  down  and 
out. 

The  day  of  individual  bargaining  has 
gone  by  for  most  working  men.  We 
prefer  to  do  our  bargaining  collec- 
tively, through  a  chosen  representa- 
tive who  knows  all  about  the  game, 
because  he  is  A  specialist  on  that  sort 
of  deal.  He  knows  the  tricks  that  are 
commonly  practiced  on  working  men, 
80  that  he  can  properly  represent  our 
interests.  He  goes  to  the  boss,  and 
makes  him  a  proposition  that  the 
union  which  he  represents  will  fur- 
nish him  with  competent  men.    These 
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men  are  to  work  so  many  hours  a  day, 
and  all  other  details  are  to  he  settled 
by  mutual  agreement. 

Our  business  agent  can  control  the 
men  in  his  organization.  They  will 
abide  by  the  contract  which  he  has 
made.  We  cannot  control  the  men 
who  are  outside  our  organization,  so 
that  we  ask  the  employer  to  employ 
only  our  men,  in  order  to  have  perfect 
harmony. 

If  these  outside  men  will  agree  to 
make  the  same  contract  that  we  have 
made  with  the  boss,  they  come  in  on 
the  same  terms.  We  ask  no  more  of 
them  than  we  are  willing  to  do  our- 
selves. 

I'll  admit  that  it  isn't  a  square  deal 
to  force  a  man  into  the  union  if  he 
feels  that  he  doesn't  want  to  Join.  But, 
if  he  will  not  come  in,  then  he  has  no 
right  to  the  benefits  which  come  as 
the  result  of  our  fighting  and  sacri- 
fices. 

Many  a  working  man  who  says  that 
he  has  "conscientious  scruples"  against 
Joining  the  union  simply  means  that 
he  is  against  paying  dues  and  assess- 
ments for  a  thing  which  he  believes  he 
will  get  an3rway,  because  the  other  fel- 
lows will  do  the  fighting  for  him.  I 
call  that  a  mean  game. 

It's  all  nonsense  to  say  that  the 
bosses  would  have  advanced  us  with- 
out the  help  of  the  union.  They  don't 
do  things  that  way.  Some  of  them 
would  if  they  could,  but  unless  the 
bosses  as  a  class  were  compelled  to  do 
so,  the  better  type  of  employers  would 
find  it  hard  to  compete  with  the  fel- 
lows who  decline  to  advance  wages  and 
other  privileges. 

As  it  is,  under  the  union  rules  they 
are  all  on  a  common  footing,  and  each 
knows  Just  what  every  other  employer 
is  compelled  to  pay  his  men,  unless 
there  are  special  reasons  why  he  may 
pay  more  or  less;  but  in  such  a  case 
the  thing  is  balanced  up  in  some  other 
way,  so  that  they  are  still  in  the  same 
class.  Our  plan  really  protects  the 
man  who  wants  to  do  the  square  thing 
by  us. 

A  good  many  folks  say  that  we  have 
the  boss  at  a  disadvantage  because  we 
are  not  incorporated.  He  cannot  hold 
us  to  our  contract,  while  he  himself 
is  liable  to  damages. 

Now,  that  isn't  true. 

It  isn't  true  so  far  as  his  dealings 
in  a  business  way  are  concerned,  for 


all  contracts  these  days  are  "subject  to 
strikes  and  lockouts." 

It  isn't  true  concerning  his  relations 
with  us,  because  an  unincorporated 
concern  can  neither  sue  nor  be  saed, 
so  that  we  are  still  on  a  common  basis. 

As  we  are  not  looking  for  weeks 
and  months  of  idleness,  there  is  no 
particular  hankering  for  long  periods 
of  non-employment  If  we  should  go 
out  on  a  strike,  I  guess  that  the  lose 
would  be  pretty  nearly  even.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  usually  in  favor 
of  the  boss;  for,  whereas  our  wages 
are  lost  forever,  because  we  cannot 
work  on  the  days  that  are  past,  the 
boss  in  most  cases  can  increase  his 
force,  and  make  up  much  of  what  has 
been  lost  during  a  time  of  strike  or 
lockout. 

But  why  not  incorporate?  you  ask. 

First,  because  there  is  nothing  in 
particular  to  be  gained  by  it;  and 
second,  because  there  is  very  much  to 
be  lost. 

There  are  certain  concerns  which 
will  stoop  to  almost  any  kind  of  a 
mean  deal  in  getting  the  best  of  work- 
ing men  for  a  consideration,  and  there 
are  some  employers  who  are  in  the 
same  class  who  will  take  advantage 
of  the  offer  of  these  agencies. 

Suppose  we  had  a  fat  treasury— and 
we  are  all  aiming  to  accumulate  big 
strike  funds— and  suppose  that  we 
were  on  a  strike.  In  comes  your 
agency  spy,  who  might  either  commit 
an  act  of  lawlessness,  or  get  some 
foolish  bona-flde  union  man  to  commit 
one,  which  would  result  in  the  loss  of 
property,  for  which  heavy  damages 
might  be  secured  by  the  company.  This 
sort  of  a  deal  would  simply  put  us  out 
of  business. 

I  don't  believe  for  a  moment  that 
my  boss  would  stoop  to  such  a  low 
trick,  but  there  are  bosses  who  might 
and  there  are  plenty  of  subordinates 
who  are  none  too  gocNl  for  a  Job  of  this 
kind.  In  their  prlee  because  of  the  ex- 
termination of  the  union,  some  bosses 
would  be  strongly  tempted  to  cloee 
their  eyes  to  the  methods  whereby  this 
end  had  been  secured. 

But  about  this  whole  business  of 
Judging  labor-unions,  why  does  every- 
body gauge  us  by  our  worst  points, 
whereas  they  themselves  expect  to  be 
Judged  by  their  best? 

Folks  don't  treat  any  other  organ- 
ization as  they  do  ours  in  this  respect 
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It's  hardly  a  square  deal.  When  the 
Average  man  thinks  of  the  labor-union, 
Ills  mind  runs  at  once  to  the  last  union 
'*  slugging"  story  reported  by  a  sensa- 
tional newspaper,  which  in  all  prob- 
ability was  greatly  exaggerated,  and 
for  which  organized  labor  does  not  at 
all  stand. 

It  might  not  be  amiss  to  tell  about 
the  way  in  which  organized  labor  has 
elevated  the  great  mass  of  workers. 

Their  labor  halls  have  become  social 
centres,  where  lecture  courses  are 
i^ven,  and  where  the  union  man  may 
take  his  wife  and  family  for  social 
functions. 

Why  don't  our  enemies  tell  about  the 
sick  and  death  benefits  paid  out  by  our 
national  and  local  organizations,  so 
that  a  trades-unionist  never  appeals  to 
anybody  for  charity? 

What  about  the  correspondence 
schools  that  are  being  supported,  so 
that  a  man  may  become  a  better  me- 
chanic? 

Let's  hear  about  the  technical 
courses  that  are  printed  in  our  Jour- 
nals. 

Who  ever  talks  of  the  fight  that 
organized  labor  is  making  for  equal 
pay  to  men  and  women  for  equal  work. 
so  that  the  women  folks  may  get  a 
square  deal? 

What  about  the  struggles  for  labor 
in  behalf  of  children? 

Who  is  doing  more  in  a  practical 
way  for  the  abolition  of  the  sweat- 
shop; for  the  wiping  out  of  unsani- 
tary conditions  in  shop  and  tenement; 
for  the  securing  of  a  shorter  work-day, 
so  that  there  may  be  time  and  strength 
left  for  the  better  things  of  life? 

Aren't  the  lessons  in  coK>peratIon,  in 
team-work,  in  real  brotherhood,  worth 
anything? — Christian  Endeavor  World. 


Horrors  off  Child  Labor. 

Not  less  than  eighty  thousand  chil- 
dren, most  of  whom  are  little  girls, 
are  at  present  employed  in  the  textile 
mills  of  this  country.  In  the  South 
there  are  now  six  times  as  many  chil- 
dren at  work  as  there  were  twenty 
years  ago.  Child  labor  is  Increasing  in 
that  section  of  the  country.  Each  year 
more  little  ones  are  brought  in  from 
the  fields  and  hills  to  live  in  the  de- 
grading and  demoralizing  atmosphere 
of  the  mill  towns.  E^ach  year  more 
great  mills  are  being  built  to  reap  the 


profits  which  these  little  hands  make 
possible.  In  one  Southern  town  there 
are  five  great  mills  and  five  settle- 
ments of  workers — ^"pestridden,  epi- 
demic filled,  filthy"  settlements  **to  be 
shunned  like  the  plague";  each  with 
its  poverty-stricken,  hungry-looking 
wage-slave;  and  each  with  its  group 
of  box-houses,  looking  all  alike  and 
built  high  above  the  malarial  clay- 
mud.  Tin  cans,  ru^bbish.  filth,  are 
strewn  everywhere  inside  and  outside 
the  houses.  The  great  mills  shriek  at 
4:46.  The  men,  women  and  children 
turn  out  of  bed  or  rise  from  mattresses 
on  the  floor,  gulp  down  some  handfulls 
of  food,  and  leave  the  home  for  the 
mills.  Sleepy,  half-awake,  frowsy 
girls,  sleepy,  yawning  half-dressed 
children,  drowsy,  heavy  men  and  wo- 
men hurrying  along  in  crowds  to  be 
in  time  to  bc^n  their  twelve  or  more 
hours  of  continuous  work.  The  day  in 
winter  is  not  bom  when  they  start 
their  tasks;  the  night  has  fallen  long 
before  they  cease.  In  summer  they  are 
worked  far  into  the  evenings.  And 
after  the  day  of  labor  they  are  too 
tired  to  eat,  and  all  they  want  to  do 
is  turn  their  aching  bones  on  to  their 
miserable  mattresses  and  sleep.—From 
R.  Hunter*a  '^Poverty." 


The  Labor  Union,  the  Injunction, 
and  the  Trust. 

The  •'Consumers'  Union"  is  a  favor- 
ite suggestion  and  prophecy  of  ex*Seir- 
ator  Chandler — an  organization  of 
those  who  buy  goods,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  prices  down,  of  resisting 
the  labor  union  on  one  hand  and  the 
trust  on  the  other.  EJx^Senator  Chan- 
dler is  an  observer  of  keen  and  distant 
vision.  He  foresaw  the  dominance  of 
the  railroad,  and  began  the  movement 
to  discipline  and  curb  it  twenty  years 
before  the  present  movement  came  to 
fruit. 

Ought  combinations  of  capitalists, 
employing  laborers  and  producing  the 
necessaries  of  life,  to  be  subjected  to 
no  greater  prohibitions  against  the  sup- 
pression of  competition  than  labor 
unions  and  consumers'  unions? 

These  are  the  three  natural  divisions 
of  industrial  society: 

1.  The  capitalistic  employers,  man- 
ufacturing or  otherwise  producing 
articles  of  prime  necessity,  who  want 
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to  combine  to  keep  down  the  wages 
of  labor  and  to  prevent  competition  in 
the  prices  of  commodities. 

2.  The  vast  army  of  laborers, 
skilled  and  unskilled,  who  want  to 
combine  against  their  employers  in 
order  to  keep  up  and  increase  the 
wages  of  labor. 

8.  The  still  larger  numbers  of  the 
consuming  classes  who  desire  to  pro- 
tect themselves  against  exorbitant 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  caused 
by  combinations  of  capitalistic  pro- 
ducers and  labor  unions. 

That  there  are  comparatively  few 
consumers'  unions  does  not  prove  that 
they  are  not  necessary.  They  ought 
to  be  organized  in  every  community, 
and  are  sure  to  be  called  into  exist- 
ence to  resist  the  tendency  created  by 
the  operations  of  the  other  two  classes 
when  they  agree  to  establish  oppres- 
sive prices  for  the  public. 

There  is  pressure  in  these  6AyB  for 
legislation,  State  and  national,  which 
shall  effectively  prohibit  all  combina- 
tions whose  object  is  to  prevent  com- 
petition in  trade  and  commerce,  and 
there  is  often  likely  to  be  invoked  the 
power  of  the  courts  to  Issue  injunc- 
tions against  the  operations  of  such 
combinations  and  in  connection  with 
the  various  methods  adopted  by  them. 

Thereupon  there  arises  the  question 
which  heads  this  paper:  Is  there  any 
reason  why  legislatures  and  courts 
should  deal  with  labor  unions  and  con- 
sumers' unions  differently  and  with 
more  leniency  than  with  corporation 
combinations? 

It  seems  to  the  writer  that  there  is 
a  great  and  potent  reason  why  discrim- 
inations should  be  made  by  laws  and 
courts  in  favor  of  the  unions  and 
against  the  corporations. 

That  reason  is  that  the  corporations 
have  in  their  ownership  and  posses- 
sion vast  sums  of  money — ^vast  capital 
— while  the  labor  unions  and  consum- 
ers' unions  have  substantially  none. 

Take  for  illustration  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation.  It  has  2,000 
millions  of  capital  from  which  to  sup- 
port its  contentions  with  its  laborers 
and  consumers.  Suppose  the  laborers 
are  200,000  and  have  $1,000  each,  200 
millions  with  which  to  fight  2,000  mil- 
lions. 

Take  the  railroads  of  the  country 
with  15  billions  of  dollars.  Suppose 
their  laborers  are  1,000,000  with  $1,000 


each,  making  one  billion  with  which  to 
fight  fifteen  biUions! 

But  the  laborers  in  these  two  cases 
have  no  such  accumulated  capital 
which  would  give  them  an  average  of 
$1,000  each.  They  have  practically  no 
available  money  with  which  to  fi^t 
their  employers,  who  have  practically 
unlimited  and  wholly  available  capital 
with  which  to  fight  their  laborers  and 
consumers. 

This  broad  and  fundamental  differ- 
ence between  corporation  monopolies 
and  labor  unions  and  consumers' 
unions  affords  abundant  ground  for 
such  discriminations  in  legislation  and 
in  court  proceedings  as  the  community, 
speaking  through  its  laws,  may  choose 
to  make. 

Through  the  laws  of  Congress  and 
of  the  State  legislatures,  capitalized 
industrial  corporations  and  railroad 
corporations  should  be  forbidden  to 
combine  in  suppression  of  competition 
as  they  now  are  forbidden^  and  any 
existing  laws  should  not  be  repealed 
but  fortified  and  strengthened. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  labor 
unions  and  consumers'  unions  should 
not  be  prohibited,  but  should  be  al- 
lowed by  express  laws  to  make  any 
combinations  they  please  in  order  to 
raise  the  wages  of  labor,  and  to  keep 
down  the  prices  pf  commodities;  and 
it  necessarily  follows  that  they  should 
not  be  prevented  from  carrying  out 
their  plans  by  court  injunctions. 

If  by  any  possibility  the  common- 
law  principle  against  combinations  in 
restraint  of  trade  applies  to  modem 
labor  unions  and  consumers'  unions  it 
should  be  withdrawn  by  legislation. 

Of  course  all  organizations  of  capi- 
talists, laborers,  and  consumers  should 
be  kept  from  using  violence  or  inter- 
fering with  individual  freedom,  which 
is  the  principle  of  modem  civilization. 

But  subject  to  law  and  order,  and 
non-interference  with  any  individual 
against  his  will,  labor  unions  and  con- 
sumers' unions  should  be  permitted  to 
make  and  carry  into  effect  their  com- 
binations without  let  or  hindrance, 
while  wealthy  corporation  combina- 
tions should  not  be  allowed  to  carry 
out  their  plans  for  the  destruction  of 
competition.  The  ground  for  the  dis- 
tinction is  the  vast  money  power  of  the 
corporations;  the  destitution  of  such 
power  on  the  part  of  the  laborers  and 
consumers. 
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It  remains  to  add  that  the  legislature 
which  can  create  courts  can  deprive 
such  as  it  chooses  to  create  of  all 
power  to  issue  injunctions.  The  ques- 
tion is  one  wholly  of  legislatiye  discre- 
Uon. 

The  Congress  can  regulate  in  any 
reasonahle  way  the  exercise  hy  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  power  of  injunc- 
tion and  mandamus.  So  it  can  even 
reasonably  regulate  the  exercise  by 
the  President  of  his  pardoning  power, 
which  is  almost  the  only  power  exclu- 
sively given  to  him.  But  it  is  subject, 
like  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Court, . 
to  the  regulating  power  given  by  ex- 
press language  in  the  constitution. — 
Ex-Senator  William  E.  Chandler,  in 
Collier's  Weekly,  Oct,  10,  1908. 


What  Good  is  the  Union  to  me? 

How  often  do  we  hear  the  younger 
members  of  the  craft  say,  what  is  the 
use  of  paying  dues  to  the  union,  it 
doesn't  do  me  any  good?  Tes,  what  use? 
This  much,  young  man:  because  the 
union  has  made  it  possible  for  you  to 
earn  a  living  better  by  far  than  better 
workmen  than  you  were  able  to  earn 
before  our  union  was  formed.  Tou 
simply  don't  know  conditions  of  twen- 
ty years  ago,  and  if  you  do  it  is  be- 
cause some  one  told  you,  not  because 
you  suffered  the  hardships  which  be- 
set us  in  those  days.  Prices,  hours, 
wages,  sanitary  conditions,  half  days 
or  whole  days  off  were  unknown  to  me 
when  I  served  my  time  at  the  chair. 
Closing  all  day  on  holidays  would  have 
been  a  drop  from  heaven.  The  hand 
ful  who  started  this  union  and  made 
it  possible  for  you  to  enjoy  such  bene- 
fits as  we  have  attained  get  no  more 
than  you  do,  but  they  paid  the  price 
while  you  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
efforts.  When  I  served  my  appren- 
ticeship it  meant  four  years  at  $1.00 
per  week  and  what  I  could  earn  as 
bootblack  in  the  shop.  At  6  a.  m.  I 
opened  the  shop  so  as  to  have  it  mop- 
ped and  cleaned  when  the  "Jours"  ar- 
rived. At  9  p.  m.,  if  there  were  no 
customers — and  there  usually  were — 
I  could  go  home,  but  it  was  my  duty 
to  lock  up,  so  I  was  the  last  one  to 
leave.  Today  we '  have  porters  to  do 
the  cleaning,  even  to  the  work  stands, 
which  required  far  different  cleaning 
from  the  marble  slabs  of  our  modern 
shops.  Vacations?  Perish  the  thought; 


they  were  unknown.  I  am  a  long  way 
from  being  an  old  man  today,  but  com- 
paring my  entrance  to  the  trade  with 
the  present  day,  I  feel  as  old  as  Methu- 
selah. 

Why  pay  dues  to  your  union? 

In  order  that  you  may  keep  the 
benefits  which  others  in  days  gone  by 
gained  for  you. 

In  order  that  you  may  take  your 
place  in  the  world  of  labor  which  is 
yours  by  right 

In  order  that  your  skill  shall  give 
you  recognition. 

In  order  that  as  civilization  ad- 
vances you  will  advance  with  it  and 
be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  privileges 
which  increased  civilization  brings. 

In  order  that  the  thousand  and  one 
benefits  you  derive  every  day  may  not 
be  taken  from  you  and  the  trade  as  a 
whole  forced  backward  in  place  of  for- 
ward. 

Hundreds,  yea,  thousands,  of  argu- 
ments are  at  hand  why  you  should, 
not  alone  keep  up  your  union,  but  im- 
prove it  as  well. 

Not  one  single,  solitary  reason  can 
you  give  why  you  should  not  keep  it 
up. 

Your  argument  that  it  does  you  no 
good  is  groundless,  foolish,  asinine. 

If  it  were  not  for  organized  labor 
the  workingmen  and  women  of  today 
would  be  serfs,  if  not  actual  slaves. 

Organized  labor  compels  the  recog- 
nition which  individual  effort  could 
not  accomplish.  Its  very  existence  is 
the  bar  which  has  separated  us  from 
the  grasping  greed  which  made  the 
black  slave  possible  and  which  evolu- 
tion would  have  forced  upon  white 
and  black  alike  if  a  restraining  hand 
had  not  appeared.  Study  the  history 
of  Greece  and  Rome  and  you  will  find 
an  exact  parallel  at  the  start,  but  the 
exact  opposite  at  the  finish.  Tou  pay 
sixty  cents  per  month,  that  is  true. 
Your  actual  benefits  amount  to  $6.00 
per  week,  or  more,  not  even  thinking 
of  the  monetary  benefits  which  our 
union  allows. 

Some  of  you  say  you  only  pay  it  so 
that  a  few  officers  can  have  a  fat  and 
lazy  Job.  You  know  it  is  an  untruth 
when  you  say  it  You  know  that  your 
salaried  officers  can  do  better  at 
smaller  wages  in  the  shop  than  they 
can  in  the  office,  where  so  many  calls 
are  made  on  them  that  when  the 
month  is  over  they  seldom  have  living 
wages  left. 
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You  know  the  insults  they  have  to 
suffer  from  people  like  you,  who  make 
accusations  you  cannot  substantiate. 

You  fail  to  realize  that  they  are  hu- 
man and  have  feelings.  You  only 
think  of  yourself. 

It  has  never  been  my  province  to 
boast,  but  this  I  say  advisedly:  For 
twenty  years  I  have  been  an  officer  of 
some  kind  in  your  union,  and  not  one 
year  of  that  period  have  I  cared  for 
the  job. 

This  statement  is  public  and  means 
what  it  says.  My  reason  for  remain- 
ing in  office  Is  simple.    I  love  my  craft. 

Do  you  think  your  officers  care  when 
you  roast  them?  Not  at  all.  If  they 
feared  criticism  they  would  not  last 
three  months.  Because  they  do  not 
fear  it  is  the  reason  we  are  a  success. 

If  any  officer  fears  criticism;  if  any 
officer  carries  water  on  both  shoulders 
in  order  to  keep  the  friendship  of  him 
who  Is  right  and  him  who  is  wrong, 
that  man  is  a  disgrace  to  the  craft  and 
a  dishonor  to  his  office. 

Remember  this,  the  few  pennies  you 
pay  toward  the  salary  of  your  officers 
would  never  be  missed,  and  yet  those 
officers  would  miss  you  if  you  dropped 
out,  no  matter  how  unfair  you  have 
been  to  them  and  yourself.  It  is  the 
cause  that  counts,  not  the  man.  It  is 
not  the  praise  you  give  a  favorite  offi- 
cer, it  Is  the  results  achieved  for  us 
all. 

If  the  union  is  no  good,  why  did 
you  join  it? 

Was  it  to  hold  your  Job  in  a  shop 
where  the  boss  insisted  on  a  card? 

If  so,  the  union  must  be  good,  as  it 
held  your  job,  which  you  could  not  do 
if  you  are  the  best  workman  in  Amer- 
ica. 

Did  you  join  because  you  believe  in 
unionism?  If  you  did  that  you  would 
be  a  booster,  not  a  knocker. 

If  you  joined  in  order  to  display 
your  union  card  just  for  the  trade  it 
will  bring  you,  you  are  abominable  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  man  because  you 
are  as  dishonest  as  a  thief  in  the 
night. 

Did  you  join  because  it  is  the 
fashion  in  your  city?  Then  you  are  a 
ninny  and  only  fit  to  associate  with 
cheap  dudes  and  nincompoops;  not 
with  decent  union  men  who  have  prin- 
ciple for  their  reason. 

To  sum  it  up,  if  you  don't  like  the 
union,  why  did  you  join  it? 


Let  me  give  my  opinion,  based  ou 
many  years  of  observation  in  every 
city  of  importance  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  yes,  and  in  Europe. 

The  man  who  grumbles  about  his 
dues,  yet  pays  them;  the  man  who  al- 
ways finds  fault  with  the  officers,  local 
and  national,  is  the  man  who  took  a 
union  man's  job  in  a  union  shop,  per- 
haps at  less  wages,  perhaps  not  He 
was  not  a  member  and  the  local  told 
the  employer  the  card  must  come  out 
if  he  did  not  join.  The  employer  told 
him  to  join  at  the  next  meeting  or 
lose  his  job.  Such  a  man  has  not 
manhood  enough  to  quit  and  get  an- 
other job;  he  joins  and — roasts.  He 
plays  baby.  He  threatens  to  quit,  but 
has  not  the  manhood  to  do  so  for  fear 
he  cannot  get  another  job. 

He  carries  stories  to  the  boss  about 
the  union  in  the  hope  that  the  boss 
will  let  the  card  go,  but  hasn't  got  the 
brains  to  know  that  the  boss  despises 
him  for  being  a  traitor  to  his  shop- 
mates. 

He  is  the  kind  of  man  the  boss  user 
when  he  wants  a  spy  in  his  shop  to 
tell  on  his  shopmates. 

He  is  the  first  man  to  be  laid  off 
when  business  is  bad  because  the  boss 
knows  that  a  man  of  his  caliber  is  not 
safe  in  a  pinch. 

He  is  a  man  who  will  belittle  a  8hoi>- 
mate  to  a  customer  in  order  to  try  to 
get  him  "regular"  because  he  gives  a 
nickel  tip. 

These  and  many,  many  reasons  of  a 
similar  character  are  why  some  mem- 
bers revile  the  union  which  makes  it 
possible  for  them  to  earn  a  living. 

Such  are  the  men  who  dishonor, 
sully  and  disgrace  their  craft  Such 
are  the  men  of  whom  scabs  are  made. 

If  the  cap  in  this  article  fits  the 
reader  let  him  wear  it  or  become  a 
union  man. 

To  those  who  have  stood  with  the 
ship  in  storm  and  sunshine,  who  have 
given  their  time,  talents  and  money 
to  upbuild  the  craft,  let  them  take 
heart.  The  class  of  whom  I  write  this 
month  are  not  many,  yet  they  exist,  as 
cruel  experience  has  taught  me.  We 
must  not  shun  them,  nor  must  we  ig- 
nore them.  They  are  of  the  craft; 
thpy  are  competitors  on  the  economic 
field.  As  such  we  must  try  to  teach 
them  the  path  of  rectitude,  of  honor, 
of  unionism. 

The  world  is  not  perfect;  if  it  wer^. 
the  labor  movement  would  be  super- 
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fluous.  The  fact  that  we  are  not  per- 
fect Is  what  made  the  labor  movement 
a  necessity.  If  you  know  such  as  those 
of  whom  I  write,  try  to  show  them  the 
error  of  their  ways,  and  perhaps  from 
an  ignorant,  ranting  knocker  we  may 
make  a  true  trade  unionist — and  a 
booster.— W.  E.  Klapetzky  in  The 
Journeyman  Barber, 


1860— LINCOLN; 

DEBS...1905 


A  Remarkable  Article  Written 
in  1895  by  the  Great  New 
York  Journalist— John  Swinton 


When  Eugene  Victor  Detos  came  to 
New  York  from  Chicago  last  year  he 
made  a  speech  in  Cooper  Union  which 
I  heard.  I  sat  near  a  spot  at  which  t 
had  sat  at  another  meeting  held  in  the 
same  place,  thirty-four  years  previous- 
ly.^ which  was  addressed  by  another 
speaker  who  came  to  New  York  from 
Chicago.  The  Western  speaker  who 
stood  on  that  platform  in  August,  1894, 
was  to  me  a  reminder  of  the  other 
Western  speaker  who  stood  there  in 
February,  1860.  Both  men  were  tall 
and  spare  in  figure;  the  complexion 
of  each  rather  dark — darker  in  the  one 
than  in  the  other;  the  face  of  each 
was  rather  gaunt,  that  of  the  earlier 
speaker  much  more  gaunt  than  that  of 
the  later;  both  were  men  of  good  and 
strong  features;  there  was  something 
intense  about  the  facial  expression  of 
each;  both  were  men  of  commanding 
and  impressive  manners. 

I  recall  the  somewhat  peculiar  and 
shrill  voice  of  the  speaker  of  1860;  I 
heard  another  voice  in  1894  which  re- 
sembled it.  As  they  spoke,  it  was  easy 
for  a  New  Yorker  to  discern  that  they 
were  both  men  of  the  West. 

The  man  to  whos^  speech  I  listened 
in  Cooper  Union  in  February  of  1860 
was  Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois — 
bom  in  Kentucky;  the  man  who  spoke 
from  the  same  platform  within  my 
hearing  last  year  was  Eugene  Victor 
Debs,  of  Illinois— bom  in  Indiana. 

I  recalled  the  appearance,  the  man- 
ner, the  voice  and  the  speech  of  Lin- 
coln as  Debs  stood  before  me  thirty- 
four  years  afterwards. 


It  eeemed  to  me  that  both  men  were 
imbued  with  the  same  spirit.  Both 
seemed  to  me  as  men  of  Judgment,  rea- 
son, earnestness  and  power.  Both 
seemed  to  me  as  men  of  free,  high, 
genuine,  generous  manhood.  I  "took" 
to  Lincoln  in  my  early  life,  as  I  took 
to  Debs  a  third  of  a  century  later. 

In  the  speeches  of  both  Westerners 
there  was  cogent  argument;  there 
were  apt  illustrations;  there  were 
especially  emphatic  passages;  there 
were  moments  of  lightning;  there 
were  touches  of  humor,  and  there  were 
other  qualities  which  produce  convic- 
tion or  impel  to  action.  Each  speaker 
was  as  free  as  the  other  from  gross 
eloquence.  I  confess  that  I  was  as 
much  impressed  with  the  closing 
words  of  Debs'  speech  as  I  was  with 
those  of  Lincoln,  when  he  exclahned, 
"liet  us  have  faith  that  right  makes 
right,  and  in  that  faith  let  us  to  the 
end  dare  to  do  our  duty,  as  we  under- 
stand it." 

As  Lincoln  stands  in  my  memory 
while  looking  far  back.  Debs  stands  in 
it  as  I  saw  him  in  Cooper  Union  a  year 
ago. 

Lincoln  spoke  for  man;  so  spoke 
Debs.  Lincoln  spoke  for  right  and 
progress;  so  spoke  Debs.  Lincoln 
spoke  for  the  freedom  of  labor;  bo 
spoke  Debs.  Lincoln  was  the  foe  of 
human  slavery;   so  is  Debs. 

I  was  in  the  deepest  sympathy  with 
Lincoln  when  he  came  here,  as  I  was 
also  with  Debs  when  he  came  here.  I 
had  striven  for  Fremont  in  my  youth, 
as  I  have  striven  tn  later  years  for 
principles  that  are  the  logical  sequence 
of  those  of  Lincoln  and  are  repre- 
sented by  Debs. 

Let  no  admirer  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
— I  do  not  mean  the  apotheosized 
emancipator,  but  the  Lincoln  of  1860 — 
offer  objection  to  aught  that  has  been 
here  said.  At  the  time  I  have  spoken 
of  Lincoln  was  regarded  by  millions  of 
people  as  a  cross  between  a  crank  and 
a  monster.  In  hundreds  of  papers  and 
by  hundreds  of  speakers  he  was  called 
the  "Illinois  baboon."  Every  epithet 
that  hate  could  invent  was  applied  to 
him;  every  base  purpose  that  malice 
could  conceive  was  imputed  to  him. 
To  the  "Satanic  press"  of  New  York 
Lincoln  was  an  object  of  loathing  and 
derision,  a  "nigger  lover,"  a  clown,  a 
subverter  of  the  constitution  and  the 
law;    and  above  all,  he  was  a  blatant 
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fool  who  would  destroy  that  indestruc- 
tible "system  of  labor"  which,  had  ex- 
isted of  old,  which  was  upheld  by  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  lynch  law 
court,  the  church,  the  army,  the  press 
and  the  capitalist,  as  also  by  Ck>ngres8 
— both  houses.  Why,  the  Debs  whom 
we  have  with  us  in  our  country  today 
is  a  harmless  citizen  compared  with 
the  Lincoln  of  1860,  as  he  had  been 
described  before  he  came  to  New  York. 
It  looks  to  me  as  though  the  newspaper 
slubberdegullions  and  plutocracy  in 
our  time  had  lost  that  power  of  can- 
tankerous invective  which  was  pos- 
sessed by  their  contemporaries  of  1860, 
now  mostly  dead  ahd  forgotten.  I 
have  read  some  assaults  upon  Debs, 
but  all  of  them  were  poorly  done. 

Lincoln's  name  was  less  familiar  to 
New  York  masses  at  the  opening  of 
1860  than  Debs'  was  in  1894.  Lincoln 
had  campaigned  in  the  West,  but  the 
West  was  much  farther  away  then 
than  it  Is  now,  and  Western  men  were 
less  known  In  the  Blast  than  they  are 
now.  Lincoln  drew  a  crowd  to  Cooper 
Union,  but  not  as  large  a  crowd  as 
Debs  drew. 

Well,  when  I  heard  Debs*  speech 
here  I  had  half  a  notion  that  it  might 
be  the  prelude  to  an  incident  like  that 
which  followed  Lincoln's  speech. 
There  were  few  people,  at  least  in  New 
York,  who  could  have  believed  that 
within  three  months  from  the  day  of 
Lincoln's  speech  here,  Lincoln  would 
be  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  "Some 
say,"  he  said  while  in  New  York  then, 
"some  say  they  may  make  me  Vice- 
President  with  Seward." 

It  was  always  the  opinion  of  my  old 
friend  Raymond,  the  founder  of  the 
New  York  Times,  whom  I  long  served 
as  chief  of  his  editorial  staff,  that  it 
was  the  Cooper  Union  speech  of  Lin- 
coln that  made  It  possible  for  him  to 
be  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and 
that  It  was  most  potent  in  making  him 
acceptable  to  the  Republican  party  in 
the  East.  It  certainly  was  a  factor  of 
Influence  In  the  nomination  in  Chicago 
the  following  May. 

No  matter  about  that  now.  When, 
In  Cooper  Union,  a  year  ago,  I  heard 
the  speech  of  Eugene  V.  Debs,  which, 
In  so  many  ways,  reminded  me  of  that 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  long  ago,  I  felt 
sure  that  nobody  could  deny  that  here 
again,  In  this  new  Western  leader  in 


the  struggle  for  labor's  emancipation, 
there  might  be  the  stuff  for  a  Presi- 
dential candidate. 

And  this  suggestion  would  have  been 
made  by  me  at  the  New  York  meeting 
but  for  the  |am  of  perversity  on  the 
platform. 

Debfi  in  Cooper  Union  reminded  me 
of  Lincoln  there.  As  Lincoln,  of 
Illinois,  became  an  efficient  agent  for 
freedom,  so,  perchance  might  Debs,  of 
Indiana,  become  in  the  impending  con- 
flict for  the  liberation  of  labor.  Let 
us  never  forget  Lincoln's  great  worda, 
"Liberty  before  property;  the  man  be- 
fore the  dollar." 


BOYCOTTING  IS  LEGAL 


So 


is  Picketing,  According  to 
a  Decision  off  the  Federal  Cir- 
cuit Court  off  Appeals. 


A  New  York  Sun  special  dispatch  to 
the  Buffalo  Express  from  Chicago,  111.. 
on  Oct.  11th  says:  Boycotting  and 
peaceable  picketing  by  unions  were  up- 
held by  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  yesterday  in  one  of 
the  most  sweeping  labor  decisions 
ever  made  by  a  federal  court  Al- 
though affirming  in  part  the  injunc- 
tion issued  several  years  ago  by  Judge 
Sanborn  of  Milwaukee,  against  the  Iron 
Molders'  Union  of  that  city,  restrain- 
ing the  strikers  from  molesting  the 
Allis-Chalmers  Company,  decision  prac- 
tically declared  the  legality  of  the  pick- 
eting and  the  boycott,  both  of  which 
have  been  matters  of  serious  dispute  in 
all  the  courts  of  the  country. 

Those  parts  of  the  injunction  issued 
by  Judge  Sanborn,  relating  to  threats, 
force,  violence  and  the  like  were  up- 
held by  the  judges  of  the  Appellate 
Court 

The  paragraphs  which  restrained 
the  union  from  "interfering  in  any 
manner,  forcing  or  maintaining  a  boy- 
cott, endeavoring  illegally  to  indue? 
people  not  to  deal  with  the  company, 
or  from  combining  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  the  company  from  doing 
business,"  were  vacated. 


Live  honestly  within  your  means, 
and  not  dishonestly  upon  the  means 
of  others. 
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THE  PHILOSOPHY  OP 

ORGANIZED  LABOR 


One  of  the  strongest  articles  it  liae 
been  the  fortune  of  the  editor  to  read 
dealing  with  the  philosophy  of  organ- 
ized labor  and  the  rights  of  the  union 
laborer  is  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Clint 
J.  W.  Thiem,  LL.  D..  of  Carroll.  la. 

'•It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  writer 
to  defend  lab6r  in  its  organization, 
nor  to  find  the  holes  in  its  philos- 
ophy, but  to  briefly  state  what  union 
men  are  saying  among  themselves  as 
to  the  why  of  their  organization  and 
the  activity  of  their  unions,  *to  inter- 
pret the  workingman  to  the  Church.' 

"The  commonest  ground  taken  up 
in  a  consideration  of  this  problem  is 
that  labor  is  a  commodity,  governed 
by  the  law  of  supply  and'  demand. 
When  the  supply  Is  limited  wages 
rise,  when  there  is  a  surplus  wages 
fall.  Attempt  to  rise  above  these  con- 
ditions is  looked  upon  as  revolution- 
ary. This  is  true  of  a  bushel  of  our 
Iowa  corn.  But  in  the  treatment  of 
the  labor  problem  we  must  not  forget 
the  man.  It  is  as  though  this  bushel 
of  com  could  stand  up  and  say  for 
itself  whether  it  would  be  sold  for  less 
than  the  cost  of  production.  And  we 
must  not  forget  that  this  man  is  the 
big  end  of  the  government  At  the 
polls  capital  is  insignificant  by  the 
side  of  labor.  If  labor  goes  wrong,  the 
nation  is  certain  to  die  of  heart-disease. 

"The  individual  toiler  can  do  noth- 
ing. All  the  talk  on  the  pari  of  capi- 
tal, of  individual  rights  and  the  open 
shop,  is  the  sheerest  nonsense.  The 
laborer  has  no  rights  that  selfishness 
and  greed  respect.  If  the  individual  is 
not  satisfied  with  his  wages  or  treat- 
ment, he  can  quit  and  another  take  his 
place.  That  is  the  end  of  the  matter. 
The  fact  that  fifty  thousand  men  lay 
down  their  tools  here  and  there  is  not 
noticed.  But  when  fifty  thousand  men 
in  a  single  industry  refuse  to  give 
their  labor,  it  is  a  different  matter.  It 
is  a  cold,  hard  fact  of  history  that  all 
laboring  men — ^union  and  non-nnlon, 
are  today  enjoying  in  increased  wages, 
shorter  hours  and  improved  conditions 
the  fruit  of  the  victory  won  by  organ- 
ized labor. 


"1.  The  organization  of  labor  is  a 
defensive  measure  against  the  greed 
of  capital  and  the  greed  of  labor.  A 
certain  Just  proportion  of  the  profits 
that  come  from  Joint  investment  of 
labor  and  capital  belong  to  labor.  Just 
what  that  portion  is,  is  not  easily  de- 
termined. But  labor  is  at  a  disadvan- 
tage. All  the  traditions  of  the  past 
that  he  should  be  content  with  a  living 
are  against  him.  Not  only  so,  but  capi- 
tal handles  all  the  money,  the  medium 
of  exchange.  The  tendency  of  wages 
is  to  be  minimum,  and  generally  speak- 
ing, an  increase  comes  only  when  it 
must  By  some  means  labor  must  be 
strong  enough  not  only  to  maintain  its 
rights,  but  to  enforce  its  demand. 

"The  greatest  hindrances  to  success 
have  been  laboring  men.  If  a  body  of 
men  marched  out,  another  marched  in 
and  took  their  places,  and  the  battle 
was  lost  There  are  some  ugly  names 
in  labor's  vocabulary — 'umfair,'  *rat' 
and  'scab.'  To  comprehend  the  spirit 
that  coined  them  we  toust  stand  in 
labor's  shoes.  The  battle  is  for  a  class 
— that  is,  for  all  laboring  men — ^union 
or  non-union. 

"The  union  man  believes  that  when 
this  non-union  man  takes  his  place  he 
has  not  only  wronged  the  man  whose 
Job  he  takes,  but  that  he  is  a  traitor  to 
laboring  men  everywhere.  Like  Judas, 
he  sells  those  who  would  help  him  for 
gold.  Believing  that  the  union  man 
searches  the  fighting  language  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  for  epithets. 

"2.  It  is  a  measure  for  mutual  im- 
provement— for  the  elevation  of  the 
trade  and  the  elevation  of  the  man. 
All  unions  have  strict  apprentice  laws 
in  order  that  union  labor  may  become 
valuable.  It  is  true  that  in  time  of 
strikes  incompetent  men  are  admitted, 
but  the  law  of  the  survival  of  the  fit- 
test prevails,  and  these  are  knocked 
about  from  pillar  to  post  until  they 
leave  the  labor  center  or  the  union  in 
disgust  But  the  chief  aim  is  the 
elevation  of  the  man.  Otir  public 
school  system  is  largely  to  blame  for 
the  unrest  in  the  industrial  realm  if  it 
be  a  sin.    It  is  perilous  to  educate  the 
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man  you  Intend  to  keep  servile.  Keep 
history  out  of  his  fingers — and  of  all 
things  American  history,  for  he  will 
answer  the  drum-beat  of  the  centuries. 
And  the  poet,  for  his  own  will  unite 
in  the  heart-throb  of  humankind.  The 
man  that  graduates  from  our  public 
schools  must  have  books  and  time  to 
read  them,  and  music  and  the  social 
benefits  of  life.  We  hear  of  the  ignor- 
ant foreigner  as  the  disturbing  factor. 
Not  so;  a  John  Mitchell  can  handle 
an  army  of  men.  The  real  disturber 
of  the  peace  is  the  man  the  State  has 
taught  to  read  Emerson,  and  who  had 
for  a  schoolmate  the  banker's  and 
preacher's  daughter. 

*'3.  With  the  poorer  paid  workman 
Improved  conditions  are  deemed  a 
necessity.  It  is  not  long  since  that  the 
railroads  paid  their  section  men  90 
cents  a  day.  Take  $1.25, 365  days,  every 
day  in  the  year,  and  we  have  only  $456. 
One-third  lost  time  leaves  $304.  How 
can  a  man  pay  for  rent,  fuel,  medicine, 
send  his  children  to  school,  and  have 
anything  left  in  his  purse  for  bread? 
A  German  arrested  under  the  compul- 
sory education  law  propounded  a  seri- 
ous question  to  the  police  Judge  when 
he  said,  *How  we  lift  If  my  children 
no  work?*  How,  indeed,  in  many  and 
many  a  home? ' 

"The  American  laborer  faces  a  new 
problem.  There  was  a  time  not  so  far 
distant  when  the  undeveloped  re- 
sources of  this  great  nation  called  for 
more  laborers  than  were  at  hand.  But 
that  day  has  passed  in  American  his- 
tory. The  stream  of  immigration 
threatened  to  become  a  flood,  and  the 
dikes  were  built  along  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  coasts.  But  in  spite  of  all 
our  efforts  they  came  pouring  in  from 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe. 

"How  shall  these  be  fed?  By  some 
means  this  battle  for  bread  goes  on. 
By  one  of  three  means  every  man  must 
get  his  food  and  clothing,  either  by 
charity,  by  theft  or  honest  toil.  If 
there  are  already  more  workmen  than 
work,  there  seems  to  be  nothing  left 
but  charity  or  crime.  Must  these  chil- 
dren of  ours,  born  under  the  folds  of 
the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  these  other 
children  born  under  other  banners,  be 
doomed  to  become  either  beggars  or 
thieves?  Organized  labor  proi)Oses  a 
remedy  in  the  eight-hour  day.  Pour 
men  move  ahead  and  a  fifth  man  takes 
his  place  In  the  tolling  ranks.    He  be- 


comes, like  his  father  and  grandfathers 
were  before  him,  a  useful  citizen  of 
the  nation. 

''That  is  in  epitome  the  laboring 
man's  philosophy.  He  has  not  his 
theory  in  text  books,  but  he  has  it  "by 
heart,'  and  he  is  teaching  it  to  his 
children." 


Organization  off  Labor 

The  organization  of  labor  is  the  uni- 
versal vital  problem  of  all  ages.  It  is 
as  old  as  civilization,  and  it  is  the 
sphinx  riddle  of  social  organization. 

It  is  a  problem  that  has  never  yet 
been  solved,  and  for  that  reason  more 
than  for  any  other  the  societies  of  the 
past  have  ended  in  ruin  and  chaos. 

Do  not  think  I  mean  trade  union 
organization.  Trade  unions  are  merely 
temporary  militant  brotherhoods  fight- 
ing to  stave  off  human  slavery. 

The  true  organization  of  labor  com- 
prehends every  purpose  of  civilized  so- 
ciety. 

We  live  together  in  order  that  we 
may  provide  food,  clothing,  shelter, 
and  the  other  necessaries  of  life  for 
each  and  all  of  us.  Society  today  is, 
as  all  societies  of  the  past  have  been, 
an  attempt  to  organize  labor  on  some 
permanent  and  peaceful  basis. 

The  priests  of  £«gypt  tried  to  organ- 
ize labor  and  failed.  The  oligarchs  of 
Greece  and  Rome  tried  to  organize 
labor  and  failed.  Slavery  was  an  at- 
tempt to  organize  labor.  Serfdom  was 
another  attempt  to  organize  labor. 

Priests,  kings,  emperors,  military 
dictators,  all  attempted  to  organize 
labor,  and  all  failed. 

The  capitalism  of  today  is  the  mod- 
ern attempt  to  organize  labor.  The 
chief  capitalists  have  been  called  cap- 
tains of  industry,  because  it  was  their 
purpose  to  regiment  and  organize 
labor. 

For  nearly  a  hundred  years  they 
have  been  engaged  in  this  gigantic  un- 
dertaking. Millions  of  tollers  aban- 
doned agriculture  to  flock  into  the  in- 
dustrial centers  to  work  at  the  great 
machines  and  to  produce  the  wealth 
of  the  world.  They  have  asked  in  re- 
turn some  security  in  life,  some  assur- 
ance of  constant  employment,  a  modest 
allowance  of  food  and  clothing,  and 
such  places  as  may  serve  them  for 
dwelling. 
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Tet  again  and  again  during  the  rule 
of  the  modern  capitalist  ciyilized  so- 
ciety has  been  brought  to  a  point  of 
ruin.  Men  willing  to  latwr  have  had 
factory  gates  closed  against  them.  Mil- 
lions of  roving,  starving  idlers  have 
had  to  beg  for  the  necessaries  of  life. 
Famine  has  raged  in  the  midst  of 
plenty,  and  worklngmen,  women. and 
children  have  been  thrown  from  their 
very  tenements  to  become  vagrants,  or 
to  be  herded  in  the  public  Jails  and 
workhouses. 

Instead  of  organizing  labor  so  that 
it  could  continuously  and  plentifully 
supply  the  wants  of  the  world.  Indus- 
try has  become  a  veritable  warfare. 
One  band  of  labor  has  fought  another 
band  of  labor  for  the  chance  to  work. 
Women  have  fought  with  men.  chil- 
dren with  their  parents,  in  the  degrad- 
ing and  tragic  struggle  to  get  Jobs. 
Civilized  society  has  again  and  again 
been  well  nigh  torn  and  rent  asunder 
by  this  inter-labor  warfare. 

This  sphinx  riddle  of  the  universe, 
this  vital  problem  of  all  ages,  this  cry- 
ing need  of  labor  organization,  remains 
unsolved. 

Even  the  captains  of  industry  wring 
their  hands  in  despair.  Their  fac- 
tories are  idle,  their  capital  unproduc- 
tive, and  their  regiments  of  toil  on  the 
brink  of  ruin  and  madness. 

At  this  moment  the  problem  presses 
upon  us  with  a  grave  and  terrible  in- 
sistence. 

And  yet  who  talks  of  this  problem, 
or  who  offers  a  solution  for  this  prob- 
lem? Does  Mr.  Bryan?  Does  Mr. 
Taft?  Does  Mr.  Roosevelt?  Does  Mr. 
Hearst?  Or  any  other  great  political 
leader  offer  the  slightest  excuse  for  a 
solution  of  this  sphinx  riddle? 

Do  the  ordinary  labor  leaders  offer 
a  solution?  Do  the  preachers,  the  uni- 
versity presidents,  the  leaders  of 
thought  and  of  intellect,  offer  any 
solution  for  this  problem? 

Yet  it  must  be  solved.  And  if  we 
cannot  solve  It  this  republic  will  go 
the  way  of  past  civilizations.  It  will 
become  exhausted  and  prostrate  and 
lie  fallow  for  centuries. 

Was  there  ever  such  a  problem  as 
this,  one  more  appealing,  one  more 
worthy  of  commanding  all  our  ener- 
gies, our  intellects  and  our  devotion? 
To  organize  labor,  to  humanize  so- 
ciety, to  feed  and  clothe  and  shelter 
every  man,  woman  and  child,  to  guide 


these  vital  forces  so  that  they  may  in- 
telligently feed  themselves;  to  bring 
together  under  common  guidance  the 
natural  forces  of  the  earth,  the  arti- 
ficial forces  of  capital,  and  the  human 
forces  of  labor — ^was  there  ever  such 
a  problem  as  this  for  the  mind  of  man 
to  dwell  upon  and  solve? — Robert 
Hunter. 


Shall  Union  Men  be  Fined  and 
Imprisoned  for  Telling  the 
Truth? 

The  Butterlck  Publishing  Company 
is  endeavoring  to  have  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court  fine  and  imprison  the 
officers  of  Typographical  Union  No.  6 
because  they  have  told  the  truth  about 
the  unfair  stand  of  that  concern 
toward  organized  labor.  No.  6  has  not 
at  any  time  asked,  and  never  will  ask, 
you  to  boycott  Butterlck  products,  but 
Big  6  pointed  out  the  fact  that  on 
Nov.  24,  1906,  this  firm  locked  out  their 
union  employes  and  have  ever  since 
employed  non-union  men  at  low  wages 
and  for  long  hours.  No.  6  is  a  law- 
abiding  body  and  insists  that  it  had 
legal  and  moral  right  to  tell  you  that 
you  do  not  have  to  purchase  goods 
made  by  non-unionists.  Furthermore, 
no  Judge  can  compel  you,  by  injunc- 
tion or  otherwise,  to  give  your  patron- 
age where  you  do  not  wish  to  give  it. 
When  the  law  Is  Invoked  to  aid  this 
concern  in  a  purely  business  disagree- 
ment with  its  employes  It  is  a  sure  in- 
dication that  organized  labor  is  exer- 
cising its  Inalienable  right  to  spend 
the  wages  earned  under  union  condi- 
tions with  those  dealers  who  favor 
union  conditions. 


There  is  Something  After   AN, 
in  Unions— In  Solidarity. 

Occasionally,  during  the  past  ten 
years,  we  have  tried  to  impress  upon 
readers  of  all  kinds  the  Importance  of 
organizing  for  self-protection. 

We  have  told  the  estimable  young 
clerks  in  their  black  coats  and  nice  red 
neckties — the  respectable  little  men, 
who  parade  on  election  day  in  favor  of 
prosperity  and  who  are  the  first  to  get 
discharged  in  time  of  trouble — that 
they  ought  also  to  protect  themselves. 
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We  have  pointed  out  the  fact  that 
mechanics  and  other  workmen  are 
strong  because  they  are  united. 

Many  of  the  little  gentlemen  who 
make  a  living  as  clerks  have  looked 
down  with  scom  upon  the  union  man 
and  possibly  also  upon  the  suggestion 
that  they  should  protect  themselves  by 
organization. 

Now  we  call  their  attention  to  an 
interesting  piece  of  news  which  was 
made  public  yesterday. 

The  clerks  of  a  railroad  are  all  to 
have  their  pay  reduced— some  5  per 
cent,  and  some  2  per  cent.  Every  man 
of  them,  except  those  that  get  less  than 
$60  per  month  will  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  his  income  diminished  from 
now  on. 

We  do  not  write  to  criticize  the 
action  of  the  railroad.  It  is  quite  prob- 
able that  bad  financial  conditions 
actually  make  some  reduction  necesr 
sary. 

Whether  or  not  the  clerks  were  paid 
as  much  as  they  might  have  been  paid, 
when  better  financial  conditions  would 
have  made  an  increase  possible,  we 
don't  know. 

Anyhow  the  clerks  are  to  have  their 
pay  reduced  from  now  on. 

And  the  union  labor  mechanics  and 
others  are  not  to  have  their  pay  re- 
duced. 

The  little  man  with  the  respectable 
black  coat  and  nice  necktie,  clean  col- 
lar and  large  family  of  children,  will 
see  his  income  down.  And  the  me- 
chanic with  the  oil  stained  Jumper 
and  the  dinner  pail  on  his  arm,  who 
makes  often  twice  as  much  and  nearly 
always  more  than  the  average  clerk, 
will  see  his  income  go  on  as  big  as  it 
was  before. 

The  railroad  announces  that  it  will 
cut  the  wages  of  all  except  those  whose 
pay  is  fixed  by  the  unions. 

Whrai  the  young  gentlemen  with  the 
nice  coats  get  over  the  surprise  of  this 
announcement  we  advise  them  to  think 
over  once  more  the  possibility  and  the 
advisability  of  protecting  themselves 
by  some  kind  of  union. 

It  pays  men  to  stick  together. — New 
York  Evening  Joumah 


Wisconsin  Judges  Nulliffy  Tele- 
graphers' Eight-Haurs. 

A  dispatch  from  Madison,  Wis.,  dated 
Sept  30th,  says:  The  Supreme  Court 
has  declared  unconstitutional  the  Wis- 
consin eight-hour  railroad  telegraph- 
ers* law,  which  was  enacted  at  the  1907 
session  of  the  legislature. 

The  law  is  declared  unconstitutional 
on  the  theory  that  it  is  in  confiict  with 
provisions  of  the  Federal  constitution. 

The  telegraphers'  eight-hour  law  was 
enacted  through  the  energetic  work  of 
the  socialist  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture. They  introduced  it,  fought  for 
it  in  committee  and  through  both 
houses  against  great  opposition. 

The  enactment  of  the  law  was  hailed 
by  the  trade  unions  of  Wisconsin  as 
an  important  victory  for  them  in  their 
fight  for  a  shorter  workday. 

It  is  expected  that  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  will  arouse  indig- 
nation among  the  trades  unionists  of 
the  State  and  strengthen  the  socialists 
in  the  November  election. 

The  Supreme  Court  is  made  up  of 
five  Republicans  and  three  Democrats. 


"Too  many  people  have  a  large  wirti- 
bone  where  the  backbone  ou^t  to  be. 
That  is  the  reason  so  many  fail  to  win 
success.  They  wish  for  success  with- 
out working  for  It." 


What  Ingersoil  Said. 

Fifteen  years  ago  Robert  G.  Inger- 
soil, in  one  of  his  most  eloquent 
speeches,  made  a  dramatic  plea  for 
workingmen  to  combine  that  they 
might  secure  control  of  the  executive, 
legislative  and  judicial  departments. 

"Capital,"  said  Mr.  Ingersoil,  "has 
always  claimed  and  still  claims  the 
right  to  combine.  Manufacturers  meet 
and  determine  prices  even  in  spite  of 
the  great  law  of  supply  and  demand. 
Have  the  laborers  the  same  right  to 
consult  and  combine?  The  rich  meet 
in  the  bank,  clubhouse  or  parlor. 
Workingmen  when  they  combine 
gather  in  the  street  All  the  organ- 
ized forces  of  society  are  against 
them.  Capital  has  the  army  and  navy, 
the  legislature,  the  judicial  and  execu- 
tive departments.  When  the  rich  com- 
bine it  is  for  the  purpose  of  'exchang- 
ing ideas.*  When  the  poor  combine  it 
is  a  conspiracy.  If  they  act  in  concert, 
if  they  really  do  something  it  is  a 
'mob.*  If  they  defend  themselves  it  Is 
treason." 


He  makes  no  mark  who  has  no  aim. 
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HIS  LAST  SWITCH. 

Bro.  Geo.  T.  Barnett  died  of  acute 
indigestion  in  Waco,  Texas,  October 
11th.  Bro.  Barnett's  remains  were  con- 
veyed to  his  old  home  in  Decatur,  111., 


where,  surrounded  by  sorrowing 
friends  they  were  laid  away  October 
16th. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  jointly 
by  the  Switchmen  and  Trainmen, 
three  members  of  each  order  acting  as 
active  pall  bearers,  viz.: 

C.  Kelso,  Lodge  17,  S.  U.  of  N.  A., 
Chicago,  111.;  C.  A.  Chandler,  Lodge 
&3,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  Decatur,  111.;  J. 
Ryan,  Lodge  53,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  De- 
catur, 111.;  Wm.  Rives,  Lodge  414,  B. 
of  R  T..  Decatur,  111.;  W.  S.  Mont- 
gomery, Lodge  414,  B.  of  R.  T..  De- 


catur, 111.;  Wm.  Bridwell,  Lodge  414, 
B.  of  R.  T.,  Decatur,  111. 

Hiftiorary  pall  bearers  were:  Thos. 
E#arner,  Lodge  29,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  Blue 
Island,  111.;  A.  J.  Garrett,  Lodge  178, 
S.  U.  of  N.  A..  Waco.  Texas;  H. 
Hackett,  Lodge  53,  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  De- 
catur, 111.;  F.  Bundy,  Lodge  53,  S.  U. 
of  N.  A.,  Decatur,  111.;  R.  Cook,  Lodge 
414,  B.  of  R.  T.,  Decatur,  111.;  J.  R. 
Jones,  B.  of  R,  T.,  Waco,  Texas. 

The  delegates  to  our  last  conven- 
tion will  remember  the  genial  face 
and  smile  of  Bro.  Barnett,  who  repre- 
sented Waco  Lodge  178  on  that  occar 
sion.  Bro.  Barnett  and  Bro.  Thos. 
E3amer  who  represented  Blue  Island 
Lodge  No.  29  were  inseparable  com- 
panions during  the  convention,  where 
you  found  one  you  found  the  other. 
They  had  worked  together  many  years 
ago,  and  their  friendship  had  ripened 
into  a  brotherly  love  for  each  other, 
and  Bro.  Earner,  true  to  his  comrade, 
was  on  hand  at  Decatur  to  see  the  last 
sad  rites  performed  over  the  remains 
of  his  dearest  friend. 

A  few  months  ago  the  painful  duty 
devolved  upon  the  Editor  to  chronicle 
the  death  of  another  delegate  to  our 
Detroit  convention,  Bro.  Mathew  Fay, 
of  Lodge  No.  3,  Joliet,  111.  Bro.  Bar- 
nett bore  a  striking  resemblance  to 
Bro.  Fay  in  physique,  and  he,  in  com- 
pany with  his  old  friend  Thos.  ESarner, 
attended  the  funeral  of  our  lamented 
brother  in  Joliet.  Little  did  he  think, 
when  he  looked  upon  the  face  of  Bro. 
Fay,  cold  in  death,  that  he  so  soon 
was  to  follow  and  join  his  brother  in 
eternal  silence.  But  so  it  is,  and  as 
I  write  this  and  watch  the  hand  that 
directs  the  pen,  I  am  impressed  with 
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the  consciousness  that  possibly  before 
this  reaches  the  readers  of  our 
JouBNAL,  I  myself  may  have  Joined 
George  and  Matt  and  that  innumerable 
army  of  brothers  who  have  reported 
to  the  Great  Yardmaster.  We  are  at- 
tached to  life  by  the  slenderest  of 
cords,  which  may  snap  at  any  moment, 
and  this  fact  should  be  more  apparent 
to  switchmen  than  any  other  class,  for 
death  hounds  them  at  every  step  they 
take.  Therefore  switchmen  should  ex- 
ercise the  greatest  care  and  punctual- 
ity In  always  being  prepared  to  answer 
the  final  summons. 

Bro.  Bamett's  life  is  an  example 
that  all  switchmen  should  emulate. 
He  was  prepared  to  meet  his  God,  and 
not  only  that  but  left  his  family  well 
provided  for,  being  insured  in  three 
organizations. 

This  Is  the  highest  proof  in  the 
world  of  a  man's  sterling  qualities,  for 
the  man  who  considers  the  welfare  of 
his  family  is  the  highest  and  noblest 
type  of  citizen,  and  in  the  death  of 
Bro.  Barnett  this  union  has  lost  one 
of  Its  worthiest  members. 

Alas,     dear  George,    these     words     I 

hate  to  pen. 
But  after  life  is  over  I  hope  we'll  meet 

again. 


MORRISSEY'S  NEW  JOB. 

The  press  announces  as  a  fact  that 
P.  H.  Morrlssey  has  accepted  the  presi- 
dency of  the  American  Railroad  Em- 
ployes and  Investors'  Association. 
Very  little  Is  known  about  the  giant 
minds  that  conceived  the  Idea  to  enlist 
the  wage-slave  as  a  lobbyist  In  behalf 
of  the  master.  The  association  is  de- 
signed as  a  link  between  the  public 
and  the  railroad,  and  between  the  car- 
riers and  the  employes;  in  short,  the 
railroad  men  of  these  United  States 
are  to  be  made  a  lot  of  dupes  or  cats'- 
paws  of  to  pull  the  chestnuts  out  of 
the  fire  for  corporate  interests. 


Morrlssey  is  now  where  he  properly 
belongs,  hand  in  glove  with  the  rail- 
way presidents^  and  It  Is  said  draws  a 
miserable  salary  of  $15,000  per  year. 
Quite  an  inducement  to  preach  iden- 
tity of  interest  between  employer  and 
employe,  eh? 

Here's  the  purpose  of  the  associa- 
tion, as  set  forth  In  the  preamble; 

"To  encourage  by  every  proper 
method,  cordial  and  friendly  feeling 
on  the  part  of  the  public  toward 
American  railroads  and  their  busi- 
ness. 

"To  publicly  provide  means  and 
methods  for  obtaining  oonslderatl(Hi 
and  hearing  from  all  legislative 
bodies  and  commissions  empowered 
to  enact  new  laws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions affecting  the  conduct  and  open- 
ti<ms  of  roads. 

"To  do  whatever  lawful  things  may 
be  necessary  to  secure  a  fair  return 
alike  to  capital  and  labor  interested 
in  American  railroads,  with  regard  to 
efficient  service,  fair  treatment  and 
safety  to  the  public" 

"This  association,"  it  Is  stated, 
"shall*  at  no  times  be  used  for  politi- 
cal purposes,  nor  shall  it  take  any 
part  In  controversies,  if  any,  which 
may  arise  between  railroad  employes 
and  railroad  officials." 

The  meetings  at  which  the  associa- 
tion was  formed  were  participated  in 
by  executive  heads  of  the  Brotiier- 
hood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  Order 
of  Railway  Conductors,  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  E«nglne- 
men  and  Brotherhood  of  Railroad 
Trainmen  and  by  presidents  or  vice- 
presidents  of  sixteen  of  the  laiKUt 
railroad  systems  in  the  United  States. 

Whom  do  you  suppose  pays  Mr.  Mor- 
rlssey his  $15,000  per? 

The  editor's  advice  to  all  switchmen 
is  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
this  association.  Remember,  the  rail- 
roads are  simply  transferring  a  fU^ 
to  you,  and  Mr.  Railroad  President  will 
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ait  back  and  laugh  while  you  and  the 
shipper  are  fighting  it  out,  thinking 
what  a  damn  fool  you  are. 


CAPITALIST  ADVICE  fOR 
WORKERS. 

The  following  appeared  In  the  N<h 
tional  Banker  aeveral  months  ago,  "Be 
Content": 

"The  lesson  we  should  learn  as  we 
study  these  conditions  Is  that  we 
should  be  content  The  laboring  man 
envies  the  man  of  wealth.  He  thinks 
if  he  had  the  money  his  more  fortun- 
ate neighbor  has  and  could  buy  any- 
thing he  wanted  he  would  be  the  hap- 
piest man  in  the  world.  He  does  not 
know  how  to  appreciate  his  health  and 
strength,  the  perfect  digestion  that 
makes  him  enjoy  his  food,  his  sound 
and  refreshing  sleep  and  his  freedom 
from  care  and  anxiety.  He  takes  all 
these  things  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
does  not  appreciate  their  value.  He 
has  always  been  well  and  knows 
nothing  of  the  suffering  of  disease. 
His  plain  fare  tastes  better  to  him 
than  the  most  expensive  article  known 
to  culinary  science  does  to  the  satiated 
appetite  of  the  votary  of  pleasure.  He 
does  not  worry  about  the  price  of 
stocks  and  bonds.  The  still  hours  of 
the  night  bring  him  refreshing  sleep 
instead  of  the  worry  and  care  and 
nerve-destroying  pleasures  of  the  pam- 
pered man  of  wealth.  All  his  natural 
and  reasonable  wants  are  supplied.  He 
ought  to  be  a  happy  man,  and  would 
be  if  he  realized  how  much  he  has  to 
be  thankful  for.  The  millionaire  in 
his  palace  is  not  content.  He  envies 
the  poor  man  in  his  freedom  from 
worry.  He  thinks  if  he  could  enjoy  a 
meal  as  he  once  did  he  would 
have  something  to  be  thankful  for. 
The  choicest  viands  pall  upon 
his  vitiated  taste.  The  possession  of 
wealth  has  created  unusual  wants. 
Their  constant   gratification   has  left 


him  almost  a  nervous  and  physical 
wreck.  Wealth  has  brought  him  power, 
but  it  has  not  brought  him  happiness. 
Contentment  is  a  trait  of  character 
greatly  to  be  desired.  It  brings  hap- 
piness and  peace  to  its  fortunate  pos-^ 
sesBor." 

As  a  piece  of  humor  this  is  magnifir 
cent,  and  for  "kidding"  the  worker  it 
is  the  limit  The  great  matter  with  the 
worker  is  he  has  a  good  appetite  but 
can't  use  it. 


ARC 


YOU   A   WORKER  OR  A 
SHIRKER? 


Tbe  following  editorial,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  official  organ  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  so  fittingly  applies 
to  members  of  the  Switchmen's  Union 
that  we  herewith  reprint  it  in  full: 

One  of  the  saddest  features  of  our 
order  is  the  large  army  of  members 
who  do  not  attend  meetings,  have  no 
apparent  interest  in  the  work  or  busi- 
ness of  the  lodge,  are  content  to  let 
the  officers  do  all  the  work,  or  leave  it 
undone  if  they  feel  so  disposed,  whose 
only  claim  to  merriberahip  is  the  fact 
that  they  pay  their  dues,  who  never 
even  communicate  with  their  lodge  ex- 
cept to  notify  the  brothers  that  they 
are  sick,  and  who  then  expect  every 
member  to  visit  them  witfh  religious 
regularity.  These  members  seem  to 
forget  that  they  have  taken  a  solemn 
obligation  to  assist  us  in  our  work, 
and  that  their  failure  to  do  so  places 
an  extra  burden  on  those  who  try  to 
keep  their  obligations  inviolate.  We 
are  associated  together  as  one  body, 
and  as  a  man  who  has  lost  the  use  of 
an  arm  or  a  limb  is  incapable  of  per- 
forming as  much  manual  labor  as  one 
in  the  full  possession  of  all  parts  of 
his  body,  so  the  lodge  which  has  a 
number  of  "deadi"  members  on  its 
roster  is  incapable  of  doing  as  much 
good  as  the  one  in  which  every  mem- 
ber is  alive  and  active. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


860 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITOHMBN'S  UNION 


We  are  a  great  army  engaged  in 
bitter  warfare  against  selfishness, 
hatred  and  unkindness,  and  the  real 
work  of  overcoming  the  enemy  and 
winning  the  victory  must  necessarily 
be  performed  by  the  "privates."  The 
officers  may  be  the  personification  of 
ability,  pluck  and  energy,  but  without 
the  support  of  the  "privates"  they  can 
accomplish  nothing.  When  we  realize 
this  and  get  down  to  Jiuaineaa,  when 
we  all  work  together  to  enlarge  the 
usefulness  of  our  order,  when  we  make 
it  our  business  to  comfort  the  broken- 
hearted, care  for  the  sick  and  extend 
the  hand  of  friendship  and  charity  to 
the  destitute,  then  and  not  until  then, 
we  will  exemplify  the  principles  of 
Friendship,  Charity  and  Benevolence. 

Our  nature  is  such  that  we  crave 
the  companionship  of  our  fellow-man. 
This  fact  Is  demonstrated  by  the  num- 
ber of  visitors  found  at  the  conventions 
of  a  live,  active,  working  lodge,  where 
the  hand  of  fellowship  Is  extended, 
and  each  brother  feels  that  he  "is  the 
peer  of  every  other."  On  the  other 
hand,  visit  the  lodge  that  leaves  all 
the  work  to  the  "faithful  few"  and 
where  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  get  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  the  or- 
dinary business;  you  will  find  very 
few  visitors,  and  those  few  are  not 
likely  to  come  again.  We  are  all 
under  obligations  to  assist  in  carrying 
on  this  work  to  the  full  extent  of  our 
ability.  This  means  that  all  must  take 
a  hand.  It  does  not  mean  that  ten  or 
twelve  members  of  the  lodge  must 
carry  all  the  burden  and  assume  all 
the  responsibility;  neither  does  it 
mean  that  you  have  the  privilege  of 
staying  at  home  while  a  few  of  the 
"regulars''  endeavor  to  confer  the 
ranks  upon  a  candidate  with  a  hall 
full  of  empty  chairs  for  an  audience, 
but  it  does  mean  attend  as  many  meet- 
ings of  the  lodge  as  possible,  take  an 
interest  in  its  affairs,  don't  let  the  offi- 
cers do  all  the  work,  visit  the  sick,  he 


a  worker  and  not  a  shirker,  in  fine  be 
a  Knight  of  Pythias  In  all  that  the 
name  implies. 

When  this  condition  of  affairs  is 
realized  we  will  have  better  men,  bet- 
ter lodges,  and  a  world  made  better  by 
our  having  lived  in  it. 

Brothers,  think  it  over.  What  are 
pou  going  to  do  about  it? 


SACRiricE  or  young  girls. 

In  a  Pittsburg  foundry  girls  are  emr 
ployed  to  make  simple  cores  for  cast- 
ings. A  quick  girl  can  make  10,000  a 
day,  for  which  she  receives  $1.  Ac- 
cording to  the  investigator  who  re- 
ported to  charities  on  "Pittsburg  Wo- 
men in  the  Metal  Trades,"  this  work  is 
carried  on  in  clouds  of  drifting  dust 
As  the  cores  are  finished  they  are  set 
on  trays,  which  the  women  carry 
across  the  room  to  the  ovens.  A  load- 
ed tray  weighs  from  ten  to  twenty-flve 
pounds.  In  an  electrical  factory  in 
East  Pittsburg  650  women  are  em- 
ployed on  piece  work  in  winding  coils 
for  armatures.  The  fastest  make  $1.47 
a  day.  The  work  is  so  taxing  that  the 
employes  give  out  readily.  Only 
twenty-five  have  been  in  the  factory 
four  years.  Three  screw  and  bolt 
works  in  the  same  city  employ  543 
women.  A  bolt  trimmer — to  use  one 
class  of  labor  as  an  illustration-' 
stands  for  ten  hours  before  a  machine. 
She  feeds  bolts  to  the  mechanism  at 
two  second  intervals — 16,000  times  a 
day — for  a  wage  of  ninety-six  cents. 

Bad  conditions  these  for  women  to 
work  under  and  likely  to  have  an  In- 
direct effect  in  weakened  and  stunted 
children. 

Doubtless  the  employers  feel  that 
they  are  not  to  blame,  that  they  are 
forced  by  competition  for  cheap  goods 
to  hire  cheap  labor.  If  any  one  of 
them  should  hold  out  and  refuse  to  use 
the  methods  of  his  competitors  he 
would  be  forced  to  the  wall.    So  it  is 
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up  to  organized  society  to  take  a  hand 
and  fix  the  rules  of  the  game.  Condi- 
tions for  the  employment  of  women 
and  children  must  be  determined  and 
enforced  by  the  State.  Otherwise  so- 
ciety is  at  the  mercy  of  a  demand  for 
cheapness  that  sacrifices  the  future  of 
the  rt^e.—Kansas  City  Star, 


DETHRONED. 

John  J.  Hanahan  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  Sngine- 
men,  has  been  dethroned,  and  W.  S. 
Carter,  grand  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  that  order  for  the  past  five  years, 
has  been  elevated  to  the  position  made 
vacant  by  Hanahan's  decapitation. 

Not  lOD^  ago  Hanahan  enjoyed  his 
lionejrmoon  across  the  continent  in  the 
private  car  of  James  J.  Hill.  This  in- 
cident should  have  furnished  sufficient 
evidence  of  Hanahan's  unfitness  as 
liead  of  the  firemen's  organization. 

It  is  a  safe  bet  that  James  J.  Hill 
would  not  now  tender  Hanahan  a 
hand-car. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  OUT  OP  POLITICS 

Recently  the  Miichinist  asked  this 
question:  "If  any  brother  can  explain 
how  to  find  a  remedy  by  keeping  out 
of  politics,  he  might  do  bo  now  while 
the  recent  Supreme  Court  decisions 
and  other  matters  act  as  an  inspira- 
tion." 

While  the  inspiration  may  not  have 
come,  and  the  remedy  be  not  at  hand, 
we  would  like  to  suggest  the  follow- 
ing: 

Refrain  from  banding  yourselves  to- 
gether for  mutual  good. 

Do  not  do  anything  which  will  help 
your  fellow  worker. 

If  he  is  dissatisfied  with  his  job  and 
strikes,  be  sure  and  jump  into  the 
place  made  vacant 

If  he  has  been  trying  to  send  his 
children  to  school  with  whole  shoes 


and  clothes,  don't  you  try;  keep  your 
children  in  the  shop  or  factory  ten  or 
fourteen  hours  a  day.  They  won't 
need  anything  but  work  and  a  board 
to  sleep  on. 

Don't  buy  anything  with  the  union 
label  on  it 

Don't  buy  anything  but  what  is 
made  by  convict  labor. 

If  you  have  any  money  left  over 
after  paying  for  the  privilege  of  work- 
ing, spend  it  for  sweatshop  goods. 

Don't  antagonize  the  man  who  pre- 
fers to  hire  infants  to  men  of  family. 

Don't  take  issue  with  the  man  who 
occupies  the  prominent  corner  in  the 
"amen  comer." 

Don't  have  any  opinion  of  your  own; 
always  find  out  what  you  shall  think 
by  asking  the  proprietor  or  forranan. 

Don't  be  afraid  of  working  three  or 
four  hours  overtime;  the  boss  will  ap- 
preciate it  and  your  wife  and  children 
will  be  glad  that  you  are  working  for 
your  health. 

Don't  pay  more  than  69c  for  a  pair 
of  shoes. 

Don't  carry  around  the  idea  that 
you  are  entitled  to  wear  something 
else  besides  a  denim  suit  of  clothes — 
overalls  should  be  a  luxury. 

Forget  that  you  live  under  the  flag 
of  the  free  and  brave.  Imagine,  if 
you  can,  that  you  are  a  "nit,"  and  you 
will  have  no  difficulty  in  convincing 
even  your  best  friend  and  worst  enemy 
that  you  have  no  excuse  for  living, 
and  much  less  any  excuse  for  exercis- 
ing the  voting  privilege.— W.  /.  Bohr, 
in  Cincinnati  Chronicle, 


Six  hundred  thousand  women  in  this 
country  forced  through  poverty  to  bar- 
ter their  honor  for  a  crust  of  bread 
and  we  call  ourselves  civilized. 


Political  Philosopher. — If  you  want 
something,  and  ask  for  it.  and  don't 
get  it,  jrou  throw  your  voice  away. 
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WATCH  THIS  PELLOW. 

J.  H.  Clark,  president  of  Liod^e  No. 
70,  writes  the  Joubnal  asking  that  the 
following  facts  be  published  concern- 
ing one  Daniel  B.  Haley,  an  ex-member 
of  Lodge  No.  125,  Beaumont,  Tex. 

Something  over  two  years  ago  Mr. 
Haley  arrived  in  Galveston  and  went 
to  work  on  the  wharf.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  was  stricken  with  rheuma- 
tism. No.  125  was  advised  of  Mr. 
Haley's  condition,  but  refused  to  ad- 
vance anything  for  the  relief  of  Its 
member,  Mr.  Haley.  Lodge  No.  70 
then  stepped  in,  advanced  $100«  and 
sent  Mr.  Haley  to  the  springs,  where 
he  speedily  recovered.  Moreover, 
Lodge  No.  70  also  sent  $20  to  Haley 
while  sojourning  at  the  springs.  After 
returning  to  work  Lodge  No.  70  gave  a 
picnic,  and  a  certain  number  of  tickets 
were  given  to  Haley  to  sell,  for  which 
he  has  never  rendered  an  accounting. 
Moreover,  he  borrowed  $10  from  Bro. 
Fewell  and  $5  from  Bro.  Rogan.  All 
of  these  accounts  Mr.  Haley  has  made 
no  attempt  to  pay. 

All  lodges  should  write  Lodge  No. 
70,  Galveston,  Tex.,  before  considering 
this  fellow's  application  for  reinstate- 
ment For  further  information  write 
J.  H.  Clark,  president  Lodge  No.  70, 
Avenue  H,  Galveston,  Tex. 


riYNN  AND  CANNON  REIN- 
STATED. 

Last  month  we  told  you  of  the  futile 
efforts  of  the  General  Adjustment 
Committee  on  the  Lackawanna  in  ask- 
ing for  the  reinstatement  of  several 
brothers  who  had  been  unjustly  dis- 
missed; and  how  the  company  not 
only  refused  the  demands  of  the  com- 
mittee, but  went  a  step  farther,  and 
dismissed  the  chairman  and  another 
member  for  "pernicious  activity."  We 
told  you  also  that  the  brothers  were 


up  in  arms,  and  there  would  be 
"something  doing"  if  Flynn  and  Can- 
non were  not  put  back  to  work.  Well, 
Flynn  and  Cannon  are  back  on  tlie 
Job,  and  this  to  the  everlasting  credit 
of  our  Scranton  brothers. 


THE  C  P.  R.  R.  STRIKE. 

The  strike  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
has  been  "settled,"  and  from  all  ac- 
counts it  seems  the  men  were  sold  out. 

As  we  go  to  press  a  convention  of 
the  striking  crafts  is  now  in  session 
in  Winnipeg,  being  called  to  invest! 
gate  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  settlement  of  the  strike. 

Some  of  the  "bHght  lighte"  in  this 
strike  were  opposed  to  delving  into 
the  matter  and  simply  (for  the  good 
of  the  cause)  wanted  to  look  to  tho 
future  and  forget  the  past 

Rascals  always  work  in  the  dark 
and  are  ever  afraid  of  the  searchlight 
of  publicity. 

The  brothers  are  to  be  commended 
for  the  step  they  have  taken.  Let  the 
truth  out,  it  matters  not  who  suffers. 


WE  ARC  GOING  UPWARD- 
THIS  JUDGE  PITIES  A  HYENA 

A  hyena  in  a  show  bit  a  woman's 
hand.  The  woman  sued  the  keepers 
of  the  show.  The  Judge  decided  that 
she  had  no  cause  of  action.  Hearing 
the  facts  his  heart  was  touched.  He 
said: 

"I  think  it  cruel  to  look  upon  wild 
animals  shut  up  in  a  cage.  I  shall  dis- 
charge the  complaint.  I  am  sorry  the 
plaintiff  was  injured,  but  my  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  hyena." 

It  is  well  to  know  that  we  have  a 
Judge  whose  sympathies  are  with  the 
hyena  and  with  wild  animals  that  are 
caged  against  their  will.  Some  day 
we  shall  have  Judges  whose  sym- 
pathies will  be  violently  and  effective- 
ly with  women  and  children.     These 
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are  caged  against  their  will  pretty 
often.  Look  into  the  mills  and  mines 
and  factories  if  yon  doubt  it. 

A  hyena  laughing  disconsolately  in 
a  cage  too  narrow  is  a  sad  sight  Let 
us  rejoice  that  we  have  a  judge  to  pity 
that  hyena. 

A  woman  caged  in  a  dark  tenement 
room,  too  narrow;  a  woman  crying 
over  the  body  of  a  child  murdered  by 
consumption  in  one  of  our  civilized 
tenements,  is  also  a  sad  sight  Some 
day  Judges  and  others  will  feel  toward 
that  woman  and  that  child  as  the 
Judge  of  today  feels  for  the  hyena— 
and  that  will  be  very  nice  indeed. 
While  waiting  for  that  better  time>  lefa 
be  glad  that  lue  hyena  gets  sympathy; 
for  he  needs  It  also.— ^eto  York  Eve- 
ning Journal. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS 

We  stated  in  the  September  Journal 
that  at  the  September  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Board  of  Directors  it  was  de- 
cided to  cut  out  everything  bearing  on 
politics.  It  seems  many  of  our  con- 
tributors failed  to  notice  that  decision, 
for  there  are  quite  a  number  of  letters 
that  have  been  refused  space  on  ac- 
count of  their  political  nature. 

The  editor  takes  this  means  of  Ir 
ting  those  brothers  know  why  their 
letters  do  not  appear,  as  he  has  not 
the  time  to  write  each  one  individ- 
ually. So  please  refrain  from  political 
discussion  in  future  contributions. 


Fido  wears  a  $2,000  collar,  has  a 
maid  to  take  care  of  him  and  see  that 
he  gets  his  daily  bath,  while  children 
a  few  blocks  away  are  dying  from  lack 
of  nourishment,  and  countless  thous- 
ands go  to  school  hungry,  and  this  in 
a  civilized  country. 


CONNORS  ORGANIZES 
ANOTHER. 

On  October  18«  James  B.  Connors, 
second  vice-president,  succeeded  in  in- 
stituting a  lodge  in  Galesburg,  111., 
which  gives  every  promise  of  becoming 
a  good  strong  lodge  in  the  very  near 
vfuture. 

This  lodge  will  be  hailed  and  known 
as  Knox  Lodge  No.  164. 

We  wish  our  new  brothers  in  Qales- 
burg  success  and  hope  they  will  be- 
come a  mighty  force  for  good  in  our 
union. 


Five  millions  of  men  who  have  not 
even  an  empty  dinner  pail. 


Letter  from  First  Vice-President 
Heberling. 

BoiTOB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The'  wave  of  prosperity  we  read 
abdut  in  the  papers  is  only  dust 
thrown  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  The 
trusts  are  the  only  ones  that  are  pros- 
perous. I  see  thousands  of  American 
citizens  out  of  employment  I  see 
Greeks,  Japs  and  other  cheap  labor  em- 
ployed by  the  corporations,  regardless 
of  their  efficiency.  The  tendency  is  to 
lower  the  standard  of  wages  in  this 
country,  reduce  the  standard  of  Ameri- 
can manhood  and  the  mode  of  living 
to  the  level  of  existence  found  in 
southern  Burope  and  in  Asiatic  coun- 
tries. It  behooves  every  man  that  does 
honest  labor  to  solidly  organize  and 
stand  solidly  for  the  protection  of  his 
home,  and  fight  as  a  unit  for  justice 
and  try  and  regain  the  right  promised 
him  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  If  in  November  you  have  beeu 
coerced  into  voting  for  the  interests 
that  crush  you,  it  means  more  suffer- 
ing for  you  till  you  rise  in  your  might 
and  regain  the  liberties  wrested  from 
you.  I  advise  every  man  that  has 
emplojrment  to  retrench  in  his  expen- 
ses. Millions  idle,  many  thousands  of 
school  children  hungry  and  millions 
of  bushels  of  wheat  shipped  to  foreign 
markets.  This  distress  is  unchristian, 
inhumane,  and  is  a  shame  to  a  civil- 
ized country.  We  read  of  the  famines 
in  India  and  China.  If  the  producers 
of  the  wealth  of  this  country  uphold 
the  system  long  enough,  it  is  only  a 
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quesUoii  of  time  until  we  will  have 
similar  conditions  in  this  country.  La- 
bor must  see  to  it  that  it  has  repre- 
sentation in  the  making  of  laws,  and 
in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  A  trades 
union  is  an  organization  of  some  trade 
or  craft  to  benefit  the  members  of  that 
union  by  getting  shorter  hours,  better 
wages,  care  for  the  sick  and  injured, 
and  other  beneficent  features.  This 
has  been  obtained  by  conference, 
threat  of  strikes  and  strikes.  The  in- 
junction was  inyented,  ordering  you 
not  even  to  speak  to  a  scab  under  pen- 
alty of  using  the  judicial  arm  as  well 
as  the  military  arm  of  the  government 
to  coerce  and  imprison  you.  It  is 
yery  necessary  for  all  organized  labor 
to  get  into  politics  as  well  as  all  men 
that  labor.  As  this  journal  is  a  trades 
union  journal  and  not  committed  to 
any  political  party,  I  hope  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  imposing  on  those  that 
may  think  that  those  who  labor  should 
leave  politics  to  politicians  and  the  la- 
borer to  do  this  world's  drudgery. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  E.  Heberlino. 


Letter  from  Second  Vice-Presi- 
Connors. 

Rock  Island,  111.,  Oct  10,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Labor  Day  was  made  a  legal  holi- 
day because  organized  labor  brought 
pressure  to  bear  upon  Congress  that 
those  who  toil  and  produce  the  wealth 
of  this  great  nation  were  worthy  to 
have  a  day  especially  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  themselves  that  con- 
cern those  who  earn  their  bread  in 
the  sweat  of  their  face.  Labor  Day  is 
the  one  day  in  the  year  to  which  or- 
ganized labor  and  its  friends  should 
look  forward  to  with  pride  in  antici- 
pation of  the  enjoyment  and  pleasure 
they  find  in  meeting  their  fellow- 
workers,  for  the  good  that  comes  from 
that  day  is  directly  attributed  to 
united  effort  It  is  a  day  incepted  by 
unionism  and  was  made  permanent  as 
a  holiday  by  the  efforts  of  that  insti- 
tution. All  those  who  labor  have 
profited  by  Labor  Day,  and  its  magni- 
tude should  inspire  those  on  the  out- 
side to  come  within  the  fold  of  the 
trades  union  movement  and  join  the 
union  of  their  craft  It  should  more 
clearly  demonstrate  the   necessity   of 


united  action  in  making  the  injury  to 
one  the  concern  of  all.  It  also  associ- 
ates with  the  employer  a  renewed  idea 
of  the  importance  of  the  institution 
which  has  come  to  protect  the  work- 
ingman  in  having  something  to  say  as 
to  the  conditions  under  which  he  most 
toil  and  as  to  what  his  relation  shall 
be  to  society. 

Labor  Day  is  a  day  set  apart  for  the 
purpose  of  celebrating  in  a  befitting 
manner  the  achievements  of  organlxed 
labor,  for  had  there  been  no  labor  or- 
ganizations there  would  be  no  Labor 
Day.  It  therefore  serves  as  a  beacon 
light  to  the  servile  slave  who  is  unor- 
ganized and  inspires  hope  in  his  heart 
and  each  succeeding  year  serves  to  in- 
crease his  hopes  and  inspiration  thac 
some  day  the  shackles  that  are  hold- 
ing him  will  be  cast  aside  that  he  may 
be  free. 

It  is  said  that  trades  unions  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  Solo- 
mon's Temple.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it 
is  true  that  trades  unions  flourished  so 
long  ago  that  no  trace  of  their  origin 
can  be  followed  with  any  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. The  skilled  and  unskilled 
workers  were  banded  together  in 
guilds,  leagues  and  unions.  In  those 
days  everything  in  the  way  of  organ- 
izing had  to  be  done  in  secrecy  and  on 
many  occasions  attempts  were  made  to 
secure  freedom  from  bondage,  but 
each  time  the  plans  were  frustrated 
through  the  treachery  of  some  mem- 
ber or  members  who  cared  more  for 
a  smile  from  the  master  than  the  bene- 
fits which  would  follow  freedom  and 
independence,  and  today  we  have  the 
same  conditions  to  overcome,  the  same 
traitors  are  in  the  ranks,  the  same 
Judases  to  betray  the  workers  into  the 
hands  of  the  masters.  But  in  spite  of 
those  obstacles  labor  is  marching 
steadily  onward  to  success.  Our  lead- 
ers who  are  honestly  striving  for  the 
good  of  the  member  who  pays  dues 
and  for  the  success  of  the  movement 
should  be  given  every  encouragement 
But  those  leaders  who  are  found  in 
the  meetings  of  the  stockholders  or  in- 
vestors of  railroad  stocks  should  be 
watched.  If  they  are  stockholders  or 
investors  in  railroad  stocks  they 
should  not  be  leaders  of  labor  organi- 
zations. 

Labor  Day  in  Chicago  for  1908  was 
solemnized  in  a  fitting  manner  and 
will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who 
took  part  In  its  functions,  but  out  of 
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the  thousands  of  switchmen  in  Chi- 
cago they  were  not  represented,  which 
goes  to  show  the  lack  of  proper  or- 
ganization. In  South  Chicago  the 
members  of  No.  17  made  a  very  credit- 
able showing  and  had  a  prominent 
position  in  the  line  of  march. 

If  switchmen  would  only  realize  the 
helpless  condition  they  are  in  today 
they  would  surely  organize  for  protec- 
tion. They  are  divided  and  conse- 
quently they  are  being  tossed  about 
like  a  ship  at  sea  without  a  rudder. 
Tou  will  find  in  many  places  switch- 
men going  home  and  road  crews  com- 
ing into  the  yards  and  taking  the  jobs 
that  switchmen  should  have.  Still 
switchmen  pay  dues  to  be  discrimi- 
nated against  by  their  brothers. 

I  contend  that  work  trains  and  the 
like  operated  inside  of  yard  limits 
should  be  assigned  to  yard  crews,  and 
if  all  switchmen  were  paying  dues 
into  the  Switchmen's  Union  this 
would  be  the  rule.  Switchmen  are 
never  promoted  from  the  yard  to  the 
road;  then  why  should  road  men  be 
allowed  to  come  into  the  yards  and 
take  the  Jobs  of  the  switchmen? 
Simply  because  road  men  make  sched- 
ules for  yard  men,  and  switchmen 
have  no  voice  in  the  arrangement. 
But  some  day  the  switchmen  will 
wake  up  and  when  they  do  they  will 
join  their  own  organization  and  legis- 
late for  themselves  through  their  own 
committees.  They  will  then  be  able 
to  protect  themselves  against  the  en- 
croachments of  outsiders.  Road  men 
will  stay  on  the  road  and  the  switch- 
men will  look  after  the  yards.  When 
that  day  comes  switchmen  can  then 
take  their  place  alongside  of  other 
trades  unionists  in  the  Labor  Day 
demonstrations  and  be  looked  upon  as 
a  spoke  in  the  wheel  of  progress. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Jas.  B.  Connobs. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harshbarger. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  25,  1908. 
EorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Necessity  is  the  force  back  of  the 
things  for  which  we  strive  and  strug- 
gle. Wage  earners  long  since  found 
it  necessary  to  cement  the  small 
mites  represented  in  the  individual 
for  the  care  and  protection  of  their 
Interests  in  common.    All  of  us  have 


shared  in  the  benefits  thus  obtained. 
The  unorganized  trades,  yet  to  a 
greater  degree  the  non-union  man  of 
the  organized  trade  have  reaped  of  the 
great  good  realized  from  time  to  tim^ 
through  the  ceaseless  and  untiring  ef- 
forts for  betterment  of  conditions  by 
the  organized.  The  unionizing  of  those 
that  cultivate  the  fields,  that  produce, 
mold  and  finish  the  things  substantial, 
that  ply  their  labors  on  the  great  lakes 
or  the  briny  deep,  that  transport  by 
rail  the  world's  commerce,  has  been  a 
stupendous,  gigantic  task.  But  no  mat- 
ted what  its  opposition,  no  matter 
what  its  trials  and  persecutions,  IJio 
future  will  record  its  victory  and  tri- 
umph over  all.  Step  by  step,  day  by 
day  the  union  movement  has  gone  on 
and  upward.  With  but  a  few  in  the 
beginning  who  dared  ally  themselves 
with  the  union  movement  and  declare 
for  a  decent  wage  and  a  shorter  work 
day,  its  forces  have  been  augmented 
from  year  to  year  and  now  we  find 
millions  enrolled  under  its  banner,  true 
and  loyal  to  its  principles.  The  Parrys, 
Posts  and  Van  Cleaves  may  herald  the 
inefTectualness  of  organized  labor's 
power  in  the  one  breath,  thunder  and 
storm  at  the  unjust,  outrageous  plying 
of  Its  powers  in  the  next;  they  may 
threaten  vengeance  upon  every  moth 
er's  son  who  stands  loyally  by  the 
trade  union  movement  in  its  unrelent- 
ing fight  for  the  uplifting  and  better 
ment  of  the  moral  and  social  condi- 
tions of  those  wha  earn  their  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow.  But  labor 
will  move  on  in  the  «ause  of  right  and 
justice  until  even  they,  in  some  future 
day,  will  be  found  proclaiming  some 
of  the  good  things  for  which  labor 
has  stood  and  acknowledge  some  of  the 
ills  burdened  upon  the  toiling  masses 
of  this  country,  for  which  they  have 
stood  sponsor. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

D.  A.  Habshbargeb. 


W.  G.  Lee  will  succeed  P.  H.  Mor- 
rissey  as  grand  master  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railroad  Trainmen,  Jan.  1. 
1909.  according  to  the  Cleveland  Plain- 
dealer. 


Better  to  live  in  a  log  cabin  with 
roses  twining  over  your  door  than  to 
reside  in  a  palace  with  no  contentment 
in  your  heart. 
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Detectives  In  Trade  Unions. 

Encouraged,  doubtless,  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Manufacturers'  Information 
Bureau  and  the  Corporations'  Auxili- 
ary In  grafting  on  the  business  ele- 
ment of  the  country,  the  Joy  Detective 
Service  of  Cleveland  has  been  sending 
out  "confidential"  circular  letters,  in 
which  a  strong  bid  is  made  for  patron- 
age. 

The  frank,  cold-blooded  manner  in 
which  this  Joy  bunch  of  grafters  talk 
about  furnishing  thugs,  spies  and 
scabs  to  smash  strikes  and  disrupt  or- 
ganizations is  somewhat  astonishing. 
There  is  probably  no  country  in  the 
world— not  even  Russia— in  which 
such  brazenness  would  be  tolerated  b> 
public  opinion  as  is  revealed  by  the 
greedy  vultures  who  operate  these 
spying  agencies  and  rat  incubators. 

When  reading  such  appeals  for  dirty 
business  as  follows,  one  is  compelled 
to  marvel  and  wonder  how  much  lower 
human  beings  can  sink.  The  world 
has  always  cursed  a  Judas,  but  it  ap- 
pears that  the  thug  agencies  and  their 
patrons  are  preparing  to  sanctify  the 
treason  of  Judas  and  place  a  halo  of 
glory  upon  the  head  of  every  degener- 
ate who  is  willing  to  prostitute  what- 
ever little  manhood  he  may  have  had 
for  a  few  crime-tainted  dollars. 

Let  honest  men  read  the  following 
and  ask  themselves  whether  there  are 
any  deeper  depths  of  degradation  into 
which  lost  manhood  can  sink: 

"This  service  makes  a  specialty  of 
handling  labor  troubles,  either  existing 
or  contemplated. 

"We  break  strikes  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  or  Canada,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  submit  a  list  of  references 
from  manufacturers  and  others  who 
have  employed  us  during  the  past  five 
years. 

"We  have  In  our  employ  experienced 
guards  for  the  protection  of  life  and 
property  during  strikes  and  lockouts. 
These  men  are  all  over  six  feet  in 
height,  and  selected  for  their  ability 
to  handle  this  class  of  work.  All  have 
seen  strike  service,  many  hold  state 
and  city  commissions,  and  should  not 
be  confounded  with  guards  furnished 
by  our  imitators  and  recruited  from 
slums  of  the  cities. 

"We  furnish  secret  operatives  of  all 
trades,  union  or  non-union,  for  work 
in  mill,  mine,  factory,  store^  eta,  for 


the  purpose  of  securing  inside  infor- 
mation. 

"Is  your  shop  being  unionized? 

"Is  your  output  being  restricted? 

"Is  the  union  running  your  shop? 

"Is  mateHal  being  wasted  or  stolen? 

"Have  you  a  'shop  committee,'  and 
who  are  they? 

"Do  your  foremen  show  favoritism? 

"Are  you  losing  castings  in  your 
foundry? 

"Do  you  care  to  know  what  is  being 
done  at  union  meetings? 

"Let  us  place  a  mechanic  operative 
with  you  and  find  out 

"In  handling  strikes  we  take  entire 
charge  of  the  same,  furnish  necessary 
guards  to  protect  men  while  at  work, 
or  escort  them  to  and  from  work  if 
boarding  outside. 

"We  employ,  transport  and  deliver 
non-union  men  to  fill  up  affected 
plants. 

"We  charge  no  premium  on  such  me- 
chanics, but  employ  them  at  price  per 
day  you  wish  to  pay  them,  charging 
only  for  actual  time  agent  may  be  en- 
gaged in  securing  them. 

"Men  employed  by  us  will  be  taken 
to  affected  plant  by  our  gruards  and 
safely  delivered  and  strikers  not  per- 
mitted to  molest  them. 

"We  have  found  from  experience 
that  strikes  are  broken  quickest  where 
men  are  boarded  inside  or  adjacent  to 
affected  plant,  and  we  are  prepared  to 
fit  up  and  maintain  temporary  board- 
ing quarters,  furnishing  colored  cooks, 
waiters,  etc.  Our  captains  are  thor- 
oughly competent  to  handle  such 
boarding  quarters,  making  same  prac- 
tically self-sustaining.  Sanitary  ar- 
rangements are  carefully  looked  after 
and  nothing  Is  allowed  to  go  to  waste. 

"Secret  men  attend  all  meetings  of 
strikers  and  report  proceedings.  Tills 
service  possesses  the  necessary  equip- 
ment, such  as  Winchester  rifie,  police 
clubs,  cots,  blankets,  etc.,  to  handle  any 
sized  trouble.  We  are  represented  In 
all  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  a  representa- 
tive will  call  on  you  free  of  charge 
upon  request 
"The    Joy    Detective    Sebviob,    Inc 

Cleveland,  O." 
— Max  Hayes,  in  Brick,  Tile  and  Terra 

Cotta  Workers*  Journal. 


Many  a  $300-a-week  actor,  accord- 
ing to  the  press  reports;  gets  $30  real 
money. 
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Reverence. 

Some  time  ago  the  New  York  Even- 
ing Poit  printed  an  editorial  on  "The 
Reign  of  LAwlessness."  It  was  very 
much  approved  of  apparently  by  the 
readers  of  that  paper. 

A  gentlonan  who  signs  himself  "A. 
B.  H."  writes  a  letter  to  express  his 
approval,  and  incidentally  to  say  that 
"the  basic  trouble  with  the  American 
people  of  today  is  that  for  the  past 
five  or  six  years  all  sorts  of  strange 
Influences  and  ideas  entirely  foreign 
to  our  system  of  govemment  have  been 
forced  upon  them,  which  without  doubt 
have  impaired  the  reverence  for  the 
courts  which  in  years  past  they  en- 
Joyed." 

Reverence  for  the  courts!  What  do 
vou  think  of  that? 

The  lack  of  reverence  for  the  courts, 
he  thinks.  Is  due  to  strange  foreign 
influences  and  Ideas.  These  great 
fountains  of  Justice;  these  political  in- 
stitutions almost  divine  in  their 
origin:  these  holy  places  of  the  holy— 
what  a  sacrilege  that  they  should  be 
uD'^^rmined  by  irreverence! 

We  must  revere  courts,  not  Justice. 
We  must  revere  the  church;  not  Jesus. 
We  must  revere  dogma;  not  truth. 
We  must  revere  the  constitution;  not 
liberty.  We  must  revere  Tim  Sulli- 
van and  Hinky  Dink;  not  democracy. 
We  must  revere  Cannon  and  Aldrich; 
not  republicanism.  We  must  revere 
prosperity  and  poverty,  wage-slavery 
and  luxury — ^we  must  revere  everything 
that  IS.  and  turn  our  faces  from  every- 
thing that  OUGHT  TO  BE. 

Reverence!  That  is  a  big,  big  word. 
And  reverence  does  not  come  of  com- 
pulsion. Like  every  other  great  hu- 
man sentiment,  like  love  and  hate,  it 
comes  and  goes  of  its  own  free  will. 

Does  any  one  think  that  strange  for- 
eign influences  and  ideas  undermined 
t]he  reverence  for  kings,  undermined 
the  reverence  for  feudalism,  under- 
mined the  reverence  for  the  Czar, 
undermined  the  reverence  for  mon- 
archy? 

The  heart  of  man  yearns  for  rever- 
ence. There  Is  nothing  in  this  wide 
world  so  needful  to  him.  It  is  food 
and  drink  for  his  soul.  Nothing  but 
the  rudest  shock,  nothing  but  the 
most  violent  betrayal,  nothing  but  the 
vilest  treachery  undermines  man's 
reverence.  Ideas  are  about  as  ineffec- 
tive against  reverence  as  the  lapping 


tide  against  the  rock-ribbed  shores  of 
Connecticut  It  is  lying  and  falsehood 
and  rottenness  and  injustice  that 
create  irreverence. 

If  there  were  Justice  in  the  courU 
do  you  think  that  ideas  would  turn  the 
people  from  revering  the  courts?  Do 
you  suppose  if  there  were  honesty  and 
high  purpose  and  noble  behavior  in  our 
political  life  that  the  people  would 
turn  from  it  in  disgust,  Do  you  sup- 
pose if  our  present  social  order  of- 
fered to  mankind  peace  and  comfort, 
fair  dealing  and  decent  livelihood,  that 
ideas  could  make  the  people  wish  to 
destroy  that  social  order? 

Revere  the  courts?  Did  you  ever  see 
some  shrewd,  icy,  intellectual  lawyer 
rise  to  the  top.  teaching  corporations 
how  to  evade  the  law.  and  how  to  do 
everything  criminal  without  being 
technically  a  criminal?  Did  you  ever 
see  these  fox-like  masters  of  the  legal 
rules  of  the  game  advising  and  cau- 
tioning great  corruptionlsts,  wealthy 
malefactors,  powerful  trust  magnates, 
how  to  break  every  law  and  yet  tech- 
nically escape  breaking  any  law?  And 
then  have  you  seen  these  men  taken  to 
the  capital  of  our  States  or  to  Wash- 
ington to  be  placed  upon  our  supreme 
benches? 

They  are  our  courts;  men  like  our- 
selves; no  different,  no  more  to  be 
revered;  men  as  likely  to  He  and  steal 
and  cheat;  men  as  subservient  to  the 
powerful  and  as  merciless  to  the  weak. 
Our  courts  are  not  divinities.  They 
are  not  scientifically  erected  mechan- 
isms. They  are  simply  human  beings 
who  rule. 

Revere  the  courts?  Nonsense!  We 
win  revere  nothing  short  of  Justice. 

Every  revolt  against  lawlessness  is 
signaled  as  lawlessness.  Every  revolt 
against  irreligion  is  signaled  as  irre- 
ligious. Every  revolt  against  despot- 
ism is  signaled  as  despotism.  Every 
revolt  against  falsehood  is  signaled  a 
falsehood. 

But  It  has  availed  nothing  in  the 
past  and  will  avail  nothing  in  the  fu- 
ture. Man's  soul  must  have  reverence. 
His  inner  life  can  no  more  exist  with- 
out reverence  than  his  body  can  exist 
without  food  and  drink. 

But  he  will  not  revere  false  gods, 
nor  injustice,  nor  untruth.  He  must 
have  for  his  reverence  that  which  is 
worthy  of  his  reverence.  And  out  of 
his  own  life  and  energy,  out  of  his  own 
revolt  and  passion,  out  of  his  own  lovr 
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and  sacrifice  and  labor  he  will  create 
that  truth,  that  Justice,  that  social 
order,  to  which  his  soul  may  turn — 
with  reverence. — Robert  Hunter. 


Farmers'  Union. 

There  are  annually  thousands  of 
young  men  leaving  the  farm  to  take 
up  work  in  the  towns  and  cities  where 
there  is  already  an  ample  numA)er  of 
laiborinig  men  to  do  the  work  required 
in  these  cities.  It  is  not  natural  that 
a  young  man  or  young  lady  who  is 
raised  and  educated  on  a  farm  should 
leave  it  and  take  up  some  other  occu- 
pation. Therefore  there  must  be  some 
cause  for  their  action. 

The  education  In  rural  schools  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  cities,  and  the 
young  men  and  women  of  the  farm 
have  as  good  a  general  education  as 
that  enjoyed  by  any  other  class  of 
people.  They  are  endowed  with  rea- 
soning powers  the  same  as  all  other 
persons,  and  they  see  that  under  pres- 
ent existing  conditions  there  is  little 
to  be  gained  by  remaining  on  the  farm. 
It  takes  the  comfbined  energies  of  the 
farmer,  his  wife,  sons  and  daughters 
by  working  early  and  late  to  make  a 
reasonable  living,  and  with  this  they 
are  deprived  of  some  of  the  social 
features  which  persons  working  in  the 
towns  and  cities  enjoy. 

Knowing  that  under  the  present  con- 
ditions they  can  expect  nothing  more, 
they  then  decide  to  leave  the  farm  and 
take  up  some  occupation  in  the  cities 
where  they  can  enjoy  the  social  pleas- 
ures of  their  city  cousins.  In  carry- 
ing out  this  resolution  they  begin  t'^ 
crowd  the  already  overcrowded  cities, 
demanding  employment  that  they  ma^ 
live  and  at  the  same  time  creating  a 
surplus  of  labor  above  that  needed  for 
carrying  on  of  business.  They  do  not 
create  any  more  business  in  the  cities, 
but  oversupply  the  help  needed  to  per- 
form the  labor  of  the  factories,  which 
are  already  established,  and  the  nat- 
ural consequence  is  that  they  by  not 
being  acquainted  with  the  labor  move- 
ment, offer  to  work  for  a  lower  price 
than  that  asked  by  labor  organiza- 
tions, which  have  made  a  study  of 
conditions  in  the  cities  and  know  what 
It  costs  to  live.  Thus  the  union  la- 
borer finds  the  proposition  of  keeping 
his  wages  where  they  belong  a  much 


harder  proposition  than  would  be  the 
case  should  these  young  men  and  wo- 
men remain  on  the  farms  where  they 
have  been  reared.  « 

Not  only  does  this  situation  embar- 
rass the  union  laborer,  but  it  as  well 
works  an  injury  to  the  flarmer. 

It  takes  from  the  farm  the  best  help 
which  a  farmer  can  have,  the  young 
men  and  women  who  have  been  raised 
on  the  farm  and  know  the  work  as  a 
trade. 

To  counteract  this  we  must  find  a 
remedy,  and  I  believe  that  there  is  no 
other  solution  which  wiU  be  of  as  great 
benefit  to  all  union  laborers  as  that 
brought  about  by  the  organization  of 
farmers  and  their  sons  in  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Elquity. 

The  aims  of  the  American  Society  of 
Equity  are  such  that  no  one  can  have 
any  objection  v^o  does  a  legitimate 
business.  All  that  we  as  members  of 
the  American  Society  of  Equity  ask  is 
a  fair,  equitable  price  for  what  we  pro- 
duce as  compared  with  the  amount  of 
labor  and  capital  invested.  To  prove 
that  it  is  essential  that  we  organize  to 
bring  about  this  end,  I  wisfli  to  state 
that  today,  for  instance,  in  the  north- 
west, farms  have  Increased  in  value 
three  times  in  the  last  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years,  the  cost  of  farm  la- 
bor is  more  than  doubled,  the  cost  of 
machinery  and  horses  has  Increased, 
the  cost  of  everything  which  a  farmer 
consumes  has  increased,  yet  the  crop 
produced  per  acre  as  compared  to 
twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ego  has  de- 
creased about  one-half,  but  the  prices 
received  are  about  the  same  as  or  less 
than  those  received  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  years  ago. 

When  looking  this  problem  square  In 
the  face  one  can  readily  see  that  some- 
thing must  be  done  or  farming  will  be- 
come abject  slavery;  but.  on  the  other 
hand,  if  after  the  farmers  become  thor- 
oughly organized  in  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Equity  or  other  farm  organ- 
ization and  figure  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion of  a  crop  on  account  of  labor,  ma- 
chinery and  cost  of  land,  and  set  a 
price  on  this  which  will  pay  them  a 
reasonable  profit  each  year,  you  will 
find  that  the  thuosands  of  young  men 
and  women  who  are  leaving  the  farm 
today  will  remain  there. 

They  wlH  enjoy  the  social  features 
there  the  same  as  they  will  in  the 
towns  and  cities.    They  will  have  their 
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holidays,  their  picnics,  and  this  influx 
of  labor  to  the  cities  from  the  farms 
will  be  stopped,  and  the  surplus  of 
labor  in  the  cities  will  be  eliminated. 
When  this  surplus  of  labor  in  the 
towns  and  cities  is  eliminated,  you 
will  no  doubt  find  that  the  question  of 
securing  a  fair  and  Just  wage  for  your 
labor  will  be  easily  settled  between 
the  laborer  and  the  employer. 

I  am  sincere  when  I  say  that  when 
any  union  laborer  demands  that  the 
products  of  the  farm  which  he  con- 
sumes carry  with  them  the  union  label 
of  the  American  farmers  he  will  be 
helping  our  organization  and  will  be 
helping  himself  to  the  same  extent. 
We  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  so 
strongly  organized  that  we  can  furnish 
to  all  union  laborers  the  products  from 
farms  whose  owners  and  tenants  are 
entitled  to  the  use  of  our  union  label. — 
O.  D.  Pauley,  Secretary-Treasurer 
American  Bociety  of  Eiquity,  in  Amer 
ioan  Federationist. 


Labor's  Black  Hole. 

In  these  days  when  millions  of  men 
are  idle,  we  hear  more  and  more  about 
wages  being  fixed  by  ''oompetition." 

There  is  a  great  movement  going  on 
among  the  great  employers  of  the  land 
to  lower  wages;  and  they  call  the  pro- 
cess "competition." 

When  a  great  crowd  of  men  gathers 
at  the  doors  of  the  machine  shop  or  the 
packing  house  or  the  steel  mill,  asking 
in  vain  for  work,  and  ready,  under  the 
compulsion  of  want,  to  take  anything, 
it  is  called  ''competition  in  the  labor 
market." 

Surajah  Dowlah,  a  Hindoo  prince,  in 
a  war  with  the  English,  put  146  pris- 
oners in  a  room  but  18  feet  square  and 
left  them  there.  The  prisoners  were 
ESnglishmen,  with  the  Englishman's 
sporting  blood  and  manliness  and  love 
of  fair  play,  but  when  the  air  grew 
foul  in  this  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta,  as 
it  is  called,  the  prisoners  began  crowd- 
ing to  the  one  window  at  which  air 
could  be  admitted.  They  began  "com- 
peting." as  idle  laiborers  are  "compet- 
ing" in  the  labor  market  today.  The 
pushing  and  crowding  toward  the  win- 
dow became  a  frenzied  and  beastlike 
fight,  in  which  every  human  considera- 
tion was  lost  sight  of.  They  tore  at 
each  other  with  tooth  and  nail.    Weak 


women  went  down  in  the  press  of 
crazed  human  animals,  and  bootheels 
were  stamped  into  their  faces  as  some 
man  stood  upon  them  to  get  to  the 
little  window.  It  was  the  crowning 
horror  of  those  horrible  wars.  When 
the  morning  dawned,  only  a  score  of 
the  prisoners  were  alive.  The  rest  of 
them  lay  dead,  strangled,  suffocated, 
trampled  down  in  the  "com»petition  of 
the  air  market"  of  the  Black  Hole  of 
Calcutta. 

Anyone  can  see  that  this  was  not 
competition,  but  the  really  Involuntary 
struggles  of  suffocating  men  for  air.  It 
was  no  more  competition  than  the  grip 
of  the  drowning  man  is  competition 
when  he  drags  down  his  would-be  res- 
cuers. 

The  so-caUed  competition  of  the  la- 
bor market  is  as  unfair,  as  spurious, 
as  brutal  as  was  that  of  the  Black 
Hole.  The  employers  have  the  only 
window  at  which  men  can  get  either 
food  or  clothing  or  shelter — the  win- 
dow of  employment  which  they  "give" 
men. 

The  knot  of  the  problem  lies  in 
monopoly  of  opportunity  for  self-em- 
plojrment.  Men  can  not  employ  them- 
selves. Other  men  own  the  opportun- 
ities. Not  the  machinery  and  the  fac- 
tory only.  If  the  face  of  nature,  from 
which  comes  all  employment,  were  not 
monopolized,  men  could  build  their 
own  machines  and  factories  and  oper- 
ate them  co-operatively.  But  the 
planet  on  which  we  live  is  fenced  up 
and  owned.  Our  ancestors  of  only  a 
couple  of  generations  ago  went  into 
the  forest  or  out  on  the  prairie,  when 
work  got  scarce,  and  employed  them- 
selves. And  we  had  no  strikes,  no 
lockouts,  no  labor  troubles.  The  un- 
employed were  drained  off  into  the 
great  sea  of  unfenced  and  unmonop- 
olized  nature.  Men  would  not  work 
for  other  men  except  for  wages  as  high 
as  they  could  make  working  for  them- 
selves. America  was  the  land  of  in- 
dustrial peace,  of  good  wages,  of 
refuge  for  the  oppressed  of  all  lands. 

Until  opportunity  for  self -employ- 
ment is  again  made  free,  there  ie  no 
use  in  talking  about  treating  labor  as 
capital  is  treated.  Laws  must  be  made 
more  favorable  for  labor  than  for  capi- 
tal if  anything  like  a  square  deal  is  to 
prevail.  Would  it  have  been  fair  to 
make  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  men  and  women  in  the  Black 
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Hole  as  for  those  breathing  the  free 
air  outside?  Lawmakers,  writers, 
courts,  must  remember  that  labor  is  in 
the  Black  Hole  of  one-sided  competi- 
tion, and  not  in  the  free  atmosphere  of 
unrestricted  opportunity. — Loa  An- 
geles Record, 


A  Spotter  for  Two  Days. 

How  many  railroad  men  in  the 
transportation  department,  that  is,  con- 
ductors, brakemen,  engineers,  firemen 
and  switchmen,  are  aware  of  the  fact 
that  their  co-worker  may  be  an  em- 
ploye of  a  certain  detective  company 
that  has  offices  in  New  York,  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Denver,  St. 
Paul,  Seattle,  Montreal  and  the  City  of 
Mexico,  and  although  they  do  other 
detective  work,  their  specialty  is  to 
furnish  the  railroad  companies  with 
experienced  men,  that  is,  men  in  their 
service  that  have  had  railroad  experi- 
ence, to  work  under  their  orders. 

For  instance,  you  may  see  an  adver- 
tisement in  a  Chicago  paper  reading: 
"Wanted,  railroad  switchmen,  with 
steam  road  experience.  State  whether 
union  or  not.  Address  C.  150,  care 
Daily  News."  I  answered  such  an  ad. 
Bjbout  two  years  ago,  and  received  an 
answer  as  follows:  "Your  application 
received  for  position    as    switchman. 

Please   call   at   room   No.    ZGl   B 

Bldg."  Signed  X.  Y.  Z.  The  heading 
on  the  paper  read:  EJastern  Instruc- 
tion Company,  Not  Incorporated. 

When  I  called  at  the  room  in  the 
building  I  saw  that  it  had  a  glass  door, 
with  no  business  name  on  it,  only  the 
number,  and  next  to  it  I  read  on  sev- 
eral doors  the  name  of  the  detective 
company,  with  the  names  of  the  differ- 
ent cities  in  which  it  has  offices.  I 
thought  nothing  of  my  answer  to  my 
application  being  connected  with  the 
offices  next  door,  and  when  I  tried  the 
door  to  the  room  at  which  I  was  sup- 
posed to  call,  it  was  locked.  A  man 
about  fifty  years  old  came  to  the  door, 
and  I  told  him  I  was  F.  Adams,  the 
party  that  answered  his  ad.  for  a 
switchman.  He  told  me  to  step  inside, 
and  directed  me  to  a  seat  near  a  desk, 
took  the  answer  to  the  ad.  I  had,  com- 
pared the  number  on  it  to  the  number 
of  my  application,  and  then  commenced 
to  ask  me  about  my  history,  in  regard 
to  my  f&mily,  where  my  home  was,  mv 
age,  where  I  had  worked,  what  I  was 


doing  at  the  present  time,  and  to  what 
railroad  order  I  belonged. 

When  I  had  answered  all  these  ques- 
tions, he  looked  at  my  service  letters. 
He  then  said  he  wanted  a  man  he 
could  trust.  I  •being  broke,  and  want- 
ing a  job,  spoke  up  quickly  and  said 
I  was  honest  and  could  be  trusted.  He 
then  asked  me  if  I  were  working  in  a 
yard,  switching,  and  saw  other  swllch- 
m>en  I  was  working  with  stealing  mer- 
chandise out  of  cars,  and  carrying  it 
home,  would  I  tell  him  the  names  of 
the  parties  if  I  were  in  his  employ,  and 
was  getting  good  pay  for  it.  I  replied, 
"Yes,  sir."  He  then  told  me  he  repre- 
sented the  detective  company  above 
mentioned,  and  that  he  would  put  me 
to  work  at  a  salary  of  $86.00  a  month 
to  start  with,  and  a  raise  in  two 
months;  also  would  allow  me  a  dollar 
a  day  for  board.  I  accepted  the  job, 
and  was  put  in  a  private  booth  to  study 
up  on  how  to  check  up  a  sleeping  car 
conductor,  for  when  I  was  to  go  to  any 
place  to  work  I  was  informed  that  I 
was  to  ride  in  a  sleeper,  (but  had  to 
check  up  the  conductor,  and  take  a  de- 
scription of  all  passengers,  so  if  the 
conductor  claimed  a  mistake,  the  com- 
pany would  have  my  report,  sajrlng 
that  berth  lower  eight  had  a  man  as 
occupant,  with  bald  head,  had  grey 
suit  of  clothes,  and  during  the  night  I 
was  to  ring  the  bell  to  see  if  the  porter 
was  awake,  or  not,  and  to  report 
whether  the  conductor  had  his  coat 
buttoned,  and  was,  or  was  not,  neat  in 
appearance. 

After  I  had  read  over  the  instruc- 
tions, I  informed  the  agent  that  I  un- 
derstood the  sleeping  car  checking.  He 
then  advised  me  what  I  should  do  after 
I  reached  a  division  point,  or  yard,  in 
which  I  was  to  work.  I  was  to  go  to 
the  place  and  apply  for  work  the  same 
as  any  other  man  out  of  employment, 
and  when  I  got  the  job  I  was  to  make 
a  report  to  the  closest  office  of  the 
agency,  and  that  the  yardmaster, 
trainmaster,  superintendent  or  general 
manager  would  not  know  of  my  busi- 
ness, and  that  I  should  only  use  an 
initial  in  signing  my  reports,  so  that 
in  case  they  were  lost  I  would  not  be 
exposed,  and  that  I  was  no  spotter  but 
an  operative  of  the  detective  company, 
and  that  I  should  attend  to  lodge  and. 
of  course,  the  detective  company  didn't 
care  to  know  any  lodge  secrets,  but 
they  would  like  to  know  who  was  the 
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biggest  kicker  working,  when  there 
was  any  dissatisfaction  over  working 
hours,  when  the  men  were  going  to 
ask  for  a  raise  in  pay,  and  anything 
else  of  interest,  so  that  the  general 
manager  was  to  get  my  report  of  the 
meeting  as  soon  as  I  sent  it  In  to  the 
agency,  as  they  sent  all  reports  direct 
to  the  general  manager. 

I  was  informed  that  I  was  to  go  up 
on  a  northern  road,  apply  for  work, 
and  hang  around  until  I  did  get  placed, 
and  that  I  would  be  allowed  $6.00  a 
week  for  sundries,  such  as  cigars, 
drinks,  etc.,  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
boys  working  in  the  C.  P.  R.  yard;  that 
they  had  a  man  up  there  who  was 
wearing  good  clothes,  had  lots  of 
money  to  spend,  and  that  quite  a  bit 
of  whiskey  of  the  Canadian  Club 
brand  was  being  stolen,  and  that  the 
bar  of  the  hotel  where  this  fellow 
stopped  had  a  stock  of  Canadian  Club 
that  was  received  from  some  other 
than  a  wholesale  house,  and  tliat  the 
railroad  detectives  could  not  catch  any 
one  in  the  act,  although  the  seals 
would  be  broken  on  the  cars. 

I  was  also  informed  that  I  should 
make  a  true  report  of  everything  after 
I  got  to  work  there,  cultivate  this  sus^ 
peoted  party's  acquaintance,  and  stop 
at  the  same  hoted  he  was  and,  albove 
all  things,  make  a  showing  because  if 
I  did  not  the  detective  company  would 
Idfee  the  C.  P.  R.  business,  as  a  party, 
or  operative,  in  its  service  was  up 
there,  got  to  work  and  was  making 
good  progress  when  he  got  drunk,  and 
told  who  he  was,  and  I  was  to  look 
over  the  reports  he  made  and  take  a 
copy  of  other  men  working  for  the  C. 
P.  R.,  who  were  boozers,  agitators,  etc. 
In  the  meantime,  I  was  put  in  an- 
other booth  to  study  up  and  read  the 
reports  of  how  other  operatives  made 
their  reports.  I  read  one  from  Par- 
sons, Kans.,  another  from  Danville. 
111.,  another  from  LAfayette,  Ind.,  and 
others  from  a  hundred  other  places: 
some  from  brotherhood  firemen,  others 
from  engineers,  stating  that  engineer 
so-and-so  was  lying  down  and  stalling 
on  hills  where  he  could  take  train  and 
tonnage  over  If  he  wanted  to;  others 
from  brakemen,  saying  that  conductor 
B —  slept  half  way  over  the  road,  and 
nearly  ran  an  order  board,  only  brake- 
man  "operative"  called  his  attention  to 
it,  and  there  were  others  too  numerous 
to  mention. 


Railroad  men  wonder  why  it  is  that 
railroad  companies  know  of  every- 
thing. For  instance,  the  conductors 
and  brakemen  wanted  a  raise  of  15  to 
25  per  cent.,  and  the  companies  oftered 
a  10  per  cent.. raise  before  the  15  to 
25  per  cent,  was  asked  for.  In  other 
words,  the  companies  offered  hush 
money,  and  I  learned  while  in  the 
booth  at  the  detective  company's  office 
that  they  have  several  operatives  in 
service  on  railroads  that  are  officers  in 
different  railroad  orders,  and  they  have 
about  seven  hundred  men  in  their  em- 
ploy who  are  in  railroad  service. 

After  thinking  it  over  the  next  day 
when  I  was  to  go  north.  I  Informed  the 
agent  that  I  was  sick  and  did  not  care 
to  leave  Chicago,  so  he  paid  me  for 
two  days  and  I  went  to  work  on  the 
square,  not  as  an  operative  for  the  de- 
tective company. — A  Switchman,  in 
The  Railroad  Trainman, 


A  Comparison  of  Union  and  Non- 
Union  Conditions. 

In  every  case  where  the  coopers  are 
maintaining  their  organization,  they 
are  at  least  holding  their  own  in  the 
matter  of  hours  and  wages,  and  when 
the  time  becomes  opportune,  further 
improvements  are  being  gained.  In 
nine  out  of  ten  cases  where  the  men 
forsake  the  union,  not  only  do  they 
fail  to  hold  their  own,  but  directly  and 
indirectly  they  suffer  wage  reductions, 
and  their  lot  in  life  is  made  harder. 
In  view  of  this  fact  it  is  surprising 
that  there  should  be  any  who  are  care- 
less a/bout  their  membership  in  their 
union,  and  still  more  surprising  that 
there  should  be  men  who  dispute  the 
wisdom  of  organization.  The  differ- 
ence shown  by  the  wages  and  hours  in 
the  North  where  the  union  prevails 
and  in  the  Southeast  where  unionism 
has  never  gained  a  foothold  ought  to 
be  sufficient  to  make  an  enthueiastic 
union  man  of  every  worker  who  pos- 
sesses  the  intelligence  to  think  at  all. 
Think  of  the  difference  between  $4.00 
a  day  under  humane  conditions  for 
eight  hours'  work  in  Boston,  Mass., 
and  $1.15  for  eleven  and  twelve  hours 
under  slave-like  conditions  in  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina.  These  are  condi- 
tions actually  existing  at  these  points 
in  our  trade,  and  it  is  due  wholly  to 
the  fact  that  organization    has    pre- 
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yafled  in  the  one  section  of  country 
for  many  years  [Mat,  while  it  has  not 
prevailed  at  all  in  the  other.  This 
one  comparison  ought  to  ibe  and  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  any  and  all  argu- 
ments against  the  union.  ISiven  good 
union  men  professing  to  understand 
fully  the  benefits  of  organization  in- 
variably set  their  estimate  of  the  value 
of  the  union  too  low.  Few  union  men, 
indeed,  are  cognizant  of  what  labor 
owes  to  organization.  A  non-union 
man  working  perhape  in  the  same  shop 
with  you  and  receiving  the  same  wages 
you  do,  causes  one  to  under-estimate 
the  value  of  the  union;  but  when  one 
stops  to  think  that  the  wages  of  both 
himself  and  the  non-unionist  are  the 
result  of  general  conditions  produced 
by  years  and  years  of  organized  effort 
in  many  different  trades  and  callings, 
and  thinks  of  what  they  would  have 
been  if  none  of  these  trades  or  callings 
had  been  organized  at  all,  he  begins  to 
get  a  right  conception  of  the  value  of 
organization.  Now,  we  say  that  |1.15 
per  day  tor  eleven  and  twelve  hours  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  other  southeast- 
ern points  is  a  miserably  low  wage, 
and  it  is,  but,  the  wages  at  these  points 
would  be  still  lower  were  it  not  for 
organization  in  other  sections,  or  had 
there  been  no  organization  at  all  in 
this  country.  The  wage  standard  set 
by  organization  in  other  sections  keeps 
men  away  from  these  southeastern 
points,  thereby  preventing  an  over- 
crowding of  the  labor  market  which 
would  undoubtedly  further  reduce  the 
wages.  We  wish  that  it  were  possible 
to  ibring  every  cooper  in  the  country  to 
a  full  realization  of  the  importance  of 
trade  union  organization.  When  the 
time  comes  that  this  thing  is  univer- 
sally understood,  the  working  condi- 
tions of  the  coopers  will  be  a  hundred 
per  cent  better  than  now. — Coopers* 
International  Journal, 


Honor  of  Labor. 

Two  men  I  honor.  First,  the  toil- 
worn  craftsman,  that  with  earth-made 
implement  laboriously  conquers  the 
earth  and  makes  it  man's.  Vener- 
able to  me  is  the  hand,  hard  and 
coarse,  wherein^  notwithstanding,  lies 
a  cunning  virtue,  indefeasiblei,  royal, 
as  of  this  planet.  Venerable,  too,  is 
the  rugged  face,  all  tanoed,  besoiled 
with  rude  intelligence;    for  it  is  the 


face  of  a  man  living  manlike.  Oh; 
but  the  more  venerable  for  thy  rude- 
ness, and  ever  because  we  muat  irity 
as  well  as  love  thee. 

Hardly  entreated  brother!  For  us 
thy  back  so  bent,  for  us  were  thy 
straight  limbs  and  fingers  so  de- 
formed; thou  wert  our  conscript  on 
whom  the  lot  fell,  and  fighting  our 
battles  wert  so  marred.  For  in.  thee, 
too,  lay  a  €k>d-created  form,  but  it  was 
not  unfolded;  encrusted  must  it  stand 
with  the  thick  adhesions  and  deface- 
ments of  labor;  and  thy  bod^»  like 
thy  soul,  was  not  to  know  freedouL 
Yet,  toil  on;  thou  art  in  the  duty,  be 
out  of  it  who  may;  thou  toiled  for 
the  altogether  indispensable  daily 
bread. 

A  second  man,  I  honor,  and  still 
more  highly,  him  who  is  seen  toiling 
for  the  spiritually  indispensable — not 
daily  bread,  but  the  bread  of  life.  Is 
not  he,  too,  in  his  duty;  endeavoriner 
toward  inward  harmony;  revealing 
this  by  act  or  by  word,  through  all 
his  outward  endeavors,  be  they  hig^ 
or  low?  Highest  of  all  when  his  out- 
ward and  his  inward  endeavors  are 
one;  when  he  can  name  him  artist; 
not  earthly  craftsman  only,  but  in- 
spired thinker,  who  with  heaven-made 
instrument  conquers  heaven  for  us! 
If  the  poor  and  humble  toil  that  we 
may  have  food,  must  not  the  hi^  and 
glorious  toil  for  him  in  return,  tha^he 
may  have  light,  guidance,  freedom, 
immortality?  These,  too,  in  all  their 
degrees,  I  honor;  all  else  is  chaff  and 
dust,  whicfh  let  the  wind  blow  whither 
it  listeth. — Thomas  Carlisle. 


Five  million  Jobless  men  in  this 
country,  begging  for  an  opportunity  to 
apply  their  labor  to  nature's  resources, 
that  they  may  create  food,  shelter 
and  clothing  for  themselves  and  flmi- 
ishing  offspring,  and  this  is  civiliza- 
tion. 


Two  millions  of  little  children  in  the 
mines,  mills  and  factories,  their  little 
lives  being  coined  into  dollars  that  the 
idle  rich  may  give  dog  parties  and 
monkey  dinners,  and  this  you  call  civ- 
ilization. 


You  are  not  bound  to  hit  your 
mark;  you  are  bound  to  take  a  high 
aim. 
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Blue  Island,  ill. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

With  deep  regret  I  inform  the  broth- 
ers all  over  this  country  of  the  loss 
of  one  of  our  brothers,  George  T.  Bar- 
nett,  who  died  in  Waco,  Tex.,  Sunday, 
Oct.  11th.  Bro.  Barnett  was  a  dele- 
gate at  our  last  convention  and  the 
Indianapolis  convention,  also  at  the 
S.  M.  A.  A.  convention.  All  who  knew 
him  loved  him.  Words  can't  express 
the  feeling  the  switchmen  had  for  him. 
The  writer  worked  with  Bro.  Barnett 
in  different  places  for  years  and  in  all 
that  time  I  truthfully  can  say,  I  never 
saw  him  angry,  and  no  man  who  ever 
asked  him  to  do  a  favor  was  ever 
turned  down.  He  leaves  a  father, 
mother,  brother  and  sister  living  in 
Decatur,  111.,  where  the  remains  were 
brought  for  burial  on  Oct  15th.  Be- 
sides these  relatives  he  leaves  a  wife 
and  daughter,  and  two  loyal  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  sons,  Charles  and  Edgar.  Bros. 
A.  J.  Garrett  and  J.  R.  Jones  of  Waco 
accompanied  the  remains  to  Decatur, 
and  tue  way  the  switchmen  of  Decatur 
received  those  brothers  will  be  remem- 
bered for  many  days,  the  switchmen 
turning  out  to  a  man;  many  thanks 
to  general  yardmaster  J.  L.  Gogert> 
of  the  Wabash  for  his  kindness  in 
letting  the  men  off.  Those  who  acted 
as  pall-bearers  were  Bros.  C.  Kelso,  C. 
Chandler  and  James  Ryan  of  the  S. 
U.;  W.  L.  Montgomery,  W.  Rives  and 
W.  Bridwell  of  the  B.  of  R.  T.  Both 
lodges  took  part  in  the  funeral.  Bro. 
Barnett  was  a  member  of  the  Wood- 
men also  and  carried  |1,000  insurance. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  night 
yardmaster  under  J.  B.  King  of  the 
Cotton  Belt,  who  is  known  to  be  a 
friend  of  all  S.  U.  men.  As  I  am  sure 
there  will  be  more  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
Bro.   Barnett   in  the  Journal,    I   will 


say,  in  conclusion,  may  his  soul  rest 
in  peace. 

On  Nov.  26th  our  annual  dance  takes 
place.  The  committee  in  charge  this 
year  is  composed  of  some  of  the  best 
men  we  have  in  our  lodge,  and  tha 
result  will  show  with  such  men  as 
Bros.  J.  O.  Neff.  C.  O.  Smith,  McGuire. 
Vinker  and  Fleischer  in  the  harness. 
We  extend  an  invitation  to  our  sister 
lodges  to  spend  thanksgiving  with  us, 
also  our  Grand  Lodge  officers. 

As  business  is  picking  up  all  over 
our  membership  ought  to  pick  up. 
When  a  man  tells  you  he  can't  afford 
it  and  has  a  regular  job,  you  Know 
there  is  something  else  back  of  that  ex- 
cuse, and  if  he  was  like  some  of  those 
poor  suckers  who  have  their  wages  re- 
duced 12.75  or  13.75  without  their  con- 
sent, he  could  not  say  he  could  not 
afford  it.  But  that  is  a  good  thing  to 
make  some  of  those  men  protect  their 
little  ones,  for  I  am  like  Bro.  Walter 
Grant  about  that  question.  When  a 
man  gets  up  and  bucks  and  kicks  the 
Insurance  part  of  our  union,  nine 
times  out  of  ten  such  men,  when  they 
get  killed,  leave  their  families  de- 
pendent on  the  charity  of  others.  1 
have  seen  it  in  several  cases.  And, 
again,  some  men  will  pay  money  out 
time  and  again  in  lodges  of  all  descrip- 
tions and  never  kick,  but  let  the 
Switchmen's  Union  put  only  a  50c 
assessment  on  their  members  and  you 
will  hear  them  holler  as  if  you  were 
going  after  their  gold  teeth.  They 
come  up  to  meeting  only  when  they 
have  something  coming.  A  man  who 
will  take  ball  tickets  out  and  sell 
them  and  not  remit  for  them,  and  still 
has  the  nerve  to  go  among  a  lot  of 
switchmen,  is  a  low  cur,  and  that  is  all 
he  is,  for  he  tries  to  break  up  a  lodge 
that  is  fighting  for  his  interest. 

Agent. 
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Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

On  account  of  the  absence  of  our 
Joubnal  agent,  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
a  few  lines  for  the  next  Joubnal. 

First  I  desire  to  say  that  Lodge  No. 
17  is  doing  fairly  well  in  holding  our 
membership,  as  well  as  can  be  ex- 
pected after  going  through  one  of  the 
hardest  and  most  severe  panics  th^ 
this  country  has  ever  known. 

Business  has  started  to  pick  up  some 
in  this  locality,  and  our  men  who  have 
suffered  on  account  of  this  depression 
are  praying  for  a  resumption  of  the 
old-time  good  business,  which  means 
a  job  for  every  switchmen  that  hap- 
pens to  come  this  way.  Eiven  though 
we  suffered  our  share  of  the  depres- 
sion here,  I  desire  to  say  that  No.  17 
is  going  to  give  their  annual  ball  Nov. 
21st  at  Lincoln  Hall,  Ninety-first 
Street  and  Commercial  Avenue,  South 
Chicago,  111.  The  best  available  music 
has  been  engaged  for  this  occasion  and 
every  effort  is  being  put  forth  to  mak<>. 
this  a  success.  We  cordially  invite 
and  solicit  the  co-operation  of  all 
switchmen  and  their  friends  to  Join 
with  us,  and  let  us  make  this  banner 
reception  and  ball  of  1908. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

T.  H.  Stone. 


Hammond,  Ind. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

As  I  never  saw  a  word  about  No.  67 
in  the  Joubnal,  I  thought  I  would  try 
my  hand. 

There  is  not  much  good  news  to  tell 
and  I  don't  like  to  put  on  a  poor 
mouth,  but  if  the  members  of  the  S. 
U.  of  N.  A.  don't  wake  up  soon  they 
will  finally  awaken  to  find  that  they 
are  like  Rip  Van  Winkle— just  behind 
the  times. 

It  is  true  that  there  has  been  quite 
a  number  of  disheartening  circum- 
stances for  the  switchmen  to  contend 
with.  No.  67,  for  instance,  has  had 
the  special  drawback,  financially,  of 
having  quite  a  large  number  of  sick 
brothers  to  keep  in  good  standing,  also 
we  have  had  the  same  trouble  which 
existed  all  over  the  country,  viz.,  the 
depression  of  business,  brought  about 
by  the  "grand"  system  of  finance  of 
the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of 
the  brave,  or,  to  use  the  revised  ver- 


sion, the  land  of  the  rich  and  the  home 
of  the  slave.  But  a  man  never  knows 
what  is  in  him  till  he  is  up  against 
it,  and  the  time  to  show  what  the  S. 
U.  is  composed  of  is  Just  such  times 
as  the  present 

Brothers,  don't  let  us  lie  down 
under  fire,  for  it  is  easy  to  smile  and 
be  gay  all  the  while  when  the  world 
moves  on  like  a  song,  but  the  man 
worth  while  is  the  man  who  can  smile 
when  everything  goes  dead  wrong.  Let 
us  put  in  the  time  building  up  instead 
of  complaining  about  the  present  and 
telling  of  what  we  used  to  do. 

If  you  want  to  see  the  switchmen 
where  they  belong,  get  busy  and  don't 
spend  all  your  eloquence  telling  of  the 
good  old  times,  but  do  something  tor 
the  good  time  coming.  Did  the  railroad 
companies  make  the  good  times  all  the 
old-timers  tell  of,  or  did  the  men  in 
the  ranks  show  they  were  men  of  ac- 
tion? No,  brothers,  the  capitalistic 
class  is  no  worse  today  than  it  wa3 
twenty  years  ago,  only  inasmach  as 
we  let  it  get  more  control  of  the  situa- 
tion by  our  own  inaction. 

Business  is  picking  up  here  and  if 
any  of  the  S.  U.  boomers  looking  for 
an  office  drop  in,  we  will  give  them 
the  best  we  have,  and  can  line  up  a 
few  now  and  then  on  the  Indiana  Har- 
bor Belt 

Drop  In  and  see  us  anyway,  broth- 
ers, when  in  this  neck  of  the  woods, 
and  if  you  don't  get  on  it  will  not  be 
our  fault  and  you  need  not  go  away 
hungry  at  any  rate. 

Well,  I  guess  this  will  be  about  all, 
and  if  this  escapes  the  wastebasket 
and  "doesn't  hurt  the  dog,"  I  will  try 
again. 

Hoping  for  prosperity  and  a  good 
revival  in  the  ranks  of  the  S.  U.,  I  re- 
main.       Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Chas.  H.  Schofield. 


Elkhart,  Ind. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  is  with  a  sad  heart  I  write  yen. 
At  ten  o'clock  Saturday  night,  Oct 
10th,  Bro.  E.  Holderman  was  run  over 
and  instantly  killed. 

He  was  tenderly  laid  to  rest  in 
Shaum  Cemetery  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon. 

On  Sunday  following  the  sad  and 
sudden  end  of  Bro.  Holderman,  death 
claimed  another  of  our  members  for 
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one  of  his  victims,  Bro.  W.  Harper, 
who  passed  away  after  a  long  seige 
of  sickness,  leaving  a  wife  and  sev- 
eral small  children  to  mourn  his 
death. 

Hoping  no  more  bad  luck  will  over- 
take any  more  of  our  members,  I  will 
close,  extending  the  heartfelt  sym- 
pathies of  the  remaining  brothers  of 
Elkhart  Lodge  No.  151. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

JouBNAL  Agent. 


*      Elkhart^  Ind. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

No  doubt  the  brothers  are  wonder- 
ing why  they  do  not  hear  from  Elk- 
hart Lodge  No.  151,  so  I  will  wake  up 
and  get  in  the  game. 

Our  membership  has  not  been  in* 
creasing  as  rapidly  as  we  desire  it 
should,  although  at  present  we  have 
six  or  eight  prospective  members.  If 
we  land  these  I  think  we  can  hook 
some  more. 

Well,  a^  I  worked  last  night  and  am 
all  in  this  a.  m.,  will  pull  the  string 
and  go  to  the  hay. 

Will  close  with  best  wishes  for  the 
S  U.  of  N.  A. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Wag. 


Trusting  the  People. 

It  is  now  almost  a  truism  that  the 
American  people  are  the  most  rigidly 
honest  of  any  nation  on  earth.  A  strik- 
ing demonstration  of  this  fact  was 
offered  the  writer  not  long  since  in  a 
short  talk  with  the  manager  of  one  of 
the  greatest  institutions  of  its  kind  in 
the  world — the  Hartman  Furniture 
and  Carpet  Company,  Chicago,  with  its 
tremendous  chain  of  twenty-two  stores, 
warehouses  and  factories  distributed 
in  different  cities  of  the  country. 

This  company  has  built  up  an  im- 
mense business  simply  by  trusting  the 
people.  Having  an  enormous  cash  capi- 
tal, the  Hartman  Furniture  and  Car 
pet  Company  can  afford  to  carry  a  cus- 
tomer in  their  books  for  many  months, 
and  their  credit  system  is  the  most 
liberal  of  any  house  of  its  kind  in  the 
world. 

The  Hartmans  began  selling  furni- 
ture some  fifty  years  ago.  Their  es- 
tablishment at  that  time  was  small, 
but  they  gradually  increased  in  power 


and  prestige  until  today  their  stores 
are  scattered  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  they  have  customers  in 
every  country  on  the  globe.  All  thia 
was  achieved  by  a  faith  in  the  sterling 
honesty  and  integrity  of  the  American 
people. 

One  of  the  greatest  features  of  the 
Hartman  system  is  their  method  of 
selling  goods  on  credit  by  mail.  They 
were  the  originators  of  this  method  of 
merchandising,  and  do  a  tremendous 
business  yearly  with  thousands  of  peo- 
ple whom  they  never  saw.  In  this  way 
the  salaried  man,  far  from  the  marts 
of  trade,  is  enabled  to  furnish  his 
home  complete — simply  by  paying  a 
small  sum  monthly,  the  while  he  has 
the  use  of  his  furniture.  It  is  a  fact 
that  there  are  few  homes  in  America 
that  have  not  been  brightened  by  at 
least  one  piece  of  furniture  from  Hart- 
man's,  be  it  a  chair,  dresser,  bed, 
couch  or  table. 

This  great  result  has  been  attained 
through  the  wide  distribution  of  their 
catalogue  No.  100.  which  is  a  marvel 
of  completeness.  Here  are  shown  hun- 
dreds of  styles  of  furniture,  carpets, 
rugs,  and  household  furnishings,  illus- 
trated from  actual  photographs,  and 
showing  the  article  just  as  it  is.  Rugs 
and  carpets  are  photographed  in  the 
original  colorings  and  patterns.  It  is 
the  same  as  seeing  the  articles  in  the 
showroom — ^makes  shopping  by  mail  a 
delight  If  you  will  write  them  today 
they  will  send  It  to  you  free.  Address 
their  main  store,  223  to  229  Wabasn 
Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


Against  Eight  Hour  Law. 

Judge  Charles  Coffin,  presiding  in 
the  Jackson  Circuit  Court,  in  the  case 
of  the  State  of  Arkansas  against  the 
St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern 
Railway  Company,  in  which  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  R.  E.  Jeffrey  was  suing 
for  the  penalties  provided  for  non- 
compliance with  the  provisions  of  the 
eight-hour  day  telegraph  operators' 
train  service  act  passed  by  the  last 
legislature,  dismissed  the  case,  declar- 
ing the  act  unconstitutional  on  the 
ground  that  it  interfered  with  inter- 
state commerce  and  the  subject  was 
covered  by  an  act  of  Congress. 


Honesty  and  charity  are  the  only 
things  in  business  that  do  not  require 
advertising. 
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THE    LADIES'   AUXILIARY 
TO    THE    S.    U.    OF    N.   A. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

The  last  meeting  of  Queen  City 
Lodge  No.  6  was  the  best  attended 
meeting  we  have  had  in  several 
months.  Now,  sisters,  that  you  have 
got  started,  keep  it  up.  Our  meetings 
are  always  pleasant,  no  jars  or  un 
pleasantness.  There  are  a  good  many 
things  we  can  do  if  we  work  together. 
Please  remember  that  we  meet  the 
second  Wednesday  in  each  month  at 
Boyer's  Hall,  Swan  and  Emslie  Streets. 
A  committee,  of  which  Mrs.  Kate 
Krug  is  chairman,  has  charge  of  the 
arrangements  for  our  dance  to  be 
given  at  Boyer's  Hall,  Friday,  Nov. 
20th,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  and  their  friends  will 
remember  the  date  and  attend,  for  we 
always  have  good  times  at  any  of  our 
affairs.  There  are  no  tickets  out,  a 
small  admission  will  be  charged  at  the 
door. 

The  contest  between  the  various 
lodges  has  been  going  on  now  tor^d 
month  and  an  active  part  is  being 
taken  by  some  of  the  lodges,  while 
others  seem  to  take  no  Interest  in  it. 
What  is  the  matter  that  the  ladies 
eligible  to  join  our  order  are  so  slow 
about  doing  so?  A  couple  of  years  ago 
when  we  asked  we  were  met  with  the 
statement  that  as  long  as  there  were 
two  auxiliaries  they  didn't  see  how  we 
could  make  a  success  of  them,  and  we 
had  no  benefit  to  offer.  That  trouble 
has  been  eradicated.  There  is  now 
one  auxiliary  and  a  funeral  benefit  of 
1250  is  paid,  with  no  proviso  except 
that  a  member  shall  be  in  good  stand- 
ing for  six  consecutive  months  before 
she  is  entitled  to  this  benefit.  Our 
dues  are  reasonable,  and  there  cer- 
tainly should  be  more  of  an  interest 
taken  by  those  interested.  I  have  been 
met  with  the  statement  that  our  broth- 
ers don't  take  the  interest  they  should 
in  our  order.  Well,  when  the  brothers 
don't  take  an  interest  in  the  Switch- 
men's Union  that  has  done  so  much 
for  them,  we  can't  expect  them  to  take 


an  interest  in  the  auxiliary.  Recently 
I  called  at  the  home  of  a  brother  and 
tried  to  get  his  wife  to  Join,  and  was 
met  with  the  statement  that  her  hus- 
band did  not  want  her  to  ^join.  I 
haven't  any  doubt  but  that  others  have 
found  the  same  state  of  affairs.  But 
the  same  brother  don't  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  his  own  lodge  very  often. 
There  are  some  of  the  brothers  in 
Buffalo  and  other  cities  where  we  have 
lodges  that  do  take  an  active  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  our  order,  and  we 
appreciate  it  But  it  seems  to  be  out 
of  the  question  to  get  the  wives  of 
these  same  members  to  join.  Now,  1 
earnestly  ask  all  brothers  that  are  not 
in  favor  of  their  wives  Joining  to  re- 
consider the  matter,  and  those  that  are 
in  favor  of  having  them  Join,  try  to 
get  their  wives  to  send  in  an  applica- 
tion and  become  members  to  help  our 
good  work  along. 

Apropos  to  members  of  the  S.  U. 
not  taking  the  interest  they  should  in 
the  order:  Only  two  years  ago  the 
various  committees  on  the  different 
roads  presented  demands  for  a  raise 
in  wages,  and  by  the  vigorous  work  of 
these  committees  and  the  officers  of 
the  Union  working  in  conjunction 
with  them,  this  demand  was  granted 
and  since  that  time  all  switchmen  who 
have  been  able  to  get  in  good  time, 
have  realized  a  large  increase  In  their 
pay.  Have  these  S.  U.  members  re- 
membered that  and  taken  a  greater  in- 
terest in  their  Union?  From  what  I 
see  and  hear,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
they  have  forgotten  all  about  it  On  a 
road  here  in  Buffalo,  a  year  or  more 
ago,  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  members 
that  the  yard  was  almost  solid;  recent- 
ly I  have  learned  that  the  officials  of 
this  road  favor  the  Trainmen's  organi- 
zation and  are  giving  the  S.  U.  men 
the  worst  of  It.  Have  these  same  men 
had  backbone  enough  to  remember 
that  it  was  not  the  Trainmen's  organi- 
zation that  helped  them  get  an  increase 
of  wages  and  stick  to  the  organiza- 
tion that  has  helped  them?  I  fear  not, 
for  their  lodge  has  been  losing  mem- 
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bers '  and  these  same  members  have 
been  joining  the  B.  of  R.  T.  For 
shame  on  these  men!  If  instead  of  a 
peaceful  settlement  when  the  demand 
was  made  in  1906,  a  strike  had  taken 
place,  these  men  would  have  found  out 
what  the  B.  of  R.  T.  would  have  done 
for  them,  and  in  a  city  where  this  was 
demonstrated  the  S.  U.  members  don't 
work  together  as  they  should  and 
boost  their  order,  but  have  dropped 
out  of  the  S.  U. 

Now,  brothers  and  sisters,  this  isn't 
meant  for  mudslinging;  just  stop  and 
think  and  you  will  admit  I  am  right. 
I  have  had  occasion  to  go  to  different 
meetings  of  the  S.  U.  lodges,  and  it  is 
deplorable  to  find  how  this  lack  of  in- 
terest is  demonstrated.  A  lodge  with 
nearly  200  members  wouldn't  have  a 
dozen  members  present,  unless  there 
was  some  trouble  on  their  road  and  a 
committee  was  to  report.  It  is  dis- 
couraging for  officers  to  go  to  a  meet- 
ing and  preside  over  a  lot  of  vacant 
chairs.  Wake  up,  brothers,  yes,  and 
sisters,  too.  Attend  your  meetings, 
and  if  there  is  a  little  discussion  and 
your  corns  are  tread  upon,  don't 
squirm  and  stay  away  the  next  meet- 
ing; smile  just  the  same  and  come 
again.  Life  is  too  short  to  let  trifles 
stand  in  the  way  of  attending  to  your 
duties.  Tou  will  be  dead  a  long  time, 
and  when  death  does  come  to  you,  the 
benefit  paid  by  the  S.  U  and  its  aux- 
iliary help  out  very  nicely.  Boost 
your  lodge  and  the  order,  quit  knock- 
ing. Don't  leave  it  to  a  few  to  do  the 
work  and  then  if  things  don't  suit  you, 
kick. 

Bro.  Garvey  of  Lodge  No.  221  has 
the  sjonpathy  of  the  Buffalo  brothers 
and  sisters  in  the  death  of  his  little 
one  recently;  also  Sister  Walch,  sec- 
retary of  No.  6,  on  the  death  of  her 
mother;  also  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  Welch  on  the  death  of  his 
mother  and  brother. 

The  ball  given  Monday  evening,  Oct. 
19th,  by  Elk  Lodge  No.  99  at  Wesp's 
Hall,  was  well-attended  and  a  success, 
but  we  hope  next  time  the  committee 
will  use  a  little  more  discretion  and 
choose  a  different  hall  and  I  believe 
they  will  find  their  ball  more  of  a  suc- 
cePK. 

Happy  Day  Lodge  No.  201  hold 
their  dance  in  the  same  hall  Nov.  23d. 
They  had  a  well-attended  successful 
dance  last  year  and  we  wish  the  sam^^ 
success  this  time.     Don't   forget  the 


date.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
Buffalo  lodges  don't  band  together  and 
have  a  union  ball  as  they  did  for  two 
years,  when  it  was  admitted  that  tho 
S.  U.  ball  was  one  of  the  most  pleas- 
ant affairs  of  the  season.  Think  it 
over,  brothers. 

Some  little  time  ago  I  listened  to  a 
conversation  between  an  engineer  on  a 
road  running  in  here  and  a  business 
man.  It  was  hard  work  to  sit  and 
listen  and  not  "butt  in."  This  en- 
gineer was  explaining  to  his  friend 
various  things  about  his  calling  and 
incidentally  made  this  remark,  "You 
know  we  engineers  and  conductors  are 
hard-working,  conscientious  men,  not 
like  the  switchmen  who  are  dubs,  an- 
archists, socialists  and  no  good,"  etc. 
Now  I  know  switchmen,  members  of 
the  good  old  S^  U.  in  general  have 
faults,  but  I  have  found  from  my  ac- 
quaintance with  them  that  they  have 
just  as  good  qualities  as  any  conduc- 
tors or  engineers.  A  switchmen's  call- 
ing is  one  of  the  most  hazardous  there 
is,  and  that  very  fact  should  make  him 
all  the  more  temperate,  honest  and  in- 
dustrious, for  he,  doesn't  know  when  he 
leaves  for  work  if  he  will  returii  alive 
to  the  family  at  home,  and  most  all  of 
them  have  a  family  depending  on 
them,  besides  a  life  lived  well  here 
means  a  reward  hereafter  when  the 
call  does  come. 

I  hear  some  one  say,  Tessie  certain- 
ly had  her  preaching  clothes  on  this 
time,  but  my  interest  is,  and  has  been 
for  the  past  four  years,  in  the  welfare 
of  our  auxiliary,  yes,  and  the  S.  U.,  too. 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Tessie. 


Denver,  Colo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

After  so  long  a  time  I  will  endeavor 
to  let  all  the  brothers  and  sisters  know 
what  we  are  doing  out  here  in  God's 
country. 

We  have  organized  a  ladies'  aux- 
iliary and,  at  the  present  writing,  have 
a  membership  of  twenty-six  and  about 
six  applications  to  act  on,  besides 
three  initiations  for  next  meeting. 
Some  of  the  older  lodges  had  better 
wake  up  or  we  will  leave  them  behind. 
We  have  rented  a  nice  hall  this 
month  and  had  an  open  meeting  9.nd 
reception  to  No.  35's  members  and 
families,    which    was    well    attended. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


868 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


We  spent  the  evening  with  music  and 
recitations,  games  of  cards  and,  last 
but  not  least,  served  a  nice  luncla 
which  all  seemed  to  enjoy.  Everyone 
went  home  happy  and  wishing  for 
the  same  opportunity  to  come  again. 

We  have  arranged  to  give  a  ball  on 
the  19th  of  November  and  would  be 
pleased  to  have  any  good  brother  or 
sister  who  happens  our  way  to  come 
and  enjoy  themselves.  Any  visiting 
member  will  be  furnished  with 
tickets  free  of  charge  by  presenting 
their  receipts  at  the  door,  or  to  chair- 
man of  the  ball. 

We  are  having  delightful  weather, 
but  business  is  poor.  We  hope  for  bet- 
ter times  after  the  election. 

I  notice  that  our  union  is  steadily 
Increasing — a  new  lodge  now  and  then 
— besides  hundreds  of  new  members 
every  month.  The  one  wish  of  my 
heart  Is  to  see  every  yardman  In  the 
country  in  the  S.  U.  before  many  years 
and  to  see  our  auxiliary  working  to- 
gether in  harmony.  I  dreamed  and 
planned  for  years  to  see  the  Switch- 
men's Union  have  an  auxiliary,  and  1 
believe  I  was  the  first  one  to  do  any- 
thing in  this  direction,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken.  I  organized  what  we  called 
a  social  club  and  wrote  to  the  Joubnaj. 
asking  others  to  do  the  same.  I  also 
wrote  to  our  Grand  President  asking 
his  permission  to  organize,  but  his  re- 
ply was  that  nothing  could  be  done 
until  they  held  another  convention,  as 
it  had  to  be  taken  up  that  way.  I 
waited  patiently  for  that  time  to  come, 
but  trouble  came  fast  to  me — death, 
sickness,  and  my  husband  was  out  of 
work.  Let  us  not  forget  in  our  pros- 
perous days  the  dark  ones  we  are  now 
passing  through,  and  as  the  heat 
makes  the  metal  more  pure,  so  will 
these  dark  days  make  us  better  men 
and  women.  We  need  these  things; 
God  sends  them  to  us  lest  we  forget 
the  One  who  watches  over  us  and  Who 
never  makes  the  burden  more  than  we 
can  bear.  I  am  saying  this,  dear 
friends,  from  sad  experience.  I  have 
had  five  years  of  sorrow  to  bear,  but 
I  try  to  always  be  cheerful  and  help- 
ful to  those  whose  burden  seems 
heavier.  Look  at  dear  old  No.  35  of 
the  S.  U.;  how  her  boys  were  treated! 
Enough  to  discourage  the  strongest 
heart,  but  today  they  are  stronger 
than  ever  and  everyone  is  true  blue. 

Well,  I  have  written  a  long  letter  all 
from  my  heart.    I  hope  it  will  get  in 


on  time  and  that  It  may  help  someone. 
I  would  like  to  see  the  two  conventions 
come  to  Denver  so  I  could  meet  with 
the  Grand  officers  and  delegates  and 
hav^  a  talk  with  them,  and  to  take 
their  hJEUids  in  good  fellowship.  Per- 
haps we  will  be  able  to  Induce  them 
to  come  out  among  the  wild  western- 
ers in  1911.    How  about  it? 

Well.   It  is  getting  late,  so  I  will 
close  by  wishing  the  greatest  success 
to  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  L.  A.  to  S.  U. 
Yours  In  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Katie  Frederick. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  presume  I  am  late  this  month  get- 
ting my  letter  In,  but  sincerely  hope 
I  am  not  too  late.  Poppy  Lodge  No. 
25  is  doing  its  best,  although  we 
haven't  taken  in  any  new  members  re- 
cently. We  gave  a  whist  party  last 
month  and  we  did  so  well  we  decided 
to  give  another  one  this  week,  which 
we  hope  will  be  an  excellent  success. 

Our  brothers  gave  a  smoker  the 
other  evening,  and  they  invited  the 
ladies  to  attend,  which  we  did.  and 
had  a  lovely  time  and  an  excellent 
lunch  was  spread  with  plenty  of  lem- 
onade. For  dessert  we  had  a  great  big 
box  of  candy  which  was  presented  to 
us  by  the  "Candy  Kid."  It  was  all 
right,  for  most  women  have  a  sweet 
tooth. 

I  saw  in  last  month's  Journal  our 
Grand  Mistress,  Mrs.  Barbara  Stang, 
had  been  visiting  different  Eastern 
cities.  We  wish  she  could  give  us  a 
call  out  here  in  sunny  California.  We 
know  she  would  be  delighted  with  our 
climate  and  also  with  our  lodge.  I 
think  the  article  she  wrote  for  the 
Journal  was  grand,  and  very,  very  in- 
teresting. We  hope  it  will  be  our  luck 
to  win  one  of  those  prizes,  and  we  cer- 
tainly are  going  to  do  our  best,  but  we 
will  have  to  work  awfully  hard. 

Our  worthy  mistress,  Mrs.  Sejrmour. 
gave  a  birthday  party  on  Bpo.  Sey- 
mour not  long  ago.  We  were  all  in- 
vited and  attended  with  pleasure.  The 
evening  was  spent  in  singring  and  play- 
ing the  piano,  and  Sister  Seymour  sur- 
prised us  with  a  duet  with  a  friend, 
and  we  enjoyed  it  very  much.  She 
also  had  a  lovely  spread  with  plenty 
to  drink. 
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We  are  very  sorry  to  state  that  one 
of  our  oldest  members  dropped  out  re- 
cently. 

I  presume  my  letter  is  getting  too 
long,  so  I  will  close.  With  best  wishes 
to  the  S.  U.  and  the  L.  A., 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

MUBIBL. 


Toledo,  O. 

Eh>iT0B  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Sunshine  Lodge  had  quite  a  little 
stir  of  excitement  at  our  last  meeting. 
The  ladies  having  read  their  Septem- 
ber JouBNAL,  and  of  the  great  induce- 
ments to  get  new  members,  came  to 
lodge  with  their  •'bonnets  full." 

9o  combining  work  with  pleasure, 
we  have  divided  our  lodge  in  halves, 
the  treasurer  and  secretary  are  the 
captains,  and  their  colors  are  blue  and 
red,  to  see  which  side  can  get  the  most 
members  by  Dec.  10th.  The  winners 
are  to  be  banqueted  by  the  losers,  and 
I  will  tell  you  later  which  side  wins. 

I  see  No.  14  is  classed  in  D,  which 
doesn't  g^ve  us  as  much  ground  to  work 
on  as  some  of  the  other  orders,  but 
look  out  for  Sunshine  Lodge. 

We  gave  a  card  party  Thursday 
evening,  Oct.  8th.  Hand-painted 
plates  were  given  for  prizes,  and  a  neat 
little  sum  was  realized. 

Now,  just  a  word  to  the  careless. 
Above  all  things,  sisters,  keep  up  your 
dues;  don't  be  delinquent.  I  know 
times  are  hard  and  money  scarce,  but 
deny  yourselves  some  little  pleasure  to 
keep  them  paid  in  full,  for  too  well 
you  know  the  results  if  they  are  not 
paid  and  some  one  you  care  for  may 
have  to  suffer  through  your  careless- 
ness. 

There,  I*ve  preached  quite  a  little 
sermon,  and  guess  Td  better  stop. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Hee  Haw. 


Peoria,  III. 

BorroB  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Every  month  when  I  read  the  Jour- 
nal I  am  disappointed  in  not  finding 
some  word  from  Peoria,  but  now  that 
we  have  an  auxiliary  you  will  hear 
from  us  often. 

On  Sept.  13th  (unlucky,  did  you 
say?)  no,  for  the  ladles'  auxiliary 
known  as  Success  Lodge  No.  37  was  or- 


ganized with  21  charter  members,  and 
we  intend  to  prove  that  we  are  a  "suc- 
cess" by  increasing  our  membership. 
We  met  in  the  lodge  room  of  Still  City 
No.  224,  Observatory  Buildings  The 
ladies  served  refreshments  and  we 
spent  a  very  pleasant  evening.  We  ex- 
tend our  thanks  to  Still  City  Lodge 
for  the  charter  they  gave  us;  also  to 
Bro.  Brown  for  framing  it.  Words 
fail  to  express  our  appreciation  of 
same,  and  it  Is  with  pride  that  we 
point  to  our  charter  hanging  on  the 
wall  beside  that  of  the  brothers. 

It  is  no  easy  task  to  get  an  auxil- 
iary started,  but  means  plenty  of  work 
for  someone.  Much  praise  and  credit 
is  given  Sister  Welty  for  what  she  has 
accomplished,  as  she  worked  early  and 
late,  throu^  sunshine  or  rain,  never 
once  faltering  or  complaining,  so,  sis- 
ters, let  us  put  our  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  and  help  lift  the  burden  by 
doing  what  we  can,  be  it  ever  so  small. 

Our  first  meeting  was  well  attended. 
We  meet  every  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  afternoon,  in  a  beautiful 
lodge  room  where  the  brothers  hold 
their  meetings.  I  would  urge  the 
necessity  of  each  one  being  present 
every  meeting,  also  do  not  forget  your 
dues,  but  have  them  ready  promptly. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  the  S.  U. 
members  and  the  L.  A..  I  am. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Mbs.  Ibene  Price. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Well,  seeing  nothing  from  Golden 
Rule  Lodge  No.  17  in  the  October  issue, 
I  thought  I  would  write  a  few  lines 
and  let  you  know  what  we  are  doing. 
Sister  Calumet  No.  15,  we  are  a  lit- 
tle ahead  of  you,  our  membership 
being  fifty-four,  with  promises  of  more 
in  the  near  future.  If  only  some  more 
of  us  could  become  imbued  with  a  lit- 
tle of  the  spirit  of  our  worthy  mis- 
tress. Sister  Clark,  we  could  soon 
double  our  membership. 

I  should  like  to  shake  hands  with 
"Old  Girl"  of  Cincinnati  with  regard 
to  her  talk  about  lodge  dues  and  hope 
some  of  us  will  read  and  ponder  and 
make  up  our  minds  to  reform  in  that 
respect,  and  don't  wait  until  the  new 
year  with  that  resolution,  as  it  will 
not  help  our  present  treasurer  very 
much  if  you  do,  and  she  is  worn  to  a 
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shadow  now  from  chasing  after  dues 
Rather  a  substantial  shadow,  by  the 
way.  I  think  I  hear  voices  saying,  "If 
she  doesn't  like  her  job  why  doesn't 
she  quit?"  but  that  will  be  all  right, 
too. 

Well,  we  are  going  to  give  a  ball 
on  Nov.  24th  at  Colonial  Hall.  Lodge 
No.  1  and  Golden  Rule  No.  17  having 
consolidated  for  the  occasion.  Now 
everybody  must  help  and  we  will  make 
a  success  of  the  affair.  As  for  the 
boys,  they  must  put  extra  change  In 
their  pockets,  as  we  are  going  to  servn 
ice  cream  and  cake,  and  that  reminds 
me,  girls,  remember  no  store  cake  goes. 
We  want  the  kind  that  "mother. used 
to  bake." 

Well,  having  come  to  the  end  of  the 
page,  and  as  the  editor  refuses  to  look 
on  the  other  side,  I  will  bring  my  let- 
ter to  a  close,  wishing  success  to  all. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Kate  Milleb. 


Information  Desired. 

Any  brother  knowing  the  where- 
abouts or  address  of  Frank  Hayes, 
about  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
brother  of  Thomas  Hayes  of  Coal  City, 
111.,  will  confer  a  favor  by  so  inform- 
ing this  office. 

Anyone  knowing  the  whereabouts  of 
Clarence  S.  White,  brother  of  Mark  E. 
White,  will  confer  a  favor  by  notifying 
this  office.  He  was  last  heard  from 
at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  his  address 
in  that  city  being  1237  Western  Ave- 
nue. 


Stolen. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Hagen  of  Lodge  No.  190, 
Greenville,  Tex.,  reports  that,  while 
vlsting  in  Dallas,  his  coat  was  stolen 
containing  billhook,  receipts  and 
cipher  card  for  password.  Any 
brother  finding  a  traveler  with  this 
property  will  please  correspond  with 
J.  W.  Hagen,  Greenville,  Tex. 


Notice. 

Bro.  Pat  Kelly  of  Lodge  No.  43  is 
requested  to  correspond  at  once  with 
Bro.  W.  B.  Tilley,  treasurer  Lodge  No. 
43,  2670  North  Lickel  street,  Los  An- 
geles. Cal. 


In  Memoriam. 

Detboit.  Mich.,  Oct.  1.  1908. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  De- 
troit Lodge  No.  32,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of  N. 
A.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  Death  has  made  its  first 
call  and  taken  from  our  midst  our  be- 
loved sister,  Minnie  Hutchinson,  who 
died  Aug.  12,  1908;  and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  death  of  this 
sister  has  cast  a  gloom  of  sorrow 
around  us,  and  a  vacancy  In  her  home 
which  never  can  be  filled,  and  we  deep- 
ly sympathize  with  the  family  which 
lost  a  beloved  wife,  mother  and  sis- 
ter; therefore  be  It 

Resolved,  That  as  a  token  of  respeci 
and  sorrow,  our  charter  be  draped  for 
a  period  of  thirty  dajrs;  and  be  It 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family, 
also  a  copy  be  spread  on  the  minutes 
of  this  meeting  and  a  copy  be  sent  to 
our  JouBNAL  for  publication. 

Rose  E.  Mobonet, 
Ida  R.  Kelley, 
Amelia  Hewitt, 

Committee. 


Ft.  Worth,  Tex.,  Oct.  15,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Trilby 
Lodge  No.  8,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Jennie  Hanrahan: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to 
remove  from  our  midst  Mrs.  Jennie 
Hanrahan,  the  beloved  wife  of  our 
esteemed  brother,  J.  P.  Hanrahan;  and 

Whereas,  We  know  his  home  has 
been  saddened  by  this  affliction;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
Trilby  Lodge  No.  8,  extend  to  our  sor- 
rowing brother  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days,  and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  her  husband  and  relatives, 
one  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this 
lodge,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Journal 
for  publication. 

W.  W.  Woodson, 
Wm.  Morrison, 
C.  G.  Glanton. 

Committee. 
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In  memory  of  our  late  brother,  John 
Lind,  Irondale  Lodge  No.  91,  South 
Deering,  111.,  adopted  the  following 
resolutions: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Al- 
mighty God  to  take  from  our  midst 
our  beloved  brother,  John  Lind,  who 
died  Sept.  20th,  after  a  long  illness. 

Whereas,  Lodge  No.  91  has  lost  a 
good  and  devoted  member,  and  one 
who  was  always  willing  to  help  a 
worthy  cause  and  uplift  his  fellow- 
man;    and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  Lodge  No.  91  extends 
to  the  bereaved  wife  and  relatives  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  sad  hour 
of  affliction;    and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be  draped 
for  a  period  of  thirty  days,  and  a  copy 
be  sent  to  the  bereaved  wife,  one  to  the 
Journal  for  publication,   and   one  to 
be  spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  lodge. 
John  S.  Reid, 
John  Qutll, 
Geo.  H.  McNauohton, 
Committee, 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  1908. 
M.  R.  Welch,  S26  Brisbane  Building. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.: 
Dear  Sir — I  wish  to  thank  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  th«  brothers  of  Buf- 
falo Lodge  No.  4  for  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  my  policy  on  account  of  die- 
ability,  having  lost  my  right  foot 
above  the  ankle  on  July  24th. 

Hoping  that  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  will 
continue  with  its  success  and  pros- 
perity, I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 
•  Marti X  Bi^ke. 

28  Bolton  place. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  11.  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  through  your  valuable  Jour- 
nal to  thank  the  Grand  Lodge  officers 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  my  claim, 
which  I  received  on  Oct.  1st,  six  weeks 
after  losing  my  foot. 

I  also  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  the  .officers  and  members 
of  Lodges  Nos.  134  and  37,  also  my 
companions  and  fellow-employes,  who 
were  exceedingly  courteous  and  kind 
during  my  affliction. 

Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P.. 

Otto  Knowles. 


Chicago.  III..  Oct.  14,  190«. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  thank  the  switchmen  and 
employes  of  the  Wabash  Railroad  at 
Chicago  for  the  kindness  they  showed 
me  during  my  wife's  illness  and  death 
by  helping  me  financially  in  my 
trouble,  and  at  any  time  I  can  assist 
any  of  them  I  will  be  glad  to  return 
the  favor. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Lincoln  Lazear. 
Progress  Lodge  No.  58. 


Chicago,  III.,  Oct.  7.  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

We  wish  to  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  11,200  insurance  held  by  my  late 
huafcand,  George  W.  Randall,  who. died 
Aug.  5.  1908. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  the  mem- 
bers of  Progress  Lodge  No.  5«,  espe- 
cially Mr.  W.  A.  WeJsh  and  Mr.  Frank 
Brown,  for  their  kindness  in  our  be- 
reavement, and  for  their  beautiful 
floral  tribute.  Mey  the  lodge  prosper 
is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Yours  truly, 
Mrs.   Mary  Randall  and 
Daughter. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  Oct.  20,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  for 
payment  of  policy  on  death  of  my  hus- 
band, A.  R.  Haight;  also  to  offlcers 
and  members  of  Pontchartrain  Lodge 
No.  225  for  kindness  and  interest  ex- 
tended. Respectfully, 

Mrs.  a.  R.  Haight. 


Blyria,  O.,  Oct.  15,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

Mrs.  Ada  Block  wishes  to  thank  the 
offlcers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  S.  U.  of 
N.  A,  for  payment  of  the  insurance 
of  her  husband,  who  in  the  prime  of 
life  was  cut  off  suddenly  by  accident, 
also  for  floral  tributes,  two  being  re- 
ceived, one  coming  with  the  casket 
for  the  home  through  the  thoughtful- 
ness  of  Mr.  N.  J.  Gerhart  and  one  for 
the  burial.  Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Ada  Block. 


The  man  who  howls  loudest  at  the 
meeting  is  usually  dumb  as  an  oyster 
at  home. 
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OHIO'S  NEW  LABEL  LAW. 


Penalties  Provided  for  Unauthor- 
ized Use  of  Union  Emblems. 


The  amended  label  law  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Ohio  is  considered  a  model  of  its 
kind.    The  bill  reads  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  That  sections  43G4-53a 
and  4364-53b  of  the  revised  statutes  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  4364-53a.  Any  person  or  per- 
sons, partnership  or  corporation  who 
shall  use  or  display  the  genuine  label, 
trademark,  term,  design,  device  or 
form  of  advertisement  of  any  such 
association  or  union  in  any  manner, 
not  being  authorized  so  to  do  by  such 
union  or  association,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
two  hundred  dollars  (|2(M)).  In  all 
such  cases  where  such  associations  or 
union  is  not  incorporated  suits  under 
this  act  may  be  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted by  an  officer  or  member  of  such 
association  or  union  on  behalf  of  and 
for  the  use  of  such  association  or 
union. 

"Sec.  4364-53b.  Any  person  or  per- 
sons, partnership  or  corporation  who 
shall  in  any  way  use  the  genuine  label, 
trademark,  design,  device  or  form  of 
advertisement  or  the  name  or  seal  of 
any  such  association  or  union  or  officer 
thereof  in  and  about  the  sale  of  goods 
or  otherwise,  not  being  authorized  to 
so  use  the  same,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  shall  be  punished  by 
a  fine  of  not  more  than  two  hundred 
dollars   (|2(K»." 


He   knows    not   how  to   speak   who 
cannot  be  silent. 

Hypocrites   steal   leather  and   make 
shoes  for  the  poor. 

The  more   honesty  a  man   has  the 
less  he  affects  the  air  of  a  saint. 


To  Members  of  Valley  Lodge  No.  172: 
After  Nov.  1,  190S,  no  member  will 
be  carried  by  me  unless  voted  on  by 
lodge.    So  be  governed  accordingly  In 
order  that  you  may  not  be  suspended 
for  not  having  your  dues  paid  before 
the  first   of   each   month.     Hereafter 
please  pay  your  dues  In  advance. 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P., 
C.  S.  Benjamin, 
Treasurer. 


Make  Good. 

"As  a  man  thinketh  so  is  he"  is  a 
quotation  frequently  used  and  holds 
good  as  far  as  the  thinker  is  con- 
cerned. Within  the  walls  of  each  head 
contains  the  world  of  each  individual: 
the  image  of  one's  self  or  the  char- 
acters of  others  can  be  arranged  to 
each  one's  taste  in  their  own  little 
world.  The  truth  or  fallacy  In  this 
world  of  Imagination  depends  upon 
whether  the  picture  held  in  the  mind 
tallies  with  the  facts  in  the  world  out- 
side of  the  mind.  For  example,  a  man 
may  think  himself  a  great  orator,  and 
he  has  all  the  self-satisfaction  that 
goes  with  a  duty  well  performed.  He 
may,  however,  be  a  very  poor  speaker 
in  the  estimation  of  those  who  have 
heard  him  talk,  and  would  be  regard- 
ed by  everybody  but  himseff  as  a  fail- 
ure, and  would  be  so,  in  fact,  meas- 
ured by  all  the  standards  of  oratory. 
His  conception  of  himself  would  be 
wrong  irrespective  of  his  own  opinion, 
and  he  becomes  the  target  for  ridicule. 

If  any  man  thinketh  he  is  a  great 
orator,  or  a  great  writer,  or  a  great 
blacksmith,  or  anything  else  that  is 
good,  more  power  to  him,  he  has  half 
the  battle  won,  for  there  are  few  things 
in  the  world  like  confidence  in  one's 
self.  Simply  thinkilig  that  you  are 
great  does  not  make  you  great;  you 
must  put  forth  every  effort.  Make  the 
picture  in  your  mind  tally  with  the 
facts  in  the  world.  Tou  must  not  be 
content  to  rest  on  the  laurels  you 
fancy  you  have  gained;    go  on,  and  on. 
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until  you  have  proven  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  that  you  are  what  you  think 
yon  are.  That  is  the  real  test  and  one 
worth  striving  for  if  you  are  am- 
bitious. Moral:  To  be  conceited  is  an 
unpardonable  sin  unless  you  "make 
good." — Trade  Union  News. 


How  to  Make  G*iniiiials« 

The  making  of  .criminals  is  a  very 
important  American  industry.  Pro- 
ceed as  follows: 

Find  out  something  that  a  large 
number  of  people  desire  to  do  and 
then  make  a  law  against  it  The  law 
should  be  sufficiently  elastic  to  admit 
of  exceptions  when  the  public  good 
or  the  offender's  purse  seems  to  de- 
mand it 

After  the  law  is  made  hire  a  few 
good  policeman  to  lie  in  wait  for  of- 
fenders. It  is  necessary  to  catch  a 
criminal  before  you  make  him.  Many 
a  man  has  remained  good  all  his  life 
by  not  being  caught  After  you  get 
hold  of  one  he  will  probably  tell  you 
that  he  did  not  know  the  law.  If  he 
does,  tell  him  that  ignorance  of  the 
law  excuses  no  one.  If  he  insists,  tell 
him  that  even  the  lawyers  don't  know 
the  law,  as,  otherwise,  there  would  not 
be  so  many  of  them.  If  he  insists 
further,  crack  him  over  the  head  and 
tell  him  to  shut  up.  If  the  man  has 
no  money  at  all,  crack  him  on  the 
head  in  the  first  place. 

Next,  publish  his  name  in  all  the 
newspapers.  This  is  for  two  reasons: 
First,  to  make  him  more  of  a  crim- 
inal, and  second,  to  show  that  the 
police  department  is  doing  its  duty. 

Next,  cl^uck  him  into  as  unpleasant 
a  place  as  can  be  devised.  At  nighr 
surround  him  with  a  choice  collection 
of  vermin.  For  this  purpose  an  en- 
tomologist should  be  consulted.  In 
the  dajrtime  make  him  work  like  a 
dog,  but  do  not  give  him  an3rthing  for 
it.  Give  it  to  some  one  else.  Perhaps 
the  best  way  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
product  is  by  the  contract  system,  al- 
though there  are  other  forms  of  graft 
nearly  as  good. 

After  a  few  years  of  this  he  is  prob- 
ably a  full-fledged  criminal.  In  order 
to  test  your  work,  turn  him  loose  with- 
out any  money  or  any  friends.  If  he 
comes  back  in  a  short  time  you  have 
succeeded.  If  not,  you  have  failed,' 
but  it  UETually  works.— ^Wi«  O.  Jones, 
in  Life, 


Crime  of  Being  Hungry. 

Seventeen  hungry  men  were  fined 
the  other  day  in  New  York  |1  apiece 
for  eating  food  given  them  by  Sisters 
of  the  Poor.  Their  offense  consisted 
in  eating  their  crumbs  on  the  steps  or 
in  the  shadows  of  an  apartment  house, 
and  the  wealthy  occupants  complained. 
The  sight  of  ravenous  human  creatures 
was  repulsive  to  many  aesthetic  souls. 
Some  of  the  men  didn't  even  wear  col- 
lars; their  clothing  had  not  been 
pressed  nor  their  shoes  shined.  It  was 
terrible.  When  they  get  out  of  prison 
these  horrible  criminals  will  know  bet- 
ter than  to  eat  at  places  other  than 
where  cut  glass,  immaculate  linen,  sil- 
ver knives  and  spoons  adorn  tables. 

Two  or  three  days  ago  a  guest  of  a 
fashionable  New  York  hotel  escorted 
his  dog  into  the  dining  room,  had  a 
plush-covered  chair  drawn  to  the  table 
for  it,  assisted  it  in  taking  its  seat, 
had  the  waiter  draw  a  napkin  around 
its  neck — quite  a  vulgar  thing  to  do, 
and*  serve  it  with  dinner,  in  courses, 
as  he  himself  was  served.  On  the  day 
following  the  newspapers  contained 
long  stories  about  the  funeral  of  a  dog. 
Its  body  lay  in  a  velvet-lined  coffin.  On 
top  of  the  casket  were  huge  and  costly 
fioral  wreaths.  The  handles  were  of 
silver,  a  pair  of  white  horses  drew  the 
hearse  containing  the  dog  to  the  ceme- 
tery, where,  amid  sobs  and  tears,  the 
precious  bones  were  laid  to  rest. 

These  things  happen  in  our  advanced 
stages  of  civilization,  and  they  are  not 
unusual  or  unique.  But,  for  a  man  out 
of  work  to  accept  bread  of  charity  and 
unwisely  sit  down  on  some  one's  steps 
to  swallow  it  is  vicious  and  criminal! 
— Lo8  Angeles  Examiner. 


injunctions  and  tlie  Common  Law 

[The  following  short  and  clear  ex- 
position of  some  basic  principles  in 
law,  in  regard  to  injunctions,  is  from 
the  Den  of  the  eminent  Illinois  jurist, 
William  G.  Wright,  and  recently  ap- 
peared in  The  Public,  Chicago.] 

The  genius  of  the  common  law  is 
the  genius  of  liberty.  The  history  of 
the  development  of  the  common  law 
is  the  history  of  the  growth  of  liberty. 
It  stands  at  the  foundation  of  liberty 
today,  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
E2ng]and.  This  is  because  the  com- 
mon   law    throws    strong    protection 
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around  all  persons  charged  with  crime 
by  those  in  power;  and,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, insures  justice,  no  matter  who 
the  prosecutor  may  be. 

The  common  law's  protection  to  the 
accused  was  three-fold: 

1.  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

2.  The  right  of  the  accused  to  be 
confronted  by  the  witness  against 
him. 

3.  The  right  of  the  accused  to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  of  his  peers. 

In  the  long  struggle  between  liberty 
and  autocracy  these  three  principles 
were  preserved  inviolate;  and  because 
they  were  preserved  inviolate,  the 
United  States  and  England  are  free 
today. 

The  original  policy  of  the  common 
law  was  to  inflict  punishment  where- 
ever  a  crime  was  committed,  and  in 
other  cases  to  accomplish  justice  by 
awarding  damages.  It  was  found, 
however,  that  this  did  not  always  do 
justice.  Wrongs  were  frequently  com- 
mitted which  did  not  amount  to 
crimes  at  common  law,  and  for  which 
money  damages  would  not  compensate. 

In  those  days  the  king  was  an  abso- 
lute monarch.  Seeing  that  such 
wrongs  were  being  done  or  threatened, 
he.  by  virtue  of  his  absolute  power, 
superseded  the  courts  and  made  royal 
decrees,  doing  what  he  thought  was 
justice  in  each  case. 

Now  the  king  did  not  usually  do  this 
himself.  In  those  days  every  one,  in- 
cluding the  king,  confessed  regularly 
to  some  priest;  and  the  king  had  a 
royal  confessor,  who  was  the  "Keeper 
of  the  King's  Conscience."  It  was  the 
king's  sense  of  justice,  his  conscience, 
which  Impelled  him  to  override  the 
law  to  do  justice:  and  so  this  was  rele- 
gated to  the  "Keeper  of  his  Con- 
science." to  his  confessor,  who  was 
called  the  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

The  chief  of  the  writs  with  which 
the  chancellor,  representing  the  abso- 
lute power  of  the  king,  overrode  the 
law,  was  the  writ  of  injunction. 
Where  the  act  threatened  was  one 
which  would  do  harm  that  could  not 
be  remedied  and  for  which  therefore 
money  damages  would  not  pay.  and  at 
the  same  time  was  not  criminal  and 
therefore  could  not  be  punished  at 
common  law.  the  chancellor  stepped  in 
with  his  injunction,  which  threatened 
punishment  as  for  a  crime  if  the  act 
was  done;  and  then  inflicted  punish* 
ment  If  the  injunction  was  disobeyed. 


Then  began  a  fierce  contest;  the 
chancellor  in  the  name  of  the  king 
trying  to  wrest  authority  from  the 
courts,  and  the  courts  in  the  name  of 
the  law  trying  to  retain  it.  This  con- 
test was  finally  settled  right  by  the 
EInglish  people,  with  their  genius  for 
law  and  liberty.  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  chancellor,  including  his  authority 
to  issue  injunctions,  was  retained,  as 
necessary  to  do  justice  in  certain 
cases;  but  it  was  rigidly  restricted  to 
the  cases  where  it  was  necessary,  the 
cases  which  called  it  Into  being.  The 
chancellor  was,  therefore,  allowed  to 
act  only  where  the  damage  could  not 
be  compensated  In  money— or,  to  use 
the  legal  phrase,  'Vhere  the  damage 
is  irreparable" — ^and  where  in  addition 
the  law  could  not  punish^-or,  to  use 
the  legal  phrase,  "there  was  no  ade- 
quate remedy  at  law." 

Thus  several  hundred  years  ago  the 
law  was  settled  that  an  injunction 
must  not  issue  except  where  the  law 
cannot  inflict  punishment,  or,  as  the 
lawyers  put  It,  "an  injunction  will  not 
issue  to  prevent  a  crime." 

This  has  been  the  law  for  several 
hundred  years,  and  is  as  well  settled 
as  any  principle  in  the  law.  And  the 
reason  is  plain.  What  object  can  there 
be  in  issuing  an  injunction  in  cases  of 
threatened  crime?  Why  is  not  the 
legal  punishment  for  the  crime  suffi- 
cient? 

There  are  three  motives:  (1)  The 
injunction  deprives  the  accused  of  the 
right  to  be  confronted  by  the  wit- 
nesses against  him.  and  thus  makes  it 
easier  to  convict  him  on  false  testi- 
mony. (2)  It  deprives  him  of  the 
right  to  trial  by  jury,  the  great  found- 
ation stone  of  liberty.  (3)  It  prevents 
his  doing  the  act.  even  if  he  has  a  right 
to  do  it — it  adjudges  that  the  act  is 
wrongful,  without  ever  giving  the  ac- 
cused a  right  to  be  heard.  But  it  is 
not  just  to  deprive  an  accused  of  the 
right  to  be  confronted  by  the  wit- 
nesses against  him.  It  is  not  safe  to 
deprive  the  accused  *  of  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury.  It  is  not  right  to  punish 
a  person  for  doing  that  which  he  has 
a  right  to  do. 

Therefore,  It  became  settled  law, 
that  injunctions  would  not  issue  when 
there  was  an  adequate  remedy  at  law; 
would  not  issue  to  prevent  that  which 
the  law  can  punish;  would  not  issue  to 
prevent  a  crime— -or  to  prevent  rioting, 
for  instance,  which  is  a  crime. 
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There  is  no  principle  of  law  more 
firmly  established  or  of  longer  stand- 
ing. It  has  stood,  unquestioned  in 
England  for  several  hundred  years, 
and  in  this  country  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  country  until  within  the 
last  few  years. 

In  the  last  few  years,  in  the  labor 
strike  cases,  a  few  of  our  courts  have 
undertaken  to  overthrow  this  estab- 
lished law  of  centuries,  and  to  substi- 
tute the  autocratic  power  of  the  chan- 
cellor for  the  orderly  procedure  of  the 
law. 

If  the  acts  of  the  strikers,  against 
which  an  injunction  is  sought,  are 
wrong  they  are  crimes,  and  can  be 
punished  as  such  at  common  law,  and 
an  injunction  should  not  issue.  If 
they  are  not  wrong,  of  course  an  in- 
junction should  not  issue  to  prevent 
strikers  from  doing  what  is  right. 
Such  wrongs  as  strikers  commit  are 
wrongs  of  violence,  and  therefore  are 
crimes,  and  under  the  law  of  this  land 
should  be  dealt  with  by  indictment  and 
trial  by  jury,  not  by  the  chancellor. 

The  attempt  to  overthrow  our  blood- 
bought  liberties,  and  to  substitute  the 
-arbitrary  word  of  the  chancellor  (rep- 
resenting the  king's  absolute  power) 
for  the  orderly  court  proceeding  of  in- 
dictment and  trial  by  jury,  is  danger- 
ous, and  should  be  firmly  checked  by 
legislation  forbidding  injunctions  in 
all  such  cases. 

Such  legislation  Is  demanded  both 
to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  law 
against  arbitrary  interference,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  people  against  arbitrary 
power. 
Legal  distinctions  are  fine. 
Injunctions  will  issue  to  prevent 
acts  which  may  be  done  in  a  way  that 
is  not  criminal,  and  may  be  done  in  a 
way  that  is  criminal,  provided  the 
essence  of  the  act  Is  not  criminal,  and 
the  harm  can  be  done  without  commit- 
tlns:  a  crime. 

But  such  a  situation  does  not  arise 
in  labor  disputes,  where,  if  the  striker 
does  anything  wrong  he  commits  a 
crime,  and  the  crime  is  of  the  essence 
of  the  act. 
This  by  way  of  warning. 


Opportunity  makes  some  men,  while 
other  men  make  opportunity. 


Be  what  you  are  and  not  pretend  to 
be  what  you  are  not. 


The  Right  of  Jury  Trial. 

It  is  now  almost  seven  hundred 
years  since  the  signing  of  that  first 
declaration  of  Independence,  the  Im- 
mortal Magna  Charta,  wrung  from  the 
despotic  and  fanatical  King  John  by 
his  outraged  subjects  on  the  field  of 
Runnlmede,  June  15,  A.  D.  1215. 

Section  39  of  that  instrument  reads 
as  follows:  "No  freeman  shall  be 
taken,  or  Imprisoned,  or  disseized,  or 
outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  In  any  way 
harmed — nor  will  we  go  upon  or  send 
upon  him — save  by  the  lawful  judg- 
ment of  his  peers  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land." 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution  It  was  amended; 
Article  VI  of  which  amendment  reads 
as  follows: 

"Section  I.  In  all  criminal  prose- 
cutions the  accused  shall  enjoy  the 
right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by 
an  Impartial  jury  of  the  state  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have 
been  committed,  which  district  shall 
have  been  previously  ascertained  by 
law,  and  to  be  Informed  of  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be 
confronted  with  witnesses  against 
him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for 
obtaining  witnesses  In  his  favor,  and 
to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for 
his  defense." 

Section  2  of  Article  VI  of  the  fed- 
eral constitution  reads  as  follows: 

"This  constitution,  and  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  which  shall  be  made 
In  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties 
made,  or  which  shall  be  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land; 
and  the  judges  In  every  state  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  a,nythlng  In  the  consti- 
tution or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding." 

In  the  face  of  the  foregoing  guaran- 
tees of  personal  liberty,  which  have 
been  cherished  by  all  English-speak- 
ing peoples  as  the  most  sacred  of  po- 
litical rights,  there  has  grown  up  a 
practice  in  the  courts  of  this  country 
which,  If  led  to  Its  logical  sequence, 
and  persisted  In,  will  put  to  naught  all 
safeguards  to  and  set  popular  liberty 
back  a  thousand  years. 

This  incisive  Innovation  of  constitu- 
tional law  is  popularly  known  as  "gov- 
ernment by  Injunction."  The  prac- 
tical working  of  this  newly  discovered 
means  of  despotic  rule  is  as  follows. 
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A  person  or  corporation  desiring  to 
accomplish  a  certain  purpose,  or  wish- 
ing to  prevent  another  person  or  cor- 
poration, or  other  persons  or  corpora- 
tions, from  do^ng  that  which  the  com- 
plainant does  not  want  to  have  done, 
petitions  to  the  equity  side  of  a  court, 
alleging  that  unless  the  petition  be 
granted  irreparable  damage  will  be 
done  the  petitioner,  and  that  he  has 
no  adequate  remedy  at  law,  and  he 
therefore  prays  the  court  to  issue  a 
writ  forbidding  the  act  anticipated. 

The  judge  issues  the  writ  of  injunc- 
tion, relying  for  the  time  being  upon 
the  truth  of  the  complainant's  state- 
ments, making  the  writ  returnable  ai 
a  future  date,  when  a  hearing  may  be 
had,  and  at  which  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants may  be  heard,  and  the  rights 
of  the  parties  determined.  A  viola- 
tion of  the  order  of  the  judge  con- 
tained in  the  writ  is  called  a  contempt 
of  court. 

The  judge  who  issues  the  writ  speci- 
fies the  crime,  fixes  the  penalty  and 
enforces  this  decision  by  commanding 
the  defendant  to  pay  a  fine  or  to  suf- 
fer imprisonment,  denying  the  defend- 
ant a  trial  by  jury,  and  allowing  no 
appeal  from  his  decision. 

Now,  is  it  not  pertinent  to  ask,  if 
this  procedure  is  constitutional,  what 
is  the  meaning  of  "constitutional  lib- 
erty?" 

Our  system  of  government  divides 
the  functions  of  government  into  three 
branches,  namely:  Legislative,  execu- 
tive and  judicial. 

No  person  holding  office  in  one  de- 
partment is  permitted  to  hold  office  in 
either  of  the  other  departments.  The 
President,  however,  being  the  chief  ex 
ecutive,  has  the  right  to  recommond 
legislation,  and  may  veto  legislation 
which  ho  does  not  approve,  although 
this  power  Is  limited. 

But  in  government  by  injunction  we 
find  legislative,  judicial  and  executive 
power  all  exercised  by  aT  single  indi- 
vidual— the  judge.  "Lawyers  were 
men  once,  I  suppose."  Most  of  our 
judges  were  also  lawyers. 

In  retort  upon  the  popular  outcry 
against  "government  by  injunction," 
some  of  our  leading  politicians  have 
manifested  extreme  sensitiveness,  even 
to  the  extent  of  saying  that  a  demand 
for  jury  trial  In  contempt  cases  is  an 
"insidious  attack  upon  the  integrity  of 
our  judicial  system." 


On  the  contrary,  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
timely  cry  against  an  insidious  and 
despotic  usurpation,  by  the  offending 
judges  only;  but  which,  if  allowed  to 
become  precedent,  binding  upon  all 
judges,  will  lead  to  the  denial  of  popu- 
lar liberty,  the  greatest  bulwark  of 
which  is  the  right  of  trial  by  jury. 
Some  of  the  federal  judges  seem  to 
have  been  the  principal  violators  of 
this  right 

He  who  will  read  and  compare  the 
platforms  of  the  Republican,  Demo- 
cratic and  Independence  parties  touch- 
ing this  subject  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  determining  which  speaks  plainest 
for  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases, 
including  contempt. — By  Alvin  H. 
Low,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cah,  attorney  at 
lato,  and  author  of  **Landj  Money  and 
Highways:  Evils  and  Remedies,'*  and 
other  works  on  politioo^conomic  sub- 
jects. 


Workingmen  Unite. 

These  are  times  that  test  men's  con- 
victions. When  opportunity  to  work 
is  fair  and  a  chance  to  get  a  job  is  not 
like  looking  for  a  needle  in  a  hay- 
stack, wage  workers  don't  seriously 
object  to  give  up  a  certain  percentage 
of  their  earnings  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  trade  unionism.  But  with  jobs  at  a 
premium  we  meet  a  different  proposi- 
tion. Everybody  tries  to  hold  on  to 
what  he  has,  and  gives  only  when  he 
absolutely  must.  Thus  a  bad  condi- 
tion is  aggravated  and  made  worse. 
So  far  organized  labor  has  been  able 
to  hold  its  own  and  with  a  little  ma- 
ture thought  and  reflection  the  exist- 
ing unions  will  come  through  all  right 
It  is  always  darkest  just  before  dawn, 
and  the  intensity  of  a  panic  is  felt 
most  as  it  reaches  its  climax.  We 
have  about  arrived  at  that  point 
Don't  falter  now.  Stand  by  your 
union.  Demand  the  products  of  or- 
ganized labor  when  you  provide  your 
wants.  Patronize  dealers  that  adver- 
tise in  your  paper.  Don't  let  any  of 
your  earnings  go  into  channels  op- 
posed to  your  interests.  Point  out  to 
unorganized  fellow  workers  that  their 
standard  of  living  has  been  upheld  by 
the  resistance  of  the  labor  organiza- 
tions. Therefore,  as  a  matter  of  ^f- 
preservation,  they  should  join  the 
unions  of  their  trades,  or  when  none 
exists,  band  themselves  together,  study 
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th«  economic  aspect  confronting  them, 
and  seek  emancipation  in  a  united 
movement  of  the  worlters  of  the  world, 
centering  in  an  industrial  democracy, 
when  no  man,  willing  and  able  to 
work,  need  ever  to  suffer  for  the  things 
that  sustain  life.  Workingmen,  unite! 
Your  emancipation  rests  with  your- 
selves in  concerted  action. — Toledo 
Union  Leader. 


Davis,  Slanderer  of  Debs, 
Expelled. 

Tebre  Haute,  Ind.,  Oct.  9.— Philip  1. 
Davis  of  the  Carpenters*  Union,  and 
vice-president  of  the  Central  Labor 
Union  of  this  city,  the  man  who  fabri- 
cated and  circulated  a  slanderous  pre- 
varication that  Ehigene  V.  Debs  wil- 
fully employed  non-union  labor  on  his 
residence,  was  ousted  at  its  last  meet- 
ing, with  S.  T.  Ingram  of  the  Machin- 
ists' Union  and  financial  secretary  of 
the  Central  Labor  Union  on  charges  of 
dickering  with  the  Republican  party 
which  were  sustained. 

While  the  slanderous  story  of 
Davis  was  not  generally  credited,  sev- 
eral so-called  labor  papers  used  It  In 
an  effort  to  discredit  the  socialist 
party. 

The  Story  and  the  Facjts. 

The  story  was  spun  out  of  an  inci- 
dent last  spring.  While  Mr.  Debs  was 
in  Glrard,  Kans.,  associated  with  the 
Appeal  to  Reason,  his  wife  hired  a 
contracting  carpenter  to  do  work  on 
their  cottage.  This  contractor  had 
done  work  for  Mr.  Debs  before  and 
was  known  to  be  an  employer  of  union 
men  only. 

Mrs.  Debs  learned  that,  unlike  his 
past  custom,  the  contractor  had  non- 
union carpenters  on  the  job.  She  im- 
mediately ordered  the  discontinuance 
of  the  work,  and  sent  the  workmen 
away. 


A  Companion  of  Truth. 

A  Boy's  Estimate  of  EiUOENS  V.  Debs. 

I  remember  as  a  little  lad  of  eight 
or  nine  years  walking  with  my  father 
in  one  of  the  streets  of  Terre  Haute. 
A  tall,  slender,  handsome  young  man 
stopped  to  talk  with  my  father.  At 
first  I  was  fascinated  by  the  way  they 
grasped  hands  and   looked   into  each 


other's  eyes.  I  was  then  impressed 
by  their  animated  conversation.  But 
they  talked  on  and  on  until  it  seemed 
to  me  hours  in  length;  and  finally  I 
began  to  tug  at  my  father's  coat-tails, 
urging  him  to  come  on.  After  a  while 
they  parted,  and  my  father  said  to  me, 
very  seriously,  "You  should  not  inter- 
rupt me,  Robert,  when  I  am  talking. 
That  young  man  is  one  of  the  greatest 
souls  on  this  earth,  and  you  should 
have  listened  to  what  he  said." 

From  time  to  time  afterwards  I 
heard  from  'Gene,  and  many  were  the 
stories  told  of  him.  Everyone  spoke 
of  his  friendship  for  the  poor.  He 
could  never  keep  money  in  his  pocket. 
His  wife  says  he  always  gives  away 
his  clothes  to  those  who  come  to  his 
door;  and  he  gives  his  best  suits, 
never  his  old  ones. 

Once  I  was  told  he  had  a  gold  watch 
of  considerable  value,  which  had  been 
given  to  him,  and  a  fireman  who  had 
been  out  of  work  for  some  time  stopped 
to  say  that  he  had  a  job  offered  on  the 
railroad,  but  he  would  have  to  have  a 
watch  before  he  could  go  to  work.  Im- 
mediately 'Gene  took  out  his  gold 
watch  and  gave  it  to  the  man,  telling 
him  to  return  it  when  he  was  able  to 
buy  one  for  himself. 

These  and  countless  other  stories 
are  told  by  his  fellow  citizens.  Many 
of  them  do  not  understand  'Gene.  His 
views  and  his  work  they  cannot  com- 
prehend, but  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  that  town  loves  him  with  a 
devotion  quite  extraordinary. 

They  say  that  a  prophet  is  without 
honor  In  his  own  country,  but  in  Terre 
Haute  you  will  find  that,  however 
much  they  misunderstand  the  work 
that  'Gene  is  doing,  there  is  not  one 
who  does  not  honor  and  love  him. 

Ask  anyone.  Go  to  the  poor,  the 
vagrant,  the  hobo.  Go  to  the  churches, 
to  the  rich,  to  the  banker,  to  the  trac- 
tion magnate.  You  will  find  that 
every  single  one  will  say  that  'Gene 
has  something  which  other  men  do  not 
possess.  Some  will  say  he  is  rash,  un- 
wise, and  too  radical.  Others  will  say 
that  he  is  too  good  for  this  world,  and 
that  his  visions  and  dreams  are  the 
fanciful  outpourings  of  a  generous  but 
impractical  soul.  But  ask  them  about 
his  character,  his  honesty,  his  sincer- 
ity, and  unconsciously  many  of  them 
will  remove  their  hats. 

Some  of  these  statements  will  seem 
an  exaggeration.    But  one  cannot  avoid 
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that  in  speaking  of  'Gene.  When  one 
who  knows  him  makes  any  statement, 
no  matter  how  moderate,  it  will  seem 
to  others  who  do  not  know  him  an 
exaggeration. 

'Gene  has  followed  Truth  wherever 
she  has  led.  He  does  not  ask  what  is 
politic,  what  is  wise,  what  is  expe- 
dient; he  only  asks  what  is  truth.  He 
loves  Truth  beyond  all  things.  She  is 
his  absolute  mistress,  and  he  has  gone 
with  her  from  riches  to  poverty,  from 
popularity  to  unpopularity.  He  has 
gone  with  her  out  of  great  positions 
into  small  positions.  He  has  stood  up 
for  her  against  all  men.  For  her  he 
has  seemed  at  times  to  sacrifice  all 
earthly  gain,  and  to  accept  without  one 
pang  of  regret  misunderstanding,  mis- 
representation and  almost  universal 
condemnation.  For  her  he  has  been 
momentarily  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  in  the  country,  and  for  her  he  has 
been  her  companion  when  everyone  be- 
lieved in  her,  and  he  has  been  her  com- 
panion when  to  believe  in  her  meant 
to  go  into  prison  stripes,  behind  iron 
bars. 

Sometimes  I  have  differed  with 
'Gene.  I  have  said  to  him  that  what 
he  was  doing  was  unwise,  impolitic, 
dane^erous.  At  such  times,  under  such 
criticism,  he  is  always  kindly,  but  un- 
deterred; and  it  is  his  conscience  that 
answers  you  back  and  asks,  "But  is  it 
right?    Is  it  true?" 

Shortly  after  I  left  college  I  went 
to  live  in  one  of  the  most  poverty- 
stricken  districts  of  Chicago.  One 
Sunday  it  was  announced  that  Eugene 
would  come  there  to  speak.  Thou- 
sand** came  to  hear  him,  and  overflow- 
ing the  hall,  a  multitude  waited  outside 
to  hear  him  speak  from  a  truck. 
After  waiting  for  two  hours,  perhaps, 
'Gene  came  out  and  began  to  speak. 
Most  of  the  audience  were  foreigners 
who  could  hardly  understand  a  word 
of  English,  and  as  I  heard  his  beauti- 
ful words  and  saw  their  wistful,  earn- 
est faces,  I  felt  that  something  more 
powerful,  penetrating  and  articulate 
than  mere  words  was  passing  between 
the  audience  and  the  speaker.  For  a 
moment  it  seemed  to  me  that  a  soul 
was  speaking  from  the  eyes  and  frame 
of  'Gene,  and  that,  regardless  of  dif- 
ference of  language  and  all  the  tradi- 
tional barriers  that  separated  him  from 
the  multitude  about  him,  they  under- 
stood and  believed  all  he  said.  I  re- 
member how  my  heart  beat,  and  how 


tears  began  to  flow  from  my  boyish 
eyes.  I  was  ashamed  for  fear  someone 
would  see  me.  And  it  was  not  because 
of  anything  that  'Gene  was  sajring.  It 
was  solely  because  of  something  back 
of  the  man,  something  greater  than  the 
man,  something  bigger,  mor^  powerful 
and  more  moving  than  any  words  or 
expression.  And  after  the  thing  was 
over  I  went  to  him.  helped  him  on  with 
his  coat,  and  fondled  him  as  I  would 
my  own  father  or  brother.  And  as  we 
went  away  together,  there  kept  com- 
ing into  my  heart  the  words  of  Ruth: 
"Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee  or  to 
return  from  following  after  thee.  For 
whither  thou  goest  I  will  go,  and 
whither  thou  lodgest  I  will  lodge.  Thy 
people  shall  be  my  people  and  thy 
God  my  God." — Robert  Hunter. 


Increase  of  Child  Workers. 

More  than  twice  as  many  children 
are  seeking  employment  this  fall  as 
sought  it  last  fall,  and  there  has  been 
a  decided  falling  off  in  marriages,  ac- 
cording to  the  records  compiled  by  the 
Health  Department  of  New  York  City. 
In  September  last  year  1,300  children, 
fourteen  years  old,  applied  for  certifi- 
cates that  they  might  become  bread 
winners.  Last  month  more  than  2,700 
children  asked  for  employment  certifi- 
cates. 

There  is  only  one  construction  put 
upon  this  unprecedented  increase  by 
the  Health  Board.  That  is  that  a 
larger  number  of  parents  find  them- 
selves at  the  approach  of  winter  with- 
out employment  or  with  their  earning 
capacity  reduced  so  that  the  children'^ 
helD  must  be  enlisted. 

The  apparent  falling  off  in  marriages 
is  almost  as  noticeable  as  is  the  in- 
crease In  the  number  of  children  ask- 
ing to  be  allowed  to  go  to  work,  though 
the  figures  at  the  department  may  be 
misleading,  for  some  clergymen  who 
performed  marriage  ceremonies  may 
not  have  returned  the  certificates,  as 
required  by  law. 


It  is  sometimes  safer  to  back  down 
than  to  get  your  back  up. 


With   the  good   will   of   our  fellow 
men  we  can  sleep  more  sweetly. 


Pleasure  Is  one  of  the  things  that 
are  harder  to  forego  than  to  go  for. 
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Novels  and  Life. 

Pew  «eriou8  men  read  novels.  Now 
and  then  you  hear  someone  say,  ''Life 
is  too  short  to  read  modern  trash." 
Yet  these  men  will  read  Thackeray, 
Dickens,  Kingsley  and  other  novelists 
of  the  past— read  them  to  get  pictures^ 
of  the  old  time,  and  to  find  out  how 
people  lived  then. 

But  we  surely  want  to  know  how 
people  live  now,  and  books  are  being 
written  now  which  mirror  our  life  and 
make  it  understandable. 

Tou  can  find  some  of  the  truth  in 
the  magazines,  and  now  and  then  a 
little  in  the  newspaper  editorials,  but 
you  can  find  all  of  it  in  our  novels. 

We  know,  of  course,  that  Jack  Lon- 
don and  Upton  Sinclair  are  trying  to 
picture  our  life  of  today,  but  few  know 
that  others  are  doing  equally  remark- 
able work. 

Read  David  Graham  Phillips'  "Plum 
Tree"  and  you  will  find  a  masterly 
picture  of  our  political  life.  You  will 
see  how  completely  all  of  us  are  in 
the  hands  of  a  political  oligarchy.  Our 
X>olitlcs  are  run  pretty  much  as  Bar- 
num  ran  his  circus,  and  nearly  all  the 
leaders  are  puppets  worked  by  strings 
from  above.  Phillips  takes  one  into 
secret  conferences  and  caucuses  where- 
in the  men  who  rule  us  are  at  work 
cooking  up  their  political  schemes. 

Read  Winston  Churchiirs  "Mr. 
Crew's  Career."  and  you  will  find  the 
story  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
You  may  think  that  that  stern  people 
of  mountain  and  valley  have  some 
voice  in  the  control  of  their  State.  But 
read  Mr.  Churchill,  and  you  will  learn 
that  all  the  political  power  in  that 
State  is  administered  by  certain  rail- 
road men  from  Room  No.  7.  which  is 
divided  by  a  curtain  from  the  Gov- 
ernor's chamber. 

Read  Brand  Whitlock's  "Turn  of 
the  Balance."  and  you  will  find  a  pic- 
ture of  life  in  one  of  our  great  West- 
em  cities,  wherein  the  powers  that  rule 
are  building  up  anew  all  the  old  forms 
of  oppression.  You  will  find  how 
criminals  at  the  top  prey  upon  tb" 
criminals  at  the  bottom.  You  will 
find  how  busy  and  important  we  think 
ourselves  as  we  pursue  our  routine 
of  making  criminals  of  each  other. 
There  is  no  Justice,  and  we  have  for- 
got humanity.  So  we  prey  upon  each 
other. 


In  Sinclair's  "Metropolis"  you  will 
find  a  picture  of  a  certain  set  of  men 
and  women  whom  we  are  trying  to 
raise  into  the  position  of  an  aristoc- 
racy. Its  vulgarity,  its  immorality, 
its  extravagance,  its  utter  uselessneas, 
will  shock  and  astound  you.  And  per- 
haps even  the  figures — ^because  Mr. 
Sinclair  gives  the  price  of  everything 
— ^will  surprise  you. 

Bdith  Wharton,  in  "The  House  of 
Mirth,"  never  speaks  of  the  price,  but 
she  tells  you  of  the  cost.  It  is  a  pic- 
ture of  the  same  class  that  Sinclair 
tells  about.  It  is  wonderfully  done,  as 
she  sees  to  the  heart  of  things. 

We  all  know  street  girls,  we  all 
know  something  of  the  sadness,  the 
sorrow  and  the  degradatoin  of  human 
life  which  comes  from  poverty;  but 
how  many  of  us  realize  that  this  Is 
only  an  unlovely  repetition  of  what 
happens  at  the  top  also. 

Can  you  imagine  exquisitely  lovely 
women  living  lives  that  border  upon 
habitual  prostitution?  Can  you  im- 
agine what  it  must  mean  to  have 
women  losing  self-respect,  honor, 
everything,  to  gain  some  economic 
footing  in  life?  And  can  you  imagine 
women  selling  body  and  soul  to  escape 
the  dinginess,  the  pain  and  uncer- 
tainty of  the  workaday  world? 

Well,  such  are  Edith  Wharton's 
women,  and  the  fat,  red  beasts  to 
whom  they  sell  themselves  are  too 
disgusting  to  speak  of. 

But  think  a  moment  of  dire  uncer- 
tainties, ever-threatening  bankruptcy 
and  disaster,  of  the  fear  that  the 
slightest  slip  may  send  one  crashing 
from  the  heights  above  into  dirty,  foul 
abysses,  and  you  will  comprehend 
how  none  of  us  are  secure  in  this 
competitive  and  merciless  warfare  of 
modem  capitalism. 

Most  of  us  see  only  a  little  of  life. 
Busy  all  day,  some  of  us  find  time  to 
meet  and  know  only  a  few  friends. 
Others  of  us  touch  life  at  many  points, 
and  see  something  of  its  scope. 

But  the  novelist  takes  you  every- 
where. He  takes  the  rich  into  the 
homes  of  the  poor;  he  takes  the  poor 
into  the  homes  of  the  rich.  There  is 
no  end  to  his  tale,  until  all  life  is 
laid  before  us.  He  is  one  of  the  great 
instruments  of  revolution  in  Russia, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  world  he  has 
done  perhaps  as  much  as  any  other  to 
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teach  man  himself,  his  time,  and 
the  tendencies  of  his  time. — Robert 
Hunter, 


Armless  Man  Tells  of  Great 
Benefits  of  Union  Labor  When 
Misfortunes  Fall. 

Alex.  Miner,  an  electrical  worker  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  with  both  arms  seTered 
at  the  shoulders,  appeared  something 
over  a  year  ago  before  the  delegates 
to  the  Detroit  Federation  of  Labor  and 
told  in  the  following  words  what 
trade  unionism  had  done  for  him: 

"Like  all  young  men,  I  was  much 
given  to  spending  my  money  for  a  good 
time.  I  never  realized  that  some  day 
I  might  be  placed  in  the  position  in 
which  I  now  find  myself,"  said  he. 

**Well,  Just  a  short  time  before  I  met 
with  the  accident  in  which  I  lost  my 
arms  I  was  married.  I  was  employed 
as  an  electrician  in  Albany.  Wife  and 
I  had  Just  gotten  our  little  home,  such 
«as  it  was,  furnished  and  I  had  only  |16 
to  my  credit  in  the  bank. 

Willing  to  Wobk. 

"Of  course,  I  should  have  had  more. 
I  regret  that  I  spent  my  money  so  free- 
ly for  a  good  time.  But  my  wife  and 
I  were  both  young.  I  was  strong  and 
healthy  and  willing  to  work.  No  sign 
of  calamity  appeared  on  our  horizon 
when  I  went  to  work  that  fateful 
morning. 

"How  I  was  brought  home  I  never 
knew.  I  remembered  being  given  the 
fatal  order  which  gave  me  the  shock 
and  burned  my  two  arms  so  they  had 
to  be  amputated  at  the  shoulder.  The 
foreman  couldn't  remember  this.  The 
company  couldn't  see  that  it  was  re- 
sponsible for  my  injury.  The  fore- 
man's poor  memory  saved  them  the  ex- 
pense of  my  bill  at  the  hospital  and  a 
damage  suit.  It  cost  me  my  two  good 
arms  and  left  us,  wife  and  I,  penniless. 

11,600  IN  Bank.  . 

"I  said  I  had  $16  when  I  went  to 
work  that  morning.  I  had  more  than 
that.  I  had  a  membership  card  in  the 
Electrical  Workers'  Union.  It  was 
about  a  year  and  two  months  before  I 
was  again  able  to  be  on  the  street. 
These  empty  sleeves  were  dangling  by 
my  side.  But  all  my  bills  had  been 
paid  and  there  was  $1,500  in  the  Al- 


bany bank  to  my  credit  Who  put  it 
there?  The  company?  No.  It  was  the 
trade  union,  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Albany.  It  had  come  unsolicited,  and 
only  God  knows  what  the  little  wife 
would  have  done  had  it  not  been  for 
the  trade  union  movement 

"My  two  arms  are  gone,  but  so  long 
as  there  is  a  heart  distributing  red 
blood  to  this  mangled  body,  my  voice 
will  be  raised  in  defense  of  the  labor 
organizations" 

Miner's  story  was  told  in  a  faltering 
voice  and  deeply  affected  the  delegates 
present.  His  armless  sleeves  and  his 
simple  tale  spoke  more  eloquently  for 
the  cause  of  organized  labor  than  all 
the  theoretical  argument  ever  present- 
ed by  its  most  able  speakers.  It  Is  sure 
that  no  more  Impressive  or  pathetic 
incident  ever  occurred  on  the  floor  ot 
the  Detroit  Federation  of  Labor. 


Why  America  is  Behind. 

Why  is  it  that  German  business 
men  will  offer  prize-money  for  safety- 
devices,  while  American  business  men 
so  generally  fall  to  adopt  them  even 
when  they  have  already  been  invented, 
even  when  they  are  well  known  and 
cheap,  even  when  they  are  required  by 
law? 

The  difference  is  not  In  personal 
character.  If  it  were,  it  would  be  the 
Americans  that  would  be  buying  the 
safety-devices.  The  individual  Amer- 
ican is  the  kindliest  man  living.  He 
can't  even  keep  his  children  out  of  the 
Jam  closet  (though  he  knows  it's  bad 
in  the  long  run  for  their  teeth),  be- 
cause the  immediate  sight  of  unhap- 
plness  makes  him  uncomfortable.  He 
Is  soft-hearted  to  a  fault  with  his  fam- 
ily and  his  friends.  Personally,  indi- 
vidually, the  American  Is  charitable 
and  humane  beyond  the  charity  and 
humanity  of  the  Inhabitants  of  any 
other  country  In  the  world.  The  fact 
that  the  particular  country  he  owns 
and  operates  Is  the  world's  Industrial 
slaughterhouse  Is  a  paradox  In  Inter- 
national character. 

Mr.  Edgar  T.  Davles,  factory  In- 
spector of  Illinois  (and  one  of  the  most 
practical  and  shortest-haired  reformers 
in  the  country),  says  that  in  the  year 
1906  in  the  factories  of  Illinois  a  hun- 
dred men  were  killed,  or  crippled  for 
life,  by  one  little  shop  Institution 
called   the  set-screw.      The    set-screw 
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stands  up  from  the  surface  of  rapidly- 
revolving  shafts  and,  as  It  turns,  it 
catches  dangerously  at  hands  and 
clothes.  It  Is  no  unchangeable  pro- 
vision of  nature.  For  thirty-five  cents, 
says  Mr*  Davies,  this  danger-device 
could  be  recast  Into  a  safety-device. 
For  thirty-five  cents  the  projecting  top 
of  the  set-screw  could  be  sunk  flush 
with  the  rest  of  the  whirling  surface 
of  the  shaft,  and  then  no  sleeve  could 
be  entangled  by  it,  no  human  body 
could  be  swung  and  thrown  by  it,  no 
woman  could  be  widowed  by  It. 

The  Germans  have  a  law  that  makes 
them  better  than  they  naturally  would 
be.  We  have  a  law  that  conceals  the 
real,  hideous  nature  and  the  real,  ap- 
palling cost  of  Industrial  acoldents 
from  our  eyes,  and  makes  us  blindly 
and  artificially  selfish  and  cruel  and 
brutal. 

Every  injured  German  workman,  no 
matter  how  he  was  injured,  whether 
by  his  own  fault,  by  the  fault  of  his 
employer,  or  by  nobody's  fault,  draws 
a  regular  weekly  compensation  either 
from  the  sickness-insurance  fund  or 
from  the  accident-insurance  fund  until 
he  is  able  to  go  back  to  work  again. — 
Winiam  Hard,  in  the  October  Every- 
hody*8. 


Locked-Out  Tailors  Win  in 
Los  Angeles. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the 
Citizen  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.: 

"For  over  a  year  the  struggle  be- 
tween the  tailors'  union  and  the  em- 
ploying tailors  of  Los  Angeles  dragged 
along.  The  union  tailors  were  the  vic- 
tims of  a  lockout  precipitated  by  the 
bosses.  At  the  time  of  the  lockout  the 
bosses  carried  large  advertisements  in 
the  Los  Angeles  Times,  "Gen."  Otis' 
scab  paper,  publishing  their  determin- 
ation to  run  their  shops  without  union 
help,  and  bidding  for  the  trade  of  'free 
and  independent  American  citizens.' 
At  the  time  of  these  publications,  the 
Citizen  predicted  that  the  workers 
would  win.  That  they  have  done  so 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  all  of  the 
shops  affected  by  the  lockout  have 
signed  up  with  the  union  men,  and 
several  more  that  never  employed 
union  help  before  the  lockout  have  also 
signed." 


The  Tortured  Millions. 

The  cry  of  the  tortured  millions  rises 

to  me 
Like  the  cry  of  a  glacial  river  in  its 

gorge 
And    the    smoke    of    their    suffering 

surges  upward  to  me 
Like  the  mighty  clouds  of  the  twilight 

valley  lands. 
I  shut  my  lids  in  the  dark  and  I  see 

them  toiling. 
The  burdened  backs  and  the  glazing 

eyes  and  the  fettered  hands. 

They  are  dying  that  I  may  live,  the 

tortured  millions. 
By  the  Ohio  River,  the  Euphrates,  the 

Rhone. 
They  wring  from  the  rocks  my  gold, 

the  tortured  millions; 
Sleepless  all  night  they  mix  my  daily 

bread; 
With  heavy  feet  they  are  trampling 

out  my  vintage; 
They  go  to  a  hungry  grave  that  I  may 

be  fed. 

They  do  not  know  my  face  from  a 
million  f^es, 

Nor  have  I  ever  beheld  those  poor  op- 
pressed. 

I  only  hear  the  sound  of  their  groans 
In  the  valley, 

The  hiss  and  the  grind  and  the  heat  of 
their  torture-wheels. 

Engine  and  oven  and  murderous  flying 
loom. 

Poison  of  dust  and  faces  sheet-white  In 
the  gloom. 

I    do   not   demand   their   service,   no, 

not  I. 
They  are  my  slaves  whom  I  wish  to 

be  free  and  happy, 
But   I   may  not  free  them  or  thank 

them  or  mercy  cry. 
Hunger  and  thirst  and  cold  and  aching 

bodies, 
This  Is  the  priceless  price  that  buys 

my  health. 
Emptiness,  hopelessness,  pitiful  wick- 
edness, this. 
This  is  the  stuff  I  sew  for  the  purse 

of  my  wealth. 

What  shall  I  do  for  my  slaves  who 

work  without  hire, 
What  shall   I  do,  I  who  have  asked 

them  not? 
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Shall  I  fold  my  hands  on  my  mountain- 
peak  in  silence? 

This  is  the  natural  order,  this  the  com- 
mon lot. 

I  will  call  to  them,  I  who  am  one  but 
(they  are  many, 

To  cease  their  toil;  but  no,  they  know 
me  not. 

I  wtarm  my  hands  at  the  fires  of  ruin- 
ing houses; 

On  a  dying  mother's  breast  I  sink  my 
head; 

Last  night  my  feet  were  faint  from 
idleness, 

I  bathed  my  feet  in  blood  her  children 
shed. 

Oh  thou  eternal  Law,  I  wish  this  not 
to  be. 

Nay,  raise  them  from  the  dust  and 
punish  me. 

— Florence    Wilkinson,    in    McClure'a 
Magazine, 


What  is  Done   for   the  Unem- 
ployed in  European  Countries. 

The  results  of  a  study  by  W.  D.  P. 
Bliss  of  what  is  being  done  for  the  un- 
employed in  European  countries  are 
presented  in  Bulletin  No.  76  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labor,  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Labor.  In  their  treat- 
ment of  the  problem  E2uropean  coun- 
tries usually  recognize  three  general 
classes  of  the  unemployed — the  em- 
ployable, the  unemployaiWe  and  the 
vagrant,  the  incorrigible,  or  more  or 
less  vicious. 

The  principal  agency  everywhere  for 
dealing  with  the  employable  is  the  em- 
ployment bureau,  both  private  and 
public,  but  colonization  and  various 
efforts  to  get  men  "back  to  the  land" 
in  their  home  countries  is  also  im- 
portant. 

Public  employment  bureaus  in  Ger- 
many have  grown  rapidly  in  the  last 
twenty  years,  both  in  numbers  and  effi- 
ciency. In  a  recent  year,  for  example, 
according  to  an  official  report,  there 
were  in  Germany  over  400  public  em- 
ployment bureaus,  finding  places  in 
that  year  for  some  550,000  persons.  In 
France  also  the  public  bureau  has  be- 
come very  important,  the  law  since 
1904  making  the  maintenance  of  such 
bureaus  compulsory  in  all  towns  of 
10,000  or  over. 


In  Great  Britain  a  means  of  r^ief 
for  the  trade-union  man  out  of  work 
which  has  been  developed  to  great  pro- 
portions is  the  trade  union  out-of- 
work  benefit 

In  the  "Ghent"  system  the  trade 
union  out-of-work  benefit  is  supple- 
mented by  the  addition  of  sums  con- 
tributed by  the  municipal  or  com- 
munal, or  in  some  cases  the  provincial 
or  general  government.  This  system 
has  been  largely  developed  throughout 
Belgium  and  has  spread  to  other  coun- 
tries, notably  France.  In  Switzerland 
the  attempts  to  establish  a  system  of 
insurance  against  unemployment  have 
attracted  much  attention,  'though  they 
can  not  be  said  to  have  been  success- 
ful. 

Great  Britain.  Germany  and  France 
have  furnished  valuable  experience  in 
the  management  of  temporary  relief 
works.  In  Germany  and  to  a  less  ex- 
tent  in  B^ance  the  provision  of  muni- 
cipal relief  work  has  come  to  be  gen- 
eral in  the  larger  cities  during  Che 
winter  season. 

In  Germany,  Switzerland  and  Ger- 
man Austria  "home  shelters"  are  or- 
ganized into  a  general  system  of  homes 
or  hotels  for  workingmen  traveling  in 
search  of  work  in  all  the  larger  cities 
and  towns.  Here  workmen  can  find 
lodging  for  a  nig^t  or  two  either  by 
paying  a  small  sum  or,  if  unable  to 
pay,  by  doing  a  little  work  in  the 
morning.  These  are  in  all  cases  pri- 
vate institutions,  maintained  in  many 
cases  by  trade  unions,  or  not  infre- 
quently by  religious  societies. 

Connected  with  these  home  shelters 
there  has  been  developed,  particularly 
in  southern  Germany  and  a  few  other 
portions  of  the  German  empire  a 
system  of  smaller  relief  stations  under 
government  administration  or  support 
These  relief  stations  are  already  organ- 
ized in  many  portions  of  the  empire 
in  such  numbers  as  to  be  within  walk- 
ing distance  of  each  other  and  all  are 
connected  by  telephone.  A  workman 
traveling  in  search  of  work  can  go 
from  shelter  to  shelter  and  at  every 
point  learn  in  which  direction  he  can 
look  for  work  with  the  mort  hope  o^ 
success.  If  unable  to  pay  for  his  shel- 
ter, he  is  required  to  work  in  the 
morning  and  travel  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  time  he  can  stay  at  any  one 
shelter  is  strictly  limited.  L^sla- 
tion  has  been  enacted  in  Prussia  look- 
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ing  to  the  establishment  of  this  system 
all  over  that  kingdom.  In  the  cantons 
of  Switzerland,  which  have  accepted 
the  system,  and  in  considerable  por- 
tions of  Germany,  tramps  and  irre- 
sponsible vagrants  have  largely  disap- 
peared from  the  community. 

The  most  notable  efforts  in  dealing 
with  the  unemployable  are  the  so- 
called  "labor  colonies"  of  Germany  and 
the  less  known  but  successful  colonies 
of  Switzerland.  The  German  colonies, 
which  have  grown  rapidly,  so  that 
there  are  now  thirty  in  various  parts 
of  the  empire,  are  agricultural  col- 
onies, maintained  almost  wholly  by 
private  philanthropy,  where  any  work- 
man unable  to  find  work  can  sheKer 
so  long  as  he  conforms  to  the  rules  of 
the  colony.  He  is  free  to  go  a4:  any 
time,  but  while  in  the  colony  must  do 
the  work  assigned  to  him.  The  actual 
criminals  are  sent  to  penal  establish- 
ments. The  better  grading  of  various 
classes  of  labor  colonies  for  various 
classes  of  the  unemployed  is  the  aim 
of  the  Swiss  colonies,  most  of  which, 
however,  are  in  their  beginnings. 
Akin  to  the  labor  colonies  are  the 
penal  colonies,  notably  of  Belgium, 
Switzerland  and  Holland,  to  which  are 
sent  those  arrested  for  begging,  per- 
sistent idleness,  and  other  minor  of- 
fenses. 


WILL  SHELTER  UNEMPLOYED 


Violation  of  injunction  SurfNisses 
Everything. 

**Call  the  jury  for  the  next  case," 
said  the  Judge. 

'^ay  it  please  the  court,"  said  the 
prosecuting  attorney.  **the  prisoner  at 
bar  is  not  entitled  to  a  jury.    He — " 

'•Why,  even  the  oneriest  chicken- 
thief  is  entitled  to  a  trial  by  Jury," 
exclaimed  the  Judge.  ''It  is  the  in- 
alienable right  of  every  man  charged 
with—" 

"But  this  is  a  union  man  charged 
with  having  violated  your  order  not  to 
approach  a  strike-breaker  with  intent 
to  influence  him." 

"What?  Prisoner,  stand  up!  You 
have  committed  a  crime  which  is  so 
much  worse  than  murder,  rape,  incest, 
arson,  infanticide,  homicide,  patricide, 
matricide  or  fratricide  that  you  have 
forfeited  all  right  to  a  trial  by  jury. 
Solitary  confinement  for  six  months. 
Call  the  next  case!" — Lincoln  Wage- 
worker. 


New  York  Docic  Commissioner 
Favors  Structures  for  10,000 
Homeless  Men. 


With  50,000  men  unemployed  in  New 
York  City,  and  10,000  of  them  without 
homes,  the  Shelter  Committee  of  the 
Unemployed  Bureau,  solicits  the  city's 
aid  in  rendering  assistance  to  them. 

H.  T.  McCormack,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  has  communicated  with 
Dock  Commissioner  Spooner  with  a 
view  of  securing  the  recreation  piers 
as  places  of  shelter.  There  are  twenty- 
seven  of  these  piers.  The  committee 
'suggests  that  they  be  inclosed  and 
otherwise  made  comfortable. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  committee, 
as  they  have  verbally  stated,  to  heat 
the  inclosed  buildings  by  stoves  and 
to  place  cots  for  sleeping  accommoda- 
tions for  the  unemployed.  No  fee  is 
to  be  charged  for  the  use  of  the  build- 
ing and  it  is  to  be  confined  to  those 
who  are  bona  fide  seekers  after  work. 
In  case  employment  is  obtainable  and 
a  man  refuses  to  accept  it,  he  will  be 
detyarred  from  the  use  of  ♦the  bailding 


Child  Labor. 

The  New  York  World  has  this  to  say 
on  child  labor: 

Whose  was  the  mighty  brain  that 
conceived  the  resolution  adapted  by 
the  National  Association  of  Manufac- 
turers protesting  that  "we  have  had 
excess  agitations  under  the  guise  of 
moral  crusades,  such  as  child  labor, 
railway  reform,  and  similar  move- 
ments, which  are  excellent  and  desir- 
able in  reasonable  measure,  but  not  so 
when  pressed  to  the  hazard  of  vested 
interests  and  property?" 

What  did  the  insistent  demand- 
long  ago  heeded  by  many  State  legis- 
latures— for  laws  restricting  the  em- 
ployment of  children  in  mills  and  fac- 
tories have  to  do  with  precipitating 
the  panic  and  disturbing  "normal  busi- 
ness"? Bv«^n  if  the  agitators  against 
child  labor  did  annoy  a  certeln  class 
of  employers  and  manufacturers,  what 
then?  If  they  are  the  kind  of  men 
who  in  their  business  have  little  re- 
gard for  the  natural  right  of  children 
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to  grow  and  be  healthy  for  their  own 
good  and  the  welfare  of  the  race,  they 
are  precisely  the  kind  of  people  who 
deserve  to  be  annoyed. 

There  are  no  vested  interests  so  Im- 
portant to  preserve  as  normal  condi- 
tionfl  for  boys  and  girls  who  will  be 
fathers  and  mothers  of  another  gener- 
ation. 

And  the  famous  poet.  Edwin  Mark- 
ham,  considers  child  labor  "the  silent 
tragedy."  About  it  he  writes  in  the 
Success  Magazine  as  follows: 

'TTie  National  Bureau  of  Labor  is 
now  making  an  extended  investigation 
into  the  condition  of  women*  and  chil- 
dren in  our  American  industries. 
Light  Is  certainly  needed  on  this  grave 
matter.  A  nation  that  will  not  care 
for  its  working  women  and  children 
should  have  Its  name  blotted  from  the 
book  of  life. 

"Most  piteous  is  the  silent  tragedy 
of  the  working  child— the  child  who  Is 
In  the  era  of  machinery  whirled  in  for 
the  first  thne  to  slave  by  the  side  of 
grown-up  men.  The  sacrifice  of  chil- 
dren in  some  sudden  catastrophe 
arouses  the  instant  compassion,  the 
swift  defense  of  the  nation.  With 
quick  accord  the  people  demand  that 
no  more  forever  shall  there  be  a 
Slocum,  or  a*  Beyertown,  or  a  Collin- 
wood  disaster.  But  If  we  could  all 
realize  the  long  misery,  the  distressful 
torture,  the  sure  destruction  of  the 
host  of  little  ones  drawn  into  child  la- 
bor, little  ones  dying  sometimes  as 
surely,  though  seldom  as  spectacularly, 
as  the  children  of  the  world-watched 
tragedies — if  we  could  realize,  how  long 
think  you,  friends,  would  this  crime 
of  civilization  stand  against  the 
cyclone  blast  of  an  aroused  public 
opinion?  Child  labor  has  come  in  so 
gradually,  it  is  carried  on  so  quietly. 
It  Is  defended  so  skilfully  by  those 
Interested  in  grinding  children  Into 
dividends,  that  few  parents  of  America 
realize  that  even  the  deficient  census 
of  eight  years  ago  gives  a  total  of 
nearly  two  million  children  under  four- 
teen at  work  in  wage-earning  labors.'' 


of  three  gigantic  horses,  passed  by  oa 
Its  way  to  the  docks.  It  was  piled 
eave-high  with  life-preservers,  which 
were  to  be  shipped  to  sonie  South 
American  country.  "See,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,"  shouted  the  megaphone 
man,  gesticulating  with  his  Instru- 
ment, "a  load  of  life  preservers  on  its 
way  to  Wall  Street  An  illustration  of 
the  perilous  position  of  the  financiers. 
The  brokers  down  here  have  run  so 
nrach  water  Into  their  stocks  today 
that  they  have  to  wear  preservers  to 
get  out." — Ex. 


Now  and  then  the  barkers  on  the 
Seeing  New  York  autos  say  something 
really  worth  while.  The  other  day 
one  of  these  unwieldy  craft  was  cruis- 
ing through  the  Wall  Street  district. 
As  it  stopped  for  a  second  in  the  out- 
skirts, a  huge  wagon,  drawn  by  a  team 


Shall  individual  Liberty  be 
Preserved? 

That  is  the  question  of  the  hour.  It 
Is  one  that  not  only  applies  to  the 
workman  who  carries  a  card  of  mem- 
bership in  a  labor  union,  trat  it  is  one 
that  applies  and  must  appeal  to  the 
unorganized,  for  those  conditions  that 
affect  the  liberty  of  the  union  work- 
men most  assuredly  affect  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  unorganized 
wage-earners.  In  the  campaign  Just 
ended  corporate  interests  again  at- 
tempted to  deceive,  coerce  and  frighten 
the  worklngmen  of  our  country  Into 
voting  for  those  candidates  whose  elec- 
tion meant  a  still  greater  interference 
with  their  individual  liberty,  which 
can  only  be  maintained  by  collective 
action,  and  which  they  are  constantly 
seeking  to  destroy.  One  of  the  strong- 
est weapons  was  the  appeal  to  the 
workingmen's  stomachs,  which  re- 
sounded the  country  over.  The  work- 
man was  told,  "Elect  this  man  and 
elect  that  man  to  office,  and  you  win 
surely  carry  a  full  dinner  pall." 

Is  it  not  about  time,  brothers,  that 
the  intelligence  of  the  worlonen  was 
appealed  to,  and  not  their  stomachs, 
to  decide  the  questions  that  so  vitally 
affect  our  welfare?  God  forbid  that 
there  shall  ever  come  a  time  in  the 
affairs  of  our  beloved  country  when 
the  right  of  the  workmen  to  earn  a 
livelihood  will  depen^  upon  their  cast- 
ing their  ballot  for  any  particular  man 
or  party.  Such  shackles  of  slavery 
must  be  forever  removed. 

There  is  grave  danger  in  the  cry  of 
"full  stomachs  if  this  man  Is  elected 
and  empty  ones  if  the  other  man  Is 
given  power."  Those  who  would 
coerce,    intimidate    and    enslave   tbe 
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workman  by  such  a  process  should  be 
silenced,  once  and  forever,  on  such 
damnable  propositions.  In  this  twen- 
tieth century  Intelligence  must  settle 
all  affairs  of  State.  Nothing  else.  It 
is  certainly  true  that  there  have  been 
thousands  of  empty  stomachs  among 
the  men  of  our  craft  and  of  all  other 
crafts  during  the  past  year  of  depres- 
sion, but  speaking  for  the  bricklayers, 
masons  and  plasterers  of  the  country, 
their  intelligence  is  going  to  decide  as 
to  whom  they  shall  vote  for  when  they 
go  to  the  ballot  box  on  the  third  day 
of  Norember  next,  and  not  their 
stomachs. 

Organized  worKmen  have  suffered 
the  pangs  of  hunger  time  and  time 
again.  Yes,  they  have  stood  by  and 
seen  their  loved  ones  cry  for  bread 
while  they  were  flgh^ting  for  better 
conditions,  for  hotter  living  wages,  for 
reasonable  hours  of  toil,  and  for  the 
right  as  individuals  to  associate  them- 
selves with  their  brothers  to  obtain 
and  maintain  these  better  conditions, 
and  which  they  are  stfll  fighting  for 
today. 

Is  it  to  be  expected  then,  after  hav- 
ing struggled  so  bravely  amid  misery 
and  want  to  secure  and  maintain  free- 
dom on  the  economic  field,  that  they 
are  going  to  surrender  their  freedom 
and  individual  liberty  on  the  political 
field  to  those  who  would  destroy  every 
vestige  of  unionism?  We  say  a  thou- 
sand times  No!  Their  intelligence  will 
guide  them  and  their  convictions  ar- 
rived at  they  will  march  to  the  ballot 
box  like  true  patriots  and  cast  their 
ballot  as  their  conscience  dictates,  re- 
gardless of  the  unworthy  and  con- 
temiptible  threats  of  any  em/ployer  or 
soulless  corporation.  If  the  right  to 
vote  according  to  one's  own  conscience 
means  a  further  punishment  at  the 
hands  of  capitalistic  interests,  then  we 
are  willing  to  suffer  still  further  in 
order  that  individual  liberty  shall  live. 
— The  Bricklayer  and  Mason. 


Wendell  Phillips's  Advice. 

My  advice  to  workingmen  is  this: 
If  you  want  power  in  this  country;  if 
you  want  to  make  yourselves  felt:  if 
you  do  not  want  your  children  to  wait 
long  years  before  they  have  the  bread 
on  the  table  they  ought  to  have,  the 
opportunities    in    life   they   ought   to 


have;  if  you  don't  want  to  wait  your- 
selves— ^write  on  your  banner,  so  that 
every  politician,  no  matter  how  short- 
sighted he  may  be,  can  read  it: 

"We  never  forget!  If  you  launch 
the  arrow  of  sarcasm  at  labor,  we 
never  forget;  if  there  is  a  division  in 
Congress,  and  you  throw  your  vote  in 
the  wrong  scale,  we  never  forget!  You 
may  go  down  on  your  knees  and  say, 
'I  am  sorry  I  did  the  act.'  and  we  will 
say,  'It  will  avail  you  in  heaven,  but 
on  this  side  of  the  grave,  never!'" 

So  that  a  man  in  taking  up  the  la- 
bor question  will  know  he  is  dealing 
with  a  hair-trig^r  pistol,  and  will  say, 
"I  am  to  be  true  to  Justice  and  man; 
otherwise  I  am  a  dead  duck." 


Shall  Union  Men  be  Fined  and 
Imprisoned  for  Telling  the 
Truth? 

The  Butter Ick  Publishing  Company 
is  endeavoring  to  have  the  New  York 
Supreme  Ck>urt  fine  and  imprison  the 
officers  of  Typographical  Union  No.  e 
because  they  have  told  the  truth  about 
the  unfair  stand  of  that  concern  to- 
ward organized  labor.  No.  6  has  not 
at  any  time  asked,  and  will  never  ask, 
you  to 

Boycott  Buttebiok  Pboducts. 

But  Big  6  pointed  out  the  fact  that 
on  Nov.  24,  1905,  this  firm  locked  out 
their  union  employes  and  have  ever 
since  employed  non-union  men  at  low 
wages  and  for  long  hours.  No.  6  is  a 
law-abiding  body  and  insists  that  It 
had  legal  and  moral  right  to  tell  you 
that 

You  Do  Not  Have  to  Pubohase  Goods 
BIadb  by  Non-unionists. 

Furthermore,  no  Judge  can  compel 
you,  by  injunction  or  otherwise,  to  give 
your  patronage  where  you  do  not  wish 
to  give  it.  When  the  law  is  invoked 
to  aid  this  concern  in  a  purely  busi- 
ness disagreement  with  its  employes 
it  is  a  sure  indication  that  organized 
labor  is  exercising  its  inalienable  right 
to  spend  the  wages  earned  under  union 
conditions  with  those  dealers  who 
favor  union  conditions. 

Brother  Unionists — For  three  years 
Typographical  Union  No.  6  has  been 
trying  to  unionize  the  composing-room 
of  the  Butterick  Publishing  Company, 
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which  oon«em  on  Nov.  24,  1905,  locked 
Odit  its  union  compositors  for  allegiance 
to  their  obligation  as  union  men.  When 
conciliatory  orertures  by  our  ofllcers 
were  refused  by  that  comQanj,  our 
union  inaugurated  a  campaign  of  edu- 
caition  and  publicity  with  such  telling 
effect  that  the  Butterick  Comfmny  is 
now  attempting  to  prove  that  twenty- 
seven  of  our  members  tare  criminals 
for  placing  the  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth,  before  the  public. 

As  a  result  of  Big  6*s  exploitation— 
within  the  law — of  the  unfairness  of 
the  Butterick  methods,  the  friends  of 
organized  lalbor,  exercising  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  individuals  to  buy 
from  whom  they  please,  are  placing 
their  patronage  with  those  who  evince 
a  disposition  to  treat  with  more  fair- 
ness an  organization  possessing  an  un- 
blemished record  for  business  in- 
tegrity. 

We  ask,  Brother  Unionists,  that  you 
aid  us  by  giving  your  membership 
and  their  friends  the  truth  concerning 
the  attitude  of  the  pattern  trust  to- 
ward organized  labor  generally  and 
Typographical  Union  No.  6  in  particu- 
lar. 

Tell  the  public  the  facts. 

They  will  do  the  rest. 

Yours  fraternally, 

James  Toole,  Pres, 


First- 


Unions   Should   Hire  a 
Class  Lawyer/' 

Mr.  Roosevelt  has  found  a  new 
reason  why  the  labor  unions  should 
support  Mr.  Taft,  says  the  New  York 
World, 

Two  years  ago  a  very  oppressive  in- 
junction was  Issued  against  the  strik- 
ing employes  of  a  Milwaukee  concern. 
The  editor  of  a  labor  paper  went  to 
Washington  to  consult  the  President. 
Mr.  Roosevelt  called  Secretary  Taft 
into  conference.  Mr.  Taft  said  the  in- 
junction was  unjust,  that  it  co^ld  be 
modified  and  that  the  union  should 
hire  a  "first-class  lawyer."  He  recom- 
mended Frederick  N.  Judson  of  St. 
Louis.  Thereupon  the  union  retained 
Mr.  Judson  and  he  has  won  its  case  in 
the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals. 

Mr.  Taft's  advice  to  the  union  was 
excellent.  Mr.  Judson  is  a  good  law- 
yer for  anybody  to  have.  Once  Mr. 
Roosevelt  appointed  Mr.  Judson  to  act 


with  Judge  Harmon  in  investigating 
the  Santa  Fe  rebate  cases.  Mr.  Judson 
and  Mr.  Harmon  reported  that  **guilt 
is  always  personal,"  and  that  Paul 
Morton,  then  a  member  of  Mr.  Roose- 
velt's cabinet,  ought  to  be  prosecuted. 
Mr.  Roosevelt  tore  up  the  report  and 
protected  the  former  vice-president  of 
the  Santa  Fe. 

Had  Mr.  Roosevelt,  like  the  Iron 
Moulders*  Union,  followed  Mr.  Jud- 
son's  advice,  he,  too,  might  have  won 
his  case,  but  where  would  Paul  Morton 
be?  There  are  times  when  a  **flrst- 
class  lawyer"  is  an  embarrassment. 


Incomes  not  Keeping  Pace  with 
Cost  of  Living. 

The  average  wages  per  hour  in  the 
principal  manufacturing  and  mechan- 
ical industries  of  the  country  were  3.7 
per  cent,  higher  in  1907  than  in  1906, 
while  retail  prices  for  food  were  4.2 
per  cent,  higher,  according  to  the  July 
report  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor.  The 
regular  hours  of  labor  per  week  were 
four-tenths  of  1  per  cent,  lower  and 
the  number  of  employes  in  establish- 
ments investigated  by  the  bureau 
showed  an  increase  of  1  per  cent.  The 
purchasing  power  of  an  hour  wage,  as 
measured  by  food,  was  less  in  1907 
than  in  1906,  the  decrease  being  one- 
half  of  1  per  cent. 

The  reports  show  that,  as  compared 
with  the  average  for  the  ten-year 
period  1890  to  1899,  the  average  wage 
per  hour  in  1907  was  28.8  per  cent 
higher,  the  number  of  employes  44.4 
per  cent,  greater  and  a  decrease  of  5 
per  cent,  in  the  average  hours  of  labor 
per  week.  The  retail  price  of  prin- 
cipal articles  of  food  was  20.6  per  cent 
higher  in  1907  than  for  the  period  1890 
to  1899.  Compared  with  the  average 
for  the  same  ten  years'  period  the  food 
purchasing  power  of  an  hour's  wage  in 
1907  was  6.8  per  cent  greater. 

The  report  adds  that  the  greatest 
increase  in  wages  per  hour  was  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  the  in- 
crease being  12.9  per  cent  In  the 
paper  and  wood  pulp  industry  there 
was  an  increase  in  wages  per  hour  of 
10.1  per  cent. ;  in  silk,  woolen  and  wor- 
sted goods  Industry,  6.4  per  cent.;  in 
the  glass  industry  and  street  and 
sewer  work,  increase  of  5.6  per  cent 
Of  the  establishments  investigated  two 
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showed  an  increase  of  10  per  cent,  in 
hourly  wages,  eififht  industries  an  in- 
crease of  5  per  cent.,  and  thirty  in- 
dustries an  increase  of  less  than  5  per 
cent.  In  one  industry — iron  and  steel — 
there  was  a  decrease  of  0.9  per  cent,  in 
wages.  The  investigation  made  by  the 
bureau  covers  those  industries  in 
which  the  wages  paid  in  one  year  were 
110,000,000  or  more. 

The  report  represents  the  retail 
price  of  thirty  staple  food  commodities 
as  sold  in  sixty-eight  localities  in  the 
United  States  by  1,014  dealers.  Retail 
prices  of  food  in  1907  were  higher 
than  in  any  other  year  of  the  eighteen- 
year  period  above  named. 


''Scab''  Fined  $100  for  Using 
Union  Label. 

Milwaukee  is  said  to  have  more 
union  printing  offices  than  before  the 
eight-hour  day  strike  began. 

The  secret  of  satisfactory  transac- 
tions between  employers'  organizations 
and  workmen's  unions  in  trade  agree- 
ments is  frankness  and  the  discour- 
agement of  trickiness  by  either.  Jus- 
tice should  rule  for  both.  We  are  all 
brothers  in  the  trade,  all  making  our 
living  in  it;  let  us  work  together  in 
harmony. — Printing  Trade  News, 

Boss  McKay,  one  of  the  little  open- 
shoppers  in  Cleveland,  who  says  the 
union  label  is  no  good,  and  was  caught 
red-handed  using  a  label  on  a  scab  Job, 
was  fined  $100  in  the  police  court. 


Honest  Mike  Donnelly. 

Michael  Donnelly,  formerly  interna- 
tional president  of  the  butcher  work- 
men, is  working  in  a  stone  yard  in 
Kansas  City  at  |2  a  day.  The  former 
labor  leader,  while  suffering  for  the 
necessities  of  life,  has  been  charged 
with  building  mansions  on  Michigan 
boulevard.  The  truth  of  Donnelly's 
situation  was  made  known  by  John  J. 
Joyce,  an  old  member  of  the  beef 
butchers'  union  of  Chicago,  who  said 
that  Donnelly  had  been  more  misrep- 
resented than  any  man  in  the  labor 
movement.  Donnelly  was  head  of  the 
butcher  workmen  at  the  time  of  the 
strike  of  1904.  Donnelly  was  in  favor 
of  the  offers  made  by  the  packers  after 
arbitration,  but  was  outvoted  and  came 
under  suspicion  of  the  butchers.     At 


an  election  of  the  Chicago  Federation 
of  Labor  he  was  assaulted  and  brutally 
beaten,  and,  while  lying  unconscious, 
was  kicked  in  the  head  and  eyes.  Since 
then  he  has  vainly  sought  employment 
in  other  cities  as  a  sheep  butcher. — 
Bakers*  Journal. 


THE  CASE  FOR  POUREN 


Outlook  Hopeful,  but  Work 
Must  Go  On. 


Mr.  Simon  O.  Pollock,  of  counsel 
for  Jan  Janoff  Pouren,  the  Lettish 
revolutionist  whom  the  Russian  gov- 
ernment is  trying  to  get  extradited 
from  the  United  States,  where  he 
took  refuge  after  the  close  of  the 
"revolutionary  days"  of  1905-06,  being 
asked  for  a  statement  as  to  the  pres- 
ent status  of  the  case  and  the  prob- 
able results,  expressed  much  hope 
that  the  Czar's  attempt  will  be  de- 
feated, but  urged  that  efforts  on  be- 
half of  Pouren  be  not  relaxed  until  a 
final  order  of  release  is  carried  into 
effect.    Mr.  Pollock  said: 

'•The  Pouren  case  has  Justly 
aroused  great  interest.  It  is  of  his- 
torical importance.  If  Pouren  should 
be  sent  back,  a  precedent  will  be 
established  which  will  be  abundantly 
used  by  the  Russian  government 
against  other  revolutionists  and  will 
result  in  the  abolition  of  the  right 
of  political  asylum  in  the  United 
States.  It  is,  therefore,  of  interna- 
tional significance  and  will  affect  the 
revolutionary  movement  all  over  the 
world.  At  this  time  two  great  coun- 
tries and  their  peoples  await  the  out- 
come of  the  case  with  great  anxiety." 

Not  a  Common  Cbiminal. 

Pouren  was  arrested  on  January 
9,  1908.  As  soon  as  the  protocols  of 
the  Russian  government  reached  the 
court  and  were  examined  it  became 
manifest  that  Pouren  was  a  revolu- 
tionist and  was  demanded  by  the  Rus- 
sian government  with  a  view  to  pun- 
ishing him  for  political  offenses.  First 
one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  govern- 
ment says: 

"At  the  time  of  the  revolutionary 
movement  he  (Pouren)  took  part  in 
it." 
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In  addition  to  this  general  state- 
ment that  whenever  Pouren  and  his 
comrades  had  attacked  them  or  fined 
them,  or  whenever  they  closed  up  the 
inns,  declarations  were  made  that  all 
of  that  was  done  ibecause  the  at- 
tacked parties  were  spies,  helped  sol- 
diers to  hunt  the  revolutionists  or 
otherwise  opposed  the  revolution. 
From  the  papers  it  also  appears  that 
the  "Brothers  of  the  Woods,"  under 
which  name  the  revolutionary  bands 
were  known,  were  hiding  in  the 
forests  of  Lavland,  that  Pouren  was 
hiding  with  them  there,  that  the 
troops  were  searching  for  him  and 
that  his  neighbors  who  had  been  sus- 
pected of  having  sheltered  him  were 
subjected  by  the  troops  to  corporal 
punishment;  that  field  court»-martial 
had  been  in  operation,  and  .that  two 
of  Pouren's  confederates,  Karl  Akker- 
man  and  Martin  Luss,  who  were 
charged  with  the  same  offenses,  were 
shot  under  sentence  of  a  field  court- 
martial. 

From  these  admissions  and  from 
the  established  fact  that  capital  pun- 
ishment in  Russia  is  imposed  for  po- 
litical offenses  only,  and  that  Pouren 
was  charged  with  the  offenses  for 
which  Akkerman  and  Luss  had  been 
shot,  it  was  clear  that  Pouren  was 
a  revolutionist  and  that  his  acts  were 
incidental  to  actual  revolutionary  war- 
fare. But,  last,  not  least — the  Rus- 
sian government  in  its  application  to 
the  United  States,  wherein  various 
laws,  which  had  been  violated  by 
Pouren,  are  recited,  quotes  Section 
1450  of  the  Russian  Penal  Ck>de. 
which  punishes  offenses  committed 
during  "a  rising  against  the  estab- 
lished authorities."  In  view  of  this 
ofllcial  declaration  there  was  no  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  counsel  about  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  and  about  the  object 
of  the  proceedings. 

CzAB*8  Agents  Bungled. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  Russian 
government  wanted  Pouren  for  politi- 
cal reasons.  It  was  unfortunate  for  it 
that  the  officials  who  had  prepared  the 
papers  against  Pouren  had  made  state- 
ments which  exposed  the  object  of  the 
government.  But  the  fact  was  there 
and  could  not  he  eradicated  from  the 
protocols.  For  that  reason  counsel  be- 
lieved it  hardly  necessary  to  offer 
such  evidence  in  defense.  They  based 
their  contention  upon  the  elementary 


rule  of  law,  that  when  a  complaining 
party  makes  admissions  favoring  its 
opponent,  the  latter  need  not  offer  any 
proof  of  the  admitted  facts.  Neverthe- 
less, counsel  did  offer  proof  of  an  ex- 
planatory nature,  consisting  of  books 
on  the  history  of  the  Baltic  revolution 
written  hy  men  both  favorable  and 
hostile  to  it,  and  also  of  documents  and 
statements  emanating  from  the  highest 
officials  of  the  Russian  empire.  Official 
copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  Second 
Duma  were  brought  from  Washington, 
official  orders  of  the  Livland  Governor 
were  brought  from  Riga,  Russian  laws 
were  introduced  in  evidence  and  all 
this  established  the  fact  that  the  acts 
which  were  charged  against  Pouren 
were  officially  described  by  the  Livland 
Oovemor  as  revolutionary  acts,  that 
martial  law  had  been  proclaimed  and 
field  courts^martlal  established  for  the 
purpose  of  quelling  the  revolution: 
that  the  "Brothers  of  the  Woods"  were 
a  revolutionary  organization,  and  that 
this  had  also  been  declared  in  the  Sec- 
ond Duma  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, Makaroff. 

The  Bubning  of  the  Inns. 

Among  other  things  the  setting  of 
Inns  on  fire  were  shown  to  be  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  were  governmental 
and  baronial  monopolies;  that  the 
Revolutionary  Peasants'  Congress  held 
In  Riga  In  November.  1906.  decided  to 
close  them  up.  that  the  small  republics 
in  various  villages  approved  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Congress  and  direct- 
ed the  revolutionary  militia  to  exter- 
minate the  inns  as  a  source  of  revenue 
for  the  government  and  a  source  of 
corruption  for  the  people,  and  that  the 
setting  of  Inns  on  fire  was  the  extreme 
measure  adopted  by  the  "Brothers  of 
the  Woods"  only  after  the  Inn-keepers 
had  refused  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
revolutionary  township  committees. 
The  attorneys  for  the  Russian  govern- 
ment did  not  offer  any  denial.  It  was 
therefore  unnecessary  to  show  Pour- 
en's  character  by  witnesses,  and  then 
there  was  danger  that  should  Pouren's 
acts  not  be  found  by  the  Commissioner 
to  be  revolutionary,  his  friends  would 
be  considered  his  accomplices  and 
would  share  his  fate,  and  since  It  was 
Impossible  to  foretell  the  decisions  of 
the  Commissioner,  counsel,  after  care- 
ful consideration,  decided  that  they 
had  no  right  to  put  in  Jeopardy  the 
lives  of  others,  In  order  to  save  the 
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life  of  one.  But  with  all  that  it  has 
been  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  all  un- 
biased lawyers  that  counsel  did  not 
have  to  offer  any  proof  by  witnesses 
in  view  of  the  admissions  above  re- 
cited. Pouren's  comrades,  however, 
continually  knocked  at  the  door  of 
counsel,  offering  their  testimony  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  danger  that  they 
might  put  themselves  in. 

The  Appeal  to  WAsniNOTOW. 

Mr.  Pollock,  as  one  of  counsel,  was 
unwilling  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  result  of  the  appeal  to  Washington, 
which  followed  Commissioner  Shields' 
decision  against  Pouren.  Although  the 
prisoner  was  technically  "released,"  he 
was  re-arrested  on  a  second  warrant  at 
the  same  time,  so  that  he  did  not  en- 
Joy  a  day  of  liberty.  Under  the  order 
from  the  Department  of  State  a  second 
hearing  is  now  being  held  before  Con^ 
missioner  Hitchcock.  Although  the 
Russian  government  attempted  to  op- 
pose any  re-opening  of  the  case,  it  was 
not  able  to  carry  its  point  and  was 
even  compelled  by  the  pressure  of  pub- 
lic opinion  to  consent  to  receiving  as 
part  of  the  new  hearing  the  record  of 
all  the  previous  proceedings,  so  that 
the  new  proceedings  begin  with  the  in- 
troduction of  the  new  evidence,  "which 
positively  establishes  the  point  that 
Pouren's  acts  were  those  of  a  revolu- 
tionist, not  of  a  criminal. 

Pouren  has  now  been  in  confinement 
for  ten  months,  facing  the  possibility 
of  an  adverse  decision,  which  would 
mean  return  to  Russia  and  to  certain 
torture  and  death.  That  torture  is 
used  there  is  not  only  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral knowledge;  it  has  been  formally 
proved  by  the  so-called  Pergament  Re- 
port submitted  to  the  Second  Duma  as 
a  result  of  the  interpellation  of  Deputy 
Ohsoi:  this  report  has  been  introduced 
as  evidenr,e  In  the  present  case;  among 
other  things  it  shows  that  Pouren's 
little  daughter  was  tortured  by  the 
police  in  a  vain  attempt  to  force  her  to 
betray  hor  father's  hiding  place. 

A  National  Issue. 

Mr.  Pollock  concluded: 

The  witnesses  will  come  iback  and 
tell  their  story  of  privation  and  strug- 
gle and  Pouren's  part  in  it.  We  know 
now  that  they  will  not  be  molested 
because  of  their  testimony.  The  issue 
has  become  a  national  one.  Men  and 
women    of    all    tendencies    stand    by 


Pouren.  Journalists  of  national  prom- 
inence woke  up  to  the  importance  of 
the  situation.  Out  of  1,650  American 
newspapers  and  magazines  which  re- 
ceived the  literature  of  the  Pouren 
Defense  Conference,  a  great  many 
responded.  The  resolutions  of  hun- 
dreds of  labor  organizations,  fraternal 
societies,  churches,  national  bodies, 
etc.,  brought  it  home  to  the  Washing- 
ton officials  that  they  dare  not  fra- 
ternize with  the  Russian  Czar,  and 
while  the  new  proceedings  will  not 
last  long,  the  agitation  must  not  cease 
and  the  voice  of  the  land  be  vigor- 
ously heard. 


REBEL  SLOWLY 

PUT  TO  DEATH 


Horrible  Torture  Inflicted  on 
Vassilief  Whom  Swiss  Re- 
turned to  Czar. 


Penza,  Russia,  Nov.  5. — The  dread- 
ful details  of  the  execution  of  the 
death  sentence  against  Vassilief,  who 
shot  the  chief  of  police  here  last  July, 
have  Just  leaked  out  through  socialist 
channels. 

Vassilief  is  being  slowly,  very  slowly 
tortured  to  death  in  the  prison  here. 
He  is  confined  in  a  subterranean  cham- 
ber into  which  not  the  faintest  ray  of 
light  can  penetrate.  The  chamber  is 
too  short  to  permit  him  to  lie  down 
and  the  ceiling  is  too  low  to  permit 
him  to  stand  up. 

The  Hobbob  Chambeb. 

The  walls  of  this  horrible  chamber 
are  cushioned  so  that  not  the  slightest 
sound  can  penetrate  them.  There  is 
absolute  darkness  and  silence.  The 
prisoner  is  fed  at  very  infrequent  in- 
tervals, and  then  Just  enough  to  pro- 
long his  agony.  He  sees  and  hears  ab- 
solutely nothing  but  the  sound  of  his 
own  voice  for  days  at  a  time. 

It  is  a  miracle  that  Vassilief  has  not 
lost  his  reason  before  this.  He  is  an 
exceptionally  strong  man,  both  phys- 
ically and  mentally,  however,  and  the 
police  count  upon  his  endurance  to  pro- 
long the  torture  for  months  before 
madness  or  death  6omes  to  his  relief. 
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SWITZEBLAND   Is   TO  BlAMS. 

It  was  to  this  shameful  torture  that 
the  republic  of  Switzerland  returned 
Vassllief  on  the  demand  of  the  Czar. 
The  crime  with  which  he  is  charged 
was  provoked  by  the  horrible  torture 
of  a  young  girl  socialist  by  the  chief  of 
police  whom  Vassllief  shot  The  girl 
was  a  cousin  of  his,  and  it  was  when 
driven  to  a  frenzy  by  her  wrongs  that 
he  took  the  law  into  his  own  hands  and 
shot  the  chief  of  police  while  the  latter 
was  riding  through  the  streets. 

(Ed.  Note.— This  is  the  fate  await- 
ing Jan  Pouren  if  the  people  of  this 
country  permit  the  beneficent  govern- 
ment at  Washington  to  deliver  this 
political  refugee  into  the  hands  of  that 
bloodthirsty  monster,  the  Czar  of  Rus- 
sia.) 


Some  Neglected  First  Principles 

What  shall  a  sturdy  man  do  who  has 
not  "the  price  of  a  meal?"  Clearly,  he 
must  go  to  work  and  earn  it.  But  if 
none  will  give  him  work?  Right  here 
we  impose  the  death  penalty  for  his 
failure — we  sentence  him  to  starvation. 

He  can  escape  this  punishment  in  no 
way  that  is  lawful;  we  have  had  the 
foresight  to  see  that  by  laws  against 
robbery,  theft  and  mendicancy.  Mere 
vagrancy,  too,  is  a  crime;  if  "without 
visible  means  of  support,"  a  man  may 
be  sent  to  Jail. 

If,  like  "the  Son  of  Man,"  he  "hath 
not  where  to  lay  his  head,"  he  will  be 
safer  from  the  rest  of  us  if  he  pack  it 
about  with  him,  remaining  awake  or 
sleeping  afoot.  He  might  sleep  in  the 
park  or  on  a  wharf,  or  In  some  other 
unconsidered  place.  That  would  be  no 
great  hardship  to  society,  but  it  would 
do  him  good,  and  we  have  provided 
against  it. 

Laws  against  robbery  and  theft  are 
just  and  necessary;  those  against  beg- 
^ng  are  unnecessary  and  unjust. 
What  makes  them  unjust  is  that  we  do 
not  assure  work  to  those  alble  and  will- 
ing to  work.  To  say  to  a  penniless  and 
hungry  man,  "You  may  ask  for  emnlo" 
ment.  but  if  it  is  refused  you  shall  not 
ask  for  bread" — that  is  a  monstrous 
and  shameful  tyranny. 

There  is  one  way  out  of  this  moral 
impasse.  Since  the  state  cannot  per- 
mit the  Individual  to  rob  or  steal,  it 
should  provide  him  with  employment; 
there  is  no  other  way  to  preserve  hi^ 


life  and  his  self-reapect  So  plain  is 
this  duty  of  society  to  the  individual 
that  it  is  no  less  than  astonishing  that 
it  ever  could  have  been  overlooked,  or 
questioned  when  pointed  out. 

The  employment  should  not,  of 
course,  carry  a  wage  that  would  tempt 
the  recipient  to  withdraw  himself  per 
manently  from  private  industries,  but 
it  should  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  wolf 
outside  his  door — ^to  tide  him  over  his 
period  of  sharpest  need. 

This  is  not  an  anarchistic  proposal; 
no  proposal  can  be  that  if  it  aim  to 
remove  an  imperative  compulsion  to 
lawlessness.  If  it  is  socialistic,  then 
socialism  may  claim  the  glory  of  ad- 
vocating an  indisputable  reform — ^the 
adding  to  the  Ten  Thousand  Command- 
ments thundered  from  the  political 
Sinai  one  with  a  negative  that  is  not 
prohibitive,  but  benevolent,  carrying 
not  a  threat,  but  a  promise:  "Thou 
Shalt  not  starve." 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislatures,  how 
long  do  you  propose  indulging  your- 
selves in  the  happiness  of  contemplat- 
ing indigence  as  a  capital  offense? — 
Ambrose  Bierce,  in  CoamopoHtan. 


Was  J.  Carlos  Becker  Sliot? 

The  following,  taken  from  the  Mid- 
West  Eagle,  has  to  do  with  an  ex-mem- 
ber of  this  union,  who  years  ago  was 
a  frequent  contributor  to  our  Joub- 
kal: 
An  Eaole  Revolutionist  to  Be  Shot 

Oct.  25th  Unless  United  States 
Intervenes. 

Tbasba,  Ecuador,  South  America, 
Aug.  26,  1908. — To  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles:  Brothers— This  notifies 
you  and  asks  you  your  aid.  I  am  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot  on  Oct.  25th,  for  the 
insurrection  of  June  25th,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  you  to  act  quickly  or  it 
will  be  too  late.  I  was  induced  to  come 
here  from  Panama  to  work  on  the 
Guayaquil  ft  Quito  Railway  as  conduc- 
tor, and  after  working  for  five  months 
was  discharged  and  my  wages  upheld. 
They  owe  me  over  |640  gold,  and 
owing  to  the  prestdent  of  the  republic 
being  a  stockholder  could  not  secure 
any  justice.  Over  fifty  Americans  were 
defrauded  out  of  three  to  nine  months' 
wages  and  when  they  brought  suit  they 
always  lost,  as  every  judge  in  Guaya- 
quil has  been  corrupted  by  the  Har- 
mon-Alfaro  syndicate,  which  is  build- 
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ing  the  railway.  Despairing  of  getting 
my  wages,  no  money  in  my  pocket,  and 
hungry,  I  joined  the  forces  of  the 
revolution,  and  after  a  hard  battle  we 
were  defeated,  and  I,  wounded,  was 
captured.  In  a  few  days  I  faced  a 
consul  de  guera  verbal  (court  mar- 
tial), and  after  a  lengthy  trial  was 
found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  shot. 
On  July  3d  I  was  reprieved  until  Oct 
25th.  As  I  am  incommunicado  it  is 
hard  for  me  to  find  out  what  is  going 
on  outside  the  Panoptico  (peniten- 
tiary), but  some  news  leaks  in  occa- 
sionally. The  revolutionists  are  in  the 
western  forests  and  are  fighting  as 
Monteneros  (guerillas),  and  I  under- 
stand have  captured  some  very  influ- 
ential prisoners,  and  openly  threaten 
to  execute  them  as  a  reprisal  if  they 
kill  us.  Six  of  us  are  condemned  to 
die.  The  American  minister  told  the 
president  to  shoot  me;  and  then,  be- 
coming afraid  of  his  life,  ran  away  on 
the  yacht  Cavalier,  leaving  a  charge 
d'affaires.  The  name  of  the  minister 
is  William  C.  Fox.  The  constitution 
of  Ecuador  prohibits  capital  punish- 
ment, but  what  is  a  little  thing  like  a 
Spanish  constitution,  which  is  changed 
every  time  a  new  president  seizes  the 
throne?  So  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  American  minister,  I  am  t" 
be  shot.  If  the  worst  comes  I  shall 
show  them  that  an  American  knows 
how  to  die  as  well  as  live.  But  if  you 
will  act,  have  your  Congressman  as'- 
the  State  Department  to  ask  mercy 
for  me,  and  also  ask  them  to  notify  th^ 
American  minister  to  secure  my 
money  for  me,  before  I  am  expelled  to 
Peru  and  land  there  without  a  cent. 
So,  brothers  please  aid  me.  Act  at 
once.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon, 
I  am.      Fraternally  yours, 

Jose  Carlos  Becker, 
EX'Memher  Newton,  Kan.,  Aerie. 


Handed  Him  One. 

A  young  man  who  had  not  been  mar- 
ried long  remarked  at  the  dinner  table 
the  other  day:  "My  dear,  I  wish  you 
could  make  bread  such  as  mother  used 
to  make."  The  bride  smiled,  and  an- 
swered in  a  voice  that  did  not  tremble, 
"Well,  dear,  I  wish  you  could  make  the 
dough  that  father  used  to  make." — 
Erie  Union  Labor  Journal. 


Giving  is  the  only  way  of  gaining. 


"Do-All  Organization." 

To  organize  a  railway  employes' 
protective  association  in  this  State,  or 
elsewhere  for  that  matter,  seems  to  us 
to  be  a  peculiar  undertaking.  True, 
the  unorganized  might  benefit  by  any 
kind  of  an  organization,  and  really  we 
would  encourage  these  employes  to 
accept  the  helping  hand  of  their  em- 
ployer in  effecting,  even  a  mutual  or- 
ganization, for  through  such  an  or- 
ganization the  unorganized  would  re* 
ceive,  at  least,  an  insight  of  what  or 
ganization  means.  After  they  were 
shown  that  such  an  organization 
would  assist  their  employers,  they 
would,  in  all  probability,  organize  one 
of  their  own,  and  thereby  receive 
benefits  by  their  united  efforts.  But 
no  organization  of  employes,  or- 
ganized for  the  benefit  of  employes, 
can  successfully  launch,  guide  and 
maintain  an  organization  along  the 
same  lines  for  the  employer.  One  or 
the  other  must  go  out  of  business. 
There  is  no  manner  of  reasoning  by 
which  they  both  can  exist.  In  making 
these  stateihents,  we  do  not  question 
the  right  of  any  employe,  though  a 
member  already  of  one  of  our  protec- 
tive organizations,  of  taking  unto  him- 
self an  obligation  in  another  protec- 
tive organization,  unless,  however, 
one  obligation  should  clash  with  the 
other,  and  in  which  case,  of  course,  we 
suggest  that  a  careful  investigation 
should  then  be  made,  and  which  we 
should  suggest  would  impair  one  or 
the  other  of  the  organizations.  If  we 
are  organized  to  combat  the  employer, 
then  could  we  consistently  organize 
upon  the  same  lines  to  protect  the  em- 
ployer? We  think  not.  In  asking  for 
legislation  that  will  protect  the  em- 
ploye, shall  we  say  to  the  legislator 
that  we  must  not  offend  our  employer 
when  to  enact  our  legislation  he  must 
do  this  very  thing?  Let  us  be  fair 
with  ourselves,  and  fair  with  our  em- 
ployers. Let  us  also  be  fair  as  citi- 
zens of  our  State.  Must  we  live  for 
the  one  thing  only^the  right  to  work? 
Have  we  no  other  object  in  view?  Do 
we  care  nothing  for  our  neighbors, 
our  associates,  or  our  children,  except 
that  we  work,  and  get  all  we  can  for 
that  work?  Has  capital,  in  all  its  un- 
dertakings, ever  shown  any  interest  in 
labor,  except  through  its  purst  strings? 
Could  it  be  otherwise? — Texas  Railway 
Journal. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


89d 


JOURNAL  OF  THM  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


Gosed  Shop  Up  There. 

All  his  life  in  an  unfair  shop 

He'd  earned  (?)  his  daily  bread; 
They  burled  him  in  an  unfair  grave 

When  the  unfair  man  was  dead. 
He  had  an  unfair  doctor, 

And  he  had  an  unfair  nurse. 
And  he  had  an  unfair  coffin. 

And  he  had  an  unfair  hearse. 

They  put  him  in  an  unfair  grave 
When  he  was  good  and  dead; 

The  only  time  he  was  ever  good. 
Was  what  the  people  said. 

And  then  he  went  to  heaven, 
But  St.  Peter,  with  a  grin, 

Said  "You  have  to  show  a  union  card 

.   Before  you  enter  in." 

He  went  down  to  the  other  place. 

And  Satan  said,  "My  friend, 
I've  waited  long  for  you  to  come," 

And  placed  him  on  the  end 
Of  a  good  old-fashioned  toasting  fork, 

And  he  wriggled  like  a  crab. 
But  Satan  said,  "There's  an  oven  here 

Made  specially  for  a  scab.      — Ex, 


The  Handy  Courts. 

The  courts  are  about  the  handiest 
thing  a  capitalist  can  own.  Take  the 
case  of  Guggenheim  of  Colorado,  for 
Instance.  This  gentleman  bought  him 
a  legislature,  and  was  sent  up  to  the 
senate  for  six  years.  Then  some  of  the 
anti-Guggenheims  got  sore  and  fixed 
them  up  a  party  of  their  own.  They 
were  all  but  successful  in  securing  a 
place  on  the  ticket  when  Guggenheim 
put  them  entirely  out  of  the  game  by 
a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Three  of  the  judges  that  voted  against 
the  anti-Guggenheim  ticket  were  them- 
selves Guggenheim  men.  There  used 
to  be  a  soft  drink  that  was  advertised 
to  "make  you  proud."  Sure  capitalist 
politics  makes  you  proud,  in  this  West- 
ern instance,  and  also  in  another  re- 
ported from  the  Bast  the  same  day. 
The  Massachusetts  Supreme  Court  has 
unanimously  decided  that  a  union  can- 
not fine  a  member  for  working  with  a 
scab.  An  injunction  did  the  work 
here.  If  it  keeps  on,  about  the  only 
thing  left  for  a  union  to  do  will  be  to 
hold  a  weekly  prayer-meeting. — The 
(Dallas,  Tex.)  Laborer, 


The  Perfect  State. 

Where  is  the  perfect  state? 
'Tis  where  no  palace  stands 
Trembling  on  shifting  sands, 
Morning  and  night; 
'Tis  where  the  soil  is  free, 
Where,  far  as  eye  may  see, 
Scattered  o'er  hill  and  lea. 
Homesteads  abound. 
Where  clean  and  broad  and  sweet 
(Market,  square,  lane  and  street. 
Belted  by  league  of  wheat) 
Cities  are  found. 

Where  is  the  perfect  state? 
Tis  where  no  lives  are  seen 
Huddled  in  lanes  unclean, 
Cryin-g  for  food; 
'Tis  where  the  home  is  pure, 
'Tis  where  the  bread  is  sure, 
'Tis  where  the  wants  are  fewer. 
And  each  want  fed; 
Where  plenty  and  peace  abide. 
Where  health  dwells  heavenly  eyed. 
Where,  in  nooks  beautified, 
Slumber  the  dead. 

— Robert  Buchanan. 


Fear  of  the  Bath 

It  will  come  as  a  shock  to  some 
readers  to  learn  that  one  of  the  most 
serious  occupations  of  a  fifteenth  cen- 
tury wife  was  to  protect  her  husband 
from  fleas! 

Taking  into  consideration,  however, 
the  horror  with  which  the  people  of 
those  days  regarded  cold  water  and 
clean  clothes,  it  is  not  surprising  to 
learn  that  the  question  of  exterminat- 
ing these  insects  made  life  a  burden. 

Cleanliness  was  not  only  looked 
upon  as  a  dangerous  custom,  but  a 
positive  sin.  The  soul  alone  was  re- 
garded as  of  any  importance,  so  that 
the  neglect  of  the  body  became  so  much 
a  virtue  that  a  bath  was  only  allowed 
in  cases  of  illness.  At  any  rate,  water 
had  no  place  Tn  the  toilet  of  a  grand 
monarque.  His  valet,  after  pouring 
spirits  of  wine  over  the  hands  of  his 
Majesty,  passed  a  comb  through  his 
hair,  thus  completing  his  toilet  for  the 
day. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  however, 
cleanliness  was  carried  to  such  an  ex- 
cess that  an  ESngli^man  was  expected 
to  wash  his  face  "nearly  every  day." 
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So  rapidly  did  the  custom  spread  that 
it  was  necessary  to  issue  a  solemn 
warning  that  the  practice  of  using 
water  for  this  purpose  "injures  the 
eyesight,  engenders  toothache  and  ca- 
tarrh, renders  the  complexion  color- 
less, and  makes  the  skin  susceptible  to 
cold  in  the  winter  and  heat  in  the 
summer." 

Washing  seems  to  have  been  more 
popular  in  the  eighteenth  century  in 
Prance  than  in  England.  This  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  water  was  forbidden  in 
the  former  country.  The  bath  to  this 
day  in  France  is  regarded  as  a  more  or 
less  serious  event,  and  a  popular 
French  author  declares  that  no  self- 
respecting  unmarried  woman  even 
thinks  of  taking  one  in  the  privacy  of 
her  own  room  unless  suitably  attired 
for  the  occasion  in  a  respectable  bath- 
ing dress. 

A  lost  art,  according  to  M.  Franklin 
in  "La  Ciyilite  du  XIII.  au  XIX. 
Siecle/'  Is  that  of  blowing  one's  nose. 
Today  it  is  a  more  or  less  perfunctory 
necessity,  but  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury it  was  an  accomplishment  One 
person  Imitated  the  blast  of  a  trumpet, 
another  the  screeching  of  a  cat.  Pos- 
sibly snuff-taking,  which  was  the  fash- 
ionable habit  of  that  day,  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  its  accomplishments, 
perfection  In  which  consisted  in 
making  "neither  too  much  nor  too 
little  noise." 

Another  noteworthy  fact  of  the  eti- 
quette of  those  days  is  that  nobody 
ever  knocked  at  the  door.  The  correct 
thing  was  to  scratch  softly  with  the 
nail  of  the  linger,  which  the  dandies 
of  the  day  kept  extremely  long.  Eti- 
quette was  so  rigid,  in  fact,  that  it  is 
said  that  the  Duchesse  de  Montpensier 
spent  a  quarter  of  her  life  in  mental 
torture  as  to  whether  dlfTerent  indi- 
viduals admitted  to  her  presence  were 
entitled  to  sit  on  chairs  with  backs 
or  only  on  stools. — Ex. 


Hooray  for  Bunk! 

A  horny-handed  son  of  toil  made  his 
way  home  at  a  very  late  hour.  He 
had  been  attending  a  political  meeting 
and  was  full  of  spirits. 

Overflowing  with  enthusiasm,  he 
awakened  the  partner  of  his  Joys  and 
sorrows.  "M-Marie,  wake  up!  Shay, 
It  wuz  g-great!" 


"What  was  great,"  his  spouse  drow- 
sily inquired,  and  without  waiting  for 
an  answer,  "Did  you  get  a  Job?" 

'^ope.  But  Jus'  the  shame  'Onor- 
able  Justice  Bunk  made  a  g-great 
speech.    Hie — hooray  fer  Bunk!" 

"Did  he  say  when  the  factories 
would  reopen,  John?"  Mrs.  Homy- 
hand  clutched  her  husband's  arm — 
"John,  did  he  say  when  you  would  get 
back  your  place  in  the  mill?  Was 
anything  said  about  the  hard  times? 
Did  he  say  ansrthing  about  the 
working  people?  Campaign  speakers 
usually  do." 

"You  bet.  Shed— hie— 'Merican 
workingmen  g-greatest  on  earth." 

"He  said  that?"  queried  the  po- 
litical inferior  of  the  voting  sovereign. 

"Betcher  life." 

"And  you  believe  him?" 

"S-Bure— ain't  it  sor' 

Mrs.  H.  slept  but  little  that  night. 
A  couple  of  days  later  the  daily  paper 
stated  that  application  had  been  made 
to  have  John  Homyhand  committed 
to  an  institution  the  inmates  of  which 
are  on  a  political  equality  with 
women. — Ben,  Blumenherg. 


Little  Drops  of  Water. 

Mrs.  Julia  Carney,  who  died  in 
Oalesburg,  111.,  this  week,  was  not  a 
famous  author,  but  she  wrote  one  of 
the  most  quoted  poems  in  the  E^nglish 
language — a  Jingle  beginning.  "Little 
Drops  of  Water,  Little  Grains  of 
Sand."  She  was  bom  in  Lancaster, 
Mass.,  April  6. 1823,  and  spent  her  girl- 
hood there.  She  taught  school  in  Bos- 
ton and  Philadelphia.  As  a  child  she 
wrote  poetry  and  her  first  poems  were 
published  when  she  was  14.  "Little 
Drops  of  Water"  was  written  in  1845 
for  a  Sunday-school  exercise  and  was 
published  first  in  leaflet  form.  For 
years  Mrs.  Carney  occupied  the  poet's 
comer  in  the  Trumpet,  and  contrib- 
uted many  articles,  both  prose  and 
poetry,  for  the  Christian  Freeman^  the 
Ladies'  Repository,  and  other  period- 
icals. In  1849  she  married  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Camey.  a  Universallst 
clergyman.  TTie  authorship  of  "Little 
Drops  of  Water"  has  often  been  ques- 
tioned, and  the  New  York  Times,  in 
an  editorial  notice  of  Mrs.  Carney's 
death  doubts  her  claim  to  authorship 
of  the  first  stanza  of  the  moral  poem. 
The    poem,     says    the     Times,     "has 
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seemed  an  age-old  proverb,  as  unlikely 
to  be  recorded  among  the  works  of  a 
poet  with  a  name  as  Thirty  Days  Hath 
Septemiber.' "  Is  it  not  a  fairer  infer- 
ence that  she  had  heard  the  jingle  in 
her  infancy,  asks  the  Times,  and  "find- 
ing it  new  to  the  cultured  Bostonians 
of  her  vicinage,  was  tempted  to  elab- 
orate it?  Shakespeare,  Spencer,  and 
the  other  great  ones  thus  adapted  the 
unidentifiable  trifies  of  their  era."  If 
such  were  thecase  there  would  be  little 
difficulty  in  tracing  the  lines  back  be- 
fore Mrs.  Carney's  day.  All  the  evi- 
dence goes  to  show  that  the  New  Eng- 
land school  teacher  was  the  rightful 
owner  of  "Little  Drops  of  Water." 


Orders  Powerful  Engines. 

Three  Baldwin  balance  compound  10- 
wheel  passenger  engines,  guaranteed 
to  haul  twelve  Pullman  cars  at  an 
average  speed  of  a  mile  a  minute, 
have  been  ordered  by  the  Nashville, 
Chattanooga  /ft  St.  Louis.  Each  will 
weigh  147  tons,  when  in  working  order, 
with  a  tender  capacity  of  twelve  tons 
of  coal  and  5.500  gallons  of  water. 
The  three  engines  will  cost  between 
$60,000  and  $75,000. 


Remittance   Roll  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  October  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  were 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
October,  per  section  7  of  the  constitu- 
tion: 

Oct.  1st— Lodges  13,  33,  34,  142,  191, 
203. 

Oct.  2d— Lodges  5,  77,  96,  122,  152. 
177,  188,  194,  228. 

Oct.  3d— Lodges  3,  29,  38,  40,  52,  64, 
73,  74.  92,  97,  99,  110,  113.  116,  123,  143, 
155,  173,  176,  179,  193,  199. 

Oct.  5th— Lodges  6.  20,  22,  23,  30,  32. 
37,   41,   42,   46.   56,   57,   65,   78,   80,   82, 

89,  93,  104,  108,  112,  115,  126,  133,  141, 
144,  146,  147,  149,  154,  166,  172,  174, 
181    183    201. 

Oct.  6th— Lodges  1,  10,  12,  45,  55,  61, 
68.  69,  70,  84,  107,  129,  138,  202,  208, 
210   229. 

Oct.  7th— Lodges  2.  7.  8,  11,  17,  27, 
31,  36.  39.  43,  47.  48,  54,  71.  81,  85.  88, 

90,  95,  105,  106,  110,  114.  128.  134,  175, 
189,  200,  204,  209,  225. 


Oct  8th— Lodges  4,  14,  18,  24,  28,  35, 
44,  63,  79,  98,  100,  109,  117,  119,  136, 
137,  145,  158,  162.  197,  198,  217.  221, 
224. 

Oct  9th— Lodges  19,  21,  53.  60,  76, 
83.  120,  127,  167,  169,  190,  214,  218. 

Oct  10th— Lodges  9,  16,  25,  26,  60, 
51.  58.  59.  62.  67,  72,  87,  91,  94,  101, 
102.  103,  111.  118.  125,  151.  180,  184, 
206,  220,  226,  230. 

Oct  14— Lodge  160  with  fine  of  $1.10 
for  being  late. 

Oct  20th— Lodge  49  with  fine  of 
$2.10;  also  Lodge  124  with  fine  of  40c 
for  being  late. 

Up  to  date  of  going  to  press,  Oct 
14th.  the  reports  of  the  following 
lodges  have  not  yet  been  received: 
Lodge  66.  17.  182  and  216.  all  subject 
to  fine. 

Up  to  date  Lodge  67  has  not  paid 
the  fine  of  $8.90  for  being  late  in  April 
last,  and  Lodge  120  still  owes  fine  of 
$1.20  for  July. 

Members  should  interest  themselves 
and  see  that  the  report  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  honor  roll  every  month. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  10c  per  capita  shall 
be  imposed  on  all  lodges  whose  re- 
ports are  not  received  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month, 
and  hereafter  the  number  of  all  lodges, 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month,  will  also  be  given 
in  this  report. 

There  is  in  England  a  9-month-old 
boy  who  has  never  been  kissed.  His 
parents  have  set  up  the  following  rules 
in  a  conspicuous  place,  near  the  en- 
trance to  their  home: 

"Don't  kiss  the  baby. 

"Don't  handle  baby  unless  your 
hands  are  very,  very  clean. 

"Don't  bring  the  baby's  face  close  to 
your  own  or  to  your  hair. 

"Don't  allow  baby  to  touch  your  face 
or  hair. 

"Don't  talk,  breathe,  whistle,  blow, 
cough,  or  sneeze  into  babjr's  face.  We 
want  him  to  live. 

"Don't  use  your  handkerchief  to 
baby's  hands,  face,  or  mouth." 

At  the  foot  of  the  rules  is  written: 
"To  some  these  rules  will  appear  com- 
ical or  stupid,  but  they  are  not  written 
as  a  Joke  or  without  thought.  There- 
fore, any  person  •infringing  these  rules 
after  having  read  them  will  incur  our 
displeasure  extremely." — London  Daily 
Mail, 
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Statement  of  Claims  Paid  During  the  Month  of  October,  '08 


1 

|5 

Date 

Na 

NAM£           ^ 

of 

Date 
Paid 

PAID  TO 

RESIDENCE 

Amt. 

it 

Notice 

1004 

Jno.  F.  Bcbrauth 

71 

Death 

8-3-'08 

l(K26-*06 

NeUle,  wife 
J.,wife,G.AR.,cld'n 

Seattle,  Wash. 

600 

10181  Daniel  Feiyuson 
lQ21.Edw.  Oetehell 

208 

Death 

9-6-»08 

10-26-'08 

Chicago,  111. 
Minneapolis,  Min. 

1,200 

80 

Dls. 

9-14-»0R 

l(K26-'08 

Self 

600 

1022  Jno.  K.  J.  HUle 

26 

Death 

9-18-»08 

10-26.'08  OUlla,  wllb 
10-26-'08  Anna,  wife 

rindnnatLO. 

1,200 

1023;Jno.  Llnd 

91 

Death 

9-23-'08 

Chicago,  111. 

1>)0 

1024Win.D.Wataon 

1«7 

Death 

9-29-'08 

10-2B-'08  Myrtle,  wife 
10.28-'08  Self 

Spokane,  Wash. 
Chicago,  ni. 

1^ 

lQi25laeo.  Lindsay 

86 

Dls. 

9.29-'08 

1,200 

1026  Henry  E.  Brotberton 

40 

Death 

9-30-»08 

10-26-»08  Jennie,  wife 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

loo 

1011  Thomas  Hayes 

18  Death 

8-17-'08 

10-26-'06  Funenu  expense  . 

150 

Prtvlously  reported.. 
Fiaid  since  last  report  ' 
Keltind  Insurance 


.1862,318.50 

.      7,060.00 

17.00 


r,950 


Total 1870,285.50 


Acknowledgment  of  Claims  Paid  In  September 

Martin  T.  Burke,  Seattle,  Wash $1,200 

Clarence  S.  White,  Tacoma,  Wash 800 

Mary  Randall,  Chicago,  lU 1,200 

Benjamin  Shartle,  Columbus,  0 800 

Ellen  Herron,  Plymouth,  Pa 60O 

Mary  C.  Haight,  New  Orleans,  La 1,200 

Hannah  MuUaney,  Bear  Lake,  Pa 600 

Josephine  Conrad,  Defiance,  O 1,200 

John  J.  Long,  Buflblo,  N.  Y .!.....!!.     60O 

Ada  E.  Block,  Elyrla,  0 600 

Theo.  O.  Knowles,  St.  Louis,  Mo ...........!....  1,200 

I  Pierce,  Harleyville,  Okla 1,200 


<5^^;^34^^ 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 


GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  1, 1906. 

BROTHERS: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Secretary  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  every  month  (see  (Section  213).  Grand  dues 
are  fifty  cents  (dOc)  per  month ;  members  holdinic  class  **  B  "  certificate,  assess- 
ment S2.00;  class  *^A'*  certificate,  assessment  $1.00:  class  **C"  certificate, 
assessment  50o  (see  section  83).  A  failure  on  your  part  to  comply  therewith  is 
a  forfeiture  of  membership  in  the  Union  without  rarther  notice  (see  Sections 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  Is  to 
pay  beneficiary  claims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Grand  dues  and  assessments  collected  finom  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (8d)  day  of  the  month  (see  section  182). 
Your8inB.,H.AP., 

M.  R.  WELCH, 

Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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INTERNATIONAL  OFHCERS 

Intienational  Pkbsidikt — F.  T.  Hawley, 
3j6  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GlAND     SiCKETAtY     AND     TUAIUUK — ^M.     R. 

Welch,  3^6  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Bell  'Phone,  Seneca  2041. 

JoDtNAL  Editob — F.  M.  Cassidy,  3j6  Brit- 
bane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

GiAND   BoABD   or  DxiiCTOBS — Ed.   Jackion, 
304  Smith  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  C  H.  Ireland, 
o«S    Commercial   Ave.,   Chicago,   lU.;   Harry 
[olan,  408  Stone  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Intbknational  Vici-Pkbsidikts  —  First.  S. 
E.  Heberling,  326  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.;  Second,  T.  B.  Connors,  3964  Langley 
Ave.,  Chicago,  111.;  Third,  D.  A.  Harshbar- 
ger,  326  Brisbane  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.; 
Fourth,  Wm.  H.  Burt,  326  Brisbane  Bldg., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Giand  Mbdxcal  Ezaminbk — M.  A.  Sullivan, 
M.  D.,  32€  Brisbane  Bldg.  Residence,  cor. 
Ridge  Road  and  South  Park  Ave.,  West 
Seneca.  N.  Y. 

SUBORDINATE  LODGES 

KANSAS  CITY  LODGE  No.  x,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  meets  second  Sunday  and  fourth  Satur- 
day at  7*3S  P<  m.,  at  70S  Southwest  Boulevard. 

President— W.  J.  Graham,  a^sy  Terrace  St 

Sec— A.  F.  Mielke,  3831  Belleview  Ave. 

Treas.— S.  W.  Green,  1750  Holly  St 

RIVEKVIEW  LODGE  No.  s,  Kansas  Qty, 
Kan.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursday,  8 
p.  DL,  in  Shankenberry's  Hall. 

President— R.  McGul,  loth  St.  and  Kansas 
Ave. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— Otto  LoutA,  541  S.  ixth  St 

Journal — H.  T.  Beard,  13x0  Reservoir  Ave., 
K.  C,  Mo.  

JOUET  LODGE  No.  3.  Joliet,  IlL,  meets 
first  and  third  Fridav  at  8  p.  m.,  and  third 
Sunday  at  3  p.  m.,  of  each  month,  in  Connor's 
Hall,  car.  Joliet  and  Jefferson  Sts. 

President— Nick  Welch.  400  S.  Ottawa  St. 

Sec  and  Jour. — F.  P.  Lumley,  600  Elmwood 
Ave. 

Treas.— J.  W.  Austin,  X04  Gardner  St 

BUFFALO  LODGE  No.  4.  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 

meets  every   second   and   fourth   Saturday   at 

8.30  p.  m^  and  fourth  Sunday.  9.30  a.  m.,  in 

Boyers  Hall,  cor.  Swan  and  Emslie  Sts. 

President— H.  W.  Duly,  156  Fulton  St 

Rec.  Sec^r-<:.  W.  Chappell,  '     *" 


Treas.— Geo.  Hamilton,  474 


Unger  Ave. 
ineca. 


OVERLAND  LODGE  No.  5,  Omaha,  Neb., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Lincoln  Hall,  cor.  Sixth  and  Pierce. 
President — H.  J.  Haverly,  2109  S.  loth  St 
Sec— J.  H.  McGann.  1610  Isard  St 
Treas.— H.  G.  Sulder.  1517  William  St 
Journal — J.  J.   Fenton,  lotb  and  Pierce. 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  LODGE  No.  6,  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  la.,  meets  first  and  third  Thursday 
evenings  at  8.30  p.  m.,  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall. 

President— C.  P.  Clemcntscn,  2300  S.  6th  St. 

Rcc.  Sec— II.  B.  Williamson.  816  S.  6th  St. 

Treas. — Frank  Colbum,  164  Graham  Ave. 


FLOUR  CITY  LODGE  No.  7,  Minneapolis. 
Minn.,  meets  at  M.  W.  A.  Hall.  cor.  a^i  and 
Cedar  Sts.,  South,  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month  at  s  p.  m.,  and  on  the  third  Sunday  at 
8  p.  m. 

President— Wm.  G.  Kelley,  sxo6  E.  sgth  St 

Treas. — ^A.  C.  Miller.  3430  21st  Ave.  S. 

Sec.  and  Journal — D.  E.  Ciford,  JS'3 
Cedar  Ave. 


TRILBY  LODGE  No.  8,  Fort  Worth.  Tex.. 

meeta    second    and    fourth    Mondays    at   8.30 

p.  m.,  in  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

President— C.  G.  Glanton,  1109  E.  Annie  St 
Sec — C  H.  Nelson,  10S3  E.  R.  R.  Ave 
Treas.— W.  W.  Woodson,  940  E.  Amicy  St 

ST.  JOSEPH  LODGE  No.  9.  St  Joacph. 
Mo.,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesday  at  7.30 
p.  m.,  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  Hall,  Ninth  and  Lo- 
cust St. 

President— S.  H.  Price,  ISX3  S.  xith  St 
Sec— Wm.  McNichols,   iios  So    14th  St 
Treas.— W.  Sego,  s8ox  S.  sand  St 

Mli^WAUKEE  LODGE  No.  10.  Milwaukee. 
Wis.,  meets  second  Sunday,  7.30  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Sunda:^  afternoon  of  each  month  at  s 
o'clock,  at  Third  and  National  Avea. 

President-Journal — W.  H.  Larkin,  xaax  S. 
Pierce  St 

Sec— Ed.   Coolahan,  8a  t   Clybom  St 

Treas. — Chas.  G.  Fry,  aosp  Sute  St 


M.  J.  NAUGHTON  LODGE  No.  ti,  Clcve- 

,  O..  meeta  in  Letter  Carriers'  Hall,  Beck- 

"llog.,  ao4  Superior  Ave.,  N.  W..  meets 

unday  at  8.30  a.  ixl  and  third  Sunday 


landi       , 
man  Bld.^^ 
first  Sund 
at  8  p.  m. 

President— James  DaOy,  3x31    W.  90th  St, 

*  Sec— Geo.  KadejL  3119  W.  84th  St 
Treas.- W.   J.   Keegan,   789    E.    105th   St, 
N.  E. 
Journal — ^J.  T.  Joy,  90  Stateview  Ave 

TOPEKA  LODGE  No.  xs,  Topeka,  Kan., 
meeta  first  and  third  Thursday  ni^ts  of  each 
month  at  8.30  o'clock,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall.  Sixth 
and  Qnincy  Sts. 

President— E.  E.  McFadden,  13  Elliott  St 

Sec— H.  M.  Finnic,  9^7  W.  (k>rdon.  No. 
Topeka. 

Treas. — ^Jno.  Nelson,  404  Madison  St 

DETROIT  LODGE  No.  13,  Detroit,  Mich., 
meets  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m., 
and  second  Sunday  at  9  a.  m.,  in  Comie  Bldg., 
cor.  Farrar  and  Gratiot  Ave. 

President— C.  C.  Fountain,  <9  Lovett  Ave 
Sec — Cory  Derousie,  sao  i8tn  St. 
Treas. — ^James  Trant.  xo6  soth  St 
Journal — C  D.  Childs,  75  X4th  St 

TOLEDO  LODGE  No.  X4,  Toledo.  Ohio. 
meets  second  Thursday  at  8,  and  fourth  Th«» 
day  at  8  p.  m.,  at  Broer's  Hall,  616  St  Clair 
St 

President— Thomas  Dean,  sx3  South  St 


flat. 


Sec — ^Joseph  Keenn,  x6x7  Indiana  Ave 
Treas. — ^Henry  Gale,  1344  Missouri  St 


Journal — ^D.  J.  Dorcy,  330  Dale  St 
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VICTORIA  LODGE  No.  i6,  Eait  St  LouU. 
111.,  meets  fint  and  third  Tbunday  nightt 
each  month  in  Mutic  Hall,  320  Collintyille 
Ave. 

President— J.  E.  White.  8ia  N.  8th  St. 

Sec-Treat,  and  Journal — ^W.  H.  Thompson, 
31a  N.  Tenth  St;    Bell  'phone  E.  a6ii. 


JAMES  MILLS  LODGE  No.  17,  South 
Chicaffo,  111.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m., 
and  third  Sunday  at  1.30  p.  m.  of  each  month 
at  Union  Bank  Hall,  cor.  yad  St  and  Erie 
Ave.    Erie  Ave.  side. 

President — Geo.  H.  Hoos,  J37  pist  St 

Sec-Journal — H.  L.  Coon,  9804  Commercial 
Ave. 

Treas.— T.  H.  Stone,  9140  Buffalo  Ave. 


STAR  OF  HOPE  LODGE  No.  18,  Coal  Oty. 
111.,  meeta  third  and  last  Sundays  of  each 
month  at  7.30  p.  m.,  at  Forester's  UalL 

President-Journal— Peter  Wallace. 

Treas.— A  P.  Ayersman,  Lock  Box  10. 

Sec— J.   McDonald. 

BURLINGTON  LODGE  No.  19,  Chteago, 
111.,  meets  second  Sunday,  8  p.  m..  and  fourth 
Sunday,  2.30  p.  m.,  in  Duffek's  Hall,  973  S. 
California  Ave. 

President — S.  A.  Young,  soSo  Wear  Ave., 
Hawthorne,  111. 

Sec— F.  Cranston,  1088  W.  ijth  St 

Treas.— E.  R.  Rutter,  973  S.  California  Ave. 

SEDALIA  LODGE  No.  so,  Sedalia,  Mo., 
meeu  first  and  second  Wednesday,  8  p.  n., 
in  Hoffman's  Hall,  E.  Fifth  St 

President— Patrick  Shea,  3J0  E.  4U1  St 
Sec.  and  Treas. — W.  F.  Egan,  019  £.  4th  St 
Journal— M.  M.  Hough,  1314  £.  4th  St 


CAPITAL  CITY  LODGE  No.  ai,  Columbus, 
O.,  meeta  second  Monday  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and 
fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m.,  at  Engineer's  ^11, 
88  i-a  N.  High  St 
President— L  J.  O'Rourke,  409  W.  Rich  St 
Sec.  and  Treas. — E.  J.  Hexter,  406  W. 
Spruce  St 

GATEWAY  aTY  LODGE  No.  as.  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  meets  first  and  third  Mondays  at 
y.ap  p.  m.,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall,  Rose  St 


ildent— Tno.  F.  Downs,  aoo  Mill  St 

and   Treas.— John   E. 

nth  Sf. 


Sec.   and 


'reas. — John   E.   Wilson,   103   S. 
Journal — Archy  Berry,  1013  Berlin  St. 


UCKING  LODGE  No.  as,  Newark,  O.. 
meeta  aecond  and  fourth  Wednesdays  at  7.30 
p.  m.,  in  Federation  Hall.  W.  Park  St 

President — E.  L.  Schnaidt  442  Clarendon 
St 

Sec— S.  B.  Smith,  s  Spencer  St 
Treas.— J.  H.  Dial,  5  Mechanic  St 
Journal — C.  D.  Killworth,  67  Wing. 

THE  SWITCHMEN'S  HOME  LODGE  No. 
24,  Mandan,  North  Dakota,  meets  last  Satur- 
day at  8  p.  m.,  in  Maccabees  Hall. 

President— D.  Tobin. 

Sec  and  Treas.- F.  C.  Parker. 

NATIONAL  PARK  LODGE  No.  as.  Living- 
ston,   Mont.,   meets  third    Sunday  evening  of 


each   month   In   Tradea   and   Labor  Assembly 

President— Oiarles  Clark,  P.  O.  Box  n6x. 
Treas.— B.  F.  Henson,  P.  O.  Box  1x61. 


ROYAL  BLUE  LODGE  No.  a6,  Cincinnati, 
O.,   meets   first   Sunday  morning  at  9  o'clock, 
and  third  Friday  evening  at  8jo,  in  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Hall.  Fourth  and  Home  Sta. 
President— RoIIa  Quick.  2x49  Staebler  St 
Sec. — A.  T.  Anderson,  4234  Fergus  St 
Treas. — R.   E.   McKenna,  702  State  Ave. 
Journal — T.    Murphy,    iS4    W.    Linden    St, 
Ludlow^  Ky. 


WEST  SIDE  LODGE  No.  m?*  West  St 
Paul,  Minn.,  meeta  second  Sunday  afternoon 
and  fourth  Wedneaday.  8  p.  m.,  cor.  Green- 
wood Ave.  and  Robie  St,  Wittich  Hall. 
President— J.  M.  Young,  x^9  E.  Delos  St 
Sec  and  Treaa. — L.  Rutnerford,  aJ4  E. 
Winifred  St 


ZENITH  LODGE  No.  a8,  Duluth,  Minn., 
meets  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each  month  at 
8  p.  m.,  in  Sloan  Hall,  cor.  Twentieth  Ave., 
W^t. 

President— J.  B.  Lee,  2021  W.  Superior  St 

Treas.- Wm.  Whittsitt,  2002  W.  and  St. 

Rec  Sec— J.  E.  Sullivan,  4^7  S^d  Ave.,  W. 
Duluth,  Minn. 

BLUE  ISLAND  LODGE  No.  39.  Blue 
Island,  111.,  meeta  second  and  fourth  Sunday 
eveninn  of  each  month,  at  8  o'clock,  in  K.  of 
P.  Hall. 

President--^:.  O.  Smith,  x6o  High  St 
Sec — H.  N.  Allen,  7»^  Western  Ave 
Treas. — ^J.  Tameaon,  4aa  Lincoln  St 
Journal — ^Thoa.  Earner,  SSS  York. 


MINNEAPOUS  LODGE  No.   30,  Minnea- 

rlia,  Minn.,  meeta  second  Sunday  evening  at 
o'clock  and  fourth  Sunday  afternoon  at  a 
o'clock,  each  month,  in  McElroy's  Hall,  8th  St 
and  Nicolett  Ave. 

President— R.  J.  Martin,  15x3  Washington 
Ave..  N. 

Sec- A.  P.  McDonald,  421  2nd  St.  N.  E. 

Treas. — H.  M.  Sullivan,  J907  Buchanan  St, 
N.  E. 

Journal — Grant  Mason,  a443  x6th  Ave.  So. 

ST.  PAUL  LODGE  No.  31.  St  Paul,  Minn., 
xneets  first  Wednesday  evening  at  8  o'clock, 
and  third  Sundav  afternoon  at  a.to  o'clock  or 
each  month  In  Central  Annex  Hall. 

President— B.  McDonald,  856  Randolph  St. 

Sec— August  F.   Pabst  643  Lafayette  Ave. 

Treas. — David  Taylor,  X090   Ross   St 

FRISCO  LODGE  No.  3s,  Monett.  Mo., 
meets  first  Thursday  at  8  a.  m.,  and  thira 
Thursday  at  7.30  p.  m^  in  K.  P.  Hall. 

President,  Sec  and  Treaa. — C  C.  Williama, 
Box  ax  I. 

SUNFLOWER  LODGE  No.  33*  EmpoHa, 
Kan.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  eveninss  at 
8.30  o'clock,  in  Labor  Hall,  3a$  Commercial  St. 

President— T.  E.  Combs,  326  West  St 

Sec— Charles   H.    Fletcher.   ^17   Stnte   St. 

Treas. — ^Jas.  McDonald,  X09  E.  Mulberry  St 
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WATERLOO  LODGE  No.  14.  Waterloo,  U., 
meets  second  and  fonrth  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m., 
is  Knrtb's  Hall,  E.  4th  St. 

President— H.  O.  Dahl,  119  Reihl  St. 

Sec  and  Treas.— F.  M.  Fry,  939  Logan  Ave. 

Journal — Fred  Dahl,  320  Argyle  St 


CENTENNIAL  LODGE  No.  35/  Denver, 
CoL,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  at 
8  p.  m.,  in  Net's  Hall,  1339  iSth  St 

President— J.  F.  Mannix,  11 14  x6th  St 


St 


Sec— J.  D.  Peery,  P.  O.  Box  447. 


Treas. — ^J.  J.   Riordan,  3963   Short  Larimer 
J. 
Journal— J.  D.  Peery,  P.  O.  Box  447* 


JOHN  W.  DRURY  LODGE  No.  36,  Chi- 
eago.  111.,  meets  at  S446  Wentworth  Ave.,  first 
Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  and  third  Sunday  afternoon 
at  S.30  o'doac. 

President — ^Thos.  Clohessy.  7S09  Peoria  St 

Sec. — ^Alfred  Gunn,  5536  Emerald  Ave. 

Journal — P.  H.  Memman,  Hollenden  Hotel, 
6xst  and  Wentworth  Ave. 

Treas.- W.  H.  Langan,  5637  Wabash  Ave. 

ST.  LOUIS  LODGE  No.  37.  St  Louis. 
Mo.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  nights  of 
each  month  at  8  o'clock  in  Druid's  Hall,  «>r. 
Ninth  and  Market  Sts. 

President — ^Thos.  Nester,  2106  N.  9th  St 
-     Sec.  and  Journal — Grant     Hammond,     1434 
Papen  St. 

Treas.— H.  A.  Bartley,  224$  Geraldine  Ave. 

PRESQUE  ISLE  LODGE  No.  38,  Erie  Pa., 
meets  the  first  and  third  Thursday  evenings  of 
each  month  at  8.30  o'clock,  at  Zuck's  Hall,  cor. 
1 6th  and  Peach  Sts. 

President — Lewis  Richards,  410  E.  X3th  St 

Sec  and  Journal — Ed.  F.  Ehrman,  6x5  £. 
isth  St 

Treas.— E.  S.  Newkirk,  3^1  W.  17th  St 

EMPIRE  STATE  LODGE  No.  39.  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Monday,  8  p. 
m.,  and  third  Tuesday,  8.30  a.  m.,  in  Zaepfers 
Hall,  1657  Broadway. 

President— H.  T.  Meyers,  133  Reiman  St. 

Sec— Walter  F.  Mclnroy,  43  Pullman  PI. 

Treas. — Frank  Wilkins,  41  Goembel  Ave. 

Jourxul — ^J.  Felger,  389  Gold  Ave. 

PARK  CITY  LODGE  No.  40.  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  meets  first  and  third  Wednesdays  at 
1.30  p.  m.,  in  Emmett  Hall.  100  State  St 

Pn    ••  "•       ----- 

Ext. 

Sec  and  Journal — L.  A.  Hemingway,  442 
Central  Ave. 

Treas.— D.  E.  Griffith,  49  6th  St. 

HARD  STRUGGLE  LODGE  No.  4X,  Lo- 
rain, O..  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday 
nights  of  each  month  at  8  o'clock,  at  Click's 
Hall,  on  Broadway. 

President- N.  J.  Gerhart,  sop  W.  River  St, 
Elvria.  O. 

Sec — P.  F.  Murphy,  423  Third  Ave. 

Treas.— J.    Frances,    928    Pulaski    St 

SILVER  CITY  LODGE  No.  4^,  Argentine, 
Kan.,  meets  everr  third  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m. 
each  month  in  Nokes'  Hall. 

President^E.  E.  O'Brien,  16x4  Oakley  Ave. 
Kansas  City.  Mo. 

Treas. — ^tnos.  Monohan,  1204  Strong  Ave. 


resident — Wm.  R.  Monahan,  Florence  Ave. 


PRIDE  OF  THE  WEST  LODGE  No.  43. 
Loe  Angeles,  Cal.,  meets  first  and  third  Thun> 
day  eveninss,  8  o'clock,  in  Maxximonth  HaU, 
517  South  Broadway. 

President— O.  M.  Seaman,  126  So.  Av*^.  21. 

Treas.— W.  B.  Tilley,  #670  N.  Lichel  St. 

Rec  Sec— M.  F.  Pontsoua,  Station  L. 

Journal — J.  F.  Seymour,  1x7  S.  State  St 

UTICA  LODGE  Nc  44,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  meets 
second  and  fourth  Friday  evenings  at  8 
o'clock. 

President — Geo.  Dommasch,  62  1-2  Columbia. 

Treas. — Chat.  B.  Cummings,  jo  Hope  St 

Sec— Edward  King,  j  lliomas  Lane. 

Jounul — ^John  Hartman,  158  Whitesboro  St 

GAS  BELT  LODGE  Nc  ak,   Munde,  Ind.. 

meets  in  Anthony  BUc,  third  floor.  Room  4* 

first  and  third  Sundays  at  7.30  p.  m..  Labor 

Hall. 

President— Theo.    N.   Thorpe.    X42S    W.   6th 
Sec-Treas.    and    Journal— Chas.    Lawrence, 

2000  S.  Grant  St 

HAPPY  THOUGHT  LODGE  Nc  46^  Colo- 
rado  City,  CoL,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday 
at  9.30  a.  XXL,  each  month,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall. 
(President — M.    M.    Sonnichsen,   225    Monroe 

Sec.  and  Treas. — C.  F.  Sonnichsen,  225  Mon- 
roe St. 

GARY  LODGE  Nc  47,  Gary,  Indiana. 
President— W.  E.  Gibson.  Toleston.  Ind. 
Sec— J.  P.  McCulknieh.  Kirk  Hotel. 
Treas. — Sydney  Watson. 

COPPER  CITY  LODGE  No.  48.  Butte. 
Mont,  nxeets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  even« 
ings.at  8  o'clock,  at  Old  Masonic  Hall,  33 
W^t  Park  St 

President^-C.  E.  Dewitt  Rocker,  Mont 

Sec  and  Treaa.— P.  O'Shea,  837  S.  Main. 

Jourxxal— E.  F.  Vincent  Rocker,  Mont 

THREE  RAIL  LODGE  Nc  49.  Puebic 
Col.,  meets  on  second  and  fottrth  Monday,  8 
p.  m.,  at  Red  Men's  Hall,  Union  Ave 

President--James  Fitsgerald.  24  Block  Q. 

Sec.    and   Treas. — E.   J.    Edxdonson,    124   E. 
Evans  St. 
.  Journal— W.  R.  Sutton,  2220  Pine  St 

PARSONS  LODGE  Nc  50,  Parsons,  Kan., 
meets  first  and  third  Sunday  evenings  of  each 
month,  in  Odd  FelloWs'  Hall,  Johnson  Ave. 

President — ^J.  Corf,  20x6  Belmont  Ave. 

Treas. — C.  Snook,  xx4X  Washington  Ave. 

Sec. — E.  H.  Grimes,  2429.  Stevens  Ave. 

JUNCTION  LODGE  Nc  51.  Wew  Rav  City. 
Mich.,  meets  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  second  and 
fourth  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m. 

President— E.  Anderson.  R,  F.  D..  North 
Henry  St,  Bangor  Towxiship. 

Sec— F.  W.  Tlennett,  603  K.  Ohio  St. 

Treas.  and  Journal — V.  W.  Lankey,  30a 
State  St. 

EXCELSIOR  LODGE  Nc  5^.  Port  Jervis. 
N.  Y.,  meets  in  Mason's  Hall.  Pike  St,  first 
Wednesday,  7.30  p.  m.,  third  Wednesday,  j.30 
p.  m. 

Sec — Warren  Hendershot,  at   Mechanic 
Treas. — Frank  Goble,  99  Franklin  St. 

WELCOME  LODGE  Nc  S3.  Decatur.  111., 
meets  first  Thursday.  8  p.  m.,  and  third  Thurs- 
day, J.30  p.  m.,  in  K.  of  L.  E.  Hall. 
President-— J.  E.  Ryan,  1412  N.  Calhoun  St 
Treas. — A.  H.  Coover,  968  N.  Broadway. 
Sec— Walter  Grant,  X012  E.  William  St 
Journal— T.  A.  Nolan,  X500  E.  William  St 
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ABRAHAM  UNCOLN  LODGE  No. 
Broadway, 


Loiuis^  Mo.,  meets  in  Dewey  Hall,  asox  south 
•eoond  and   fourth  Tuesaayt.  8.30 


Pretideat— L.  Roberta.  9^9  Emmett  St 
Sec— J.  J.  Rnesinf ,  S4i  Bates  St. 
Treas.— Geo.  Crowi,  j^ss*  Victor  St. 
Journal — S.  Roberts,  91s  Emmet  St. 

LAKE  SHORE  LODGE  No.  «s.  Nottingham. 
O.,  meets  first  and  third  Thursoay  erenincs  of 
each  month,  in  Smith's  Hall,  Nottingham,  O. 

President— J.   A   Ohlinger,  Nottingham,  O. 

Sec— Geo.  Horn.  Nottingham.  O. 

Treas.— O.  M.  Twhi,  Nottingluun,  O. 

Journal— E.  C  Dix,  Collinwood,  O. 


HARLEM  RIVER  LODGE  No.  $6,  New 
York  City,  meets  first  Monday  at  10  a.  m.,  and 
third  Thursday  at  10  a.  dl,  in  Aurora  Maen- 
nerchor  Hall,  444  Willis  Ave. 

President — ^L.  Dowling,  541  E.  xisrd  St. 

Sec— H.  Gebhard,  440  E.  «a7th  dt. 

Treas.— G.  E.  Fancher,  $7$  E.  I37th  St 

Journal — ^A  J.  Cuff,  8x0  x-s  E.  145th  St 


LAKE  ERIE  LODGE  No.  %7,  Sandusky,  O., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  of  each 
month  at  9  a.  m.,  in  Wagner's  Hall,  cor.  Pearl 
and  Tiflin  Ave. 

President  and  Journal — ^Wm.  Roderick,  cor. 
Hayes  Ave.  and  Polk  St 

Sec — ^W.  W.  Zimmerman,  So.  Camp  St 

Treas. — E.  A  Roth.  3x1  Pearl  St. 

PROGRESS  LODGE  No.  s3.  Chicago,  111., 
meets  first  and  third  Sundays  at  8  p.  m.,  at 
Marquette  Hall,  853  W.  isth  St 
President— W.  J.  Trost,  35  Almond  St 
Sec— T.  T.  Sample,  904  W.  xsth  St 
Treas.— W.  A.  Welch.  547  Washburn  Ave. 

EUREKA  LODGE  No.  S9.  East  Hartford, 
Conn.,  meets  first  Sunday  and  fourth  Thurs- 
day, at  8  p.  m. 

President— J.  I 

Sec-Treas.  and  Journal — Jas.  H.  Cummings. 


President— J.  J.  Frost  Woodbridge  Ave. 


9  Linden  St. 


MONROE  LODGE  No.  60.  Rochester.  N.  Y.. 

meets    first    and    third    Sundays,   8    p.    m..    in 

Labor  Union  Hall. 

rresident — ^J.  P.  Crosson,  140  Frost  Ave 
Sec— M.  J.  Keating.  74  Magne  St 
Treas.— F.  E.  Hall.  17*  Hague  St 


JACKSON  LODGE  No.  61.  Jackson.  Mich., 
meets  first  and  third  Sundays  at  7.30  p.  m.,  in 
Odd  Fellows'  Hall. 
President — ^Joseph   Maltby,   120  Deyo  St 
Sec— H.  S.  Hasbrouck,  816  Detroit  St 
Treas. — Geo.  Emmons.  312  E.  William  St. 

GILT  EDGE  LODGE  No.  62.  PitUburg.  Pa., 
meets  second  bunday  at  7*45  P*  m..  and  fourth 
Sunday  at  1.4$  p.  m.,  in  IC.  of  P.  Hall,  43d 
and  Butler  Sts. 

President — H.  R.  Keller,  3x3  Lincoln  Ave., 
Millvale.Pa. 

Sec— Jas.  Early.  183  46th  St. 

Treasurer  and  Journal  — F.  W.  Brown,  17 
Butler  St.  Millvale,  Pa. 

MINOT    LODGE    No.    63.    Minot    N.    D., 
second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8  p.  m. 


President  and  Journal — ^A  E.  Waldref,  41J 
Rush  St 
Sec— Wm.  SulUvsB,  Northwestern  HotsL 
Treas.— Thos.  P.  Leary,  5x3  Ruth  St 

LITTLE  FORT  LODGE  No.  64.  Waukena, 
111.,  meeta  in  Dady's  Hall,  114  N.  Gencsee^t, 


second  and  fourth  Sundays  at  8  p.  m. 

President — Robt  Darrow,  3J5  S.  Utica. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — David  L.  Donohue.  3x0  N. 
Genesee  St 

Journal — ^James  B.  Spellman.  X020  Washing- 
ton St 


FORT  SCOTT  LODGE  No.  6$,  Fort  Scott, 
Kan.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at  s.30 
p.  m.,  in  Red  Men's  Hall. 

President — ^J.  M.  Penn,  730  Loman  St. 

Sec. — B.  F.  Cummings,  11S7  E.  Wall  St 

Treas.— J.  H.  Huffman,  xoao  E.  Wall  St 

Journal— H.  Ward. 


DURAND  LODGE  No.  66,  Durand,  Mich., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  moniings  at 
8  o'clock,  in  Maooobees  Hall. 

Presidoit — O.  J.  Jones. 

Sec  and  Treas.— H.  F.  Barker. 

Jourxial — Hiram  Sturgis. 


^iARTHA  LODGE  No.  67.  Hammond,  Ind.. 
meeta  first  Sunday  at  s.30  p.  m.,  and  third 
Wednesday  at  7.30  p.  m..  in  Union  Hall,  96 
Piummer  Ave. 

President— H.  W.  Stewart,  105  Hanover  St 

Sec — J.  B.  Clark,  xix  Ingraham  Ave.,  Wesi 
Hammond.  111. 

Treas. — C.  H.  Schoficld,  xos  Hanover  St 

UNION  STOCK  YARDS  LODGE  No.  68. 
Chicago.  Ills.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  7.^0  p.  m., 
and  third  Sunday  at  2.30  p.  m.,  in  McNally's 
New  Hall,  47th  and  Halsted  Sts. 

President — L.  L.  Driggs,  4^37  S.  Halsted  St 
Sec-Treas.   and  Journal^ — F.   "  '     " 


S.  Laflin  St 


E.   Pratt,  69SO 


HOUSTON  LODGE  No.  69,  Houston.  Tex.. 

meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and 

third  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  K.  of  P.  Hall, 

Fifth  Ward. 

President— H.  P.  Gallagher,  005  McKee  St 

Sec  and  Treas. — H.  R.  Brandt,  1907  Gentry 


St 


OLEANDER  LODGE  No.  70.  Gafveston, 
Tex.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  at 
8  p.  m..  in  Cook  &  Waiters'  Hall. 

President— J.  H.  Clark,  3701  Ave.  J. 

Sec— L.  C  Powell,  3620  Ave.  P. 

Treas.— T.  T.  O'Donohoe,  322a  Ave.  H. 

QUEEN  CITY  LODGE  No.  71.  Seattle, 
Waah.,  meets  in  Hall  No.  a.  Labor  Temple. 
Sixth  Ave.  and  University  St,  second  and 
fourth  Sundays  at  8  j>.  m. 

President— P.  V.  Madden,  2632  a3d  Ave.  W. 

Sec— C.   E.  Lindsev.  South  Park,  Wash. 

Treas.- T.  A.  Hayden,  Columbia  Sta. 

PEORIA  LODGE  No.  72,  Peoria,  111.,  meets 
first  Sunday   at   8   p.   m.,   and   third    Sunday 
afternoon,  m  Schmidt's  Hall,  aont   S.  Adama. 
President — D.   A.   Bign,  213  Warren. 
Sec— W.  A.  Strait,  1834  S.  Adams  St 
Treas.- R.  H.  Winn,  asix  S.  Adams  St 
Journal — Nick  Edmunson,   1300  Garden   St 
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BAY  STATE  LODGE  No.  73.  SpHmrfield, 
Mass.,  meets  in  Fraternity  Hall,  McKinBey 
Bldg.,  second  and  fourth  Tnursday,  8  p.  m. 

President— J.  C.  O'Brien,  96  Plainfield  St. 

Sec  and  Journal — A.  H.  Morse,  90  Marion 
St. 

Treas.--E.  T.  Oark,  118  Plainfield  St. 

CLIPPER  LODGE  No.  74*  Michigan  City. 
Ind..  meets  second  Sunday  at  1.30  p.  m..  and 
fourth  Thursday  at  7.30  p.  m.,  in  Couden's 
Hall,  Franklin  St 

President — D.  M.  Hutton.  414  E.  8th  St. 

Set.—E.  O.  Kaser,  1020  E.  2nd  St. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Ruggles,  620  E.  and  St. 

Journal — C.  H.  Ruggles,  815  £.  Second  St. 

JOHN  A.  HALL  LODGE  No.  76,  Newton, 
Kan.,  meets  first  Monday  at  9  a.  m.,  and  sec- 
ond and  fourth  Monday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  K.  of 
P.  Hall. 

President — Chas.  L.  Kolb,  416  E.  ^d  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — ^J.  J.  Shuck,  430  E.  4th  St. 

Journal — Chas.   E.  Breen,  325  W.  6th  St. 

SOUTHERN  KANSAS  LODGE  No.  77, 
Chanute,  Kan.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wed- 
nesdays of  each  month  at  7.30  p.  m.,  in  Car- 
penters' Hall. 

President— W.  T.  Smith,  411  W.  4th  St 
Sec  C.  D.  Coulter,  518  S.  Central. 
Treas.-^.  G.  Basler,  1x12  S.  Evtrgntn, 
Journal — Chas.  V.  Eaton,  920  S.  Forest. 

_ro.     78t 

Wayne,    Ind.,    meets    at    Harmony   Hall,    W. 
Berry  St,  second  and  fourth  Monday  evenings 
at  8  o'clock. 
President — O.  H.  Holmes,  2706  Force  St 
Sec— G.  T.   Sunley,  605  Holman  St. 
Treas.— G.  W.  Thiebolt,  812   Begue  St 
Journal — Chas.  Taylor,  xio8  Cass  St 

JACKSON  PARK  LODGE  No.  79,  Chkago, 
111.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  at  Calumet  Hall, 
63d  and  Jackson  Park  Ave. 

President — ^John  P.  Lyons,  7103  Woodland 
Ave. 

Treas.— E.  G.   Wilson,  3230  Princeton  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal— J.  H.  Landers,  808  W. 
Soth  St. 

^^UNION  LODGE  No.  80,  Grand  Rapids. 
Mich.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8 
R*  ^••^P?^"**"'  H*l*»  cor.  Sycamore  and 
South  Division  Sts. 

President — ^Jno.  Grace,  240   12th  Ave. 

Sec— A.   L.  Snell,  746  Labellc  Ave. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Woods,  143  3rd  Ave. 

BIG  STACK   LODGE   No.  81,  Great  Falls, 
Mont,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  eveningi. 
President — Geo.  Johnson. 
Sec. — Chas.    Liffhtfoot. 
Treas.— C.  R.  Perry,  P.  O.  Box  226. 
Journal — ^J.   P.   McCormick. 

PARK  LODGE  No.  82,  Herington,  Kan., 
meets  first  and  thiri  Wednesday  nights.  I.  O. 
O.  F.  Hall. 

President— J.  D.  Williams,  P.  O.  Box  569. 
Sec  and  Treas.- W.  H.  Bonner,  Box  711. 

GLADSTONE  LODGE  No.  8t.  Gladstone. 
Mich.,  meets  third  Sunday  of  each  month  at 
8  p.  m.,  in  Wasa  HalL 

President  and  Journal— J.  Flemmine. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — Edw.  Jones,  Box  734. 


MAPLE  LEAF  LODGE  No.  84.  Odvcia, 
la.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Snndniy  of  each 
month  at  8  p.  m.,  in  A.  O.  U.  W.  HalL 

President — ^Jno.  K.  McKenna,  X02  5th  Av.  N. 

Sec— L.  E.  Ashworth,  815  ist  Ave.  E. 

Treas.— W.  J.  McGuire,  444  i»t  Ave  S. 


DELTA   LODGE   No.  8s,   Everett.   Wash., 
meets  in  Labor  Temple,  first  and  third  Wednes- 


day at  8.30  p.  m. 
f,     ..  ...    , 


St 


-resident- W.  E,  Tibbits.  JH07  Pacific  Ave. 
Sec  and  Treas. — Edwin  Bell,  2606  E.  Grand 


Journal— W.   H.  Deahn,  Sta.  A. 


COLUMBIA  LODGE  No.  87.  Portland. 
Ore.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  2  p.  m.,  and 
last  Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Davis  Ha|l,  131% 
Russell  St 

President — ^Thoa.  J.  McCambridge,  614  Delay 
St 

Sec  and  Treas. — Frank  Miebus,  535  Couch 
St 

Journal — M.   S.  Fagin,  130  Morris  St 


ENTERPRISE  LODGE  No.  88.  Green  Bay, 
Wis.,   meets   first  and   third  Wednesday  at  8 
p.  m.,  in  Maccabees'  Hall,  in  Funk  Block,  cor. 
Main   and  Adams. 
President — H.  Jansen,  926  S.  Jackson  St 
Sec — J,  Christensen.   11  s   Woodlawn   Ave 
Treas.— R.  Parrott  802  S.  Chestnut  St 
Journal — M.  A.  Thompson,  503  S.  Ashland 
Ave 


OTTUMWA  LODGE  No.  89.  Ottumwa.  la., 
meets  second  Tuesday,  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Labor 
Hall,  cor.  Second  and  Market 

President  and  Treas. — O.  C  Kenney,  608 
W.  4th  St 

Sec. — S.  H.  Loring.  235  N.  McLean. 

Journal — Geo.  Lovellacy,  210  Forest  Ave 

DENISON  LODGE  No.  90,  DenisoUj,  Tex., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  evenings  at 
8  o'clock,  in  O.  R.  C  New  Hall.  Main  St 

President- E.  S.  Frost,  714  W.  Day. 

Sec  and  Treas.- M.  J.  Lebo,  1319  W. 
Gandy  St 

IRONDALE  LODGE  No.  91*  Chicar>.  HI- 
meets  in  Oddfellows'  Hall,  cor.  xo6th  St  and 
Torrance  Ave,  first  Sunday  evening  and  third 
Sundajr  afternoon. 

President — ^J.  Quill,  9627  Escanaba  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal — ^J.  Lind,  9701  Commercial 
Ave. 

Treas. — ^J.  S.  Reid,  10509  Ave  G. 

STANDARD  LODGE  No.  oj.  Cedar  Rapids, 
la.,  meets  at  Old  Poatoffioe  Bldg.,  Room  i^ 
on  the  first  Monday  at  8.30  a.  m..  and  third 
Friday  at  7.30  p.  m. 

President— O.  II.  Black.  133 1  C  Ave.  E. 

Sec.    and    Treas. — N.    C.    Chapman,  521   S. 
9th  St,  W. 
.  Journal— W.  R.  Downs,  isao  N.  7th  St,  W. 

TRUE  BLUE   LODGE  No.  9.1.  OskalooM. 
la.,  meets  first  and  third  Monday  evenings  at 
7  o'clock,  at  En/rine^rs'  Hall.  Hiirh  Ave 
Preaident— J.  M.  Neylon,  512  S.  H  St 
Sec— M.  Carney,  815  B  Ave,  W. 
Treas.— John  VL,  Larkins,  $12  S.  H  St 
Journal — D.  Hayes,  812  3rd  Ave,  W. 
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ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  WABASH 
LODGE  No.  94.  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  meets 
every  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.. 

President — F.  L.  Mathers,  1440  Spruce  St. 

Sec. — Dustin  Crawford,  314  V.  liih  St. 

Treas. — E.  W.  Nicholson,  1552  stn  Ave. 

Journal— W.  W.  Rish^r,  S07  N.  9th  St 

ASHTABULA  LODGE  No.  95.  AshtabuU, 
O.,  meets  first  Sunday  evening  and  third  Sun- 
day afternoon  of  each  month  in  C.  L.  U.  Hall, 
Main  St. 

President— C.  G.  Nelson.  Box  71.  Sweden  Sta. 

Rec  Sec—T.  F.  Moore,  76^  I'isk  i>t- 

Treas. — Chas.  L.  Kain,  73  Division  St. 

Journal — P.  J.  Hines,  317  Lake  St. 

LIMA  LODGE  No.  96,  Lima,  O..  meets 
first  and  third  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m.,  and  sec- 
ond and  fourth  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  at  Donze's 
Hall.  219  Main  St 

President — Chas.  Louden,  11 30  W.  High  St 

Sec— Geo.  Wandle,  1037  E.   North. 

Treas.— E.  E.  Green,  P.  O.  Box  443,  Tipton, 
Ind. 

Journal — Robt  Wandle,  1037  E.  North. 

FREEBORN  LODGE  No.  97*  Albert  Lea, 
Minn.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  s  p.  m.,  and  third 
Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Red  Men's  Hall,  cor. 
William  and  Broadway. 

Presidentr— C.  A.  Lawler,  1026  Fountain  St 

Sec.  and  Treas.— J.  P.  Woods,  325  W.  Col- 
lege St 

Journal — J.  Bryant,  325  Court  St 

CADILLAC  LODGE  No.  98,  Cadillac,  Mich., 
meeU   first  and   third  Friday,   in  Trades  and 
Labor  Council  Hall  at  8  p.  m. 
President — E.  E.  Stansbury.  S07  Crippen  St 
Sec— Bernard  Long,  406  E.  Pine  St 
Treas.— Thos.  Lontr.  111  F..  North  St 
Journal— F.  H.  Collier,  210  E.  Pine  St 

ELK  LODGE  No.  99,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  meets 
in  Nagel's  Hall,  cor.  Hayward  and  Elk  Sts., 
first  and  third  Tuesday  at  8.30  p.  m.,  and  third 
Wednesday  at  8  a.  m. 

President — Frank  Goodyrar.  184  Weaver. 

Sec— T.  J.  Coolcy,  477  Perry  St. 

Treas.— J.    V.    McCarihy,    178    lireckenridge 

UTTLE  GIANT  LODGE  No.  100.  McKces 
Rocks,  Pa.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  8  p.  m., 
fourth  Sunday  at  8  a.  m.,  in  Christian  Hall, 
aiQ  Chartiers  Ave. 

President — ^H.  Helembright,  49X5  Butler  St, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Fin.  and  Rec.  Sec— J.  F.  Gordon,  6$ 
Natches  St.,  PitUburg,  Pa. 

Treas. — Robt  McCarthy,  400  Woodward  Ave. 

ALUM  ROCK  LODGE  No.  101,  San  Jose, 
Cal.,  meeU  in  A.  O.  U.  W;  Hall. 

President— Frank  E.   Webber,  Sta.  A. 

Sec  and  Treas. — John  E.  Culo,  330  N.  13th 

LEHIGH  LODGE  No.  loa,  Lehighton,  Pa., 
meets,  in  Reber's  Hall,  seqond  and  fourth  Sun- 
days, at  8  p.  m. 

President— R.  H.  Flytc,  Weissport,  Pa. 

Sec— A  Hoffman,  ft.  F.  D.  No.   i,  Weiss- 


port,  Pa. 

Treas.— Chas.  W.  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  isx, 
Packerton,  Pa. 

Journal — Geo.  Dolan.  Lchighton.  Pa. 

SHREVEPORT  LODGE  No.  103,  Shreve- 
port.  La.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wednes- 
day at  8  p.  m.,  in  Frank  Ryan's  residence. 

President  and  Treas. — Frank  Ryan,  Bossier 
City.  La. 

Journal— W.  G.  Hall,  1016  Spring  St. 


SWEET  CLOVER  LODGE  No.  104.  Arkan- 
sas  City,  Kans. 
President— A.  J.  Ownes,  10x7  S.  B  St 
Sec— F.  S.  Porter,  10 19  S.  C  St 
Treas. — Geo.  B.  Hammond,  511  So.  C  St. 
Journal— R.  E.  Collins,  112  S.  Summit  St 

OZARK  LODGE  No.  105,  Springfield,  Mo., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Mondays,  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  each  month,  in  Eagle's  Hall. 

President — Otto  B.  Smith,  1030  W.  Atlantic 
St 

Treas. — B.  F.  Cole,  21a  W.  Calhoun  St 

Journal— B.  W.  Forbes. 

TUBE  CITY  LODGE  No.  106,  McKeesport, 
Pa.,  meets  second  Sunday  and  third  Tuesday, 
Reiter's  Hall,  opposite  B.  &  O.  Depot. 

President— P.  J.  Brennan,  Port  Perry,  Pa. 

Sec. — C.   £.  Minnick,  1302  Arch  St. 

Treas. — ^J.  E.  Bevans,  119  8th  Ave. 

HEAD  OF  THE  LAKE  LODGE  No.  107. 
Superior,  Wis.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  2  p.  m., 
and  third  Sunday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Odd  Fellows* 
Temple,  corner  Ogden  Ave.  and  lath  St 

President — £.  Wilkinson,  1714  Banks  Ave. 

Fin.  Sec. — L.   Perrin,   1925  Tower  Ave. 

Treas. — W.  Whearatt   1523   Banks  Ave. 

Sec. — ^J.  C.  O'Conneli,   1124  Grand  Ave. 

Journal — L.  A.  Holmes,  Itasca  Sta. 

ROUGH  RIDER  LODGE  No.  108,  Homell, 
N.  Y.,  meets  first  and  third  Friday  evenings 
of  each  month  at  8.15  o'clock,  and  second  and 
fourth  Fridays  at  3-30  P-  ra.,  in  Engineers' 
Hall. 

President— P.  L.  Cullinan.  23  River  St 
Sec.  and  Treas.— E.  W.  Carroll,  12  Maple  St. 

HOBOKEN  LODGE  No.  109.  Hoboken,  N.J. 

President — Elijah  Henry,  105  N.  3d  St, 
Newark,  N.  I. 

Sec— William  Rush,  no  Washington  St 

Treas.  and  Journal — F.  M.  Crane,  215  W. 
1 6th  St.  New  York.  N.  Y. 

SAGINAW   LODGE  No.    no,   Saginaw,   E. 

S.,  Mich.,  meets  at  9*30  a.  m.  on  the  first  and 

third  Sunday  of  each  month,  at  Myrtle  Hall, 

Potter  St 

President— W.  C.  Shea,  824  N.  Harrison  St 

Sec— D.  W.  Ribbel,  1408  N.  Sixth  St 

Treas.  and  Journal — ^J.  Lash,  909  N.  6th  St. 

INDIAN  CREEK  LODGE  No.  in,  Marion, 
la.,  meets  second  Saturday  afternoon  and 
fourth  Saturday  evening,  at  I.  O.  O.  F.  Hall. 

President— T.  B.  Nichols,  7th  Ave. 

Sec  and  Treas. — ^John  Leming,  482  i8th  St. 

Journal— T.  J.  Ryan,  7th  Ave. 

NETCONG  LODGE  No.  112.  Port  Morris, 
N.  J.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8 
p.  m..  in   Clark's  Hall,  Stanhotv.  N.   T 

President— D.  B.  lice.  Port  Morris,  N.  J. 

Sec— Wm.  S.  Sickles,  Stanhope^  N.  J. 

Treas.  and  Journal — ^Jas.  O'Neil,  Box  in, 
Netcong.  N.  J. 

EAST  END  LODGE  No.  113,  Cincinnati, 
O.,  meets  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall.  cor.  Ka«tern 
Ave.  and  Vance  St,  second  and  fourth  Tues- 
days at  7.30  p.  m. 

President— H.  G.  Southard,  4249  Eastern 
Ave 

Sec— F.  E.  Alwin,  281J  Hoff  Ave. 

Treas. — H.  M.  Blackburn,  2308  ^Gladstone 
Ave. 
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BROOME  LODGE  No.  114.  Binghamton. 
N.  Y.,  meets  alternate  Monday  evenings  at  8 
o'clock  in   Odd   Fellows'   Hall,   299  Chenango 

President^ohn  M.  McMahon,  19s  Oak  St. 

Sec  and  Treas. — Geo.  Martin,  41  Mendels- 
sohn. 

Journal — Michael  Sheehan.  .18  Fayette. 

JERSEY  CITY  LODGE  No.  11$,  Jersey 
City,  N.  f,  meets  at  Fisher's  Hall,  1^6  Hud- 
son  St,  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  third  Sunday  at  8 

p.  m. 

President — J.  Londrcgon,  724  Monastery  St., 
W.   Hoboken,  N.   T. 

Sec— VVm.  Fallon,  131  Jackson  St.,  Hobo- 
ken.  N.   J. 

Treas. — Martin  Keating,  18 16  Willow  Ave., 
Hoboken,  N.  T. 

Journal — Thomas  Turley,  822  High  Point 
Ave.,  W.  Hoboken.  N.  J. „__^ 

BUCKEYE  LODGE  No.  116,  Conneaut.  O.. 
meets  first  Sunday  afternoon  at  2  o'clock  and 
third  Monday  evening  at  7.30  o'clock,  each 
month,  in  G.  A.  R.  Hall.  Stanley  Block,  Main 

President — D.  S.  Brace,   173  Poplar. 

Sec— R.  L.  Sedgwick,  291    i6th  St. 

Treas. — C.  V.  Carr,  365  Sandusky  St. 

HARMONY  LODGE  No.^17,  Chicago,  III., 
meets  in  Newbury  Hall,  cor.  Chicago  and  West- 
ern Aves.,  second  Sunday,  1.30  p.  m.,  and 
fourth  Sunday,  8  p.  m. 

President — Austin   Pease,   37  Artesian   Ave. 

Sec— W.  C.  Van  Vlack.  20  N.  Oakley  Ave. 

Treas. — Chas.  L.  Schwake,  151  Pierce  Ave. 

Journal — Chas.   K.   Pogue,  333  Walnut  St. 

ARKANSAS  VALLEY  LODGE  No.  u8.  La 
Junta,  Col. 

President — A.    Snyder. 

Sec.    and    Treas. — E.    P.    Emerson,    514    Lin- 

colli  Ave. 

SALT  Take  lodge  No7  119.  Salt  Lake 
CitT,  Utah,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday 
at  8  p.  m.,  at  Federation  of  Labor  Hall. 

President— John  Bayes,  363  W.  4th  St,  N. 

Sec — E.  R.  Beckwith,  509  Maple   <t. 

Treas.— F.  A.  Bullock,  549  W.  S.  Temple 

Journal— H.  N.  Wilson,  237  S.  6th  East^t 

LINCOLN  LODGE  No.  120,  Lincoln.  Neb. 
Meets  first  Sunday  evening  and  third  Sunday 
afternoon. 

President — U.  S.  Swisher,  2747  Sumner  St. 

Sec — Geo.  R.  Ray.  1038  Garber  Ave. 

Treas.— J.  J.  O'Neil.  R.  F.  D.  No.  3.  Box  9. 

JUMHO  LODGE  No.  122,  Missoula.  Mont., 
meets  second  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.  and  fourth 
Sunday  at  2.30  p.  m. 

President— P.   F.  Loffness.  10 to  Defoe  St. 

Sec  and  Treas. — Geo.  W.  Jenings,  808  E. 
Cedar. 

IVORYDALE  LODGE  No.  123.  Elmwood 
Place,  O.,  meets  in  Rodenbeck's  Hall,  409 
Main  Ave.,  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  at  7.30 
p.  m. 

President — Chas.  E.  Stephens,  300  W.  sth 
St,  Carthage,  O. 

Sec — Samuel  McQueen,  509  Oak  St. 

Treas. — Henry  Hoffman,  5210  Beach  St.,  St. 
Bernard.  O. 

GARKlt-LD  LODGE  No.  124,  Chicago,  111., 
meets  in  Redmen's  Hall,  2074  W.  Lake  St.. 
first  and  third  Sundays  at  9  a.  m. 

President- E.  D.  Wells,  2^0  Park  Ave. 

Sec — C.  J.  Dunn.  1684  W.  Indiana  St. 

Treas.— J.  E.  0'Neil^724  W.  Ohio  St. 

NECHKS  LODGE  No.  125.  iJeaumont.  Tex., 
meets  at  K.  of  P.  Hall  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursdays  of  each  month  at  8  p.  m. 

President- Ed.  Herd,  Sr.,   X93S  South  St. 

Treas. — A.   T.   Wood,   1706  Liberty  Ave. 

Journal  and  Sec— J.  E.  McDaniels,  P.  O. 
Box  380. 


HAWKE\E  LODGE  No.  126.  Marshalltown. 
la.,  meets  third  Sunday  each  month  at  8  p.  m., 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall. 

President— J.  N.  Walker.  207  W.  Boone  St. 

Sec  and  Treas.— B.  J.  Blaney,  12  W.  Ne- 
vada St 

Journal — ^V.  E.  Ballon,  331  So.  3rd  Ave. 

MEMPHIS  LODGE  No.  127,  Biennbts. 
Tenuy  meets  in  K.  of  P.  Hall,  comer  Penn 
and  Iowa  Aves.,  first  and  third  Sundays,  8 
p.  m. 

President  and  Treas. — J.  A.  Fraley.  425 
Trigg  Ave. 

Sec. — Barney  Franklin,   150  W.  Iowa  St 

Journal— T.  Crossctt.  St.  L.  I.  M.  ft  S.  Ry. 

ST.  ANTHONY  LODGE  No.  128.  Mmne 
apolis,  Minn.  Meets  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall. 
Fourth  St  and  Central  Ave.,  first  Sunday.  8 
p.  m.;    third  Sunday,  2  p.  m. 

President — ^J.  La  Mere,  3209  30th  Ave.  So. 

Sec — A.  L.  Maeby,  826  23rd  Ave.  So. 

Treas.— L.  M.  Callan,  718  sth  Ave.  So. 

ELECTRIC  Cny  LODGE  So.  129,  Scran- 
ton.  Pa.,  meets  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall.  Linden  St 
and  Penn  Ave.,  second  Sunday  at  2  p.  m.. 
and  fourth  Thursdav  at  8  p.  m. 


President — ^J.  J.  Cilroy.  907  Capouse  St 
Rec  Sec— John  L  Hyland,  iiis  Sloan  Ave 
Treas. — R.    W.   Flynn.    1715    Prospect  Ave 
Fin.   Sec  and  Journal- J.  P.   Crowley,  274 


Treas.— R.    W 
Fin.   Sec  a 
Railroad  Ave. 


TRI-CITY  LODGE  No.  133.  Rock  Ishind. 
111.,  meets  first  Monday  night  at  8  p.  m.,  and 

third  Sunday  morning,  9.30  a.  m.,  at  Industrial 
Home  Hall. 

President — T.  Clark,  1523  36th  St. 
Sec. — Ben  )acobson,  602  39th  St. 
Treas.— W.    Meilke,   510  39th   St 

Journal — L.   E.  Carlisle. 

SUCCESS  LOD6E~No.  i?*.  St  Louis.  Mo., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesday  at  8  p.  m.. 
in  Feld's  Hall,  northwest  corner  nth  St  and 
Newhouse   Ave. 

President— W.  A.  Wilmot,   3952   N.   20th  St 
Sec. -Treas. — ^J.    T.    McCarthy,   iz^S   Geraldine 

Jour nal — F.    Calhoun.    1109    Salisbury   St. 

PUGET  SOUND  LODGE  No.  135.  TAcoma. 
Wash.,  meets  in  Odd  Fellows*  Hall.  cor.  East 
C  and  25th  St.,  first  and  third  Thursday  of 
each   month  at  8  p.  m. 

President— W.   S.   Toy»   1207  S.  K  St 
Treas.— G.  H.  Hcroert.  513   E.  jorh  St. 
Sec. — F.  C.  Eichman,  437  1-2  S.   E  St. 

Journal—J.   B.   Papen,  431   S.  30th  St 

SPOKANE     LODGE     No.      13?.     Spokane. 
Wash.,  meets  in  Pacific  Hall,  second  Saturday, 
3  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Saturday,  at  8  p.  m. 
President^W.  H.  Ahercombie,  113  E.  3d. 
Sec. — M.  Estrel,  .39  W.  Front  Ave 
Treas.    and    Journal — J.     \V.    Goddard,    Box 

1446. 

ALAMO    LODGE    No.    138,    San    Antonio. 
Tex.,    meets    first    and    third    Tuesday    even- 
ings at  8.30   p.   m.,  at  Murries'   Hall,  Austin 
and  loth  Ste. 
President— S.   B.  Bushell.  619  Willow  St 
Sec  and  Treas.— J.'  R.  Webb.  218  Burnet  St 

Journal — E.    M.    Eason.   328    Carson   St.  

SUSQUEHANNA    LODGE    Nc    141.   Sus- 
quehanna,   Pa.,    meets    second    WedneMlay  st 
8.30    a.    m.,    and    fourth    Wednesday  at   8.30 
p.  m..  in  C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall. 
President- John  F.  Lotighlin,  Box  216. 
Sec    and    Treas.— D.    H.    Griswold,    P.   0. 

Box  799. 

OPEN  PORT  CITY  LODGE  No.  142.  Mtis- 
Icegon.  Mich.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  st 
10  a.  m..  at  North  Yard  Club  Rooms. 
President — Geo.  Hanson,  88  Jackson  St 
Sec— H.  E.  Le  Gear,  113  Wood  Ave 
Treas. — Chas.  H.  Root.  85  Octavius. 
Journal — Wm.   Boor'«Uter.   141   Clay  Ave. 
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^    LAFAYETTE  LODGE  No.   143.  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at  1.30 j>.  m. 
in    Leacbe's  Hall,  cor.  3d  and  Cbcstnut  Sts. 
Presidents-Warren  A.  Saylor,  445  S.  stb  St. 
S€c.--H.  J.  Clark,  1x15  S.  and  St 
Treas.— D.  J.  Clark,  241  S.  4th  St. 

TELEGRAM  LODGE  No.  144.  Elmira, 
N.  Y.,  meets  the  first  Monday  at  8  p.  m..  and 
third  Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  of  each  month,  at 
St.  James*  Hall,  Park  Fl.  and  Clinton  St. 


GOLDEN  GATE  LODGE  No.  xs8,  Oakland, 
Cal.,  meets  in  Sunset  Hall,  1684  7th  St.,  first 
and  third  Tuesday  evenings. 


P^esidcn^—M.^W.  Powers,  7S6  S;  Main  St. 

_.eas. — I.   T.    Brown.    1. 
Ave. 


Sec.— Wm.   Murphy,  318  ^.  7th  St 
Treas.— J.   T.    Brown,    1409   Grand   Central 


Journal— W.  E.  Whelan.  1003  Pratt  St. 

CALUMET  LODGE  No.  145.  East  Chicago, 
Ind.  Meets  second  and  fourth  Sundays,  7.30 
p.  m.,  in  Moss'  Hall. 

President — A.  A  Green. 

Sec— F.  W.  Ernest. 

Treas.— Martin  M.  McGregor,  303  W.  Plum- 
mer  St.,  Hammond,  Ind. 

INDL^NAPOUS  LODGE  No.  146,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tues- 
<teyt  at  8  p.  m.,  at  Morrison's  Hall,  $2  Monu- 
ment PI. 

President — R.  C.  Rogers,  107  N.  Davidson 
St. 

Sec. — C.  A  Akers,  1534  Fletcher  Ave. 

Treas.- H.  L.  Hicks,  1030  St.  Paul  St. 

GATE  CITY  LODGE  No.  147.  Texarkana, 
Tex.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  even- 
ing. 

President — Chas.  Fisher,  4s  i  Lelia  Ave. 

Sec  and  Treas.— William  Kelley,  820  E.  3d 
St.,  Texarkana,  Ark. 

Journal — F.  J.  Bumb,  304  E.  Broad  St., 
Texarkana,  Ark. 

FREEPORT  LODGE  No.  149.  Freeport,  111., 
meets  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  second  Sunday  at 
a.3p  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Sunday  at  7  f>.  m. 
President— Wm.  H.  O'Malia,  17  Kickapoo  St 
Sec  and  Treas.— George  R.  Hayes,  198  Chi- 
cago St 

ELKHART  LODGE  No.  151.  Elkhart.  Ind., 
meets  first  Monday  at  7*30  p.  m.,  third  Mon- 
day at  8  a.  m.,  in  Red  Men's  Hall,  N.  Main  St 

President— G.  D.  Elliott   15^7  S.  Main  St 

Sec. — E.  E.  Mathias,  716  Fremont  St. 

Treas. — B.  L.  Lewis,  215  Division  St. 

Journal — Christ  C.  Wagner,  600  Indiana  Ave 

SYRACUSE  LODGE  No.  15a.  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays 
of  every  month  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Kearney's  Hall, 
cor.  S.  Geddes  and  Gifford  Sts. 

President— W.  A.  Ryan,   104  Willis  Ave. 

Sec.  and  Journal — M.  J.  Dunn,  641  Giiford 
St 

Treas. — A.  H.  Richardson,  73a  Otesco  St 

TRIANGLE  LODGE  No.  154*.  Staples.' 
Minn.,  meets  the  first  and  third  Sunday  of 
each  month  at  8  n.  m..  in  Sovereign's  Hall. 

President — Louis  Guth. 

Sec— Jas.  P.  McDonald. 

Treas.— Peter  Dewar. 

_ODGE    No.    155, 

cago,  O.,  meets  the  first  and  third  Fndays  of 
each  month. 

President — Charles  F.  Bradley. 

Sec  and  Treaa.— T.  S.  Swarts. 

Journal — H.   P.   Curran. 


President— J.  J.  Collins,  033  Adeline  St. 
Sec  and  Treas.— Jos.  Robson,  857  Campbell 


St 


Journal — Chas.    H.    Symmes,    1007   Campbell 


PRIDE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  LODGE  No. 
160,  Oil  City.  Pa.,  meeta  in  old  K.  of  P.  Hall, 
second  and  fourth  Mondays  at  8  p.  m. 

President^-T.  D.  Sullivan,  Chestnut  St 

Sec— J.  B.  McMullen,  so8  E.  3d  St,  S., 
Oil  City. 

Treas.— J.  F.  Hughes.  63s  Seneca  St 


LOUISVILLE  LODGE  No.  16a,  LouisvUle, 


Ky.,  meets  at  3011  Portland  Ave. 

President— J.  S.  Clayton,  aois  Bank  St 
Sec  and  Treaa. — F.  L.  Bradford,  3011  Port- 


land Ave. 


KNOX  LODGE  No.   164.  Galesburg,  111. 

President— H.  A.  Tyler,  68  N.  Whitcsboro 
St. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— W.  G.  Eastman,  314  E. 
South  St. 

BIENVILLE  LODGE  No.  166,  Mobile.  Ala.. 

meets  at  40a   Bloodgood   St,   first  and  third 

Tuesday  8  p.  m. 

President — ^J.  Connors,  317  Bloodgood  St 
Sec. — H.  L.  Meadows,  258  Adams  St. 
Treas.— A.    E.   Clark,  402   Bloodgood  St 
Journal — F.  I.  Lewis,  256  Adams  St. 

NEW  HOPE  LODGE  No.  167.  Ccntralia. 
111.  Meets  second  and  fourth  Sundays,  7.30 
p.  m.,  in  Engineers'  Hall. 

President — G.  H.  Webster.  718  S.  Poplar  St. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — Henry  Vogt,  414  N.  Locust 
St. 

GOOD  HOPE  LODGE  No.  169.  Youngs- 
town.  O.,  meets  third  Tuesday  at  243-245  Fed- 
eral St 

President— J.  F.  Owens,  724  Wilson  Ave. 

Sec — E.  J.  Korman,  1012  Market  St 

Treas.  and  Journal — W.  Dalrymple,  611  Au- 
gusta St. 

VALLEY  LODGE  No.  17a,  Sayre,  Pa., 
meets  in  P.  O.  S.  of  A  Hall,  Lockhart  St, 
second  and  fourth  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. 

President— Geo.  H.  Brown,  109  Woodard  St 

Sec  and  Journal — John  Goodall,  510  N. 
Elmer  Ave. 

Treas. — Curtis   S.    Benjamin,   206   Chestnut 

TWIN  CITY  LODGE  No.  173.  La  Salle. 
III.,  meets  first  and  third  Sundays  at  10  a.  m.. 
Room  22,  Neaustadt  Bldg.,  corner  becond  and 
Marquette  Sts. 

President — ^J.  E.  Trcvillian,  448  5th  St. 

Sec.  and  Journal — ).  E.  Bowers,  308  4th  St. 

Treas. — P.   B.  Davis,  134  Gooding. 

DES  MOINES  LODGE  No.  174.  Des 
Moines,  la.,  meets  first  Sunday.  80.  m.,  third 
Monday,  2  p.  m.,  in  Fraternal  Hall,  Valley 
Junction,  la. 

President — A.  L.  Shearer,  Valley  Junction, 
la. 

Sec. — Roy  Overpeck,  Valley  Junction,  la. 

Treaa.— J.  F.  Sammon,  Box  45,  Valley 
Junction,  la. 

Journal — ^Thos.  D.  Davis,  Valley  Junction.  la. 
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DANVILLE  LODGE  No.  17$,  D«nvUle.  111., 
meets  at  Leverentz  Uall»  first  mnd  third  Mon- 
day, at  7.30  p.  m. 

President— C.  J.  McGIinchy,  9  W.  Harrbon 
St.,  Garret  Bldg. 

Trems. — John  King,  laio  Tennessee  St. 

Sec. — Herbert  King,  1119  Bowman  Ave. 

Journal — ^John  Smith,  557  Porter. 

SALAMANCA  LODGE  No.  176.  Salamanca. 
N.  Y.,  meets  at  Rojral  Arcanum  Hall,  second 
Sunday  at  a  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8.30 
p.  m..  East  Stalamanca. 
President — ^T.  Murphy,  Newton  St 
Sec.  and  Treas.— J.  J.  Connelly,  8  Wil- 
liam St. 

WHIRLPOOL  LODGE  No.  177,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  meets  the  first  and  third  Sunday 
at  8  p.  m.,  at  Central  Labor  Council  Hall. 

President  and  Treas. — W.  C.  Hubbard,  Su. 

Sec—N.  F.  Walrod.  jaaa  Lockport  St 
Journal— Geo.  B.  Hall,  34J  ad  St 

LONE  STAR  LODGE  No.  178,  Waco.  Tex., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  8  p.  m., 
at  Labor  Hall,  cor.  Third  and  Franklin  Sts. 

President— Wm.  A.  Thomas,  H.  &  T.  C. 
Freight  Office. 

Sec.  and  Treas.— Nick  Janes,  800  S.  isth  St. 


BLACK  DIAMOND  LODGE  No.  179.  ^ittf 
ton.   Pa.,  meets  first  and  third  Monday  at  8 
p.  m.,  at  St  Aloyslus'  Hall,  S.  Main  St 
President— Patrick  Devers,  60  Carroll  St 
Sec.   and  Treas. — G.    Scharar,   30   Washing- 
ton Ave. 


WHEAT  BELT  LODGE  No.  180.  Fargo, 
Dakota,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursday 
evenings  at  8  o'clock,  in  Labor  Temple,  cor. 
Broadway  and  Second  Ave.,  North  Fargo, 
N.  D. 

President — J.   E.  Hogan,   11 08  7th  Ave.,  S. 

Sec.  and  Treas. — C  A.  Beck,  xi6  6th  St, 
S.,   Morehead,   Minn. 

Journal — E.  M.  Nelson,  1345  ad  Ave.,  S. 

BIG  FIVE  LODGE  No.  181,  Dallas.  T-x.. 
meets  at  W.  O.  W.  Hall,  345  Main  St.,  last 
Sunday  in  month  at  8  p.  m. 

President— Frank  Mackin,  568  Elm  St. 

Sec  and  Trtas. — W.  G.  Jameson,  165  Floyd 
St 

Journal— W.  P.  Hocker,  747  Elm  St 

KALI-INLA  LODGE  No.  i8a,  McAlester, 
Okla.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  at 
7.30  p.  m.,  in  Eagle's  Hall. 

President— W.  C.  Tippit,  No.  McAlester. 

Treas.— R.  W.  Hallum,  222  E.  Cherokee  Ave. 

Journal— R.  T.  Pierce,  Haileyville,  Okla. 

RED  RIVER  VALLEY  LODGE  No.  183, 
East  Grand  Forks,  Minn.,  meets  second  and 
fourth  Sundar  at  2  p.  m..  Woodman's  Hall, 
Des  Moines  Ave.  and  3d  St. 

President — ^J.  C.  Rossow,  1113  Cheyenne 
Ave..  Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

Treas. — C.  L.  VanAlstine,  505  N.  3rd  St, 
Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

WINDSOR  LODGE  No.  184,  Windsor,  Ont, 
meets  first  and  third  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m.,  at 
ForrisferV    flnll. 

President— Thos.  Barrows.  38  Curry  Ave. 

Sec.  J.  W.  Alldritt,  Box  406. 

Treas. — ^J.  J.  Lonnee,  Box  406. 


MAD  RIVER  LODGE  No.  188.  Dayton.  O., 
meets  first  Monday,  8  p.  m.,  and  third  Sundav, 
0  a.  m.,  Engineers'  Hall,  Hollencamp  Block, 
Market  and  Jefferson  Sts. 

President — Wm.  M.  Thompson,  337  Huff- 
man Ave. 

Sec— M.  J.  O'Connor,  x6  Beckel  St. 

Treas.— Wm.  A.  Miller,  134  Eaker  St 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  LODGE  No.  189. 
Dolton,  111.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at 
8  p.  m.,  at  Lund's  Hall,  Chicago  and  Lincoln 
Ave. 

President— John  E.  White. 

Sec  and  Treas. — C.  D.  Culler,  Box  aT7. 

GREENVILLE  LODGE  No.  100,  Greenville. 
Tex.,  meets  first  and  third  Thursday  at  8 
p.  m. 

President,  Sec  and  Treas. — ^J.  W.  Hagan, 
X19  Templeton  St 

LYONS  LODGE  No.  101,  Lyons,  N.  Y., 
meets  first  and  third  Monday  at  8  p.  m.,  at 
C.  M.  B.  A.  Hall. 

President— Jas.   McDermott,  Central   Hotel. 

Treas. — ^James  Harrigan,  105  Geneva  St. 

FRANKLIN  PARK  LODGE  No.  tm. 
Franklin  Park,  111.,  meets  first  Sunday  night 
at  8  o'clock,  and  third  Monday,  8  p.  m.,  in 
Town  Hall. 

President— R.  Scott 

Sec— Albert  H.  Barton. 

Treas. — Frank   Brinkerhoff. 

Journal — M.  J.  Murphy,  Kolxe,  111. 

KEYSTONE  LODGE  No.  194.  Hallstead, 
Pa.,  meets  first  Wednesday  at  7.30  p.  ra.,  and 
third  Wednesday  at  7.30  a.  m.,  at  Clune's  Hall, 
Main  St 

President— E.  ^\^lited,  41  Church  St 
Sec— Wm.  L.  Carroll,  4a  Main  St 
Treas.— Fred  Decker,  8  Rose  St 
Journal — Elmer  Whited. 

SEAL  ROCK  LODGE  No.  197.  Ssn  Fran- 
dsco,  Cal.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Mondays 
at  8  p.  m.,  in  Yeoman's  Hall,  comer  a4th  and 
Mission  Sts. 

President— Jas.    L.    Stewart,   231    Mississippi 
Sec.    and   Treas. — Frank    H.    Grube,    comer 
Beta  St  and  Leland  Ave.,  Bay  Shore  Dist 

TERMINAL  LODGE  No.  108,  LitUe  Rock. 

Ark.,  meets  first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m., 

in  Vo^l's  Hall. 
President — F.  H.  Bingham,  406  Maple  St 
Treas.--W.     T.    Meckel,     1018    Walter    St 
Sec — R.  M.  Huston.  91  a  Poplar  Ave 

CHICAGO  LODGE  No.  199.  Chicago.  111., 
meets  second  Sunday  at  7.30  p.  m.,  and  fourth 
Sundav  at  1.30  p.  m.,  each  month,  at  151  £. 


Randolph  St. 

President — M.  S.  Meehan,  8544  Jackson 
Ave. 

Sec  and  Joumal — ^J.  W,  Hemen,  657  S. 
Morgan  St. 

Treas.— E.  D.  Brough,  57a  E.  50th  St: 
phone,  Blue  1963. 

CONSTITUTION  LODGE  No.  aoo,  Boston. 
Mass.,  meets  first  nnd  third  Sundiy  evenings, 
660  E.  6th  St..  S.  Boston.  Mass. 

President— T.  C.  Lamb,  34  Crescent  St.. 
Summerville,  Mass. 

Sec  and  Treas. — ^J.  D.  Chisholm,  7  Cedar 
St.,  Cl^arleston,  Mass. 

Journal — E.  J.  Demash,  233  Washington  St, 
Dorchester,  Mass. 
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HAPPY  DAY  LODGE  No.  joi,  Buffalo. 
N.  Y.,  meeU  second  and  fourth  Fnday  even- 
ing at  8  o'clock,  third  Thursday  at  9  »•  »•! 
at  Boyer**  Hall,  cor.  Emslie  and  Swan  Sts. 

Pretidcnt-r-C.  M.  Casey,  s^a  Perry  St 

Treas.— Wm.  Krieger,  500  Howard  St. 

Journal  and  Sec.— H.  K.  O'Brien,  95  North- 
land Ave.  

PASCO  LODGE  No.  202,  Fasco,  Wash. 
Meets  first  and  third  Sundays,  3  p.  m.,  in 
K.  of  P.  Hall. 

President — J.  A.  Steinhauser. 

Sec. — Raymond  Olsen. 

Treas. — J.  J.  Bennett,  Box  165. 

MEADVILLE  LODGE  No.  J03,  Meadville, 
Pa.,  meets  at  Central  Labor  Union  Halt 
Treas.— Jas.  A.  Haas,  1003  Woodland  Ave. 

EAST  SIDE  LODGE  No.  J04,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  meets  first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m., 
in  Central  Annex  Hall,  6th  and  Washingtoa 
Sts. 

President— W.  G.  Murphy,  687  L'Orient  St. 

Sec— James  McAvoy,  m  E.  7th  St    ^ 
•  Treas.— P.  J.  Harrington,  jo8  Pennsylvania 
Ave. 

Journal— Frank  Burke,  738  Payne  Ave. 

MIDWAY  LODGE  No.  ao6,  St  Paul. 
Minn.,  meets  first  and  third  Wednesday.  8 
p.  m.,  in  Columbia  Hall,  cor.  Prior  and  Uni* 
versity. 

President— C.  G.  Alexander,  1768  Blair  St 

Sec  and  Journal — L.  A.  McMahon,  2094 
Marshall  Ave.,  Merriam  Park. 

Treas.— W.  H.  Lee.  Flat  4.  Crosby  Elk., 
Merriam   Park,    Minn. 

AUBURN  PARK  LODGE  No.  ao8.  Chi- 
cago.  111.,  meets  first  and  third  Monday  at  8 

Lm..   in   Auburn    Hall,   cor.    79th   St    and 
we  Ave. 

President  and  Journal — ^James  Finley,  7946 
Normal  Ave. 

Sec  and  Trefw.- John  J.  Barrett,  7844  Union 
Ave.  

EVENING  STAR  LODGE  No.  soo.  Buffalo. 
N.  Y..  meets  in  Boyer's  Hall.  cor.  Enulie  and 
Swan  Sts..  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  and  third  Wednesday  at  8.30  a.  m. 

President— F.  J.  Sheehan.  10  Oakdale  PI. 

Sec— Jas.  E.  Collins,  242  Katherine  St. 

Treas. — ^Jas.  A.  Flynn,  17  Norman  St 

Journal — ^W.  D.  Lewis,  i8s  Maurice  St. 

MONONGAHELA  LODGE  No.  210,  Pitts- 
bnrg.  Pa.,  meets  first  and  third  Sunday  at 
7.30  p.  m.,  in  Weber's  Hall,  cor.  27th  and 
Sarah  Sts.,  S.  S. 

President-— Wm.    J.    Mangan,    99    nth    St, 
S    S 
*Sec.— A   E.  Wolf,  2618   Sarah   St.   S.  S. 

Treas.  and  Journal— J.  W.  McDonald,  46 
32nd  St.  S.  S. 

OLD  KENTUCKY  LODGE  No.  214.  Lud- 
low.  Ky.,  meets  second  Sunday  at  2  p.  m.. 
and  fourth  Thursday,  8  p.  m.,  in  Odd  Fellows' 
Hall. 

President— Frank  Camer.   102  Oak  St. 

Sec — ^T.  J.  Murphy,  154  W.  Linden  St 

Treas.— W.  G.  Chcrrington,  1008  Park  St., 
Latonia,  Ky. 

Journal— W.  J.  Van  Kirk,  11  Frost  Ave. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  LODGE  No.  ItZ 
Oklahoma  City.  Okla.,  meet^  first  and  second 
Monda;rs  at  10  a.  m..  1105  S.  Robinson  St 

President — A.  Landrum,  631  W.  Chucku^ha 
St 
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Sec    and    Treas.— G.    M.    Boucher,    526    W. 
California  St 
Journal — Pete  Ketrhum.  care  Frisco  Ry. 

CHICKASHA  LODGE  No.  217.  Chickasha, 
Okla. 

Treas. — Chas.  Nichols,  519  Washington  Ave. 

E.  T.  ENGUSH  LODGE  No.  ji8.  Jersey 
City.  N.  T..  meeU  fourth  Thursdar  at  8  a.  m., 
in  Butlers  Hall,  cor.  Third  and  Grove  Sts. 

President— J.  J.  McKenney,  234  6th  St. 

Treas.— J.  F.  Welsh.  177  3d  St. 

Sec    and   Journal— W.    H.    Whitmore, 
4th  St 

NICKEL  PLATE  LODGE  No.  sao.  Buffalo. 
N.  Y..  meets  fourth  Wednesday  at  8.30  p.  m., 
and  fourth  Saturday  at  9  a.  m.,  at  Boyers 
Hall,  cor.  Swan  and  Emslie  Sts. 

President — J.  W.  Fleming,  2202  Main  St. 

Sec  and  Treas.— J.  A.  Deahl.  820  Elk  St 

Journal — ^Wm.  Ryan.  801  Eagle  St 

LACKAWANNA  LODGE  No.  aai.  West 
Seneca,  N.  Y.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Fri- 
days at  8.30  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Sunday,  8.30  a. 
m.,  at  Delaney's  Hall,  South  Park  Ave. 

President— Jno.  Wright.  4  Parkview  Ave., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Rec  Sec— H.  McGuire,  330  sd  St 

Treas.— James  F.  Garvey,  419  Fulton  St., 
Buffalo,  K.  Y. 

Journal — ^Wm.  Nash.  900  Ridge  Road. 

STILL  CITY  LODGE  No.  224.  Peoria.  111., 
meets  second  and  fourth  Sunday  at  7*30  p.  m.. 
in  Room  400,  sixth  floor,  Observatorr  Bidg. 

President^— Wm.   J.    Deadr.  406   Persimmon 

Sec  and  Journal — ^J.  H.  Brown,  306  Morton 
St 

Treas. — ^D.   M.   Smith,   225   Hancock  St 

HONTCHAKTRAIN  LODGE  No.  225.  New 
Orleans.  La.,  meets  first  Sunday  at  8  p.  m., 
and  24th  of  each  month  at  Mrs.  Loeper's  Hall, 
Annunciation  and  Erato,  at  8  p.  m.  ^ 

Presidcnt--T.   P.  Clark,  934  Calliope  St. 

Sec.   and  Treas.— C.   E.   Collins,  2515   Clara 

Journal — ^J.  V.  Hennessey,  2506  Tbaha  St. 

ERIE  LODGE  No.  226,  Buffalo.  N.  Y., 
meets  in  B"verS  Hnll.  cor.  Emslie  an''  'i-nrc** 
Sts.,  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.,  and  fourth  Thurs- 
day at  9  a.  m. 

Pres.^D.  J.  Maloney.  140  Maurice  St. 

Sec. — Martin  J.  Cooley,  96  Peabodv  St 

Fin.  Sec.  and  Treas.— Jno.  J.  Whalen,  95 
VanRensselaer  St 

ONTARIO  LODGE  No.  228.  Middletown, 
N.  Y..  meeU  first  and  third  Friday  at  8  p.  m.. 
cor.  North  St  and  Wickham  Ave.,  Welch's 
Hall. 

President— Geo.  P.  Welch,  319  North  St 

Sec. — Thos.  L.  Girard,  11^  Lowe  Ave. 

Treas.— J.  W.  Wallace.  13  Fairview  Ave. 

Journal— Wm.  H.  Hardick.  N.  Wisnrr. 

ANTHRACITE  LODGE  No.  229,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.,  meets  second  and  fourth  Sundav 
at  2  p.  m.,  in  Building  and  Trades  Council 
Rooms.  West  Market  St. 

President^Wm.  A.  McCall.  143   S.  Meade 

Sec  and  Treas.— Geo.  Goodall,  268  S.  State. 

Jotimal — .Tohn    Thomas,    tot    Stanton    St. 

KENSINGTON  LODGE  No.  230,  Chicaeo. 
111.,  meets  third  Thursday  at  8  p.  m.,  in  Hen- 
derson's Hall. 

President — T.   Masterbrook,    11805    State   St 

Treas. — Hugh  Dean.  1182A  Michigan  Ave. 

Sec  and  Journal — ^John  Slater,  10907  Curtis 
Ave. 
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No  one  need  remain 
deaf  now 

for  I  have  invented  and  perfected  a  device 
which  fits  into  the  ear  witoout  a  bit  of  dis- 
comfort. 

It  is  to  the  ear  what  glasses  are  to  the  eyes 
but  when  worn  it  can't  be  seen. 

So  small  you  don't  know  vou  are  wearing  it 
— yet  so  effective  you  would  miss  it  instantly. 

This  device  of  mine  is  so  constructed  that  it 
magnifies  the  sound  waves — then  this  magnified 
sound  is  concentrated  to  the  center  of  the  ear 
drum. 

It  does  what  ear  trumpets  are  supposed  to 
do — but  it  is  invisible.  You  even  forget  it 
yourself. 

You  sec,  years  ago  I  was  deaf  myself — 
people  had  to  shout  at  me.  It  was  so  embar- 
rassing that  I  was  avoided. 


I  doctored  for  two  years — but  with  no  avail. 
So  in  sheer  desperation  I  resolved  to  help  my- 
self. 

Day  and  night  I  experimented  with  an  artl 

ficial   car.      * '^  -   '  -J- —   ---•    "*   — 

ceeded. 
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After   years  of  tedious  toil   I  sue- 


My  efforts  were  more  than  repaid,  for  when 
I  perfected  my  device  so  I  could  wear  it  my- 
self, my  hearing  came  back.  People  no  longer 
shunned  me.  It  was  marvelous — I  could  hear 
as  well  as  anybody. 

What  I  did  for  myself  I  have  since  done 
for  200,000  others — and 

I  can  make  you 

hear  again 

Yet  what  it  cost  me  in  years  of  struggle  I 
let  you  have  for  five  dollars. 

Don't  send  me  the  money  now — I  w^ant  you 
first  to  read  my  book.  It  goes  into  detail  about 
this  wonderful  device. 

The  whole  result  of  my  successful  experi- 
ment— and,  how  you  can  have  your  hearing  re- 
stored, is  yours  tor  the  cost  of  a  postal  and  a 
minute  to  send  it. 

Write  today  to  the  Wilson  Ear  Drum  Co., 
35  Todd  BIdg.,  Lopisville,  Ky.,  and  simply  say, 
"Send   Mr.   VVilson's  book." 
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The  Building  of  Life's  Bridge. 

What  kind  of  a  bridge  are  you  build- 
ing 

To  span  this  world  and  the  next? 
Remember  the  ones  before  you. 

And  think  of  the  terrible  wrecks. 
Let  character's  timber  be  perfect 

To  withstand  the  jolts  and  strains 
Of  the  blasts  of  winter  appalling — 

The  winds  and  the  pelting  rains. 

Is  the  'hutment  stone  of  your  struc- 
ture 

Well  laid  on  the  Solid  Rock, 
Or  is  it  faulty  and  likely 

To  fall  at  the  slightest  shock? 
Beware!    oh,  my  brother,  in  building 

This  wonderful  bridge  of  life. 
That  none  of  the  bolts  or  cables 

Are  tempered  with  hate  and  strife! 

For  whatever  goes  in  the  foundation 

Unable  to  stand  the  strain 
Of  the  raging  storms  of  life's  tempests. 

Will  have  to  come  out  again. 
And  the  work  will  cost  many  hours 

Of  hardship,  sorrow  and  tears. 
To  perfect  what  manhood  degraded 

In  the  wake  of  the  wasted  years. 

What  kind  of  a  bridge  are  you  build- 
ing? 

Are  you  making  the  cables  strong? 
Remember  the  chasm  is  yawning 

And  the  way  is  dark  and  long. 
Test  well  every  part,  and  be  patient 

With  the  honest  work  you  do. 
If  you  are  building  a  mighty  structure, 

For  the  world  Is  watching  you! 

—Adelhert  Clark. 
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WHAT  TRADES  UNIONS  STAND  fOR. 


Bt  an  Amkuoait  Mechanic. 


(Reprinted   from    The   ChrUtian  Enr 
deavor  World,) 

We  had  a  queer  experience  the  other 
night  at  a  meeting  of  our  labor  union. 
We  initiated  five  candidates,  and  it  re- 
quired the  senrloeB  of  as  many  differ- 
ent interpreters.  There  were  a  Swede, 
a  German,  a  Hungarian,  a  Bohemian 
and  a  Frenchman. 

The  fellows  had  lots  of  fun  about  it, 
but  it  was  serious  business  to  the  offi- 
cers who  were  doing  the  Job.  Every 
one  of  the  candidates  went  through 
the  oiitire  performance  without  a  smile. 
Those  foreigners  were  certainly  a  sol- 
emn crowd. 

The  ceremony  reminded  me  again 
and  again  of  the  pledge  required  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
that  its  members  will  "never  discrim- 
inate against  a  fellow  worker  on  ac- 
count of  creed,  color  or  nationality." 

Once  on  a  time  we  machinists  were 
bound  to  introduce  into  our  lodges 
only  white  candidates.  But  about  a 
dosen  years  ago  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  told  us  that  either  we 
should  have  to  cut  out  the  word 
"white,"  or  they  would  cut  us  out. 

We  cut  out  the  word.  The  lodges 
that  are  still  using  the  old  form  are 
doing  it  against  the  laws  of  the  union. 


It  isn't  to  be  wondered  at  that  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  there  is  this 
feeling  against  the  colored  man  among 
some  trades  unionists,  because  there 
are  many  eminently  respectable  citi- 
zens in  the  same  communities  who 
keep  them  out  of  their  churches  and 
all  other  organizations  with  which 
they  are  identified.  It's  easier  for  a 
colored  man  to  join  a  white  man's 
union  than  it  is  for  a  colored  man  to 
Join  a  white  man's  church. 

It's  hardly  a  square  deal  to  hold 
against  the  labor  union  the  charge  of 
discrimination  when  these  folks  in  the 
supposedly  better  classes  are  doing  the 
same  thing. 

AMEBIOANIZING  F0BEIGNEB8. 

But,  when  it  comes  to  a  straight  out- 
and-out  proposition  with  reference  to 
the  foreigner,  you  can't  find  an  or- 
ganization that  does  more  than  the 
labor  union  to  Americanize  him. 

All  you've  got  to  do  to  get  the  proof 
is  to  go  to  the  stockyards  district  In 
Chicago,  and  study  the  influence  of  the 
labor  unions  over  the  thousands  of 
foreigners  of  different  nationalities 
that  work  in  the  yarda 

Or,  if  you  traveled  through  the  coal 
fields  of  Pennsylvania  among  pretty 
nearly  the  same  class  of  people,  you 
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would  find  that  John  Mitchell's  organi- 
zation has  been  a  great  civilizing 
agency  among  them.  The  Miners' 
Union  has  its  constitution  translated 
into  nine  different  languages. 

Most  of  these  foreigners  come  to  this 
country  with  the  idea  that  the  word 
''government"  means  oppression. 
Through  the  labor  union  they  soon 
come  to  know  that  it  means  friend. 

The  immigrants  are  real  flesh-and- 
blood  people,  with  human  hopes  and  as- 
pirations, with  human  needs  and  hu- 
man hearts.  They  are  men,  and  they 
must  be  so  regarded. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  this  has  been 
recognized  by  organized  labor  that  the 
union  is  so  influential  with  the  immi- 
grant. The  public  school  has  its  place 
in  educating  his  children^  but  he  him- 
self becomes  most  familiar  with  Ameri- 
can institutions  and  customs  through 
the  labor  organization  of  which  he  be- 
comes a  member. 

Here  he  gets  rid  of  his  clannish  in- 
stinct. He  comes  to  know  more  about 
the  solidarity  of  the  human  race,  the 
brotherhood  of  man.  Here  his  stand- 
ard of  living  is  elevated.  Here  he 
learns  his  first  lesson  in  democracy. 

To  the  trades  unionist  the  immi- 
grant has  no  romance.  Whether  he 
comes  from  sunny  Italy  or  from 
stormy  Russia,  he  is  looked  upon  as  a 
workingman  who  needs  help,  and  who 
in  turn  may  give  help  to  those  of  his 
class. 

There  has  been  no  sentimentality 
about  the  Joib,  but  the  union  has  suc- 
ceeded in  giving  him  a  broader  out- 
look. 

There  is  a  general  impression  that 
in  our  union  we  demand  equal  wages 
for  all  workmen,  putting  all  men  on  a 
dead  level. 

That  isn't  at  all  true.  We  ask  for  a 
minimum  or  living  wage,  but  we  do 
not  object  to  an  employer's  paying  as 
much  more  to  any  man  as  he  thinks 
that  man  is  worth.  If  the  boss  makes 
our  minimum  wage  the  maximum 
amount  which  he  will  pay,  then  it 
seems  to  me  that  he,  and  not  the  union, 
is  doing  the  leveling. 

It  has  been  said  that  if  a  superior 
man  were  paid  more  than  the  union 
rate,  the  rest  of  the  men  would  hear 
of  it,  and  then  they  would  all  demand 
the  same  wages  as  the  best  man  is  re- 
ceiving. 

If  this  should  be  true,  it  would  be 
due  not  to  the  union,  but  to  the  gen- 


eral feeling  of  the  average  man  that 
he  is  Just  as  good  as  any  other  man,  if 
not  a  whole  lot  better.  This  feeling 
crops  out  not  only  among  union  men, 
but  among  non-union  men  as  welL 

But  why  shouldn't  a  workingman 
have  as  much  right  as  anybody  else  to 
have  a  minimum  rate  of  wages? 

The  doctors  get  together,  and  decide 
what  shall  be  the  least  amount  for 
which  they  will  make  a  call.  The  coal 
dealers  agree  on  a  uniform  price.  The 
same  thing  is  true  of  practically  every 
business  in  the  country.  Even  scMne 
preachers'  organizations  will  not  in- 
stall a  minister  unless  the  congrega- 
tion promises  to  pay  him  their  union 
rates  of  wages.  Why  doesnt  somebody 
set  up  a  howl  about  some  of  these 
folks?  Why  does  everybody  Jump  on 
the  labor  union  when  it  simply  follows 
the  examples  of  those  who  are  sup- 
posed to  know  better? 

It  is  the  same  with  "limiUng  the 
output." 

How  often  do  we  get  criticised  on 
this  question!  Why  doesn't  the  coun- 
try Jump  on  the  coal  operators,  who 
de]i<berately  decide  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season  Just  how  much  coal  is  to  be 
mined,  so  that  they  may  regulate  the 
price?  What  about  the  owners  of  the 
steel  plants  and  other  great  corpora- 
tions, who  do  Just  as  they  choose  about 
such  matters?  Nobody  seems  to  care 
very  much  about  what  these  people  do, 
but  the  whole  cnowd  will  complain  of 
the  workingman  when  he  tries  to 
make  a  fight  for  a  decent  living.  The 
corporations  do  these  things  so  that 
they  may  get  a  bigger  profit  The 
workingman  seeks  to  regulate  his  craft 
so  that  he  can  make  both  ends  meet 

18  IT  A  TRUST? 

They  call  us  a  trust. 

How  can  an  organization  be  a  trust 
when  we  are  all  the  time  after  new 
members,  trying  to  get  every  man  in 
the  craft  to  Join  us.  and  sometimes 
lowering  or  waiving  our  Initiation  fee 
altogether,  in  order  to  make  it  easier 
for  him  to  do  so? 

A  trust  is  exclusive.  It's  a  close  cor- 
poration. Our  union  is  a  wide-open  in- 
stitution, whose  doors  are  closed  only 
to  incompetent  immoral  and  disrepu- 
table characters. 

Then  they  say  we  are  insisting  upon 
a  "closed"  shop. 

There's  quite  a  differenoe  between 
a  closed  shop  and  a  union  shop.  As  ft 
matter  of  fact  when  the  average  em- 
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ployer  runs  a  so-called  "open"  shop.  It 
is  actually  a  "closed"  shop  to  the 
trades  unionist,  because  the  boss  will 
not  employ  a  union  man.  One  of  the 
questions  that  is  asked  every  man  who 
applies  for  a  Job  in  most  big  shops  is 
this,  "Are  you  a  member  of  a  labor 
union?"  If  he  is,  he  steps  down  and 
out. 

The  day  of  individual  bargaining 
has  gone  by  for  most  workingmen. 
We  prefer  to  do  our  bargaining  collect- 
ively, through  a  chosen  representative 
who  knows  all  about  the  game,  because 
he  is  a  specialist  on  that  sort  of  deal. 
He  knows  the  tricks  that  are  common- 
ly practiced  on  workingmen,  so  that 
he  can  properly  represent  our  inter^ 
ests.  He  goes  to  the  boss,  and  makes 
him  a  proposition  that  the  union  which 
he  represents  will  furnish  him  with 
competent  men.  These  men  are  to 
work  so  many  hours  a  day,  and  all 
other  details  are  to  be  settled  by  mu- 
tual agreement. 

Our  business  agent  can  control  the 
men  in  his  organization.  They  will 
abide  by  the  contract  which  he  has 
made.  We  can  not  control  the  men 
who  are  outside  our  organization,  so 
that  we  ask  the  employer  to  employ 
only  our  men,  in  order  to  have  perfect 
harmony. 

If  these  outside  men  will  agree  to 
make  the  same  contract  that  we  have 
made  with  the  boss,  they  come  in  on 
the  same  terms.  We  ask  no  more  of 
them  than  we  are  willing  to  do  our- 
selves. 

ril  admit  that  it  isn't  a  square  deal 
to  force  a  man  into  the  union  if  he 
feels  that  he  doesn't  want  to  join.  But 
if  he  will  not  come  in.  then  he  has  no 
right  to  the  benefits  which  come  as  the 
result  of  our  fighting  and  sacrifices. 

Many  a  workingman  who  says  that 
he  has  "conscientious  scruples"  against 
joining  the  union  simply  mean-s  that 
he  is  against  payine:  dues  and  assess- 
ments for  a  thing  which  he  believes  he 
will  get  any  way,  because  the  other 
fellows  will  do  the  fighting  for  him.  I 
call  that  a  mean  game. 

It's  all  nonsense  to  say  that  the 
bosses  would  have  advanced  us  with- 
out the  help  of  the  union.  They  don't 
do  things  that  way.  Some  of  them 
would  if  thev  could,  but  unless  the 
bosses  as  a  class  were  compelled  to  do 
so,  the  better  type  of  employers  would 
find  it  hard  to  compete  with  the  fel- 


lows who  decline  to  advance  wages  and 
other  privileges. 

As  it  is,  under  the  union  rules  they 
are  all  on  a  common  footing,  and  each 
knows  just  what  every  other  employer 
is  compelled  to  pay  his  men,  unless 
there  are  special  reasons  why  he  may 
pay  more  or  less;  but  in  such  a  case 
the  thing  is  balanced  up  in  some  other 
way,  that  they  are  still  in  the  same 
clasa  Our  plan  really  protects  the 
man  who  wants  to  do  the  square  thing 
by  us. 

A  good  many  folks  say  that  we  have 
the  boss  at  a  disadvantage  because  we 
are  not  incorporated.  He  can  not  hold 
us  to  our  contract,  while  he  himself  is 
liable  to  damages. 

Now  that  isn't  true. 

It  isn't  true  so  far  as  his  dealings  in 
a  business  way  are  concerned,  for  all 
contracts  these  days  are  "subject  to 
strikes  and  lockouts." 

It  isn't  true  concerning  his  relations 
with  us,  because  an  unincorporated 
concern  can  neither  sue  nor  be  sued, 
so  that  we  are  still  on  a  common 
basis. 

As  we  are  not  looking  forward  for 
weeks  and  months  of  idleness,  there 
is  no  particular  hankering  for  long 
periods  of  non-employment.  If  we 
should  go  out  on  a  strike,  I  guess  that 
the  loss  would  be  pretty  nearly  even. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  usually  in 
favor  of  the  boss;  for  whereas  our 
wattes  are  lost  forever,  because  we  can 
not  work  on  the  days  that  are  past,  the 
boss,  in  most  cases,  can  increase  his 
force,  and  make  up  much  of  what  has 
been  lost  during  a  time  of  strike  or 
lockout. 

But  why  not  incorporate?  you  ask. 

First,  because  there  is  nothing  in 
particular  to  be  gained  by  it;  and,  sec- 
ond, because  there  is  very  much  to  be 
lost. 

There  are  certain  concerns  which 
will  stoop  to  almost  any  kind  of  a 
mean  deal  in  getting  the  best  of  work- 
IngnMU  for  a  consideration,  and  there 
are  some  employers  who  are  in  the 
same  class  who  will  take  advantage  of 
the  offer  of  these  agencies. 

Suppose  we  had  a  fat  treasury, — and 
we  are  all  aiming  to  accumulate  big 
strike  funds, — and  suppose  that  we 
were  on  a  strike.  In  comes  your 
agency  spy,  who  might  either  commit 
an  act  of  lawlessness,  or  get  some  fool- 
ish bona-fide  union  man  to  commit  cme, 
which  would  result  in  the  loss  of  prop- 
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erty,  for  which  heavy  damages  might 
be  secured  by  the  company.  This  sort 
of  a  deal  would  simply  put  us  out  of 
business. 

I  don^t  believe  for  a  moment  that  my 
boss  would  stoop  to  such  a  low  trick, 
but  there  are  bosses  who  might,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  subordinates  who 
are  none  too  good  for  a  Job  of  this 
kind.  In  their  glee,  because  of  the  ex- 
termination of  the  union,  some  bosses 
would  be  strongly  tempted  to  close 
their  eyes  to  the  methods  whereby 
this  end  had  been  secured. 

But  about  this  whole  business  of 
Judging  labor  unions,  why  does  every- 
body gauge  us  by  our  worst  points, 
whereas  they  themselves  expect  to  be 
Judged  by  their  best? 

Folks  don't  treat  any  other  organiza- 
tion as  they  do  ours  in  this  respect. 
It's  hardly  a  square  deal.  When  the 
average  man  thinks  of  the  labor  union, 
his  mind  runs  at  once  to  the  last  union 
"slugging"  story  reported  by  a  sensa- 
tional newspaper,  which  in  all  proba- 
bility was  greatly  exaggerated,  and  for 
which  organized  labor  does  not  at  all 
stand. 

It  might  not  be  amiss  to  tell  about 
the  way  in  which  organized  labor  has 
elevated  the  great  mass  of  workers. 

Their  labor  halls  have  become  social 
ceL*ters,  where  lecture  courses  are 
given,  and  where  the  union  man  may 
take  his  wife  and  family  for  social 
functions. 

Why  don't  our  enemies  tell  about  the 
sick  and  death  benefits  paid  out  by  our 
national  and  local  organizations,  so 
tlu.t  a  trades  unionist  never  appeals  to 
anybody  for  charity? 

What  about  the  correspondence 
schools  that  are  being  supported,  so 
that  a  man  may  become  a  be*'  ?r  me- 
•  hanlc? 

Let's  hear  about  the  technical 
courses  that  are  printed  in  our  Jour- 
nals. 

Who  ever  talks  of  the  fight  that  or- 
ganized labor  is  making  for  equal  pay 
t)  men  and  women  for  equal  work,  so 
that  the  women  folks  may  get  e  square 
deal? 

What  about  the  struggles  for  labor 
in  behalf  of  children? 

Who  is  doiflg  more  'n  a  practical 
wftv  for  the  abolition  of  the  sweatshop; 
for  the  wiping  out  of  unsanitary  con- 
ditions in  shop  and  tenement;  for  the 
securing  of  a  shorter  workday,  so  that 


there  may  be  time  and  strength  l^ 
for  the  better  things  of  life? 

Aren't  the  lessons  in  coK>peration,  in 
team  work,  in  real  brotherhood,  worth 
anything? 


An  Appeal  for  "^  The  Bread  Une** 

The  Bowery  Mission  "Bread  Line," 
at  which  1,000  men  who  are  out  in  the 
streets  all  night  are  given  a  breakfast 
of  cofTee  and  rolls  every  morning  at 
one  o'clock,  is  one  of  the  most  pathetic 
sights  in  all  the  wide  world.  Lon^:  be- 
fore the  hour  of  opening,  these  poor, 
starving  men  stand  in  a  single  line 
that  sometimes  extends  for  blocks  in 
length,  waiting  for  the  cofTee  and  rolls. 
During  the  winter  this  breakfast  is 
given  to  an  aggregate  of  210,000  home- 
less men  and  boys,  and  up  to  date 
over  half  a  .million  of  the  homeless 
have  had  their  weary  tramp  restfuUy 
interrupted  by  this  unique  ministra- 
tion. The  first  of  these  breakfasts  \s 
given  on  Thanksgiving  morning,  and 
the  last  on  the  following  Easter  morn- 
ing. Altogether  the  mission  supplied 
this  year  over  312,000  meals  and  67,- 
072  lodgings  to  homeless  men  and 
boys. 

It  is  for  this  grand,  philanthropic 
work  that  we  ask  your  co-operation. 
The  homeless,  friendless,  disheartened 
and  despairing  men  and  boys  of  the 
Bowery  are  not  native  New  Yorkers, 
but  men  and  boys  who,  until  within 
one  year,  lived  happily  with  father  and 
mother,  and  perhaps  wife,  at  the  old 
homestead.  They  are  stranded  here, 
and  in  despair  appeal  to  the  Old  Bow- 
ery Mission  which,  for  over  thirty 
years,  has  been  to  the  unfortunate,  as 
the  rescue  cities  of  old,  a  haven  of  en- 
couragement, rest  and  protection.  Shall 
we  turn  them  away?  It  rests  with  the 
good  people  of  this  country  to  decide 
this,  and  may  God  graciously  help  you 
to  decide  it  aright  John  a  Earl, 
financial  secretary.  No.  92  Bible  House, 
New  York  City. 


"Alas!"  confessed  the  penitent  man, 
"in  a  moment  of  weakness  I  stole  a 
carload  of  brass  fittings."  "In  a  mo- 
ment of  weaknessf'  exclaimed  the 
Judge.  "Goodness,  man!  what  would 
you  liave  taken  if  you  had  3^elded  in 
a  moment  when  you  felt  strongr— 
Boston  Gto^e. 
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TRANSMUTATION  OP 

VIRTUES  INTO  VICES 


(Bt  Charles  Bbbkhtb  Scott  Wood.) 


I  believe  a  very  tolerable  essay  could 
be  written  on  the  transmutation  of 
virtues  into  vices — perhaps  it  has  been 
done.  There  is  no  new  thing  under 
the  sun — a  saying  I  give  little  adher- 
ence to.  Proverbs,  maxims  and  such 
generalizations  would  find  the  lie  every 
day,  if  it  were  looked  for.  There  is 
much  new  under  the  sun — and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  some  day  an  editor 
may  have  a  principle,  and  a  great  daily 
tell  the  truth.  This  old  world  is  ever 
new — that  is  the  fascination  of  it.  Not 
only  new  to  each  of  us  who  opens  his 
eyes  for  the  first  time  upon  the  pano- 
rama and  frets  across  the  stage  his 
brief  moment — but  in  truth  new — new 
lands,  new  life,  new  thoughts.  And 
there  is  the  very  core  of  the  matter — 
new  thoughts. 

People  talk  of  unchanging  human 
nature — eternally  the  same.  Human 
nature  is  changing  as  much  as  the  hu- 
man body  did  and  probably  much 
more  and  faster  than  the  human  body 
is  now  changing,  though  it  is  danger- 
ous to  speculate  on  evolution  in  which 
millions  of  years  are  minutes.  The 
body  has  adapted  itself  to  its  present 
environment,  and  little  change  may  be 
expected  unless  the  environment 
changes;  but  the  environment  of  mind 
and  thought  is  constantly  changing  be- 
fore our  very  eyes,  and  human  nature 
is  changing  with  It. 

Does  anyone  fancy  that  we  have  the 
human  nature  of  the  cave  dwellers? 
Gentlemen  whose  conception  of  Justice 
and  the  might  to  gratify  it;  who  did 
not  on  occasion  hesitate  to  eke  out  the 
scant  subsistence  of  a  non-prosperous 
administration  by  devouring  their 
grandmothers  and  other  weak  an- 
tiques; and  quite  right,  too,  from  the 
viewpoint  of  nature.  We  ourselves 
must  admit  that  we  would  rather  have 
the  cave  dwelling  paterfamilias  and 
his  amiable  mate  preserve  the  divine 
spark  for  transmission  to  us,  by  re- 
course to  grandpa  or  grandma  as  a 
larder  rather  than  that  by  self-denial 
and  literal  self-sacrifice  all  human  life 
should   become    extinct   and   we   our- 


selves be  barred  from  our  succession 
to  this  wonderful  world  of  nlckeHn- 
the-slot  drama  and  tinhorn  tragedy. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  as  we  picture 
the  cave  gentleman  at  his  necessitous 
or  perhaps  diplomatical  meal  with 
bloody  front  gnawing  the  raw  bones  of 
his  mother-in-law,  nephew,  grand- 
father, or  whichever  relative  his  taste  . 
and  an  over-ruling  providence  decreed 
should  be  removed  from  their  midst  to 
his;  we  realize  that  we  of  today  have 
progressed  in  our  nature;  even  an  edi- 
tor has  a  somewhat  different  canni- 
balistic method,  and  presumably  a  dif- 
ferent nature. 

But  those  who  cling  to  the  absolute 
unchanging  quality  of  human  nature 
will  say:  Take  an  editor,  even  the 
greatest,  and  put  him  on  a  raft  in 
mid-ocean — the  reader  will  understand 
that  this  is  wholly  hypothetical,  God 
forbid  that  any  editor,  even  the  great- 
est, should  in  fact  be  put  on  a  raft  in 
mid-ocean  and  the  world  left  rocking 
in  chaos — take  an  editor,  the  objector 
will  say  (as  if  the  editor  were  a  worm) 
and  put  him  on  a  raft  in  mid-ocean 
with  (me  other  and  no  food  and  he  will 
devour  his  companion  as  relishfully  as 
did  our  late  lamented  ancestor  of  the 
cave. 

The  world  is  full  of  the  self-sacrifice 
of  the  strong  for  the  weak.  Common 
sailors  have  said  good-bye  to  a  com- 
rade and  let  go  the  support  too  frail 
for  both. 

It  was  Greenwood.  I  think,  who  shut 
himself  in  the  leaking  air-lock  of  the 
Hudson  river  tunnel  to  drown  rather 
than  drown  the  four  or  five  laborers  he 
had  put  through  to  safety.  It  is  a  pity 
to  forget  the  names  of  such  heroes— 
greater  than  those  of  war— but  after 
all  the  name  is  not  so  material;  the 
important  fact  is  that  human  nature 
furnishes  such  examples — many  of 
them.  Cave-dwelling  human  nature 
furnished  not  one. 

The  cave  gentleman's  effort  at  char- 
ity was  doubtless  to  crush  the  skull  of 
the  sufferer  with  a  stone — a  method 
having  certainly  some  advantages  over 
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ours,  but  as  a  whole  we  have  pro- 
gressed in  conception  and  intention. 

But  we  need  not  harry  too  cruelly 
the  shades  of  our  cave  ancestors  who 
lived  the  truly  simple  life.  The  his- 
toric ancients  of  the  really  splendid 
civilizations  of  Greece  and  Rome  did 
not  have  the  emotions  of  pity  for  hu- 
manity and  dumb  brutes  as  we  have 
them,  nor  the  sense  of  duty  toward 
the  unfortunate  as  we  have  it.  Nay, 
there  are  whole  nations  today  who 
have  not  developed  into  their  natures 
any  sense  of  brotherhood  of  man  and 
kinship  with  animals.  Where  we  find 
but  so  much  as  one  example  of  a  new 
trait  in  human  nature,  that  gives  us 
a  right  to  claim  it  to  our  credit. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  evolu- 
tion of  a  finer  human  nature  or  soul 
builds  upon  fundamentals.  While  the 
desire  to  live  is  a  general  human  in- 
stinct, there  will  be  the  desire  to  eat 
and  enjoy  life,  out  of  which  must  come 
the  struggle  for  comfort  and  joy.  and 
from  this  struggle,  of  necessity,  selfish- 
ness. Selfishness  is  the  most  desirable 
thing  in  the  world.  It  is  the  electrify- 
ing spark,  the  vital  emotion.  It  is  a 
virtue  and  yet  behold  how  the  virtue 
of  the  cave-dweller,  when  the  great  es- 
sential was  that  life  should  not  vanish 
from  the  planet  and  that  the  fittest 
should  survive,  becomes  the  vice  of 
our  time  when  the  mentally  predatory 
and  by  no  means  fittest  are  crushing 
those  who.  because  of  loftier  ideals  or 
simpler  honesty  are  open  to  exploita- 
tion. 

Altruism,  or  thought  for  others,  self- 
sacrifice,  unselfishness  has  been  de- 
veloped by  the  Christian  impulse  into 
the  chiefest  of  the  virtues.  If  you 
have  not  this  then  are  you  but  as 
sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cymbal. 

Yet  what  a  vice  this  virtue  may  be- 
come. How  many  unselfish  wives  do 
we  see  being  devoured  by  selfish  hus- 
bands, or  husbands  by  wives;  patient 
daughters  wearing  out  their  lives  in 
subjection  to  demanding  mothers. 
Lives  of  men  and  women  literally 
sucked  dry  by  good,  virtuous,  loving, 
pplfish  vamnires.  When  what  every 
life  craves  is  freedom — free,  free  to 
live  its  own  life  in  its  own  way.  giv- 
ing expression  to  all  which  bubbles  up 
from  within. 

It  matters  nothing  at  all  if  there  be 
a  heaven  where  the  selfish  will  be  pun- 
ished and  the  unselfish  rewarded.  Let 
heaven  take  care  of  itself.    No  one  has 


a  right  to  ask  another  to  give  up  his 
individuality  in  this  world  to  lose  his 
quota  of  present  joy  and  trust  to  a 
heavenly  reward.  It  Is  not  a  fair  bar- 
gain. 

I  do  not  say  to  the  leeches:  Be  less 
selfish.  Do  not  such  dry  these  lives 
about  you.  It  would  be  a  useless  ap- 
peal, for  such  is  their  nature;  but  I 
do  say  to  the  victims  (in  some  hope 
that  I  may  be  heard  because  of  the  fun- 
damental instinct  of  selfishness  within 
us  all):  Be  more  selfish — your  life 
was  given  to  you  to  live.  Live  it 
Draw  the  line  between  a  just  attention 
to  others  and  your  essential  duty  to 
yourself.  Let  living  be  reciprocal.  Let 
the  parasites  upon  you  also  give.  If 
all  cannot  be  unselfish,  then  let  all  be 
selfish. 

The  word  has  not  an  ugly  meaning- 
people  pretend  to  recoil  from  the  trait 
It  expresses — ^none  recoil  more  tlian 
those  very  ones  who  are  sucking  the 
lives  of  others.  My  own  irritation  is 
not  SQ  much  with  the  selfish  ones  who 
rule,  who  master,  who  override,  who 
demand,  who  receive  and  who  absorb 
— ^fhey  are  at  least  following  their  na- 
tures— as  with  the  unselfish  ones  who 
do  not  oppose  to  this  selfishness  an 
equal  selfishness;  who  stifle  because 
of  what  I  think  is  a  false  ideal,  the 
natural  desire  to  live  their  own  lives. 
I  do  not  believe  they  are  following 
their  natures  so  much  as  their  ideals 
of  duty.  Whatever  may  come  here- 
after this  world  is  all  we  know.  It 
stands  upon  its  own  footing,  and  no 
person  has  a  right  to  let  his  individoal- 
ity  and  his  life-expressios  and  life- 
longings  be  absorbed  by  another.  His 
highest  duty,  higher  than  any  other 
possible,  for  it  is  to  the  race  as  well 
as  to  himself,  is  to  live  his  own  life  in 
hifl  own  way  to  the  very  fullness 
thereof. 

The  virtues  as  well  as  the  vices 
have  their  root  in  selfishness.  It  is 
the  parent  stock;  and  what  are  vir- 
tues and  what  are  vices  will  alwasrs  be 
open  to  dispute.  Pride  is  a  virtue  as 
self-respect;  it  is  a  vice  as  exagger- 
ated self-esteem.  Love  may  be  a  vice 
and  hate  a  virtue,  so  these  names  go 
masquerading  under  different  guises, 
according  to  the  motive,  the  object  and 
the  degree.  Of  the  primal  instincts- 
offshoots  from  selfishness— jealousy  is 
the  one  which  I  cannot  find  virtuons 
in  any  degree.  In  the  form  of  parental 
solicitude  it  may  be  accepted,  but  the 
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variety  which   we  have  developed  in 
the  sex  relation  is  wholly  bad. 

It  is  brutal  and  unintellectual,  pro- 
lific of  much  misery,  narrowing  to  life 
and  debasing  to  the  soul. 

I  have  heard  people  actually  defend 
Jealousy  by  saying  it  is  common  to 
the  brutes,  that  the  dog,  the  cat,  the 
horse  show  jealousy.  Curious  recom- 
mendation. I  have  no  doubt  the  late 
lamented  cave-dweller,  in  his  impulse 
to  sex  supremacy,  slaughtered  his  ri- 
vals precisely  as  one  Captain  Hains 
has  recently  done,  though  the  gallant 
captain  is  additionally  the  victim  of  an 
artificial  development  called  "honor." 
The  sense  of  ownership  of  his  mate  in 
the  savage  can  be  understood,  espe- 
cially as  he  bought  her — but  just  how  a 
man's  honor  is  blotted  by  any  act  of 
another  of  which  he  had  no  knowledge, 
I  cannot  comprehend.  My  honor  is  in 
my  own  keeping;  and  to  my  way  of 
thinking  an  unfaithful  wife  can  be  left 
to  her  choice  with  greater  honor  than 
to  commit  murder  for  her  sake. 

I  write  these  impressions  too  hur- 
riedly ever  to  be  thorough  (and  by  the 
way,  they  are  in  no  sense  the  editorials 
of  this  magazine,  but  my  personal  im- 
pressions for  what  they  may  be 
worth).  What  I  intend  to  ofTer  as  food 
for  better  and  deeper  thought  than 
mine  is  that  selfishness,  self-interest, 
measurement  by  the  scale  of  self,  self- 
gratification  is  the  root  of  all  impulses 
and  human  attributes,  and  unless  we 
are  to  believe  nature  (or  God)  all 
wrong,  we  cannot  believe  selfishness  to 
be  wrong.  That  in  fact  the  same  trait 
may  be  a  virtue  or  a  vice  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  application,  and 
that  it  is  by  no  means  a  virtue  to 
crush  out  ourselves  idolatrously  before 
the  unchecked  selfishness  of  another  or 
others — rather  it  is  the  highest  duty 
to  live  our  lives  according  to  the  deep 
longings  thereof — for  the  longings  are 
of  God  and  no  man  can  say  what  great 
good  mav  como  to  the  world  from  their 
full  and  free  expression. 

The  world  is  full  of  idols;  we  bow 
down  to  them  and  worship  them,  and 
thouprh  thev  are  senseless  images,  we 
ourselves  are  not  so.  and  it  is  by  our 
own  conceptions  which  we  accept  as 
coming  from  the  Idol  that  we  enslave 
ourselves.  Le:  our  conceptions  there- 
fore be  just.  Measure  them  more  by 
ourselves  and  our  rights  to  life  and  iL 
life,  and  we  will  find  that  much  which 
we  have  called  duty,  honor,  ol  ediencc, 


self-sacrifice,  are  fetiches^  and  the 
whole  world  will  be  juster  and  saner 
and  happier — I  truly  believe  far,  far 
happier  when  they  are  overthrown. 


The  Stingiest  Man. 

Galatin  claims  to  have  the  stingiest 
man  in  Tennessee,  if  not  in  the  world, 
and  a  premium  is  offered  for  his  su- 
perior in  close  fistedness.  He  got  mar- 
ried to  a  home  girl  to  save  expenses. 
They  walked  around  the  square  for  a 
bridal  tour.  He  bought  her  a  nickel's 
worth  of  stick  candy  for  a  wedding 
present,  and  then  suggested  that  they 
save  the  candy  for  the  children. — 
Danville  (Tenn.)  Advocate, 


"Childhood/' 

What  emotions  the  recollections  of 
childhood  inspire  and  how  priceless 
its  treasured  memories  in  our  advanc- 
ing and  declining  years! 

Laughing  eyes  and  curly  hair,  little 
brown  hands  and  bare  feet,  innocent 
and  care-free,  trusting  and  loving,  ten- 
der and  pure,  what  an  elevating  and 
satisfying  influence  these  little  gods 
have  upon  our  maturer  years! 

Childhood!  What  a  holy  theme! 
Flowers  they  are,  with  souls  in  them, 
and  if  on  this  earth  man  has  a  sacred 
charge,  a  solemn  obligation,  it  is  to 
these  buds  and  blossoms  of  humanity. 

Yet  how  many  of  them  are  prema- 
turely plucked,  fade  and  die  and  are 
trampled  in  the  mire.  Many  millions 
of  them  have  been  snatched  from  the 
cradle  and  stolen  from  their  play  to 
be  fed  to  the  forces  that  turn  a  work- 
ingman*s  blood  into  a  capitalist's  gold 
and  many  millions  of  others  have  been 
crushed  and  perverted  into  filth  for 
the  slums  and  food  for  the  potter's 
field. 

Childhood  is  at  the  parting  of  the 
ways  which  lead  to  success  or  failure, 
honor  or  disgrace,  life  or  death.  So- 
ciety Is,  or  ought  to  be,  profoundly  con- 
cerned in  the  nature  of  the  environ- 
ment that  is  to  mold  the  character 
and  determine  the  career  of  its  chil- 
dren, and  any  remissness  in  such  duty 
is  rebuked  by  the  most  painful  of 
penalties  and  these  are  inflicted  with 
increasing  severity  upon  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Childhood  is  the  most,  precious 
charge   of   the   family   and   the   corn- 
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munlty,  but  our  capitalist  clYilisation 
sacrifices  It  ruthlessly  to  satisfy  its 
brutal  lust  for  pelf  and  power,  and  the 
march  of  its  conquest  is  stained  with 
the  blood  of  infants  and  paved  with 
the  puny  bones  of  children. 

What  shall  the  harvest  be? 

The  millions  of  children  crushed  and 
slain  in  the  conquest  of  capitalism 
have  not  died  in  vain.  From  their  lit- 
tle graves  all  over  this  fair  land  they 
are  springing  up,  as  it  were,  against 
the  system  that  murdered  them  and 
pronouncing  upon  it,  in  the  name  of 
God  and  humanity,  the  condemnation 
of  death. — Eugene  Dehs, 


EMBLEM  or  JUSTICE. 


A  Qergyman  Pays  Noble  Tribute 
to  the  Union  Label. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  rieproduce  the  fol- 
lowing noble  tribute  to  the  union  label 
by  a  Baltimore  clergyman.  Here  is 
what  he  said: 

"What  can  be  more  sacred,  more 
holy  or  more  deserving  of  the  rever- 
ence of  men  or  of  the  angels  than  the 
union  label,  which  signifies  that  hu- 
man life  has  been  more  highly  valued 
in  the  production  of  human  commodi- 
ties than  the  mere  profits  sought  for 
by  greed? 

"The  label  is  an  emblem  of  justice, 
of  fraternity,  of  humanity.  When  you 
find  a  label  on  a  garment,  or  box  of 
cigars,  or  loaf  of  bread,  or  a  piece  of 
printing  you  can  be  sure  that  neither 
was  made  in  a  sweatshop,  that  no  lit- 
tle children's  fingers  were  compelled 
to  sew  or  sort  the  tobacco  in  the  hours 
of  night  intended  for  childish  sleep. 
When  you  see  this  label  on  any  com- 
modity you  can  buy  it  with  a  clear 
conscience,  knowing  that  in  doing  so 
you  are  not  becoming  a  partner  in  an 
institution  that  degrades  humanity  to 
private  profit  You  can  sleep  soundly 
and  not  be  worried  with  thoughts  of 
typhus  fever  or  smallpox  or  leprosy, 
which  are  so  often  scattered  broadcast 
from  Chinese  opium  joints,  peniten- 
tiary convicts'  cells  and  tenement 
sweatshops,  where  the  most  degraded 
specimens  of  humanity  put  their  life's 
blood  into  marketable  goods,  from 
which   the   poor,   unsuspecting   public 


suffers  all  manner  of  foul  and  loath 
some  diseases. 

"The  union  label  is  a  religious  em- 
blem. It  is  a  religious  act  to  buy  the 
goods  to  which  this  label  is  attached— 
an  act  blessed  on  earth  and  honored 
in  heaven;  while  it  is  a  sin  to  buy  a 
cigar,  a  piece  of  clothing,  a  pair  of 
shoes  or  a  loaf  of  bread  without  this 
label,  for  then  you  do  not  know  but 
you  are  building  up  the  business  of 
some  heartless  tsrrant,  who  is  extract- 
ing a  fortune  from  the  drudgery  and 
degradation  of  his  fellows  at  the  risk 
of  public  health. 

"God  bless  the  label!  And  I  hope 
that  all  of  you  as  you  leave  this  house 
tonight  will  carry  away  indelibly  im- 
pressed upon  your  minds  the  picture  of 
the  union  label  surrounded  by  angels 
and  that  you  will  always  know  that 
the  favorite  banner  in  heaven  repre- 
sents justice  to  labor,  fresh  air  and 
sunshine  and  healthful  conditions  to 
those  who  toil  and  the  truth  that  hu- 
man life  is  of  gold." 


The  Object  of  Gvilization. 

The  object  of  civilization  lies  in  the 
endeavor  of  humanity  to  become  free 
of  the  compulsion  to  incessantly  labor. 
We  have  surpassed  all  earlier  genera- 
tions in  the  accumulation  of  wealth 
The  genius  of  invention  has  been 
pressed  into  the  service  of  every  hu- 
man activity.  Read  the  reports  of  our 
commissions  on  trade  and  you  will 
find  that  our  power  of  production  is 
twenty  times  greater  than  it  was  ten 
years  ago.  We  should  have  twenty 
times  as  much  of  the  comforts  of  life, 
but  that  is  not  the  case.  Poverty  rules 
everywhere  and  holds  an  equal  pace 
with  progress  in  other  things.— Jfr«. 
B,  L.  Gotoelh 


Is  Our  Home  Safe? 

Our  whole  social  fabric  is  resting  on 
a  crumbling  foundation,  when  50,000 
women  are  toiling  by  day  in  factory 
and  shop  with  no  time  to  learn  to  cook 
or  keep  house.  Nearly  1,000.000  are 
the  sole  support  of  their  families. 
What  becomes  of  their  children?  Tens 
of  thousands  are  in  elemosynary  insti- 
tutions— other  thousands  in  reforma- 
tories.— Broadway  Magazine, 
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The  Muse  of  Labor. 

I  come,  O  heroes,  to  the  world  gone 
wrong; 
I  bring  the  hope  of  nations;  and  I 
bear 
The  warm  first  rush  of  rapture  In  my 
song. 
The  faint  first  light  of  morning  on 
my  hair. 

I  look  upon  the  ages  from  a  tower; 
I   am   the   Muse   of   the   Fraternal 
State; 
No  hand  can  hold  me  from  my  crown- 
ing hour; 
My  song  Is  Freedom  and  my  step  Is 
Fate. 

The  tollers  go  on  broken  at  the  heart; 
They  send  the  spell  of  beauty  on  all 
lands; 
But  what  avail?    the  builders  have  no 
part- 
No  share  In  all  the  glory  of  their 
hands. 

I  have  descended  from  Alcyone; 
I  am  the  muse  of  Labor   and  of 
Mirth; 
I  come  to  break  the  chain  of  Infamy. 
That  Greed's  blind  hammers  forge 
about  the  earth. 

I   have   descended   from   the   Hidden 
Place, 
To   make   dumb   spirits  speak   and 
dead  feet  start: 
I  feel  the  wind  of  battle  In  my  face, 
I  hear  the  song  of  nations  In  my 
heart 

I  stand  by  Him,  the  Hero  of  the  Cross. 
Tp    hurl    down    traitors    that    mis- 
spend His  bread; 
I  touch  the  star  of  mystery  and  loss 
To  shake  the  kingdoms  of  the  living 
dead. 

I    come    to    overthrow    the    ancient 
wrong. 
To  let  the  Joy  of  nations  rise  again; 
I  am  unselfish  service,  I  am  song, 
I  am  the  hope  that  feeds  the  hearts 
of  men. 

I  am  the  vision  In  the  world-eclipse, 
And  where  I  pass  the  feet  of  Beauty 
burn; 
And  when  I  set  the  bugle  to  my  lips. 
The  youth  of  work-worn  races  will 
return. 


I  am  religion  and  the  church  I  build. 
Stands  on  the  sacred  flesh  with  pas- 
sion packed; 
In   me  the  ancient  gospels   are  ful- 
filled^ 
In  me  the  symbol  rises  Into  Fact 

— Edwin  Markham, 


''Mother  Jones''  Gives  Out  Story 

"Mother  Jones"  Is  full  of  Interest- 
ing anecdotes,  which  If  put  Into  print 
would  make  capital  reading  for  all 
people  Interested  In  the  labor  strug- 
gles of  the  times. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Mother 
Jones  was  arrested  In  West  Virginia 
by  order  of  Judge  Jackson  of  the  fed- 
eral court  for  violating  the  Injunctions 
Issued  by  him  during  the  miners' 
strike,  In  which  he  attempted  to  re- 
strain Mother  Jones  and  her  associ- 
ates from  feeding  the  striking  miners. 

The  good  little  friend  of  the  miners 
very  naturally  violated  the  Iniquitous 
order,  and  was  very  promptly  notified 
of  her  arrest  by  the  United  States  mar- 
shal. The  warrant  was  served  while 
she  was  delivering  an  address.  After 
reading  the  document  she  retorted  In 
her  characteristic  manner:  "Go  and 
tell  your  Judge  that  he  Is  the  worst 
scab  I  know  of.  He  scabbed  on  his 
father." 

During  the  trial  one  of  the  mine 
owners'  attorneys  asked  the  good  wo- 
man If  she  had  not  said  that  Judge 
Jackson  was  a  scab.  Before  Mother 
Jones  could  reply  the  aged  jurist 
turned  In  his  chair,  and  facing  the 
prisoner  asked  with  firmness  what  she 
meant  by  such  a  charge. 

Mother  Jones,  not  to  be  outdone, 
proved  equal  to  the  occasion. 

"Well  you  see,  Judge."  she  began,  "It 
was  the  first  thought  that  came  to 
me  when  the  warrant  was  served, 
and  I  had  to  let  it  out  It  didn't  occur 
to  me  in  forty  years.  But  way  back  In 
the  sixties  I  read  In  one  of  the  Phllsr 
delphia  papers  that  President  Lincoln 
had  appointed  a  lawyer  by  name  of 
Jackson  on  the  federal  bench  for  West 
Virginia.  I  also  remembered  the  stir 
about  the  appointment  for  the  papers 
declared  that  the  Initials  of  yourself 
and  your  father  were  the  same,  and 
the  commission  failed  to  state  whether 
the  appointment  was  for  Jackson,  Sr., 
or  Jackson,  Jr.  It  was  also  stated  that 
your  father  was  out  of  the  country 
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temporarily,  and  you  took  the  Job.  It 
was  discoyered  later  that  the  appoint- 
ment was  intended  for  your  father. 
That  is  what  I  meant  when  I  said, 
•you  had  scabbed  on  your  father."* 

This  reply  caused  a  general  laugh  in 
the  court  room  in  which  the  venerable 
Judge  participated  most  heartily. 

When  the  trial  was  over  and  Mother 
Jones  was  acquitted  Judge  Jackson 
sent  for  her,  and  in  his  typical  South- 
ern style  greeted  the  kind  old  lady 
with,  "Judge  Jackson  wishes  to  pay 
his  compliments  to  Mother  Jones,  and 
at  the  same  time  desires  to  assure 
her  that  he  did  not  scab  on  his  father." 

"I  am  glad  of  it/'  replied  Mother 
Jones,  "for  it  is  pleasing  to  learn  that 
I  was  not  tried  by  a  scab  Judge." — 
The  Bakers*  Journal. 


Traitors  and  Ingrates  the  Unions' 
Burden* 

The  white  man  has  his  burden;  the 
Ethiopian  and  the  Mongolian  must 
also  carry  their  load. 

No  nation,  no  people,  no  organization 
is  exempt.  Hence  it  is  but  natural 
that  the  industrial  organizations,  trade 
and  labor  unions,  should  have  their 
special  burden  to  carry. 

The  union's  burden  is  not  a  light 
one,  but  like  every  other  being  and 
institution  on  earth,  the  union  must 
carry  the  load. 

It  is  not  the  opposition  to  the  trade 
union  movement  that  constitutes  the 
union  burden.  It  is  not  the  attacks  of 
its  enemies.  It  is  not  the  malicious 
libels  and  slanders  which  are  heaped 
wholesale  upon  the  organization  and 
its  officers  and  members. 

It  is  not  the  dense  ignorance  and 
prevailing  prejudice  that  at  times  seem 
like  an  insurmountable  barrier  which 
tries  the  strength  of  the  union  move- 
ment. 

It  is  the  same  old  burden.  It  is  the 
Judas  kiss — the  traitor. 

Members  of  a  trade  union  are  not  so 
carefully  selected.  The  door  is  gener- 
ally open  to  all  who  apply  for  mem- 
bership, and  can  prove  that  they  are 
qualified  to  work  at  their  chosen  trade 
or  calling. 

Some  of  these  applicants  come  with- 
out being  well  recommended. 

A  labor  organization  is  the  only  so- 
ciety with  the  exception  of  the  bodv 
politic,  which  must  take  into  its  midst 


its  very  foes.  The  State  can  send  its 
enemies  to  institutions  provided  for 
the  criminals.  Not  so  with  the  trade 
union.  The  very  worst  that  the  labor 
organization  can  do  with  its  criminals 
is  to  expel  them,  which  may  be  done 
as  a  last  resort,  because  it  is  at  vari- 
ance with  the  objects  and  ethics  of  the 
trade  union  movement. 

To  rescue  industrial  slaves  and 
mould  them  into  independent  and  up- 
right workmen  is  a  gigantic  task,  be- 
cause the  corruption  and  perversion  of 
human  nature  make  it  so. 

Every  trade  union  official  and  every 
loyal  member  of  a  labor  organization 
knows  that  his  local  union  is  bur- 
dened with  members  who  have  come  in 
to  get  even  with  the  organization  or 
with  somebody  who  has  benefited  them 
in  the  hour  of  need. 

These  ingrates  and  traitors  are  the 
union's  burden,  and  they  would  wreck 
fhe  organization  and  themselves  in- 
cluded, if  they  only  had  the  power  to 
do  so. 

A  dog  that  bites  the  hand  that  feeds 
it  is  a  malicious  cur. 

Have  you  any  of  that  canine  breed 
in  your  midst? 

If  you  have,  you  need  to  watch  the 
animal. 

These  traitors  and  curs  work  night 
and  dav.  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
as  if  they  were  in  the  employ  of  the 
employer  as  the  enemies  of  organized 
labor. 

Plenty  of  cases  are  on  record  where 
these  spies  and  hounds  in  the  pay  of 
the  enemy  have  been  sent  into  th-* 
unions  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  organization. 

But  whether  these  Judases  have  re- 
ceived the  pieces  of  silver  or  not  is 
not  the  question.  If  the  traitors  are 
working  without  salary,  it  only  proves 
that  thev  are  still  greater  degenerates. 

The  highwayman  and  the  burglar 
who  robs  you  of  your  money  or  breaks 
into  your  house,  if  caught  is  sent  to  the 
penitentiary,  but  he  is  an  angel  com- 
pared with  the  traitor  who  breaks  into 
your  union  in  order  to  annihilate  it. 
and  thus  rob  you  of  your  wages,  your 
eight-hour  workday  and  all  that  the 
trade  union  movement  has  given  you. 
— Organized  Labor,  San  Francisco. 


Some  people  bear  three  kinds  of 
trouble — all  they  ever  had,  all  they 
have  now.  and  all  they  expect  to  have. 
— Edward  Everett  Hale. 
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To-day  and  To-morrow. 

High  hopes  that  burn  like  stars  sub- 
lime 

Go  down  in  the  heaven  of  freedom, 
And  true  hearts  perish  in  the  time 

We  bitterliest  need  'em; 
But  never  sit  we  down  and  say 

There's  nothing  left  but  sorrow; 
We  walk  the  Wilderness  today. 

The  Promised  Land  tomorrow. 

Our  birds  of  song  are  silent  now; 

Pew  are  the  flowers  blooming; 
Yet  life  is  in  the  frozen  bough, 

And  Freedom's  Spring  is  coming; 
And  Freedom's  tide  creeps  up  alway, 

Though  we  may  strand  in  sorrow; 
And  our  good  Bark,  aground  today 

Shall  float  again  tomorrow. 

'Tls  weary  watching  wave  by  wave. 

And  yet  the  tide  heaves  onward; 
We  climb,  like  corals,  grave  by  grave, 

That  pave  a  pathway  sunward; 
We  are  driven  back,  for  our  next  fray 

A  newer  strength  to  borrow. 
And   where   the  Vanguard   camps  to- 
day. 

The  Rear  shall  rest  tomorrow. 

Through  all  the  long,  dark  nights  of 
years 

The  people's  cry  ascendeth, 
And  earth  is  wet  with  blood  and  tears. 

But  our  meek  sufferance  endeth. 
The  few  shall  not  forever  sway. 

The  many  moil  in  sorrow; 
The  Powers  of  Hell  are  strong  today; 

Our  Kingdom  comes  tomorrow. 

O  youth,  flame — earnest,  still  aspire. 

With  energies  immortal; 
To  many  a  heaven  of  desire 

Our  yearning  opes  a  portal. 
And  though  Age  wearies  by  the  way. 

And  hearts  break  in  the  furrow. 
Youth  sows  the  golden  grain  today. 

The  Harvest  comes  tomorrow. 

Build  up  heroic  lives,  and  all 

Be  like  a  sheathen  saber. 
Ready  to  flash  out  at  God's  call — 

O  Chivalry  of  Labor! 
Triumph  and  Toil  are  twins,  though 
they 

Be  singly  bom  in  Sorrow; 
And  'tis  the  Martyrdom  today 

Brings  Victory  tomorrow! 

— Oerald  Massey. 


Dying  in  Harness. 

Only  a  fallen  horse,  stretched  out  there 
on  the  road. 
Stretched  in  the  broken  shafts,  and 
crushed  by  the  heavy  loadr 
Only  a  fallen  horse,  and  a  circle  of 
wondering  eyes 
Watching   the   'frightened   teamster 
goading  the  beast  to  rise. 

Hold!    For  his  toil  is  over — no  more 
labor  for  him; 
See  the  poor  neck  outstretched,  and 
the  patient  eyes  grow  dim; 
See  on  the  friendly  stones  how  peace- 
fully rests  the  head — 
Thinking,  if  dumb  beasts  think,  how 
good  it  is  to  be  dead; 
After  the  weary  journey,  how  restful 
it  is  to  lie 
With  broken  shafts  and   the  cruel 
load — waiting  only  to  die. 

Watchers,  he  died  in  harness — died  in 
the  shafts  and  straps — 
Fell,  and  the  burden  killed  him:  One 
of  the  day's  mishaps — 
One  of  the  passing  wonders  marking 
the  city  road — 
A  toiler  dying  in  harness,  heedless 
of  call  or  goad. 

Passers,  crowding  the  pathway,  stay- 
ing your  steps  awhile. 
What  is  the  symbol?    Only  death- 
why  should  we  cease  to  smile 
At  death  for  a  beast  of  burden?     On, 
through  the  busy  street 
That  is  ever  and  ever  echoing  th.f 
tread  of  the  hurrying  feet. 

What   was   the    sign?     A    symbol    to 
touch  the  tireless  will? 
Does    He   who    taught    in    parables 
speak  in  parables  still? 
The  seed  on  the  rock  is  wasted — on 
heedless  hearts  of  men, 
That  gather  and  sow  and  grasp  and 
lose — labor  and  sleep— and  then — 
Then  for  the  prize — a  crowd  in   the 
street  of  ever-echoing  tread — 
The   toiler,   crushed   by   the   heavy 
load,  is  there  in  his  harness — 
dead. 

-^ohn  Boyle  0*ReiUy. 


Stand  firmly  erect  while  others  are 
bowing  and  fawning  for  praise  and 
power. 
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CANADIAN   LABOR  UNIONS 

A   Net    Increase  Last  Year  of 
221  Locals. 


Some  of  the  labor  organizations  of 
the  Dominion  are  closely  allied  to 
those  of  the  United  States,  and  while 
national  or  provincial  relationships  do 
not  enter  into  this  matter,  the  by-laws 
and  regulations  and  generally  the  lo- 
cal organization  and  purposes  are  on 
similar  lines,  i.  e.,  the  elevation  and 
betterment  of  labor  conditions  in  the 
Dominion. 

According  to  the  figures  of  the  La- 
bor Department,  the  total  number  of 
labor  organizations  formed  in  Canada 
during  1907  was  232,  and  of  organiza- 
tions dissolved  58,  being  a  net  increase 
during  the  year  of  174.  Compared 
with  the  three  precfeding  years,  the  re- 
turns show  a  marked  increase  in  the 
activity  of  the  organization.  In  1906 
the  number  of  organizations  formed 
was  154,  and  of  organizations  dissolved 
85,  a  gain  of  only  69.  In  1905  there 
was  a  loss  of  two,  the  unions  formed 
numbering  103,  and  unions  dissolved 
105.  There  was- an  increase  of  44  in 
the  number  of  unions  during  1904. 
The  year  1902  alone,  since  records 
have  been  kept  by  the  department, 
was  more  active  than  the  season  just 
past  in  regard  to  the  organization  of 
workingmen,  the  number  of  unions 
formed  in  that  year  being  275  and  of 
unions  dissolved  54,  a  net  increase  of 
221.  Of  the  organizations  formed  last 
year,  51  were  formed  by  railway  em- 
ployes, 43  by  metal  workers,  and  41 
in  the  building  trades.  Ninety-four 
orgioiizations  were  formed  in  Ontario, 
51  in  Quebec,  28  in  Alberta  and  22  in 
British  Columbia.— Ooiwt  8eaman*8 
Journal, 


Gipital  and  Privilege. 

Said  Woodrow  Wilson,  president  of 
Princeton,  to  the  Bankers'  Association 
in  Denver:  "The  most  striking  fact 
about  the  actual  organization  of  society 
is  that  the  most  conspicuous  and  the 
most  formidable  power  is  not  the 
power  of  government,  but  the  power  of 
capital.  Men  have  almost  forgotten 
what  it  is  to  fear  the  government,  but 
have  found  out  what  it  is  to  fear  thr 


power  of  capital,  to  watch  it  with  jeal- 
ousy and  .suspicion,  and  trace  to  it  the 
source  of  every  wrong."  This  is  a 
statement  of  the  viewpoint  of  social- 
ism, and  the  truth  is  that  the  people 
are  not  opposed  to  capital.  They  must 
believe  in  capital  if  they  believe  in  re- 
ward for  labor.  Not  capital  is  the  curse 
of  this  country,  but  monopoly,  and 
there  can  be  no  privileges  without  vio- 
lation of  both  equity  and  equality. 
Capital  is  legitimate  and  honest,  as 
capital;  but  no  man  can  have  a  privi- 
lege without  taking  to  himself  the 
right  or  rights  of  some  other  or  others. 
Privilege  is  the  source  of  every  econ- 
omic and  almost  every  social  wrong. — 
8t.  IjOuU  Mirror. 


How  they  were  Freed. 

When  the  trolley  can  first  appeared 
down  south,  the  nigger  said: 

"Dey's  great  people,  dese  Tanks; 
fust  dey  comes  down  here  and  frees 
de  nigger;  den  dey  comes  down  here 
and  frees  de  mule." 

A  lean  old  mule  was  grazing  by  the 
roadside,  and  he  opened  his  mouth  and 
said:  "They  didn't  free  the  mule;  they 
only  put  him  out  of  a  Job." 

The  coon  scratched  his  head  and 
said:  "Boss,  dat's  the  same  way  with 
me.'*— Bolton  Hall,  in  **The  Game  of 
Lifer 


The  Gght  Hour  Day. 

The  agitation  for  an  eight-hour  day 
began  in  this  country  soon  after  it 
inauguration  in  Austria  in  1856.  In 
1857  Connecticut  made  it  a  legal  day 
in  the  absence  of  any  agreement  to  the 
contrary,  and  during  the  same  Con- 
gress established  the  eight-hour  day 
for  its  mechanics  and  per  dion  em- 
ployes. In  1866  there  were  286  strikes 
in  New  York  for  the  reduction  of 
hours.  Many  were  successful  in  secur- 
ing the  eight  or  nine-hour  day  without 
a  strike.  In  1890  the  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters,  backed  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  won  their  de- 
mand for  an  eight-hour  day  in  New 
York  and  in  thirty-five  other  cities 
throughout  the  United  States.  The 
Brotherhood  also  obtained  the  nine- 
hoifr  day  in  240  cities  and  towns. 

The  establishment  of  the  eight-hour 
day  in  many  of  the  industries  has  been 
one   continuous   struggle   against   ad- 
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verse  conditions  that  at  times  discour- 
aged and  disheartened  the  leaders  in 
the  light  It  has  not  been  secured  in 
many  trades,  but  those  who  do  not  en- 
joy it  must  remember  that  it  was  n 
until  1826  that  strikes  were  begun  f 
a  ten-hour  day  by  the  building  trades 
in  the  shipyards.  In  1836  the  ten-hour 
day  was  established  in  Baltimore,  and 
a  Presidential  order  in  1840  made  it  a 
rule  in  the  government  navy  yards.  In 
1861  the  masons  and  carpenters  won 
their  fig^t  for  the  ten-hour  day  in 
many  cities  throughout  the  coun^. — 
Ex. 


Worst  Crime  of  All. 

"Call  the  Jury  for  the  next  case/' 
said  the  judge. 

"May  it  please  the  court,"  said  the 
prosecuting  attorney,  "the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  Is  not  entitled  to  a  jury. 
He—" 

"Why,  even  the  onerieat  chicken 
thief  is  enUUed  to  trial  by  Jury/'  ex- 
claimed the  judge.  "It  is  the  Inalien- 
aA)le  right  of  every  man  charged 
with—" 

"But  this  is  a  union  man  charged 
with  having  violated  your  order  not  to 
approach  a  strike-breaker  with  intent 
to  influence  him." 

"What?  Prisoner,  stand  up!  You 
have  commited  a  crime  which  is  so 
much  worse  than  murder,  rape,  incest, 
arson,  infanticide,  homicide,  patricide, 
matricide  or  fratricide  that  you  have 
forfeited  all  right  to  a  trial  by  jury. 
Solitary  confinement  for  six  months. 
Call  the  next  case!" — Lincoln  Wage- 
worker. 


Change  Track  Systems. 

Members  of  the  block  signal  and 
train  control  board  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  are  making  ar- 
rangements to  test  a  new  boltless  rail 
Joint  which  may  cause  a  complete 
change  in  the  track-lasring  systems  of 
the  country.  The  new  invention  con- 
sists of  a  shell  in  which  both  ends  of 
the  rail  are  placed.  This  shell  is  to 
take  the  place  of  plates  and  angle  bars 
which  are  now  used.  The  new  Joint 
does  not  require  a  bolt  of  any  sort 
Running  the  entire  22  inches  Is  a 
groove  which  is  a  part  of  the  shell.  In 
the  bottom  of  the  inner  shell  are  two 
lugs,  into  which  the  rail  can  be  fitted. 


These  lugs  grip  the  rail  and  hold  it 
while  the  spikes  are  being  driven 
which  attach  the  rail  and  joint  shell 
to  the  ties.  The  shell  spans  the  ties 
and  prevents  the  spreading  of  the 
rails,  while  spikes  driven  through  the 
ends  of  the  rail  joint  on  both  sides  of 
the  rail  act  as  an  additional  security. 
When  spikes  are  driven,  additional 
strength  is  given  by  two  wedges  from 
opposite  ends  of  the  joint. 

The  inventor  of  the  device  declares 
that  It  is  without  friction,  gives  elas- 
ticity to  the  rail  and  allows  for  ex- 
pansion, contraction  and  creeping.  It 
is  declared  that  running  trains  over 
the  Joint  makes  it  more  solid  because 
of  the  downward  and  outward  pres- 
sure exerted.  The  inventor  of  thp 
new  rail  Joint  is  said  to  have  worked 
on  the  device  for  26  yekrs. 


Organized  Labor  in  Missouri. 

Figures  taken  from  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  state  Commissioner  of  La- 
bor of  Missouri  indicate  that  in  that 
State  there  are  G42  labor  unions,  of 
which  208  are  in  St.  Louis,  96  in  Kan- 
sas City,  39  in  St.  Joseph,  and  309  out- 
side of  these  cities.  In  St.  Louis  there 
are  46,599  members  of  organized  labor. 


Federal  Courts  Supreme. 

In  this  modem  craze  for  settling  la- 
bor disputes  by  injunction  the  inter- 
ests of  property  are  declared  to  be 
rights;  the  laboring  men  having  no 
property  are  thereby  presumed  to 
have  no  rights.  When  there  is  no 
law  the  judges  will  "make"  a  law; 
where  there  is  no  precedent  they 
make  a  precedent.  No  congress,  par- 
liament or  diet,  no  king,  emperor  or 
czar  in  the  civilized  world  today 
would  dare  make  such  laws  as  the 
rulings  in  labor  injunction  cases  hand- 
ed out  by  the  Federal  courts  of  the 
United  Stsites,— Indianapolis  Union. 


"A  courage  which  looks  easy  and  yet 
is  rare;  the  courage  of  a  teacher  re- 
peating day  after  day  the  same  les- 
sons—the least  rewarded  of  all  forms 
of  courage." — Balzac. 


A  straight  line  is  the  shortest  in 
moraHs  as  In  mathematics. 
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In  an  address  to  the  Ethnological 
Society  of  England  on  the  right  meth- 
od of  dealing  with  crime  and  crim- 
inals, Sir  Robert  Anderson,  late  chief 
of  the  criminal  investigation  depart- 
ment at  Scotland  Yard,  referring  to 
the  so-called  criminal  type  of  face, 
said  that  on  one  occasion  when  Max 
Nordau  visited  him  he  put  before  him 
two  photographs  which  were  so  cov- 
efed  that  only  the  faces  were  visible. 
One  was  that  of  Dr.  Temple,  then 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
other  that  of  Raymond,  the  prince  of 
criminals  of  his  time.  The  arch- 
bishop's face,  said  Sir  Robert,  when  in 
repose  had  an  expression  which  mi^ht 
almost  be  termed  sinister.  Raymond 
had  a  remarkably  kindly,  intelligent 
face.  Max  Nordau,  who  was  told  that 
one  of  the  two  photographs  was  that 
of  a  prominent  English  public  man, 
would  not  express  any  opinion  as 
the  types. — New  York  Tribune. 


If  the  billions  of  dollars  spent  by 
the  nations  of  the  earth  for  war  and 
war  preparations  were  devoted  to 
works  of  peace  and  the  improvements 
of  the  conditions  of  the  masses, 
poverty  would  practically  disappear 
and  civilization  would  soon  be  trans- 
formed into  an  entirely  new  scheme, 
new  song,  new  story.  One  written 
page  of  a  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  England  has  kept  all  bat- 
tleships, war  guns  and  warring  ofT  the 
Great  Lakes  for  a  century.  Why 
couldn't  a  similar  treaty  between  all 
the  nations  maintain  a  world-wide 
peace,  and  thus  allow  humanity  to  go 
forward  with  its  magnificent  evolu- 
tion that  so  long  has  been  delayed  by 
its  barbarous  handicap  of  war?— Oo- 
operative  Journal. 


It  is  wicked  for  us  to  go  about  with 
faces  which  indicate  that  life  has  been 
a  disappointment  to  us  instead  of  a 
glorious  joy.  It  shows  that  we  have 
missed  the  real  object  of  living,  that 
we  have  never  caught  a  glimpse  of 
the  realities  of  life,  but  that  we  are 
living  in  the  shadows,  in  the  gloom  in- 
stead of  the  sunshine  of  reality,  of 
truth,  of  beauty.  It  indicates  that  we 
have  not  even  caught  a  glimpse  of  the 
real  glory  of  Wte.— Success  Magazine. 

We  learn  to  do  by  doing.  Also  by 
being  done. 


Shall  Ihe  People  Rule? 

This  case  comes  up  on  petition  of  a 
number  of  traveling  men,  asking  for 
the  regulation  of  the  prices  of  fried 
chicken,  boiled  eggs,  bread,  pie  and  the 
like,  sold  at  Hollow  Rock  Junction^  on 
the  Kibosh  and  Southern  Railroad.  The 
petition  sets  out  that  said  Junction  is  a 
stopping  point  on  said  railroad;  that 
the  countrymen  living  around  about  the 
Junction,  being  acquainted  with  the 
schedule  of  trains  on  said  railroad  are 
in  the  habit  of  meeting  each  train  with 
hamper  baskets  of  food,  as  chicken, 
eggs,  pie,  etc.,  which  they  vend  to  the 
tired  and  hungry  passengers.  The  peti- 
tion further  alleges  that  exorbitant 
prices  are  charged  for  said  victuals,  to 
wit:  15  cents  for  a  chicken  sandwich; 
5  cents  for  a  boiled  egg;  10  cents  for 
a  small  slice  of  pie.  The  petition  prays 
this  Court  to  declare  said  prices  un- 
reasonable and  illegal,  and  concludes 
with  a  prayer  for  general  relief. 

We  believe  this  relief  should  be 
granted.  It  has  indeed  been  objected 
by  counsel  for  the  hucksters  that  this 
Court  has  no  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground 
that  this  is  not  interstate  commerce, 
but  is  begun  and  concluded  at  Hollow 
Rock  within  the  State  of  New  York. 
This  claim  does  not  appear  tenable. 
This  trade  arose  out  of  and  was  vitally 
connected  with  the  railway  travel.  It 
could  not  have  existed  without  the  rail- 
way traffic.  Its  only  object  was  to 
supply  food  to  the  traveling  public* 
Nor  is  it  merely  intrastate  commerce.  It 
may  be  that  the  transaction  of  selling 
was  begun  and  completed  within  the 
state  at  Hollow  Rock.  Such  is  the  case. 
It  may  also  be  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  food  is  sold  to  interstate  passengers. 
But  we  do  not  doubt  that  at  least  once 
in  a  while  an  e%g  or  a  piece  of  chicken 
is  sold  to  some  passenger  going  beyond 
the  state  line.  The  defense  admits  this, 
and  this  is  conclusive  of  the  case.  This 
makes  it  interstate  traffic  and  gives  the 
Federal  Court  full  and  complete  jurisdic- 
tion. 

The  Court  are  of  the  opinion  that 
chicken  sandwiches  should  not  be  sold 
for  more  than  10  cents,  two  eggs  for  5 
cents  and  a  piece  of  pie  for  5  ceuts. 
And  it  is  further  ordered  that  no 
huckster  cut  a  pie  into  more  than  four 
pieces  nor  bake  unreasonably  small  pies. 
—Puck. 


Make  each  succeeding  day  better. 
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SAMPLE  OF  OUR  CIVILIZATION 

From  New  York  Evening  Journal: 

"Except  ye  be  converted  and  become 
ae  little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  saye  Chris- 
tianity. 

Civilization  says:  "Except  ye  be- 
come as  thieves  ye  shall  not  be  fed." 

Quite  a  contrast. 

Did  you  happen  to  notice,  amid  all 
the  prosperity,  the  upward  rush  of 
stocks  in  Wall  Street  and  the  alleged 
boom  of  happiness  among  workers, 
did  you  notice  the  case  of  Samuel  MiU 
lerf 

Sometimes  careful  analysis  of  one 
little  drop  in  the  ocean  of  humanity 
will  tell  us  more  about  real  conditions 
than  gorgeous  ocean-wide  surveys  from 
the  top  of  No.  26  Broadway. 

Samuel  Miller  is  67  years  old.  He 
Is  in  jail  now — for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Miller  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
carpenter  as  long  as  he  could.  But 
age  and  white  hair — extremely  respec- 
table and  interesting  things  in  them- 
selves— rather  interfere  with  getting 
a  job  in  these  days.  The  employer 
wants  quick,  active,  hardy  men.  He 
isn't  interested  in  the  good  work  that 
the  old  man  may  have  done  in  the  past 
sixty-seven  years,  and  white  hair,  plus 
hard  times,  kept  Mr.  Miller  hungry 
and  idle  for  a  long  time.  Finally  he 
found  that  he  had  as  sole  possessions 
a  rather  shabby  suit  of  clothes  and  a 
razor. 

Mr.  Miller,  as  he  confessed  to  the 
polioe,  had  some  thought  of  settling 
effectively  the  "great  social  and  eco- 
nomic problem,"  so  far  as  it  affected 
him,  by  cutting  his  throat  with  the 


razor.  In  that  way  he  could  have 
solved  the  problem  untidily  but  fin- 
ally. 

But  he  happened  to  pass  by  a  jewel- 
er's window,  and  just  beyond  he  pei^ 
ceived  a  pile  of  cobblestones. 

In  this  world  you  can  nearly  always 
get  a  stone,  however  hard  it  may  be 
to  get  bread. 

Mr.  Miller,  seeing  the  jeweler's  win- 
dow and  the  cobblestones  and  a  con- 
venient policeman,  decided  to  postpone 
using  the  razor.  Having  tried  the 
charity  of  the  outside  world,  the  free- 
dom and  happiness  of  a  glorious  re- 
public, he  made  up  his  mind  to  try 
the  inside  of  a  prison. 

So  he  took  up  a  stone,  broke  the 
jeweler's  window,  was  arrested,  and 
now  he  is  in  prison,  lodged,  fed  and 
clothed  at  your — the  public's — expense. 

What  lesson  is  there  in  this  story 
of  the  old  man,  the  razor  and  the  cob- 
blestone? None  at  all.  It  isn't  a  les- 
son, it's  only  a  picture.  It  is  a  picture 
of  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  civih 
izatUm,  It  is  a  picture  showing  how 
far  we  have  traveled  along  the  road 
to  real  civilization. 

When  we  read  the  histories  of  prim- 
itive people  we  are  shocked,  especially 
by  their  treatment  of  the  old. 

Near  the  North  Pole,  when  a  man 
got  old,  they  built  a  little  ice-house, 
they  put  a  little  food  in  it,  they  put 
the  old  man  inside,  then  blocked  up 
the  door  with  a  big  cake  of  ice,  put  a 
Uttle  water  on  it  to  freeze  it  tight  and 
went  away. 

Subsequent  events  did  not  concern 
them.  The  old  man,  of  course,  had 
more  food  than  he  could  use;    he  was 
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sure  to  di^  of  auffocation  before  think- 
ing much  about  food. 

That  is  rather  sad. 

Other  primltiye  people  did  worse. 
When  their  relatives  got  too  old  to 
work  or  fight  the  enemy  they  killed 
them  and  ate  them.  Reclu's  descrip- 
tion of  these  things  is  interesting  and 
appalling. 

But  what  about  our  own  sweet- 
scented  civilization?  If  it  is  a  hor- 
rible picture  to  see  an  old  Esquimau 
gentleman  pushed  in  through  a  hole 
in  an  ice  hut  and  then  shut  in  with  a 
cake  of  ice,  what  about  this  Mr.  Miller 
in  the  year  of  Christianity,  1908,  and 
in  our  bragging  era  of  marvelous  pros- 
perity? 

What  have  we  got  to  say  to  him,  as 
he  goes  back  and  forth  in  his  work  in 
prison?  What  can  we  say  to  the  fu- 
ture, to  the  really  civilized  beings, 
that  will  question  us  about  this  phase 
of  our  high  moral  development? 

A  man  has  worked  faithfully,  hon- 
estly, taking  care  of  his  responsibili- 
ties, doing  his  duty  as  a  citizen  and 
having  no  crime  charged  up  against 
him  except  the  white  hairs  on  his 
head  and  the  years  of  hard  work  that 
have  enfeebled  him. 

He  walks  the  streets;  he  does  not 
hold  out  his  hand.  If  he  did  hold  it 
out  it  would  remain  empty. 

Civilization,  prosperity  and  all  our 
magnificent  republican  institutions  say 
to  him,  "Tou  are  an  honest  man,  ao 
you  oan*t  have  anything.  Become  a 
thief  and  we  shall  feed  and  clothe 
you." 

This  particular  old  man  did  not  be- 
come a  thief;  he  did  what  was  neces- 
sary to  make  him  appear  a  thief,  and 
now  "civilization"  feeds  him.  A  pretty 
picture  of  American  civilization,  Amer- 
ican prosperity  and  morality. 


A  lighthouse  of  bamboo  which  is  in 
use  in  Japan  is  said  to  have  great 
power  of  resisting  the  waves  and  does 
not  rot  like  ordinary  wood. 


GETTING  TOGETHER. 

At  the  recent  A.  F.  of  L.  convention 
in  Denver  was  bom  a  railway  em- 
ployes' organization,  to  be  known  as 
the  Railway  Employes'  Department  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  new  organization  received  the 
unanimous  endorsement  of  the  conven- 
tion. 

The  preamble  states  the  purpose  of 
the  organization  to  be:  The  purpose 
of  the  department  is  to  enhance  the 
welfare  of  all  railroad  employes;  to 
aid  in  more  closely  organizing  all  such 
employes,  and  seek  to  affiliate  the  un- 
affiliated with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor;  to  further  the  interest 
of  employes  by  means  of  legislation, 
and  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  protect  thetr  interests. 

H.  B.  Perham  was  elected  chairman 
and  P.  J.  Flannery  secretary. 

The  following  ten  organizations  com- 
prise the  Federation^  and  are  repre- 
sented by  their  respective  presidents: 
H.  B.  Perham,  Order  of  Railroad  Tele- 
graphers; P.  J.  Flannery,  Interna- 
tional Freight  Handlers'  Union;  J.  A. 
Franklin,  Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers 
and  Iron  Shipbuilders  of  America; 
James  O'Connell,  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Machinists;  P.  F.  Richard- 
son, International  Association  of  Car- 
workers;  J.  J.  Mockler,  International 
Brotherhood  of  Blacksmiths;  Wilbur 
Braggins,  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Clerks;  F.  T.  Hawley,  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America;  A.  B.  Lowe, 
International  Brotherhood  of  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  Employes;  J.  J.  Sullivan, 
International  Association  of  Steam- 
fitters  of  America. 

This  step  is  certainly  in  the  right  d1 
rection,  and  if  carried  to  a  logical  com- 
pletion will  mark  the  greatest  progres- 
sive stride  yet  made  in  erecting  bul- 
warks of  protection  for  the  various 
crafts  combined. 
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But  if  this  Federation  does  not  make 
•'the  injury  to  one  the  injury  to  all," 
it  is  a  farce,  an  aggregation  of  bur- 
lesquers.  We  mean  that  if  one  regi- 
ment attacks  the  enemy  and  the  other 
nine  rest  on  their  guns  while  their 
comrades  are  being  annihilated,  those 
nine  are  traitors,  and  are  in  the  last 
analysis  deserters  in  time  of  war.  and 
according  to  the  rules  of  war  should 
be  taken  out  and  shot. 

NECESSITY  has  forced  this  step, 
and  NECESSITY  will  force  further  ad- 
vancement in  preparation  for  self- 
defense. 

The  editor  of  this  Joubnal  is  in 
favor  of  an  ALLIANCE  that  will  de- 
clare there  will  be  no  strike  unless  we 
ALL  strike.  When  such  an  AL- 
LIANCE U  formed  there  will  be  no 
more  of  the  strike,  providing  we  act 
with  REASON  as  our  guide. 

The  JoTTBNAL  will  keep  a  keen  eye 
on  the  development  of  this  new  Feder- 
ation, and  if  it  does  not  show  the 
proper  militant  spirit,  will  not  hesitate 
in  passing  criticism. 

Remember  one  thing,  this  Federa- 
tion must  put  into  PRACTICE  "The 
injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all." 


THE  SHAME  OP  AMERICA. 

The  Denver  convention  has  in- 
structed the  A.  F.  of  L.  executive  com- 
mittee to  hide  the  funds  of  the  na- 
tional office.  This  course  is  taken  so 
that  the  pennies  of  workers  will  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  court  attachments. 

Are  we  living  in  a  boasted  free 
America  or  in  the  time  of  Augustine 
emperors,  who  drove  early  Christians 
to  the  catacombs  of  Rome? 

Has  it  come  to  pass  that  the  funds 
of  workers  must  be  at  the  mercy  of 
one  who  has  power  unequalled  in  our 
civilization?  No  other  land  would 
tolerate  this  condition,  possible  in 
America  because  our  sources  of  in- 
formation— a    free    press — ^have    been 


dried  by  a  sucking  plutocracy  that  has 
drained  and  sapped  our  national  trait 
to  object 

Plutocracy's  tentacles  now  reach 
every  force  except  the  labor  movement 
It  has  its  finger  on  the  cash  register 
of  practically  every  newspaper,  maga- 
zine and  periodical  but  the  workers. 
Slowly  the  coils  are  tightening  on 
every  '*muck  raker"  and  agitator. 
People  are  being  educated  to  look  on 
these  terms  with  reproach,  and  when 
the  organized  workers  of  this  coun- 
try must  hide  their  money,  the  ques- 
tion can  be  fairly  asked:  "Has  Ameri- 
can manhood  lost  its  high  sense  of 
Justice  so  long  the  bright  Jewel  in  Col- 
umbia's crown?" 

There  is  one  consolation,  however, 
present  conditions  are  forcing  work- 
ers to  prepare  themselves  for  their 
first  real  battle  in  this  country.— To- 
ledo  Union  Leader. 


SUMNER  ON  JUDGES. 

Charles  Sumner  delivered  the  follow- 
ing phillipic  on  the  atrocity  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  law,  in  the  lynited 
States  Senate  shortly  before  the  war 
that  knocked  the  shackles  oft  the  black 
slave: 

Let  me  here  say  that  I  hold  Judges, 
and  especially  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  country,  in  much  respect.  But 
I  am  too  familiar  with  the  history  of 
Judicial  proceedings  to  regard  them 
with  any  superstitious  reverence. 
Judges  are  but  men,  and  in  all  ages 
have  shown  a  full  share  of  frailty. 
Alas!  alas!  the  worst  crimes  of  hisr 
tory  have  been  perpetrated  under 
their  sanction.  The  blood  of  martyrs 
and  of  patriots,  crying  from  the 
ground,  summons  them  to  Judgment 

It  was  a  Judicial  tribunal  which 
condemned  Socrates  to  drink  the  fatal 
hemlock,  and  which  pushed  the  Saviour 
barefoot  over  the  pavements  of  Jeru- 
salem, bending  beneath  His  cross.     It 
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was  a  judicial  tribunal  which,  against 
the  entreaties  of  her  father,  surren- 
dered the  teir  Virginia  as  a  slave — 
which  arrested  the  teachings  of  the 
great  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles  and  sent 
him  in  bonds  from  Judea  to  Rome; 
which,  in  the  name  of  the  old  religion 
adjured  the  saints  and  tethers  of  the 
Christian  church  to  death,  in  all  its 
most  dreadful  forms;  and  which  after- 
wards in  the  name  of  the  new  religion, 
enforced  the  tortures  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion, amidst  the  shrieks  and  agonies 
of  its  victims,  while  it  compelled  Oali- 
leo  to  declare,  in  solemn  denial  of  the 
great  truth  he  had  disclosed,  that  the 
earth  did  not  move  around  the  sun. 

It  was  a  judicial  tribunal  which  in 
France,  during  the  long  reign  of  her 
monarchs,  lent  itself  to  be  the  instru- 
ment of  every  tyranny,  as  during  the 
brief  reign  of  terror  it  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  stand  forth  the  unpitying  ac- 
cessory of  the  unpitying  guillotine. 
Ay,  sir,  it  was  a  judicial  tribunal  in 
England,  surrounded  by  all  the  forms 
of  law,  which  sanctioned  every  des- 
potic caprice  of  Henry  VIII,  from  the 
unjust  divorce  of  his  queen  to  the 
beheading  of  Sir  Thomas  Moore; 
which  lighted  the  fire  of  persecution, 
that  glowed  at  Oxford  and  Smithfield, 
over  the  cinders  of  Latimer,  Ridley 
and  John  Rodgers,  which,  after  elab- 
orate argument,  upheld  the  fatal 
tyranny  of  ship  money  against  the  pa- 
triotic resistance  of  Hampden;  which 
in  defiance  of  justice  and  humanity, 
sent  Sydney  and  Russell  to  the  block; 
which  persistently  enforced  the  laws 
of  conformity  that  our  Puritan 
Fathers  persistently  refused  to  obey; 
and  which  afterwards,  with  Jeffries 
on  the  bench,  crimsoned  the  pages  of 
English  history  with  massacre  and 
murder,  even  with  the  blood  of  inno- 
cent women.  Ay,  sir,  and  it  was  a 
judicial  tribunal  in  our  country,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  forms  of  law,  which 
hung  witches  at  Salem,  which  affirmed 


the  constitutionality  of  the  stamp  act, 
while  it  admonished  "jurors  and  the 
people"  to  obey,  and  which  now.  In  oar 
day,  has  lent  its  sanction  to  the  un- 
utterable atrocity  of  the  Fu^iUvc 
Slave  law. 


PARAGRAPHS  FROM  LETTBtS 
FROM  A  WORKINGMAN. 

"They  talk  about  us  as  'problems.' 
Say.  Jim,  how  would  you  like  to  be  a 
•problem*?" 

"The  bosses  simply  can't  go  oai  proe- 
pering  unless  we  prosper  with  tbenu 
We  are  going  to  rise  or  fall  togeth^*. 
Either  our  interests  are  mutual  or  else 
theiy  aren't" 

"The  preachers  ou^t  to  join  a  labor 
union.  They  have  been  depending  on 
the  Lord  to  help  them  out  with  mean, 
stingy  congregations,  but  the  Lord 
helps  those  who  help  themselves." 

"The  average  fellow  in  the  shop 
knows  about  as  much  c<mcemlng  the 
church  around  the  comer,  as  he  knows 
about  its  mission  work  in  Timbuctoo 
.   .   .  and  he  cares  about  as  much." 

"Instead  of  singing  about  the  liome 
over  there.'  the  fellows  that  I  know 
most  about  are  trying  to  get  a  decent 
home  right  here  and  now." 

"Divine  rights.  Indeed!  It  is  a 
mighty  comfortable  thing  to  put  their 
rascality  on  to  the  Lord  and  make  Him 
their  scape-goat." 

"If  I,  were  boss,  I  would  encourage 
every  good  man  in  the  shop  to  join  the 
union,  if  it  were  simply  to  keep  the 
fellows  from  being  stampeded." 

"I  want  work  and  I  want  it  now.  I 
believe  that  I  am  entitled  to  it  and  any 
man  who  prevents  my  getting  it,  no 
matter  what  his  place  or  position.  Is 
my  enemy." 

"Oh.  theee  folks  who  are  away  up 
in  the  grand  stand,  eating  and  drink- 
ing the  good  things  of  the  land  and 
wearing  the  best  that  the  country  af- 
fords— how  easy  it  is  for  them  to  look 
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dowD  on  the  game  in*  the  arena  and 
tell  the  fighters  what  they  ought  to 
do." 

*'It  makee  a  whole  lot  of  difference 
whether  a  man  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  in  a  tenement  or  in  a  mansion. 
Fact  is,  if  he's  bom  in  a  tenement,  he 
won't  see  much  light  anyway,  and  the 
chances  for  his  seeing  it  very  long  are 
against  him." 

"Labor  troubles  come  as  a  result  of 
advancing  civilization.  Social  unrest 
usually  is  a  sign  of  social  progress. 
There  are  no  labor  troubles  in  'Dark- 
est Africa'." 


CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS. 

Ere  another  issue  of  this  Joubnal 
makes  its  appearance  one  more  an- 
niversary of  the  birth  of  Jesus  will 
have  been  recorded  in  the  book  of 
Time. 

Christmas  with  its  glorious  proc- 
lamation of  peace,  with  its  happy 
family  reunions,  Christmas  with  its 
festivals  commemorating  the  birth  of 
One  who  hatn  by  His  own  life  set  the 
rule  that  upon  this  day  shall  prevail 
*Teace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
men." 

Petty  grievances,  envy,  hate  and 
jealousy  will  for  the  time  be  forgot- 
ten, business  cares  and  struggles  will 
be  laid  aside  to  join  in  festivity  and 
rejoicing. 

The  Grand  Lodge  officers  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America 
take  this  occasion  to  extend  their 
most  hearty  greetings  and  wish  each 
family  God's  richest  blessings. 


aECTiON  or  orriCERS. 

This  month  every  member  of  our 
Union  is  called  upon  to  do  his  duty 
in  selecting  officers  to  preside  ovei'  his 
lodge  for  the  ensuing  year.  It  is  a 
question  of  supreme  importance  in 
which  every  brother  should  be  inter- 


ested for  the  success,  yes  the  very  life 
of  your  lodge  depends  upon  the  officers 
selected  to  transact  your  business. 

Prejudice  and  personal  feeling 
should  be  cast  aside  with  the  sole  ob- 
ject in  view  of  selecting  those  best 
fitted  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
lodge.  Every  brother  elected  should 
measure  up  to  the  standard  and  give 
the  best  within  him  to  upbuilding  his 
lodge. 

If  you  follow  the  advice  here  given 
and  give  your  officers  your  constant 
and  undivided  support,  success  is 
bound  to  crown  your  efforts,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  show  a  gratifying 
increase  in  our  membership. 


THE  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  Gompers  in  his  address  to  the 
delegates  assembled  at  the  twenty- 
eighth  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the 
city  of  Denver,  said: 

"In  our  country  there  must  not  be 
permitted  to  grow  up  or  to  be  main- 
tained a  permanent  army  of  unem- 
ployed." 

Now  that  sentence  looks  good  In 
cold  print  and  sounds  good  when  you 
read  it,  but  Mr.  Gompers  does  not  tell 
us  how  or  by  what  means  we  are  go- 
ing to  prevent  the  army  of  unem- 
ployed from  steadily  increasing  its 
regiments  and  battalions.  New  inven- 
tions in  mechanism  are  taking  the 
places  of  our  workingmen.  What  are 
we  going  to  do  in  that  case?  Certain- 
ly we  cannot  deny  our  employers  the 
right  to  use  labor^splacing  machin- 
try.  When  the  manufacturers  have 
glutted  the  market,  they  close  their 
factories,  as  witnessed  at  present, 
thereby  adding  to  the  ranks  of  the 
unemployed.  We  certainly  cannot 
force  our  masters  to  open  the  fac- 
tories and  operate  without  profit  or  at 
a  loss. 
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What  is  Mr.  Gompers'  remedy? 
How  is  he  going  to  dishand  the  army 
of  unemployed? 

That  quotation  from  Mr.  Gompers* 
speech,  "in  our  country  there  must  not 
be  permitted  to  grow  up  or  to  be  main- 
tained a  permanent  army  of  unem- 
ployed/' we  will  all  concur  in»  but  we 
would  like  Mr.  Gompers  to  be  practical 
and  show  us  how  to  prevent  it 


ROOSEVELrS  LABOR  DINNER 

On  Nov.  17th  President  Roosevelt 
gave  a  "Labor  Dinner"  which  was  at- 
tended by  the  following  distinguished 
labor  leaders: 

E.  E.  Clark,  of  the  Railroad  Conduc- 
tors and  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission; Charles  P.  Neill,  Commis- 
sioner of  Labor;  T.  V.  Powderly  of 
the  Knights  of  Labor  and  Immigration 
Commission;  Warren  S.  Stone,  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers; 
John  T.  Hannahan  and  W.  S.  Carter, 
of  the  Locomotive  Firemen;  P. 
H.  Morrissey,  of  the  Trainmen;  T. 
J.  Dolan,  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Steam 
Shovelers  and  Dredgmen;  A.  L.  Faulk- 
ner, of  the  National  Window  Glass 
Workers;  David  Mackay,  of  the  Build- 
ing Trades,  and  John  J.  Powers  of  the 
New  York  Council  of  Carpenters. 


SAMPLE  CIVILIZATION. 

Carrying  a  wicker  Hamper  which 
they  carefully  guarded  a  couple  en- 
tered a  train  at  Benicia  and  asked  the 
conductor  to  carry  them  to  San  Luis 
Obispo,  Cal.,  declaring  they  had  no 
money  and  must  get  home,  says  a  dis- 
patch of  the  United  Press  of  Nov.  30th. 
The  conductor  roughly  demanded  why 
they  should  not  pawn  their  belongings, 
at  the  same  time  grasping  the  basket. 
The  woman,  with  a  wild  cry,  fell 
across  the  basket  moaning,  and  the 
man,  gently  drawing  her  aside,  lifted 
the  cover.     Lying  on  a  soft  cushion 


was  a  dead  baby.  The  couple,  who 
were  Jose  M.  Silva  and  his  wife,  ex- 
plained that  they  had  been  working  at 
a  hotel  in  Benicia  where  their  baby 
had  died.  They  had  no  money  to  buy 
a  coffin  or  to  get  a  burial  permit  and 
decided  to  take  the  body  to  tlie  home 
of  his  parents  here  for  burial.  They 
were  carried  through  without  further 
question. 


A  NEW  LODGE. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  Nov.  26tli, 
FHrst  Vice-President  S.  E.  Heberllng 
succeeded  in  organising  a  lodge  of  our 
Union  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

This  lodge  will  be  known  as  Fort 
Smith  Lodge  No.  15,  taking  the  num- 
ber of  the  lately  defunct  lodge  at 
Savanna,  111. 

Bro.  Heberling  speaks  very  encour 
agingly  of  this  new  lodge  and  predicts 
its  permanency  in  our  roster  of  lodgea 


ENGINEERS'  NEW  HEAD- 
QUARTERS. 

Plans  have  just  been  agreed  upon, 
and  construction  work  on  the  new 
building  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  will  be  started  in 
Cleveland  in  March.  The  building 
will  cost  about  |1,000,000,  be  twelve 
stories  high,  fronting  124  feet  on  On- 
tario Street  and  178  feet  on  St  Glair 
Avenue.  A  large  auditorium,  especi- 
ally designed  for  musical  purposes, 
with  a  seating  capacity  for  1,500  per- 
sons, will  be  a  feature  of  the  new 
building.  The  building  will  take  about 
2,100  tons  of  steel,  the  spedflcations 
for  which  are  now  being  figured. 


Egypt  possesses  the  largest  tomb  in 
the  world,  the  pyramid  of  Cheops, 
which  covers  thirteen  acres  and  is  461 
feet  high. 

It  is  proved  by  ancient  carvings  un- 
earthed in  Bgypt  that  the  bellows 
were  in  use  for  forcing  fires  in  the  fif- 
teenth century  B.  C. 
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Letter  from  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent Connors. 

Galesbubo,  III.,  Nov.  17,  1908. 
Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  are 
Indications  of  a  speedy  return  of  in- 
dustrial activity,  but  it  is  only  hear- 
say, a  delusion  emanating  from  the 
diseased  brain  of  some  newspaper 
writers  who  are  trying  to  jolly  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  more  business  now  at 
the  beginning  of  the  holiday  season 
tnan  there  was  six  weeks  ago,  but  it 
does  not  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
unemployed.  On  the  other  hand  those 
who  have  had  a  Job  are  forced  to  work 
harder  and  longer  hours. 

Last  month  I  succeeded  in  placing  a 
charter  of  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  in  this 
city  and  I  find  the  prospects  for  a  good 
lodge  here  are  much  brighter  than 
they  were  a  month  ago.  The  credit 
for  our  success  here  may  be  awarded 
to  Bros.  H.  A.  Tyler  and  W.  G.  East- 
man. Those  two  brothers  worked  hard 
to  get  the  brothers  together.  Bro.  Ty- 
ler worked  in  Minneapolis  at  one  time, 
and  at  another  time  made  application 
to  join  the  Switchmen's  Union  at  Par- 
go,  N.  D.  I  find  that  prospects  look 
bright  for  the  S.  U.  in  many  places. 

While  in  Terre  Haute  on  Oct.  26th 
I  met  Bro.  Dave  Stanton  of  Lodge  No. 
7.  He  came  to  Terre  Haute  from  Mon- 
tevidlo,  Minn.,  with  the  remains  of  Bro. 
Otto  Roll  who,  with  his  wife,  were 
drowned  at  that  place.  Bro.  Roll  will 
be  remembered  by  some  of  the  broth- 
era  of  Lodge  No.  199,  as  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  lodge  at  one  time,  but  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  94.  He  and  his  wife  were 
laid  side  by  side  in  Terre  Haute  on 
Oct.  24th.  The  funeral  was  conducted 
by  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  and  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles.  Ben  Bishop  repre- 
sented the  E}agles  from  Montevidio. 

Bro.  Stanton  is  yardmaster  for  the 
C,  M.  A  St.  P.  at  Montevidio,  and  Bro. 
Roll  was  working  for  him. 

Bro.  Stanton  spoke  very  highly  of 
the  courtesy  shown  them  by  the  C, 
M.  ft  St  P.  officials.  The  circumstances 
surrounding  the  death  of  Bro.  Roll  a^d 
his  wife  are  unknown.  It  is  supposed 
their  bodies  were  in  the  water  thirty- 
six  hours  before  they  were  found. 

Another  brother,  C.  O.  Burton  of  No. 
a6,  was  murdered  on  the  night  of  Nov. 
13  th.    Bro.  Burton  was  night  yardmas- 


ter for  the  Wabash  at  Chandler,  and, 
while  looking  over  the  yard,  he  was 
shot  with  a  shotgun  in  the  hands  of 
some  cowardly  assassin  who  has  not 
been  caught  as  yet  Bro.  Burton  rep- 
resented Lodge  No.  100  at  the  first  In- 
dianapolis convention.  His  remain^ 
were  taken  to  Springfield,  111.,  for 
burial. 

Being  a  little  short  on  time,  I  will 
wish  all  the  brothers  and  their  fami- 
lies a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy 
New  Year. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

James  B.  Connobs. 


Letter  from  Third  Vice-President 
Harshbarger. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  24,  1908. 
Editob  Switchbcen's  Joubnal: 

We  hear  complaints  in  nearly  all 
locals  because  of  the  lack  of  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  union  and  especial- 
ly the  poor  attendance  of  the  members 
at  the  meetings.  The  faithful  are  al- 
ways to  be  found  at  their  posts,  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  the  local  as  best 
they  can  in  the  interest  of  the  whole, 
and  if  in  the  course  they  have  failed  to 
obtain  for  the  rank  a  full  measure  of 
the  benefits  expected,  there  are  thunder 
and  storm  In  the  disappointment  of 
the  indifterent.  Now,  who  is  to  blame 
for  the  disappointment?  Usually  it  is 
charged  to  the  officers,  but  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  they  are  seldom  justly  re- 
sponsible, for  in  selecting  to  fill  the 
several  stations,  we  invariably  choose 
those  whom  we  know  to  be  active  in 
the  interest  of  the  union,  and-  who,  in 
our  Judgment,  are  "best  fitted  and  well 
worthy  the  honor  of  office.  There  are 
some,  'tis  true,  who  fall  to  measure  up 
to  our  expectations,  In  ability  and  Ertn- 
oerlty  In  the  affairs  of  their  office,  but 
there  are  few  who  will  fall  of  putting 
forth  greater  effort  to  build  up  the 
union,  if  but  given  the  proper  support 
and  encouragement.  It  is  not  they 
who  are  responsible  for  your  disap- 
pointments, rather  is  the  shattered 
hope  due  to  those  members  who  stay 
at  home  or  stand  around  on  the  cor- 
ners on  meeting  nights,  with  little 
thought  or  concern  In  the  problems 
with  which  the  union  Is  dealing. 
Brothers,  Is  It  not  true  that  all  share 
alike  In  whatever  Is  the  success  of  the 
union?  If  an  Increase  of  pay  Is  ob- 
tained, there  Is  no  distinction,  and  if 
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th£t  working  oonditkmB  are  improved 
all  are  benefited.  If  a  brother  is  pro- 
tected from  the  unjuat  discriminations 
ot  an  unfair  <^cial.  It  is  but  an  as- 
surance of  Juetlce  and  a  square  deal 
for  you.  If  it  has  made  a  grand  suc- 
oesB  of  a  ball  or  picnic,  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  all.  If  on  the  other  hand  the 
union  has  failed  In  these  achieve- 
ments are  we  not  all  losers?  Undoubt- 
edly so.  Each  and  all  of  us  have  suf- 
fered alike  to  the  extent  of  whatever 
its  failures,  and  are  all  beneftactora  in 
whatever  its  accomplishments. 

The  Switchmen's  Union  is  all  in  all 
the  yardman's  own.  It  has  no  inter- 
ests in  which  you  are  not  concerned 
and  no  way  of  travel  in  which  you  are 
not  affected.  This  being  true,  dear 
reader,  you  cannot  tJtard  to  neglect 
the  duty  you  owe  to  it.  Attend  the 
meetings,  render  aid  and  give  encour- 
agement to  your  officers  and  the  fail- 
ures and  disappointments  of  the  past 
will  turn  to  success,  and  the  happy  re- 
alization of  our  hopes  in  the  future. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  Merry  C?hrist- 
mas  and  a  happy,  prosperous  New 
Year,  I  am. 

Yours  in  B„  H.  and  P., 

D.  A.  Habshbaboeb. 


Edward  D.  Jackson,  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Board  of  Directors  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  New  York  at  the  recent 
election.  Bro.  Jackson  is  a  Democrat 
In  politics  and  this  is  the  second  time 
Bro.  Jackson  has  been  honored  with 
this  office,  which  carries  emoluments 
something  over  |1,500  per  year. 


Brass  Checks  Legal  for  Wages. 

Judge  Toulmin  of  the  United  States 
District  Court  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  has 
handed  down  a  decision  legalizing  the 
issuing  of  brass  checks  in  place  of 
money  by  the  lumber  companies  of 
that  State,  and  the  use  of  these  checks 
to  pay  their  employes.  These  checks 
can  only  be  used  at  company  stores, 
and  everybody  knows  that  means  rob- 
bing the  employe. 


Maybelle— Aren't  you  going  to  put 
on  your  slippers  thle  evening,  father? 
Father— Not  until  after  that  beau  of 
yours  leaves. 


Through  the  Qosed  Shop  to  the 
Open  World. 

Through  the  closed  shop  to  the  open 
world  I  see  the  orocession  of  labor 
unfold  its  enlarging  purpose.  The 
course  is  by  way  of  militant  defense 
to  civic  security.  We  hear  contending 
tongues.  The  world  today  seems  to  be 
against  us.  The  world  of  the  future 
will  be  on  our  sl^.  We  are  afraid  to 
trust'  our  own  institutions.  We  have 
built  a  house  which  we  suspect  may 
fall  down  over  our  heads.  Labor  Is 
an  alien.  It  does  not  feel  at  home 
with  itself.  It  must  be  made  domestic 
It  has  lost  all  faith  in  guardians.  The 
arm  of  the  world  crushes.  It  does  not 
embrace.  Labor  begins  to  see  that  it 
is  only  protected  when  it  protects 
itself.  Therefore  it  gets  Its  particles 
together.  It  ceases  to  be  a  thing  of 
items  and  becomes  a  total.  It  goes 
two  ways.  It  goes  right  and  it  goes 
wi;ong.  It  is  beautiful  and  it  is  ugly. 
It  is  sinless  and  it  is  sinful.  That  is, 
it  is  a  condition  of  struggle.  It  will 
emerge  clarified.  That  force  which  on 
the  march  is  a  class  will  on  its  ar- 
rival become  a.  people. 

We  glorify  the  closed  shop.  Or  we 
damn  the  closed  shop.  The  closed 
shop  is  a  manifest  both  of  affirmation 
and  negation.  It  signifies  lack  of 
faith  first  and  a  greater  faith  to  come. 
It  is,  not  a  virtue.  It  is  a  shield,  tt 
is  not  right  or  wrong.  It  Is  gravitation, 
tt  is  a  result.  Some  things  happened 
preceding  tt  Then  this  thing  had  to 
happen.  There  was  no  way  out  of  it 
God  could  not  set  the  tables  of  its 
mandate  aside.  And  now  that  this 
has  happened  something  further  Is  to 
happen.  Something  just  as  little  to  be 
evaded.  The  stream  flows  its  own 
way.  It  cannot  be  diverted.  It  is 
going  towards  the  greatest  light.  Prom 
darkness  to  light  and  from  ligl^t  to 
more  light  and  from  more  light  to 
illumination.  There  was  suiH>ly  and 
demand.  There  was  competition. 
There  was  graft.  There  was  the  law 
of  money  dominating  the  law  of  soula 
The  laborer  finding  himself  hopelessly 
under  fire  in  the  world  of  fi^t  has 
shut  himself  in  the  closed  shop.  He 
will  save  himself  for  the  future  crisis 
and  consummations  of  liberiy.  The 
closed  shop  is  not  here  to  stay.  Its 
function  is  not  fixed.  It  is  here  to 
pass  man  on.    And  after  it  has  passed 
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man  on  it  will  disintegrate.  It  will 
take  down  its  four  walls  and  go  into 
voluntary  oblivion.  Meantime  it  is  in- 
termediately vital  and  preservative. 
Is  it  against  liberty?  No.  It  is  for 
liberty.  It  is  a  troubled  effort  of  lib- 
erty to  observe  the  covenant.  It  is  the 
only  resource  left  to  liberty  to  play  a 
safe  hand  with  the  cards  stacked 
against  it  If  liberty  with  the  closed 
shop  is  in  danger  liberty  without  the 
closed  shop  is  lost. 

Tou  quote  the  one  man  who  is  tres- 
passed. I  quote  the  fifty  men  whom 
the  one  man  trespasses.  I  do  not  say 
the  closed  shop  is  liberty.  I  say  it 
leads  to  liberty.  I  do  not  say  the  lib- 
erty of  the  one  man  should  be  invad- 
ed. I  say  the  liberty  of  the  fifty  men 
should  not  be  forgotten.  There  is 
only  one  thing  I  hate  worse  than  the 
closed  shop.  That  one  thing  is  the 
open  shop.  There  is  only  one  thing 
that  I  love  more  than  a  closed  shop. 
That  one  thing  is  the  open  world. 
Tyranny  often  leads  the  way  to 
liberty.  The  tendency  of  the  im- 
perfect is  towards  the  perfect  Dem- 
ocracy does  not  say  its  final  word 
In  lifberty.  Its  final  word  is  a  word  of 
love.  If  love  means  liberty,  good  for 
liberty  and  better  for  love.  But  if 
some  liberty  must  be  left  out  in  order 
that  all  love  may  be  included  then  lib- 
erty must  cheerfully  make  its  sacri- 
fice. 

The  program  of  labor  is  the  program 
of  solidarity.  All  interests  are  one 
interest.  All  the  acts  of  men  become 
the  one  act  of  man  In  the  round-up. 
You  are  afraid  that  coercion  will  force 
you  to  do  something  which  it  would 
hurt  you  to  do.  There  is  something 
else  you  mi^rht  more  honorably  be 
afraid  of.  That  you  will  voluntarily 
do  something  which  it  will  hurt  others 
to  have  you  to  do.  Labor  is  fighting 
for  a  chance  to  live.  It  is  forfeiting 
all  minor  rights  to  secure  the  major 
benefaction.  Labor  cannot  retreat 
from  the  closed  shop.  It  can  only  ad- 
vance to  the  open  world.  It  enjoys 
no  inviting  latitude  of  volition.  It 
has  to  choose  narrowly  between  the 
closed  shop  and  the  closed  world.  We 
see  that  the  closed  shop  has  done  Its 
best  and  has  said  its  last  word.  That 
its  advance  from  now  on  is  in  retreat. 
We  see  that  the  closed  shop  has  done 
all  its  evil  and  is  saying  its  first  word. 
That  its  superficial  retreat  is  from 
now  on  its  fundamental  advance. 


Whatever  the  closed  shop  does  not 
do  it  does  lead  off  with  the  pioneer 
and  the  martyr.  It  is  bondage.  Tes. 
But  the  closed  shop  is  the  last  chain 
before  emancipation.  Whatever  the 
open  shop  does  not  do  it  leads  off  with 
a  signal  to  withdraw.  It  is  bondage. 
Tes.  But  the  open  shop  is  the  last 
stand  before  slavery.  Even  if  the 
closed  shop  is  a  stumble  it  is  a  stumble 
towards  progress.  Even  if  the  open 
shop  is  on  its  feet  it  is  on  feet  turned 
towards  the  past.  Do  you  shrink  from 
the  rough  passage?  Then  you  will 
never  get  anywhere.  But  labor  is 
bound  to  get  somewhere.  No  matter 
how  stormy  the  Journey  or  what  must 
be  given  up  it  is  resolutely  charted  for 
discovery.  It  will  give  up  everjrthing 
by  the  way  but  it  will  not  give  up 
anything  at  the  end.  It  will  unload 
every  atom  of  interesting  freight  but 
It  will  not  yield  one  Inch  of  necessary 
sail.  Even  if  it  must  give  up  all  the 
virtues  of  the  open  shop  it  will  still 
go  on.  The  closed  shop  may  be  with- 
out any  other  compensating  quality. 
But  it  is  the  custodian  of  this  inestim- 
able treasure.  It  leads  direct  to  the 
open  world. 

No  man  can  live  his  life  Just  as  he 
pleases.  He  must  please  to  live  his 
life  the  wav  love  pleases.  For  any- 
thing less  than  love  in  life  is  suicide. 
He  must  live  his  life  the  way  of  broth- 
erhood. He  is  not  asked  to  see  how 
best  he  can  go  alone.  He  Is  asked  to 
see  how  beet  he  can  go  with  the  crowd. 
The  crowd  limits  him.  But  the  crowd 
also  makes  him  possible.  The  crowd 
dead  as  well  as  the  crowd  living.  You 
say  you  must  be  free.  Free  for  what? 
To  cut  loose?  To  play  full  hermit  on 
an  empty  earth?  To  anchor  at  sea  out- 
side of  land?  I  would  rather  be  free 
to  sail.  But  freedom  to  sail  means 
freedom  to  all  sailors.  And  equal 
freedom  to  all  sailors  means  limited 
freedom  to  all  sailors.  On  the  voyage 
of  life  no  man  is  entitled  to  all  the 
Rood  weather.  And  if  one  man's  luck 
brings  him  a  surplus  of  good  weather 
it  is  that  one  man's  duty  to  share  his 
extras  with  the  man  who  falls  short. 
Who  can  know  who  shall  fall  short? 
And  the  day  of  deficit  may  be  any  day. 
And  the  victim  of  deficit  may  be  any 
man. 

The  open  shop  does  not  provide  for 
the  man  who  falls  short.  The  closed 
shop  takes  care  of  the  last  derelict. 
In  the  march  of  the  race  why  should 
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any  one  be  left  behind?  All  should  be 
taken  alonf:  In  equal  grace  and  equal 
love.  Beyond  the  fight  of  the  closed 
shop  is  the  peace  of  the  open  world. 
And  until  the  open  world  is  reached 
there  can  be  no  conclusive  fraternity. 
We  live  today  one  friend  in  a  mob  of 
enemies.  In  that  next  day  we  will 
live  not  one  single  enemy  In  a  republic 
of  friends.  Ishmael  will  make  way 
for  the  Brother.  Now  we  dread  to 
turn  comers.  We  don't  know  what 
tragedy  may  be  round  there  waiting 
to  exact  its  drastic  toll.  But  the  move- 
ment of  the  race  is  the  movement  of 
integration.  By  and  by  we  will  know 
that  it  is  as  safe  to  turn  comers  as  to 
keep  to  the  free  road  ahead.  We  will 
know  that  nothing  but  hospitality 
lurks  in  the  shadowa  We  will  not  be 
afraid  to  meet  each  other  with  our 
eyes  shut.  We  will  not  hesitate  to  go 
to  bed  for  fear  that  God  does  not  pro- 
vide mercifully  for  the  night.  And 
we  will  not  hesitate  to  get  up  for  fear 
that  man  does  not  provide  mercifully 
for  the  day.  It  is  tme  that  In  the 
process  some  tyranny  must  be  suf- 
fered. But  this  is  only  in  order  that 
more  liberty  may  be  enjoyed. 

Is  any  man  freer  in  the  open  shop 
with  no  man  concerned  for  the  crowd 
than  in  the  closed  shop  with  the  crowd 
concerned  for  every  man?  Capital  has 
withdrawn  from  labor.  Labor  has 
withdrawn  from  capital.  They  fight. 
They  are  not  flfi:htlng  to  keep  apart. 
They  are  fighting  to  get  together. 
They  are  two  names  for  one  thing. 
When  labor  returns  home  ft  becomes 
capital.  When  capital  returns  home 
it  becomes  labor.  The  end  of  the 
schism  is  near  and  the  beginning  of 
commune  is  in  sight.  The  capitalist 
and  the  laborer  will  disappear.  Inter- 
est, rent  and  profit  were  for  a  day. 
Wages  were  for  a  day. 

The  tramp  and  the  millionaire  are 
twins  bom  of  the  same  mother.  They 
eat  at  the  same  table.  They  live  the 
same  life.  They  will  die  the  same  death. 
Neither  can  survive  either.  We  are  to 
have  a  world  of  ownership  without  an 
owner.  There  will  not  be  men  who 
own  and  men  who  are  owned.  T-hPre 
will  be  brothers;  only  brothers.  Prop- 
erty will  not  be  iised  as  an  Implement 
of  spoliation  and  felony.  It  will  be 
utilized  as  the  opportunity  for  ser- 
vice and  comradery.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  process  will  be  gentle.  I  say  that 
the  result  will  be  beautiful.    I  do  not 


try  to  explain  away  the  evil.  I  only 
contend  for  the  inevitability  of  the 
good.  I  do  not  say  all  the  virtue  is  in 
the  closed  shop.  I  only  say  that  with 
virtue  or  without  virtue  the  eloeed 
shop  is  the  next  step.  But  there  is  p 
step  beyond  the  closed  shop.  That 
step,  too,  must  be  taken.  For  the 
closed  shop  is  only  a  refuge.  It  is  not 
a  home.  There  is  only  one  home.  The 
open  world.  The  open  world  without 
an  owner  ai\d  without  a  hirelii.g.  The 
open  world  in  which  ownership  for 
the  first  time  assnrrcs  its  res.'iOnsible 
humanities.  All  that  world  owned 
by  all  for  all  the  world.  A  world  with 
no  outside  to  it.  A  world  in  which 
nobody  boards  and  nobody  shirks.  A 
world  in  which  every  man  takes  as 
much  of  life  as  he  needs  and  gives  as 
much  of  life  as  he  can.  A  world  in 
which  every  man  having  enough  keeps 
nothing  back  from  any  other  man  who 
can  use  more.  A  world  in  which  the 
crowd  at  last  knows  how  to  live  with 
the  one  man  and  make  the  most  of 
him.  A  world  in  which  the  one  man 
at  last  knows  how  to  live  with  the 
crowd  and  make  the  most  of  it. 

There  is  only  one  thing  I  hate  more 
than  the  closed  shop.  That  is  the 
open  shop.  There  is  only  one  thing  I 
love  better  than  the  closed  shop.  That 
is  the  open  world.  Yesterday  belonged 
to  the  open  shop.  Today  belongs  to 
the  closed  shop.  Tomorrow  belongs  to 
the  open  world. — Horace  Traubel,  in 
The  Arena, 


Gov.  Comer's  Alabama  Cotton 
Mills. 

It  had  been  thirteen  years  since  I 
bid  farewell  to  the  workers  in  Ala- 
bama and  went  forth  to  other  fields  to 
fight  their  battles.  I  returned  again 
In  1908  to  see  what  they  were  doing 
for  the  welfare  of  their  children.  Gov- 
ernor Comer,  being  the  chief  star  of 
the  State,  I  went  out  to  Avondale,  on 
the  outskirts  of  Birmingham,  to  take 
a  glance  at  his  slave  pen.  I  found 
there  somewhere  between  five  and  six 
hundred  slaves.  The  governor  in  his 
generous  nature  could  provide  money 
for  Jesus,  reduced  the  wages  of  hU 
slaves  first  10  per  cent,  and  then  16. 
As  the  wretches  were  already  up 
aj^ainst  starvation  a  few  of  them 
struck,  and  I  accompanied  an  organ- 
izer and  the  editor  of  the  Labor  Advo- 
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cote  out  there  to  help  organize  the 
slaves  into  a  union  of  their  craft.  I 
addressed  the  body,  and  after  I  got 
through  quite  a  large  number  became 
members  of  the  Textile  Workers' 
Union.  I  returned  again  inside  of  an- 
other week,  held  another  meeting  with 
them,  and  another  large  number 
joined.  I  was  also  going  to  complete 
my  work  on  Monday,  the  12th,  but  I 
had  to  leave  for  southern  Illinois.  He 
has  not  yet  discharged  any  of  them, 
nor  has  he  threatened  to  call  an  extra 
session  of  the  legislature  to  pass  the 
vagrancy  bill  in  case  they  struck 
against  the  lash  of  reduction.  Of  all 
the  God-cursed  conditions  that  sur- 
round any  gathering  of  slaves,  or  slave 
pen,  Comer's  mill  district  beats  them 
all.  As  you  look  at  them  you  inmie- 
diately  conclude  they  have  been  lashed 
too  far,  but  they  still  have  some  spirit 
of  revolt  in  them.  They  work  all  of 
thirteen  hours  a  day.  They  are  sup 
posed  to  go  in  at  6  in  the  morning, 
but  the  machinery  starts  up  soon  after 
5,  and  they  have  to  be  tnere.  They 
are  supposed  to  get  forty-five  minutes 
for  dinner,  but  the  machinery  starts 
U'P  again  after  they  are  out  for  twenty 
minutes  and  they  have  to  be  at  their 
post.  When  I  was  in  Alabama,  thir- 
teen years  ago.  they  had  no  child  labor 
law.  Since  then  they  passed  a  very 
lame  one,  so-called.  They  evade  the 
law  in  this  way:  A  child  who  has 
passed  his  or  her  twelfth  year  can 
take  in  his  younger  brothers  or  sisters 
from  six  years  on  and  get  them  to 
work  with  him.  They  are  not  on  the 
pay  roll,  but  the  pay  for  these  little 
ones  goes  into  the  elder  one's  pay.  So 
that  when  you  look  at  the  pay  roll  you 
think  this  one  child  makes  quite  a 
good  bit,  when  perhaps  there  are  two 
or  three  younger  than  him  under  the 
lash.  Then  the  governor  runs  a  pill 
peddler,  who  is  a  nephew  of  the  gov- 
ernor. Dr.  Comer;  there  are  two  cent? 
of  every  dollar  knocked  off  of  the  600 
slaves  to  pay  this  doctor.  You  see  it's 
all  in  the  family.  Then  they  have  a 
Sunday-school,  and  the  chief  guy  of 
the  Sunday-school  has  got  a  gold  tooth 
in  the  front  of  his  mouth,  and  when 
he  is  talking  about  Jesus  you  can  see 
him  open  up  the  mouth  to  show  the 
golden  calf,  so  the  little  ones  will  pay 
particular  attention  to  what  he  says. 
I  found  them  all  suffering  from  chills 
and  fever  and  malaria,  and  whatever 
change  they  have  left  goes  to  the  pat- 


ent medicine  doctor.  One  woman  told 
me  her  mother  had  gone  into  that  mill 
and  worked  and  took  her  four  children 
in  with  her.  She  said:  "I  have  been 
in  the  mill  since  I  was  four  years  old. 
I  am  now  thirty-four."  She  looked  to 
me  as  if  she  were  sixty.  She  has  a 
kindly  nature  if  treated  right,  but  her 
whole  life  and  spirit  was  crushed  out 
beneath  the  iron  wheels  of  Comer's 
greed.  When  you  think  of  the  little 
ones  that  this  mother  brings  forth  you 
can  see  that  society  is  cursed  with  an 
abnormal  human  being.  She  knew 
nothing  but  the  whiz  of  the  machin- 
ery in  the  factory.  As  I  talked  to  her, 
with  many  others,  she  said:  "Oh,  can 
you  do  something  for  us?"  The  wives, 
the  mothers,  the  children,  all  go  in 
to  produce  dividends— profit,  profit, 
profit.  This  brutal  governor  is  a  pillar 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church  in  Bir- 
mingham, and  on  Sunday  he  gets  up 
and  sings.  "O  Lord,  will  you  have  an- 
other star  for  my  crown  when  I  get 
there?"  What  a  Job  God  Almighty 
must  be  in  hiring  mechanics  to  make 
stars  for  that  blackhearted  villain's 
crown  when  he  gets  there.  I  saw  the 
little  ones  lying  on  the  bed  shaking 
with  chills  and  I  could  hear  them  ask 
parents  and  masters  what  they  were 
here  for,  what  crime  they  had  com- 
mitted that  they  were  brought  here 
and  sold  to  the  dividend  auctioneer. 
Men  and  women  of  America,  when 
shall  you  stop  your  hypocritical  ac- 
tions and  rise  up  in  your  might  and 
protest  against  these  conditions? 
When  in  Alabama,  thirteen  years  ago, 
these  women  ran  from  four  to  five 
looms;  today  I  find  them  running 
some  twenty-four  looms;  and  when 
you  think  of  the  high  tension,  when 
you  think  of  the  cruelty  to  their 
nerves,  the  glory  of  their  lives  are 
gone.  The  days  when  their  labor  was 
not  a  burden  perhaps  is  over;  now  it 
is  all  a  hot  rush  and  worry  and  inces- 
sant sweat,  as  they  scratch  their  bits 
of  com  out  of  these  hard  days.  Think 
of  the  picture  of  these  young  girls 
and  children  on  their  feet  guiding 
that  machinery  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
hours  a  day;  running  that  machinery 
hour  by  hour  and.  in  their  fever  at 
night  I  hear  them  moaning:  "Oh, 
what  will  I  do;  I  can't  make  the  ma- 
chine go;  It  won't  wind."  It  is  hell, 
worse  than  hell.  Think  of  these  chil- 
dren standing  in  the  midst  of  these 
spindles,  every  thread  of  which  must 
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be  incessantly  watched  so  that  It  may 
be  instantly  pieced  together,  in  a  hot 
room  amid  its  roaring  machinery,  so 
loud  that  one  cannot  hear  another,  no 
matter  how  close  they  are  at  hand. 
Amid  the  whirring  wheels  and  bands 
and  switch  racks  that  would  snatch  off 
a  limb  for  one  second's  carelessness, 
all  this  in  hot  air  so  that  in  summer  a 
great  thirst  scorches  their  throat,  the 
weavers  are  encircled  by  twenty-four 
terrific  looms  in  a  steamed  atmosphere 
which  is  even  worse  than  hell.  The 
method  of  communication  used  is  as  if 
they  were  dumb  animals,  because  at 
any  moment  a  rebellious  shuttle  may 
shoot  forth  and  knock  an  eye  out.  A 
loose  skirt  may  be  seized  by  a  wheel 
or  a  strap  and  then  the  horrors  of  the 
accident  can  be  better  imagined  than 
told.  Their  mentality  is  dwarfed,  and 
if  they  say  a  word  the  cruel  boss,  who 
is  a  scab,  goes  after  them.  They  tell 
me  that  when  they  get  thirsty  they 
cannot  get  enough  water  to  drink. 
They  are  all  victims  of  some  ailment. 
They  are  never  free  from  headache. 
Owing  to  the  necessity  of  cleaning  ma- 
chinery, they  do  not  eat  at  noon  hour. 
The  unpleasant  odor  coming  from  the 
oil  and  grease,  the  rumbling  of  shafts 
and  drums,  the  squeaking  of  wheels 
and  spindles  make  them  sick  and  lan- 
guorous. They  rise  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  to  prepare  to  enter  that  slave 
pen  at  5:30.  They  are  all  pale,  dys- 
peptic»  hollow-chested,  and  it  seems  as 
if  life  has  no  charms  for  them.  They 
cannot  go  and  seek  other  employment 
because  the  energy  has  been  all  used 
UD  from  childhood  In  their  particular 
line  of  industry.  I  believe  that  the 
God  of  Justice  will  yet  rise  and  take 
it  Into  his  own  hands  and  punish  the 
devourers  of  children's  lives  for  profit 
I  stand  for  the  overthrow  of  the  en- 
tire system  that  murders  childhood. 
I  stand  for  the  teachings  of  Christ 
put  into  practice:  not  the  teachings 
of  capitalism  and  graft  and  murder. 
I  stand  for  the  day  when  this  rotten 
structure  will  totter  of  its  own  vile- 
ness.  I  stand  for  the  day  when  the 
baby  child  will  live  In  God's  fair  land 
and  enjoy  its  air,  its  food  and  its 
pleasures,  when  every  mother  will 
caress  it  warmly,  when  there  will  be 
no  parasites,  no  slaves,  when  |2,000 
won't  be  paid  for  a  hat  to  cover  the 
skull  of  the  desirable  citizen's  daugh- 
ter, when  the  child  shall  not  be  taxed 
for    such    diabolical    infamy;     when 


poodle  dogs  will  not  be  caressed  on 
the  life-blood  of  innocent  childhood; 
when  these  children  of  Comer's  hell- 
hole will  live  in  God's  heaven  without 
any  master  to  dictate  their  lives. 

The  high  temperature  of  the  mills, 
combined  by  an  abnormal  humidity  of 
the  air,  produced  by  steaming,  done 
by  manufacturers,  make  bad  material 
weave  easier  and  tend  to  diminish  the 
workers'  power  of  resisting  disease. 
The  humid  atmosphere  promotes  per- 
spiration, but  makes  evaporation  from 
the.  skin  more  difficult,  and  in  this 
condition  the  operator  when  he  leaves 
the  mill  has  to  face  a  much-reduced 
temperature,  which  produces  serious 
chest  affections.  They  are  all  narrow- 
chested  and  disheartened  looking.  I 
found  very  few  of  them  who  could  read 
or  write  as  I  went  to  take  their  names 
to  register  them  for  their  charter.  I 
found  they  would  come  and  ask  me, 
"You  write  his  or  her  name."  who- 
ever was  running  for  office.  No  won- 
der the  governor  could  send  his  daugh- 
ter to  the  seashore;  no  wonder  he 
could  have  the  audacity  to  drive 
miners  back  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet; no  wonder  men  and  women 
commit  suicide.  They  are  too  tired 
out  at  the  end  of  the  day  to  engage 
in  any  mental  pursuit  They  want 
something  or  some  one  to  cheer  them 
up. 

As  a  new  Rudyard  Kipling  would 
say: 

Comer,  go  reckon  your  dead 

By  the  forges  red 

And  the  factories  where  your  slaves 

Bpln. 
You've  eaten  their  lives, 
Their  babes  and  wives. 

--Mother  Jonet. 


The  'Timifiess"  of  the  Hippo- 
potamus. 

A  TRArr  He  Holds  in  Common  With 
Many  Human  Beings. 

In  the  Bronx  Zoo  a  fat,  stodgy,  thick- 
witted  hippopotamus  has  Just  been 
giving  an  exhibtion  of  will  power. 
His  keepers  wanted  him  to  go  into  new 
quarters,  and  attempted  by  setting  a 
sixty-pound  dinner  in  a  large  box,  to 
lure  him  into  it 

There  was  no  especial  reason  why 
the  hippopotamus  should  not  go  into 
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the  box,  except  that  he  did  not  want  to 
so. 

He  had  never  been  trapped  in  a  box 
of  that  sort  From  his  infancy  he  had 
been  treated  kindly,  well  fed  with  ap- 
petizing food,  given  a  pond  of  water 
to  swim  about  in,  treated  with  as 
much  consideration  as  the  most  spoiled 
hippopotamus  could  expect 

Ck>n8equently,  it  was  not  fear  that 
kept  him  from  entering  the  con- 
trivance, and  not  intelligence,  but  sim- 
ply obstinacy. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  certain 
writers  will  have  much  to  say  in 
praise  of  this  creature's  firmness  and 
courage.  When  blind  insistence  on 
doing  a  thing  one  has  set  out  to  do, 
whether  it  is  sensible  or  not,  is  ob- 
served by  reverent  hero  worshippers, 
it  always  calls  forth  admiration. 

There  are  a  great  many  human  hip- 
popotami who  stubbornly  do  what  they 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  do,  ir- 
respective of  how  it  aftects  other  peo- 
ple. They  are  too  often  set  down  as 
iron-willed  masters  of  fate,  not  to  be 
turned  from  their  purpose  by  any  hu- 
man agency. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  such  people  are 
merely  sodden  obstructionists,  too  lazy 
to  change  their  minds,  even  when 
proven  to  be  in  the  wrong,  and  too 
heedless  of  others  to  care  whether  or 
not  they  are  making  trouble  for  every 
one  about  them. 

Such  a  human  hippopotamus  was 
George  III.  the  dull,  self-willed  king, 
whose  stubbornness  cost  England  the 
American  colonies. 

About  him  were  men  like  Pitt,  able 
and  intelligent  They  pointed  to  him 
that  the  freedom  of  a  people  was  more 
important  than  the  vanity  of  a  ruler, 
but  hippopotamus-like,  he  refused  to 
listen  to  any  reason,  preferring  to  hold 
to  his  own  little  opinions.  The  result 
was  the  grievances  he  caused  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  colonists  were  too 
heavy  for  them  to  bear,  and  they  rose 
and  won  their  independence  with 
sword  and  musket 

Just  now,  in  Washington,  a  human 
hippopotamus  of  another  sort,  named 
Joseph  G.  Cannon,  stands  in  the  way 
of  natural  progress.  Placed  at  the 
head  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
he  refuses  to  listen  to  any  member  not 
to  his  liking,  or  to  the  liking  of  the 
other  human  hippopotami  who  have 
placed  him  in  power.     He  has  more 


intelligence  than  the  stupid  creature 
in  the  Bronx,  or  than  the  fat  King 
George,  for  there  is  method  in  his  ob- 
structive tactics. 

But  his  motive,  which  is  to  keep  the 
people  from  getting  any  legislation 
that  they  want,  is  full  as  short-sighted 
as  that  of  the  Bronx  hippopotamus, 
for,  like  all  obstructionists,  he  must 
in  time  be  pushed  out  of  the  way  of 
progress,  and  kept  out  of  it  for  all 
time. 

We  selected  this  topic  for  an  edi- 
torial because  obstinacy  is  a  trait  that 
is  not  by  any  means  confined  to  heavy, 
water-logged  amphibious  animals. 

Firmness  and  determination  are  fine 
and  necessary  qualities,  if  they  are  in- 
telligently directed. 

But  to  insist  upon  having  your 
own  way,  because  it  is  your  own  way. 
is  to  harm  yourself,  while  you  are  an- 
noying others. 

The  time  will  come  when  the  keep- 
ers of  the  Bronx  hippopotamus,  dis- 
gusted because  of  his  stubbornness, 
will  sling  him  up  with  a  block  and 
tackle,  and  convey  him,  grunting  hi 
disgust,  to  the  new  and  better  quarters 
that  are  intended  for  him. 

Obstructionists  must  be  got  out  of 
the  way.  And  all  the  human  hippo- 
potami who  plant  themselves  firmly 
and  squarely  and,  as  they  fancy,  im- 
movably in  a  particular  spot  they 
want  to  occupy,  will  meet  the  same 
sort  of  fate. 

Firmness  without  intelligence  is  a 
quality  that  can  be  found  in  any 
boulder  which  had  fallen  across  a  road- 
way. It  is  about  as  profitable  as  balki- 
ness  in  a  mule. — New  York  Evening 
Journal. 


Division  of  Labor 

and  Competition 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  the  indus- 
trial development  draws  commerce 
and  credit  in  ever  closer  relation  with 
industry.  It  brings  about,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  result  that,  by  reason  of 
the  increased  division  of  labor,  the 
various  functions  which  the  capitalist 
has  to  fulfill  In  the  body  politic  split 
up  ever  more  and  more,  and  become 
separate  undertakings  and  institu- 
tions. Formerly,  it  was  the  merchant's 
function  not  only  to  buy  and  to  sell 
goods,  but  also  to  carry  them,  often  to 
very    distant    markets.      He    had    to 
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asBort  his  goods,  display  and  render 
them  accessible  to  the  indiyidual  pur- 
chaser. Today,  there  is  a  division  of 
labor  not  between  wholesale  and  retail 
trade  only;  we  also  find  large  under- 
takings for  the  transportation  and  for 
the  storing  of  goods.  In  those  large 
central  markets,  called  exchanges, 
buying  and  selling  have  to  such  an  ex- 
tent become  separate  pursuits,  and 
freed  themselves  from  the  other  func- 
tions commonly  appertaining  to  the 
merchant,  that,  not  only  are  goods, 
located  in  distant  regions,  or  not  yet 
even  produced,  bought  and  sold  there, 
but  that  goods  are  bought  without  the 
purchaser  intending  to  take  posses- 
sion of  them,  and  others  are  sold  with- 
out the  seller  ever  having  had  them 
in  his  possession. 

In  former  days  a  capitalist  could 
not  be  conceived  without  accompany- 
ing the  thought  with  a  large  safe  in 
which  money  was  collected,  and  out 
of  which  he  took  the  funds  which  he 
needed  to  make  payments.  Today  the 
treasury  of  the  capitalist  has  become 
the  subject  of  a  separate  occupation  in 
all  industrially  advanced  countries, 
especially  England  and  America.  The 
bank  has  sprung  up.  Pasrments  are 
no  longer  made  to  the  capitalist,  but 
to  his  bank,  and  from  his  bank,  not 
from  him,  are  his  debts  collected.  And 
so  it  happens  that  a  few  central  con- 
cerns perform  today  the  functions  of 
treasury  for  the  whole  capitalist  class 
In  the  country. 

But  although  the  several  functions 
of  the  capitalists  thus  become  the 
functions  of  separate  undertakings, 
they  do  not  become  independent  of 
each  other  except  in  appearance  and 
legal  form;  economically  they  remain 
as  closely  bound  to  and  dependent 
upon  each  other  as  ever.  The  func- 
tions of  any  of  these  undertakings 
could  not  continue  if  those  of  any  of 
the  others,  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected in  business,  were  to  be  inter- 
rupted. 

The  more  commerce,  credit  and  in- 
dustry become  interdependent,  and  the 
more  the  several  functions  of  the 
capitalist  class  are  assumed  by  separ- 
ate undertakings,  the  greater  is  the 
dependence  of  one  capitalist  upon  an- 
other. Capitalist  production  becomes, 
accordingly,  more  and  more  a  gigantic 
body,  whose  various  limbs  stand  in 
the  closest  relation  to  each  other. 
Thus  while  the  masses  of  the  people 


are  ever  more  d^[>endent  upon  the 
capitalists,  the  capitalists  themselves 
become  ever  more  dependent  upcm  one 
another. 

The  economic  machinery  of  the 
modem  system  of  production  consti- 
tutes a  more  and  more  delicate  and 
complicated  mechanism,  the  correct 
action  of  which  depends  ever  more 
upon  the  exact  fitness  of  its  Innumer- 
able wheels  and  the  exact  fulfillment 
of  their  respective  roles.  Never  yel 
did  any  system  of  production  stand  m 
such  need  of  planful  regulation  as 
does  the  present  one.  While  the  sev- 
eral industries  become,  in  point  of 
fact,  more  and  more  dependent  upon 
one  another,  in  point  of  law  they  re- 
main wholly  independent.  The  means 
of  production  of  every  single  industry 
are  private  property;  their  owner  can 
do  with  them  as  he  pleases. 

The  more  completely  large  produc- 
tion develops,  the  larger  every  single 
industry  becomes,  the  greater  is  the 
order  to  which  the  economic  activity 
of  each  is  reduced,  and  the  more  ac- 
curate and  well  considered  is  the  plan 
upon  which  each  is  carried  on.  down 
to  the  smallest  details.  Outside  ol 
that,  however,  the  Joint  operation  of 
the  various  industries  is  left  to  the 
impulse  of  free  competition;  and  it 
is  at  the  expense  of  a  prodigious  waste 
of  power  and  of  matter,  and  across 
economic  shocks,  called  crises,  which, 
up  to  a  certain  time,  increased  in 
violence,  but  which  subsequently  have 
become  so  chronic  as  to  cease  to  call 
attention,  that  free  competition  keeps 
the  economic  mechanism  in  motion. 
It  moves  with  fits  and  starts.  The 
process  goes  on,  not  by  putting  every 
one  in  his  proper  place,  but  by  crush- 
ing every  one  who  stands  in  the  way. 
This  is  what  is  called  "the  selection 
of  the  fittest  in  the  struggle  for  exist- 
ence." The  fact  Is.  however,  that 
competition  crushes,  not  so  much  the 
truly  unfit,  as  those  who  happen  to 
stand  in  the  wrong  place,  and  who 
lack  either  the  special  qualifications, 
or,  what  is  more  important,  the  neces- 
sary capital  to  survive.  But  competi- 
tion is  no  longer  satisfied  with  crush- 
ing those  who  are  unequal  to  the 
"struggle  for  existence."  The  destruc- 
tion of  every  one  of  these  draws  in 
its  wake  the  ruin  of  numberless  other 
beings,  who  stood  in  economic  con- 
nection with  the  bankrupt  concern — 
wage  workers,  creditors,  etc. 
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"E^rery  man  is  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,"  ao  runs  the  favorite 
proverb.  This  proverb  is  an  heir- 
loom from  the  days  of  small  produc- ' 
tion,  when  the  fate  of  every  single 
breadwinner,  at  worst  that  of  his  fam- 
ily also,  depended  upon  his  own  per- 
sonal qualities.  Today  the  fate  or 
every  member  of  a  capitalist  com- 
munity depends  less  and  less  upon  his 
own  individuality^  and  more  and  more 
upon  a  thousand  circumstances  that 
are  wholly  beyond  his  control.  Com- 
petition no  longer  brings  about  the 
survival  of  the  ntteat—Karl  Kautaky, 
in  ''The  OapUalUt  Class:* 


The  Right  of  Asylum. 

The  case  of  Christian  Rudowitz, 
now  before  United  States  Commis- 
sioner Foote  to  meet  the  demand  for 
his  extradition  by  the  Russian  gov- 
ernment, lays  stress  once  more  upon 
the  tenacious  vitality  of  the  ideals 
upon  which  this  country  is  founded. 

Rudowitz  maintains  that  he  is  a 
political  refugee.  And  here  come  up 
at  once  all  the  traditions,  all .  the 
American  pride  in  the  precious  "right 
of  asylum."  We  are  vividly  faced  with 
the  issues  that  UBderlay  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims,  the  coming  of  the 
Huguenots  and  the  immigration  of  our 
Irish  citizens. 

At  such  a  time  we  must  go  back  to 
the  principles  which  we  have  labori- 
ously established  in  the  past  We  need 
not  and  should  not  attempt  to  preju- 
dice a  special  case  now  under  judicial 
advisement,  but  we  should  assuredly 
take  a  new  grasp  of  our  old  ideals  in 
order  to  preserve  and  protect  them. 

We  must  remember,  then,  our  an- 
cient glory  in  the  faith  that  in  this 
country  at  least  men  shall  be  safe 
from  the  long  arm  of  religious  or  polit- 
ical persecution.  The  very  essence  of 
freedom,  as  America  has  defined  it, 
lies  in  this  conviction.  We  have  cher- 
ished the  right  of  asylum  as  zealously 
as  the  right  of  free  speech. 

Legally  we  have  tried  to  keep  clear 
the  distinction  between  extradition  for 
criminal  and  for  political  oftenses.  It 
has  been  difficult,  because  the  acts  of 
revolutionists  often  fall  to  stand  out 
in  their  true  meaning.  It  is  hard  for 
an  isolated  refugee  to  prove  that  he 
acted  from  political  motives;  it  is  com- 


paratively easy  for  his  vengeful  gov- 
ernment to  make  out  against  him  a 
prima  facie  case  of  criminal  Intent 
Our  courts  have  realized  this.  Indeed, 
an  interesting  excerpt  quoted  by  the 
New  York  Evening  Post  from  the  do- 
cisions  of  a  federal  judge  contains 
this  recognition  of  it: 

"I  cannot  help  thinking  that  every- 
body knows  that  there  are  many  acta 
of  a  political  character  done  without 
reason,  done  against  all  reason;  but  at 
the  same  time  one  cannot  look  too 
hardly  and  weigh  in  golden  scales  thc> 
acts  of  men  not  in  their  political  ex- 
citement. An  act  of  this  description 
may  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  fur- 
thering and  in  furtherance  of  a  politi- 
cal rising,  even  though  it  is  an  act 
which  may  be  deplored  and  lamented 
by  those  who  calmly  reflect  upon  it 
after  the  battle  is  over." 

"Obviously,"  adds  the  Post,  "the  in- 
tention of  the  law  is  that  every  chance 
shall  be  given  to  the  refugee  who 
pleads  his  political  opinions  as  a  de- 
fense against  extradition." 

Considering  present  conditions  in 
their  general  relation  to  the  right  of 
asylum,  we  have  good  reason  to  ex- 
amine into  the  strange  energy  With 
which  Russia  has  recently  begun  to 
reclaim  "criminals"  from  our  shores. 
We  have  had  two  such  arrests  in  Chi-' 
cago,  and  the  Pouren  and  Alexandro- 
vitch  cases  in  the  East  are  recently 
familiar.  After  many  years  of  im- 
perial indifterence  this  burst  of  activ-« 
ity  calls  for  some  explanation.  Can  it 
be  that  Russia,  after  closing  all  Eu- 
rope, saving  England,  against  her 
revolutionary  refugees,  is  now  trying 
to  close  America,  too?  Such  a  result 
would  give  bureaucratic  barbarism  an 
even  freer  hand  than  it  has  today. 

Whatever  the  outcome  of  the  Rudo- 
witz case,  it  may  be  well  for  our  peo- 
ple to  prepare  for  a  reassertion  of  the 
right  of  asylum.  We  are  willing  to 
live  up  to  our  extradition  treaties,  but 
we  may  once  more  have  to  make  a  for- 
eign government  understand  that  free- 
dom from  political  persecution  in  this 
country  is  a  living  fact,  not  a  bloodless 
theory.  We  could  do  less  important 
things  than  urge  upon  Elihu  Root  the 
wisdom  of  following  up  his  action 
upon  the  Pouren  case  with  diplomatic 
action  in  general. — Chicago  Evening 
Post, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9S6 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


Cat  Out  of  Bag. 

Jim  Duncan  of  the  Oranite  Cutters' 
Journal  "let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag" 
in  the  folowing  paragraph  taken  from 
hl8  leading  editorial  last  week: 

"Our  Journal  should  be  used  for  the 
propagation  of  principles  on  which  we 
all  agree,  although  we  may  differ  in 
method.  The  public  press,  the  weekly 
labor  press,  the  daily  or  weekly  press 
which  make  a  specialty  of  politics  and 
economics,  partisan  or  otherwise,  can 
and  do  reach  our  membership,  an«l 
form  suitable  educators,  the  more  so 
as  the  editors  of  those  papers,  all  or 
some  of  them,  wiir  welcome  at  all 
;times  expressions  of  opinion  upon  this 
subject;  but  it  is  not  in  accordance 
with  trade  unionism  or  democracy,  for 
a  man,  even  a  union  man,  to  be  re- 
quired through  any  other  source  to 
read  and  discuss  literature  which  Is 
offensive  to  him." 

In  other  words  Mr.  Duncan  says  that 
when  there  is  any  objectionable  work 
to  be  done  for  labor  the  weekly  labor 
paper  is  to  do  it  We  thank  Jim  Dun- 
can for  the  admission  in  the  aboTc 
paragraph.  It  is  the  first  time  any 
national  union  official  had  the  cour- 
age to  put  it  so  plainly.  That  is  ex- 
actly what  the  editor  of  the  Typo- 
graphical Journal  believes,  but  he 
would  never  admit  it 

So  we  have  learned  another  "Lesson 
of  the  Campaign."  It  is  that  the  week- 
ly labor  press  is  to  do  the  dirty  work 
of  the  unions.  The  weekly  labor  press 
is  expected  to  print  matter  that  is 
"offensive"  to  the  readers  of  the  offi- 
cial organs,  but  are  not  the  readers  of 
the  official  organ  the  same  men  who 
read  the  weekly  labor  press?  Jim 
Duncan  has  put  us  wise.  If  he  had 
printed  in  the  Oranite  Cutters'  Jour- 
nal the  matter  that  was  recently 
printed  in  the  weekly  labor  press  he 
would  not  have  been  invited  to  Ted 
dy's  party. 

The  duty  of  the  weekly  labor  press 
is  to  prosecute  boycotts,  roast  employ- 
ers who  are  opposed  to  unions;  buy 
label  goods,  condemn  unsparingly  the 
employer  who  refuses  to  grant  the  de- 
mands of  the  union;  berate  the  candi- 
date for  president  who  has  an  injunc- 
tion record;  pitilessly  lash  the  scab; 
scold  the  member  who  owes  dues; 
rebuke  the  lawyer  who  asks  for  an  in- 
junction;    berate    the    member    wha 


wears  scab  clothes;  remonstrate  with 
the  member  who  has  cold  feet;  reprl« 
mand  the  shop  hog  and  censure  the 
grafter.  All  these  things  must  be 
done  for  the  good  of  the  cause.  The 
daily  press  will  not  do  these  things. 
Tney  are  too  "offensive"  for  the  read- 
ers of  the  official  organ,  so  it  is  up  to 
the  weekly  labor  press  to  do  the  dirty 
work.  For  all  of  which  the  weekly  la- 
bor editor  is  ostracized  and  back- 
capped,  catalogued  as  an  agitator  and 
starved  by  the  men  he  fights  for  or 
fed  on  lemons,  while  the  editor  of  the 
official  organ  never  misses  a  meal  or  a 
pay  day,  poses  as  the  real  thing  in  the 
labor  movement  and  prints  nothing 
that  will  be  "offensive"  to  the  mem- 
bers of  his  union.  We  wish  to  Ood  we 
had  learned  this  "Legislation  of  the 
Campaign"  fifteen  years  ago.  If  we 
had  we  know  one  man  who  would 
never  have  been  a  weekly  labor  press 
editor. — Western   Laborer. 


An  English  Decbion. 

An  English  court  has  just  handed 
down  a  decision  in  test  case  that  will 
probably  give  the  American  courts  the 
longed-for  chance  to  quote  a  prece- 
dent, and  incidentally  it  will  give  the 
British  labor  party  some  more  work 
to  do.  According  to  the  Ehiglish  court 
the  union  label  is  illegal.  The  test 
was  made  by  rival  liquor  interests. 
One  concern  advertised  union  ale  and 
displayed  the  union  label  on  the  keg 
and  secured  the  trade  of  the  thirsty 
citizens.  A  competitor  that  saw  his 
trade  ^o  to  the  bad  sued  before  the 
upright  judge  and  the  latter  held  for 
the  complainant  and  declared  the  label 
illegal  because  there  was  do  law  legal- 
izing it.  Now  the  union  label  oppon- 
ents are  intoxicated  with  joy. — Cleve- 
land Citizen, 


The  Best  Friend — I  hear  her  hus- 
band shows  her  a  dcglike  devotion. 
The  Casual  Gossip — ^Yes.  they  say  he 
is  always  growling  at  her. 

Calves  are  never  killed  in  Morocco 
because  of  a  popular  notion  that  if  de- 
prived of  them  the  cows  would  ceasp 
to  give  milk. 

The  phrase  "living  on  tick"  dates 
back  to  the  seventejnth  century,  when 
a  tradesman's  bill  was  known  as  a 
ticket. 
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Argentine,  Kans. 

Hditob  Switchmen's  Joxtbnal: 

The  little  pink  book  of  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.  arrived  at  the  house  today,  and 
after  carefully  reading  the  contents  I 
have  decided  to  write  a  short  piece  for 
the  JouBNAL,  as  nothing  has  appeared 
from  this  city  in  a  long  time. 

No.  42  is  about  like  the  rest  of  the 
S.  U.  lodges,  the  members  have  too 
much  business  on  meeting  nights,  but 
glad  to  say  the  faithful  few  will  al- 
ways be  found  on  hand. 

As  we  liave  decided*  to  get  some  gin- 
ger in  our  members,  the  first  thing  is 
a  few  lines  to  the  Joxtbnal. 

In  the  past  we  have  been  greatly 
handicapped  on  account  of  the  age  of 
the  8.  U.,  and  the  terrible  stories  cir^ 
culated  relative  to  our  insurance  de- 
partment; but  if  one  who  has  made 
such  a  big  knock  will  turn  to  page 
S9S  and  see  where  we  have  paid  claims 
amounting  to  1970,318.60,  and  have 
nearly  |100,000  on  hand,  then  wliPt  can 
you  say.  Ot  course,  as  of  yore,  you 
have  no  protection.  Dear  reader,  the 
protection  afforded  in  this  part  of  the 
country  does  not  amount  to  anything, 
as  any  man  regardless  of  his  affiliation 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  knows  this 
is  true.  Let's  lay  aside  this  hatred 
and  get  together,  and  be  men  as  well 
as  brothers,  and  make  the  interest  of 
one  the  concern  of  all.  Then  times  and 
things  will  change. 

I  am,  indeed,  glad  to  note  the  Grand 
Board  has,  at  last,  made  our  journal  a 
strict  labor  Journal  and  not  a  political 
one,  as  each  member  is  a  part  owner 
of  the  Journal,  and  must  be  reckoned 
with. 

Having  had  the  privilege  to  repre- 
sent No.  42  at  the  last  convention  I 
became  acquainted  with  our  late  Bro. 
Bamett  and  found  him  to  be  exactly 
as  represented.  Too  bad  to  lose  sucih 
a  member.    But  Qod  knoweth  best 


A  very  painful  accident  happened  to 
Bro.  J.  Mclnemy,  better  known  as 
Ducky.  While  unchaining  cars,  in 
some  unknown  manner  his  ear  was 
nearly  torn  off,  but  at  this  writing  he 
has  made  rapid  strides  toward  im- 
provement and  will  be  out  to  his  post 
of  duty  in  a  short  time. 

Bro.  Hawley  was  in  Kansas  City  on 
Sunday  and  Monday.  A  large  meeting 
was  held  in  No.  I's  hall  on  Sunday 
night  As  I  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  on  the  sick  list  since  the  3rd  of 
the  month  and  unable  to  leave  the 
house,  Bros.  Hawley  and  Graham  were 
over,  and,  indeed,  it  does  a  sick  man 
considerable  good  to  shake  the  hand 
of  the  Grand  President  and  talk  with 
him. 

No.  1  and  the  ladies  of  No.  17  are 
giving  a  ball  on  the  24th  and  from  all 
accounts  will  be  a  grand  success. 

With  best  wishes  to  all  railroad  men 
and  their  families,  I  remain, 

In  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Hap  jAim. 


Cleveiandt  O. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Jodbnal: 

I  read  with  pleasure  your  article  in 
the  columns  of  our  September  Joub- 
NAL,  in  which  you  set  forth  quite  clear- 
ly the  future  policy  of  the  Switoh- 
men's  Joubnal.  The  excluding  of  po- 
litical discussions  or  arguments  from 
the  Joubnal  is  a  wise  move,  and  one 
wnich  will  bring  good  results.  At  this 
early  date  I  hear  most  favorable  com- 
ment and  expressions  of  good  will 
from  many  of  our  mem>bers  regarding 
the  new  order  of  things.  In  the  publi- 
cation of  a  labor  magazine,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  what  the  greatest  re- 
sults can  be  accomplished  only  by 
confining  the  articles  inserted  to 
unionism,  or  to  those  which  may  be 
useful   or  instructive  to  the  readers. 
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Articles  which  might  suggest  ways 
and  means  of  bettering  the  condition 
of  the  wage  earner  are  in  the  proper 
place  when  they  appear  in  labor  issues. 
Contributions  or  letters  from  officers 
or  members  are  interesting  and  are 
always  gratefully  received  by  the  edi- 
tor. I  know  of  no  organization  whose 
members  generally  are  better  qualified 
to  contribu/te  good,  substantial  and  in- 
structive matter  than  are  those  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union.  For  that  reason 
I  hope  that  every  member  of  this 
union  will  lend  a  helping  hand  in  as- 
sisting Bro.  Cassidy  in  carrying  out 
^is  present  policy.  He  is  deserving 
of  any  assistance  which  the  brothers 
may  be  able  to  render,  and  if  he  is 
given  to  understand  that  his  efforts  to 
improve  our  journal  are  appreciated,  I 
feel  safe  in  saying  that  Bro.  Cassidy 
will  soon  be  circulating  a  magazine 
which  will  be  second  to  none.  I  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  understood,  however, 
that  I  am  opposed  to  wage  earners  fa- 
miliarizing themselves  with  political 
conditions,  because,  personally,  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  Just  as  essential  that  or- 
ganized labor  should  become  familiar 
with  political  and  economic  problems 
as  it  is  for  them  to  be  familiar  with 
those  which  pertain  solely  to  labor  con- 
ditions. I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  every  workingman  to  scan  verv 
closely  the  record  of  every  can- 
didate for  supreme,  circuit  or  com- 
mon pleas  Judges,  legislative  'bodies,  or 
any  office  which  gives  to  the  holder 
the  authority  to  employ  labor.  Leave 
no  stone  unturned  to  learn  what  their 
attitude  has  been  towards  union  labor. 
We  can  readily  obtain  this  informa- 
tion from  the  daily  press  or  from  per- 
sonal observation  or  investigation.  If, 
after  careful  investigation,  you  find  a 
candidate  has  been  unfair  to  organized 
labor,  or  even  hesitated  as  to  the  course 
he  should  pursue,  do  not  give  him  your 
ballot.  Under  no  circumstances  should 
'  a  man  vote  a  ticket  because  his  father 
before  him  did  so.  If  matters  <xf  politi- 
cal nature  are  handled  in  that  manner, 
our  editor,  or  the  book  he  publishes, 
will  never  be  placed  in  an  embar- 
rassing position  and  the  garb  of  our 
officers  will  never  become  tainted  by 
political  graft  or  bribery. 

There  has  never  been  a  campaign  in 
the  history  of  our  country  that  has 
seen  so  many  leaders  in  the  labor 
world  brought  into  the  limelight  as 
the  one  which  has  Just  closed.    Never- 


theless, I  doubt  very  much  whether  all 
of  those  who  have  been  in  the  limelighi 
would  care  to  have  their  actions  placed 
under  the  searchlight.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  what  a  few  of  those  who 
took,  or  accepted,  rather  shady  posi- 
tions during  the  last  campaign,  will, 
in  the  near  future,  sink  down  into  ob- 
livion  and  their  names  will  be  heard 
no  more,  at  least  not  in  the  ranks  of 
the  workers.  Strange,  isn't  it,  that  so 
many  of  the  urightest  stars  that  ever 
sprang  from  the  ranks  of  labor  have 
sacrificed  positions  where  they  have 
been  the  idol  of  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  workers,  enticed  away  by  po- 
litical inducements  or  promisee  of  fu- 
ture greatness.  Tet  today  there  is 
scarcely  one  who  has  been  lured  away, 
but  what  would  warmly  welcome  an 
opportunity  to  return  to  their  old 
standing  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
which  standing  they  forfeited  when 
they  allowed  themselves  to  be  sacri- 
ficed on  the  altar  of  political  ambition. 
When  we  consider  these  things,  we 
should  feel  proud  of  the  fact  that  we 
can  point  with  pride  to  the  officials  of 
the  Switchmen's  Union,  knowing  that 
there  is  at  least  one  organization 
whose  officials  have  refused  to  be  fasci- 
nated by  the  glare  of  political  great- 


I  notice  that  another  avenue  to 
greatness  has  lately  been  opened  vp 
for  a  labor  leader.  The  American 
Railway  Association  and  Investment 
Co.  has  paved  the  way  to  a  $15,000  a 
year  position  for  the  leader  of  one  of 
the  great  railroad  organizations.  The 
American  Railway  Association, — part 
of  the  name  sounds  well  enough,  but 
the  hind  end  of  the  name  should  be 
marked  by  red  lights,  and  every  rail- 
road man  knows  what  a  red  light 
stands  for.  Let  me  say  to  every  rail- 
road man,  whether  he  be  engineer, 
fireman,  conductor,  brakeman,  switch- 
man, or  employed  in  any  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  beware  of  the  in- 
vestment company. 

Now  Just  a  word  about  No.  11.  We 
have  weathered  the  dull  times  as  well 
as  could  possibly  be  expected.  The 
various  lines  in  this  city  have  been 
quite  seriously  affected  by  the  panicky 
condition  of  the  times  and  have  re- 
duced forces  to  a  minimum,  but  there 
seems  to  be  some  improvement  gener- 
ally, and  our  members  who  have  been 
out  of  employment  are  being  benefited 
thereby.    We  have  lost  some  members 
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for  the  time  being,  but  with  very  few 
exceptions  those  who  have  been  com- 
pelled to  drop  out  will  eoon  be  back  in 
line.  I  have  just  learned  as  I  was 
about  to  close,  of  the  death  of  Bro. 
Prank  E.  Stewart  of  No.  11.  It  is 
with  feelings  of  deepest  regret  that  I 
learn  of  the  death  of  thfs  brother.  Bro. 
Frank  Stewart  will  probably  be  better 
remembered  by  many  members  of  No. 
11  and  a  great  many  traveling  broth- 
ers, who  may  have  been  assisted  by 
him,  by  the  name  of  "Red,"  by  which 
he  was  generally  known.  He  had  been 
employed  by  the  Nickel  Plate  for  a 
numlber  of  years,  filling  at  times  the 
position  of  night  yardmaster  and  as- 
sistant day  yardmaster.  He  had  a 
very  wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  as 
the  positions  he  occupied  brought  him 
in  touch  with  travelling  brothers  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  to  all  of  whom 
he  gladly  gave  any  necessary  assist- 
ance to  the  traveling  brothers,  as  well 
as  the  brothers  of  No.  11.  He  will  be 
sadly  missed.  He  was  always  an  ener- 
getic worker  in  the  interests  of  union- 
ism, and  often  attended  lodge,  al- 
though he  never  could  be  induced  to 
hold  office.  We  bow  our  heads  in  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  the  Father  in 
heaven,  and  say.  Thy  will  be  done.  To 
the  bereaved  wife  and  mother  who, 
by  the  way,  should  be  known  to  you 
all  through  the  many  splendid  letters 
written  for  our  Journal  over  the  sig- 
nature of  "Red's  Wife,"  and  to  the 
family  and  relatives  and  friends,  we 
extend  our  deepest  sympathy  in  their 
great  sorrow,  and  the  members  of  the 
Switchmen's  Union  Join  you  in  mourn- 
ing for  this  departed  brother. 

In  closing,  Bro.  Cassidy,  kindly  ac- 
cept kindest  regards  and  best  wishes 
for  the  union  and  the  Joubnal.    I  anx 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

W.  A.  Trrus. 


Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Journal: 

In  looking  over  the  November  Joub- 
NAX  and  noting  all  the  nice  letters 
contributed,  and  remembering  we  have 
not  had*  anything  to  say  for  some  time, 
I  thought  I  would  try  to  give  its 
readers  a  letter  from  119. 

Our  lodge  is  doing  very  well,  aver- 
age attendance  at  all  meetings  and  we 
are  gaining  in  membership— four  ap* 
plications,  four  new  members,  and  oth- 
ers in  view  for  later  ones. 


On  Oct  27th  we  held  our  annual  ball 
and  it  was  a  success  in  every  way, 
financially  and  socially.  We  held  this 
ball  in  the  Odeon  Dancing  Academy, 
Just  under  the  cave  of  the  Great  Mor- 
mon Temple.  A  beautiful  and  nicely- 
decorated  building  it  is,  and  upon  this 
occasion  it  showed  to  find  advantage. 
Splendid  music,  fine  refreshments  and 
a  mixed  party,  including  not  only  our 
own  people  but  train  and  enginemen, 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  many  people  entirely 
out  of  our  profession,  and  the  compli- 
ment we  received  on  all  sides  was, 
"the  best  of  the  season." 

On  Sept.  23rd,  a  surprise  party  at 
Bro.  A.  C.  Wilber's  was  enjoyed  by  all 
who  attended;  also  the  one  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  at  Bro.  Sam  Shill's,  Sept 
30th,  the  attendance  at  both  of  these 
occasions  being  mostly  members  of  the 
S.  U.  and  many  outside  friends.  These 
social  gatherings  are  looked  forward 
to  with  pleasure  by  all  our  members 
and  in  a  large  measure  cement  and 
bring  about  a  kind  and  friendly  feel> 
ing.  I  desire  to  say  in  this  connection 
and  taking  Bro.  Burt's  (Fourth  Vice- 
Grand  Master)  words  as  to  federation 
as  a  cue,  it  is  Just  such  gatherings 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  that  call 
forth  the  remark,  "Why  not  federa- 
tion?" Train,  enginemen  and  yard- 
men's duties  are  identical  and  our  as^ 
Bociations  so  closely  allied,  it  forces 
the  writer  to  say,  after  an  experience 
of  over  twenty  odd  years  in  train  and 
yard  service  in  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  that  I  cannot  see 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  prejudice 
and  ignorance  giving  way  to  reason 
when  the  welfare  of  all  are  taken  into 
consideration.  A  federation,  with  a 
commission  composed  of  the  heads  of 
the  five  orders,  same  rates  of  insurance 
and  all  other  such  business  conducted 
as  at  present  to  start  with.  One  fed- 
erated card  and  a  degree  for  each 
branch  of  service,  it  appears  to  me, 
would  and  could  effect  better  results 
than  now  obtain  and  with  equally 
as  much  harmony.  I  do  not  want  to 
be  understood  as  taking  the  ground 
that  we  are  not  now  in  harmony,  and 
concluding  will  say  I  firmly  believe 
that  day  will  yet  come  when  suc^  will 
be  the  situation. 

Railroad  business  in  this  part  ot  the 
Rockies  is  on  the  increase,  but  not  as 
good  as  at  this  time  last  year.  Most 
all  of  the  brothers  are  making  full 
time. 
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Bro.  Flarity  is  again  laid  up  with 
rheumatism.    He  has  our  sympathy^ 

Bro.  St  Clergy  of  Garfield  Is  again 
at  work,  after  a  long  siege  of  small- 
pox, and  as  I  understand,  is  about  to 
say,  I  take  her  for  better  or  worse. 
He  has  our  congratulations. 

Well,  with  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  New  Tear  to  all,  I  remain, 
Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

"ZiON." 


ChicagOt  III. 

Bbotheb  Bditob: 

If  you  will  allow  me  space  I  will  tell 
the  boys  about  a  smoker  we  had  last 
meeting  night.  I  have  lots  of  time 
now  to  write,  so  here  it  goes:  I  am 
laid  up  at  Stanton  Hospital.  Brothers, 
w<e  had  a  very  nice  crowd  at  our  last 
meeting  and  smoker.  We  had  about 
25  or  30,  and  among  them  we  had  Bro. 
J.  B.  Connors  and  Bro.  M.  J.  Boyle  and 
our  old  friend  Paggie.  They  had  a 
very  good  time,  but  did  not  stay  long 
enough  to  see  the  big  show.  I  got 
home  just  in  time  to  change  my  clothes 
and  go  to  work. 

Brothers,  you  can  see  what  it  is  that 
draws  them  out.  We  got  two  members 
out  of  it  and  a  good  time.  The  best 
of  all  Paggie  was  talking  to  a  deaf  and 
dumb  man.  When  I  went  in  he  said 
the  fool  wouldn't  talk,  so  I  thought  be 
was  deaf,  dumb  and  blind,  but  he  was 
only  blind,  and  he  was  a  good  piano 
player. 

I  think  these  smokers  are  the  only 
thing  to  have  in  the  fall  and  winter, 
and  cut  some  of  these  summer  meetr 
ings  out,  as  there  is  too  much  fun  out- 
side of  a  lodge  room  to  hold  two  meetp 
ings  a  month.  I  think  one  meeting  a 
month  is  enough  to  do  business. 

Ask  the  brothers  why  they  donTt 
come  to  meetings  and  they  will  tell 
you  they  had  a  date  and  couldn't  get 
away.  Some  of  them  ought  to  be  tied 
to  a  woman's  apron  striifg  so  they 
couldn't  get  away,  and  then  they  would 
be  satisfied. 

Well,  brothers.  I  have  told  you  about 
all  I  know.  I  want  to  thank  my  broth- 
ers for  their  kindness;  also  two  mem- 
bers of  the  B.  of  R.  T.,  namely,  R.  H. 
Hughes  and  A.  Bryoe,  and  also  Tard- 
master  W.  Hunter.  If  I  can  ever  help 
these  members  I  will  be  glad  to  do  it 
I  thank  them  all. 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

S.  A.  Young. 


St  Paul  Minn. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

WeU,  No.  31  gave  the  largest  and 
most  gorgeous  dance  that  was  ever 
given  by  any  labor  union  in  the  North- 
west last  January,  and  we  are  going 
to  give  a  larger  one  Jan.  26th,  1909. 

The  committee  in  charge  have  se- 
cured the  whole  Armory  Building  for 
that  evening.  We  are  going  to  dance 
in  the  drill  hall  and  hold  our  banquet 
in  the  Armory  dance  halL  Foyer's  Oi^ 
chestral  Band  is  going  to  furnish  the 
music. 

A  good  many  of  our  brothers  are 
laid  up  through  being  injured.  Bra 
Nels  Lundblad  was  seriously  injured 
and  has  been  confined  in  the  hospital 
for  several  weeks. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Murphy  got  his  hand 
caught  making  a  coupling  and  it  may 
be  necessary  to  have  it  amputated. 

Bro.  Barney  McDonald  was  thrown 
from  the  top  of  a  car,  receiving  in- 
juries which  confined  him  to  his  home 

Bro.  G.  Morrison  has  been  laid  up 
for  some  time,  but  was  able  to  come  to 
meeting  last  Sunday. 

Bro.  C.  Liggett  has  been  an  Invalid 
since  last  June  and  unable  to  leave 
his  invalid  chair. 

Bvery  year  about  this  time  we  seem 
to  be  very  unfortunate  by  having  so 
many  of  our  brothers  on  the  sick  and 
injured  list 

Bros.  Brabeck  and  Robinson  are 
wearing  a  haggard  facial  expression  of 
late.  Both  are  the  proud  fathers  of 
young  switchmen,  and  they  are  just 
beginning  to  realize  that  they  are  get- 
ting old. 

With  our  big  membership  we  have 
had  scarcely  a  quorum  at  some  of  our 
meetings  lately.  Some  of  our  members 
pay  their  dues  and  assessments 
promptly  and  never  come  near  a  meet- 
ing. They  seem  to  think  that  that  it 
all  that  is*  required  of  them.  But  let 
one  of  them  get  hurt  and  see  how 
quick  he  begins  to  ask  when  the  next 
meeting  will  be  held  so  that  he  can 
present  his  claim  for  benefits.  Broth- 
ers, we  have  started  a  drawing  for  a 
month's  dues.  In  order  to  be  eligible 
for  a  chance  you  must  attend  one 
meeting  a  month  and  register.  So  pot 
in  an  appearance,  you  may  be  the 
lucky  one.  The  lodge  is  going  to  pay 
some  brother's  dues  every  month. 

Pride  of  the  Northwest  Lodge  Na 
5,  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  are  going  to  enters 
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tain  with  a  dancing  party  on  the  80th 
Needless  to  say  that  a  good  time  will 
be  had. 

Hoping  to  see  a  larger  attendance  ai 
meetings  in  the  future,  I  remain. 
Tours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

A.  F.  P. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnax: 

If  you  will  allow  me  space  in  our 
pink  book  I  will  endeavor  to  say  a  few 
woide  for  the  issue  of  December. 

We  lost  a  few  members  in  the  last 
year,  but  are  now  receiving  applica- 
tions again,  at  every  meeting;  also 
some  delinquents  are  reinstating 
themselves.  We  have  a  permanent 
entertainment  committee,  and  give 
our  members  a  good  time  about  once 
a  month  in  the  form  of  a  smoker, 
something  to  eat,  a  card  party,  etc. 
The  last  one  was  a  blowout  for  the  la- 
dies. The  men  folks  waited  on  them, 
and  washed  dishes,  etc.  The  ladies 
juet  had  a  good  time«  no  work  for 
them.  They  all  seemed  to  enjoy  them- 
selves very  much.  We  never  will  for- 
get what  the  ladies  of  Grand  Rapids 
did  for  No.  80  when  she  needed  help. 
I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  do  better  the 
next  time  (if  we  made  any  blunders 
excuse  us,  ladies).  I  know  this  much, 
they  all  seemed  hungry. 

We  are  giving  our  fifth  annual  ball 
December  3d.  All  members  in  good 
standing  are  invited,  together  with 
their  ladies.  If  jrou  are  up  to  date  in 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  you  wUl  be  admitted 
free.  And  especially  do  we  invite 
Muskego  lodge,  with  their  wives  and 
sweethearts.  We  may  be  able  to  re- 
turn the  compliment  when  they  give 
their  ball. 

I  find  there  is  a  greater  attendance 
at  our  meetings  since  the  entertain- 
ment committee  is  working,  and  can- 
didly believe  it  will  be  the  means  of 
bringing  our  members  to  a  closer  and 
more  friendly  understanding.  Some 
of  you  do  not  know  what  benefits  can 
be  derived  until  you  come  to  a  meet- 
ing, and  see  the  way  our  aflCaire  are 
conducted.  We  have  a  local  benefit, 
and  take  care  of  our  sick  and  disabled 
members.  We  also  have  a  fioral  fund, 
which  is  left  to  the  ladies;  if  any  one 
of  our  members  or  their  families  are 
sick  there  is  a  nice  bouquet  sent  to 


the  house.    How  refreshing  it  makes 
a  sick  room! 

Right  now  is  the  time  every  mem- 
ber should  take  an  active  part  in 
building  up  our  membership.  Do  all 
in  your  power  to  get  every  man 
switching  cars  enrolled  under  the  ban- 
ner of  B.,  H.  and  P.,  if  he  is  worthy 
of  it  We  do  not  know  what  minute 
we  will  be  called  upon  for  action.  So, 
trusting  you  all  are  progressing 
some,  as  No.  80,  and  wishing  you  all 
a  merry  Christmas  and  happy  New 
Tear,  I  remain^ 

Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Subs  Shot. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bditob  Switohmsn's  Joubnax: 

I  wonder  if  the  brothers  know  there 
is  a  lodge  known  as  Elk  Lodge  No.  99, 
which  meets  every  first  and  third 
Tuesday  evening,  at  Nagel's  Hall,  cor- 
ner Hayward  and  Elk  streets?  By  all 
appearances  you  have  forgotten  it,  my 
dear  brothers.  Qet  busy,  Bro.  Night 
Hawks.  What's  the  matter  with  the 
night  men  having  a  meeting  once  a 
month?  We  used  to  have  it,  but  it  ap- 
pears there  are  too  many  stove-pipe 
meetings,  as  I  have  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  arrive  at  several  of  them  just 
about  the  time  it  was  about  to  ad- 
journ. There  is  also  a  knockers'  meet- 
ing which  calls  a  quorum  together  oc- 
casionally. Remember,  brothers,  we 
are  banded  together  for  the  one  cause. 
So  let  us  work  together  and  see  the 
pleasing  results.  If  we  see  or  hear  of 
a  brother  going  astray  wouldn't  it  be 
better  to  approach  him  and  try  to 
point  out  to  him  where  you  think  he 
is  in  error,  and  if  there  is  a  spark  of 
manly  principle  in  him  he  will  show 
it  by  grasping  you  by  the  hand,  and 
know  in  his  heart  that  the  brothers 
are  always  on  the  alert  for  his  in- 
terest, which  I  assure  you,  brothers,  is 
nothing  more  than  a  duty  which  we 
owe  to  one  another.  Knocking  is  a 
second  nature  to  some  people,  but  if 
allowed  to  continue  may  cause  a  bi^ 
cloudburst  with  disastrous  results, 
which  if  nipped  while  a-bud  will  be 
sure  to  bring  sunshine  and  happiness 
within  our  ranks. 

So.  brothers,  let  us  all  break  the 
handle  of  our  hammer  off  short,  so 
that  when  we  ever  attempt  to  use  it 
again  we  will  have  to  do  so  without 
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a  handle;  then  yon  see  we  would 
smash  our  fingers,  and  say  "to  hell 
with  the  knocker's  hammer,  I  hurt 
my  finger."  Just  imagine  how  the 
knock  you  were  about  to  deliver  might 
have  hurt  the  other  fellow.  Brothers, 
speak  the  truth  and  fear  no  one.  Re- 
member, Ood  despises  a  coward.  Al- 
though the  truth  hurts  some  neverthe- 
less deliver  it  where  it  belongs,  and 
you  shall  be  looked  upon  as  a  man 
among  men,  and  why  shouldn't  you? 
If  I  don't  quit  on  the  knocking  ques- 
tion I  will  be  knocking  the  point  off 
my  pen. 

Well,  brothers,  a  few  words  about 
our  second  annual  ball.  It  took  place 
on  Oct.  18,  1908.  To  say  it  was  a 
success  would  be  putting  it  mildly.  It 
was  a  grand  success.  Our  treasury 
has  gained  like  a  Thanksgiving  tur- 
key being  put  through  the  third  de- 
gree for  the  market.  Too  much  praise 
can  not  be  given  to  the  different  com- 
mittees. We  had  visits  from  several 
politicians.  The  Pullman  girls  were 
well  represented  there.  Call  again, 
girls.  Our  best  wishes  are  that  the 
hinges  of  friendship  shall  never  get 
rusty.  We  danced  till  the  wee  hours 
in  the  morning,  and  everyone  left  with 
a  smile  upon  his  face.  Bro.  Schultz 
was  booked  to  lead  the  grand  march, 
and  when  the  time  arrived  to  couple 
on  Bro.  Schultz  begged  to  be  excused 
on  account  of  having  a  kidney  in  hie 
left  foot.  Parmer  Bill  agreed  to 
escort  him  to  Jake  Dold's  to  get  his 
foot  attended  to  for  the  occasion  but 
neglected  to  do  so.  Shame  on  you, 
Farmer  Bill. 

If  this  letter  isn't  put  on  the  cripple 
track  will  write  again  later  on. 
Yours  in  B..  H.  and  P.. 

C.    D.    SOUTER. 


Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  is  some  time  since  you  heard 
from  me.  This  prompts  one  more  let- 
ter to  our  pink  book. 

Lodge  No.  78  is  still  doing  business 
at  the  old  stand,  and  we  are  doing  a 
good  one.  We  are  working  heartily  to 
increase  it,  and  hope  to  give  all  of  our 
fellow-brothers  a  good  showing  in  the 
future.  Proof  that  No.  78  is  at  the 
old  stand  was  evidenced  last  meeting 
by  a  good  attenadnce  of  the  brothers, 
and  the  entrance  of  our  worthy  Sec- 
ond Vice-President,  Bro.  Connors.    He 


came  alone  and  unannounced.  To  say 
that  we  were  glad  to  meet  him  would 
be  putting  it  lightly.  We  were,  indeed, 
pleased  and  very  much  benefited.  He 
gave  us  nearly  an  hour's  good,  plain 
talk,  telling  of  the  ups  and  downs  of 
our  order,  and  we  see  it  now  clearly 
(though  we  have  always  thou^t  it) 
that  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A-  is  bound  to 
prosper  and  come  to  the  front  among 
the  railroad  organizations.  Why 
should  it  not  be  the  first?  All  the 
wheels  that  turn  on  our  different  lines 
are  in  a  sense  dependent  npon  our 
brothers  at  the  many  points.  Then, 
too,  we  have  as  our  head  the  best, 
whitest  and  most  conservative  man 
among  the  railroad  organizations, 
Prank  T.  Hawley.  His  name  will 
ever  be  bright  on  the  records,  and  we 
are  proud  of  it 

The  President  is  ably  assisted  by 
his  corps  of  vice-presidents,  all  of 
them  good,  tried  and  true.  The  writer 
is  not  personally  acquainted  with 
them,  except  Bro.  Connors,  but  to  know 
that  they  are  S.  U.  men  makes  them 
good  to  us. 

Bro.  Connors,  you  know,  is  from  the 
Windy  City.  Well.  I  guess  that  is  so; 
to  sit  and  listen  to  this  good  brother 
talk  will  soon  convince  one  that  he  is 
from  somewhere.  Bro.  Connors  has  a 
heart  in  him  as  large  as  an  ox,  and  to 
grasp  his  hand  and  look  him  in  the 
eye,  while  you  hear  his  words  of  cheer 
and  brotherly  fellowship,  will  most 
certainly  convince  you. 

We,  as  S.  U.  men.  must  certainly 
get  a  hump  on.  Get  out,  brothers, 
after  the  ones  who  are  not  yet  in  the 
fold.  We  have  room  enough  and  when 
we  have  gotten  them  all  in  what  a 
happy  and  united  group  we  will  be; 
all  will  say,  "I  feel  that  it  is  good  for 
me  to  be  here." 

I  was  surprised  on  receiving  the 
pink  book  for  November  in  looking 
through  it  how  few  communications 
we  see.  What  Is  the  matter,  brothers. 
All,  no  doubt,  like  the  writer,  no  ex- 
cuse, only  a  little  "lukewarm"  and 
kept  putting  it  off  until  I  was 
ashamed,  and  sit  down  to  write.  Why 
the  good  sisters  have  indeed  set  as  a 
fine  example,  numbers  who  have  writ- 
ten, their  excellent  advice  as  to  attend- 
ance at  our  meetings,  etc  Brothers, 
let  us  each  and  all  try  to  excel  all 
previous  efforts,  and  try  and  make 
ours  the  leading  (in  reality)  organisa- 
tion.   We  can  do  it  if  we  but  try. 
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How  much  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  all  of  our  sister  lodges.  I  liave 
in  some  personal  acquaintances,  and  it 
would  please  me  to  liear  from  them. 
So  get  down  to  business,  brothers. 

Now.  Bro.  Cassldy,  please  do  not  rip- 
track  this  (my  first  to  you  in  months) 
letter.  Let  it  run  with  the  others  as 
you  make  up,  and  I  will  try  hereafter 
to  be  prompter  in  getting  my  cut 
ready  for  you. 

Wishing  success  to  all  of  our  Grand 
officers,  the  Joubnal,  its  editor,  all 
brothers,  and  the  cause  of  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  I  remain. 

Your  well  wisher  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 

Bo. 


The  Tortured  Millions. 

The  cry  of  the  tortured  millions  rises 

to  me 
Like  the  cry  of  a  glacial  river  in  its 

gorge, 
And    the    smoke    of    their    suffering 

surges  upward  to  me 
Like  the  mighty  clouds  of  the  twilight 

valley  lands. 
I  shut  my  lids  in  the  dark  and  I  see 

them  toiling, 
The  burdened  backs  and  the  glazing 

eyes  and  the  fettered  hands. 

They  are  dying  that  I  may  live,  the 

tortured  milHons, 
By  the  Ohio  river,  the  Euphrates,  the 

Rhone. 
They  wring  from  the  rocks  my  gold, 

the  tortured  millions; 
Sleepless  all  night  they  mix  my  daily 

bread; 
With  heavy  feet  they  are  trampling 

out  my  vintage; 
They  go  to  a  hungry  grave  that  I  may 

be  fed. 

They  do  not  know  my  face  from  a 
million  faces, 

Nor  have  I  ever  beheld  those  poor  op- 
pressed. 

I  only  hear  the  sound  of  their  grroans 
in  the  valley. 

The  hiss  and  the  grind  and  the  heat 
of  their  torture-wheels, 

Ehigine  and  oven  and  murderous  fly- 
ing loom, 

Poison  of  dust  and  faces  sheet- white  in 
the  gloom. 

I    do   not   demand    their   service,    no, 

not  I. 
They  are  my  slaves  whom  I  wish  to 

be  free  and  happy, 


But  I  may  not  free  them  or  thank 
them  or  mercy  cry. 

Hunger  and  thirst  and  cold  and  aching 
bodies 

This  Is  the  priceless  price  that  buys 
my  health. 

Emptiness,  hopelessness,  pitiful  wick- 
edness, this, 

This  is  the  stuff  I  sew  for  the  purse 
of  my  wealth. 

What  shall  I  do  for  my  slaves  who 
work  without  hire. 

What  shall  I  do,  I  who  have  asked 
them  not? 

Shall  I  fold  my  hands  om  my  moun- 
tain-peak in  silence? 

This  is  the  natural  order,  this  the  com- 
mon lot. 

I  will  call  to  them,  I  who  am  one  but 
they  are  many, 

To  cease  their  toil;  but  no,  they  know 
me  not. 

I  warm  my  hands  at  the  fires  of  ruin- 
ing houses; 

On  a  dying  mother's  breast  I  sink  my 
head; 

Last  night  my  feet  were  faint  from 
idleness, 

I  bathed  my  feet  in  blood  her  children 
shed. 

Oh  thou  eternal  Law,  I  wish  this  not 
to  be. 

Nay,  raise  them  from  the  dust  and 
punish  me. 

— Florence  Wilkinaon,  in  McClure'B 
Magazine. 


PaiAter  and  Peddler. 

F.  Hopkinson  Smith  was  sketching 
a  landscape  in  Maine  when  an  aged 
nvan  stepped  up  behind  him  and  looked 
over  his  shoulder  at  the  canvas. 

'*Humph!"  said  the  stranger,  some- 
what scornfully.  "What  do  you  paint 
them  for — the  market?" 

"Yes,"  said  Mr.  Smith. 

**You  must  paint  a  lot  of  *em  to  get 
a  Uvin'.  I  guess  you  have  a  harder 
way  of  gettin'  a  livin'  than  I  have." 

"What  is  your  business?**  asked  Mr. 
Smith. 

"Oh.  I  peddle  pond  lilies,"  said  the 
man. 


There  may  be  plenty  of  room  at  the 
top,  but  it  is  more  sociable  at  the 
bottom. 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bditob  SwrroHMEN's  Joubnal: 

The  dance  given  by  Queen  City 
Lodee  Friday  evening,  November  20, 
proved  a  success,  yet  not  as  much  so 
as  we  had  hoped  it  would.  Some  of 
our  members  seemed  to  have  forgot- 
ten about  it,  and  many  of  the  broth- 
ers, also.  Doubtless  it  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  did  not  ask  them  to  buy 
tickets,  reljrlng  on  their  good  nature 
to  come  anyway.  We  will  know  bet- 
ter next  time.  Sister  Krug  and  her 
committee  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  good  work.  Those  who  failed  to 
attend  missed  a  good  time,  for  every 
one  present  seemed  to  have  enjoyed 
himself. 

No.  6  will  meet  at  Boyer's  Hall  on 
the  fi'^st  and  third  Wednesdays  here- 
after. All  members  take  notice  so 
there  won't  be  the  excuses  in  the  fu- 
ture that  there  was  so  long  between 
meetings  that  they  forgot  about  it. 
Election  of  officers  takes  place  at  the 
next  meeting,  Dec.  2d. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  21st,  a 
variety  shower  was  given  at  the  home 
of  Sister  Lewis  for  Miss  Nellie  Red- 
head, whose  marriage  to  Mr.  Versey 
Fischer,  member  of  S.  U.  Lodge  No. 
4,  takes  place  Wednesday  evening, 
Nov.  25th.  Many  of  the  members 
were  present  and  the  bride-eleot  re- 
ceived many  useful  articles.  Sister 
Tyler  presented  her  with  a  beautiful 
quilt.  The  members  join  with  me  in 
wishing  this  sister  and  brother  many 
years  of  happy  wedded  life. 

The  dance  given  by  Happy  Day 
Lodge  No.  201  Monday  evening,  No< 
vember  23d,  proved  a  decided  success, 
and  all  seemed  to  have  a  very  pleasant 
time.  The  grand  march  was  led  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Ck)ffee,  ably  as- 
sisted by  T.  Oalvin  and  Suse  Lewis. 
Brother  Highfleld  acted  as  marshal, 
and  many  pretty  figures  were  execut- 
ed without  a  break. 

We  understand  that  the  S.  XT.  lodges 
are  to  have  their  union  ball  at  Con- 
vention   Hall    Easter   Monday    night. 


That  seems  a  long  time  away,  Imt 
those  five  months  won't  be  so  long 
passing.  The  writer  has  been  offer- 
ing a  suggestion  to  the  different  mem- 
bers regarding  one  feature  of  the  ball, 
and  hopes  to  see  it  put  into  effect 

I  know  the  members  of  our  order 
who  were  at  the  last  two  oonventioDS 
and  met  our  second  vice  grand  mis- 
tress, Sister  Stewart  of  Cleveland, 
will  join  with  me  in  extending  her 
sympathy  on  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, Brother  Frank  Stewart,  mem- 
her  of  No.  11.  Brother  Stewart  was 
sick  about  three  months.  Sister 
Stewart  has  been  an  earnest  worker 
for  the  Auxiliary  since  it  was  first 
started  and  I  know  the  members  will 
be  sorry  to  learn  of  her  affliction. 

I  wish  to  call  our  members'  attri- 
tion to  the  fact  that  our  dues  are  pay- 
able monthly  in  advance,  and  as  we 
have  a  benefit  of  $250,  all  members 
should  make  a  special  effort  to  pay 
their  dues  on  time,  as  life  is  very  un- 
certain and  although  our  benfit  is  not 
large,  it  proves  a  great  help  when  any- 
thing happens.  This  benefit  went  into 
effect  Dec.  1,  1907,  and  in  that  time 
five  families  have  been  benefited  by  K 
and  during  the  next  few  weeks  two 
more  will  have  been  paid,  making 
seven  in  a  little  over  a  year,  and  we 
are  still  in  splendid  financial  condi- 
tion. Why  more  of  the  ladies  eligible 
to  join  our  order  do  not  do  so  is  hard 
to  undertsand,  but  we  hope  to  see 
them  wake  up  soon. 

Sister  Dorcas  Dosh,  secretary  of  No. 
5  of  St  Paul,  has  our  sympathy  on 
the  death  of  her  mother,  Sister  Nagle, 
also  a  member  of  No.  5. 

By  the  way,  what  is  the  matter  with 
the  sisterS'  in  St.  Louis?  We  had 
hopes  at  one  time  of  seeing  No.  14 
the  banner  lodge  of  the  order,  but  No. 
15  of  Chicago,  No.  17  of  Kansas  City 
and  No.  19  of  Toledo  have  left  them 
away  behind.  I  know  there  is  good 
material  and  a  good  field  in  QL  Louis, 
and  am  loath  to  believe  it  is  due  to 
inactivity  on  the  members'  part,  so 
tue   S.   U.   members  and  their  wives 
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must  not  favor  our  order,  or  more 
new  members  would  show  each  month 
on  the  report. 

The  contest  between  the  different 
lodges  for  new  members  ends  Dec.  15, 
and  we  hope  when  the  count  is  made 
there  will  be  a  good  showing,  yet 
some  of  the  lodges  haven't  one  new 
member  to  show,  while  others  are  do- 
ing quite  well. 

The  holidays  will  have  passed  be- 
fore we  have  another  issue  of  the 
JouBNAL,  so  I  extend  the  sincere  wish 
for  a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy 
New  Year  to  all  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. Tessie. 


Peoria,  III. 

Editob  SwrrcHMKN's  Joubnax: 

There  is  nothing  like  letting  them 
all  know  you  are  alive,  so  here  comes 
Peoria  again. 

Success  Lodge  No.  37  is  getting 
along  nicely  and  our  last  meeting  was 
well  attended.  Have  a  few  new  mem- 
bers in  sight  We  gave  a  luncheon 
and  all  enjoyed  it  very  much.  We  had 
a  visit  of  Bro.  James  B.  Connors  at 
one  of  our  meetings  in  October  and 
he  gave  us  much  advice  for  the  good 
and  welfare  of  our  lodge.  We  enjoyed 
his  visit  and  would  say,  "Come  again, 
Bro.  Connors,  you  are  always  wel- 
come. 

We  gave  a  card  party  on  Nov.  18th 
and  had  a  good  crowd.  The  three 
prizes  given  away  were  beautiful  Havi- 
land  china  and,  having  success  with 
this  one,  we  will  likely  have  them 
oftener. 

The  brothers  of  SUll  City  Lodge  No. 
224  gave  their  fifth  annual  ball  Mon- 
day evening  and  we  tripped  the  light 
fantastic  until  early  mom.  There 
was  a  big  crowd  who  seemingly  en- 
Joyed  themselves  very  much. 

Now  when  you  read  the  Journal 
again  Thanksgiving  will  be  past  and 
the  Christmas  holidays  at  hand  with 
good  cheer  and  joy.  SUll  to  some 
homes  it  will  bring  sadness,  for  death 
has  entered  the  home  of  Sister  Wurst 
and  taken  her  loved  daughter.  We  ex- 
tend our  deepest  S3rmpathy  to  our  sis- 
ter and  the  family  in  their  bereave- 
ment 

Will  close  by  wishing  you  one  and 
all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  happy 
and  prosperous  New  Tear. 

Ibbnb. 


Cincinnati,  O. 

Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Last  month  I  did  not  send  a  word 
to  the  Joubnal,  thinking  some  other 
sister  would  take  a  tumble  and  tell 
about  our  social,  but  I  see  it's  up  to 
me  again. 

Well,  I  must  say  the  box  social  was 
a  decided  success,  every  lady  present 
expressed  satisfaction  and  delight  at 
the  good  time  they  had.  After  the  box 
sale  we  had  music,  recitations  and  a 
solo  by  the  talented  little  daughter  ot 
Sister  and  Bro.  Quick.  Sisters  Reed 
and  Foit  graced  the  occasion  with  a 
jig  and  she  did  it  fine.  All  the  sisters 
did  their  share  to  make  it  a  success, 
and  many  thanks  to  thenL 

We  thank  the  boys  of  No.  26  for 
their  kindness  and  help,  and  remem- 
ber, brothers,  the  seed  you  cast  in  lone- 
ly ways,  holds  store  of  joy  for  future 
days,  and  kindness  given  in  loyal 
measure,  will  bless  the  giver  with 
royal  treasure. 

I  don't  know  how  we  could  ever  get 
along  without  Bro.  Quick  at  the  ice- 
cream table.  Oh,  it  was  so  hard  and 
I  don't  blame  you  to  say  never,  never 
again,  for  you  and  Bros.  Nolan  and 
Gibbons  cut  the  cake;  but  I  would  bet- 
ter not  tell  any  more.  The  boys  that 
missed  it  will  be  sore  at  themselves, 
but  watch  out  for  later  events. 

That  letter  from  "Old  Girl"  was  dis- 
cussed with  lively  interest  in  our 
lodge  and  how,  if  a  few  got  stung  a£ 
they  said,  it  was  the  means  of  arous- 
ing all  to  action  and  to  their  duty. 

Here  is  the  best  regards  to  Mrs. 
Kate  Miller  of  Kanhas  aty.  Mo.,  for 
congratulations,  and  if  ever  in  Cincin- 
nati, call  on  us. 

Next  month  we  elect  our  officers. 
Sisters  be  careful  and  pick  those  that 
are  capable  of  handling  our  affairs 
with  faithful  performance  of  their  du- 
ties. 

I  wish  you  all  success  and  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  bright  and  prosper- 
ous new  year. 

With  a  sad  heart  I  mention  the  mis- 
fortune to  No.  26,  who  lost  one  of  her 
estimable  members,  Bro.  Joseph  De- 
vine,  who  was  so  badly  crushed  that 
he  died  in  a  few  hours.  I  will  leave 
the  details  for  the  brothers  to  give, 
but  the  auxiliary  joins  me  in  S3rm- 
pathizing  with  his  bereaved  wife  and 
babies.     Oh,  how  blest  are  you  whose 
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toils  are  ended*  who,  though  dead, 
have  unto  God  ascended.  You  have 
arisen  from  the  cares  which  keep  us 
still  in  prison.    May  he  rest  in  peace. 

I  pray  God  protect  all  our  brothers 
from  such  a  death,  and,  brothers,  al- 
ways be  careful. 

Regards  to  all  the  S.  U.  and  the  L. 
A.  Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Old  Girl. 


S.  Chicago,  III. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

The  members  of  Calumet  Lodge  No. 
15  extend  hearty  greetings  to  their 
sisters  in  the  new  lodge  organized  in 
Peoria,  and  hope  that  its  name  "Suc- 
cess/' will  be  a  true  harbinger  of  its 
future  career,  and  as  South  Chicago 
is  not  a  great  distance  from  Peoria, 
the  sisters  will  probably  be  at  the  next 
convention. 

Sisters  of  Golden  Rule  Lodge  No.  17 
we  are  creeping  right  after  you.  We 
will  initiate  three  more  members  at 
our  next  meeting. 

I  see  in  Tessie's  letter  that  she  was 
nettled  at  hearing  switchmen  classed 
very  low,  while  listening  to  a  conver- 
sation about  the  relative  values  of 
railroad  men.  I  wonder  what  she 
would  have  said  if  she  had  the  ex- 
perience some  of  our  sisters  had,  who, 
on  calling  on  a  switchman's  wife,  to 
ask  her  to  Join,  was  told  that  this  par- 
ticular lady  didn't  care  to  have  people 
know  that  her  husband  switched  cars. 
Yet  she  was  willing  and  ready  to  live 
on  the  money  he  earned  while  switch- 
ing. Well,  what  the  women  said  can 
better  be  imagined  than  described. 

Calumet  Lodge  gave  a  penny  social 
and  our  tre€isury  was  replenished  to 
the  amount  of  $49.  Each  member  do- 
nated- something,  and  besides  the 
money  earned  all  had  a  splendid  time. 
The  social  also  brought  switchmen  and 
wives  who  did  not  belong  to  the  aux- 
iliary, so  we  hope  the  social  acted  as 
an  advertisement  along  with  the  other 
benefits.  The  penny  social  is  some- 
what new  here  and  is  a  very  profitable 
undertaking,  and  if  there  are  any  of 
the  sister  lodges  which  have  not  been 
fortunate  enough  to  have  attended  one 
if  they  will  write  to  our  worthy  mis- 
tress. Mrs.  Alice  McElhaney,  8005 
Sherman  avenue.  South  Chicago,  I  am 
sure  she  will  gladly  advise  them. 

Sister  Nicklow  of  Gary,  Ind.,  at- 
tended our  last  meeting  and  everyone 


was  glad  to  see  her.  I  wish  some  of 
the  stay-aways  felt  as  Sister  Nicklow 
does.  She  says  she  missed  coming  to 
the  meetings  very  much.  It  is  queer, 
but  it  seems  as  tlhough  the  same  faces 
appear  at  each  meeting,  and'  no  in- 
ducement seems  to  suffice  to  bring 
some  of  the  sisters  to  the  meetings.  I 
joined  a  year  ago  this  month  and  there 
are  some  sisters  whom  I  have  never 
met  at  a  single  meeting.  Wouldn't  it 
be  glorious  if  we  could  get  even  three- 
fourths  to  come  to  every  meeting! 

Come,  sisters,  your  places  are  vacant 
and  we  need  you. 

I  see  in  the  Journal  sent  by  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  that  a  new  trading  stamp  is  to 
be  introduced  into  the  stores — ^that  of 
a  union  label.  Now,  sisters,  that  is  a 
stamp  that  we  ought  to  demand.  It 
will  serve  the  same  purpose  as  other 
trading  stamps,  besides  helping  the 
cause  of  union  labor.  We  are  an  aux- 
iliary to  one  of  the  strongest  labor 
unions  in  the  United  States  and  as 
such  should  help  the  cause  by  demand^ 
ing  union-made  articles. 

I  have  watched  anxiously  for  a  let- 
ter in  the  Journal  from  Magnolia 
Lodge  at  Franklin  Park,  and  hope  to 
see  one  soon,  but  as  all  things  come  to 
pass  in  time,  and  it  is  a  new  lodge, 
perhaps  we  will  hear  from  it  soon. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Larkin,  wife  of  the  President  of  No. 
10  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  she  said 
that  they  were  going  to  hold  a  social 
after  the  meeting  of  No.  10  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  forming  an  auxiliary,  so 
the  women  are  not  idle  there  and  we 
have  great  hopes  of  another  lodge. 
Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J.. 

Jennie  Sine. 


Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Editor  Switchmen's  Journal: 

It  is  with  a  broken  heart  that  I  write 
these  few  lines  to  the  brothers  and 
sisters. 

On  Nov.  12,  1908,  my  dear  hui^and 
was  called  to  his  heavenly  home,  where 
there  is  no  more  sorrow  or  care.  Al- 
though hard  to  bear,  I  bow  my  head  in 
humble  submission  to  His  divine  will. 
He  has  helped  me  to  say  Thy  will,  not 
mine,  be  done. 

I  want  to  thank  the  brothers  of  No. 
11  and  the  employes  of  the  Nickel 
Plate  for  their  loving  care,  and  their 
many  acts  of  kindness,  both  financially 
and  otherwise,  and  may  God  bless  7011 
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all,  is  the  prayer  of  a  broken-hearted 
sister. 

Remember  your  brother's  last  mes- 
sage to  you  all:  *'Mollie«  bid  the  boys 
good-bye  and  tell  them  to  be  good  and 
meet  me  in  heaven,  and  leave  the  ac- 
cursed drink  alone."  He  was  one 
among  you,  boys,  and  he  had  time  to 
repent,  but  you  may  not,  so  be  ready 
wh^i  the  dread  summons  comes  to 
meet  your  God. 

Mr.  Stewart  died  of  stomach  trouble, 
the  dread  cancer  and  other  complica- 
tions. He  was  sick  since  last  June, 
although  confined  to  his  bed  only  ten 
days,  but  his  sufferings  were  awful. 

Now  I  want  to  thank  the  auxiliary 
ladies  for  their  loving  care  and  kind- 
nesses, and  for  the  beautiful  flowers 
they  sent  both  before  and  after  death. 
How  comforting  it  is  to  have  a  sister 
around  you  in  times  like  this,  and  it  is 
only  those  that  have  gone  through  the 
experience  that  can  tell  you;  and 
brothers,  those  of  you  who  have  moth- 
ers, wives  and  sisters  who  are  eligible, 
get  them  into  the  auxiliary,  for  you 
don't  know  when  they  will  need  friends 
such  as  I  have  had  in  the  L.  A.  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A.;  and  to  the  brothers  of 
the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.:  May  God  bless  you 
all,  is  the  prayer  of  your  worthy  Sec- 
ond Vice-Grand  Mistress, 

Mas.  Mary  Stewart. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

EorroB  Switchmen's  Journal: 

In  looking  over  the  pink  book  this 
month  I  fail  to  see  anything  from 
Grand*  Rapids,  so  I  will  take  it  upon 
myself  to  let  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A-  people 
knew  that  we  are  still  alive,  and  get- 
ting along  flne.  The  L.  A.  are  more 
than  hustling,  getting  in  new  mem- 
bers. We  have  Just  taken  in  four  new 
members,  and  we  have  four  more  for 
our  next  meeting,  and  we  have  a  good 
many  more  to  look  after,  and  I  hope 
the  good  work  still  goes  on^  for  we 
want  to  make  a  good  showing  at  our 
next  convention  and  capture  some  of 
those  prizes. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  lose  Sister 
Toller,  she  having  gone  back  to  St. 
Ijouis.  and  when  she  reads  the  Jour- 
nal this  month  she  will  know  we 
cleared  $5  on  the  piece  of  drawn  work 
she  donated  to  us.  Sister  Weeden 
was  the  lucky  one  to  draw  it. 


Now,  what  is  the  matter  with  No. 
80?  They  ought  to  have  a  nice,  long 
letter  in  every  month.  Wake  up, 
Uncle  'Rastus;  surely  the  young 
switchman  that  came  to  your  home 
doesn't  keep  you  busy,  for  the  last  time 
I  saw  him  he  was  awful  good.  Tell 
the  S.  U.  people  of  the  swell  social 
session  you  gave  a  meeting  or  so  ago, 
and  invited  the  ladies;  you  were  one 
of  the  committee,  and  I  know  you 
had  a  good  time.  Woods,  Keifline  and 
ESddenger  were  not  far  behind,  for  the 
way  they  stepped  around  and  waited 
on  the  tables  was  all  right.  I  know 
their  wives  must  have  good  help  at 
home. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Old  Timer. 


Kansas  Qty,  Mo. 

EnrroR  Switchmen's  Journal: 

As  it  has  been  a  whole  year  since  I 
wrote  to  the  pink  book,  I  thought  I 
would  try  a^ain. 

Well,  sisters,  you  see  by  the  letter 
how  well  No.  17  is  doing,  so  I  wiH  let 
you  know  that  we  have  done  better 
than  the  sisters  told. 

You  remember  the  roast  "Chubby" 
gave  last  year  to  the  new  set  of  offi- 
cers about  doing  our  duty.  Well,  this 
time  last  year  we  had  38  members  and 
$35.60  in  the  treasury.  Today  we 
have  54  members,  and  over  $200  in 
bank,  drawing  4  per  cent.  And  if  some 
of  the  women  that  Join  would  only 
pay  their  dues  as  they  should  we 
would  have  more.  Some  get  sore  for 
some  trivial  thing,  then  drop  out,  but 
we  would  not  mind  that  so  much  if 
they  would  be  lady  enough  to  come 
forward  and  pay  up  back  dues;  but 
I  hope  they  feel  better  for  doing  so. 
as  some  are  mean  enough  to  say  that 
they  will  break  up  No.  17.  Now,  that 
is  no  way  to  do,  as  we  are  not  work- 
ing all  for  the  fun  of  the  thing,  for 
some  day  some  one  of  us  may  have  to 
claim  our  share  of  this  money  that 
we  have  worked  so  hard  to  get.  Sister 
Miller  says  she  Is  worn  to  a  shadow 
running  after  dues.  Why  don't  you 
let  them  bring  the  dues  to  lodge  or 
your  house?  I  do  not  believe  in  going 
after  dues,  as  it  takes  up  too  much 
time,  and  your  time  is  as  valuable  as 
anyone's. 

On  Sunday,  November  8th,  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  Bro.  Hawley  address- 
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ing  the  ladies,  which  was  appreciated 
by  all. 

Bro.  Frank  Janes  is  reported  very 
sick,  but  hope  he  will  be  able  to  go  to 
the  ball,  as  he  is  always  missed. 

I  close  wishing  all  an  increase  in 
members,  also  a  merry  Christmas  and 
happy  New  Year.  Sunshiwe. 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

It  has  been  some  time,  yes,  many 
months,  since  you  have  heard  from 
Furniture  City  Lodge  No.  12,  there- 
fore I  intend  to  relate  several  inter- 
esting and  enjoyable  sessions  and  af- 
fairs we  have  had. 

In  July  we  gave  a  social  at  Sister 
Segrist's,  one  in  August  at  Sister 
Grace's.  We  gave  a  series  of  after- 
noon teas,  and  at  the  last  one  we 
raffled. off  a  linen  centerpiece,  the  gift 
of  one  of  our  members. 

We  have  started  a  series  of  card 
parties,  and  we  have  a  beautiful  silk 
quilt  to  dispose  of,  the  work  of  the 
members  of  No.  12.. 

Most  important  of  all  was  the  way 
the  boys  of  No.  80  entertained  the  lar 
dies  at  their  last  meeting  In  October. 
Bro.  Keifline  was  chief  cook,  and  the 
waiters  were  Bros.  Edinger,  Johnson, 
Snell  and  Woods,  and  the  way  they 
worked  showed  that  their  wives  had 
not  taught  them  in  vain. 

No.  12  is  doing  fine.  We  had  initia- 
tion at  our  last  meeting,  and  have 
five  for  our  next,  also  names  to  act 
on,  but  the  ladles  are  slow  in  joining 
us.  We  have  a  Journal  agent,  but 
she  is  a  better  fisherman  ttian  pen- 
man. 

Let  us  be  ever  mindful  of  our  motto. 
Unity,  Honor  and  Justice,  and  may  it 
bring  love  and  sunshine  to  every 
lodge  of  the  Ladies'  AuxUiary  to  the 
S.  U.  of  N.  A. 

May  we  together  in  harmony  work, 
Obeying  Duty's  call. 
Rejoicing  in  each  sister's  love. 
Trusting  and  loving  all. 
To  another's  sorrow  lend  an  ear 
With  hope  to  soothe  the  pain, 
And  scatter  love  and  sunshine 
As  clouds  do  scatter  rain. 

Yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 

Nannie. 


Be  Up  and  Doing. 

There  was  never  a  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  unionism  in  this  country  wheii 
there  was  more  need  of  united,  clear 
minded  effort  on  the  part  of  organ- 
ized workers  than  at  this  very  time. 
The  union  leaders  everywhere  realise 
that  we  are  now  in  a  death  grapple 
with  capitalism.  Tliey  also  know  that 
our  victory  would  be  an  easy  one  if 
we  could  get  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
workers  to  fully  understand  the  grav 
Ity  of  the  situation.  It  is  no  time 
for  internal  bickering,  tor  dissensions, 
but  it  is  the  time  of  all  times  for  the 
workers  to  present  a  solid  front  to 
the  assaults  of  organi'^ed  capital. 

We  cannot  expect  much  from  the 
unorganized,  for  in  this  age  of  uni- 
versal organization  the  class  that  is 
not  united  under  some  sort  of  combin- 
ation amounts  to  little  as  to  effect! viv 
ness.  They  must  need  be  buffeted  by 
every  class  whose  Interest  it  *s  to 
prey  upon  them.  Thf^e  unorganized 
workingmen  not  only  suffer^  them- 
selves, but  they  stand  In  the  way  of 
the  success  of  the  union  workers;  for 
it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  if  all  or 
nearly  all  workingmen  were  in  the 
unions  we  could  dictate  reasonable 
terms  to  the  employers.  Hence  the 
frenzied  struggle  of  capital  to  keep 
the  workers  out  of  the  unions. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  the  plain 
duty  of. all  union  men  and  women  to 
arise  to  a  perfect  tornado  of  enthus- 
iasm for  the  cause.  Not  only  should 
we  attend,  to  a  man,  the  meetings  of 
the  locals  and  central  councils  and 
every  man  and  woman  becoxpe  an 
active  canvasser  for  the  union  paper, 
but  we  should  do  everything  possible 
to  get  every  wage-earner  into  the 
union  of  his  craft. 

MeUf  brethren  and  devout  women, 
let  us  awake,  arise,  do  and  dare  for 
the  cause  that  means  comfort  and 
freedom  on  the  one  hand  or  poverty 
and  abject  slavery  for  American  work- 
ers on  the  other. 

This  is  no  mere  rhetoric,  no  f^se 
cry  of  "wolf,"  for  we  stand  face  to 
face  with  conditions  that  demand  lion- 
hearted  men.  Lot  our  men  be  all  that 
men  should  be,  and  we  may  rest  as- 
sured that  our  wives,  sisters  and 
daughters  will  not  f-ill  below  the  noble 
standard  of  American  patriotism.— 
Eaf*ton  Journal. 
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Resolutions  Passed  by  Denver 
Convention  of  A.  F.  of  L. 


Whereas,  the  American  labor  move- 
ment, as  recognized  by  its  affiliation 
with  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, organizes  the  various  interna 
tional,  local  and  federated  trades 
unions,  State  federations  and  city  cen 
tral  bodies  duly  chartered,  and  all 
recognizing  the  solidarity  of  the  labor 
movement  and  imbued  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  mutual  protection;    and 

Whereas,  governments  hold  and 
maintain  the  respect  of  all  people 
wherein  just  laws  are  enacted  and  en- 
forced for  their  government.  A  na- 
tion or  State  whose  laws  are  indeiln- 
ite  or  inadequate  to  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  intended  never  attain 
that  efficiency  necessary  to  give  pro- 
tection to  their  adherents;    and 

Whereas,  the  State  federations  and 
central  councils  form  Integral  parts 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  are  Important  auxiliaries  to  the 
International  and  national  trades 
unions  In  dissemination  of  thoughts 
inciting  a  desire  in  the  minds  of  the 
unorganized  In  thefr  resoective  vicin- 
ities to  become  united  with  the  great 
labor  movement;   and 

Whereas,  at  present  the  State  feder- 
ations and  city  central  bodies  are  to  a 
great  extent  retarded  in  their  efforts 
to  advance  the  interests  of  organized 
labor  by  the  refusal  of  some  local 
imUma  to  affiliate  with  the  State  and 
city  organizations,  and  also  by  their 
withdrawal,  on  the  least  provocation, 
from  the  State  federacions  and  city 
central  bodies,  thus  weakening  the  la- 
bor movement  and  aiding  its  enemies 
in  consequence  thereof;  therefore,  be 
it 

Resolved,  by  the  twenty-eighth  an- 
nual convention  of  the  American  Fed- 


eration of  Labor,  that  Art.  X.  section 
2  of  the  constitution  be  amended  to 
read  as  follows  : 

"Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
executive  officers  of  all  national  and 
international  unions  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to, 
within  ninety  days  after  organization 
of  a  local  union,  notify  such  union 
that  it  must  affiliate  with  the  State 
federation  and  city  central  body,  char- 
tered by  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  the  locality  in  which  such 
local  union  is  organized.  The  officers 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
must,  within  the  time  specified  in  this 
section,  cause  all  directly  chartered 
trade  and  federal  unions  to  affiliate 
with  State  and  city  central  bodies  in 
their  localities  chartered  by  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  all  unions  now  organized 
to  at  once  affiliate  with  said  State  and 
city  central  bodies." 


Keep  Up  the  Agitation. 

Just  suppose  that  the  3,000,000  or- 
ganized workmen  of  the  country 
should  resolve  to  purchase  nothing 
but  union-made  goods.  Don't  you 
know  that  the  demand  created  for  fair 
products  would  soon  result  in  the 
unionizing  of  all  Industries  through- 
out the  country?  Let  our  royal  trade 
unionists  think  this  matter  over,  talk 
it  In  your  weekly  meetings,  agitate  U 
among  the  absentees,  and  make  as 
much  a  demand  for  the  label  on  all 
crafts  as  you  do  your  own,  and  see 
what  will  be  accomplished.  Don't  you 
know  that  if  every  union  man  asked 
for  the  label  on  everything  he  pur- 
chased the  merchants  would  soon  be- 
gin to  sit  up  and  take  notice.  Don't 
yoa  believe  that  if  this  was  kept  up 
our  merchants  would  soon  begin  to 
order  nothing  but  union-made  goods? 
Just  let  the  brothers  create  the  de- 
mand, and  It  will  surely  be  supplied. 
Keep  up  the  agitation.— Lal>or  Olarion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


984 


JOURNAL  OP  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


OUR  BRETHREN  ACROSS  THE  SEA. 


fraternal  Delegates  Addressed  the  Denver  Convention. 


Here  follow,  in  part,  the  addresses 
before  tne  recent  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  at  Den- 
ver of  fraternal  delegates  from  the 
British  Trades  Union  Congress,  Mr. 
John  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  H.  Skinner. 
Mr.  Wadsworth  spoke  as  follows: 

Pleased  to  be  With  Us. 

Mr.  President  and  Delegates:  It  is 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I 
am  exceedingly  delighted  to  be  at  this 
convention,  held  in  this  city  in  1908. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  had 
the  opportunity  and  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  new  country,  and  seeing  its 
people  on  its  own  soil.  I  wish  I  could 
be  assured  that  I  was  going  to  pay  a 
few  other  visits  in  the  near  future 
and  to  attend  other  conventions  of  this 
federation.  We  have  been  here  scarce- 
ly a  fortnight,  yet  my  wife,  my  col- 
league, and  myself  have  seen  a  great 
deal  of  the  country.  We  are  exceed- 
ingly obliged  to  you  for  tlie  very 
great  kindness  you  have  shown  us 
since  we  landed  at  New  York. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  here,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, because  this  is  a  representative 
meeting  of  the  trade  unions  of  Amer- 
ica. I  would  much  rather  attend  a 
meeting  of  this  description  than  a 
meeting  of  any  other  description,  pol- 
itical or  otherwise.  I  have  been  a 
trade  unionist  ever  since  I  was  a  lit- 
tle boy,  and  have  seen  the  results 
wrought  in  the  old  country  through 
the  efforts  of  the  trade  unions.  I  re- 
member working  in  the  pit  when  I 
was  quite  a  little  fellow.  In  those 
days  it  was  not  a  question  of  eight 
hours  from  bank  to  bank,  or  from  any 
other  point.  We  used  to  work,  especi- 
ally in  the  winter  time,  without  see- 
ing daylight  from  Monday  morning 
until  Saturday  night.  That  condition 
of  things  has  been  altogether  altered 
as  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned. 

United  States  a  Great  Countbt. 

-  This  is  a  great  country,  but  as  far 
as  I  can  see  from  observation  up  to 
the  present  time,  large  as  it  is,  you 


have  the  same  difficulties,  to  a  larger 
or  smaller  degree,  to  face  in  the  very 
near  future  that  we  have  had  to  face 
in  the  old  country  in  years  gone  by. 
Some  of  our  friends  in  the  old  coun- 
try tell  us  everything  is  contentment 
and  peace  so  far  as  America  is  con- 
cerned. I  am  very  much  afraid  that 
is  not  true.  We  in  Great  Britain  look 
up  to  the  United  States  of  America  as 
a  world  within  itself,  and  when  we 
come  to  realize  that  Great  Britain  is 
composed  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  square  miles  of  terri- 
tory, and  when  we  learn  that  the 
United  States  is  composed  of  two  and 
a  half  million  square  miles  of  terri- 
tory, we  are  amazed.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  does  not  matter  very  much 
whether  working  people  live  in  free- 
trade  Great  Britain  or  protected 
America,  if  tfiey  are  not  in  a  position 
through  their  organizations  to  force 
out  of  employers  of  labor  and  capital- 
ists their  fair  share  of  the  profits  made 
by  their  labor.  I  believe,  as  I  have  be- 
lieved all  along  the  line,  that  there 
is  nothing  more  eflicacious,  notliing 
that  will  serve  the  interest  of  labor 
better  than  powerful  organizations. 
Those  organizations  ought  to  be  es- 
tablished in  every  trade.  Where  peo- 
ple have  to  work,  they  are  bound  to 
be  united  together  to  get  the  Justice; 
and  equity  they  ought  to  have. 

That  Taff-Vale  Decision. 

In  England  we  have  gone  through 
a  great  deal,  as  some  of  you  know. 
It  used  to  be  that  we  could  not  have 
a  public  meeting  even  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. By  and  by  we  got  the  Trade- 
Union  Act  in  1871.  We  went  on  with 
that  charter  for  thirty  years  or  over, 
then  we  had  the  same  condition  forced 
upon  us  as  you  are  having  forced  upon 
you  in  this  country — what  is  known  in 
England  as  Judge-made  law.  We  have 
our  injunctions  Just  as  you  are  having 
them  in  this  country.  Trade-union 
funds  were  made  attachable  for  dam- 
ages, and,  in  consequence,  they  were 
of  no  power  to   serve  the  workmen 
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They  were  not  satisfied  with  that, 
and  for  a  time  the  great  capitalistic 
interests  there  were  delighted  with 
the  results  of  the  Taff-Vale  decision 
given  in  Great  Britain.  They  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  Taft-Vale  de- 
cision, but  they  attacked  the  asso- 
ciations' funds.  They  sued  us  for 
damages.  The  damages  they  su)ed 
us  for  would  amount  In  this  country 
to  over  $1,000,000,  but  the  trade  unions 
were  determined  that  they  would  not 
be  put  down  by  any  Taff-Vale  decision 
or  Judge-made  law.  I  hope  that  will 
be  the  position  taken  by  our  friends 
on  this  side  of  the  water.  I  hope  you 
will  not  rest  satisfied  until  you  are 
made  free  men  once  more. 

Thet  Pbessed  Forward. 

We  had  a  great  struggle,  and  you 
in  this  country  will  have  a  great 
struggle,  and  if  the  workers  are  not 
united — nay,  and  if  they  are  united, 
— you  will  have  a  struggle  from  now 
on  to  get  better  wages  and  conditions, 
and  to  keep  intact  the  wages  and  con- 
ditions that  you  have  got,  that  are 
satisfactory  up  to  the  present  time. 
We  have  got  through  trades  unions  for 
twenty  years  a  great  deal  in  Great 
Britain,  not  only  in  the  mining  indus- 
try, but  in  the  iron,  steel,  ship  build- 
ing, and  cotton  industries.  All  that 
has  been  gained  has  been  through  the 
men  of  Great  Britain  becoming  organ- 
ized. If  they  were  not  organized  we 
would  not  be  in  the  position  we  are  in 
today.  Since  1888,  as  far  as  mining  is 
concerned,  a  great  deal  has  been 
gained;  and  what  is  true  of  mining  is 
true  of  the  iron,  steel,  ship  building, 
and  cotton  induslries.  In  1888  we 
were  working  for  very  low  wages,  and 
in  some  instances  for  very  long  hours. 
In  that  year  we  commenced  to  agitate 
for  better  wages.  The  owners  and 
capitalists  of  the  old  country,  like  the 
owners  and  capitalists  of  the  new  coun- 
try, said  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  pay  higher  wages  without  ruining 
the  industries  of  the  country.  We 
pressed  forward,  however,  and  got  an 
advance,  which  was  followed  by  other 
advances,  until  we  had  40  per  cent 
above  the  1888  rate. 

Old  Age  Pension  Bill. 

In  1893  we  had  notices  given  for 
a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  in  wages. 
That  we  resisted  for  four  months. 
Ultimately  we  got  what  is  known  as 


the  "Lord  Rosebery  Agreement."  We 
secured  as  a  minimum  wage  30  per 
cent,  over  and  above  what  was  paid  in 
1888.  We  went  on  then  until  we  se- 
cured 35  per  cent,  above  the  rate  of 
1888.  The  present  agreement  gives  us 
37%  per  cent,  above  the  wages  of  1888. 
Now  we  are  trying  to  have  that  made 
a  basis  rate.  We  got  the  Scotch  min- 
ers to  form  a  federation,  which  was 
followed  by  a  federation  of  Welsh 
miners.  Now  we  have  three  great 
branches,  all  amalgamated  in  one 
federation  and  working  for  one  end. 
If  we  stick  together,  we  are  sure  that 
we  will  ultimately  succeed  in  th^  ob- 
jects we  have  in  view. 

In  England  we  have  got  free  from 
the  Taff-Vale  decision.  We  have  a 
trades-dispute  bill  that  puts  us  back 
to  the  position  that  we  occupied  previ- 
ous to  the  Taft-Vale  decision. 

We  have  an  old  age  pension  bill 
which  comes  into  operation  on  tho 
first  of  January  next  year.  It  is 
not  the  bill  we  wanted,  but  it  is  a 
start,  and  we  hope  to  improve  it  as 
time  proceeds.  At  the  present  it  will 
include  somewhere  about  six  hundred 
thousand  people  seventy  years  and 
over.  Ultimately  we  hope  to  get  it 
down  to  sixty-five  years.  Then  we  in- 
tend dealing  with  workers  who  are 
sick  and  lame,  and  not  capable  of 
working.  We  have  not  done  that  as 
yet,  but  we  passed,  last  year,  the  Small 
Holdings  Act,  which  will  prove  bene- 
ficial to  the  working  people  of  Eng- 
land. This  act  already  has  had  a 
number  of  applications.  Already  nine- 
teen thousand  applications  have  beeu 
made  for  three  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land  by  the  working  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  we  believe,  when 
this  act  is  thoroughly  established,  it 
will  assist  the  workers  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent. 

And  the  Unemployed. 

We  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to 
get  on  the  statute  books  anything  that 
is  satisfactory  in  dealing  with  the  un- 
employed. We  have  a  kind  of  promise 
that  next  year  the  present  Government 
will  do  something  toward  dealing  with 
the  question.  This  year  the  Govern- 
ment will  spend  £300,000  toward  a  cen- 
tral fund  for  the  relief  of  the  unem- 
ployed. That  is  a  fair  start  in  that 
direction.  They  are  going  to  find 
empl03rment  for  about  twenty-four  hun- 
dred men  in  building  ships.     I  rathe- 
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regret  that,  because  the  ships  they  are 
going  to  build  are  warships,  and  that 
is  not  a  thing  that  workingmen  in 
either  this  country  or  the  old  country 
wish.  It  would  be  far  better  for  Great 
Britain,  America,  and  the  continent, 
as  far  as  the  working  people  are  con- 
cerned, to  build  railroads  and  bridges. 

The  Minimum  Waqe. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  keep  this 
convention  from  its  business.  I  im- 
agine you  have  a  great  deal  of  work 
to  do.  There  are  a  great  many  things 
I  might  talk  about,  such  as  boycotting 
and  other  things  we  have  had  to  go 
through.  The  minimum  wage  ques- 
tion with  us  put  terror  into  the  capi- 
talists. I  suppose  they  thought  the 
world  would  come  to  an  end  if  the 
workingmen  would  have  better  wages, 
shorter  hours,  and  better  conditions. 
However,  since  we  got  the  extra 
money,  trade  has  been  better,  profits 
have  been  higher,  and  everything 
more  satisfactory  than  when  the  work- 
ers received  only  about  one-half  the 
wages  they  have  got  at  the  present 
time.  Therefore,  all  we  have  to  do  in 
the  old  country  and  the  new  is  to  all 
press  our  demands  and  see  that  the 
men  and  women  workers  have  Justice 
and  equity. 

Must  Obqanize  to  Win. 

I  want  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
I  am  extremely  obliged  for  the  very 
great  kindness  shown  to  myself  and 
my  wife  since  we  landed  in  New 
York.  That  kindness  has  been  con- 
tinued wherever  we  have  stopped 
throughout  the  country.  At  Niagara 
Palls  we  were  met  by  friends  who 
were  just  as  kind  as  they  were  in  New 
York.  We  went  to  Indianapolis  and 
met  kind  friends  there,  and  when  we 
reached  Denver  we  were  welcomed 
warmly  by  both  men  and  women.  We 
have  enjoyed  ourselves  ever  since.  I 
thank  you,  each  and  all,  for  the  great 
kindness  that  has  been  shown  to  us, 
and  I  trust  that  this  federation  will 
grow  in  numbers  and  in  strength,  and 
will,  by  its  force— we  can  do  nothing 
without  force— attain  the  end  it  is 
seeking.  We  do  not  like  strikes,  but 
if  it  were  not  for  having  the  power  to 
strike  In  our  hands,  we  would  not  be 
in  anytiilng  like  the  position  we  are 
in  at  the  present  time.  This  is  a 
large  country,  and  though  you  have 
nearly  all  the  resources  the  world  can 


supply,  if  the  men  are  not  organised 
and  determined  to  show  the  capitalis- 
tic classes  that  they  have  some  power, 
as  time  goes  on  the  working  people  of 
this  country  will  be  very  much  worse 
off  than  they  are  now.  You  should 
build  strong  unions  and  amalgamate 
together  for  the  good  of  all.  That  will 
gain  for  you  much  more  in  the  way  of 
Justice  and  equity  than  can  be  gained 
by  remaining  outside  of  the  unions. 

Never  Mind  the  Cost. 

Following  is  Mr.  Skinner's  address, 
in  part: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Trades 
Unionists :  I  feel  it  a  great  honor  to 
share  with  Mr.  Wadsworth  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  British  Trades  Union. 
Congress.  I  feel  it  also  a  great  honor 
to  share  with  him  the  privilege  of 
conveying  to  you  the  heartiest  greet- 
ings of  the  trades  unionists  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  This  fraternal 
relation  costs  a  great  deal  of  money, 
but  if  the  cost  were  trebled  it  would 
be  Justified  by  the  effect  it  has  upon 
the  movement.  It  has  created  a 
friendly  feeling,  a  bond  of  sympathy 
and  brotherhood  between  the  trades 
unionists  of  the  two  countries. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  explain  here 
that  I  am  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute 
for  a  gentleman  who  was  elected  to 
share  with  Mr.  Wadsworth  the  honor 
of  representing  the  British  Trades 
Union  Congress  at  this  convention 
Mr.  Gill,  a  member  of  Parliament,  like 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  was  selected  to  come 
to  America.  On  account  of  an  unfor- 
tunate dispute  in  the  cotton  trade  he 
was  unable  to  come. 

Wanted:  Daily  Labob  Paper. 

I  want  to  say  there  is  a  strong 
feeling  among  the  British  trades 
unionists  that  they  are  not  receiving 
fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
capltalistlcally-owned  newspapers  of 
Great  Britain.  We  can  not  be  sur- 
prised at  that;  we  can  not  expect  the 
capitalists  who  own  newspapers  to  do 
Justice  to  the  labor  movement,  whose 
interests  are  not  identical  with  theirs. 
That  has  created  a  very  strong  desire 
to  have  a  dally  labor  newspaper  in 
order  to  put  before  the  workers  of  the 
country  the  acts  and  positions  of  tt^ 
labor  unions. 

You  are  greatly  interested  In  the 
question  of  the  label.    In  fact,  it  seems 
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to  be  the  thing  one  finds  everywhere 
In  America.  Wherever  you  turn  you 
will  find  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
the  label.  That  is  to  your  credit.  We 
know  very  little  about  the  label. 
There  are  a  couple  of  unions— the  Hat- 
ters and  the  Cigarmakers— who  utilize 
the  label  with  splendid  results. 

BoBBowiNo  Label  Idea. 

Possibly  the  idea-  of  the  label  has 
not  quite  sunk  into  our  people  yet. 
When  it  has,  possibly  it  will  be  more 
successful.  We  of  the  printing  trades 
have  borrowed  the  idea  of  trying  to 
use  the  label  from  our  friends  in  the 
United  States.  We  have  discovered 
that  to  the  printers  here  the  label  has 
been  of  immense  value.  We  had  a 
meeting  last  June,  and  decided  we 
would  make  the  attempt  to  introduce 
the  label  on  printed  matter.  We  are 
going  to  limit  our  operations  for  a 
while,  however,  to  Ireland — a  place 
where  ao  many  experiments  of  a  pol- 
itical character  l^ave  been  made.  The 
Home  Rule  party  is  making  an  at- 
tempt to  see  that  all  the  goods  con- 
sumed in  Ireland  are  produced  in  Ire- 
land. We  want  Ireland  to  go  a  little 
farther  than  that.  We  sympathize 
with  them  in  the  desire  to  develop  the 
country  industrially,  but  we  want 
them  to  go  farther  and  see  that  not 
only  shall  the  goods  consumed  by  Ire- 
land be  produced  there,  but  that  they 
be  produced  under  trade-union  condi- 
tions. 

The  EioHT-HouB  Day. 

I  think  you  make  more  of  the  eight- 
hour  day  than  we  do  at  the  present 
time.  A  few  years  ago,  when  some  of 
us  were  young  men  and  agitating  for 
the  eight-hour  day,  we  thought  we 
ought  to  have  it  in  about  five  minutes. 
We  have  not  got  it  yet,  and  some  of 
us  are  tired  of  waiting  for  it.  Of 
course,  if  we  should  pass  an  eight- 
hour  law,  it  could  not  be  destroyed  by 
the  judges,  as  It  can  in  this  country. 
The  Allied  Printing  Trades  in  Great 
Britain  have  decided  to  move  for  a 
universal  eight-hour  day  throughout 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Labob  Pabtt  in  Bngland. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  referred  to  our  pol- 
itical movement.  Perhaps  I  ought  to 
say  Mr.  Wadsworth  and  I  belong  to 
two  difPerent  forms  of  thought,  but  wo 


appreciate  each  other's  position  thor- 
oughly, and  do  not  fall  out  about  it 
We  have  several  points  of  dlfPerence. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  have  many  so 
far  as  principle  is  concerned,  but  we 
may  have  differences  in  regard  to 
policy.  I  belong  to  the  section  that  is 
enthusiastically  favorable  to  the  ex- 
istence of  an  independent  labor  party 
of  Great  Britain,  while  Mr.  Wadsworth 
occupies  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Ck)m- 
mons,  and  belongs  to  what  is  styled 
in  England  the  Trade  Union  group. 
They  work  hand  in  hand  with  the  la- 
bor party  group  in  Parliament.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  Taff-Vale  decision.  We 
are  proud  of  that  decision.  It  was  the 
thing  that  caused  the  British  trades 
unions  to  enter  politics  on  independent 
lines.  The  money  that  was  spent  on 
that  decision  was  well  spent  in  arous- 
ing the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  a 
realization  of  their  rights.  When  the 
time  came  for  a  general  election,  all 
the  workers  were  determined  that  the 
effect  of  that  decision  should  be  wiped 
out,  so  far  as  their  votes  were  con- 
cerned. The  labor  party  was  formed 
from  the  British  Trades  Congress,  the 
same  way  you  may  form  an  independ- 
ent labor  party.  If  you  adopt  such  a 
plan,  I  hope  it  will  lead  to  the  same 
success  it  did  in  our  country.  Since 
the  advent  of  the  labor  party  in  the 
House  of  Commons  a  great  deal  has 
been  accomplished.  We  have,  of 
course,  spent  considerable  sums  of 
money,  but  we  believe  it  has  brought 
about  better  results  than  if  the  money 
had  been  spent  In  other  ways.  We 
have,  of  course,  to  maintain  our  mem- 
bers in  the  House  of  Commons.  We 
are  proud  to  know  that  while  the  men 
in  the  trades  unions  will  give  us  their 
votes,  they  will  also  give  us  their 
money  to  maintain  the  representar 
tives. 

Allied  With  Socialists. 

The  labor  party  consists  not  only 
of  trade  unionists,  but  Socialisto  as 
well.  The  main  body  of  the  Socialiste 
in  Great  Britain  are  allied  to  the  la- 
bor party,  and  they  are  as  anxious  to 
maintain  it  as  are  the  more  moderate 
section  styled  the  trade  unionists.  We 
are  proud  of  that  alliance  between  the 
Socialists  and  the  labor  party.  I  be- 
lieve a  great  deal  of  the  work  that 
has  been  accomplished  in  an  advance 
direction  for  the  workers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain has  been  due  to  the  sacrifices,  the 
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hard  work,  and  the  energy  of  the  So- 
cialiRts  who  are  connected  with  It. 

We  must  look  after  the  children  of 
the  nation;  we  must  look  after  the 
unemployed  and  after  the  men  who 
are  thrown  upon  the  industrial  scrap 
heap  when  they  have  served  their  time 
for  the  good  of  the  nation. 

Feeding  Hungbt  Childben. 
One  of  the  first  things  we  tried  to 
do  was  to  see  that  the  hungry  children 
of  the  nation  were  fed.  Whatever 
might  be  the  faults  of  the  parents, 
we  resolved  the  children  should  not 
go  to  school  hungry.  A  law  was 
passed  enabling  local  authorities  to 
levy  rates  upon  communities  to  pro- 
vide children  with  free  meals  in  cases 
where  destitution  and  poverty  pre- 
vailed at  home.  Then  the  question  of 
workmen's  pensions  came  up.  There 
was  an  act  in  operation  before  the 
present  government  came  into  power, 
but  it  was  extended  to  embrace  a 
further  six  millions  of  workers.  It 
brought  seamen,  domestic  servants, 
and  clerks  under  it  It  was  necessary 
in  many  instances  for  the  trades 
unions  to  fight  these  cases  in  the 
courts.  The  employers  hand  over 
their  liabilities  to  the  insurance  com- 
panies, and  the  insurance  companies 
are  more  inclined  to  fight  than  the 
employers  would  be. 

Bight  Hottbs  fob  Minebs. 

The  miners'  eight-hour  bill  has  been 
before  the  House  of  Ck)mmons,  and  the 
Government  is  favorable  to  it  We 
have  the  House  of  Lords,  as  you  have 
the  Senate.  I  don't  know  which  is 
worst  or  which  is  best  I  don't  know 
whether  the  Senate  is  an  improvement 
upon  our  House  of  Lords.  If  it  is,  I 
congratulate  you.  We  are  getting  tired 
of  the  House  of  Lords.  There  is  one 
thing  the  House  of  Lords  did  not  do, 
and  that  is,  to  destroy  the  measure  of 
the  House  of  Ck)mmons  in  the  trade&- 
dispute  act  The  House  of  Lords  knew 
that  the  country  wanted  the  trades- 
dispute  act,  and  while  they  said  it 
would  ruin  the  trade  of  the  country, 
it  was  passed.  There  is  some  danger, 
however,  that  they  may  throw  out  the 
miners'  eight-hour  bill. 

Thet  Abb  Emplotebs'  Assets. 

A  few  years  ago  we  had  to  fight  our 
battles  with  our  hands  tied  behind  our 
backs,  and  you  are  in  that  position  to- 
day.   I  believe  it  is  necessary  for  the 


maintenance  of  your  organization  to 
have  your  laws  altered.  Tour  chair- 
man's address  at  the  opening  of  this 
convention  was,  to  my  mind,  a  noble 
inspiration  for  you  to  do  all  that  you 
can  to  free  your  organization  from 
the  trammels  that  afflict  them  at  the 
present  moment  on  account  of  judge- 
made  laws.  It  seems  to  me  that  I 
hear  a  great  deal  about  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  it  will  not  permit  a 
legal  eight-hour  day.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  this  constitution  is  made  an 
asset  which  the  employers  claim  abso- 
lutely for  themselves.  We  say  some- 
times that  the  employers  of  Great  Bri- 
tain claim  the  British  fiag  has  an  asset 
belonging  absolutely  to  capital.  The 
employers  of  this  country  seem  to  be 
using  the  constitution  in  the  same 
way.  I  hope  the  address  of  your  presi- 
dent will  be  taken  to  heart,  and  that 
you  will  act  so  as  to  free  the  trade- 
union  movement  in  America  from  the 
oppression  it  rests  under  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  When  you  have  better  laws 
you  can  spend  the  time,  money,  and 
attention  you  now  spend  on  trying  to 
get  them  in  remedying  other  evils. 
Then  you  will  be  able  to  do  something 
to  make  the  conditions  of  life  better 
for  children,  the  unemployed,  and  the 
aged  toilers. 

To  Help  the  Toilebs. 
The  labor  party  and  the  trade 
unionists  are  trying  to  do  something 
for  the  toilers  of  our  land.  We  be- 
lieve that  you  could  direct  your  atten- 
tion in  this  country  to  this  matter  bet- 
ter when  you  are  placed  in  a  better 
legal  position. 

I  have  not  seen  much  evidence  of 
poverty  in  America  such  as  we  have 
in  the  old  country.  Nobody  has  shown 
me  the  slums  of  any  city.  I  hope  they 
do  not  exist  If  they  do  not,  then  we 
have  something  to  learn  from  you.  If 
you  can  teach  us  to  carry  on  the  af 
fairs  of  the  city  without  poverty,  or 
slums,  or  bad  housing,  we  should  be 
very  glad  to  have  the  information,  and 
would  try  to  act  upon  it 

It  is  our  desire  to  try  to  make  the 
general  conditions  of  life  for  our  peo- 
ple better  in  the  removal  of  vile  hous- 
ing conditions  than  exist,  not  only  in 
large  cities,  but  in  small  vUlages  in 
the  agricultural  districts. 

Dukes  Own  the  Land. 
That  condition  exists  there  because 
the  land  Is  owned  by  some  lord  or 
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duke  who  forbids  the  building  of 
houses  on  the  land  or  the  extensions 
of  Tillages.  We  want  to  change  this 
condition,  and  to  secure  the  highest 
degree  of  happiness  we  can  in  a  gen- 
eral way  for  our  people.  When  the 
toilers  of  all  the  civilized  nations 
make  up  their  m^inde  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people  shall  be  better,  we 
will  all  Jive  under  much  happier  con- 
ditions and  more  fully  realize  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  upon  earth  than 
we  do  at  the  present  moment 

I  wish  you  the  greatest  and  hearti- 
est success  in  the  trades-union  move- 
ment in  this  country,  and  trust  we 
shall  remain  on  as  good  terms  forever 
as  we  are  at  the  present  time. 

I  also  must  express  my  thanks  for 
the  great  kindness  I  have  received  at 
your  hands.  I  shall  go  back  feeling 
that  in  this  country  there  is  a  body 
of  men  who  4ire  doing  their  very 
utmost  without  fee  or  reward  to  serve 
their  own  class,  to  make  the  people  of 
the  nation  better  and  happier,  and  to 
enable  them  to  grow  up  having  more 
opportunity  for  mental  and  physical 
development 


Do  Your  Duty. 

Trim  the  wick  in  the  lamp  of  reason 
so  that  you  will  be  able  to  see  the  way 
that  yon  must  travel  to  secure  success. 
The  labor  movement,  generally  speak- 
ing, has  been  the  sufferer  from  inat- 
tention; it  has  been  staggering  under 
a  fearful  load  of  indifference,  saddled 
on  its  back  by  those  who  should  be  up 
and  doing  all  the  time.  The  action  of 
the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington  and 
its  decisions  are  as  pebbles  on  the  path 
of  progress  compared  with  the  hordes 
of  indifPerent  card  men  and  women, 
who  either  will  not  or  cannot  see  the 
need  of  getting  together  and  sticking 
together  for  their  advancement  and  fu- 
ture welfare. 

The  courts  can  and  do  offer  impedi- 
ments of  a  character  that  mean  much, 
but  the  real,  live,  up-to-date  trade 
union  member  knows  full  well  that 
courts  cannot  force  you  to  purchase 
non-union  labeled  goods,  nor  can  they 
compel  you  to  patronize  those  estab- 
lishments where  union  labor  is  barred 
by  reason  of  its  non-employment  there- 
in. If  we  would  but  agitate  "full 
meeting  rooms"  as  we  do  other  things 
that  are  allegedly  full,  there  would  be 
little  reason  to  fear  for  the  future  of 


union  labor.  We  must  get  over  the 
habit  of  just  paying  our  dues  alone; 
we  must  attend  the  conferences  of  our 
fellows;  we  need  all  the  energy  and 
brains  In  our  union  to  overcome  ob- 
stacles, and  these  can  best  be  obliter- 
ated by  active  participation  in  labor's 
cause,  the  purchasing  of  nothing  that 
does  not  bear  the  union  label;  the 
bearing  of  our  share  of  the  burden, 
and  our  general  cooperation  to  the 
end  of  fully  emancipating  all  those 
who  toil  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 
Remember,  that  '*he  serves  well  who 
dares  to  be  true,"  and  the  trade  union- 
ist that  cannot  see  the  wisdom  of  doing 
his  share  in  the  work,  needs  the  ser- 
vices of  something  besides  an  oculist; 
he  requires  an  injection  of  good  hard 
common  horse  sense,  and  the  only  way 
he  will  seemingly  get  what's  coming 
to  him  is  the  route  prepared  by  the 
opponents  of  human  progress,  llie 
court  was  never  organized  that  can 
force  labor  to  quit  its  mission  of  pro- 
tecting the  frail  and  aiding  the  dis- 
tressed; all  that  we  as  members  need 
to  do  Is  our  duty  to  ourselves. — Mixer 
and  Server. 


Uncle  Sam,  Labor  Crusher. 

According  to  a  story  from  Philadel- 
phia the  United  States  Government 
has  placed  itself  in  the  same  class 
with  the  common,  everyday  labor 
crusher.  Machinists  and  toolmakers 
were  hired  at  the  Frankfort  arsenal 
for  $S  a  day,  with  the  understanding 
that  they  were  to  receive  $3.25  after 
six  months,  and  ultimately  $3.75. 
When  the  six  months'  period  expired 
recently,  the  men  received  word  from 
Washington  that  "because  of  the  in- 
dustrial depression"  the  government 
could  secure  all  the  machinists  de- 
sired at  the  rate  of  $3  per  day,  and 
consequently  there  would  be  no  in- 
crease as  promised. — Erie  Labor  Jour- 
nal, 


Information  Wanted. 

Of  Bro.  John  J.  Reilly  of  Seal  Rock 
Lodge  No.  197,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
who  is  O.  K.  and  up-to-date.  Last 
heard  of  in  Kansas.  Any  information 
concerning  his  whereabouts  will  be 
thankfully  received.  Address,  Frank 
H.  Orube,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
Lodge  No.  197,  Bay  Shore  Hotel,  Le- 
land  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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HOBO  HEROES  WHO 

HAVE  SAVED  TRAINS 


Pilgrims  of  the  Rail  Who  Have 
Risiced  Life  and  Limb  to  Save 
Lives  of  Others  and  in  Most 
Cases  Without  Hope  of  Re- 
ward. 


Who  does  not  know  the  railroad 
tramp?  Ragged,  dirty,  homeless, 
friendless,  he  shuffles  along  the  track, 
glancing  askance  at  you  and  avoiding 
your  eye.  His  only  reply  to  your  ques- 
tions will  probably  be  a  surly  grunt, 
and  the  sole  topic  on  which  he  will 
open  conversation  with  you  has  to  do 
with  food  and  drink,  and  perhaps  a 
little  cast-off  clothing.  Yet,  unpromis- 
ing material  as  he  is,  from  more  than 
one  tramp  have  come  deeds  of  heroism, 
of  self-forgetfulness,  that  have  meant 
the  saving  of  many  lives  and  the  pro- 
tection of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars'  worth  of  property.  If  you 
don't  believe  it,  read  this  article: 

Half  an  hour  late  out  of  Rochester, 
on  the  evening  of  August  21,  1904,  the 
Boston  express,  with  every  berth 
taken,  was  rushing  along  through  a 
black,  foggy  night  at  almost  record 
speed.  A  few  miles  to  the  east  a 
tramp  was  walking  the  ties.  He  had 
not  eaten  since  morning  and  he  had 
walked  many  miles.  He  was  weak 
from  hunger  and  exhaustion,  his  feet 
ached  with  every  step,  and  the  cold 
fog  crept  through  his  rags  and  chilled 
hinL 

It  was  all  he  could  do  to  drag  him- 
self along  and  he  wondered  whether 
he  would  be  able  to  reach  Palmyra, 
where  he  hoped  to  get  a  night's  free 
lodging.  If  he  failed,  he  would  creep 
into  some  haystack  along  the  road. 
He  was  Fred  Bibby,  from  nowhere, 
bound  nowhere,  without  money  or  the 
hope  of  it. 

Suddenly  he  stumbled  against  some- 
thing hard  between  the  ties.  It  was 
so  dark  that  he  could  not  see  what 
it  was,  and  he  stopped  to  grope  for  it. 
As  his  hands  clutched  it  he  gave  a  cry 
of  astonishment.  It  was  a  piece  of 
steel  rail,  and  close  beside  it  was  a  gap 
in  the  track  from  which  it  had  been 
broken. 


At  the  same  instant  there  flashed 
through  his  mind  a  thought  of  the  ap- 
proaching express.  He  knew  it  most 
be  drawing  near,  for  he  had  tramped 
that  division  of  the  New  York  Central 
so  many  times  that  he  had  fairly  good 
knowledge  of  the  train  schedule.  He 
realised,  too,  that  that  gap  in  the  rail 
was  wMe  enough  to  ditch  the  Boston 
flier  if  it  were  not  warned  in  time, 
and  that  probably  scores  of  passengers 
would  be  killed  or  injured. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  already  he 
oould  hear  the  distant  roar  of  the  train, 
and  he  broke  into  a  run.  The  nearest 
station  to  the  west  was  Walworth,  half 
a  mile  away.  Ck>uld  he  reach  it  in 
time?  Half  a  mile  on  a  night  so  black 
that  he  could  barely  see  the  ties  at  his 
feet  was  a  long  way  for  a  man  who 
had  tramped  all  day  without  food. 

But  somehow  the  responsibility  that 
had  fallen  upon  him,  and  the  fear  of 
the  disaster  that  threatened,  gave  him 
strength.  He  hurried  on,  stumbling 
now  and  then  over  a  tie,  and  stopping 
sometimes  in  terror  because  he  fancied 
he  heard  the  shriek  of  the  engine. 

A  Race  fob  a  TtLAiN. 

He  knew  he  could  not  hold  out  much 
longer.  Already  his  legs  were  be- 
ginning to  bend  under  him,  and  his 
breath  was  whistling  through  his  teeth. 
And  before  long  he  did  hear  the  en- 
gine in  terrible  reality — a  longdrawii 
screech,  far  away,  to  be  sure,  but  fear- 
fully near  in  the  imagination  of  the 
exhausted  tramp. 

At  the  same  moment  the  light  of 
the  station  gleamed  far  ahead.  He  felt 
that  he  could  never  reach  it.  but  he 
kept  on. 

A  few  minutes  later  C  B.  Heney. 
the  night  operator  at  Walworth,  was 
startled  by  a  hoarse  cry.  He  rushed 
out  to  the  platform,  and  saw  Bibby 
tottering  toward  him  out  of  the  dark- 
ness. 

"The  train!  the  train!"  shouted 
Bibby.  "Stop  it!  There's  going  to  be 
a  wreck  if  you  don't!" 

Heney  did  not  wait  for  explana- 
tions. He  took  one  look  at  the  tramp's 
white  face,  heard  the  roar  of  the  on- 
coming express,  glanced  up  the  track 
at  the  glaring  headlight,  and  sprang 
for  a  red  lantern.  Then  he  and  Bibby 
rushed  out  onto  the  track,  the  operator 
waving  his  red  light  vigorously. 

The  engineer  of  the  flier  saw  the 
warning  signal  Just  in  time — ^Jnst  as 
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H«ney,  in  despair,  was  about  to  spring 
out  of  the  way  to  save  himself.  The 
big  train  was  brought  to  a  stop  so 
quickly  that  the  passengers  were 
thrown  out  of  their  seats  and  berths. 
And  at  the  same  moment  the  starv- 
ing, worn-out  tramp  fell  in  a  faint  on 
the  ties. 

Passengers  and  crew  came  hurrying 
out  on  the  tracks  and  crowded  around 
Hcney  and  his  unconscious  companion. 
The  operator  was  plied  with  questions, 
but  he  could  not  tell  what  the  trouble 
was.  The  engineer  and  conductor  look- 
ed at  the  tramp,  and  shook  their  heads 
skeptically. 

Water  was  ^hrown  in  Bibby's  face. 
He  opened  his  eyes,  and  gradually  his 
senses  came  oack  to  him.  Then  he  told 
of  his  discovery. 

Quickly  his  story  spread  among  the 
passengers,  who  rushed  up  to  him  to 
shake  his  hand.  Women  crowded 
around  him  with  tears  in  their  eyes 
and  called  him  a  hero.  Then  a  purse 
was  started  for  him,  and  in  a  few  min- 
utes there  was  enough  money  in  it  to 
keep  him  from  starving  for  months. 

After  the  rail  had  been  repaired, 
Blbby  was  taken  aboard  one  of  the 
sleepers  and  carried  to  Syracuse. 
There  he  was  taken  by  grateful  passen- 
gers to  the  best  hotel  in  the  city  and 
treated  to  th^^  finest  dinner  that  he  had 
ever  dreamed  of.  He  spent  that  night 
in  the  best  room  in  the  place. 

What  Bibbt  Wanted. 

In  the  morning  he  found  a  crowd 
waiting  for  him  in  the  lobby,  for  the  < 
story  of  how  a  tramp  had  saved  the 
Boston  express  from  destruction  had 
spread  over  the  whole  city.  As  he  ap- 
peared, a  cheer  went  up  that  set  the 
blood  tingling  in  his  veins.  They  were 
cheering  for  him,  poor,  homeless 
Bibby.  who,  the  night  before,  had  been 
looking  for  a  free  lodging. 

After  breakfast  he  was  taken  for  an 
automobile  ride.  On  his  return,  he 
found  a  representative  of  the  railroad 
waiting  for  him. 

"I  have  been  instructed  by  the  gen- 
eral offices  in  New  York/*  said  the 
caller,  "to  offer  you  a  pass  for  life, 
good  on  all  the  lines  controlled  by  our 
company." 

"A  pass!"  cried  Bibby.  "What 
would  I  do  with  a  pass?  What  I  need 
is  a  job.  I  haven't  always  been  a 
tramp.    I  Joined  the  molders*  union  15 


years  ago  in  Providence,  and  I've  got 
my  card  yet" 

The  caller  went  out  and  wired  the 
New  York  offices.  The  answer  came 
back,  "Give  him  what  he  wants."  The 
next  day  Bibby  was  presented  with  a 
new  outfit  of  clothes  and  with  free 
transportation  to  the  railroad's  shops 
at  Depew,  where  a  Job  was  waiting  for 
him  that  he  might  hold  for  life.— J?.  L. 
Bacon,  in  the  JefferBonian, 


Fakirs  and  Immigration. 

The  working  men  and  women  are 
now  face  to  face,  in  their  search  for 
employment,  with  the  cheap  pauper 
labor  of  the  Old  World.  At  no  time 
during  the  past  thirty  years  have  the 
conditions,  under  which  men  seek  em- 
ployment, been  the  same  as  they  are 
at  the  present  time.  Never  before  has 
our  government  persistently  sought  to 
bring  into  competition  with  its  own 
people  an  alien  horde  by  establishing 
an  employment  agency  to  place  for- 
eigners at  work  in  preference  to  our 
home  workmen;  never  before  was  the 
entire  machinery  of  the  government 
used  to  induce  immigration  so  that  the 
employers  of  cheap  labor,  the  enemies 
of  American  worklngmen  could  secure 
that  class  of  objectionable  labor, 
rather  than  employ  home  labor. 

So  desperate  have  these  office- 
holders become  in  their  efforts  to 
create  public  sentiment  in  favor  of 
their  bureau  of  distribution,  that 
every  gathering  of  people  in  conven- 
tion or  conference  is  visited  by  some 
agent  of  the  bureau  in  the  hope  of  re- 
moving, as  far  as  possible,  the  unfav- 
orable sentiment  that  permeates  the 
entire  country  against  any  further 
continuation  of  this  unholy  policy  and 
the  machinery  by  which  it  is  now  car- 
ried into  effect 

For  instance,  there  was  recently 
held  in  Washington  a  meeting  of  the 
American  Association  of  Farmers'  In- 
stitute Workers  and  the  National 
Orange.  At  this  meeting,  Mr.  T.  V. 
Powderly,  of  the  Immigration  Bureau 
appeared,  and,  of  course,  delivered  an 
address  boosting  his  own  nefarious 
wares.  From  a  report  of  this  affair  in 
the  Washington  Post  of  November 
18th,  we  gather  the  following  facts: 

"The  association  listened  to  an  ad- 
dress by  Mr.  Powderly,  of  the  Immi- 
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gratlon  Bureau,  In  whicli  lie  gave  an 
outline  of  the  immigration  policy  of 
the  government. 

"Mr.  Powderly  said  Congresa  had 
established  a  department  for  securing 
employment  for  immigrant  labor  and 
for  the  procurement  of  laborers  for 
various  industries  throughout  the 
country.  Mr.  Powderly  said  he  cam« 
before  the  meeting  to  ascertain  what 
kind  of  questions  the  farmers  would 
like  to  have  the  bureau  ask  of  the  men 
who  apply  for  work  on  the  farm.  The 
bureau,  he  said,  already  had  placed 
2,100  men,  and  out  of  these  but  four 
had  turned  out  badly." 

We  have  often  expressed  our  own 
views  on  this  subject.  We  regard  the 
whole  business  as  an  outrage  against 
the  American  people.  No  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Labor,  so  far  as  we 
know,  has  ever  expressed  his  approval 
of  it.  But  Mr.  Powderly  is  not  now, 
and  has  not  been  for  many  years,  a 
V  member  of  the  order,  while  he  is 
nevertheless  toasted  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  a  leader  of  our 
order,  and  given  a  fat  Job  because  he 

is  not  ^  .X  ^ 

Now,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  no  authority  to  collect  taxes 
from  its  citizens  to  enable  it  to  bring 
in  pauper  labor  to  compete  with  them 
in  the  labor  market.  Neither  has  it 
the  power  to  spend  the  people's  money, 
however  collected,  for  any  such  pur- 
pose. Hobnobbing  with  Powderly  an<l 
Canning,  and  other  outcasts  from  the 
Order  of  the  Knights  of  Labor  in  be- 
half of  such  an  unjust  and  unconstitu- 
tional policy,  is  beneath  the  true  dig- 
nity of  a  true  American  executive  offi- 
cer. Our  condemnation  of  it  is  un- 
qualified. The  whole  order  condemns 
it. — K.  of  L,  Journal, 

Let. US  Make  Friends  with  the 
Farmers. 

(By  Victor  L.  Berger,) 

Any  man  who  lives  a  long  while  in 
a  large  American  city  may  easily  for- 
get that  the  United  States  today  is 
still  fundamentally  a  farmer's  coun- 
try. "'  'H'^ 

The  city  population  is  indeed  increas- 
ing more  rapidly  than  the  agricultural 
population.  The  latter,  however,  is 
still  half  of  the  entire  population  and 
is  absolutely  growing. 


In  every  decade  500,000  or  600,000 
new  farmers  are  added.  And  since  the 
process  of  dividing  up  large  tracts  of 
land  into  farms  will  continue  for  a 
long  time  in  the  South,  and,  moreover, 
many  thousands  of  new  tarmB  can  be 
made  by  the  irrigation  of  waste  lands, 
and  finally  the  change  from  extensive 
to  intensive  agriculture  must  take 
place  sl«wly  but  surely,  it  may  be  read- 
ily seen  that  the  number  of  fanners 
in  the  United  States  can  certainly  be 
quadrupled  even  as  things  now  ap- 
pear. 

This  is  a  political  f^ct  of  the  first 
magnitude,  with  which  the  wage-work- 
ers will  have  to  reckon. 

While  the  middle  class  in  the  cHies 
is  being  driven  out  by  the  bi^  capital- 
ists, and  its  importance  is  steadily 
diminishing,  there  is  a  growini:  and 
independent  middle  class  in  the  coun- 
try—the farmers.  This  class  cannot 
become  proletarian  and  will  not  be 
dtriven  out  by  the  big  capitalists. 

It  is  not  an  industrially  retrogress 
sive  class,  as  is  generally  the  peasan- 
try of  Burope. 

Our  farmer  class  works  with  mar 
chinery  and  other  modem  improve- 
ments. 

Our  farmers  do  not  stick  to  old  oos^ 
toms  like  the  European  peasant,  but 
readily  take  up  with  new  ways,  read 
newspapers  and  books,  and  are  intel- 
lectually much  quicker  than  the  Buro- 
pean  peasantry. 

The  American  farmer  controls  the 
political  power  locally,  and  in  most 
Western  and  Southern  States  he  also 
controls  the  State  government.  The 
farmers  send  the  ruling:  majority  of 
representatives  to  Congress.  The  big 
capitalists  may  control  or  buy  up  a 
State  Legislature,  but  even  this  can- 
not be  done  in  order  to  make  laws  un- 
favorable to  the  farmers. 

This  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  why 
the  big  capitalists  cannot  control  the 
agriculture  of  the  country.  The  farm- 
ers would  not  stand  for  it,  and  they 
are  well  able  to  prev«it  it. 

The  theory  that  agrlcuature  will  un- 
dergo the  same  concentration  of  pr<H>- 
erty  that  industry  has  undergone,  met 
a  decided  setback  in  the  fact  that  the 
so-called  "bonanza  farms''  in  the 
Northwest  and  in  California  are  dls* 
appearing.  They  failed  from  an  eco- 
nomic standpoint,  and  are  now  mostly 
broken  up.  Otherwise  this  would  pro!)- 
ably  have  been  done  forcibly  through 
politics,   probably   by   taxation.     The 
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farmere  certainly  would  not  have  per- 
mitted them  to  exist 

There  remain  only  the  big  cattle 
ranches,  but  their  hour  will  strike  as 
Boon  as  land  becomes  more  valuable. 

One  can  permit  himself  to  hold  five 
or  ten  acres  as  pasture  for  one  cow,  as 
long  as  an  acre  costs  only  50  cents. 
When  it  is  worth  $50,  the  cattle  ranch 
naturally  disappears  of  itself. 

Nor  can  the  American  farmer  be 
turned  into  a  tenant  Not  while  he  has 
the  ballot 

Apparently  the  contradiction  of  this 
is  the  fact  that  the  number  of  tenant 
farmers  has  increased  in  this  country 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  Bui 
they  have  increased  only  In  the  South. 
The  tenants  are  chiefly  negroes  and 
former  wage-workers.  With  them  it 
te  not  a  process  of  sinking,  but  of  ris- 
ing. 

But  in  the  "free"  States  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  tenant  system  is  im- 
possible. The  exemption  laws  preyent 
this. 

Scarcely  anything  can  be  gotten  out 
of  a  t^iant.  By  these  laws  he  is  se- 
cured in  an  amc>unt  of  property  worth 
from  $300  to  $15  JO.  According  to  the 
usual  mode  of  appraisal,  this  means  at 
least  twice  as  much.  Thus  there  Is 
practically  nothing  to  take.  The  ten^ 
ant  as  a  rule  will  exhaust  the  farm 
and  then  leave. 

Or,  with  his  earnings,  he  will  buy  a 
farm  of  "new  land,"  which  he  can  get 
at  a  low  price.  From  $5  to  $10  an  acre 
will  still  buy  land  in  many  States. 
Indeed,  even  foreclosures  for  mort- 
gages or  other  debts  make  a  poor  re- 
turn, as  many  capitalists  in  the  Bast 
have  exj>erienced  in  Kansas  and  other 
States.  There  are  ways  of  getting  the 
best  of  the  "Eastern  money  sharks," 
and  in  the  country  districts  everybody 
hangs  together  for  that  purpose. 

In  G^ort,  the  independent  American 
farmer,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  is  a  fix- 
ture, and  the  wage-working  class  must 
surely  reckon  with  him  when  it  steps 
into  the  political  field. 

To  make  him  an  enemy  would  be  a 
serious  blunder  for  the  American 
workingmen. 

But  this  is  unnecessary. 

Between  the  city  proletariat  and  the 
class  of  independent  farmers  there  are 
points  of  disagreement.  But  these  are 
not  nearly  so  great  as  between  the 
farmers  and  the  big  capitalists  on  mat- 
ters of  trade  and  finance. 


Our  differences  can  be  overcome.  The 
farmer  and  the  wage-worker  are  both 
producers.  The  farmer  is  usually  a 
worker  himself;  as  a  rule  he  is  a  self- 
exploiter. 

The  farmer  does  not  live  principally 
on  the  exploitation  of  the  labor  of  oth- 
ers. And  the  pr<rflts  of  agriculture 
grow  very  slow  in  America. 

The  farmer  has  what  he  has  through 
■his  own  labor,  and  usually  he  does  not 
have  too  much. 

Besides,  the  farmer  is  badly  op- 
pressed and  exploited. 

For  instance,  the  farmer  must  have 
machinery.  But  the  International  Har- 
vester Trust  is  monopolizing  that  busi- 
ness and  charging  excessive  prices. 

The  farmer  must  store  and  market 
his  produce.  But  the  elevator  trust 
overcharges  for  storage,  the  railway 
trust  overcharges  for  transportation— 
at  least  ten  times  what  it  coots— and 
the  meat  trust  takes  all  the  profit  on 
cattle  raising. 

The  farmer  must  have  clothes,  sugai, 
oil,  nails,  wire,  lumber,  etc.  But  every 
one  of  these  is  controlled  by  a  trust, 
and  every  one  of  them  compels  the 
"homy-handed  son  of  toil"  to  "divide 
up"  so  as  to  make  more  profit  for  the 
trust. 

No  wonder  the  farmer  works  hard 
and  gets  but  little  to  show  for  it  No 
wonder  his  wife  is  a  slave  and  his  chil- 
dren often  driven  to  work  in  the  field 
and  denied  opportunity  for  education. 

Let  the  farmer  understand  distinctly 
what  it  is  that  oppresses  him.  Let  him 
understand  that  it  is  neither  the  wage, 
worker  nor  the  labor  union. 

Let  him  understand  that  it  is  cap- 
italism, the  private  monopoly  owner- 
ship of  the  great  concentrated  means 
of  production  and  distribution. 

As  soon  as  the  farmer  understands 
this  he  will  be  with  us. 

But  it  is  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  Social-Democratic  party  in  this 
country  (the  Socialist  party),  as  the 
political  representative  of  the  prole- 
tariat shall  adopt  a  policy  wliich  will 
not  make  the  farmers  Its  enemies. 

Such  a  policy  must  proceed  from  the 
assumption  that  this  farmer  class  is 
permanent,  and  that  no  attempt  must 
be  made  to  expropriate  them  against 
their  will,  but  that  their  individual 
property  and  occupation  shall  be  left 
to  them  as  long  as  they  will  have  It. 

If  this  foundation  principle  is  ac- 
cepted, the  way  to  an  understanding 
can  easily  be  found,  for  the  farmer 
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class  can  liaye  no  objection  to  the  ex- 
propriation and  socialization  of  the 
great  means  of  production  in  manufac- 
tures, mines,  railways  and  finance. 

Thus  a  political  alliance  of  these  two 
great  classes  of  American  society  can 
be  built  up  which  can  easily  try  con- 
clusions with  the  great  capitalists  ex- 
ploiters. 

Of  late  even  an  economic  alliance  is 
proposed  by  the  Society  of  Ekiulty  and 
similar  farmer  associations,  between 
the  farmers  and  the  organize^'  work- 
ing class  of  America. 

Whether  such  an  ec<momlc  alliance 
iB  feasible  and  profitable  at  this  stage 
of  development,  I  do  not  know,  but 
the  experiment  is  well  worth  trying. 

Let  us  make  friends  with  the  far- 
mers. 


Modem  Machineiy. 

Let  me  name  a  few  of  our  great  in- 
yentions  and  what  they  are  accom- 
plishing, and  you  explain  why  the  la- 
boring man  does  not  benefit  by  them: 

One  man  and  two  boys  do  the  work 
of  1,100  spinners. 

One  cotton  printing  machine  and 
one  man  do  the  work  of  1,500  men. 

One  horseshoe  machine  does  the 
work  of  30O  men. 

A  nail  machine  does  the  work  of 
1,200  men. 

A  modem  sawmill  takes  the  place  of 
800  men. 

One  man  by  machinery  does  the 
work  of  1,100  in  making  pottery. 

In  loading  and  unloading  ships  by 
machinery  in  Toledo,  or  any  dock, 
2,000  men  are  displaced. 

Mr.  Owens  of  Toledo  invented  a  ma- 
chine which  it  is  claimed  will  do  the 
work  of  50  men  in  making  bottles. 

A  needle  machine  turns  out  260 
needles  per  minute. 

Sheets  of  tin  are  fed  into  one  end 
of  a  machine  and  at  the  other  end  com- 
plete tin  cans  are  dropped  out  at  the 
rate  of  38,000  per  day.  One  child  can 
operate  the  machine. 

A  bread-making  machine  will  mould 
20,000  loaves  per  day. 

Three  men  with  machinery  turn  out 
250  tons  of  steel  billets  in  eight  hours. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  in- 
ventions, and  about  the  same  increase 
exists  in  all  branches  of  production. 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the 
census  reports  and  can  be  verified. 

The  late  Mr.  Gladstone  tells  us  that 
by  the  aid  of  newly  invented  machin- 


ery, our  capacity  to  manufacture  is 
doubled  every  seven  years.  Do  the 
wages  of  the  workers  double  ev^ry 
seven  years? 

Now,  my  dear  reader,  will  you  ex- 
plain why  it  is  that  with  all  this  mar- 
velous machinery  of  production,  our 
wonderful  means  of  distribution,  our 
increased  knowledge  in  the  arts  and 
sciences,  we  still  have  in  this  free 
America,  millions  of  people  in  abject 
poverty?  It  is  because  there  are  not 
only  in  America,  but  in  all  countries, 
two  classes  of  people.  One  ckus  that 
otons  all  the  machinery,  does  no  work, 
and  yet  receives  all  the  good  things. 
The  other  class  makes  all  the  machin- 
ery, does  all  the  work,  and  has  nothing 
but  a  living.  The  rich  who  own  all  the 
tools  and  other  means  of  production, 
upon  which  the  worker  depends  for  a 
living,  own  the  man.  The  man  is  find- 
ing that  out  today.— Pro/.  W.  F,  Ries, 


Gompers  at  Last  Wakes  Up. 

"For  one,  I  am  free  to  say  that  I 
shall  not  recommend  the  levsring  of 
additional  assessments  or  making  ap- 
peals for  voluntary  contributions  in 
legal  defense  of  these  (injunction) 
cases.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  those 
who  are  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
toilers  of  our  country  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  trend  of  court  decisions  for 
the  usurpation  of  the  toilers'  rights  by 
injunctions,  let  them  proceed  as  they 
will  without  our  assuming  to  do  the 
impossible;  that  is,  to  be  represented 
by  competent  legal  counsel.  If  the 
situation  is  to  become  so  acute,  let  us 
personally,  as  best  we  can.  defend  our 
rights  before  the  courts,  taking  what- 
ever consequences  may  ensue.  For 
one,  I  can  see  no  remedy  for  these 
outrageous  proceedings,  unless  there 
shall  be  a  quickening  of  the  conscience 
of  our  Judges  or  the  relief  which  the 
congress  of  our  country  can  and 
should  alFord." 

The  above  is  taken  from  President 
Gompers'  annual  report,  read  at  the 
Denver  convention.  It  is  a  ringing 
declaration  that  never  more  will  he  ask 
workers  to  contribute  dimes  and  pen- 
nies to  fight  the  monstrous  labor  in- 
junction, but  will  "personally  as  best 
he  can,  defend  our  rights,  taking  what- 
ever consequences  may  ensue."  It  is 
a  clear  defi  to  Injunction  Judges. — To- 
ledo Union  Leader. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

Minneapolis,  Oct.  2^  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Golden  Rod, 
No.  3,  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  t»  summons  into  His  fold  the  be- 
loved mother  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 
Ryan,  thus  depriving  them  of  one  who 
in  life  was  an  ever  true,  kind  and  no- 
ble soul;  and  while  mourning  their 
loss  with  heavy  hearts,  may  they  hum- 
bly submit  to  the  will  of  divine  Provi- 
dence, saying,  "Not  my  will,  O  Lord, 
but  thine  be  done";    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  her  son 
and  family  in  their  hour  of  bereave- 
ment our  heartfelt  sympathy;  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  presented   to  the  son   and 
family  of   the   deceased   mother,   and 
that  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon 
our  minutes  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  the 
Journal  for  publication. 
And  when  she  parted  from  this  life, 
'    Her  sufFeringB  all  did  cease; 
The  wish  of  all  her  dear  friends  is 

That  her  soul  may  rest  in  peace. 
Katie  Ltnoh, 
Josephine  Cobteow, 
Kbziah  McKnioht, 

Committee. 


lutions  be  sent  to  his  family,  one 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  this  lodge, 
and  one  sent  to  the  Journal  for  publi- 
cation. 

W.  W.  Cox, 
W.  C.  Martin, 
T.  M.  Waddell, 

Committee. 


Waco,  Texas,  Oct.  24,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Lone 
Star  Lodge  No.  178,  held  Oct.  24,  1908: 

Whereas,  The  Almighty  Ruler  of 
the  universe  has,  in  His  infinite  wis- 
dom, taken  from  our  midst  our  worthy 
brother,  George  T.  Bamett;    and 

Whereas,  In  his  death  Lone  Star 
Lodge  has  lost  a  true  and  valued  mem- 
ber, and  its  members  a  true  friend, 
and  while  we  cannot  but  feel  our  loss 
deeply  we  realize  how  much  heavier 
has  been  the  loss  to  his  immediate 
family,  whose  sorrow  can  only  be  re- 
lieved by  the  Supreme  Ruler,  who  haa 
given  and  who  has  taken  away;  be  it, 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we.  tlie  members  of 
Lone  Star  Lodge,  No.  178,  tender  to 
his  family  our  most  heartfelt  sympa- 
thy in  this  their  hour  of  affliction; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  a  period  of 
60  days  and  that  a  copy  of  these  reso- 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  Puget 
Sound  Lodge,  No.  135,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heav- 
enly Father  to  take  from  our  midst 
our  beloved  brother,  J.  P.  Griffin,  who 
died  here  Friday,  Oct.  16th,  1908;    and 

Whereas,  The  life  that  made  our 
association  with  him  pleasant  is  at  aa 
end  and  the  gates  of  death  are  closed 
upon  our  further  intercourse;    and 

Whereas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Griffin 
Lodge  No.  135  has  lost  a  worthy  mem- 
ber and  his  wife  and  children  a  lov- 
ing husband  and  father;  therefore,  be 
it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved wife  and  children  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  this  their  sad  bereave- 
ment and  may  the  Lord  in  His  infinite 
wisdom  ever  watch  over  and  assist  the 
widow  and  children  in  distress;  and, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  in  respect  to  our  de- 
parted brother  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  30  days;  that  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
bereaved  family,  and  a  copy  spread  on 
our  minutes,  and  one  sent  to  the  Jour- 
nal for  publication. 

F.  C.  BiCHMAN, 

Geo.  H.  Herbert, 
S.  M.  FOGO, 

Committee. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Nov.  12,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Fern  Lodge, 
No.  29,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

Whereas,  Our  Divine  Ruler  has  seen 
fit  to  remove  from  our  midst,  the  be- 
loved father  of  our  worthy  brother, 
William  Daniels;    and 

Whereas,  The  sudden  removal  from 
his  worldly  home  to  his  heavenly 
abode,  one  who  was  ever  faithful,  true, 
honorable  and  ju&t  In  all  things,  and 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  him;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
Fern  Lodge,  No.  29,  L.  A.  to  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  do  hereby  tender  our  sorrowing 
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brother  and  family  our  most  heartfelt 
sympathy;    and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutione  be  sent  to  Bro.  Daniels,  a  copy 
printed   in  our  Joubnal,  and  a  copy 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  our  lodge. 
Ida  Willis, 
Alice  Trout, 
Edith  Bubns, 

Committee, 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Aug.  9,  1908. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Golden  Rod 
Lodge  No.  3,  L.  A.  to  the  S.  U.  of 
N.  A.,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God  to  remove  from  earthly  existence 
the  beloved  brother  of  our  worthy  sis- 
ter, Katie  Lynch;    therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of 
Golden  Rod,  No.  3,  extend  to  our  wor- 
thy sister  our  sincere  sympathy  In  her 
sorrow;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  minutes  of  the  meeting, 
and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  our  worthy 
sister  and  one  sent  to  the  Journal  for 
publication. 

Lauba  Caret, 
Keziah  McKniqht, 

Committee. 

NoTE—Through  a  mistake  these  res- 
olutions were  mislaid.  They  should 
have  been  published  two  montha  ago 


T  ^  \  regular  meeting  of  Detroit 
Lodge  No.  13,  held  Oct  21,  1908,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 
'  Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  heaven- 
ly Father,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  to 
take  from  us  Bro.  Prank  Miller,  who 
was  killed  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  at  Memphis,  Tenn.;  and 

Whkbbab,  The  sudden  removal  from 
his  worldly  home  to  that  eternal  home 
beyond  has  caused  much  sorrow  to  his 
beloved  wife  and  friends;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  mourn  the 
loss  of  our  brother;  that  we  extend  to 
the  bereaved  wife  and  friends  our  sin- 
cere condolence  and  sympathy  in  this 
their  hour  of  afBictlon,  and  that  we 
commend  them  to  Him  who  doeth  all 
things  well;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days, 
and  that  these  resolutions  be  spread 
on  our  minutes  at  our  next  regular 


meeting,  and  a  copy  of  same  be  sent 
to  the  widow  and  one  to  the  Joubnal 
for  publication. 

m.  j.  cubran, 
Goby   Debousib, 
I.  N.  Padgett, 

Committee, 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Nov.  1,  1908. 

The  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  Flour 
City  Lodge  No.  7: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  to  take  from  our  midst  our  be- 
loved Bro.  Samuel  .Thompson,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Milwaukee  yards  in  Min- 
neapolis, Oct  31,  1908,  while  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties;  and 

Whebeas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Thomp- 
son this  lodge  has  lost  a  worthy  mem- 
ber and  his  wife  and  relatives  a 
worthy  husband  and  friend;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  be- 
reaved wife  and  friends  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  in  their  hour  of  bereave- 
ment, and  may  the  Lord  in  His  in-* 
finite  wisdom  ever  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  the  bereaved  wife  and  relatives  in 
their  distress;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  charter  be 
draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days 
and  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  sent  to 
the  bereaved  wife,  one  to  the  Joubnal 
for  publication,  and  one  spread  on  the 
minutes  of  this  meeting. 

D.  E.  Cuvfobd, 
S.  N.  Mabtiit, 
W.  H.  Abmstbonq, 
Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  M.  J.  Naugh- 
ton  Lodge  No.  11,  Cleveland,  O.,  held 
Nov.  15th,  1908,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty 
God,  in  His  Infinite  wisdom  to  rwnove 
from  our  midst  Bro.  J.  R.  Bradley; 
and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  our  broth- 
er this  lodge  has  suffered  the  loss  of 
a  faithful  and  loved  brother,  and  the 
children  have  suftered  a  far  greats 
loss;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  heart- 
felt sympathy  to  the  family,  relatives 
and  friends  in  their  great  sorrow;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  tribute  to  de- 
parted   brother    these    resolutions   be 
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spread  on  our  minutes,  a  copj  sent  to 
the  JouBNAL,  and  our  charter  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days.  J.  T.  Joy, 

P.    J.    Naughton, 

W.   A.   TiTUB, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  M.  J.  Naugh- 
ton Lodge  No.  11,  Cleveland,  O.,  held 
Nov.  15th,  1908.  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  Bro.  J.  J.  Schumacher, 
after  an  illness  of  nearly  two  years: 
and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Schu- 
macher our  lodge  has  suftered  the  loss 
of  a  patient,  faithful  and  beloved  mem- 
ber; therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the 
wife  and  family,  relatives  and  friends 
our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  great 
sorrow;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  our  departed  brother, 
these    resolutions    be    spread   on    our 
minutes,  a  copy  sent  to  the  Joxtbnal, 
and  our  charter  draped  in  mourning 
for  a  period  of  thirty  days. 
J.  T.  Jot, 
P.    J.    Naughton, 
W.  A.  Titus, 

Committee, 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  M.  J.  Naugh- 
ton Lodge  No.  11,  Cleveland,  O.,  held 
Nov.  15th,  1908,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  Bro.  Prank  Crawford; 
and 

Whebeas,  In  the  loss  of  Bro.  Craw- 
ford Lodge  No.  11  has  lost  a  respected 
and  loved  brother;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the 
mother,  relatives  and  friends  our 
deepest  sympathy  in  their  great  sor- 
row; and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  our 
deceased  brother,  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  our  minutes,  a  copy  sent  to 
the  JouBNAL,  and  our  charter  be  draped 
in  mourning  for  a  period  of  thirty 
days.  J.  T.  Jot, 

P.    J.    Naughton, 
W.  A.  Titus, 

Committee. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  M.  J.  Naugh- 
ton Lodge  No.  11,  Cleveland,  O.,  held 
Nov.  15th,  1908,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  almighty 
God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove 
from  our  midst  Bro.  Frank  B.  Stew- 
art; and 

Whebeas,  In  the  death  of  this 
brother  our  lodge  has  suffered  the  loss 
of  one  who  was  respected  and  loved  by 
all  who  knew  him;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  and  mem 
bers  of  No.  11  extend  to  the  wife  and 
daughter,  relatives  and  friends,  our 
deepest  sympathy  in  their  great  sor- 
row; and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  as  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  departed  brother,  these 
resolutions  be  spread  on  the  minutes, 
a  copy  sent  to  the  Joubnal,  and  our 
charter  be  draped  for  a  period  of 
thirty  days.  J.  T.  Joy, 

P.    J.    Naughton, 
W.  A.  Titus, 

Committee. 


Cards  of  Thanks. 

Waco,  Oct  2i,  1908. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Lodge 
lis  and  Lodge  53: 
We  wish  to  express  our  moet  sin- 
cere thanks  to  all  who  so  kindly  as- 
sisted us  in  our  recent  bereavement— 
the  death  of  my  husband.     And  may 
God  above  show  them  the  same  kind 
friends  In  their  hour  of  sorrow. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Mas.  Geo.  T.  Babnett, 
Etta  Babnett, 
J.  Ed.  Babnett, 
Chas.  J.  Babnett. 


DeaB    EiDITOB: 

I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  91  and 
the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  the  S.  U.  for 
the  floral  tribute,  and  for  the  kind- 
ness and  sympathy  shown  me  in  my 
sad  hour  of  bereavement,  the  loss  of 
my  dear  husband,  who  died  from  con- 
sumption on  the  20th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1908.  I  also  wish  to  thank  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  prompt  pasnnent 
of  the  claim  of  my  husband. 

May  the  S.  U.  of  N.  A.  ever  prosper, 
I  remain, 

Respectfully  yours, 

Mbs.  Anna  Lind. 

9701  Commercial  Ave.,  So.  Chicago. 
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Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Oct.  31,  190«. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Thinking  how  grand  and  noble  an 
army  of  switchmen  are  I  can't  help 
but  write  to  the  Joubnal  in  the  hope 
that  this  may  reach  the  switchmen, 
especially  the  Great  Northern  switch- 
men, who  so  nobly  car^d  for  my  hus- 
band in  his  terrible  misfortune.  For 
the  kindness  bestowed  on  him  his  fam- 
ily and  himself  are  more  than  grate- 
ful. 

Thanking  each  and  every  one,  we 
remain, 

Fraternally  yours  in  U.,  H.  and  J., 
Mb.  and  Mbs.  E.  Gbtchell  and  Family. 


Bbidoepobt,  Conn.,  Nov.  11, 1908. 
Bditob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Dear  Sir— I  wish  to  express  my  sin- 
cere thanks  to  the  Switchmen's  Union 
of  North  America  for  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  claim  of  my  late  husband. 
Wishing  the  union  success  in  all  its 
undertakings,  as  it  justly  deserves  suc- 
cess and  prosperity,  I  am, 

Respectfully  yours, 
Mbs.  Jennie  C.  Bbothebton. 


Dalton  Station,  111.,  Nov.  8,  1908. 
Editob  Switchmen's  Joubnal: 

Kindly  allow  us  space  in  the  Joub- 
nal to  thank  members  of  Lodge  No. 
189  that  were  so  kind  as  to  assist  us 
during  the  sickness  and  death  of  our 
daughter.  We  wish  also  to  thank  those 
who  contributed   the   beautiful    floral 
piece.         Yours  in  B.,  H.  and  P., 
Mb.  and  Mbs.  J.  A.  Headley, 
Memher  of  George  Wcishing- 
ton  Lodge  No.  189. 


Wanted. 

Anyone  knowing  the  address  of  W. 
H.  Duemland,  please  send  it  to  Bro. 
T.  E.  McAdams,  1789  Van  Buren  street, 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 


To  know  the  whereabouts  of  Lewis 
C.  Buck,  formerly  a  member  of  Ash- 
tabula Lodge  No.  95.  Last  heard  of 
was  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Oct  5th. 

His  wife  and  little  ones  are  anxious 
to  hear  from  him  and  fear  something 
ill  has  happened  to  their  father.  Ad- 
dress, Mrs.  Lewis  C.  Buck,  General  De- 
livery, Allston,  Mass. 


Who  Can  Give  Information? 

Mb.  F.  Cassidy, 

Buffalo,  N.  T. 

Deab  Sib — Would  you  please  insert 
an  ad.  in  the  Switchm£n*s  Joubnal 
as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Mr.  Pat  Keat* 
ing.  We  heard  he  was  in  the  Switch- 
men's Union  and  thought  this  paper 
may  reach  him.  We  have  not  heard 
from  him  In  years  and  are  anxious  to 
hear  from  him.  Since  his  father's 
death.  Mr.  W.  H.  Swainsburg  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen, 
Lodge  No.  199,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  to  which 
lodge  Pat  Keating  belongs,  requested 
me  to  write  to  you  to  see  if  you  could 
find  him. 

And   oblige, 

Mbs.  p.  Keating. 

Irvixe,  Pa. 


Receipts  Lost. 

Bro.  N.  A.  Emerson,  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  145,  Whiting,  Ind.,  while 
visiting  lately  In  Streator,  111.,  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  pocketbook  con- 
taining receipts  for  nearly  seven  years 
In  this  union.  If  any  brother  meets 
anybody  with  these  receipts  please  take 
them  up  and  forward  to  N.  A.  Emer- 
son, Whiting,  Ind. 


"Vox  Popuii,  Vox  Dei.'' 

By  the  Rev.  Chables  Stelzle. 

It  has  long  been  acknowledged  that 
"the  voice  of  the  people  Is  the  voice  of 
God."  The  undlscernlng  may  hear  in 
the  people's  voice  only  a  great  roar  of 
discontent,  or  the  mutterlngs  of  the 
misguided  mass.  But  he  who  has  un- 
derstanding will  hear  the  "still,  small 
voice,"  which  speaks  the  will  of  God. 

The  statesmen  In  every  age  who 
have  accomplished  the  things  which 
have  produced  the  greatest  good  for  all 
the  people,  got  their  Inspiration  be- 
cause they  kept  close  to  the  masses. 
Rarely  does  the  vision  come  to  the  man 
who  spends  all  of  his  time  In  the  seclu- 
sion of  the  study.  His  touch  on  life  is 
so  slight,  and  his  understanding  of  the 
needs  of  men  so  Inadequate,  that  his 
outlook  extends  only  to  the  limits  of 
his  own  life  and  his  own  narrow  ex- 
perience. It  Is  only  as  a  man  comes 
Into  contact  with  others  that  his  own 
life  becomes  larger  and  fuller^  and  U 
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is  out  of  this  fullness  that  he  is  en- 
abled to  spealc  concerning  the  greater 
problems  of  life. 

No  class  of  men  have  a  broader  ex- 
perience than  the  "common  people" — 
no  class  knows  quite  so  well  what  <' 
means  to  toll  and  to  suffer  and  to  sacri- 
fice. None  have  higher  aspirations 
and  none  exhibit  deeper  consecration. 
It  is  because  of  this  that  God  speaks 
through  them. 

Sometimes  their  expression  of  God's 
will  is  crude.  Sometimes  It  comes  as 
a  shock  to  men  who  have  become  accus- 
tomed to  things  as  they  are,  who,  quite 
satisfied  with  present  conditions,  are 
unwilling  to  be  made  uncomfortable 
by  a  change  which  may  mean  a  read- 
justment in  their  method  of  living  and 
In  their  way  of  doing  business.  But 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  progress  Is  fu- 
tile. It  may  be  that  it  is  necessary  to 
oppose  certain  features — man-made 
and  man-Inspired — which  have  crept 
into  the  plans  which  the  people  pre- 
sent, but  back  of  them  all  and  beneath 
them  all  will  be  found  the  hand  of 
God. 

This  has  been  proven  in  history.  In 
every  great  fight  for  the  right  and  for 
progress,  the  leisured  classes,  the  so- 
called  upper  classes,  have  been  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  battlefield.  The  com- 
mon people — the  men  of  uncommon 
s^nse — to  these  the  world  owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude. 

If  you  would  hear  the  voice  of  God 
keep  close  to  the  people. 


Railways  Plan  to  force  Advance 
in  Rates. 

Now  that  the  elections  are  out  of 
the  way,  the  railroads  are  organizing 
for  a  vigorous  campaign  to  force  an 
advance  of  freight  rates.  Their  argu- 
ment is  that,  unless  this  be  done, 
wages  will  have  to  be  reduced.  It  is 
said  they  stand  ready  to  discharge 
thousands  of  employes  to  make  a  bad 
situation  worse  if  the  public  refuses 
to  countenance  their  extravagant  de- 
mand for  higher  rates. 

Railroads  are  not  doing  so  much 
business  as  in  the  past,  but  that  is  not 
for  the  reason  that  they  have  been 
abused,  but  because  there  has  been  a 
panic,  and  it  might  also  be  said  that 
it  cannot  cause  one.  The  panic  which 
has  caused  all  the  suffering  is  prac- 
tically  over,   and   business    is   on   the 


move.  The  really  important  railroad 
men  know  this  perfectly  well,  but  un- 
der cover  of  a  pretended  belief  that 
something  must  be  done  to  save  the 
railroads,  they  are  attempting  to 
fasten  on  the  public  a  schedule  of  rates 
that  will  justify  the  enormous  prices 
to  which  railroad  securities  have  been 
manipulated. 

If  the  United  States  occupied  all  the 
North  American  continent,  this  mat- 
ter might  adjust  itself  and  the  disaster 
caused  by  such  an  advance  might  be 
only  temporary.  But  the  Canadian 
railways  are  standing  ready  to  snatch 
from  the  American  roads  the  cream  of 
east  and  west  transportation  business, 
and  once  they  get  it  they  will  keep  it. 
The  supremacy  of  New  York  City  as  a 
center  of  commerce  can  perhaps  never 
be  destroyed,  but  it  will  be  seriously 
impaired  if  this  scheme  for  higher 
freight  rates  is  successful. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
earth  is  round  like  a  ball,  and  that 
any  railroad  in  Canada  has  a  shorter 
haul  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
than  any  railroad  in  the  United*  States. 
This  alone  is  enough  to  give  the  Cana. 
dians  a  tremendous  advantage,  but,  in 
addition  to  that,  the  principal  roads  of 
the  Dominion  have  been  promoted  in 
such  a  way  as  not  to  overburden  them 
with  millions  of  stocks  and  bonds  for 
which  no  value  came  to  the  property. 
Their  fixed  charges  are  so  much  small- 
er than  those  of  railroads  in  the 
United  States  that,  with  gross  earnings 
equal  to  the  fixed  charges  of  the  roads 
in  this  country,  they  can  actually  pay 
dividends  and  lay  up  a  surplus. 

It  is  no  answer  to  this  that  con- 
struction and  terminals  in  the  United 
States  cost  more.  Everybody  knows 
they  do.  It  is  tremendously  expensive 
for  the  New  York  Central  to  construct 
its  New  York  City  terminal,  but  that 
does  not  change  the  fact  that  Cana- 
dian railroads  do  not  have  to  build 
such  expensive  terminals.  Even  the 
additional  cost  of  railroads  in  the 
United  States  that  are  legitimate  pro- 
vide a  heavy  handicap,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  there  are  the  millions  of 
capitalized  graft  that  must  be  pro- 
vided for.  Let  it  be  admitted  that  the 
railroads  are  honestly  managed  at 
present — and  they  undoubtedly  are — 
yet  the  graft  of  past  management  re- 
mains as  a  dead  weight  on  progress. 

The  only  way  for  the  American  rail- 
roads to  save  the  rich  trade  of  the 
northwest  is  for  them  to  reduce  divi- 
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dend6  and  handle  the  situation  in  a 
sensible  buslnessplike  manner. 

It  is  the  fashion  in  Wall  street  to  ig- 
nore Canada,  and  every  move  in  the 
Canadian  stock  is  contemptuously  de- 
scribed as  due  to  manipulation.  The 
action  of  Canadian  Pacific  during  the 
panic  of  last  year  is  sufficient  answer 
to  the£»  sneers,  and  for  Wall  street's 
own  good  it  is  about  time  to  wake  up 
to  the  facts.  It  is  much  more  import 
tant  for  Wall  street  to  know  what  the 
Canadians  are  doing  than  to  find  out 
what  E.  H.  Harriman  had  for  break- 
fast or  wliether  J.  P.  Morgan  has  a 
toothache. 

The  equanimity  with  which  Wall 
Street  observes  the  tremendous  strides 
Canadian  railroads  are  making  and  the 
silence  concerning  these  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  self-styled  financial  adr 
visers  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  simply  astounding. 

The  Canadian  government  has  backed 
a  trans-continental  line  that  will  cost 
all  told  $340,000,000  or  more  than  the 
Panama  canal.  Many  persons  consider 
the  project  a  wild  one  and  predict  fail- 
ure, but  when  finished,  as  it  will  be  in 
about  seven  years,  the  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific  will  have  a  railbed  equal  to 
the  Pennsylvania  from  ocean  to  ocean 
and  a  haul  hundreds  of  miles  shorter. 
EiVen  now  the  Canadian  has  a  line 
from  Boston  to  the  Pacific  coast  150 
miles  shorter  than  the  shortest  Ameri- 
can route,  and,  counting  the  lower 
grades  that  prevail,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered in  effective  mileage  at  least 
600  miles  shorter.  Owing  to  the  tre- 
mendous railroad  energy  displayed  in 
Canada  there  are  now  four  main  lines 
west  of  Lake  Superior  in  Canada  and 
only  one  around  Lake  Superior.  This 
one  line  is  overwhelmed  with  traffic, 
and  the  despised  Duluth,  South  Shore 
&  Atlantic,  which  lies  on  the  south 
shore  of  the  lake  and  is  owned  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific,  Is  now  to  be  used  to 
handle  the  overflow.  The  short  route 
from  Boston  to  the  Pacific  lies  over 
this  South  Shore  division,  and  plans 
are  already  under  way  for  making  it  a 
part  of  the  main  track  of  the  Canadian- 
Pacific  system. 

With  all  this  advantage  of  distance, 
grades  and  capitalization,  the  Canadian 
railroads  are  perfectly  satisfied  with 
present  freight  rates,  and  they  view 
with  delight  the  efforts  of  the  League 
of  American  Railroad  Presidents  to 
advance  rates.  An  advance  will  drive 
millions  of  dollars*  worth  of  commerce 


from  New  York  City  to  Montreal.  It 
will  drive  tens  of  thousands  of  pros- 
perous farmers  from  the  United  States 
into  the  Canadian  Northwest  It  will 
injure  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
United  States  and  will  transfer  the  en- 
tire Alaskan  business  from  Seattle  to 
Chicago.  It  will  disarrange  busings 
materially  and  retard  the  wave  of 
prosperity  which  is  now  at  about  its 
lowest  and  ready  to  advance  swiftly  if 
no  obstacles  are  placed  in  the  way. 
An  advance  of  rates  would  give  Can- 
ada the  first  fruits  of  the  new  pros- 
perity. 

These  are  stubborn  facts  and  can- 
not be  controverted  by  any  railroad 
president,  no  matter  though  he  be 
prodded  by  the  necessity  for  earning 
enough  money  to  pay  dividends  on 
watered  stock  and  squandered  bonds. 
The  law  of  supply  and  demand  is  like 
the  ancient  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  and  the  earth  is  Just  as 
round  as  when  Galileo  died.  —  ^ew 
York  American. 


Easley  and  Van  Cleave. 

If  you  want  to  know  mankind  study 
thoughtfully  the  traits,  the  habits  and 
the  customs  of  animals. 

One  of  th©  keenest  students  of  hu- 
man nature  I  have  ever  known  wiis  a 
man  who  lives  his  life  among  animals. 
He  was  a  cowboy,  and  as  we  rode  for 
days  and  days  through  the  Rockies  he 
discoursed  upon  animals  in  a  way  that 
made  me  understand  man. 

Aesop,  one  of  th©  greatest  students 
of  human  nature,  gave  to  the  world 
his  observations  of  the  strength  and 
weaknesses,  of  the  vanities  and  humil- 
ities, of  the  prides  and  treacheries 
characteristic  of  mankind  through  a 
series  of  animal  fables. 

La  Fontaine,  centuries  later,  did  the 
same  thing  in  an  equally  remarkable 
manner. 

A  few  months  ago  a  striking  picture 
was  published  In  Life,  A  number  of 
people  were  kneeling  on  a  bank  look- 
ing into  a  crystal  clear  pool.  In  it  they 
saw  themselves.  One  was  a  peacock, 
another  a  hog,  another  a  fox.  another 
a  Jackass,  and  so  on. 

Leaders  of  men  have  always  be«i 
students  of  human  nature.  They  have 
known  how  to  take  advantage  of  men*s 
passions,  weaknesses,  pride  and  vanity. 
They  have  also  known  that  men  are 
very  much  like  animals.    //  you  fight 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


067 


them  they  are  dangerous  and  intract- 
able. If  you  flatter  them  and  pat  them 
on  the  back  they  will  do  almost  any- 
thing for  you. 

The  wildest  and  most  ferocious  ani- 
mals can  often  be  domesticated.  The 
wolf,  battled  with,  can  never  be  tamed; 
treated  with  kindness  he  can  easily  be 
made  to  wear  the  collar.  With  superior 
force  you  can  sometimes  break  the 
spirit  of  men  and  of  animals,  but  the 
easier  way  is  to  win  subjection  and 
obedience  by  craft. 

Multitudes  of  men  have  worn  the 
yoke  of  slavery,  of  serfdom  and  of 
every  kind  of  political,  religious  and 
military  despotism.  Today  the  multi- 
tude of  men  wear  the  yoke  of  eco- 
nomic despotism. 

Great  capitalists  of  all  countries 
have  tried  every  means  in  their  power 
to  fasten  upon  the  workers  securely 
and  forever  the  yoke  of  economic  servi- 
tude. During  the  last  century  they 
became  increasingly  powerful  and  arro- 
gant. They  thought  themselves  so  well 
entrenched  that  they  could  fight  the 
workers. 

They  have  tried  it  in  nearly  all  mod- 
em countries,  and  as  a  result  the  work- 
ers have  been  forced  into  trade  union 
and  socialist  movements. 

Today,  curiously  enough,  the  best 
friend  of  trade  unionism  is  Mr.  Van 
Cleave,  who  is  fighting  trade  unionism. 

The  worst  enemy  of  the  workers  is 
Mr.  Ralph  M.  Easley,  who  is  trying  to 
soft-soap  labor. 

Mr.  Easley  takes  the  leaders,  pats 
them  on  the  back  and  flatters  them. 
He  wines  and  dines  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  them  to  believe  that 
when  they  are  once  domesticated  and 
wear  the  collar  they  will  be  much  hap- 
pier. 

Mr.  Van  Cleave  teaches  the  workers 
to  rely  upon  themselves,  to  strengthen 
their  organizations  and  to  flght  their 
own  battles.  He  says  openly  what  Mr. 
Easley  and  his  friends  say  secretly — 
he  wants  tor  reduce  wages,  to  lengthen 
hours  and  to  impoverish  labor. 

But  Mr.  Easley  and  his  friends  know 
that  if  you  flght  men  they  are  danger- 
ous and  intractable,  while  If  you  flatter 
them  they  will  often  serve  you. 

Every  flght  that  Mr.  Van  Cleave 
forces  upon  the  workers  strengthens 
them,  gives  them  self-reliance  and  In- 
creases their  confldence  In  their  own 
power. 


Mr.  Eiasley  is  slowly  undermining 
the  military  spirit  of  trade  unionism. 
He  does  not  hit  labor  with  a  club;  he 
suffocates  it  with  a  pillow.  He  is  sur- 
rounded by  the  wisest  and  most  un- 
scrupulous men  in  the  country,  and 
little  by  little  he  is  Inducing  labor  to 
believe  that  it  is  wise  and  good  for  the 
lion  and  lamb  to  lie  down  together. — 
Rol)ert  Hunter, 


The  riag  of  Brotherhood. 

The  ship  of  labor  on  the  troubled 
seas  of  industrial  strife,  with  the  flag 
of  brotherhood  from  her  masthead 
proudly  floating,  appealingly  invites 
the  workers  of  the  world  to  unite. 

To  conjure  with  the  full  significance 
of  brotherhood  implies  no  mere  transi- 
ent emotion,  but  seasoned  by  the  needs 
of  time  its  worth  is  genuine  and  deep- 
ly rooted  in  the  hearts  of  countless 
thousands  of  our  workers. 

Under  that  flag  visible  distinction 
has  come  to  labor,  and  though  many 
good  leaders  have  fought  and  died  in 
its  maintenance,  their  love  for  right 
and  justice,  their  dauntless  courage, 
their  unflinching  resolution,  have 
made  the  significance  of  brotherhood 
the  more  memorable,  the  more  glori- 
ous and  the  more  enduring. 

Let  no  man  say,  they  fought  in  vain. 
No  one  fights  in  vain  who  fights  for  a 
good  cause,  and  what  cause  can  be 
better  than  his  who  gives  the  best  in 
him  for  the  freedom  of  his  fellows 
from  involuntary  servitude. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  not  gained 
the  Industrial  freedom  to  which  we 
aspire,  yet  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
we  have  advanced  in  the  path  which 
leads  to  it 

Labor  seeks  that  freedom  which  will 
give  continuous  production,  without 
panics  and  Industrial  depressions,  and 
this  implies  large  increase  in  the  con- 
suming power  of  the  masses.  It  as- 
pires to  a  minimum  standard  of  living 
for  labor,  skilled  and  unskilled.  It 
aspires  to  no  standard  of  minimum 
wages  that  is  not  just,  that  is  not 
suflBcient  to  enable  every  intelligent 
and  industrious  man  to  give  his  chil- 
dren a  desirable  education. 

It  aspires  to  a  social  readjustment 
of  society  that  will  bring  guaranteed 
comfort,  education,  provision  for  old 
age,  staple  employment,  freedom 
from  poverty  or  the  fear  of  It,  recog- 
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nltlon  and  fair  compensation  for  all 
useful  factors  in  society. 

It  aspires  to  a  general  acceptance  of 
the  collective  bargain  between  labor 
and  employer,  wliich  implies  a  recog- 
nition of  the  right  to  organize  without 
proscription. 

It  aspires  to  the  universal  eight-hour 
day,  the  abolition  of  all  harmful  child 
labor,  sanitary  and  safe  conditions  in 
labor  and  compensation  for  the  in- 
evitable accidents  resulting  from  the 
use  of  machinery,  with  the  doing  away 
of  all  that  resides  in  contributory  lia- 
bility. 

It  aspires — and  very  justly  by  way 
of  public  policy — to  the  suppression  of 
private  combinations  and  monopolies 
whose  chief  business  function  is  to 
raise  prices  of  the  necessities  of  life. 

It  aspires  to  direct  democracy,  such 
as  will  supplement  the  present  repre- 
sentative system  by  direct  initiative  in 
legislation. 

How  to  make  labor's  aspirations  a 
practical  success  is  the  great  agitating 
feature  of  the  labor  controversy. 

It  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a 
closer  and  more  general  appreciation 
of  the  industrial  value  of  tbe  flag  of 
brotherhood,  with  a  less  hankering 
after  the  maintenance  of  one's  own 
individual  flag,  which  only  brings  with 
it  numerous  race  animosities  that  are 
used  by  the  predatory  classes  to  sim- 
plify and  intensify  the  despising  of  la- 
bor. 

Labor  more  than  anything  repre- 
sents the  unprivileged  classes,  and  as 
such  will  fail  of  achieving  results 
worth  while  unless  it  uses  its  economic 
and  political  power  more  wisely,  more 
unitedly,  and  more  decisively. 

The  recognition  of  labor  by  the 
privileged  classes  being  of  that  kind, 
founded  on  injustice,  so  plain,  so  palp- 
able, no  length  of  time  can  make  it 
valid. 

Labor  craves  no  boon,  nor  asks  no 
aid.  All  its  demands  are  comprised  in 
these  words,  "Give  us  back  our  own." 
Never  should  the  laboring  people  ac- 
knowledge the  right  of  a  few  rich 
idlers  to  own  any  man.  Indeed,  it  is 
time  that  labor  should  grow  tired  of 
acting  the  part  of  Lazarus  at  the  gate 
of  Dives. 

Under  the  great,  broad,  liberal  flag 
of  brotherhood  there  can  be  found  am- 
ple opportunity  to  accomplish  all  of 
labor's  aspirations.  The  injunction, 
"Do  unto   others  as  you  would  wish 


that  they  should  do  unto  you,"  is  as 
truthful  a  necessity  today  as  ever  It 
was. 

Under  the  individual  race  flag,  that 
though  true  to  you,  may  be  the  op- 
pressor of  your  fellow-neighbor  and 
worker,  is  found  the  division  of  labor's 
success. 

Let  us  go  forward,  then,  remember- 
ing that  the  world  Is  growing  cosmo- 
politan with  the  intermingling  of  its 
workers,  making  no  flag  large  or  great 
enough  for  labor  to  follow  but  the  flag 
of  brotherhood. 


Honor  to  Wfiom  Honor  is  Due 

Just  why  a  corporation  lawyer  who 
has  spent  his  life  teaching  hia  em- 
ployers how  to  steal  and  murder  and 
corrupt  legislatures  and  commit  every 
other  crime  in  the  calendar  without 
getting  into  jail  should  suddenly  be 
clothed  with  almost  divine  attributes 
when  he  is  rewarded  for  this  life  of 
crookedness  by  being  placed  upon  the 
judge's  bench  must  always  remain  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  puzzles  of  po- 
litical psychology. 

A  Judge  Grosscup,  whose  long  and 
faithful  service  to  the  most  corrupt 
industrial  forces  in  America  has  at 
length  been  rewarded  by  elevation  to 
a  judgeship,  at  once  becomes  worthy 
of  the  highest  respect,  in  the  opinions 
of  those  who  accept  the  modern  inter- 
pretation of  the  divine  right  of  kings. 

Who  is  there  that  would  respect 
Root  today?  Throughout  his  life  he 
has  been  associated  with  the  most 
shady  bunch  of  Wall  Street  thieves 
that  ever  praced  that  temple  of  thiev- 
ery. Yet  it  is  written  in  the  book  of 
political  fate  that  he  is  to  sit  upon  the 
Supreme  Court  bench.  The  moment 
that  he  dons  the  judicial  ermine  his 
heart  is  supposed  to  be  washed  whiter 
than  snow  and  he  is  henceforth  to  be 
above  criticism. 

The  dominant  position  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  In  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment rests  upon  its  supposed 
power  to  pass  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  laws  enacted  by  Congress. 
Yet  this  very  power  was  usurped 
years  after  the  constitution  was 
adopted  and  In  violation  of  the  letter 
and  snirlt  of  that  constitution  as  un- 
derstood by  those  who  voted  for  it. 

For  half  a  century  this  court  was 
the  pliant  tool  of  the  southern  owners 
of    chattel    slaves.      It    reached    the 
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climax  of  its  boot-licking  subserviency 
to  this  branch  of  the  exploiting  class 
by  the  Dred  Scott  decision,  which 
made  human  beings  purely  chattels 
and  sought  to  perpetuate  and  univer- 
salize the  institution  of  chattel  slav- 
ery. 

Who  is  there  today  that  has  any 
respect  for  the  court  that  issued  the 
Dred  Scott  decision? 

For  almost  fifty  years  the  Supreme 
Court  has  been  the  pliant  tool  of  the 
wage-slave  owners  of  America.  It 
seems  to  have  reached  the  climax  of 
that  subserviency  in  its  recent  de- 
cisions outlawing  union  labor,  and 
indorsing  the  kidnaping  of  union  offi- 
cers. 

A  half  century  from  now  the  pres- 
ent Supreme  Court  will  be  held  in  as 
universal  contempt  for  these  decisions 
afi  the  one  presided  over  by  Judge 
Taney  is  now  for  the  Dred  Scott  de- 
cision. 

If  a  court  or  any  institution  is  to 
receive  respect  it  must  show  Itself 
worthy  of  it. — Chicago  Daily  Socialist. 


Mayor  Whitlock  Defines  *'  Open 
Shop." 

Mayor  Whitlock  of  Toledo,  In  an 
address  to  the  locked-out  laundry 
girls,  said: 

"I  want  to  see  you  win.  Your  strike 
is  a  strike  for  the  unionist,  non- 
unionist  and  the  scab,  for  the  trade 
union  movement  is  the  hope  of  democ- 
racy. The  'open  shop'  cry  is  a  pleas- 
ing cry,  but  the  'open  shop'  means  that 
unionists  and  non-unionists  shall 
work  together  until  the  unionists  are 
crowded  out. 

"Today,  there  is  a  struggle  between 
plutocracy  and  democracy,  and  this 
strike  is  one  of  the  Incidents  in  the 
struggle.  I  don't  know  which  will 
win — it's  not  a  cinch,  but  we  will  win 
if  we  fight.  If  plutocracy  wins,  the 
•  bosses  will  be  kind  and  gentle,  and 
will  make  nice  conditions  without 
your  aid.  That  kind  of  good  doesn't 
reckon  with  justice — it  means  wealth 
for  a  few  and  you  will  get  what  they 
choose  to  give,  and  not  what  you  are 
entitled  to.  Do  you  realize  what  this 
means.  Our  hope  is  in  the  great  col- 
lective movement.  If  vou  own  the 
land,  you  own  the  man  that's  on  it.  If 
you  owned  your  machine,  you  could 
keep  at  work." 


The  Harlots'  Marching  Song. 

When    arc    lights   gleam    in    fervered 

streets  and  mock  the  glare  of  day, 
A  mighty  army  comes  from  camp  to 

march  along  Broadway, 
A  host  of  women — some  are  wan,  and 

some  unearthly  fair. 
They  scatter  through  the  busy  town 

and  seek  for  plunder  there. 

Bach  i9  a  soldier,  tried  and  true,  sworn 

knight  of  good  King  Lust; 
Each  does  her  sovereign's  bidding  well, 

as  lo3ral  soldiers  must. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  brave  band 

that  nightly  plods  along. 
Is  chanting  loud,  that  all  may  hear, 

this  goodly  marching  song. 

"Oh  Master  Manufacturer!     O  Master 

Financier! 
If  you  would  see  what  made  you  rich, 

look  at  your  victims  here, 
We  girls  worked  in  your  factory  and 

happened  to  survive. 
Most  of  the  kids  you  killed,  you  know, 

we're  all  that  are  alive. 

You  took  our  youth  and  innocence,  our 

sight  and  blood  and  health, 
And  made  them  into  merchandise,  and 

so  you  got  your  wealth, 
You  starved  and  wrecked  and  ruined 

us,  but  this  jCb  pays  right  well. 
And  since  we've  worked  for  you,  kind 

sir,  we're  not  afraid  of  hell. 

O  Master  Financier,,  you  have  a  lovely 

daughter  there. 
We  know  she's  good  and  innocent — as 

pure  as  she  is  fair. 
But  make  her  work  at  three  a  week  in 

that  big  mill  you  own, 
And  leave  her  there  a  year  or  so,  and 

see  to  what  she's  grown! 

Perhaps  she  will  have  died  by  then, 

some  lucky  devils  do; 
But  otherwise  she  will  have  left  and 

looked  for  something  new. 
The  something  new  that  children  find 

who  know  your  tender  care. 
Is  very  old,   it's   our  rich   trade — our 

bodies  are  our  ware." 

Then    from    the    crowded    tenements, 

where  women  are  for  hire. 
In  filthy  dance-halls,  reeking  stews,  I 

heard  a  ghastly  choir. 
From    painted    faces,    splotched    with 

sin,      from      weak      and      rotting 

tongues. 
This  chorus  rose,  and  floated  high,  on 

breath  from  putrid  lungs. 
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"O    Master    Manufacturer,    how    goes 

your  Sunday  school? 
Go  tell  the  kids  that  Qod  is  love,  and 

teach  the  Golden  Rule. 
We  girls  once  tried  to  work  for  you; 

you  drove  us  to  this  trade, 
So  tell  your  Sunday  school  about  the 

harlots  you  have  made!" 
— Joyce  Kilmer,  in  Miner^s  Magazine. 


Douglas  Shoe  Does  not   Carry 
the  Label. 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

So  many  misleading  articles  have 
appeared  in  the  public  presB  with 
reference  to  the  Douglas  controversy, 
we  issue  this  brief  and  accurate  state- 
ment of  f^ts: 

In  January,  1908,  the  Douglas  com- 
pany transferred  25  cases  (600  pairs) 
per  day  of  |3.50  shoes  from  their  No.  1 
to  their  No.  2  factory  and  expressed 
their  willingness  to  accept  Inferior 
work,  for  which  they  would  pay  the 
same  wages  as  paid  on  their  13.00 
shoes. 

In  June,  1908,  they  had  increased  the 
13.50  shoes  so  transferred  to  1,800 
pairs  per  day.  These  shoes  were  then 
transferred  back  to  the  original  No.  1 
factory,  at  which  time  the  wages  on 
their  entire  13.50  product,  amounting 
to  between  6,000  and  7,000  pairs  per 
day,  were  placed  under  this  No.  2,  or 
reduced  scale  of  wages,  thus  establish- 
ing a  condition  wherein  no  transfer 
had  taken  place,  which  justifies  us  in 
the  conclusion  that  the  transfer  of 
shoes  was  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  reduced  labor  cost,  contrary  to  the 
arbitration  method  in  vogue  between 
the  Douglas  company  and  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Workers'  Union  for  the  previous 
nine  years. 

We  contended  that  this  method  of 
securing  reduced  wages  was  inconsis- 
tent with  collective  bargaining  and,-  we 
assert,  contrary  to  our  arbitration  con- 
tract with  the  company.  The  com- 
pany, sustained  by  the  Massachusetts 
State  Board  of  Arbitration,  both  in 
their  right  to  transfer  and  to  pay  a 
lower  labor  cost,  we  exercised  our  legal 
and  moral  right  to  discontinue  the 
art)itratlon  contract  at  its  expiration, 
Nov.  1,  1908.  We  have  complied  with 
all  the  decisions  of  the  State  Board  of 
Arbitration,  and  all  our  obligations 
under  the  contract  without  a  stoppage 


of  work  in  any  department  during  ten 
months  of  disagreement  as  to  the  right 
of  the  company  to  transfer  and  to  im- 
pose a  new  scale  of  wages  without  the 
consent  of  the  union. 

Hereafter  the  Douglas  shoes  will  not 
bear  the  union  stamp  of  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Workers*  Union.  Please  bear  in 
mind  that  no  shoe  is  union  made  un- 
less it  bears  a  plain  and  distinct  im- 
pression of  the  union  stamp. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Wobkebs*  Union, 
By  John  Tobin,  Oen,  Pres., 
246  Stmimer  St.,  Boston.  Mass. 

Nov.  4.  1908. 


"Sir,"  began  the  tramp,  as  he  en- 
tered the  lawyer's  office  on  the  fifth 
floor,  "have  you  any  coal  to  carry  up?" 

"No,  sir.  This  building  Is  steam- 
heated  in  the  winter." 

"Do  you  want  to  send  out  after  any 
gum?" 

"I  never  use  it" 

"Want  me  to  take  out  a  ten-dollar 
bill  and  get  change?*' 

"I  haven't  had  a  ten-dollar  bill  in 
tnree  months." 

"I  am  willing  to  scrub  the  floor." 

"The  janitor  sees  to  that" 

"I  write  a  pretty  good  hand." 

"I  have  nothing  to  write." 

"See  here,"  said  the  caller,  "there 
must  be  something  around  your  house 
I  can  do." 

"I  have  sold  my  home  and  am  board- 
ing." 

"Can't  you  use  me  as  a  witness  in  a 
law-suit?" 

"I  have  none  on  hand." 

"Want  anybody  llckedr' 

"No.  The  only  man  I  wanted  licked 
died  last  week." 

"Can't  I  take  your  mall  to  the  post- 
office?" 

"I  haven't  written  a  letter  in  a 
week." 

"But  don't  tell  me  you  can't  give 
me  ten  cents." 

"But  I'll  have  to.  My  laundry  Just 
went  back  because  I  couldn't  pay  for 
it" 

"And  right  here  in  this  paper,"  said 
the  tramp,  as  he  struck  his  breast,  "is 
an  article  saying  that  times  have  im- 
proved fifty  per  cent  since  last  fall, 
and  all  we've  got  to  do  to  get  out  of  the 
woods  is  to  have  faith!  Say,  hold  me 
in  your  arms  and  let  me  starve  to 
death!"— TfconMM  F.  Kearney  in  New 
Orleans  Picayune. 
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What    we  Owe  to    Organized 
Labor. 

There  are  certain  institutions  of 
which  the  average  patriotic  American 
is  very  proud.  He  boasts  of  the  free 
school  system,  universal  suffrage,  me- 
chanics' lien  law,  freedom  of  debtors 
from  imprisonment,  and  numerous 
other  things  that  are  supposed  to  be 
characteristic  of  a  "free  country."  If 
this  same  average  American  were 
asked  when  these  rights  were  secured 
he  would  probably  say  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  and  he  would  add 
that  they  were  made  certain  by  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

But  the  constitution  dealt  with 
none  of  these  things.  It  was  not  itself 
adopted  by  a  majority  vote,  and  had 
such  a  vote  been  required  it  would 
never  have  been  adopted.  For  a  gen- 
eration after  adoption  there  was  not 
universcd  suffrage.  Although  Thomas 
J.efferson  was  President  for  eight  years 
of  this  time,  there  is  no  record  that 
the  great  father  of  all  the  Democrats 
ever  tried  to  secure  any  of  these 
rights. 

While  he  was  President,  and  for 
many  years  afterward,  if  a  debtor  was 
unable  to  pay  even  a  few  cents  he  was 
thrown  into  jail,  where  he  was  left  to 
rot  or  starve  until  the  debt  was  paid. 
Manifestly  he  had  no  means  of  paying 
it  while  in  jail,  so  such  a  sentence 
might  easily  be  for  life.  In  New  York 
City  hundreds  of  poor  debtors  were 
huddled  together  without  fire  or  food 
throughout  the  year,  depending  for  the 
latter  upon  charity.  There  were  so- 
cieties organized  having  for  their  ob- 
ject the  collection  of  funds  with  which 
to  feed  these  debtors.  The  members 
of  these  societies  would  never  have 
thought  of  abolishing  the  imprison- 
ment for  debt  any  more  than  the  mod- 
em charitable  society  would  think  of 
abolishing  the  poverty  which  it  pre- 
tends to  relieve. 

Between  1825  and  1840  there  arose 
the  first  organized  labor  movement  in 
the  United  States.  It  grew  so  strong 
that  it  had  a  daily  paper  in  New  York 
a,nd  elected  one  man  to  the  New  York 
Legislature. 

It  was  to  this  labor  movement  more 
than  any  one  other  thing  that  we  owe 
most  of  the  institutions  of  which 
Americans  are  most  proud. 


This  labor  movement  went  into  poli- 
tics. It  did  not  endorse  the  candidates 
of  its  enemies,  but  stood  independent 
of  all  other  political  parties.  At  least, 
it  did  this  at  the  beginning,  and  as 
long  as  it  amounted  to  anything. 

This  early  labor  movement  demand- 
ed free  schools.  It  made  this  its  fun- 
damental plank.  It  secured  them,  and 
your  child  is  educated  by  the  State  to- 
day because  of  that  early  labor  move- 
ment 

These  pioneers  of  the  modem  trades 
unions  stood  against  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  that  relic  of  the  dark  ages 
disappeared. 

They  made  a  mechanic's  lien  law 
another  of  their  fundamental  demands, 
and  the  laborer  today  owes  this  se- 
curity for  his  wages  to  these  valiant 
fighters  who  are  never  mentioned  in 
our  school  histories. 

Not  only  did  they  insist  upon  the 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
but  they  secured  the  enactment  of  a 
lew  exempting  a  certain  minimum  of 
property  from  seizure  for  debt,  and 
such  laws  have  remained  upon  the 
statute  books  ever  since. 

Backed  by  the  pioneer  workers  who 
had  gone  to  the  far  west  and  there 
established  state  governments  more 
democratic  than  any  previously 
known,  these  same  organized  workers 
secured  universal  suffrage  and  the 
election  of  members  of  the  legislature 
by  districts  instead  of  upon  a  general 
ticket,  as  had  been  the  case  in  many 
states  before. 

Look  over  this  list  of  measures  that 
make  up  almost  the  whole  of  what  we 
have  of  liberty  today,  and  remember 
that  not  one  of  them  was  even  urged 
with  any  enthusiasm  by  those  whom 
our  text-books  call  the  founders  of  our 
liberty— Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams 
and  their  like. 

Remember  all  this  and  you  will  real- 
ize that  tenfold  more  was  done  for  lib- 
erty by  these  unknown  heroes  of  the 
first  labor  movement  than  by  all  the 
valiant  warriors  of  Lexington,  Valley 
Forge  and  Yorktown,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  politicians  who  gathered  at  Phila- 
delphia to  formulate  the  document  we 
call  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Yet  the  text-books  may  be  searched 
In  vain'  for  a  single  line  conceming 
these  real  "fathers  of  American  lib- 
erty."— A.  M.  Simons,  in  the  Chicago 
Daily  Socialist. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


972 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SWITCHMEN'S  UNION 


Thanksgiving. 

We  thank  Thee.    Yea,  in  the  even  tone 
Of  those  who  are  glad  of  the  goods 

they  own. 
We  thank  Thee.    Yea,  that  Thou  hast 

preferred 
And  blessed  us  more  than  the  common 

herd. 
We  thank  Thee,  part  with  the  heart's 

Intention, 
But  most,  let  us  own,  with  the  lip's 

convention. 


"We  thank  Thee."  Lord!  what  a  sel- 
fish prayer. 

Thanks! — while  a  beggar's  breast  is 
bare? 

Thanks  that  our  own  full  feast  is 
spread 

While  another  creature  is  lacking 
bread? 

Thanks  that  our  full-fed  blood  runs 
warm. 

While  a  starveling  baby  breasts  the 
storm? 


Thanksgiving!     The  word  is  a  godless 

taunt 
From    the    "House    of    Have"    to    the 

"House  of  Want." 
Until  I  share  my  uttermost  crust 
With   sinner  or  saint,  with  Jailed  or 

just, 
I  will  not  clamor  to  God  and  raise 
My    complacent    eyes  —  and    call    it 

praise. 


Why,  what  am  I,  that  Thou  givest  a 

feajst 
Which  Thou  hast  not  shared  with  Thy 

worst  and  least? 
I  look  at  the  world  and  I  see  the  yield 
For  all  from  forest  and  mine  and  field, 
And    because    I    have   seized   a   share, 

shall  I 
Cry  out  Thanksgiving — and  only  cry? 


Thanks?  Nay,  for  though  I  am  cloyed, 
I  know 

The  taste  of  the  hungering  want.  And 
though 

My  limbs  are  whole,  I  can  feel  the 
crack 

Of  the  bloody  bones  on  the  torture- 
rack, 

I  have  looked  in  the  pit  and  have  not 
feared, 

But  I  know  the  shrink  of  the  soul  it 
seared. 


Yes,  yes;    I  am  even  as  you — of  thos$ 
Who  cannot,  or  will   not,   heal  these 

woes, 
I  am  what  I  am,  but  I  will  not  be 
At  one  with  the  smug-lipped  Pharisee 
Who  praises  God  for  his  earthly  gain, 
While  Misery  stares  through  tlie  win- 
dow-pane. 

— Edmund  Vance  Cooke. 


An  Appeal  to  Organized  Labor 
and  Friends. 

On  the  5th  of  last  August  a  man 
was  conmiitted  to  the  bosom  of  Mother 
E}arth,  whose  name  has  been  heard  in 
almost  every  city,  town  and  hamlet  of 
this  continent.  He  was  a  brave  man, 
with  a  heart  that  beat  with  generous 
love  for  the  class  to  which  he  belonged. 
To  be  numbered  as  one  of  his  friends 
was  an  honor,  because  George  A.  Petti- 
bone  was  a  prince  among  men.  There 
are  few  men  in  the  ranks  of  organized 
labor  who  have  not  read  the  history  of 
the  wrongs  and  persecution  that 
doomed  this  hero  in  the  battle  for  lib- 
erty to  a  premature  grave.  The  17th 
of  February.  1906,  and  Its  reminis- 
cences will  never  be  erased  from  the 
memory  of  labor  while  there  remains 
a  union  man  of  the  present  generation 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  nocturnal  kid- 
napping, the  special  train  and  the 
arn^d  hirelings  that  snatched  three 
men  from  their  homes,  to  spend  month 
after  month  behind  the  walls  of  a 
prison  in  the  State  of  Idaho.  The  in- 
famy of  this  conspiracy  to  hang  men 
under  forms  of  laws,  aroused  the  la- 
boring millions  from  ocean  to  ocean. 
The  pennies,  the  dimes  and  the  dollars 
from  the  callous  hands  of  America  and 
Canada  frustrated  the  hellish  plot  to 
railroad  innocent  men  to  the  scaffold. 
It  was  a  battle  of  labor  against  the 
bank  vaults  of  "predatory  weatlh."  and 
labor,  with  its  pennies,  dimes  and  dol- 
lars, wrested  victory  from  the  iron 
grip  of  money-mad  villains  who  thirst- 
ed for  human  blood. 

In  that  great  battle  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  labor  officials  and  to  protect 
the  labor  movement  from  the  odium 
which  corporate  monsters  yearned  to 
cast  upon  it  through  a  verdict  of  guiUy 
the  bravest  of  the  brave  went  down  to 
death,  stricken  by  the  malaria  that 
poisoned  the  air  of  a  prison  cell.  He 
made  a  gallant  fight  for  life,  and  when 
the  dew  of  death  was  gathering  upon 
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his  brow,  and  he  was  but  a  shadow  of 
himself,  he  spoke  of  the  time  when  he 
would  again  stand  in  the  great  army 
of  labor  as  a  soldier  to  give  battle  for 
the  emancipation  of  his  fellowmen.  He 
died  as  h«  had  lived,  with  a  smile  upon 
his  lips,  breathing  his  loyalty  to  the 
class  in  whose  interest  he  was  willing 
to  sacrifice  his  life. 

Labor  sat  at  his  bedside  and 
smoothed  the  pillow  in  his  dying  hours. 

Labor  lifted  the  wasted  form  of  Pet- 
tibone  and  gently  laid  him  in  his 
casket. 

Labor  covered  the  coffin  with  flowers 
and  lowered  him  into  the  grave. 

Labor  preached  the  eulogy  and  shed 
tears  at  the  "windowlese  tomib"  In  "the 
silent  city  of  the  dead."  And  now, 
labor  will  erect  a  monument  at  his 
grave  as  a  testimonial  to  the  worth 
and  merit  of  a  man  who  was  not  afraid 
to  offer  up  his  life  for  the  downtrod- 
den and  oppressed.  It  has  been  often 
said  that  labor  soon  forgets  the  deeds 
of  men  who  consecrate  their  lives  to 
the  glorious  work  of  human  freedom. 
But  labor  will  not  forget  the  man  who 
sleeps  in  Fairmount  Cemetery. 

George  A.  Pettlbone  is  a  martyr  to 
the  cause  of  unionism.  The  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  union  men 
and  women  scattered  throughout  Amer- 
ica and  Canada  will  not  permit  this 
martyr  to  sleep  in  an  unmarked  and 
nameless  grave. 

From  his  grave  will  arise  a  monu- 
ment that  will  speak  more  forcibly 
than  the  eloquence  of  a  man,  that  La- 
bor remembers  with  gratitude  the 
heroism  of  a  Trojan,  who  stood  with 
his  face  to  the  foe  as  one  of  the  daunt- 
less warriors  of  that  great  marching 
army  that  will  yet  conquer  the  world. 
All  members  of  organized  labor  and 
friends  are  requested  to  send  donations 
for  the  Pettlbone  Monument  Fund  U 
Ernest  Mills,  605  Railroad  Building. 
Denver.  'X!ol.  All  donations  will  be 
acknowledged  in  the  Miners*  Magazine. 


Remittance   Roll  of  Honor  for 
Month  of  November  1908. 

The  following  is  a  list  (by  numbers) 
of  the  lodges  whose  remittances  i^ere 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
November,  per  Section  7  of  the  Con- 
stitution: 

Nov.  2— Lodges  5.  13,  22.  34,  73,  118, 
122.  142,  152,  166.  191. 


Nov.  3— Lodges  3.  29,  38,  52,  56,  67. 
80,  96,  110,  126.  141,  176,  177,  179,  181, 
199   203. 

Nov.  4— Lodges  19,  23,  32.  33,  40,  41. 
45,  77,  89,  92,  97,  9S,  &9,  115,  116,  144, 
146,  147.  173.  188.  193,  194,  201,  228. 

Nov.  5— Lodges  10,  12,  14,  18,  20.  37, 
39,  44,  46,  68,  74,  78,  84,  96,  108,  114, 
129,  133,  149,  154,  155.  172,  175,  183, 
216,  218,  229. 

Nov.  6— Lodges  1,  6,  30,  61.  88,  93, 
105,  106,  107,  112,  123.  134.  138.  158, 
174,  189.  198.  208. 

Nov.  7— Lodges  2,  7,  8,  11.  24.  36,  43, 
53,  55.  69,  71,  87.  90,  119.  128.  145.  202, 
209.  220.  224,  225. 

Nov.  9— Lodges  4,  17,  21,  27.  28.  31. 
36.  42.  47,  48.  50.  54.  58.  5^,  60.  63,  64, 
65,  70,  76,  79.  82,  83,  85,  104,  109,  111, 
117,  136,  161,  160,  169  190,  197,  200, 
214.  217.  226. 

Nov.  10— Lodges  9.  16.  26,  26.  51.  62. 
67.  72.  ai.  94,  100.  101,  102,  118,  120, 
125,  127.  137.  167.  180,  204,  206,  210, 
221.  230. 

Nov.  12— Lodge  184,  with  a  fine  of 
$1.50,  should  have  been  $1.70;  also 
Lodge  143,  with  fine  of  70c,  for  being 
late. 

Nov.  16— Lodge  81,  with  fine  of  $1.30 
for  being  late. 

Nov.  20— Lodge  103,  with  fine  of  40c 
for  being  late. 

Nov.  20— Lodge  162,  with  fine  of  60c 
for  being  late. 

Up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press  re- 
ports of  the  following  lodges  have  not 
been  received:     49,  124,  178,  182. 

Lodge  67  has  not  paid  the  fine  of 
$8.90  for  being  late  in  April  last,  and 
Lodge  182  owes  a  fine  of  $3.90  for  be- 
ing late  In  September. 

Members  should  interest  themselves, 
and  see  that  the  report  of  their  lodges 
are  on  the  honor  boll  every  month. 

Section  41  of  the  constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  fine  of  ten  cents  per  capita 
shall  be  imposed  on  all  lodges  wtose 
reports  are  not  received  in  the  grand 
lodge  by  the  tenth  day  of  each  month, 
and  hereafter  the  number  of  all  lodges, 
whose  reports  arrive  after  the  tenth 
day  of  the  month,  will  also  be  given  in 
this  report. 


Teacher — "How  many  senses  have 
we,  Harry?" 

Harry — "Five." 

Teacher— "That's  right.  Now.  John, 
tell  me  how  we  may  use  them?" 

Johnny — "To  buy  candy  with." 
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Statement  of  Claims  Paid  During  the  Month  of  November,  'OS. 


No.i 


NAME 


Date  I 
Paid  ! 


PAID  TO 


RESIDENCE     Ami. 


1007  Jno.  J.  Connors 
1020  Nicholas  A.  Hein 

1027  Joseph  Champion 

1028  Ephraim  Holderman 

1029  Wm.  Harper 
lOSOlJno.  R.  Bradley 
10311  James  P.  GriMn 
1082!Geo.T.  Barnett 
1034  Frank  Crawford 
lOSolOtto  RaU 


11- 
11- 
11- 
11- 
11- 
11- 
11- 
11- 
11- 
lO-27-»08'll- 


-28-'08  M.  MiUer,  sister 
■23-'06  Margaret,  mother 
.23-'08  Elizabeth,  mother 
■28-»08  Tobias,  flather 
.28-'08  Mrs.  M.,  wife 
■23-»08  Children 
•23-'08  Bertha,  wife 
•23-'08  Mrs.  G.  T.,  wife 
■23-^06  Margaret,  mother 
■23-'08  Geo.  O.,  son 


Janeeville,Wls,     |$1,200 
Hurley,  Wis.  000 

Cardifr,  So.  Wales'  1,200 


Osceola,  Ind. 
So.  Bend,  Ind. 
Cleveland,0. 
Tacoma,  wash. 
Waco,Tex- 
Cleveland,  O. 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


eoo 

1,2D0 
1,200 
1,200 
000 
1,200 
13)0 


$10,200 


Previously  reported $970,285.50 

Paid  since  last  report 10,200.00 

Refund  Insurance 79.00 

Total $080,564.50 

Acknowledgment  of  Claims  Paid  in  October 

NelUe  Schrauth,  Seattle,  Wash ^$600 

Mrs.  J.  Ferguson  and  children,  Chicago,  III 1,200 

Edw.  Getchell,  Minneapolis,  Minn 000 

OtlUe  Hille,  Cincinnati,  O 1,200 

Anna  Lind,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Myrtle  Watson,  Spokane,  Wash 1,200 

Geo.  Lindsay,  Chicago,  111 1,200 

Jennie  Brotherton,  Bridgeport,  Ct 600 


Grand  Secretary  and  Treasurer 


ASSESSMENT    NOTICE 


GRAND    LODGE   SWITCHMEN'S    UNION    OF    NORTH    AMERICA 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec  1, 1908. 
BROTHERS :  ^ 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  dues  and  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  the  Treasurer  or 
Financial  Secretary  of  your  Lodge  before  the  first  day  of  eveiy  month  (see  Section  218).     Grand  does 
—  «-. ..  /.^ .iL 1__^  holding  claas  "B"  certificate,  x 


are  fifty  cents  (50c)  per  month ;  members  1 

ment  S2.00;  class  ^A"  certificate,  assessment  fl.OO:  class  "C*'  certillcate, 
assessment  50c  (see  section  88).  A  failure  on  your  part  to  comply  therewtth  Is 
a  forfeiture  of  membership  in  the  Union  wltnout  rarther  notice  (see  SectloDS 
214-247  Subordinate  Lodge  Constitution).  The  purpose  of  the  assessment  Is  to 
pay  beneficiary  claims  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

The  Treasurers  of  Local  Lodges  are  required  to  remit  to  the  Qiand  Lodge. 
Grand  dues  and  assessments  collected  from  members,  as  above  provided,  not 
later  than  the  third  (8d)  day  of  the  month  (see  sectlcm  182). 
Your8inB.,H.&P., 

M.R.  WELCH, 

Grand  Secretaiy  and  Treasarer. 
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